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US Woman Accused Of
Spying For Ching,
Surveilling Taiwan
President's Son

‘Washington.(Agency)

Brazil heads to a runoff election after Bolsonaro
and Lula fail to garner a majority of votes

BRASILIA: Sen.(Agency) influence in Latin America. If Lula wins, who has the best plan."Both Lula and garnered about 5.3 million votes
Brazil will keep its distance from Bolsonaro will have three weeks to reach combined Sunday, have previously said
Washington and continue to deepen its the same.

relationship with China.Lula faces a In the campaign ahead, Lula is
tough battleFlavio Bolsonaro expected to try to capitalize on the
addressed the press and a small group popularity of his social policies
of supporters, including some wearing and his rival's many legal
green and yellow Brazil jerseys and woes.Image problems for both
one woman wrapped in the Israeli flag, candidates

outside his Brasilia house. While the once widely popular
"Brazil wants change, that's the Lula saw his approval ratings
reading of what happened today," plummet during his third term,
Bolsonaro said. "It's the end of the standing up to the U.S. gave him a
Workers' Party era," he added, in a boost. And he still enjoys a strong
reference to Lula's party. base of supporters who credit his
Lula, seeking to be encouraging ahead social policies for improving
of an uphill battle to beat Bolsonaro in millions of Brazilians' lives.But
the runoff, said the result was the incumbent faces a tough battle
"unexpected" as he had thought he could because of an affordability crisis and a
win in the first round." Tomorrow we start corruption scandal that ensnared the same
a new campaign," Lula said. "I am very justice who led the investigation into
good in the knockout stage. We will see Bolsonaro.

Flavio Bolsonaro, an ally of U.S.
President Donald Trump, and Brazil's
incumbent President Luiz In4cio Lula da
Silva will face off in a runoff Oct. 25 for
the top job of Latin America's powerhouse
economy after neither won a majority in
Sunday's vote.The country's electoral
court in Brasilia said neither the 80-year-
old incumbent, seeking his fourth non-
consecutive term, nor the 45-year-old son
of former President Jair Bolsonaro would
garner the majority vote needed for an
outright win.The court had Bolsonaro
with just over 56 million votes to Lula's
53.7 million, with 99.8 percent of the vote
reported. The next presidential term is set
to begin Jan. 5.The winner will be in
charge of Latin America's biggest
economy and a population of 214 million.
A win for Bolsonaro would increase U.S.

US authorities arrested a California woman on
Sunday and accused her of spying on a son of
Taiwan's president at the behest of Chinese officials,
the FBI said.The FBI arrested Wanying Zhang, also
known as Heather, at Los Angeles International
Airport on Sunday before her planned departure to
China, the agency said in a statement. Authorities
charged Zhang, 34, of Irvine, California, with acting
as an unregistered foreign agent. Zhang surveilled a
son of Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te, the FBI
said. The agency did not directly name Zhang's
alleged target but later shared a New York Post
report identifying him as Lai Ting-yu, a US resident.
The Justice Department said Zhang travelled to
Seattle in 2025 at the direction of Chinese officials
and subsequently sent them photos, video and
licence plate information of the Taiwanese leader's
son and his family.Zhang used tradecraft to avoid
detection and never notified Washington that she
was acting for a foreign government, Bill Essayli,
the first assistant US attorney for the Central District
of California, said in a statement.

The Chinese embassy in Washington and the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the
United States did not immediately respond to a
request for comment.It was not immediately clear
whether Zhang has a defence attorney. She will
appear on Monday in a Los Angeles federal court,
Essayli said.Lai and his Democratic Progressive
Party champion Taiwan's separate identity from
China, a position that frequently angers Beijing,
which views the island as Chinese territory.

OpenAl's Sam Altman Says

Al Benefits Warrant
Accepting Some Risks

Washington.(Agency)

moderate voters who did not support them
in the first round. Augusto Cury, a writer
who finished in third place with 3.4
million votes, said he would not endorse
either in the runoff. Ronaldo Caiado and
Renan Santos, two candidates who

Christa Pike’s lawyer says she has not regained USfW"hdJI‘;W? g" borpber planes
consciousness since her failed Tennessee execution rom UK airbase: Fentagon

WASHINGTON.(Agency)
world.(Agency) jealous rage in 1995. She became one
of the youngest women to be sent to
death row.Tennessee prison officials
gave Pike two doses of the lethal
injection drug on Wednesday night.
The pentobarbital didn't kill her, but
her lawyers said her arms were burned
and blistered from the caustic drugs.
Pike gave someone her medical
power of attorney and that person is
protecting her privacy, Ferrell said.
“I'm not sure what all they may have
told that person,” Ferrell said.
Pike's attorneys have not identified
who is making Pike's medical
decisions. They said they may not
know for several more days whether
or not she can recover.“We don’t
know right now, and we may never
know what sort of torture she endured
during that process, where her
consciousness was, what physical
pain there was — what mental torture
she went through,” Ferrell said.A
spokeswoman for Pike's defense team
said in a statement early Sunday that

“we appreciate all respect for
Christa’s rightful privacy.”

Pike's lawyer says Tennessee needs to
be more open about executions

Pike's execution was delayed for
more than eight hours Wednesday as
the U.S. Supreme Court considered,
and ultimately overturned, a federal
appeals court ruling to halt her lethal
injection so judges could thoroughly
review whether the jury that
sentenced her to death should have
considered sexual abuse she said she
suffered as a child.

Her attorneys asked a court Friday to
order Tennessee prison officials to
preserve any written records,
communication, images or video
from the execution.

Tennessee, like many other states
with capital punishment, keeps many
details about executions secret from
the people involved to details about
how the drugs are manufactured or
obtained or any tests done on their
quality.

Flavio Bolsonaro: Brazil's Political
Heir In His Father's Shadow

World.(Agency)

The Pentagon confirmed reports Sunday that the
United States has withdrawn all B-1 bomber planes
from Royal Air Force Fairford, the UK airbase where a
suspicious incident triggered nearby evacuations.

A statement from a Pentagon official said "we can
acknowledge now that all U.S. bombers that were
deployed to RAF Fairford have re-deployed to their

Christa Pike has remained
unconscious and on a ventilator at a
hospital in the four days since her
failed execution in Tennessee, and her
prognosis might not be known for
days more, one of her lawyers said
Sunday.ittle has been released about
Pike's condition since Wednesday
night's execution attempt. She has
since remained hospitalized under
guard as doctors try to get the massive
dose of the barbiturate pentobarbital
out of her system.When asked
whether she ever regained
consciousness after the execution
attempt, Assistant Federal Defender
Stephen Ferrell, Pike’s lawyer, said
on CNN’s “State of the Union™: “Not
that I am aware of.”Lawyer says
Pike's medical decisions are being
decided by someone else

Pike, now 50, was 18 when she and
her boyfriend tortured and killed a
classmate, Colleen Slemmer, in a

OpenAl Chief Executive Sam Altman said the
benefits of artificial intelligence justify accepting
some risks and argued the technology should remain
broadly accessible to the public.

"We believe that the world should accept some bad
things happening for the benefits of this technology
and people having the agency," Altman said in an
interview with Politico's technology-focused
newsletter Decoded.Altman said there remained a
fundamental difference in worldview between
OpenAl and rival Anthropic on Al regulation,
adding, "I think there's a lot of daylight."

"I disagree, but I understand the perspective of
people who are like, "This technology is going to get
so powerful, and it's so dangerous that a single lab in
San Francisco should have it and make sure nothing
bad happens, and kind of figure out how to dole out
the benefits," Altman said.He called that "a
completely unacceptable trade-off" that runs
counter to the "lighter-touch regulatory stance"
backed by OpenAlL"l wouldn't take a trade of
saying, 'We'll make sure there's no major hacks,
there's no misuse of this technology, there's zero
scams, there's zero all the other bad things that will
happen,' Altman said. "Because I think people will
do tremendously -- orders of magnitude more --
good stuff than bad stuff."Altman's remarks come
amid a growing debate within the ATl industry over
the pace of development and the risks posed by
increasingly capable systems.

Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei in September
published an essay calling on the industry to slow
down to "pace the frontier", a stance that Altman
publicly endorsed. Anthropic researcher Jacob
Coxon resigned in September, saying the people
building Al believe it "could kill us all by the end of
the decade.

home stations in the United States."The statement
noted that "operational security precluded us from
confirming the movement of our assets and forces in
real-time."Police were called to the base in southwest
England last Sunday after a local farmer reported a
group of men with several vans engaged in
"suspicious" activity.

The scare forced evacuations at 85 homes near the
airbase, which was used to launch strikes on
Iran.Speculation about the motives behind the incident
ranged from terror threat to fuel thievery, as energy
prices in the UK hitrecord highs this week.
Investigators said they did not find any explosives in
the vans, but instead "a quantity of petrol was
recovered," National Counter Terrorism Policing head
Lawrence Taylor said.The five London-based Britons
arrested in the incident, all men in their mid-20s, were
released on bail, drawing rebuke from Washington.

"I wouldn't have done that," US President Donald
Trump told reporters, as his Secretary of State Marco
Rubio alleged a "foreign actor" was involved.

Iran's embassy in London has said it "categorically
rejects and strongly condemns" speculation that Tehran
was involved.Security at the base had reportedly been
heightened recently.Britain gave Washington
permission in March to use Fairford for "specific
defensive operations into Iran," and US bombers and
other planes have since been seen taking off and
landing from the base.Fairford is the only airbase on
Britain's mainland used for this purpose.

official described to ensuring a safe future.In interviews,
he describes himselfas a "more moderate Bolsonaro," but
Flavio Bolsonaro inherited his father's surname and says his father will always be "my compass, my point of
powerful political base. But without the reference.""I know I look like
fiery style that helped Jair Bolsonaro him. But it's hard to compare
energise and reshape Brazil's right, he Pele's son to Pele," he said at
has struggled to emerge from his aRiodeJaneirorally.
shadow. While Jair Bolsonaro's
The family brand was potent enough to incendiary style is
propel Flavio Bolsonaro to the front ofa controversial, it fired up the
presidential race, edging past leftist right and helped him go from
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, fringe lawmaker to president
who he will face in an October 25 in 2018.Despite his absence
runoff. The 45-year-old senator was under house arrest for
little known nationally before his jailed plotting a coup after losing
father anointed him as his political heir, and he had never Brazil's last election in 2022, Jair Bolsonaro's legacy has
expressed ambition to follow in his footsteps.Despite a loomed large over the campaign."I would like to have Jair
campaign marred by scandal and a corruption onthe ballot. Since Jairisn't there, I'm going with Flavio,"
investigation, Flavio Bolsonaro scored 47 per cent in said Marco Antonio da Rosa, a 21-year-old law student at
Sunday's election against Lula's 45 per cent.e House theRiorally.

"Agent Promised Rs 1.2 Lakh Salary™: : el :
Telangana Worker Stranded In Oman UAE had shared details about FlyDubai flight with

world.(Agency)

A migrant worker from Telangana's Nirmal
has alleged that he was duped into working
for a company in Oman after an agent
promised him a job with a good salary.
Borubonthala Nagesh, a farmer from Kotha
Tarlapadu village, said he travelled to Oman
after an agent from the Jagtial district
promised him employment. Nagesh,
however, alleged that he was forced into
domestic work after he landed in Oman.
Inavideo appeal from Oman, he also said he
has not been receiving adequate wages or
proper food and is facing difficulties
returning home."An agent took Rs 80,000
from me, promising a salary of Rs 1,20,000
and saying I would not have to pay rent. But
after I came here, there was no proper work,
the company is not good, and I am facing
serious difficulties.

I am only being paid Rs 75 daily, and I have
no proper income or support," he said in an
SOS video."The agent has cheated me and
left me in a very difficult situation," he said,
and urged the Telangana government and
the Centre to intervene and bring him back
to India.

Telangan Citizens And A Job Scam In Oman
His case comes amid growing concerns
over overseas recruitment fraud involving

workers from Telangana.

MEA data presented in Parliament shows
that Telangana recorded 339 complaints
related to fraudulent overseas recruitment in
the last three years, placing the state among
those reporting the highest number of such
complaints nationally. Most complaints
were linked to unregistered or illegal
recruitment agents.Oman has also emerged
as a significant destination in migrant-
worker grievance cases.

Gulf countries have received more than
80,000 complaints involving abuse,
exploitation and workplace grievances
between 2021 and 2025, with Oman
accounting for about 13,000 complaints.In
August, a 45-year-old woman from
Warangal, who allegedly endured 25 days
of confinement and harassment in Muscat
after being taken there on a tourist visa on
the promise of a job, had returned to India.
The woman, Mohammed Mahamuda, had
travelled to Muscat on July 16 after an agent
promised her domestic work.

However, after reaching Oman, she was
allegedly handed over to a sub-agent who
seized her mobile phone and passport,
confined her to a room and forced her to
work against her wishes. She also alleged
that she was subjected to harassment and
physical assault during her confinement.

N T T T T

Israel, including pilots’ names and nationalities

TEL AVIV.(Agency)

Authorities in the United Arab Emirates
shared with Israel a list of passengers and
crew ahead of the FlyDubai flight on which a
pilot attempted to seize control of the Israel-
bound aircraft and crash it, regional officials
said Sunday, raising new questions over how
the attacker evaded detection.With the
investigation underway, preliminary details
about the incident have highlighted several
major security lapses. Officials already have
said the Omani co-pilot had been barred from
flying by his own country because of
concerns about his extremist views. It also
remains unclear how a citizen of Oman, an
Arab country that has no diplomatic relations
with Israel, was allowed to fly a planeload of
Israelis to Tel Aviv.

The UAE, which is leading the investigation,
said the co-pilot attacked the flight's captain
with the cockpit's crash ax and tried to take
control of the plummeting plane in a "terrorist
attack" Wednesday. His actions nearly
crashed the flight with 182 people on board
before the Indian captain managed to open
the cockpit door, allowing passengers and
others to rush in and subdued the
attacker.Israel did not raise concerns about
passengers and crewThe regional officials

® @ @«

said Emirati authorities had shared
information about the passengers and crew,
including their nationalities. Israel hadn't
raised red flags on any passenger or member

of the crew, said the officials, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because they were
not authorized to speak to reporters about the
probe.

The Shin Bet, Israel's domestic security
agency, said the Transportation Ministry is
responsible for vetting passenger lists from
foreign flights. Transportation Minister Miri
Regev told Israel's public broadcaster Kan
that the security agencies are responsible for
flight security and that her ministry wasn't
given a list of passengers or any warnings.
Sharing the list is standard aviation

B T S T S I e @

procedure. But the head of aviation security at
the Transportation Ministry, Dvir
Rubenstien, told Army Radio that the
ministry relies on local security checks and
does not have the tools or the ability to run
checks on each passenger on every flight.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
Thursday that Israel has long-standing
agreements with foreign carriers to keep
pilots from flying into the country if they are
citizens of nations that don't maintain
diplomatic relations with Israel.Australian
police said Sunday that counterterrorism
investigators were looking into the attacker's
possible connections to Australia.

The passengers who halted the attack and
helped regain control of the aircraft have been
hailed as heroes in Israel.

Questions being raised about security
failures

But as the initial euphoria of the rescue has
subsided, officials have begun to raise
difficult questions and trade accusations
about the security blunders that could have
led to a major disaster.Ahead of the elections
at the end of the month, some opposition
candidates have seized on the security
failures to highlight what they perceive as
negligence on the part of Netanyahu and his
supporters.
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Flydubai Co-Pilot ‘Planned’ 9/11-Style Attack on

Dubai: A chilling new revela-
tion has emerged from the in-
vestigation into the attempted
takeover of a Flydubai passen-
ger aircraft, with reports claim-
ing that the Omani co-pilot
allegedly planned to crash the
plane into Israels Ben Gurion
Airport in a 9/11-style attack.
The suspect, identified as
Omani national Hammam
al-Hammami, is accused of
attacking the captain of Fly-
dubai Flight FZ1073 while
the aircraft was approaching
Israel. Investigators reportedly
learned during questioning
that he had allegedly consid-
ered using a commercial air-
craft to carry out an attack on
Israeli territory.

According to reports based
on the suspect’s interrogation,
Ben Gurion Airport was al-
legedly his primary target. A
major building in Tel Aviv was
reportedly considered as an al-

ternative target.

Attack unfolded over Israel
The incident occurred on
September 30 when Flydubai
Flight FZ1073 was flying from
Dubai to Tel Aviv with more
than 170 people aboard.

As the Boeing 737 MAX 8 ap-
proached Israel, the co-pilot
allegedly attacked Captain
Smit Machchhar, an Indian na-
tional. During the struggle, the
aircraft reportedly lost altitude
rapidly, plunging thousands of
feet within seconds.

