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Saved reputation of Indian pilots: PM’s

pointed message in call with hero captain
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US announces USD 24.4 bn
contract to speed up missile
production

world.(Agency)
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New York's governor removes DA in Cornell rape
allegations, appoints AG Letitia James to take over

The woman, identified only as

The Pentagon on Thursday announced the award of
a $24.4 billion contract for Raytheon to accelerate
production of SM-6 missiles as Washington works
to replace the large amount of munitions expended
during the Iran war.The missiles are "critical anti-air
and anti-surface warfare munition. This five-year
agreement, with two additional option years, will
drive faster production," the Pentagon said in a
statement.The deal "provides the defense industry
with the long-term predictability needed to expand
workforce capacity and secure critical supply
chains," the Pentagon added.President Donald
Trump has so far brushed aside questions about the
major toll taken on US munition supplies by the war
against Iran, which the United States and Israel
launched on February 28.But the Defense
Department's inspector general said last month that
"the munitions expenditure on Operation Epic Fury
has resulted in strategic inventory shortfalls and
revealed industrial base bottlenecks for munitions
resupply,” using the official name for the operation
against Iran.And a September 15 report by the
Congressional Budget Office cited the hit to missile
defense supplies that "will leave the United States
with a reduced inventory of interceptors for several
years."Raytheon confirmed in a statement
Wednesday that their SM-6 "has been successfully
fired from various US Navy ship-based platforms
and launchers on land," calling it a "combat-proven
weapon."The weapons-maker also acknowledged
increased efforts to meet demand."By continuously
investing in our operations and facilities, we are
removing constraints and boosting capacity to
ensure we deliver this critical capability our sailors
depend on," Raytheon President Phil Jasper said in
the statement.

Israeli Security Lapse That's

Key In flydubai Attack And A
UAE Contention

Tel Aviv .(Agency)

Dozens of Omani pilots have flown to Tel Aviv in
recent years on flydubai flights, despite a ban on
pilots from unfriendly states in a major security
lapse, Israel's Channel 12 has reported. The figure
reportedly emerged as part of the investigations that
were opened after an apparent attack on a flydubai
flight from Dubai, in which an Omani co-pilot
attacked the captain with alleged intentions of
harming the plane and its passengers.

The report claimed that Israeli security agency Shin
Bet was negligent in enforcing a ban on pilots from
states that lack relations with the Jewish state.
Oman, which has not signed the Abraham Accords,
does not have formal diplomatic relations with
Israel. The accords, which established diplomatic
ties between Israel and the UAE in 2020, bar pilots
from flying into Israel if their home countries don't
formally recognise the Jewish state.

According to the report, Israel has ceded oversight
of that prohibition over the years, trusting the
foreign airlines to enforce the ban. Citing the
investigation into the attack, Channel 12 reported
that the Shin Bet security service never examined the
origins of flydubai's pilots, beyond reminding the
airline about the clause. The new report has raised
questions about how flydubai's air crews were
approved for flights to Israel over the years, and in
particular crew members who hold citizenship of
countries that do not have diplomatic relations with
Israel. It was earlier reported that the attacker might
also have had dual citizenship.Israel is now trying to
understand how the approval was given to those
pilots, what details were provided in advance about
the identities of the crew members, and whether
their Omani citizenship was known to the parties
that approved the flights.

The Negligence

Israel's Transportation Ministry has said in a
statement to Channel 12 that the Shin Bet never
issued a specific warning regarding threats from
flydubai, beyond asking for increased baggage
checks.

Jane Doe in court documents,
reported the alleged assault to
campus police in November of
2024, then discussed it with the
university’s internal
investigators as part of
Cornell's disciplinary process.

ITHACA,N.Y.(Agency)

New York’s governor appointed a special

order appointing the office of New York
Attorney General Letitia James as the
special prosecutor to oversee the
investigation, which had initially been
closed without charges in 2024.

The woman's allegations got a rush of
new attention when she filed a civil
lawsuit last month. Tompkins
County District Attorney Matthew
Van Houten reopened the
investigation Monday, but has been
battered by criticism that he'd
abandoned the original investigation
too quickly.

