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Spain's first general
strike in 14 years
brings clashing social
and political desires

to the fore
BARCELONA.(Agency).

Millions of Spain’s workers are
striking Wednesday to demand
that the government remedy the
nation’s housing crisis less than
three weeks before a national
election that could catapult the
far right to power.

Spain’s first general strike in 14
years is expected to cause
delays to the widely used public
transport system and lead to the
slowdown or shuttering of
businesses, factories and shops
across the eurozone’s fourth
largest economy.Between
workers, activists, politicians
and ordinary Spaniards, the
groups have very different
interests in Wednesday's
walkout. Workers and activists
want more government action
on housingThe average rent for

Spain has almost doubled in the
last 10 years, eating into
household budgets and angering
voters.Public anger over
housing reached a boiling point
following the nationally
televised eviction of an 87-year-
old woman from her home in
Madrid last month. The
subsequent death of
Maricarmen, as the woman
became known, caused even
more indignation and solidified
her as a symbol of Spaniards
who feel they pay too much on
rent and can’t even dream of
homeownership.

World leaders begin
talks at UN climate
conference amid
concerns that actions
are inadequate, slow

world.(Agency).

World leaders will begin formal
discussions Wednesday at the
United Nations climate change
conference in Turkey, hoping to
agree on concrete actions to curb
global warming after a year of
deadly floods, heat waves and
other climate-related disasters.
But what can and will be
accomplished at the Conference
of the Parties, called COP31,
remains to be seen. Past talks
have been criticized for making
promises that later fell flat.
While delegates at the 2023
conference in Dubai agreed to
transition away from fossil fuels
such as coal, oil and gas — the
leading contributor to climate
change — subsequent
conferences in Azerbaijan and
Brazil ended with little
agreement on reductions.

Trump-backed
Republicans defeat
impeachment bid
against US Defence
Secretary Hegseth over
Iran war

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

The House on Tuesday turned
aside a resolution to impeach
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth,
halting an effort to remove the
Pentagon chief for his conduct in
ce and his handling of the war in
Iran.The vote came as
Republicans grapple with the
fallout from sweeping midterm
losses that some in the party have
blamed on the war in Iran and the
resulting surge in gas prices. But
after President Donald Trump
signaled strong support for
Hegseth, GOP lawmakers largely
stood by the secretary Tuesday,
blocking the eort in a near party-
line vote.The efort was led by
Kentucky Republican Rep.
Thomas Massie and backed by
Democrats. The vote Tuesday
may only delay an impeachment
push against Hegseth, with
Democrats set to take control of
the House and Senate in
January.House Democratic leader
Hakeem Jeffries, who is expected
to become the next speaker when
Democrats take charge in January,
stood firmly behind the push,
saying Hegseth has “abused his
power” and “undermined
America’s national security.”

Analysts weigh how Democrats’ midterm wins
could shift Trump’s Latin America policy

Some believe pressure on Cuba

will not ease. Two days after

the election, Rubio announced

further sanctions against the
island.

then suggesting a hard line on immigration
would continue. He appointed Stephen
Miller, the primary architect of his
immigration agenda, as his new chief of staff.
A U.S. House effort to impeach Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth fell short Tuesday.
The key figure shaping priorities for the

r—

hemisphere, Secretary of State Marco [

Rubio, remains a key member of Trump's

MEXICO CITY.(Agency).

Cabinet.

Here is a look at the key areas that might be

President Donald Trump's impact on Latin
America in the last two years has been
enormous, from immigration and
deportations to boat strikes that have killed
hundreds to the capture of Venezuelan leader
Nicolas Maduro.Now analysts are trying to
get a read on whether the sweeping wins by
Democrats in the midterm elections will
signal changes ahead for the region in
Trump's final two years in office.Initial
signals from the White House have been
contradictory. Trump has given mixed signals
on immigration policy, at one point
describing his past policy as “too tough,” but

impacted by the political shifts in the U.S.

Migration: Deportations with adjustments
The first postelection message on X from
the Secretary of Homeland Security,
Markwayne Mullin, was unequivocal:
“Deportations will continue.”But two Texas
cities — Houston and Austin — already have
announced plans to limit police cooperation
with U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents, a trend that could extend
to state-level law enforcement once Gov.-
elect Gina Hinojosa, a vocal critic of ICE’s
practices, takes office in January
2027.Former Mexican Ambassador Martha
Barcena expressed hope that increased

Hispanic population.”

collaboration among mayors, members of
Congress, governors and their Mexican
counterparts will help to “limit and curb the
cruelty of ICE and discrimination against the

Security: More pressure on cartels

Mexico could be the place where pressure
intensifies the most, as it offers the United
States the best opportunity for tangible, short-
term results, specifically more arrests and
extraditions, while the Justice Department
continues to investigate cartels, Mexican
analyst David Saucedo said.On Monday, the
heads of Mexico’s security apparatus and the

U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
posted messages about their meeting last
week to strengthen collaboration against the
cartels.Further south, the U.S. military,
including the Army and the Navy, is
expected to maintain its focus on joint
operations under the “Shield of the
, Americas” initiative with Latin American
partners to combat criminal gangs.
Saucedo noted that this approach does
not require significant Congressional
funding. Additionally, crime remains a
top priority for most Latin American
countries, most of them led by Trump
| allies who won elections based on
~ promises to crack down on
criminals.Boat strikes in the Caribbean and
the Pacific, which have killed at least 240
people, are likely to face increased scrutiny,
as Democrats already have called for an
investigation into the legality of these
actions.Venezuela and Cuba remain Trump
administration targetsSome analysts believe
that Trump will maintain his aspirations to
assert U.S. dominance in the region, although
his capacity to act could be limited.

Chinese woman accused of spying on Nvidia
boss entered Taiwan on Hong Kong passport

TAIPEIL.(Agency)

The woman accused of spying for China

Immigration Agency Director-General
Lin Horng-en told reporters, confirming
that Alice Huang used a Hong Kong

during an affair with Nvidia chief passportto enter Taiwan."We were awar
Jensen Huang used a Hong Kong ... ..

passport to enter Taiwan, the island's
immigration agency said

Wednesday, as authorities -

investigate the incident.
Jensen Huang has admitted to

having an affair, reportedly with s

Alice Huang, a Chinese former
executive at Singapore-based .
Megaspeed who US officials believe
was working for Chinese
intelligence. Beijing has rejected the
spying allegations.Nvidia's board
announced Sunday that it had opened a
probe into Jensen Huang, the company's
chief executive and co-founder, who is
no relation to Alice Huang."Our
government's relevant agencies are
fully informed of the relevant records
and information," National

of all her relevant entry and exit
records."It is generally easier for Hong
Kong passport holders to enter Taiwan
than those with mainland Chinese
passports, who must also apply for
special permission to travel there.

The additional restrictions are partly
due to the complex relations between

China and Taiwan, which Beijing
claims and has vowed to bring under its
control.Taiwan's Interior Minister Liu
Shyh-fang said Alice Huang "did indeed
enter the country, but she is currently
overseas"."If we had known she was a
spy, we certainly would not have let

-, her enter Taiwan," Liu told

lawmakers in parliament.We will
review our procedures, specifically
our pre-screening, interim spot
checks and interviews, and post-visit
measures," she said."As far as we
understand, this Ms Huang has had
' her permit revoked, meaning it is

impossible for her to enter Taiwan
again.On Tuesday, Liu said Taiwan's
"national security units are actively
investigating the matter".Alice Huang,
also known as Huang Le, was seen at a
dinner in May 2025 hosted by Jensen
Huang at a Chinese restaurant in Taipei
during Computex, the island's top tech
expo.

Pope says age, ill health cannot 'extinguish’ his zeal

BUENOS AIRES.(Agency)

Pope Leo X1V vowed not to let illness or
old age affect his zeal Tuesday, urging
Argentines to "go forth and be saints!"
and warning the young not to obsess
over looks, money or popularity. The 71-
year-old leader of the Catholic Church is
on an ambitious 12-day Latin America
tour less than a month after he
underwent surgery for lung cancer.

"Neither age nor physical limitations
can extinguish our zeal," he said in a
rousing speech to Catholic clergy in the
northern city of Cordoba."Our strength
may run out, but God's power never

will!" he said.The US-born pope had
refused to reschedule the trip to
Uruguay, Argentina and Peru, despite
having the lower part of his right lung
removed to extract a cancerous tumor.
With apparently boundless energy, he
returned to Buenos Aires Tuesday for a
candlelit youth vigil that drew 1.3
million people and featured a show with
tango dancers and Argentine singers.
Leo warned against being obsessed with
looks or lying on social media to win
popularity or approval from
others."Idols arise and demand our
worship: success at any cost, money, an
obsession with appearance, popularity

or the unrestrained pursuit of pleasure,"
he said. They must "stand firm" in the
face of pleasures "that ultimately
enslave us, such as pornography" and
drugs, he said.The message hit home
with a crowd that has largely grown up
with social media.Jose Morando, a 19-
year-old architecture student, told AFP
that there was a "great deal of obsession"
with image, with people "criticized for
their bodies.”

'Make noise!’

The South America trip is being seen as
a double homecoming of sorts -- taking
Leo back to Peru, where he spent almost
two decades as a missionary.

Israel has detained dozens of Syrians.
Families are desperate for answers

AIN THAKAR, Syria.(Agency).

Ali al-Abdullah spent more than five months in Israeli
detention centers last year after being taken from a
village in southwestern Syria. He said he was beaten
and placed in solitary confinement, but that no charges
were ever brought against him.

Kinan Baker was detained by Israeli forces last year
from a nearby Syrian village in a middle-of-the-night
raid of his home. His family has not heard from him
since and does not know where he is or why he is being
held.Al-Abdullah and Baker are among dozens of
Syrians apprehended by Israel since its forces seized a
U.N.-mandated bufer zone following the ouster of
Bashar Assad nearly two years ago. Many were
physically and verbally abused during raids and arrests
and inside Israeli prisons, according to human rights
groups, two former detainees and two relatives of
current detainees.Israel’s seizure of the buffer zone in
December 2024 was met with resentment across Syria —
especially among families living within or adjacent to
the 235-square-kilometer (91-square-mile) area. The
euphoria they felt following Assad’s ouster quickly
evaporated as Israel introduced checkpoints and patrols
in their villages and embarked on a flurry of detentions.
Families of detainees say they feel hopeless and
powerless, and that their pleas to the Syrian government
and the U.N. for information about their loved ones
have fallen on deaf ears.““We can only hold on to hope in
God, and pray that he reunites us with our son,” said
Huda Baker, the mother of Kinan.The Israeli military
said its presence in and around the bufer zone is needed
to defend its northern border from Hezbollah, a
Lebanese militant group backed by Iran that fought
closely alongside Assad during Syria's 13-year civil
war.Israeli “troops question and detain individuals
when there is reasonable suspicion of their involvement
in terrorist activity,” the military said. It rejected
allegations of abusing detainees and refused to address
specific cases because detainees and their families
would not provide their Syrian government ID
numbers.

Israel has launched strikes and raids after seizing
bufer zone

Israel captured the Golan Heights from Syria during the
1967 Mideast war and later annexed it — a move not
recognized by most of the international community.

3 dead after vehicle crashes into
people in North Hollywood

LOSANGELES.(Agency)

opened and its air bag deployed. Fire engines
and emergency crews worked nearby as a

A minivan crashed into people outside a metro
station in North Hollywood during rush hour
Tuesday, killing three and critically injuring the
driver and at least two others, authorities said.

The vehicle ended up under a food vendor’s
tent after crashing at a busy intersection just

before 6 p.m.The driver, who is in his 60s, was
taken out of the vehicle and was able to talk but
appeared in shock, Los Angeles Police Captain
icials have not
determined the cause or ruled out anything.

“We don’t know if it was done intentionally, if
it was done by accident,” Castillo said at a news
conference.The minivan was on the sidewalk
Tuesday night with its driver's side door left

Warner Castillo said.

street vendors and pedestrians.

impacted,” she said in a post on X.

helicopter flew overhead.Luis Luna-Guzman
was working at a burger vendor nearby when
he heard a loud boom and saw people on the

How Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang's
extramarital affair could cause
collateral damage in Washington

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

America's plans for dominating the
field.When asked about Huang's affair,

ground and others running towards the crash.
One woman was laying near the bike racks, her
face, arms and legs bloody, he said. Her eyes

were closed as she moaned in pain, he said.

“I told her, ‘don’t move, help is coming,”” he
said.He also said he saw a woman's body
nearby, while another woman was lying,
unmoving on the stairs that lead to the station.
Mayor Karen Bass said the victims included

“I’m heartbroken for the families of everyone

Extramarital affairs are usually private
matters. Jensen Huang’s has global
implications.The 63-year-old is the
leading face of the artificial intelligence
revolution with his black leather jackets
and fluff of grey hair. He runs the
company Nvidia, which produces highly
coveted computer chips. That's landed
him on a late-night-phone-call basis with
President Donald Trump, a promoter of
the industry.But Huang was also liaising
with a Chinese businesswoman who has
allegedly fed intelligence — as well as
advanced chips — to China. The woman,
Alice Huang, is a former executive at the
Singapore-based cloud computing
company Megaspeed.It's a saga of
personal betrayal, corporate espionage
and high-tech development, and the
fallout is spreading across Washington.
There are bipartisan calls for
investigations on Capitol Hill. The U.S.
Department of Justice has opened its own
probe. Nvidia, one of the most valuable
companies in the world, is conducting an
internal review.Some expect the
technology to reshape human civilization
by imbuing computers with the vast
powers of creation and analysis, and
Trump has repeated that “whoever wins
Al, wins." Nvidia is the backbone of

Trump said this week that he had spoken
to the tech executive as the scandal
grew.“l think he’ll be ingood shape,"
Trump said, adding that "he said he had
absolutely no idea that the person in
question was a spy.”As for when the
president first learned about the concerns

involving Alice Huang, Trump brushed
off the question.“They could have been
mentioned," he said. "Certainly it didn’t
make much of an impact on me.”’r poorer
nations. fromrich ones.

