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Man named Hitler Mussolini
elected mayor in Peru,
draws global attention

World.(Agency)

Despite winning an election to represent a district
of fewer than 1,000 people, a Peruvian politician
has attracted international attention because his
name combines the forenames of two of history's
most notorious fascist dictators — Adolf Hitler and
Benito Mussolini.

Hitler Mussolini SimeA3n Flores, 45, won the
mayoral election in Queropalca, a remote Andean
district in Peru's Hunuco department, by a narrow
margin, contesting on the ticket of the centre-left
Ahora NaciA®n party.Flores secured 229 votes,
accounting for 34.5 per cent of the 663 valid ballots
cast, according to election results. His closest rival,
Gaspar Benilde Osorio Zambrano of the right-wing
Popular Renewal Peru party, received 204 votes,
giving Flores a lead of just 25 votes.Queropalca,
located in the province of Lauricocha, has an
estimated population of just over 730, according to
official data from 2024.

The district lies around 360 km (224 miles) from
the capital, Lima.His unusual name has turned an
otherwise low-profile local election into a subject
of international curiosity. Peruvian outlet Peru21
described his candidacy as striking because his
forenames are shared with “two of the most well-
known figures of 20th-Century European
totalitarian regimes”.

NOT THE FIRST PERUVIAN POLITICIAN
NAMED HITLER

Flores is not the first politician in Peru to attract
attention because of a name associated with the
Nazi dictator.

Captain Smit Machchhar to
get Israel civilian heroism
award after flight ordeal

Jerusalem.(Agency)

Israeli President Isaac Herzog has invited Captain
Smit Machchhar to Israel to honour him with the
Presidential Award for Civilian Heroism after he was
injured while trying to stop his co-pilot from
allegedly attempting to hijack a flydubai flight from
Dubai to Tel Aviv, his office said on
Saturday.Machchhar, an Indian national, was hurt
during the mid-air incident on September 30. The
aircraft, carrying 174 passengers and six crew
members, was diverted to Tabuk in Saudi Arabia.
Despite being seriously injured, he managed to open
the cockpit door, allowing passengers and crew to
overpower the co-pilot and avert a possible
catastrophe. All passengers reached Israel safely
later that day.

"Once Captain Machchhar regains strength, it will be
my honour to award him, on behalf of the people of
Israel, the State of Israel's Presidential Award for
Civilian Heroism," a statement from the President's
office quoted Herzog as saying. The honour for
Machchhar would be a rare distinction for a non-
Israeli.

Herzog announced the decision earlier this week at a
ceremony honouring six Israeli citizens who were on
board the flight with the same award.In a letter dated
October 4, Herzog expressed "deep gratitude" for
Machchhar's "exceptional courage and
determination" in steering the flydubai aircraft to
safety and averting a "catastrophe". "While the
unfolding of events reads like a thriller, one can only
imagine the true sense of terror and grave urgency
that overwhelmed the cockpit as you struggled
midair for your very being," he wrote. The letter did
not mention the President's intention to confer the
award on him.
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4 dead, 6,70,000 without power as
Hurricane Isaias batters southeast US

w«Hurricane Isaias struck Florida
and swept across the US
Southeast, leaving four people
dead and widespread outages.
Even as the storm weakened,
officials warned of flooding,
tornadoes and prolonged
disruption to power and fransport.

World.(Agency)

services.

Two of the deaths resulted from trees
falling on homes, according to local media

and authorities.Authorities in Florida
had received no search and rescue
requests shortly after landfall in a sign
of limited impact, Governor Ron
DeSantis said. But hazardous
conditions remained and storm surges,
flash flooding, damaging winds and a
risk of tornadoes across parts of the US
Southeast were expected, the National
Hurricane Center said.The tornado
threat is expected to continue on
Saturday across parts of the Florida
Panhandle, Georgia and the Carolinas,

sense about the future for the rapidity of
the power restoration," DeSantis told a
press conference in Tallahassee. Some

16,000 utility linemen had prepared to

toward the coast of northern Baja
California on Saturday, bringing wind
gusts and increased tides, which left
another 7,000 people without power in
California.Alabama's emergency
management agency said the downed
trees and power lines made travel
hazardous in Houston County, which is
under a flash flood warning."Due to the
impacts of Hurricane Isaias, all Houston
County roads are closed until further
notice," it posted on X.

A category 2 hurricane when it hit
Florida's coast and the first of the 2026
Atlantic season, Isaias is expected to
produce gusty winds well inland before

Four people died after Hurricane Is

made landfall early on Saturday, and about
670,000 residents in Florida, Alabama,
Georgia and Mississippi were still without
power as the storm weakened to a post-
according to local
authorities and electricity monitoring

tropical cyclone,

aias

were assessing the damage.

the NHC said.In Florida,
restoration was marked as a priority,
authorities said, while highways, bridges
and airports were reopening, and teams

"They're going to make assessments this
morning, and I think that'll give us a good

power

Atlantic or Pacific to be renamed Trump
Ocean? US President floats idea

World.(Agency)

US President Donald Trump has floated
the idea of renaming either the Atlantic
or Pacific Ocean as ‘Trump Ocean’ or
‘Ocean of the Americas,’ extending his
push to put an American imprint on
geographical names.

Trump made the remarks
during a campaign rally in
Clarksville, Tennessee, on
Saturday, October 10, while
speaking ahead of the
November 3 midterm
elections.“We need a river.
We need an ocean,” Trump
told the crowd, suggesting
that either of the two oceans
could be given a new name.
“We call it ‘Trump Ocean’ or
‘Ocean of the Americas,”
something like that,” he said,
drawing laughter and applause, The
Washington Post reported.Trump's
comments came after he referred to his
earlier decisions to rename the Gulf of
Mexico as the Gulf of America and
Lake Ontario as Lake America.

According to The Washington Post, the
US President also suggested that he
wanted an ocean and a major river to be
renamed before leaving office.“Before [
getout, I think we should have an ocean.
And we need a great river,” Trump said,
according to the newspaper.

A report by Fox News suggests that
Trump floated the idea during a wide-
ranging rally that combined campaign
appeals with remarks on the economy,
foreign policy and his administration's
domestic agenda. Musician Kid Rock
opened the rally before Trump

addressed the crowd.

TRUMP’S EARLIER RENAMING
MOVES

Trump renamed the Gulf of Mexico as
the Gulf of America last year, a move
that sparked diplomatic tensions with
Mexico and a dispute with the
Associated Press over the use of
the new name.

The news agency refused to
adopt the name universally,
prompting a legal battle with the
administration over access to
presidential events, The
Washington Post reported.

In August, Trump also renamed
Lake Ontario, which lies between
the US state of New York and
Canada, as Lake America. The
move came amid tensions with
Canadian leaders over trade and
tariffs, the newspaper said.The
President has also floated the idea of
renaming the US state of New Mexico
as ‘New America’. Last month, he
suggested the change, although he later
said it would be up to the state's
residents to decide whether to pursue it.

12 dead, 300 injured in Houthi strike on
Riyadh airport; Trump calls it terrible

World.(Agency)

international airport in a week
killed at least 12 people and
injured 309 on Saturday, Saudi
authorities said, as Yemen's Iran-
backed Houthi rebels claimed
responsibility for the strike,
marking a major escalation in
their campaign against the
kingdom.The Saudi civil aviation
authority said the dead included
four Saudi nationals, two people
from Bangladesh and one each from
the United States, Jordan, Palestine,
Syria, Sudan and Egypt. Hospitals

Man mauled to death by tiger after jumping
into enclosure at UK wildlife park

were overwhelmed with casualties
arriving by ambulance and helicopter,
A third attack on Riyadh's with some of the injured in critical

condition, people briefed on the
matter said.The attack came without
warning, and Saudi Arabia's threat

warning system did not issue an alert.
The two earlier attacks on King
Khalid International Airport this
week killed four people and heavily
damaged a Saudi commercial aircraft
parked on the tarmac.Reacting to
reports of the latest attack, Trump
called it “terrible” and described the
Saudis as “good fighters”, while
saying Washington was weighing its
options.When asked whether
Washington planned to join Saudi
Arabia’s strikes on the Houthis, the
US President said, “We may. We’re
going to look at it. We just found out
about the recent attack, so we’ll make
adecision. We move very quickly."

respond to the storm, he said.

About 420,000 customers in Florida,
190,000 in Alabama, 43,000 in Georgia
and 17,000 in Mississippi had no power as
of midday Saturday, according to tracking
firm PowerOutage.us.A separate storm on
the Pacific Ocean, Rachel, was moving

weakening below gale force later on
Saturday, the NHC said.On Saturday, oil
and gas producer Shell SHEL.L said it was
beginning to redeploy personnel to its

Mars, Olympus, Ursa, Vito and
Appomattox assets in the Gulf,
whileChevron CVX.

Three Indian survivors of
Black Sea cargo ship attack
leave for home

London.(Agency)

Three Indian nationals rescued from the Turkish-
owned cargo vessel MV Royad Mammadov after it was
attacked in the Black Sea earlier this week have left for
India, the Indian Embassy in Bucharest said on
Saturday.The mission said the three men — Sahil
Sandhu, Ashwini Kumar and Harman Singh —
departed for India on Saturday after receiving support
from the embassy. The vessel, carrying corn from
Ukraine's Izmail port to Ravenna in Italy, was struck on
Monday while sailing in the Black Sea outside
Romania's territorial waters.

In a statement, the embassy said, "Three Indian
nationals, Shri Sahil Sandhu, Shri Ashwini Kumar and
Shri Harman Singh, departed for India today
(Saturday)." It added, "The Embassy provided all
necessary support and assistance to facilitate their
return. We express our sincere gratitude to the
Romanian authorities, Constana County Hospital, and
the Romanian rescue teams for their invaluable
assistance, cooperation and support."Two foreign
seafarers were killed in the attack and several crew
members were injured. All three Indian nationals
survived. One of them was injured and received
medical treatment in Romania. The nationality of those
killed was not immediately known.

The embassy had said on October 7 that its
representative visited the three Indian nationals
rescued on October 6 from the vessel in the Black Sea.
Two were accommodated in a hotel, while the third was
undergoing treatment at the County Hospital in
Constanta. The mission had said all three were in stable
condition. It also said it had facilitated essential items,
including mobile phones, through the shipping
company's local agent, while arranging Indian food
through a local Indian restaurant. The embassy said it
remained in close contact with the concerned
authorities and continued to extend all necessary
support.

According to the BIMCO-ICS Seafarer Workforce
Report 2026, India has emerged as the world's second-
largest supplier of seafarers, contributing 311,936
maritime professionals to the global shipping industry.
The report estimates that India now accounts for 12.16
per cent of the global seafaring workforce, behind only
the Philippines and ahead of China, the Russian
Federation and Indonesia. The latest development in
Romania marks the return home of the three Indian
survivors after the Black Sea attack.

Christa Pike, who survived botched

World.(Agency)

A man was killed after entering a tiger
enclosure at Yorkshire Wildlife Park in
England and being attacked by the animal,
South Yorkshire Police said on Saturday.
Police said they received reports at 1.35 pm
that a man had entered the enclosure at the
wildlife park near Doncaster. The attack
resulted in serious injuries, and the man was
pronounced dead at the scenc g
despite efforts by medical
personnel.“Emergency services
attended and sadly, despite the best
efforts of medical personnel, the
man was pronounced dead at the |
scene,” South Yorkshire Police said
in a statement.

“The man's family is aware and is
being supported by specialist gy
officers. Our thoughts are with them &=
at this distressing time,” the force
said.

NO WIDER RISK TO PUBLIC: COPS
Addressing rumours about the tiger's
condition, police said the animal was
uninjured and remained inside the enclosure
after the incident.

“Regarding rumours surrounding the
condition of the tiger, the animal was
uninjured and remained in the enclosure
following the incident and there is no wider

® @ & « | &

risk to the public,” the force said.Police also
acknowledged videos of the incident
circulating online and urged people not to
share the footage.

“We are aware of videos circulating online
and we would encourage people not to share
this distressing footage,” the force said.
WILDLIFE PARK CLOSED AFTER
INCIDENT
Yorkshire Wildlife

e

Park was evacuated

following the incident and will remain

closed until Sunday.The park said its
emergency response procedures had been
activated immediately and emergency
services had attended the scene. It is
working with the authorities to establish
what happened.“The safety and wellbeing
of our visitors, staff and animals remain our
highest priority,” the wildlife park said in a
statement on its website.
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execution, back in prison after hospital stay

Christa Pike, sentenced to death for a
1995 murder, awoke 'angry and
confused' in the hospital this week
with a long recuperation ahead after
surviving the attempted execution on
September 30, her lawyers said on

Wednesday.

