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paris iffel Tower says chief | [FANIANS face soaring prices for medicine as the
US blockade and sanctions hit hard

to step down after uproar
over removing women staff

PARIS, France.(Agency)

The operating company that runs the Eiffel Tower
said Tuesday its chief would step down at the end of
this year in the wake of a controversy over the
removal of women staff during a visit by a Hindu
religious group.Patrick Branco Ruivo, who has been
director general of the Paris landmark since 2018,
would leave his job at the end of the year after an
internal probe revealed that "operational flaws and
shortcomings" in organising the visit led to the
"unacceptable" removal of women staff, the
company SETE said in a statement.The removal of
women staff during a visit by the Bochasanwasi
Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha
(BAPS) spiritual movement on September 5
prompted a staff walkout and the closure of the
monument for a day, as well as an outcry across
political spectrum in France which prizes
secularism and gender equality.At the time, SETE
acknowledged the Hindu delegation had requested
the visit be organised so as to limit "interactions with
women" and said that "these conditions should not
have been accepted"."The coming months will
allow us to prepare for the leadership transition
under the best possible conditions," said Ariel Weil,
SETE's board chairman.

'Female employees sidelined’

He said he was demanding the creation of a
"dedicated protocol department" and the
implementation of a new set of measures and
training programs to promote gender equality.

The Eiffel Tower, which is owned by the city of
Paris, says it receives nearly seven million people a
year.The Socialist mayor of Paris, Emmanuel
Gregoire, had lambasted the move to remove
women staff as an "absurd, unjust and unacceptable
decision" and ordered two separate probes.

"She Said It Was
Consensual': US District
Attorney's Shocker In
Cornell Case

TRENTON .(Agency)

A US district attorney has released new disturbing
details about a Cornell University student's alleged
fraternity gang rape, explaining why he reopened the
investigation after accuser "Jane Doe" filed a civil
lawsuit against the seven Chi Phi fraternity brothers
and the school. Tompkins County District Attorney
Matthew Van Houten also detailed the accuser's
statement submitted to campus police in November
2024, about a week after she claimed seven men
drugged and raped her during an hours-long assault
at their Ithaca house.In the copy of the statement
accessed by NDTV, Houten said that Doe's 2024
testimony to police presented a different version of
events from the details in the new civil complaint she
filed against the seven accused and the university,
while insisting that "it can take years of therapy and
healing for victims of sexual assaults to fully process
and understand what happened to them."

He also blamed his extraordnary move of putting
Doe's 2024 testimony in the public domain on
people flooding his office with phone calls and
emails seeking answers."While I generally refrain
from commenting publicly on criminal
investigations, the community outrage stemming
from the incomplete news and social media
coverage requires that I provide an answer to why
the investigation resulted in a lack of criminal
charges," he said.

What Jane Doe's 2024 Statement Said

According to Houten, Doe's sworn six-page
statement in November of 2024 did not allege that
she was drugged against her will or gang-raped. "On
the contrary, Jane Doe's statement described her
participation in drug use and sexual conduct as
voluntary, conscious, and consensual,' he claimed.
In her statement to the cops, Doe, who was 20 years
old at the time, had said that on the evening of
October 19, 2024, she walked to the Chi Phi
Fraternity to meet one of the accused, who was her
friend.

Two Indian nationals charged
with selling fake Ozempic in US

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

Supplies are also strained
because medicines are
smuggled to neighboring
Afghanistan, Pakistan and
Iraq, where prices are
higher, state media

reported.

months into the country's war with the
United States and Israel. Prices for food
and other goods have skyrocketed even as
unemployment has risen and the currency,
which hit a record low this week, has lost
half its value.The war has become an ,
economic endurance test. [ran has tried to
push world energy prices higher with
attacks on the region's oil shipping routes;
the United States, in turn, has aimed to
wreck Iran's economy by blockading its
ports since June and slapping it with
increasingly tough sanctions.Iran's
pharmaceutical industry is vulnerable

TEHRAN.(Agency)

because of its reliance on imports. So far
there has been little sign of major
shortages of medicines at Iran's hospitals,

Medication prices are soaring in Iran and
some treatments have become hard to
find, leaving patients and their families
scrambling as a U.S. blockade and
squeeze the
country's pharmaceuticals industry.Some
medicines have more than tripled in price,
further squeezing Iranians' finances seven

stepped-up sanctions

but the difficulties are showing at
pharmacies.Gholamreza Rahmani, a
Tehran welder, and his wife recently
scoured several pharmacies over two days
hoping to fill prescriptions for four
medicines for their 12-year-old daughter,
who was having stomach troubles. "Each
one would have one or two items, not all of

80%

US to hike EB-5 Green Card fees

WASHINGTON. (Agency)

The US has decided to drastically
increase fees for immigrants seeking
to invest in America and eventually
claim permanent residency under the
EB-5 investor programme which
remains one of the most reliable ways
for Indian entrepreneurs and families
to obtain Green Card.The US
Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) finalised a rule on
Tuesday that seeks to more than
double the fees for applying to the
EB-5 visa. The rule will be effective
from November 30.The US EB-5
Immigrant Investor Programme
grants permanent residency (a Green
Card) to foreign investors and their
immediate families who invest
capital into a US commercial
enterprise and create 10 full-time
jobs for American workers. The filing
fee for Form 1-526, used by
standalone investors, will rise from
USD3,675to USD 7,615.

The fee for an initial Form I-526E
petition, used by investors
participating through an approved

regional centre, will increase from
USD 3,675 to USD 7,850.Initial I-
526 and I-526E petitions will also
include a USD 75 technology
fee.Regional-centre investors must

additionally pay the programme's
investor integrity fee. The fee for
Form [-829, filed by investors
seeking to remove conditions on their
permanent resident status, will
increase from USD 3,750 to USD
5,000.Charges imposed on regional
centres will rise more sharply. The
fee for an initial Form I1-956
application seeking regional-centre
designation will increase from USD
17,795 to USD 44,115.The charge for

Form [-956F, used to seek approval
of an investment in a commercial
enterprise, will rise to USD 42,675
from USD 17,795.The annual fee for
Form [-956G will decrease from
USD 3,035 to USD 2,165.The final
rule also establishes Form 1-527 for
certain investors seeking to amend
older Form I-526 petitions. The new
filing will cost USD 10,330.
Announcing the new fees, USCIS
said in a press release that the agency
is largely funded by the fees it
charges, rather than taxes.ng
applications, conducting background
checks, verifying eligibility,
detecting fraud, and maintaining
programme operations must be paid
by those who use the immigration
system," the release said.However,
like most employment-based
immigration categories, EB-5 visas
are subject to annual caps and
country limits.

As demand from India has increased
dramatically over the past decade, a
backlog has developed that affects
how long investors may wait for a
Green Card.

Morocco's king appoints the
countiry's first female prime minister

them," he said, noting that they couldn't
find one of the medicines anywhere. The
search cost him two days of wages
because he couldn't go to work."My
daughter's illness and the loss of income

are like scissors, cutting from two sides,"
he said.Iran's pharmaceutical industry
needs importslran produces more than
of its medicines domestically,
according to official statistics, but many
of those rely on imported raw materials.
Before the war, most medicines and

customers

CASABLANCA, Morocco.(Agency)

Morocco's King Mohammed VI on Tuesday named
Urban Planning Minister Fatima Zahra Mansouri as the
country's prime minister, making the 50-year-old
attorney the first woman to hold the position in the
Muslim kingdom. Mansouri, who
until her nomination also was the
mayor of Marrakech, was tasked
with forming a new government,
the Royal Palace said in a
statement. The announcement
came four days after results of
parliamentary elections were
announced, with Mansouri’s
centrist Authenticity and
Modernity Party, or PAM, the
highest vote-getter. Mansouri, the
second woman to serve as prime
minister in the Arab world after
Najla Bouden in Tunisia, is expected to build a coalition
in coming days to form a government. Morocco’s
electoral system makes it difficult for a single party to
win an absolute majority. Her government is expected to
make billions of dollars in investments linked to the 2030

into believing they were

FIFA World Cup, while seeking to deliver on promises to
fight inflation, raise wages and create jobs. The
Moroccan Constitution gives the king, who is the
country’s highest authority, the power to appoint the
prime minister, but he must choose from the party that
wins the most seats in parliamentary elections. That was a
change successfully pushed by
Arab Spring protesters in 2011.
Before that, the king could name
the prime minister without any
such restriction. Mansouri joined
PAM upon its creation in 2008 by
Fouad Ali El Himma, a childhood
friend and close adviser to the
king. A law graduate from the
University of Montpellier in
France, Mansouri became one of
# | the party’s top leaders in 2024. She
twice served as mayor of
Marrakech and was a member of
parliament. Mansouri is the daughter of the “pasha of
Marrakech” Abderrahmane El Mansouri, a senior local
official who was also Morocco’s ambassador to the
United Arab Emirates. He headed Marrakech’s bar
association and was a landowner.

pharmaceutical components were brought
in by sea, but the American naval
blockade has cut off shipping, Bahman
Sabour, a member of the Tehran
Pharmacies Association, told local
media.Medical importers switched to
more expensive air routes. But that access
has been threatened by new U.S. sanctions
on a number of Iranian airlines, which led
to some international flights being
halted.U.S. sanctions don't directly target
medicines, but financial sanctions in place
for years also hurt the pharmaceutical
supply because international banks and
companies often will be overly cautious
and refuse transactions because they fear
running afoul of sanctions, said Reza
Majdzadeh, a professor at the School of
Health and Social Care at the University
of Essex in England."A medicine may be
perfectly legal to sell to Iran, but a bank
may refuse to process the payment," he
said. "A pharmaceutical or shipping
company may simply decide that dealing
with Iran is not worth the risk.

Carney accuses US steelmaker of
betraying Canadian workers after
layoffs tied to Trump tariffs

TORONTO.(Agency)

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney accused the
U.S. owner of steelmaker Stelco, a subsidiary of
Cleveland-Cliffs, of betraying Canadian workers
Tuesday after it announced layoffs it attributed in part
to U.S. President Donald Trump’s tariffs — tariffs
Cleveland-Cliffs’ chief executive has publicly
championed.Carney singled out Cleveland-Cliffs
CEO Lourenco Goncalves, noting that he had
applauded Trump’s steel tariffs. Goncalves has called
the 50% tariffs “a necessary step” to protect U.S.
steelmakers.“Our thoughts are with the workers and
the families who have been betrayed by the
company,” Carney said.Carney also threatened legal
action against Cleveland-Cliffs, saying the Ohio-
based company has binding employment obligations
stemming from its C$3.4 billion ($2.4 billion)
takeover of Stelco in 2024.

Stelco said up to 500 workers could be affected as it
indefinitely idles cold-rolled and coated operations at
its Hamilton, Ontario, plant and shifts production to
its Lake Erie facility in Nanticoke, Ontario.
Cleveland-Cliffs said Monday the move does not
shift steel production out of Canada: Output will be
concentrated at Stelco’s Lake Erie Works in
Nanticoke, Ontario, where it expects a significant
number of affected Hamilton workers to be absorbed,
with overall steel tonnage unchanged.In a memo to
employees, Stelco said U.S. tariffs had “significantly
shrunk the market” for its cold-rolled and galvanized
products. The company said demand in markets it
traditionally serves fell almost 25% in the second
quarter compared to the 2024 quarterly average,
including a 10% decline in Canada.The layoffs come
amid an escalating Canada-U.S. trade war in which
Trump has imposed 50% tariffs on Canadian steel and
other goods and Canada has retaliated with tariffs of
its own. At a White House event Monday announcing
anew $15 billion steel plant in lowa, Trump credited
his tariffs with reducing foreign steel imports and
attracting investment to the United States, saying
companies were building plants there “because they
don’t want to pay tariffs.”Carney said the federal
government had offered financial assistance to
preserve jobs but did not disclose the amount or
terms.There’s money on the table from the federal
government,” Carney said. “The company made
representations and has legal obligations for
employment. We intend to use all powers that we
have and pursue them to the fullest extent of the law.

G20 trade officials meet under
shadow of tariffs, overcapacity

Two Indian nationals have been charged
with conspiracy and smuggling related to an
alleged transnational counterfeit
prescription drug distribution scheme in a
US federal court in Florida.The indictment
by afederal grand jury in the Middle District
of Florida alleges that Swapandip Roy,
Vicky Ramancha, and their co-conspirators
sold counterfeit Ozempic to distributors in
the United States at deeply discounted
prices.Roy was extradited from Italy to the
United States and made his initial
appearance in court in Tampa, Florida, on
Tuesday.The duo faces a 71-year jail term if
convicted.According to court documents,
beginning in at least July 2023 and
continuing to April 2024, Roy and
Ramancha allegedly obtained counterfeit
Ozempic from unauthorised sources in
China.The counterfeit Ozempic allegedly
distributed by Roy, Ramancha, and their co-
conspirators included counterfeit
packaging, package inserts, pen labels, and
needles meant to deceive downstream
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purchasing authentic Ozempic authorised
by the manufacturer. The scheme continued
even after the FDA seized some of the
counterfeit Ozempic in December 2023 and
issued a public warning regarding the
products.Roy and Ramancha are charged
with one count of conspiracy to commit
smuggling and to defraud the United States,
three counts of smuggling, and two counts
of selling counterfeit drugs and holding
counterfeit drugs for sale."If convicted, Roy
and Ramancha each face a maximum
penalty of 71 years in prison," a statement
from the Department of Justice
said."Counterfeit prescription drugs--
especially common ones--threaten the
health and safety of every American who
depends on the integrity of our
pharmaceutical supply," said Assistant
Attorney General A.Tysen Duva of the
Justice Department's Criminal Division.
"These defendants allegedly exploited
people's health to pay themselves.We will
keep pursuing anyone who seeks to deceive
American consumers.

