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Pakistan: Security forces kill
18 militants in separate
operations in KP, Balochistan

WORLD.(Agency)

Pakistani security forces eliminated 18 terrorists in
separate engagements in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan, state media reported on Wednesday.
According to the Dawn, in KP, Pakistan TV reported
that security forces “killed 13 Fitna al-Khawarij
terrorists in an intelligence-based operation in North
Waziristan, as operations against militant groups
continue under the Azm-e-Istehkam vision™.
Separately, in Balochistan’s Mastung district,
security forces killed five terrorists belonging to
Fitna al-Hindustan, Pakistan TV reported.

The PTI quoting Radio Pakistan said that the
security forces '"killed 13 Fitna al-Khawarij
terrorists" during an intelligence-based operation in
North Waziristan district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The federal government uses the term 'Fitna al-

Khawarij' for terrorists belonging to the banned
terror outfit Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan.
Separately, five terrorists were killed in
Balochistan's Mastung district, according to state-
run Pakistan Television.Weapons and ammunition
were recovered from the slain terrorists, while
clearance and search operations were underway in
the area, the report said.

Iran-backed Houthis claim
new attacks on Saudi
Arabia and Yemen's Aden
airport

CAIRO.(Agency)

Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen on Wednesday
claimed attacks on military facilities and airports in
neighboring Saudi Arabia as the escalation deepened
the latest front in the Iran war and threatened a crucial
shipping alternative to the Strait of Hormuz.

The Houthis' military spokesperson, Brig. Gen.
Yahya Saree, said on social media that the rebels
launched ballistic missiles and drones in the attacks
targeting King Khalid International Airport in the
capital, Riyadh, but didn't provide evidence.

Flights to and from the airport werebriefly disrupted,
according to Flightradar24, a tracking platform.

Saree said Abha airport, a frequent target of Houthi
drones and missiles, was targeted. The rebels also
claimed to have hit an air base in the city of Khamis
Mushait and two military bases Najran and Asir. All
are in southwestern Saudi Arabia and near the border
with Yemen.The spokesperson for the Saudi-led
coalition fighting the Houthis, Maj. Gen. Turki al-
Malki, said they intercepted and destroyed a ballistic
missile north of Riyadh.Saudi Arabia and allied
Yemeni forces in recent days have launched a major
ground and air offensive against the Houthis in an
attempt to retake territory that the rebels seized about
a month ago along Yemen's western Red Sea coast
and on the Bab el-Mandeb Strait. Those positions
gave the rebels better surveillance of shipping as they
pursue a blockade of Saudi vessels.

Drone attack sets oil tanker ablaze off Russia,
all 23 Indian crew members rescued

«T1he Liberian-flagged
Aframax Rio caught fire
near Sochi after what
Moscow described as a
naval drone attack.

CHANDIGARH.(Agency)

A Liberian-flagged oil tanker carrying 23
Indian crew members caught fire off
Russia’s Black Sea coast after what
Russian authorities described as an attack
by naval drones, with all crew members
rescued, according to a report by news
agency Reuters.The tanker, identified as
the Aframax Rio, was attacked by “naval
drones” on Tuesday, triggering a fire near
the Russian resort city of Sochi, Russia’s

Transport Ministry said, according to
Reuters.All 23 crew members aboard the
tanker were Indian nationals and were
rescued following the attack, the report
said. There were no reports of injuries
among the crew.The blaze was initially
too intense for firefighters to approach the
tanker, the Russian Transport Ministry
said. Firefighters were expected to make
another attempt to bring the blaze under
control once its intensity decreased.

Russian authorities said crude oil was
burning following the attack. Footage
circulating on social media showed bright
flames at sea and a thick column of black
smoke rising near Sochi, Reuters
reported.Authorities in Sochi restricted
access to the coast and beaches following
the incident.Russia did not immediately
identify those responsible for the attack.
Reuters report says that the Russian
Transport Ministry said the tanker had

been attacked by an unmanned vessel, but
there was no immediate independent
confirmation that Ukraine was behind the
incident.The tanker fire came amid a
series of incidents involving commercial
vessels in the Black Sea as the Russia-
Ukraine war continues.A day earlier, the

Mammadov caught fire and sank in the
Black Sea outside Romania’s territorial
waters, Reuters reported. Two people
were killed and 11 crew members were
rescued, according to Romanian
authorities.Three Indian nationals were
among the crew, and one Indian crew
member was injured, according to reports.
Reacting to the escalation, India
condemned the attack and reiterated its
call for dialogue and diplomacy to end
ongoing conflicts. The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) confirmed that
the injured crew members had been
rescued by Romanian authorities and
were receiving medical attention, while
expressing gratitude for Bucharest's swift
action. Indian Ambassador to Romania
Manoj Mohapatra also visited the three
Indian nationals receiving treatment at
Constanta County Hospital to assure them
of continued assistance.

Trump blames France unrest on Islam, migration

world.(Agency)

US President Donald Trump on
Tuesday blamed France's mass student
protests on Islam and migration,
pushing his global right-wing narrative
ahead of tough midterm elections at
home."What's happening in France is
nothing less than out of control mass
migration," Trump said in a post on his
Truth Social network."This isn't about
schools, this is about Islam wanting to
take over a once great Country!"

French students have blocked the
entrances to hundreds of high schools
across the country since late September
to demand better conditions, in protests
that have descended into sporadic
clashes with security forces. A quarter of
a million demonstrators took to the
streets across France on Tuesday. Trump
did not elaborate on his claims or
provide any evidence. In France, no link
has yet been established between the
student movement and any religious or

identity-based demands.

But leading voices in Trump's Make
America Great Again (MAGA)
movement have been using the French
protests to ram home points about
immigration ahead of the US midterm
elections next month.MAGA
commentators repeatedly posted videos
of the French unrest in the days leading
up to Trump's post."The riots in France
are a clear warning to the rest of the
West," Trump ally Glenn Beck said on
X on Monday. "What is happening in
France today is all part of an
international network of socialists
working to dismantle the West.""This
will come to America if the Democrats
take power again," posted right-wing
commentator Dave Rubin to his 1.6
million followers, along with footage
filmed in a French train station. Trump,
80, has ramped up his rhetoric on core
issues like migration and transgender
people ahead of the midterms, as the
Iran war and the cost of living look set to

cost Republicans control of
Congress.At the same time, Europe has
been a target for Trump ever since his
first term in the White House.And his
second administration has been keener
than ever to warn of what it calls the
decline of Western culture on the other
side of the Atlantic.The US national
security strategy released in December
said Europe faced "civilizational
erasure" -- and in extraordinary
language towards close allies, said it
would be "cultivating resistance" to
current political trends.Vice President
JD Vance has also been a vocal critic of
Europe on the same issue.Even Trump's
handshake-heavy "bromance" with
outgoing French President Emmanuel
Macron has failed to keep the US leader
from criticizing a key ally.But France
responded to Trump's reaction by
comparing it to that of Iran, which
earlier summoned the French envoy
over what it called Paris's "violent
response" to the school protests.

Israelis mourn on the anniversary of the Oct. 7
attack as Palestinians grapple with war it sparked

NETANYA.(Agency)

transformation over the past three years. Israeli troops

Israelis are gathering Wednesday to commemorate the
Oct. 7, 2023, attack that killed 1,200 people, saw 251
taken hostage, and sparked a devastating war in Gaza that

Palestinians still grapple with.

In southern Israel, families will mourn at
intersections, bomb shelters, and the site
of a music festival that Hamas-

militants overran three years ago in

deadliest attack against Israel. This will

be the first anniversary that all

hostages are home, marking a new stage

of grief.

For Palestinians, the anniversary brings another day
living with the results of Israel's retaliatory campaign in
Gaza that has killed tens of thousands of people. Most of
the population of about 2 million people live in vast,

squalid tent camps, with large parts
reduced to rubble. More than half the

the hands of the Israeli military, and despite a ceasefire
deal reached nearly a year ago, Israeli strikes continue
almost daily.For the region, the day highlights a startling

Tear Gas Fired As Over 260,000 Rally
Seeking Education Funding In France

led
the

the

of the strip's cities
territory remains in

occupy a large chunk of southern Lebanon in their conflict
with Hezbollah, which began firing on Israel in 2023 in
support of Hamas. Iran and the United States are locked in
a confrontation that has seen attacks across Arab Gulf

countries and has shaken the global
economy — a conflict that Israel
helped launch and that the Gaza war
paved the way for even if they weren't
directly connected.as an emergency
rescue service under Hamas.

A released hostage marks his first
Oct.7

Elkana Bohbot, 37, is marking the

anniversary in Israel for the first time, after being released
from 738 days of captivity last year. For most of that time,
he said, he was held 50 meters (165 feet) underground in a
dark, damp tunnel.Bohbot, who was abducted from the
Nova music festival, was kept in a small cell with other
hostages, given very little food, and allowed to bathe only
every few weeks, he said. His captors forced him to take
part in several propaganda videos, including one where he
acts out a fake call to his family.

Turkish-owned cargo vessel MV Royad

Palestinian Authority says Israel
blocked election officials from

Jerusalem, Gaza
world.(Agency)

Israel refused to allow Palestinian election officials
access to east Jerusalem or Gaza ahead of legislative
polls, according to the official Palestinian news agency
Wafa, increasing concerns that the vote will be
postponed.The Palestinian legislative elections are due
to take place on November 28, a month after Israel's
own general election, but many Palestinians expect
them to be postponed or cancelled, as happened in
2021.If they go ahead, they will be the first in two
decades."The Israeli government has refused to allow
the Central Elections Commission to enter the Gaza
Strip and Jerusalem to oversee preparations for the
legislative elections," Wafa news agency reported,
citing a Palestinian official.Neither Israel's defence
ministry nor COGAT, its affiliated entity in charge of
civilian matters in Palestinian territories, responded to
AFP requests for confirmation of the decision to block
the officials.Farid Taamallah, spokesman for the
Palestinian Central Elections Commission, told AFP
his commission could still hold elections.

"The Commission is continuing to organise the
electoral process despite the Israeli decision,"”
Taamallah said, stating that commission employees in
Gaza were already trained and present on the ground.
The European Union, the Palestinian Authority's main
financial backer and a staunch advocate for Palestinian
elections, is "ready to deploy" election observers to
monitor the elections, top diplomat Kaja Kallas said on
Tuesday."Palestinians have the right to choose their
representatives in elections that are credible, inclusive
and transparent," Kallas posted on X after talking to
Palestinian vice president Hussein al-Sheikh.

In turn, Sheikh called in a post on X for "European
support for Palestinian efforts to... overcome any
obstacles that might hinder the holding of elections, in a
way that guarantees the participation of all members of
our people in the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the
Gaza Strip"lled on Oct. 7 and in the ensuing war.In
early September, top Palestinian official Jibril Rajoub
told reporters the elections would not be held on time.
Rajoub, secretary-general for the dominant Fatah party
of 90-year-old President Mahmoud Abbas, said
holding presidential elections first "would solve a large
part of the problem"Fatah rivals including Hamas and
the Democratic Reform Current, a Fatah splinter group,
have said they aimed to create joint lists for the election.
An August poll by the Jerusalem Media and
Communication Center found that only 29 percent of
Palestinians expected the November election to go
ahead as scheduled..

US woman who survived botched

Paris.(Agency)

Police fired tear gas to control crowds in
Paris and elsewhere in France on Tuesday as
more than a quarter of a million people
rallied nationwide to support high school
students demanding more education
funding, according to government figures.
The protests increased pressure on the
administration of outgoing President
Emmanuel Macron.As pupils blockaded
high schools, large crowds waving flags and
placards gathered in Marseille, Strasbourg
and other cities. The demonstrations
showed how protests that began at a high
school in the Paris region in mid-September
have grown into a nationwide movement -
the latest of many that have marked
Macron's nearly decade-long tenure.

"We need to listen to them," said Lea
Monimart, an adult demonstrator in the
northern city of Lille. "They are 17 years
old; they are not completely clueless, and
they know what they are talking about. It's
important to show that there are adults who
support them."

The Interior Ministry estimated that
266,000 people took part in demonstrations
across the country on Tuesday, including
56,000 in Paris, where small groups of
protesters clashed with riot officers at a city
square at the end of a largely peaceful
march.Nearly 500 people were detained

Tuesday, the ministry said. The widespread
use of arrests, tear gas and riot-control
weapons against teenagers is fueling
defiance and angering some parents and
teachers. Some student groups called for
new protests Thursday.Interior Minister
Laurent Nunez said the police response had
been proportionate in "almost all cases" and
that the protests had at times turned into
riots, requiring police intervention.

French Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu
said the government and school leaders
must listen to students' concerns and find
solutions.Questioned in parliament on
Tuesday about the protest movement,
Lecornu denounced '"ultra violence"
threatening schools. Responding to
criticism of police tactics, he pledged that
any "accidents" would be investigated and
described allegations that the police are
racist as a “lie."More than two weeks of
class boycotts and school blockades, and
policing that has led to more than 6,500
arrests, mostly of minors, have become a
flashpoint in the early days of the
presidential election campaign.

Felix Barney, a university student,
described the police response as
disproportionate, saying it doesn't make
"any sense to hit minors."Riot police,
batons, rubber bullets, tear gas," said
Aurelien Le Coq, a lawmaker with the far-
left France Unbowed party.

execution is conscious, speaking: lawyers

Pike's lawyers said Tuesday
that "against all odds" she
was now ' conscious,
speaking, and continues to
receive critical medical care.”

WASHINGTON, United
States.(Agency)

United States: The female inmate who
survived a failed execution in a US prison
last week is now conscious and speaking,
but her prognosis remains unclear, her
lawyers said Tuesday.Christa Pike, 50,
who was sentenced to death for a murder
she committed when she was a teenager,
received two supposedly lethal doses of the
drug pentobarbital at a Tennessee prison a
week ago.

She survived the injections, however, and
was rushed to hospital, where she had been
unconscious and on a ventilator in critical
condition.Pike's lawyers said Tuesday that

"against all odds" she was now "conscious,
speaking, and continues to receive critical
medical care.""Despite the severe damage
she endured to her arms, she is still
handcuffed and shackled to the bed," they
said in a statement. "Her recovery is

medically unprecedented. Her prognosis

remains unclear but, at a minimum, we expect
a long recovery."Her lawyers repeated a call
for Tennessee Governor Bill Lee to commute
Pike's sentence to life imprisonment without
the possibility of parole.

Lee suspended the carrying out of capital
punishment in the southern state following
the failed execution pending an independent

investigation.The prison chief has since
resigned.First to survivePike's legal team had
previously objected to the execution's IV
protocol, saying it would have caused
needless suffering due to her small veins and
a blood condition.Medical experts had
warned of needles becoming dislodged or
piercing through the vein, causing lethal
drugs to flow into Pike's arm instead of the
bloodstream, lawyer Stephen Ferrell has said.
A court filing described pentobarbital as a
caustic substance that burns skin, tissue and
veins. Upon arrival at the hospital, both of
Pike's arms were '"swollen, burned, and
blistered," it said.

The Death Penalty Information Center, which
publishes data and analysis on capital
punishment in the United States, said Pike
was the first inmate ever to survive "after
being injected with lethal doses of execution
drugs."Pike's case sparked debate over the
death penalty for young offenders, as she was
18 when she and her boyfriend beat and killed
19-year-old Colleen Slemmer at a job
training camp in 1995.The killing gained
national attention after Slemmer's body was
found with a pentagram, often seen as a
satanic symbol, carved in her chest.
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Delhi Police Arrest Class 10 Madrasa Dropout Nadeem Ahmed
Over AI-Generated Fake Video

New Delhi: Delhi Police have
arrested a 24-year-old Class 10
madrasa dropout from Hary-
ana for allegedly creating and
circulating an Al-generated
video and poster that falsely
portrayed a senior police offic-
er sexually assaulting a woman
journalist, police said.

The accused, Nadeem Ahmed
Ameen of Palwal, was arrested
on Monday and produced be-
fore a Delhi court, which re-
manded him to police custody.
A case has been registered at
the New Delhi district Cyber
Police Station under relevant
provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, including sec-
tions relating to rioting and
forgery, according to police.
Al video allegedly passed off
as CCTYV footage

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police Manjeet Sheo-

ran said Ameen allegedly used
artificial intelligence tools to
fabricate footage resembling
CCTV video. The clip pur-
portedly showed Assistant
Commissioner of Police Vivek
Bhagat misbehaving with a

woman journalist.
Police said a technical ex-
amination established that

the footage was Al-generated.
Investigators also recovered
a mobile phone with the so-
cial media account logged in,
along with tools allegedly used
to create the fabricated mate-
rial.

According to police, the video
was first uploaded on October
3 and circulated widely the
next day through an Insta-
gram-based news-style page
allegedly operated by Ameen.
The account, created in April,
reportedly has around 24,000

followers.

Police alleged that Ameen told
investigators that he used Al
tools to “malign the image of
Delhi Police” and create un-
rest.

Investigators are now examin-
ing whether others were in-

volved, whether the accused
received financial support and
whether the alleged operation
was planned in advance.

Who is Nadeem Ahmed
Ameen?

According to reports citing
police, Ameen is a Class 10

dropout who had studied at
a madrasa in Saket. He alleg-
edly presented himself as an
independent journalist and
operated the Instagram page
through which the disputed
material was circulated.

Some reports have also men-

tioned a possible police in-
quiry into alleged links with
the Cockroach Janta Party,
whose supporters were among
those attending the Jantar
Mantar protest. However, any
such connection has not been
independently established.

Al controversy follows alle-
gations of police misconduct
The arrest comes amid a sepa-
rate controversy over alleged
police misconduct during a
Jantar Mantar protest on Oc-
tober 3.

Three women journalists re-
portedly alleged that they
were sexually harassed by po-
lice personnel while covering
the protest against the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls and Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar.

One journalist alleged that

ACP Bhagat groped and
pushed her after she ques-
tioned the detention of a
woman protest leader in the
absence of female police of-
ficers.

Delhi Police acknowledged
the complaints on October 3
and said the allegations had
been transferred to the Crime
Branch for a fair and impartial
inquiry.

However, reports said no FIR
had been registered against
any police officer as of the lat-
est updates. A police official
was quoted as saying that no
case had been registered be-
cause investigators had not
found evidence sufficient to
substantiate the allegation.
The allegations against Bhagat
remain unproven, and he has
not been found guilty of any
wrongdoing.

Political battle intensifies
The controversy has also
sparked a political confronta-
tion. Lok Sabha Leader of Op-
position Rahul Gandhi criti-
cised the absence of an FIR
and alleged that women were
dragged during the protest.
Congress MP Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra also questioned the
conduct of the police, saying
those responsible for protect-
ing women should not make
them feel threatened.

With the arrest over the al-
leged AI fabrication and the
separate complaints of police
misconduct both under scru-
tiny, the Jantar Mantar episode
has developed into a wider
battle over police accountabil-
ity, digital misinformation and
the growing misuse of artificial
intelligence to fabricate sensi-
tive content.

Gita Panchamrit Gyan Yajna

Concludes in Bokaro
B

Bokaro: The third and final session of the ‘Gita Pancham-
rit Gyan Yajna, organised by Chinmaya Mission Bokaro at
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Bokaro, concluded on Wednesday,
October 7, with a large gathering of devotees and listeners.
Param Pujya Swami Tejomayananda Saraswati explained
the fourth and fifth verses of the Bhagavad Gita in a simple
yet profound manner, leaving the audience deeply moved
and inspired.

IFS officers Sandeep Shinde and Neha Patil attended the
concluding session as chief guests. They were accompanied
by Swamini Samyuktananda Saraswati, Resident Acharya,
Chinmaya Mission Bokaro; Paripurnananda Saraswati,
Head, Chinmaya Mission Ranchi; and Sughoshananda
Saraswati, Head, Chinmaya Mission Goa.

The concluding session witnessed enthusiastic participa-
tion from a large number of people, marking the successful
completion of the three-day spiritual programme.

Rupi Soren, Mother of CM Hemant Soren,
Dies in Ranchi Hospital

Ranchi: Rupi Soren, wife of former Jharkhand Chief
Minister and JMM patriarch Shibu Soren and mother of
Chief Minister Hemant Soren, died at a private hospital in
Ranchi on Wednesday evening. She was around 80.

Rupi Soren had been undergoing treatment at Hill View
Hospital on Bariatu Road for several days. Her condition
reportedly worsened in recent days, and she was placed on
life support on Wednesday before her death.

Child Killed as Four-Storey Building
Collapses in Northeast Delhi

New Delhi: A child was killed after a four-storey build-
ing collapsed in the Seemapuri area of northeast Delhi on
Wednesday, triggering a major search and rescue opera-
tion. Officials said at least eight people have been rescued
from the debris so far, while rescue teams continued efforts
to locate anyone else who may be trapped.

DCP Rajendra Prasad Meena said the child died in the
collapse and suffered fatal injuries, including decapitation.

India Proposes Three-Part Truce Plan to End
Russia-Ukraine War

New Delhi: India has pro-
posed a three-part truce
framework aimed at reduc-
ing hostilities between Rus-
sia and Ukraine, with a focus
on protecting energy infra-
structure, keeping Black Sea
routes open and ensuring
the safety of commercial
shipping.

The proposal was conveyed
to Ukraine during Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar’s visit to Kyiv and is
aimed at creating conditions
for broader peace negotia-
tions.

Under the proposed frame-
work, Russia and Ukraine
would be encouraged to stop
attacks on energy facilities
and critical infrastructure,
maintain access to Black Sea
ports for the movement of
essential goods, and refrain
from attacking commercial
vessels operating in the re-
gion.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha has described
India’s initiative as the most
comprehensive among sev-
eral ceasefire proposals re-
ceived by Kyiv.

STOP ATTACKS ON
ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE

'KEEP BLACK SEA
PORTS OPEN

‘& proTECT
COMMERCIAL SHIPPING

Under the proposed framework, Russia and Ukraine would be urged to
halt attacks on energy facilities and critical infrastructure, keep Black Sea ports
open for the movement of essential goods, and stop attacks on commercial
vessels operating in the region.

The move signals a more
active diplomatic role for
New Delhi in efforts to end
the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
India has consistently main-
tained that the war must be
resolved through dialogue
and diplomacy rather than
military means.

External Affairs Minister
Jaishankar has said India is

engaging with both Moscow
and Kyiv on issues includ-
ing Black Sea shipping, grain
and energy exports, and
measures to reduce attacks.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin has also acknowledged
Prime Minister Narendra
Modis efforts to facilitate
a possible resolution to the
conflict.

Indias three-part proposal
could offer a limited path-
way to reduce immediate
tensions while keeping the
door open for wider peace
talks. Its success, however,
will ultimately depend on
whether Russia and Ukraine
agree to the proposed meas-
ures and implement them on
the ground.

Shorties

India’s Three-Part Ceasefire Plan Gets Nod From
Russia, Ukraine

News Desk: Indias three-
part ceasefire proposal
to help end the Russia-
Ukraine war has received
positive responses  from
both Moscow and Kyiv.

The proposal calls for end-
ing attacks on energy and
critical infrastructure, keep-
ing Black Sea ports open for
grain and energy supplies,
and protecting commercial
shipping in the region.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha has described
Indias initiative as the
“broadest” among recent

ceasefire proposals and in-
dicated that Kyiv is willing
to consider limited truces
covering energy facilities
and the Black Sea.

Moscow has also welcomed

the initiative. ~ Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said Russia was “grateful to
our Indian friends” for their
readiness to contribute to
resolving the conflict and

for the ideas being put for-
ward.

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar has said India
has moved “beyond advo-
cacy” and is engaging with
both Russia and Ukraine
on practical measures to re-
duce hostilities.

The developments strength-
en India’s diplomatic role in
the conflict, though a wider
ceasefire and lasting peace
agreement will ultimately
depend on Moscow and
Kyiv reaching a broader un-
derstanding.

World Leaders Congratulate PM Modi
on 25 Years in Government

New Delhi: Leaders from several countries, including Ja-
pan, Bhutan, the Philippines, Belgium, Nepal, Nigeria and
Botswana, congratulated Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday on completing 25 years of continuous public
service as head of government.

Modi became the Chief Minister of Gujarat on October 7,
2001, and served three consecutive terms before becoming
Prime Minister in 2014. He has since continued as Prime
Minister for three terms.

Expressing gratitude, Modi thanked the foreign leaders for
their warm wishes and messages marking the milestone.
He said the greetings reflected the strong ties and goodwill
shared between India and the respective countries.

Rahul, Priyanka Detained During
Delhi Protest

New Delhi: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi was detained by
Delhi Police on Wednesday as INDIA bloc leaders staged a
protest against Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar over alleged irregularities in the Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of electoral rolls, according to media reports.
Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra was also among the
opposition leaders reportedly detained during the protest.
The INDIA bloc leaders have raised concerns over the elec-
toral roll revision exercise and demanded greater transpar-
ency from the Election Commission. Police detained sever-
al protesters as the demonstration continued in the national
capital.