World.(Agency)

Death row inmate Christa Pike was released
from a US hospital on Saturday and sent back
to prison where she will continue receiving
medical care following her botched
execution attempt in Tennessee, her
attorneys said.

Pike was discharged from a local hospital and
is now at the Debra K Johnson Rehabilitation
Center, where she has been housed for more
than 30 years, said attorneys Stephen Ferrell
and Luke Ihnen from Federal Defender
Services of Eastern Tennessee, and Randy
Spivey and Kelly Gleason from the
Tennessee Office of the Post Conviction
Defender in a joint release.Pike, sentenced to

b ® @

death for a 1995 murder, awoke "angry and
confused" in the hospital this week with a
long recuperation ahead after surviving the
attempted execution on September 30, her
lawyers said on Wednesday. They previously
believed she could be brain-dead.Pike, 50,
had been taken from the execution chamber

to a Nashville hospital, unconscious,
critically ill and with severe arm injuries after
two injections failed to kill her at the

=—=F =

25 o r

Riverbend Maximum Security Institution.A
Tennessee judge this week ordered state
officials to preserve all evidence related to
their failed attempt to execute her, a
development one of her lawyers called the
"first of many steps to preserve and enforce
her constitutional rights."Tennessee
Governor Bill Lee suspended all executions
for the rest of the year while investigators
look into the botched execution .
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CJP’s ‘Cockroach Trio’ Released After Detention,
Face 1-Year Peace & Tranquillity Restriction

News Desk: Cockroach Ja-
nata Party (CJP) founder
Abhijeet Dipke and co-
conveners Saurav Das and
Ashutosh Ranka were re-
leased from detention on
Sunday morning, subject
to a one-year condition to
maintain peace and tran-
quillity.

The three leaders were pro-
duced before a Special Ex-
ecutive Magistrate at Delhi
Cantt on Sunday, a day after
Delhi Police detained them
at the national capital’s air-
port.

Their release was confirmed
by CJP legal affairs head
Ratna Singh in a post on X.
According to reports, the
magistrate imposed condi-
tions restricting the trio
from engaging in activities
that could breach peace and
public tranquillity during

the next year. Delhi Police
said preventive action had
been initiated against them
under Sections 126 and 170
of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS).
Detained Ahead of ‘Jantar
Mantar 2.0’ Protest

The CJP leaders were de-
tained shortly after their
flight from Mumbai landed
in Delhi on Saturday.

Police personnel report-
edly entered the aircraft
and took them into custody
amid heightened security
arrangements across the na-
tional capital.

The detention came ahead
of the party’s proposed
Jantar Mantar 2.0” protest,
which sought the resigna-
tion of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
over alleged irregularities in
the Special Intensive Revi-

sion (SIR) of electoral rolls.
The allegations concerning
the voter-list revision have
also become a major point
of contention between op-

position parties and the
Election Commission. Po-
lice had reportedly denied
permission for the proposed
demonstration, citing con-

cerns over compliance with
conditions governing previ-
ous protests and the notice
period required for organis-
ing a fresh agitation.

350,000 Surety Bond, One-
Year Peace Condition

Delhi Police stated that pre-
ventive action was taken
against Dipke, Ranka and

Das on October 10, and
that they were produced
before the Executive Mag-
istrate Court at Delhi Cantt
on October 11. Their release
reportedly followed the fur-
nishing of a 350,000 surety
bond linked to maintaining
peace and good behaviour
for one year. The conditions
imposed by the magistrate
require the leaders to refrain
from conduct that could
breach peace and tranquil-
lity during this period.

The release marks a sig-
nificant  development in
the confrontation over the
proposed protest, which
unfolded amid an extensive
security operation in Delhi.
Thousands of protesters and
several political figures were
also detained at different lo-
cations as authorities moved
to prevent demonstrators

from reaching the protest
site.

With the three CJP leaders
now released, attention is
likely to turn to the party’s
next course of action and
whether it will pursue its
proposed agitation under
the prevailing restrictions.
The central issue behind
the protest remains the con-
troversy over electoral-roll
revision and the demand
for accountability from the
Election Commission.

The latest development has
added another chapter to the
growing political confronta-
tion over the SIR exercise,
with the CJP leaderships
detention and subsequent
release bringing the debate
over protest restrictions,
public order and electoral
accountability into sharper
focus.

CCL Director Harsh Nath Mishra
Wins ‘CSR Leader of the Year’

Ranchi: Central Coalfields Limited (CCL), a subsidiary of
Coal India Limited, has won three prestigious honours at
the 4th edition of The Fortune Leadership Awards 2026,
recognising its contributions to corporate social responsi-
bility (CSR), rural development and community welfare.
The awards ceremony was held at the Radisson Blu in New
Delhi. CCL Director (Personnel) Harsh Nath Mishra re-
ceived the ‘CSR Leader of the Year’ award for his leadership
and contributions to the CSR sector.

In addition to Mishras individual honour, CCL secured
the ‘Corporate Social Responsibility Excellence Award’
and the ‘Rural Development Impact Award - Unnat Kri-
shi: Smart Agriculture Award’ for its initiatives aimed at
improving rural livelihoods and promoting sustainable
development.

John Amit Bodra, Manager (CSR), received the two insti-
tutional awards on behalf of the company.

The recognition highlights CCLs ongoing efforts to pro-
mote inclusive growth through community-focused pro-
grammes, rural development initiatives and interventions
designed to improve the quality of life of people in its op-
erational areas.

Concetto’26 Concludes at IIT-ISM Dhanbad
with RoboWars, Bike Stunts &
Musical Night

Dhanbad: Concetto’26, the centenary edition of II'T (ISM)
Dhanbad’s annual techno-management festival, concluded
on Sunday with a spectacular mix of technology, engineer-
ing, gaming and entertainment under the theme “Centauri
Synapse: Forged Over a Century”.

The final day featured technical competitions, including
Manak Quest, Code Wars, Pathfinder and AI of God 5.0,
alongside an online Valorant tournament and the AnGD
3D Animation event, showcasing students’ coding, prob-
lem-solving and creative skills.

The RoboWars grand finale at the Open Air Theatre
emerged as a major attraction, while bike stunts near the
Golden Jubilee Lecture Theatre added excitement. A musi-
cal night featuring Lost Stories at Amber Ground brought
the three-day festival to a vibrant close.

The festival began on October 8 with an inaugural cere-
mony at Penman Auditorium, celebrating a century of IIT
(ISM) Dhanbad’s academic and technological legacy.

Navratri Begins with Great Devotion; Temples Echo
wzth Chants of Maa Durga

News Desk: The nine-day
festival of Shardiya Navratri
began on Sunday with im-
mense devotion and reli-
gious fervour, as devotees
across the country offered
prayers to Goddess Durga
and sought her blessings for
peace, prosperity and hap-
piness. Temples and house-
holds witnessed devotional
activities, with the chanting
of mantras, the lighting of
lamps and the performance
of traditional rituals mark-
ing the auspicious beginning
of the festival.

The festival, dedicated to the
nine forms of Goddess Dur-
ga, holds special significance
for Hindu devotees. The first
day is devoted to Maa Shail-
putri, the first manifesta-
tion of Navdurga. Devotees
performed Ghatasthapana,
or Kalash Sthapana, a tradi-
tional ritual symbolising the
invocation of divine energy
and the commencement of
Navratri worship.

Homes and places of wor-
ship were prepared for the
occasion, with devotees ar-
ranging flowers, incense

other offerings for the god-
dess. Many devotees began
their religious observances
with morning prayers and
took vows to observe fasts
throughout the festival, fol-
lowing their family tradi-
tions and religious customs.
Nine Days of Worship and
Spiritual Renewal

Navratri is celebrated with
deep faith and enthusiasm
across India, although cus-
toms and forms of celebra-
tion vary from region to re-
gion. During the nine days,
devotees worship a different
manifestation of Goddess
Durga each day, reflect-
ing the divine qualities of
strength, courage, wisdom,

compassion and protection.
Religious programmes, de-
votional singing, Durga
Saptashati recitations and
special aartis form an im-
portant part of the celebra-
tions. Many devotees visit
temples daily, while others
organise pujas at home and
participate in community
worship.

The festival also brings a vi-
brant cultural atmosphere,
with traditional Garba and
Dandiya Raas events organ-
ised in several parts of the
country. In eastern India,
Navratri is closely associated
with preparations for Durga
Puja, one of the region’s
most significant religious

and cultural celebrations.

A Festival Celebrating the
Victory of Good over Evil
Beyond its religious rituals,
Navratri carries the endur-
ing message of the victory
of good over evil. Goddess
Durga symbolises the tri-
umph of divine power over
negative forces, while her
nine forms represent dif-
ferent aspects of strength,
devotion and spiritual awak-
ening.

For devotees, the festival is
an opportunity to strength-
en their faith, practise self-
discipline and seek inner
peace. Fasting, prayer and
acts of charity are observed
by many as expressions of
devotion and gratitude.

As the celebrations begin,
devotees are looking for-
ward to nine days of wor-
ship, reflection and festive
gatherings, culminating in
Vijayadashami, also known
as Dussehra, on October 20
this year. The festival is be-
ing observed with the hope
that the blessings of Maa
Durga will bring happiness,
harmony and prosperity to

sticks, fruits, sweets and all.
Power Bank Fire Forces Delhi-Chennai IndiGo
Flight to Land in Hyderabad
Hyderabad: Passengers was detected from a pas-

aboard a Delhi-Chennai
IndiGo flight experienced
a mid-air scare on Sunday
after smoke was detected
from a passenger’s per-
sonal electronic device,
reportedly a power bank,
in the overhead luggage
compartment, forcing the
aircraft to divert to Hy-
derabad.

The flight, 6E6115, landed
safely at Rajiv Gandhi In-
ternational Airport, with
all passengers and crew
members reported safe.

A video purportedly re-

corded inside the aircraft
went viral on social me-
dia, showing passengers
attempting to extinguish
the flames. The cabin
crew intervened promptly

and brought the situation
under control using a fire
extinguisher.

In a statement, IndiGo
confirmed that the flight
was diverted after smoke

senger’s electronic device.
The airline said the pilots
followed established safe-
ty protocols and ensured a
safe landing.

IndiGo subsequently ar-
ranged an alternative
flight for passengers wish-
ing to continue their jour-
ney to Chennai.

The incident once again
highlights the fire risks
associated with lithium-
ion batteries in power
banks and other portable
electronic devices carried
aboard aircraft.
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Rs 11.50 Crore Gold Seized in Eastern India,
Six Arrested
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Kolkata: The Directorate of Revenue Intelllgence (DRI)
has seized around 7.8 kg of foreign-origin gold worth over
Rs 11.50 crore in intelligence-led operations across eastern
India on October 8 and 9, 2026, intensifying its crackdown
on suspected cross-border gold smuggling from Bangla-
desh. Six persons were arrested during the operations, which
exposed the use of road and railway networks to transport
smuggled gold from border areas towards Kolkata.

In one operation, DRI officers intercepted a four-wheeler at
Dankuni Toll Plaza in West Bengal. The vehicle, carrying
four occupants, was travelling from Banpur, near the Bang-
ladesh border, towards Kolkata.

A search led to the recovery of 50 gold bars weighing ap-
proximately 6.8 kg and valued at around Rs 10 crore. Some
of the bars bore foreign markings, indicating their foreign
origin.

PM to Host Asian Games Medallists,
Cricketers on October 15

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled
to meet Indian athletes who competed in the Asian Games,
along with prominent cricketers, on October 15 to recognise
their achievements and contributions to Indian sports.

The gathering is expected to provide an opportunity for the
Prime Minister to congratulate the medallists, acknowledge
their dedication and encourage them to excel in future in-
ternational competitions. The interaction will also highlight
the achievements of Indian sportspersons across team and
individual events, while seeking to inspire emerging ath-
letes and strengthen the country’s sporting ambitions.

Rahul Gandhi Announces March to SC
Over ‘Vote Chori’, SIR on Monday

New Delhi: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has announced a
march to the Supreme Court on Monday, bringing together
opposition parties, civil society representatives and youth
groups to raise concerns over alleged “vote chori” and the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

The protesters plan to submit a memorandum to the Chief
Justice of India, seeking action on their concerns and de-
manding the resignation of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar. In a post on X, Gandhi called for par-
ticipation beyond political affiliations, appealing to people
across genders, castes, communities and states to join the
demonstration.

Two Dead After Carbon Monoxide Exposure at
Vedanta ESL Steel Plant in Bokaro; DC Orders
Probe, Report in 72 Hours

by Apurva

Bokaro: Two people died
following suspected carbon
monoxide exposure at Vedan-
ta ESL Steel Limited’s plant in
Sialjori, under Chandankiyari
block of Bokaro district, on
Sunday morning. According
to sources, the incident oc-
curred at the plant’s Blast Fur-

nace-1, raising concerns over
industrial safety.