“Newly released information
continues to raise serious questions
about the investigation conducted by
the Cornell Police Department and

District Attorney’s ability to effectively
investigate and prosecute the case at this
time."Hochul said the attorney general
would oversee the investigation and, if

prosecutor Thursday to oversee an
investigation into a woman’s allegations
that she was gang raped at a Cornell
University fraternity house, saying she
had lost faith in the local district attorney’s
ability to handle the case.Gov. Kathy
Hochul said she had signed an executive

the decision by the Tompkins County
District Attorney not to prosecute an
alleged sexual assault on Cornell
University’s campus in October 2024,”
Hochul said.“This has, in turn, undercut
my faith, and the public’s faith, in the

Putin says Modi has 'very good ideas' for
mutually acceptable Ukraine peace deal

Dubai. (Agency)

Russian President Vladimir Putin has
said Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has "very good ideas" for finding a
mutually acceptable solution to
the Ukraine conflict and raises the
issue at every meeting between the
two leaders.Putin made the
remarks on Thursday while
addressing the annual meeting of
the Valdai International
Discussion Club, according to
state-run TASS news agency.“As
for Prime Minister Modi’s
position on ending wars, I can say g
that he is one of those world
leaders who, despite our very
good, even friendly relations,
including at the personal level,
constantly raises the issue and asks
questions about ending the conflict in
Ukraine," Putin said.he Russian
president said Modi "brings up these
matters at every meeting we have and

takes a keen interest in them"."He has
very good ideas aimed at finding
mutually acceptable solutions," Putin
added.

The remarks came days after Putin
and Modi held talks on the sidelines
of the BRICS summit in New Delhi
last month. During the meeting, Putin
briefed Modi on the situation in
Ukraine and ongoing peace

initiatives.Ahead of the summit,
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov had said Russia would
welcome India's efforts to help end
the conflict, noting that
Moscow's approach was
aligned with New Delhi's
emphasis on dialogue and
diplomacy.Putin also praised
India's cultural diversity and
unity during his address on
Wednesday. “India cannot fail
to amaze with its scale and
diversity," he said."Few people
know this, but Mr. Modi told me
that of the 1.5 billion people,
600 million Indians speak their
native language, Hindi, while
most speak their own
languages, and they all live together
amazing," he said.

“There is something unique about
Indian culture that can certainly serve
as an example of how diversity and
unity can coexist.

Two major Kyiv bridges shut after Russian drone strikes

ITHACA,N.Y.(Agency)

--Traffic was halted across one of
Kyiv's main bridges and restricted at
a second one on Friday after Russian
drone strikes on the Ukrainian
capital, the authorities said.

Mayor Vitali Klitschko said the
Southern Bridge, which connects
the east and west of Kyiv over the
Dnipro river, was "completely
closed" to traffic in both directions.
The Paton Bridge, further north, was
only open one way, he added, but
there were no reports that it had been
hit.

Russian drones struck the support
structures of the Southern Bridge on
Thursday. The crossing was
temporarily closed while a structural
assessment was made.It reopened to
traffic and Metro train services soon
afterwards but on Thursday night,
Klitschko said it had been hit again.
Ukraine has feared an attack on its
major transportation bridges since
the start of Russia's full-scale
invasion in February 2022.

Elon Musk Says "Instagram Is For
Girls" In Reply To Post About Deleting

App, Sparks Debate Online

world.(Agency)

Elon Musk has sparked debate online with a
comment about Instagram being a social
media platform for a particular gender. His

remark came in response to an X post by
user Geiger Capital, who shared his
decision to delete the platform.

X user Geiger Capital wrote, "Officially
deleted Instagram. An inherently female
app. Zero benefit."Responding to the post,
Musk wrote, "Instagram is for girls." His

® @ < < N T 3

reaction has sparked debate on social media.
Check Out The Post Here:

Musk Made Similar Statement In May
Earlier in May this year, Musk had made the
same statement about Instagram while
replying to a viral thread about social
media habits and online trends.The post
featured a discussion about how people's
online habits can reflect different phases of
their lives. While responding to the
discussion, Musk wrote, "Instagram is for
girls," and mocked men who share their
Instagram profiles with him.The thread
highlighted common Instagram trends
such as posting "thirst traps", uploading
stories throughout the day and sharing
pictures of homemade food..Later, Musk
added another comment saying that when
grown men send him their Instagram
profiles,
"transitioning or what." The post quickly
went viral, with many social media users
calling his comments sexist and offensive.

Kyiv has been increasingly under
aerial bombardment from Russian
drones and missiles in recent months,
putting the city on a near-constant
state of alert.

Emergency services said one person

was killed and at least two wounded
in a strike on a 25-storey residential
building in the Darnytsky district of
the city.The victim was found as
firefighters put out a fire caused by
the blast, they added.

warranted, present evidence to a grand
jury.“The young woman at the center of
this case deserves to know that every fact
will be examined and justice pursued,"
Hochul said. "This action will ensure that
the matter is fully and thoroughly

investigated without conflict or bias, and
handled independently with the rigor that
this matter demands.”Messages left for
Van Houten were not immediately
returned late Thursday. Hochul, James
and Van Houten are all Democrats. A
campus roiled by continued
revelationsHochul's announcement
came shortly after dozens of students
and community members spent hours
demanding transparency and
accountability from university leaders
at a forum sponsored by Cornell's
student government. The case has
roiled the Ivy League campus and
raised questions about its response and
the larger issue of how sexual assaults
are handled on college campuses.The
woman, identified only as Jane Doe in
court documents, reported the alleged
assault to campus police in November of
2024, then discussed it with the
university’s internal investigators as part
of Cornell's disciplinary process.