4.9-magnitude earthquake jolts Chamoli,
tremors felt across Delhi-NCR

News Desk: A 4.9-magnitude earthquake jolted Uttara-
khand’s Chamoli district late Tuesday night, sending trem-
ors across several parts of the state and parts of Delhi-NCR.
According to the National Centre for Seismology, the earth-
quake struck at around 10:23 pm, with its epicentre in Cha-
moli at a depth of approximately 13 km.

Tremors were felt in Chamoli, Bageshwar, Pithoragarh,
Champawat and Rudraprayag. Residents in Bhowali, Hald-
wani, Khatima, Rishikesh, Gopeshwar and Badrinath also
reported feeling the shaking.

Vedanta ESL Archery Academy Bags Gold, Silver ¢
Bronze in Jharkhand Championship

Bokaro: Gold, silver and
bronze medals marked a
memorable outing for Boka-
ros young archers at the 17th
Jharkhand State Junior Ar-
chery Championship, with
athletes from the Vedanta
ESL Archery Academy deliv-
ering a standout performance
and putting the city firmly in
the state’s archery spotlight.
Read Daily News

The championship, held from
October 2 to 4 at the Centre
of Excellence, Archery Acad-

emy, Karmadadhani, Dumka,
saw participation from junior
archers representing different
districts of the state.

The spotlight was on Kuldeep
Mahto, who clinched the
gold medal in the Junior In-
dian Round Men’s Individual
Olympic Round. Kuldeep de-
feated his opponent 7-3 in the
final to secure the state cham-
pionship title.

He continued his impres-
sive run in the qualification
round, finishing second in
the Junior Indian Round

Qualification (2x30 metres)
with a score of 667 points
and taking home the silver
medal. Bokaro also registered
a podium finish in the Junior
Indian Round Mens Team
Event, where the district team
won bronze after a 6-2 victo-
ry. The medal-winning squad
featured three archers from
the Vedanta ESL Archery
Academy — Kuldeep Mahto,
Rahul Mahto and Sandeep
Mabhto.

Ravish Sharma, CEO and
Whole-Time Director of ESL

Steel Limited, congratulated
the young archers on their
achievement. He said their
performance reflected the
hard work, discipline and
determination of the athletes
and reaffirmed the company’s
commitment to providing
young sportspersons with
training and opportunities to
compete at higher levels.

The performance has further
highlighted the academy’s
role in promoting archery at
the grassroots level in Boka-
ro. With regular coaching

and exposure to competitive
events, the academy is fo-
cused on developing prom-
ising archers for state and
national-level competitions.
Explore History

Set up by ESL Steel Limited,
the Vedanta ESL Archery
Academy provides young
athletes with professional
coaching, training and com-
petition opportunities, help-
ing them develop the skills
required to pursue higher-
level sporting careers.
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CM Naidu to meet PM Modi in
Delhi, seek Visakha Metro

approval, El Nino aid

New Delhi. (Agency)

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu will begin a two-
day visit to New Delhi on Wednesday,
during which he is scheduled to meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to seek

Uttar Pradesh

approvals for the Visakhapatnam
Metro Rail project and the beach

Chief Minister

corridor. He is also expected to seek

Yogi Adityanath

special financial assistance for the state
in view of the prevailing El Nino

claimed the "80

situation, according to an official
release. Naidu will also meet several

versus 20"
contest had

returned, with

80 per cent of

the electorate

backing the

Union ministers during the visit and

NDA and 20

take part in a Confederation of Indian
Industry event on Thursday. The
release said he will return to Amaravati

per cent with

late on Thursday. "Naidu to meet Prime
Minister in Delhi for approval of

the opposition's

Visakha metro rail project and beach
corridor. CM to seek special financial
assistance from the Prime Minister

PDA.

National

Yopi Adityanath sounds 2027
UP Rajya Sabha contest sets election tone

New Delhi. (Agency)

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Wednesday linked the latest Rajya Sabha
contest in the state to the 2027 Assembly

elections, saying it had set the tone for the
bigger political battle ahead. He claimed
the “80 versus 20” contest had returned,
with 80 per cent of the electorate backing
the NDA and 20 per cent with the
opposition’s PDA.

His remarks came a day after eight BJP
candidates and two Samajwadi Party
nominees filed papers for 10 Rajya Sabha
seats from Uttar Pradesh. With the SP not
fielding a third candidate, all 10
nominees are set to be elected
unopposed, subject to the completion of
the electoral process.

Addressing the “Seva Jyoti Yatra-Viksit Bharat
Sankalp Sabha” in Lucknow, Adityanath said,
“The Rajya Sabha election (nominations) in
Uttar Pradesh showed what the result of the
Assembly election is going to be. The 80 versus
20 fight has returned. Eighty per cent are with
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attle cry,

the NDA and 20 per cent with the PDA, and what
is going to happen to the PDA will again be
before you.” He had earlier said that 80 per cent
of voters supported good governance under the
BJP while 20 per cent would be on the opposite

candidate once it had secured the required
numbers. The BJP candidates who filed their
nominations on Tuesday are Dharampal Singh,
Prakash Pal, Shruti Gangwar, Vidya Sagar
Sonkar, Priyanka Singh Rawat, Radhakant
Ojha, Gopi Krishna Pandey and Ram Pratap
Singh Chauhan.

The SP has nominated veteran leader Ram
Gopal Yadav and Reliance Industries
executive Dhanraj Parimal Nathwani. The
Rajya Sabha elections are scheduled for
October 16, while the terms of the sitting
members from the 10 Uttar Pradesh seats will
end on November 25.The BJP’s list includes
three OBC leaders, two Dalit leaders, two
Brahmins and one Thakur, reflecting an effort
to maintain broad social and regional
representation ahead of the 2027 Assembly
polls. The SP, meanwhile, has built its
political narrative around PDA — “Pichhda,
Dalit, Alpsankhyak” — as its social coalition for
the 2027 election. In sum, the Rajya Sabha
nominations have sharpened the political
messaging of both sides well before the next
Assembly contest.

side. SP chief Akhilesh Yadav had earlier hinted

at fielding a third candidate. But on the last date
for filing nominations on Tuesday, he said his
party’s focus was not on three seats but on the
403 Assembly seats in Uttar Pradesh. Yadav had
earlier said the party would field a third

with prevailing El Nino impact in
Andhra Pradesh," the release said.

Daro mat: DMK asks Rahul Gandhi
to break silence on Tamil Nadu SIR
voter deletions

Chennai. (Agency)

The DMK on Wednesday renewed its
demand that Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi break his "silence" on alleged
large-scale voter deletions in Tamil
Nadu, citing a media report that it said

Assembly election. In a post on X,
DMK spokesperson Saravanan
Annadurai drew a contrast with
Gandhi's remarks on Bihar, where he

Unforgettable: Nitin Nabin on PM Modi's
29-year journey, calls 2014 a turning point

At a BJP event, party president Nitin Nabin hailed Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 25-year journey in government and called it

World leaders praise PM's 25-
year milestone, Bhutan PM
calls him Vishnu's avatar
New Delhi. (Agency)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 25-year
journey at the helm of government has

unforgettable. He said Modi hecame PM through a direct public mandate rather than political inheritance.

drawn praise from leaders across the globe

New Delhi. (Agency)
BJP president Nitin Nabin on Wednesday

showed the Special Intensive Revision | described Prime Minister Narendra Modi's o
(SIR) exercise had significantly | 25-year journey at the head of government as
affected the outcome of the 2026| an '"unforgettable" chapter marked by -

continuous struggle, and said Modi was the
first prime minister to be presented directly to
voters as the principal face of a Lok Sabha
election campaign.
Addressing a BJP event in the presence of PM
Modi, Nabin said the 2014 general election
marked a departure from how prime
ministerial candidates had been chosen and
presented to the electorate in the past."The
2014 general election marked the first time
that the prime ministerial candidate was not
merely the face of a party, nor was he

¢
ol &

nominated solely by the party, but was instead
presented directly to the people as the
principal face of the campaign,” Nabin said.
"He became the first prime minister to be
appointed through a direct mandate from the

with an unusually personal tribute from
Bhutan, where Prime Minister Tshering
Tobgay described him as an “avatar of
Lord Vishnu” and later said he had
concluded that his assessment was right,
identifying the avatar as Kalki. In a
detailed message, Tobgay recalled his first
meeting with PM Modi in Delhi on July
27, 2019, when he was no longer prime
minister or an MP after his party’s defeat in
Bhutan’s elections. He said he met PM
Modi as a private citizen and thanked him
for his support during his years in office.

1 electorate," he added. Nabin cited former
President Pranab Mukherjee's description of
the 2014 Lok Sabha election as a "tectonic
shift". According to Nabin, Mukherjee had
noted that Modi was the first prime minister to
be presented to the public as a declared
candidate and subsequently receive immense
public support. Nabin contrasted this with the
manner in which earlier prime ministers had
assumed office. He said Jawaharlal Nehru
was chosen by Congress leaders before
becoming the country's first prime minister,
while Indira Gandhi was also selected by
party leaders. Rajiv Gandhi, he said, first
became prime minister following the death of
his mother, Indira Gandhi, and only later
secured a public mandate.

had alleged that elections were
"stolen". Annadurai's comments came a

application before deciding on it. “We will According to a LiveLaw report, the
examine and then take a call,” he said. The application has reportedly been filed citing a

day after INDIA bloc leaders, including
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, marched from Parliament to the
Election Commission office in Delhi
and demanded the resignation of Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar over the SIR process. Taking a
direct swipe at Gandhi with the phrase
"Daro Math!" Annadurai said the
Congress leader had spoken forcefully
about Bihar but remained silent on
developments in Tamil Nadu. Referring
to the media report, he claimed that the
SIR exercise had altered election
results in the state. "Most notably,
among the 135 constituencies where
more than 20,000 voters were deleted,
TVK won 84. In the 10 constituencies
with more than 80,000 deletions, TVK
won all 10," Annadurai claimed.

Kharge calls INDIA bloc lunch after Rahul

Gandhi detention over vote chori protest

Mallikarjun Kharge will host INDIA bloc MPs for lunch at 1.30 pm in Sagar Ratna, Janpath. The meeting is expected to

The Supreme Court on Wednesday agreed
to examine an application seeking recall of
its recent split verdict on whether challenges
to the 2023 law governing the appointment
of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
and Election Commissioners (ECs) should
be referred to a larger bench. Senior
Advocate Gopal Sankaranarayanan
mentioned the application before Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mohana, telling the
bench that the plea sought recall of the
judgment. “There is a split verdict on the
Chief Election Commissioner issue. We
have mentioned an application for recall of
the judgment,” Sankaranarayanan said. The
CJI said the court would examine the

Plea seeks recall of split verdict on GEG selection law; CJI says will examine it

New Delhi. (Agency)

senior counsel clarified that the plea was an reasonable apprehension of bias involving
interlocutory application (IA) seeking recall Justice Satish Chandra Sharma, who was

of the September 23 verdict passed by a
bench of Justices Dipankar Datta and Satish
Chandra Sharma. An IA is a formal request
filed during an ongoing case seeking a
specific interim order or direction. beforethe CJL

Tobgay said he told PM Modi that he
would always regard him as an elder
brother because of the affection PM Modi
had shown him. He also told PM Modi that
he saw him as an “avatar of Lord Vishnu”,
explaining that enlightened rulers have
long been regarded as such in their part of
the world. Tobgay said he later wondered
whether he had been carried away, but
after reflecting on PM Modi’s leadership,
he concluded that he had been right. When
the two met again on March 14, 2024,
Tobgay said he told PM Modi that he had
thought long and hard about his earlier
remark and had concluded that he was
right. He added that he now knew which
avatar of Vishnu he meant — the final
avatar associated with overcoming
disorder, restoring dharma and ushering in
renewal.

part of the bench, as his son is a standing
counsel for the Election Commission of
India. Sankaranarayanan also informed the
bench that another party had filed a curative
petition against the split verdict. “A curative
petition has been filed. That, I think, will
have to go in its own form. Whether it is
maintainable, I don't know. Ours is an 1A
seeking recall of the judgment. Curative
often requires a review,” he said. The recall
application had earlier been mentioned
before Justice Datta’s bench, but the matter
was subsequently released and
Sankaranarayanan was asked to mention it

Dhappa: How Rahul Gandhi's new protest

shape the opposition's next move and sharpen its demand for the CEC's resignation.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge
will host a lunch for INDIA bloc MPs in
Delhi today, a day after the opposition's
protest march and Rahul Gandhi's sit-in

over the "vote chori" issue. The meeting is
expected to help the alliance decide its
immediate next steps as it steps up its
campaign and presses its demand for Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar's
resignation. Sources said Kharge will host
the lunch for INDIA bloc MPs at 1.30 pm at

Sagar Ratna on Janpath. The meeting
comes after a day of protests led by the
opposition, with Rahul Gandhi taking
centre stage in a demonstration that led to a
lockdown of Parliament Street and ended
with his detention. Tuesday's high drama
began around 11 am when opposition MPs
marched from Parliament House over the
"vote chori" allegation amid heavy police
barricading. While most opposition MPs
were detained and stopped from moving
ahead, Rahul Gandhi, along with other
Congress MPs including Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, entered the Akashvani Bhawan
premises, about 200 metres from the
Election Commission office, insisting that
they be allowed to meet the election
commissioners. The sit-in began around
noon and continued for more than eight
hours. It ended after 8 pm when a large
number of police personnel forcibly
removed Gandhi and others and put them
into police vans and buses as the MPs
resisted.
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Patna (Agency).