I T

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

G20 trade ministers are set to open talks
Wednesday in the United States, in meetings
strained by President Donald Trump's tariffs
as Washington targets partners regarding
forced labor and overcapacity.The
gathering of officials from the Group of 20

major economies -- which includes China, #=
India, Russia, Japan, Germany and France - |
- takes place in the Midwestern city of |

Milwaukee.But analysts expect the two

States."Dn't expect any breakthroughs in
Milwaukee," Josh Lipsky of the Atlantic
Council think tank told AFP, noting Trump's
preference for bilateral negotiations.Even as
G20 partners will be anxious to find ways to
cooperate with the world's biggest economy,

days of talks to be deadlocked as Trump's | s

tariffs weigh on relationships while China
rejects concerns about its exports, which
critics see as driven by excess industrial
capacity.US Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer defended Washington's
approach at a Tuesday roundtable in
Milwaukee, saying the administration "is
not anti-trade."He added that countries are
facing similar challenges with global
overcapacity and "non-market policies."This
week, key US trading partners like Canada
and the European Union are also expected to
push for deeper trade ties outside the United
® @

b | @«

"they will also be under pressure to voice
their concerns with tariffs," added former US
trade official Wendy Cutler, now at the Asia
Society Policy Institute.The Unied States
holds the rotating presidency of the G20,
which comprises 19 nations plus the EU and
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4 too,

the African Union. Trump has unleashed a
barrage of tariffs on trading partners since
last year, separately targeting sectors like
steel and autos.Although the Supreme Court
struck down Trump's country-specific tariffs
in February, Washington has since alleged
insufficient action against forced labor to
slap new tariffs on 60 economies.

These include China, India and the EU.

The president's sectoral duties remain intact
straining ties.And Washington is
investigating 16 partners over excess
industrial capacity, a complaint commonly
levied at China. Critics say this floods

4 markets, unfairly suppressing prices.

But ngoing US probes go beyond the world's
number two economy, bringing the threat of
more tariffs to the EU and G20 countries like
Japan and South Korea.Cutler expects some
countries will "mince no words" regarding
the investigation, feeling "they are being
unfairly targeted."China "wll continue to
deny the issue of exporting overproduction,"
by trying to convince others that it is doing
good by providing high-quality and low-
priced goods, she said.
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Flydubai Terror Attack Attempt? Indian Captain Fights Back
After Cockpit Clash

Dubai/Tel Aviv: A serious
cockpit incident aboard
flydubai flight FZ1073, fly-
ing from Dubai to Tel Aviv,
triggered an emergency di-
version to Saudi Arabia on
Wednesday after an alterca-
tion involving the two pilots.
The Boeing 737 was diverted
to Tabuk Airport, where it
landed safely.

Flydubai later confirmed
that an altercation had oc-
curred in the flight deck and
said the aircraft was secured
by on-duty flydubai crew
members travelling on the
flight. All passengers and
crew were safe and account-
ed for.

Indian captain reportedly
attacked

Indian media identified the
captain as Smit Machchhar,
an Indian national and for-

mer SpiceJet pilot. Reports
said he was injured during
the confrontation with his
Omani co-pilot.

The co-pilot was subse-
quently arrested in Saudi
Arabia, according to Reu-
ters.

Reuters reported that Israeli
officials believed the co-
pilot had attempted to take
control of the aircraft after
allegedly stabbing the cap-
tain and interfering with the
aircraft’s systems. However,
these details remain subject
to the ongoing investigation.
Plane plunged and emer-
gency codes triggered

The incident became par-
ticularly alarming when the
aircraft made a rapid de-
scent. Flight-tracking data
cited by Reuters showed a
loss of nearly 14,000 feet

in less than 30 seconds.
The aircraft also transmit-
ted emergency transponder

codes, including 7700 and
later 7500, the latter indicat-
ing unlawful interference.

The 7500 signal prompted
heightened security meas-
ures in Israel, including

the scrambling of fighter
aircraft, as the plane was
initially believed to face a

possible hijacking situation.
Israeli officials later said the
incident was not believed to
be a conventional hijacking.
Crew members helped se-
cure the aircraft

According to Reuters, pas-
sengers and a crew member
entered the cockpit during
the aircraft’s sudden descent
and helped subdue the co-
pilot.

Flydubai’s own statement
confirmed that on-duty fly-
dubai crew travelling on the
flight secured the aircraft
and diverted it to Tabuk.
Saudi airport authorities
said the aircraft issued a
distress call at 8:44 a.m. lo-
cal time and landed safely at
Tabuk at about 9:45 a.m. The
captain and co-pilot were
both injured and taken to
hospital for treatment.

Terror attack claim under
investigation

Israeli officials have de-
scribed the incident as a
possible attempted terror
attack, but the airline has
urged against premature
speculation. Flydubai said
the reasons and motives
remain unknown and are
subject to a formal inves-
tigation. ‘Therefore, while
reports have described the
incident as an alleged at-
tempt by the co-pilot to take
control of the aircraft, the
motive and exact sequence
of events have not yet been
conclusively established.
The immediate outcome,
however, was clear: the air-
craft was safely diverted to
Saudi Arabia, and all pas-
sengers and crew survived
the incident.

NK Area Wins CCL Inter-Area Cultural
Competition

afae gt

Ranchi: The two-day Inter-Area Cultural Competition of
Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) concluded at the NK
Area on September 29, 2026, with vibrant cultural perfor-
mances. CCL Director (Personnel) Shri Harsh Nath Mishra
felicitated the winning teams at the closing ceremony.
Mishra said cultural events help preserve traditions while
providing CCL employees a platform to showcase their ar-
tistic talent and strengthen camaraderie. The competition,
inaugurated on September 28 by NK Area General Man-
ager Shri Amitabh Kumar Tiwari, featured music, dance
and folk performances across several genres.

NK Area bagged the first position, followed by Piparwar
Area and Hazaribagh Area in second and third places, re-
spectively.

Chhau Workshop, ‘Chhau Chaupal’
Conclude in Chandankiyari

by Arun Pathak

Bokaro: The three-day Seraikela Chhau music workshop
and ‘Chhau Chaupal’ concluded at the SNA Chhau Centre,
Chandankiyari, with cultural performances and interac-
tive sessions.

Seraikela Chhau exponent and Sangeet Natak Akademi
Awardee Tapan Patnaik conducted a lecture-demonstra-
tion on the tradition, music, instruments and techniques
of the dance form. Students from government schools also
participated in the workshop organised by Trinetra Art
Centre.

The concluding ‘Chhau Chaupal’ featured performances by
troupes led by Guru Manoranjan Sahu (Seraikela), Guru
Srishtidhar Mohanta (Mayurbhanj, Odisha) and Krishna
Kumar Mahato (Purulia, West Bengal), showcasing the
three major Chhau traditions.

Bokaro District Sports Officer Hemlata Boon, who attend-
ed as chief guest, appreciated the initiative for promoting
folk culture. The programme was conducted under the
guidance of SNA Chhau Centre Coordinator Dr Sanjay
Kumar Chaudhary.

Jharkhand’s Mandar Receives GI Tag; The World
Will Now Hear the Beat of the Mandar

Ranchi: Jharkhand’s tradi-
tional musical instrument
Mandar, an integral part
of the state’s folk and tribal
culture, has received a Geo-
graphical Indication (GI)
tag, giving its centuries-old
tradition and craftsmanship
formal recognition.

The Geographical Indica-
tions Registry, Chennai, has
registered the product as
“Mandar of Jharkhand.”
According to the official GI
record, the registration is
under Application No. 777,
filed by Raidih Mandar Pro-
ducer Company Limited,
Jarjatta village in Gumla
district, in 2021. The regis-
tered geographical area cov-
ers Jharkhand.

The Mandar is closely asso-
ciated with Jharkhand’s tra-
ditional folk dances, festi-
vals, songs and community
celebrations.

Its distinctive construction,
use of traditional materials
and characteristic sound
are linked to the state’s cul-
tural traditions. The GI ap-
plication also documents
historical and ethnographic

references tracing the in-
struments presence in the
region over generations.
Gumla artisans played key
role

Artisans from Gumla have
played an important role
in efforts to secure the GI
recognition. The initiative
formally represented tra-
ditional Mandar makers
through the producer com-
pany based in Jarjatta.

While the GI registra-
tion covers Mandar from
Jharkhand, Gumla has

emerged as an important
centre of its traditional
craftsmanship.

What is a GI tag?

A Geographical Indication
(GI) is a form of intellectual-
property protection given to
products whose quality, repu-
tation or other characteristics
are essentially linked to their
geographical origin. In India,
GI protection is governed by
the Geographical Indications
of Goods (Registration and
Protection) Act, 1999. A GI
tag helps establish the geo-
graphical identity of a prod-
uct and provides legal protec-
tion against unauthorised use
of the registered indication.
It can also help traditional
products gain greater market

recognition while supporting
efforts to preserve local crafts-
manship and knowledge. For
Jharkhand, the Mandars GI
recognition is therefore sig-
nificant not only as an intel-
lectual-property achievement
but also as a formal recogni-
tion of the artisans, tradition-
al skills and cultural practices
that have kept the instrument
alive across generations.

The GI tag gives Jharkhand’s
Mandar a new identity—and
puts the distinctive beat of
one of the state’s most rec-
ognisable folk traditions on
a wider national and global
platform.

Shorties

NML Celebrates 85th CSIR Foundation Day

Jamshedpur: CSIR—National Metallurgical Laboratory
(NML) celebrated the 85th CSIR Foundation Day at the
NML Auditorium with the participation of scientists, retir-
ees, officials and invitees.

The programme was attended by chief guest Anupam
Misra, CMD, Hindustan Copper Ltd., former NML Direc-
tor Dr Indranil Chattoraj, NML Director Dr Sandip Ghosh
Chowdhury, programme chairman Dr J.K. Sahu and Con-
troller of Administration Jay Shankar Sharan.

The ceremony began with the lighting of the ceremonial
lamp and rendition of Vande Mataram. Welcoming the gath-
ering, Dr Chowdhury highlighted CSIR’s scientific legacy
and its contribution to India’s technological self-reliance.

India Emerges as a Major iPhone Export
Hub for Apple; $13.2 Billion Worth of
Phones Exported in Five Months

BSL Management Inviting Industrial Unrest,
Alleges Kumar Amit

Bokaro: BJP State Execu-
tive Committee member
and Bharatiya Udyog
Mazdoor Sangh General
Secretary Kumar Amit
has accused the pre-
sent BSL management of
worsening industrial rela-
tions by simultaneously
upsetting employees,
retirees, contract work-
ers, displaced persons,
apprentices, traders and
other stakeholders.

Amit alleged that regu-
lar employees are being
shifted from Sector-12

retired
employees and displaced

housing, while
apprentices are facing
prolonged difficulties. He
also raised concerns over
pending 39-month ar-

rears, demolition of shops
and minor constructions,
issues involving contract
workers and the lack of
meaningful dialogue with
displaced persons.

He further alleged that
the management is mis-
leading the Ministry by
working with select un-
ions to create a quorum
for meetings.

Amit warned that contin-
ued confrontation could
affect the proposed ex-
pansion of the Bokaro
Steel Plant under the Na-
tional Steel Policy-2017
and urged the manage-
ment to restore dialogue
and improve industrial
relations.

New Delhi: India is rapidly emerging as a major manufactur-
ing and export hub for Apple, with iPhone exports worth $13.2
billion recorded between April and August 2026, according to
government data cited in reports. The figure represents a 47%
increase over the same period last fiscal year.

India’s total smartphone exports rose around 36% to $15.96
billion during the five-month period, with iPhones accounting
for nearly 82% of the total. Apple products contributed about
98% of the incremental growth in smartphone exports, under-
lining the company’s growing role in India’s electronics ex-
port sector. Overall, electronic goods exports reached $26.66
billion between April and August 2026, while August exports
alone stood at $5.55 billion, nearly 90% higher than a year ear-
lier. Smartphone exports have also grown sharply, rising from
around $5.5 billion in 2021-22 to $29.36 billion in 2025-26.
While Apple remains the biggest contributor, Samsung, Dixon
Technologies and other manufacturers are also adding to In-
dia’s smartphone export volumes. The latest figures highlight
the growing importance of mobile phones in India’s electron-
ics manufacturing and export ecosystem.