Despite  suffering injuries,
Machchhar managed to regain
access to the cockpit. Passen-
gers and other crew members
then intervened and overpow-
ered the attacker. Two pilots
travelling as passengers report-
edly assisted the crew in restor-
ing control of the aircraft.

The plane was subsequently di-
verted to Tabuk in Saudi Ara-
bia, where it landed safely.

Ben Gurion Airp

BREAKING

Omani co-pilot who tried to
crash FlyDubai flight to Israel
ID’d as Hamam Alhamami. ™

Alleged attack was planned
The latest reports have raised
concerns that the cockpit as-
sault may not have been an
impulsive act.

Investigators reportedly sus-
pect that the co-pilot had
been considering an attack
before joining Flydubai. He

allegedly researched airlines
operating flights to Israel and
subsequently sought employ-
ment with an airline flying the
Dubai-Tel Aviv route.

If confirmed, the allegations
would indicate that the suspect
may have deliberately placed
himself in a position from

which he could potentially gain
control of a passenger aircraft.
The reported plan has drawn
comparisons with the Septem-
ber 11,2001, terrorist attacks in
the United States, when hijack-
ers seized commercial aircraft
and used them as weapons
against major targets.

ort

Previous concerns over ex-
tremist views

The investigation has also re-
portedly uncovered concerns
about the suspects back-
ground.

Reports indicate that he had
previously faced restrictions
on flying in Oman because of
concerns surrounding extrem-
ist views. Questions are now
being raised over how he sub-
sequently passed the recruit-
ment and security screening
required to work as a commer-
cial pilot.

Authorities are examining
his background, movements,
communications and possible
contacts to determine whether
he acted alone or was influ-
enced or assisted by others.
Aviation security under scru-
tiny

The incident has triggered re-
newed concerns about cockpit
security.

Following the September 11
attacks, reinforced  cockpit
doors and strict access proce-
dures were introduced across
the global aviation industry to
prevent unauthorised people
from entering the flight deck.
The Flydubai incident presents
a different security challenge:
the alleged threat came from
inside the cockpit itself.

The case has therefore prompt-
ed questions about whether ex-
isting screening procedures are
sufficient to identify potential
extremist behaviour among
aviation personnel before they
are placed in positions of re-
sponsibility. Israeli authorities
are reportedly reviewing avia-
tion security arrangements, in-
cluding the screening of pilots
operating international flights
into the country.

Investigation continues

The allegations surrounding
the alleged Ben Gurion plot

remain part of an ongoing
investigation. Authorities are
still examining the suspects
motives, background and pos-
sible links to extremist organi-
sations.

The most disturbing aspect of
the case is the allegation that
the incident may have been
more than a sudden attempt
to seize control of an aircraft.
If investigators ultimately con-
firm the reported interrogation
claims, the case could represent
an extraordinary attempt by a
member of an aircraft crew to
turn a commercial passenger
plane into a weapon against
one of Israels most important
airports.

For passengers aboard Flight
FZ1073, the actions of the cap-
tain, fellow pilots, crew mem-
bers and passengers ultimately
prevented what authorities are
investigating as a potentially
catastrophic aviation attack.

Bangladeshi Nationals in Jharkhand?
PHQ Directs District SPs to Probe
Intelligence Inputs

_Bangladeshi Nationals
] in Jharkhand?

District SPs
to “r%mllgem Inlluls

Ranchi: Jharkhand Police has stepped up vigilance over
the reported movement of Bangladeshi nationals in the
state, with Police Headquarters directing district Su-
perintendents of Police to verify intelligence inputs and
submit detailed reports.

The alert follows information received by security agen-
cies about the reported entry of nine Bangladeshi na-
tionals into Jharkhand.

Police are checking their movements, identities, docu-
ments and present locations. According to the inputs,
three of the individuals have reportedly returned, three
came to the state for medical treatment, while the
whereabouts or status of the remaining three are being
verified.

The police alert is understood to be particularly signifi-
cant in Sahibganj, Jamtara, Deoghar and Dumka, where
district authorities have been asked to examine infor-
mation concerning suspected foreign nationals.
District SPs have reportedly been directed to collect de-
tails such as names, addresses, duration of stay, move-
ments and activities, besides verifying passports, visas
and other identity documents.

Security inputs have also raised concerns about the pos-
sible use of forged documents and attempts to establish
local links.

However, these are allegations contained in intelligence
inputs and will need to be established through investi-
gation.

The latest development has brought renewed attention
to concerns over alleged illegal immigration in parts of
Santhal Pargana. Authorities have previously been asked
to verify the identity and residency documents of sus-
pected illegal immigrants in districts including Sahib-
ganj, Pakur, Godda, Jamtara, Dumka and Deoghar.
Police officials are now expected to intensify verifica-
tion and surveillance to determine whether the latest
inputs involve genuine foreign nationals, valid visitors
or individuals staying in the state without the required
documents.

For now, the exercise remains an investigation and veri-
fication process; the police alert by itself does not es-
tablish that those under scrutiny are illegal immigrants.

Air Ambulance Vanishes After Leaving Bermuda:
Debris Found, 6 Still Missing

News Desk: A Canadian-reg-
istered air ambulance carrying
six people disappeared over
the Atlantic while flying from
Bermuda to Boston, trigger-
ing a major search-and-rescue
operation. The US. Coast
Guard later located a debris
field believed to be from the
missing aircraft.

The Gulfstream G100, operat-
ed by Ontario-based Latitude
Air Ambulance and registered
as C-GRJP, departed Bermu-
das LF. Wade International
Airport for Boston Logan
International Airport on Oc-
tober 3.

Six people were aboard, in-
cluding four Canadian crew
members and two Bermudian
passengers. The aircraft re-
portedly encountered an elec-
trical problem, declared an
emergency and subsequently
lost radar and communication
contact after a significant de-
scent from about 24,000 feet.
Search aircraft, helicopters
and vessels were deployed in
waters off Nantucket, Mas-
sachusetts, where the debris
was found. The search for
those aboard continued, while
authorities investigated the
cause of the crash.

Authorities and officials in
Bermuda have been coor-
dinating with U.S. search-
and-rescue agencies and the
families of those aboard. The
incident has also drawn at-
tention because the aircraft
was carrying a patient on a
medical transfer flight, high-
lighting the critical nature of
the mission. Investigators are
expected to examine the air-
craft’s final communications,
flight data, weather conditions
and recovered wreckage as
they work to establish the cir-

cumstances surrounding the
disappearance.

No Bermuda Triangle link
The incident has sparked
speculation because the air-
craft departed from Bermuda.
However, there is no evidence
that it disappeared in the Ber-
muda Triangle.

The search and debris location
are off Nantucket, well north
of the commonly described
Bermuda Triangle. The region
itself has no officially defined
boundaries, and authorities
have found no evidence of

- O BOSTON

Nantucket
O (Massachusetts)
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supernatural or unexplained
forces behind aircraft and ship
losses there.

Investigators are examining
the aircraft’s flight path, re-
ported technical problems,
communications, ~ weather
conditions and recovered de-
bris to determine what hap-
pened.

The key point: The air ambu-
lance disappeared after leav-
ing Bermuda, but the con-
firmed debris was found off
Nantucket, Massachusetts—
not in the Bermuda Triangle.

Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann and Georg Nagel
Win Nobel Prize in Medicine for Optogenetics

News Desk: Scientists Karl
Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann
and Georg Nagel have been
awarded the Nobel Prize
in Physiology or Medicine
for their pioneering contri-
butions to optogenetics, a
revolutionary technique that
uses light to control nerve
cells and explore how the
brain governs memories,
emotions and behaviour.

Hegemann and Nagel dis-
covered channelrhodopsin,
a light-sensitive  protein
found in single-celled algae.
The protein opens a channel
when exposed to blue light,

allowing charged ions to en-
ter cells and generate electri-
cal signals.

Building on their discovery,
Deisseroth transformed the
protein into a light-con-
trolled switch for nerve cells.
In 2005, he demonstrated

that blue light could activate
neurons, and by 2007, the
technique was successfully
applied to the brains of liv-
ing mice.

Optogenetics has revolu-
tionised neuroscience, ena-
bling researchers to identify

neural circuits responsible
for memories, emotions
and behaviour. It has also
opened new avenues for
understanding neurological
and psychiatric disorders,
while researchers are explor-
ing its potential to restore
vision in visually impaired
patients.

According to the Nobel
Committee, the break-
through has transformed
scientists’ ability to inves-
tigate the brain, helping
unravel one of humanity’s
greatest mysteries: how the
human brain works.

Shorties

President Appoints 3 High Court Chief
Justices as Supreme Court Judges

o

New Delhi: President Droupadi Murmu has appointed the
Chief Justices of three High Courts as judges of the Su-
preme Court of India.

According to Law and Justice Minister Arjun Ram Meghw-
al, the appointments include Justice Sunita Agarwal, Chief
Justice of the Gujarat High Court; Justice Devendra Kumar
Upadhyaya, Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court; and Jus-
tice Aparesh Kumar Singh, Chief Justice of the Telangana
High Court.

The President has also appointed Gurvinder Pal Singh, a
judicial officer, as an Additional Judge of the Delhi High
Court.

BJP Names 8 Rajya Sabha Candidates in
UP, Hardeep Puri, Smriti Irani Left Out

Lucknow: The BJP has announced eight candidates for the
upcoming Rajya Sabha elections in Uttar Pradesh, aiming
to secure an eighth seat while maintaining a balance of caste
and regional representation.

The list includes state minister Dharampal Singh, lawyer
Radhakant Ojha, UP BJP OBC Morcha chief Prakash Pal,
former MP Vidyasagar Sonkar, Gopi Krishna Pandey, for-
mer MP Priyanka Singh Rawat, state general secretary Ram
Pratap Singh Chauhan and Shruti Gangwar, daughter of
Jharkhand Governor Santosh Gangwar.

The announcement has ruled out several names that were
being discussed for the polls, including Union Minister
Hardeep Puri, Union Minister of State BL Verma and for-
mer Union Minister Smriti Irani. Puri’s omission has also
triggered speculation about a possible reshuffle in the Un-
ion Cabinet. All eight BJP nominees are scheduled to file
their nominations in Lucknow at 11:30 am on Monday, with
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and state BJP chief Pankaj
Chaudhary expected to be present.

BJP Names Rajya Sabha Candidates for
Uttarakhand, West Bengal

New Delhi: The BJP has announced Dinesh Arya as its can-
didate for the upcoming Rajya Sabha biennial election in
Uttarakhand.

The party has also fielded Rukmini Mallick for the Rajya
Sabha bye-election in West Bengal.
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Bokaro Mourns Shambhunath Prasad:
Teacher & Former Journalist

Dies at 49
Bokaro: The sudden death of
Shambhunath Prasad (49),
a teacher at Middle School
Godabali in Chas block, has
cast a pall of gloom over the
education and journalism

Sambhu fell ill late Sunday
night and was rushed to Sa-
dar Hospital, where doctors
declared him brought dead.
His sudden demise shocked
colleagues, friends and well-

i

wishers.
Before joining the teaching

| profession, Sambhu was as-

sociated with journalism
and remained actively con-
nected with social issues.
Colleagues remembered
him as a warm, cheerful and
sociable person who main-
tained cordial relations with
people around him.

His death was described as
an irreparable loss to both
the education and journal-

ism circles. Several col-
leagues, journalists and
acquaintances expressed

condolences and prayed for

peace to the departed soul
and strength to the bereaved
family.

Among those who mourned
his death were Sanjeev Ojha,
Krishna Chaudhary, Yogo
Purti, Ashok Vishwakarma,
Rajesh Raj, Sujit Kumar, Ra-
jkumar, Ashis Sinha, Sanjay
Tyagi, Arun Kumar Singh,
Jayram Pandey, Shailen-
dra Kumar, Gopal Ya-
dav, Shashibhushan, Anil
Chandra, Rajesh Kumar,
Tyagi Varnwal, Naimuddin,
Ganesh Kevat, Anup Gupta,
Shyam Kishore Prasad and
Dhiren Das, among others.
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12% Agniveer Quota, Green Tax
On Older Vehicles: Himanta
Sarma's Big Decisions
Guwahati. (Agency)

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma-
led Assam cabinet has approved a 12
per cent reservation for Agniveers in
constable-level recruitment in several
state government departments, besides
introducing a Green Tax on the sale and
transfer of certain older vehicles. The
Agniveer quota will cover recruitment
to Assam Police AB (Armed Branch)
and UB (Unarmed Branch) constable
posts, commando personnel, jail
warders, firemen, State Disaster
Response Fund (SDRF) constables,

_

forest guards and excise constables.
The reservation will be available only
to Agniveers who are permanent
residents of Assam. Agniveers from
other states will not qualify for the
quota simply because they have
completed military service. Sarma said
the move was intended to make use of
the training and experience gained by
Agniveers during their four-year
service and bring them into the state's
uniformed services. The cabinet also
approved the introduction of a Green
Tax of Rs 3,000 on the sale or transfer
of eligible vehicles that are more than
three years old.

"RSS Distorting Sanatan Dharma":
Digvijaya Singh's Big Charge
Sparks Row

New Delhi. (Agency)

Congress leader Digvijaya Singh
accused the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) and the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) of distorting Sanatan
Dharma and dividing the country along
religious lines through "Hindutva,",
drawing sharp reactions from the BJP.
"The discourse in this country has
shifted to constantly harping on
Hinduism, driven by the RSS and the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad promoting
'Hindutva', a term coined by Savarkar.

Because of this, rifts have been created
across the country, between Hindus and
Muslims, between Hindus and Sikhs,
and between Hindus and Christians.
India belongs to everyone. Unity in
diversity is our strength," Singh, in a
video posted on X, said. The 79-year-
old Congress leader - who will
undertake a 'Sanatan Swabhiman
Yatra', a foot march from Ujjain to
Ayodhya to protest alleged religious
exploitation - added that the word
"Hindu" does not appear in any
religious scriptures today, accusing the
VHP of distorting the "Sanatan
Dharma." "Today, no one speaks of the
Hindu religion; people speak of

National
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Sitharaman's speech disrupted

Congress claims anger over jobs,
Chandrababu says enthusiasm

Union Finance

New Delhi (Agency)

Lokesh, and BJP leaders rejected that

Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman's speech
at an event in Andhra
Pradesh was briefly
disrupted due to
shouting by some in
the crowd. A clip of the
incident has sparked a
political clash, with
the Congress claiming
it was public anger
over jobs and Andhra
CM Chandrababu
Naidu terming it
enthusiasm.

A brief period of shouting by a crowd during
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman's
speech at Andhra Pradesh's Madanapalle has
turned into a political contest over what the
disruption was really about. The Congress
claimed it was anger over jobs, while Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu
trashed those claims, saying it was enthusiasm
among the people of Rayalaseema. A video clip
from the October 2 event in Madanapalle, where
Sitharaman was speaking about an agriculture
project, went viral online. The video shows
Sitharaman trying to calm the people and Naidu
stepping in.
Sitharaman completed her speech.

Some of those who shared the video claimed that
the disruption was caused by people in the
audience who were demanding jobs. Congress
leader and Rajya Sabha MP Jairam Ramesh
shared the clip, describing the scene as a sign of

interpretation. They said the crowd was
enthusiastic about the leaders on stage, and that
Naidu intervened to restore order. The audio in the
clip, however, does not make it clear why exactly
the crowd was shouting. What is audible is
Sitharaman repeatedly
asking people to listen to her
before Naidu steps in and
asks them to sit down. His
remarks indicate how he
interpreted the situation at
the venue. "Please listen to
me for one minute,"
Sitharaman told the ¢
gathering repeatedly. Naidu
then took over. "Please sit
down. What you are doing is not right," he told the
crowd. He said the programme was about
bringing change to the lives of Rayalaseema
farmers and stressed the importance of the Union
Minister's message. Rayalaseema is the southern

After Naidu's intervention,

RAISE SLOGANS
LATER, NOT NOW:
CHANDRABABU
NAIDU

The video shows Chandrababu Naidu
walking to the lectern and calming the
sloganeering crowd."Please sit down. I
understand your enthusiasm. But please sit
down," Naidu said. He then told the
gathering that he and Deputy Chief
Minister K Pawan Kalyan would come out
after the programme. "Then, if you want,
you can raise as many slogans as you want.
But not here. Please
sit down," Naidu
said.

At one point, he also
asked people who
had climbed onto a
railing to get down.
"Hey, brothers,
please get down," he
said. Naidu said that
he was telling them
to sit down for their
own good. "We are telling you this
respectfully, so you should also show
respect,” Naidu said, before again asking
the crowd to sit quietly. It is this
intervention that has become central to the

"public anger". Chandrababu Naidu, Sitharaman,
Andhra Pradesh minister and TDP leader Nara

part of Andhra Pradesh, and is a chronically
drought-prone region.

competing narratives around the incident.