How Tennessee’s failed
execution of Christa Pike

unfolded, minute-by-minute
NASHVILLE, Tenn.(Agency)

Christa Pike was scheduled to be executed. But after
two injections, she kept breathing. She made snoring
sounds, she talked, she said her arm was hurting.

Pike, sentenced to die for torturing and killing 19-
year-old Colleen Slemmer in 1995, said as her
scheduled lethal injection began that she was at
peace.Strapped to a gurney around 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Pike, who was allowed to give a final
statement, said she was leaving the world with love.
“I’mready to be free,” she said. "This is a happy day.”
Leaving prison in an ambulance, not a hearsePike,
now 50, was 18 when she committed the murder and
would have been the first woman executed in
Tennessee in more than 200 years.But instead she
survived two doses of the pentobarbital meant to kill
her. She left the prison in an ambulance instead of a
hearse.The Associated Press was among those who
witnessed her failed execution. She was already
strapped to the gurney, with IV inserted in her arm,
when prison officials raised the curtain to the
execution room at 7:27 p.m.Her spiritual adviser was
standing beside the gurney near her head. He spoke to
her. They sang a song. The lyrics were not audible, but
included repeating the phrase — "I love you.” The
spiritual adviser stroked her forehead.Minutes ticked
by. She raised her head and looked around; she
smiled. Then she said her arm was hurting and asked a
prison official in the room if it was supposed to feel
that way.Ten minutes in, at 7:37 p.m., she sighed, the
IV in her arm fed from a control room adjacent to the
death chamber, separated by a ledge. At 7:41 p.m., a
rock or paper weight about the size of a golf ball was
placed on the ledge. Prison officials have not
confirmed what it means, but its placement appeared
to coincide with a direction in the protocol that says
after the drugs are administered, a five-minute
countdown begins until the curtain is closed.At 7:46
p-m., officials closed the curtain, blocking the
witnesses’ view of the death chamber. Pike’s spiritual
adviser left the chamber and sat briefly with her
attorney in the media witness room.The curtain rose
again three minutes later. The Tennessee lethal
injection protocol calls for a second round of
pentobarbital if the inmate is not deceased after the
firstround.

Anhour-plus of what sounded like snoring

Her spiritual adviser returned to the chamber and
stood beside Pike with his hands folded. Pike
appeared to begin to lose consciousness at some point
and started making a sound like snoring. She
continued to do so for the next hour, a sign that she
was alive long after she was expected to be dead.

Her head raised slightly off the gurney and turned to
the side atabout 7:56 p.m. She kept breathing.

Christa Pike is in critical condition after Tennessee’s
failed execution attempt, her lawyers say

NASHVILLE, Tenn.(Agency)

Spivey called the process cruel and torturous,
saying he was “haunted” by watching and for my daughter,” Martinez told The

he wonders if they are
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Christa Pike was

disturbing”
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in critical condition
Thursday and receiving “lifesaving care” ata
hospital, her lawyers said, a day after a failed
attempt to execute her pushed Tennessee’s
governor to halt further executions this year
and order an independent review.Pike, who
was sentenced to death for a 1995 murder,
was taken to a hospital Wednesday night
after surviving a double dose of the drug
Tennessee uses to execute prisoners.
“We don’t have a sense of her prognosis or
much update on her health at the moment,”
attorney Randy Spivey said during a news
conference. “But we know she is alive right
now.”The failed execution, which one death
penalty expert described as unprecedented,
led Republican Gov. Bill Lee to order a
review, calling what happened “deeply
and indefinitely postponing
Pike’s execution and another one that had
been scheduled for this year. It also reignited
debate over the state’s execution
procedures, including its single-drug lethal
injections.
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hearing Pike talking, singing and then
snoring loudly during her more than 90
minutes in the death chamber. Her attorneys
also said it was unclear if she might have
suffered brain damage from being deprived
of oxygen.May Martinez, whose daughter
was murdered by Pike and her boyfriend and
who traveled to Nashville to watch the

execution, was also upset.“I didn’t get justice

Associated Press on Thursday.“l watched
the whole thing. She was awake. She was
laughing. She was moving her head,
moving her feet. She was trying to sit up,”
Martinez said. “Didn’t work the first time
they gave her a shot. It didn’t work the
second time.”A prolonged attempt ends in
failurelt was not immediately clear what
went wrong. Pike’s attorneys said there
were a number of possibilities.The
execution team worked for an hour to
administer the lethal drugs, said Spivey,
who counted at least seven needles in her
leftarm.During the struggle to locate a vein,
Pike even suggested where they might find
one, he said.