Bokaro Housing Row: Protesters Stage Sit-in Out-
side BSL ED Ra]shree Baner]ees Residence

Bokaro: The dispute over the
vacation of dilapidated quar-
ters in BSDs Sector-12 inten-
sified on Wednesday when
the Awas Bachao Sangharsh
Samiti launched a “Dera Da-
lo-Ghera Dalo” protest and
staged a day-long sit-in near
the residence of BSL Execu-
tive Director (HR) Rajshree

Banerjee.

From the morning, dozens
of protesters gathered near
the ED’ residence, carrying
placards and raising slogans
against the BSL management
and the ED (HR). The protest-
ers opposed the notices issued
to occupants of the Sector-12
quarters, alleging that the
management was preparing to
dismantle the colony without
adequately addressing the con-
dition of the existing houses.
The agitators claimed that
many quarters are in poor
condition and alleged that re-
pairs and basic amenities have
not been provided on time.
They demanded that the exist-

ing houses be repaired or that
residents be provided suitable

alternative  accommodation
before being asked to vacate.
The committee warned that
the agitation would be intensi-
fied if the demands were not
addressed.

Former employees, licensed
occupants and local residents
also participated in the pro-
test. BJP leader Angela Singh
demanded that residents be
shifted only to quarters in
better condition, while other
protesters maintained that
they would not vacate until a

concrete solution was reached.
The protest prompted the de-
ployment of police personnel
and a two-tier security ar-
rangement around the ED’s
residence to prevent any unto-
ward incident.

BSL management, meanwhile,
maintained that the move to
vacate the quarters is based on
structural safety concerns. It
said a structural safety survey
conducted by experts from
NIT Patna identified 1,242
quarters in 149 blocks of Sec-
tor-12 as unsafe. According to
the management, the structur-

al defects cannot be addressed
through routine repairs, mak-
ing relocation necessary.

BSL said eligible occupants
have been allotted alternative
quarters in Sector-8 and Sec-
tor-11 in phases. The alterna-
tive accommodation is being
repaired on priority and will
be handed over after the re-
quired work is completed. Sev-
eral quarters are already ready
for occupation, the manage-
ment said.

The plant authorities have re-
peatedly appealed to the oc-
cupants to shift to the alterna-
tive accommodation, citing
safety concerns. They have
also urged residents to resolve
the issue through dialogue and
cooperation.

With protesters refusing to
vacate the Sector-12 quarters
and BSL insisting on reloca-
tion from buildings declared
unsafe, the housing dispute
continues to remain a major
point of contention in Bokaro.
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UPI MDR Row: Traders Withdraw
October 2 ‘No UPI Day’ After
Meeting Sitharaman

New Delhi: The AIMRA exemption of merchant-to-

&
'ﬂﬁhﬁu

and AICPDF have with-
drawn their proposed “No

UPI Day” protest on Octo-

ber 2 after a trade delegation
met Union Finance Minister

| Nirmala Sitharaman over
4l the proposed UPI Merchant
il Discount Rate (MDR).

@ Led by CAIT Secretary

General and MP Praveen
Khandelwal and AIMRA

4 Founder Chairman Kailash

Lakhyani, the delegation
sought deferment of the
proposed 0.40% MDR on el-
igible UPI merchant trans-
actions above 32,000, along
with phased implementa-
tion, raising the 1 lakh
threshold to %5 lakh and

merchant transactions.

The trade bodies also urged
the government to consti-
tute an expert committee
to examine the concerns
of retailers and distribu-
tors and suggest a balanced
mechanism for implement-
ing MDR.

Lakhyani said Sitharaman
heard the concerns and as-
sured the delegation that the
issues would be considered.
Following the meeting, the
two trade bodies called off
the October 2 protest, clari-
fying that their campaign
was against the proposed
transaction cost and not
UPI or dlgltal payments
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Use tech to fix civic challenges
faced by city: L-G Taranjit
Singh Sandhu to NSUT

New Delhi (Agency)

Delhi L-G Taranjit Singh Sandhu on
Tuesday called on Netaji Subhas
University of Technology (NSUT) to
develop technological solutions for
civic challenges such as sanitation,
traffic management, road conditions
and flooding. He also exhorted the
institution to convert research into
actionable outcomes.

Chairing the sixth court meeting of
NSUT at the Lok Niwas, Sandhu
stressed, “The technical university
should focus on research that
addresses real-world challenges faced
by the city.” He directed the university
to coordinate with expert agencies and
facilitate the MCD, NDMC, Delhi
Police, Health Department, PWD and
Transport Department with
technological solutions tailored to
their specific requirements.

The L-G also highlighted the need to
make Al education future-ready
through global collaborations, with a
focus on transformative applications,
particularly Al-enabled healthcare in
government hospitals.

High Court Setback For Arvind
Kejriwal In PM Modi Degree

Case
Gandhinagar. (Agency)

The Gujarat High Court division
bench has dismissed the appeal filed
by Aam Aadmi Party chief Arvind
Kejriwal, upholding the Rs 25,000
fine imposed on him in the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi degree
disclosure case.

The two-judge bench delivered the
verdict after having previously
reserved its judgment. The court found
no merit in Kejriwal's challenge and
refused to interfere with the earlier
ruling.

The controversy originated when the
Central Information Commission

directed Gujarat University to provide
details of PM Narendra Modi's degree.
In response, Gujarat University
approached the high court to challenge
the information commission's order,
naming Arvind Kejriwal as a party in
the legal proceedings.

A single-judge bench of the high court
subsequently set aside the Central
Information Commission's order and
imposed a fine of Rs 25,000 on
Kejriwal. Following this, Kejriwal
filed a review petition seeking relief
from the single judge, but the petition
was dismissed.

Seeking further remedy, Kejriwal
moved the division bench of the high
court to set aside the single judge's
order. The division bench heard the
matter in detail before reserving its
final verdict, which has now been
delivered.

New Delhi(Agency).

INDIA Meet On

National
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"Op Gyanesh Kumar’,

sources Reject Attacks On Poll Panel

New Delhi(Agency)

A key meeting of the Opposition INDIA bloc got A key
meeting of the Opposition INDIA bloc got underway in the
Capital on Wednesday to discuss its strategy for cornering
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar and
the Centre after the recent row over the functioning of the
poll panel. The bloc is likely to firm up its action plan for a
wider agitation against Kumar and the BJP over the SIR
issue.

Government and poll panel sources have, however,
rejected the Opposition's criticism and defended the SIR
exercise and the CEC.

Leaders and representatives of over 20 political parties are
attendding the meeting at the Constitution Club.

While Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge will represent the Congress, the Samajwadi Party
has nominated two MPs - Harendra Malik and Maulana
Mohibbullah Nadvi - for the meeting.
This came after speculation over SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav's absence from the
meeting. The Congress and SP later
clarified that Yadav is busy with the UP
Rajya Sabha elections and will send his
nominees instead.

Other leaders expected at the meeting
include Mamata Banerjee and Abhishek
Banerjee from the TMC, RJD's
Tejashwi Yadav, J&K Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, PDP chief Mehbooba «
Mufti, Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren,
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray,
Supriya Sule of NCP (SP), CPM general
secretary MA Baby, CPI chief D. Raja,
CPI(ML) leader Dipankar
Bhattacharya, and Independent MP Kapil Sibal, among
others.

The meet will also draw up a strategy to launch a
nationwide agitation. Protests and public rallies against
the Chief Election Commissioner will be held across the
country, while an impeachment motion will be moved in
Parliament.

The meeting is taking place a day after the Congress
Working Committee demanded Gyanesh Kumar's
removal, calling him a "puppet" of the BJP.

Speaking at the CWC meeting, Kharge accused the Modi
government of systematically and conspiratorially
hollowing out democratic foundations over the past 12
years. "The Modi government has systematically and

The meeting is taking place a day
after the Congress Working Committee
demanded Gyanesh Kumar's removal,
calling him a "puppet” of the BJP.

conspiratorially hollowed out the strong democratic
foundation that our forefathers built through their
sacrifices and dedication over the last 12 years," he said.
"Names are being removed from voter lists through
calculated conspiracies, and the Chief Election
Commissioner has become a puppet of the Modi
government. This runs counter to the ethos and spirit of
Indian democracy, which mandates that every eligible
citizen's vote be secure and every vote be counted
impartially," he added.

Kharge said that with elections in five states in 2027, it is
essential to ensure that no voter's right is violated. The
Congress President said the party must ensure that every
person's vote is secure and elections are fair, so that the
common people's trust in India's election process remains
intact.

Kharge put forth five major demands at the CWC, noting
that all data on changes in electoral rolls be made public,
all voters whose names have been deleted should get a
chance to appeal, and all political parties should be given
electoral rolls in a simple format in time. He also
demanded that an independent, time-bound probe be
conducted where serious anomalies are found and that the
poll process be made transparent so no one feels that

Can't | own property? DK
Shivakumar hits back at
Kumaraswamy's scam charge

After Kumaraswamy alleged that Shivakumar's wealth was linked to NICE road
scam and demanded his resignation, the Karnataka Chief Minister hit back,
saying his Rs 1,400 crore assets were acquired legally and duly declared. He
also challenged the Union minister to debate the allegations in the Assembly.

New Delhi(Agency)

Karnataka Chief Minister DK Shivakumar on Tuesday hit back
at Union Minister HD Kumaraswamy’s allegations of
irregularities in the Bengaluru-Mysuru Infrastructure Corridor
Project (BMICP), saying he has assets worth Rs 1,400 crore at
current valuations but acquired them legally and has declared
them to the authorities.

Speaking to reporters in Delhi, Shivakumar dismissed
Kumaraswamy’s allegations as “lies” and questioned why the
former chief minister had remained silent on the project for so
long.

“Yes, at today’s valuation, I have assets worth Rs 1,400 crore. |
have acquired these
assets within the legal
framework.
Kumaraswamy is making
such statements out of
frustration,” he
said.Kumaraswamy had
earlier demanded
Shivakumar’s
resignation, alleging that deviations in the BMICP were
approved during his tenure as state Urban Development
Minister without Cabinet approval. The project was
implemented by Nandi Infrastructure Corridor Enterprises Ltd
(NICE).Shivakumar questioned Kumaraswamy’s involvement
in the project, pointing out that his father, former Prime Minister
HD Deve Gowda, had signed it.

“Why was he silent all these years? His father Deve Gowda
himselfhad signed that project. He was also the Chief Minister,”
Shivakumar said.He also alleged that Kumaraswamy had made
efforts to award a tender to an individual named Gandhi and
referred to transactions he claimed were carried out under
benami names.“I do not want to name people like he does,” he
said.

|

Delhi govt to machine-clean dust on smaller roads

New Delhi(Agency).

At a Cabinet

meeting chaired
by CM Rekha

Gupta, two key
decisions were

taken to boost

ground-level
cleaning and

identify pollution
sources in real

time.

Initiative.

Tuesday to discuss the party's strategy to
corner Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar and the BJP, a former
ally's mention by one of the members
triggered a sharp retort from the party's

matriarch Sonia Gandhi.

Sources told that during the discussions
at the CWC meeting, senior leader
Digvijaya Singh remarked that the
INDIA alliance should not have let JD(U)
chief and former Bihar Chief Minister

Nitish Kumarleave in 2024.

"The political situation would have been
different,” Singh told the meeting,

according to sources present at the meeting.

But Singh's assertion regarding Kumar was
promptly shot down by Sonia Gandhi, who,
according to sources. said Nitish Kumar was

[

-
B
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i

ways to exit the INDIA bloc," Sonia Gandhi
told the meeting.Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge concurred with Sonia Gandhi's views

i .

I T |

The government would provide a grant to the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) to . .
procure 30 electric vehicle-based mechanical road the cleanmg. process undertaken for pollutloq
sweeping machines. The civic body would deploy control remains env1r0nm§qt-frlendly. The Delhl
and operate the machines on the ground. The government and the municipal corporation will

I
Sonia Gandhi Snaps At Digvijaya Singh's
Nitish Kumar Mention At Congress Meet

Digvijaya Singh remarked that the INDIA alliance should not have let Nitish Kumar leave in 2024. But Sonia
Gandhi asserted that Nitish Kumar was bound to leave anyway.

bound to leave anyway. "He did not wish to and added: "While he had not intended to
remain in the INDIA alliance. It was for the bring this up, he would mention that Nitish
As the Congress Working Committee met on  best that he left when he did. That was where  Kumar had indeed been looking for a way out
of the INDIA bloc. His bid to become the
convener of the INDIA bloc was merely a
charade, given that he had previously
told Kharge he wanted to remain active in
state politics while supporting the INDIA
bloc at the national level.”Then Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar officially
quit the INDIA opposition bloc on
January 28, 2024, when he resigned as
Chief Minister of the Mahagathbandhan
government and returned to the BJP-led
National Democratic Alliance (NDA).
Kumar, who was seen as a primary
he was headed; he had been actively seeking fomariﬁgeclg\}%}ilt%lliz ppr(ésgggleldli;ﬂlgerse:;)]
frustrated by delays in finalising seat-sharing
agreements and the failure to name him the
coalition's convenor early on.

deployment of 30 EV-based mechanical road
The Delhi government is implementing the Winter - sweeping machines is estimated to cost around
Action Plan 2026-27 with public participation to
tackle pollution in the national capital.