Authorities are investigating
Megaspeed and Alice Huang

With the AI race between the U.S. and
China often framed as a fierce and
consequential rivalry, the Justice
Department has persistently warned of
the espionage threat posed by Beijing.
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Al-powered facial
recognition cameras, 5,000
personnel to secure Delhi
trade fair

Delhi.(Agency)

At Bharat Mandapam, an Al-eyed
security network awaits thousands
of visitors when the India
International Trade Fair (IITF)
opens on November 13. Delhi
Police will deploy Al-powered
cameras with facial recognition
technology to scan the crowds and
flag suspicious individuals, adding a
high-tech layer to an elaborate
security blanket around the
venue.Around 5,000 police
personnel and paramilitary forces
will be deployed, while nearly 1,000
CCTV cameras will monitor
activities across the premises.
Special teams comprising
plainclothes personnel will move
around the venue to keep a close
watch on the crowd. Traffic
personnel will be stationed outside
Bharat Mandapam to regulate
vehicular movement.Additional
DCP (New Delhi) Manjeet Sheoran
said that the safety and security of
visitors remained the foremost
concern. The arrangements, he said,
would allow people to enjoy the fair
and shop without apprehension,
with security personnel deployed
throughout the event to respond
swiftly to any emergency.As in
previous editions, a dedicated
police station will be set up inside
the venue to ensure prompt action
on complaints and any untoward
incidents. Visitors will also have six
help desks at their disposal to assist
with directions and address
grievances.Backing the cameras,
five control rooms will monitor the
fairgrounds and adjoining areas,
with reports of disturbances or
suspicious activity immediately
relayed to the concerned teams for a
quick response.The fairgrounds can
accommodate around 1.25 lakh
visitors at a time, and these
measures will help police closely
track visitors’ movements to
prevent overcrowding.Entry to each
hall will be regulated according to
its capacity, with fresh entry
temporarily stopped as it nears the
limit and resumed only after the
crowd thins out, police said.

Delhi traders ride the Diwali

wave amid shadow of stir
Delhi.(Agency)

Despite widespread apprehension
about the impact of the recent series
of protests in the national capital on
local businesses, markets around
the city are projected to register a
whooping "1.5 lakh crore worth of
business by the end of the ongoing
festive season.A traders’ body has
claimed that business reached
*35,000 crore by the afternoon on
Diwali in the city, with total sales
likely to hit '1.5 lakh crore across
three upcoming festivals, including
Guru Nanak Jayanti, which falls on
November 24 this year.Praveen
Khandelwal, Secretary General of
the Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) and Member of
Parliament from Chandni Chowk,
stated that festive business across
the city is expected to touch around
1.5 lakh crore this year,
representing an estimated growth of
approximately 15—18% over the last
year’s record turnover.The
preliminary estimate is based on
feedback from leading trade
associations and markets across
various states. It also factors in
consumer demand, festive shopping
trends, rural & semi-urban growth,
rising demand for local products
and the wide-ranging economic
activity generated across different
sectors.

A string of major festivals—from
Dussehra and Diwali to Chhath Puja
and Guru Nanak Jayanti—sparks
massive commercial activity across
the country. Dhanteras this year also
brought a surge in business, with
India’s total festive trade estimated
to have crossed '1.25 lakh crore,
reflecting robust consumer
confidence, growing purchasing
power and renewed momentum in
the domestic retail economy.
According to an estimate, the All
India Jewellers and Goldsmith
Federation (AIJGF), jewellery
markets across the country have
witnessed an exceptional rush of
customers over the past several
days.

Gold and silver sales alone are
estimated to have exceeded Rs
66,000 crore nationwide, while
Delhi’s bullion markets recorded
business worth more than 10,000
crore. Despite the elevated prices of
precious metals, consumers have
continued to demonstrate a strong
interest in gold and silver purchases.
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Delhi imposes Rs 11 crore in fines, most for
pollution under control certificate violations

Delhi.(Agency)

At around 8 crore, penalties for
Pollution Under Control Certificates
(PUCC:s) violations accounted for a
majority of fines imposed in Delhi in
the first nine days since the Winter
Action Plan came into effect in the
Capital on November 1. While fines
amounting to atleast Rs 11 crore have
been imposed during this period,
violations related to the entry of
vehicles below BS-VI emission
standards and
construction sites
accounted for more than
Rs 1.5 crore each,
according to the data
accessed from
government sources.
Private cars accounted
for the highest number
of challans among
vehicles violating the
non-BS-VI emission-
related curbs.

Most PUCC violations
by two-wheelers

For PUCC violations, the
consolidated data shows that the
Delhi Transport department and the
Delhi Police issued 8,288 challans,
amounting to Rs 8,28,80,000, as of
November 9. Two-wheelers
accounted for a majority of these
vehicles followed by cars and heavy

goods vehicles (HGVs), according to
the government sources.Sources said
many two-wheeler owners were
found operating vehicles with
expired pollution certificates.

Under Section 190(2) of the Motor
Vehicles Act and Rule 115(7) of the
Central Motor Vehicles Rules,
driving a vehicle without a valid
PUCC draws a fine of Rs 1,000 for the
first offence, which can go up to Rs
10,000 for subsequent
offences.Repeat offenders may also

=

face additional penalties, including
the suspension of their driving
licences and cancellation of vehicle
registrations, officials said.

Most challans to private cars for
non-BS-VI curbs

As part of the restrictions on vehicles
below BS-VI emission standards,
18,304 vehicles were turned back at
Delhi’s borders, while 1,451 were

challaned and 119 impounded.The
penalties imposed in these cases
amounted to Rs 1,16,28,000. Private
cars accounted for the highest
number of challans among vehicles
violating the BS-VI entry
restrictions, with 724 challans
amounting to Rs 66.14 lakh. Trucks
accounted for 179 challans, while
buses were issued just six
challans.Around 80 teams from the
Transport department and the Delhi
Traffic Police have been deployed at
the Capital’s borders and 37
pollution hotspots have been
identified to keep a check on
vehicles violating the norms.
Over 4,000 construction
| sitesinspected
Meanwhile, teams with
officials from the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) and the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
inspected 4,004 construction
sites and found 392 violating
pollution-control norms.Of
these, 81 sites were ordered to shut
down, while 312 were served show-
cause notices.As part of the Delhi
government’s Winter Action Plan,
outdoor construction activities and
dust-generating demolition work
have been prohibited until January
31, except for essential public
infrastructure projects.

Dubai-bound oil tanker
carrying 6 Indians hit in

Persian Gulf, 4 crew injured
Delhi.(Agency)

A Liberia-flagged oil tanker carrying six Indian
seafarers was hit by a projectile while sailing
through the Persian Gulf towards Dubai, leaving
four crew members injured, including one Indian
national, Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal said
on Wednesday.The incident involving the very large
crude carrier (VLCC) MT Fujairah Energy took
place on Tuesday, while the vessel was travelling
from Al Ruwais to Dubai.In a post on X, Sonowal
said four crew members sustained injuries in the
attack. One of them was an Indian national who
suffered minor injuries and was safely taken ashore
for further medical examination.The remaining 18
crew members, including the five other Indian

seafarers aboard the tanker, were safe and accounted
for, the minister said.Sonowal added that the
government was closely monitoring the situation
and maintaining contact with the ship management
company to ensure the safety of the crew, along with
necessary medical assistance and other support.The
latest attack adds to growing concerns over the
safety of commercial vessels and their crews
navigating the Persian Gulf and the Strait of
Hormuz, amid the ongoing Iran-US conflict.Last
month, another vessel carrying Indian sailors came
under attack when the Panama-flagged tanker MT
Louise 1 was struck by limpet mines.

India's Oldest Industry Body FICCI Warns
Air Pollution Costs $95 Billion Annually

The Supreme Gourt directed Delhi and three neighbouring states to detail action against polluting vehicles. The order signals
urgent scrutiny of vehicular emissions as stubble-burning incidents decline.

Delhi.(Agency)

cities of the world, 99 are from India. Nearly

India's oldest and largest industry body, the
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI), has issued

one of its strongest warnings yet on the
country's worsening air pollution crisis,
painting a grim picture of a public health
emergency that is costing millions of lives,
shortening lifespans and imposing a massive
burden on the economy. In its report, 'Clean
Air, Healthy India', FICCI argues that the
country can no longer treat air pollution as
merely an environmental issue and must
instead place it at the heart of India's

healthcare agenda. Experts say India is
grappling air pollution-related emergency,
and the government seems to be in policy
paralysis. The Air Quality Index is breaking
records, and out of the 100 most polluted

a billion Indians are breathing toxic air.The
report's findings are stark. More than two
million deaths in India in 2023 were
attributable to air pollution. Exposure to

polluted air is estimated to cut the average
Indian's life expectancy by about 3.5 years.
More than 660 million Indians live in areas
where fine particulate pollution exceeds

national safety standards. It is alarming that
an industry body is throwing up these
numbers while many of New Delhi's air
pollution monitors went silent on Diwali
night. Rarely does FICCI, which represents
more than 2.5 lakh companies across India,
issue such alarming assessments. The report
amounts to an unmistakable warning that the
country's struggle with dirty air has reached a
level that demands urgent action from
governments at every level.The industry
body argues that existing responses remain
fragmented and largely reactive. While
measures such as the National Clean Air
Programme, Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP), Bharat Stage emission norms and
clean cooking initiatives have yielded some
benefits, FICCI says these alone are
insufficient to deal with a challenge that
crosses city and state boundaries. The report

calls for a comprehensive "air shed"
approach, recognising that pollution moves
across regions and cannot be tackled city by
city.According to the study, Delhi itself
contributes only a fraction of the particulate
pollution that residents breathe. Local
sources account for approximately 36 per
cent of Delhi's PM2.5 pollution during
winter and about 26 per cent during summer.
The rest comes from sources outside city
limits, underscoring the futility of limiting
solutions to municipal boundaries.

The report describes air pollution as a whole-
body health risk rather than merely a
respiratory problem. Fine particulate matter
known as PM2.5 can penetrate deep into the
lungs, enter the bloodstream and affect
nearly every organ system. Long-term
exposure is linked not only to asthma and
chronic lung disease but also to heart.

Half-an-hour ride for Rs 500: In a first,

an electric cruise launched on Yamuna

Delhi.(Agency)

to cities such as Prayagraj for boat and cruise

For Rs 500, residents of Delhi can now take a
45-minute electric cruise ride on the Yamuna.

rides.Gupta also urged people to visit the
destination with their families and bring their
children to experience the river and its

Shut out of PG syllabus review, says Delhi
University history faculty, writes to Vice-Chancellor

Also objects to changes recommended by an Expert Committee. Row follows

wider concerns over changes to syllabi of various courses at DU under NEP 2020.

Delhi.(Agency)

objections come against the backdrop of
wider concerns over changes to syllabi of

This comes after the Delhi government on
Tuesday launched a river safari service at Sonia
Vihar in a bid to promote tourism and reconnect
people with the river, officials said.Union
Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways
Sarbananda Sonowal and Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta inaugurated the ‘Namo
Yamuna River Cruise Service’,
developed jointly by the government
and the Inland Waterways Authority of
India (IWAI). According to officials, the
pilot project will offer recreational
boating and short-distance ferry
services along a stretch of the river ¥
between Sonia Vihar and
Jagatpur.Officials said that the
government has introduced an electric
cruise with a seating capacity of 30
passengers. A second vessel of the same
capacity is expected to be launched by
February-March 2027. The proposed
entry fee to the premises is Rs 50, while a
complete cruise journey will cost Rs 500. The
ride will take approximately 35 to 45 minutes,
with passengers returning to their starting point
after completing the trip, officials said.Calling
the launch a significant moment for the Capital,
Gupta said the initiative was not merely a
cruise or boat service but an effort to reconnect
people with the Yamuna, which she described
as an integral part of Delhi’s identity, culture
and religious traditions.“Namo Yamuna River
Safari reflects our faith, love and devotion
towards Maa Yamuna,” she said, adding that
residents would now be able to experience the
river’s natural surroundings without travelling

surroundings. She said the project would give a
new identity to Delhi’s tourism sector and
strengthen the Capital’s image.Taking a swipe
at previous governments, Gupta said politics in
the past had revolved around allegations,
counter-allegations and excuses rather than
development. Her government, she said, was

working to address long-pending problems and
improve public facilities.Referring to the
Chhath festival, she said the government had
organised celebrations on the banks of the
Yamuna in its first year in office, and expressed
confidence that the festivities would be
organised on a larger scale this year.

Musical fountain, food court among
facilities

Tourism Minister Kapil Mishra said the project
would offer visitors a new recreational
experience, with facilities including a musical
fountain, food court, gaming activities, a
creative zone, ecological and walking trails as
well as a children’s play area.

The Department of History of Delhi
University has questioned the
functioning of an Expert Committee
constituted by the Vice-Chancellor to
review its Post Graduate third-semester
syllabus, claiming that the head of the
department, who is a member of the
panel, was being kept out of final
decisions. It has also disputed
some of the changes
recommended by the Expert
Committee, including that a
paper taught for over a decade be
dropped as it was “ideologically
loaded”.According to the
minutes of a Department
Council meeting held on
September 10 and accessed by
The Indian Express, HoD
Anirudh Deshpande told the
faculty of the History
Department that he was “not being made
a party to final decisions” regarding the
syllabus review. The council
subsequently “expressed dismay at the
composition of the Expert Committee”
and asked Deshpande to convey its
concerns to Vice-Chancellor Yogesh
Singh.On October 9, Deshpande wrote to
the V-C on behalf of the department,
placing on record concerns raised by the
faculty over the composition, functioning
and recommendations of the Expert
Committee.The History Department’s

various courses at DU under the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The Indian
Express reported in August that several
history papers taught at the university for
decades, including ‘The Delhi Sultanate:
Structures of Authority in Medieval
North India (13th-14th Centuries)’, did
not feature in the revised PG syllabus.

The October 9 letter pointed to the
number of PG papers still awaiting
notification. “Almost half of our DSE
(Discipline Specific Elective) papers in
the Semester III syllabus are yet to be
notified,” the letter said. These include
papers on the history of caste, gender,
labour and the Northeast.The letter
sought an early meeting with the V-C for
discussion on issues “affecting the
working of the department”. The Indian
Express reached out to V-C Singh over
calls and messages but did not receive a
response.
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Complaint filed against Karnataka
Home minister Priyank Kharge over
post linking RSS to arms seizure
VIJAYAWADA . (Agency).

