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China's 5,000-Ton
Digging Machines
Could Hit India's
Infrastructure Push
world.(Agency).

China has gotten a lot of
bargaining power out of its
near-monopoly over rare earths.
Now it's looking to repeat the
trick in a more mundane
industry - and perhaps squeeze a
key Asian rival. Beijing's
newest export controls target
construction equipment -
including tunnel-boring
machines, some of the world's
largest and most complex
industrial devices. They're used
to build subways or drill roads
and railways through
mountains. China dominates the
global market and India is
among its main customers.
Building sites might not be an
obvious chokepoint in the
global economy - unlike the Al
technologies that Beijing has
also proposed adding to its
restricted list, or the rare earths
used in smartphones and high-
tech weapons. What's more,
China's grip on this industry is
strong but not absolute, and
seeking to turn it into leverage
could spur others to catch up.

11-Month-0ld Dies In
Freak Balloon
Accident In US Days
Before First Birthday

world.(Agency).

A heartbreaking incident was
reported in Wisconsin, US,
where an 11-month-old baby lost
his life in a freak accident just
days before celebrating his first
birthday. According to the New
York Post, an animal-shaped
balloon popped and became
lodged in his oesophagus. The
devastating incident has left the
family in grief, with the boy's
mother warning other parents
around the world about the
hidden dangers of party balloons.
However, the report hasn't
mentioned it specifically, but it
appeared to be a case of choking.
The mother, Kisha Avita-Wilson,
spoke to NBC Chicago. She said
that her son, Don'Vayaire Avita-
Mays, affectionately known as
"Baby Don" by family, died on
October 24, just two days before
his first birthday. .We were
keeping the balloons away from
Baby Don, and one of the
balloons came undone," Avita-
Wilson told the outlet.

“He grabbed it, and he bit it, and
when he bit it, it shot the tied-up
part into the bottom of his
oesophagus.""I grabbed him
immediately out of his car seat. |
performed CPR... I stuck my
fingers down his throat," she
added.

Longest Ukraine War
Ceasefire Ends In
Kherson. It Lasted 6
Days

world.(Agency)

The longest truce of the Ukraine
war, limited to the eastern
Kherson region, ended on Sunday
after Russia refused the offer of an
extension, Ukrainian officials
said.The rare pause in fighting,
brokered by US First Lady
Melania Trump and which began
early Tuesday, enabled a
humanitarian mission to the
Russian-occupied city of Oleshky
as the war grinds through its fifth
year.Neither side reported
violations after the truce began, in
what one Ukrainian lawmaker
described as the "biggest de-
escalation since 2022".

"The ceasefire, which was in
effect from October 27 to
November 1, has ended," said
Ukraine's Parliament
Commissioner for Human Rights,
Dmytro Lubinets.He called the
temporary truce "an important
step in our joint humanitarian
efforts" with Russia.US-mediated
talks between Russia and Ukraine
are set to resume this month,
having been effectively frozen
since the United States and Israel
launched joint strikes on Iran in
February.
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Mass shootings over Halloween weekend leave
at least six dead and dozens injured across US

The deadliest violence occurred
in Dallas, where a handful of
shootings in the city's Deep
Ellum neighborhood, a center
of music and restaurants,
killed four people and injured
15 others.

world.(Agency).

Mass shootings over the Halloween weekend
— largely in nightlife districts across the U.S,
left at least six people dead and dozens
injured, officials said.The deadliest violence
occurred in Dallas, where a handful of
shootings in the city's Deep Ellum
neighborhood, a center of music and
restaurants, killed four people and injured 15

others, police said.Police in college towns
like Fayetteville, Arkansas; Birmingham,
Alabama; Newark, Delaware, and
Bloomington, Illinois, also reported
shootings in their nightlife districts.Dallas
Police Chief Daniel Comeaux said
investigators were still trying to determine if
three separate shootings Saturday night over
the span of about an hour and 15 minutes were
related, and it wasn't immediately known
why they started. Comeaux said some arrests
were made but he didn't specify how many or
what charges were involved.This is a really
big scene. It's spread out," Comeaux said.The
department had increased police presence in
the district before the shootings. No police
officers were injured.One shooting happened
after a football game in Alabamaln
Birmingham, one person was killed and eight
others were wounded in two separate
shootings just outside Legion Field after the
annual "Magic City Classic" football game
on Saturday night, Mayor Randall Woodfin
said at a news conference Sunday.Two were

listed in critical condition Sunday, fire
officials said.Alabama State and Alabama
A&M are archrivals whose annual contest
has been played for more than 100 years.
Nearly 70,000 fans attended Saturday's game,

won by Alabama A&M 31-28. The event
draws some of the largest crowds in the
country for games played in their college
football division.Michael Pickett, chief of the
Birmingham Police Department, said most

spectators and families had left the stadium
property after the game. The first shooting
happened nearby, where vendors were set up
along Graymont Avenue.The circumstances
of the shootings were unclear, and it was also
unclear where the fatality
occurred.Police spokesperson De'Rell
Freeman said one person had been
detained and that "multiple weapons"
were found.

¢ Shootings in other nightlife districts

In Newark, Delaware, six people wre
. shot late Saturday near the University of
Delaware campus, Newark police Lt.
% Greg D'Elia said.Video shared on social
media showed people running for safety
from the scene. One stretch of the city's
Main Street was closed for several hours
after the shooting, police said.All six
were transported to hospitals for treatment
and their conditions were not available. A
university spokesperson said they would
provide updates on the investigation online as
they become available.

At least 19 dead in Venezuela army
attack on Colombian rebel camp

Caracas, Venezuela.(Agency)

At least 19 people were killed in the
Venezuelan army's recent attack on a
Colombian guerrilla group's camp
inside Venezuela, an NGO and source
close to the operation said Sunday.The
FundaRedes NGO -- which monitors
rights violations in Venezuela's border
states -- initially reported nine deaths
in the attack early Friday morning in
the western state of Apure.Juan
Francisco Garcia, a coordinator with
the group, told AFP on Sunday that
"another 10 bodies" had been
transported to the state capital San
Fernando the day after the attack.The
attack targeted a camp of the National
Liberation Army, a Colombian guerrilla

group known by its Spanish initials,
ELN.Video shared by FundaRedes
showed bodies lying on the ground,
trees knocked down and the ruins of

what appeared to be a camp site.A
Venezuelan military source close to the
operation, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said the attack had been
supported by US intelligence.

"We had help from the CIA and the FBI.
This was an order from the United
States," the source said.Requests for
comment from the US State Department
and Venezuelan government were not
immediately answered.The strikes
were carried out by drones and attack
helicopters targeting the camp, which
was located in a rural, forested area in
the southwest of Apure, the military
source said.The attack took the
guerrillas by surprise -- they had no
time to react, the source said, noting
that most of the people killed were
Venezuelan nationals.

After the attack, bodies were initially
transported to the town of Puerto Paez,
which lies across a river from
Colombia.

Exit polls suggest that Yotova wins runoff to
become Bulgaria's first elected female president

world.(Agency)

Exit polls in Bulgaria suggest that
incumbent President Iliana Yotova is the
apparent winner in the country's
presidential runoff. Partial official
results are expected later
Sunday.Surveys by several polling
organizations give Yotova about 52% of
the vote. If confirmed by official results,
she would become Bulgaria's first
clected female head of state.Former
interim Prime Minister Andrey Gyurov,
backed by reformist pro-Western
opposition parties, is said to be trailing
with around 44%.The vote was the first

major test for Prime Minister Rumen
Radev's Moscow-friendly Progressive
Bulgaria party, which has endorsed
Yotova. In April's parliamentary vote,
the party won 131 of the 240 seats in
Parliament, securing an outright
majority.Observers say that a victory for
Yotova will keep the presidency in the
hands of the governing majority. Such a
concentration of power could prevent
the effective maintenance of checks and
balances on policy decisions by
institutions, they say.Yotova, 62, took
over the presidency in January, when
Radev stepped down to run for
parliament, and was seecking her own

elected mandate. She's expected to
continue Radev's policy of keeping
Bulgaria on its European path, while
also supporting better relations with
Russia and the lifting of sanctions.After
casting her vote on Sunday, Yotova said
that she voted for a Bulgaria that makes
its own decisions and maintains a strong
voice on the international stage.

"I voted for national consensus through
dialogue, for institutions that work for
citizens, for a strong state with its own
foreign policy in a strong Europe," she
told reporters.The Balkan country
joined NATO in 2004 and the European
Unionin2007.

Judge dismisses lawsuit seeking to
block certification of Alaska Senate
race if GOP incumbent loses

JUNEAU.(Agency).

A federal judge on Sunday dismissed a Justice
Department lawsuit seeking to block certification of
Alaska's US Senate race if Republican incumbent Dan
Sullivan loses.Sullivan, an ally of President Donald
Trump, faces Democratic former US Rep. Mary Peltola
in one of the country's most closely watched races, with
Senate control at stake. Tuesday's ranked-choice
election also includes two candidates who have done
little campaigning, one of whom shares the incumbent's
name.The lawsuit, filed less than two weeks before the
election and with early voting underway, called for an
investigation into whether votes for retired teacher Dan
J. Sullivan were intended for the senator. The state said
the case lacked merit and argued there would be no way
to determine that without violating voter privacy.

US District Court udge Sharon Gleason wrote in the
order that the relief the United States seeks is
"infeasible" because many voters have already cast
their ballots. She said the cast ballots have been mixed
together to the point where they cannot be matched to
specific voters.More fundamentally, the United States
provides no workable plan as to how it proposes to
segregate ballots cast for Daniel J. Sullivan on Election
Day and then conduct a court-ordered unspecified
"investigation" of those ballots in a manner that would
preserve voter secrecy," she wrote.

Attorneys for the state, Peltola's campaign and the
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee argued
that the case lacked any legal basis and amounted to
interference. The senator and his allies, including
Trump, for months have portrayed Dan J. Sullivan as a
sham candidate intent on confusing voters and helping
Peltola.In the week before Election Day, The New York
Times reported that Peltola's campaign was involved in
efforts to recruit the second Sullivan. Dan J. Sullivan in
June, shortly after entering the race, said he'd had no
contact with the campaign about running. He did not
immediately respond to a request for comment on the
report.Peltola's campaign responded by saying the
campaign "has no involvement with either Sullivan
campaign' — a statement similar to one it released after
Dan J. Sullivan launched his bid.

Civilians in Ukraine's Kherson prepare for
the return of war as localized ceasefire ends

KHERSON.(Agency)

Civilians in Ukraine's southeastern Kherson
region prepared Sunday for the end of a
localized ceasefire that has marked the most
significant truce between Kyiv and
Moscow since Russia's full-scale
invasion of Ukraine began nearly five
years ago.The White House said that
U.S. first lady Melania Trump helped to
broker the limited truce, which began
early Tuesday and is expected to end Ms
Sunday evening. The pause in hostilities
allowed besieged residents in the front-
line city of Oleshky to be evacuated in a
rare joint operation that ended Saturday.

"The ceasefire across Oleshky and the
surrounding Kherson region has
provided residents with the freedom to
move, access to food, clean water, medicine,
plus a renewed sense of dignity without the
constant threat of attack," Trump said on social
media. "Let Oleshky become the starting point
for lasting peace." An estimated 2,000 civilians
were in Oleshky when the temporary truce took

hold. They were offered the choice of

evacuating to territory controlled by Ukraine or
Russia, or remaining in the city with
replenished food and medical supplies. For the
safety of those who have stayed, exact numbers
weren't released after the evacuation.At the
Ukrainian border Saturday, family members
waited for a glimpse of their loved ones, while
residents of nearby villages lined the highway
waving flags and flashlights to greet the
humanitarian convoy.But Moscow and Kyiv

have continued aerial strikes elsewhere, with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
saying Sunday that Russia continues to target
Ukraine's energy systems before winter.

Hundreds of thousands of families were left

without power overnight as Moscow sought to
exploit Ukraine's shortage of air defenses,
Zelenskyy said in a post on social media.

"The intensity of the strikes is extremely high,
and the Russians are trying to take maximum
advantage of the shortage of ballistic missile
interceptors,"” he said in a post on X.Final day
of ceasefire brings some respite

Residents in the Ukrainian city of Kherson
remained calm Sunday, despite knowing that
the quiet of the localized ceasefire would soon
end.Don't be afraid, keep holding on,"
Oleksandr Knyha, head of the Mykola Kulish
Kherson Regional Academic Music and Drama
Theater, told the audience as he opened a
concert.The theater performs every Saturday
and Sunday. This weekend's shows fell during
the ceasefire.

Trump Bets On His Rallies, Speeches
For Republicans' Midterms Win

Trump won Ohio in all three of his presidential runs, but a Marist Poll in October

found only 43 percent approving of the job he's doing and 55% disapproving.

world.(Agency)

Donald Trump is capping his final
electoral campaign the way he began over
a decade ago: hoping a whirlwind sprint
across the country will turn out his most
fervent supporters and thwart Democratic
designs to curtail his power in the sunset
of his political career.The 80-year-old
president, weary from a nearly month-
long blitz through ruby red states, initially
called off campaign stops he had planned
this weekend in Iowa and Kansas for
telerallies instead, before changing his
mind and deciding to go forward with
them on Sunday.Most surveys give rival
Democrats strong odds of gaining three
congressional seats needed to take control
of the House, and Democrats are
increasingly optimistic that they have
multiple routes to the Senate, with seven
seats closely locked in the polls.

But Republican insiders, based on private
data, describe a Senate map - albeit one in
which the GOP is unexpectedly on
defence - that's still largely in toss-up
territory or within reach for a win. They
envision a path to Senate control that
involves holding seats in Maine and
Midwestern states such as Iowa, Kansas
and Nebraska.At the Sunday rally in
Dubuque, Iowa, Trump talked about
traveling across the country for his

events.

"You think that's easy?" he said to cheers.
"And I've done it all for one very simple
reason: to stop America-hating
communists and jihadists from taking
over the United States of America by
taking over the United States Congress."
For Republicans, though, it's unclear
whether the president's rallies are a help
or a distraction. The GOP is on its back
foot, largely burdened by Trump's low
approval ratings, including broad
disappointment over his failure to fulfill
campaign pledges to lower the cost of
living and to keep the US out of foreign
wars.Moreover, the final leg of his
campaign rallies - many at smaller venues
than Trump has spoken at over the course
of the past decade - have been marked by
odd remarks, including musing about
male candidates' physiques

, messaging that Democrats have
pounced on to bolster their argument that
he hasn't paid adequate attention to the
economyRepublican Senator Jon Husted
is in a closely contested race for
reelection in Ohio, but much of the
attention Trump has bestowed on him has
been for his athleticism and figure - in
particular his backside. During a rally in
Michigan, another state with a razor-thin
race, Trump, in an aside, commented on
rapper Nicki Minaj's posterior.
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Poll roll protest linked
to women safety,
education &
unemployment
Delhi.(Agency)

Thousands who gathered at
Ramlila Maidan for the INDIA
bloc’s rally against alleged
electoral irregularities linked the
fight to protect voting rights with
concerns over unemployment,
women’s safety, education and
representation of marginalised
communities. People joined for
reasons beyond the SIR of
electoral rolls.“If the names of
crores of eligible voters have been
deleted from electoral rolls, does
that mean all these people are
illegal immigrants? Are they not
citizens of India whose right to
vote must be protected?” asked
Karuna Kurrey, a member of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress.