The route from Parliament to the
Election Commission
headquarters was heavily

paramilitary personnel were

Gandhi's 'dhappa'. Joined by
Priyanka Gandhi, the Leader of
the Opposition led a surprise eight-
hour siege of the Akashwani
Bhawan as the Congress stepped
up its protest against Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar
overalleged SIR irregularities.

It is for the third time over the past
two months that Rahul caught the
police and, to some extent, even
Congress leaders, off guard by his
impromptu sit-ins. In July, the
Congress MP led a flash protest
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barricaded. Police and = g

ready. But then came Rahul ¢

BN outside the Prime Minister's
M residence. Last month, we saw Act
2 of his new playbook when he
M suddenly barged into the
Parliament Street Police Station
with a student protester who
suffered pellet injuries during the
- ﬁ July 20 violence and demanded an
‘“m ~» FIR belodged.

THE RAHUL TWIST DURING CEC PROTEST

Such flash street protests have become a new weapon in Rahul's
political arsenal. Act 3 unfolded on Tuesday. It appeared that Delhi
Police had anticipated every move of the Opposition's protest march to
Nirvachan Sadan. As the opposition's march reached

NITI Aayog office, a few hundred metres from the ECI headquarters,
the protesters ran into the police. Amid the hullabaloo, Rahul gave
cameras something to click. He climbed over a police barricade and
waved the Tricolour as Congress leaders tried to push forward.
However, the police had enough. A familiar script followed as the

trick is keeping cops on their toes

Rahul Gandhi
and the Congress
led a surprise
eight-hour siege
of the Akashwani
Bhawan during

their protest

against CEC
Gyanesh Kumar. It

is the third time in
the past two
months that Rahul
has caught the
police off guard
with his impromptu

police started detaining the leaders and bundling them into buses.
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sit-ins.
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Raju From Alwar and the
new professional cons

Raju From Alwar has just been upstaged by a
‘recruiter’, supposedly from the UK. Before my
sons went to a boarding school in another town,
they attended a local day school. Early mornings
were a whirl of madness for their mother — getting
them ready, giving them breakfast, checking if their
bags were packed and homework done. Then came
stage two of stress, which was my department:
rushing to the car or bus, and hoping that the traffic
was clear enough to reach the school gates on time.
Once all those hundreds of children had been
deposited for the day, there was a collective of
relieved parents and guardians who looked as if
they had just been rescued from a conflict zone.
The way back was more leisurely. One was patient
with erring vehicles, and could even sit out a traffic
jam. One could even smile or crack a silly joke or
two. And then, for a while, there was Raju From
Alwar to provide additional entertainment.

By that time, mobile phones had arrived.
Somewhere on the way back home, I’d get a call. A
deadpan voice would come on: “I am Raju from
Alwar speaking. I operate a digging machine. I
have located a hoard of old gold coins and need
someone to invest and help me retrieve and sell
them. Your name has been given to me. For just one
lakh, you will be able to make one crore.”

Assorted parents returning from school duty, and
packed in the car, would then take over. Someone
would pester Raju From Alwar for more details and
then, there would be someone who actually thought
that this was a genuine proposal and expressed his
desire to invest in it. These calls continued for a few
days, till that expressionless voice lost interest and
hope in us. A couple of conversations revealed that
there were several additional clones of Raju who
had called other parents too. To the best of my
knowledge, no one in my circle of friends invested
in Raju From Alwar and his pot of gold.Now, let’s
fast forward to the present day. A seemingly
genuine mail arrived a few days back from a
supposed recruiter offering a position. The mail
was well structured and the language polished.
Research had been done and the supposed position
on offer seemed too good to be true. The con has
evolved and Al has stepped in as an able guide. It
has become harder to tell the difference between
thereal and the fake.

Let’s move on. In a world where scams run into
thousands of crores and at a time of skyrocketing
expenses for the common man, some things have
actually become cheaper and far more accessible
— telephone communication for one. Not so long
back, STD booths lay thick across the country and
were a fairly effortless way of earning for even a
small but well-located establishment. For
thousands across the country, this was a way of
keeping in touch with their loved (or hated) ones.
Privacy was limited and from an open room, or
counter top, or from an inadequately soundproofed
booth, the exchange of love and hate and
everything in between could be heard.

Someone I knew added an STD phone to his
existing business premises. Then one day, he told
me the secret of how money was actually made. For
a charge of, say, Rs 49, where a 50-rupee note was
handed over, few if any customers would insist on
the return of the change of one rupee. The vendor,
even if his change box was rattling with coins,
would ask for the exact amount to be tendered, and
if that was not forthcoming, would keep that extra
one rupee. Now that solitary rupee (or more)
multiplied over a few hundred calls could add up to
a decent amount. This, as one was told, was the
‘malai’, the cream of the business.In the absence of
legal tender as change, there is still no shortage of
those who will hand over a toffee or candy as
change. Here, again, there is a hidden profit. The
toffee/candy costs less than the amount to be
handed back as change. Some years back, my wife,
who was thoroughly irritated by a particular
business establishment that dispensed candies as
change on a regular basis, decided to do something
about it. She bought something and as she was
being handed back candies as change, she dug into
her purse and counted out the requisite number of
candies required to round off the figure. As she

Touchstones: A crisis of public morality

Safe in our gated colonies, our doors firmly shut against intruders and the outside world, all we care for now is our personal spaces

There is no point in repeating what all of us
have been bombarded with of late: the row
over the Election Commission and the
spate of sexual attacks on single girls in
parks and on our streets. I am appalled at
what such reportage often implies, '
depending on which side you are on. Surely i..
there are no debating points to be scored
over what is clearly a crisis of public
morality, but it’s as if we have all sat back
and let the screeching influencers, biased
media and political parties battle it out.
What about us? Do we have no agency at
all?

Safe in our gated colonies, our doors firmly
shut against intruders and the outside
world, all we care for now is that our
personal spaces are kept clean and safe.
This is a terrible development and one so
different from the world we grew up in. It
frightens me to think that if our
grandchildren lock themselves in (behind
their devices, CCTVs and mobiles), what
will they grow up to be? Contrast this with
the noisy intrusive lives we had as children:
people who kept an eye on the entire
neighbourhood. Old grannies who would
warn a working mother that a boy came to
visit her daughter when she was at work or
of a boy slyly smoking when the parents
were out. Their sharp eyes missed nothing
and heaven knows how many mental
health issues they managed to keep away.In
our days, boys who stalked girls or who
lurked around were called eve-teasers.
Their only ‘weapons’ were whistling or
passing lewd comments: physical groping
or sexual violence (especially on university
campuses) was very, very rare. I was in the Allahabad
University from 1968-72, a student of the English
Department that doubled up as the Law faculty after 2 pm.
In those days, we used to consider all law students goons
and louts and although they would pass personal (often
witty) comments, I do not recall any physical badtameezi.
Of course, we girls walked to our hostel or to the
university’s library in a group to remain protected. Some
of the comments that were passed by these guys still bring
a smile to my face, but there was no flashing or groping
that I can recall. The elephant in this room was the sexual
violence within homes. In the large joint families we were
part of, there was always a widowed great-aunt or an
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unmarried spinster who became the target of the horny
men in the clan. When I acted in ‘Monsoon Wedding’, I
realised how widespread this phenomenon was and how
it was always shushed up to keep the family’s good name
intact. Uncles, boy cousins, even male servants did
unspeakable acts of sexual violence against young girls
and single women. To bring oneselfto even speak about it
was difficult and if one managed to find the courage to do
so, chances were that your mum, older sister or an aunt
would tell you to never say a word about it to anyone.
What damage this did to so many young girls is a matter
of enquiry by those sociologists who write and research
such matters, but I can tell you that no joint family was

Keralam Congress dissent could undermine UDF gains

pure in this sense.

Subjects such as child abuse, sexual
violence, sexual orientation, mental
cruelty to one’s wife — all these were
brushed under the carpet. I myself can
only now at 75 find the courage to speak
of this openly. Men were given the
freedom to abandon their wives and
children for some larger ‘good’, while
women were forced to abandon all their
ambitions and bury their talents in the
service of the family and clan. All our
great political icons from that era —
Gandhi and Nehru included — were
guilty of having relationships with other
women while their own wives were
virtually invisible outside the kitchens or
women’s quarters. Our traditional homes
were divided into men’s spaces and
women’s areas. The gol kamra belonged
to the men and their male friends, while
women were relegated to the courtyard,
kitchen, puja room and the ‘backside’ of
the house. Thus our very architecture was
created to underscore separate lives and
set free the real ‘doers’ from those (the
women) who worked in the
‘backroom’.To some extent, this was
altered when colonial architecture
created the Civil Lines areas for the sahib
log and the shahar was kept well away
from its carefully tended municipal
precincts. Look at New Delhi today: the
zone known as Lutyens’ Delhi is a
beautifully manicured area. However, the
lanes and pavements around it are a
glimpse into a ‘basti’ that is hastily
covered up when an important foreign
dignitary arrives or an event is organised. That old mindset
will forever keep India and Bharat separated because that
is how the old feudal and colonial state must remain
despite freedom and the promise of an egalitarian state.
For all the scorn heaped upon this zone, name me one
politician (from any party) who wouldn’t sell his soul to
live there.

Finally, endorsing a recent Tribune article in praise of Dr
Manmohan Singh on his birth anniversary. I hope this
government will bestow him with the Bharat Ratna that he
deserved and was never awarded, either by his own party
or this one. No one can deny that this quiet, self-effacing

doer would raise its worth.

Prakash’s uncharacteristic public dissent exposes the state of affairs in the government. Over three months into
governance, the Satheesan administration has yet to tie up some loose ends and get down to business

It's no secret that all isn’t well within the Congress in
Keralam. But after coming to power after a decade in
opposition, the party was expected to overcome
differences, deliver good governance and build on
electoral goodwill. That isn’t happening. Senior leader
Adoor Prakash’s criticism of V D Satheesan’s style of
functioning may be the first public censure of the Chief
Minister from within the party. Murmurs of
dissatisfaction have been apparent since the new
government assumed office and are only growing louder.
As UDF convener, Prakash is integral to its leadership,
and his assertion that Satheesan is taking significant
decisions unilaterally, without consulting the party or the
coalition, cannot be dismissed lightly.This reflects more
than internal party discord, signalling a troubling level of
discontent within the alliance. Prakash cited the recent
cabinet-rank appointments and delays in filling top
positions in boards and corporations as evidence of this
disconnect. He complained that the UDF is not meeting
regularly, attributing this to the CM’s failure, as chairman,

Prakash’s uncharacteristic public dissent exposes the state
of affairs in the government. Over three months into
governance, the Satheesan administration has yet to tie up
some loose ends and get down to business. For one, it has
been unable to appoint heads to several boards and

said: “If you can give these as change, you should
also accept them.

to take the initiative.

corporations, a crucial task through which an alliance

honours its agreements and ensures the
administration runs smoothly. Besides, controversies
surrounding Satheesan’s sponsored private-jet trip, a
minister’s use of a borrowed Land Rover as the
official vehicle and unofficial foreign trips by a few
others, coupled with the CM’s belligerent defence of
these actions, have deepened dissatisfaction within
the alliance.The public mood is also shifting, as the
recent local body bypoll results suggest: the
opposition LDF won 18 of the 38 seats, including
seven wrested from the UDF. Prakash cited the
results as evidence that both the Congress and UDF
are weakening in Keralam. If the bypoll results are a
warning sign, his remarks underscore persisting
differences within. Having won an impressive
mandate, Congress now has an opportunity to show what
it can deliver. It must first resolve internal conflicts before
they become common knowledge, while delivering on its
promise of change and good governance to sustain its
electoral gains and public support.