At a Cabinet meeting chaired by CM Rekha
Gupta on Tuesday, two key decisions were
taken to strengthen ground-level cleaning and
enable scientific, real-time identification of |
the sources of pollution.

The Cabinet has decided to expand
mechanised cleaning to smaller roads where
the facility is currently unavailable,
considering road dust to be a major source of
particulate pollution. The initiative will cover
around 609 km of roads with a right of way of |
less than 10 metres. A total of 854 roads across
250 wards have been identified under the

*393.73 crore over 10 years.

The use of electric machines will also ensure that

work together to expand ground-level action to
reduce pollution caused by road dust.Further, a
system for continuous, real-time identification and
analysis of PM2.5 and PM 10 pollution sources will
be developed in collaboration

with Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)-Delhi.
This is aimed at strengthening the government’s
scientific strategy against pollution. Under the
initiative, the major sources of pollution and their
quantities will be scientifically analysed
continuously over 24 hours. The system will help
identify and assess sources such as vehicular
emissions, road dust and biomass burning.

The collaboration with IIT Delhi will be for five
years and is estimated to cost around Rs 19.22
crore. The project will include restarting the
existing super site and mobile lab.

609 km of roads with right of way less than 10
metres to be covered

Real-time analysis

A system for continuous, real-time identification
and analysis of PM2.5 and PM 10 pollution sources
will be developed.

Bhagat Singh To Punjab's Water: AAP
Widens Its Political Campaign

The clearest example came in Ludhiana, where the AAP government
organised 'Jashan-e-Inquilab' at Punjab Agricultural University to mark

Punjab (Agency).

Bhagat Singh's birth anniversary.

irrigation, women's welfare and protection of
Punjab's water. He also contrasted his

Bhagat Singh.

Ludhiana,

The Aam Aadmi Party's politics in Punjab is
increasingly taking the shape of a full-
fledged campaign, with the party moving
beyond governance claims to a sharper
mobilisation around Punjab identity,
youth, nationalism and the legacy of

The clearest example came in
where the AAP
government organised 'Jashan-e-
Inquilab' at Punjab Agricultural
University to mark Bhagat Singh's
birth anniversary. The event
combined a large youth gathering
with music, theatre and cultural i
performances, while Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann used the occasion to
make an extended political pitch
around his government's record.

The Punjab Chief Minister linked Bhagat
Singh's legacy with his government's claims
on education. healthcare. iobs. electricitv. evidence ofthe government's commitment.
B T T T T I e 9 i

government with previous regimes, accusing
them of ignoring the ideals and sacrifices of
the martyrs.

The naming of the Mohali airport after

YO N

Bhagat Singh, the 30-foot statue at Nishan-e-
Inquilab Plaza and the 3¥52-crore heritage
complex at Khatkar Kalan were presented as
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Maybe we should ban
men after 7 pm

NO woman would be molested on a dark road. No
girl would be followed home. No woman would be
assaulted outside a railway station. No teenager
would have to clutch her phone, pretend to call her
father and speed-walk home because there are men
hanging around the corner.

And best ofall, we could finally stop giving women
safety instructions. Don’t go out late. Don’t walk
alone. Don’t take that road. Don’t wear that dress.
Don’t get into that cab. Don’t drink. Don’t trust
strangers. Carry pepper spray. Share your location.
Call me when youreach. Basically, don’t live.
Because apparently the easiest way to deal with
male violence is to make women’s lives smaller.
And the latest horror from Jamui, Bihar, tells us
exactly how grotesque this logic has become. Two
Class 10 students were returning after coaching
when they were surrounded and assaulted by a
group of boys. Videos show the girl being
manhandled and sexually harassed while the boy
accompanying her is attacked, as he tries to
intervene. Police have registered a POCSO case,
identified the perpetrators and arrested some, with
an SIT investigating the matter.Read that again.
Class 10. Returning from coaching. Children. Not
women sneaking out of a nightclub at midnight.
Not some imaginary “modern girl” invented by
moral policemen to explain away sexual
violence.And yet, when something like this
happens, our national reflex is to ask: Why were
they there? What were they doing alone? Why
didn’t they take another route?But nobody is
asking the more important question. Why did these
boys think they could do this? Why did they think
there would be no consequences?

Thatis the question India needs to sit with. Because
sexual violence isn’t an act of nature. Itisn’t a storm
that suddenly arrives. It is a human being making a
decision to violate another human being.

And every time we respond by restricting the
victim instead of confronting the perpetrator, we
teach the next predator exactly what he needs to
know: that the woman will carry the burden of his
crime.She will change her clothes, her route, her
timings. She will carry pepper spray, learn self-
defence. She will stop travelling alone, stop going
to parties. She will stop trusting men. She will stop
living.And he? He will continue walking around
thinking women’s bodies are his to molest, tease,
hit, rape and murder. There is something deeply
corrosive about the almost coronation of men
accused or convicted of serious crimes, while
survivors are expected to disappear quietly into
their homes.The Jamui video is shocking because
we can see the violence. But what about the girl
who has no video? What about the child whose
attacker threatens her into silence? What about the
woman whose family tells her not to complain
because “log kya kahenge”? What about the
survivor whose case gets buried under
adjournments, intimidation and social shame?A
viral video should not be the admission ticket to
justice. And this is why POCSO has to mean
something beyond an acronym we remember
whenever a particularly horrific video goes viral.
When the victim is a child, the state has an
especially serious obligation to investigate swiftly,
protect the survivor and prosecute the accused.
Because an arrest is not justice. An FIR is not
justice. A press conference is not justice. Justice is
when the system makes it clear that a child cannot
be sexually assaulted without consequences. For
law doesn’t only punish, it sends messages. And the
message cannot be that some people are so
powerful, popular or politically significant that
consequences become strangely elastic.

We keep telling women to be afraid. Maybe we
should start teaching predators to be afraid. And
yes, I know: “Ban men after 7 pm” is absurd.
Exactly. That s the point.

Imagine telling every man in India: Sorry, you can’t
go outside after 7 pm. It’s for your own safety. Too

How loopholes are converting a state into real estate

Himachal Pradesh cannot be allowed to hecome one huge resort or cluster of condos

In response to a recent blog of mine about unregulated
constructions in Himachal Pradesh, a discerning reader
commented that he had done an online search for
available properties in the state, and to his horror, found
that 23,450 properties were advertised for sale/rent/lease
between just Shimla and Narkanda, a stretch of 65 km or
so. Even allowing for double counting, these figures tell a
tale which our policymakers would do well to listen to.
For what they tell us is that faulty policies and lack of
vision or understanding of economics are making
Himachal prime real estate up for grabs for whoever has
the money and connections to exploit the system. But
some background first.Land is a precious commodity in
Himachal, as the utilisable land is less than 15 per cent of
its geographical area — 8 lakh hectares against a total of
55.67 lakh hectares, the rest being forests and ‘gair
mumkin’ or areas above the tree line where nothing
grows. The actual area under agriculture is even less —
just about 5.25 lakh hectares.Farming is almost at
subsistence level. The average landholding is 0.94
hectares (in Punjab, it is 3.64 ha); small and marginal
farmers hold 89 per cent of the arable land. Industry is
almost non-existent and the state has one of the highest
unemployment rates in the country. For all these reasons,
as Nirmanyu Chauhan and Divyanshu Thakur put it so
eloquently in The Wire, land in this state is not just a
commodity; it is a source of dignity, livelihood,
autonomy, and security.

Himachal’s first Chief Minister, YS Parmar, had the vision
to realise this and therefore took steps to ensure that
Himachalis were not deprived of their lands by rich and
exploitative outside elements. He brought in the Tenancy
and Land Reforms Act in 1974, Section 118 of which
imposes restrictions on non-Himachalis from buying
land in the state. They can do so only after obtaining prior
approval of the government. Subsequent Chief Ministers,
sadly, have lacked the same foresight and have
introduced so many exemptions and loopholes in the law
that now any smart lawyer or purchaser can buy any
extent of land in the state. And this is happening on a
colossal scale, as the Shimla-Narkanda figure proves. In
just the last three years, 1,494 approvals have been
granted, but this is only the proverbial tip of the iceberg.

The actual transfer of lands to, and purchase by, outsiders
would be many times the number of approvals officially
cited. This is because of the many exemptions provided to
the operation of Section 118: no approval is required for a
society consisting of agriculturists, flats built in urban
areas, houses/flats taken on lease, RERA-approved
builder developments. These exemptions are actually

loopholes and have thrown up the whole of Himachal to
land sharks and builders.As living conditions in North
Indian cities and metros steadily worsen, more and more
people are now investing in second homes in places like
Uttarakhand and Himachal, especially post-Covid. The
threat now is to rural Himachal and its original residents.

Land prices have skyrocketed, and the Himachali

landowner, unable to resist the lure of quick money, is
being dispossessed of his ancestral lands on an ever-
increasing scale by hotels, homestays, builder
developments, resorts. This is changing the very
architecture of the mountains, replacing green cover with
concrete, affecting the demographics (as in the “ghost”
villages of Uttarakhand), distorting local cultures. At risk
is not only the geology, but the very identity of the state.

The state’s policymakers must look at the long-term

implications of such land transfers; it is time to review
Section 118 of the HP Tenancy and Land Reforms Act to
make it more restrictive. No approval should be given
under this section for construction of hotels and resorts in
rural areas — they are ruining the hinterlands (just as they
have the cities). One has only to visit Tirthan valley, Jalori
Pass to Jibhi stretch, Barog, or the Mashobra-Naldehra
section to see for oneself how the pastoral character and
architecture of rural Himachal are being converted into a
concrete mess.There should be a complete ban on Section

MLA disqualification puts glare on other defectors

118 approvals for real estate developments, housing
societies, multi-storey apartments or villas. All the
exemptions/loopholes in the Act need to be reviewed,
especially the ones pertaining to RERA projects, purchase
of flats, and leases. Some new curbs need to be introduced
in the law; for example, a ban on purchase of lands
belonging to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and BPL
families (as in Uttarakhand) to prevent their exploitation
by deep-pocket outsiders and land sharks.

Except for specific projects approved by the government,

non-Himachalis who wish to purchase land in the state
should be required to establish some connection to the
state, whether by way of service, business or family for a
minimum number of years, to qualify.

There would, of course, be legal considerations involved in

adopting this course of action. There is bound to be
resistance from some panchayats as land values will drop;
from politicians egged on by land dealers and real estate
companies; from the builder and property dealer lobbies;
from influential people in the metros looking for a piece of
the mountains as their own premium condos are engulfed
by pollution and civic collapse. The government should
realise, however, that this is a matter of survival of the
mountains and the people to whom they belong. The state
cannot be allowed to become one huge resort or cluster of
condominiums.

The political fallout of the top court’s ruling cannot be exaggerated. A bypoll, that too in Hyderabad,
will be an acid test for the Congress with the BRS and BJP trying their best to deliver a blow

Telangana is headed for yet another bypoll with the Supreme
Court on Thursday upholding the high court order
disqualifying former MLA Danam Nagender under the
anti-defection law. The ruling has once again brought to
the fore the vexed question of defection and the Speaker’s
role in deciding its consequence.Nagender won at the last
Assembly elections on a BRS ticket and soon walked over
to the ruling Congress. He then contested the Lok Sabha
polls on a Congress ticket. Apart from him, nine others had
also defected to the Congress from the BRS. After
repeated raps from the judiciary for delays, Speaker
Gaddam Prasad Kumar dismissed disqualification pleas
against all of them, reasoning there was no substantive
evidence against the legislators.However, the high court
found the Speaker’s decision on Nagender to be in
violation of Article 191(2) and the Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution. The Supreme Court rightly upheld the
verdict, for it is obvious that by contesting on a Congress

many men commit crimes at night.

THE old order is constantly a-changing, yielding place to
the new, but in the last 24 hours it has seemed as if both the
old and young are expressing their frustration with the
powers-that-be.The first, the patriarch of Punjab politics,
84-year-old former chief minister Capt Amarinder Singh,
told The Tribune that as CM from 2017-2021, he brought
up the matter of cross-border drones bringing in drugs
with both PM Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah; that when his pleas went unheard, he concluded that
“Delhi doesn’t understand Punjab.” Singh went on to add
that the BJP had never consulted him on matters of both
policy and politics in the state and that he had gained
nothing by joining it.The senior politician’s angst is
matched by the young Cockroach Janta Party’s angry
outburst at its press conference in Delhi on Thursday,
demanding the scalp of Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar (“Gyanesh, it’s done bro!”), within 48
hours, in the wake of revelations in the Indian Express that
the CEC did nothing about the exclusion of voters on EC
software despite being allegedly aware.