Manju Tirki, from a village in
Jharkhand, said discrepancies in
her documents had complicated
her eligibility to vote. “We are not
educated; we do not understand
English. Nobody listens to us,”
she said.Young protesters said
political indifference had strained
friendships. “We have lost friends
over this. We have tried to
persuade people around us to vote
and take an interest in what is
happening, but many simply do
not care,” said a 19-year-old from
Bihar.Students from Kerala raised
concerns over education and
employment. Rubi, a 22-year-old
Jamia student, said education
must translate into meaningful
opportunities for young people.
Transgender activist Simran
Sharma, 29, highlighted the
declining representation of
transgender voters in Delhi.

INDIA bioc rally on Nov 1
against GEG Gyanesh Kumar-
Why Congress alleges police
tried to block Opposition

event
Delhi.(Agency)

The Congress is preparing for an
INDIA bloc rally at Delhi’s Ramlila
Maidan on November 1. Around 21
political parties are expected to join
the protest against alleged electoral
irregularities under the Opposition’s
“vote chori” (vote theft)
slogan.Congress General Secretary
KC Venugopal along with Delhi
party leaders visited the venue on
Tuesday (October 27) to review
preparations. The rally is expected
to bring Opposition parties together
over their allegations of
discrepancies in Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls and
the voting process.Congress MP
Pawan Khera said that party leaders
were working on arrangements for
the event.“The entire Delhi
leadership is here right now to make
arrangements for the rally.
Venugopal ji is coming here, after
which he will give everyone
instructions. Preparations are being
made accordingly,” he told ANI.He
added that the programme would
involve INDIA bloc leaders and
participants from across the country.
Police 'obstruction’

Venugopal accused the police of
obstructing preparations for an
October 30 programme planned
ahead of the main rally. He said that
the Congress had sought permission
to hold the event on the lawns of the
Ashoka Hotel, but the request was
denied following police
intervention.He further alleged that
police personnel stopped party
workers from setting up
infrastructure at another venue.The
October 30 programme was planned
as a curtain-raiser for the November
1 rally and march against alleged
electoral irregularities, according to
him.The Congress leader accused
the Centre of trying to prevent
Opposition parties from speaking
out about electoral rolls and alleged
irregularities in the voting process.
“We are not going to succumb to
their pressure. We know how to
conduct the programme,”
Venugopal said, adding that the
party would announce its next
course of action.He also alleged that
the government was attempting to
suppress dissent and restrict
political parties from criticising its
actions.The Congress has been
mobilising Opposition parties
through the “vote chori” campaign.
The November | gathering at
Ramlila Maidan is expected to be a
major event in the bloc’s campaign.
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India’s indigenous bullet train B28
undergoes squeeze test at BEML Bengaluru

India's first indigenously designed bullet train is undergoing structural tests at BEML's Bengaluru facility. Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw shared details of the train's design and explained why its body needs to withstand pressure at high speeds.

Delhi.(Agency)

India’s bullet train project has reached
another stage, with the country’s first
indigenously designed high-speed
train undergoing structural testing at
BEML’s manufacturing facility in
Bengaluru. A video shared by Union
Minister Piyush Goyal has offered a
glimpse of the train and the checks
being carried out before it moves
closer to operation.Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw recently visited
the facility and inspected the
manufacturing process. During the
visit, he explained how different parts
of the train including its roof, side
walls, end walls and driver’s cab, are
being tested to ensure they meet the
required standards.Vaishnaw said the
train’s design follows global
benchmarks and highlighted a
compression test being carried out to
check the strength of its body. The test
is aimed at assessing whether the
structure can withstand the pressure
and stress experienced during high-
speed travel.“When the train runs at
those very high speeds, then around
the train, a vacuum gets created,”
Vaishnaw said while explaining the
testing process.

Why is bullet train undergoing
structural tests?

At high speeds, trains face changes in
air pressure and strong aerodynamic

forces. These can put stress on the
train’s body, making structural
strength an important part of safety
checks.The compression test
demonstrated during Vaishnaw’s visit
will help engineers assess how the
train’s structure responds to such
pressure. These tests are necessary to
ensure that the train can handle the
conditions expected during high-
speed operations while maintaining
safety and reliability.Piyush Goyal,
Union Minister of Commerce and
Industry, shared the video of the
inspection on X, giving the public a
closer look at the work underway at
the Bengaluru facility.

BEMULs role in India’s high-speed
rail plans

BEML, a Bengaluru-based public
sector manufacturer, is contributing to
the development of India’s high-speed
rail technology. The indigenously
designed train is part of the country’s
wider push to strengthen domestic
manufacturing and build advanced
railway systems.However, the train
will have to clear the required
engineering checks and validations
before it can enter commercial
service. The ongoing work at BEML
offers a glimpse of the manufacturing
and testing involved as India moves
ahead with its bullet train plans.

‘Can’t even fake it right’: Kiren Rijiju’s
jab at Congress Party’s Al crowd post
Delhi.(Agency)

Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Kiren Rijiju
hit out at the Congress for allegedly sharing Al-
generated images of the crowd at the Ramlila Maidan,
to represent the gathering at Sunday’s Opposition
rally. He attached an image shared by Congress MP
from Telangana, Vamsi Gaddam, to claim that the
party had to use Al to show crowds at the INDIA Bloc
rally.In the post on social media platform, ‘X’, Rijiju
wrote, “Even the fake Al photo to show that Ramlila
ground was full is not done properly by the fake
narrative team of Congress Party!”The image used by
Gaddam was also shared by several other Congress
leaders on their respective social media handles. This
included former MP and Congress Working
Committee member Jagdish Thakor on his social
media handle, ‘X’.Several other netizens also pointed
out that the image used by the Congress was Al-
generated. It showed images of Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi on the stage at the ‘Ramlila
Maidan’. But the stage appeared different from the
original stage constructed at the venue for Sunday’s
rally.

The BJP meanwhile had termed the entire event a
“flop show’. They said that the crowd was nowhere
near what the Congress Party had claimed before the
rally. Several party leaders posted images from the
rally, saying that almost 40 percent of the ground
remained empty during the Opposition’s megarally.
Congress claimed 10 lakh would turn up for
Ramlila Maidan rally, BJP mocks turnout

In days prior to the rally, the Congress Party had
claimed that 10 lakh people would take part in the
protest at Ramlila Maidan. This was a protest against
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar and
the Opposition called for his immediate resignation,
due to irregularities in the election and SIR process in
different states. The Congress has claimed that the
names of lakhs of voters had been deliberately deleted
from the election roles. The party said that this was
being done at the behest of the BJP. The entire process
had been termed as “vote chori” by Rahul Gandhi.

Delhi pollution curbs: 1,539 vehicles turned
back on day 1, Rs 68.4 lakh in fines imposed

The Delhi Traffic Police and Transport Department checked 14,930 vehicles under the restrictions on non-Delhi pre-
BS-VI vehicles, turning back around 10.31 per cent of them.

Delhi.(Agency)

the restrictions on non-Delhi pre-BS-VI
vehicles, turning back around 10.31 per cent other vehicles checked, 789 were turned

Delhi authorities imposed penalties and of them. As many as 127 challans were

environmental compensation totalling Rs

1,423 two-wheelers, three-wheelers and

back and 38 impounded.Separately, 7,279
non-destined vehicles were checked, of

inspected, 16 were found violating the
norms. Authorities issued two closure
directions and four show-cause notices,
besides imposing compensation of Rs 4 lakh.

68.4 lakh on the first day of the Winter
Action Plan enforcement on Sunday, with
nearly 15,000 vehicles checked and 1,539
turned back at border points for violating
entry restrictions.According to official
data available till 5 pm, authorities issued
566 challans for violations of Pollution
Under Control Certificate (PUCC) norms,
imposing fines of Rs 56.6 lakh. Another
Rs 2 lakh was collected in fines for
violating vehicle entry restrictions, while
environmental compensation of Rs 9.8
lakh was imposed for violations of dust
control norms at construction sites.The

issued and 62 vehicles impounded.Of the

which 314 were turned back. Another 740
vehicles, including those running on CNG,
electric vehicles and those involved in
essential services, were verified and
allowed entry as they were exempt from the
restrictions.In the drive against vehicles
operating without valid PUCC, the Traffic
Police issued 493 challans, amounting to
Rs 49.3 lakh, while the Transport
Department issued 73 challans, imposing
! fines of Rs 7.3 lakh.Enforcement against
dust pollution resulted in environmental
compensation of Rs 9.8 lakh after
inspections at 300 construction sites. Of

Of the 209 smaller sites inspected, 17 were
found violating the norms. Fifteen closure
directions and 15 show-cause notices were
issued, with compensation of Rs 5.8 lakh
imposed. No violations were reported at
exempted infrastructure projects.Delhi
Environment Minister Manjinder Singh
Sirsa said enforcement teams were
monitoring compliance with vehicle entry
restrictions, PUCC requirements and
construction dust regulations."Today 14,930
vehicles checked, 566 PUC challans and 300
sites inspected. Keep PUC valid, follow

Delhi Traffic Police and Transport vehicles, 54 light commercial vehicles, 95 these, 32 were found violating dust control
Department checked 14,930 vehicles under heavy goods vehicles and 34 buses. Among norms.Among 91 large construction sites

vehicles turned back, 140 were light motor

entry rules and dust norms. The quest for
clean air needs our collective efforts," he said
inaposton X.

Traditional dance, grafhti art become
language of resistance

Delhi.(Agency)

At the INDIA bloc rally, the Opposition used
soft power in their political messaging to
influence, connect and mobilise people through
culture, shared values and emotional
appeal.From Himachali folk music and
traditional dances to patriotic Bollywood
songs, protesters at Ramlila Maidan turned the
demonstration into a vibrant display of cultural
identity, highlighting how art has long served

as a powerful language of resistance.Members
of diverse tribal communities from across the
country gathered at nearby CP to present
traditional folk dances. Not just traditional
dances and indigenous musical instruments,
people dressed-up as freedom fighters.People
dressed up as lookalikes of Bhagat Singh,
Mahatma Gandhi, and Netaji were a common

sight, the most prominent being BR Ambedkar.
Some participants wore masks depicting PM
Narendra Modi, adorned with garlands of
chillies. A group of sadhus too joined the
protest with chants.There were large graffitis
made on the roads with slogans against the
alleged “vote chori” as the rally moved from
Minto Road, Jawaharlal Nehru Marg, towards
the Ramlila Ground. Creative expressions
found new forms.A 21-year-old demonstrator
dressed as a cockroach to symbolically
highlight the alleged
deletion of citizens’ names
"i from electoral rolls,
., . portraying voters as being
casually brushed aside.A
i group of people dressed as
an angulimal baba from the
i legends of Gautam Buddha
saying that “he had stopped
at 999, but the CEC doesn’t
" seem to stop even after
chopping 13 crore votes.” A
® Congress state unit
® displayed a one-mile-long
cloth banner bearing the
names of voters allegedly
deleted from the electoral
rolls, with at least 20 party
workers carrying it in a straight line as they
marched towards the venue.The leader of the
opposition had said multiple times that the rally
is “shiv ki baraat”, highlighting the fact that
“it’s time for tandav”.The imagery from the
demonstration brought those cultural
narratives into a larger public conversation.
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‘Don’t behave like protesters’: Delhi Police
faces protest within its own ranks

Around 80 personnel gathered outside the Police Headquarters seeking the
restoration of two officers transferred after a lawyer was injured in a scuffle at

Shahdara police station; protesters demanded a meeting with the Commissioner.

Delhi.(Agency)

Tense moments unfolded outside Gate
No. 1 of the Delhi Police Headquarters
(PHQ) on Monday morning as around 80
personnel stood on the footpath and
protested against the transfer of two
police officers even as senior officers
tried to persuade them to call it off. DCP
(New Delhi) Sachin Sharma reached
the spot soon after the personnel
assembled and was seen speaking to
Assistant Commissioner of Police
(ACP) Manasvi Vashistha — one of
the officers who was transferred —
urging him not to stage a
protest.Sharma asked the ACP and

the other personnel to maintain the &

discipline expected of a police force
and reminded them that they should
not behave like protesters. He also
requested some of the personnel to
accompany him inside the PHQ but no
one was ready. Protesters demanded a
Sampark Sabha by the Commissioner.
Behind the protest

ACP Vashistha, who was posted in the
Gandhi Nagar subdivision, and Inspector
Arun Kumar, the Station House Officer
of Shahdara police station were
transferred following an incident at
Shahdara police station on October 23, in
which an advocate allegedly sustained a
serious head injury during a scuffle.The
incident triggered an indefinite strike by

e N r =

district court lawyers, who demanded
action against the officers concerned.
The lawyers called off their strike on
October 28 after the transfer orders were
issued.The transfers, however, led to
discontent among a section of Delhi
Police personnel, who sought an
opportunity to meet the police
commissioner and raise their concerns

over the action taken against the two
officers.Messages circulated in Delhi
Police WhatsApp groups had called upon
personnel to assemble outside the
headquarters on Monday morning to
express their support for the transferred
officers and seek restoration of their
previous postings.District DCPs and unit
heads had been asked to ensure that their
staff did not reach the PHQ for the
proposed protest. The developments also
come ahead of an interaction programme
scheduled by Lieutenant Governor
Taranjit Singh Sandhu.
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Sting op probe Another suspect
identified in Delhi, says
Karnataka Home Minister
KALABURAGI. (Agency).

The investigation into the sting
operation case is in progress and
several significant details have
already come to light, Home Minister
Priyank Kharge said here on Sunday,
adding that further investigation is
expected to reveal additional facts.

At a press conference here, he said if
suspicion falls on any individual
during the investigation, legal action
will be taken against them, regardless
of how influential they may be.The
minister expressed his displeasure at
Union Minister H D Kumaraswamy,
emphasising that those in public life
have a duty to uphold the dignity of
their position and office. He criticised
the persistent personal attacks,
derogatory remarks regarding caste
and family and the use of
disrespectful, informal language
(addressing others in the
singular/derogatory form).