“Please try here, please try here,” Spivey
recalled her saying. “She told them over and
over, please try higher on my shoulder.” At
one point Pike asked prison officials if her
arm was supposed to feel that way, though it’s
unclear if it was after the first dose entered
her body because officials don’t share that
information.
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After SIR row, EC orders drive to find

The Election
Commission has

ordered a special
drive to add left-out
and first-time voters

after the roll revision.

The move is aimed at

re-enrolling eligible

voters who were
omitted or deleted
during SIR, while also

registering first-time

and "young voters".

Delhi. (Agency)

The Election Commission has directed state
poll officials to launch a special drive to

immediately include “left-out” and new voters §
in areas where the electoral roll revision has §

been completed.

The move is aimed at re-enrolling eligible B

voters who were omitted or deleted during the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR), while also
registering first-time and “young voters”.

The decision comes amid accusations that the £
SIR exercise disenfranchised crores of eligible ¢

citizens. Data shared by the poll authority and

its state officials showed that the combined &
voters’ list of nine states and three Union £g

territories was pruned by 10.2 per cent after the
exercise, including the removal of over 60 lakh
dead voters.

The move also comes amid reports of
differences within the Commission over SIR
decisions, though the EC said all such

Police say no to stir against CEC,
organisers firm on assembling

Delhi. (Agency)

The Delhi Police on Thursday denied permission for a
proposed protest at Jantar Mantar on Gandhi Jayanti
against Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar and beefed up security in and around New
Delhi, with Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF)
personnel deployed in anticipation of a gathering.

Police sources estimated that around 3,000 to 4,000
people could turn up for the protest, prompting

heightened security measures across the area.

The protest, called by the All India Students’
Association (AISA), Rajya Sabha MP Manoj Jha and
Supreme Court lawyer Prashant Bhushan, seeks the
impeachment of CEC Kumar over allegations of
irregularities in electoral rolls and the conduct of
elections.

Senior AAP leaders and workers, members of the
Indian Youth Congress (IYC) and others are expected
to attend the protest, sources said.

Security has been intensified at Jantar Mantar and key
points in New Delhi district. Barricades have been put
in place and additional personnel positioned at entry
and exit points and other sensitive locations to regulate
movement and prevent unauthorised gathering, police
sources said.

The Delhi Police decision comes a day after social
activists and student leaders announced plans to hold a
gathering at Jantar Mantar at 11 am on October 2.

Hindu College protest enters
third week, staff seek Delhi
University takeover, probe

Delhi. (Agency)

Teachers at Hindu College on Thursday marched to
the Vice-Chancellor’s office as their protest over
alleged irregularities in admissions under Sports
and Extra-Curricular Activities (ECA) quotas
entered its third week, seeking a temporary takeover
of the college by the Delhi University (DU) and an
independent, time-bound probe into its functioning.

The Hindu College Staff Association (HCSA),
which began its dharna on September 14, has
alleged that Sports and ECA quota allocations in
BCom (Hons) and BA (Hons) Political Science
exceeded the prescribed 20% limit for a single
undergraduate programme. ECA admissions cover
recognised achievements in activities such as
debate, music, dance, theatre and fine arts.

The university has attributed the excess allocation to
an error in its admission algorithm.

The HCSA has since widened its demands to include
alleged issues in the functioning of statutory bodies,
faculty rights, appointments, finances,
procurement, student welfare and campus
infrastructure. It has also sought the removal of
Governing Body chairman T C A Rangachari and
Principal Anju Srivastava to facilitate an impartial
inquiry.The dispute began during the first round of
admissions for 2026-27, when 17 of 48 Sports and
ECA seats were allocated to BCom (Hons) and 15 to
BA (Hons) Political Science.

Speaking to The Indian Express, Srivastava said
admissions were centralised at the university level.
“Eligibility and allocation of college and subject
based on students’ preferences, is decided by the
university. The applications of university-allotted

candidates are nrocessed hv the Central Admission
o @

5

decisions were taken unanimously.

The instructions were conveyed in an official
communication issued on Thursday following
avirtual meeting with chief electoral officers of
states.

'left-out' electors, re-enrol them

cross-check current electoral rolls with pre-
SIR lists to identify electors whose names were
present earlier but were dropped from the final
roll. They will then conduct house-to-house
verification of all identified individuals.

Each Booth Level Officer has been given a
target of covering 20 to 25 electors every week,
with the exercise to be completed within one
month. They will also collect Form 6
applications on the spot from newly eligible
young electors and genuine left-out voters.

The lists will be shared directly with Booth
Level Agents of recognised political parties to

I8 cnsure transparency.

The Commission said voter registration is an
ongoing process and stressed that no eligible
citizen should be disenfranchised for not being
included during the SIR enumeration.

Booth Level Officers have been directed to

Hindu College teachers protest, flag

governance & financi

Delhi. (Agency)

The Hindu College Staff Association
(HCSA) on Thursday held a protest on
campus and submitted a memorandum
to the Delhi University Vice-
Chancelior, filagging alieged
financial and
governance-related irregularities and
seeking immediate intervention.