R CERIEN VAR SC seeks records of EC's decisions amid SIR row

Prayagraj(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Monday refused to
pass any interim order to suspend Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar over allegations that he took decisions
unilaterally without the consensus of the two
other Election Commissioners. It, however,
directed the Election Commission of India
(ECI) to produce records of the decisions
under challenge, including the controversial
changes to Form 6.

The top court was hearing a petition, filed by
Patna resident Rakesh Kumar Singh,
challenging the functioning of the Election
Commission under the CEC’s leadership,
alleging that several guidelines and software
changes were introduced without the approval
of the other two Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi.

It also sought the CEC's suspension, saying
that he had acted contrary to the constitutional
and statutory framework. During the hearing,
a bench comprising Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant and Justices Joymala Bagchi and
V Mohana said it wanted to examine whether
the decisions were taken solely by Gyanesh

The Supreme Court was hearing a petition

seeking CEC Gyanesh Kumar's suspension
and challenging the functioning of the
Election Commission under his leadership. It
alleged that several quidelines and software
changes were introduced without the
approval of the other two Election
Commissioners.

Kumar or were approved unanimously or by a
majority of the poll body. “When the record is
produced, we want to see who has modified
the Form 6. If there is no consensus, the

decision should be by a majority; otherwise,
the decision could be set aside. You are basing
your arguments solely on a newspaper report,"
the CJI said. Form 6 is the application form
used by eligible citizens to seek inclusion of
their names on the electoral roll as new voters.
Vikas Singh, appearing for the petitioner,
responded, “There is a press release from the
Election Commission itself, and they have not
refuted this report.” In response, the CJI said,
“The report might be accurate or inaccurate,
but we cannot pass an order based on that. We
must await their response.” Meanwhile, the
Supreme Court did not set a specific deadline
for the ECI to respond, despite advocate Vikas
Singh seeking a response within a week and
arguing that the court needed to intervene,
saying otherwise “the country will burn."

In response, the CJI said that if the court
eventually found flaws in the appointment
process, it could always cancel the results.

The senior lawyer, however, argued that the
court had never cancelled or rejected an
election and said directions should instead be
issued to ensure that decisions of the
Commission were taken unanimously.

Sanatan Dharma.

CBI probe ordered into corruption allegations against
Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann’s aides

The Punjab and Haryana High Court has sought a report within two

The group has called for a
nation-wide protest against
the Special Intensive Revision
exercise and Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar.

New Delhi(Agency).

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) co-convenor
Saurav Das has claimed that he and other team
members might be arrested ahead of the
nation-wide protest on October 10 against the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise and
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar. The CJP has called for protests at
Delhi’s Jantar Mantar and across the country.

Writing on X, Das claimed, “The government
is planning on arresting me, Abhijeet (Dipke),
Ashutosh (Ranka), Ratna (Singh) and other

months on allegations against people linked to CM Mann's office.

Chandigarh (Agency).

earlier communication to the DGP, the

The Punjab and Haryana High Court
Monday directed the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to probe allegations
made by the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
against people linked to Punjab Chief

Minister Bhagwant
Mann‘s office and
submit a report within
two months.

The order came ona PIL
filed by advocate Nikhil
Saraf, who sought a |\
CBI probe into issues
raised by the ED in a
letter sent to Punjab

Director General of Police Gaurav Yadav.
The petition contended that the allegations
raised serious questions about the state
government’s functioning and warranted
an independent investigation outside the
Punjab Police and Vigilance Bureau. In its

agency sought registration of a criminal
case against CM Mann’s Officer on
Special Duty (OSD) Rajbir Singh Ghuman
and his alleged associates, Nitin Gohal and
Bir Devinder.

According to the communication, the three
allegedly interfered in the
transfer and posting of
government officials,
government work and
tender processes. The
agency also referred to
material purportedly
indicating “attempts to
influence postings, access
confidential government
documents and interfere in administrative
approvals and other official processes”.
The issue came to notice after
investigations into alleged irregularities in
the functioning of government
departments and agencies in Punjab.

\»
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CJP leaders likely to be arrested hefore
October 10 Delhi protest: Saurav Das

Cockroach Janta Party leaders.” “If the
government thinks that such dictatorial actions
will work, then they are mistaken! The young

generation has awakened. We appeal
to everyone to continue fighting for our rights
and future, with or without us. We have always

been ready to face jail or worse. But this will be
abig mistake. The young will not tolerate this,”
he said. “The protests must continue. People of
India should ensure the biggest mobilisation
starting October 10,” he added. On his X
account, CJP founder Dipke wrote, ““...10 Oct
ko poora desh aa raha hai...” Co-convenor,
Ashutosh Ranka, wrote on X on Monday,
“Multiple sources have reached out informing
that Abhijeet Dipke, Saurav Das and I will be
arrested anytime before 10th under NSA/other
equivalent provisions.” “All three of us have
been ready to go to Jail since June 6. There is
no fear about it. But the ones hell bent on
destroying this country should be the ones
frightened. And they are. As Gandhi said,
‘violence and hatred stem from fear’.

In Maharashtra, everybody is
protesting — From ‘cockroaches’
to tribals to women

Mumbai (Agency).

Protests in Maharashtra have reached a
crescendo. In the past few weeks, different
parts of Maharashtra have witnessed a
string of agitations — from Gen-Z to tribal
students to women, though only a few
made the headlines. On Friday, October 2,
the Cockroach Janata Party (CJP) held a
protest in Mumbai, demanding the ouster
of CEC Gyanesh Kumar, followed by a
similar protest by the Thackeray cousins.

As this was happening, another one
walked into Mumbai from Nashik over the
weekend — the tribal students. The triggers
are many — farm loan waiver, student
hostel facilities, better roads, noise
pollution, irregularities in government
recruitment exams, functioning of the
Election Commission, among others.
Farmers protested in June and July 2026,
demanding eligibility relaxations in the
Punyashlok Ahilyadevi Holkar farm loan
waiver scheme.

»In September 2026, the All India Kisan
Sabha launched protests, demanding
regular crop loan payees be given a Rs 2
lakh incentive

»In June 2026, onion farmers staged Rasta
Roko on the Pune-Nashik national
highway, demanding MSP for their
produce.

»For the past year, farmers from western
Maharashtra and Marathwada have
protested against the Shaktipeeth road
project, refusing to part ways with their
lands.

s sqover flood

response lapses, Gandak level recedes

Patna (Agency).

Sunday suspended seven
engineers and began
departmental proceedings
against another official for
alleged negligence in handling
the recent floods, according to
an official statement. said the %
state government will
implement the Uniform Civil 4
Code (UCC) once the l
committee drafting its
recommendations submits its
report. He said the go The Water
Resources Department said there
was currently no pressure on
embankments, while seepage and

piping problems had been
resolved. It also said materials had
The water level of river Gandak in been stocked at breach sites to
Bihar has started receding quickly, protect vulnerable stretches. At
even as the state government on Rewaghat in Saran, the Gandak's

water level has fallen by 177 cm
from its record high and is now 50
cm below the danger mark, the
department said in a statement
issued on Sunday evening. At
Lalganj in Vaishali, the level has

dropped by 130 cm but remains 52
cm above the danger mark. It is
expected to fall below the danger
mark within the next 24 hours, the
release added. The Gandak had
recorded unprecedented
water levels after heavy
rainfall in adjoining Nepal
and Uttar Pradesh, with
record highs reported at
Devghat in Nepal and at
Bagaha, Dumariaghat,
Rewaghat and Lalganj in
Bihar. The department said
inspections had found laxity
and delays in the emergency
response by some engineers,
including inadequate mobilisation
of manpower and materials and
poor coordination with locals and
elected representatives.

The river Gandak
has bequn receding
in Bihar as the state

government
suspended seven
engineers over flood
response lapses. The
action underscores
mounting scrutiny of
embankment
management while
relief work
continues across six
affected districts.
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Power of two, shadow of
three, an order in flux

Upon Xi Jinping’s arrival for a State visit to the
United States on September 23,2026, US President
Donald Trump personally went to Joint Base
Andrews to receive the Chinese President. The
welcome featured a red carpet and a military
ceremony, including an ostentatious bomber
flypast. It felt like déja vu, except last time Trump
travelled to Anchorage, Alaska on August 15, 2025
to receive Russian President Vladimir Putin on the
tarmac.Although the US-China summit that
followed in Washington had more spectacle than
substance, the modesty of the deliverables is the
story itself. It continued a pattern from the Busan
and Beijing encounters in October 2025 and May
2026, respectively, where Trump framed the
meetings as ‘G2’ moments.

Economist C Fred Bergsten first floated the idea of
a US-China condominium or G2 in 2005,
imagining shared leadership through existing
institutions rather than their abolition. China itself
once promoted the related idea of a ‘new type of
great power relations’, founded on mutual respect
for sovereignty and core interests. The present
understanding of G2 is less a scheme of
institutional co-governance than an
acknowledgement that Washington and Beijing
possess disproportionate material power, and that
decisions between them have consequences far
beyond their bilateral relationship.Simultaneously,
another configuration exists in the same landscape:
atriumvirate, or troika, rather than a dyad. Moscow
remains materially weaker than either the US or
China in economic scale, but it retains the largest
nuclear arsenal on the planet, enormous military
reach and energy leverage, and a proven capacity to
disrupt the calculations of stronger economies.It
forces upon us a profound and unsettling question:
as the world wanders, shocked and grieving,
through the ruins of the old order, are we
witnessing the birth pangs of a new, more
concentrated world order? A G2, a duopoly of
American and Chinese power, or perhaps a G3, a
troika that also accommodates a revanchist Russia?
G2’s allure lies in its simplicity: the two largest
economies, the two most powerful militaries, and
the two most consequential technological
ecosystems would agree on a framework for
stability, leaving the rest of the world to adapt. Itis a
pragmatic, transactional approach that prioritises
managing great-power competition over the messy,
multilateral consensus-building of the post-war
era.For Washington, this is a form of burden-
sharing, a way to manage its relative decline by
ceding some regional hegemony to Beijing in
exchange for stability in the core arenas of global
concern. For Beijing, it is the ultimate recognition
of its status as a peer competitor, validating its
century-long quest for national rejuvenation. Yet,
for all its apparent logic, the G2 is a profoundly
destabilising proposition for the rest of the world. It
risks creating a system of hierarchical control
where the interests of all other nations, from the
European continent to India to Brazil, are
subsumed by the whims and rivalries of the two.
The narrowly expansive alternative is G3, in which
Washington manages both rivals at once, inverting
the logic Henry Kissinger pioneered in the 1970s,
when the opening to China was designed to isolate
Moscow.Its central argument is the ‘paradox of
dual-containment’: Washington's efforts to
confront China and Russia simultaneously can
encourage greater Sino-Russian cooperation,
increase American strategic overstretch, and
generate alliance fatigue. In that formulation,
Russia is not necessarily a peer competitor to either
Washington or Beijing; it is the disruptive third
vertex whose actions alter the other two's
calculations. A potential G3 is also a pressure-
regulating layer atop three subordinate frameworks
in Northeast Asia: US-Japan-South Korea
deterrence, China-Japan-South Korea cooperation,
and a China-Russia-North Korea axis.For
Moscow, this is a vital path back to the top tier, a
way to transcend its pariah status and reassert its
great-power prerogative. Its ‘no limits’ partnership
with China, as detailed in Global Affairs, provides
the foundational axis for such a configuration, a
shared desire to counter Western dominance and
reshape the international system.

OF late, there has been increasing concern about the

Revisiting the Constituent Assembly debate on the ECI

China has halved its US holdings, while Japan is moving away too

institutional wellbeing of the Election Commission of
India (ECI). The institutional decline in terms of the ECI's
autonomy and neutrality has been flagged. It is in this
context that this comment revisits the Constituent
Assembly (CA) debate proceedings concerning the ECI,
held from May 16 to June 15, 1949 (Constituent
Assembly Debate: Official Report. 2014. Lok Sabha
Publication, Vol. VIII, pp. 915-61).The revisit serves
three purposes. First, it tells us about the way the
founding members envisaged the broad nature of the
institutional framework of the ECI.Second, revisiting
enables us to discover the 'original intent' of the
Constitution makers while instituting the ECI as an
election management body.Third, it also helps in
discussing about to what extent the institution has been
able to live up to its expectations in its seven-and-a-half-
decade existence. And, how the long-term question mark
over its neutrality can be attributed to a certain oversight
of the CA members.The ECI may well be regarded as an
'original' institutional innovation of the CA as there was
no election management body (EMB) in colonial India,
nor in the Great Britain. The CA debate, while envisaging
the ECI, mainly veered around three issues.First, whether
the ECI was to be made a permanent constitutional body
or to be set up just before every General Election. The
members decided for permanency because they correctly
anticipated that the five-year electoral cycle might be
disrupted in future.Second, the members also debated
whether to institute the ECI as a centralised integrated
institution or, alternatively, set up a separate commission
for each constituent state as per the federal principle.

BR Ambedkar, supported by KM Munshi, defended the

proposal to structure the ECI as a centralised institution
on the grounds that the presence of a 'mixed nature of
population' in some provinces led to the fear that there
could have been deliberate exclusion of racial or
linguistic minorities if elections were to be held under the
jurisdiction of the provincial executive.Third, how to
ensure the independence and neutrality of the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) and the ECs was another
important part of the debate. Members like HN Kunzru
and Shibban Lal Saxena raised their apprehension that,
with the appointment process remaining under the
exclusive control of the Central government, there would
be the temptation to appoint a 'staunch party man'.

The members were keen that the ECI should remain

independent and separate from the executive branch in
order to ensure 'purity of election for fairness in
elections'.Saksena proposed the provision of a
parliamentary two-thirds majority to ratify the
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appointments so that "everyone, even in opposition, may
not have anything to say against the
Commission."Ambedkar proposed an 'Instrument of
Instruction' in place for the purpose of appointments. On
the suggestion of Munshi, Clause 2 was added to the draft
Article 289 (now 324), stipulating that the appointing
power of the President shall be 'subject to the provisions
of any law made on that behalf by Parliament'.Saksena
and Kunzru also raised their concerns about the manner
of removal of the ECs, asking for the same security of
tenure to be accorded to them as for the CEC. While the
1950 Constitution did provide for the security of tenure of
the CEC, it was inexplicably left for the future Parliament
to legislate about the appointment procedure.

The critique
While the CA can be lauded for framing the ECI as a

permanent federal body with constitutional mandate, it
can be critiqued on the following grounds.

First, leaving the appointing power subject to legislation by

future Parliament and allowing the government a free
hand till then, an instance of 'constitutional
incrementalism', needs to be questioned.Was it not quite
naive on the part of the CA members to think that the
political executive that invariably dominates the
legislature in a parliamentary system would be willingly
ready to give up 'such a valuable power' — as evident in

Iraq 23 years later: War is over, but its consequences aren't

the way the NDA government moved quickly to legislate,
upturning the court judgment in the Anoop Baranwal vs
Union of India, constituting a collegium comprising not
only the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition
but also a neutral Chief Justice of India?Second, while the
broad constitutional framework, as envisaged in Article
324, has allowed both a 'judicially active' Supreme Court
and 'activist' CECs in the past, a 'solid underpinning' to lay
down new electoral rules and procedures whenever the
legislative bodies have been 'slow to give guidance', it has
also led to instances of 'overreach' by the ECI, raising
doubt about the institutional neutrality.Third, election
commissioners (ECs) not being given the same
constitutional safeguards as in the case of the CEC
regarding the security of their tenure (they can be removed
by the President simply on the recommendation of the
CEC), despite now having the same powers post the TN
Seshan vs Union of India judgment, undermines the
position of the ECs, coming in the way of the democratic
functioning of the ECI, having serious fallouts, like seen in
the case of the resignations of Ashok Lavasa and Arun
Goel.The past and the present experiences have shown
that the CA members would have done well to take care of
drafting a more detailed institutional framework, both on
mapping out the ECI mandate and the appointment and
security of the tenure of election commissioners.