Parties Beware! Explanation is the New Vote Changer

~The Indian who once watched politics and governance as spectacle is beginning to
watch it as machinery. And he wants to know how the machine works

What has changed in India? The BJP, bolstered by
Narendra Modi’s image and with a bit of help from EC
boss Gyanesh Kumar, seems to have missed it. The Indian
villager always knew the government has rules. He must
deal with the patwari, tehsildar, police station, block
office, a ration shop or a panchayat by following
procedures. What has changed now is that these rules are
being explained to him. Gen Z has demystified
governance: the hitherto of a minster, MP, chief minister
or bureaucrat has come crashing down. Citizens
understand the powerful are fallible and biologically like
them: maybe not with money and limousines, but fallible
nevertheless. Only Tamil Nadu chief minister Vijay gets
it; he cancelled a previous RTI rule that the police don’t
come under its purview. The people have already seen the
movie. They know what his role is.The CJP could fail, last
or not: it may fail, because has-beens like Kejriwal and
never-beens like Yogendra Yadav and Modi-baiter Mahua
Moitra have joined the students, damn the age gap.
Reuters Institute’s 2024 India Digital News Report found
54 per cent of respondents used YouTube and 48 per cent
WhatsApp for news each week. A 2024 YouGov-Mint-
Centre for Policy Research survey of the 10,314 people
across 200 Indian cities and towns found 47 per cent
followed politics on social media; court cases become
mass digital stories and trial by vox populi. A Supreme
Court judgment concerning free speech, privacy, same-
sex relationships, citizenship, reservations, religious
practices, internet shutdowns, bail, or government powers
can be clipped into Instagram reels, YouTube explainers,
X posts and WhatsApp forwards within minutes. A young

lawyer in Lucknow explains an Election Commission court cases better, but could simultaneously get whether a government has followed procedure, and
procedure on his phone. A Patna student takes apart a misinformation about what those provisions actually whether Parliament has exceeded its powers. Despite
government notification in Hindi. A civil service aspirant mean.Survey evidence shows youth protest participation memes and ditties, the agitations are necessarily anti-

compares a minister’s statement with the
relevant government document online.
These are not necessarily English-speaking
metropolitan liberals addressing an
audience they regard as less educated.
Increasingly, the people doing the
explaining come from the same linguistic
and social worlds as those watching them,
speaking in Hindi, Bengali, Marathi,
Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, and other Indian
languages. Someone is explaining in a
language shorn of officialdom, what the
government can be empowered to do, what
the citizen had hitherto believed, and what &
procedure any institution must follow. The [
Indian who once watched politics and
governance as spectacle is beginning to
watch it as machinery. And he wants to
know how the machine works. Why does a
name disappear from a voter list? Why is an
examination cancelled? Why is a school teacher-less. The
extraordinary part is rural India’s political education has
an updated syllabus increasingly being taught by young
urban antagonists. Words such as Article 14, Article 19,
Article 21, fundamental rights, due process, bail, habeas
corpus, judicial review, sedition, UAPA, and contempt of
court circulate far beyond law schools. But the paradox is
they may know the names of constitutional provisions and

af
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is not a marginal phenomenon. A large Lokniti-CSDS
youth found that about 15 per cent of Indian youth
participated in a protest, while 26 per cent had in activities
of student organisations. The fascinating development is
the fall of awe: the judiciary has entered political
conversation. Young routinely discuss whether a law is
“constitutional”, a court has stayed an order youth think is
unfair, whether police action violates fundamental rights,

Modi: it is the diffusion of protest methods
and expectations, and a united anti-
government movement sweeping cities and
rural India. An angry Gen Alpha gets voting
rights in 2040: school protests are moving

into rural India. Administrations are boxed-
, in: perform or lathi charge. The andhbhakts
who refuse to open their eyes and label
youth as dimagi Naxals talk about
development not potholes, progress and
sheets hiding slums from foreign
dignitaries.The underlying question is the
same: “This is a public service we are
entitled to; why isn’t the state delivering
it?”” Schoolchildren demanding a teacher or
villagers demanding a road aren’t
protesting ideologically against the Prime
Minister. Rural political dissatisfaction
once had very direct vocabulary: Our road
isn’t built yet. Give us water. Give us
electricity. Give us a school. The newer vocabulary is:
Why isn’t the government fulfilling its obligation? Who is
accountable? What does the law guarantee? Why has
money been allocated if the facility doesn’t exist? But the
question comes in the same form: Why? Under what rule?
‘Who decided? And what can I do about it? Now, that is a
very different citizen from the one the Indian state was
accustomed to dealing with.
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Baseless: Team Virat
Kohli denies he took Rs
5 crore to visit
Premanand's ashram

PUDUCHERRY. (Agency)

Former India captain Virat Kohli's
spokesperson has denied claims that the
cricketer was paid Rs 5 crore to visit spiritual
leader Premanand Mabharaj's ashram in
Vrindavan.The statement comes after an
allegation made by Dinesh Sharma,
popularly known as Falahari Mabharaj,
surfaced in reports and social media.
Sharma, who is the president of the Shri
Krishna Janmabhoomi Sangharsh Nyas, had
alleged that Rs 5 crore was spent to bring
Kohli to Premanand Maharaj's ashram.The
allegation has not been independently
verified. No publicly available payment

record, contract or other evidence has
emerged to establish that Kohli received Rs 5
crore for visiting the ashram.

Responding to the claim, Kohli's
spokesperson said the allegations were
"completely false, baseless and factually
incorrect.""We would like to categorically
state that the claims made by Falahari
Maharaj Dinesh Sharma in regards to Mr.
Virat Kohli are completely false, baseless
and factually incorrect," the spokesperson
said.The spokesperson also said Kohli's
visits to Premanand Maharaj were motivated
by his personal faith and respect for the
spiritual leader."Mr. Virat Kohli visits
Premanand Maharaj Ji purely out of his deep
faith and reverence for Maharaj Ji," the
statement said.Kohli and his wife, actor
Anushka Sharma, have visited Premanand
Mabharaj in Vrindavan on several occasions.
Their first reported visit to the spiritual
leader took place in January 2023, and the
couple have subsequently returned to the
ashram multiple times.On the cricketing
front, Kohli recently returned to ODI action
in India's three-match series against the West
Indies.

Harmanpreet Kaur, Smriti
Mandhana hadn't been seeing eye

NAGOYA. (Agency)

It was a no-brainer that Smriti Mandhana
would receive the honour of captaining the
Indian women's cricket team after
Harmanpreet Kaur's resignation from the
position. But is it a case of the elevation
coming too late in the day for the 30-year-
old left-hander, who is the country's best
batter right now by quite a distance?

The call from Harmanpreet, who led India
for the first time in 2016, to step down from
captaincy across formats was taken
following a review meeting with the BCCI.
The 37-year-old from Moga ended her
path-breaking leadership tenure on a high,
having just captained India to a second
consecutive Asian Games gold in
Japan.Mandhana was the obvious choice to
take over the mantle from Harmanpreet.
Having made her debut way back in 2013,
the elegant opener has risen to be among
the leading batters in the game, tallying
more than 10,000 runs across formats.
Mandhana was always head and shoulders
above the rest when it came to skill and now
she has further elevated her craft by adding
power to her all-round game. It was no
secret that she had run out of patience with
the selectors, who chose to maintain the
status quo on captaincy even after India
ended their ICC trophy drought with the
ODI World Cup win at home last year.In a
recent interview, she expressed her
readiness to lead India and after the Asian
Games gold, she went on to say that India
should be aiming to win bigger
tournaments. In between the 50-over high,
India had made premature exits from back-
to-back T20 World Cups, raising questions
over the leadership starBut the selectors did
not bell the cat.

Sports
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Harmanpreet Kaur: From hearthreak to glory,
a captain leaves with her head held high

New Delhi. (Agency)

For years, the question followed
Harmanpreet Kaur everywhere. Should she
continue as India captain? Had the time
come to pass the baton to the next
generation? After every disappointing
tournament, every batting failure and every
painful exit, the debate returned.On
Tuesday, October 6, the answer finally
came from Harmanpreet herself.

The 37-year-old stepped down as India's
captain across all formats, bringing the
curtain down on one of the most eventful
leadership careers in women's cricket. She
will continue to play for India, but the
captain's hat is no longer hers as she has
passed it on to Smriti Mandhana.Perhaps
there was an argument for Harmanpreet to
walk away from leadership after India's
historic ODI World Cup triumph last year.
She had finally achieved the one prize that
had eluded her for so long. But she stayed
on. She led India to the Women's Asia Cup
title in September and then guided them to a
second successive Asian Games gold medal

in October.Harmanpreet did not walk away
after failure. She did not leave with
questions hanging over her. She bowed out
after leading India to another major title,
with her head held high and her duty, as she
putit, done.

TAKING OVER INTURMOIL

was never supposed to be easy. She #
took over as India's full-time T20I
captain in 2016, at a time when the |
team was still searching for direction g
in the shortest format. India had W
endured a miserable campaign at the ¥
2016 Women's T20 World Cup on
home soil, winning only one of their
four group matches and failing to
reach the semi-finals. Harmanpreet
was soon entrusted with taking the
team forward.

She brought something different to
the leadership role. There was aggression,
instinct and a willingness to take risks.
More importantly, she was prepared to carry
the weight of expectation.Then came the
innings that changed how the world viewed

her.Her unbeaten 171 against Australia in
the 2017 Women's World Cup semi-final
remains one of the defining knocks in
Indian women's cricket. It carried India into
the final and turned Harmanpreet into a

global name. India eventually lost the
Lord's final to England, but something had
changed.The belief that India could
compete with the world's best was no longer
theoretical. Harmanpreet had helped create
it.The heartbreak, however, was only

beginning.

WEIGHT OF CAPTAINCY

The hardest part of being India's captain
was not always what happened on the
field.In 2018, Harmanpreet found herself at
the centre of one of the most bitter
controversies in Indian women's
cricket. Mithali Raj was left out of
the T20 World Cup semi-final
against England despite having
scored two half-centuries earlier
in the tournament. India lost by
eight wickets, and the decision
became a national talking
point.Harmanpreet defended the
selection call and said she had no
regrets. The backlash was severe.
Mithali's manager publicly
attacked the captain, and the
controversy became so draining
that Harmanpreet later admitted
she had considered stepping away from
cricket altogether.It was an early lesson in
what leadership meant for her. A captain
could make a decision for the team and still
have to carry the consequences alone.

Neeru Dhanda chose guns over dolls, feared the
shotgun, then shot Asian Games gold

New Delhi. (Agency)

When other girls her age wanted dolls, she
says, she was drawn to toy tractors and toy
guns. There was a wooden tractor, a bigger
iron one and a toy gun that fired pellets.
Those, she remembers, were the things she
chose.Years later, when a real gun finally
found its way into her hands, the reaction
was rather different. The gun belonged to
her cousin Lakshay Sheoran's father,
Somveer, and was an old Indian double-
barrel shotgun of the sort families once
kept for shooting pigeons in the fields.
One day, they took Neeru to a farmhouse
and decided to see if she could handle it. A
tin sheet became the target. Two or three
shots were fired. The sound frightened her.
She was still young. The gun was heavy in
her hands, the crack of the 7.5mm pellets
unfamiliar and startling. She panicked and
threw it away."I got scared," she recalled
in an interview with IndiaToday.in.It is an
unlikely beginning for the woman who,

years later, stood in pouring rain at the
Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games, calmly
breaking 28 of 30 targets to win a historic
gold medal.In Aichi-Nagoya, Neeru

ended India's 48-year wait for an
individual trap gold. Earlier that day, she
had won a women's team silver with
Aashima Ahlawat and Manisha Keer. The
following day, she returned to the range
and won another gold with Kynan Chenai
in the mixed team event.For much of her
journey, Neeru was not chasing Asian
Games records. She was trying to find a

way to build a better life for her family.
Neeru grew up in Sangatpura, a village in
Haryana's Jind district, in a family that
could not afford the luxuries associated
with a sport as expensive as shotgun
shooting. Her father is a farmer. The
family owns a modest amount of
farmland, while her mother, Sudesh Devi,
has supplemented their income by selling
buffalo milk. The extent of those financial
constraints was still evident on the
morning Neeru won her Asian Games
gold: her mother was on her way to collect
the family's ration when she heard the
news.Shooting was not an obvious career
choice.In fact, Neeru says she was not
particularly good at studies. Nor did she
grow up dreaming of becoming an elite
athlete. Her first sporting association was
with kabaddi.Then came Lakshay. Her
cousin had taken up trap shooting and won
a silver medal at the 2018 Asian Games in
Jakarta. Neeru did not know much about
shooting at the time.

