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Raja Krishnamoorthi
honours pilot Smit
Machchhar for saving
172 on Flydubai

Washington. (Agency)

US Congressman

Raja Krishnamoorthi on Friday hon-
oured Indian pilot Smit Machchhar
for what he described as extraordi-
nary bravery aboard Flydubai Flight
1073, saying the captain’s actions
helped save 172 passengers and crew
members. Machchhar was seriously
injured after being attacked in the
cockpit by his co-pilot while the
flight was travelling from Dubai to
Tel Aviv on September 30.
Krishnamoorthi, a  Democratic
Congressman from Illinois, submitted
a statement to the US Congressional
Record on the incident. He said there
were four US citizens and 27 children
among those on board, and said the
flight was eventually landed safely in
Tabuk, Saudi Arabia, after two
reserve Flydubai pilots travelling on
the aircraft took control.

In his statement, Krishnamoorthi
said, “After being attacked by the
flight’s first officer, who attempted to
seize control of the aircraft, Captain
Machchhar’s actions helped save the
lives of 172 passengers and his fellow
crew members.” He also described
Machchhar as “a husband, father, and
pilot with 17 years of flying experi-
ence, including 11 as a captain”.
Krishnamoorthi said that when the
first officer attacked Machchhar, the
aircraft plunged about 16,000 feet in
around 30 seconds. “Despite grave
injuries, Captain Machchhar fought
his way to the cockpit door and
opened it, allowing passengers and
crew members to enter and overpow-
er his attacker. Two reserve Flydubai
pilots travelling aboard the aircraft
then took control and landed it safely
in Tabuk, Saudi Arabia,” he said.

He said Machchhar understood that
the lives of everyone on board
depended on what he did next.
“Despite his injuries, his years of
experience told him that the aircraft
was going down, and he found the
strength to reach that door. His pres-
ence of mind, determination, and
courage gave the passengers and crew
the chance they needed to stop the
attack and avert a catastrophe,”
Krishnamoorthi said.

Jayapal slams
Trump move sus-
pending Microsoft
green card route

Washington. (Agency)
Democratic lawmaker Pramila Jayapal
has criticised the Trump administra-
tion's decision to suspend the green
card pathway for Microsoft and seven
other IT firms, saying the move
amounts to taking "a hammer to legal
immigration". The administration has
argued that the programme has kept
Americans out of the job market.

The decision triggered a political
exchange, with Jayapal defending
Microsoft and the Permanent Labor
Certification Program, or PERM, as
part of the legal immigration system,
and Vice President J] D Vance accusing
major technology companies and out-
sourcing firms of seeking a steady
supply of cheap labour at the cost of
American workers.

On Thursday, the Trump administra-
tion suspended eight IT firms, includ-
ing Microsoft, Tata, Infosys and
Wipro, from the programme used to
apply for green cards for foreign
workers. Vance announced the suspen-
sion, alleging that major technology
firms and outsourcing companies had
abused the visa system at the expense
of American workers. Jayapal, a pro-
gressive Democrat from Washington
state, where Microsoft is headquar-
tered in Redmond, said the company
had been a leader in advocating com-
prehensive immigration reform. She
said the Trump administration had
been "consistently working to take
away legal pathways for immigrants to
contribute their talents to our country,
and this is yet another of those
attacks". "You don't fix a broken
immigration system by taking a ham-
mer to legal immigration," Jayapal
said. She added that Microsoft had
pushed for reforms that modernise "an
antiquated immigration system" and
create more, not fewer, legal pathways
for immigrants from around the world
to work in the United States and live
with their families. She said the
PERM programme is the first step
towards an employment-based green
card for many workers who want to
contribute to the country, and that it
sets out a clear process to ensure it
benefits the economy and does not
harm American jobs.

India mocks Pak's Shehbaz Sharif regime
as Form 47 govt'. What does it mean?

Pakistan: The term 'Form 47 government' has been frequently used by Imran Khan's party

to accuse the Shehbaz Sharif regime of manipulating the 2024 Pakistan election results.

India used it to take a swipe at Pakistan atthe UNGA.

World . (Agenc%f)
India launched a sharp attack on
Pakistan at the United Nations,
calling the Shehbaz Sharif
regime a "Form 47 government"
and accusing Islamabad of creat-
ing "Frankensteins" that it has
now lost control of. The term

'Form 47 government' has been
frequently used by Imran Khan's
party to question the legitimacy
of the Sharif-led coalition, which
came to power in 2024.

"Nothing more can be expected
from a Form 47 government,"
India's first secretary Raghoo

Puri said at a UNGA session,
accusing Pakistan of putting its
energy into "narrative building"
and spreading misinformation
instead of fighting terrorism. "If

efforts had been made in coun-
tering terrorism, the world
would have been a better place,"
Puri said.

WHAT INDIA SAID ON PAKISTAN AT UNGA?

Showing the mirror to Pakistan on terrorism, the Indian diplomat
said Islamabad was now facing a damning reality. Puri underlined
that the terror networks Pakistan once nurtured had now come
back to haunt it. "Pakistan casts itself as a frontline state and a vic-
tim, masking the fact that the Frankensteins it created and lost con-
trol over have moved from wreaking havoc in neighbouring coun-
tries to doing the same at home," he said. Puri said the "dark
secret" was acknowledged by Pakistan's own leaders. The Indian
diplomat likely hinted at startling remarks made by Punjab chief
minister Maryam Nawaz last month in Lahore.
Maryam, the daughter of former PM Nawaz Sharif, said her
province faced a bigger threat from neighbouring Pakistani
provinces than from neighbouring countries. "You can't run with
the hares and hunt with the hounds," the Indian diplomat said.
However, what grabbed attention was Puri's reference to the Sharif
regime as a 'Form 47 government'. What is Form 47, and why is
the current regime called a 'Form 47 government'?

10 dead, 16 injured as prison riot rocks
Mexico for second time in a week

A prisonriotin Sinaloa left nine inmates and a visitor dead, with 16 prisoners injured. The violence came
as another prison in Ciudad Victoria saw a deadly shootout that renewed scrutiny of chronic jail failures.

World . (Agency)

A prison riot in Mexico's vio-
lence-plagued state of Sinaloa
left nine prisoners and one visitor
dead on Thursday, the state's
security office said. The incident
also injured 16 inmates, while
authorities brought the prison
under control. Prosecutors will
investigate the cause of the vio-
lence, the security office said in a
statement.

The incident comes amid a histo-
ry of deadly prison violence in
Mexico. In a separate incident at
a prison in Ciudad Victoria, the
capital of the border state of
Tamaulipas, continuous automat-
ic gunfire erupted late Tuesday
and continued into Wednesday
morning. Authorities reported
that they had regained control of
the facility by late morning.

The state security spokesman's
office said three police officers
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and four inmates died in the
shootouts, while six police offi-
cers and seven prisoners sus-
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tained injuries. Inmates at the
state prison had somehow
obtained firearms and began
fighting authorities. Mexico's
National Human Rights
Commission said on Wednesday

that it had sent a delegation to the
prison to document the incident
and check the health of inmates.
The commission said it had
audited the facility in 2016 and

identified several problems,

including overcrowding, inade-
quate supervision, insufficient
personnel, poor health services
and conditions in which inmates
exercised self-government.

The Ciudad Victoria prison has
repeatedly witnessed shootings,
the smuggling of firearms, riots
and escapes. The city has long
been dominated by the Zetas
drug cartel, known for its
extreme violence.

In March, a fight between prison-
ers at the same facility left three
inmates dead. That clash fol-
lowed a riot and a mass escape
through a tunnel that inmates had
built in a prison yard. Authorities
have since recaptured most of the
escapees.Inmates have frequent-
ly had access to firearms inside
the prison. During the March
escape, at least one prisoner car-
ried a gun and used it to kill a
passing motorist during a car-

What's next for Infosys,
TCS, Wipro's Indian

talent? US Green Card
freeze impact explained

World . (Agency)

The Donald Trump administration has sus-
pended several major India-based IT compa-
nies, including Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), Infosys, Wipro and HCL, as well as
Cognizant and Capgemini and US tech giants
Microsoft and Adobe, from its Permanent
Labour Certification (PERM) programme,
which is a crucial step in the employer-spon-
sored Green Card process. The US Department
of Labour said it would not accept new or
process pending permanent labour certifica-
tions involving the affected companies, alleg-
ing that these firms had abused the system to
hire foreign workers at the expense of
American workers.

The biggest fallout from the suspension of the

The US has suspended major Indian
IT firms and other tech companies

from the PERM programme. The

biggest fallout from the suspension

of the Green Card programme may
not be felt immediately. Here is all

you need to know.

Green Card programme may not be felt imme-
diately. It could come when Indian IT compa-
nies decide whether sponsoring foreign work-
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ers for permanent residency is still worth the

uncertainty. Immigration attorney Geeta
Darubra of Alma Immigration told India Today
Digital that continued uncertainty around the
PERM programme could push companies to
sponsor fewer Green Cards or hire more US
workers, which is the ultimate goal of the
White House. Indian H-1B workers, who
already face lengthy waits for employment-
based immigration amid the Trump adminis-
tration's immigration crackdown and rising
visa fees, could find it even harder to pursue
the American dream.

"If this trend continues, companies may place
more emphasis on compliance, hire US work-
ers and use alternative visa categories such as
the L-1A," Darubra said. She said the broader
impact on Indian professionals could be signif-
icant if scrutiny extends further. Indian H-1B
workers may become more reluctant to settle
in the US amid uncertainty over immigration

jacking. Police later recovered
two assault rifles buried in a
planter inside the prison.

policy and existing backlogs in the EB-2 and
EB-3 categories.

Kashmiri filmmaker freed after 2weeks iniGE custody, had sought asylum in US

World . (Agency)
Award-winning Kashmiri filmmak-
er Arfat Sheikh was released from
US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) detention on
bond on Thursday after being
detained on September 24, accord-
ing to a statement by a campaign of
his friends and relatives to free him.
Sheikh, whose work has explored
conflict in his native Jammu and
Kashmir, was detained by ICE, part
of the Department of Homeland
Security, while coming off a plane
from California at the Washington
Dulles International Airport, the
campaign said.

It said Sheikh's bond was granted on
Tuesday and he was released on
Thursday, adding that the deporta-

tion case against him continues.
campaign said Sheikh, who lived in
Alexandria, Virginia, entered the US
in 2019 on a student visa to pursue

live

lawful admittance."

he will receive due

The

graduate studies in film at Georgia
State University and filed for asy-
lum in 2020. The campaign said he
had a pending immigration applica-
tion and was authorised to work and
in the US. DHS said on
Wednesday Sheikh was arrested on
September 24. It said Sheikh "legal-
ly entered the US on a temporary
basis and illegally overstayed his
A pending
application does not confer legal
status in the US, DHS said, adding
process.
President Donald Trump's adminis-
tration said in August it was work-
ing "to identify and revoke the non-
immigrant visas of foreigners who
have come to the US claiming to be
short-term visitors, but then file for

the crackdown has violated due
process and free speech rights and
created an unsafe environment, par-
ticularly for ethnic minorities, who
have raised concerns about racial
profiling. Sheikh's first feature film,
2024's "Saffron Kingdom," won
Best Feature Film at the Chicago
Filmmakers Awards, the LA Film
and Documentary Awards, the
Melbourne  Independent  Film
Festival and the Wake Forest Film
Festival. Sheikh, who hails from
Jammu and Kashmir, won the
Emerging Filmmaker Activist
Award at the Teaneck International
Film Festival. The film explored
conflict in Kashmir through the
journey of a family from Srinagar in
the 1990s to Atlanta in 2019.

Kashmiri filmmaker Arfat
Sheikh was released on
bond after two weeks in ICE
detention. He went to the
US on a student visa before

applying for asylum in
2020.

asylum to stay here permanently."

Trump has pursued an immigration
crackdown and deportation drive
that he says aims to improve domes-
tic security. Rights advocates say

JDVance calls H-1B visa hires indentured servants, accuses IT giants of abuse

World . (Agency)

US Vice President JD Vance
has accused Microsoft of
exploiting the H-1B visa pro-
gramme to replace American
workers with lower-paid for-
eign employees, using the
phrase "indentured servants"
to describe skilled workers
brought into the country by
outsourcing  firms. The
Trump administration has
suspended Microsoft from a
programme that allows
employers to sponsor foreign
workers for US permanent
residency, amid allegations
of fraud. “If you are working
as an H-1B visa in the United
States of America, you’re
earning $20,000 less than an
American citizen hired in the
same position. If you were

you

He

try,
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brought in by one of these
foreign outsourcing firms,

were using the system to cut
labour costs while laying off
American employees.