A complaint has been filed against
Karnataka Home Minister Priyank
Kharge over an alleged social media
post linking the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) to the
seizure of live cartridges in Bihar and
Haryana, with police saying no FIR
has been registered so far.The
complaint was submitted by Tejas A
Gowda at the Banashankari police
station on Tuesday. He accused
Kharge of circulating false
information and attempting to disturb
social harmony through a post on
social media platform X.According
to a PTI report, in his written
complaint, Gowda alleged that
Kharge had attempted to associate
the RSS with the seizure of around
44,250 live cartridges in Bihar and
Haryana, creating an impression that
the organisation was connected to
alleged criminal activities.The
complainant further alleged that the
Home Minister knowingly circulated
information despite being aware that
it was false, and claimed that the post
could disturb communal harmony by
spreading misinformation.
Describing the matter as a serious
concern, Gowda said a person
holding the constitutional office of
Home Minister was responsible for
maintaining law and order and
protecting public.

No shielding from accountability,
scope of probe must be expanded:
Congress on Ram temple donation

theft

New Delhi(Agency).

The Congress on Wednesday
demanded that the financial records of
the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust be made public and the
investigation into the alleged theft of
donations and offerings at the Ram
temple in Ayodhya be expanded to
cover all those responsible for its
construction and management.The
party also called for a probe under the
supervision of the Supreme Court,
asserting that accountability should not
be confined to the eight employees
arrested in the case and that anyone
found guilty should face action under
the law.In a post on X, Congress general
secretary in-charge of communications
Jairam Ramesh alleged that people
affiliated with the BJP, RSS and Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) had controlled
the management of the trust, temple
construction, collection of donations
and offerings, and their subsequent
deposit in banks."Chanda Chori,
Aastha Dhokha," Ramesh said,
alleging that those who controlled these
activities could not evade
responsibility for the alleged theft.

He said allegations of irregularities and
misappropriation had been raised as
early as 2021 by Mabhipal Singh, a
former accounts in-charge associated
with the RSS who had been sent to the
temple for service. According to
Ramesh, Singh had informed trust
office-bearers Champat Rai and Gopal
Rao after discovering the alleged theft,
but was removed instead of action

National
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Bursting firecrackers on Diwali no big
deal, pollution will subside: Yooi Adityanath

he added. Adityanath urged people not to worry  did not encourage any restrictions and instead
about pollution, stressing that even if there was encouraged everyone to celebrate the festival

He recalled his own Diwali
celebrations in Ayodhya, saying he
himself participated in the
fireworks.Taking another dig at those
raising pollution concerns during

Uttar Pradesh New Delhi (Agency).
Chief Minister Uttgr Pfiade}slh CI];ief Minister t}(ogi Adityanath pollution, it would eventually freely.
. . praised the bursting o
Y()gl Adltyanath firecrackers during Dhanteras
expressed and Diwali, saying that it was
h . heartening to see the scenes.
4ppiness over His remarks come amid
the pomp and concerns of rising pollution

Diwali, saying he immediately

was in Avodhya pollution emerges."Those who
d hi ) If ’ polluted the entire system
and himselt through their corrupt deeds are

participated in not questioned. But if the public bursts
i,. ‘k firecrackers and celebrates with fireworks for
Hreworks. one day, people start talking about pollution,"

. . across the country, especially
enthusiasm with Delhi-NCR. The CM, however,

i said that those who pollute an
which peopie d p _
b f‘. = k entire system through their

urst firecrackers corrupt deeds are not

to celebrate questioned, but if people enjoy
one day with firecrackers, then

the matter of

subside.Expressing happiness over the pomp
and enthusiasm with which people burst
firecrackers and fireworks to celebrate Diwali,
he said that the BJP-led government under him

festivals, the UP CM said people
seemed to remember pollution only
when others were celebrating festivals
and expressing happiness.

The air quality in several cities across
the country has been worsening leading
up to Diwali on November 8. Thick
smog blanketed the capital and its
adjoining regions such as Noida and
Gurugram, with AQI levels in more
than half of monitoring stations
exceeding 400 in the severe

category.On November 9 morning, the AQI in
Delhi inched towards severe category, much
worse than last year.

Owaisi's Babri reminder to Muslim SP MPs
on Akhilesh Yadav's Ayodhya visit plan

AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi asked Muslim Samajwadi Party leaders to question their party chief Akhilesh

Yadav over his proposed December 12

Lucknow(Agency)

AIMIM chief Assaduddin Owaisi called on |
the Muslim leaders of the Samajwadl Party
to question the proposed visit of Akhilesh

that the Samajwadi Party MPs and MLAs
should think about the fact that their fathers
had gone to jail during the unrest after the
Babri Masjid demolition before supporting
their party chief's Ayodhya visit."Sholay ka
dialogue toh nahin bolsakte ki 'tera kya
hoga'. (Cannot narrate a dialogue of Sholay
like 'what will happen to you now?'," Owaisi
mockingly said.

The AIMIM chief further used Mirza Ghalib's
couplet to strengthen his point. "Kaaba kis
munh se jaoge, Ghalib. Sharam tumko magar
nahi aati. (With what face will you go to the

Yadav to Ayodhya on December 12. He said | &

e

Ayodhya visit.

clashed during Dussehra last month as well.
While visiting jailed SP leader Mohammad
Azam Khan in Rampur, Yadav was asked
about the AIMIM chief to which he replied,
"Even Ravana disguised himself for a day and
abducted Sita, but here the disguise has been
in place for years."Owaisi hit back, saying
that the Samajwadi chief thinks every
individual with a beard and a cap is like

. | Ravana.Akhilesh Yadav's proposed Ayodhya

Kaaba, Ghalib? You, however, feel no
shame)," he said.MIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi, criticising Samajwadi Party National
President Akhilesh Yadav’s reported
statement on Muslims, alleged that the SP has
always played with the sentiments of the
community.Owaisi and Yadav verbally

visit has invited severe backlash from the
BJP, which has called out the Samajwadi
chief for his appeasement politics.UP BJP
President Pankaj Chaudhary suggested that
Yadav visit the shrine in Ayodhya on
December 6 instead and apologise for the
killing of 'kar sevaks' in 1990 during the
Samajwadi rule in the northern state.

being taken against those responsible.

Chhattisgarh’s Raipur, Bilaspur, and Bilha to be conferred
Swacch Survekshan Awards by President Murmu

RAIPUR(Agency).

Chhattisgarh’s Raipur, Bilaspur, and Bilha engineers.From each winning city, four
have been selected to be awarded the delegates with dedicated representation
Swachh Survekshan Awards 2025-26 by from frontline sanitary staff will step onto
President Droupadi Murmu at Vigyan the dais to receive the honour.Both Chief
Bhawan in New Delhi on Wednesday, Ina Minister Vishnu Deo Sai and Deputy

major recognition to the state's urban wi|| establish a benchmark for the
sanitation efforts,Highlighting the remaining local bodies in Chhattisgarh,
frontline workforce behind the encouraging sustainable operational

achievement, the Union Ministry has practices and higher citizen engagement
invited delegations comprising sanitation gtatewide.
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India should be a global food basket:
Chirag Paswan bats for food processing

New Delhi(Agency).

Union Minister for Food Processing
Industries Chirag Paswan on Wednesday
called for a stronger focus on food
processing, saying India must move beyond
bulk agricultural production and focus on
adding value to farm produce.Speaking at
the Kisan Tak Bharat Agriculture
Conference 2026, during a special session
titled 'The New Key to Agricultural
Progress', Paswan said food processing had
not received the attention it deserved despite
its potential to improve farmers' earnings,

workers (Safai Mitras), inspectors,
supervisors, and municipal

Chief Minister Arun Sao
noted that the national
accolade stands as a
testament to the dedication
of thousands of sanitation
workers who maintain city
hygiene daily.

Congratulating the citizens,
civic administrations, and
public representatives, CM
Sai noted that securing
national honours across
three distinct urban centres
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reduce food wastage and generate
employment."Every dining table in the
world should have one Indian food item," he
said, laying out his vision of taking Indian
agricultural products to global

households.For years, India's agricultural
growth has largely been measured by the
volume of produce, but the next big
challenge is to ensure that this production
translates into better value for
farmers.Paswan pointed to the absence of
adequate storage facilities as one of the
reasons large quantities of agricultural
produce, particularly perishable items, go to
waste."We can all see food items going to
waste because our farmers don't have
godowns to store them," he said, stressing
the need to increase the country's crop
storage capacity.

Jharkhand: CM Hemant Soren
orders GBI probe into Nisha

Bhagat suicide case
RANCHI(Agency).

Amidst growing public outrage and
mounting political pressure, Chief
Minister Hemant Soren late in the evening
on Tuesday directed CBI investigation
into Nisha Bhagat suicide case. Soren on
his social media post X announced this,
paving way for the case to be handed over
to the central investigative agency.“The
CBI will now investigate the Nisha Bhagat
case. Orders have been issued,” stated the
social media post by Soren on X.Since
Nisha Bhagat’s death, the state
government and police administration
have faced mounting pressure to ensure an
impartial investigation. The Opposition
has repeatedly raised the issue, while
several tribal organisations have
questioned the role of the local police and
demanded a probe by a central agency.

In view of the growing demands, Chief
Minister Hemant Soren has directed
officials to initiate the process of
recommending a CBI investigation into
the case.Nisha’s father, Handu Bhagat,
welcomed the Chief Minister’s decision,
saying he had taken a timely and prudent
step by recommending a CBI inquiry. He
said the move had raised hopes of a fair
investigation and expressed confidence
that the truth would emerge once the
Centre formally approves the
probe.Notably, in a 'Facebook Live'
session, Nisha had accused the Hemant
Soren-led government and land brokers of
harassing her. Following this, she
allegedly died by suicide on November 6.
In the nearly 11-minute video, which was
available on her Facebook profile, Bhagat
is seen crying and alleging that speaking
out against the “Hemant Soren
government and its land brokers meant
inviting death”.In the video, Bhagat spoke
emotionally about her alleged fight against
land mafias and voiced frustration over the
administration's response to her
complaints.

From farming to dairy revolution: Mohan
Yadav's big pitch for Madhya Pradesh

New Delhi(Agency).

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has outlined an ambitious vision to
expand the dairy sector, boost milk
production and improve farmers' incomes
through animal husbandry, as his
government seeks to strengthen the state's
position in India's White
Revolution.Speaking at the India Today
Group's Kisan Tak Bharat Agriculture
Conference 2026, during a session titled
'White Revolution in MP Now', Yadav
underscored the importance of integrating
animal husbandry with agriculture to raise
farm incomes, generate employment and
drive rural prosperity. Emphasising the close
link between agriculture and dairy farming,
the Chief Minister said animal husbandry
was essential to increasing farmers' earnings.
"Our country is primarily an agricultural
nation. I, too, come from a farming family.

And we all know that farming means
farming, and farming means animal
husbandry. So, naturally, to increase
agricultural income, to increase the farmer's

income from farming, we must do animal
husbandry as a matter of course," he said at
the two-day flagship event taking place at the
Bharat Mandapam in Delhi.Yadav said
Madhya Pradesh had made rapid strides in
promoting animal husbandry, adding that the
government wanted to revive and strengthen

the country's traditional association with
cattle rearing and dairy production.Referring
to the state's 'Farmers' Welfare Year', he said
the government was working towards
balanced growth across sectors, with
agriculture and allied activities playing a
crucial role in tackling unemployment and
bringing prosperity."We need to tackle
unemployment, promote agriculture and
bring prosperity to the state and the country,
so we must move forward on all fronts
equally," he said.

MP'S WHITE REVOLUTION
AMBITIONS

Yadav's remarks come as Madhya Pradesh
seeks to build on its position as the country's
third-largest milk producer and emerge as the
leading state in milk production.In October,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah said the
Madhya Pradesh government had set a target
of increasing daily milk procurement from
12 lakh kg to 52 lakh kg.
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We cannot keep flying
on others' wings

India has become one of the world’s largest
and fastest-growing aviation markets. Yet it
imports each and every one of the
commercial passenger aircraft it needs.
Indian airlines have placed orders for nearly
2,000 aircraft—a figure that surpasses the
outstanding orders of any other nation—all
destined to be built by American giant
Boeing or its European rival Airbus. We are a
nation that sends spacecraft to Mars, operates
nuclear submarines and exports complex
software, yet when it comes to the
commercial passenger jet—the very symbol
of industrial sovereignty—we remain
entirely dependent on others.

To understand the scale of this challenge, one
must look at the historical trajectories of the
nations that built the global aviation order.
The first scheduled commercial passenger
flight took place in 1914, flying from St
Petersburg to Tampa in Florida. Five years
later, the first daily scheduled commercial
passenger flight was launched between
London and Paris. However, it was the
modern jet engine, designed and first
patented by Frank Whittle in 1930, that
revolutionised aviation. The post-war era
saw the advent of commercial jets. British
Overseas Aircraft Corporation flew the first-
ever commercial jet-powered airliner in 1949
and introduced the first commercial jet
service in 1952.By the mid-1950s, US
companies began designing and building
their own jet airliners. The breakthrough
came with General Electric’s development of
the first American jet engine, I-A, which was
born from a covert project to counter the
German Me 262. This provided the
foudational technology and the guaranteed
market for early jet engines like J31 and J33,
which in turn powered the first generation of
American jet fighters. This military-
industrial convergence allowed companies
like Boeing and Douglas to take immense
risks. The Boeing 707, aircraft that truly
inaugurated the jet age for the masses, was a
direct descendant of the KC-135
Stratotanker, a military aerial refuelling
aircraft. This model created an industry that
has consistently pushed the boundaries of
technology and efficiency, from the first
swept-wing jets to the composite-intensive
787 Dreamliner.The Soviets took a different,
yet equally State-centric, path. The design
bureaus (Tupolev, Ilyushin, Yakovlev, and
Mikoyan-Gurevich) were tasked with
achieving strategic parity and, where
possible, superiority over the West. Tupolev
Tu-104, derived from the Tu-16 bomber,
became one of the first successful jet
airliners, and the Ilyushin I1-62 provided
long-range service. In the postwar era,
Britain, France and Germany too had capable
aircraft industries, but lacked the scale to
challenge the American behemoths. Then
came the creation of Airbus in 1970, a
consortium of French and German
companies later joined by Spain and the UK.
It was a project designed to ensure that
Europe would not be solely dependent on the
US for its civil aviation needs. European
governments provided repayable loans for
the A300, the first twin-engine wide-body
jet. China is a new entrant to this club. For
decades, China’s aviation industry was
limited to producing derivatives of Soviet
designs. The turning point was the launch of
the Commercial Aircraft Corporation of
China (COMAC) in 2008.