In the memorandum, the association
accused the college administration of
violating admission norms, including §
alleged breaches of the prescribed 20
per cent cap under supernumerary
categories and bypassing due process
by ratifying decisions outside a duly

administrative,

convened Staff Council.

It also flagged delays and denials in
granting study leave, child care leave
and promotions, and raised concerns
over the non-issuance of inquiry
reports despite Internal Complaints
Committee findings in a case

taken without transparency

HCSA president Dr Ratan Lal said.

al irregularities

involving faculty member Dr Ratan
Lal.
“The pattern reflects a sustained
undermining of statutory processes
and faculty rights. Decisions are being

adherence to University ordinances,”

1 4 [

The teachers’ body further alleged
financial opacity, pointing to the
“misuse” of college resources for
private commercial activities without
Staff Council approval.

HCSA secretary Shankar Kumar said,”
There is a serious breakdown of
democratic governance.

or

How a Lutyens’ Delhi
neighbourhood has gone ‘zero waste’

Delhi. (Agency)

takes the waste to the New Delhi

Every morning, as most of Delhi’s
garbage begins its journey out of

homes and towards dumpsites,

the waste from over 300
homes in Chanakyapuri takes

adifferent route.

The process begins around

6.30am.

Arjun, one of three garbage
collectors hired by the DI
Welfare
Association (RWA), collects
waste from the D1 and D2
residential blocks and the

Block Residents’

Satya Sadan officers’ flats.
“We then put it in

compartments in our bicycle cart,”
says the 30-year-old.After finishing
his round around 11 am, he says he

neighbourhood.
There, he hands over the wet waste for
processing. He further segregates the
dry waste into several variously

separate

Municipal Council’s Material
Recovery Facility (MRF) at Madhu
Limaye Marg, 1.5 km away from the

labelled bins: PET bottles, cardboard,
metal, aluminium can, paper and
mixed plastic.
These homes are part of a model ‘zero
waste colony’.
" For a little over a year, garbage
% from these homes — 800 kg to
1,200 kg wet waste and 250 kg
of dry waste a day — has been
collected, processed and
recycled in and around the
neighbourhood, a process that’s
mandated under the Solid Waste
Management (SWM) Rules,
2026.
Story continues below.
Subscribe to see fewer
ads.According to RWA member
Shefali Chaturvedi, households
segregate their waste into wet and dry
before handing it over to Arjun.

Opposition parties have accused the Election
Commission of working in tandem with the
BJP and disenfranchising eligible citizens
through the SIR exercise.

The Commission, however, has responded
with the fresh drive to identify missing eligible
voters, register new voters and complete field
verification within a month.

Access denied: Fresh order bars EWS
residents from using central park,
common areas in Gurugram complex

Delhi. (Agency)

Kashmir Singh (70), his wife Meena Rani (62)
and other Economically Weaker Section
(EWYS) allottees like the couple, who had been
barred from using the central park and other
common spaces of their housing complex in
Gurugram, recently breathed a sigh of respite
when the district administration intervened to
allow them access.

The restrictions are back in place only days
later, with renewed curbs at Mahindra Aura in
Sector 110A.

The District Registrar of Firms and Societies,
Gurugram — which had last month directed
the Aura Resident Welfare Association (RWA)
to lift all restrictions on EWS occupants — has
now issued a fresh directive, deferring to the
society’s registered bye-laws and conveyance
deeds.

Clarifying its stance in a memorandum on
Thursday, the District Registrar stated: “The
Association shall strictly proceed in
accordance with the provisions contained in
the registered Conveyance Deed and the
approved Bye-laws of the Association. Any
rights, usage, restrictions or other matters
relating to the common parks and green spaces
shall be governed by and dealt with strictly in
accordance with the aforesaid documents.”
The order follows a September 28
representation by the RWA, secking
modification of a September 15 order granting
EWS residents unfettered access.

In the representation, RWA president and
retired BSF officer S S Gill (65) said: “The
conveyance deeds and allotment letters
executed in favour of the EWS allottees
specifically exclude the Central Park and other
common facilities within the main residential
complex from the property rights to them.”
Also highlighting that regular owners fund the
maintenance of the society, the RWA wrote: “It
is not permissible on any ground, humanitarian
or otherwise, to encroach upon the property
owned by someone else. EWS members are
not members of RWA ... and hence have no
right to complain against the RWA to the
district registrar.”

As stated in the said bye-laws, EWS allottees
can neither be a member of the Aura RWA nor
gain access to the facilities and services meant
for other residents.

After Manipur musician’s killing, Delhi Police to
intensify patrolling in areas with large NE population

The meeting followed Singh’s killing outside his home in Kilokari village on September 7. Police officers discussed

Delhi. (Agency)

measures to improve outreach to communities from the region, including students.