Priyank said technical analysis
during the investigation has
uncovered key details. The
investigation is trying to determine
the origin of the case and the
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Yogi Adityanath invites people to Ayodhya for
Deepotsav, urges support for artisans

Lucknow (Agency).

small traders. There was a complete absence of hardworking family. Such is our Deepotsav... Jai
vision to transform the power of faith into new Jai Shri Ram,” PTI quoted him as saying on X.

Yooi Adityanath
said Ayodhya's
Deepotsav is
creating
livelihoods for
local workers
and traders. He
linked the
festival’s cultural
revival with
inclusive growth
and community

support.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Monday said Ayodhya's Deepotsav was
strengthening both faith and the local economy
by creating livelihood opportunities
for potters, farmers, labourers and
small traders, news agency Press
Trust of India reported.Adityanath
said every lamp lit during the festival
brought hope to a family, while
claiming that no such effort had been
made before 2017 to use Ayodhya's
cultural potential to support local
livelihoods.In a post on X in Hindi, he
said, “The grand Deepotsav of Shri
Ayodhya Dham is infusing new
energy not only into faith but also into
the economy.

Every lamp lit here is casting new
light on the labour of a potter, the
produce of a farmer, and the livelihood of a
family.”But before the year 2017, this light was
absent. No initiative was taken to connect the
immense cultural potential of Ram Nagari with
the prosperity of local artisans, farmers, and

opportunities for livelihood. The double-engine In another Hindi post on X, Adityanath
government has dispelled this darkness,” he said. highlighted Ayodhya's spiritual importance and
Under the guidance of Prime Minister Narendra invited people to visit the city to witness the
Deepotsav celebrations. He also shared a
letter titled “Yogi Kee Paatee”, addressed
to the people of Uttar Pradesh.“My
esteemed fellow citizens of the state, the
foremost among the seven sacred cities,
Shri Ayodhya Dham, is thrilled to
welcome its 10th grand and divine
Deepotsav. Deepotsav symbolises the
journey from darkness to light, despair to
hope, and faith to progress. It is not merely
the lighting of lamps, but a grand festival
of the revival of India's eternal
consciousness and cultural pride,” he
said.Describing the celebrations,
Adityanath said, “The garland of lamps
adorning the banks of Mother Saryu, and
the twinkling of millions of lamps on Ram ki
Paidi, seem as if the Akash Ganga (Milky Way)
has descended upon Ayodhya.” He added that
drone displays and the participation of artists
added to the festival's splendour.

P

Modi, the festival, illuminated by millions of
lamps, was creating new work and business
opportunities for potters, labourers and small
traders, Adityanath added.“The very diya
(earthen lamp) that makes Ram Nagari sparkle
also kindles hope for prosperity in the home of a

individuals behind it. The FIR
contains clear references regarding
the dissemination of this matter and
those who orchestrated it.

More action in J&K’s corridors of
power: Interim Chief Secretary

appointed as Sajjan Singh Yadav

Jammu (Agency).

The Jammu and Kashmir government,
in a major development late Sunday
night, assigned the charge of UT Chief
Secretary to Shailendra Kumar, a 1995
AGMUT cadre IAS officer, until the
arrival of new Chief Secretary Dr
Sajjan Singh Yadav in J&K.Kumar is
currently serving as Financial
Commissioner (Additional Chief
Secretary), Finance Department in the
UT Administration, besides holding
additional charge of the Administrative
Secretary, Agriculture Production
Department.According to an order
issued by the General Administration
Department, he “will continue to look
after the charge of chief secretary until
Dr Sajjan Singh Yadav, IAS (AGMUT
1995), joins the Union Territory of

CM Vijay launches development projects
worth over Rs 80 crore in Pudukkottai

Karnataka Chief Minister DK Shivakumar said the Kannada flag recognition issue would be raised during the Belagavi

"BJP’s propaganda punctured':
Congress says Delhi markets
flourished amid INDIA bioc rally

New Delhi (Agency).

The Congress on Monday criticised the

Assembly session. The planned leqal framework follows the Centre's earlier refusal to approve the state's request.

BJP and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
over allegations that the INDIA bloc's

Pudukottai (Agency)

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay on stadium constructed at a cost of Rs 6.29 crore. farmers about their needs. The discussions

Monday inaugurated 44 completed
development projects worth about Rs
68.31 crore and laid the foundation
stones for 70 new projects valued at
Rs 11.72 crore in Pudukkottai, Press
Trust of India reported.During his
first official visit to the district since
taking office in May, Vijay also
distributed welfare assistance worth
Rs 62.73 crore to 13,676
beneficiaries.Among the projects
inaugurated was a new bus terminal
built at a cost of Rs 23.25 crore. It has
60 bus bays, commercial complexes,
waiting rooms and designated

facilities for nursing mothers and people with in badminton, volleyball, kabaddi and table Public had begun gathering as early as 8 am,
disabilities.The chief minister also tennis.Earlier, Vijay inspected local Ppolicesaid,accordingtoPTI.

——
——
—_—

November 1 rally would disrupt business
activities and cause losses to traders. The
party said these claims fell flat, citing
reports that markets across Delhi remained
busy and shops continued to operate as
usual despite the political
gathering.Congress general secretary and
communications in-charge Jairam
Ramesh shared a media report on X,
saying concerns about the rally's impact on
commercial activity proved unfounded,
with businesses reportedly continuing
without disruption.In a Hindi post on X,
Ramesh dismissed the BJP's claims as
baseless, accusing the party of spreading
misinformation to undermine the INDIA
bloc's mega-rally and discourage people
from travelling to the national capital.

He said the BJP had sought to create the
impression that the rally would disrupt

inaugurated a multipurpose indoor sports agricultural produce and briefly spoke to

focused on the need for Cauvery river water
for irrigation as several areas were facing
water shortages, a source told PTI.He was
also informed that the cashew industry in
Adanakottai was a major source of]
livelihood for about five lakh families in the
region. Vijay arrived in Tiruchirappalli on a
special flight from Chennai and travelled
about 55 km by road to Pudukkottai. He held
a roadshow during which people lined both
sides of the roads and greeted him.Crowds
gathered along Viralimalai and Mathur,
cheering and raising slogans as the chief
minister's convoy passed through the region.
Hundreds of supporters and members of the

The facility will be used to train local athletes

Jammu and Kashmir.”Dr Sajjan Singh
Yadav, according to an order issued by
the Ministry of Home Affairs, was
appointed new Chief Secretary of
Jammu and Kashmir with effect from
November 1 or the date he assumes
charge, whichever is later.He succeeds
Atal Dulloo, who retired as Chief
Secretary on October 31.

Big blow to AAP as three MLAs from join
BJP ahead of Punjab Assembly polls

New Delhi (Agency).

Earlier on Sunday, LG Manoj Sinha had
ordered the transfer of six IAS officers,
including Shaleen Kabra, a 1992-batch
AGMUT-cadre IAS officer, and posted
him as DG of Jammu and Kashmir
Institute of Management, Public
Administration & Rural Development.
Kabra was Financial Commissioner
(Additional Chief Secretary) at the Jal
Shakti Department, besides holding
additional charge of the posts of
Financial Commissioner Revenue,
J&K; Administrative Secretary, Estates
Department; and Administrative
Secretary, Revenue Department.

Three AAP leaders from Punjab,
including suspended MLA and former
IPS officer Kunwar Vijay Pratap Singh,
joined the BJP on Monday, dealing a
setback to the ruling party ahead of the Fog
state Assembly elections. G
The development came after Singh
announced his resignation as a member
of the Punjab Legislative Assembly
earlier in the day. In a Facebook post, the

submitted his resignation to Speaker Kultar

Former Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah meets
Rahul amid sting operation row

BENGALURU(Agency).

Congress Working Committee (CWC)
member and former Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah met Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi in New Delhi
on Sunday amid the ongoing controversy
surrounding the alleged sting
operation targeting
him.Siddaramaiah met Rahul at the
residence of AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge for around 15
minutes, shortly before participating *
in the INDIA bloc protest against the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) at
Ramlila Maidan. However, the two
leaders could not hold a one-on-one
meeting, according to sources.Rahul §
has reportedly given an appointment
to Siddaramaiah for Monday, when
the former chief minister is likely to
discuss the sting operation controversy in
detail and its political implications.

Siddaramaiah also met Kharge and

bloc.Earlier in the day, Siddaramaiah
participated in the Kannada Rajyotsava
celebrations organised at the Karnataka
Bhavan. He paid floral tributes to the
portrait of Goddess Bhuvaneshwari, the
presiding deity of Karnataka.The
celebrations were attended by the state

ualid

government’s representative in Delhi, T B
Jayachandra, Karnataka Bhavan Resident
Commissioner Sameer Shukla, Assistant
Commissioner Mohan, Karnataka MPs
and MLAs, besides bhavan staff and their

interacted with leaders of the INDIA family members.
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with two other AAP legislators, Chetan New Delhi in the presence of senior BJP

commercial activities and force markets to
close. However, Ramesh argued that it was
obvious to anyone that people arriving
from across the country would also shop,
ultimately benefiting -- directly or
indirectly -- every business owner in
Delhi.The intent behind this "false and
irrational smear campaign" fabricated by
the BJP was clear: to divert the country's
attention from the real issues of vote theft
and the Election Commission's
accountability, in order to save Gyanesh
Kumar, and to discourage people from
joining the mega rally. But the exact
opposite happened, he said."People in
Delhi and those who came from across the
country responded to this smear campaign
in their own way. In response to Rahul
Gandhi ji's appeal, people went shopping
in Delhi's markets. Shops in Old Delhi's
wholesale markets opened, and business
boomed. On top of that, people bought
goods in abundance from small
shopkeepers and street vendors too.

‘Be quiet or [ will give an hour-long speech’:
Mallikarjun Kharge warns Ramhl Maidan crowd

New Delhi(Agency).

Singh Sandhwan.Singh joined the BJPalong Pathanmajra, at the party headquarters in

leaders.Jouramajra, who represented
Samana, and Pathanmajra, the MLA from
Sanour in Patiala district, had resigned from
the AAP on Sunday.BJP national general
secretary and Punjab in-charge Satish
Poonia, co-in-charge Virendra Sachdeva
* and Punjab BJP president Kewal Singh
Dhillon were present at the
induction.Welcoming the three leaders,
Poonia said their political, social and
administrative experience would
Singh Jouramajra and Harmeet Singh strengthenthe BJP's effortsin Punjab.

speak for an hour.”Most of the slogans being raised by
the crowd, slammed Chief Election Commissioner,
Gyanesh Kumar. His resignation was also the major
agenda of the rally.But a small group yelled, “Modi ka
baap bhi jayega.” These were the exact same words
that Kharge had used while
speaking at a function in
Patna, and stirred a political
controversy.To counter
Kharge’s remark, the BIJP
came up with a counter
slogan, “Modi kahi nahi
jayega.”Speaking at the
Ramlila Maidan on Sunday,
Kharge echoed similar
sentiments, regarding the PM.
But he omitted the controversial bit. He said, “Modi
jayega, tabhi loktantra bachega”, which translates to,

Initially as he took the

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge dealt with the dais to speak, Kharge
Ramlila Maidan rally crowd quite sternly. As they
repeated a line regarding PM Narendra Modi, which
the Congress chief had said
around a week ago, he told them
that he would keep his speech
short only if they settled
down.Initially as he took the dais
to speak, Kharge stood silently
for around 30 seconds. This even
as slogans and chants were being
raised by the rally crowd and a
musical instrument was being
played. Clearly, the senior leader
was not very impressed by the high decibel levels at
the rally.Speaking in Hindi, he said, “Dekho, aap agar

stood silently for

around 30 seconds.

This even as slogans

and chants were being
raised by the rally
crowd and a musical

instrument was being

played. Clearly, the

senior leader was not

chup baithenge, main paanch minute mein apna ‘“Modiwill go, and democracy will thus survive.” very impressed by the
bhashan khatm kar raha hun. Agar chup nahin ThePatnaincident . .
baithenge, main ek ghanta bhashan karunga”, which While speaking at a function in Patna, Kharge was high decibel levels at
when translated reads, “If you stay quiet, I'll finishmy heard shouting, “Modi ka baap bhi jayega”, after | the rally.

speech in five minutes; if you do not stay quiet, I'll being heckled by an audience member.
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Editorial

DELHI | 03 November 2026

The tricky tango of
competing aspirations
in Uttar Pradesh

Left to Mulayam Singh Yadav, the late founder
and patriarch of the Samajwadi Party, he would
never have dreamed of embracing the Congress
as an electoral ally. He was, however, not averse
to transacting business with the Grand Old
Party for self-preservation.

He accepted the Congress’s support for his
minority government in Uttar Pradesh in 1991,
after the downfall of the V P Singh government
and a split in the Janata Dal leading to the
emergence of the JD (Socialist) headed by
former Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar.
Yadav went along with Chandra Shekhar. But
unlike the stalwart from Ballia, who did not last
after the Congress withdrew support in March
1991, the pugilist from Etawah outsmarted
Rajiv Gandhi, then the Congress president.
Yadav dissolved his Assembly at midnight and
offered resignation as Chief Minister to the
Governor at the crack of dawn. All because he
had learnt through a Congress mole that Gandhi
was planning to topple his government and
facilitate the imposition of President’s rule in
UP before the Lok Sabha polls. The Congress
had readied its communiqué for withdrawing
support, but was clueless about Yadav’s
manoeuvre. In 2008, Yadav ended his
relationship with the Left Front and helped the
Congress survive a trust vote in Parliament on
the Indo-US civil nuclear pact which the
communists opposed tooth and nail. Yadav
filled in the numbers on the House floor after
the Left pulled its support for the UPA
government. Subsequently, the Congress did
not give Yadav and Amar Singh, his factotum,
the agency they badly sought in Delhi. Yadav
paid the Congress back by spurning an alliance
it asked for in the 2009 Lok Sabha election. But
by putting up a blockbuster showing in UP—its
best ever since the 1989 downfall—the
Congress was better off by not going with the
SP.Yadav’s son and political heir Akhilesh
Yadav, who now heads the SP, jettisoned the
Socialists’ deep-seated antipathy towards the
Congress and twice sealed electoral pacts with
the GOP that yielded mixed outcomes in the
2017 Assembly elections and the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls. Akhilesh, the CM in 2017, was
caught in a bitter family feud to establish his
leadership over the SP.The punchline
signifying the Rahul-Akhilesh ‘camaraderie’
said, “UP ko yeh saath pasand hai” (UP likes
this duo). But the seat-sharing negotiations
were bedevilled by contestations over each
party’s ground strength. Mulayam rejected the
alliance in 2017 and refused to campaign for his
own party. Eventually, of the 403 Assembly
seats, the Congress got to contest 105 and the
SP 298. Peeved over their shares, the allies put
up ‘friendly’ fights against each other that were
anything but congenial. By then, the BIJP
juggernaut was on the road, crushing its
opponents. It walked away with 312 seats. The
SP and the Congress were estranged
thereafter.is the tacit constitution—the
unstateBy the time the Lok Sabha elections
descended in 2024, better sense apparently
prevailed on both the Congress and the SP. The
Congress had stagnated in UP for a decade,
posting a tally of one or two seats. Another such
disaster would have spelt near-oblivion in a
state that was once its ticket to power at the
Centre. For Akhilesh, another reversal might
have accentuated the SP’s internal rivalry and
thrown up fresh challenges to his
leadership.Both sides initially played hardball
before clinching an electoral arrangement. It
entailed allocating 17 of the state’s 80 Lok
Sabha seats to the Congress, including Rae
Bareli and Amethi, and 63 to the SP. The BJP
was shell-shocked when the alliance—treated
as non-starter by political observers—won 43
seats and reduced the saffron party’s tally to 33.
An analysis by Assembly constituencies
showed the SP-Congress led in 220 boroughs.