The deceased have been
identified as Sohan Mahto of
Hazaribagh and Samir Ansari
of Dhanbad. According to re-
ports, the health of the com-
pany’s shift in-charge and an
engineer employed by a busi-
ness partner deteriorated after
exposure to the gas. Both were
rushed to a hospital, where
doctors declared them dead.
Taking serious note of the
incident, Bokaro Deputy
Commissioner Ajay Nath Jha

constituted an investigation
committee headed by Chas
Sub-Divisional Officer (SDO)
Pranjal Dhanda. The com-
mittee has been directed to
investigate all aspects of the
incident and submit a detailed
report within 72 hours.
Gas leak contained, officials
monitor situation
Following the incident, the
gas leak inside the plant
premises was brought under
control, and the situation was
reported to be stable. SDO
Pranjal Dhanda, the Fac-
[

tory Inspector, the BDO/CO
and other concerned officials
reached the site to monitor
the situation. The district ad-
ministration has appealed to
the public not to panic or pay
heed to rumours, assuring
them that necessary action is
being taken.

Company announces inde-
pendent investigation

An ESL Steel Limited spokes-
person described the incident
as unfortunate and said the
two individuals had been tak-
en to the hospital after an ini-
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tial assessment. The company
expressed deep sorrow over
the loss of both lives, extended
condolences to the bereaved
families and assured them of
all possible support and as-
sistance.

The spokesperson added that
the company would conduct
an independent investigation
and take appropriate steps
based on its findings.

The deaths have brought
workplace safety and safe-
guards against hazardous
gas exposure under renewed
scrutiny. The investigation is
expected to establish the cir-
cumstances surrounding the
incident at Blast Furnace-1
and determine whether any
safety lapses occurred. Fur-
ther action will be taken in
accordance with the rules af-
ter the committee submits its
report.
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Bypoll a victory in defeat for
DMK: Former CM Stalin

CHENNAL (Agency)

DMK president M K Stalin on
Saturday described the Assembly
bypoll results as a “victory in defeat”
for the party and a “defeat in victory”
forthe TVK.

Addressing media persons after
paying floral tributes to the statue and
portrait of ‘Murasoli’ Selvam at the
Murasoli office in Kodambakkam on
the death anniversary of the party
mouthpiece’s editor.Stalin to a
question on the bypoll results said he
had already issued a statement on the
outcome. “If I have to sum up the
election results in one phrase, it is a
victory in defeat for the DMK and a
defeat in victory for the TVK.”
Meanwhile, I Paranthamen, who lost
the Madurantakam bypoll as the
DMK’s candidate, said the votes he
secured in the constituency
demonstrated the strength of the
party’s standalone vote bank, arguing
that it has retained its core support
despite changes in its alliance.
Referring to claims that the DMK’s
electoral victories depended on the
votes contributed by its alliance
partners, he told media persons that
the performance of the party, which
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PM launches Chennai Metro stretch worth
Rs 4,900 crore, takes ride with CM Vijay

The inauquration was

Chennai. (Agency).

part of PM Modi's
Chennai visit, during
which development
projects worth more
than Rs 13,000 crore
are being
inaugurated across
transport, highways,
ports, petroleum and
education. He was
accompanied hy
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Vijay for
many of these
events.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday
inaugurated the 15-km Poonamallee Bypass-
Vadapalani stretch of Chennai Metro Rail Phase
11, built at a cost of around Rs 4,900 crore, and
took a train ride with Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay.Modi and Vijay
flagged off the new Metro services in the
presence of Tamil Nadu Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar. The Prime s
Minister also bought a ticket and briefly
interacted with an employee at the ticket ¥
counter before boarding the train with =
Vijay and other officials.The newly
inaugurated section is part of Corridor 4 of
Phase II and features 11 elevated stations.
The stretch is expected to improve
connectivity between Chennai's western
suburbs and the city centre, while reducing
travel time for daily commuters.
CHENNAI METRO'S NEW STRETCH:
KEY FEATURES
The newly opened section features a 3.7-km
double-decker structure and advanced

signalling systems designed to support
driverless train operations.The 11 stations on the
stretch are Poonamallee Bypass, Poonamallee

between 7 am and 9 pm. The last trains will
depart at 9 pm from both terminals,
Poonamallee Bypass Metro and Vadapalani

Bus Stand, Poonamallee Government Hospital, Metro on Corridor4.
Karayanchavadi, Kumananchavadi, PM MODI OFFERS PRAYERS AT IIT-
Kattupakkam, Iyappanthangal, MADRASTEMPLE

During his visit, Modi also offered prayers at the

Sri Jalakanteswara Swamy temple on the I1T-
Madras campus, accompanied by Vijay and
Governor Arlekar.

. Traditional music was played to welcome the
' Prime Minister. Priests explained the
significance of a Srichakra at a sub-shrine
dedicated to Lord Krishna and Lord Rama,
where Modi offered flowers as part of the
worship.The centuries-old Lord Shiva temple
on the campus was refurbished after the
establishment of the premier educational

institution.
Thelliyaragaram, Porur Bypass, Porur Junction PM'S CHENNAI VISIT, PROJECTS
and Vadapalani. WORTH RS 13,000 CRORE

According to Chennai Metro Rail, passenger
services on the stretch will begin at 4 pm on
Sunday and operate in both directions until 9
pm.From October 12, regular services will run

PM Modi arrived in Chennai around 11 am on
Sunday to lay the foundation stones for several
projects and dedicate others worth more than Rs
13,000 crore.

had secured 29% of the votes polled
in the recently-concluded bypoll as
compared to 30% in the April
election, shows that its own vote bank
accounted for the bulk of the support.

Parliamentary panel indicts
NTA; hope ‘arrogant’ Modi
govt takes it seriously:
Congress

New Delhi. (Agency).

The Congress on Sunday said a
parliamentary standing committee
report has catalogued the "grave
incompetence and malpractice" in the
National Testing Agency (NTA) and the
Ministry of Education, and hoped that
the Modi government "sheds its
arrogance for the limited time it has
remaining”" and takes the report
seriously.The Congress also said the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Education's report, titled "Reforms and
Strengthening of the National Testing

Democracy or Emergency? DK Shivakumar

slams crackdown on CJP protest in Delhi

Karnataka Chief Minister questioned the Centre over the mass detention of CJP protestors in Delhi, calling it an embarrassment for

India. He defended the right to protest and alleged that electoral roll deletions were targeting marginalised communities.

Bengaluru. (Agency)

Sunday criticised the crackdown on the CJP
protest in Delhi and the detention of its
leaders and supporters, questioning
whether democracy prevailed in the
country or it was witnessing an Emergency-
like situation.The detention of more than
7,000 protesters, including CJP leader
Abhijit Dipke, four former chief ministers
and YouTuber Dhruv Rathee, helped
authorities thwart a planned mass
mobilisation at Delhi's Jantar Mantar on
Saturday. The protest was called to demand
the resignation of Chief Election

Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.Jantar across Lutyens' Delhi to prevent protesters
Mantar, a designated protest site, remained from reaching the venue.“Prime Minister
deserted throughout the day as more than Narendra Modi should answer whether there

30,000 security personnel were deployed and was democracy or an Emergency in the
Karnataka Chief Minister DK Shivakumar on multiple layers of barricades were erected country," Shivakumar said, describing the

)

detention of protest leaders, including those
picked up from the airport, as a major
"embarrassment for India.""People have the
right to protest in a democracy and raise their
voice. Nobody can silence them. The
authorities should allow them to meet the
Election Commission and other leaders and
respond to their concerns," he told
reporters. The chief minister said those in
public life must be prepared to face criticism
and accept it when things go wrong. He
alleged that the incident reflected
“cowardice."Asked why the Congress did not
participate in Saturday's CJP-called protest,
Shivakumar said the party would act
independently and had not been consulted.

’

Agency (NTA)", has highlighted that
the Ministry of Education made the

Farmers hail Naidu as AP’s Waterman as 500

"blatantly false" claim to the panel "that
no paper leak" occurred in an exam

TMC of Godavari River water diverted to

conducted by the NTA since its

Krishna Delta in 11 years.

formation in 2017.In a statement,

Pattiseema Project saves Krishna

Congress general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam Ramesh said

VIJAYAWADA. (Agency).

the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Education under the chairmanship
of Rajya Sabha MP Mukul Wasnik
"catalogues the grave incompetence
and malpractice in the NTA and the
Ministry of Education".

Sharing the statement on X, Ramesh
said, “GyaneshGate is dominating the
news now but three months ago it was
NTAgate that had launched the youth
protest movement. Here is our
statement on the NTA based on the
report of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Education that has just
been submitted to the Chairman, Rajya
Sabha.”

water for Rayalaseema: CM Naidu

felicitated the Chief Minister and conveyed up new avenues for meeting the State’s
their special thanks to him.The farmers said irrigation and drinking water requirements.

Farmers and members of irrigation

associations felicitated Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu for initiating the
Pattiseema Lift Irrigation Project ahead of the
completion of the Polavaram project, enabling
the diversion of Godavari floodwaters to the
Krishna basin and creating wealth for the
State. They praised the Chief Minister for
ensuring water security for Andhra Pradesh by
successfully diverting 500 TMC of water to
the Krishna Delta over the past 11 years.The
farmers and irrigation association

Nimmala Ramanaidu, visited the Secretariat,

Punjab CM Mann slams Delhi Police of having 'Taliban-

like' attitude and viola

ting Gurudwara sancity

The Delhi Police said the video was circulated with "malicious intent" on social media and

added that it would

initiate legal action.

CHANDIGARH (Agency).

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
condemned the alleged entry of Delhi
Police personnel into Gurdwara Bangla
Sahib in the national capital yesterday
accusing them of having a "Taliban-like
attitude" and violating the sanctity of the
shrine.

Drawing parallels between the alleged
incident of Delhi Police yesterday
entering with the Bangla Sahib Gurdwara
wearing shoes and dragged the protesters
out and the storming the Golden Temple
during the Operation Blue Star.The Aam
Aadmi Party has asked Akal Takht
(Highest temporal body of Sikhs) Jathedar
Giani Kuldip Singh Gargaj to take up the
matter of alleged disrespect shown by the
Delhi Police personnel towards Sikh
religious practices with the Union
Government, as it amounted to the
desecration of the gurdwara.In a post on X,
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
wrote, "I strongly condemn in the harshest

e @& @ - | &

terms the BJP's police forcibly entering
Gurdwara Sri Bangla Sahib in Delhi
yesterday. History bears witness that the
Guru's abode always keeps its doors open
to provide shelter to the needy. If the youth
of this country protesting yesterday had

)7,

entered there, the principle of the Guru's
house is that the sevadars would grant
them shelter.”

"The BJP's Delhi police, with their
Taliban-like attitude, entered Gurdwara
Sahib bareheaded and wearing boots on
their feet, and the dignity .

— = = —
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New Delhi. (Agency).

programme, telling a top
American commander
that US personnel don't
even let Indian officials
near the stealth jet.The
IAF chief's remarks
came while sharing the
stage with General
Kevin Schneider,
Commander of US
Pacific Air Forces, at a
press conference on the
sidelines of the
concluding ceremony of

Indian Air Force Chief Air Chief
Marshal AP Singh has taken a
swipe at the United States' F-35

They described Chandrababu Naidu as a
provider of water security to the State and
hailed him as the ‘Waterman of Andhra
Pradesh.Chief Minister Naidu said the idea
behind the Pattiseema project had not only
addressed the hardships faced by farmers in the
region but also helped create wealth. He
explained that diverting Godavari floodwaters
to the Krishna Delta had met irrigation
requirements while enabling the State to
conserve Krishna water in the Srisailam

that diverting Godavari floodwaters to the reservoir and divert it to Rayalaseema. The
representatives, accompanied by Minister Krishna Basin and thereby conserving Krishna availability of water through Pattiseema

river water for use in Rayalaseema had opened ~enabled farmers in the Krishna Delta.

let us go near the aircraft, and you jets were in India for their first-ever
are talking about selling it to us," participation in Exercise Tarang

Air Chief Marshal Singh told Shakti.

reporters when asked if the US had ~ Air Chief Marshal Singh then said
made any official offer to sell F-35 that his remark was a joke and
should not be taken

"seriously".

I TR S
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He said that this was how
countries protect sensitive
military technologies,
noting that there were
'~ things even India did not
- share with the US.

""Not My Decision': US
Commander

General Schneider said
decisions on sharing F-35
information were not his to
. . ) . make."There
the multinational air exercise [ifth-generation fighter jets to prooramme-level security
Tarang Shakti-2026 in Jodhpur on 1ndia.