“You bring in indentured ser-
vants from outside the coun-

After the Trump administration suspended Microsoft and several other IT firms from a key green
card programme, US Vice President JD Vance accused these companies of abusing the H-1B visa

system, terming foreign workers brought in by them "indentured servants".

’re making $48,000 less

than an American citizen in a
similar position,” Vance said.

MIC
alleged that companies mmay

you lay off American

workers and, if you’re a cor-
poration, you make a ton of
money by undercutting the
wages of American workers,

Vance

giant

ROSOFT LAYOFFS

singled out Microsoft,
alleging that the technology

had abused the H-1B

replacing them with people system more than any other
who frankly shouldn’t be in company in the US. He
I T _ @ & & < &

after certifying that it could

to Vance, Microsoft approved
for more than 6,000 H-1

the United States of America pointed to the company's visas and filed 3,682 applica- become vulnerable to fraud

to begin with,” the Vice workforce reductions in tions for permanent labour and misuse.

President said. 2025, saying Microsoft laid certification, known as MORE TECH FIRMS
VANCE CITES off 6,000 American workers PERM. Nearly 1,000 of those FACE ACTION

applications were reportedly
for positions matching jobs
held by American workers
who had been laid off. The
allegations have placed fresh
scrutiny on the employment
practices of major technolo-

US Labour Secretary Keith
Sonderling said Microsoft
was not the only major tech-
nology company facing
action. He announced the
suspension of several other
companies from the pro-

gy companies that rely on gramme, including
foreign talent. Vance argued Cognizant, Infosys, Tata,
not find qualified US that the programme, original- Wipro, HCO, Capgemini and
employees for the positions. ly intended to help employers Adobe. Sonderling also
At the same time, according recruit highly skilled workers announced  investigations

for jobs that could not be
filled by Americans, had

into nine universities, includ-
ing Harvard,
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Asim Munir Proposes Dividing Pakistan

News Desk: Pakistan is wit-
nessing a fresh debate over the
restructuring of its provincial
boundaries, with reports sug-
gesting that Army Chief Field
Marshal Asim Munir favours
dividing the country’s four ex-
isting provinces into smaller
administrative units.
According to media reports,
the proposal could lead to the
creation of 12 to 15 provinces.
Another option reportedly
under discussion involves re-
organising the country into
around 160 smaller adminis-
trative territories. However, no
official confirmation has estab-
lished that Munir has formally
submitted or secured approval
for such a plan.

Pakistan currently has four
provinces—Punjab, Sindh,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Ba-
lochistan. Any major restruc-
turing could significantly affect

governance, political represen-
tation, resource distribution
and the balance of power be-
tween the federal government
and provincial administra-
tions.

Governance Reform or Po-
litical Realignment?
Supporters of smaller provinc-
es argue that decentralisation
could improve administration,
bring government services
closer to citizens and address
regional disparities. Smaller
administrative units, they con-
tend, could make governance
more responsive to local needs
and help neglected areas secure
greater development attention.
Proposals for restructuring
have included dividing Punjab
into three provinces and Balo-
chistan into two, while splitting
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa into
Pakhtun and Hazara regions.
Some suggestions have also

involved placing Karachi and
Gwadar under federal admin-
istrative control. These remain
proposals under discussion
rather than adopted govern-
ment policy.

Punjab and Sindh at the Cen-
tre of the Debate

Punjab and Sindh are par-
ticularly significant because of
their political influence. Pun-
jab has traditionally been a ma-
jor stronghold of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N), while the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) has a longstanding
political base in Sindh.

Critics fear that dividing these
provinces could weaken estab-
lished regional power centres
and strengthen the federal
government and military es-
tablishment. However, these
concerns reflect possible po-
litical consequences and do not
independently establish the

motives behind the reported
proposal.

Sindh Assembly Rejects Divi-
sion

Opposition to the proposed re-
structuring has emerged from
provincial political institutions.
On September 3, 2026, the
Sindh Assembly unanimously
adopted a resolution rejecting
proposals to divide Sindh, al-
ter its territorial boundaries or
place any part of the province

under a separate federal ad-
ministrative arrangement.

The resolution emphasised
Sindh's historical identity and
constitutional rights, maintain-
ing that any changes to Paki-
stans federal structure must
respect democratic consent
and the wishes of the people
concerned.

Opposition has also come
from other political quarters.
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

into 12-1 5 Smaler Provmces

chairman Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan has warned that a hur-
ried decision on creating new
provinces could weaken the
federation. He has called for
political consensus and consul-
tations involving elected repre-
sentatives before any restruc-
turing is undertaken.
Constitutional
Ahead

Creating new provinces would
require more than an admin-
istrative order. Under Article
239(4) of Pakistan’s Constitu-
tion, a constitutional amend-
ment altering a provinces
boundaries must receive the
support of at least two-thirds
of the total membership of the
affected provincial assembly.
Constitutional ~ amendments
also require a two-thirds ma-
jority in each house of Parlia-
ment. The proposed changes
could raise complex questions

Hurdles

concerning natural resources,
provincial revenues, water allo-
cation, public services, govern-
ment employment and politi-
cal representation. Establishing
new provincial administrations
would also involve substantial
expenditure at a time when
Pakistan faces economic chal-
lenges.

A Test for Pakistan’s Federal
Structure

The debate highlights two com-
peting arguments. Advocates
of smaller provinces believe
decentralisation could improve
governance and address re-
gional inequalities. Opponents,
however, fear that redrawing
boundaries without broad po-
litical agreement could intensi-
fy regional tensions and under-
mine provincial autonomy. The
proposal has also renewed dis-
cussion about the military’s role
in Pakistans political system.

Any restructuring perceived as
concentrating authority at the
centre could encounter resist-
ance from provincial govern-
ments and regional political
parties. For now, the reported
plan remains a subject of po-
litical debate rather than an
implemented policy. Whether
Pakistan moves towards 12-15
provinces, smaller adminis-
trative territories or stronger
local governance will depend
on political negotiations, con-
stitutional requirements and
the acceptance of the affected
regions.

The central question is whether
creating smaller administrative
units would improve account-
ability and public services while
preserving Pakistan’s federal
balance—or trigger another
round of political disputes over
power, identity and provincial

rights.

BSL Trio Bag Five Medals,
Qualify for National
Championship

Bokaro: Three employees of Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL)
clinched five medals at the Jharkhand State Classic Bench
Press and Deadlift Championship, earning qualification
for the national-level competition.

Hittam Kumar Hansda, Assistant General Manager, SMS-
New Department, won gold in deadlift and silver in bench
press in the 93-kg Masters category.

Shilpa Toppo, Assistant General Manager, Instrumenta-
tion & Automation Department, secured bronze in bench
press in the 69-kg category, making an impressive come-
back despite health challenges.

Mannan Ali, Engineering Associate, Blast Furnace Depart-
ment, bagged gold in bench press and bronze in deadlift in
the 83-kg Open category.

The trios impressive performance showcased their
strength, discipline and determination. Toppo credited her
husband, Samuel Nath, chief coach Debi Prasad Chatter-
jee, and nutritionist and conditioning coach Nitin Kumar
for their support.

BSL management congratulated the medal winners and
wished them success at the national championship, reaf-
firming its commitment to promoting employees’ sporting
talent alongside industrial excellence.

Sarva Pitru Amavasya Today: Pitru Paksha
Ends with Ancestral Rituals

by Sunil Bajpai

Kanpur: Pitru Paksha, the 16-day period dedicated to re-
membering ancestors, concludes on October 10 with Sarva
Pitru Amavasya, also known as Mahalaya Amavasya. Ac-
cording to Hindu beliefs, devotees perform Shraddha, Tar-
pan and Pind Daan on this day to pray for the peace of
departed souls and seek their ancestors’ blessings.

The day is particularly significant for families who do not
know the exact death anniversary of their ancestors or
could not perform Shraddha on the designated day. Tra-
ditional practices also include donating food and other es-
sentials to the needy.

Sarva Pitru Amavasya marks the end of Pitru Paksha,
followed by the beginning of the festive season. Shardiya
Navratri is scheduled to commence on October 11 with
prayers dedicated to Goddess Durga.

Nobel Peace Prize 2026: Indian-Origin Navi Pillay
Wins Top Honour

Oslo: South African jurist
of Indian Tamil origin Na-
vanethem “Navi” Pillay has
been awarded the 2026 Nobel
Peace Prize in recognition of
her contribution to human
rights, international law and
justice.

Born in Durban, South Af-
rica, in 1941, Pillay grew up
during the apartheid era and
went on to become a promi-
nent advocate of equality and
human rights. She established
her own law firm in 1967 and
defended activists challenging
racial discrimination.

Pillay became the first non-
white woman to serve on
South Africa’s High Court in
1995. She subsequently served
as a judge and president of the
International Criminal Tribu-
nal for Rwanda, a judge of the
International Criminal Court
and the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human
Rights from 2008 to 2014.
Her judicial work contributed
to landmark developments
in international criminal law,
particularly the recognition of
sexual violence as a possible
crime against humanity and,
under specific circumstances,
an act of genocide. Her work

helped strengthen legal rec-
ognition of crimes committed
during armed conflicts and
the need to protect victims.
During her tenure as UN
High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights, Pillay advocated
stronger international coop-
eration to address discrimina-
tion, human rights violations
and abuses against vulner-
able communities. She em-
phasised the responsibility of
governments to uphold fun-
damental freedoms and com-
ply with international human
rights obligations.

Pillay also remained involved

in international investigations
and legal proceedings con-
cerning allegations of serious
violations. Her work on sen-
sitive global issues brought
renewed attention to the chal-
lenges of ensuring account-
ability, particularly when
allegations involve powerful
governments and politically
contentious conflicts.

Her career has focused on
strengthening  international
legal institutions, protect-
ing vulnerable communities
and ensuring accountabil-
ity for serious human rights
violations. Her recognition

highlights the importance of
the rule of law amid ongoing
global conflicts and growing
challenges to international
justice.

Pillay’s achievement carries
significance for the Indian di-
aspora, reflecting her journey
from apartheid-era South Af-
rica to the forefront of inter-
national human rights advo-
cacy. Her career underscores
how legal institutions and
sustained efforts to defend
human dignity can contribute
to the pursuit of justice and
lasting peace.
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DVC Chandrapura Boosts TB Fight, Installs
TrueNat Testmg Machme

Bokaro: A one-day train-
ing programme under
the National Tubercu-
losis  Elimination Pro-
gramme (NTEP) was
held at STMM Hospital,
DVC CTPS Chandrapura,
on Friday to strengthen
healthcare workers’ skills
in TB detection, diagnosis
and treatment.

DVC CTPS Chief Gen-
eral Manager and Project
Head Ram Kumar Anub-
havi was the chief guest.
WHO Medical Consult-
ant Dr Anupama T con-

ducted the session under
the supervision of District
Tuberculosis Officer Dr
Florencia Horo. Around
50 doctors, paramedics
and Community Health

Officers participated.

Earlier, a TrueNat ma-
chine was inaugurated at
the CTPS DOT Centre by
Anubhavi, Dr Pijush Kan-
ti Ghosh, Deputy Chief

Medical Officer, and Dr
Anupama T to facilitate
faster TB diagnosis. Food
packets were also distrib-
uted among TB patients.
Dr AK. Jha, Dr Rakesh
Bharti, Hemant Kumar
Jha, Nitin Kumar Singh,
Dr Anjali Tigga and Dr
Singrai Hembram were
among those present. The
initiatives aim to strength-
en TB testing, promote
early detection and accel-
erate efforts towards tu-
berculosis elimination.

‘Use AI to Humanise Solutions, Challenge
Your Limits’: Goel

Dhanbad: Artificial intelligence should drive innovation
and solve real-world problems, not replace human intel-
ligence, empathy and creativity, said 2008-batch Tripura
cadre IAS officer Sonal Goel while addressing students at
IIT (ISM) Dhanbad during Concetto’26 on Friday.
Delivering a guest lecture, “Ideas that Inspire, Insights that
Empower”, at Penman Auditorium, Goel urged students to
discover their strengths, define their purpose and use tech-
nology for societal benefit. Drawing on her administrative
experience, she highlighted how collaboration can improve
access to schools, healthcare and Anganwadi services in re-
mote tribal areas.

She encouraged students to follow the five Cs—courage,
conviction, consistency, compassion and collaboration—
and stressed self-evaluation, gender equality and responsi-
ble social media use.

Sharing lessons from her mountaineering experiences, in-
cluding climbing Mount Kilimanjaro and trekking to Ever-
est Base Camp, Goel urged students to step beyond their
comfort zones and challenge their limitations. She also em-
phasised physical fitness, mental well-being and effective
management of academic stress.

The lecture concluded with an interactive session on tech-
nology, leadership, personal growth and public service. The
programme was part of Concetto’26, IIT (ISM) Dhanbad’s
annual techno-management festival, being held during the
institute’s centenary year.