The decimation of J&K cadre

An instrument of integration and a mediating institution on the ground has been considerably weakened

THE merger of the Jammu and Kashmir cadre into
AGMUT (Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram and Union
Territories) in 2021 and the recent appointment of the first
AGMUT-cadre officer as Chief Secretary denote more
than a change of personnel or the supersession of many
senior officers. An institution that had long mediated
access to State authority and resources in the Valley
stands replaced.The overhaul of the bureaucracy forms
part of a wider effort to change the local configurations of
power and influence. The J&K cadre functioned not only
as an administrative tier but also as a network of personal
ties, political affiliations and institutional memory.

This network was shaped by decades of interaction with the

carrying members of the NC. Their proximity to a
regional political dynasty largely influenced the
bureaucracy’s approach to Kashmir.Around 1989-90,
when protests and public uprisings were at their peak, at
least four of the seniormost officers were signatories to a
representation addressed to the United Nations,
protesting against human rights violations by security
forces in the Valley. At least six IAS officers of the local
cadre also submitted a report to the Governor,
condemning excesses by the men in uniform against
civilians. A memorandum by senior officers reached the
Governor after the assassination of Mirwaiz Maulvi
Farooq and the subsequent firing on mourners.

region’s political class. It facilitated and even enabled the While Kashmiris later remembered the gesture fondly,
critics within the establishment saw it as an instance in
which serving officers of the All-India Services publicly

reproduction of local power structures at the interface
between society and the State. The bureaucracy wielded
an embedded influence through which regional elites
reinforced prevailing power hierarchies.

By superseding almost all seniormost officers of that
cadre, decisive authority has been shifted to those
drawn from outside its ranks. By doing so, the Centre
has effectively mutated the administrative DNA of
J&K. In a way, it completes the institutional eclipse of
the J&K cadre.This cadre was a consequence of the
Presidential Order issued in 1958 under Article 370 of
the Constitution. It specifically modified the application
of Article 312 to bring J&K within the All-India
Services framework and enabled recruitment and
service conditions for the TAS (and IPS). The J&K
Reorganisation Act of 2019 initially allowed the J&K
cadre, but the 2021 ordinance merged it into
AGMUT.The J&K cadre structure of the local
bureaucratic framework was rooted in domain
knowledge, a certain continuity of administrative |
practice and personal networks. These have been now
displaced by a more externally directed apparatus. It is a
reconfiguration of the institutions through which power
is exercised and legitimacy is mediated in the region.

The IAS officers, mostly outsiders, were a crucial link
between the Centre and the state. While these officers
were the eyes, ears and hands of New Delhi, they also
played the role of intermediaries. With their feet on the
ground in Kashmir, many of them conveyed the local
sentiment in their communication to Delhi. Over time,
representing the Kashmir sentiment got identified with
the constitutional status of the state and the autonomist
ideology of political parties. Warts and all, the cadre was
as much an instrument of control as it was a channel of
influence.Gradually, it was felt that the cadre had been
co-opted by the local political class, especially by the
National Conference (NC) under Farooq Abdullah.
During his tenure as CM, some officers who had powers
beyond ordinary bureaucratic limits acted like the card-

aligned with the local sentiment against the actions of the
Indian security apparatus. Delhi saw such instances as

certain bureaucratisation of politics. The pattern of co-
option resulted in at least three former Chief Secretaries
joining politics after (or even before completing) their
tenures. While two became legislators, one became the
finance minister. These transitions illustrate how the top of
the service had become a revolving door into regional
politics rather than a permanent national Steel
Frame.These structural features explain why the cadre
merger of 2021 and the recent appointments and
consequential change are read by many as more than
administrative rationalisation. They are understood as a
dismantling of an institution whose interests had become
aligned with local political power.The decimation of the
J&K adre is therefore double-edged. On the one hand, it
removes officers who had deep local domain knowledge,
be it of the revenue system, forest settlements, irrigation,
power and the historical sediment of special
status. On the other hand, it removes a cadre
that had, in critical periods, become a channel
to communicate the local sentiment.Whether
this produces better governance is an open
question. An administration less entangled
with local political regimes may prove more
responsive to national priorities. It may also
prove less capable of reading the social and
historical texture of the territory it administers.

8 Once the last substantial cohort of the old IAS
{ cadre departs around 2029, the Union Territory
will be governed by a bureaucracy whose
professional formation took place largely
elsewhere and whose political allegiances will
no longer be those of a co-opted state
cadre.That is the structural choice now being
made. It resolves one long-standing problem of
politicisation only by creating a new problem
of administrative distance. In a region where history is an
active force, the distance is not costless.

serious chinks in the Steel Frame. The national purpose of Such a reconfiguration of the bureaucracy as the principal

the Services as an administrative backbone that could rise
above regional political alignments was steadily eroded.

The post-2021 structure has systematically reduced the

space for officers who had both long local tenures and
career incentives tied to the region. Once the last cohort
with significant Valley socialisation exits around 2029,
the channel that carried local sentiment upward (however

instrument of governance signals that the restoration of
full statehood — requiring the return of cadre autonomy
and political control over the civil service — remains
deferred well beyond 2029. The institutional architecture
now in place treats the administrative apparatus itself as
the durable mechanism of authority, rendering the revival
of state-cadre independence a distant prospect.

imperfectly) will narrow further. This is less a question of The return of cadre autonomy and political control over the

individual officers’ attitudes and more a structural
outcome of shorter average tenures and joint-cadre career
paths.The J&K-cadre officers, though outsiders,
frequently shared the outlook of the dominant political
class on questions of autonomy, land, employment and
security. Of course, there were exceptions; some were
viewed with suspicion.This proximity eventually led to a

New Israel government must face post-war reality in transformed region

civil service is not merely one among several requirements
of statehood — it is the necessary starting point for any
genuine process of restoration. Without the capacity to
direct the permanent executive, an elected government
cannot exercise effective authority over the institutions
that implement policies and allocate resources.

As the euphoria surrounding Jio’s IPO continues, global investors are looking past it
to the much bigger offering of Anthropic, expected later this year or early next.

On a day when the broader market was in retreat, Jio
Platforms delivered the kind of debut not many investors
would have expected. The stock listed at 1,358, 21
percent above its issue price and closed its first day 27
percent higher. That valued the company at more than 313
lakh crore ($131 billion), making it India’s second-most
valuable listed firm, behind its parent Reliance Industries.
The 30,213-crore issue, India’s largest, was
oversubscribed 22 times.The IPO’s success under broader
downward pressure partly shows the market’s faith in
telecom operators being an essential part in India’s next
investment phase spanning Al services, cloud computing
and data centres. Jio is positioning itself as a technology
platform that happens to own a telecom network, and
investors appear to have bought into that narrative.

But even as the euphoria surrounding Jio’IPO continues,
global investors are looking past it to the much bigger
offering of Anthropic, expected later this year or early
next. The comparison is sobering. The San Francisco-
headquartered maker of Claude Al models filed on

October 26 to list on Nasdaq. Its prospectus shows
revenue of $16.3 billion in the first half of 2026, nearly 13
times the year-earlier level. Analysts expect the company
to command a valuation of $1.2-2 trillion, several times
Jio’s. OpenAl, valued at a similar level to Anthropic’s, is
also expected to list by 2027.

Into the next phase of globalisation

Value is shifting faster towards high-tech frontiers that require collaboration. Trust to sustain partnerships is central to this effort—a plank on
which India can contribute in a hyper-connected global economy. After recent jolts, resilience must be built into future trading systems

The world is at an inflection point. Driven by
geopolitical friction, trade fragmentation,
rapid technological shifts and climate
urgency, global economic engagement is
undergoing a structural reset. As supply
chains reconfigure around strategic priorities
and artificial intelligence redefines
competitiveness, the paramount challenge
lies in architecting a resilient, inclusive and
sustainable economic order that can preserve
global openness and cooperation.

India’s scale, digital capabilities,
entrepreneurial energy and international
partnerships position it to contribute ideas and
solutions to shared global challenges. The
next frontier is to project these strengths onto
the global stage through innovation and
constructive leadership.Genuine global
leadership demands the capacity to generate
ideas, build consensus and deliver tangible
solutions. India’s evolving international
footprint reflects these priorities. The India Al
Impact Summit, hosted earlier this year in
New Delhi, served as a crucial global stage for
defining inclusive and responsible Al.
Meanwhile, initiatives like the International
Solar Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster

Resilient Infrastructure showcase India's
ability to anchor international cooperation on
clean energy and climate resilience. The next
step is to convert dialogue into collaboration,
innovation and measurable
outcomes. Trade, technology and
trust are central to this effort,
providing the foundations on which
India can contribute to a more
connected and resilient global
economy.Global trade remains
essential to prosperity, even as its
geography and priorities evolve.
According to the World Trade
Organization’s October 2026
projections, world goods and &
services trade volume is expected to
grow by 3.7 percent in 2026 and 4.7
percent in 2027, supported partly by
Al-related infrastructure
investment. For India, this evolving
trade environment presents an opportunity to
build on its export momentum: India’s exports
reached a record $863.1 billion in 2025-26,
reflecting its expanding manufacturing and
services capabilities.Yet growth alone is
insufficient without resilience. Disruptions to

maritime routes, energy markets and critical
supply chains underscore the need for
diversification. India must strengthen its
participation in global value chains through

competitive manufacturing, better logistics,
quality standards and deeper integration of
smaller enterprises. Trade agreements can
open markets, but sustained competitiveness
depends on productivity, innovation and
reliable delivery. Stronger commercial

The contrast highlights where global capital is flowing.
Investors are backing companies building Al
software and hardware, particularly in the US,
Taiwan and South Korea. India has few listed
companies operating at the core of this ecosystem,
leaving its equity market vulnerable to foreign
investors selling local holdings to fund bets
elsewhere. Despite the growing concern over an Al
financing bubble, foreign portfolio investors
withdrew a record Z3.08 lakh crore from Indian
equities in the first nine months of 2026, nearly twice
the outflow recorded in all 0£2025.Ji0’s listing proves
the depth of domestic investor appetite for a credible
growth story. But India needs to offer global investors
more than connectivity and affordable data. Until

Indian companies secure a meaningful share of the Al

value chain, from computing infrastructure and models to

chips, investors may only get to celebrate successes at
home that are dwarfed by listings abroad.

engagement across Africa, Latin America and
Southeast Asia can further diversify India's
economic partnerships.Economic value is
shifting toward high-tech frontiers, driven by
breakthroughs in Al, semiconductors,
biotechnology, quantum technologies
and advanced manufacturing. India’s
digital public infrastructure, startup
ecosystem and engineering talent
provide a strong foundation. Its
ambition must now extend from
technology adoption to research,
commercialisation and indigenous
innovation.This requires greater
research and development
investment, stronger industry-
academia collaboration and
international partnerships that deliver
knowledge transfer, skills and joint
innovation. No country can develop
every critical technology
independently. India can strengthen its global
position by combining domestic capabilities
with international expertise, while ensuring
that technological progress expands
opportunity and productivity across
industries.
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Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
is being discouraged:
Srikkanth tears into
Gautam Gambhir's
India

New Delhi.(Agency)

Former India captain Kris
Srikkanth has criticised the
Gautam Gambhir-led team
management over its handling of
teenage batting sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi, questioning why
the youngster was not given an
opportunity in the final T20I
against New Zealand in Hamilton.
India opted to retain their batting
combination for the final match
despite the result having no
bearing on the outcome of the
series. While the team made
changes to its bowling
combination, Sooryavanshi was
once again left on the bench,
having played two matches earlier
in the series when Ishan Kishan
was unavailable due to injury.The
decision did not sit well with

Srikkanth, who felt India were
missing an opportunity to give the
15-year-old valuable
international experience. The
former opener also argued that the
lack of clarity over
Sooryavanshi's role could affect
the youngster's confidence.

“Give a good run to Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi. Give the three
openers clarity. Tell them you'll
play 3 matches and you'll get the
remaining two. Instead, you have
benched Vaibhav Sooryavanshi,"
Srikkanth said on YouTube.

Tchouameni leaves
kid in tears with a
wayward shot, makes
up for it later

New Delhi.(Agency)

Real Madrid midfielder Aurelien
Tchouameni accidentally
flattened a young fan in the stands
with a powerful shot during the
team's Laliga clash against
Racing Santander on Sunday.
However, the Frenchman made
sure to make it up to the child
after the match, meeting him near
the dressing room and signing a
Real Madrid shirt for him.

The young supporter, who
appeared to be less than 10 years
old, was left in tears after being
struck by the ball. What could
have been an unpleasant memory
from the game, however, turned
into a special experience for the
child when he got to meet some
of Real Madrid's biggest
stars. Tchouameni personally met
the young fan after the final

whistle and signed a Real Madrid
shirt for him. Kylian Mbappe
also stopped to meet the child,
using the opportunity to have a
little fun at his teammate's
expense."It's Tchouameni's fault,
he doesn't know how to shoot,"
Mbappe joked, drawing attention
to the incident and helping turn
an unfortunate moment into a
lighter one.The gesture from the
Real Madrid players ensured that
the young supporter left with
more than just a painful memory
of the match. Getting to meet
Tchouameni and Mbappe, and
taking home a signed shirt, made
for an unexpected post-match
experience.

REAL MADRID CRUISE TO
6TH STRAIGHT WIN

The incident came during a
comfortable evening for Real
Madrid, who continued their
winning run with a 3-0 victory
over Racing Santander. Goals
from Mbappe, Jude Bellingham
and Yan Diomande helped Jose
Mourinho's side secure their
sixth consecutive win in all
competitions.
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Hockey back at its mecca: How
Jalandhar is reigniting its soul again

player might encounter on a hockey field. the Asian Champions Trophy, which is being Olympians who represented India, Canada
Squeezing through narrow roads feels like held in the city. Captain Harmanpreet Singh, and Kenya. Nearby Mithapur has also left a
being a defender trying to break through an Mandeep Singh, Manpreet Singh, significant mark on Indian hockey, producing
opponent's high press.Then come the traffic Jarmanpreet Singh, Dilpreet Singh and legends like Pargat Singh and current

The Asian Champions Trophy has
brought international hockey hack
to Punjab after 17 years. lts
return tests whether fresh
funding can rebuild a nursery
weakened by neglect.