. C classification guides that
Saturday."Your people don't even SiX US F-35 Lightning IT fighter getermine what we are able.

Dipke leaves Delhi for
grandmother's funeral; cops

deny sitting on news of death
New Delhi(Agency).

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) convenor
Abhijeet Dipke left for his home in
Maharashtra on Sunday after being
released from detention in Delhi,
following his grandmother’s death. While
his family alleged that police ignored pleas
to let him attend the funeral, Delhi Police
maintained that it had informed him of the
death and offered to facilitate his travel.

"l am going home now to be with my
family, as my grandmother has passed
away,” Dipke told reporters on Sunday
afternoon, hours before the CJP addressed
a press conference to announce its future
course of action.

Dipke's family had alleged that Delhi
Police did not release him despite repeated
pleas to allow him to attend his
grandmother's funeral.

The CJP leader's paternal grandmother,
Savitribai Shankarrao Dipke, 85, died in
Maharashtra's Hingoli district on Saturday
after a prolonged illness. Her last rites
were held on Sunday morning.

Dipke's uncle, Vilas Dipke, claimed that
the family repeatedly requested the police
to release him in time for the funeral but
their pleas went unanswered.

However, Delhi Police maintained that
Dipke was promptly informed about his
grandmother's death and the funeral
timings. The police also said they offered
all possible assistance to facilitate his
travel to his hometown on humanitarian
grounds, but he declined the offer.

Later in the day, during the press
conference, CJP leader Ashutosh Ranka
alleged that Delhi Police informed Dipke
of his grandmother’s death in an
“inhumane manner”, with a microphone
and camera present, and claimed that
Dipke repeatedly asked the police to let
him call his cousin, as his parents are heart
patients, but was not allowed to do so.

US Gommander By His Side, Air Force Chief
3ays “They Don't Let Us Near” F-35 Jets

Six US F-35
Lightning li

fighter jets
were in India for

their first-ever
participation in

Exercise Tarang
Shakti.
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Riddles automatons
in the court

Proponents of artificial intelligence have long
championed its use in litigation as a means to
achieve frictionless access to justice and
consistency in outcomes. They see the deployment
of large language models (LLMs) in courts as a
natural culmination of our century-long effort to
make the judge more than just the mouth that
pronounces the word of the law—but a cog in a
system that should, at least collectively, travel past
the idiosyncrasies of individual men.

Despite the concerted efforts of the administrative
State to systematise, they say, a judgement today is
as impelled by an individual judge’s pathologies as
it is by law. This turn towards systematisation,
which had taken root in the late 19th century with
our engagement with law as a coherent body of
principles uncovered through systematic analysis
of case law and legislation, would only be
strengthened by the use of AL.They claim that the
impending shift towards broader adoption of Al
would finally create a system that is resistant to our
many pitfalls. An LLM does not tire by the day’s
end, nor does it carry the irritation of a previous
matter into the present, or bring arguments from
home into the court. It does not discriminate
between lawyers based on their standing, nor can it
be a lawyer’s champion on the Bench.Whatever
may be held against it, AI, when trained properly,
the thinking goes, it may help reduce overt
arbitrariness, if not totally eliminate it from
adjudication. However, their central claim is not
that Al would ever be a better judge than humans.
Rather, the argument reveals the continued push for
creating the type of judge that we always wanted
and never managed to produce: general, indifferent
and blind to the person standing before it. While
there may be some truth to this, the behaviour of
these automatons is still wildly unpredictable: their
functioning is learned rather than specified,
meaning the manufacturer lacks the control to
monitor their inference—the phase where a trained
Al model processes our prompts through its neural
network to calculate and generate an output—and
the operator lacks control over their actions.

They have no compass to navigate life, even if they
were ever to make sense of it. And unlike us, whose
ethical judgement arises from reasoning, social
conditioning and empathy, Al is a product of pure
logic dictated by statistics. Which brings us to the
question of integrating Al into litigation and high-
stakes decision-making.

Let us take one of the oldest and most-used devices
in ethics and moral science: the trolley problem,
which has become a subject in its own right. A
runaway trolley will kill five people, but you have
the option to divert it so that it kills one.
Generations of students have been asked whether
they would pull the lever to divert the trolley, or
they would push a heavy man onto the tracks to
stop it, or they would jump off to save themselves
the trouble. We have heard hundreds of answers to
this question, and each one is produced by the same
sharp, resistant intuition the thought experiment
was designed to manufacture.

What if the trolley were to be an autonomous car?
Every assumption immediately goes for a toss. The
machine does not decide alone. It has been
hardwired through training and datasets. The
company had chosen certain traits to dominate
others. Its engineers and the company’s supplier
ecosystem would have pushed to bring the machine
into the market. As such, when a car is set to make
the decision, it is not facing the choice that humans
clamber with—the decision was already made
years back and only the consequences are in the
here-and-now. In many ways, such decisions are
not responses to the live moral conundrum but
results of distribution. They are rules—and, in the
case of LLMs, ones whose basis we cannot trace.

As several states contend with anomalies thrown up by

A new US-China order takes shape

Beijing is likely to press ahead with its aim of hollowing out the Indo-Pacific strategic construct

ONE should assess the outcome of the recent summit
meeting between US President Donald Trump and
Chinese President Xi Jinping in Washington DC as the
midpoint in a year-long continuum. It commenced with
their meeting in Busan on October 30, 2025, and will
conclude with their talks on the margins of the US-hosted
G20 summit in Miami in mid-December. Another
meeting has been proposed during the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation conference in Shenzhen (China)
in mid-November.The Busan summit was a truce
with a finite validity. It set the stage for the May
2026 Beijing summit, which announced, for the
first time, ‘“a constructive relationship of
strategic stability”. Busan paved the way for a
more bounded phase of US-China geopolitical
rivalry. The phrase “strategic stability” harks
back to an earlier, though short-lived,
commitment to reciprocal “strategic
reassurance” in 2009 in the initial phase of the
Barack Obama administration. China had then
declared its red lines — Tibet, Xinjiang and
Taiwan — and, for the first time, extended its
“core interests” to include the South China
Sea.This was also the origin of the short-lived
“G2” narrative, projecting the US and China as
joint stakeholders in upholding the international
order. The US appeared to have acknowledged
Chinese interests in the South China Sea, but
later announced its “pivot to Asia”. This evolved
into the Indo-Pacific strategy with India as a key
component. We now see signs of the reduced
salience of the Indo-Pacific in US strategy under
Trump 2.0. The Indo-Pacific Command has
reverted to its previous name, the Pacific
Command.

The Quad grouping of India, Australia, Japan and the US
has been downgraded. Japan and South Korea, which are
critical US allies in the region, face uncertainty and lack
of credibility in US treaty assurances. Taiwan has an even
more uncertain future because it is becoming
increasingly likely that the US will not intervene in its
defence in case of a Chinese military invasion.There is a
revival of the erstwhile G2 framing today, but in terms
which carry greater traction than in 2009. The
forthcoming summits in Shenzhen and Miami might
indicate whether this time round, the geopolitical shift
presaged in 2009 has become definitive.l do not see the
Washington summit as mostly pomp and ceremony with
meagre substantive outcomes. There were ominous
political developments during the visit which have
further decreased the significance of the Indo-Pacific in

the US strategic calculus. The most important relates
specifically to Japan but will reverberate across the
region, including India.At the welcome ceremony for Xi
on September 24, Trump said that the two countries’
common interests had “even made us allies in World War
II. Look at the greatness that we had together fighting in
World War I1.” Trump repeated this creative version of
history at the banquet for Xi when he invoked the Flying
Tigers or the American volunteer pilots who flew vital

7

supplies in aid of the forces of the Republic of China
(ROC) under President Chiang Kai-shek during the
war.The ally Trump spoke about were the forces under
ROC and not under the Chinese Communist Party. ROC
forces were battling the Japanese aggressors on one side
and the Communist forces on the other. What China has
been doing in recent years is to project a fictional
historical continuity between the ROC and the People’s
Republic of China (PRC).It was on November 25, 2025,
that Xi used this narrative in a phone conversation with
Trump. He is reported to have said: “China and the US
once fought side by side against fascism and militarism,
and should now work together to safeguard the outcome
of World War I1.” He further argued that Taiwan’s return
to China was a key part of the post-war order.That Trump
has acquiesced in this carefully calculated Chinese
framing is politically significant and has implications for
the Indo-Pacific.

Different paces for voter restoration across states

China has succeeded in shifting the fundamental narrative of
US-China relations from the post-Nixon transformation in
1972 to the post-World War II order of 1945. Their
partnership derives from the shared custodianship of the
post-1945 order, in which Japan’s status is that of a
defeated nation. The acute discomfort of one of the
staunchest US allies is palpable.

In his remarks at the welcome banquet, Xi made this
narrative explicit: “Chinese and American people stood
shoulder to shoulder in a fight against
Japanese militaristic aggression.” He added,
“Such a friendship, forged in blood and fire,
will surely live on through
generations.”Some analysts have dismissed
the US acquiescence to this framing as
rhetorical, designed to extract trade and
other concessions from China. On the
contrary, these semantic shifts portend a
more consequential strategic shift in the US-
China equation. A “co-victors” framing is
the scaffolding for a possible grand bargain,
but on Chinese terms. This is a bargain
which puts Japan in the category of a
historical adversary and the restitution of
Taiwan as the unfinished agenda of the post-
World War II arrangements among the
victors.

One should expect China to press ahead with
its aim of hollowing out the Indo-Pacific
strategic construct, put Japan on the
defensive and corrode the opposition to
unification with the mainland in Taiwan by
highlighting the lack of credibility of US
security assurances to the island.The US

Fact Sheet on the Washington summit has tried to recover

some of the ground lost to China by using this formulation:

“Since World War 11, the US forward military presence has

preserved a free and open Indo-Pacific.”This may be a

belated rearguard action by some elements within the

American administration. If the trend line is confirmed

and carried forward in Shenzhen and Miami, then

countries like India, Japan, South Korea, Indonesia and

Australia further afield may need to acknowledge the

altered geopolitical landscape and explore ways in which

they can best safeguard their interests together. This will
require a mix of engagement and constrainment in dealing
with a more confident and assertive China. It will also
involve leveraging the still formidable US power in the
region, wherever and whenever possible. Navigating this
complex landscape will test India’s diplomatic skills like

never before.

In a way, the Karnataka voter is in a better position than those in many other states as no voter has been deleted yet from the roll

special intensive revisions and courts hear related
cases, the Karnataka government has taken the
Election Commission head-on. Last week, Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar led a sit-in at Chief
Electoral Officer V Anbukkumar’s office,
demanding action against officers and political
operatives filing Form 7 in bulk to seek removal of a
large number of members of the Scheduled Castes,
Tribes and Other Backward Classes who form the
Congress’s electoral base. There are allegations that a
BJP BLA in Ballari sought to have 7,561 voters
removed from the rolls, with similar cases reported in
other parts of the state. The CEO later ordered district
election officers to initiate legal action against false
declarations. The police registered FIRs against BJP
workers over-filing removal applications, setting oft
a political row.In a way, the Karnataka voter is in a better
position than those in many other states as no voter has
been deleted yet from the roll, with the CEO confirming
that officers will conduct hearings before deciding on
Form 7 applications. In all, over 43 lakh notices were

issued and 91,278 applications received until October
4.Ever since it began, the SIR process has been fraught
with fear and suspicion, with voters categorised under
‘logical discrepancies’, ‘no mapping’ and ‘anomalies’.
Over the past week, some of these issues were sorted
under pressure from street protesters, court hearings and

opposition parties upping the ante.In Delhi, where
about a third of the electorate was removed, the
pace of restoring legitimate claimants has picked
up pace with special camps being organised. In
contrast, West Bengal’s 27 lakh deleted voters
remained disenfranchised. Tribunal judges hearing
their pleas reported glitches with the Election
Commission’s portal, which did not allow them to
issue notices or upload documents. These voters are
unlikely to benefit from the Supreme Court’s order
for ‘mopping up left-out voters’. In a happy
departure, Keralam managed a largely non-
controversial SIR despite a substantial migrant
population. Telangana is considering a move
similar to Karnataka’s to address its own citizens’
grievances.
Hearing the case of a ‘left-out’ family, the Bombay
High Court’s Goa bench came down heavily on the EC for
excluding eligible voters and questioned the very purpose
ofthe SIR exercise. If indeed the SIR proves to be more of
political exercise than a genuine voter count, then every
state’s rolls will deserve a thorough review.