America is big enough for all of us

Michigan’s El-Sayed, the first Muslim to be elected to US Senate, pushed back against divisive politics

DR Abdul El-Sayed had a simple, distinctive slogan
throughout his campaign for the US Senate against
former Congressman Mike Rogers: “Money Out of
Politics, Money in Your Pocket, Medicare for All.” In his
victory speech, El-Sayed asserted his domestic priorities
as well as his opposition to foreign wars and their tragic
consequences: “We want our taxes spent here [in
Michigan], for schools here, and healthcare here, and
infrastructure here. We don’t want our money sent to do
apartheid or genocide or war.”His message addressed the
economic needs of all citizens, while recognising the
diversity of Michigan’s population. Thus, not
surprisingly, El-Sayed achieved a
solid, globally historic victory,
winning with a vote share of 52.5%
(his opponent got 45.5%), while
becoming the first Muslim to be
elected to the US Senate. El-Sayed’s
victory was part of the Democratic
Party’s Blue Wave takeover of both
chambers of Congress and a
repudiation of US President Donald
Trump’s divisive politics, economic
policies and his war on Iran.A
disturbing element of this contest was
the Republicans’ Islamophobic
rhetoric that could be regarded as
unconstitutional hate speech targeting
El-Sayed. The message from
Republicans combined Rogers’ “dog
whistle” falsities about El-Sayed’s
supposed links with “terrorism” and
direct attacks by Trump and Vice
President JD Vance on his Muslim
name and faith. Trump often called El-
Sayed a “jihadist,” asserting that if
elected, the candidate would have to
be screened using metal detectors.
And repeatedly, Trump mockingly brought up (and
sometimes mangled) his name, calling him
“Mohammad” or “Abdul Ramadan.” For Vance, El-
Sayed’s call for reform and equity made him an un-
American outsider with “little gratitude for the country
that gave him everything.”Underpinning these anti-
Muslim attacks was the ideology of a racist/fascist
Christian nationalism, openly articulated by Republican
Senator Bernie Moreno in his repudiation of the
Democratic candidate in Michigan: “Our rights come
from God Almighty” and “Jesus came here for our
salvation.” And El-Sayed “should be nowhere near
Washington, DC.” The message that echoed from the
Republican and generally conservative ecosphere was

clear: “We cannot vote for a Muslim. He is not one of us.
He hates America.”How did El-Sayed and his surrogates
respond to this vitriol? He campaigned tirelessly, meeting
individuals and groups across diverse parts of Michigan.
He never accepted corporate PAC money (unlike his
primary opponent), so he was not beholden to any special
interests. His supporters and surrogates also reminded
voters of his distinguished record: as a University of
Michigan student, athlete, Rhodes scholar, medical
doctor and a successful public health official in
Detroit. While pushing back against the divisive politics
unleashed by his rivals, El-Sayed made diversity the

ABDUL s SENATE

cornerstone of his message. In his acceptance speech, he
laid out his vision of an inclusive America, pointing to a
contrast with Republicans: “They attack the very idea of
America— an America that looks a little different, prays
alittle different.”

They repudiate “who does not look like them, prays like

them, loves like them.”He responded to Islamophobic
attacks with sharp retorts that blended equanimity with
humour. During a town hall meeting (a video of which
went viral), El-Sayed rebuked an audience member who
questioned his loyalty to the nation: ““You assume that
because I am Muslim, that somehow I would have some
allegiance to something that is not our Constitution? For
me, that Constitution is the guiding light.” Here, while

being proud of his Muslim faith, he endorsed freedom of
religion and secularism.

Finally, in his victory acceptance speech, he offered a

humorous riposte to Trump: “You struggle with my name.
When I am sworn in by JD Vance, you can just call me
Senator.”Finally, El-Sayed’s victory in Michigan is also a
testament to the unifying support of many civil society
groups, drawing citizens across race, religion, class,
gender and sexual orientation. Michigan is a purple state
with a mix of Democrats and Republicans, often switching
sides between the two parties. It also has one of the
nation’s largest Arab-American communities in Dearborn,
besides various Christian
denominations and other religions.The
groups that joined El-Sayed’s
campaign included “Michigan Jews for
Democracy,” who “come from a wide
range of the political spectrum”; a

volunteer grassroots coalition,
“Women for Abdul”; another
volunteer-led group, “LGBTQIA+

Michiganders,” and others — all of
whom wanted to elect him Michigan’s
next Senator.

Groups such as Saath, a youth-led South
Asian political organisation, also
joined a Diwali-themed rally to support
El-Sayed’s candidacy among South
Asians, including Indian Americans.
While Republicans tried to divide
Muslim and African-American
communities during the primary, El-
Sayed received widespread support
from Black faith and civil rights
communities as well as Black
constituencies — all of whom
recognised their shared struggles
against racism.To sum up, what I offer

here is a story of the triumph of unity and tolerance, and a

cautionary tale about how authoritarian populist regimes

rule by fear, lies and division. In fact, they consolidate
their power by manufacturing a demonic enemy or
scapegoat to be excluded from full citizenship and human
rights.El-Sayed’s candidacy has exposed the vulnerability
of Muslim (and other) minority populations, not only in
the US but also in right-wing divisive politics everywhere:
in India, China, Turkiye and several European
regions/nations and political parties. However, despite
political differences, we witnessed in post-midterm

America on Wednesday a widespread expression of

harmony and even love for fellow citizens and humans. I

am proud to be a “Michigander.”

O Government dodges political bullet with Agniveer extension, job issue remains y

The cannonball of defence service reforms remains undeterred. The original vision of upskilling disciplined, militarily-
trained personnel after short-service careers for deployment in nation-building roles remains relevant.

The Union government has snuffed out a spark just when it
was threatening to become a political fireball ahead of the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly eclections early next year. By
rewriting the Agnipath scheme weeks before the first
batch of Agniveers recruited under it were to be &
released after four years of service, and allowing
them to serve two more years, the Centre has averted
the possibility of having thousands of 22-to-25-year-
olds clamouring for jobs at a time unemployment is
emerging as a major electoral plank in India’s most
populous state.

On November 21, the first batch of Agniveers was
scheduled to be discharged from the Navy. This was |
expected to be followed by releases from the Air
Force in December and the Army in January. In all,
three-fourths of about 24,400 first-year recruits were
expected to be released under the scheme’s initial
framework, designed to reduce the average age of the
forces and rationalise the pension burden on the
exchequer; the rest one-fourth were to be retained in

regular service on merit.Though the defence ministry
adopted an ‘all-India, all-class’ hiring model for the
scheme and has not published state-wise recruitment

figures, indirect evidence shows young men and women
from Uttar Pradesh formed the largest cohort. Their voices
would have added substantial weight to about a third of

Building safe campuses for all

India’s ascriptive society was traditionally sorted on the basis of exclusion in education. Today it operates in more subtle ways. The death by suicide
of Sahil Wakode at IIT Bombay highlighted systemic gaps that need to be addressed for all categories of students

The Constitution of India considers the practice of
untouchability a criminal offence. Laws such as the
Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 and the SC and ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 were enacted not
only to punish those practising untouchability, but to
also deter those abetting it. As the socio-economic
environment evolved, such practice underwent many
changes. Today, it’s indirect and systemic in urban
areas. Some scholars have identified more than 60
ways of practising untouchability—from segregating
individuals over food choices to discriminating subtly
in educational institutions and workplaces. In rural
India, a combination of overt and subtle discrimination
persists, where the person perpetrating it and the one
facing it understand the thin line separating the two, but
cannot prove its working.Instances of discrimination
are far more apparent in government offices and public
educational institutions. This essentially has to do with
the ownership of resources. Most cases reported are
associated with economic spaces. Therefore, the social
construct is essentially determined by the economic
engagements between communities.Systemic
discrimination and the practice of exclusion in
educational institutions operate in a manifest
manner—right from the admission process at the
undergraduate level. Most colleges accredited by ‘B’
rating and onwards can easily fill the full reservation
quota, considering that the cutoffs need not be very
high. But entry into the best colleges complicates
things owing to students with private schooling and
coaching bringing the cutoffup or securing seats early.

Employability after postgraduate courses has given

way to the preferene for private universities that are
inaccessible to students from the margins. Doctoral
programmes with diminishing scholarships have
begun to keep them out, leading to teaching
opportunities in public institutions becoming
inaccessible. Among those already in service, caste-
based exclusion remains extremely evident. When B R
Ambedkar called for annihilation of m
caste, education was supposed to be the
key in facilitating it.

The debate around the unfortunate death |
by suicide of Sahil Wakode at IIT §
Bombay has again raised concerns about -
the treatment of socially-disadvantaged
communities. The claims by IIT-B and
allegations made by the parents and §
organisations supporting them bring to
the fore the worst case of structural
discrimination.The ascriptive society that ¥
India inherits is mostly based on
exclusion in education. Individuals
belonging to the lowest strata at one point
were brutally penalised for acquiring
education, it being an important medium
of social mobility. However, a new
stratification in education seems to have
been generated. One can understand it in terms of the
courses that members of SC and ST communities opt
for. The question of merit is a farce in a system based to
a large extent on caste ascription. The fact that students
like Sahil make it to an institution of excellence like
IIT-B is itself evidence that there is no dearth of talent,

because unlike unreserved category students, he
cracked the same exam with almost equal grades.
Therefore, the argument of privileging someone
coming from a disadvantaged community does not
stand. One must consider that the seats reserved for SC
groups are far less than the seats for other communities.
Fortunately, today, a few students having better

educational backgrounds are able to make it to the
merit list of top institutions because expenditure on
education among SC families remains high on average.
Their aspiration, however, can be satisfied only at
public institutions. After Sahil’s suicide, the debate
over reserved-unreserved seems ‘manufactured’. The
case has occurred at a premier institution precisely

those aged 15-29 in the state who are estimated to be not in
education, employment or training.It also helps NDA-
ruled states like Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh
and Maharashtra which had proposed job quotas for
Agniveers in various uniformed services at the Union
home ministry’s suggestion. Given that one of the three
criteria for granting extension, apart from fitness and
service record, is willingness to continue, it remains to be
seen how many Agniveers opt out of the central service
and apply for state jobs. The strain such quotas would put
on state resources was indicated when Maharashtra opted
to offer a 10 percent quota in certain uniformed Group-C
services, not 20 percent like in neighbouring Madhya
Pradesh.Though the move dodges a political bullet for
now, the cannonball of defence service reforms remains
undeterred. The original vision of upskilling disciplined,
militarily-trained personnel after short-service careers
for deployment in nation-building roles remains relevant.
But there again, the question of jobs would need to
answered at the end of training.

because the government funds it to kep up standards.
Therefore, the aspiration to succeed here is not just
among those coming from disadvantaged
backgrounds, but also those from the general category.
Sahil’s case is certainly a major concern to the entire
students’ community, as oppressive institutional
engagements claim many lives. As statistics is brought
7 to the table to argue that students are not
able to cope up with the pressures
© irrespective of caste, or that more students
¢ from the general category have committed
suicides, have to be looked at in a very
rational manner. One aspect missing in the
debate is institutional reforms. The
Karnataka government’s Rohith Vemula
Bill can offer some options. It is also
+ important to know about the functioning of
- SC-ST committees, equal opportunities
. cells and inclusivity among the chairs of
such committees. Socially-active
* individuals with known credibility must
. have seats on such panels. Enough
| students from marginalised communities
. have lost their lives across higher
education institutions. Reforms, therefore,
are essential to stop structural or systemic
discrimination on the lines of the 1989 Act. If the brutal
Nirbhaya case could prompt new laws, why can’t
Sahil's case, too? It is important that institutions of
higher learning are treated as spaces for free thinking
and equal opportunities, where traditionally
disadvantaged communities feel welcomed and secure. °
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WTC match-ups, ICC
event calendar for
2028-35 on agenda in
next board meeting

New Delhi.(Agency)

The World Test Championship
match-ups for the 2027-29 and
2029-31 cycles will be proposed
while major men's events for
2028-35 are set to be submitted
for approval during the
International Cricket Council's
board meetings which began here
on Wednesday.In all, eight ICC
Committees will meet across the
four-day programme.

Running from Wednesday till
November 15, the final set of
meetings of 2026 will bring
together ICC Board and
Committee representatives from
around the world.."ICC World
Test Championship match-ups
will be proposed for the 2027-29
and 2029-31 cycles, while
windows for all established ICC

W

major men's events for 2028-35
will be submitted for approval,"
stated a press release from the
world body.Discussions will also
include the first feedback from the
Franchise League Review Group
and Governance Review
Committee, which were both
established at the ICC Annual
Conference in July this year.

“The Franchise League Review
Group has set out to consider
ways to enhance the current ICC
sanctioning framework of
regulations that further protect
and strengthen the ecosystem to
address new challenges arising
from the increasing number of
franchise leagues," the ICC said.

India snub hit hard,
but Suryakumar
Yadav is rediscovering
love, passion for
cricket

New Delhi.(Agency)

Being dropped from the team
you once led is never easy.
Finding the motivation to pick
yourself up and fight your way
back can be even harder. For
Suryakumar Yadav, the blow
was particularly painful. He had
captained India to a successful
T20 World Cup title defence,
only to find himself out of the

national setup a few months
later.A prolonged lean patch
with the bat eventually cost him
his place in the side. The BCCI
decided to move on from the
former skipper ahead of the
England tour, with Shreyas Iyer
taking over the leadership
responsibilities. The fall from
being at the helm of a World
Cup-winning side to watching
from the sidelines took its toll.
But Suryakumar is now
beginning to find his feet again,
rediscovering the love and
passion that first drew him
towards the game.

Speaking to the media at a T20
Mumbai League Celebrating the
Champions event, as quoted by
PTI, the former India captain
admitted that the period
following India's World Cup
triumph had been particularly
challenging."Post the T20 World
Cup win it has been a little
difficult. I don't want to run
away from that fact. If you are
not honest with yourself, it is
very difficult to lead a happy
life," Suryakumar said during a
T20 Mumbai League
Celebrating the Champions
event here.

However, life away from the
cricket field brought him a new
source of happiness.

e @ @ &
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Hardik Pandya to Punjab Kings, Arshdeep to
Mumbai Indians in blockbuster IPL trade deal

November 11, confirming that Hardik and the captaincy well, and it reflected in their wanted him to play under the leadership of
Arshdeep had swapped franchises. Both performances on the field. MI finished in the Shubman Gill.