UGC NET December 2026 Registration
Opens; Apply by October 28

New Delhi: The National Testing Agency (NTA) has
opened online registration for the UGC NET December
2026 session, inviting eligible candidates to apply for Jun-
ior Research Fellowship (JRF), Assistant Professorship and
PhD admission.

Candidates can submit their applications through the of-
ficial website, ugcnet.nta.nic.in. The application window
closes on October 28, and aspirants are advised to apply
well before the deadline.

The examination is scheduled to be conducted from Decem-
ber 14 to 19. Candidates can check the official information
bulletin for eligibility criteria, application guidelines and
subject-wise examination schedules.

BJP Scores Massive By-election Win in Nandigram,
Defeats Congress by 1.22 Lakh Votes

Kolkata: The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) registered
a sweeping victory in the
Nandigram Assembly by-
election in West Bengal on
Friday, with party candidate
Hasi Rani Rath defeating
her nearest rival, Congress
nominee Milan Pradhan, by
a massive margin of 1,22,753
votes. The result marked
a significant electoral out-

cant after Suvendu Adhikari,

come in one of Bengal’s most
politically sensitive constitu-
encies.

According to the reported
final results, Rath secured
1,64,427 votes, while Prad-
han received 41,674 votes.
Communist Party of India
(CPI) candidate Santi Go-
pal Giri finished third with
5,779 votes. The BJP’s mar-
gin made the contest one
of the most closely watched
political developments in
the state’s by-election re-
sults.

The Nandigram seat fell va-

who won from both Nandi-

gram and Bhabanipur in the
Assembly elections, retained
Bhabanipur. The by-election
therefore attracted consider-
able attention, given Nandi-
grams  association  with
Adhikari and its history as
a major centre of political
mobilisation in West Bengal.
The result also assumes sig-
nificance ahead of future
electoral contests in the
state. Nandigram has re-
mained a focal point of the
rivalry between the BJP and
the Trinamool Congress

(TMC), particularly since
the 2021 Assembly election,
when Adhikari defeated
then Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee in the constituency.
Reacting to the victory,
Adhikari congratulated Rath
and described the result as a
historic mandate. He credit-
ed the party’s organisational
efforts and attributed the
outcome to public support
for the BJP’s leadership and
development agenda. These
were the BJP’s political in-
terpretations of the verdict;
the result itself does not
establish that every voter

supported the party for the
same reason.

The outcome also drew
criticism from the opposi-
tion. CPI(M) state secretary
Mohammed Salim alleged
irregularities in the by-
election and questioned the
circumstances  surround-
ing the BJP’s victory. Such
allegations and the party’s
response remain matters of
political dispute and should
be distinguished from the
officially declared result.

The BJP also won the Reji-
nagar Assembly by-election
in Murshidabad district,
extending its success across
both constituencies con-
tested in the state. Together,
the results provided the
party with an additional op-
portunity to consolidate its
position in the West Bengal
Assembly and intensified
political debate over the
state’s changing electoral
landscape.
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food news on dues, says GM
shivakumar after 63T meet

New Delhi. (Agency)

Karnataka Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar said on Thursday that
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has given him some
“good news” on the state’s long-
pending dues. He. however,
declined to share details of the
“good news”.Addressing the media
after the GST Council meeting in
New Delhi on Thursday, the CM
said that he had raised Karnataka’s
pending arrears with the Finance
Minister.Pressed  for specifics,
Shivakumar said, “I will not say
anything more about it now. I will
speak later.” He described the meet-
ing as having gone “very well” and
said members had accepted the
points raised by Karnataka.The
Council also discussed whether
criminal cases should be registered
and arrests made against those who
fail to pay GST. Shivakumar argued
that the process should follow the

Victory smiles on those who adapt: IAF chief on

rules and provisions applicable
under the income tax law, and that
officials should not arrest traders
unnecessarily. Instead, he said, the
amount due should be recovered

from them. The discussion conclud-
ed that arrests were not appropriate,
he said, with all states except one
agreeing.Shivakumar’s attendance
also draws attention to an unusual
feature of Karnataka’s governance.
A highly placed source pointed out
that Chief Ministers of large north-

gvolving technology, modern warfare

National

ern states such as Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh do not usually hold the
finance portfolio. In Karnataka, by
contrast, CMs have often kept it
themselves, a practice said to have
been started by Ramakrishna Hegde,
who preferred to hold Finance dur-
ing his tenure. In the north, the
source said, CMs tend to keep the
Home portfolio, seen as the visible
sign of power. Instead, he said, the
amount due should be recovered
from them. The discussion conclud-
ed that arrests were not appropriate,
he said, with all states except one
agreeing.Shivakumar’s attendance
also draws attention to an unusual
feature of Karnataka’s governance.
A highly placed source pointed out
that Chief Ministers of large north-
ern states such as Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh do not usually hold the
finance portfolio.

RANCHI | 10 October 2026 3

India reacts to US move on [T firms, says J D
Vance's remark ‘deeply offensive’

New Delhi(Agency)

A day after the US suspended eight
IT firms, including Tata Consultancy
Services, Infosys and Wipro, from a
programme to apply for green cards
for foreign workers, India said on
Friday that the steps “do not advance
the shared ambitions” of both coun-
tries.

The Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) also referred to US Vice-
President J D Vance terming foreign
workers hired on H1-B visas “for-
eign indentured servants”, saying
that resorting to terminology that
carries painful historical and colo-
nial legacy connotations is “deeply
offensive”.

The Indian response came a day
after the US administration suspend-
ed some of the largest IT outsourc-
ing firms in the world from the
Permanent Labour Certification
Programme, also referred to as
PERM (Program Electronic Review
Management). PERM is a key provi-
sion used by American employers to
sponsor foreign workers for perma-

Rift Within Trinamool Rebel Camp? MP
Who Led Exodus Skips Group's Meet

India said the US move to suspend
eight Indian IT firms from a pro-
gramme to apply for green cards
for foreign workers did not
‘advance the shared ambitions’ of
both countries.

nent residency, with several Indian
IT companies also relying on the
system.“It should also be clear that
talent mobility adds value to both

economies. While it creates opportu-
nities for Indians, it equally helps
US companies with cutting-edge tal-
ent, innovation, research, productiv-
ity, competitiveness and job cre-
ation, besides creating shareholder
wealth in the US. This is therefore
an area of tremendous mutual bene-
fit for the two countries and our
expectation is that all stakeholders in
this process can appreciate this fact.
The steps announced by the US do
not advance the shared ambitions.

CBI takes over Kerala Rs 65-crore
co-op deposit scam probe
New Delhi (Agency)

interstate nature of the

IAF Chief stressed the need to
anticipate shifts in warfare and
adapt to emerging technologies
saving global conflicts and
Operation Sindoor had reinforced
the importance of air power in
safeguarding national interests.

New Delhi (Agency)

Victory belongs to those
who anticipate changes in
the nature of warfare
and adapt accordingly,
Indian Air Force
(IAF) Chief Air Chief &

Marshal AP Singh |

said on Friday, stress-
ing the growing
importance
power in modern con-
flicts.

Addressing a seminar [
on the “Central Role
of Air Power in the
Evolving Battlespace”,
Singh said the two major
ongoing conflicts around
the world, along with
India's experience during
Operation Sindoor last

[ ETET A LE] [ |Ride Goes To Court, Says Raid
|llegal, Agency Had No Approval

of air [

year, had reinforced the
primacy of air power.

The seminar, hosted by a
defence think-tank at the
Air Force Auditorium in
Subroto Park, Delhi, was
held alongside the multi-
lateral air exercise Tarang
Shakti, currently under-
way at Jodhpur Air Force
Station in Rajasthan.

Seven foreign countries,

including the US, France,
Germany and Australia,
are participating in the
second edition of the
exercise hosted by the
IAF, with their air assets.
The US F-35 multi-role

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant

Mann's 0SD Rajbir Singh Ghuman

registered a First Information
Report around 11.50 pm on
October 5 and conducted a

stealth fighter jet is taking
part in the exercise for the
first time.

At the seminar, the IAF
chief emphasised the need
to anticipate changes in
warfare  rather  than
respond after they have
occurred.“If one doesn't
anticipate changes and
waits for them to happen
and then adapt, then
maybe it will be a bit
late,” he said, highlight-
ing the rapidly evolving
nature of technology
and warfare.On
Thursday, Singh led
celebrations marking

- 8| the IAF's 94th anniver-

sary at a grand ceremo-
i ny at Hindan Air Base
in  Ghaziabad, Uttar

Pradesh.Earlier,
addressing the Air Force
Day event, he said con-
flicts in different parts of
the world had demonstrat-
ed that air power was the
primary means of protect-
ing national interests.

search was carried out from
around 5.50 pm on October 6 to
4 am on October 7, when neither

New Delhi (Agency)
The rebel TMC MPs who
merged with the little-
known NCPI have sought
two more weeks to
respond to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om  Birla's
notices on a petition seek-
ing their disqualification
under the anti-defection
law, even as signs have
emerged of a clear rift
within the group.

Twenty MPs  from
Mamata Banerjee's party
had defected and merged
with the NCPI to support
the ruling NDA in
Parliament after the
Trinamool's defeat in the
Assembly polls.

The grouping met in
Kolkata on Thursday
afternoon to discuss its
strategy, but its leader
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar
skipped the meet, which
was organised by MP
Sudip Bandyopadhyay at
a hotel in Kolkata.

There has been specula-

tion about a rift within the
rebel bloc. The rumours
have been further fuelled
by Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar
skipping the meeting.

Has learnt that the MPs
who attended the meeting
include Jagadish Basunia,
Abu Taher Khan, Bapi
Haldar, Sharmila Sarkar,
Khalilur Rahman, Sudip
Bandopadhyay, Shatabdi
Roy, Prasun Banerjee,
Rachana Banerjee and
Arup Chakraborty.

NCPI MP  Rachana
Banerjee, however, down-
played the meeting, call-
ing it "just a pre-puja get-
together". But sources

said the issue of seeking
an extension to reply to
the Lok Sabha Speaker
was on the agenda.While
speaking to , actor-turned-
MP Rachana Banerjee
said, "It's just a pre-puja
meeting, we wanted to
catch up and discuss some
of the issues".

Rachana Banerjee also
spoke about seeking addi-
tional time to reply to the
Speaker. She said, "That is
the party policy. It was a
mutual decision".When
asked about many MPs
skipping the meeting,
Rachana Banerjee said:
"All 20 MPs are together.

The CBI has taken over
the investigation into an
alleged Rs 65-crore
investment scam involv-
ing Viswadeepthi Multi
State Agri Co-operative
Society Ltd after the
Kerala High Court
ordered a central probe.
Officials said the agency
has begun registering
the case and collecting
records from state inves-
tigators. The case relates
to allegations that the
society collected
deposits from the public
by promising interest
rates of 12 to 14.5 per
cent, but later failed to
return  the  money,
including the principal
amounts. The High
Court ordered the trans-
fer of the probe to the
CBI after depositors
sought its intervention,
citing the number of
cases, the amount
involved and the alleged

transactions.

CBI officials said the
agency's Anti-
Corruption  Unit in

Kochi registered an FIR
on September 29 under
various provisions of the
Banning of Unregulated
Schemes Act

Deposit

and the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita for alleged
criminal conspiracy and
cheating. The FIR was
filed before the Special
Court for BUDS Act
cases in Kochi. The case
names 12 accused,
including the society
and 11 of its board
members and promoters.

The reshuffle
affects health

trans p,

education, food

L-Gtransfers 22 1AS officers in major
bureaucraticrejig, DTC gets new MD

New Delhi (Agency)

Lieutenant-Governor
Taranjit Singh Sandhu has
made sweeping reshuffle

has moved the Punjab and Haryana
High Court challenging the CBI

search at his family residence in
village Gharachon, Sangrur,
within 24 hours, without secur-

he nor his family members were
present at the residence. He has
also questioned the manner of

safetv and civic
administration

of 34 TAS and DANICS
officers in health, educa-
tion, transport, food safe-
ty, waste management and

with changes

civic

administration

investigationand search ing the statutory approval the search and seizure proceed-

conducted at hisresidencein ings, alleging that only one

Sanerur. independent witness was pres-
ent.

Chandigarh (Agency)

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh
Ghuman has moved the Punjab
and Haryana High Court chal-
lenging the CBI investigation
and search conducted at his resi-
dence in Sangrur. The agency, he
contended, acted without obtain-
ing the mandatory prior approval
under Section 17A of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

In his petition filed on Thursday,
Ghuman has alleged that the CBI

Mann's OSD Rajbir

under the

without

required under Section 17A.
Ghuman has claimed that the

The petition argues that Section
17A bars a police officer from
conducting any inquiry or
investigation into allegations

Corruption Act against a public
servant, where the allegations
relate to a recommendation
made or decision taken in the
discharge of official duties,
prior
approval. The exception is an
on-the-spot arrest in a trap case,
which, according to Ghuman,
does not apply here.