Getting on a cycle to ride over bumps on the way

«The central bank has cracked the whip to mop up excess liquidity and tame price pressures. Though
lending rates are likely to jump quickly, deposit rates may be sluggish to respond

The credit policy has four main points of interest. The first
is the repo rate, as it sets the tone for what banks can do on
the deposit and lending rates that affect both savers and
borrowers. The second is the stance—which can be
neutral or accommodative, or indicate a withdrawal of
accommodation. It is a nebulous concept that is of interest
more to a market player. One is not sure if it means that in
future rates can go up or down. It does not refer to
liquidity, as central banks always ensure that there is
adequate liquidity. The third and fourth points of interest
are the forecasts of GDP and inflation rate. In these
uncertain times, these are even more important than usual
as they provide important signals. Normally, forecasts
would hold good for at least six months. But with the
external environment being quite volatile, views can
change every two months. Therefore, these forecasts
acquire more importance. Even a 10-basis-point change
in forecast in these two variables can signal whether the
growth potential or inflation perspective has changed.

Against this background, the RBI’s Monetary Policy
Committee has opted for an increase in the repo rate by 25
bps. The decision has been quite unanimous, which is not
surprising as in the past, too, there has been a tendency for
all six members of committee to form a group-think.
Rarely has there been dissent, with just a few instances of
only one member holding an opposite view. Further, the
stance has changed to calibrated tightening. This is a new
concept brought in, and one can guess that there will be
more rate hikes in the coming months. It has been
explicitly stated that rate cuts are off the table and there
will be hikes or status quo in future. This is significant
from the point of view of markets, which were still
uncertain of the timing of the rate hikes. There will be

conjectures, however, on how many more rate hikes
would be in the offing.What can one make of these
decisions? First, this is the beginning of a series of rate
hikes—possibly another two by March 2027. Going by an
inflation forecast of 5.2 percent for the year, the terminal
repo rate in this cycle should be at least 6 percent, which
will yield a real rate of 1 percent, which should be

acceptable. There are, however, varying estimates of

what this ideal real rate should be, ranging from 1.5
percent to 2 percent. The impact of this rate hike will get
transmitted automatically to the lending rates as nearly
two-thirds of loans are linked to the external benchmark,
which is the repo rate or Treasury bill and the
government security rate. It would need to be seen
whether some banks choose to give concessions to
enhance market share, especially for personal loans that
tend to increase during the festival season. However, on
the deposits side it would be interesting to see how banks
react. There has been a deluge of dollars due to the
foreign currency scheme for non-residents which has
been converted into rupees by banks. This has lowered
the banks’ dependence on bulk deposits; and access to
the certificates of deposits market has come down. In
such a situation, there could be fewer compelling reasons
for banks to increase deposit rates which, in turn, will
mean that transmission of the repo rate hike can get
sluggish at this end. It will be banks which have fewer
surplus that will tend to raise deposit rates at the retail end.
Therefore, the transmission part would have to be
observed, and it looks like there will be time-lags
involved given the current situation of surplus liquidity in
the system.

The GDP forecast has gone up from 6.7 percent to 7.1

percent while inflation assessment for the future is up
from 5 percent to 5.2 percent. The upping of the GDP
forecast is something that was expected as the quarterly
growth number came in at 7.8 percent for the first quarter
(April-June 2026), which was much higher than
expectations. It is expected that Q2 will also register

similar growth as the base year change has led to
substantial declines in GDP numbers for Q1 and Q2 of
2025-26, which will prop up the number for this year. But
beyond the first half of the current year, there will be a
slowdown as the monsoon failure will have an impact on
both agricultural production as well as rural consumption,
which will be watched closely as the kharif crop is
harvested October onwards. The change in the RBI’s
forecast for GDP growth is aligned now with what most
global agencies did in the last month or so, given the
rather impressive performance of the real economy. The

forecast for inflation is rather interesting. It has been put at
an average of 5.2 percent for the year; but that for the next
few quarters is significant. The forecast for Q3 is now at 6
percent, which will moderate marginally to 5.7 percent in
Q4. Further, for Q1 of the next year, inflation is to increase
to 5.6 percent. Hence, after Q2, which has gone past,
inflation will average 5.8 percent for the next three
quarters.For the year, the RBI has projected core
inflation—which is the non-food and non-fuel
calculation—at 4.4 percent. These numbers
probably factor in the higher food prices that will
evolve as the kharif crop gets affected by the sub-
normal monsoon. There can be an upside here in
case the oil marketing companies decide to increase
fuel prices—which have been held back after the
first hike a few months back.

On liquidity, the RBI has not announced any
specific measures. The surplus in the system today
is over ?5 lakh crore and there were expectations of
the central bank announcing open market
operations—where the RBI sells securities to banks.
It is clearly adopting a wait-and-watch approach on
this, and has only maintained it will work towards
aligning overnight call rates with the repo rate. This
means that there will be close monitoring of liquidity with
variable-rate reverse repo operations to absorb surpluses.
The surpluses could also reduce in case credit growth
picks up further. The RBI policy, always something to
look forward to for a succinct overview of the economy,
comes just after the Union finance ministry released its
own view. The sense one gets is that the economy is doing
well and the main risk factor is rising inflation, which the
monetary policy is seeking to address.
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Vinicius apologises after
red card vs Villarreal:

Could Real Madrid star

miss El Clasico?
New Delhi. (Agency)

Sports

RANCHI | 12 October 2026 ;

A teddy lover, foodie and milkman: India's
new-gen wrestlers heyond the medals

. you write about athletes whose stories have comparisons with Vinesh Phogat followed

Vinicius Junior has apologised to his
teammates and Real Madrid fans after a
straight red card overshadowed their 1-0
LaLiga win over Villarreal on Saturday. The
Brazilian's dismissal has intensified scrutiny
of his difficult start to the season and left him
facing a nervous wait over whether he could
miss El Clasico against Barcelona on
October 25.Vinicius came off the bench in
the 52nd minute and thought he had doubled
Madrid's lead after Yan Diomande's opener.
However, VAR spotted him pulling Nathan
Saliba's hair during the build-up, leading
referee Isidro Diaz de Mera to disallow the
goal and show him a straight red card.He

later shared a fan account's montage of

challenges against him, accompanied by a
complaint about being repeatedly booked.
The apology, therefore, did not end the
controversy surrounding his reaction.
WHAT IS GOING WRONG WITH
VINICIUS?

The dismissal came amid a dip in form that
has extended beyond Madrid. Vinicius was
left out of Jose Mourinho's starting XI
against Villarreal for the first time this
season, having been substituted increasingly
early in recent matches. He had managed
only one goal in nine appearances across
competitions.His struggles were also evident
during Brazil's recent friendlies against
Australia and India. Vinicius scored from the
penalty spot in Brazil's 4-2 win over

Australia, but had acknowledged his lack of

goals for the national team.“I played several
matches without scoring any goal with the

national team, and I felt the importance of

returning to scoring,” he said after that win.
Against India in Kolkata, Brazil won 4-0, but
Vinicius struggled to make a decisive impact.
India's high defensive line repeatedly caught
him offside, limiting the space he needs to
use his pace and take on defenders. His
quality is unquestionable, but the recent
performances suggest he is short of the
rhythm and confidence that make him such a
dangerous attacker.

COULD HE MISS EL CLASICO?
Spanish football regulations classify hair-
pulling as violent conduct, which can carry a
suspension of one to three matches when no
injury is caused. Vinicius is therefore at risk
of missing the October 25 clash at Camp
Nou, although the final punishment will
depend on the disciplinary committee's
ruling.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi is like
me, says Virender Sehwag on
fearless batting approach

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India opener Virender Sehwag sees
a reflection of his own batting philosophy
in Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, with the 15-year-
old making headlines for his aggressive
approach. Sehwag believes the youngster's
ability to attack from the first ball could
serve him well as he looks to establish
himself in the Indian team.Speaking at the
PHD Chamber of Commerce and
Industry's annual session on Saturday,
Sehwag compared Sooryavanshi's mindset
to his own and stressed that performance,
rather than age, should determine a player's
place in top-flight cricket.“Sooryavanshi is
in his prime, and his thinking is somewhat
similar to mine, that of hitting right from
the first ball. Now, it is about when he gets
the opportunity and how many matches he
plays for India,” Sehwag said.“Look, if you
are playing in an age-category, it makes
sense. If it’s Under-19, your age should be
under 19. But once you play the IPL or play
for India, age doesn’t matter. A 38-or 40-
year-old (Virat) Kohli is playing, and a 15-
year-old (Vaibhav) Sooryavanshi is also
playing. Then, performance matters,” he
added.Sehwag finished his international
career with 17,253 runs across formats and
was known for taking the attack to bowlers
from the outset. Sooryavanshi has shown a
similar willingness to go after the bowling,
but opportunities in India's senior side have
been limited as the team management
continues to assess the teenager's
development.

WILL SOORYAVANSHI PLAY IND VS
WI3RD T201?

Sooryavanshi has missed India's first two
T20Is against the West Indies, with the
team retaining Sanju Samson and Abhishek
Sharma as its opening pair. India won the
first match by eight wickets and kept the
same XI for the second, leaving the
youngster waiting for his chance.

< & T

India's wrestling contingent returned
with six medals from the 2026 Asian
(Games, its best haul since 1962. Antim
Panghal, Nitesh Siwach, Sujeet Kalkal
and Aman Sehrawat lead the new
generation, with the 2028 Los Angeles

(Olympics firmly in their sights.
.
New Delhi. (Agency)

As I made my way to the launch of the sixth
season of the Pro Wrestling League on
Friday, October 9, finding a story was going
to be a challenge. As journalists, we are
always searching for that one angle, the
thread that brings a story together. But with
India's Asian Games wrestling contingent
also being felicitated at the venue, one
question kept coming back to me: what do

New Zealand

mark 100 years of sporting ties with India

New Delhi. (Agency)

New Zealand have unveiled a special ODI
jersey featuring Indian and Maori artwork
to celebrate 100 years of sporting ties with
India. The Black Caps will wear
the limited-edition shirt during the
five-match ODI series against
India, starting November 4.The
jersey, named 'Kotahitanga',
features lotus flowers, mandala art
and traditional Maori patterns,
bringing together elements of both
cultures. New Zealand Cricket
(NZC) said the shirt was designed
to recognise the long-standing
sporting relationship between the
two countries. Three artists, Ben
Thomason, Shiv Narandas and Jai Pancha,
worked on the design, each bringing
different cultural influences to the jersey.
Narandas and Pancha chose three Indian
motifs for the shirt. These include the lotus,

Hockey India turmoil: Gold medals mask a growing administrative crisis

New Delhi. (Agency)

With processes and systems in seeming
disarray, administrators at loggerheads,
and even the sports ministry trying to
unravel the imbroglio, the primary reason
why Hockey India exists remains

unchanged: the players continue to do |

what they are paid and trained to do - play,

win, and bring back silverware It is hardly §

the ideal environment for high-
performance sport. Yet, across age groups,
the senior men’s and women’s teams have
delivered while standing in the eye of a
storm. They return to a federation led by an
indifferent President who largely is absent
from tournament sidings and missing from
the airport tarmac when teams return with
Asian Games gold.In his place stands a
Secretary General operating under a dense
cloud of criticism. Accused of securing a
fourth consecutive term as Jharkhand
Hockey chief in violation of constitutional

her. Nitesh, meanwhile, became a central
figure in India's historic Greco-Roman
wrestling campaign. His journey as a
milkman's son added another dimension to

already been told so many times? The Asian
Games had been a moment of celebration
for Indian wrestling. The contingent
returned with six medals, including two
gold, two silver and two bronze, to
deliver India's best performance at ¥
the Games since Jakarta in 1962.
Much of the attention was on Aman
Sehrawat, Antim Panghal, Sujeet
Kalkal and Nitesh Siwach. Each had
a story of resilience, setbacks and
comebacks. But with their medal-
winning exploits already making
headlines, I found myself returning
to the same question: what was left to
discover about these wrestlers?
Aman's gold medal offered
redemption after the disappointment

of his disqualification from the 2025 World
Wrestling Championships. Sujeet's
remarkable comeback in the final was the
sort of performance that lends itself to
sporting folklore. Antim continued to make

his achievement. Nitesh became the first
Indian since 1962 to reach a Greco-Roman
wrestling final at the Asian Games.Their
stories had already been told, their triumphs
celebrated. I needed to look beyond the

familiar narratives to understand what these

her mark in the 53kg category, even as

unveil special ODI jersey to

India's national flower, an ogee pattern NEW ZEALAND CRICKET PRAISES
commonly seen in Indian architecture, and JERSEY DESIGN

the mandala, whose symmetrical structure NZC Chief Marketing and Commercial
complements traditional Maori Officer Glenn Critchley praised the artists
designs.Thomason added kowhaiwhai, a forbringing the two cultures together in the
design."We're absolutely wrapped with
the design. The artists have created a
beautiful balance between a distinct
Maori design and a distinct Indian design
that speaks to the bond between our
nations," Critchley said.  "Sport

New Delhi.

wrestlers wanted the world to know about
them now. What else could be written or said
about these athletes?At the event, journalists
seemed to be asking the same questions.
How did it feel? What was your diet? How
did you celebrate? What did your parents
say? What are your expectations for the
LA Olympics?The questions were
familiar, and so were the answers. The
repeated rounds of interviews began to
feel like another bout, one that was
slowly draining the wrestlers.A tired and
worn-out Antim joked that, after
attending multiple events and facing
journalists, the gruelling routine of
~ training seemed like the better
option."When I came back from Japan,
my coach said, 'you have one week of
rest. You have to train a little less and go
out and enjoy yourself. Travel wherever you
want to go and attend events and things like
that." So I thought, yes, okay, that's good.
Now I will go out and travel a little. But now
I feel like I should have continued training.
Training is even better.