Hardik Pandya and Arshdeep
Singh have completed a
blockbuster IPL trade, swapping

Mumbai Indians and Punjab Kings

players were valued at Rs 18 crore,
making it a direct swap between
Mumbeai Indians and Punjab Kings, with
no additional cash component
involved.The valuation marks a change

ahead of the new season. What
are the other big trade deals in

IPL history

for both players from the previous
season. While Arshdeep was retained by
Punjab Kings for Rs 18 crore, Hardik
was retained by Mumbai Indians for Rs
16.35 crore. The deal completely

Jalandhar.(Agency)

changes the dynamics of the two sides,
with Mumbai now boasting one of the
most potent frontline pace attacks in the

Hardik Pandya and Arshdeep Singh have
swapped teams in what is being described as
the biggest trade deal in Indian Premier
League history. Hardik, the captain of
Mumbai Indians, is shifting base to Punjab
Kings, while Arshdeep Singh, Punjab Kings'
main fast bowler, is moving to Mumbai
Indians.The Indian cricket board oficially
announced the blockbuster trade early on

IPL, while Punjab add to their

destructive middle order, led by Shreyas bottom two in two of the three seasons under
Iyer.The trade deal ends Hardik Pandya's Hardik.The player was linked to Chennai
second stint at Mumbai Indians, where he Super Kings, Kolkata Knight Riders and
spent three seasons. Hardik's fairytale Gujarat Titans during this trade window. It
comeback from Gujarat Titans turned into an was reported that Hardik wanted to return to
absolute disaster, as he simply could not win GT as captain, but the franchise turned the
over the fans.MI supporters did not take the move down. Although they were allegedly
news of Rohit Sharma stepping down from happy to have him back as a player, they

.

ARSHDEEP SINGH'S FATHER
SPILLS THE BEANS

A day before the trade deal was
officially confirmed by the Indian
cricket board, Arshdeep Singh's
father spilled the beans in an
interview with journalist Vimal
Kumar.

He said that when he first heard
about the possibility of the move, it
came as a shock to him as well, given
that Punjab Kings was Arshdeep's
home. However, he added that he
was more than happy with his son

moving to Mumbai Indians, where he would
get to play alongside his international
teammate Jasprit Bumrah.

HARDIK-ARSHDEEP'S IPLNUMBERS
Both Hardik Pandya and Arshdeep Singh are
proven performers in the IPL. Hardik has
won five IPL titles, four with MI during his
first stint and one as captain of Gujarat Titans.

Father used to hum songs, son Aaryavir Sehwag

chants Sita Ram

New Delhi.(Agency)

on his way to hundred

with pressure. Aaryavir, meanwhile, has found
comfort in repeating the names of Sita and Ram

Virender Sehwag's son Aaryavir has revealed
that he chanted the names of Sita and Ram on
his way to his first hundred for India in Youth
ODIs. Aaryavir, who is opening the batting for
India in the U19 Asia Cup 2026, played a
sensational knock of 160 runs to guide India to
a convincing win against the UAE.It was an
important victory for India, who had suffered a
big setback against Pakistan earlier in the

tournament and needed to return
to winning ways in the tricky
conditions of Al Amerat.Sent in to
bat after losing the toss, Aaryavir
had to dig in at the crease and see
off the new ball. He gradually
picked up the pace, turning a
patient start into a commanding
innings of 160 runs, the highest
individual score in the tournament
this season.Speaking after his
match-winning knock, Aaryavir
revealed how conversations with
his father have shaped his

approach to batting. He said that while
Virender Sehwag used to hum songs at the
crease, he has developed his own way of
shutting out distractions by chanting 'Sita Ram'

while batting.

SEHWAG INSPIRED BATTING

ROUTINE
Aaryavir said his father often speaks to

about the mental side of batting and the
importance of staying in the present rather than

worrying about the outcome of an innings.

Virender, one of India's most destructive
opening batters, had his own way of dealing

in his mind whenever he is at the crease. When I
talk to my father about the mental aspect of
batting, he tells me something that helps me
stay in the present moment. He often sings, so
there should be some kind of reset button that
keeps you focused on the present," Aaryavir
said."So, when I'm batting, I keep repeating
'Sita Ram' in my mind so that no other thoughts
come in. I focus only on the ball. Then,

depending on where the ball lands, I play my
shot. I just try to react to the ball rather than
think about what I should do in a particular
situation, or whether I should score a fifty or a
hundred."The approach appeared to work
wonderfully against the UAE. Aaryavir was
initially happy to spend time at the crease and
allow himself to settle before accelerating as
the innings progressed.He revealed that he had
also spoken to his father the previous night and
promised him a big score in the tournament.
His first hundred for India in Youth ODIs made
that promise even more special.

him

Meet Ishan Sood: India's U19 pacer taught by
his dad, YouTube and ChatGPT

New Delhi.(Agency)

For six to nine months, Ishan Sood
bowled one delivery. A good length,
aimed at the top of of-stump, the same
ball again and again, with a single cricket
ball for company. He and his father,
Dheeraj, practised nothing else.That
patience is now on show at the Under-19
Asia Cup, where the 17-year-old from
Morinda, Punjab, has become one of the
more interesting young quicks to watch.
At 6 feet 4 inches, Ishan has the sort of
frame that makes a fast bowler stand
out before he has delivered a ball.
Eight wickets in three matches tell part
of the story. The manner in which he
has taken them tells the rest.Against
Nepal, he bowled 10 overs, four of
them maidens, and conceded just 18
runs for three wickets. Against
Pakistan came a disciplined 1 for 36 in
nine overs. Against the UAE he
produced the best figures of the three:
four wickets for 37 runs in seven
overs.What catches the eye is the
control, more than the height or the
bounce. He keeps returning to the
corridor of uncertainty, targeting the top
of off-stump and making batters play. He
can swing the ball both ways. Bowling
from a wide angle to a right-hander, he
can also straighten it after pitching, which
beats most batters at will. There is a useful
yorker too. For a young fast bowler, there
is already a fair bit to work with.Social
media has begun comparing him with
Ishant Sharma: the height, the lanky
frame, the ball that straightens after

pitching. It is an early comparison, and
Ishan has along way to go. Buthow he got
here is the more unusual story.

There is no elaborate coaching set-up and
no permanent specialist overseeing every
aspect of his bowling. For years it has
largely been a two-man operation, Ishan
and his father. Their classroom has been
the cricket ground, but also YouTube,
Google, social media and, more recently,
ChatGPT.They watch, research, swap
videos and talk it through. A particular

delivery catches their attention, and they
work out how it is bowled, when it can be
used and whether it might suit Ishan.
Sometimes it is a bowling variation. At
other times it could be a gym exercise, a
nutritional requirement or a technical
adjustment.“We rely a lot on social
media, YouTube, Google and ChatGPT.
We research things and discuss them with
each other. We share videos, point out
what a particular bowler is doing and
work out what we need to learn or
practise,” Dheeraj tells IndiaToday.in.

No need for backup plan: F1 finale to go
ahead in Qatar and Abu Dhabi

Formula 1 is increasingly
confident that its 2026 season
will conclude in Qatar and Abu
Dhabi despite tensions in the
Middle East. The championship
has dropped Imola as a backup
venue after informing the
[talian circuit that it will not
host the season finale.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Formula 1 is preparing to bring
its 2026 season to a close in the
Middle East, with the
governing body confident that =#§
the Qatar and Abu Dhabi i
Grands Prix will go ahead "%
despite the ongoing tensions in [
the region.The status of the
two races had been uncertain
since the Iran war forced
changes to the F1 calendar,
with the Bahrain Grand Prix
moved to Malaysia and the Saudi
Arabian Grand Prix cancelled. With
security concerns continuing to cast a
shadow over the Middle East races, F1
had also explored the possibility of
using Italy's Imola circuit as a backup
venue for the season finale.However,
those contingency plans have now been
dropped, with F1 informing Imola and

the teams that there will be no race at the

Manchester United and
Mavuricio Pochettino: Has

the moment finally arrived
New Delhi.(Agency)

Italian circuit, according to a person
familiar with the matter who spoke to
The Associated Press on condition of
anonymity.

The latest development suggests that F1
is increasingly confident about
completing its season as originally
planned, with the championship set to
conclude with back-to-back races in
Qatar and Abu Dhabi.FIA president
Mohammed Ben Sulayem also struck a
confident note, saying that preparations
for the two races were progressing as
planned."The countdown is on," Ben

Sulayem said in a post on Instagram.

"We are ready for Qatar and Abu Dhabi.
We are fully prepared and committed to
delivering two outstanding Grand Prix
weekends and a spectacular conclusion
to the FIA Formula One World
Championship."He added that the FIA
was working closely with its partners to
ensure everything was in place for the

drivers, teams and fans. However, he did
not provide specific details about the
security arrangements.

F1 DROPSIMOLABACKUPPLAN
Imola had emerged as a potential
alternative after uncertainty surrounding
the Middle East races forced F1 to
explore contingency options. The Italian
circuit hosted the Emilia Romagna
Grand Prix until 2025 but was not part of
the 2026 calendar.

F1 had begun preliminary preparations
with local authorities at Imola, keeping
the circuit available in case the situation
in the Middle East deteriorated.
However, with the decision
deadline approaching, the
championship has now informed
the circuit that its services will not
be required.The decision does not
mean F1 will proceed with the
Middle East races regardless of the
security situation. Safety concerns
# remain a priority, and the
. possibility of a late change cannot
| be entirely ruled out if conditions

y ’cﬁ worsen. All 11 teams have

| supported the decision to stick
with the planned schedule,
according to Reuters.

THREE RACES LEFT IN THE 2026
F1SEASON

The 2026 Formula 1 season has three
races remaining, beginning with the Las
Vegas Grand Prix on November 21. The
championship will then head to Qatar on
November 29 before concluding at the
Yas Marina Circuit in Abu Dhabi on
December 6.
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"Football is timing. It's the moments for it to coincide
and for that marriage to happen."Sometimes it's just a

matter of timing. I don't believe that trains pass just
once."These were the words of Mauricio Pochettino
back in 2022, when he was asked about the possibility
of taking charge of Manchester United. Four years
later, it seems that the train has pulled into his station
once again.United are in turmoil on the pitch, having
managed just one win in their last 10 Premier League
matches. They find themselves 18th in the standings
and inside the relegation zone, with Michael Carrick
increasingly coming under scrutiny. The pressure is
mounting, and it appears that the club could be
preparing to make another change in the dugout.
Reports suggest United are ready to part ways with
Carrick and use the ongoing international break to
assess potential replacements. Eddie Howe, Julian
Nagelsmann and Antonio Conte are among the names
being linked with the job, but Pochettino has emerged
as a leading contender.The Argentine is currently in
charge of the United States national team, but reports
suggest he could be open to a return to club football,
particularly if the opportunity to take over at Old
Traford presents itself. United could also have a route
to securing his services, with an escape clause
reportedly included in his contract, which runs until
2030.But this is about more than contractual
convenience or the availability of a manager.
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Karan Johar Celebrates 10 Years Of Ae
Dil Hai Mushkil In Special Post: "Will
’
Always Be A Personal Story To Me
sl 3 b
g celebrate 10 years of his romantic drama ‘Ae
Dil Hai Mushkil.”He described the film as a
(] L] ° ) . . .
deeply personal story inspired by his own
Dances With Madhuri Dixit TO Yeh Prem experiences of love, longing and heartbreak.

3 . . .9 Taking to Instagram, Karan posted a video from

M l L T tl T k F C ll lt 'l the movie and wrote, “Ae dil hai mushkil... will

‘ 0 lya l e rac 9 ans a Conlc always be a personal story to me... a cumulation

' of many pieces of my pursuits of love and longing
and perhaps also many of my own heartbreaks ...
at possibly one of the most vulnerable moments of
my life I realised that one sided love did not need
remorse or sympathy... it didn’t warrant pain or
empathy... all it needed was deep and intense
understanding that the power of love is so much
larger than the reciprocation of the same...”

“You don’t need to have someone love you back to
empower yourself — the feeling itself is so
awakening and so so powerful! Loving someone
has to be an act of selflessness and we as a
community of lovers have to disassociate the “I"
in " I love You" Selflessness is where true love
truly resides...That feeling made me tell this
story," he added. Karan went on to state, “I do
admit that it wasn’t without its flaws and had
several polarised responses ... especially to its
third act.... BUT truth be told I would have still
told it the same way even today, with its flaws...
with its perceived imperfections..."“No art can be
perfect and all interpretation is welcome but
conviction has to trump all logic and sensibility
when you want to be an unabashed story teller. I
am so eternally grateful to Ranbir, Anushka,

Aishwarya and Fawad who allowed me my vision
and gave me their glorious and supremely talented

I \ilmmaker Karan Johar took to social media to

Mol Liya, a musical family entertainer starring Ayushmann Khurrana
and Sharvari. The film, backed by Rajshri Productions and Mahaveer
Jain Films, is set to arrive in theatres on November 27, 2026. Its title track
features the lead pair and offers a glimpse into the film’s romantic, music-
driven world. Ahead of the release, Sharvari shared a special video featuring
none other than Madhuri Dixit, as the two danced to the film’s title track.
Sharvari and Madhuri Dixit unite for a dreamy dance video

I \ilmmaker Sooraj Barjatya is returning to the big screen with Yeh Prem

Calling the experience of dancing with her idol “surreal” and “so special", interpretation of the same! I thank the cast and
Sharvari expressed her gratitude for Madhuri Dixit’s affection. The moment crew of ADHM for creating the perfect
also brought back memories of Madhuri’s association with Barjatya’s Hum “Vatavaran” on set...“10 years ago we told a story
Aapke Hain Koun..! (1994), one of Hindi cinema’s most celebrated musical about unrequited love. The essence of our story
romances. In the video, Sharvari and Madhuri are seen dancing together to the was “ ek tarfa pyaar" but the love we have towards
title track of Yeh Prem Mol Liya, with the two matching steps in a special all the lovers of our love story is
moment that brings together two generations of Rajshri heroines. The clip unconditional....Love you all from the bottom of
ends with Sharvari hugging Madhuri, visibly celebrating the opportunity to our hearts...Accha chalta hoon... duaon mein
share the dance floor with her idol. While sharing the video on Instagram, yaad rakhna," he concluded.The video shared by
Sharvari wrote, “So honoured to receive this much prem from one of the OG Karan features scenes of Ranbir Kapoor’s
Rajshri heroines of Sooraj Barjatya sir.. the one and only Madhuri Dixit character Ayan alongside Anushka Sharma and
ma’am. Getting to dance alongside my idol feels surreal and soooo special. Aishwarya Rai Bachchan from the film.