Terrorism cannot be defeated merely by taking over a territory, defeating commanders or changing
regimes. Nor can security be outsourced indefinitely to foreign armies

Twenty-three years after the United States invaded Iraq, the

last American troops have left. Washington calls it the end
of its military mission; Baghdad terms it another step
towards full sovereignty. But history will certainly be less
forgiving. Iraq was invaded on the claim that Saddam
Hussein possessed weapons of mass destruction, an
assertion that proved false, and the war was declared
effectively won long before its consequences had even
begun to unfold. The famous “Mission Accomplished”
moment in 2003 captured the Iraq war’s central illusion:
military victory could be confused with political
settlement. The invasion toppled Saddam Hussein, but it
also dismantled institutions, deepened sectarian
divisions, fuelled civil conflict and helped create the
conditions in which the Islamic State could emerge.
Lakhs of Iraqis died, more than 4,500 American service
members were killed and an entire region was thrown into
turmoil.The US left in 2011, only to return three years
later when the Islamic State swept across territory,
captured Mosul and proclaimed its caliphate. No doubt
the US-led coalition eventually destroyed that territorial

caliphate. US President Donald Trump now says there
was no reason to turn a temporary mission into a
permanent presence. Yet the distinction between ending a
military mission and ending a multidimensional conflict
is vital. The Islamic State has lost its territory, but
extremist networks, sectarian politics, armed militias and
regional rivalries have not disappeared. The larger
question is what fills the space left behind. Baghdad must

Military academies must raise the bar

~ I here is a pressing need to review the selection procedure and training methodology

THE Indian armed forces, apart from contributing to the
defence and security of the nation, also form a distinctive
strand in India’s multi-ethnic and multi-religious fabric.
In the chaos that often prevails, they not only embody
order and discipline and uphold our democratic, secular
traditions but also set high standards of integrity,
professionalism and excellence for their compatriots.

For these reasons, our military leaders were held in high
regard by civil society as exemplars of honourable and
ethical conduct. But today, we find that the armed forces
are slipping in the estimation of their fellow Indians, not
only because of occasional misdemeanours but also due
to signs of politicisation and public display of religiosity
among the higher ranks.India's social and economic
transformation has been accompanied by a steep decline
in standards of private and public conduct. Hand in hand
with corruption goes the politicisation of every system,
including the police, the bureaucracy, the legal
framework and the media. Communalism and
parochialism are on open display at election time since
votes are sought on the basis of region, caste and religion.
The slide in the military’s ethical standards is often
justified on the grounds that since soldiers are drawn from
society, their conduct is bound to reflect prevailing
societal norms. This facile logic must be firmly rejected.
Not only does every soldier swear an oath of allegiance to
the Constitution, but also the armed forces have
traditionally set their own standards and codes of conduct
and are governed by stringent disciplinary regulations. It
was their adherence to this self-imposed code — not their
place in the Warrant of Precedence —that earned them a
high standing in society.More than just a shield against
external threats, the armed forces serve as a fundamental
anchor of the country’s social stability and national well-

being. In order to maintain the public’s trust as well as its
own internal cohesion, our military leadership requires
rigorous grounding in key foundational pillars such as
upright and ethical conduct, secular principles and
apolitical neutrality. There is an old saying: “Mighty oaks
from little acorns grow.” To produce military leaders with

manhandling, he would be useless as an officer!

If we were to examine past or recent trespasses by senior
officers which have earned the armed forces a bad name,
the fundamental cause of misdemeanours is the inability
of an individual to distinguish between the “easier wrong”
and the “harder right”. It becomes obvious that the

demonstrate that its own security institutions can
contain both militia power and the threat of an Islamic
State resurgence. The American withdrawal, therefore,
might close one chapter without guaranteeing a stable
next one.For India, the lesson matters even more.
Speaking at the Asia Society in New York, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar recently stressed that
terrorism is one of New Delhi’s central security
concerns. He warned that a partner’s insufficient
understanding of cross-border terrorism can affect
bilateral relations.That is Iraq’s enduring lesson.
Terrorism cannot be defeated merely by taking over a
territory, defeating commanders or changing regimes.
Nor can security be outsourced indefinitely to foreign
armies. The next phase must focus on capable national
institutions, accountable governments, intelligence
cooperation, and a refusal to distinguish between
‘convenient’ and ‘inconvenient’ forms of terrorism.
Americans have gone home, but Iraq’s strategic
consequences will endure in West Asia and far beyond for
decades.

selection processes employed by the Union Public
Service Commission and the Services Selection Boards,
including the medical criteria, may have become outdated
and need drastic revision. This is also a reflection not only
on the physical training methodology and syllabi being
followed but also on the unwarranted liberty granted to

a strong moral fibre, fit to occupy leadership
positions, the defence forces must groom candidates
along the right path from the earliest possible stage.
Apart from the tri-service National Defence
Academy (NDA), five key institutions impart ab
initio training — ranging from 12 months to four
years — before commissioning young men and
women as officers. It is the rigorous physical and
academic training, along with the mental inculcation
imparted in these “cradles of leadership”, that moulds
the character of these youth forever.Having passed
out of the NDA'’s portals in 1964, I returned 33 years
later as its Commandant to find that the institution had
seen vast improvement in infrastructure and facilities,
the enhanced syllabi and above all, the motivation
levels of the young trainees. But what came as a nasty
surprise was the advent of a new ethos, which
required a cadet to possess a basic “skill set” for
survival.

This included cheating, manhandling juniors, minor theft
and even impersonation — all against the academy’s rules
and unheard of when I was a cadet in the 1960s. Even
more dismaying was the benign and tolerant attitude of
the training staff towards such misdemeanours. Many of
the young staff officers believed that not only was such
conduct an “academy tradition,” but that unless a “smart”
cadet was resourceful enough to “beg, borrow or steal” a
few small things and tough enough to give and take a little

instincts that motivate a young cadet to commit minor
offences in the academy mutate into serious character
flaws in later years and erode the integrity of senior
officers, leading them to commit ethical lapses.

A number of disturbing trends have been emerging from
our service academies, but they do not seem to evoke the
necessary alarm or remedial responses from the military
hierarchy. There have been periodic fatalities among
cadets and a growing number of withdrawals at early
stages of training in academies. These indicate that the

senior cadets to conduct “training” (ragging?) of
juniors.

The selection of training staff — both military and
civilian — needs to be far more stringent and
discriminating so that only persons who can provide
mature and sensible guidance shape the trainees’
outlook. In this context, the academy’s Commandant
exerts an outsized influence on the cadet body — by
his personality as well as personal
example.Unfortunately, this post is often treated as a
convenient short-term parking slot by service
headquarters (HQs) and some “hand-picked”
incumbents have even been removed from command
for serious misconduct. Finally, many Commandants
have taken liberties with the training curriculum and
even the customs and traditions of these institutions
by making arbitrary changes. Such matters need to be
codified in the form of a “Blue Book”, approved by
service HQs for implementation in letter and spirit by the
Commandant and the staff.

The quality of the nation’s military leadership is an issue
important enough for the Chiefs of Staff Committee to
take urgent note of. It’s time for them to convene a high-
level military commission to review the processes for the
selection and induction of officer candidates into the
services, evaluate the training syllabi and methodology
being followed in our service academies and recommend
reforms where required.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.

Owned by PACE (Peoples Assocaition for Charity & Edification), Published by Ashis Kumar Sinha, on behalf of PACE, Printer Prithwis Das, Printed at DB Corp. Ltd., Near Forest Range Office, Lalgutuba, Ranchi, Jharkhand-835303. Published at Ranchi, 23 - East Jail Road, Lalpur,
Ranchi, Jharkhand. Pin 834001. Editor: Ashis Kumar Sinha. *Editor as per provision of Section 7 of PRB Act. ] RANCHI:- PRGI - JHAMUL/2016/75465 | email: mail4daily@gmail.com | Call: 9334220098 | All disputes will be subject to Ranchi Court | web: www.theresearchers.us |
Delhi: 8416, Basant Kunj-8C, New Delhi-110070 | Mumbai: Building No. 11, Flat No. 604, DB Ozone, Western Express Highway, Mira Road East, Mira Bhayander, Thane, Maharastra-401107 | Kolkata: Nischinda Madhypara, Bally, Ghoshpara, Howrah, WB- 711227




The Researchers’

Business

IRl oft SmI9r 91510l

& [J9drRT cIPIeT

- 3YTH Hax IRl

BT Y ARNGRIT T BRI AT ARG
TG M AR |
AT & B T9AT YHR J T[0T 79 fIRIRT AR |
YA B ofed AIS Ul & G GART a1 |
Fig Rifg & W@l F1a & g3 @R 9reT |
QAT g 9T 37BRAT 8H Il gorRar
ST H S IRl
T & BH YolaT HNId J VY EHG W SANIAT |
% fIwar ofmrer |
STEl BIefl AI8R BRI X2 A1 hal fIeT & S |
B g1 & HSR AT faeTh Torer AR |
STl ST AR GIIRAT 971 BHRI gl
AlGH R <Iere],
3gaT 3 TR 7 €1egd Y o
B A ANl |
B fawar ofmTer |
T &A1 @ IRAT 7 [l J BETe |
gl & ST JHaT FaN ufdr Yo Yol |
PICAT EAT |9 YSRAT A Bselly aaiRaT
HdT S&RT ARTe,
N G941 & HerdT ufeersd A o
R T et |
BHS fa=ared ARTer |

P19 & DI o Bla 9D
Fa§) LaP UL RO <]

o[, AfFIA: IE Y ¥F 2026¢-97 73
mmmmmﬁm@@
2@ 9T S8l Al DT =
2R 60,000 43 A T off Al 8 I
o JAftT 92U J50 S| TP
mmaac’?,m g& vﬁzr
arzrsqmz[cm
mwmﬁmmmmm
A A, B PGS BIqD I
Dr%mmmpﬁzrfﬁm:ﬁmm I 9z =2
mmmmzﬂmmm
AT T = D TR0 IS DI,
1 of7 29fo5a ofGig e, 51409 3 PRI
T At S g9iE, WSSl
Wﬁﬁ#amwmmw
B2
ae a8 vIRE I W3As Sgdl IMd
B A A DDA AFESEd Jfr
Wﬁnzmﬁa sﬁawﬁﬁw«rmaﬁmﬂzﬁ

WWWWWWJ
Pl a3 W%
A3 zﬂﬁzrmm. 9{81 q G=IG-aq
@fﬁzfir(czrvmﬁsﬁs W@WWW
IeH A1 22|

a4 A GO @@ A0 a4 afned
A3 DS TS G2 D
TIVE FARMR, I3 ApAd TGS
93 P R 1 (e X O | BT R W | I
mﬂ%mﬁﬁwmﬁm@ﬂm
S A, “a3 qofre a6
QI -, 6 ofovg<sE@ g9 FIsal
arail azrsznmmﬂzﬁrmﬁm
7

B AT T4 M G i -
RS ST #eldl, Bl ST Sl DAl
aﬁmmmsm mﬁfﬁ“ﬁﬂmpﬁﬁm
S AFATH AR,

RANCHI | 06 October 2026

S

il @l 71,000-71, 2ooaiaa?u?atnéﬁmﬁaﬂ Agier-Sioter b <ret of i
amml Rt 3 1w 22,800 __ e STl

WWWﬁW
a3 U fRmee & @y
FRIER FaH fHan faeet
frawEnt Sl AR SR,
e el ol oGl il 3R
FUSR Afeeh Hehell o SR
T TAE AN @ FTeAlln,
ISR foRIRT 1 o= & fF
Teheien! Tehaiehl o MR R
e emafy | ANt ast
(feiw &) T 1 faa
T TiEfae e wHE
SR § HASRT &1 8
TR SR @11 SHaR &l
Y 1.52 i i ek
% 98 ot fasmaret &1
TS §1 BT (AR H1
Yaeish # 0.79 fae =t
3R iR 351 g1 R Twe

H9FY 1,670.84 3fF T
T, mﬁﬁ@ﬁsqﬁw
T offtes 1 fiRmEe <=t i
TE| TEAR HI AR e
FHREN 9 H oeR R
& @y a3 gl fecwh
YT IEERIEA
(THAETE ) hi foemaret,
T sie diee IR w7
&1 HFdal | dTeT ST A
froremEnt @t aren 1 gt
fwem v & ofd ¥ g9e™
570.59 2fs& I 0.79
gfaerd iR 71,909.70 W
o g FRER F RE T
71,292.88 & W I el
T, SN SHRT 9 52-9HE
1 e "R @I A
198.50 3Tsh I 0.88
qfaerd fiReR 22,421.95 W
S gATI ST A I

SEUTd dIeTe] ol fotael- & 3ie
veTuarstet facen &f acmelal et

afd

Erefepiferes o et %qd Pl 30 Jauce
maﬁﬁaﬁaaﬂaggﬂw

T e |

9RA % SEA HAGH I Fesi-eh & i Tq@ Huf-ai
e i@l o sfen fafes (I1) 3iRk Tuwest
fafres 1 fowll ® @it Sl it @t iR sifemeo

% o1 e femm B

39 Had 1 IO 3 o¥ H 3 SR & oy
ST Fedl T hi Qrefehifereh ST G e 3iR
AR R =507 T &1 HoAer & Tk aRg sifeserd | 39
S &I IY S 7| S ST & AU olie 3k 3R
FIRT BRI < THE Fed A €, 0 & 9Ra 10
KT A Sl STEXT T TR 85-90 Ffierd TG

FA B

TE HiFel TeT B9 9 sifefern iR e s <t
Y 37T 1 T e, FHS A TR oF 3 R S g
fercet et & fmew & R it 39 S Fefwar
% A HH 3R 9T Hf Feo HGT ST B
F H Aeg faerm st & §, Steesy wid S
TR €, TOTEeRT o8 TRV 50 ISl el HieT shi STea
1 3T B § G HA 5| TIASE, ST T &9 | A
3R SICh &, 376 31 Wil sl @iet | off forer &

W&l

THAMER T528 RN SR
fodivsl & oI ER, fhcter
9939 U4 @ AT
TR H e FHRER @
gl g8 so-feaeflm
TFHIH e giET TR
(3uqu) 75,544. 56 SﬁT
200- T‘amﬁa

77,684.60 ¥ FHH T T,
ST SR H A T Fehd
AR

- PPN
1 e ¢ for S0 & fog
71,000 ¥ 71,200 & &=
w@a@m@vﬁi&hﬁ

W%I

10212@9&[@2’(@'{@% 9520m9ﬁr
foren @1 &1 I8 feerar Sl dt saf+@l & qai /@
% 3 T VR Y GeFE, PR 3K o
T F R TEAT TE <@l TN | SHT- ST T H
3R STl ! hiTd TS TSR g @IT T 3y
Yot % FROT P A ) e eifaft, wew
T FHiFd 31 wqu-gier fofme < of sod
fireht T €1 @ierifeR, T ot @eR #, fasht
TR TS A 3 3TFER I 79 JUf WU | 5
3ot § 3 T Ui SR it Sl i ol T s

diesel

l,,lI

=

w®
wl%’l ]

%a ﬁ»
ifmﬂé

af
£

g”ar
iiiﬁg

FHI & EATH R AN ot IR TR dt Hafi &

H IS s el gl

DR a5 A 4
ﬁ?ilzéqﬁal e’lzlz

H51qa

frét @1 2001 B TG TR el ANCItsD PrIae SR

8 fodl |

YRAH IR SR H TR
firrere S, e fawd
2001 & 9€ 999 oAl
e fiREe TSt X e
21 Fo qd I He H,
Al Teleid st dies 3
fereet forgent i feememett o
SN 1 gl | 1@ &1
TAllh, 39 FHASIK qRd §
Wi, IS ®H ufedd
TS 3 A T IR @
TeEH F & S o
T H 21 WS I i sl
@A H et TRl &1 IR
1 HiS[e T FHHASR 1
& 9 o a7, d o
Rt aaR B 'R iR

% Ty s g ) et &
faw 22,200 =1 =R 3EH
U 7, fsosh <29 W a'
21,800 % TRl Tehal &1
oo fRt @ foT 53,700 &
R wEE € s =
53,000 T fRMEE 31 Tehdl
21 39 gAYl aEe &
SENE, HB g WRl |
TR &9 9 ATl fo@
& 21 ofeEy srREe A
ol Thadad &l 2,300-
2,254 T HI I | Tled
FI T 4 €, e @ea
2,670-2,750 ¥93 3T
wigeAT® 2,080 ¥9F 21
TAIfee ™ & Hqales a8
s =1 W ASi sl heed
ST BT S T A o e

d¢dl HEIMS UR cIoT¥ B & felv
3dI3Ng Ul ¥¢ del dAdhdi 2- faelus

31aeeR A B arelt Alfes <ifd afifa o Sow A user srinfsrit A starn 3aE

& fe@r

yRdg  Rsd 9w
(eTReeTE ) w1 Wifgew Hifq
qfafq (TadE) FT s
3% ¥ T8 oIk § S
q ] A 3THA oS B T
&1 T HEME W e FH
% YAl & qEd, H3
srefenterE 3 W e A 25
G wET Ht TG hT
HA ST &, S a8
5.25 HIES ¥ IgH 5.50
W@m%n@uﬁm