Prevention of

government

including Niharika

Rai getting

additional chargeo
DTC chairman and
managing director
and Rupesh Kumar

Thakur being
moved to DUSIB.

departments, according to
an order issued on
Thursday.

Among the most signifi-
cant changes, Rupesh
Kumar Thakur, who held
the post of secretary
(health and family wel-
fare) along with addition-
al charge of CEO, Delhi
Urban Shelter
Improvement Board
(DUSIB), has now been
moved to serve solely as
CEO of DUSIB.

Niharika Rai, secretary-
cum-commissioner (trans-

port), has been given
additional charge as chair-
man and managing direc-
tor of the Delhi Transport
Corporation, while being
divested of her -earlier
charge as secretary of
tourism. The move places
the city’s public bus serv-
ice directly under an offi-
cer already overseeing the
broader transport portfo-
lio.

In the health sector,
Mekala Chaitanya Prasad,

special secretary (health),
has been given additional
charge of special secre-
tary (PWD), a move that
divests Suneel Anchipaka
of that responsibility. Ajay
Kumar Gupta, commis-
sioner (food safety),
retains that role while
gaining additional charge
as managing director of
the  Delhi  Transco
Limited, chairman of
IPGCL and PPCL, and
chairman.

UP:Noida Airport to be renamed after PM Narendra Modi, announces (M Yogi Adityanath

Lucknow (Agency)

The Uttar Pradesh cabinet has
approved a proposal to rename the
Noida International Airport at Jewar
in Gautam Buddh Nagar district as
the ‘Narendra Modi International
Airport, Noida-Jewar’. Announcing
the cabinet's decision on Friday,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
thanked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for bringing this mega green-

field project to the state. "The UP
Cabinet is grateful to the Prime
Minister for gifting the state the
Noida International Airport (Jewar);
this is set to become Uttar Pradesh's
largest airport and, in the future, the
country's largest aviation hub.
Consequently, the Cabinet has also
passed a proposal to rename the
Noida International Airport as the
Narendra Modi  International

Airport, Noida-Jewar," CM Yogi
said.

Jewar airport

Notably, the Jewar airport was offi-
cially inaugurated by PM Modi on
March 28 this year. It is the second
international airport in the National
Capital Region (NCR), after Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International Airport.
It is located about 72 km from the
Indira Gandhi International Airport,

52 km from Noida, and 130 km
from Agra. The Noida airport is
expected to benefit a vast region

encompassing Agra, Mathura,
Aligarh,  Ghaziabad, Meerut,
Etawah, Bulandshahr, and
Faridabad.

Phase 1 of the Noida International
Airport has been developed at an

estimated investment of around Rs
11,200 crore.
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West Asia again tests limits -

of military power

On September 30, the last American troops
assigned to the mission against Islamic State left
Iraq—23 years after the invasion. Baghdad
celebrated, but the harder question remains: can the
State disarm militias on its own soil?

Across West Asia, the same gap between military
power and political authority persists. Israel holds
most of Gaza but has not ended Hamas.
Washington has choked Iran’s oil exports but
cannot force a deal. Riyadh can bomb Yemen but
has not broken the Houthis’ hold on Bab al-
Mandeb. The thesis is simple: force wins battles,
not political settlements.

The withdrawal followed a timetable negotiated
before the current war with Iran. After departing in
2011, American forces returned in 2014 to fight
Islamic State. The latest exit allows Iran-aligned
factions to claim victory. But Iranian dominance is
hardly assured—Iraq’s competing interests and
nationalism matter. Even so, the test is whether
Baghdad can bring armed factions under effective
State authority by its revised June 2027 deadline.
That task goes beyond collecting weapons. Some
factions are embedded within publicly-funded
security institutions while maintaining
independent command structures and economic
interests. Kurdish concerns about lost air defences
and surviving Islamic State cells compound the
risks. At the same time, Iraq’s dependence on
Iranian gas and on dollar access via its central
bank’s New York Federal Reserve account
preserves the leverage of both Tehran and
Washington.The Iran war makes this transition
hazardous. US-Israeli attacks began on February
28, killing Iran’s supreme leader and damaging its
military capabilities. April’s ceasefire ended 40
days of full-scale fighting, but diplomacy failed to
secure a durable settlement. Meanwhile, Tehran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps-backed
system has survived, despite sanctions and a US
maritime blockade. Its capacity to threaten
neighbouring infrastructure remains
significant. Tehran’s internal divisions now
complicate negotiations, while reports of a third
American carrier group heading towards the region
and Iran’s preparations for renewed fighting
underscore the risk. Neither diplomacy nor military
pressure has secured an exit yet.

At Hormuz, more oil is flowing. American
protection along routes through Omani waters,
alternative pipelines and ship-to-ship transfers
have helped exports recover. Yet attacks persist,
refined-product flows remain weak, and gas
shipments lag well below normal levels. Restored
volumes do not signal restored security. For that
reason, the G7’s planned release of 100 million
barrels from emergency stocks may cushion prices,
but it cannot resolve the insecurity that keeps
freight and insurance costs high.At the other end of
the Arabian peninsula, Houthi advances along
Yemen’s Red Sea coast have strengthened their
leverage around Bab al-Mandeb. Their gains are
both territorial in Yemen and strategic against
Saudi Arabia. Coastal control lets them threaten the
waterway’s southern approaches; it does not confer
sovereignty over the strait or indicate that all
shipping has stopped.

The geography leaves Riyadh exposed. Its East-
West pipeline bypasses Hormuz by carrying crude
to Yanbu, but tankers sailing from there towards
Asia still have to navigate the Bab al-Mandeb.
Moreover, the pipeline’s disruption by drones
launched from Iraqi territory illustrates how the
fronts overlap. An alternative route offers limited
reassurance, as its infrastructure and exit remain
vulnerable.For Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, this threatens the confidence
underpinning Vision 2030. Investment and tourism

There is something deeply unsettling about the state of
education in India today. What we are witnessing on the
streets and within educational institutions across the
country are not isolated disturbances; they are symptoms
of an anxiety that can no longer be ignored.

Never before have so many young people entered
universities, competed in examinations, accumulated
degrees and been asked to dream of a better future. Yet

contradiction especially visible as a student may spend
years preparing for a competitive exam only to confront a
leaked paper, a postponed test, a cancelled result or a
recruitment process that seems to have no predictable
end. When this happens, the student is not merely facing
an administrative inconvenience. Something more
fundamental is shaken within them and that is the belief
that effort will be met with fairness.

beneath this unprecedented expansion lies a growing This helps explain the intensity of student anxiety across

unease. Students worry that a flawed or manipulated
exam can alter their lives overnight; that recruitment
processes may remain uncertain for years; that
the cost of education and living will keep rising;
and that, even after doing everything society has
asked of them, there may be no place waiting for
them.This is why Paulo Freire feels remarkably
contemporary. Reading Pedagogy of the
Oppressed alongside Pedagogy of Hope offers us
more than a critique of education. It gives us a
language to understand the unease of India’s
students and, perhaps, to recognise that what
appears as student unrest may also be a deeper
crisis of an educational system that has expanded
access without necessarily expanding agency,
dignity and hope.Freire begins with a
deceptively simple proposition that education is
never only about knowledge, it also shapes how
we understand ourselves and the world around
us. It tells us whose knowledge counts, which questions
are legitimate and what kinds of authority should go
unquestioned. His famous critique of the “banking model
of education” is more profound than a criticism of dull
classrooms. In this model, the teacher deposits
knowledge and the student receives it. The student learns
to reproduce rather than interrogate, to remember rather
than investigate, to answer rather than ask.

The danger is not simply that such an education produces
unimaginative students but it can also make the existing
social order appear natural. If knowledge always comes
from above, perhaps authority does too. If the student’s
role is to receive, perhaps the citizen’s role is also to obey
and this has particular resonance in India, where
education is simultaneously an instrument of
emancipation and a mechanism through which
inequalities can be reproduced.For crores of young
Indians, education remains the most credible route out of
inherited disadvantage. But the quality of schooling,
access to technology, command over English, coaching
opportunities, university networks and even the ability to
remain in education for longer are distributed unequally.
The promise of merit therefore often hides very unequal
starting points and the dominant section of the society
prefers to ignore it.The exam system makes this

the country. We often describe it as an individual
psychological problem, as pressure, stress or fear of

failure. But some of that anxiety is institutional, as it is
produced by uncertainty in the systems on which young
people have been asked to build their lives.

Consider the message conveyed by repeated disruptions in

exams and recruitment. Students are told to work harder
and compete better, as though success depends entirely
on individual effort. Yet no amount of preparation can
compensate for a cancelled exam, an unavailable vacancy
or an arbitrary institutional decision. The individual is
made responsible for outcomes that are, in significant
measure, systemic.Freire helps us see why this matters.
Domination does not always arrive in dramatic form
because it can be embedded in procedures that appear
neutral and in arrangements that are described as simply
“the way things are”. The most powerful hierarchy may
be the one nobody is encouraged to question. That is why
student protest deserves to be understood differently.

When students protest exam irregularities, recruitment

delays, unaffordable accommodation or discrimination,
their anger is often dismissed as impatience or political
provocation. But what if the protest is itself a demand for
education to honour its promise?A university cannot ask
young people to trust institutions while giving them
repeated reasons not to. Nor can it tell students that merit
is the great equaliser while ignoring the unequal
conditions under which merit is produced and judged.

Let due process reveal if key ECI calls were taken by consensus

Students need to challenge stasis

Seen this way, the apparently separate grievances of
students begin to acquire a common thread. The demand
for a fair examination, a timely recruitment process,
affordable education or a dignified campus experience is
also a demand for institutional credibility.And this is
where Pedagogy of Hope becomes essential because, for
Freire, hope is not passive optimism but the conviction
that history remains unfinished, that the present is not
destiny. Hope begins when people understand that
institutions and social arrangements made by human
beings can also be changed by human beings.

This is precisely what education should cultivate, yet
much of our educational culture teaches the opposite
lesson. Students are encouraged to secure a degree,
clear the exam, obtain employment and move ahead.
The emphasis is overwhelmingly on adaptation:
learn the rules, perform well, compete successfully.
There is nothing wrong with preparing young people
for employment. However, the problem begins when
employability becomes the sole purpose of
education.A democratic university must also teach
students to ask why the rules exist, whom they serve
and whether they can be improved. It must make
room for disagreement without treating
disagreement as disorder and it must allow students
to discover that questioning an institution can
sometimes be a way of strengthening it.

This also changes how we should thin about the
anxiety of India’s students. Their restlessness may not
simply be a failure of resilience. It may reflect an acute
awareness of the distance between the promises made to
them and the opportunities actually available.We tell
young people that education will transform their lives.
They are therefore entitled to ask whether the institutions
entrusted with that education are worthy of their trust. A
student who questions a recruitment delay is not
necessarily being disruptive. One who challenges
discrimination is not necessarily being divisive. And one
who demands accountability from a university is not
necessarily hostile to the institution or to the rule of law.
More often than not, dissent is simply the first language of
citizenship.Freire’s lasting contribution is to remind us
that learning can serve two very different purposes. It can
teach people to adjust themselves to an existing reality, or
it can give them the intellectual and moral resources to
question and transform it. At this juncture, can we really
deny that India needs the latter?

Our students do not need institutions that merely prepare
them to survive the world as it is. They need the
intellectual freedom to imagine a fairer and more just
world, and the confidence and capacity to participate in
creating it. That is learning against the status quo and that
is what makes a democracy worthy of'its citizens.

The Supreme Court has, for now, refused to pass any ex parte order against Kumar, instead issuing
notices to him, the ECl and the law ministry to file their affidavits before the next hearing on October 27

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi became the face of the
opposition’s protest in Delhi on Tuesday against Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar and his
controversial special intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls. Climbing atop multi-layer steel
barricades and waving the tricolour, he personified the
national political resistance against SIR, having
consistently attacked the poll body for years over what
he called ‘vote theft’ under Kumar’s watch as CEC.
Rahul then slipped out of the police cordon and entered
the premises of Akashvani Bhavan, adjacent to the
Election Commission of India’s office, along with
sister Priyanka and others. They were later briefly
detained. However, there was no untoward event,
unlike the pitched battles and police firing during the
campaign against the NEET-UG paper leak a few
months ago.The mass mobilisation came a day after the
Supreme Court denied having allowed the ECI to
modify the statutory Form 6, the document used for voter
enrolment, in its May 27 judgement on Bihar’s SIR. A
declaration attached to Form 6 became contentious after

require stability;

THE third anniversary of the October 7, 2023, massacre
in Israel comes at an unusual time. Opposition parties are
asking Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to respond to
allegations that Egypt and the UAE had warned him
about an imminent attack by Hamas just days before it
happened. His refusal to allow an independent State
Commission of Inquiry has only fuelled speculation
about what he knew about the attack and when he knew
about it.