Arunachal Pradesh forfeit
Ranji Trophy opener after
state cricket body crisis

A L=

(Agency)

underpins the unity between New
Zealand and India and we hope this shirt
will be a collector's item treasured by
New Zealand and Indian cricket fans for
years to come."

For Narandas, whose family comes from
. . India, working on the jersey was
form of traditional Maori scrollwork, particularly special."This shirt feels like a
al_ong with haehae lines. The art\york Pays journey of our life here. I hope that
tribute to those who have contributed to everyone can feel the energy that's been put
sporting ties between New Zealand and i this project and they can wear the shirt
India over the years. with pride," he said.

caps and facing allegations of high-
handedness from a former national
women’s captain, he remains the visible
face of the executive board at venues,
handing out congratulations.

At the Delhi airport, it was two-time World
T

Bengaluru, RP was there again, greeting
the women’s team after their historic
podium finish, their first Asian Games gold
in 44 years. Highlighting the milestone, he
added, “The girls have performed
exceptionally well, and what impressed us
most was how they handled pressure and
delivered as a team. Their achievement,
India’s first Asian Games women’s hockey
gold since 1982, also secured direct
qualification for the Los Angeles
Olympics.”

A PRESIDENT DISTANT FROM THE
PITCH

Inside the federation, President Dilip
Tirkey, the legendary 2004 Olympic
captain brought in to symbolize player-led
governance, spends his time lobbying
central ministers, government officials,
and corporate sponsors to protect his
position and salvage a struggling Hockey
India League (HIL).Nothing wrong with
that, most would argue.

Cupper and selection committee chairman
RP Singh who waited inside the terminal
building to receive the men’s squad after
their gold-medal run.“For the first time, we
won back-to-back Asian Games gold, and
the players deserved a grand welcome,” RP
said matter-of-factly. A day earlier in

Arunachal Pradesh have forfeited their Ranji
Trophy Plate Group opener against
Nagaland, which was scheduled to begin on
Sunday
administrative crisis in the state cricket
association stemming from a dispute
between two warring factions and a case
pending before the Itanagar bench of the
Gauhati High Court.

The forfeiture comes after Arunachal
Pradesh failed to field their Under-19 team
for a Vinoo Mankad Trophy match against
Sikkim in Bhubaneswar on Thursday, with
the ongoing dispute leaving the association
without a functioning authority to take
decisions on team selection.The association
held its elections in September, with Nabam
Vivek elected as president. However,
multiple district associations subsequently
approached the Gauhati High Court, alleging
irregularities in the polls.The High Court has
reserved its order in the matter, preventing
the BCCI from intervening and constituting
an independent selection panel, as it did in the
case of Bihar.”

There is a stay order from the court and the
BCCI cannot step in. There is no one running
the state body. Until the court gives the
clearance, we cannot do anything," BCCI
secretary Devajit Saikia had told
PTI.Arunachal Pradesh had finished at the
bottom of the Plate Group standings last
season,
matches.Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram and
Sikkim are the other teams in the Plate Group
alongside Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh.

in Ahmedabad, amid an

losing all five of their

When paper planes stopped foothall: Rayo
Vallecano vs Athletic abandoned after protests

«Rayo Vallecano's home match against
Athletic Bilbao was abandoned after
supporters twice threw paper planes and
rubber balls on to the pitch. The protest,
aimed at president Raul Martin Presa,
sharpened attention on the club's stadium
and management troubles.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Rayo Vallecano’s first home game of the
LaLiga season ended in chaos on Saturday
after supporters threw paper planes and
rubber balls on to the pitch during their
match against Athletic Bilbao. The referee
abandoned the contest after fans resumed
the protest following a 15-minute
suspension, with the score still 0-0.The
disruption began around the 13th minute,
when supporters chanted for club president
Raul Martin Presa to leave and threw objects

i _ -

on to the pitch. Play was halted while staff and training ground, while reports of
inadequate cleaning and a lack of hot water

cleared the debris and the stadium

P _

announcer appealed for calm. However, the
protest resumed after the restart, leaving the
referee with little choice but to call off the
match.The incident came amid _
mounting frustration over the
club’s management and
facilities. Rayo’s Estadio de
Vallecas had been temporarily
closed following an audit that
raised health and safety
concerns, including a potential
risk of Legionnaires’ disease.
Supporters have increasingly &=
blamed Presa for the club’s
problems, turning Saturday’s
match into another flashpoint
in their strained relationship.
WHY DID RAYO FANS
PROTEST?

The stadium closure has intensified
longstanding complaints about the
condition of Rayo’s facilities. Players have
previously raised concerns about the pitch
|

e ——

have added to the criticism. Fans have also
faced long queues at the ticket office, with
Rayo reportedly the only club in Spain’s top

flight without a ticketing website. The unrest
has also affected the club’s matchday
arrangements. Rayo were forced to move
their first three home fixtures to Leganes,
disrupting their return to their own stadium.

— —— T — —-

|

S

I S

Presa, meanwhile, has accused regional
authorities of targeting the club, even as
supporters continue to demand
improvements in how it is run.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

Athletic Bilbao said it would
contact supporters who travelled to
the match to arrange refunds
a following the abandonment. The
| immediate focus will be on the
consequences of the disruption and
whether the fixture can be
rescheduled, while the incident is
likely to intensify scrutiny of Rayo’s
ongoing problems.The controversy
comes after a landmark season for
Rayo, who reached the UEFA
Conference League final before
losing 1-0 to Crystal Palace. Their
domestic campaign has been less
convincing, with the Madrid side sitting
13th in LaLiga after recording two wins in
their first seven matches. Saturday’s scenes
have now added another difficult chapter to
an increasingly turbulent season.
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Team Claims Legal Action Against Al
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Company, Seeks ¥7,000 Crore Damages

ctress Urvashi Rautela’s team has claimed

that it is pursuing legal action against a

Los Angeles-based artificial intelligence
company over the alleged unauthorized use of
her name, images, and videos.
According to a statement issued by the actress’
team, the company allegedly used Urvashi’s
identity and content without obtaining
permission. The team said it is
pursuing appropriate legal remedies,
with damages currently being
assessed at Rs 7,000 crore. The team
also stressed that any commercial
use of the actress’ name, image or
likeness should be carried out only
with proper authorization.
n an exclusive quote shared with
IANS, Urvashi’s team said, “Their
business has allegedly generated
billions of dollars in value by using
Urvashi’s name, images and videos
without authorization. We are
pursuing appropriate legal remedies,
including damages currently being assessed at
P7,000 crore against the Los Angeles-based
company. Build your Al (artificial intelligence)
company. Build your brand. But keep Urvashi’s
name out of your business unless you have
permission. Team Urvashi Rautela.”
Taking to Instagram, they also shared a note that
read, “We are pursuing appropriate legal
remedies, including damages currently being
assessed at P7,000 crore against the Los

Angeles-based company. Their business has
allegedly generated billions of dollars in value
by using Urvashi’s name, images & videos
without authorization."

Recently, actor Salman Khan also raised concerns
over the misuse of artificial intelligence during
an episode of ‘Bigg Boss 20. The actor spoke
about the growing use of Al and the concerns

surrounding the unauthorized use of people’s |

images and identities through the technology.
The ‘Sultan’ actor said, “Someone made an Al
video, or did Al voice dubbing; that is wrong. Al
has progressed so much that it’s very scary. It’s a
very serious thing. You said something, and
someone used Al to edit it and kisi ko gali bakdi.

You know what they’re doing? Al videos bana |-

rahe hain yeh. Bahut saare logon ke. And even |
am there inthe Al video."

D

picture,
Raise boys who won’t cause harm."

In the caption of her post, Dia talked about how she teaches her son to
respect everyone around and wrote, “Every single day, I
teach my son the value of care, respect, empathy and kindness

towards all. That means helping him understand how to respond to

comfortable “yes." That
no one owes him their
attention, affection or
intimacy, and that rejection

something to be
challenged, negotiated
or taken personally. This is something every parent raising a son
must strive for today. Only then can we build a world that is safer,

Track
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Dia

Mirza

Strong Note Amid Jamui,

_Delhi Sexual Assault Cases: Raise

Who Won't Cause Harm'

ia Mirza has urged everyone to raise boys who “won’t
cause harm". Recently, the actress took to her Instagram
handle and penned down a strong note amid the various
assault cases being reported in the country. She shared a
the text on which read, “Don’t raise girls to avoid harm.

strive to

respect boundaries, and recognise and honour even the

subtle ways in which a person may convey discomfort.”
She further mentioned that it is very important for people to
understand consent and added that this is what she tries to explain

son regularly. “I want him to understand that consent is not

merely the absence of a
no"; it is the presence

willing and

r an insult nor

equitable and healthier for our girls," she added.Dia
s post comes at a time when three recent cases of alleged

sexual violence in Punjab, Bihar and Delhi have sparked outrage
and renewed concerns over women’s and children’s safety.

At Lovely Professional University (LPU), Punjab, students protested
after allegations that a female student had been sexually assaulted on
campus by an outsider. Police registered an FIR, but preliminary
investigation did not substantiate the allegation, while three students
present in the hostel room reportedly denied that an assault had
occurred.

In Jamui, Bihar, a teenage boy and girl returning from coaching
classes were allegedly stopped, assaulted and molested by a group
of men. Police registered a case under the POCSO Act and arrested
three people.In Delhi, a 17-year-old girl was allegedly raped by
three men in a park. The accused were apprehended, with one

suspect caught following an encounter with police.

An SIT is currently investigating the matter.

Aishwarya Rai Tells Paparazzi 'Yeh Sab
Bandh Kijiye...", Returns To Mumbai
After Paris Fashion Week

ishwarya Rai Bachchan has returned to

Mumbai after making a striking

appearance at the Paris Fashion Week.
The actress was spotted at the Mumbai airport
in the wee hours of Wednesday, September 30,
when she briefly interacted with the paparazzi
before heading towards her car.

Upon her return to Mumbai, Aishwarya was seen
smiling and waving at the paparazzi gathered at
the airport. However, at one point, she appeared
to ask the photographers to stop and quickly
oblidged them with photos. “Aao group mein.
Chaliye, yeh sab bandh kijiye," she told them.
The actress was also all smiles as she posed
with her fans.The brief interaction caught
attention as Aishwarya made her way through
the airport and towards her waiting car. She was
dressed casually for her return journey, wearing
a large trench coat with flared jeans and a top.

Aishwarya Rai’s Paris Fashion Week
Appearance

Aishwarya had travelled to Paris for L’Oréal
Paris’ annual fashion show, held on September
28 at Place Joffre near the Eiffel Tower and
Ecole Militaire. She walked the runway in a
dramatic black couture ensemble and also
debuted a striking red hair colour, which
quickly became a talking point from the event.
The show also featured a surprise appearance
by Celine Dion, who closed the event with a
performance.

Aishwarya Rai’s Work Front

Aishwarya Rai was last seen in Ponniyin Selvan
IIin 2023. Mani Ratnam’s film, which released
in April 2023, is a Tamil epic historical drama
adapted from Kalki Krishnamurthy’s
celebrated novel. Aishwarya played the dual
roles of Nandini and the mysterious Oomai
Rani, while the ensemble cast included Vikram,
Karthi, Jayam Ravi, Trisha Krishnan, Sobhita
Dhulipala and Aishwarya Lekshmi.

Ponniyin Selvan II continued the story of the
Chola dynasty, focusing on Arulmozhi
Varman’s journey and the political conflicts
surrounding the royal family. A.R. Rahman
composed the music, with Ravi Varman
handling cinematography.

'Vichar Alag Ho...": Amitabh
Bachchan Hints At His Equation With
Son Abhishek In Cryptic Note

mitabh Bachchan has shared a cryptic

note, hinting at his equation with son

Abhishek. Recently, Big B took to his
official blog and shared that while a father’s
views with his son might not match, it does not
necessarily mean they are headed in different
directions.“Pita putra dono rahe, ek manch par
baithai; vichar alag alag ho chaahe, manzil ke hi
aithe (Both father and son sit together on the
same stage; their views may differ, but their
destination remains the same)," Amitabh wrote.