IMEA 10

FfenferEl 4 sFTa w1
O Se% T 39 Sl
Yol 9% ®1 2l BB
HeE THUT & Sigh 5 °
7 TR T o ¢, TR
TS I HIOT 7 STFIER
FHI M| TE T HLERt
2023 & G 9gEl @,
eI 3TEeTE o el =R
I3HT A AT 3T &I 5.25
HIES R fer sAT @ o
TRaes & fF 2025 ® Hd
125 9f9® @Ee ®t wardl
F T o [ T A weafaa

MIed vforen d evy &l
iy gl anstre-zilssn

GOl dehumTs, faf-mio siik weri dplf  ds gia ca @

Gyl

T G HUH AT
% & HEes S
(TE3T) Sifst R = S
i ¢ foF 9Ra ofeEn § SR
FIA HT G qST 9 g
ISR 1 SR o § SR,
faxtta Qa1 wa  &fimr
(suwewans), fafaio,

TES TAT ST TEHH &l
@I 39 Jfg F IHE A
ST FHfE 3 o Felg
ARA § 379 FHRER TR &
31X STIEX qATY TE 2
T e sawT Afysw
A hg T BT T W
&, Tel T 4,000 AR
FET € 3R I8 T &
Afysw FARTT 9 gHE

SFTH Tol ferhr T e 81
URA & ATA-FAY WSRO
SR H 37Ol 4eqY, WRAE
FURE o TR & forw
3Rl 3R e § gfg #
@ 71 I 7 HiAw qen
(TATE ) FHT 79I ATt
FHUFT I Teet 3T ST B
i Tl A H FAR <,
qfe 3 gRvER-emenfia an

Waﬂmﬁﬁwﬁ@mﬁ
o Teh|

NIl #WioT & fere 3ifeY puf+r
e, 3aureHl d¢l, % Wolqd

FHUFEl F @ AT ® G
FH % U FR w9 o B
FHE T 3 S e
& Y- SeR qedsh W
off Wi e R @, @i

FET & IET THT W
feferert giafaa =t 51 ¥
3TR el Y Tciva 3tafe Y
F9 forar s g | <9 F
T TS HR KA ARG
ot e & e et A
TEA HUT 2.2 A Aferd
AT &1 HT T T A

3

e 3 ot o JeaE F 4-
5 HHE 1 Lk 5@ & 3R
wfSifiead Sea = &1 e,
ufggr Te Afgsr 7 st
T SR geAfags amed
IIIET &7l 68,000 aTET

STIRBT HROT & 5T W 39
el G5 # WHeR fosht
F I B ST T T
I BT IYASIAT Y H
T B ferhl B e 1
- ® @

If.g 1 T R sEd Gl
3R oiF HETE €1 oT |
eI HETE SgHhT 4.82
FHES & TE o, S STRESTE
& 4 HES & e @y
T W FHTH FW 2 5
e § ofieh TR o 9.92
HEE T U5 Tl hed dd
FT Fgdl HEd AR -
TSTHifaeh are o fesg o
TEME 1 Tl =g & feiar
5 W & T R FEE &
Y- ARSNTE & 9
eTfeler forme =1 s T

F AT ot g1 R
STefTeR Sl AT Jfg
3R fae@ & = gqa
FIYAT BRI IR A
fa<ita o 2027 & fag
i gfg &1 THM 6.7
FIEE @ Bl A 3 ¥ s
g, @ ol & faw &l &
AN ¢ Tl €, foEenT
e 3R WI-fdae 89 &=
3R 37 &S *1 Afas
%@(é@aﬁ)mq@w

T TR TR & TR G
W@ €, 3R =it Wy e
TS & HW HRER & &
€1 A-eptES wEl &l 2,500-
2,450 T & S TG i
T @, forwe @ 2,695-
2,760 T9F 3R Wiqeid
2,365 ¥ | I Wik ot

HSTel g €1 AR W
Zeifd Sfe (Zeme)
5% 300-290 T FH T A
Tl 1 8

cholel aied & Aeficsdee farere &
Jareaft fereliempt ddefie

®Usht iU forafara @ deciiet derrar it dar b 3ucte Ber ot

TS fad |

ToTl 28 Aiotan

A i ST 3R Sfiftesher GRifien! femrst e 9ra
& el O foenfa & ® Siengerer fafmior &= & saa &t

LRI

FI 7 YRAE fog iR w o Suq feemnt
Teheiieh IR TRl Ta e F & fou <91 | T e
%7 TfUd I H A 9% B1 hAT gfe &
31 Rl 3 39 el S 9RA | ks fafmior &
foreR o foTT Tk STe1 STereR S| S e foh e, S
o frmfor & sy e el el weii=i ) afses

g, o YRl % "iemm 9 9RdE e
frmiaredl =t TEanT 3T =t €1 HUT = AR B forpfad i
ST @ IHE gtk eFel IRASTHIST 9 S[S Ual % @
S W 8, eriien o et ol TwEia et s T8
T T A R F SHER SE-S9 ¥ ufEsET o
S, T o fore Twfia deifienl SeEar iR der &=

3Medl3ng, fawrél dist
30e af*am dAdd da
@0 AR @l 15 f&em

TPIAR 3116 8l Bt PRide & €16 fAaerm! &l 357
Hifees +Hifa afifa b A w

Has |

TS TFAl T AR
fiee | S ® WA IR
SR % ot 36 HEE Seg
&Y B el €1 YR
il o' w1 Hifgsw Hifa
fafq (TadE) w1 Fgen
Hropey foret o &t el fommer
F TS HT YT AR
SRR S~ W Tgd STl
Sl Y@ AT SR @
feam a@ T ufem ufver §
SR T SR Fed ddd @i
it off ferement & fa fear
1 fama o g €, foem
R B SAR-9T&T™ &1
ST B

aRdE Rsd dw @t
Hifees ife afifa =t S5 5
Y 7 3TFER o o, TSt
T 7 TSR T Go§ 10
ESlE tuiRECH e e
=7 0 W EfEafg & ol
T AR T, Sifceh HEME
IR enffer ferfq W g
d% & @ H W w9

TH, S AT i =S R
Hifey &1 "o 2wl g
T TS fod o @t el
et & T o YE @
S

ferrst oY wuA eren
FHUceH FEas (JETH)
8 STFIER ! U fodeR
frm % S St S
3T IS AT g YT w1
feuaforl & froement =l 3T
&5 &1 A iR wufE &
TSI % IR H YER Hohd
fieit) Sifier O W M
TR s~ T ST hs 91
% IogaH WR R UgH T T,
S ST IR 9 foreh
ISt o1 SfeviaTe & TR ¥,
SRt 3R R SISTR W
qeS| SR, Uiy iy ¥
TE 3R BT STereTede
HT AR T & G F
TR ot T & =g el
q ! FEA W o
g3 2, Sl 9Ra S| dw
;W%ﬂéamﬁmm
|

T T o HEHTG S|
iR @5 A duf Qs
3i @l gfig @I cide 3menf-ad

s AT, 31 STA3NS 3R IS W Bidd
A e aeran

ERA | a8, @ gfear 15-20

e s & 3k Tec
TR-FETR AR 17
UG U i hiAd B
g—suﬁmawaﬁa@aﬂgé
|
T T 91 Sl el gfs
&, S e A, Wi gere
3R g fofar < § 3ar-
T % FRU G &1 TeNE
39 fafwiar 59 =) fom o
IR 3F I J(g B AT
FTET ATRME &1 ST T
A= € fop Wiftrm Sl @it
Sl A/, G SYRON Bl
AT H1 T®IA, ATAT
arfas feea (SuASTE)
e SR STRET URom B TENS % 3TER I8 Wi
QuR 9 okl &1 Fstedn [
et
TfeIT YR A 3fivH &
IRE fael erest font @
FafE w1 TR o
et & A ot ASE@
i w1 IEAT BB
HAEES el A g &
3TMHR R @Rl fosht # 30-

m@mﬂﬁwaﬁﬁaﬁa
T o T FE F IR
q T F1 W1 A
AMAR R I el Hem
STHTHT SUHIT S et
FUE i e o |
30-40 YRIa 1 AMEH
35 yfowra iR Aen § e €, 3R 3§ R off sl @
209&1%3&;6{%31#@% Wqﬁgaﬁeﬁh’%
m e e o



fiig reraean o oiel & oft airet
ol &1

3% W1 DI 31T B | g
3FHIGRAT & A A |l ST STl 2 |
¥d fuqg 3mman ol fawg gq § agd
Hed & | SNy U9 & ol o
59 91 Pl 38 e & fob ad fug
3R & fo fepan 1 Ukl &
fAifret s B fUeRT @1 1A faw]
& M d%HUe ¥ WIH el § 1 39%
3fetal, 4 fug MR & i Ui
& TAfre S STerr i 9gd enveRt
HHT ST 2 | 3 H SAfcurar & 3mgd
ST 8 o 3niaR i fUg 3= &
et fope <11 ofer =ifew | A1 € 7
ol ST b fepea e fopet il R
I STl G4 & Ud oot T Siel
e |

d U 3MEaRI I®

febe SRl STl TIfeg?

YRS ¥ affd SIHGRI & 39R,
d fUg 3mTaR & foo fUevi &
i 11 3R 1 g SR A
forwy & i STetr anfey |

9d fUqg 3ME W

®ai R STeH dIfey?

iuet & U, TR Bl <féqur fewm, W @
& gR, dRME, W B 8 3R ufa
el & T W A4 g 3rHaRan & e
SR STel TR |

94 fUqg e W b4
93 R STl d1fey?

I fUg 3mmaRan & foo fUel &
ffi <11 QUER & FHY Siemg | 7,
9 fe warar fawy & ff S
§EH Ygd | STelF 1 g9 B 1

9d fUg 3MERA W/ BIF
1 ST STl aIfgy?

fUeRi & ferq #d fug e &
I b el H foiet fHetier <
e | *TaT faw] & FHet €t Bl
A dudb gsafeld & |

94 fig SR W SR

STl & T o1 €7

39 f&a i & fore <o Stem 4
fUg o 81 € 3R 3iildic <d 8 1
WA fqw] & Fwel <R ofele A
fuq < # red ferd 81

Ui & e 3 31 A8 & Qi ug ol
3TaRa il 1 9d Ug 3rreRan #4118
St 8 139 fedd 9l UBR & 91g, auun 3iR
figaM @ @l fq9Iy #ec 2 | ded & b
fig 99 29 W &fth Bl Bbs a8 DI
FHRAAT DT AT BT Ul & | 9 fug
3R W U 7 s 4 fig <9 @
faRoT 81ell & 1 9d g 3rreRRn o1 e
JIY HEaqui 38H 7 | fUse ¥ fiiel, STel
3R @21 301fE BT IUANT fepan Sirell B | 91
o 370 gdoil & ¥ WX Hioid gHIhY
AT Bl <M foha il & 1 39 fad gF
BT gl Y AT ST B 1 31T 37, I,
& 311f¢ G B Fobd & | 39 fod i’
ST WA fqw] 3iR Ui &1 gor fepan
STl & 1 319 O 4 39 el 9d fug 3mmaw
@9 8, Ul @1 211G {5 J7 o1 o
HME1 S 8 |1 & 39 3Ma fofy &
e T 8 | IRATTAR FTEHUT & G &R
&l 3aqdl '8’ U4 i ‘B’ T80 B & |
ifcp 4ig uel ® SrgHvT HioH & i fady
T 81 £ | 1 Wiarell STEHvil B S
3FJUTET BRI AL BIdT © | 33T ST
2 1 IRATIIR Iig BT HIsH T80T B
3D ¢ |

91g HIsl DI dTel SIEHUT DI e

BT AAD & | 1g HIsl B alell

SIEHUT SIBR BT 91fEY Sl TR Bl

e 51U B & |

91g 1ol B dTel SIRHYT Bl 91g o

HISH B FHY HH 8B HIoH Bl

1§y, SMAIBATAR Ddcl &1 B

bd BT AR |

91g 151 B I SIEHUT Bl HioH Bl

71 71 gt 78l el ey |

91g HIsl B dTel FIEHUT A HIoH &

fae  3reffd ‘B2’ I UL Al

B AT |

4G HIddl SIEHUT Bl G-I 37fc U

& e Q1 I T W R 91g oISl @

BT 1T |

91g UGl SIZHUT Bl 91g HIoT aret fad

SM ol &1 9ISy |

91g UGl SIEHUT Bl 91g ISl dret T

A &l B AT |

g HIddl SIEHUT Bl badl dial, BRI Al

T ¢ Ul TR ORINT 71T IS &1

B I1fEY | 9ig ¥ &g g fHedt & uml

1 F4YT Y TR T2 |

qd U 3MIaRAT Bl Heed

¥4 fUg 3R & o A 3R &

B A Afh B qud Ui el 21

1Y gl Ui & forg quun, figeH, g1

31ie B A Ui 31 3meidie fierd & |

gg}rgw—msﬂ?maﬁiﬁm
|

fég v o fuquer o1 HEM d8s HEayul
HET STl 3 139 SRM Ui & ol b
@I AR 2 | U1 Pl Sl 8 b 3R
MUl Bsell H UGEN &, o @b I B
T D FHIRA BT AT BT U
[ & | gfey fUguer ¥ faferad wu 4
91§ B, auuT 3R 3R fiseq &= 4
m?{w%mmaﬁwé,?guaﬁ
B3 IR oD HIfd BU 41§ Tai B
Urd & | sfere 9 fUg 3mma™n & fod
B3 g s Bl a9 URuH fHer Jabd
& | fUguel o s e & fUs 941G i & |
R afts & a1y 81 Jdbd1 & 1 3@ U
H fuquer 9§ Ui @1 @R @1 fis o @1
e a1 2 |
fUaRI &1 WR @1 s

& Bl HEd A1 82

fieRi &1 @R B Ui o &g o 7 up
HEayUl 318 &, faeey fug uat &
SRM | I§ 91 ST & b 39 38 4
TieT U B § Aeg fHerdl 8 1 GR &
U Ufdd I JHT STl & | 39 <aaial
@1 ot 31fta fopan STran & | el &1 @R
o ¥ T2 99y B 8 b 4 3 ufaA
YIS @I 31HE o & | WR ¥ T/dd 3R

direTl 31 & fob & fig
3[Aae=T o feol 3 fafdad

%0 & ¢lol-

a1 A fuar
I &1 & Aacd?