With the Israeli elections coming up on October 27, the
near-tragedy of the flydubai flight to Tel Aviv last week
has also been thrown into the political scrum. The
Opposition in Israel is calling the episode an intelligence
failure, even as Netanyahu is co-opting the undoubted
valour of Capt Smit Machchhar to present himself as the
resolute leader in the face of a 9/11-type suicide
mission.For Netanyahu, the forthcoming elections are
more than a matter of political survival. They are also his
“stay out of jail” card as he faces criminal charges of
bribery, fraud and breach of trust in Israeli courts and an
arrest warrant for war crimes issued by the International
Criminal Court. Opinion polls predict a close race. In a
development that reminds us of events closer to home,
Israel’s Supreme Court announced a unanimous verdict
on October 2, overturning a decision of the Central
Elections Committee to disqualify two Arab-majority
parties from running in the elections.October 7 also
reminds us that it is almost a year since US President
Donald Trump announced the Gaza Peace Agreement in
Sharm el-Sheikh on October 25, 2025. It secured the
release of all Israeli hostages but has failed to alleviate the
plight of the Palestinians, who continue to face near-daily
attacks despite the supposed ceasefire. Israel has taken
effective control of the fertile eastern part of Gaza through
its “Yellow Line’ buffer zone, with Netanyahu boasting

the other two election commissioners, Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, reportedly objected to it.
However, the ECI later claimed the declaration was part
of the Bihar SIR, which had been upheld by the Supreme

Three years on, Israel has less leeway

The world is speaking up against the illegality of Israeli actions after 2023 Hamas attack

that he has instructed the Israeli Defence Forces to expand
this newly occupied zone from 60% of Gaza to 70%.

Even before October 7, 2023, the two million inhabitants
of Gaza lived in one of the most crowded places on earth,
barely 41 km long and 6-12 km wide. It was called the
world’s largest open-air prison because land, air and sea
access were controlled by Israel. And now, the same
population has been squeezed into ramshackle tents on a
narrow coastal strip without access to sanitation,
healthcare or education. Google Maps contrasting the
period before and after October 7 are a stark reminder of
the destruction wrought in Gaza by Israel’s genocidal
campaign. The aim, articulated frequently by several
Israeli leaders, is to “encourage the voluntary departure of
Palestinians.”Meanwhile, the pogroms being launched by

extremist Jewish settlers against Palestinians in the
occupied West Bank with much the same objective have
become the latest flashpoint. The intent behind the tenders
for the controversial E1 settlement envisaging 1,200
Jewish homes in its first phase is clear. Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich says E1 will eventually take the Jewish
settler population in the West Bank to one million and
definitively “bury the idea of a Palestinian state.”

Much of this is happening in plain sight. And the ripples
are now being felt in faraway Washington DC. For
decades, strong bipartisan support in Congress had given
Israel a unique diplomatic cover that even allowed
Netanyahu to defy the wishes of an incumbent US
President and make his case against Iran directly to a joint
session of Congress. That bipartisan support has clearly

Court. The court also refused to pass any ex parte
order against Kumar, instead issuing notices to him,
the ECI and the law ministry to file their affidavits
before the next hearing on October 27. It further
sought the file notings on all SIR-related orders to
verify whether they were unanimous. If any decision
was taken unilaterally, the court assured it would
annul it.

The file notings could possibly unravel differences of
opinion within the ECI on critical SIR-related
matters and how they were reconciled, if the poll
body’s claim that all final decisions were taken by
consensus is anything to go by. Chances are they
would also reveal the “naraz fufa” (disgruntled
uncle) who allegedly leaked the rumblings within the
ECI to the media. Kumar can only blame himself for
the perception of arrogance in his dealings with the
opposition so far. Files ought to show whether or not

he gave equal respect to his fellow election

commissioners. Let the relevant official records speak for
themselves. That’s worth waiting for.

frayed.A Bill in the US Senate requiring the President to
report to Congress on increasing violence in the occupied
West Bank was narrowly defeated (51-47) on September
29, with as many as 46 out of 47 Democrats voting in
favour of the proposed legislation. The politicians are
listening to their voters. A Pew opinion poll in July
revealed that 60% of American adults have an
unfavourable view of Israel, with those under 30
expressing a more favourable view of the Palestinian
people (58%) than of the Israelis (32%). Among young
Democrats, the gap is even starker — 72% favour
Palestinians and just 26% prefer Israelis.

Clearly, the world is watching, and beginning to speak up
loud and clear against the manifest illegality of Israeli
actions. The recently concluded 81st session of the UN
General Assembly saw France, the UK, Italy, Denmark,
Spain, Ireland and half'a dozen other European countries
condemn the expansion of illegal settlements and
threaten trade restrictions and other sanctions against
products and services emanating from these settlements.
These countries have traditionally been some of Israel’s
staunchest allies, rather than the Asian or African states
that could be airily dismissed as the usual suspects.

India, historically one of the most vocal supporters of the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, has been
largely missing in action, even though we continue to
provide financial, medical and technical aid to the
Palestinian Authority in Ramallah. Our expanding
defence and intelligence partnership with Israel is, of
course, a vital part of our national security architecture;
our categorical denunciation of the 2023 Hamas terror
attack was the right thing to do. But speaking up against
the horrors in Gaza and the occupied West Bank and
calling out the illegality of the attack on Iran is also the
right thing to do.
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CM Vijay announces

Dream Olympics 2036
scheme as Tamil Nadu
set for sports facelift

New Delhi. (Agency)

Tamil Nadu, under the leadership of
Chief Minister Vijay, has launched an
ambitious initiative, titled Dream
Olympics 2036, to identify and nur-
ture athletes capable of winning
medals at the Olympic and
Paralympic Games. The programme
was announced on Thursday at a
felicitation ceremony for Asian
Games medallists from the state at
The Leela Palace in Chennai. This is
in continuation with Vijay's encour-
agement to the athletes who per A
statewide talent identification drive
for children aged between eight and
18 will form the foundation of the ini-
tiative. The objective is to identify
promising athletes in every district

and integrate them into a structured
sports development system.

The state has proposed setting up 10
Olympic training centres to support
the development of identified talent.
A flagship Olympic city is also
planned to provide athletes with
access to high-performance training
facilities and prepare them for elite-
level competition.

“The stadiums that were built during
J. Jayalalithaa’s time are very old. We
need to build good infrastructure and
rehabilitation centres. There is no
centre for physically challenged
sportspersons. Our priority is to build
a sound ecosystem around sportsper-
sons. With that in mind, we have
increased the sports budget.

Chief selector Ajit
Agarkar's report
card: Was the
present unkind to
him?

New Delhi. (Agency)

The words on Rohit Sharma’s T-shirt
were difficult to miss: “Non-commit-
tal?” The former India captain was
promoting his latest television show
when the shirt caught the internet’s
attention in September, and the reac-
tion was swift. Fans linked it to the
debate over his place in the 2027 ODI
World Cup and to comments widely
attributed to Ajit Agarkar, who had
been at the centre of discussions
around the futures of Rohit and Virat
Kohli. Some read it as a pointed reply
to the chief selector. There was, how-
ever, no confirmation from Rohit that
it was meant as a dig at Agarkar, nor
any evidence that he had privately told
Agarkar he was non-committal about
the World Cup. Whether he intended it
that way is almost beside the point.
The online narrative had already taken
shape, and a T-shirt was all it needed
to spring back to life. It was a neat
illustration of what Agarkar’s three
years as chief selector had become. A
decision would be made, a player’s
future would turn into a talking point,
and Agarkar would find himself at the

centre of the argument. Sometimes the
criticism was about the cricket, some-
times about the way a decision was
perceived, and often the two were
impossible to separate.

Agarkar’s tenure ended on October 4,
2026, with three ICC titles to his
name: the 2024 T20 World Cup, the
2025 Champions Trophy and the 2026
T20 World Cup. India also reached the
final of the 2023 ODI World Cup.
These are not small achievements for a
selection committee to have overseen.
Yet when Gautam Gambhir wrote that
“history will be kinder” to Agarkar, it
was that line that stood out. Why
would history need to be kinder to a
selector whose tenure had delivered so
much? Was the present really unkind
to him? Senior Managing Editor and
Head of SportsTak Vikrant Gupta does
not quite buy the premise.

NZvs IND: New Zealand hit by double injury blow ahead of India 201 series

New Zealand will begin the India T20I series without Mark
New Zealand have brought in replacements, Blair Tickner and Josh Clarkson.

suffered injuries.

New Delhi. (Agency)

New Zealand have suffered two injury set-
backs ahead of their five-match T20I series
against India, with Mark Chapman and Zak
Foulkes ruled out of the upcoming contest.
New Zealand Cricket (NZC) confirmed on
Friday that the pair would miss the series
after sustaining hamstring and hip flexor
injuries, respectively. Chapman tore his left
hamstring while playing in the inaugural edi-
tion of the European T20 Premier League
(ETPL). While the injury has ruled him out
of the T20I assignments against India, the
batter is expected to be available for the sub-
sequent five-match ODI series. Foulkes,
meanwhile, sustained an injury to his right
hip flexor during a training session with
Canterbury. His recovery timeline remains
uncertain, with New Zealand Cricket yet to
determine when the pacer could return to
action. The Black Caps have named all-
rounder Josh Clarkson and fast bowler Blair
Tickner as replacements for the injured duo.
New Zealand head coach Rob Walter
expressed his satisfaction at having the two
players back in the squad ahead of the chal-
lenging assignment against India.

"I'm gutted for Mark and Zak and I wish

them both a smooth recovery,” said Walter.
“We’re fortunate to be able to lean on the
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expertise of Josh and Blair. I know they’re
both very excited to be involved in what’s

shaping up to be an epic T20 series.” The

Chapman and Zak Foulkes after the duo

T20I series begins on October 22 and
promises to be an exciting contest, with the
two sides renewing their rivalry after facing
each other in the final of the T20 World Cup
earlier this year. India emerged victorious in
that summit clash and will look to carry their
momentum into the upcoming tour. Mitchell
Santner will captain the New Zealand side,
which features a mix of established players
and emerging talent. Opening batters Tim
Seifert and Finn Allen will be among the
players to watch, having shown encouraging
form in recent outings. The five T20Is will be
held across Christchurch, Wellington,
Auckland and Hamilton. The teams will then
compete in five ODIs and two Test matches,
making the Indian team's upcoming New
Zealand tour an extended assignment span-
ning more than a month.
UPDATED NEW ZEALAND SQUAD
FOR INDIA T20IS

Mitchell Santner (C), Finn Allen, Michael
Bracewell, Josh Clarkson, Devon Conway,
Jacob Dufty, Lockie Ferguson, Matt Henry,
Bevon Jacobs, Kyle Jamieson, Adam Milne,
Daryl Mitchell, Glenn Phillips, Tim Seifert,
Nathan Smith, Blair Tickner.

Tellyour story: Pat Gummins unfazed by
sandpapergate revelations inKhawaja's hook

Pat Cummins says Usman Khawaja is free to tell his story and is unfazed about the prospect of having new sand-

aper gate revelations coming to light in the former Australia opener's autobiography.

New Delhi. (Agency)
Australia captain Pat Cummins is
unfazed about the potential reve-
lations about the Sandpapergate
scandal in Usman Khawaja's
book, insisting that his side has
moved on from the scandal.
Australia are set to face South
Africa in South Africa in a Test
series for the first time since the
scandal in 2018.

Khawaja’s autobiography, Sabr,
is scheduled to hit the shelves on
November 10, following the end
of Australia’s three-Test tour of
South Africa. According to a
report by Code Sports, the for-
mer Australia opener has already
discussed the book’s contents
with Cummins, although the
details remain under wraps.
Cummins acknowledged that he
had discussed the autobiography
and its contents with Khawaja,
but said he wasn't bothered by
the possibility of fresh details
emerging about the ball-tamper-
ing scandal. The Australia cap-
tain added that he had already
addressed questions on the con-

past eight-and-a-half

response was],

m

fine.