The meeting followed Singh’s killing
outside his home in Kilokari village on

Weeks after a 55-year-old Manipuri
musician Chongtham Vikram Singh
was beaten to death outside his South
Delhi home following an argument over
a group of men allegedly creating a
ruckus, Delhi Police has directed all
district DCPs to intensify beat patrolling
in areas with a large concentration of
people from the Northeast, particularly

during odd hours.

The directions were issued at a meeting
chaired by Special Police Unit for
North-Eastern Region (SPUNER) JCP
Veenu Bansal earlier this month to
discuss the safety and security of people
from the North-Eastern states, Gorkhas

fram Nariacalina and T adalhic liviing in
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including students.

of security.

meetings with
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September 7. Police officers discussed
measures to improve outreach to
communities from the region,

According to the police, the DCPs
were asked to enhance visible
policing in areas with a significant
population of North-Eastern
residents to prevent untoward
incidents and improve their sense

“District DCPs, designated as
nodal officers, were also directed ®
to hold regular district-level
students,
community leaders and DPNERs (Delhi

NAarth_Factermn

Gl viiivel vuia.

assistance and DSPUNEK 1acilites.

The officer further said that police
station-level sensitisation and
awareness programmes have been
directed to be organised for North-

Eastern residents to strengthen police-

mmunity interaction and incr
co u ty .te actio .a‘d. ¢ S_as_e QPINER far time-hannd H{cn_nca] the

“District DCPs were also directed to
immediately inform SPUNER about all
cases in which persons from the North-
Eastern region are involved either as
victims or accused.”

“Local police have also been
advised to seek assistance from the
SPUNER office and DPNERSs in
cases involving communication
gaps or language-related
difficulties while dealing with
people from the North-Eastern
region,” the officer added.Police
districts and units have also been
asked to review all pending cases
concerning persons from the North-
Eastern region and furnish their
present status and action taken to
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"Total government failure. ..
will raise issue in Parliament':
Rahul Gandhi visits Balaghat

Bhopal(Agency)

Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday visited
Jagla village in Madhya Pradesh’s
Balaghat district and met the families
of tribal children who died following
an outbreak of illness in the area earlier
this year.

“This is a complete government
failure in Madhya Pradesh. A total, 100
per cent government failure. I will
raise this issue in Parliament — not
just their issue, but what is being done
to tribals across the country,” Gandhi
said.

Gandhi accused the Madhya Pradesh
government of failing to provide basic
healthcare and other essential services
to the tribal population.

During his visit, Gandhi met the
bereaved families and heard their
concerns about healthcare, education,
employment and tribal welfare. He
accused the state government of
failing to respond adequately to the
situation.He alleged that children had
died because of illness and
malnutrition and that basic
government support had broken.

Congress accuses EC of 'lying'
over ECINet, alleges curbs on
EROs violate poll laws

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Congress on Friday accused the
Election Commission of "lying" about
its ECINet portal and violating
provisions of the Representation of the
People Act, 1950, and the Registration
of Electors Rules, 1960, demanding
accountability for what it called
violations of law and the Constitution.
Congress general secretary in-charge
Jairam Ramesh said the ECI, in a
September 26 press note, had
announced a committee to certify that
ECINet complies with the relevant
laws and rules.

Ramesh questioned why such
compliance needed to be certified after
the portal was launched on January 22
with the stated objective of enhancing
transparency, credibility and public
trust.

He referred to the ECI's launch-day
assurance that ECINet had been
developed in "strict accordance with
the law" and was fully compliant with
the Constitution, the Representation of
the People Acts of 1950 and 1951, and
the Registration of Electors Rules,
1960."All of this was a lie," Ramesh
alleged in a post on X.He alleged that
by restricting Electoral Registration
Officers' (EROs) access to the ECINet
voter-roll system and overruling
EROs in states including Goa and
West Bengal, the poll panel had
violated the statutory framework
governing electoral rolls.
According to Ramesh, the
Representation of the People Act and
the Registration of Electors Rules vest
statutory authority over electoral rolls
with EROs.

He also cited a September 24 letter by
the Maharashtra chief electoral officer
to the ECI, seeking correction of what
he described as an "illegal state of
affairs".