The key question that arises from both sets of remarks is
about the limits to political ambition — and whether age
should have anything to do with it. Can you, for example,
disregard the roar of an ageing lion to your peril, knowing
he may still have one last shikar up his sleeve? Should the
BJP be more considerate of Amarinder’s criticism of his
own party and thereby his capacity to damage it in Punjab,
in the run-up to this important Assembly polls, or have
they already consigned him to the King Lear line-up?
Equally, can you ignore the prattling of an outfit-that’s-
not-even-a-political party, keenly aware that the last time
you came down heavily on the CJP protest you had to pay
with the head of your own Education Minister?

It’s important to separate the noise from the silence that

ticket, Nagender had given up his membership of the
opposition party. The development forces us to seriously
reconsider whether to let the Speaker function as a quasi-
judicial tribunal or have a separate impartial body to
adjudicate on defections.Parliament must deliberate on

Churning and change

The Great Game: Amarinder Singh’s angst is matched by Cockroach Janta Party’s outhurst

has followed the Indian Express story, although it’s clear
the state is gathering itselfin. As the 48-hour CJP deadline
for the resignation of the CEC approaches, the barricades
are back at Jantar Mantar. Gyanesh Kumar has cancelled
his visits to Meerut and Varanasi.Not just the Opposition,
even BJP allies like Chirag Paswan and Upendra
Kushwaha are now beginning to push back and demand
the CEC “dispel the misgivings in the minds of the
people.” Remember that Paswan had asked questions
about Amit Shah’s decision to impose the uniform civil
code in all BJP-run states, and had demurred over
Bihar.Certainly, the country is divided down the middle.
The CJP has been carefully expanding its ambit since
the July protest in Delhi — we can’t seem to take our
eyes off CJP videos exposing the decay in government
schools in their #SchoolThikKaro campaign, while
Abhijit Dipke, himself a Dalit, seeks to place the
national attention on mental health issues after the death
of a student in IIT Bombay, across caste, class and
gender.

Certainly, the rise and rise of the CJP has forced the
media to do its job, both in quizzing the ruling party and
the Opposition. The question that asks itself is why
haven’t any of the traditional political parties — except
for AAP, which has put a lot of effort into its Schools of
Eminence project in Punjab, not with unmixed results, but
at least it has tried — bothered to pay attention to the all-
important subject of education, except when they were
setting up private universities and colluding with the
political elite to transfer resources at cheap rates to those
universities? If you were going to shed crocodile tears for
the young, at least pretend that their future affects you too.

The CJP is not a political party and doesn’t pretend to call
itself one, but it’s showing the mirror to us all. Look this is

happening in your own backyard, how come you haven’t
noticed before? The truth is that we have noticed, but that
we are either far too complicit, or too cynical or simply
don’t care enough.Still, the impact of the alleged
dysfunction at the heart of the Election Commission is
bound to have repercussions as elections near — besides
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Manipur, Goa and Uttarakhand are

going to the polls in February. Tiny Goa has been in the
eye of the storm in the Indian Express leaks, which
detailed how 97 voters could not get themselves on the
rolls despite official attempts being made to do so.There
are two views how this is going to unfold. The more
charitable one gives credit to Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, arguing that his “vote chori” campaign has led
the argument for some time, and that if distrust in the
neutrality of the Election Commission creeps in, his party
will be the primary beneficiary. The second view hints at

this crucial issue because defections are rising every
year, repeatedly betraying the people’s mandate. It is
nothing short of a mockery of democracy. It must be
noted that almost all political parties—including the
BRS—are guilty of poaching legislators and
undermining the anti-defection law.In the Telangana
case, the defecting legislators did take part in Congress
activities one way or another. But as their numbers fall
well short of two-thirds of the BRS legislature party,
they attract the anti-defection law. Since the Speaker has
dismissed pleas against them, the ball is in the court. The
question now is whether the other turncoats, too, will
face disqualification.The political fallout of the top
court’s ruling cannot be exaggerated. A bypoll, that too in
Hyderabad, will be an acid test for the Congress with the
BRS and BJP trying their best to deliver a blow. With the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation elections also
due, the Congress can ill afford to lose.

the tides swirling within the BJP and the RSS and how the
Election Commission revelations will impact the
positions of top party leaders. Certainly if the BJP
juggernaut is dented in any of the states going to the polls,
it will affect the fortunes of those jockeying for the
affections of those at the top.According to the latter view,
Rahul Gandhi can hold as many rallies as he wants in
cities like Indore, but when change comes, it
will come from within the BJP. Not that the BJP
can insulate itself from tremors from the ground
— who, for example, ordered the use of pellet
guns on unarmed students during the CJP
protest in July? We don’t know the answer to
that, but when it comes, it is certain to trigger an
avalanche that will disturb the party’s power
structure.For the time being, the party’s power
structure seems pretty strong and confident. In
the last Assembly election cycle, it spent Rs 529
crore, outspending every other party — Rs
286.99 crore in West Bengal alone — while the
Congress spent Rs 42.08 crore. The BJP’s
continuing access to funds remains remarkable.

Question is, if this incredible strength will also
give its leadership the wisdom to listen to
dissenting voices within, like that of Amarinder Singh of
Punjab, or would they rather consign him to the
Margdarshak Mandal already stacked with senior BJP
folks. Problem is, even the Mandal isn’t safe from the
prying eyes of the outside world anymore — none other
than former deputy PM and architect of the Ram Mandir
LK Advani has himself received a letter from the
venerable Election Commission asking him to prove his
credentials in the ongoing special intensive revision
exercise.
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Asian Games 2026:
Priya Ghanghas wins
bronze in women's
60kg hoxing

New Delhi. (Agency)

Sports

RANCHI | 01 October 2026 ;

Dominant start, nervy finish: Sahil, Chikitha's
perfect 10s seal Asian Games gold

Koreans therefore arrived in the final with
the weight of that performance behind
them. India, however, started without any
visible sign of being overawed.Sahil and
Chikitha were perfect through the opening

India's compound archers Sahil
Rajesh and Chikitha Taniparthi won
the Asian Games mixed team gold
medal after beating South Korea in a
shoot-off. The victory also secured
India's quota places for the Los
Angeles 2028 Olympics, where
compound archery will make its

India's Commonwealth Games 2026 gold
medallist Priya Ghanghas settled for a
bronze medal at the Asian Games in Aichi-
Nagoya on Wednesday after losing to
China's Yang Chengyu in the women's 60kg
semifinal. This is India's 55th medal at the
Asian Games 2026, having won eight golds,
21 silvers and now a 26th bronze medal has
been added to the tally.

Yang looked more aggressive in the start of
round one, while Priya launched some
counter-punches and landed a few one of
them. Halfway into the round, Priya looked
more effective and did some damage with her
combination punches. However, Yang ended
the first round with a solid punch, and judges
voted in her favour 3-2, as per ESPN.

In the second round, Priya and Yang traded
hits after the Chinese launched a flurry of
punches to start the round. Yang took the
second round 4-1. In the final round, Priya
struggled to land her punches, and Yang
maintained a solid defence. The Chinese
took the final round as well 4-1, with the
Indian settling for the bronze. To start off the
day, the Indian archery trio of Jyothi Surekha
Vennam, Chikitha Taniparthi and Prithika
Pradeep secured a sensational gold medal for
the nation, beating China in the final of the
women's compound archery team event.
Indian archers were absolutely clinical in the
title clash against China, beating them 238-
234. India maintained their lead right from
the first rotation, giving Jyothi her fourth
Asian Games gold and a first Asiad gold
medal to Chikitha and Prithika.Also, archers
Chikitha Taniparthi and Sahil Jadhav
clinched the Gold medal in the compound
mixed team event at the Asian Games 2026
after defeating South Korea in a thrilling
shoot-off on Wednesday.The gold medal win
also earned India a qualification quota for the
compound mixed team event at the Los
Angeles 2028 Olympics.

Virat Kohli show sets up India
for series win, West Indies
seek answers in Guwahati

NAGOYA. (Agency)

India will be looking to put in another
dominant showing, but Guwahati could
offer the West Indies one last chance to
push back before the series slips away.
After being blown away by Virat Kohli and
Shubman Gill in the opening ODI, the
visitors arrive at the Barsapara Cricket
Stadium with plenty of questions to
answer.For India, the mood is markedly
different. Kohli's sublime century and
Gill's fluent hundred powered them to a
comfortable eight-wicket victory in
Thiruvananthapuram, putting the hosts 1-0
up and firmly in control of the series. The
second ODI now gives them an opportunity
to finish the job while allowing several of
their key players to build further
momentum.Kohli's unbeaten 139 in the
first ODI was another reminder of his
ability to take control of a chase. He found
the boundary with remarkable ease and,
alongside Gill, ensured India were never
really in danger after West Indies posted a
competitive total. The former India captain
will have another landmark in sight in
Guwabhati. His century in the opening ODI
took his tally of international hundreds
against the West Indies to 13, level with
Sunil Gavaskar. Another hundred would
take Kohli past Gavaskar and make him the
leading century-maker against the
Caribbean side in international cricket.The
record, though, is likely to be secondary to
India's larger objective. With the series
there to be sealed, the hosts will want
another clinical performance and will be
wary of allowing West Indies back into the
contest.Rohit Sharma, meanwhile, will be
looking to get some runs under his belt. The
veteran opener made 32 in the first ODI and
gave India a rapid start before falling to
Jayden Seales.

debut.
—

New Delhi. (Agency)

India's compound archers Sahil Rajesh and
Chikitha Taniparthi secured Olympic
qualification for Los Angeles 2028 after
winning the Asian Games mixed team gold
medal on Wednesday, surviving a nervy
shoot-off against South Korea's Choi
Yonghee and Park Jungyoon.

India had looked to be cruising towards
gold after a near-perfect start, but a late

IND vs WI: Centurion Justin Greaves ruled

out of 2n

New Delhi. (Agency)

West Indies opener Justin Greaves, who
struck a sensational hundred against India
inthe 1st ODI at Thiruvananthapuram, has
been ruled out of the 2nd ODI due to a
calf injury.Greaves dominated the
proceedings against India in the
opening match of the series, taking on
the fast bowlers and giving the West
Indies a terrific start alongside John
Campbell. The pair added 135 runs in
the first 20 overs.

HOW WAS JUSTIN GREAVES
INJURED?

Greaves' cover drives were a treat to
watch as he methodically tore apart
the Indian fast-bowling attack. The batter,
however, struggled with an injury through
much of his 108-ball stay. In the first 10

Asian Games: Jyothi's redemption, Chikhitha,
Prithika's spark power golden archery start

New Delhi. (Agency)

India had a reputation to defend as they
stepped into the archery ring on
Wednesday, September 30. They were
coming into the business end of the
women's team compound
competition. They had ended South
Korea's dominance over the sport at
the Asian Games in Hangzhou last
time around.In Nagoya, they were
expected to continue their
dominance and had an interesting
lineup for the contest. Jyothi
Surekha Vennam needs no
introduction. A former national-
level swimmer, she eventually found
her calling in archery after taking up
the sport at a young age. Her
progress was rapid, and she soon
established herself among the leading
compound archers in the world.n
concludes.Her biggest breakthrough
came at the 2023 Asian Games, where she
produced a historic campaign by winning

wobble allowed South Korea to pull level at
157-157 and force a shoot-off. The Indian
pair held their nerve when it mattered most,
shooting a perfect 10-10 combination to put
the pressure back on their opponents.South
Korea could not match them. One of
their archers hita 9, handing India the
gold medal and completing a second
archery triumph of the day.The
victory also carried significance
beyond the Asian Games podium.
Compound archery will make its [#
Olympic debut at Los Angeles 2028, |

with the mixed team event among the
new events on the programme. The
Asian Games champions were
guaranteed one men's and one
women's quota place for LA28,
making the gold medal in Okazaki a
direct route to Olympic qualification
for India.India had entered the final against
a South Korean pair that had already shown
just how high the scoring could go. Earlier
in the competition, Choi and Park had
combined for a world-record score of 160,
hitting all 10s across their 16 arrows.The

two ends, hitting all eight arrows into the
10-ring to score 80 out of 80. South Korea,
by comparison, dropped two points after
shooting two 9s to finish the opening phase
on 78.The Indian pair had established a two-
point advantage and appeared to be moving
towards a comfortable victory.Sahil was

d 0Dl due to calf injury

The hot and humid weather in Kerala
made life difficult for the fast bowlers,
while Greaves also struggled to maintain
his intensity throughout his innings.

Greaves was evetually dismissed after
completing his century in the 36th over, by
none other than Kuldeep Yadav, who
helped India fight their way back into the
game. Kuldeep's 4/40 helped India
recover from a difficult start and restrict
the visitors to 295 for 7.In reply, India

overs of the match, he pulled his calf and
needed treatment from the physio."Justin
Greaves has been ruled out of the second
game of the ODI series against India after
sustaining a calf injury," Cricket West

regularly speaking to Chikitha between
shots, helping her settle and line up her
arrows as the pair tried to build on India's
strong start. The gold was also significant
for the Indian archery contingent, which
had already won a title earlier in the
day.