Some don't want Argentina to win: Messi on
World Cup conspiracy in farewell speech

New Delhi. (Agency)

Lionel Messi slammed the conspiracy
theories surrounding Argentina's run in the
2026 World Cup and urged the fans to stay
united and support Argentina as he
brought down the curtain on his
international carecer on Wednesday,
October 7. The message contained a little
bit of everything from the Argentine
superstar as he was straightforward with
his words to an emotional crowd inside the
stadium.Messi ran the show on an
emotional night as Argentina hammered
Benin 3-0 at the Monumental in Buenos
Aires. Messi assisted two and then capped
off the win with a penalty in front of the
fans, who cheered him on with every touch

he made on the night.
As soon as the match was done and after a

drone show and a musical performance,
Messi was given the chance to speak to the
fans and his teammates. Messi started by
remembering his late father, Jorge, who
sadly passed away in August.

Messi admitted that he was sad to be
retiring from international football but
claimed that the last World Cup did take a
toll on him and the team, both
emotionally and physically. He then
targeted the theories that were floating
around regarding Argentina's run to the
finalMany had claimed that Messi and

| Co.receivedalot of favourable decisions

during key points in the tournament,
which allowed them to reach the final
against Spain.Messi thanked his
teammates for carrying him to World
Cup and Copa America glory in the final
few years of his international career. The
Argentine maestro then turned to the fans,
thanked them for their love and dedication
towards the national team.

Bumrah-Bhuvi for World Cup 20277
Ashwin's bold claim after
Bhuvneshwar's lni return
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New Delhi. (Agency)

Former spinner R Ashwin made the bold claim
that he can see Jasprit Bumrah and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar bowling in tandem for
India during next year's World Cup.
Bhuvneshwar made his way back into the
Indian T201 side for the New Zealand tour.
Bhuvneshwar's India career had been on hold
since the T20 World Cup semi-final against
England in Adelaide in November 2022.
Nearly four years later, the 36-year-old has
forced his way back into the national
reckoning with a string of impressive
performances in the IPL.The seamer's
consistency for Royal Challengers Bengaluru
over the past two seasons has played a major
part in his comeback. Bhuvneshwar has
claimed 45 wickets across the 2025 and 2026
IPL campaigns, contributing to RCB's title
triumphs during that period.

His 2026 season stood out in particular. The
veteran pacer finished with 28 wickets, while
maintaining an economy rate of 7.95,
underlining the impact he continues to have
with the ball.Speaking on his YouTube
channel, Ashwin said that Bhuvneshwar could
have been an all-format asset for India like
Bumah had he worked harder and avoided
injuries."l am very excited and happy for
Bhuvneshwar Kumar because he is a very
unassuming guy. And yes, I am once again
putting my neck on the line to say this: if he had
worked a little harder, if the timing had been
right and if he had avoided those injuries, with
the skill set he possesses, he could have been a
king for India across all formats."Do you want
swing? He has swing. If you want it to move
one way, he can do that.

Gautam Gambhir has a message to Agarkar's
critics in farewell note for selector

New Delhi. (Agency)

India men's cricket team head coach
Gautam Gambhir paid a touching tribute to
outgoing BCCI chief selector Ajit Agarkar
after his tenure officially came to a close.
The BCCI has formally set the ball rolling to
appoint anew member to its Men's Selection
Committee, inviting applications for the
vacant position following Ajit Agarkar's
exit.In his message on X, Gambhir appeared
to take a jibe at critics of Agarkar, stressing
that the success that Team India had over the
last three years was because of team-first
attitude and conviction.Agarkar, whose
tenure ended earlier this week, was among
the chief selectors who were willing to take
bold and, at times, unpopular calls. His
tenure saw India move on from Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma in Test cricket, while
Suryakumar Yadav was dropped from the
T20I side weeks after leading India to the
2026 T20 World Cup title."Dear Ajit Bhai,
an absolute honour to work with you. Those
3 ICC trophies are testimony of your
conviction: Team first & Team ahead,

always..  must say, History will be kinder to
you. Thank you for everything. My heartfelt
wishes for your future endeavours !!"
Gambhir wrote on X.The selection
committee also placed an emphasis on
building for the future, with Agarkar often
backing younger options over
established names. Not every call
worked, and some of his decisions
invited criticism, but the broader
approach remained consistent: India
kept moving forward rather than
looking back. Bhuvneshwar Kumar’s
recall to the T20I side, coming
immediately after Agarkar’s departure,
was a notable shift in that thinking,
with the veteran returning after nearly
four years.The governing body
released the application notice on
Tuesday, just 48 hours after Agarkar's
term as chairman came to an end on October
4. Agarkar had been at the helm of the senior
men's selection panel since taking charge in
July 2023, but reports had indicated that he
was not interested in seeking an extension.

Gambhir became the coach of the Indian

team during Agarkar's tenure and both men
have worked hand-in-hand to deliver the
Champions Trophy 2025 and the T20 World
Cup 2026.

AGARKAR'S TIME AS CHIEF

SELECTOR

Agarkar took charge of India's senior men's
selection panel on July 4, 2023, and
remained in the chairman's role for just over
three years, with his tenure ending in
October 2026. His stint coincided with one
of the most successful periods in Indian
cricket, with the team winning three ICC

trophies: the 2024 T20 World Cup, the 2025
Champions Trophy and the 2026 T20 World
Cup. India also reached the 2023 ODI World
Cup final during his tenure.

During Agarkar's tenure, the selection
committee also appeared more accessible to
the media, with the former India
all-rounder regularly addressing
the press after selection meetings
and explaining the thinking behind
major calls. Agarkar himself

| acknowledged the nature of the
.| job, saying it was impossible to
please everyone and that selectors
" would inevitably face criticism
given the level of interest in Indian
cricket.His tenure, however, was
not without controversy. One of the
biggest talking points was the
uncertainty surrounding the ODI
futures of Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli as
India began looking towards the 2027 World
Cup. In October 2025, Agarkar had publicly
backed the two veterans to continue, saying
they would not be put "on trial" given their
outstanding ODI records.
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Anjali Anand Recalls YRF Casting
Director's 'Lose Weight' Remark, Mom’s
Reaction To Meeting Karan Johar

TheResearchers’

Richag
Chﬂdht,

Recalls Being Told Ali Fazal
‘Won't Amount To Anything': ‘Iss
Ladke Ka Kuch Nahi Hoga:

li Fazal has come a long way in his career. From

struggling to find his place in the industry to working

on big Bollywood and Hollywood projects, the actor
has seen plenty of ups and downs. Richa Chadha has been
around for a big part of that journey, first as a friend and later
as his partner.

In a recent interaction with SCREEN, Richa spoke about
what it feels like to see Ali getting the recognition he has
worked towards for years. She said that while supportinga
partner can be complicated at times, this year has simply
made her happy.“Of course, it’s more complex than just
being supportive, but not this year. We’ve been together
for a long time. We’ve been married for six years. When [
see the culmination of all the hard work he’s done over
the years in 2026, there’s no complexity. There’s just
pure happiness."Richa has also seen Ali during the days
when things were far from easy. Remembering that
phase of his life, she said she has watched him go from
having very little to building a successful career.

“I’ve seen him at the time when he lived in a shanty and i
owned a bicycle. He’s not only my partner, butalsomy
friend. To see him overcome everything is just a very '
different feeling. I feel like maine iss din ke liye isko
paal pos ke bada
kiya hai (I feel
like I’ve nurtured
and raised it for
this very day)."

Richa also recalled
how some people
reacted when they
found out that she was
dating Ali. According t
her, two people from the film industry actually called her a
warned her that his career would not go very far. She
remembered them telling her, “Iss ladke ka kuchh nahi hoga (This
boy won’t result in anything)."But Ali eventually proved that there
was more to his career than those early doubts. Richa recalled how
people were surprised when he landed the 2017 Hollywood fil
Victoria & Abdul, which starred Judi Dench. She also praised Ali fo
holding his own opposite the veteran actor, saying that it was no eas:
task.Ali is currently having a busy year. He was seen in Mirzapur: Th
Movie and also featured in Prime Video India’s crime series Raakh. k
was also part of Shakun Batra’s segment in Lust Stories 3. r

Richa and Ali first met while shooting for Fukrey in 2012. They started ¢
friends before eventually falling in love. The couple made t
relationship public in 2017. They legally married in 2020 under the Spe
Marriage Act. P b R e
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Recalls Being Removed From Film Because /f

Hero's Wife Didn't Like Her: "The Worst Reason$

aapsee Pannu is known for never mincing her  the film because I kept asking the reason for my
words and being candid about her journey in  removal," Taapsee told Nayandeep Rakshit.
Bollywood. In a recent chat, the actress

In the same chat, she also recalled the worst reason
opened up about how she was dropped from a film  she was given for being replaced. The actress said,
at the hero’s demand, without being given a reason.

“The worst reason given to me when [ was replaced
She also recalled another incident where she was

was, ‘The hero’s wife doesn’t like you.” I don’t
replaced because the hero’s wife didn’t like her. know why she didn’t like me." However, Taapsee
“I have been told that I was replaced by the hero ofthe  did not name the actor or his wife.
film. God knows the reason. I keep imagining the Recently, Taapsee opened up about how she has
started turning down work to
avoid being typecast.
“Everybody is going into their
comfort zone and using tried-
and-tested methods. For [
instance, for glamorous roles,
they (industry) have a set of
five actresses they can cast, and
for hard-hitting, issue-based
films, they have another set of
five actresses to cast," she told
PTIlinan interview.

“I’ve actually started turning
down films for this reason,
telling makers that the audience
will easily guess the ending. So,

(I tell them) ‘Don’t cast me in this; it’s bad for your
film’.

I’ve gone and ‘de-sold” myself to a few films," she
added.Meanwhile, Taapsee was last seen in
Gandhari on Netflix.

|
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reasons.
I can imagine the insecurity; I can imagine that he
wanted someone else whom he was closer to. [ can
imagine various reasons, but I wasn’t given any
solid reason. I was just told that he didn’t want me in

happen as smoothly as one might expect

given her family background. Despite
having trained in both acting and dance, she
found herself struggling to land substantial
work. The situation became so difficult that she
eventually ran out of savings and began
considering a life outside the industry,
including moving abroad. However, things
changed for her as soon as Anjali bagged a role
in a Karan Johar film, which eventually opened
the door to her being cast as one of the leads in
Dhamaal 4. Speaking about the unexpected
turn in her career on Farah Khan’s YouTube
channel, Anjali recalled how her mother
reacted when she told her she was going to meet
Karan.

I Vor Anjali Anand, becoming an actor did not

Anjali Anand talks about her initial struggles

in the industry

In Farah Khan’s recent Vlog, Anjali Anand

revealed that her mother was in disbelief when
she told her about meeting Karan Johar.
According to the actress, her mother responded,
“Badi aayi Karan Johar se milne wali." She
essayed the role of Ranveer Singh’s sister in
Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem Kahaani. She said, “I
was at the lowest point of my life in 2020. I was
considering leaving India and quitting acting
altogether. I was not getting any acting offers.
The pandemic had happened, all my savings
were exhausted, and I was living alone on rent
for six months. I remember my friends had
dragged me to Goa when I received a message
from Shanoo Sharma. She said, ‘Babe, call
me‘lll

Talking about her meeting with YRF’s casting

director Shanoo Sharma, Anjali said,
“Whenever I used to meet her for roles, she
would tell me, “When you lose weight, we will
do something.”" Anjali’s mother recalled how
she would react whenever her daughter headed
out for an audition. She admitted that she would
often assume Anjali would not get the role,
telling herself, “She won’t make it this time
too."Anjali remembered how her mother
reacted when she found out that her daughter
was going to meet Karan Johar.

Anniversary With Parineeti Chopra:
'Not Sure I've Found The Words To.._.'

marital bliss with Bollywood actress

Parineeti Chopra with an adorable wish on
social media. Expressing his gratitude for the
life the two of them are building together,
Raghav uploaded a video montage of some rare
moments of the lovebirds together on IG.

P olitician Raghav Chadha marked 3 years of

wwwssss  He wrote on the photo-sharing app, “Three years

and I’m still not sure if I’ve found the words to
describe how much you mean to me. Which is
saying something, because I’m usually not short
ofthem (sic).”

“From that first breakfast together to now, you

have somehow made every version of life feel
warmer, fuller and more like home. Particularly,
this past year has given us so much to hold close,
and somehow made me even more grateful for
the life we are building together. Happy
anniversary @parineetichopra (sic)," he added.

Raghav concluded the post, saying, “I feel

incredibly lucky that I get to do life with you."
Parineeti’s mother and Raghav’s mother-in-law,
Reena Chopra, wished the couple in the
comment section, saying, “Awww !! Love you
both! Happy Anniversary".

Parineeti and Raghav tied the knot on September

24,2023, in a private ceremony in Udaipur. The
couple embraced parenthood on October 19,
2025, as they welcomed their son Neer. These
two are frequently seen supporting each other on
social media.