National
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ointed message in call with hero captain

New Delhi(Agency)

PM Modi's remarks come against the

Election Commission orders

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, while speaking to Smit

c 3 . . 1 1
Machchhar, the hero Indian pilot who averted a potential backdrop of social media chatter, SpE ca I deVG 10 en TOI IEfT 0 UT
terror incident on board an Israel-bound flydubai flight, mostly propagated by Pakistani

made a pointed remark about how the episode could have handles, over how the flydubai VOie IS Ufie I S | R

affected the perception of Indian pilots had events

unfolded differently. Indian pilot might have been The drive will cover electors whose names appeared in the pre-SIR rolls but
"Had this not happened, who knows what India would  blamed had the incident ended in a are missing from the current rolls, as well as first-time and young voters who

have had to face, what all Indian pilots would have had to

major disaster. have not yet been enrolled.

endure, and how Indian pilots would have been viewed.
You have saved everyone. You have done a very big thing,"
PM Modi told Machchhar, who is undergoing treatment in
the UAE.The remarks come against the backdrop of social
media chatter, mostly propagated by Pakistani handles,
over how the Indian pilot might have been blamed had the
incident ended differently,PM Modi did not explicitly
refer to those posts, but his comments about how Indian
pilots would have been viewed echoed the conversation
that's been raging on social media since the

horrific incident.

"The country can proudly say that Indians
are not those who take lives, but those
who are willing to risk their lives to save
others," the Prime Minister further said.
Machchhar, being hailed as a hero
worldwide, was brutally stabbed by the
Omani co-pilot as he tried to take
control of the aircraft and crash it.
However, the brave Indian captain
fought off the co-pilot and, in a crucial
move, opened the cockpit door,
allowing passengers to rush in and
restrain the attacker.Machchhar's
quick thinking prevented an apparent
hijack of a Tel Aviv-bound flydubai
flight that had more than 170 people on
board.

During his call with the Prime Minister, the 39-year-old
father of two said he was reciting the Hanuman Chalisa as
he was warding off the attack from the co-pilot.

"I'had suffered so many injuries, but I told myselfthat I had
to get up and act. If I did not, [ would be dead," Machchhar
told PM Modi.

placed on the captain."
The timing is significant. The social

"God forbid if the plane had crashed, the entire blame
would have been on the competency of the Indian pilot.
Since he came out as a hero, he is not getting due credit
from the entire world," one user tweeted after the incident.

Another posted, "If the co-pilot, a radical, had succeeded
in crashing the plane in Tel Aviv, blame would have been

New Delhi(Agency)

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has directed Chief
Electoral Officers (CEOs), District Election Officers (DEOs)
and Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) to launch a special
drive to identify and enrol eligible voters who were left out of
the electoral rolls following the completion of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR).

The drive will cover electors whose names appeared in the pre-
SIR rolls but are missing from the current rolls, as well as first-
time and young voters who have not yet been enrolled.

The directive was issued following a meeting of the
Commission with all CEOs on October 1.The ECI said voter
enrolment was a
continuous process
and that no eligible
citizen should be
denied an opportunity
to register merely ™
because they were not
included during the

SIR enumeration.
Under the exercise,
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) will compare the current electoral
rolls with the pre-SIR rolls and prepare booth-wise lists of
electors whose names have been dropped. They will then
conduct house-to-house verification to ascertain the present

media chatter comes

as the government is expected to publish the final report of status of these voters and facilitate their enrolment through
its investigation into the 2025 Air India AI171 crash in Form 6 wherever they are found eligible.

Ahmedabad, a tragedy that sparked intense debate overthe  Each BLO has been asked to cover at least 20-25 such electors a
role of the pilots. There have been attempts by a sectionto  week, with the verification exercise expected to be completed
spin the narrative around the role of the captain and the co- within amonth.

piloton the Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner. BLOs will also identify left-out eligible voters, first-time voters

THE MESSAGE BEHIND PM MODI'SREMARKS ~ Lhe government said the AAIB probe was at an advanced  and young electors during their visits and facilitate their

Following the incident, several posts on X suggested that
had the aircraft gone down, questions and blame could

have been directed at the Indian pilot. werealso killed.

stage. The Air India flight crashed shortly after taking off  enrolment. The status of each identified elector, including those
from Ahmedabad for London on June 12. Of the 242 for whom Form 6 applications have been submitted, will be
people on board, 241 died, while 19 people on the ground  recorded.The booth-wise lists will be shared with Booth Level

Agents (BLAs) of recognised political parties.

Dharma and rashtra inseparable; India has a role to
play in troubled world: RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat

At the 14th All
India Vihar Seva that the country’s spiritual knowledge could

New Delhi(Agency). loss, and every loyalty is tied to another loyalty. without seeking to conquer other countries or
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat on Friday said dharma There is no balance; there is extremism,” he said. convert their people.
and the nation were not separate in India, asserting Bhagwat said the world was looking to India for “The world knows that the path will come from

India,” he said.He highlighted India’s extensive

help address several challenges facing the : knowledge traditions, including the Vedas,
Conference world. J Upanishads, Ramayana, Mahabharata,
o “Our rashtra (nation) and dharma are not Bhagavad Gita, Jain Agamas, Tripitaka, Guru

Bhawat Sa]d the separate. The purpose of the nation is -3 1 Granth Sahib and the teachings of saints.
dharma, and dharma helps sustain the nation. ' “Our country has a very great treasure of
M The two are interdependent,” Bhagwat said. . ‘\%' knowledge, which the world needs today. One
1 Addressing the 14th conference of the All . can come closer to the Almighty through the
w India Vih%lr Seva group, the Rashtriya “K = strength of devotion,” he said.Bhagwat said
de\/eloment Swayamsevak Sangh chief said the world preserving the lives and traditions of those who
. was grappling with dilemmas involving - carried this knowledge was not merely a
envi ronment development and environmental protection, / religious responsibility but also a service to

individual freedom and family life, and _— ; humanity.

freed om fa m ] l religious faith and conflict.