Jalandhar.(Agency)

There is something special about Jalandhar.
You can sense it the moment you arrive.
Calmness and chaos seem to coexist in this
sleepy city, around 150 km from Punjab’s
capital, Chandigarh. But what truly sets

lights. You need the reflexes of a first
rusher at a penalty corner, ready to
charge out the moment the signal turns
green. Hesitate, and you risk being left
behind, watching the rest of the traffic
fly past you like a drag flick sailing into
the back of the net.Even waiting for a
rickshaw to take you back to your hotel
or home teaches you a lesson in
patience. The wait can be long, and
there is little to do but hold your nerve,
much like a hockey team probing for an
opening before finally finding a

internationals Manpreet Singh and
Mandeep Singh."Hockey is in our
| blood," the ever-smiling Mandeep
Singh told India Today, expressing
= his happiness at playing in
° Jalandhar.For all its rich heritage,
however, the city has spent years
8 away from the international hockey

= spotlight. Punjab is hosting an
international hockey event for the
g first time in 17 years. In the
q intervening period, Jalandhar's
celebrated hockey nursery took a

breakthrough.But beyond these parallels, Krishan Pathak all came through the famous hit before beginning to find its feet againTo

hockey is woven into the very fabric of Surjit Hockey Academy in Jalandhar.

understand how the city became one of Indian

Jalandhar apart is its deep rooted connection jajandhar. The city is home to several sports The villages of Sansarpur, Mithapur and hockey's most important breeding grounds,
manufacturing companies and has produced Khusropur have long served as fertile andhow itisattempting to reclaim that status,
4 X dHe. some of India's finest hockey players.Lookno grounds for hockey talent. On the outskirts of we traded auto rides for a walk through its
experience offers a glimpse of the situations a fther than the Indian squad competing in the city, Sansarpur is renowned for producing lanes..

with sport, especially hockey.If you don't
believe us, try navigating its traffic. The

New Zealand suffer injury blow, lose Mark
Chapman, Rachin Ravindra for India ODIs

New Zealand have suffered a double blow ahead of their ODI series against India, with Mark Chapman and Rachin

Don't take Sri Lanka lightly, stay in
shape: Gambhir bids T20] team goodbye
_—

Gautam Gambhir has urged India's T201 <

Ravindra ruled out due to injuries. Tim Seifert, Henry Nicholls and Dean Foxcroft have heen drafted into the squad.

New Delhi.(Agency)

New Zealand have suffered a double injury
blow ahead of their five-match ODI series
against India, with senior batters Mark
Chapman and Rachin Ravindra ruled out after
failing to recover in time from their respective
injuries.New Zealand Cricket confirmed on
Monday that Chapman needs more time to
recover from a hamstring injury, while
Ravindra continues to struggle with a shoulder
problem. The five-match series against India
begins on Wednesday, leaving the hosts with
two significant gaps in their batting line-
up.Chapman's latest MRI scan revealed that his
left hamstring would require another two
weeks of rehabilitation before he could return
to action. Ravindra, meanwhile, has not
recovered sufficiently from his right shoulder
niggle to field at full capacity.

"A recent MRI showed Chapman's left
hamstring requires another two weeks of
rehabilitation before he is fully fit to return to
the field, whilst Ravindra's right shoulder
requires more recovery time before he's able to
field at full capacity," NZC said in a
statementThe selectors have made several
changes to the squad to cover for the absentees.
Tim Seifert, who was initially picked only for
the fourth and fifth ODIs, has now been
included for the entire series. Henry Nicholls
will be part of the squad for the first three
matches, while Dean Foxcroft has been
pencilled in for the final two games..There is

also uncertainty surrounding the availability of
Matt Henry. The fast bowler is expected to join
the squad on Monday, after which the team
management will assess his readiness to play.
Matt Fisher, initially selected for the fourth and
fifth ODIs, will remain with the squad
throughout the series as an additional bowling
option.

WALTER EXPLAINS INJURY
CONCERNS

New Zealand head coach Rob Walter admitted
that losing Chapman and Ravindra was
disappointing but stressed that the team would
not take unnecessary risks with either player.
Walter said Chapman was working hard on his
recovery, while Ravindra's shoulder problem
had not improved enough for him to
comfortably handle the demands of white-ball
cricket.

players to stay fit and keep improving
during their month-long break after the
3-2 series win over New Zealand. India
will next face Sri Lanka in a three-
match T201 series in December.

New Delhi.(Agency)

missed two matches due to an injury
concern, while the bowling attack had a
India head coach Gautam Gambhir has relatively inexperienced look, with
urged his players to stay fit and continue Mayank Yadav and Prince Yadav making
improving during their month-long break their firstappearances in New Zealand.

from T20I cricket after India wrapped up Despite those setbacks, India managed to
a successful five-match series against establish control early in the series and
New Zealand.India clinched the series 3- secure an important away victory.
2 despite losing the final two matches in Gambhir also reminded the players that
New Zealand. The visitors had made a their job was to set the tone for the rest of
flying start, winning the first three games India's tour of New Zealand.

to seal the contest before the hosts fought "You can go back with your heads held
back to finish on a high.Addressing the high. We wanted to win the last two
players in the dressing room after the fifth games as well, but sometimes these
T20I, Gambhir praised the team's efforts, things happen. I thought you guys have
particularly given the limited preparation set the tone for the rest of the tour. Before
time and the challenges of playing in the start of the series, I said that you had
unfamiliar conditions."You can be theresponsibility to setthe tone. Now, itis
extremely proud of the effort that you up to the ODI and Test teams to continue
guys have put in throughout the series. from where you have left off," he said.
Winning the series, especially when you GAMBHIR'S MESSAGE FOR THE
had just one day to prepare and were BREAK

playing against a quality team like New With the New Zealand T201 series behind
Zealand in their own backyard, isa terrific them, India's next assignment in the
achievement. You should be extremely formatwill come in December, when they
proud,” Gambhir told the players in the host Sri Lanka for a three-match series.
dressing room.India's campaign was not The players will have roughly a month
without its challenges. Ishan Kishan away from international T20 cricket.

Banned in 2020, Russia returns to Olympic
stage with Youth Games in Dakar

Kalyan Chaubey planned to
liquate FD to fill AIFF's Rs 85

crore hole. Members block plan
New Delhi.(Agency)

Russian athletes have returned
to the Olympic stage with their
national flag and anthem at the
Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic
Games, marking a significant
shift after years of sporting
restrictions. The Games are also
making history as the first
Olympic sporting event to he
hosted on African soil.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Russia has returned to the Olympic
stage with its national flag and anthem
for the first time since 2020, with a
contingent of athletes competing at the
Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic Games in
Senegal. The return marks a significant
moment for Russian sport, which has
spent the last six years under various
Olympic restrictions following the
country's doping scandal and its
invasion of Ukraine.Russian athletes
had been forced to compete under
neutral identities at subsequent Olympic
events, without the right to represent
their country through its flag, anthem or
national symbols. The Dakar Youth
Olympics, which opened on Saturday,
October 31, have marked a departure
from that arrangement.The
development comes after the
International Olympic Committee
(IOC) began easing restrictions on

Russia in 2026. The IOC provisionally
lifted the suspension of the Russian
Olympic Committee in July and
withdrew its recommendations
restricting the participation of Russian
and Belarusian athletes in international
competitions. However, individual
sporting federations retain the authority
to decide eligibility and participation.

At the Dakar Games, Russian athletes
are competing with their national

identity restored, marking their first such
appearance at an Olympic event since
the 2020 Winter Youth Olympics in
Lausanne.

WHY WERE RUSSIAN ATHLETES
BANNED?

Russia's Olympic troubles began with
revelations of systematic, state-
sponsored doping, which led to
sanctions against the country's sporting
authorities and restrictions on its
athletes.The situation became more
complicated following Russia's
invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.
The IOC recommended that
international sporting federations

8 HISTORIC MOMENT FOR

exclude Russian and Belarusian athletes
from competitions, while allowing some
individuals to participate under strict
conditions.At the Paris 2024 Olympics,
eligible Russian athletes competed as
Individual Neutral Athletes (AIN). They
were not permitted to use the Russian
flag, anthem or other national symbols.
Similar restrictions applied at the Milan-
Cortina Winter Olympics in 2026.

The IOC's decision to ease its
restrictions this year has opened the
door for a gradual return to
international competition. However,
the restoration of Russia's national
identity at the Dakar Youth Olympics
represents a particularly significant
step in that process.The development
remains politically sensitive, with
Ukraine having consistently opposed
the reinstatement of Russian athletes
while the war continues.

AFRICA

While Russia's return has drawn
attention, the Dakar Youth Olympics
are significant for another reason. The
Games mark the first time that an
Olympic sporting event is being hosted
on African soil.The competition was
originally scheduled for 2022 but was
postponed by four years because of the
Covid-19 pandemic. Almost 2,700
athletes, aged between 14 and 17, from
204 National Olympic Committees are
participating in the Games, which will
run until November 13.10C President
Kirsty Coventry, who became the first
African to lead the organisation after her
election in 2025, said the preparations
had finally reached their final stage.

The All India Football Federation's (AIFF) decision to
host high-profile international friendlies against
Brazil, Uruguay and Panama has left the federation
facing a potential financial deficit of Rs 80-85 crore.
President Kalyan Chaubey's proposal to liquidate the
federation's fixed deposit (FD) to meet the expenses
was, however, opposed by members during a Special
General Body Meeting (SGBM) on Sunday.

Several members objected to the proposal,

maintaining that the federation's fixed deposit should
not be touched except in an emergency. AIFF Vice
President NA Haris also intervened during the online
meeting, pointing out that the federation's Executive
Committee had already decided against liquidating the
FD.Chaubey reportedly told members that he wanted
to withdraw money from the fixed deposit to clear the
deficit arising from hosting the three international
friendlies. He subsequently offered to arrange funds
through external sources and repay whatever amount
was withdrawn from the FD.*“Yes, he (Chaubey) said
he wants to liquidate the AIFF's fixed deposit to pay the
deficit (arising out of the international friendlies)," a
senior official of a state association, who attended the
meeting, told on condition of anonymity.
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Celebrates 25 Years 0f ' RHTDM',
Recalls Eighteen-Hour Workdays:
‘Somehow It All Feels Like Magic'

ctress Dia Mirza took a trip down memory lane as her film ‘Rehnaa Hai

Terre Dil Mein’, popularly known as RHTDM, completed 25 years on

Monday.Expressing gratitude to audiences for keeping the romantic
drama alive in their hearts across generations, she poured her heart out. Taking
to her social media account, Dia shared a video featuring throwback pictures,
posters and behind-the-scenes memories from the film, which also starred R.
Madhavan and Saif Ali Khan.The actress revisited her journey as Reena, the
character she portrayed in the film, and reflected on how a project from the
early days of her career continues to resonate with audiences even after two-
and-a-half decades.Recalling the film’s beginnings in October 2001, Dia
wrote, “The papers called me ‘Diya’ and Maddy was ‘Madhvan’. We had no
idea what was about to begin. That’s when you and I first met."

Reflecting on the demanding shoot, she added, “Eighteen-hour workdays,
endless retakes, laughter, exhaustion. .. somehow, in my memories, it all feels
like MAGIC... And the songs... 25 years later, they still find me everywhere."

The actress also expressed her gratitude for the affection audiences have
continued to shower on
the film. “But what has
stayed with me the
most is your love. So
generous, so constant.
You grew up with this
film. And its songs. |
grew up with you," she
wrote.Looking back at
the years that have
passed, Dia
acknowledged how
much life has changed
while the memories of the film remain close to her heart.“We have lived,
loved, lost and found ourselves again. But a part of me will always be that girl,
dancing in the rain, believing in love. 25 years later, you still hold her in your
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."_} _ ami Gautam’s comedy horror film
Nayyi Navelli released in theatres on

Yami Gautam On Nayyi Navelli’s Box
Office Clash With Jailer 2: “Getting
~ Solo Release Window Is Difficult’

e

October 16, a day after the release of
Rajinikanth’s highly anticipated film Jailer 2.
With the two films arriving in cinemas around
the same time, a fan recently questioned
whether the release timing may have affected
Yami’s film. Responding to the comment on
X, the actress acknowledged the challenges of
securing a solo release while making it clear
that sharing the release window with
Rajinikanth was an honour.

What Did Yami Gautam Say About The

Nayyi Navelli-Jailer 2 Clash?

An X (formerly Twitter) user wrote that while

Yami’s Nayyi Navelli was a good film, the
timing of its release wasn’t ideal. “Movie
badhiya hai. Timing with Jailer2 was not
optimum," read the netizen’s post.Yami
responded by pointing out that securing a
release window with little competition has
become increasingly difficult for filmmakers.
She explained that getting a solo release, or
even a window shared by just two films, is no
longer easy.“Nowadays to get a solo or just 2
films release window is difficult. It’s very
difficult to make a successful film today,
hence I appreciate everyone’ effort to have
done their best And I couldn’t be more
grateful to audience for giving us a chance,"
she wrote.

‘I Am A Huge Rajni Sir Fan’, Says Yami

Gautam

While the fan’s comment focused on the impact

of the box-office clash, Yami was quick to
clarify that she had no complaints about
sharing the release window with
Rajinikanth.The actress spoke warmly about
the Tamil superstar, saying she was among the
millions who admire him. She added that
releasing her film alongside him was an
honour and that she was looking forward to
watching Jailer 2 herself.

hearts. And I will always hold you in mine," the actress added.In her social g
media caption, Dia further expressed her appreciation for the audience’s i
enduring support, writing, “That 19 year old girl dancing in the rain is "'}
immensely grateful for the love and the generosity you have all bestowed '«'4 ¢
upon us over these 25 years."She concluded the note with a heartfelt reference 7
to the film, writing, “As as ever, Rehnaa Hai Terre Dil Mein."Released on ./ "'{;
October 19, 2001, ‘Rehnaa Hai Terre Dil Mein’ was directed by Gautham &/ /% :-1"
Vasudev Menon and produced by Vashu Bhagnani.

The romantic drama marked Dia’s debut in Hindi cinema and Madhavan’s
official Bollywood debut. The film also featured Saif Ali Khan in a pivotal role 4
and was a Hindi remake of Menon’s Tamil film ‘Minnale’.