Most recently, Raghav praised Parineeti ahead of

her OTT debut with ‘Shaque’. Sharing the
recently released trailer of ‘Shaque’ on his
official Instagram handle, Raghav penned, “So
proud of you @parineetichopra...l know how
much you gave to Shaque, especially through a
time that was already very special for us. Having
spent some time at the shoot in Shimla, I also got
to see the warmth and talent of the team behind
it. An exceptionally talented bunch, and clearly
one you had a lot of fun working with."

® o
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BRIFF NEWS

Cabinet adopts resolu-
tion hailing achieve-
ments of PM Modi

New Delhi, Agency :
Cabinet on Tuesday adopt-
ed a resolution hailing the
achievements of Narendra
Modi in the last 25 years,
first as chief minister of
Gujarat and subsequently
as PM.

I&B minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the resolu-
tion marks Modi's uninter-
rupted public service
between Oct 7, 2001 and
Oct 7, 2026. The resolution
listed decisions taken by
Modi which have touched
the lives of common man
and has given the country
confidence. Vaishnaw said
Modi's success and long
service is a result of peo-
ple's trust and faith in his
style of governance and a
vibrant example of the
strength of Indian democ-
racy. The resolution high-
lighted PM's tenure with a
list of policy and political
mandate he has got in
Gujarat and at Centre. It
mentioned initiatives from
Modi's tenure as Gujarat
CM that were adopted and
extended at the national
level. These included
SWAGAT, the grievance-
redressal system through
which Modi interacted
with citizens in Gujarat,
and PRAGATI, Centre's
platform for reviewing
major projects and resolv-
ing implementation hur-
dles.

It also cited Gujarat's
Jyotigram scheme, which
created separate agricultur-
al electricity feeders, as an
approach  subsequently
expanded nationally. The
resolution linked Modi's
experience of poverty with

welfare initiatives, citing
60 crore Jan Dhan
accounts, over 4 crore

homes and 25 crore people
moving out of poverty.

80% vote in West Bengal
bypolls amid rigging
intimidation charges

Guwahatl,
Bypolls across three states
and one Union territory

Agency:

saw high but uneven
turnouts Tuesday, with
Bengal's Nandigram and
Rejinagar recording 80%
turnout amid allegations of
rigging, voter intimidation
and police interference,
while polling in one
Puducherry and two Tamil
Nadu assembly seats and
Assam's Nagaon Lok
Sabha constituency
remained largely peaceful.

Nandigram recorded
above 80% turnout by
7pm, but voters reported
being turned away from
booths. CM Suvendu
Adhikari, who had vacated
the seat after winning both
Nandigram and
Bhowanipore in May, said:
"In 2016, I won by 82,000
votes, my highest margin
ever. I believe that record
will be broken this time."

Congress candidate
Milan Pradhan, out on bail
following his arrest in a
2007 case after he filed his
nomination, said the elec-
tion had been "looted" and
complained of blocked
agents, voters being denied
entry, assault and vandal-
ism. CPI and ISF candidate
Sabe Mirza Khan also
alleged rigging.

Rejinagar recorded
80% turnout, with allega-
tions of police interference
dominating polling.

National
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ED unearths bribe racketinvolving top exec-
utives of 40 PSUS, banks & companies

New Delhi, Agency :
Enforcement Directorate
has unearthed a bribery
racket involving top execu-
tives of at least 40 public
sector undertakings and
government banks, besides
some corporate houses
engaged in siphoning off
and laundering hundreds of
crores of corporate social
responsibility (CSR) funds
channelled through multi-
ple charities promoted by a
class XII dropout, who has
been caught impersonating
as a medical doctor for
close to three decades.

According to ED, the
fake doctor, Dharmendra

Three new SC judges take oath, all in the name of God
number of women judges in SC - three out of 37

New Delhi, Agency: Three new
Supreme Court Judges - Justices
Sunita Agarwal, Devendra Kumar
Upadhyaya and Aparesh Kumar
Singh - on Tuesday took oath of
office in the name of God taking |
the working strength of SC to 37
judges, just one short of the sanc-

tioned strength.

CJI Surya Kant administered
Agarwal,
Upadhyaya and Singh, who were
chief justices of Gujarat, Delhi and
Telangana HCs respectively, in the
attorney
general R Venkataramani, solicitor
general Tushar Mehta and other
senior advocates and lawyers.

With the elevation of Justice
Agarwal, who is the 13th women
judge of SC, the strength of women

oath to Justices

presence of SC judges,

David Morrison for talks.
Morrison,

this month.

"The meeting was part of the
regular dialogue at the NSA
level. The two sides reviewed
progress in bilateral security and
law enforcement cooperation.

senior diplomatic
and international affairs adviser
to the PM, is visiting India in the
middle of the fifth round of talks
for a mutually beneficial eco-
nomic partnership agreement.
Canadian foreign minister Anita
Anand will also visit India later

Kumar Chandradeyv,
received CSR donations in
his multiple trusts regis-
tered for the purpose of
laundering money meant
for charity and exempted
from taxation. These funds
were further returned back

issues.

networks.

judges in the apex court at present
became three. The other two being
Justices B V Nagarathna, who is
scheduled to become the first
woman CJI on Sep 24 next year,
and Justice V Mohana.

During the tenure of Justice N V
Ramana as CJI, the Supreme Court
had the highest number of sitting
SC judges at four - Justices India
Banerjee, Nagarathna, Hima Kohli
and Bela M Trivedi, last three of

Amid Canada trade talks
NSAs discuss security coop

New Delhi, Agency: Amid
efforts to conclude a bilateral
trade agreement ahead of a likely
visit by PM Narendra Modi to
Ottawa in December, India and
Canada held another round of
security dialogue, with NSA Ajit
Doval hosting his counterpart

They also agreed to identify addi-
tional areas for practical coopera-
tion," a source said.

The last round of talks in Feb
saw India and Canada agreeing to
a roadmap on national security

The two countries had
also agreed to appoint security
and law enforcement liaison offi-
cers to enable timely information
sharing on issues of mutual con-
cern like flow of drugs and
transnational organised criminal

to the "donor" in cash, after
retaining his commission.
The racket involved some
corporate houses, hospi-
tals, public sector compa-
nies and govt banks. Top
executives of these PSUs
were heavily bribed for

SC were

Misra,

tered against
Booth Level

the
Intensive
(SIR).

FIR

whom had taken oath on Aug 31,
2021. While the Collegium led by
Justice Ramana had recommended
appointment
judges, the present collegium led
by CJI Kant has so far appointed
two women judges.

SC got its first woman judge in
M Fathima Beevi on Oct 6, 1989,
39 years after SC was established.
Justice Beevi had retired from
Kerala HC on Apr 29, 1989, but was
elevated to the SC five months after
retirement. Other women judges in

Manohar, Ruma Pal, Gyan Sudha
Ranjana
Bhanumathi and Indu Malhotra. SC
judge strength was increased from
34 to 38, including the CJI, initially
through an Ordinance on May 16.

(BLA) for allegedly fil-
ing "false" Form-7 appli-
cations seeking the dele-
tion of 30 voters from
the electoral rolls during
ongoing Special
Revision

The case is the first
registered  in
Telangana over allega-

The FIR was regis-
tered at Chikkadapally
Police Station against

releasing CSR funds.

On Oct 1, the central
agency carried out searches
at eight locations across
Mabharashtra, Bengal,
Gujarat and Delhi-NCR

related to these bogus
donations  cases. The
agency seized several

pieces of evidence and
details of transactions relat-
ed to PSU executives and
corporate hospitals, in
addition to Rs 21 lakh in
unaccounted cash. "The
CSR  mechanism  was
utilised as a conduit for
conversion of accounted
funds into unaccounted
cash. Funds amounting to

Rs 200 crore have been
routed through the above
mechanism," ED has esti-
mated through its prelimi-
nary investigation.

The agency further said
its probe revealed that CSR
contributions from corpo-
rate houses were "returned
substantially in cash" to the
contributors after deduc-
tion of a small commission.

Searches have also
revealed a network of
agents and intermediaries
who channelled CSR funds
to the trusts, which were
thereafter routed through
shell entities controlled by
market operators. Most of

these entities have also
been flagged in multiple
GST fraud investigations.

"At least 40 PSUs and
public sector banks across
the country have provided
CSR donations to the trusts
operated by the accused.
Several projects were only
partially executed or not
executed in proportion to
the funds received, while
vendor bills were inflated
and excess funds routed
through bogus or shell enti-
ties. Kickbacks and com-
missions were allegedly
paid to intermediaries facil-
itating the CSR funding,"
ED said.

of three women

Justices Sujata V

P Desai, R

and agencies and driving
greater
multi-modal integration in
infrastructure development.

Cabinet okays new body to bring
roads, rail, ports, aviation under
one planning framework

New Delhi, Agency: The
Cabinet on Tuesday approved
setting up India's first inte-
grated transport and logistics
authority, giving the new
body a mandate to plan,
appraise and monitor projects
worth over Rs
across roads, railways, ports,
aviation, waterways,
mobility and logistics.

500 crore

urban

The Integrated Transport Announcing the decision,
and Logistics Authority I&B  minister ~ Ashwini
(ITLA) is aimed at ending Vaishnaw said, "By fostering
fragmented planning across greater coordination and
multiple transport ministries multi-modal integration,

coordination and

ITLA is a new institution
responsible for prospective
planning for infrastructure
development in the country.

Agent

an election

(BNS) and

Jack Dorsey's Bitchat taken off Indian app stores over law-and-order concerns: Report

New

decentralised = communication. had to be taken down.
Government sources quoted by
news agency Media said on Bitchat allows users to send mes-

Tuesday that the app posed a law-

Delhi, Agency:
Dorsey's Bluetooth-based messag-
ing app Bitchat has been removed
from Indian app stores following
government intervention, putting
the spotlight on concerns over

Jack

bitchat

and-order concern and therefore
The sources told Media that

sages through multiple Bluetooth

authorities.

order,"

a concern.

"hops" without relying on conven-
tional internet connectivity, raising
concerns that it could be used to
bypass restrictions imposed by
"The government is
duty-bound to maintain law and
sources said, adding that
the app's ability to facilitate com-
munication through Bluetooth was

CBI raids CM Bhagwant Mann's camp
office, his OSD's home in graft probe

named by CBI in the FIR
are Nitin Gohal,
Gohal alias Raja, Romi
Raja
Devinder, RS Nagra and
"unknown public
vant(s) and private per-

New Delhi, Agency:
CBI registered an FIR
against Punjab chief min-
ister Bhagwant Mann's
OSD Rajbir Ghuman and
five others Tuesday, fol-
lowing it up with raids on
eight locations, including

the CM's camp office in
Chandigarh.
The coordinated

search came within hours
of the state govt moving
Supreme Court against
Punjab and Haryana high
court's order for a CBI
probe into ED's allegation
that a bribe syndicate
influenced transfers, post-
ings, tenders and policy

i

Jitin
Mabhajan,  Bir

Ser-

decisions the
OSD.

The search at Mann's
camp office in House No
50 of Sector 2 started
around 6pm, sending
shockwaves through the
administration. It was at
this office that Ghuman
used to allegedly meet the
co-accused, said CBI
sources. A CBI team also

through

visited Ghuman's home in
his village, Gharachon in
Sangrur.

CBI said the case was
registered following a
court order that was based
on an ED report. The
investigation centres on
allegations of corruption
and abuse of power and
political influence. Apart
from Ghuman, those

son(s)".

Nitin is alleged to be a
"liaison" in the "cash-for-
transfer" scandal with
access to Ghuman. His
brother Jitin was allegedly
provided access to CMO
through Ghuman and Dr
Romi Mahajan, described
as an '"associate" who
allegedly worked with
Ghuman and helped coor-
dinate appointments.