MOVED ON'

suspensions  to
Warner and Bancroft
for their roles in an -~
incident that “

first time since the 2018

Sandpapergate scandal, with the top
two WTC sides set for a high-stakes

three-Test series. South Africa will

begin their homecoming as world

champions, while Australia eye

redemption after their defeat in last
year's WTC final.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Eight years after one of the darkest episodes
in Australian cricket, the rivalry with South
Africa returns to the Test arena with the
stakes higher than ever. Australia begin a

troversy countless times over the

"Yeah, Uz gave me a buzz a few
weeks back, [saying] that he's b
releasing a book," said Cummins
at the pre-match press confer-
ence. "He didn't go back into too
much detail. He just basically
gave me a heads-up that he's
doing a book. As always, [my

'No worries, |
you can tell your story. That's

'AUSTRALIA HAVE

Cummins and Khawaja were
both part of Australia's squad for
the controversial Cape Town Test
in 2018, where television cam-
eras captured Cameron Bancroft
using sandpaper on the ball.

The scandal led to Steven Smith
stepping down as captain and
David Warner relinquishing the
vice-captaincy. Cricket Australia
subsequently handed lengthy
Smith,

years.

damaged the sport's reputation.
When pressed about his conver-
sation with Khawaja and the

Cummins said that the best per-
son to answer would be the for-
mer Aussie opener. "I'm not too
sure. You'll need to ask him. It
was obviously a long time ago.
All the investigations and every-
thing was done back then. I
answered every question a mil-
lion times. It was dealt with
then.""All I can say is [that] as a
group, we've moved on. [I am]
very happy with the last eight or
nine years, how we've been as a
group and evolved, and obvious-
ly my focus is on captaining the
cricket team," said Cummins.
The sandpaper gate has dominat-
ed the headlines going into the
series, with South African
broadcaster Supersport stoking
the fire by releasing the full
video of the incident on
social media.
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Australia return to South Africa for the  Qctober 9, their first Test tour of South Africa
since the infamous 2018 Sandpapergate

series. But this is no longer simply about set-
tling old scores. The series brings together
the top two teams in the current World Test
Championship (WTC) standings, while also
reprising last year's WTC final, where South
Africa beat Australia by five wickets at
Lord's. A year later, the Australians have an
opportunity to strike back on South African
soil. The 2018 tour remains impossible to
ignore. Steve Smith, David Warner and
Cameron Bancroft were suspended after
Australia were caught using sandpaper to
illegally alter the ball. The scandal led to
bans, resignations and a lasting stain on
Australian cricket.

Eight years later, only a handful of players
from that era remain. Pat Cummins, Josh
Hazlewood, Mitchell Starc, Smith and
Matthew Renshaw are the members of
Australia's current touring group who were
also part of the 2018 party.

three-Test series in Durban on Friday,

Hockey India elections
set for December 5
amid in-fighting, row

over state polls

New Delhi. (A%ency)

Hockey India will elect its new office-bearers
for the 2026-2030 term on December 5, with
the federation officially kicking off the pro-
cess. The elections will be held against the
backdrop of the infighting going on within the
federation and growing dispute over the valid-
ity of the member-unit polls and voting rights
across several states. As part of the election
process, newly-appointed HI electoral officer,
Sudhir Tripathi, has directed all permanent

member units to put forward one male and one
female nominee for the federation's electoral
college by October 15. The publication of the
final electoral roll has been set for November
15. The filing of the nominations will take
place between November 22 to 24, with the
draft nominations being announced on
November 24. Following this, objections, if
any, to the draft nominations will be reviewed
before the final nominations list will be
announced on December 1. The withdrawal of
nominations will be possible on the following
day, before the final list of the participants will
be announced on December 3. If the polls are
necessary, then they will take place on
December 5 and the result will come out on the
same day. The move comes amid growing
scrutiny of electoral procedures and the com-
position of electoral colleges across several
state hockey associations, according to a report
from Times Of India. Documents reviewed by
TOI point to complaints, objections to elec-
tions and appeals for intervention in states
including Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat and Assam.Stakeholders
have raised concerns over the conduct of elec-
tions, the eligibility of representatives and
adherence to the National Sports Governance
Act, 2025.

IND vs WI, 2ndT20I Ishan Kishan returns home
W|th Ranchiready for a spectacle

IND vs W1 2nd T20I Preview: Ishan

INDIA HOLD ALL THE ACES

Kishan's Ranchi homecoming adds
intrigue to the second T20I as India look
to extend their lead against West Indies,
who must find answers to India's spin
attack and overcome challenging dew
and weather conditions.

home crowd waiting to see
him back on familiar ground
as India take on West Indies
in the second game of the

New Delhi. (Agency)

Ishan Kishan returns to
Ranchi on Friday, but this
time the welcome will be dif-

India's biggest advantage is the number of ways they can hurt
West Indies. The opening game was not just about Shreyas
Iyer's unbeaten 102; India also chased 172 with 32 balls to
spare, underlining the depth and tempo available across their
batting order. Abhishek Sharma and Sanju Samson can put
pressure on the new-ball attack, while Ishan Kishan, Tilak
Varma and Shivam Dube give India plenty of power through
the middle. That batting depth means West Indies cannot
afford to relax even after making early breakthroughs.

With the ball, India's spinners dictated the middle overs in the
opener, forcing West Indies into mistakes and eventually
bowling them out for 171. Ranchi's conditions could make
that battle particularly interesting, especially if the surface
offers some grip before dew takes over later in the evening.

evening conditions, the visi- will be looking to extend

series. India arrive with a 1-0
lead after making short work
of the visitors in the opener.
Shreyas lyer's unbeaten 102

ferent. The Jharkhand star
will walk out at the JSCA
Stadium as part of India's

T20I setup, with a packed spinners

exposed
@

powered a 172-run chase in
just 14.4 overs, while India's

West

tors have to find a response
quickly. Kishan's homecom-
ing adds an intriguing sub-
plot to a game where India

their winning run and West
Indies will be desperate to

Indies' vulnerability in the
avoid falling further behind.

middle overs. Now, with dew
expected to influence the
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Taapsee

y Pannu

",

On Keeping Wedding To
"~ Mathias Boe Private: “"Why

Should I Have A Public
| Announcement?’

ollywood actress Taapsee Pannu recently spoke about her decision to keep
her wedding to former Danish badminton player Mathias Boe away from
the public eye. She said that she saw no reason to make a formal

announcement about the wedding or release photos and videos from the
celebrations. She also added that she does not want to subject her husband,
Mathias Boe, to public scrutiny.

For the unversed, Taapsee Pannu and Mathias Boe had a court marriage in

p L4
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Deep

eepika Padukone has embraced
motherhood for the second time. The
actor and husband Ranveer Singh
welcomed their second daughter on September
19, nearly two years after the birth of their first
daughter, Dua. The couple announced the news
through a simple Instagram post that read,
“Welcome baby girl! 19]9]2026 Dua. Deepika &
Ranveer."
Motherhood, however, may soon
become more than a personal chapter
for Deepika. We hear the actor is
quietly working on a new initiative
that puts the early years of
motherhood at its centre. Details are
still being kept under wraps, but the
project is said to be closely connected
to her own experience of becoming a
mother of two.
The idea seems to be taking shape with
Savika Patni, a management
professional who has worked across
the US and India. Her professional
background includes healthcare and consumer
businesses, and her recent work has also focused
on women’s health and mum-and-baby health.
Deepika has spoken about balancing motherhood
and her career before and her own work
schedule has continued alongside her growing
family. Earlier this year, she was working on
major projects even during her second
pregnancy. She also featured in a maternity
shoot with Ranveer and Dua in September,
shortly before the birth of their second daughter.

4
/;

ika Padukone

Working On Motherhood-Focused Initiative
After Welcoming Second Child? What We Know

wedding photographs.

personal life.

said.

Wedding Video

&

‘Why Should I Have A Public Announcement?’

In an interaction with Nayandeep Rakshit on his YouTube channel, Taapsee
addressed the decision to keep the wedding private. She explained that she has
always preferred to maintain a distinction between her professional career and

Taapsee Pannu On Leaked

December 2023. They later celebrated their wedding with an intimate ceremony
in Udaipur in March 2024, attended by close friends and family members. The
couple chose to keep the celebrations private and did not release an official set of

“Why should I have a public announcement? I’ve always kept my personal and
professional lives apart.
Not that I want to hide
them, am scared or
embarrassed of them. But
I’ve refrained from
making announcements. |
think it’s personal, and I’d
want to keep it like that. It
feels very weird to put out
a press note or a deck of
photos and videos," she

Despite the couple’s efforts to keep the celebrations private, a video clip from the
wedding eventually surfaced online in April 2024.A video circulating on social
media showed Taapsee’s bridal entry and parts of the varmala ceremony. In the
clip, she was seen wearing a traditional red outfit, while Mathias wore an ivory

| sherwani.Speaking about the video clip getting leaked, Taapsee said, “That was
very embarrassing. But that happens with people who’re not invited by you, but
by your family. Your family wants them to be there, but you maybe don’t know
them enough. Some of them didn’t understand the basic brief given to them.”

She added that she did not want to take away the guests’ phones as she believes it is

very childish. “I would want to believe that those people will value it when I’'m

cordially telling them that even if you click pictures, please don’t post them.

Almost everybody was clicking videos... When you see a picture or a video, it’s

not just about me. It’s about a lot of other people, including my husband, who’s

not the kind of public figure I am. He’s a sports star, but people are not that crazy
about the personal life of the person, especially in this part of the world and the
kind of a sporthe’s in. So, he’s open to the kind of scrutiny I’'m used to," she said.

Deepika Padukone has also been closely
associated with mental health awareness
through The Live Love Laugh Foundation,
which she founded in 2015 after speaking
publicly about her own experience with
depression and anxiety. The foundation works to
create awareness around mental health, reduce
stigma and improve access to support.

Deepika Padukone’s Films

Despite entering another phase of motherhood,
Deepika continues to have major films lined up.
She is set to star opposite Shah Rukh Khan in
King, which is slated for release later this year.
She is also part of Atlee’s Raaka, starring Allu
Arjun.

The film has already made headlines for its use of
motion-capture technology, with the makers
setting a Guinness World Record after capturing
37 performers simultaneously in real time using
92 cameras.

9 Years After Dangal, Aamir Khan To
Return To Japanese Cinema In 2027
With THIS Film

amir Khan, who last had his film in
Japanese cinemas in 2018, is all set to
return to Japan after nearly a decade.
Khan’s 2025 film Sitaare Zameen Par is all set
to release in Japan in spring 2027, nearly a
decade after Dangal was released there in 2018.
The announcement about the same was made
by Japanese distributor Geek Pictures on
September 25,2026.
In a tweet, the production house wrote,
“Distributed by Geek Pictures Indian Film
‘Sitaare! The Miracle Team of Stardust” %

Set for Spring 2027 Release * Starring
#AamirKhan from ‘3 Idiots’! A heartwarming
odeto life filled with laughter and tears * .

Aamir Khan’s Sitaare Zameen Par

Directed by RS Prasanna, Sitaare Zameen Par
tells the heartwarming story of Gulshan Arora
(played by Aamir Khan), a hot-headed
basketball coach assigned to train a team of
adults with intellectual disabilities. What starts
as a punishment soon transforms into a journey
of acceptance, growth, and inclusion. The film
is a spiritual sequel to 2007’s Taare Zameen Par
and is an official Hindi adaptation of the
Spanish hit Campeones.

Interestingly, during the film’s theatrical release,
Aamir had initially stated that it would not
arrive on OTT platforms. Instead, the movie
was later made available on YouTube through a
pay-per-view model for audiences in India and
several international markets, but nine months
after its release, the movie premiered on
SonyLiv.

The film also features performances by Genelia
Deshmukh, Ashish Pendse, Aroush Datta,
Aayush Bhansali, Rishi Shahani, Gopikrishnan
K Varma, Rishabh Jain, Vedant Sharma, Simran
Mangeshkar, Samvit Desai and Naman Misra.

The project is produced by Aamir Khan
Productions along with Aparna Purohit, while
B. Shrinivas Rao and Ravi Bhagchandka also
serve as producers. The screenplay is written by
Divy Nidhi Sharma.

Aamir Khan On Work Front

Aamir Khan is reportedly preparing for another
major physical transformation, this time for
Ashutosh Gowariker’s upcoming sports drama
Lalkaara.

Income Tax Department Raids
Locations Linked To Rakul Preet
Singh, Vashu Bhagnani And

“Panorama Studios

he Income Tax Department has launched
searches at multiple locations linked to

Bollywood actor Rakul Preet Singh, her
father-in-law and film producer Vashu
Bhagnani, and Panorama Studios in Mumbai.
The searches are part of an investigation into
suspected fund irregularities, with officials
examining alleged overseas movement of
money linked to film financing.

According to areport in , the Mumbai Income Tax
Department is carrying out searches at 12
locations. Investigators are checking financial
records, documents and details of transactions
that allegedly involved funds being routed
abroad under the guise of financing film
projects.