5T Thankyou ma’am, you are the best! Hum Aapke Hain Kaun =,
S #YehPremMolLiya... In theatres 27th Nov 2026." Have a look:Soon after she SCI | man Khu n C(] me To O ur

shared the video, fans were seen going gaga over the two. One fan wrote, “Too . .
much of beauty and grace in one frame." Another fan wrote, “She is real Set Without Securlfy, | Got
golden girl and dhak dhak girl actress best actress." A third fan wrote, ', oo
“Madhuri ji came for the final 20 seconds and just stole the show... One just scured . NY"‘“" Bunerll
can’t take their eyes off her Expressions, Grace, Dance.....THE OG H H

QUEEN." One of the comments read, “Iconic." Others were seen dropping Rec "S FII"S eehng
red heart emojis. Ayushmann Khurrana also wrote, “Wow," as he reacted to WJ Ky WL 1

the dance video.

Janhvi Kapoor

ctress Nyrraa Banerji recently recalled her
first meeting with Bollywood superstar
Salman Khan, revealing that she was so

& Addresses Peddi Controversy; Aha v

who is currently seen in Story TV’s Premkatha

alongside Karam Rajpal, shared the memorable

' ° ' ° ' experience from the time she was shooting for a
a 1 eS as ml a an anna S Os film directed by Priyadarshan.Recalling the
incident in an interview, Nyrraa said she met

Salman long before her stint on Bigg Boss, when

3

anhvi Kapoor has opened up about  was recently speaking at the film’s world premiere in Los the superstar was shooting for. Dabangg on a set
the controversy surrounding Peddi, = Angeles when she said the story encourages people to opposite hers. “I met Salman sir way before Blg’g
acknowledging the concerns over introspect, recognise the good and bad within themselves, Boss, while I was shooting fqr Priyadarshan’s
the film’s portrayal of women. Duringa  and work towards becoming better over time. “Try to ﬁlm and Sa}man sir was shooting for Dabangg
recent episode of Koffee With Karan introspect, and see what good and bad exists in you, and you right opposite us. I got to know th?:lt he was
(KWK), the actress reflected on the learn to correct yourself over time. Because Ravana is not all shooting next doo_r, and I got so explted that I
criticism, her own responsibility and  bad," she said. Her comment has sparked mixed reactions re;quested Priyan sir to let me meet hlm. Salmap
whether she could have done more to  online.Varun Dhawan has opened up about his fallout with Sir agreed immediately and came without his
address the concerns. Describing her filmmaker Karan Johar during a recent episode of Koffee S‘?Cuf}ty towargls my set. | went halfway to meet
experience during the shoot, Janhvi stated, =~ With Karan. The actor revealed that the producer-director had him," she said.Despite being excited about
, “It was a violating experience ina way." She  stopped responding to his calls or messages following a meeting the superstar, Nyrraa admitted that she
i also admitted that she experienced disagreement over a film’s release date. During the became nervous when she saw him approaching
o “discomfort throughout shooting". conversation, Varun explained that Karan had suddenly her. The actress revea}ed that she even started
’ Alia Bhatt has caught netizens’ attention after ~ stopped communicating with him, leaving him unaware that walking away, prompting her team to encourage
B liking Rashmika the filmmaker was upset with her to speak to him. o
E‘ Mandanna’s social media him. Janhvi Kapoor then = “T got so scared that I started walking in the
post defending her marriage to reminded Varun that he had opposite d1rec't101,1. My team told me, ‘Please go
Vijay Deverakonda amid online called Karan a child. However, and talk to him.” He spoke to me so politely,
trolling. Rashmika addressed the the actor maintained that he wished me luck for my film, and cut to Bigg Boss,
backlash following the couple’s did not believe his remark was where we met again, and he still remembered
- appearance on Koffee With Karan offensive.Veteran actress meeting me," she recalled.On the work front,
R Season 9, where Vijay’s remarks Zeenat Aman has opened up Ny1:raa is currently seen playing Katha in Story
about their marriage sparked about being labelled a ‘sex TV’s Premkatha, which also stars Karam Rajpal
criticism. In her lengthy note, symbol’ during her career. In as Prem. The microdrama blends romance,
Rashmika defended her husband, her recent post on Instagram, revenge and unexpected revelations against the
saying she would choose him “a she reflected on how her public colourful backdrop of Gujarat. Nyrraa’s character
thousand times" and that their : ; ' image differed from her is the fearless daughter of a dreaded don who falls
relationship was their personal private personality. The in love with Prem, a humble truck driver who
decision. Now, Alia’s gesture is being interpreted by  ‘Satyam Shivam Sundaram’ actress said that while she repeatedly comes to her rescue. Their relationship
some as support for the couple.Sai Pallavi, who will ~embraced her work in cinema, the woman behind the camera- soon triggers a fierce battle between era}j crime
soon be seen playing Sita in Nitesh Tiwari’s ready persona was quite the opposite — private by nature, famll;es, while secrets surrounding Jai’s true
., Ramayana, has shared her perspective on the lessons ~ somewhat introverted, and happiest when immersed in her identity threaten to change the course of their
"’ audiences can take away from the epic. The actress ~ work. lives.
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NSG to Introduce New Breathable Uniforms for Black Cat Commandos

After Commando Collapses in 44°C Heat, NSG Plans Breathable New Uniforms

News Desk: The National Se-
curity Guard (NSG) has de-
cided to introduce lighter and
more breathable uniforms for
its elite Black Cat commandos
deployed on VIP protection
duties, following concerns over
heat-related exhaustion among
personnel operating in ex-
treme weather conditions.

The proposed uniform will be
made from a specialised fab-
ric known as NYCO, a blend
of nylon and cotton, designed
to allow better air circulation
and moisture vapour to pass
through, helping commandos
remain comfortable during
prolonged outdoor deploy-
ments.

The decision follows an inci-
dent in April this year in Vi-
jayawada, Andhra Pradesh,
when an NSG commando
assigned to the close protec-
tion team of Chief Minister N.

Chandrababu Naidu collapsed
while on duty amid tempera-
tures approaching 44 degrees
Celsius.

Videos of the incident, which
subsequently circulated widely
on social media, showed the
commando suddenly fainting
while standing alongside the
Chief Minister during a me-
dia interaction. Other security
personnel rushed to support
him.

Heavy protective gear adds to
heat stress

The incident prompted sen-
ior commanders of the NSG’s
Close Protection Force (CPF)
and experts at its headquarters
to review the physical chal-
lenges faced by personnel de-
ployed for VIP security.

The existing black overalls
worn by the commandos ab-
sorb considerable heat. The
situation becomes more chal-

lenging because personnel
must also wear bulletproof
jackets weighing approxi-
mately six kilograms and carry
firearms and communication
equipment. Black berets and
other protective accessories
add to their operational bur-
den.

NSG to Introduce

-~ New Breathdble Uniforms

-, -~ for Black Cat Commandos
to Beat Extreme Heat

Commandos often remain sta-
tioned outdoors for extended
periods at public events, po-
litical ~ gatherings, airports
and other crowded locations.
Under extreme temperatures,
prolonged exposure to heat,
combined with heavy protec-
tive equipment, can lead to

exhaustion and heat-related
medical emergencies.

NYCO fabric recommended
for new uniforms

Following an assessment,
the NSG has recommended
NYCO fabric for the proposed
uniforms of its VIP protection
personnel.

The nylon-cotton blend com-
bines the durability of nylon
with the comfort of cotton. Its
breathable properties allow air
and moisture vapour to pass
through the fabric, helping re-
duce heat accumulation and
improve comfort during pro-
longed duty.

The material is already used
by the Central Reserve Police
Forces CoBRA commandos,
who specialise in jungle war-
fare and frequently operate in
difficult terrain and challeng-
ing climatic conditions.
According to reports based on
security establishment sources,
trials of the proposed uniforms
have been completed, and the
NSG is expected to procure the
material shortly.

The new uniforms are expect-
ed to be introduced before the
announcement of Assembly
elections in five states — Uttar

Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Manipur and Goa — where
several NSG-protected per-
sonalities are likely to partici-
pate in election campaigns.
VIP protection personnel to
benefit

The NSG is a specialised feder-
al force mandated to undertake
counter-terrorism, anti-hijack-
ing and other high-risk secu-
rity operations. Apart from
its primary counter-terrorism
responsibilities, it also provides
close protection to selected
high-risk individuals.

Its VIP protection responsibili-
ties are handled by dedicated
Special Ranger Groups, whose
personnel are drawn from
various Central Armed Police
Forces and undergo specialised
training before deployment.
The force currently provides Z-
plus category security to nine
prominent political leaders

and public figures, including
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, former Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister
Mayawati, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, veteran BJP
leader LK. Advani and Na-
tional Conference president
Farooq Abdullah.

The proposed uniform up-
grade reflects a growing recog-
nition that the effectiveness of
specialised security personnel
depends not only on weap-
ons, protective equipment
and training but also on their
ability to operate comfortably
under increasingly demanding
climatic conditions.

The immediate focus is on
improving the comfort and
endurance of commandos
without compromising their
operational requirements.

CCL Honours Departments for Promot-
ing Hindi in Official Work

Ranchi: Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) held the quar-
terly meeting of its Official Language Implementation
Committee at Darbhanga House, Ranchi, on Wednesday.
The meeting was chaired by Director (Personnel) Harsh
Nath Mishra and attended by heads of departments, gen-
eral managers and official language nodal officers.

General Manager (Official Language) Ashok Kumar wel-
comed the participants, while Deputy Manager Divik Di-
vesh presented a report on the progress and activities un-
dertaken during the previous quarter to promote the use of
Hindi in official work.

Addressing the meeting, Mishra stressed that Hindi should
become an integral part of CCLs work culture rather than
remain a mere formal requirement. He said its wider use
would simplify administrative processes and improve
communication. He urged officers and employees to use
Hindi regularly in their day-to-day official work.

Ashok Kumar also emphasised the importance of mak-
ing Hindi simpler and more accessible in administrative
functioning. During the meeting, various departments and
areas were honoured for their outstanding performance,
innovative initiatives and efforts in implementing the of-
ficial language.

The meeting concluded with a commitment to further
strengthen the use of Hindi across CCL. Divik Divesh pro-
posed the vote of thanks.

‘Digital Arrest’ Scam: Retired Teacher
Loses Rs 1.23 Crore in Five-Day

RNS: A retired woman teacher in Haryana’s Kaithal dis-
trict lost Rs 1.23 crore, her entire life savings, after cyber-
criminals allegedly kept her under ‘digital arrest’ for five
days through continuous video calls.

Posing as police officers, lawyers and a judge, the fraud-
sters told her that suspicious transactions worth crores had
taken place in her bank account and an arrest warrant had
been issued against her. They threatened her with arrest,
barred her from contacting anyone and staged a mock on-
line court hearing to make the allegations appear genuine.
Under their pressure, the woman transferred around Rs
1.23 crore to accounts the accused claimed belonged to the
government. The fraud highlights the growing menace of
digital arrest scams targeting unsuspecting people through
impersonation and threats of legal action.

Diwali Smog Travels to Lahore? Pakistan Blames India
for Rising Air Pollution

News Desk: Pakistan has
blamed smoke from Diwali
celebrations in India for
worsening air pollution in
Lahore, claiming that light
winds carried pollutants
across the international bor-
der. However, an independ-
ent assessment by the Paki-
stan Air Quality Initiative
(PAQI) has questioned the
allegation, saying there is in-
sufficient scientific evidence
to establish that fireworks
were responsible for the dete-
rioration in air quality.
Pakistan’s Punjab Environ-
ment Protection Minister
Marriyum  Aurangzeb at-
tributed the worsening smog
partly to Diwali fireworks
in Indias Punjab region.
The provincial government
claimed that smoke from are-
as around Amritsar, nearly 50
km from Lahore, could reach
the Pakistani city within five
to 13 hours, depending on
wind speed and direction.
Lahore has been battling se-
vere air pollution, with Swiss
monitoring organisation
IQAir ranking it the world’s
most polluted major city for
two consecutive days this

week. The city’s pollution lev-
els have been aggravated by
vehicle emissions, industrial
activity, agricultural burning
and unfavourable weather
conditions.

A PAQI assessment released
on November 10 found that
45 of the 48 air-mass trajec-
tories reaching Lahore, Kasur
and Sialkot between Novem-
ber 8 and 10 had passed over
Indian territory during the
preceding 12 hours. Amrit-
sar, Tarn Taran and Jammu
featured among the areas
crossed by these air currents.
However, the report cau-
tioned that the movement
of air from India did not es-
tablish that Diwali fireworks
caused the pollution spike.

Lahore recorded an aver-
age PM2.5 concentration of
234 micrograms per cubic
metre between November 8
evening and November 10,
around 10 per cent higher
than the average for the cor-
responding period over the
previous seven days. Pollu-
tion also rose sharply in other
Pakistani cities, with Faisal-
abad and Multan registering
increases of around 40 per
cent, while Kasur and Sialkot
recorded rises of 27 and 33
per cent, respectively.

The report identified agri-
cultural residue burning in
Pakistan’s Punjab province as
another significant contribu-
tor. Satellite observations de-
tected 16,714 potential crop-

burning incidents between
October 1 and November 9.
It also found that Lahore’s
average PM2.5 level was
substantially higher on days
when air currents passed
over areas reporting agricul-
tural fires.

The assessment said further
chemical analysis would be
needed to distinguish pol-
lution from fireworks from
other sources. Low wind
speeds, falling temperatures
and atmospheric conditions
that trap pollutants close to
the ground have also contrib-
uted to the region’s persistent
winter smog.

The episode has renewed
concerns over transbound-
ary air pollution affecting
northern India and Pakistan.
Environmental experts have
repeatedly highlighted the
need for coordinated moni-
toring and action against ag-
ricultural burning, industrial
emissions and vehicular pol-
lution.

The PAQI findings suggest
that  attributing Lahore’s
worsening air quality solely
to India’s Diwali celebrations
would be premature.

Shorties

PESB Recommends Jobi V. P. for CCL
Director (HR) Post

Ranchi: The Public En-
terprises Selection Board
(PESB) has recommended
Jobi V. P, General Man-
ager (Legal) at Central
Coalfields Limited (CCL),
for the post of Director
(Human Resources) at the
company.