Tiger Shroft

Firing: Vidyut Jammwal Questions Actor’s Fans,
Says ‘Someone Should Have Caught The Attackers’

‘ ’ idyut Jammwal has expressed his shock over ~ While claiming responsibility, the speaker in the

Deepika Padukone-Ranveer Singh Name
Their 2nd Daughter Devi, Share Her
First Adorable Glimpse With Big Sis Dua

ctors Deepika Padukone and Ranveer

Singh have delighted fans by sharing

the first glimpse of their second
daughter, Devi Padukone Singh. The couple,
who welcomed their little one into the family
recently, also revealed her name in the
heartwarming announcement. The special
update has sent fans into celebration mode,
with many showering the star couple and
their newborn with love and blessings.On the
occasion of Dussehra, Deepika Padukone and
Ranveer Singh delighted fans by revealing
the name of their second daughter in a joint
social media post. The couple introduced
their little one as Devi Padukone Singh,
sharing an adorable family picture with the
caption, “Of Love & Abundance... Devi

Padukone Singh | ¢dl UGHIT f&8." The

heartwarming photograph captures the
family twinning in golden outfits. Deepika
can be seen holding baby Devi in her arms,
flashing her radiant smile, while their elder
daughter, Dua, plants a sweet kiss on her baby
sister’s face. Ranveer, meanwhile, looks
every bit the doting father as he poses with his
girls. The picture makes for a beautiful family
portrait. Take a look:Soon after they shared
the post, it was flooded with sweet wishes for
the little one. Bhumi Pednekar, Sharvari, Veer
Pahariya, Sanjay Kapoor and Huma Qureshi
dropped red heart emojis. Meanwhile, fans
were over the moon to see the first glimpse.
One fan wrote, “Dua and devi." Another fan
wrote, “Cute family. Spoil us with more
glims." One of the comments also read, “Big
sis Dua & Li’l sis Devi." Others were seen
dropping red hearts and evil eye emojis in the
comments section.Deepika Padukone and
Ranveer Singh tied the knot in a destination
wedding at Lake Como, Italy, on November
14 and 15, 2018, with ceremonies held
according to Konkani and Sindhi traditions.

the Tiger Shroff firing incident. The actor  recording says, “I am Anil Pandit, Lawrence

took to Instagram and, while calling Tigerthe ~ Bishnoi’s younger brother." He then claims,
‘bravest person’, advised him to listen to the “Regarding what happened at Tiger Shop in
Bajrang Baan.In the video, Vidyut shared, “Tiger = Mumbai today, I, Anil Pandit, and my elder brother
Shroff, you are the bravest person, but I want to tell Harman Sandhu take responsibility for it."The
your fans that everyone who goes to watch him play ~ speaker further claims that Tiger Shroff had been
football and says, ‘I am your biggest fan,” should warned earlier, saying, “We had explained this to _
have done something. Out of so many people, him, but he did not understand."“Whoever in the
someone should have caught the attackers, or entire film industry works separately from us or
someone should have run after
them.”He further asked the Mumbai
Police to take all the measures necessary
to ensure that such an incident does not
happen again and said, “Mumbai Police,
yes, you will provide him with security,
but this should never happen again. If
such a mistake happens again, you will
be the ones held responsible."

“And Tiger, Bajrang Baan is your
favourite, right? Whenever 1 feel very
lonely, I listen to it, and I know you listen
to it too. I love you, brother!" Vidyut
concluded.

When Did The Incident Happen?

The firing took place when Tiger Shroff was leavinga  works together with Salman Khan, we will kill
ground in Mumbai’s Juhu at around 7 PM after them. This is the first and final warning," the
finishing his football game. Shroff escaped unhurt,  speakersays.
while a man identified as Firdaus sustained a He then directly addresses Salman Khan, saying, “If
gunshot wound to his left hand and was admittedto ~ you do not apologise to my elder brother Lawrence
Nanavati Hospital. A gangster named Anil Pandit’s  Bishnoi or to the Bishnoi community, then I will not
social media post surfaced hours after the attack.  evenleaveadogatyourhouse.

'
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Cyclone Murasu Approaches Andhra Coast; Landfall Expected
on November 3

Amaravati: Severe Cyclonic
Storm Murasu is moving
closer to the Andhra Pradesh
coastline, with landfall ex-
pected  between  Nellore
and Narsapur, near Ongole,
around midnight on Monday
or during the early hours of
Tuesday, November 3. The
approaching storm is likely
to bring destructive winds,
heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall and rough sea condi-
tions across vulnerable coast-
al districts.

According to the India Me-
teorological Department
(IMD), Murasu was centred
over the west-central and
adjoining southwest Bay of
Bengal at 5.30 am on Mon-
day, approximately 200 km
east-northeast of Chennai
and 210 km east-southeast of
Nellore. The system was mov-
ing west-northwestwards at
around 25 kmph.

The IMD has forecast that

the severe cyclonic storm
will cross the south Andhra
Pradesh coast with sustained
wind speeds of 100-110
kmph and gusts reaching up
to 120 kmph. The expected
landfall window is between
11.30 pm on November 2 and
4 am on November 3.

Heavy Rainfall and Strong
Winds Expected

Several coastal districts of
Andhra Pradesh are likely to
receive heavy to very heavy
rainfall, with extremely heavy
downpours possible at isolat-
ed places. Strong winds and
thunderstorms could dam-
age houses, electricity poles,
communication  networks,
roads and standing crops.
Low-lying coastal settlements
are particularly vulnerable to
flooding and waterlogging.
Fishermen have been advised
not to venture into the sea,
while maritime and fishing
activities are likely to face dis-

ruption.

Port  Authorities
Warnings
Precautionary measures have
been intensified along the
eastern coastline. Port au-

Issue

Andhra'. :
Pradesh’

thorities have been instructed
to maintain warning signals
in view of the approaching
cyclone.

The IMD has also advised all
ports in Odisha to keep Lo-

cal Cautionary Signal No. III

hoisted.

Rain and thunderstorms
are expected at many places
along both north and south
Odisha coasts.

Tamil Nadu Also Faces Cy-
clone Impact

The cycloneé’s influence is al-
ready being felt in neighbour-
ing Tamil Nadu, particularly
in Chennai and surrounding

districts. Heavy rainfall has
caused waterlogging in sev-
eral localities, disrupting nor-
mal life.

The IMD has issued an or-
ange alert for Chennai,
Tiruvallur, Kancheepuram,
Chengalpattu, Ranipet, Vel-
lore and the Nilgiris. Schools
and colleges in Chennai and
Tiruvallur districts have been
ordered to remain closed on
Monday as a precaution.
Why Is It Named Murasu?
The name Murasu has a cul-
tural connection with Tamil
Nadu. Contributed by India
to the regional list of cy-
clone names, Murasu means
a traditional percussion in-
strument or drum in Tamil,
also associated with the war
drum.

Cyclones in the North In-
dian Ocean are named under
the system maintained by
the WMO/ESCAP Panel on
Tropical Cyclones. The names

are contributed by member
countries to facilitate identi-
fication, communication and
public warnings.

Authorities Step Up Prepar-
edness

With the cyclone approach-
ing the coast, disaster man-
agement authorities have
intensified preparedness
measures in vulnerable ar-
eas. Residents of low-lying
coastal settlements have been
advised to follow official
warnings and cooperate with
evacuation instructions.

The IMD is continuing to
monitor the storm’s move-
ment and intensity. Authori-
ties have urged people not to
believe rumours or rely on
unverified information and
to follow official weather up-
dates.

The next few hours will be
critical for coastal Andhra
Pradesh as the state prepares
for the impact of Murasu.

bution of coal workers.

of balloons.

nation-building.

the chief guest.

Ranchi: Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) celebrated the
52nd Foundation Day of Coal India Limited (CIL) and
CCL at its Darbhanga House headquarters in Ranchi on
November 1, paying tribute to the dedication and contri-

Director (Personnel) Harsh Nath Mishra and Chief Vigi-
lance Officer (CVO) Pankaj Kumar attended the event as
chief guests. The celebrations began with tributes to mar-
tyrs at the Shaheed Smarak, followed by flag hoisting, the
national anthem, the CIL corporate song and the release

Addressing employees, Mishra highlighted CIL and CCLs
contribution to national energy security and economic
development. He urged the workforce to prioritise safety,
quality, innovation and environmental protection while
taking the organisation forward.

CVO Pankaj Kumar emphasised transparency, integrity
and ethical work culture, crediting employees™ collective
efforts for the company’s progress and contribution to

CCL also highlighted its initiatives in education, health-
care, skill development, environmental conservation and
community welfare. The celebration concluded with the
national anthem, reaffirming the organisation’s commit-
ment to national development.

Justice Surya Kant Launches Six Digital
Services, Inaugurates Data Centre at
Jharkhand High Court

Ranchi: In a major push towards judicial modernisa-
tion, Supreme Court Judge Justice Surya Kant on Monday
launched six digital services for the Jharkhand High Court
and inaugurated its new data centre.

Supreme Court Justices S. Chandrashekhar and Aparesh
Singh were present at the ceremony.

Earlier, Justice Surya Kant attended a state-level legal aid
and empowerment camp in Deoghar, organised by the
Jharkhand State Legal Services Authority (JHALSA), as

He distributed financial assistance cheques to victims and
facilitated access to government welfare schemes.

During the programme, legal aid clinics in Palamu and
Ranchi were also inaugurated virtually, strengthening ac-
cess to legal assistance at the grassroots level.

CIL, CCL Celebrate 52nd Foundation Day,

Honour Dedication of Coal Warriors
- —— -

Ambuja Cements Plans 2.9 MTPA Unit in Godda;
Targets 155 MTPA Capaczty by FY30

Ahmedabad/Ranchi: Am-
buja Cements, part of the
Adani Group, has proposed
a  2.9-million-tonne-per-
annum (MTPA) cement
grinding unit at Godda in
Jharkhand as part of its
314,500-crore expansion
programme. The compa-
ny plans to add nearly 30
MTPA of cement capacity
across six states, taking its
total installed capacity to
155 MTPA by FY30.

The proposed Godda project
will strengthen the com-
pany’s presence in eastern
India, alongside planned
units at Rangia and Hojai
in Assam and Muzaffarpur
in Bihar. A 4 MTPA clinker
facility is also planned at
Umrangso in Assam to sup-
port the expanded grinding
network.

Expansion Across Six States
The expansion programme
covers Jharkhand, Assam,
Bihar, Gujarat, Maharash-
tra and Uttar Pradesh. It
includes 15.5 MTPA of ad-
ditional grinding capacity in
the West Cluster, 11.6 MTPA
in the East and 2.9 MTPA in
the North.

Major additions are planned
at Mundra and Hazira in

Gujarat, Raigad, Kalyan,
Amravati and Dahanu in
Maharashtra, and Dadri in
Uttar Pradesh. New clinker
capacities are also planned
at Maratha, Mundra and
Umrangso.

The company expects the ex-
pansion to improve regional
supply capabilities, reduce
transportation costs and
strengthen its reach in mar-
kets witnessing rising con-
struction and infrastructure
activity. The proposed God-
da unit is particularly signif-
icant for eastern India, as it
will bring production capac-
ity closer to key consump-
tion centres in Jharkhand

and neighbouring states.
Capacity to Reach 119
MTPA by March 2027
Ambuja Cements currently
has an installed capacity of
113.5 MTPA. Following the
addition of 4.6 MTPA dur-
ing the first half of FY27, the
company expects capacity to
reach 119 MTPA by March
2027, supported by projects
in Punjab, Rajasthan and
Bihar.

Vinod Bahety, CEO - Ce-
ment  Business,  Adani
Group, said the expansion
would focus on strengthen-
ing manufacturing capa-
bilities, improving logistics
efficiency and  bringing
production closer to high-
growth markets. He added

that a stronger supply chain
and increasing sales of pre-
mium cement would sup-
port the company’s long-
term growth strategy.

The company is also target-
ing cement costs of 34,000
per metric tonne by FY28
through operational im-
provements, better logistics
and manufacturing effi-
ciencies. Strengthening the
balance between clinker
production and grinding
capacity is another key ele-
ment of its expansion strat-
egy.

Since its acquisition, Am-
buja Cements has completed
11 expansion projects, add-
ing 16.3 MTPA of cement
and 9 MTPA of clinker ca-
pacity up to September 30,
2026.

The proposed Godda unit
is expected to strengthen
Jharkhand’s position in the
company’s eastern India
manufacturing network,
while the wider investment
programme will expand its
national footprint and con-
solidate its position in India’s
growing cement industry.

Shorties

Defence Ministry Signs ¥53,880-Crore
Deals for 8 Next-Gen Navy Corvettes

mlhium
co rn

New Delhi: The Ministry of Defence has signed contracts
worth over 353,880 crore with Garden Reach Shipbuilders
and Engineers Limited (GRSE) and Goa Shipyard Limited
(GSL) for building eight next-generation corvettes for the
Indian Navy.

The agreements were signed in the presence of Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh in New Delhi. Under the
deal, GRSE will construct five warships, while GSL will
build the remaining three.

The project marks a major milestone in indigenous defence
manufacturing, with the corvettes to be designed by the
Indian Navy and built by defence public sector shipyards
selected through a competitive process.

Equipped with advanced missiles, weapons and sensor sys-
tems, the warships will strengthen the Navy’s operational
capabilities across air, surface and underwater domains.

QOdisha steps up evacuation and disaster

preparedness measures in wake of
Cyclone Murasu
Bhubaneswar: Odisha has intensified evacuation and dis-

aster preparedness measures as Cyclone Murasu threatens
heavy to very heavy rainfall across its southern districts.

MP Nalin Soren Named Patron of National Sub-Junior
Girls’ Kabaddt Championship

113

Bokaro: Dumka MP Na-
lin Soren has accepted
the role of patron for
the 36th National Sub-
Junior Girlss Kabaddi
Championship, sched-
uled to be held at Delhi
Public School, Bokaro,
from December 27 to 30,
2026.

He assured the organis-
ers of his full support,
describing the hosting
of the national-level
event as an important
step towards strength-
ening Jharkhand’s

position in sports.
A delegation of the
Kabaddi Association of
Jharkhand, accompanied
by organising commit-
tee chairman Mathura

Prasad Mahto, MLA
and Chief Whip of the
Jharkhand Assembly,
met Soren and invited
him to become the pa-
tron.

The championship will
also provide an opportu-
nity for talented players
to secure selection for
Sports Authority of In-
dia (SAI) centres, as an
SAI selection team will
scout promising athletes
during the tournament.
The delegation included
association president
Gopal Thakur, Bipin Ku-
mar Singh, Madan Mah-
to, Ashok Mandal, Am-
arnath Chaudhary and
Mukesh Kumar, among
others.

Seven vulnerable districts—Ganjam, Gajapati, Kandhamal,
Kalahandi, Rayagada, Koraput and Malkangiri—are under
close watch.