3y 31 B1d & | Iraet wfg 3R TRl @
Udlicp 8, STaies g8 Yaell 3R Ufasidl o
el 2 | S9feTT, WR @1 91t 3R grad
@1 Yclip {1 STl 2 | 30! &l &, WR
HiaT 811 € 3R 7M1 o7 & fob g i
Pl 0 Bl & | 51 & e, WR B

URAR &b FeRil & did 3nfced Hae Dl
HoTgd P B Al Ucii HHT STl @ |

R & fis q fietd

& fUg 01 3 GedRI

fég & ¥ fUg o1 &1 §gd Hecd B B |
T ST & fop AT fian 3 &9 Sfias fe=n
2 3R 8 urel- T foa B, s4fey g
3 Ul Belgl a1 d1fey | IRl @1 WR
@1 fUs <P &9 59 F1 B BB 3 B
1 Ui ) @I BB B4 IP1 3Rildie
UTH 811 & | /1 ol & T fasy @
3mefiafe BAR Siiad # g 3R Jyig
A 8 | U’ &1 WR &1 fUs e gH
16T U9 B3 | Age B & |

- F : .. J- o
.“ i ’!}r’ L
; F, #
-:1:"= B S
& .

o

RANCHI | 06 October 2026 6

foen o,

I &iel e Udoll dd
onffd forerdt 21

dile] Tiftd &) deb| e 8
A1 S 8 1 36

G A I U 3=t & fed oot disil ol gF B
I HHET STl 2 1

4 fUg 3R & fed & el &1 g4

fée g ¥ fiicT @1 Ui &1 | U 311 HFT STl 2 |
UG 91 STl & b et &1 g e | fUer u9e 21 &
3R 3 Hig B Ui Eiell 8 1 fefel @1 <M fug vl
P BT T UYTd! U W1 oIl & | 79 &1 gF &3
A W H whifed 3R Fgig 31l & | g A STl & b et
Bl &M B3 ¥ Ui @1 3mRiiale fieran & 3R Sfias 3
Jwerd et 8 1

q fUg 3w & fe & fisem

d fUg 3mmaRn & o fiser & 4 afth Bl e
@1 3Meiiaic UTH Bid1 & | 31 | i & b fised aA
3 afth 1 JE@-Tfeg 3R v &t uif gt 2 |
fligeM B I8 39 1 Bl WN &9H I fb 310
310 fUeRT BT &IH ST%R & | U1 B A SIdd! Bl
eIy § gedRT firet ofie & | 1Y &1 Ui & 3mefiaie
! oft wifd B 21

A fUg 3MIaR & fd B 9% §F

4 fUg 3R & & T B &H DRl ¥ Befarit
AT S € | AT gl STl & b 5 3 fafd &
&1 il afth a1 <M Rl 8 | 39 Ul &1 3mefiaie
T 2l 2 | 1Y & cRadl A+ gedRT e S 2 |
el <, T8I M B 4 fUcR U 8id 8 3R 9 3109 991
W 3feiidie SR4M § |

oMW S 8 S o o) e =
T ER A G B E Iy e o o a3 gl e G AL A
3ot ERel U 3T o1l 34 38 BN D oy o i ot 2, e Abioier o OFTE AT O Sl DR T el |-
T8, <0, PRI I 3R R M T ey qreqe H WD LA G H i &
el Y, Ig o fo g B O 2 3BW M & | gl b fo AW N 1
QG U dAF AL R o ugan & B Y FIRaT degfd, sEuein ot
3 o i wﬁgm% SBTET & ) T F SR <R SRes]
ERIGI G B e BT & # off & a1 g 9 UgH @l fierc 8 |
TR Tel 311 3} T A EOIRT WAIell T & Fewed & 4
Shesd gfaensii 5 v 3 T < A DIE HUD & T Y& ¥ | S S 37
@ Tl g e . 5yl W 3 STl W U ORIl 3R HEIa’l ol
od 3| U8 3 ' b, D G 0 3 3T i el ‘
3ATST Bl g1 Bl \ %) femrera @1 MR 3R Ragh @ dief
I Se A 9 =t T 2 T % Tl Y fefeacll afme ot Wl BT el &
Ugel @l | TN e rertT @ I Reifer o ugd ofrii &,
&R Y F 2| IR ¥ gFRIMY @l QI fodrdl gl WG B R e e |
femerd & 7 Wil ¥ fead & U T 9 B AR 3 ¥ | R & A
- 35 {0 TR 2 T R0 I A gy gt o O v O O T §
& THOR B 2 GHRE A . NP OIS Uel W 371l &, Bt dIg | cfoT |
3G g & 31t Bl g et : o IRT & FER I FHT ®U H @l 3R :
T agd I & W Lo pEee RGN 3R QN # A S ST el & | .
( e @& = I T T T TN @ & @ &

I @l 3R
TR GIRT 31 Silg I & | ed & TR o 37N el
@I 3 Bl HAeld & Dls 3UH 2 dlell & | el
B TR H HeT N BT 3! BT Jdbed AT Sfal
gl

I ATE =] ol & 1 I 3R
SO # S sl T I BT Gell |l ofiell & | I8
S8 & BT 3BT B! & SfelY 3 741 e ot
@l ol & |

& 1Y 1 3Muc! Wl fdedl 3! afey

T e aoIR ¥ s W Held 2179 &
3R g1 TRUI HI 31CHT-37elT UTH &I & | o1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
3R 3T &9 BT dled IW@d & dl 8- T AURE :
Ui Uiel 37 &1 46 W | e Ui & feg 3 A
al =fet 37 ®f fI@! | W Johd B | I
®IR H UG BT 1 U & forg :
IR H I 30T A < 34D fol¢ 30 oflel 37
! T8 TR T W@ D & I W I D T8l 3MpT &R 1
dIoT § YR &7 I el 1 I
ot Red Aoy U & e e P i R |
T 0l 96l 3% gd H X | cleT 37 D fqel i <feqor
s {9 o | diel 3N iel 3 o foed Sfeorgd ar -
IR Ud H | ;
:

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

|

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

B TS T T B I ® @ P



TheResearchers’
NEWS BOX

Gurvinder Singh: From
torn spikes to podium

finish at Asiad 2026

New Delhi. (Agency)

A day after returning home with an Asian
Games bronze medal, India’s fastest sprinter
Gurvinder Singh on Sunday recalled the
difficult years when he trained in a torn pair
of spike shoes and expressed gratitude to
those who supported his sporting journey.

In an interaction with the media, in
Jalandhar, the 25-year-old sprinter from
Patial village near Bhogpur said his
achievement was the result of collective
efforts by his family, coaches and supporters.
Gurvinder had earlier this year clocked 10.09
seconds in the 100m at the Federation Cup in
Ranchi, becoming the first Indian athlete to
breach the 10.10-second barrier.Recalling
his early years, he said several people told
him Indians were not suited to the 100m and
claimed North Indians lacked the genes
required for sprinting. Even his father had
suggested changing his event. Gurvinder,
however, said he refused to give up.My
coaches never told me that it was not

possible, then why should I change my
event?” he said, invoking Punjab’s warrior
tradition and questioning why Indian athletes
could not excel in the event with hard
work.He also spoke about the financial
difficulties he faced during his formative
years, saying he used the same pair of spike
shoes for nearly two to three years. He
recalled showing his torn shoes during a
media interaction and saying that he trained
in them.“My financial situation was not
strong then. After an interview on social
media, I received immense support and help
from people across the world,” he said.
Gurvinder also recalled meeting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi after his national
record was mentioned on ‘Mann Ki Baat’.
He said he was nervous before the interaction
but described the meeting as an
overwhelming experience.Looking ahead,
Gurvinder said he wanted to improve at the
upcoming Asian and World Championships
and hoped to turn his bronze medal into gold.
He also recalled watching fellow sprinter
Animesh win gold at last year’s National
Games and receiving calls from senior state
government officials.

Asian Games 2026:

Samural splrlt to the fore

NAGOYA. (Agency)

A Samurai code of honour is deeply
embedded in Japanese culture. As is loyalty
and discipline.The finer tenets of
Buddhism, Confucianism and the local
Shinto were merged into one cultural ethos
that is reflected in everything the Japanese
do, from corporate to ordinary life. Nagoya
is one of the cities that has inherited the
Samurai way of life: warriors who never
give up and usually pick death over loss.

On the various grounds across the Aichi
Prefecture, 503 athletes from India fought
different battles over the last two weeks or
so. To give a little tweak to a very popular
saying, 'when in Japan, do as the Samurais
do'.After more than half of the Games were
over, after half of the athletes left, the
remaining tried to salvage India’s medal’s
tally; for a period of time, it was looking
anaecmic to say the least. The weather
changed from sunny to gloomy but it
finally ended with bright sunshine on
Saturday. India’s fortunes too fluctuated
like the fickle weather.India were staring at
one of the worst Games in recent times. The
bulk of the medal share in the last Asian
Games was lifted by the shooters and
athletes. Their performance was below
expectation and the entire Indian
contingent was under pressure. Shooters
finally won 15 medals but only three gold;
athletics, a usual source for good news
stories at the Asian level, won only one
gold (23 other medals).The business end of
the quadrennial showpiece continental
event saw some of the best performances
by Indian athletes. From four gold at the
Games' halfway mark, the tally swelled to
21. During the last five days, athletes broke
records, created history and marched on.
Just like the Samurais, they never gave up.
On the sheer merit of their performance, the
archery team that had been knocking on the
doors of immortality finally shone in
golden hues. Kumkum Mohod, 17,
emerged as one of the most unlikely
warriors with bows and arrows.

Sports
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India win men's Asian Games hockey
gold ugum But was it really special?

The Indian men's hockey team won
the Asian Games gold again.
However, the feeling of the victory
doesn't match up to the one achieved
by the women's side. A lot of
external noise, coupled with on-field
errors made India's win in Nagoya

feel a bit subdued.
—

New Delhi. (Agency)

Indian hockey achieved a sensational high
in Nagoya as both the men's and women's
teams claimed gold medals after unbeaten
campaigns.The Indian women ended a 44-
year wait for gold, winning their first Asian
Games title since 1982. The men,
meanwhile, went out and retained their
crown, once again establishing themselves
as the best team in Asia.Yet, strangely

India moved beyond him: Ex-star says ‘no point’ in
picking Mohammed Shami for 2027 ODI World Cup

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India wicket-keeper batter Dinesh
Karthik believes the ship has sailed for
Mohammed Shami, as he explained why
the selectors and team management
should not look at bringing back the senior
pacer for the ODI World Cup next year.
Shami is currently not in the scheme of
things for India as far as the World Cup is
concerned.The senior pacer last played for
India in the Champions Trophy 2025 and
has since remained out of the national
setup. Shami battled multiple injuries
before making a strong comeback in the
domestic circuit. He has been one of the
consistent performers with the ball for
Bengal, however, he has failed to earn a
recall in the Indian team.India’s departing
chief selector Ajit Agarkar decided to
move on from Shami owing to his fitness
record and backed the likes of Prasidh
Krishna, Harshit Rana and Gurnoor Brar
in India’s pace attack. However, the lack
of experience was clearly evident as the

enough, the celebrations didn't quite match
the achievement.The women's gold was
greeted with an outpouring of joy. It was a
result everyone hoped for, but one that was
far from guaranteed. The men's triumph, on
the other hand, felt almost routine. The
celebrations, at least from the outside,
seemed a little more muted.Perhaps that

was because, even before the tournament
began, Harmanpreet Singh and Co. were
expected to win gold. Anything else would
have been deemed a failure.That sentiment
was perfectly encapsulated by PR
Sreejesh's tweet after India's win over
Malaysia."Nothing special We won. We
were supposed to win. We are the Asian

Champions. And yes WE ARE GOING TO
LA! Now, time to celebrate!" said
Sreejesh.The legendary goalkeeper was, of
course, celebrating the victory. But his
words also raised an interesting question.
Did the win really not feel special at all?
Was it just another victory for a team that
was expected to dominate?We decided to
look into why India's men's hockey gold
didn't quite carry the same weight as the
women's triumph.

DECLINE OFASIAN HOCKEY

The biggest reason perhaps lies in the state
of Asian hockey itself.

The continent's hockey landscape currently
appears to be in decline, and the trend was
laid bare at the World Cup. India finished
eighth, but none of the other Asian teams
managed to break into the top 10.

Pakistan finished 11th, Japan ended 14th
and Malaysia 15th. Korea, four-time Asian
Games champions, didn't even qualify for
the tournament.For India, that meant the
biggest challenge was missing even before
the competition had properly got going.

How short is the boundary? Fast

Indian pacers struggled in the recently
concluded ODI series against West Indies.
India conceded over 400 runs in the 2nd
ODI and failed to defend a total of 351
runs in the third and final ODI against
West Indies on Sunday. The poor show
from the pacers led to calls from many
quarters for the inclusion of Shami in the

pace attack ahead of the 2027 ODI World
Cup. However, Karthik is not in favour of
the idea.“No, I feel there are other pacers.
India moved beyond him. There’s no point
in going back. So I wouldn’t be looking at
Shami, even though he’s bowled very
well,” Karthik said in a video on Cricbuzz,
speaking about Shami.In Shami’s
absence, India have backed Arshdeep
Singh, Rana and Prasidh, who have paired
up with Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed
Siraj in the pace attack in ODIs. While
Rana was out injured, Bumrah and
Arshdeep missed the ODI series against
West Indies as they were part of India’s
squad for the Asian Games 2026 in Japan.
Will ODIs witness a decline after Kohli,
Rohit?

Karthik also shared his views on whether
ODI cricket will witness a ‘decline’ after
Kohli and Rohit decide to retire from the
game. While Kohli has already stated that
the 2027 ODI World Cup will be his last
for India, Rohit is also expected to retire
after the showpiece event.

Portugal stays perfect without Ronaldo in
Nations League, Germany held by Greece

New Delhi. (Agency)

Gongalo Ramos is helping Portugal to
forget all about Cristiano Ronaldo, while
Greece took more points off Jiirgen
Klopp and Germany in the Nations
League.Ramos fired Portugal to a 2-1 win
over Norway on Sunday to keep the
Portuguese perfect in Group A4 with four
wins — enough to book their place in the
quarterfinals.Ronaldo was involved in
Portugal's opening Nations League game,
where he was replaced by Ramos ina 1-0
win over Wales, and hasn't played since.

showed no ill effects from his departure of the penalty area after taking down
with a 4-2 win in Denmark and the latest 2- Martin @degaard's free kick to set up the

shot in the 36th minute.A seemingly
inspired Jodo Cancelo responded in
similar fashion at the other end two
minutes later. Ramos got the winner
from close range in the 79th after a move

y involving Vitinha and Jodo Félix, and

Portugal survived Francisco
Conceicao's late sending off with his
second yellow card.Erling Haaland
failed to score for the second
consecutive game, and was substituted
in the 67th minute. He has 65 goals in 59

The veteran left the squad after watching 1 win over Norway.Kristoffer Ajer opened appearances.A late penalty from Rasmus
the second game from the substitutes' the scoring Sunday with a brilliant half Hejlund was enough for Denmark to beat
bench—a2-1win in Norway —and Portugal volley inside the far corner from the edge Wales 1-0 in the other group game.

Indian tennis enters a dark phase as
safety net disappears in Nagoya

New Delhi. (Agency)

Indian tennis arrived at the Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games with a proud history behind it.
It leaves Japan with something it has not
experienced in four decades: no medal.

For the first time since 1986, India failed to
win a single tennis medal at the Asian
Games. Since 1990, there had been at least
one podium finish at every edition. That run
finally ended when Sumit Nagal, India's last
remaining hope, lost 4-6, 4-6 to China's Wu
Yibing in the men's singles quarter-final. The
result is not just a bad Asian Games
campaign. It is a reflection of how far Indian
tennis has slipped.

This was once a sport in which India could
almost always count on a medal. Leander
Paes remains India's most decorated Asian
Games athlete, with eight medals, including
five golds. Mahesh Bhupathi, Sania Mirza
and Rohan Bopanna carried that tradition
forward, giving Indian fans players to
follow deep into Grand Slam tournaments
and major international events.

MESSY FROM THE START

WHERE ARE THE SUCCESSORS?

bowler's houncer goes over
wicketkeeper's head for a six

New Delhi. (Agency)

A bizarre incident in the Canada Super60
franchise league went viral on Sunday. Fast
bowler Ali Khan, playing in the semi-final of
the tournament, bowled a bouncer against
Masters' Kieron Pollard.The ball, dug a little
too short by Khan, flew over the keeper's head
and ended up landing beyond the boundary
line, for a six.Just as the fans started
celebrating the bizarre six, they came to realise
that it was not a six at all.Pollard had not made
any contact with the ball, which meant the runs
could not be credited to him or recorded as a
six. The umpires instead ruled the delivery a
wide and added four runs for the ball reaching
the boundary, giving Toronto Sixers a total of
five runs from the delivery.

HOW SHORT ARE THE BOUNDARIES?
It was a bizarre sequence, but one that also
highlighted just how short the boundaries are
in the 10-over franchise league. Khan's
bouncer was not hit by Pollard. It simply
bounced short, cleared the wicketkeeper and
had enough distance to travel all the way over
the boundary rope.A delivery that would
normally be expected to trouble the batter
ended up producing a boundary without the
batter even getting a touch on it.The unusual
five-run play came during Toronto Sixers'
semi-final against Mississauga Masters, with
Pollard's team eventually completing a 9-run
victory to book their place in the final. Toronto
posted 130 runs from their 10 overs before
restricting Masters to 121 for 7. Their bowlers
kept the chase under control for most of the
innings, with the majority conceding fewer
than 12 runs an over.Mississauga needed 18
runs from the final over, but Abdul-Raheem
Toppin conceded only eight and dismissed the
dangerous Azam Khan to close out the match.

player who gives you the same feeling that a

India's problems began before the first
match.The Asian Games squad was
embroiled in a selection controversy after
five players were left out following the
government's pruning of the proposed
contingent. Manas Dhamne, Vaishnavi
Adkar, Sahaja Yamalapalli, Vaidehee
Chaudhari and Prarthana Thombare were
among those affected. AITA disputed the
account of how the omissions happened,
while the Sports Authority of India
maintained that the players had not been part
of the final recommended list.The most
glaring consequence was India's absence
from the women's singles draw. Sahaja,
India's top-ranked women's singles player,
along with fellow contenders Vaishnavi and
Vaidehee, were all left out.

Bopanna questioned the process and argued
that players who had earned their rankings
through international competition deserved
their opportunity.It was hardly the ideal
preparation for a campaign in which India
needed every available weapon.