BJP BLA S Balachander
following a complaint by

official.
Police have invoked rel-
evant provisions of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

Representation of the
People Act. "Following a

tions of  submitting complaint that the BLA
Form-7  applications suybmitted forms for
containing "false” infor-  deletion of 30 electors,
mation, news agency we have registered an
Media reported. FIR. The matter is under

FIR against BJP BLA over 'false' Form-7
appllcatlons,first such case in Telangana

New Delhi, Agency " S o
An FIR has been regis- E
a BIP

4 Congress leaders had registration of an FIR
approached Chief and an SIT investigation

| Electoral Officer C into what it described as
Sudharshan Reddy, a suspected BJP plan to

> alleging that carry out large-scale

applications
30 electors.

that the

the

responsible.

investigation," a police ~approached Hyderabad
official told Media. Police ~ Commissioner
Earlier, Telangana VC Sajjanar, seeking

Agency:

subsequent

tol, two magazines and four

live rounds. Another 276g of
suspected heroin was seized
from the second man, Ajay
Kumar Talhar. Both are resi-

dents of Arnia. During ques-

tioning, the accused allegedly
confessed
Pakistan-based handlers and
admitted to having received
two air-dropped consignments
the
obtained from the duo led cops
to a third suspect, also named

in

their links with

past. Information

W

Balachander, the BJP's
BLA in Musheerabad,
had submitted Form-7
seeking
deletion of the names of

The Congress alleged
applications
amounted to an attempt
to unlawfully remove
genuine voters from the
electoral rolls and sought
legal action against those
The
Telangana Congress also

pect-Jaganpreet
alias Jaggi, believed to be a for-
ward link in the smuggling
nexus-who was arrested in
Punjab.

deletion of genuine vot-
ers during the SIR.

In its complaint, the
Congress alleged that the
BJP BLA in the
Musheerabad assembly
constituency had submit-
ted Form-7 applications
seeking deletion of the
names of another BJP
BLA, Sharfuddin, and
members of his family.

Form-7 is used by
voters to file objections
to the proposed inclusion
or seek deletion of a
name from an existing
electoral roll.

Jammu and Kashmir: Arms & drugs seized
in cross-border smugghng case; 4 held

Jammu,
J&K Police have arrested
four suspects, including
one from Punjab, in con-
nection with the alleged
cross-border smuggling
of drugs and arms via
drones in the border vil-
lage of Arnia in Jammu
district. An Italy-made
Beretta pistol, two maga-
zines, four live rounds,
and over 1kg of narcotics were
seized  during
searches, police said Tuesday.

On Oct 3, cops manning a
checkpoint at Arnia's Tamala
Bridge stopped two men mov-
ing on a bike around 10.45pm.
One of the men, Rahul Kumar,
was found carrying 264g of
suspected heroin, a Beretta pis-

Ajay Kumar. He was arrested
with 464g of opium resin and
13.3g of heroin, police said.
Further probe revealed the
involvement of a fourth sus-

Randhawa

Arnia PS registered an FIR
under relevant sections of the
NDPS and Arms Acts. Officials
said further investigation was
underway.

Many such cases have earli-
er been reported from forward
areas along the Indo-Pak inter-
national border and the Line of
Control in J&K. The probes
were later handed over to NIA
due to the magnitude of the
smuggled contraband,
and ammunition.

arms
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Beyond the Famous Spots: India’s
Hidden Travel Experiences

As travellers move beyond
crowded tourist attractions, lesser-
known destinations are offering
quieter landscapes, local traditions
and more meaningful experiences

India's travel story has always
been larger than its famous monu-
ments and well-known tourist des-
tinations. The Taj Mahal, Goa's
beaches, Kashmir's valleys,
Rajasthan's forts and Kerala's
backwaters continue to attract mil-
lions of visitors, but a new kind of
traveller is increasingly looking
beyond the familiar. For many,
travel is no longer simply about
visiting the places that appear on
every tourist list. It is about dis-
covering a different India through
its villages, forests, small towns,
local markets, traditional commu-
nities and landscapes that remain
relatively untouched by mass
tourism.

The attraction of lesser-known
destinations lies partly in their
slower pace. Away from crowded
streets and heavily photographed
landmarks, travellers can experi-
ence a destination more naturally.
A quiet mountain village can offer
conversations with local residents,

a small coastal town can reveal
generations-old food traditions,
while a forest region can introduce
visitors to landscapes and cultures
that rarely appear in conventional
travel brochures.

The shift is also being encour-
aged by younger travellers. Social
media has made it easier to dis-
cover unfamiliar destinations,
while smartphones have changed
the way people plan journeys.
Instead of depending entirely on
traditional tourist packages, trav-
ellers can research homestays,
local food, walking trails and
community experiences before
arriving. A photograph of an unfa-
miliar village or a short video
showing an unusual landscape can
inspire an entire journey.

India's geographical diversity
makes this search for the unex-
plored particularly rewarding. In
the Northeast, travellers can
encounter communities with dis-
tinctive traditions, architecture
and cuisines. In the Himalayan
region, smaller settlements offer
opportunities to experience moun-
tain life away from heavily visited
centres. Central India has forests,

tribal heritage and archaeological
landscapes, while the western and
southern regions are filled with
lesser-known coastal settlements,
historic towns and rural cultural
traditions.

The appeal of such places is
not necessarily that they are com-
pletely unknown. Many have been
known to local communities for
generations.

What is changing is the attention
they receive from travellers from
outside the region.

This form of tourism can also
create an important economic con-
nection between visitors and local
communities. When travellers
choose locally owned homestays,
eat at small restaurants, purchase
handicrafts directly from artisans
or hire local guides, a greater
share of tourism income can
remain within the destination.
Tourism therefore becomes more
than a holiday activity; it can
become a source of livelihood.

However, the growing popular-
ity of hidden destinations also car-
ries a warning. Once a quiet place
becomes a social-media sensation,
its character can change rapidly
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From a modest beginning in 1932 to a
modern aerospace force, the Indian Air
Force continues to represent courage, dis-
cipline, technology and national service

Every year on October 8, India
observes Indian Air Force Day, remember-
ing the establishment of the Indian Air
Force and honouring the men and women
who serve in the nation's air power. More
than a ceremonial occasion, the day offers
an opportunity to look at the journey of an
institution that has evolved dramatically
over nearly a century.

The Indian Air Force was established
on October 8, 1932, during the British
period. What began as a relatively small
force has grown into one of the world's
significant air forces, operating a wide
range of fighter aircraft, transport planes,
helicopters and other specialised plat-
forms.

Its history has been shaped by periods
of conflict, technological change and
demanding operational responsibilities.
Over the decades, Indian air warriors have
served during wars and military operations
while also undertaking responsibilities far
beyond conventional combat.

One of the most important aspects of
the Air Force's role is its ability to respond
rapidly to emergencies. Aircraft and heli-
copters can reach areas that may be diffi-
cult to access by road or other means.
During natural disasters, the force has
: played a crucial role in evacuation, rescue,
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Indian Air Force Day
Guardians of the Indian Skies
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transportation of essential supplies and
relief operations.

This humanitarian role is an important
reminder that air power is not defined only
by fighter aircraft or combat missions.
During floods, earthquakes, landslides and
other emergencies, military aviation can
become a lifeline for people cut off from
normal transportation.

At the same time, the changing nature
of warfare has transformed the require-
ments of an air force. Modern operations
increasingly depend on advanced sensors,
precision weapons, secure communica-
tions, electronic warfare, unmanned sys-
tems and real-time information. Air superi-
ority today involves far more than the abil-
ity to fly fast aircraft.

Technology has therefore become cen-
tral to the future of the Indian Air Force.
Modernisation requires not only new air-
craft but also trained personnel capable of
operating increasingly complex systems.
Pilots, engineers, technicians, air traffic
specialists and ground crews all contribute
to the functioning of an operational air
force.

The journey has also been marked by
increasing participation of women.
Women officers have taken on expanding
responsibilities across different branches
and roles, reflecting broader changes in
India's armed forces. Their growing pres-
ence has added another dimension to the
transformation of military service.
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From traditional kitchens and handi-
crafts to farms, folk traditions and homes-
tays, rural tourism is giving travellers a
closer look at India's living heritage

For generations, India's villages have
remained at the heart of its cultural identity.
They preserve traditional crafts, local
cuisines, folk music, agricultural practices,
festivals and ways of life that have survived
across centuries. Yet for many travellers, the
idea of visiting India has traditionally meant
famous monuments, major cities, beaches
or hill stations. A growing interest in village
tourism is beginning to change that picture.
Village tourism offers travellers some-
thing that conventional sightseeing often
cannot: an opportunity to experience every-
day life rather than simply observe a desti-
nation from the outside. A stay in a rural
homestay can mean waking up to farmland,
eating food prepared with locally grown
ingredients, meeting artisans, learning tradi-
tional skills or simply spending time in a
community away from the hurried rhythm
of urban life. One of the greatest strengths
of rural India is its diversity. A village in
Rajasthan has a very different landscape
and cultural tradition from one in Kerala,
Himachal Pradesh, Odisha, Gujarat or
Madhya Pradesh. Local architecture, cloth-
ing, food, agricultural practices and festi-
vals change from region to region, creating
countless possibilities for travellers.

For visitors, the attraction is increasing-
ly about participation. Instead of merely
photographing a handicraft, a traveller may
want to understand how it is produced.
Instead of ordering a regional dish in a city
restaurant, they may prefer to learn how the

Where Travellers Meet the Real India

dish is prepared in a village kitchen. Such
experiences create a deeper connection
between the visitor and the destination.

Homestays have become an important
part of this movement. Staying with a local
family can introduce travellers to customs
and routines that hotels cannot easily pro-
vide. Conversations over a meal, visits to
nearby farms or walks through the village
can become as memorable as visiting a
major tourist attraction.

Village tourism can also provide an
alternative source of income for rural com-
munities. Tourism-related activities can cre-
ate opportunities for homestay owners,
guides, drivers, artisans, farmers, cooks and
performers. Women, in particular, can ben-
efit when traditional skills such as weaving,
embroidery, food preparation and handi-
craft production become part of the local
tourism economy.

For artisans, direct interaction with trav-
ellers can also help preserve traditional
crafts. When visitors purchase products
directly from craftspeople, they not only
support a livelihood but also contribute to
keeping an old skill commercially relevant.
A craft that might otherwise struggle to sur-
vive can find a new audience among trav-
ellers interested in authentic, locally made
products. Food is another powerful attrac-
tion. Indian villages possess enormous culi-
nary diversity, much of which is rarely rep-
resented in mainstream restaurant menus.
Millets, seasonal vegetables, traditional
breads, pickles, fermented foods, indige-
nous grains and regional sweets can tell sto-
ries about geography, climate and agricul-
tural traditions.
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Sliow Travel: Why the Journey Is Becoming

In a world of rushed itiner-
aries and packed schedules, trav-
ellers are rediscovering the pleas-
ure of staying longer, travelling
slower and experiencing places
more deeply

For a long time, travelling
meant trying to see as much as
possible in the shortest possible
time. A weekend trip could
involve several destinations,
dozens of photographs and a
tightly planned schedule. But a
new approach to travel is gradual-
ly gaining attention: slow travel.

Slow travel is not simply about
moving slowly. It is about chang-
ing the way a journey is experi-
enced. Instead of rushing from
one attraction to another, trav-
ellers spend more time in fewer
places, use local transport, discov-
er neighbourhoods, interact with
residents and allow themselves
the freedom to experience a desti-
nation at its natural pace.

India is particularly suit-
ed to this form of travel. Its vast
railway network, diverse land-
scapes, historic towns, villages
and varied cultures provide count-
less opportunities to make the
journey itself part of the experi-
ence.

For many travellers, trains rep-
resent the essence of slow travel.
A long-distance train journey can
reveal landscapes that remain

ks

invisible from an airport. Fields
gradually give way to forests,
mountains or coastal scenery,
while stations introduce passen-
gers to different languages, foods
and local rhythms. The journey
becomes a moving window into
the country.

Slow travel can also mean
spending several days in one des-
tination instead of attempting to
cover an entire region.

Local Food, Local Stories: The New Meaning of Experiential Travel

£ i
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Travellers are increasingly discovering that the
best way to understand a destination is often through
its kitchens, markets, traditional recipes and the peo-

ple who keep them alive

Travel has always been closely connected with
food. A journey is often remembered not only through
the places visited but also through the flavours dis-
covered along the way. A particular breakfast at a
roadside stall, a traditional meal prepared in a village
kitchen or a regional sweet bought from an old market
i can become part of a traveller's most lasting memo-

ries.

their plate.

This relationship between food and travel is
becoming even stronger as travellers move towards
experiential tourism. Instead of treating food as sim-
ply something to eat during a holiday, visitors are
increasingly interested in understanding the stories,
traditions and communities behind what appears on

India offers an extraordinary landscape for such
journeys. Its culinary diversity reflects differences in
geography, climate, agriculture, history and culture.
The food of a coastal community naturally differs
from that of a desert region, while mountain cuisines
have evolved differently from those of fertile plains.
Even neighbouring districts can have distinct prepara-
tions of the same basic ingredients.

For travellers, exploring these differences can

become a journey in itself.

Local markets are often the first window into a
region's food culture. The colours of fresh produce,
spices, grains, sweets and snacks reveal what people
eat and how local agriculture shapes the kitchen.
Walking through a market with a local guide can offer
insights that a restaurant menu rarely provides.