More than 300 rescue teams comprising the National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF), Odisha Disaster Rapid Ac-
tion Force (ODRAF) and Fire Services have been deployed
for emergency operations. Authorities are shifting residents
from vulnerable areas to safer cyclone shelters, including
families who had recently returned home after floods.

With rainfall already reported in parts of southern Odi-
sha, the administration has stepped up evacuation efforts.
Schools in vulnerable areas will remain closed for the next
two days as a precautionary measure. The state is particu-
larly alert as several districts are still recovering from the
impact of Cyclone Arnab and subsequent floods.

Over 21 Lakh Households Get Zero Electricity
Bills Under PM Surya Ghar Scheme

New Delhi: More than 21 lakh households have received
zero electricity bills after installing rooftop solar systems
under the PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana, Union Minis-
ter for New and Renewable Energy Pralhad Joshi has said.

BGH Denies 340,000 Demand Allegation,
Says Patient Discharged on
Humanitarian Grounds

Bokaro: Bokaro General
Hospital (BGH) has rejected
allegations of overcharging a
23-year-old woman for ma-
ternity treatment, claiming
that she was discharged on
humanitarian grounds de-
spite an unpaid bill of around
327,000.

According to the hospital
administration, Soni Ku-
mari, who was in her third
pregnancy, was admitted on
October 29, 2026, in critical
condition with severe anae-
mia. Her haemoglobin level
was reportedly just 2 gm%,
as per tests conducted at Sa-
dar Hospital, Bokaro, where
she had received one unit of
blood a day earlier.

BGH said its medical team
immediately initiated treat-
ment and successfully con-
ducted a normal delivery on
the same day, resulting in the
birth of a baby girl. Given her
critical condition, special-

ist consultation and further

investigations were also ar-
ranged, which reportedly in-
dicated signs of monoclonal
gammopathy.

The hospital stated that the
mother and newborn re-
mained under medical care
until November 1. The to-
tal bill for their treatment
was approximately 37,000,
against which the family had
deposited 310,000 at admis-
sion. Denying the allegation
that 340,000 was demanded,
BGH maintained that no ad-
ditional or separate charges
were imposed.

C1t1ng the family’s poor fi-
nancial condition, the hospi-
tal said it allowed the mother
and child to leave without
clearing the outstanding
dues. Meanwhile, the ad-
ministration has initiated an
investigation into the allega-
tions and is verifying the au-
thenticity of audio and video
clips circulating in connec-
tion with the incident.

BGH, which has been serving
Bokaro for over five decades,
said it remained committed
to transparent and ethical pa-
tient care and would examine
all aspects of the controversy.

JAC Announces
Exam Form Dates
for 2027 Matric,
Inter Exams

Ranchi: The Jharkhand
Academic Council (JAC)
has announced the sched-
ule for filling examination
forms for the 2027 Matric
(Class 10) and Intermedi-
ate (Class 12) examina-
tions.

According to the schedule,
the application process
will begin on November
12, 2026. Students can
submit their examination
forms without a late fee
until November 26.
Applications  submitted
after the deadline will at-
tract an additional late fee.
The council has advised
students to complete the
application process within
the stipulated deadline to
avoid additional charges.
Students should keep all
required documents ready
and carefully verify details
such as name, date of birth
and subjects while filling
out the forms.

DPS Bokaro Hosts Career Fair 2026,
Showcases Emerging Career
Opportunltles

Bokaro:  Delhi  Public
School (DPS) Bokaro or-
ganised Career Fair 2026
on Monday in collaboration
with Educators India, bring-
ing representatives from
over 25 reputed universities
across the country to guide
students on higher educa-
tion and career opportuni-
ties.

The expo featured institu-
tions from Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Pune, Kolkata, Bhubaneswar
and other cities, offering
information on academic
programmes, scholarships,
admissions and global ca-
reer prospects, along with

on-the-spot application fa-

cilities. Students explored

opportunities in traditional |,

fields such as Medicine,
Engineering and Civil Ser-
vices, as well as emerging
sectors including Artificial
Intelligence, IT, Manage-
ment, Finance, Journalism,
Law, Multimedia, Designing
and Visual Arts.

Principal Dr A. S. Gang-

war inaugurated the event |

alongside Sunil Prajapati,
Founder and Director of
Educators India, Vivek Sriv-
astava of Graphic Era Group
of Institutions and Dr Pari-
mal Kumar of Birla Global
University, Odisha.
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SC upholds HC order
allowing I-T to reassess
1ncome of ex-CJI's sons

New Delhi, Agency
Holding that the income tax
department is not precluded
from conducting reassess-
ment upon discovering evi-
dence suggesting income
had escaped assessment,
Supreme Court upheld a
Delhi high court order
allowing the agency to
reassess the income of the
sons of former Chief
Justice of India YK
Sabharwal for 2008-09 and
2009-10.

A bench of Justices J B
Pardiwala and K Vinod
Chandran dismissed the
Sabharwals' appeal and said
the notice issued by the
department in 2015 was
valid as it was based on rea-
sons duly recorded and on
tangible material of a report
of its investigation unit.

Recording details of
financial transactions, the
Supreme Court bench
noted Chetan Sabharwal
along with his brother Nitin
Sabharwal and two other
shareholders entered into
two share purchase agree-
ments with GYS Real
Estate Pvt Ltd (buyer com-
pany) for a sale of 7.5 lakh
equity shares of Pawan
Impex (P) Ltd and 2.5 lakh
equity shares of SVIIT
Software (P) Ltd held by
each of the parties for a sale
consideration of Rs 195
crore and Rs 60 crore,
respectively. The appellant
and other selling sharehold-
ers were each entitled to
1/4th share of the total con-
sideration.

CBI extradites Mahadev
App kingpin Sourabh
Chandrakar from Oman

In
breakthrough
against transnational organ-
ized crime, CBI in coordi-
nation with other Central

New Delhi, Agency:
a major

agencies, has extradited
Sourabh Chandrakar, the
promoter and alleged king-
pin of the Mahadev App
illegal online betting syndi-
cate, from the Sultanate of
Oman. A special CBI team
travelled to Muscat, took
custody of Chandrakar, and
escorted him back to India.
Following a mandatory
medical examination and
the acquisition of a transit
remand, he will be taken to
Raipur and produced before
the CBI Special Judge
Monday. Chandrakar is
wanted in two CBI cases, in
which chargesheets have
already been filed, as well
as an Enforcement
Directorate (ED) case
where a prosecution com-
plaint has been submitted
and several properties in
India and abroad have been
attached. The investigation
into the Mahadev Online
Book cases was taken up by
the CBI at the request of the
Chhattisgarh government.
The probe revealed that
the syndicate operated as
one of the country's largest
illegal online betting net-
works run from outside
India, facilitating unlawful
betting on cricket, football,
card games, and other
events through a wide-
spread system of franchised
"panels" and "branches."
Proceeds from the illegal
betting network were fun-
neled through numerous
mule bank accounts, lay-
ered via multiple transac-
tions, and moved overseas
through hawala channels.
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Introspect on need to improve judi-
ciary responsiveness: CJ1

New Delhi, Agency:
Flagging the importance of
timely intervention by
courts in crucial matters, CJI
Surya Kant said the differ-
ence between justice and
injustice was not in the final
judgement but in whether
the court intervened when
"intervention was most
needed". He underlined the
need for the judiciary, par-
ticularly constitutional
courts, to introspect to fur-
ther improve their working
and to make listing of cases
"more transparent and pre-
dictable".

Speaking at the platinum

6 Indian trekkers 'ignore weather
warnings', get stranded in Nepal

group continued towards the lake
despite warnings from security per-
sonnel and their Nepalese guide
about worsening weather. They left
the guide behind and pressed ahead
as snowfall intensified, disregarding
restrictions the district administra-
tion had imposed on travel towards
Upper Dolpa. Locals also warned
them that heavy snow could make
the mountain passes impassable."
The guide alerted authorities on
Saturday evening after losing con-
tact with the trekkers. By Sunday
the administration had
mobilised security personnel and
sought helicopter assistance.
have located the area where they are
stranded, and an Army helicopter is
arriving to rescue them. We hope to
rescue them soon," Dhakal said.

New Delhi, Agency: Six Indian
including four men and
two women, remained stranded in
snowbound Upper Dolpa
region Sunday after allegedly ignor-

trekkers,
Nepal's

ing weather warnings and

their guide behind to continue
towards Shey-Phoksundo Lake. A
technical fault in a Nepal Army hel-
icopter delayed rescue efforts, while
heavy snowfall linked to Cyclone
Arnab made mountain trails inac-

cessible.

The six - Moumita Halder, Piyali
Koley, Jajla Trivedi Kumar, Aditya
Singha, Diplina Biswas and Rajesh
De - got stranded on Saturday after-

noon in Danigad, roughly

northwest of Kathmandu. Their des-
tination, Shey-Phoksundo Lake, lies
at an altitude of about 3,600 metres

jubilee celebration of Kerala
HC, CJI Kant said constitu-
tional justice in India did not
begin and end in New Delhi
and its strength lay in the
robust network of 25 HCs
spread across the country,
each entrusted with the duty
of protecting rights and
upholding the rule of law.
He said HCs were better
placed to deal with citizens'
problems as they were
closely connected with the
everyday realities of people.
"It is in this context that [
wish to emphasise the
extraordinary constitutional
significance of Article 226.

Its breadth is one of the
greatest strengths of our
judicial architecture. While
Article 32 guarantees access
to SC for enforcement of
fundamental rights, Article
226 empowers HCs to issue

leaving

metres.
Nepal's

300km

and is considered Nepal's deepest
lake, with an estimated depth of 145

Department
Hydrology and Meteorology had
warned of rain, heavy snow and ava-
lanche risks between Oct 29 and 31,
prompting restrictions on high-alti-
tude travel. Dolpa chief district offi-
cer Junu Hamal Dhakal said,

of  morning,

"The

appropriate writs and direc-
tions not only for fundamen-
tal rights but also for other
legal rights. This wide con-
stitutional canvas allows
HCs to fashion meaningful
remedies across diverse

legal, statutory, administra-
tive and contractual dis-
putes. Equally important is
their power to grant timely
interim protection," the CJI
said.

He said there has been a
growing tendency of liti-
gants to approach SC
requesting directions for
urgent listing or early hear-
ing of matters pending
before HCs and asked
whether the present process
could be improved, includ-
ing listing of cases.

"SC has consistently
respected the institutional
autonomy of HCs, including

their authority to regulate
their own rosters. That posi-
tion is rooted in respect for
the constitutional status of
these institutions. Yet, the
frequency of such requests
invites us to consider
whether there is room to
improve the responsiveness
of our processes. We must
ask ourselves: Can urgent
matters be identified more
effectively? Can listing pro-
cedures be made more trans-
parent and predictable? Can
technology assist in priori-
tising cases where delay
may cause irreversible prej-
udice?..." he said.

"We

India trying to bring Russia
Ukraine & Europe to the table
on 3 fronts: Jaishankar

New  Delhi,
External affairs minister S
Jaishankar on Sunday said
India has held discussions
with Russia, Ukraine and
European countries on pro-
tecting
restoring
through the Black Sea and
preventing attacks on energy
infrastructure amid the ongo-
ing
war.According  to
agency Media, Speaking on
the sidelines of the G20 for-
eign ministers'
Atlanta, Jaishankar said India
was engaging with the parties
on three key aspects of the
conflict, including the safety

Agency:

civilian
grain

shipping,
exports

Russia-Ukraine
news

meeting in

of civilian vessels and seafar-
ers, the restoration of grain
shipments from Russia and
Ukraine,
attacks on energy infrastruc-
ture. He said India was trying
to bring the concerned parties
together to address
issues.
civilian shipping and seafar-
ers," he said, outlining the first
of the three areas discussed
with Russia, Ukraine and
Europe. On the second issue,
Jaishankar stressed the need to
restore grain shipments from
both Russia and Ukraine,
warning that exports through
the Black Sea had declined
sharply amid the conflict.

and preventing

these
"One, not to attack

Bhutan dedicates Buddhist stupato PM  Desi Bullet Train closer to l‘eality

Modi; Rijiju calls it 'huge honour for Indla

Bhutan's
Namgyel
Wangchuck has dedicated a sacred
Buddhist stupa to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, recognising his con-
tribution to strengthening friendship
between the two countries. The dedi-
cation of Stupa number 76 took place
during a ceremony to raise and conse-
Gelephu

New Delhi, Agency:

King Jigme Khesar

crate 108 stupas in
Mindfulness City on Sunday.

According to news agency Media,
Union minority affairs minister Kiren
Rijiju represented India at the ceremo-
ny and expressed gratitude to Bhutan
for the gesture, describing it as a
"huge honour for India". He also con-
veyed gratitude on behalf of Prime
Minister Modi to the Bhutanese King.
In a post on X, Rijiju said, "It's a huge
honour for India that very sacred
stupa 76 is dedicated to Hon'ble PM
Narendra Modi ji for his outstanding
vision and commitment to friendship
between India and Bhutan. On the

Fake claims, evasion of Rs 5.3 crore land, techie couple in I-T net

New Delhi, Agency: In a stern
message to those making false
authorities

income tax claims,
have carried out a rare

action on an IT professional and
his wife, estimating alleged bogus
claims and tax evasion of Rs 5.3
crore over five years, according to
the department. The couple also

Golden Triangle' J North East drug trade thrives on barter

New Delhi, Agency:
International illicit drug
syndicates operating out
of the Golden Triangle of
Myanmar, Thailand and
Laos have turned to age-
old barter trade, under
which drugs like heroin
and methamphetamine
are smuggled into India
through the porous bor-
ders of Northeastern
states and payments are
made in kind through sup-
plies of petrol, diesel,
flour, edible oil, groceries,
medicines, footwear and
clothing from their Indian
network.

Drug lords across bor-
der ensure transactions
are made without any
money actually crossing
border, according to an

| & I T

auspicious

search

occasion of Lhabab
Duchen, joined the sacred ceremony
in Gelephu Mindfulness City, Bhutan,
marking the raising and consecration
of 108 stupas, accompanied by the
blowing of Dungchens." He further
said, "Paid my respects and offered
prayers in the presence of His Majesty
the King of Bhutan, Her Majesty the
Gyaltsuen, H E Dasho Tshering
Tobgay, Prime Minister of Bhutan &
the people of Bhutan. A deeply mean-
ingful spiritual occasion, reflecting
Bhutan's rich Buddhist heritage and
the enduring bonds of friendship
between our two nations."

face charges of forglng docu-
ments.Tax officials found that
deduction claims involved fake

try's first

Sunday.