. But the final changed in the third
end.

Both Indian archers dropped a
point, with the pair finishing the
end on 38 out of 40. South Korea
took advantage of the opening,
maintaining their composure and
continuing to find the 10-ring with
remarkable consistency.The
margin that India had builtup began
to disappear.By the final end, the
Koreans had almost completely
erased the deficit. India needed to
hold its nerve, but another 9 left the door
open. South Korea capitalised and the
scores were level at 157-157 after 16 arrows
apiece.The final had gone from a seemingly
comfortable Indian victory to a one-end
shoot-off.

Pragyan Qjha likely to become
India's next chief selector after Ajit
Agarkar's departure

¥

New Delhi. (Agency)

dominated the chase, courtesy of
Shubman Gill and Virat Kohli, who added
151 runs between them. Gill anchored the
innings, while Kohli went on a blistering
run, helping India chase down the target in
just41.4 overs.

The second ODI of the three-match series
will be played in Guwahati on September
3

Indies said in a statement.Greaves picked
up the injury during his innings in the
opening match of the series," itadded.
IND vs WI: 2nd ODI Preview

was introduced to archery by her father,
who encouraged her to take up the sport
after reading about it in a newspaper when
she was in Class 2. She formally began
training in 2018, and what started as an
early interest soon developed into a
passion.She made her international
breakthrough in 2025 and quickly
¥ became an important part of India's
@ compound archery team. At the 2025
World Archery Youth
Championships in Winnipeg, she
won the Under-21 women's
individual gold, becoming the first
Indian woman to claim the title in the
event's history.Prithika took up
archery as a hobby in Class 5, drawn
to the sport because it was new and
exciting. What began as a
recreational activity soon grew into
aserious interest, prompting her parents to
enrol her in professional coaching from
Class 6. Their support helped her make the
transition from a school-level hobbyist to
acompetitive archer.

gold in the women's individual, women's
team and mixed team events. With three
titles in a single edition, she became the
first Indian archer to achieve the feat at the
Asian Games.But she needed redemption

after losing to 14-year-old Kang Yeon-seo
of Korea and thus, relinquishing her
compound individual crown. There was
the youthful spark from Chikhitha
Taniparthi and Prithika Pradeep.

Coming from a farming family, Chikhitha

Former India left-arm spinner Pragyan Ojha is
likely to become India's next chief selector
following Ajit Agarkar's departure, reported
PTI on Tuesday, September 29. Ojha, 39, is
currently serving as the interim head of the
four-member selection committee.

Ojha was among the four selectors who held a
lengthy discussion with India head coach
Gautam Gambhir in Guwahati on Tuesday, a
day before the second ODI against the West
Indies. Shiv Sundar Das, Ajay Ratra and RP
Singh were also part of the meeting, while
outgoing chief selector Agarkar was not
present.The meeting took place on the
sidelines of the Barsapara Stadium while the
West Indies went through their training
session. The Indian team was taking a day off
after travelling from Thiruvananthapuram to
Guwabhati.The presence of the entire selection
committee during a bilateral series is not
commonplace, with the discussion understood
to have centred on India's upcoming tour of
New Zealand and the squads that need to be
finalised for the series.

WHO IS PRAGYAN OJHA?

Ojha, who played 24 Tests for India, took
interim charge of the selection committee after
Agarkar's departure. He is now in line to take
over as the full-time chief'selector.

The selection committee has a busy period
ahead, with India scheduled to play five T20Is,
five ODIs and two Tests during their New
Zealand tour from October 22 to November
27.The selectors also need to finalise the India
A squad for a three-Test tour of New Zealand,
which begins on October 24.

The New Zealand tour will begin with a five-
match T20I series, with the opening game
scheduled in Christchurch on October 22. A
five-match ODI series will follow from
November 4, before the two-Test series begins
in Wellington on November 19.

Argentina's post-Messi era begins against
Bolivia, coach discusses future of No. 10 jersey

BUENOS AIRES. (Agency)

With the iconic No. 10 jersey unassigned,
Argentina will face its first test of the post-
Lionel Messi era when it hosts Bolivia in a
friendly on Wednesday.As the 39-year-old
legend gets set for his farewell match with
Argentina next week, coach Lionel Scaloni
is already looking toward the future.

Facing the immense challenge of replacing
Messi, the coach remained pragmatic:
“We'll find a way to play differently." “That's
what these matches are for — to
experiment," Scaloni said Tuesday ahead
the game against Bolivia at the Kempes
Stadium in Coérdoba. "That said, our core
style still revolves around controlling the
ball. From there, we'll see how we adapt."”

Scaloni has opted to field strikers Julidn
Alvarez and Lautaro Martinez together up
front — a tactical combination he had
previously avoided.Scaloni sopped short of

confirming the starting lineup, but the coach said. "The idea is for someone to
eventually take it on, given how special it is
to wear. We just haven't decided who yet."

announced the end of his

Argentina is expected to field most of the
players who featured in the World Cup final
against Spain.Anticipate changes include Messi
Agustin Giay starting at right-back, — - ——
Exequiel Palacios replacing the suspended T = UL
Enzo Fernandez (following his red card in : i
the final), and Valentin Barco slottinginas a
third midfielder. Nicolas Paz, currently
playing for Italy's Como, will take on the
playmaking duties in Messi's absence. .
Will anyone wear the No. 10 [ %
jersey?Scaloni confirmed at Tuesday's |
press conference that no player will wear
No. 10 for now — Messi's jersey number
when he lifted the 2022 World Cup trophy
and throughout most of his 207 appearances
for Argentina.

international career in late August. In his
Messi's farewell match is Oct. 6 against final World Cup — the sixth of his career
Benin in Buenos Aires."We aren't obligated —he played eight matches and scored eight
to assign it for these matches, so we won't goals. He concludes his national team career
give it to anyone until Leo's farewell game," as Argentina's all-time leading scorer with

'
iy N LA
__"--"‘-c_"f! hinted he might step down

125 goals, 21 of which came in World Cup
tournaments.

Scaloni set to continue

Scaloni is close to renewing his contract,
which is set to expire on Dec. 31.
"The important thing is that the
desire is there," the coach said. "I
had to step back, re-evaluate, and
4 look closely at the sporting side
alongside the financial aspects. |
needed to analyze what lies ahead.
In the end, we're excited about the
| future, and that shared enthusiasm
paved the way toward an
| agreement."Scaloni had previously

following the World Cup final
defeat on July 19. However, he recently met
with Argentine Football Association
president Claudio Tapia to negotiate an
extension through the 2030 World Cup,
which Argentina will co-host.
-
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‘Samay Raina, Sorry’: Why Farah
Khan Suddenly Apologised To
Comedian In Saba Ibrahim’s Vlog

Nora

Fatehi

Is Back As Ayesha! Begins
Shooting For The Royals Season 2
With Ishaan Khatter

I \or Nora Fatehi, it’s back to the sets of The Royals. The actress has

begun filming the second season of the Netflix series, and her

latest social media update has offered fans a glimpse of what she’s
been up to.In the new picture, Nora is seen posing with Ishaan Khatter,
who is also returning for the next chapter.

Nora will reprise her role as Ayesha Dhondi in Season 2 after appearing
in the first installment. Her return comes as the series moves ahead with
a new storyline, with the makers reportedly shifting some of the focus
towards the royal family and its dynamics.According to a Mid-Day
report, Bhumi Pednekar, who played the female lead alongside Ishaan
in the first season, will not be returning for the second installment.
Bhumi was expected to continue with the show after Season 1 ended
and the series was renewed, but the report states that she has now exited
the project.

The upcoming season is also expected to move away from being
primarily centred on
Ishaan’s romantic life. A
source quoted by Mid-
Day explained that the
family became one of
the elements that
connected with viewers.

“When you do a romance,
it is the story that leads.
When the show came
out, what resonated
[with the audience] was the family—Ishaan [Khatter], Sakshi
[Tanwar], Zeenat, and the world of The Royals—which feels different.
We left season one at an unresolved romance. There was no decision to
carry it forward. There was no fight with Bhumi. The makers are
simply letting the story lead forward organically in the second season,"

i theinsidertold Mid-Day.

Bhumi had earlier spoken about the criticism she received following the
first season and how deeply it affected her. In an interview with Mid-
Day, she said, “The noise became so loud that I couldn’t hear my own
creative voice anymore. When you are told every day that you don’t
look like yourself, it starts to seep in. I felt numb," Bhumi said.The
actress is also reportedly concentrating on other projects following her
exit from The Royals.

Meanwhile, Nora is stepping into Season 2 at a busy point in her career.
She has had a packed 2026 so far, including her association with the
FIFA World Cup 2026 and a string of music releases.

-—q-----_._ - —
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lslla Malviya

Makes Bollywood Debut With Gurmeet
Choudhary In Tum Mere Ho

Isha Malviya has shared the first look of her  withit.

upcoming film Tum Mere Ho, giving fans a For Isha, Tum Mere Ho marks her first big-screen
role. She has already become a familiar face
through music videos and television appearances
and has built a strong following
online. h
* She first gained popularity with 2
Sanju Rathod’s Shaky, which Za
featured her. She was later seen in ;
Justin Bieber alongside Elvish
Yadav and then appeared with “"
Abhishek Malhan in Jubin S
Nautiyal’s Zor Ki Barsaat Hui.
Now, Isha is moving from music g
videos to a lead role in a
Bollywood film. In Tum Mere
Ho, she will be paired opposite
Gurmeet Choudhary, with the
first-look posters showing the
two in aromantic setting.
The film also gives Isha a chance to
be seen in a different avatar. She
appears in a softer and more romantic look in the
posters, which is a change from the kind of
appearances audiences have seen from her
previously. While the makers have not revealed |
much about the story yet, the first look suggests that )\
romance and emotions will play a major role in the

glimpse of what she will be seen doing next. The
actress will be making her Bollywood debut with

the romantic drama, which also stars Gurmeet
Choudhary.The first-look posters feature Isha and
Gurmeet together and give the film a romantic and
emotional feel. One of the posters also carries the
line, “Sometimes falling is the easy part. What
comes next is the story," hinting that the film will
focus on a relationship and everything that comes  film. 4
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with plenty of food, celebrity

conversations and, of course, her
trademark humour. Her latest vlog with Saba
Ibrahim and her husband Khalid Niaz had all
three, but one particular moment involving
comedian Samay Raina caught everyone’s
attention.

I Yarah Khan’s YouTube vlogs often come

While chatting about Farah’s journey on

YouTube, Saba and Khalid had plenty of praise
for the filmmaker-turned-content creator.
Khalid went a step further when he shared his
own take on where Farah stands among
YouTubers.

Khalid told Farah, “Mujhe lagta hai No. 1

YouTuber hain." Farah was quick to disagree
and replied, “Nahi, nahi." She then turned
towards the camera and jokingly said, “Samay
Raina, sorry."

The unexpected apology left Saba and Khalid

laughing. They also clarified that they were not
actually discussing Samay. Farah, meanwhile,
continued the joke by pointing out that there are
several other big names in the YouTube space.
She added, “Arey Sourav Joshi, bade bade
YouTubers hain."

The conversation began when Saba spoke about

Farah’s videos and the effort she puts into
making them. Praising her cooking and the way
she feeds her guests, Saba said, “Aapki mehnat,
aap itne pyaar se banate ho na, woh log bahut
pasand karte hain." She also highlighted the
lighter side of Farah’s vlogs, saying, “Mam ke
video mein fun bhi hota hai, comedy bhi..."

Saba later made it clear that her praise was

specifically about Farah’s family-oriented
content. Farah agreed with her and
acknowledged that she has been doing well
with that kind of content on YouTube.Farah’s
association with Samay Raina goes back to
India’s Got Latent. The filmmaker was part of
an unreleased episode of the comedy show
along with Uorfi Javed, Tanmay Bhat and
KRSNA. Footage from the episode later
surfaced online, showing Samay touching
Farah’s feet as a mark of respect. Farah
responded to the gesture in her usual playful
fashion.

Anil Kapoor Regrets Missing
Daughter Rhea Kapoor’s Birth: ‘Still
an’t Forgive Myself ’

nil Kapoor has spent decades being
associated with relentless energy and an

almost obsessive work ethic, but the actor
recently admitted that one professional
commitment left him with a regret he still
carries. While interacting with a contestant on
his new quiz-based reality show, India Ke Top 1
Percent, Anil recalled missing the birth of his
younger daughter, Rhea Kapoor, because he was
caught up with work.The veteran actor said the
episode changed the way he looks at the idea of
working “for the family", because earning for
loved ones, according to him, cannot replace
actually being present for them.

Anil Kapoor Says Family Needs Time, Not Just

Hard Work

During his conversation with a contestant, Anil

reflected on how people often justify long
working hours by saying they are doing it for
their families. He admitted that he too is still
learning that making time for family is equally
important.