The deeper problem is that Indian tennis has
not found replacements for its golden
generation.Bopanna's retirement has left a
particularly large hole. He was still winning
Grand Slam titles into his 40s, reached world

No.1 in doubles and remained India's great
insurance policy at major tournaments. He
won the men's doubles gold medal at the
2018 Asian Games and was part of the
mixed doubles gold-medal-winning team at
Hangzhou 2022 Now, there is no Indian

Grand Slam or major title is within reach.
There are good professionals. Yuki
Bhambri and N Sriram Balaji have
experience, while younger players such as
Dhakshineswar Suresh have shown flashes
of promise. But flashes are not enough.
At Nagoya, both Indian men's doubles
combinations fell in the quarter-finals.
1 Balaji and Anirudh Chandrasekar lost a
, deciding match tie-break, while Bhambri
and Dhakshineswar also went out at the
last-eight stage. The mixed and women's
doubles combinations could not rescue the
campaign either.
SUMITNAGAL'S FALL
Sumit Nagal was perhaps the clearest
symbol of both hope and disappointment.
In 2024, Nagal appeared to be breaking
through. He entered the world's top 100 after
winning the Chennai Challenger and
climbed to a career-high No. 68 in July. He
also became the first Indian to win an ATP
Masters 1000 match on clay and looked
_capable of pushing towards the top 50

. =%
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Radhike
Madan 4-

On Kiara Advani's Vibrator Scene
Uproar In Lust Stories: 'Credit To
Karan Johar...' | Exclusive a7

dehikka Madan is riding high on the appreciation she has been receving 4 ¥3 7

L
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i N

for her film co-starring Ali Fazal in Lust Stories 3. With the short, Shakun

atra returns to the territory he explored in Gehraiyaan. Here, he

approaches desire through marital breakdown, where sex becomes a language
for everything an estranged couple can’t express to each other.

From 2018 when the first instalment of the franchise released to now, Radhikka
believes that a lot has changed for the better. Kiara Advani’s self-pleasure scene
in Karan Johar’s short made a statement on female sexuality but was heavily
criticised. Kiara had acknowledged the backlash, saying it would take time for
people to become more open to such depictions.

Karan had also admitted that the scene made his mother, Hiroo Johar,
uncomfortable. Speaking exclusively to News18, Radhikka opines that a scene
like that would be subjected to less policing today. “Credit to them for not
backing down! Credit to Karan for telling that story, believing in the idea,
voicing it out and stressing on how important it is! He owned it and celebrated
it," she remarks.Inteerstingly, most shorts across various instalments of Lust
Stories focus on female agency and their sexual desires. Radhikka agrees that
such films are much lesser in the cluttered space of hypermasculine cinema and
says, “Compare karoge toh kam hai, but hai. There maybe very few voices
telling such stories but
they’re all very prominent
voices."

Emphasising on how
audiences too have
become less prudish over
the years, she states,
“When the first season of
Lust Stories came, people
were like, ‘Haw! That’s
too bold.” But the makers
didn’t give up. They didn’t
include intimate scenes in
their stories just to titillate the audience. The franchise brought to the fore such
important voices, who continued sharing their thoughts on sex and desire."

“Four top filmmakers of the country came together to make Lust Stories 3 with so
much sensitivity. Stories about lust shouldn’t give rise to ‘hai tauba’. And this
time, there’s not much ‘hai tauba’. Lust as a topic of conversation has become
normalised, which is a big win. We’ve to keep at it. Films on hypermasculinity
will be made and so will stories on women’s agency," Radhikka adds. _

She further points out that her own understanding of lust has also changed over
the years. “We get conditioned a certain way. We were told that feeling lust
means you aren’t pure and that lust is dirty and crass. One would be name-
called and tagged ‘lusty’ if they would even think of sex. But it’s the most basic =
emotion every human being goes through," she says.

The Pataakha and Angrezi Medium actor continues, “It’s as natural as happiness,
excitement, hunger and grief. It’s an equally beautiful part of yourself. Why be
ashamed of it? Why look at it as taboo? It took me time to unlearn all of that and
when I did, I really accepted myself wholly and that gave me a different sense
of comfort and confidence in my own skin."

) ¥

Shruti Haasan

Reveals She Almost Got Married Once:
'I'm Very Traditional In Some Things'

S hruti Haasan has revealed that she once came  biological way."

very close to getting married. In a chat with Meanwhile, on the work front, Shruti Haasan was

Soha Ali Khan on her podcast, Shruti said she  last seen in Coolie in 2025 and will next star in
values companionship and has a traditional Train with Vijay Sethupathi and Aakasamlo Oka
mindset about many things. Yet, she doesn’t Tara with Dulquer Salmaan. She also lent her
understand the need for people to spend lavishly ~ voice to a song in SS Rajamouli’s upcoming film,
on weddings. She also doesn’t Varanasi, starring Mahesh Babu, Priyanka
understand why paperwork is needed
to formalise a union.

Shruti said, “I really like
companionship. But I have lived my
whole life in a way of not fitting in a
box. Weirdly, I am very traditional in
some things and quite conservative in
my approach to certain other things,
but that’s only because no one forced
me to come to that conclusion. I just
feel that the paperwork with
marriage, the lavish spending,
showing, I feel like, “Who are we
doing this for?*” o

She shared, “I enjoy that my partner and I pick each Choprg and Prithviraj Sukumaran.
other every day, but not because of the paperwork. Varanasi follows the adventures of Rudhra as the &

That’s my fear; otherwise, not really. I came close Cit}_’ of Varanasi ir} India faces' the impending
to marriage, and it didn’t really scare me that arrival of an asteroid. The narrative spans across &
much when push came to shove. No shaming the ~ several timelines and continents. Rajamouli 3
big spenders, but that always bothers me. Give it ~ reportedly conceived the film as a globetrotting
to charity!.... I am open to adopting. I would @adventure rooted in Indian cultural themes, §

really love to just be a mum, but I would also like ~ drawing inspiration from the structure and
to try it as an extension of myself in some emotionaltoneof classic adventure cinema.

'Humesha Sher Ki Chaal Chalna': Kabir

Khan Lauds Kartik Aaryan As He Wins
National Award For Chandu Champion

& "

S T T O

ollywood actor Kartik Aaryan marked a

major milestone in his career as he

received the National Award for Best
Actor on September 22 for his performance as
Paralympic champion Murlikant Petkar in
Chandu Champion.

Kabir Khan celebrated Kartik’s National Award
win on social media. Sharing a picture with the
actor, Kabir wrote: “Humesha Sher ki chaal
Chalna mere champion... with that
unmistakable laugh of yours...”

Kartik, meanwhile, dedicated the honour to the
people who supported him throughout his
journey, including his parents, friends and
team.

Following the honour, Kartik took to social
media to share a heartfelt note.

He wrote, “Looking back affectionately with a
smile at that mumma’s boy from Gwalior who
dared to dream of becoming an actor from an
environment, Finally, I witnessed and lived the
moment... still numb with excitement and
nervousness... A dream of a small town boy...
the dream of every actor in the country...The
National Award for Best Actor ‘Chandu Nabhi,
Champion hai Main’.

“I will always be grateful and indebted to Kabir
sir and Sajid sir for trusting me with the
responsibility of playing India’s first
Paralympic Gold Champion- Murlikant Petkar
sir on the big screen. The journey was
extremely painful, but the result is as sweet as
rasmalai! I feel humbled and emotional at the
same time," he added.

He further added, “The only constant
companions in this long journey have been my
belief in myself, my backbone — my parents’
blessings, their unconditional love and support,
my friends’ encouragement at every juncture
when 1 was losing hope, and my team, who
works tirelessly to make my work life smooth.
Thank you to everyone who has been part of
this impossible journey. I would love to share
my biggest honour with every Paralympian in
the country and with everyone who dares to
dream the impossible and never gives up!"He
added, “Thanks to the respected Jury, 1&B
Ministry and the honourable president
(@presidentofindia for the moment.

'Lost Lot Of Blood During Delivery,

Took Long Time To Recover': Richa
Chadha On Acting Hiatus

icha Chadha and Ali Fazal welcomed their
first child, a daughter, in July 2024 and
amed her Zuneyra Ida Fazal. Her last
release before she gave birth was Sanjay Leela
Bhansali’s Heeramandi: The Diamond Bazaar.
Thereafter, she released her first production
venture with Ali, Girls Will Girls, but decided to
take a short break from acting and focus on
healing herself.

Speaking exclusively to News18, she opens up on
the impact her delivery and the producer’s hat
had on her physically, which nudged her to stay
away from camera on a film set. “I wanted to be
seen less. I wanted to have my nesting period.
Six-eight months after my delivery, I was
working very hard to get Girls Will Be Girls
out," the Masaan and Fukrey actor recalls.

She adds, “T was juggling between striking a deal
with the platforms, the release, getting
everything ready and the deliveries. It was a lot.
And it really took a toll on my body. I had to rest.
I had to take vitamins." Talking about her
difficult delivery, Richa tells us, “I couldn’t
work because I had a natural delivery and I had
lost a lot of blood. It took me a long time to
recover, health-wise. My brain was
foggy."However, she’s now all set to resume her
acting gigs in a full-fledged fashion. “Uss time
pe, main kya hi bahar jaake kaam karti? Despite
that, I finished a show with an OTT platform. I
also did the research for Musafiri, which took a
long time. Speed thodi kam ho jaati hai when
you’re handling so many things. I’m starting a
film tomorrow. So, hopefully, you’ll see much
more of me," she shares.

For the unversed, Musafiri is a series created,
written, produced and hosted by her and it marks
her debut in the non-fiction space. For Richa, it’s
a love letter to Mumbai and an extension of her
postpartum journey. Motherhood, in her words,
have ‘expanded’ her ‘peripheral vision’. It also
arrived with an epiphany, that nudged her to
think of the world she would leave behind for
Zuneyra.
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1 dead as Russian
drones hit desi phar-
ma plant in Ukraine

New Delhi, Agency:
Six Russian drones struck
an Indian pharma plant in
Ukraine's Sumy Sunday in
what  Kusum  Group
cofounder Sanjeev Gupta
described as a "targeted
attack", killing an engineer
and injuring some others.
The main structure of the
facility was largely
destroyed. Speaking to
Media, Gupta said the
attack was not an isolated
incident and claimed that
pharmaceutical and food
facilities in Ukraine had
also come under attack
over the past month. "Six
drones hit the factory. So, it
is a targeted attack. It's not
by chance. Actually, for the
last one month, they are
attacking all pharma and
food items also," Gupta
said. The plant was opera-
tional when the strikes took
place, Gupta said. The
engineering department
was hit and one engineer
was killed, while other
workers were evacuated.

Gupta said the extent of
damage could keep the
plant out of operation for at
least one to two years.

"We are not able to
evaluate the losses right
now. We will come to
know more tomorrow. But
as per my understanding,
we will not run this plant in
the near future," he added.

In a statement issued
later Sunday, Kusum
Healthcare Pvt Ltd said
total damage from the
attack was projected to
breach the $50 million
mark. The company said its
India business and man-
agement were reviewing
the situation as the extent
of the destruction emerged.
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300 students take on Al, deepfake fraud
challenges at BI'T Mesra hackathon

Ranchi, Agency: More
than 300 students from
Birla Institute of
Technology (BIT) Mesra
took part in in a 24-hour
hackathon focused on some
of the most pressing chal-
lenges emerging from the
rapid adoption of artificial
intelligence, including high-
precision generative Al sys-

been shortlisted for the final

S

e )

oping solutions for high-

Highlighting the broader
objective of the initiative,
Mayank, founder, CEO and
MD of Adrosonic, said the
idea was to bring practical
industry knowledge, real-
world use cases and access
to technology leaders into
the academic ecosystem so
that students can work on
problems that mirror actual

ly demonstrate theoretical
understanding.

"The gap is not in
knowledge. It is in applying
that knowledge to real-life
scenarios, which are more
uncertain and complex,"
said Dr Manish Kumar
Pandey, head of the Digital
Innovation Lab and
Department of Quantitative

tems, deepfake-driven
insurance fraud and agentic
Al applications.The event,
Adrosonic Build, organised
by technology company
Adrosonic, has attracted
106 teams comprising
around three students each.
Twenty-one teams have

results on October 4.

Unlike
coding competitions,
hackathon is centred on
real-world industry prob-
lems. Participants are devel-

conventional identities

the

ered detection of synthetic
and deepfake-
based insurance claims, and
agentic Statement of Values
(SOV) intelligence systems
for the insurance sector.

round, which began on precision Retrieval- business and societal chal-
October 3 and will conclude Augmented Generation lenges.
with the announcement of (RAG) systems, Al-pow- Faculty members say

Government set to halt sugarcane juice, B-
heavy molasses diversion for ethanol

New Delhi, Agency:
Government is set to disallow diver-
sion of sugarcane juice, syrup and
B-heavy molasses for ethanol pro-
duction in the 2026-27 ethanol sup-
ply year (ESY) starting November,
amid an around 11% shortfall in
sugar production from initial esti-
mates for the 2025-26 sugar season
and indications of a further decline
in output due to drought in major
sugarcane-growing  states  of
Mabharashtra and Karnataka.

Media has learnt that govern-
ment will notify the decision soon,
ahead of the start of the new ESY.
While ethanol supply year runs from
Nov 1 to Oct 31, sugar season in
India runs from Oct 1 to Sep 30.
Government specifies the quantity
of sugarcane juice, syrup and B-

No whataboutery can justify voter disenfranchise-

heavy molasses that can be diverted
for ethanol production to meet the
mandatory blending target for the
green fuel in petrol.

The move comes at a time when
domestic sugar supplies remain
tight. Mills diverted about 30 lakh
tonnes of sugar, or around 10% of
total output, for ethanol production
during the sugar season that ended
on September 30. The new sugar
season began on October 1 with
opening stocks of around 37.5 lakh

ment, says SC judge; oppn says CEC 'exposed’

New Delhi, Agency: Supreme
Court Justice Ujjal Bhuyan on
Sunday said any process that "dis-
enfranchises millions of Indian
citizens" is "intrinsically arbi-
trary" and a negation of the con-
stitutional order. The remarks
were then cited by opposition
leaders to target Chief Election

adopted under the Constitution of
India," Bar and Bench quoted
Justice Bhuyan as saying.

Ahead of a Supreme
Court hearing Monday
on the SIR controversy
and a plea seeking sus-
pension of the CEC for
his
sions",
Justice Rohinton Fali

tonnes, compared with nearly 50
lakh tonnes a year ago.

Industry sources said there was
no scope for allowing further diver-
sion of sugarcane juice, syrup and
B-heavy molasses for ethanol, as
ensuring adequate domestic sugar
supplies remains a priority for both
govt and mills. With the possibility

of a fall in output in the current sea-
son, particularly in Maharashtra and
Karnataka, government would pri-
oritise sugar availability over addi-
tional diversion for ethanol.
Disallowing the use of sugarcane
juice, syrup and B-heavy molasses
for ethanol in 2026-27 would enable
mills to produce more sugar from
the available cane, helping augment
domestic supplies and meeting con-
sumption requirements.

such platforms are becom-
ing increasingly important
as employers seek gradu-
ates who can apply techni-
cal knowledge to complex
situations rather than mere-

Economics and Data
Science at BIT Mesra.

The hackathon is part of
a wider industry-academia
partnership between
Adrosonic and BIT Mesra
that has been underway
since 2022. The collabora-
tion led to the establishment

of the D1g1tal Innovation
Lab (DIL) in 2024, with an
investment of around Rs 5
crore. The facility provides
students access to infra-
structure and technologies
spanning artificial intelli-
gence, machine learning,
large language models and
data science. Over the past
two years, the partnership
has expanded through fel-
lowship programmes,
industry-led initiatives and
mentorship opportunities,
allowing students to engage
with professionals and gain
exposure to practical tech-
nology applications beyond
the classroom.

New Dclhi, Agency:
Congress on Sunday
claimed SC judge Justice
Ujjal Bhuyan's remarks
on the right to vote con-
clusively proved that
CEC Gyanesh Kumar had
violated Constitution.

"Justice Ujjal Bhuyan,

Justice Bhuyan's remarks prove CEC
violated Constitution: Congress

a sitting judge of

Supreme Court, has been

an outspoken champion of
environmental  protection.
Now the courageous jurist
has forcefully expressed his
view that the right to vote is
very much part of the basic
structure of Constitution.
This conclusively proves that
CEC - a constitutional func-
tionary himself - has violated

Constitution itself both in let-
ter and spirit,"
eral secretary Jairam Ramesh
said on X.

Bhuyan has said much more
and has exposed CEC lock,
stock and barrel. Gyanesh
Kumar has simply lost all
moral right to continue in
office."