Income Tax Searches In Mumbai

Multiple teams from the Mumbai Income Tax
Department are carrying out the searches and
checking documents and financial records.
Officials are also looking into alleged overseas
transactions linked to film projects. The
searches are being conducted at locations linked
to Rakul Preet Singh, Vashu Bhagnani and
Panorama Studios. Further details about the
transactions have not been revealed yet. The
department is currently examining the records as
part of its probe into the suspected irregularities.

Rakul Preet Singh’s Family Had Faced Drug
Case Probe

The Income Tax searches come after another case
involving Rakul Preet Singh’s family last year.
In December 2025, Mumbai Police launched a
hunt for her brother Aman Preet Singh in
connection with a drug case. The action
followed an operation conducted by the Elite
Action Group for Drug Law Enforcement
(EAGLE) Force and West Zone police on
December 19, 2025. Two businessmen were
arrested for allegedly peddling drugs during the
operation.
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BRIFF NEWS

IPS quota in
CAPF posts comes
into force

New Delhi, Agency:
Central Armed Police
Forces (General
Administration) Act, 2026
- which stipulates that 50%
of the posts in CAPFs at
the level of inspector gen-
eral, a minimum of 67% of
the posts at the level of
additional director general,
and 100% of the posts at
the level of director gener-
al and special director gen-
eral-level, be filled by IPS
officers on deputation -
came into force Thursday.

The home ministry, in a
notification, specified Oct
8 as the "appointed day" on
which the provisions of the
Act would come into force.

The operationalisation
of the IPS quota in senior
CAPF posts comes days
after Union home secretary
Govind  Mohan  told
Supreme Court that the
deputation of 46 IPS offi-
cers across five paramili-
tary forces (CRPF, BSF,
CISF, ITBP and SSB),
since the court's May 2025
direction for a gradual
reduction in the number of
IPS officers on deputation
within two years, was in
accordance with the law
since SC had not held that
such deputation should be
discontinued altogether.

While CAPF cadre offi-
cers are opposed to senior
posts being "cornered" by
IPS officers, on the
grounds that it blocks
progress in their careers,
govt has backed the depu-
tation of IPS officers,
describ-ing them as crucial
to coordination between
Centre and states in view
of the national and inter-
state roles of the forces.

Al use ups homework
scores, but slashes
exam marks: Study

¥

New Delhi, Agency:
Evidence cited by World
Bank suggests that unre-
stricted use of generative
Al can improve what stu-
dents submit as part of
classwork while weaken-
ing what they actually
learn - a warning with
implications for countries
such as India.

World  Development
Report 2026 devotes a sec-
tion to 'Generative Al and
the Erosion of Knowledge,
Learning, and Human
Skills', cautioning that
tools such as ChatGPT can
reduce the mental effort
through which reasoning,
writing and knowledge are
built. Its strongest evi-
dence comes from China.
A study covering students
in classes VII-XII found
self-reported Al use rising
from almost zero to around
80% between 2022 and
2025. Six months after its
first use, homework scores
improved 18% even as stu-
dents spe-nt less time on
assignments, while month-
ly in-class examination
scores fell 20%. Students
who had ever used Al also
scored, on average, 5-7%
lower in senior high-school
and college entrance
exams.

The report cautioned
that the study had not yet
been peer-reviewed and
reflected the early phase of
Al adoption.
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Environment protection versus strategic infrastruc-
ture: SC seeks Punjab plan on afforestation

New Delhi, Agency: In
what appeared to be a clash
between environment pro-
tection and strategic infra-
structure in a border state,
the Supreme Court on
Thursday asked Punjab
govt its plan on allocation
of land for compensatory
afforestation in lieu of tree
felling necessitated for con-
struction of highway and
public projects in the state.

Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta told a bench of Chief
Justice Surya Kant and
Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and V Mohana that the
Punjab and Haryana HC
has imposed a blanket bank
on tree felling without the

HC's prior permission
which had brought to a
standstill that strategic road
projects in the border state

even though necessary per-
mission for these had been
obtained from statutory
authorities.

Air India, Akasa Air and IndiGo

Riyadh flights after airport blast reports

later said the Houthis had fired
additional ballistic and cruise mis-
siles at airports in Riyadh and the
southwestern city of Najran, claim-
ing the strikes had disrupted flights.
Riyadh's airport had
again", global flight-tracking serv-
ice Flightradar24 said on X on
Thursday afternoon. It reported that
the last landing had taken place
more than 80 minutes earlier and
the last takeoff more than 90 min-
utes earlier.
came amid heightened safety con-
cerns following a series of Houthi
on Saudi
October 6 and 7. Saudi authorities,
as cited by the BBC, said a separate
attack on King Khalid International
Airport in Riyadh had killed one
person and injured eight others.

New Delhi, Agency: Air India,
Akasa Air and IndiGo have tem-
porarily suspended or curtailed
flights to Saudi Arabia's capital,
Riyadh, following reports of explo-
sions, including a loud blast at the
international airport,
suspended
flights to and from Riyadh through
Saturday, while IndiGo cancelled
its Riyadh services through Friday.

Air India said a flight from Delhi
to Riyadh returned to Delhi on
Thursday and was subsequently
cancelled "in the interest of safety".
The airline also suspended all
flights to and from Riyadh until

city's
Thursday.Akasa Air

Saturday.

Lufthansa Group, the German
aviation company that
Lufthansa Airlines and

on

owns
other

European carriers, said its airlines
would suspend flights to Riyadh
through October 16 "due to current
developments in the Middle East."
Iran-backed Houthi rebels in
Yemen has claimed responsibility
for the latest attack on Riyadh's air-
port, saying a ballistic missile had
caused damage, but provided no
evidence. Saudi authorities did not
immediately comment on the claim.
The group's military spokesperson

KPSC scam candidates taken to
resorts, provided w1th Q&A ED

attacks

The bench said the HC's
concern was legitimate as
the forest cover in Punjab
has been reduced to 3.67%
of the geographical area,
which is lesser than the
4.87% forest cover in the
arid Rajasthan.
Compensatory afforestation
would be the best possible
answer, the bench said.

SG said that for that
land must be made avail-
able by the state. The bench
asked the state govt to file a
detailed proposal on provi-
sioning land for compensa-
tory afforestation whenever
trees are required to be
felled for highway projects.

The HC, while imposing

a blanket ban on tree
felling, had flagged the
poor forest cover in the
state and said, "It appears
that the functionaries of the
state of Punjab are neither
serious nor they seem con-
scious of the impending
ecological catastrophe. In
view of the inactivity of the
respondents, it requires
drastic remedial measures
by this court. Accordingly,
this court prohibits the cut-
ting of any tree of any
age/species in Punjab, with-
out permission of this
Court, till the next date of
hearing."

In another case, the HC
had said trees would be per-

mitted to be cut if the state
makes available and allots
public land for the purpose
of compensatory afforesta-
tion (planting of five times
the number of trees cut)
within a radius of five km
of the place where the trees
are felled. It had said that if
the state failed to provide
such land, then the cutting
of trees would not take
place. Mehta said that in
linear highway projects,
there may not be suitable
land within five km of the
project for afforestation and
requested the court to relax
this norm to enable
afforestation at the nearest
possible location.

suspend

closed

The developments

airports on

Steep margins
for malpractice: Pharma-
ceuticals secretary

New Delhi,
Steep margins on medicines
are a concern as they can
push a product or influence
its selection, with govern-
ment tightening its glare on
errant
including companies and hos-
pitals, pharmaceuticals secre-
tary Manoj Joshi said.

Joshi elaborated on the
unethical practices in health-
care industry, just before govt
announced capping of trade
margins at 30% on all cancer
drugs Thursday. "Two broad
areas of malpractice which
we have noticed is where hos-
pitals favour expensive medi-

healthcare players

Agency: ’1

cines that offer the highest

margins.
smaller manufacturers push
products carrying unusually
high margins, it can create a
nexus with doctors or retail-
ers,
towns,"
should not intervene in the
margin issue, except where
there is "malpractice".

allow room

Second, when

usually in smaller
he said, adding govt

"Workers with Al skills in demand, but
GenAl is hitting white-collar hiring'

New Delhi, Agency: The
Enforcement Directorate on
Thursday claimed that in the
Karnataka  Public Service
Commission (KPSC) paper leak
case, candidates for the veteri-
nary officers' exam were taken to
resorts/Airbnb a day before the
exam, provided test papers and
their answer sheets, all for Rs 40
lakh per candidate. Two days ago,
the agency had arrested KPSC
ex-chairman Shivashankarappa
and its member B V Geetha.

Giving details of its investiga-
tion into alleged corruption in
Karnataka PSC, the agency said
Gyanendra Gangwar, the arrested
IAS officer who was controller of
examinations at KPSC, was in
custody of confidential examina-
tion material and had leaked
them to Geetha. The ED said an

organised syndicate paid bribes
to officials from top to bottom.

The ED's probe by its
Bengaluru unit is based on multi-
ple FIRs registered by the police
at Vidhana Soudha police station
in the case of recruitment of 400
veterinary officers.

"Evidence gathered so far has
revealed an organised mecha-
nism for generation of proceeds
of crime through manipulation of
the KPSC recruitment process.

New Delhi, Agency:
Generative Al has begun
cutting into entry-level
white-collar hiring in
India even as the demand
for wo-rkers with Al
skills grows, signalling a
labour market where
some junior roles may
disa-ppear while new

€rs

occupations emerge, job postings by firms
World Bank has said. In  declined 1.6% after
'"The World Development ChatGPT's launch

Report  2026:  The Nov 2022, with a larger

Promise of Artificial
Intelligence', it said
GenAl reduced monthly
job postings in India for
white-collar occupations
most amenable to Al and
least complementary to
it, with entry-level work-

exposed

Jharkhand should 'revisit' DGP appointment rules, says Supreme Court

New Delhi, Agency: Supreme
Court on Thursday said the
Jharkhand's DGP appointment
process prima facie violated its
Prakash Singh judgement, which
mandated consideration of officers
with six months or more residual
tenure for the top police post,
reports Dhananjay Mahapatra. It

issued a notice to Tadasha Singh,
who was appointed to the post a

day before her retirement.

On an application filed by
Centre alleging the state's DGP
over-
reached the court's judgement, a
bench of CJI Surya Kant and
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V

appointment regulation

Mohana said, "In the event of the
regulation being annulled, the
appointment of Tadasha Mishra...
would be required to be set aside.
Therefore, we deem it appropriate
to accord her one opportunity of
being heard, for which Jharkhand
govt is directed to serve notice on
her to enable her to appear..."

'Contest UP polls from Ayodhya': Akhilesh
Yadav dares CM Yogi Adityanath

New Delhi, Agency:
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh  Yadav  on
Thursday challenged
Uttar Pradesh chief minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath to
contest the upcoming
assembly elections from
Ayodhya. Akhilesh also
said he would soon visit
the Ram temple in
Ayodhya along with SP
leaders for darshan.

had conducted several

surveys

every
since the SP

survey. We are
hearing that they have not

prove it," he said.

Later, responding to
questions from reporters
about visiting the Ram
temple, Akhilesh said he
had earlier decided to do
so after the completion of
the Kedareshwar Dham
temple in Etawah.

"I had earlier resolved
that after the completion
of the Kedareshwar
Dham, I would ask my

disproportionately
affected.
Across South Asia,

impact on multinational
affiliates and suppliers
linked to global value
chains. Among the most
white-collar
occupations where Al
offers ready substitutes,
monthly job listings fell

by about 20%. adapt" as demands
Gaurav Nayyar, who change. He cautioned
led the World Bank team, against excessive spe-

told Media the impact
would not be uniformly
negative. Some occupa-
tions in IT and knowl-
edge-intensive services
can be automated, he
said, while other entry-
level jobs would contin-
ue to grow and be com-
in plemented by Al. Roles
like pro-mpt engineers
and Al ethics specialists
are also emerging. The
"critical" part, Nayyar
said, was for Indian IT
businesses and higher
education institutions to
impart skills that allow
workers to "pivot and

cialisation, noting that
coding, once seen as a
lucrative standalone
skill, became one of Al's
early automation use
cases. He argued for
broad-based STEM edu-
cation, engineering and
scientific capacity that
lets workers move across
occupations. In the first
half of 2025, Al-skill
vacancies were over five
times more common in
high-income economies
than middle-income
ones, but India was
among the leading mid-
dle-income countries.

Jammu and Kashmir: High court
orders passport revival for stu-
dent purusing MBBS in Iran

Srinagar, Agency: ammu &
Kashmir High Court ordered
Thursday revival of Kashmir
student's passport so that she
can complete her MBBS in
Iran.The
impounded Ibra Khan's pass-
port based on a CID adverse
report about an FIR against her
father in 1997, although she
was born in 2005. The report
cited
Khan's father in relation to the
case and "apprehensions that
she may join anti-India forces".