“Many people say that they work for their

families, but I am also learning now how
important it is to give time to your family," Anil
said.The actor then brought up his sons-in-law
and appreciated the way they manage to balance
their careers with personal responsibilities. That
conversation led him to one of the most personal
memories from his own life, the day Rhea was
born.

‘I Reached The Hospital Late’
Anil revealed that when Rhea was born, he failed

to reach the hospital in time. He had been
working through the night and eventually fell
asleep after the shoot.“When I was your age and
Rhea was born, I reached the hospital late. I have
still not been able to forgive myself for that," he
shared.He went on to explain exactly how it
happened. “Rhea had already been delivered by
the time [ reached there.
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Supreme Court
allows forensic
audit in Fortis case

New Delhi, Agency :
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday upheld a Delhi
HC order directing foren-
sic audit of dissipation of
shares of Fortis Healthcare
Ltd (FHL) and Fortis
Healthcare Holdings Pvt
Ltd (FHHPL) through 17
banks and financial institu-
tions allegedly to frustrate
execution of a decade-old
Rs 5,300 crore foreign
decree by Daiichi Sankyo
against brothers Malvinder
and Shivinder Singh.

Brushing aside a chal-
lenge to the forensic audit
order of the HC by senior
advocate Shyam Divan,
appearing on behalf of Yes
Bank and Axis Bank, a
bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana
clarified the forensic audit
would not be a roving
inquiry against the banks
or FIIs but will focus on
the transaction of shares of
FHL and FHHPL.

The bench also chided
Daiichi for giving up its
plea for forensic audit of
the dissipation of shares in
the two companies, which
was a major window for
the banks to argue that HC
could not have passed the
order for forensic audit
when decree holder had
given up that plea.

Daiichi counsel Arvind
Datar told the court that
the foreign decree, upheld
by SC, had not been imple-
mented for a decade and
the plea giving up forensic
audit was made due to
frustration over the long
lapse of time in executing
the decree in India.

Clarify if you trust
results of polls which
you won: BJP to Cong

New Delhi, Agency:
BJP on Tuesday accused
Congress of duplicity for
selectively targeting the
Election Commission over
unfavourable electoral
results and trying to under-
mine India's electoral sys-
tem after failing to win
public support within the
current democratic frame-
work.

BJP's Smriti Irani said
Congress should clarify
whether it also distrusted
EC results in Keralam,
Karnataka, Telangana and
Himachal Pradesh, where
they are in office, and
Jharkhand, where JMM-
Congress is in government.

As Congress continued
attacking CEC Gyanesh
Kumar over the SIR and
demanded its suspension,
Irani asked why it wanted
deceased people and dupli-
cate names retained on poll
rolls. She said the EC had
rebutted every allegation,
but Congress "continues
spreading falsehood".

BJP spokesperson
Siddharth Yadav accused
Congress of a U-turn, say-
ing it had earlier raised
concerns about duplicate
and deceased voters in
Andhra, Rajasthan and
Keralam. "Now that those
names have been deleted,
they are doing politics of
convenience for its own
political benefits."

National
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NIA arrests 13 in JMB-linked terror con-
spiracy case afte searches across 3 states

New Delhi, Agency :
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday
arrested 13 persons in the
wake of searches conducted
at 16 locations across
Assam, West Bengal and
Kerala in the case relating
to terror conspiracy by an
offshoot of the proscribed
terror outfit Jamaat ul
Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB). While 8 arrests
were made from Assam,
four were in West Bengal
and one in Kerala. Digital
devices including mobile
phones, pen drives and
memory cards were seized
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from possession of the
arrested accused.

The case originates from
the arrest of 11 accused per-
sons by Assam Police on
December 28, 2025, from

P
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various districts of Assam,
West Bengal and Tripura.
The case, initially regis-
tered on Dec 30, 2025
against 35 accused, relates
to an online radicalisation

module operated through
the "Purva Akash"
Telegram group by
Bangladesh-based handlers
of IMK. These 11 accused
were chargesheeted on June
25 this year and are current-
ly in judicial custody.

NIA, after taking over
the case, filed a chargesheet
against these 11 accused
persons under various sec-
tions of the BNS, 2023, and
the UA (P) Act, before the
NIA Special Court in
Guwahati, Assam.

NIA's investigation has
revealed active involve-
ment of the accused in the

conspiracy of  Imam
Mahmuder Kafila (IMK), a
manifestation of JMB, to
expand the terror outfit's
ideology in West Bengal
and the north-eastern states
of India. The conspiracy
involved promotion of the
terrorist organisation's
extremist agenda, radicali-
sation of vulnerable youth,
and expansion of the out-
fit's network in India.
Investigations by the
anti-terror agency showed
that JMB's senior member
Imam Mahmud Habibullah
had established IMK to
promote the banned outfit's

NCERT text spotlights resistance in
medieval Indla hlstory for Class IX

New Delhi, Agency: NCERT's
new Class IX social science text-
book puts those who resisted con-
quest at the centre of medieval
for
instance, Queen Naiki Devi's defeat
of Muhammad Ghuri in 1178 near
Mount Abu. The account also
acknowledges cooperation across
within a wider curricular
shift connecting India's traditions
with contemporary governance and
lessons in taxation, insurance and

India's story, recounting,

faiths,

entrepreneurship.

The new six-chapter Part 2 of
"Understanding Society: India and
Beyond" covers history, geography,

political science and economics.

continues an overhaul of the earlier
syllabus in which class IX history

In a first, government admits in SC problem FCRA bill 1mprovement on existing law,
of exorbitant pricing of drugs, promlses fix |

New Delhi, Agency: With
Supreme Court toughening its
stand against poor patients being
forced to pay exorbitant prices
for medicines, govt on Tuesday
admitted that there was a prob-
lem and assured the court it
would make efforts to address it.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta said
there was no rationale for con-
trolling the price of a few sched-
uled medicines and allowing the
rest to be sold at inflated prices as
all medicines are essential. It
suggested a uniform rule limiting
the MRP to not more than 16%
above the price to the retailer
(PTR). SG Tushar Mehta told SC
that he had discussed the issue
with official concerned. Govt
was not taking an adversarial

rity. It follows the

Education 2023.
It and "Life on Earth".

"Resistance
(1000-1700 CE)"

stand on it, he said, seeking time
for further consultations to find a

solution.

equities...
and then respond,” he said.

The court said taxpayers'
money was also wasted because
of exorbitant medicine prices as
corporate hospitals obtain full
inflated
MRPs when patients undergo
treatment under govt-sponsored
welfare schemes, with the money
being paid from the exchequer.

reimbursement  for

Karnataka challenges high court order
for SIT probe into KPSC job 'scams'’

New Delhi, Agency: At a
time when Congress is backing
students' agitation seeking
transparency in public examina-
tions and accountability from
the authorities, the Karnataka
government has moved the
Supreme Court, challenging the
HC's Sept 21 decision to order
an SIT probe into two tainted
recruitment tests conducted by
the Karnataka Public Service
Commission (KPSC).

HC had constituted an SIT to
probe the recruitment of 50
industrial extension officers,
which saw the daughter of the
KPSC chairman being selected
in the results declared on June
10. This led to the governor sus-
pending the KPSC chairman. In
the recruitment of 400 veteri-
nary officers, final selection
results for which were declared
on July 13, it was alleged that
bribes of up to Rs 80 lakh were
demanded by middlemen to
provide  candidates  with
answers, along with a promise
to tamper with OMR sheets to
ensure selection.

Appearing for the DK
Shivakumar government, senior
advocate Sidharth Luthra told a
bench of CJI Surya Kant and
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opened with the French Revolution,
while economics focused on village
production, poverty and food secu-

National
Curriculum Framework for School
Its geography
chapters cover "Oceans and Life"

and Resilience
foregrounds

"We will have to find a
way out. Some way that balances
let me sit with officers

Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana that a "de novo" probe
by the SIT may invalidate criti-
cal evidence - seized original
OMR sheets, recovered digital
devices, money in frozen bank
accounts and arrest of conspira-
tors - already collected by the
state CID.

Seeking a stay on the HC
order and continuance of inves-
tigations by CID, the state said
the HC directive "will jeopar-
dise ongoing custody and bail
proceedings. The CID has
already arrested key figures,
including Gyanendra Kumar,
TIAS (former KPSC controller of
examinations), and Basavaraj
Kannale (a key middleman who
was detained at Delhi airport
while attempting to flee the
country)". The state also ques-
tioned the high court for direct-
ly selecting police officers for
the SIT without consulting
them.

Maharana
Lachit

Chowta's

eration".

the single-most

Foreign

fact,
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committee
which

joint
Parliament,

Pratap's
Borphukan's
Saraighat and Sikh opposition to
Mughal persecution. Rani Abbakka
resistance
Portuguese extends the account
beyond confrontations with Muslim
rulers. It examines temple destruc-
tion and restoration, alongside the
role of trade and Bhakti traditions in
sustaining communities.

The emphasis on resistance
comes with qualifications. Akbar's
later rule is described as relatively
inclusive; Sufism receives atten-
tion, while Muslim poets Raskhan
and Rahim feature among Bhakti
contributors. The chapter describes
a period of "both conflict and coop-

New Delhi, Agency: H
The vesting of assets is
con-
tentious provision in the
Contribution
(Regulation)
Amendment Bill but the
law ministry on Tuesday
said the proposal was, in
improvement
upon the existing law as
its structured framework
enhanced legal certainty,
administrative efficien-
cy and accountability in
managing foreign-fund-

The current law pro-
vides for vesting of
assets but does not spec-
ify the nature, duration
and finality of such vest-
ing, the ministry told a
of
is

agenda on Indian soil.

It further revealed that
the accused had conspired
to scale up the presence of
IMK/JMB in India through
clandestine meetings, reli-
gious indoctrination pro-
grammes, circulation of
extremist literature, and
use of digital platforms for
anti-India  propaganda.
They were promoting alle-
giance to the leadership of
IMK/JMB, NIA said on
Tuesday. As many as 10
accused in the case,
including 9 Bangladeshis
and one Indian, remain
absconding.

resistance,
victory at

seeking

to the

forward

Srinagar, Agency: A day
after the Jammu & Kashmir
assembly passed a resolution

hood with a reference to
autonomy, leader of opposi-
tion Sunil Sharma said the
move would strain Centre-
J&K relations and urged chief
secretary Atal Dulloo not to

Union govt. The BJP member
also demanded speaker Abdul
Rahim Rather's resignation
and claimed that Union home
minister Amit
unhappy about the resolution.

"Already the chief secre-
tary and the law secretary
gave their opinion to the

BJP asks chief secy to 'throw
away' statehood resolution, says
it will strain Centre-J &K ties

restoration of state-

the resolution to the

Shah was

assembly that they cannot
discuss the resolution as the
issue is sub judice. Their
communication to the assem-
bly secretariat ahead of the
resolution is an indication
that the resolution is anti-
Constitution. We expect the
chief secretary not to forward
the resolution to the Centre
and throw it away,"

Sharma

the bill,

examining
adding that it led to an

open-ended custodial
arrangement and admin-
istrative difficulties in
managing assets,
sources said.

The ministry was
represented by legisla-
tive secretary Rajiv
Mani at the meeting
where State Bank of
India, the only bank des-
ignated to receive for-
eign contributions at its
New Delhi main branch,
supported the bill's
objectives but made a
host of suggestions,

flagged concerns and
= clarity,
including on how to
handle an organisation's
accounts and deposits
when its permission to
receive foreign dona-

sought more

tions ends.

MPs from opposition
parties and BJP clashed
over provisions of the
bill with two DMK MPs,
A Raja and P Wilson,
dubbing the bill viola-
tive of Article 300(A),
which says no one will
be deprived of their
property save by the
authority of law. They
argued that the Supreme
Court has in its rulings
explained the ground on
which the govt can seize
the
FCRA bill was violative

properties  and

says government

of this. BIJP MP
Nishikant Dubey said
laws overseeing trusts
and societies had similar
provisions for seizure of
assets.

Turning to alleged
misuse of foreign money
for conversion, he said
this allowed a person
converted to a minority
religion to enjoy twin
quota benefits in some
cases, which violated the
right to equality. A team
of senior SBI officials
led by its chairperson C
S Setty said while the
bill provided for govt
control of foreign contri-
butions and assets in
such cases, it left the
detailed banking proce-
dure to be prescribed in
rules, sources said.

murs,

Intending to

Congress should try to spread the

stress  that

'If appeased, Nitish wouldn't have defected', says Digvijay Singh

New Delhi, Agency : Congress
veteran Digvijaya Singh Tuesday
told CWC that the political land-
scape would have been different if
Nitish Kumar had been accommo-
dated in 2023, referring to the JDU
chief's then aspiration of becoming
the convener of opposition INDIA
bloc for Lok Sabha polls.

opposition umbrella as BJP and
RSS are on a weak footing, his
argument was that if appeased,
Kumar would not have defected to
the BJP camp.