Congress gen-

He added, "Justice

Democracy in peril as voters illegally ousted: Former

SC judge Justice Rohinton Fali Nariman

New Delhi, Agency:

"unilateral deci-
former SC judge

first reported

cases decided so far.
"Now,

on
September 20 that appel-
late tribunals had upheld
deletion of only 8,649
voters out of the 1.2 lakh

the unfortu-
nate part is that all this
came before the court

in the Bengal elections,
90 lakh voters were dis-
enfranchised. That is an
astounding figure.
Ninety lakh voters get-
ting disenfranchised did
not somehow move
Supreme Court enough
to stay this," Justice

Nariman said.

Out of those who
were disenfranchised,
around 22 lakh filed
appeals, the former SC
judge said, adding, "The
others must be people

He said the Constitution does
not create two classes of citizens
based on voting rights and added
that wholesale disenfranchise-
ment would violate Articles 326
and 14. "No authority can do it; no
court can condone it. No one is

Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.
"If any process results in dis-
enfranchising millions and mil-
lions of Indian citizens making
them second class citizens in their
own country in the sense of being
citizens without voting rights,

Nariman Sunday flagged
"malfunctioning" of the
poll panel and said a cit-
izen's right to vote,
which is at the heart of
democracy, was in great
peril because of "illegal

very recently. Two
judges differed, and the
ultimate thing is now it
has gone before a bench,
probably of five judges,
in order to find out
whether this is good law

Singeetham Srinivasa
Rao: Seven decades
many worlds of cinema

hands. He

SC

Centre's
expressed hope
would rise to the occa-
sion and rectify the mis-
takes prevailing in the
system.

such a process is intrinsically arbi- above the Constitution," he said.  knocking out" of people He said around 93%  or not... But meanwhile, who don't have the
trary. No amount of whataboutery ~ On deletion of names from elec-  from voters' lists. of adjudicated cases of  these appointments con- wherewithal or access to
can justify it. It strikes at the very toral rolls, Bhuyan said, "Except Justice Nariman also deleted voters in West tinue only in the hands of ~ justice." Justice

Bengal had been decided
in their favour which
meant they were illegal-
ly removed. Media had

heart of the Constitution and I
would go to the extent of saying
that it is a negation of the consti-
tutional order which we have

in the case of a dead voter, the highlighted the problem
name of a voter once enlisted in in the appointment
the electoral roll cannot be deleted  process of election com-
without notice and hearing. missioners, which is in

govt of the day. Now, we
saw the danger of this
happening very recently.
All of you have seen that

Nariman pointed out
that of 1 lakh appeals,
almost all were decided
in favour of the voters.

Bengaluru,
Singeetham Srinivasa Rao,

Agency:

who died in Chennai on
Saturday aged 95, had a
career that spanned more

than seven decades of
Indian cinema. He entered
films in 1954 as an appren-
tice to legendary Telugu
filmmaker KV Reddy,
assisting him on Donga
Ramudu and Mayabazar.
From those early days
on the sets of a Telugu clas-
sic, Rao went on to become
one of Indian cinema's most
inventive filmmakers, leav-
ing a particularly rich mark
on Kannada cinema while
also making acclaimed
films in Tamil, Telugu and
other  languages.  His
Kannada journey began

Kashmiri teacher fights period stlgma, one village at a time

Baramulla, Agency: While
most schools are quiet on Sundays,
Aasima Jan heads into north
Kashmir's remote tribal villages to
talk to girls and families about a
subject many still avoid: menstrua-
tion. For years, the 42-year-old
govt school teacher has conducted
awareness sessions on menstrual
health, hygiene and stigma, while

also persuading families to re-
enrol children who have dropped
out of school. Her efforts earned

her J&K's "Best Teacher Award" in
2023.

Recruited in 2003, Aasima
spent seven years teaching at a
govt school in Bandipora. In 2009,
she noticed many girls missing
classes for up to a week during
their periods. Some said their par-
ents barred them from attending
school while menstruating.

Bengal to bring law against land and love jihad
implement UCC in 6 monthS° CM Suvendu

SC issues notice to Centre over
Central Vista library plan
seeks reply in 3 weeks

. N Delhi, A 1 . .
before he became a director. Westefviv en g:fl cll’n efgrfllllncl}sl_ E;i?;:s(t)grsl es tevr'rrlrphless ga(l)r:/d New Delhi, Agency: The remained unopened since 2011.
Rao was the executive | .. g vendu Adhikari on ernment will not allow Supreme Court has 1ssued Tlle court sought. clarity on
director of  Samskara Sunday said his govern- any anti-national activity notice to the Centre seeking a the size of the existing collec-
(1970), Pattabhirama | . " oild  introduce here," he said, urging peo- detailed response within three tion and the space proposed to
Reddy's landmark adapta- stringent laws against ple to remain united and eeks on the proposed library be allotted for the books in the

tion of UR Ananthamurthy's
novel. The film, which won
the National Film Award for
Best Feature Film, became
a defining work of Kannada
parallel cinema.

It was an early indica-

what he termed "love
jihad" and "land jihad"
within six months and
implement a Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) in the

vigilant against what he
called "divisive forces".
"You can rest assured that
the government will func-

tion in accordance with
the Constitution. But it

state.Speaking at an event
marking the birth cente-

against love and land
jihad," news agency quot-

lation seeks to bring uni-
formity in civil laws relat-

will not allow any attack

arrangements under the Central
Vista project, particularly the
space earmarked for the exist-
ing collection of books.

The court also appointed
senior advocate Hari Priya
Padmanabhan to assist it in

new library facility. It also
questioned additional solicitor
general
appearing for the Centre, on
whether the proposed infra-
structure would leave adequate
space for the library and its

Aishwarya Bhati,

tion of the range of a film- nary of former VHP presi- ed him as saying. The ing to marriage, divorce, on Indian culture, ~cXamining the matter. books. The court spec1flcally
maker who would later | qent  Ashok Singhal, state government has inheritance and adoption Sanatani traditions, tem- During the hearing, the seught clarity on whether facil-
move comfortably between | Adhikari  said = West already set up a high-level ~across communities. ples and monasteries, and Supreme Court e)gpr.esse(l con- fities such as conference rooms
art-house cinema and popu- Bengal would follow committee headed by for- Adhikari said his gov- our heritage that spiritual €™ OVer the existing library and  other  infrastructure

lar entertainment. His direc-

Uttarakhand and Gujarat

mer Supreme Court judge

ernment would function

icons Vivekananda and

collection, noting that around

planned under the Central Vista

torial debut in Kannada | jp implementing the UCC. Justice Ranjana Prakash within the Constitution Mahaprabhu Sri  two lakh books have been lying  project would affect the space
came with Rajkumar in | “Gjye us six months, will Desai to examine a draft but would not tolerate Chaitanya have Packed in cartons in RK available for the library collec-
Haalu Jenu in 1982. also bring stringent laws UCC. The proposed legis- attacks on Indian culture, propounded.” Puram, Delhi, and have tion.
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India’s Rapidly Growing Cities: When Development
Meets the Limits of Infrastructure

India’s cities are changing at a
remarkable pace. New residential
colonies are appearing on what were
once agricultural fields, highways are
extending farther into the outskirts,
commercial centres are spreading
beyond traditional markets and mil-
lions of people are moving toward
urban areas in search of education,
employment and better opportunities.
The transformation is visible not only
in major metropolitan centres but also
in smaller cities that are rapidly
acquiring the characteristics of large
urban settlements.

Urban growth is often associated
with economic progress. Cities bring
together businesses, workers, educa-
tional institutions, hospitals, transport
networks and markets. They generate
employment and create opportunities
that may not be available in rural
areas. Yet rapid growth also creates a
difficult question: can infrastructure
keep pace with the speed at which
cities are expanding?

In many Indian cities, the answer
remains uncertain.

The most visible pressure is on
roads. Population growth and rising

Vehlcle ownershlp have 1ncreased traf-
fic on roads that were designed for
much smaller populations. Residential
areas that were once relatively quiet
can become congested within a few
years. Parking has emerged as another
major challenge. Commercial streets,
markets and office districts frequently
have vehicles occupying road edges,
reducing already limited space for
moving traffic and pedestrians.

But congestion is only one part of

the infrastructure challenge. Water
supply, drainage, waste management,
electricity, housing and public trans-
port are equally important. When
urban expansion takes place faster
than planning, newly developed areas
can remain poorly connected to essen-
tial services.

Drainage becomes particularly
important during heavy rainfall. Roads
and open spaces that previously
allowed rainwater to soak into the

ground are increasingly replaced by
concrete surfaces. Water therefore has
fewer places to go. Even short periods
of intense rain can result in waterlog-
ging when drainage systems are inade-
quate or blocked.

The expansion of cities also
changes the relationship between
urban areas and their surrounding
environment. Lakes, wetlands, agri-
cultural land and open spaces can
come under pressure from construc-
tion. These areas are not merely empty
land waiting for development. They
perform important ecological func-
tions, including absorbing rainwater,
reducing heat and supporting biodiver-
sity.

Housing presents another chal-
lenge. A growing city requires not only
more houses but also affordable and
well-connected housing. When afford-
able housing is located far from
employment centres, residents may
spend hours travelling each day. The
cost of housing is therefore connected
to the cost of transport and the amount
of time people spend commuting.

This has created a growing need for
integrated urban planning. Roads can-

not be planned separately from hous-
ing. Housing cannot be separated from
public transport. Drainage cannot be
considered independently of land use.
Similarly, parks and water bodies
should be treated as part of urban
infrastructure rather than as optional
additions.

Technology can help cities manage
some of these challenges. Intelligent
traffic systems, digital public services,
online building approvals, smart water
meters and better collection of munic-
ipal data can improve efficiency. But
technology alone cannot compensate
for weak planning. A smart city still
needs functioning roads, reliable water
supply, effective waste collection and
accessible public spaces.

India's urban future will depend
increasingly on how cities manage
growth. The objective should not sim-
ply be to accommodate more buildings
and vehicles. A successful city must
provide opportunities while protecting
the basic quality of life of its residents.

The future of urban India will
therefore be determined not only by
how rapidly cities grow, but by how
thoughtfully that growth is managed.

The New Indian City: How Urban - The Battle for Water: Why Urban
|te 13 ﬂhafglnﬂ F“FWV We }'I"e India Faces a Grow1ng Challenge

The Indian city of today looks
very different from the city of a gen-
eration ago. The changes are visible

in homes, workplaces, shopping
habits, food choices, entertainment
and even in the way people maintain
relationships.

One of the most significant
changes has been the growth of
apartment-based living. In many
expanding cities, large residential
societies have replaced independent
houses and traditional neighbour-
hoods. High-rise buildings allow
thousands of people to live within
relatively small areas, but they also
create a different social environ-
ment.

The traditional neighbourhood
often developed around familiar
relationships. People knew nearby
shopkeepers, neighbours and
extended family members. In mod-
ern apartment complexes, residents
may live next to one another for
years without developing the same
depth of personal interaction.

At the same time, cities have
become more connected digitally. A
person can order food, purchase
groceries, pay bills, book trans-
portation, consult a professional or
work remotely through a smart-
phone. The convenience is signifi-
cant, but it has also changed the
rhythm of daily life.

The local market has not disap-
peared, but it now exists alongside
online commerce. Small retailers
increasingly compete with delivery
platforms and large shopping cen-
tres. Consumers can compare prices
instantly and receive products at
home, sometimes within hours.

Food habits are also changing.
Traditional meals remain important,
but urban consumers have access to
an unprecedented variety of
cuisines. Cafes, restaurants, food-
delivery services and packaged
foods have become part of everyday
city life. At the same time, concerns
about health have encouraged inter-
est in traditional grains, home cook-
ing and healthier food choices.

Work culture has changed as
well. Offices are increasingly influ-
enced by digital technology, flexible
working arrangements and new
expectations among younger work-
ers. In some sectors, employees can
work from home or from shared
workspaces. This has reduced the
importance of physical distance for
certain types of employment while
increasing demand for reliable inter-
net connectivity.

Yet urban convenience comes
with costs.

Long working hours, traffic con-
gestion, high housing expenses and
limited personal space can create
considerable pressure. A person
may have access to better services
but spend hours travelling every
day. A family may live in a modern
apartment but have little access to
open land or nearby public spaces.

The changing city has also
altered family relationships. Young
people often move from smaller
towns to metropolitan areas for edu-
cation and employment. Parents and
children may therefore live in differ-
ent cities or even different countries.
Technology helps maintain contact
through video calls and messaging,
but physical distance remains an
important part of modern family
life.

Women'’s participation in educa-
tion and employment has also influ-
enced urban households. Dual-
income families are increasingly
common in many parts of urban
India, creating new demands for
childcare, household services and
flexible working arrangements.

The city is therefore not simply a
collection of buildings and roads. It
is a changing social environment
that shapes how people spend time,
earn money, raise children and inter-
act with one another.

The challenge for urban India is
to preserve the advantages of mod-
ernisation without losing the sense
of community and human connec-
tion that makes a city more than an
economic machine.
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For many Indian cities, water is
becoming one of the most important
urban questions of the coming years.

Population growth, expanding con-
struction, changing consumption pat-
terns and increasing demand from com-
mercial and industrial activities are put-
ting pressure on urban water systems. In
several cities, groundwater has become
an important source of supply, particu-
larly where municipal systems cannot
meet demand.

The problem is that groundwater is
not an unlimited resource.

When cities expand, natural surfaces
are increasingly covered by concrete,
asphalt and buildings. Rainwater that
once entered the soil has fewer opportu-
nities to recharge underground aquifers.
At the same time, groundwater extrac-
tion can continue throughout the year.

This creates an imbalance: water is
being removed from underground
reserves faster than natural processes
can replace it.

Urban lakes and ponds play an
important role in this cycle. They can
store rainwater, support groundwater
recharge and provide ecological bene-

fits. Yet many traditional water bodies
have been reduced, polluted or surround-
ed by construction.

Rainwater harvesting offers one part
of the solution. Instead of allowing rain-
water to flow rapidly into drains, sys-
tems can capture and direct it toward
storage or groundwater recharge.
Individual households, schools, offices
and housing societies can all contribute.

However, water conservation cannot

depend entlrely on individual action.
Urban planning must also consider water
availability before allowing large-scale
development.

Another important issue is the effi-
ciency of distribution systems. Water
can be lost through leaking pipelines,
illegal connections or poorly maintained
infrastructure. Reducing such losses can
sometimes provide significant benefits
without requiring new water sources.

Green Cities, Healthier Citizens: Why Urban
Indla Needs More Trees and Open Spaces

another important function.
Lakes and wetlands can help
manage stormwater and pro-
vide habitats for birds and
other species. When they dis-
appear, cities lose both eco-
logical and practical assets.

However, creating a
greener city is not simply
about planting trees. The sur-
vival of trees matters more
than the number planted.
Species selection, soil condi-
tions, water availability and
long-term maintenance all
influence whether urban plan-
tations succeed.

The image of a modern
city is often associated with

concrete towers, highways,
shopping centres and expand-
ing construction. But beneath
this image lies another essen-
tial requirement: nature.

Trees, parks, lakes, wet-
lands and open spaces are not
merely decorative elements
of a city. They contribute to
environmental quality and
influence how people experi-
ence urban life.

As construction expands,
green spaces can come under
pressure. Land becomes
increasingly valuable, and
open areas may be viewed
primarily in terms of their
potential for development.

Yet the loss of vegetation can
create consequences that are
difficult to reverse.

One of the most important
is the urban heat effect.
Concrete and asphalt absorb
and retain heat, while trees
provide shade and release
moisture through natural
processes. Areas with more
vegetation can therefore be
more comfortable than heavi-
ly built-up neighbourhoods.

Trees also contribute to
air-quality management by
trapping some airborne parti-
cles and absorbing certain
pollutants. They cannot solve
urban air pollution on their
own, but a healthy urban tree
cover can be an important
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part of a broader environmen-
tal strategy.

Open spaces also have a
direct relationship with public
health. Parks provide places
for walking, exercise and
recreation. For children,
accessible outdoor spaces
offer opportunities for physi-
cal activity and play.

The social value of parks
should not be overlooked
either. A neighbourhood park
can become a meeting place
for elderly residents, families
and children. Such spaces
create opportunities for inter-
action that are increasingly
difficult to find in densely
built urban environments.

Water bodies perform

Urban planning therefore
needs to treat greenery as
infrastructure.

Road design can incorpo-
rate trees without compromis-
ing pedestrian movement.
Housing projects can pre-
serve existing vegetation.
Public buildings can include
green spaces. Vacant or
degraded areas can some-
times be converted into com-
munity parks or ecological
zones.

Residents also have a role.
Community groups can par-
ticipate in maintaining neigh-
bourhood parks, protecting
trees and encouraging respon-
sible waste disposal.