Bullet Train, B2S,
"Squeeze Test" or vehi-
cle body shell test of the
first coach is underway
and will be completed

Bengaluru facility on

A squeeze test is a
safety assessment to
determine whether a
train's car body can
withstand heavy exter-
nal forces and pressure
without excessive defor-

political donations,
home and education loans, while
rental income was not disclosed.
They had purchased half-a-dozen
properties using some of these
funds. It all started with the wife's
tax return claiming a deduction of
over Rs 40 lakh for a donation to a
political party.

the

next week. Railway
minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw witnessed the mation or structural fail-
test at BEML's ure in case of a collision

After this,

interest on

or crash. "Squeeze test
of the integrated car
body is at final stage.
propulsion
system will be placed
and all electronic sys-
tems will be put in place.
Subsequently, a climatic
test will be carried out

New
Punjab
Bhagwant Mann on Sunday
alleged that the Shiromani
Akali Dal, Congress and BJP
had nothing constructive to
offer the people of the state. He
accused his opposition of pri-
oritising political power and
personal interests over public
welfare. Addressing a gathering

investigation report com-
piled by the ED after
week-long searches at 38

locations  across the
Northeast last week.
Myanmar has already
replaced Afghanistan as
world's largest illicit
opium-producing region.
With precursor chemicals
moved from India to
Myanmar, where drug
manufacturing units are
located, finished heroin,
brown sugar and synthetic
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drug methamphetamine
tablets are produced and
carried across the Tiau
river at Zokhawthar, the
border crossing opposite
Khawmawi in Myanmar.
Consignments are staged
at Champhai, from where
they travel down the
Champhai-Aizawl road
and NH-06A to Aizawl,
Vairengte and then to
Assam and the rest of
India, the ED report said.

ED has traced interme-
diaries who procured and
supplied goods to syndi-
cates in Myanmar. Over
1,400 mule bank
accounts, mostly belong-
ing to traders who pro-
cured these goods and
supplied them to the net-
work, have been frozen.

Transactions involving
goods worth over Rs 270
crore have been identified
so far and six persons
arrested. These transac-
tions were handled by
illicit money exchangers,
or hawala networks, in
Champhai, including Rs
125 crore in cash received
from Assam, Nagaland,
WB, Tripura & Delhi, ED
said. Significantly, drug
money reaching hawala
accounts in Aizawl and
Champhai came substan-
tially from Delhi, Kolkata
and Mumbai, ED added.
Illegal money is convert-
ed into ordinary, commer-
cially marketable goods,
which are sent to border
towns of Mizoram and

onward to Myanmar. grab
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in Punjab, Mann said people
had witnessed the difference
between self-serving politics
and development-driven gover-
nance. He also expressed confi-
dence that the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) would get another
opportunity to govern the state
in 2027.

Taking aim at the Akali Dal,
Mann alleged that the party had
failed to answer for the painful
incidents of sacrilege and had
been reduced to the Badal fam-
ily and a handful of close asso-
ciates.
Congress as a "divided house",
where leaders were constantly
at loggerheads with one anoth-
er. "These political parties are
hand in glove with each other,
with their sole agenda being to

temperature  of

environment
tions,"

high-speed

Delhi,
chief

Agency:
minister

wherein the car will be
subjected to tests at high
50
degree Celsius and neg-
ative temperature, and
dusty and heavy rain
condi-
Vaishnaw said.
Railways plans to
start the test run of the
train,

as squeeze test nears completmn

New Delhi, Agency:
Paving the way for final
production of the coun-
indigenous

designed to operate at a
maximum speed of 249
kmph and a testing
speed of 275 kmph,
from first quarter of
2027-2028 on Surat-
Vapi (100 km) section of
Ahmedabad-Mumbai
High Speed corridor.
The commercial run is
scheduled for August
2027. Each bullet train
will have eight coaches
and another eight can be
added later. The eight-
car train can carry 557
passengers. BEML, a
central PSU, is manufac-
turing the first two of the
indigenous bullet trains,
each comprising eight
coaches.

CM Mann says opposition parties
have nothing to offer Punjab, eyes
AAP's return to power in 2027

He described the

power and protect their

vested interests,"
Mann said people had trust-
ed his government so far and

continue to support it.
people have witnessed the dif-
ference between politics driven
by personal interests and gov-
ernance driven by public wel-
fare. They have trusted me so
far, and I hope they will contin-
ue to repose their faith in me in
the future as well," he said.

The chief minister also
highlighted the government's
Mukh Mantri Mawan-Dheeyan
Satkar Yojna, under which Rs
1,291 crore was transferred to
the bank accounts of more than
37.43 lakh beneficiaries.

He said more than 80 lakh
women had registered for the
scheme as of October 29. The
government  is
towards its target of covering
one crore women, he added.
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he alleged.

expressed hope that they would

"The
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THE TECHNOLOGY OF THINGS WE CANNOT SEE
The Invisible World of Mlcrobes — HOW Technology Reveals Life Beyond Human Vision

The human eye can observe
mountains, oceans, forests and
countless objects in everyday
life, but it cannot see most of
the living organisms that sur-
round us. A drop of water, a
handful of soil or even the sur-
face of a mobile phone may
contain millions of microscopic
organisms. These include bac-
teria, fungi, viruses and other
forms of microscopic life.
Although invisible to the naked
eye, they play an enormous role
in human health, agriculture,
the environment and the func-
tioning of ecosystems.

The discovery of microor-
ganisms transformed science.
Before the development of
powerful microscopes, people
had little understanding of the
invisible biological world. The

invention and improvement of
optical microscopes allowed
scientists to observe cells and
microorganisms by magnifying
objects that were otherwise
impossible to examine. Later,
electron microscopes made it
possible to study structures far
smaller than those visible
through ordinary light micro-
scopes.

Modern microscopy has
taken this ability much further.
Fluorescence microscopy uses
special dyes or naturally fluo-
rescent proteins to highlight
particular structures inside
cells. Scientists can observe
how proteins move, how cells
communicate and how biologi-
cal processes change over time.
Confocal microscopes use
focused light and optical tech-

niques to create detailed images

of specific layers within a sam-
ple, helping researchers build
three-dimensional views of bio-
logical structures.

Electron microscopy offers
another level of detail. Instead
of using visible light, it uses
beams of electrons to examine

extremely small structures.
This allows scientists to investi-
gate the shapes and arrange-
ments of viruses, cellular com-
ponents and materials at micro-
scopic scales. Advanced tech-
niques can even reveal details
of molecular structures, helping
researchers understand how

biological systems function.

The ability to observe
microscopic life has important
practical applications. In medi-
cine, laboratories use micro-
scopes and related imaging
technologies  to  identify
pathogens, examine blood cells
and investigate diseases. In
agriculture, scientists study soil
microorganisms that help plants
absorb nutrients and maintain
healthy ecosystems.
Environmental researchers use
microbial analysis to under-
stand water quality, pollution
and the natural breakdown of
waste.

Technology is also making
microscopic research faster and
more accessible. Automated
imaging systems, digital micro-
scopes and artificial-intelli-

gence-assisted image analysis
can help researchers identify
patterns in large collections of
samples. These systems do not
replace scientific judgement,
but they can reduce the time
needed to examine complex
data.

Despite these advances,
observing microscopic life
remains challenging. Some
organisms are difficult to grow
in laboratories, while others are
too small or structurally com-
plex for conventional imaging
methods. Researchers must also
distinguish between living
organisms, inactive biological
material and harmless microor-
ganisms.

The invisible microbial
world is no longer beyond
human understanding.

Sensors That Detect the Invisible — How 5eeing Through Walls — The Science

Behind Imaging What Is Hidden

Technology Can Smell Danger in the Air

The air around us may appear clean
and harmless, but it can contain sub-
stances that cannot be detected by
human senses.

Carbon monoxide, nitrogen
dioxide, ozone, industrial gases and
volatile organic compounds can affect
human health even when there is no vis-
ible smoke, unusual smell or obvious
warning. Detecting these invisible

threats has become an important area of
modern science, leading to the develop-
ment of highly sensitive gas sensors.
Gas sensors work by detecting
changes in physical or chemical proper-
ties when particular molecules come
into contact with a sensing material.
Some sensors measure changes in elec-
trical resistance, while others use light,
heat or chemical reactions to identify

the presence of a gas. The response can
then be converted into a reading that
indicates the type or concentration of
the substance.

One widely used technology is the
metal-oxide semiconductor sensor.
When gases interact with its sensitive
surface, the electrical resistance
changes.

The device measures this
change and estimates the concentration
of the target gas. Such sensors are used
in air-quality monitors, industrial safety
systems and some household gas-detec-
tion devices. Other technologies,
including electrochemical sensors, use
chemical reactions to generate an elec-
trical signal related to the amount of gas

present.
Optical sensors offer another
method. Some wuse infrared light

because different gases absorb particu-
lar wavelengths.

By measuring how much light
passes through a sample, the instrument
can identify and estimate the concentra-
tion of certain gases. This technique is
especially useful for monitoring green-
house gases and industrial emissions.

Measuring What Ordinary Instruments Cannot

Some of the most impor-
tant signals in the universe
are extraordinarily weak.
Tiny changes in magnetic
fields, gravity, time and
motion can reveal informa-
tion about the human body,
underground structures and
even the behaviour of matter.
Conventional instruments
can measure many of these
signals, but they have limita-
tions.

Quantum sensors are
emerging as a new class of
instruments that use the
unusual properties of atoms,
photons and other quantum
systems to make extremely
precise measurements.

Quantum physics
describes how matter and
energy behave at very small
scales. At this level, particles

Everything around us, from

can exist in combinations of
possible
through quantum effects and
respond to extremely small
changes in their surround-
ings. Scientists can carefully
control these properties and
use them as highly sensitive
measuring systems.
than simply making a device
smaller or more powerful,
quantum sensing uses the ic

very close to a material's sur-

states, interact

measurement.

Rather

How

behaviour of quantum sys-
tems as the foundation of

One important example is
the atomic clock. It uses the
regular frequency of transi-
tions between energy levels
in atoms to keep exceptional-
ly accurate time. Such clocks
are essential to satellite navi-
gation and precision scientif-
experiments.

Improvements in atomic-
clock technology may also
help researchers study tiny
changes in gravity and test
fundamental theories of
physics.

Quantum magnetometers
are another promising devel-
opment. They can detect very
weak magnetic fields and
may have applications in
medical research, geological
exploration and navigation.
Some systems use specially
prepared atoms or defects in
diamond crystals to measure
magnetic signals.<

In the future, highly
sensitive instruments could
help researchers study brain
activity or locate under-
ground mineral deposits
without relying entirely on
conventional equipment.

For centuries, seeing through a
solid wall belonged to the world of
imagination. Today, scientists and
engineers are developing technolo-
gies that can detect objects, move-
ment and certain details behind
barriers without physically opening
them. These systems do not pro-
vide ordinary vision through walls.
Instead, they use electromagnetic
waves, sound or other forms of
energy to gather information about
objects hidden from direct view.

One important technology is
through-wall radar imaging. Radar
systems transmit radio-frequency
signals towards a surface and
analyse the waves that return.
When radio waves pass through
certain materials, they may reflect
off objects or people behind them.
By studying the returning signals,
specialised systems can estimate
the location and movement of
objects on the other side of a wall.

The technology has potential
applications in emergency
response. After an earthquake,
building collapse or explosion, res-
cuers may need to determine
whether people are trapped behind
concrete, bricks or other obstacles.
Radar-based equipment can some-
times detect movement associated
with breathing or body motion,
helping rescue teams assess dan-
gerous locations.

However, results depend
on wall materials, distance, inter-
ference and the system's capabili-
ties. Such devices cannot reliably
identify every person or provide a
clear picture of an entire room.

small structures.

Thermal imaging is another
technology that helps reveal infor-
mation that ordinary cameras can-
not capture. Thermal cameras
detect infrared radiation emitted by
objects and convert differences in
temperature into visual images.

They are useful for identi-
fying heat leaks in buildings,
detecting overheating electrical
equipment and locating people in
dark environments. However, ordi-
nary thermal cameras generally
cannot see through solid walls;
they measure surface temperatures
and may reveal indirect signs of
hidden heat sources.

Researchers are also exploring
systems that use Wi-Fi signals to
detect movement.

Wireless signals travel
through indoor spaces and reflect
off walls, furniture and people.
Changes in these signals can some-
times be analysed to estimate
whether someone is moving in a
room, even when a conventional
camera cannot see them. This
research could eventually support
contactless monitoring in health-
care, smart homes and assisted-liv-
ing environments.

Ultrasound and other sensing
techniques are used in specialised
settings to examine structures or
detect hidden defects. Industrial
inspection systems can identify
cracks and internal weaknesses in
metal, concrete and other materials
without cutting them open. This is
particularly important for bridges,
pipelines, aircraft components and
machinery.

Scientists Observe the Almost Invisible

Advanced

cialised software converts those

a grain of sand to the screen of
a computer, is made of atoms.
Yet atoms are so small that they
cannot be seen using ordinary
optical microscopes.
Understanding their arrange-
ment and behaviour is essential
to modern physics, chemistry,
medicine and electronics. To
explore this hidden world, sci-
entists have developed sophisti-
cated instruments that can
measure and map structures at
scales far below the limits of
human vision.

One of the most important
developments is the scanning
tunnelling  microscope, or
STM. It uses an extremely
sharp conducting tip positioned

face. When a voltage is applied,
a tiny electrical current can
flow between the tip and the
surface through a quantum
effect called tunnelling. As the
tip moves across the material,
changes in this current reveal
information about the surface at
atomic scales. Scientists can
use these measurements to
study the arrangement of atoms
and electronic properties of
materials.

Another major instrument is
the atomic force microscope, or
AFM. Instead of relying on
electrical current, it uses a tiny
mechanical probe that moves
across a surface. Forces
between the probe and the sam-

ple cause small movements in a
flexible cantilever. By measur-

ing these movements, the
instrument creates a detailed
map of the surface. AFM can
examine materials that are not
electrically conducting, making

it useful in biology, materials

research and nanotechnology.
Electron microscopes have
also transformed atomic-scale
investigation. They use acceler-
ated electrons rather than visi-
ble light to examine extremely

transmission electron micro-
scopes can reveal the arrange-
ment of atoms in certain materi-
als, while scanning electron
microscopes provide detailed
information about surface
structures. These instruments
are used to investigate semicon-
ductors, metals, nanoparticles
and biological samples.
Scientists do not always
observe atoms by producing a
picture in the familiar photo-
graphic sense. Many atomic-
scale images are reconstruc-
tions created from measured
signals. The instruments collect
data about electrical currents,
electron interactions or
mechanical forces, and spe-

measurements into visual rep-
resentations.  Understanding
how the image was produced is
therefore essential when inter-
preting the results.

Atomic-scale observation
has practical importance in the
development of modern tech-
nology. Semiconductor manu-
facturers study material struc-
tures to improve electronic
components. Battery
researchers investigate how
materials change during charg-
ing and discharging. Scientists
developing nanomaterials
examine how tiny changes in
atomic arrangement influence
strength, conductivity and
chemical behaviour.