As the remark triggered mur-
members led by Kharge
rebutted the claim saying Kumar
was never interested.

Budgam encounter: Army Kkills LeT ter-
rorist in flerce gunfight in Yousmarg;

New Delhi, Agency :
The Army on Tuesday
killed a Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) terrorist during an
encounter in the higher
reaches of central
Kashmir's Budgam dis-
trict, security officials
said. The encounter took
place in the Korag area of
Yousmarg after security
forces launched a joint
search operation based on

specific intelligence
inputs.
The operation was

conducted by the Army,
Jammu and Kashmir
Police and CRPF
Srinagar. The forces were

searching the general area
of Korag when troops
noticed suspicious activi-
ty. The troops challenged
the suspected terrorists.
The terrorists responded
by opening fire. Security

forces then retaliated,
leading to a fierce
exchange of gunfire.

One terrorist was

killed in the exchange.
The Army identified
him as a member of the

banned Lashkar-e-
Taiba.
Operation still

under way: The secu-
rity forces continued
their operation in the
area after the terrorist
was neutralised. Searches
were being conducted in
the surrounding areas to
check for any other terror-
ists.

In a post on X, the
Army's Chinar Corps
said, "Based on specific
intelligence input, a joint
search operation was

B T T S S I O @

launched by the Army,
J&K Police and CRPF
Srinagar in the general
area of Korag, Yousmarg.
"Vigilant troops
observed suspicious
activity, and upon being
challenged, terrorists
opened fire, prompting a
fierce exchange of gunfire
in which one terrorist was
neutralised. Operation is
in progress." Based on
specific intelligence
input, a Joint Search
Operation was launched
by #IndianArmy,
@JmuKmrPolice and
@crpf_srinagar in general
area Korag, Yousmarg.
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National Voluntary
Blood Donation Day,
observed on October 1,
serves as a reminder that
one of the simplest acts of
community service can
become a lifeline for
another person.

Blood is among the
most essential resources in
modern healthcare, yet it
cannot be manufactured in
a laboratory or produced
by machines.

Hospitals depend
on people willing to donate
it. Every day, blood and its
components are needed for
accident victims, patients
undergoing major surger-
ies, women facing compli-
cations during childbirth,
children with  severe
anaemia and people living
with blood disorders that
require repeated transfu-
sions. Behind every unit of
blood is therefore a human
decision to help someone
who may never even be
known to the donor.

National Voluntary
Blood Donation Day pro-
vides an opportunity to
look beyond the idea of
donation as an emergency
response and recognise it
as a continuing responsi-
bility within society.

A stable blood supply can-
not be built only when a
crisis occurs. It requires
regular, voluntary and
unpaid donors who come
forward throughout the
year.

From emergency
need to regular commu-

nity service

Blood requirements are
unpredictable. A hospital
may suddenly receive sev-
eral accident victims, while
at the same time patients
already undergoing treat-
ment may require transfu-
sions. Surgical procedures,
cancer treatment, organ
transplantation and other
medical interventions can
also create substantial
demand.

This makes regular vol-
untary donation particular-
ly important. When people
donate only after a relative
or friend needs blood, hos-
pitals can face difficulties
maintaining adequate sup-
plies of every blood group.
A culture of voluntary
donation, on the other
hand, creates a wider com-
munity pool that can sup-
port patients when emer-
gencies arise.

The significance
becomes even greater for
people who require repeat-
ed transfusions. Patients
with conditions such as

thalassemia may depend
on regular blood transfu-
sions for years. For them,
blood donation is not sim-
ply an occasional emer-
gency service; it is part of
the support system that
allows them to continue
treatment and lead their
lives.

One donation, differ-

ent forms of help

The value of donated
blood does not end with the
collection of a single unit.
Modern blood banking
allows donated blood to be
separated into different
components, such as red
blood cells, plasma and
platelets. Depending on
medical requirements,
these components can help
different patients.

Red blood cells are
commonly required for
people who have lost sig-
nificant amounts of blood
or have certain forms of
anaemia.

Platelets are par-

ticularly important for

Every Drop Counts: Why Voluntary Blood
Donation Remains a Lifeline for India

some patients undergoing
intensive medical treat-
ment, while plasma has
several clinical uses.

This component-based
approach means that a sin-
gle donation can potential-
ly contribute to the treat-
ment of more than one
patient. It also demon-
strates why maintaining
organised blood collection,
testing, storage and distri-
bution systems is essential.

The myths that keep
potential donors away

Despite ~ widespread
awareness campaigns, mis-
conceptions continue to
discourage some healthy
people from donating
blood.

Some fear that
donation will permanently
weaken the body. Others
worry about excessive
blood loss, pain or the pos-
sibility of  becoming
dependent on supplements.

For eligible donors,
however, blood donation is
a regulated medical proce-
dure carried out with
screening and safety proto-
cols.

Before donation, basic
health  information is
assessed to determine

whether the person is suit-
able to donate. The proce-
dure itself is supervised by
trained healthcare person-
nel. Another common mis-
conception is that only peo-
ple with rare blood groups
are valuable donors. In
reality, hospitals need all
commonly occurring blood

groups as well.
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From Indian Farms to Glohal Cups
The Changing Story of Indian Coffee
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Beyond the Spinning Wheel
How Non-Violence Remains Relevant Today

As India prepares to observe Gandhi
Jayanti on October 2, the idea of non-
violence invites a wider reflection on
how societies deal with disagreement,
conflict and social change.

Every year, October 2 brings renewed
attention to Mahatma Gandhi and his
role in India's freedom movement.
Gandhi's birth anniversary is also
observed as the International Day of
Non-Violence, placing one of the central
ideas associated with his public life in a
wider global context.

Non-violence, however, is often
understood too narrowly as simply
avoiding physical violence. Gandhi's
approach connected it with truth, self-
discipline, persuasion, public participa-
tion and resistance to injustice without
deliberately inflicting physical harm.

More than seven decades after India's
independence, the idea continues to
appear in discussions about social move-
ments, community relations, civic
responsibility and conflict resolution.

Non-violence as a method of
resistance

Gandhi's political campaigns in India
used non-violent action as a method of
challenging colonial authority.
Movements such as the Non-
Cooperation Movement, the Salt March
and the Quit India Movement became

major chapters in the country's freedom
struggle.

The underlying principle was that
political resistance did not necessarily
require armed confrontation. Through
boycotts, marches, civil disobedience
and other forms of collective action, peo-
ple could challenge established authority
while attempting to avoid physical vio-
lence.

This approach required discipline. A
mass movement could quickly become
difficult to control, particularly when
participants faced repression or provoca-
tion. Gandhi repeatedly emphasised the
importance of self-restraint among par-
ticipants.

Whether one agrees with every aspect
of Gandhi's philosophy or not, the histor-
ical experience demonstrated that organ-
ised public participation could become a
powerful instrument of political action
without being based on armed struggle.

From freedom movement to pub-
lic life

The meaning of non-violence does
not end with political movements.

In everyday life, disagreements
occur within families, workplaces,
neighbourhoods and institutions.
People can disagree over money, prop-
erty, personal decisions, political views
or social issues.
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India’s coffee story is|no longer limit-
:ed to plantations in the hjlls of the south.
:From traditional filter coffee to specialty
.cafes and premium beans, the country’s
icoffee culture is changing while growers
:face a new set of challenges.
¢ For generations, coffee has been
:closely associated with the green hills of
:southern India. The plantations of
:Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu have
ssupplied beans to domestic consumers as
:well as international markets, creating
{livelihoods for thousands of farming fam-
!ilies and workers.
¢ But India's relationship with coffee is
:changing. A drink once strongly associat-
:ed with traditional South Indian house-
:holds has increasingly become part of an
sexpanding café culture. Young consumers
sare experimenting with different brewing
:methods, origins and flavours, while
'Indran coffee producers are recervmg
greater attention for specialty and premi-
;um varieties.
¢ Behind this changing cup, however,
:lies a complex agricultural story involv-
ting farmers, weather, labour, prices, pro-
scessing and global demand.
A crop shaped by geography

Coffee requires particular climatic
:conditions, and India's major growing
'reglons benefit from the combination of
:altitude, rainfall and shaded plantation
senvironments.
¢ Karnataka remains the country's
‘largest coffee-producing state, while
:Kerala and Tamil Nadu are also important
:producers. Coffee is also cultivated in
:smaller quantities in other parts of the
.country
:  Two principal varieties dominate
:Indian cultivation: Arabica and Robusta.
:Arabica is generally associated with a
:more delicate flavour profile, while
‘Robusta is known for its stronger charac-
ster and is widely used in blends and
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instant coffee.

The conditions under which coffee is:
grown influence the characteristics of the:
final bean. Soil, altitude, rainfall, shade,:
processing methods and harvesting prac-:
tices can all affect quality. :

This is one reason why specialty cof-:
fee has created new opportunities for pro-:
ducers who can distinguish their beans:
through origin, cultivation and process-:
ing.
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From plantation to cup
The journey from a coffee plantation:
to a morning cup involves Considerably'
more work than the final beverage sug—-
gests. :
Coffee cherries must be harvested,.
processed and dried before the beans can:
be graded, roasted and packaged.:
Depending on the method used, process-:
ing can influence the flavour and quahty.
of the coffee. .
For farmers, however, producing:
good-quality beans is only one part of the:
challenge. :
They must also manage labour:
costs, weather risks, pests, plant diseases:
and market fluctuations.
Small growers can be particularly vul-:
nerable to changes in prices because their:
production scale may be limited. A poor:
harvest or unexpected weather event can:
affect household income significantly.  :
This makes productivity, quality:
improvement and access to markets:
important issues for the future of Indian:
coffee farming.
Climate change and plantation
challenges
Coffee cultivation depends heavily on:
weather, making climate variability a:
major concern for growers. :
Changes in rainfall patterns, tempera-:
ture fluctuations and extreme weather:
events can influence flowering, fruit:
development and harvesting.
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As families and com-
munities change, India’s
growing elderly popula-

tion is bringing new
questions about health-
care, financial security,
companionship and dig-
nity in later life.

India is often
described as a young
country, but another

demographic transforma-
tion is quietly taking place
alongside its large work-
ing-age and youth popula-
tion. The number of older
people is increasing, and
this change is beginning
to influence families,
healthcare systems, hous-
ing, employment, trans-
port and social relation-
ships.

The International Day
of Older Persons,
observed on October 1,
provides an opportunity to
look at ageing not simply
as a personal or family
matter, but as an impor-
tant social issue. Growing
older is a natural part of
life, yet the experience of
ageing can vary greatly
depending on health,
income, family support
and the environment in
which a person lives.

India’s A!]BIII!I SOGIBW Who Will care fﬂl‘ IIIB Elllﬂl’“'a

For many  older
Indians, the traditional
family remains an impor-
tant source of emotional
and practical support. But
migration for education
and employment, smaller
households and changing
lifestyles are gradually
altering the way families
live together.

When the joint fam-
ily changes

For generations, many
Indian families depended
on multigenerational
households in  which
grandparents, parents and
children lived together.
Such arrangements often
allowed older family
members to remain close-
ly connected to their chil-

dren and grandchildren
while also contributing to
household life.

Urbanisation and
migration have changed
this pattern for many fam-
ilies. Children may move
from smaller towns to
metropolitan cities or
abroad for employment.
Couples may establish
households away from
their parents.

In such circum-
stances, older parents can
find themselves living
alone or depending on
periodic visits and tele-
phone conversations.

Living independently
is not necessarily a nega-
tive experience. Many
older people lead active

and fulfilling lives, pursue
hobbies, travel, volunteer
and remain involved in
their communities.

The  challenge
arises when independence
is accompanied by isola-
tion, poor health or a lack
of reliable support.

This makes the ques-
tion of elderly care
increasingly important.

Healthcare becomes
a long-term concern

Ageing often brings
greater healthcare require-
ments. Regular medical
check-ups, medicines,
mobility assistance, vision
and hearing care and treat-
ment for chronic condi-
tions can become part of
everyday life.

As smartphones,

rapidly changing
environment.

through digital platforms.
For younger

digital pay-
ments and online services become
part of everyday life, India's older
citizens are having to navigate a
technological

A bank visit that once required a
short walk to a branch can now
begin with a smartphone. A doctor's
appointment can be booked through
an application, utility bills can be
paid online and government servic-
es can increasingly be accessed

users,
changes may appear routine. For

these

many senior citizens, however, the
shift can require learning unfamiliar
technology at a later stage of life.
This does not mean older people
are opposed to technology. Many
senior citizens use smartphones to
speak with family members, watch

faces

The

Technology Challenge for Senior Citizens

videos, read news, make payments
and participate in social groups.
The challenge often arises when
essential services become difficult
to access without digital skills.

The problem of changing inter-

Technology changes quickly.
Applications
updates,
procedures change and new verifi-
cation systems are introduced.

Someone who has learned one
digital process may suddenly find
that the same process looks differ-
ent after an update.

receive
buttons move,

frequent
security
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