With over 32 years of expe-
rience in the coal industry,
Jobi V. P. has extensive ex-
pertise in human resource
management, industrial re-
lations, personnel adminis-
tration and legal affairs. He
joined CCL in August 2021.
Before joining CCL, he

- >
" ¥ [
served at Western Coal- tions, administrative poli-
fields Limited (WCL), cies and legal cases.

where he handled several
key assignments involving
HR management, employ-
ee service matters, promo-

His experience also in-
cludes personnel adminis-
tration, policy formulation
and resolution of employ-

ee-related issues. He holds
a Bachelor’s degree in Eco-
nomics and Law, a Master’s
degree in Social Work with
specialisation in Industrial
Relations and Personnel
Management, and a Post
Graduate Diploma in Hu-
man Resource Manage-
ment.

His recommendation for
the top HR position marks
an important development
in CCLs leadership selec-
tion process. The appoint-
ment will be subject to ap-
proval by the competent
authority.

Moody’s Raises India’s GDP Growth
Forecast to 7%

RNS: Moody’s Ratings has raised India’s GDP growth fore-
cast for the current fiscal year to 7% from its earlier estimate
of 6.5%, citing strong domestic consumption, improving
investment and resilience to global energy price pressures.
In its Global Macro Outlook 2027-28 report, the agency
said India’s growth is expected to remain close to 7% over
the medium term. It pointed to rising capital goods produc-
tion, industrial credit growth and better capacity utilisation
as signs of a recovery in private investment.

Moody’s said India had weathered the global energy price
shock better than expected, supported by diversification of
crude oil and gas supplies. However, it cautioned that rising
inflation, weak agricultural output and higher interest rates
could pose risks to economic growth.

Patna Named Bihar’s Top Clean City in
Swachh Survekshan 2025-26

Patna: Patna has been recognised as Bihar’s top clean city
in the 10th edition of the Swachh Survekshan 2025-26.
Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary welcomed the recogni-
tion, describing it as a matter of pride for the state. He said
the honour, presented by President Droupadi Murmu, made
the achievement particularly significant.

Choudhary credited the success to the collective efforts of
Patna residents, elected representatives, Patna Municipal
Corporation officials and sanitation workers. He particu-
larly acknowledged the contribution of sanitation workers,
whose round-the-clock efforts help maintain cleanliness in
the city.

He also thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi, stating that
the Centre’s support and guidance had accelerated develop-
ment, sanitation initiatives and urban infrastructure projects

Terror Attack in J&K: Motorcycle-Borne Gunmen
Open Fire at CRPF Checkpost, 3 ]awans In]ured

Srinagar: Three Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF)
personnel were injured after
suspected terrorists opened
fire at a security checkpoint
in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kulgam district on Wednes-
day afternoon. One of the in-
jured personnel was initially
reported to be in critical
condition.

The attack took place around
2.15 pm near Mir Bazar in
south Kashmirs Kulgam
district. According to of-
ficials, two assailants riding
a motorcycle opened fire at
CRPF personnel deployed at
a checkpoint in the Akhran
area before fleeing the scene.
The attackers reportedly
fired multiple rounds at the
security personnel.

The injured jawans were im-
mediately shifted to a hospi-
tal in neighbouring Anant-
nag district for treatment.
Initial reports indicated that
one personnel had suffered
abdominal injuries, while
the other two sustained bul-

let injuries to their arm and
foot. Later reports said all
three were out of danger.

Following the attack, secu-
rity forces cordoned off the
area and launched a massive
search operation to track
down the assailants. Police,
Army and paramilitary per-
sonnel were deployed in the
area, while additional secu-
rity arrangements and barri-
cades were put in place.

Investigators are examining
CCTYV footage from the sur-
rounding area to establish
the sequence of events and
identify the attackers. Resi-
dents were also advised to
remain indoors as security

| & @& @ @& @ |

forces conducted searches.
The attack occurred close
to the Jammu-Srinagar Na-
tional Highway, prompting
heightened security in the
region. Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha was also in Kulgam
on Wednesday to attend the
Vaishaw festival, although he
was not near the site of the
firing.

The incident has once again
raised security concerns in
south Kashmir, where secu-
rity agencies have been con-
ducting operations against
militant groups. The search
for the attackers is continu-
ing.
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| RUPESH KUMAR, Sio
Manan Singh, aged about
39 years, by faith- Hindu,
R/o 821A, Sector-47A, Ch
47A, Chandigarh Pin-
460047, do hereby
solemnly affirm on oath
|and declare by affidavit
no.- 10678 dated- 13 -10 -
2026 as follows:-

1. That, SIDHARTHA @
SIDHARTH KUMAR was
my son who died on
13.01.2026.

{ | 2. That, my actual and
correct name is RUPESH
8 KUMAR as per my

# | Aadhaar Card vide no.-

| 4911 4263 3610.

e | 3. That, in my deceased

H | son's Aadhaar Card vide
no. 5018 8790 5659 my
name has been mentioned
|as RAM PRATAP SINGH
|4, That, RUPESH KUMAR
|and RAM PRATAP SINGH
both name are same and
one person i.e. myself,
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The doors of Yamunotri Dham closed for the win-

ter season amidst chanting of Vedic mantras

Uttarkashl/Yamunotrl,Ag
ency: After six months of
summer stay, the doors of the
world famous Yamunotri
Dham of Uttarakhand were
closed for the winter season on
Wednesday on the auspicious
festival of Bhaiya Dooj at
10:28 am in the auspicious
time amidst chanting of Vedic
mantras, religious rituals and
chanting of Mother Yamuna.
After this, the festive palan-
quin of Mother Yamuna, led
by Shanidev Mabharaj, left for
its winter sojourn Kharsali
amidst traditional rituals and
melodious tunes of musical
instruments. In the afternoon,
when Mother Yamuna reached
her maternal home, the entire
Kharsali village was immersed
in a devotional atmosphere.
Villagers and devotees gave a
grand welcome to the palan-
quin with garlands of flowers
and chanting of slogans.

On the occasion of Bhaiya
Dooj, the doors of the
Yamunotri  Temple  were
closed for the winter season at
10:28 am, according to the
auspicious time set for the sec-
ond day of the Shukla Paksha,
Anuradha Nakshatra, Saumya

time,

During this
prayers and religious rituals
were performed in the temple

special

with Vedic chanting.
Following the closing of the
doors, the festive palanquin of
Mother Yamuna departed for
Kharsali, led by Shanidev
Mabharaj. The palanquin jour-
ney proceeded towards its
winter destination amid the
tunes of traditional instru-

National

i\.

ments and chants of pralse for
Mother Yamuna. Upon arrival
at Kharsali this afternoon, the
festive palanquin of Mother
Yamuna will be accorded a
grand welcome by villagers
and local devotees, following
traditional customs. During
the winter stay for the next six
months, devotees will be able
to visit and worship at the

T T

Kharsali.d On this occasion,
Yamunotri MLA  Sanjay
Doval, Block Chief

Representative Ajabin Panwar,
Yamunotri Temple Committee

Secretary ~ Sunil  Uniyal,
Spokesperson  Purushottam
Uniyal, Treasurer Pradeep

Uniyal along with Dev Dolis
of the area as well as police,
administration, priests and
devotees were present.
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Cyclone likely to form in the Bay of Bengal, fishermen
instructed to return to the coast by November 12

Chennal,Agency A low pressure
area is likely to form in the southeast-
ern Bay of Bengal on November 13.
It is expected to move northwestward
and strengthen into a deep low pres-
sure area in the next 24 hours. In
view of the possibility of it turning
into a cyclone, the Tamil Nadu
Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare
Department has instructed fishermen
to return from the sea and reach the
coast by the night of November 12.

Based on the forecast of the
Chennai Regional Meteorological
Centre, the department has issued an
alert for fishermen. It advises against
venturing into the sea for fishing, and
for boats operating in the deep sea to
return by the prescribed time. All
fishing boats have been instructed to
anchor at safe locations at their
respective fishing ports.

According to the department, per-

ing boats from November 13th until
further notice.

This directive applies to both
deep-sea fishing boats and traditional
boats that venture out to sea daily. All
boats must return to their regular
fishing points and anchor safely by
November 12th.

Cyclones during the Northeast
Monsoon:

Low pressure areas and cyclones
typically form in the Bay of Bengal
during the Northeast Monsoon. Such
seasonal changes pose a challenge to
the safety of fishermen. Recently,
nine fishermen from Kasimedu died
after being caught in Cyclone
Murasu, which struck the coast
between Andhra Pradesh and North
Chennai.

In light of this incident, the
Meteorological Department has been
issuing advance warnings regarding

Yoga, and Dhanu Lagna.

Police crackdown on drugs in Tiruppur Railwa

Tamil Nadu; 13 smugglers arrested

TiruppurAgency: To curb the
sale and consumption of drugs in
Tiruppur district, Tamil Nadu, police
launched a special operation and
arrested 13 people. Ganja, marijuana
chocolates, and gutkha products were
recovered from the accused. As part
of the operation, 46 police teams con-
ducted intensive searches at approxi-
mately 92 locations, including com-
mercial establishments and lodges.

Tiruppur Superintendent of Police
Srishti Singh told reporters at the dis-
trict police office on Wednesday that
this special operation was launched
to ensure the safety of the general
public, prevent the smuggling and
sale of drugs, and monitor the activi-
ties of people with criminal back-
grounds. She stated that continuous
action is being taken against drug-
related criminals in the district.
Approximately 143 such offenders
have been prosecuted so far.
Furthermore, preventive bond orders
have been obtained under Section
129 of the Indian Civil Services Code
(BNSS). The Superintendent of
Police also stated that drone surveil-

lance operations have been initiated
in the district since November 9th.
134 cases have been registered for
gambling in secluded and dark places
and drinking alcohol in public.

She added that the activities of 71
history-sheeters involved in serious
crimes and violent incidents have
also been investigated. Of these, 17
individuals have been arrested and
action has been taken against them.

Srishti Singh appealed to the pub-
lic to stay away from the sale and
consumption of drugs. She stated that
if they become aware of such activi-
ties, they can report them through the
"Drug Free Tamil Nadu" app or the
police emergency helpline number
100.

Regarding the need for additional
security and weaponry for police offi-
cers, she stated that the need for these
would be determined based on the
circumstances in the respective areas.
Additional security and weaponry
would be provided as needed. He
clarified that no such untoward inci-
dent has been reported in Tiruppur
district so far.

Mother Yamuna temple in

mit tokens will not be issued to fish-

ys increases the number of special trains

potential cyclonic activity.

for passengers traveling home for Chhath

31 special trains will run from major Delhi stations on Wednesday and » on Thursday

New DelhlAgency In
view of the increasing rush of
passengers traveling home for
the Chhath festival, Northern
Railway has made extensive
arrangements at major railway
stations in the Delhi region.
The operation of special trains
has been increased for the con-
venience of passengers.

A total of 31 special trains
will run from the Delhi region
on Wednesday, while 29 spe-
cial trains are scheduled to run
on Thursday. In addition, unre-
served special trains will also
be operated at short notice
depending on passenger rush
and demand.

According to Northern
Railway, on Wednesday, 10
special trains will depart from
New Delhi Railway Station,
eight from Anand Vihar

Terminal, seven from Shakur

The doors of Kedarnath Dham closed for the
winter season, 19.5 lakh devotees visited

More than ﬁve thousand devotees w1tnessed the closlng of the doors, Panchmukhl Doli leaves for Rampur

Basti, four from Hazrat
Nizamuddin, one from Delhi
Junction, and one from
Rohtak.

Similarly, the 29 special
trains running from the Delhi
region on November 12th
include seven from New
Delhi, seven from Anand
Vihar Terminal, five from
Shakur Basti, five from Hazrat
Nizamuddin, three from Delhi
Junction, one from Rohtak,
and one from Delhi Sarai
Rohilla.

The Railways stated that on
Tuesday, November 10th,
three unreserved special trains
were run at short notice in
addition to the 27 previously
scheduled special trains after
monitoring passenger crowds
at major stations.

Northern Railway officials
are continuously monitoring

passenger movement and
crowds at major railway sta-
tions in the Delhi region on
Wednesday as well.
Arrangements will be made to
run additional special trains if
needed. To this end, Divisional

Rallway Managers, Addltlonal
Divisional Railway Managers,
and senior officials from
Railway Headquarters and the
division are visiting stations to
assess the arrangements and
crowd situation.

India Reaffirms Commitment To Stronger Regional Health

Cooperation At First BIMSTEC Health Ministers’ Meeting
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Kedarnath/Rudraprayag,
Agency: The doors of the
world  famous  eleventh
Jyotirlinga Shri Kedarnath
Dham were closed for the win-
ter season on Wednesday at
8:30 am on the occasion of
Bhaiya Dooj. More than five
thousand devotees including
BKTC President Hemant
Dwivedi witnessed the process
of closing the doors which was
completed as per Vedic chanti-
ng and religious traditions.
After the closure of the doors,
the movable idol of Lord
Kedarnath, Panchmukhi Doli,
left for the first stop Rampur
with the chanting of Jai Shri
Kedar amidst the devotional
tunes of the army band. A
record 19.5 lakh devotees vis-
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ited Baba Kedar in this Yatra
year. The temple was opened
for devotees at 3:30 a.m. on
Bhaiya Dooj today. The clos-
ing process began at 5 a.m.
Chief priest T. Gangadhar
Ling consecrated the self-man-
ifested Shivalinga in the pres-
ence of Dharmadhikari and
Vedapathis. After covering the
Shivalinga with local flowers,
Brahmakamal, and ashes, the
doors of the sanctum sancto-
rum were closed. The five-
faced palanquin of the deity
was then brought out of the
Sabha Mandap into the temple
complex. During this time, the
entire complex resounded with
chants of "Jai Shri Kedar" and
"Om Namah Shivay." The
doors of the main temple were

closed at 8:30 a.m. The temple
was decorated with flowers for
the closing ceremony. Food
distribution was also organ-
ized by donors and the ITBP
for devotees. Recent snowfall
on the surrounding hills has

increased the cold in the
shrine. Dr. Harish Gaur, media
in-charge of BKTC, stated that
the palanquin will reach
Vishwanath Temple,
Guptkashi, on November 12th.
After this, on November 13th,
the procession will reach the
winter seat, Shri Omkareshwar
Temple, Ukhimath, where
Lord Kedarnath will be wor-
shipped during the winter sea-
son. He informed that as part
of the closing ceremony, the
doors of Lord Kedarnath's pro-

tector, Bhakunta Bha1ravnath

were also closed for the winter
season on November 7th.