. Amitabh Bachchan further shared that the

younger generation should be respected and
added, “Respect for the next generation ever...
but the destination is ever the same. .. that be the
ideal of every path taken... and that has ever
been the relation—seek, discover, understand,
and design the destination that be common to all
in its beneficial incarnation: love, respect, and in
awhile the love of the well-wishers.”

Amitabh Bachchan Slams Retirement
Rumours

The Bollywood superstar often shares his views
via his blog. Earlier this month, he slammed his
retirement rumours and clarified his “wishes to
retire" post. Big B mentioned that he was only
talking about going to bed in one of his earlier
posts and mentioned that he isn’t stepping away
from film.

“I wrote in the blog .. ‘it’s late, time to retire ..
which we all know means retire to bed it’s late ..
and this is the Media — the CONSCIENCE of a
NATION — THE ULTIMATE INFORMER !!"
Amitabh Bachchan wrote in his blog while
sharing a newspaper cutting of a report about his
‘retirement’.He then explained what he meant
by ‘retirement’ and added, “Ji nahin huzoor,
main kaam se retire nahin ho raha hoon; Angrezi
mein iska matlab hota hai main ab sone jaa raha
hoon. Aur wahan maanyavar aapko aane ka
nimantran nahin hai. (No sir, | am not retiring
from work any time soon; (retire) in English
means going to sleep. And you are not invited
there.)"
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NIA files FIR to
probe flydubai
incident

New Delhi, Agency:
National Investigation
Agency has filed an FIR
under the Anti-Hijacking
Act and UAPA to probe the
failed hijacking of a fly-
dubai aircraft. On Sept 30,
the flight's Omani co-pilot,
Hamam al-Hammami, had
stabbed Indian captain
Smit Machchhar inside the
cockpit.

The move follows a
central govt directive to
probe the possible implica-
tions of the attack, thwart
future bids and detect any
cells active in connection
with the incident. "The
gravity of the offence, its
grave national and interna-
tional ramifications and the
need to unearth the larger
conspiracy require a thor-
ough probe by the NIA,"
the agency said in the FIR,
describing the incident as
an apparent attempt to
hijack or crash flydubai
Flight 1073.

The move comes amid
al-Qaida in Indian
Subcontinent (AQIS)
endorsing the incident in
the latest issue of its maga-
zine  Nawa-e-Gazwa-e-
Hind. AQIS framed the co-
pilot's actions as a
response to Hamas com-
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'Ambani won't go out of business': Elon Musk
says Starlink competition would benefit Indians

New Delhi, Agency:
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk on
Sunday said that competi-
tion from Starlink would
"benefit Indian consumers"
by offering them more
choices, arguing that
Reliance Industries chair-
man Mukesh Ambani would
not go out of business even
if his profits declined.In a
post on X, Musk criticised
what he described as argu-
ments made by Ambani's
supporters against Starlink's
entry into India, calling
them "absurd hypocrisy and
hyperbole".

'Misplaced, unwarranted': India slams OHCHR
for raising concern over SIR protest

India
on Saturday termed the United
Rights
Commission's concern over the
mass detention of protesters in
Delhi as "misplaced" and said
the right to peaceful assembly is
guaranteed by the country's

New Delhi, Agency:

Nations Human

Constitution.

In a social media post on X,
India at UN said the remarks by
the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) amounted to
"unwarranted interference in the
internal affairs of India". "We have
seen the OHCHR's remarks about
today's events in New Delhi. India

-,

a

STARLINK

"On the one hand, they
say Starlink couldn't possi-
bly compete with the amaz-
ing low prices offered by
Ambani's de facto monop-
oly in India and then, in the
same breath, they essentially
claim that Starlink would be

Constitution and safeguarded by
robust institutions, an independent
judiciary, and a free media," it said.

"As in every democracy, Indian
citizens exercise this right subject to
reasonable restrictions in the inter-
est of public order. The authorities,

too strong of a competitor!"
Musk wrote.

"The reality is that com-
petition would greatly bene-
fit the average citizen in
India by giving them more
choices, as it always does.
Ambani's profits will be

grievances. The OHCHR's con-
cerns are therefore misplaced and
constitute an unwarranted inter-
ference in the internal affairs of
India," it added. It also advised
the international body to "devote
comparable attention" to large-
scale protests in different parts of
the world.

"In this context,
would also do well to devote
comparable attention to large-
scale protests elsewhere, consistent
with its mandate of impartiality and
non-selectivity," it said.

This comes after the OHCHR
raised concerns over mass deten-
tions during the Cockroach Janata

lower, but he is not going
out of business," he added.

Musk also argued that
Starlink would have to make
its services affordable to
attract customers. "And,
obviously, if Starlink is too
expensive in India, no one
will buy it, so SpaceX will
need to make pricing afford-
able," he said.

Musk's latest remarks
come amid a dispute over
the delay in Starlink's com-
mercial rollout in India. On
Friday, he took a swipe at
Ambani, addressing him as
"Prime Minister Ambani"

and alleging that he was the
"real boss of India".

"Dear Prime Minister
Ambani, Please accept my
humble apologies for not
realizing that you are the
real boss of India. Naturally,
you would prefer to main-
tain your monopolistic
exploitation of the great
people of India, but would
you nonetheless consider
allowing Starlink to com-
pete?" Musk wrote in an
earlier post. He has also
alleged that unnamed busi-
ness groups are trying to
obstruct Starlink's entry to

protect their market posi-
tions. The government has
rejected the allegations,
maintaining that the delay is
linked to pending regulatory
and security requirements.
At the India Mobile
Congress 2026 in New
Delhi, Union communica-
tions minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said India would not
permit a monopoly in any
sector and that three satellite
communication operators
had received licences:
Reliance Jio Satcom, Bharti
Airtel-backed Eutelsat
OneWeb and Starlink.

OHCHR

Personality rights: HC
asks Amitabh Bachchan to
appear if settlement fails

New Delhi,
Delhi HC has asked Amitabh
Bachchan to appear in person
if a settlement with several
defendants in a personality
rights case remains incom-
plete and he still wishes to
pursue his claims.

Justice Purushaindra K
Kaurav passed the direction
after the court was informed
an amicable settlement had
been
defendants through media-
tion, but could not be formal-
ly signed due to logistical

Agency:

reached with some

the actor to complete formali-
ties and place the formal
agreement on record. The
next hearing will be on Nov
16. The HC said in the event
of a non-settlement or incom-
plete settlement, Bachchan
would have to be personally

B k- R4

is the world's largest democracy,
where the right to peaceful assem-
bly is guaranteed by our

Party-led protest in New Delhi
against the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

for their part, act in accordance with
the law, and our courts remain
available to all for redressal of any

mander Muhammad Deif's
call to reclaim Al-Agsa

present if he wished to pursue
any of his claims.

issues on Bachchan's side.
The court granted time to

Mosque and linked them to
Bin Laden's rhetoric. Last
week, al-Bayan, another
publication linked to the
terror outfit, called for a
"ten times greater attack
than 9/11" and the end of
the "American empire".
Neither publication, how-
ever, claimed responsibili-
ty for the attack.

Anxiety treatable,
but 83% of affected
did not get help

ST

New Delhi, Agency:
Whenever Thane business-
man Shekhar travels to
south Mumbai for a meet-
ing, he sets off over three
hours early. This is because
he plans his route carefully
to ensure he is never more
than five minutes from a
hospital in case he "suffers
a heart attack while driv-
ing". Karthik (32), an IIM
graduate with a high-pow-
ered marketing job, dreads
routine meetings. "There is
this heaviness in my stom-
ach and my legs seem lead-
en. It's a paralysing fear
that stays until the meeting
is over," he says.

Shekhar and Karthik
(names changed) have anx-
iety disorders, a group of
conditions that can turn
ordinary journeys, work-
place interactions and
social situations into emo-
tional ordeals.

National Mental Health
Survey, conducted by
National Institute  of
Mental Health and Neuro
Sciences (NIMHANYS)
across 12 states between
2014 and 2016, found that
2.57% of adults had an
anxiety disorder at the time
of assessment. Around
83% of those affected were
not receiving treatment,
while nearly 60% experi-
enced disability of varying
severity, according to the
study published in the
Indian Journal of
Psychiatry in 2022.

Akie Abe,wite of late Japanese PM Shinzo 'Will be compelled to consider fast or march'

Abe, meets RSS leader Hosabale

New Delhi, Agency:
Akie Abe, wife of late
former Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe,
met senior Rashtriya
Swayamsevak  Sangh
(RSS) leader Dattatreya
Hosabale at the organisa-

tion's office in the
national  capital on
Thursday. Akie Abe was
accompanied by

Tomohiko Taniguchi, chairman
of Nippon Kaigi, a prominent
non-governmental
organisation. The meeting lasted

Japanese

over an hour.

According to an RSS state-
ment, the meeting featured a cor-
dial and substantive exchange of
views on strengthening Bharat-
Japan relations, with a particular
focus on civilisational ties, cul-

tural cooperation and people-

centric initiatives.

and Japan.

The statement added that
Akie Abe and Hosabale would
explore avenues for collaboration
in these areas. The RSS leader-
ship, Akie Abe-led Foundation
for Social Contribution and the
Nippon Kaigi delegation also
agreed to work towards strength-
ening cultural ties between India

an

Commissi
Gyanesh

posted on
described

GENCY"

tion of se

New Delhi, Agency:
Climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk on Saturday
warned that he would be
compelled to consider
"Anshan Fast
Padyatra March" if those
detained during protests
against Chief Election

not released by Sunday.
In a video message

in the national capital as
an "undeclared EMER-

concern over the deten-

leaders who had planned
to participate in a protest

Wangchuk seeks release of detainees

or

an Anshan Fast

oner (CEC) ignation over the Special are not released by
Kumar were Intensive Revision (SIR) tomorrow," he said.
of electoral rolls. Among

X, Wangchuk
the situation
and expressed

veral political ynder

Suvendu eyes Bengal sweep: Can TMC

Congress
-

New Delhi, Agency:
"We are set to win 42 out
of 42 in the 2029 Lok
Sabha election." West
Bengal CM Suvendu
Adhikari had made this
grandiose claim even
before the Nandigram and
Rejinagar bypoll results.
A visibly buoyant
Adhikari reiterated the tar-
get after his party swept
both seats. Victories in
both constituencies were
expected, yet the margins,
particularly in Rejinagar,
where roughly 70% of
voters are Muslim, came
as a revelation. With the
all-important Kolkata and
Howrah municipal polls
likely to be held in late
November, there is a per-
ception that the BJP may
win handsomely. It is up
to the Opposition to put up
a spirited fight.

What may give the
Opposition some solace is
the fact that bypolls, at
least over the last decade
or so, have followed an
extremely predictable pat-
tern in Bengal. Between

| &

3 “}

the 2021 and 2026
Assembly elections,
Trinamool won 20 of the
21 Assembly bypolls held
in the state. Its dominance
was particularly striking
in 2024, when it swept all
12 by-elections, including
four seats previously held
by BJP legislators.
In July
Trinamool wrested
Raiganj, Ranaghat
Dakshin and Bagdah from
the BJP despite the latter's
electoral strength in these
areas during the Lok
Sabha election just weeks
earlier. In November,

2024,

__

TMC captured Madarihat,
which the BJP had held
since 2016. Even in June
2025, less than a year
before its Assembly rout,
Trinamool retained
Kaliganj by more than
50,000 votes.

There have Dbeen
exceptions to the incum-
bent's advantage. In 2023,
Congress, supported by
the Left, defeated the rul-
ing TMC in Sagardighi by
nearly 23,000 votes.
However, the MLA con-
cerned, Bayron Biswas,
soon joined TMC.

In Nandigram, BJP's
Hasi Rani Rath defeated
Congress candidate Milan

Pradhan, who had
Mamata's support, by
1,22,753 votes. In
Rejinagar, BJP's
Shankharavh Sarkar
defeated Aam Janata

Unnayan Party candidate
Golam Nabi Azad, son of
party founder Humayun
Kabir, by more than
75,000 votes.

In both constituencies,
BJP polled more votes

unite to challenge BJP?

than all its opponents
combined. Rejinagar wit-
nessed notable outreach
from the CM, with
Suvendu even saying that
Muslims did not need to
chant "Jai Shri Ram". He
also urged them to turn
over a new leaf and extend
a hand of friendship to the
new government.