"This court has the highest
concern towards the security of
the country. In a very limited
intervention and keeping in
view that the appellant (student)
has completed half her MBBS,
we dispose of the appeal by
directing that the passport be
revived for the remaining peri-
od of her course,"
bench
Pushpendra Singh Bhati and

authorities had

2026 from passport authorities
over her father's case before her
passport was impounded on
May 4, 2026.

Khan moved the HC but a
single-judge bench dismissed
her petition saying it found no
reason to interfere in the deci-
sion by authorities and citing an
alternative remedy of appeal
under Passports Act, 1967.

Khan then approached the
division bench. Her counsel
Salih Pirzada argued that she
began pursuing MBBS in 2024
but owing to the prevailing tur-
moil in the region, she returned
to India. It was during this peri-
od that she received the notices,
followed by the passport's

"aspersions"  against

a division

of Chief Justice

Addressing a gather-
ing at a Shrimad Bhagwat
Katha organised by SP
leader and former
Ayodhya  MLA  Tej
Narayan Pandey, also
known as Pawan Pandey,
Akhilesh claimed the BJP

| & i T

announced its candidate
for the Ayodhya seat,
reported news agency
Media. "Ever since we
announced our candidate,
the BJP has been conduct-
ing survey after survey,
and it is falling behind in

I

N I

been able to find a new
candidate for Ayodhya,"
Akhilesh said.

"If the chief minister,
who makes tall claims, is
so confident, he should
contest the election from
Ayodhya himself and

party colleague Pawan
Pandey to fix a date and
we would all visit the
Ram temple for darshan,"
he said. The clarification
comes amid BJP's con-
stant attack over his no
visit to the Ram temple.

4
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Justice Wasim Sadiq Nargal
said.

Khan is pursuing MBBS at
Tehran University of Medical
Sciences. She was issued a
passport in Oct 2024 but
received showcause notices
March 27, 2026 and April 9,

g’E"‘ﬁ-.

impounding without clear rea-
sons. J&K's additional advo-
cate-general (AAG) cited the
adverse CID report and claimed
Khan had not replied to the
show-cause notices, leaving
authorities with no alternative
but to impound the passport
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Technology in Our Daily Life: Convenience, Gonnection and the Challenges of a Digital World

The Smartphone Revolution — How

Technology Has Changed Everyday Living
1

Technology is no longer some-
thing people use only at offices,
laboratories or large industries. It
is present in the smallest details of
everyday life, from checking the
time in the morning to making
payments before going to bed.
Among all modern inventions, the
smartphone has perhaps made the
most visible difference. It com-
bines the functions of a telephone,
camera, computer, navigation sys-
tem, newspaper, entertainment
centre and personal organiser in a
single device.

In India, the spread of afford-
able smartphones and mobile
internet has changed how people
communicate, access information
and participate in the economy. A
small shopkeeper can receive dig-
ital payments, a farmer can check
weather forecasts, a student can
attend online classes, and a family
can speak to relatives living thou-
sands of kilometres away. Many
activities that once required travel,
paperwork and long waiting peri-
ods can now be completed through
a mobile application.

The transformation is especial-

ly wvisible in communication.
Earlier, people depended on let-
ters, landline telephones and
expensive long-distance calls to
remain connected. Today, instant
messaging, video calls and social
networking platforms allow con-
versations across cities and coun-
tries. Families separated by
employment or education can
share everyday moments, while
businesses can communicate with
customers without maintaining
expensive offices in every loca-
tion. For people living away from
their hometowns, these tools pro-
vide an important connection with
family and friends.

Smartphones have also trans-
formed access to information.
News  updates, educational
resources, government announce-
ments and public-service informa-
tion are available within seconds.
People can compare prices, read
product reviews, learn new skills
and explore opportunities that may
not be available in their immediate
surroundings. Digital maps help
travellers find unfamiliar loca-
tions, while translation tools make

communication easier across lan-
guages. For many first-time inter-
net users, a smartphone is their
primary gateway to the digital
world.

The rise of digital payments
demonstrates another major
change in Indian daily life. Mobile
banking, QR-code payments and
instant money transfers have made
routine transactions faster and
more convenient. Small vendors,
street-food sellers, local retailers
and service providers can accept
electronic payments without
investing in elaborate payment
infrastructure. Customers can pay
electricity bills, recharge phones,
book tickets and transfer money
from home. Digital transaction
records may also help people track
spending and organise their
finances.

However, digital convenience
does not automatically guarantee
financial safety. Fake payment
screenshots, fraudulent links,
impersonation calls and deceptive
messages can cause serious losses.
Some people are persuaded to
reveal one-time passwords, PINs
or banking details. Others down-
load unsafe applications or trust
strangers who promise rewards. As
smartphone use expands, digital
literacy becomes just as important
as internet access. Users must ver-
ify payment notifications, protect
their passwords and avoid sharing
confidential information with
unknown callers. Smartphones
have also influenced education and
employment. Students can access
digital libraries, recorded lectures
and practice exercises, while job
seekers can search vacancies, pre-
pare applications and attend inter-
views remotely.

From Cash to Clicks — How Digital
Technology Is Transformlng Indlan Daily Life

Technology has

nesses can promote prod-

Education and healthcare are two of the
most important foundations of a healthy
society. For generations, access to quality
education depended heavily on the avail-
ability of schools, teachers, libraries and
learning materials. Healthcare similarly
relied on the presence of hospitals, doc-
tors, diagnostic facilities and medical
equipment. Technology is changing how
these services are delivered, helping peo-
ple access information and professional
support in new ways. Although it cannot
eliminate every inequality, it offers oppor-
tunities to make learning and healthcare
more flexible, connected and accessible.

In education, digital technology has
expanded the classroom beyond the walls
of a school. Students can watch recorded
lessons, attend virtual classes, explore
online libraries and practise difficult sub-
jects through interactive exercises. A
learner who does not understand a mathe-
matical concept during a classroom lesson
can revisit an explanation at home.
Students preparing for competitive exami-
nations can use practice tests, educational
videos and online study materials to
strengthen their understanding.

Technology also offers adults opportu-
nities to continue learning after formal

fields.

services,

charge.
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Bringing Knowledge and Care Closer to People

education. Online courses can 1ntr0duce
people to computer skills, communication,
accounting, programming and other sub-
jects relevant to employment. Workers can
update their knowledge while managing
family responsibilities or existing jobs.
For people seeking a career change, digital
education may provide an accessible start-
ing point for exploring new professional

However, access to digital education is
not equal for everyone. Some students
have personal computers,

dependable

internet connections and quiet places to
study, while others share a single smart-
phone among several family members.
Electricity interruptions, expensive data
language barriers and limited
digital skills can affect learning.

A student who lacks suitable
equipment may find it difficult to partici-
pate fully in online classes, even when
educational content is available free of

The quality of online learning also mat-
ters. Watching videos does not automati-
cally guarantee understanding, and exces-
sive screen time may reduce opportunities
for physical activity and direct interaction
with teachers and classmates.
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Building a Convenient but Responsible Future

1

changed the meaning of an
ordinary transaction.
Buying vegetables, paying
a restaurant bill, sending
money to a relative or
booking a train ticket can
now involve little more
than a smartphone and an

internet connection.
Across India, digital serv-
ices have increasingly

L

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1 become part of everyday
I economic activity, reduc-
I'ing the need for cash in
I many situations and mak-
: ing financial transactions
j more convenient.

1 One of the most visible
1 developments has been the
1 growth of instant digital
I payments. Unified
I Payments Interface, com-
I monly known as UPI,
: allows participating bank
; accounts  to  transfer
§ money electronically,
| often within seconds.
1 Customers can scan a QR
1 code at a neighbourhood
I shop, pay a taxi driver,
I split a restaurant bill or
: send money to family
; members without visiting
; @ bank.

1 The simplicity of
1 these transactions has
1 helped digital payments
I reach beyond large com-
I mercial  establishments
: into markets, small towns
" and local businesses.

i For small traders, digi-
i tal payments can offer
I practical advantages. A
1 shopkeeper no longer
I needs to maintain large
I'amounts of change, and
: customers do not always
1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1
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have to carry cash.
Electronic records can
help business owners

review transactions, iden-
tify busy periods and
maintain more organised
accounts. Street vendors
and home-based entrepre-

neurs can accept payments
from customers who pre-
fer cashless transactions.
For people who operate on
a small scale, these tools
can reduce certain barriers
to participating in the for-
mal digital economy.
Digital banking has
also changed how people
manage their money.
Mobile applications allow
users to check balances,
review transaction histo-
ries, transfer funds and
pay recurring bills without
travelling to a branch.
Online services can sim-
plify applications for cer-
tain financial products and
reduce paperwork. When
used carefully, digital
records can help house-
holds monitor spending
and recognise unnecessary
expenses. People living far
from banking facilities
may particularly benefit
from being able to com-

plete routine activities
remotely.
The  transformation

extends beyond banking.
Online shopping platforms
allow consumers to com-
pare prices, read reviews
and purchase products
from home. Digital book-

ing systems simplify
access to  transport,
accommodation, enter-

tainment and public serv-
ices. Grocery delivery
applications can save time

for busy households, while
online marketplaces help
artisans and small manu-
facturers reach customers
outside their local areas.
Digital technology has
created new commercial
channels for both con-
sumers and sellers.

Government services
have also become increas-
ingly accessible through
digital platforms.
Depending on the service
and eligibility require-
ments, citizens can use
online systems to obtain
information, submit appli-
cations, check statuses and
access selected docu-
ments. Digital access may
reduce repeated visits to
government offices, par-
ticularly for people who
live far from administra-
tive centres.

However, the effective-
ness of these services
depends on reliable inter-
net connections, accurate
records, accessible inter-
faces and assistance for
users who are unfamiliar
with technology.

The growth of digital
commerce has created
employment opportunities
as well. Delivery services,
online customer support,
digital marketing, soft-
ware development and e-
commerce operations
depend on technological
infrastructure. Small busi-

ucts through social media,
while independent profes-
sionals can find customers
through online market-
places. A person with a
useful skill may be able to
build a customer base
without opening a tradi-
tional shop. Technology
has therefore changed not
only how people spend
money but also how they
earn it.

Despite these advan-
tages, the shift towards
digital transactions brings
significant  challenges.
Fraud remains a major
concern, particularly when
criminals exploit trust and
confusion. Fraudsters may
pose as bank officials, cus-
tomer-care  representa-
tives, delivery agents or
government employees.
They can send fake pay-
ment links, create false
emergencies or persuade
victims to reveal confiden-
tial information. Some
scams rely on screen-shar-
ing applications or instruc-
tions that lead users to
authorise transactions
themselves.

An important principle
is that receiving money
through ordinary UPI pro-
cedures does not require a
user to disclose a PIN to
another person.

A UPI PIN is generally
used to authorise pay-
ments, not to receive
them. Users should never
reveal their PIN, one-time
passwords or banking
passwords to callers, and
they should not approve
payment requests without
understanding them.

If a transaction appears
suspicious, it is safer to
stop and verify the request
independently through an
official channel.

Artificial intelligence,
automation and connect-
ed devices are gradually
changing the way people

manage their homes,
workplaces and personal
responsibilities.  Tasks

that once required repeat-
ed manual effort can now
be assisted by software
that recognises patterns,
responds to instructions
or performs routine oper-
ations. From voice-con-
trolled assistants and nav-
igation applications to
automated customer serv-
ices and intelligent home
appliances, technology is
becoming more respon-
sive to people's everyday
needs.

Artificial intelligence,
commonly known as Al,
refers to computer sys-
tems designed to perform
tasks  that typically
require human-like capa-
bilities, such as recognis-
ing patterns, processing

content. Although the
technology may appear
futuristic, many people
already encounter Al dur-
ing ordinary activities.
Search engines organise
results, navigation appli-
cations estimate routes,
streaming platforms rec-
ommend content and
email services filter sus-
pected spam. These sys-
tems can make digital
services more conven-
ient, although their sug-
gestions are not always
accurate or neutral.

At home, smart
devices can simplify rou-
tine work. Connected
lights, thermostats, tele-
visions and appliances
may allow users to con-
trol  settings through
mobile applications or
voice commands. Some
systems can be pro-
grammed to operate at
particular times, helping
households manage com-

Smart security devices
can provide alerts when
movement is detected,
while connected door-
bells may allow residents
to see visitors remotely.
These features can be
especially useful for peo-
ple who want greater con-
trol over household rou-
tines.

However, a smart
home does not necessari-
ly mean a more efficient
home. Devices require
electricity, internet con-

nectivity, maintenance
and, in many cases, com-
patible applications.

Different products may
not work well together,
and a technical failure
can interrupt a routine
that previously required
no internet connection.
Consumers must also
consider purchase costs,
repair expenses and the
possibility that manufac-
turers may discontinue

language and generating fort and energy use. software support.