On the occasion of the clos-
ing ceremony, Hemant
Dwivedi, President of the Shri
Badrinath-Kedarnath Temple
Committee (BKTC),
expressed his gratitude to all
the departments, institutions,
stakeholders, Shri Kedar
Sabha, and devotees who sup-
ported the successful conduct
of the Yatra. He said that the
Prime Minister has a special
attachment to Shri Kedarnath
Dham. Under the guidance of
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami and Tourism Minister
Satpal Maharaj, the Chardham
Yatra has set new records this
year.

@IRST BIMSTEC HEALTH MINISTERS® MEETING

New Delhi,Agency:India reaf-
firms commitment to stronger region-
al health cooperation at first BIM-
STEC Health Ministers’ meeting

Union Health Minister J P Nadda
addressed the inaugural BIMSTEC
Health Ministers’ Meeting in
Colombo, Sri Lanka highlighting
India’s progress towards Universal
Health Coverage through Ayushman
Bharat, strengthened public health
infrastructure and digital healthcare
initiatives.

Emphasizing regional solidarity,
the Minister called for enhanced
cooperation in health security, pan-
demic preparedness, One Health and
traditional medicine, while reaffirm-
ing India’s readiness to share its
expertise and best practices with
BIMSTEC member nations.

He also highlighted India’s com-
mitment to hosting the BIMSTEC
Centre of Excellence in Traditional
Medlcme at Jamnagar Gu]arat to

promote joint research,

capacity
building and knowledge
exchange.Guided by PM Modi’s
vision of ‘One Earth, One Family,
One Future’, India remains commit-
ted to building a healthier, more
inclusive and resilient BIMSTEC
region. Established in 1997, BIM-
STEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral ~ Technical  and
Economic Cooperation) is a regional
grouping of seven countries — India,
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Nepal, Myanmar and Thailand —
aimed at strengthening cooperation
between South and Southeast Asia.
Public health is one of its key areas of
cooperation. The first BIMSTEC
Senior Officials Meeting on Health
was held in Colombo on November
10, 2026, reviewing regional collabo-
ration in disease surveillance, cancer
care, traditional medicine and health
capacity building, ahead of the inau-
gural Health Ministers’ Meetlng
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short of the gold standard for scientific discov-
eries.

Madhusudhan acknowledged the possibility
of unknown processes producing these mole-
cules but expressed skepticism that any known
non-biological processes could explain their
presence. However, others, such as Dr. Nora
Hanni, a chemist at the Physics Institute of the
University of Berne, urged caution, suggesting
that while life is one possibility, there are
numerous alternatives that must be considered
before claiming biological activity. She pointed
out that DMS was also detected on a lifeless icy
comet, implying that various mechanisms could
create similar chemicals without the presence of
life. Some experts warn that relying solely on
atmospheric measurements may never provide
unequivocal evidence of life. Dr. Caroline
Morley, an astrophysicist at the University of
Texas, Austin, noted that technosignatures,
such as signals from an advanced civilization,
might serve as more convincing evidence,

despite the challenges of detecting such sig-
nals. Nonetheless, she acknowledged the
significance of the new findings. Dr. Jo
Barstow, a planetary scientist at the

Open University, shared this view,

remarkable achieve-
ment. The findings,
published in The
Astrophysical
Journal Letters,
indicated concen-
trations of DMS

and DMDS, or

both, that

were poten-
tially

thou-

sands

Indian Scientists Unveil 'Strongest
Evidence' for Extraterrestrial Life

New Delhi: A giant planet located 124
light-years from Earth has provided what
astronomers believe to be the strongest evi-
dence to date that extraterrestrial life may be
flourishing beyond our solar system.
Observations made by the James Webb Space
Telescope of a planet known as K2-18 b seem-
ingly revealed the chemical signatures of two
compounds that, on Earth, are only associated

b is situated in the Leo constellation,
being nearly nine times as massive as
Earth and 2.6 times its size, while
orbiting within the habitable zone of
its star, a cool red dwarf less than
half the size of the sun. After the
Hubble Space Telescope seemed to g f
detect water vapor in its atmos-

phere in 2019, scientists labeled it

"the most habitable known

world" beyond our solar system.

However, subsequent observations

by Madhusudhan's team in 2023

revealed that the supposed water sig-

nal was ctually methane.

Nonetheless, they maintained that K2-

18 b's profile suggested it could be a

habitable world with a vast, deep ocean-

a view that remains contentious. The™

Cambridge team also reported a tentative

with biological processes. The detection of as
dimethyl sulfide (DMS) and dimethyl disulfide
(DMDS) would not equate to definitive proof of
alien life but could potentially bring humanity
closer to answering the question of whether we

are alone in the universe. Professor Nikku
Madhusudhan, an astrophysicist at the
University of Cambridge who led the observa-
tions, commented that this represents the
strongest evidence for biological activity beyond
the solar system thus far. He emphasised the

need for caution, urging a careful evaluation of
whether the detected signal is reliable and what
its implications mniight be. Professor
Madhusudhan remarked that in decades to
come, we might reflect on this moment as a piv-
otal turning point-one that brings humanity
closer to an answer regarding our solitude in the
universe. However, skepti-

cism ‘remains among

some experts regarding

the overall conditions

on K2-18 b and whether

DMS and DMDS, primarily produced by marine
phytoplankton on Earth, can be definitively cat-
egorised as biosignatures. Planet K2-18 b K2-18

indication of DMS. Does life exist in Planet
K2-18 b Given the vast distances separating us
from other planets, capturing images or reach-
ing them with robotic spacecraft remains unfea-
sible. However, scientists estimate their size,
density, and temperature and analyze their
chemical composition by tracking exoplanets as
they pass across their host stars, measuring the
starlight filtered through their atmospheres. In
the latest observations, wavelengths absorbed
by DMS and DMDS were noted to drop off
sharply as K2-18 b crossed in front of the red
dwarf. Madhusudhan described the clarity of
the signal, noting the significance of detecting
these molecules on habitable planets as a

stronger
Earth's

Though

reported with a "three-

sigma" level of statistical signif-

icance (indicating a 0.3 percent probabil-

ity that they occurred by chance), this still falls

recognising the detection as
noteworthy but emphasising
that the standards for claim-
ing evidence of life should

be exceptionally high.

She articulated her
skeptical stance on

claims related to
extraterrestri-

al life, sug-

gesting

that the

latest  work

has not yet crossed the

necessary threshold for proof.
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Colossal Squid Seen Alive For the First
Time In 100 Years In Deep Ocean

Argentina: In a breathtaking deep-sea discovery,
marine scientists have captured the world's first footage of
a colossal squid swimming freely in its natural habitat -
nearly a century after the species was first identified.
According to The Metro, the rare sighting was
made by researchers aboard the Schmidt
Ocean Institute's research vessel Falkor,
during an expedition between the waters
of Argentina and Antarctica. The juve-
nile squid - measuring around 30 cm -
was filmed on March 9 near the
South Sandwich Islands at a depth
of approximately 600 metres using
a remotely operated underwater

and weigh nearly 500 kg - making it the heaviest inverte-
brate on Earth. "It's exciting to see the first in situ footage
of a juvenile colossal squid and humbling to think that they
have no idea that humans exist," said Dr Kat Bolstad of
Auckland University of Technology, who helped

verify the species. One of the most distinctive fea-

tures of the colossal squid is the presence of

rotating hooks on its arms, distinguishing it

from other glass squid species. In another

major highlight from the same expedition

series, scientists also captured the first-

ever footage of the glacial glass squid -

another elusive deep-sea species - earlier

this year in January. "These back-to-

From Extinction to Reality: Himalayan
Velvet Worm Returns After 100 Years

New Delhi: In a world where
man dominates, news of species
extinction and revival takes prece-
dence over the awe-inspiring stories
of life prevailing against adversity.
Scientists recently re-discovered a
species that was thought to have
become extinct over a hundred
years ago - the Typhloperipatus
williamsoni, an uncommon velvet
worm species found in the Eastern
Himalayas.

This strange animal, a cross
between a worm, caterpillar, and
slug, has soft, velvety skin and is a
"living fossil" because its body plan
has not changed in hundreds of mil-
lions of years. The species was ini-
tially described in 1913 based on
specimens gathered in Arunachal
Pradesh's Siang Valley. For more
than 100 years, it was an enigma,
known only by fossilized specimens
and ancient scientific literature.

A group of scientists from
Ashoka Trust for Research in
Ecology and the Environment
(ATREE) again explored Siang
Valley from 2021 to 2023, based on
clues that dated back centuries.
Their efforts were rewarded when
they located two specimens of this

unusual species. Through a study of
physical features and genetic analy-
sis, the researchers verified the
worm's identity and characterized
its genetic code.

The scientists employed mito-
chondrial DNA to position
Typhloperipatus williamsoni on the
velvet worm family tree, and it
shows it's closely related to
Southeast Asian velvet worms.The
discovery resolves a hundred-year
mystery and completes a giant gap
in our knowledge about the evolu-
tion of velvet worms. The study also
accepts that there may nevertheless
be limitations, arguing that it may
be possible to precisely calibrate the
evolutionary history of
Typhloperipatus using larger genet-
ic databases and further investiga-
tion.

The rediscovery of the species
characterizes the notion of continu-
ing discovery and enumeration of
biodiversity, particularly in conser-
vation interested areas.
Unfortunately, habitat for
Typhloperipatus is threatened pri-
marily by agriculture, deforestation
and indiscriminate agricultural
practices.

Indian Astronaut Tastes
Space Station Meals

New Delhi: As preparations for
Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4) gain pace,
Indian astronaut Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla took part in a
special food tasting session - a key
step before his journey to the
International Space Station (ISS) in
May 2025. Axiom Space shared a

video of Ax4 crew trying out multi- %
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ple food options available onboard the International Space Station. In the
video, Subhanshu Shukla is seen sampling a variety of dishes, rating each
one based on taste and preference. These meals will later be packed and
sent to the space station for astronauts to consume during their 14-day mis-
sion. "Today was a food taste testing session," Shukla said. "We have a long
list of food items that we try and give scores - whether we like it or not.
Based on the feedback, the food will be packed and sent to the ISS for us."
Shubhanshu Shukla is set to make history as the first Indian to travel to the
ISS, joining the Ax-4 mission led by veteran NASA astronaut Peggy
Whitson. The crew also includes Sawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski from Poland

and Tibor Kapu from Hungary.
- @ L

vehicle. The species,
Mesonychoteuthis hamiltoni, also
known as the colossal squid, had
previously only been known
through remains found in the stom-
achs of whales or as dying speci-
mens pulled up by fishing vessels.
This marks the first time it has been
observed alive in its deep-sea envi-
ronment. Still transparent due to its
young age, the squid glides eerily
through the dark ocean using its
long tentacles. As it matures, it will
grow up to seven metres in length

back sightings of two rare squid
species underscore just how much of
our oceans remain unexplored," said
Dr Jyotika Virmani, Executive
Director of the Schmidt Ocean
Institute. "The ocean continues to
reveal its wonders, and we are only
just beginning to understand the
diversity that lies beneath." The dis-
covery has generated global excitement
among marine biologists and ocean

enthusiasts, offering a rare glimpse into
the hidden world of the Southern Ocean's

deep-séT RIS EMts.

Testing In Clouds: NASA Flies To Improve Satellite Data

New Delhi: In February, NASA's ER-
2 science aircraft flew instruments
designed to improve satellite data prod-
ucts and Earth science observations. From
data collection to processing, satellite sys-
tems continue to advance, and NASA is
exploring how instruments analyzing
clouds can improve data measurement
methods. Researchers participating in the
Goddard Space Flight Center Lidar
Observation and Validation Experiment
(GLOVE) used the ER-2 - based at NASA's
Armstrong Flight Research Center in
Edwards, California - to validate satellite
data about cloud and airborne particles in
the Earth's atmosphere. Scientists are
using GLOVE instruments installed
onboard the aircraft to measure and vali-
date data about clouds generated by satel-
lite sensors already orbiting in space
around Earth. "The GLOVE data will allow
us to test new artificial intelligence algo-
rithms in data processing," said John
Yorks, principal investigator for GLOVE
and research physical scientist at NASA's
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt,
Maryland. "These algorithms aim to
improve the cloud and aerosol detection in
data produced by the satellites." Jennifer
Moore, a researcher from NASA's
Goddard Space Flight Center, checks the
cabling on the Roscoe instrument at
NASA's Armstrong Flight Research Center
in Edwards, California, for the GSFC Lidar
Observation and Validation Experiment
(GLOVE) on Feb. 1, 2025. The Roscoe
instrument will be uploaded onto NASA's

ER-2 science aircraft. NASA/Steve
Freeman The validation provided by
e @ @

GLOVE is crucial because it ensures the
accuracy and reliability of satellite data.
"The instruments on the plane provide a
higher resolution measurement 'truth' to
ensure the data is a true representation of
the atmospheric scene being sampled,”
Yorks said. The ER-2 flew over various
parts of Oregon, Arizona, Utah, and
Nevada, as well as over the Pacific Ocean
off the coast of California. These regions
reflected various types of atmospheres,
including cirrus clouds, marine stratocu-
mulus, rain and snow, and areas with mul-
tiple types of clouds. "The goal is to
improve satellite data products for Earth
science applications," Yorks said. "These
measurements allow scientists and deci-
sion-makers to confidently use this satel-
lite information for applications like
weather forecasting and hazard monitor-
ing." Researcher Jackson Begolka from
the University of Iowa examines instru-
ment connectors onboard the ER-2 air-
craft at NASA's Armstrong Flight
Research Center in Edwards, California,
on Feb. 1, 2025. The GLOVE instrument
will validate data from satellites orbiting

the Earth. NASA/Steve Freeman The four
instruments installed on the ER-2 were
the Cloud Physics Lidar, the Roscoe Lidar,
the enhanced Moderate Resolution
Imaging Spectroradiometer Airborne
Simulator, and the Cloud Radar System.
These instruments validate data produced
by sensors on NASA's Ice, Cloud, and
Land Elevation Satellite 2 (ICESat-2) and
the Earth Cloud, Aerosol and Radiation
Explorer (EarthCARE), a joint venture
between the ESA (European Space
Agency) and JAXA (Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency). "Additionally, the
EarthCARE satellite is flying the first ever
Doppler radar for measurements of air
motions within clouds," Yorks said. While
the ER-2 is operated by pilots and aircrew
from NASA Armstrong, these instruments
are supported by scientists from NASA
Goddard, NASA's Ames Research Center
in California's Silicon Valley, and the
Naval Research Laboratory office in
Monterey, California, as well as by stu-
dents from the University of Iowa in Iowa
City and the University of Maryland
College Park.

- > @ L