Following the result,
Adhikari attributed BJP's
success partly to support
from beneficiaries of the
Annapurna welfare
scheme, under which eli-
gible women receive
73,000 per month.
Whether the BJP can real-
ly secure a share of the
Muslim vote in elections
with bigger stakes remains
to be seen. But if it does,
Suvendu's dream of a
clean sweep in the Lok
Sabha election may well
look more realistic.

The Opposition,
though, has refused to
grant legitimacy to the
Assembly bypolls, citing
alleged malpractices by
the ruling machinery.

demanding Kumar's res-

"Yesterday when I
posted a
appealing for unity &
peace in today's protest I
had never imagined that
the biggest democracy
in the world would be
an undeclared
EMERGENCY. I was
happy there were so

message
(AAP) national

Association

tive  custody

many leaders to lead the
movement, but I now
learn that they have all
| been arrested. I hope
4 those arrested will be
released soon. I will be
compelled to consider
or
Padyatra March if they

those
detained on Saturday
were Aam Aadmi Party
con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal
and All India Students'
(AISA)
leader Neha Bora. Delhi
Police continued to take
protesters into preven-
after

informing them that per-
mission had not been
granted for the gather-
ing. Following his
detention, Kejriwal post-
ed a video on X along-
side AAP leader Sanjay
Singh, asserting that the
protesters would not be
intimidated.

"We  have been
detained by the police.
Sanjay Singh is here with
me. The youth of the
country has awakened.
We are not going to be
intimidated by Modi's
tyranny. Now, Gyanesh
Kumar will have to
resign. People will not
tolerate this stealing of
votes anymore.

Understand, don't just hear out
CJI

a child in conflict with la:

New Delhi, Agency: Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant
Saturday said a child in conflict
with law must not only be
heard but also be understood,
since few young people can
speak up for themselves before
the police or any authority.

Speaking on 10 years of the
framing of Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of
Children) Act, Kant said very
often, the child in conflict with
law today was, only a little ear-
lier, a child in need of care and
protection whom we did not
reach in time and that should be
kept in mind while dealing with
them.

"Our answer to such a
predicament is restoration, not
retribution. The Act presumes
everyone below 18 to be inno-
cent of any criminal intent,
treats institutional care as a last
resort, encourages diversion
from formal proceedings, and
prefers counselling, communi-
ty service, and probation to
confinement, while promising
a fresh start. These choices
flow from the Constitutional
philosophy discernible from
Articles 15(3) and 39 and also
from the Convention on the

NS - e —

| M

Rights of the Child, which
looks to the young assuming a
constructive role in society.
The 2015 Act thus makes a
wager that a child given a sec-
ond chance is far more likely to
become a productive member
of society than one branded as
a criminal," he said.

Supreme
Justice B V Nagarathna, who is
heading SC's Juvenile Justice
Committee, said adults have a
duty to understand the anxieties
of children. "We cannot be dis-
missive of their concerns, lest
they feel alienated and rejected.
The true measure of a society
and its elders lies in how they
deal with their children. We
must ensure that we do not fail
on that count. All children are
ours and their distress is our
distress too," Nagarathna said.

Court judge,



TheResearchers

=l Sapl RTRN

L

il s b !

Miscellaneous

i 'T

. ||u-'l.i'|-|""'

e L

| g
T -
) ",f'f’.‘é “'ﬁ:
E - 7

The legend is so strong: The truth about
Nicolas Flamel and the philosophers' stone

The myth of Nicolas and

Pernelle Flamel, medieval
Parisians said to have made gold
with a 'philosopher's stone',

sparked a centuries-long obses-
sion. Now a new examination of
Flamel's centuries-old will has
shed a light on how the legend
emerged.

For 600 years, writers, artists
and scientists have been fascinated
by the legend of Nicolas and
Pernelle Flamel: a medieval
Parisian couple who were said to
have created the mythical philoso-
phers' stone, a mysterious sub-
stance that supposedly turned
ordinary metals into gold.

Flamel, a real person who was
born in the 1330s and died in
1418, in fact never had anything to
do with the practice of alchemy,
the ancient, mystical tradition
which aimed to create gold, cure
all diseases and bring immortality.

Still, Flamel's mythical reputa-
tion as an alchemist inspired gen-
erations of scientists and writers
including Isaac Newton, Victor
Hugo, and JK Rowling, who men-
tions Nicolas and Pernelle Flamel

in Harry Potter and the
Philosopher's Stone.
This autumn, the will of

Nicolas Flamel is on public dis-
play for the first time at a new
exhibition at the Musée de Cluny
in Paris. Stored in a Parisian hos-
pital archive for centuries, the doc-
ument sheds a new light on how he
ended up being revered as an
alchemist, says Maélys Bitouzet,
one of the curators of the exhibi-
tion. "They were documents that
had never been studied," until the
museum evaluated them in 2024,
says Bitouzet.

The quest to uncover why
Flamel became known as an
alchemist also sheds light on the

enduring appeal of this ancient tra-
dition, and its sometimes-over-
looked place in the history of sci-
ence.
The quest for the 'philoso-
phers' stone'

The first alchemical writings
appeared around 2,000 years ago
in ancient Egypt. Through copies
and translations, they spread to
Europe in the 12th Century with
the Islamic Conquest. The word
"alchemy" is thought to be an
Arabic-Greek hybrid, with an
unclear meaning — it could refer to
melting or to Egypt. Alchemy used
routes which we now know are not
scientifically viable, though some
of the elusive aims have since
been achieved in very fleeting,
experimental set-ups.

Throughout its history,
alchemists wrote about their
efforts to create an enigmatic,
powerful stone.

"The earliest reference to 'the
stone of the philosophers' is in the
7th Century, in a Byzantine text,"
in the eastern Mediterranean, says
Matteo Martelli, a professor in his-
tory of science at the University of
Bologna in Italy and expert on
ancient alchemical texts. "'The
philosophers' were what
alchemists called themselves."

The concept of the stone
appears even earlier, in a text dat-
ing from the Ist Century BC,
where the author "refers to a stone
that is not a stone", says Martelli.

"There is this
cryptic way of talking about this
stone, which was later called the
philosophers' stone," he adds, not-
ing it wasn't literally a stone, but
came in different forms such as a
powder or liquid.

The Voynich Manuscript: Gan Science Solve the

Mystery of the Worlll's Most Puzzling Book?

New research into a
centuries-old illustrated
manuscript is changing
how scholars examine its
pages, but its strange writ-
ing remains undeciphered
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SGIENGE S GIIEATES'I' MYSTERIES

From medieval alchemy and ancient machines to mysterious manuscripts and distant planets, four stories explore the discoveries that continue to challenge human understanding
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A mysterious bronze device recovered
from a shipwreck has transformed our
understanding of ancient science and engi-
neering

More than two thousand years ago,
when much of the world relied on simple
instruments to measure time and observe
the heavens, an extraordinary mechanical
device was created in ancient Greece.
Built from carefully arranged bronze
gears, rotating pointers and engraved
scales, the machine could represent the
movements of celestial bodies and help
predict astronomical events. Today, it is
widely known as the Antikythera
Mechanism, one of the most remarkable
surviving objects from the ancient world.

Its discovery was accidental. In 1900,
sponge divers exploring the waters near
the Greek island of Antikythera encoun-
tered the remains of an ancient shipwreck.
The wreck contained statues, pottery,
coins and other valuable objects. Among
the recovered material were corroded
bronze fragments that initially revealed lit-
tle about their purpose. When researchers
examined the fragments more closely, they
discovered gear wheels and inscriptions
that suggested the object was far more
sophisticated than an ordinary ornament or
tool.

The mechanism is now regarded as an
ancient astronomical calculator. Its com-
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plexity has encouraged comparisons with
a mechanical computer, although it was
operated by hand and designed for a spe-
cific set of calculations rather than gener-
al-purpose computing.

A machine hidden beneath the sea

The Antikythera Mechanism was prob-
ably constructed during the second or first
century BCE, with many researchers plac-
ing its manufacture in the second century
BCE. It was carried aboard a ship that sank
in the Mediterranean, preserving frag-
ments of the device beneath the sea for
centuries.

The surviving remains are incomplete
and heavily damaged. Corrosion, missing
components and the fragmentation of the
original structure make it difficult to
reconstruct every detail with absolute cer-
tainty.

Yet the surviving gears and
inscriptions provide compelling evidence
of its intended functions.

The device contained a network of
interlocking gears that translated rotation-
al movement into astronomical informa-
tion. Turning an input mechanism moved
pointers across dials, representing cycles
associated with the Sun and Moon. The
inscriptions also indicate that the instru-
ment could display calendar information
and help track the timing of important
Greek festivals.
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The Phoenix Planet: A World Born
from the Remains of a Dying Star

A medieval book filled
with unfamiliar writing,
imaginary-looking plants,
astronomical  diagrams
and mysterious human fig-
ures has  challenged
researchers for more than
a century. Known as the
Voynich Manuscript, the
unusual  volume  has
inspired theories involving
secret codes, forgotten
languages, medieval med-
icine and deliberate decep-
tion. Despite advances in
computing and language
analysis, nobody has pro-
duced a generally accept-
ed interpretation of its
text.

The manuscript is
named  after  Wilfrid
Voynich, a Polish-

American bookseller who
acquired it in 1912. Today,
it is preserved at Yale
University's Beinecke
Rare Book and
Manuscript Library in the
United States, where
researchers can examine
high-resolution  digital
images of its pages.
Scientific testing has
helped establish important
facts about the document,
including the age of its
parchment. Yet the most
important question
remains unanswered: what

was the author or authors
trying to communicate?
A book unlike any other

The manuscript's
appearance is one reason it
has attracted so much
attention. Its pages contain
rows of unfamiliar charac-
ters that resemble a writ-
ing system but cannot be
read using any known,
established translation.
The text is accompanied
by colourful illustrations
of plants, circular astro-
nomical and astrological
diagrams, bathing scenes,
and images of human fig-
ures connected by elabo-
rate structures or flowing
channels.

Scholars  commonly
divide the manuscript into
several sections based on
its illustrations. Some
pages appear botanical,
others astronomical or
cosmological, while addi-
tional sections resemble
pharmaceutical material or
collections of recipes.

&

The illustrations pro-
vide clues about the sub-
jects that interested its cre-
ators, but they do not
reveal precisely what the
text says.

Even apparently
recognisable plants can be
difficult to identify confi-
dently, and pictures may
have been stylised accord-
ing to artistic conventions
that are unfamiliar today.

The book 1is also
incomplete. Some leaves
are missing, and several
surviving pages contain
foldouts. These physical
details matter because the
present arrangement may
not perfectly preserve the
original sequence of the
material.

What science has estab-
lished

Radiocarbon testing of
the parchment has placed
its manufacture in the
early fifteenth century,
broadly around
1404-1438. This provides
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a scientific estimate for !
the age of the material on !
which the text was written, :
although it does not identi- |
fy the author or establish |
exactly when every sec-
tion was produced. 1
The manuscript's phys- 1
ical characteristics have I
also been studied through !
examination of its ink, !
. . 1
pigments, handwriting and |
illustrations. Such analysis |
can  help determine j
whether materials are con- |
sistent with historical I
manuscript production and 1
whether different hands !
may have contributed to !
the work. :
Researchers have iden-
tified variations in the |
handwriting, suggesting I
that more than one person !
may have participated in :
writing the manuscript.
However, the number of 1
contributors and their pre- I
cise roles remain subjects :
of scholarly analysis. I
o

Astronomers studying
an unusual distant planet
are exploring whether
worlds can form from
material left behind after
a star reaches the end of
its life

The death of a star is
generally associated with
destruction. As stars age,
their physical conditions
change dramatically, and
the radiation and material
they release can trans-
form their surroundings.
Yet  astronomy  has
revealed that stellar end-
ings can also create the
raw ingredients for new
beginnings.

An unusual distant

attention  because it
appears to have formed
around a white dwarf—a
dense remnant left behind
by a dying star. The
reported discovery offers
a striking possibility:
planets may sometimes
emerge from material
expelled during the final
stages of stellar evolu-
tion, rather than forming
only around young stars.

The planet  lies
approximately 250 light-
years from Earth in the
constellation Cetus,
according to research
reported in October 2026.
It is a gas giant orbiting
its host white dwarf at a

could have formed, sur-
vived and developed in
an environment that
would be hostile to many
familiar planetary sys-
tems.

The discovery does
not suggest that the plan-
et is habitable or that life
has been detected there.
Its importance is more
fundamental:

it may provide
evidence that planetary
formation can take place
under circumstances that
astronomers once consid-
ered unusual.
What happens
when a star dies?
Stars spend much of

world, described inrecent very short distance. their lives converting
research as a “phoenix Scientists are investigat- hydrogen into helium
planet”, has attracted ing how such a world through nuclear fusion.