“You are not protecting just one life. You are

“The world is troubled. Every happiness remains Ways to address these contradictions. He recalled  protecting the safe future of the entire human race,”

m incomplete, every aspiration comes with some that India had historically shared its knowledge hesaid.

.

Karnataka Form 7 row escalates, EC orders
action over fake voter deletion claims

The Election Commission ordered strict action and verification after complaints of false Form 7 filings in Karnataka.
The move followed DK Shivakumar's protest alleging a bid to wrongly delete eligible voters.

New Delhi(Agency).

The EC has also directed all Electoral 7 applications seeking deletion of voters'
Registration Officers (EROs) to take strict names during the SIR exercise.

The Election Commission (EC) has ordered legal action against anyone who knowingly Form 7 is used to file an objection to the

strict action against those submitting
false objections through Form 7 to seek

the mass deletion of voters' names during |

the ongoing Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Karnataka.

The action comes after Chief Minister ¥

DK Shivakumar's protest outside the
office of CEO V Anbukkumar on
Thursday, where he demanded an FIR
over what he described as "electoral
fraud" during the SIR exercise.

In the order, Anbukkumar has directed
District Electoral Officers to thoroughly
investigate complaints of fake forms

proposed inclusion or deletion of a name
from an existing electoral roll.
According to the Commission, officials
¥ in Vijayanagar, Vijayapura,
§ Chikmagalur's Mudigere, Belagavi and
BB Bidar — areas that have received an
unusually high number of deletion
§ applications — have been asked to
T remain particularly vigilant and
.y '7’ personally verify each claim.
A ' The poll body has clarified that
!lﬂ objections submitted without valid
grounds will be rejected and those found

submits false statements or makes false guilty will face punitive legal action.

before initiating legal action, while ensuring objections through Forms 6, 6A, 7 and 8 SHIVAKUMAR PROTESTS
that the names of genuine voters are not rejated to voter registration. The move comes 1he Chief Minister staged a five-hour sit-in

deleted.
e @ o & HEX 1N

amid allegations of large-scale filing of Form after holding a meeting with the CEO for
& - @ @ | ® @ & @ 3

PM Modi Pays Tribute To Mahatma
Gandhi On His Birth Anniversary

I PM Modi said he helieves that Mahatma Gandhi's ideology will continue to quide

and inspire humanity in the years to come.
—

New Delhi (Agency). far away from power, he continues to remain
in the hearts of millions of people," PM Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday said.The prime minister said he believes that
paid homage to Mahatma Gandhi on his birth Mahatma Gandhi's ideology will continue to
anniversary, and said his timeless message guide and inspire humanity in the years to
will keep guiding everyone come."Mahatma Gandhi always encouraged
towards a better society and a '
developed India.
PM Modi said Bapu's entire life
was a beacon of truth, non-
violence, compassion, and
service that it will continue to | |
guide humanity across every era.
"May Bapu's timeless message
keep guiding us towards a better
society and a 'Viksit Bharat',"
PM Modi said ina post on X.
Through a video message, the
prime minister also said that the
significance of this day for the nation is
known to everyone."His ideology has
inspired the entire world. Mahatma Gandhi is
such a personality that, even though he was

everyone to adopt 'Swadeshi'. In this process,
Khadi remains a top priority. I appeal to
everyone to buy at least one Khadi product on
October 2 and proudly say that it is

] ____'Swadeshi'." he said.
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Time to uphold the right to
nutritional literacy

Three recent events have drawn attention to the
imperative of providing people with accurate
information which can help them make the right
choices regarding behaviours that impact their
present and future health. These behaviours of
daily living extend from the diets and physical
activity to sleep patterns and consumption of
addictive substances like tobacco and alcohol.
These behaviours affect many aspects of health and
well-being. The alarming rise of chronic non-
communicable diseases—such as cardiovascular
diseases, cancers, diabetes and obesity—is mainly
driven by unhealthy behaviour.

Health behaviours are usually steered by health
beliefs that are based on information gathered from
many sources, only some of which are reliable in
terms of accuracy. Today’s behaviours, like diet
and exercise, determine tomorrow’s risk factors,
like obesity and high blood pressure. Today’s risk
factors lead up to tomorrow’s diseases which can
cause death or disability. So, it is essential that
people’s health beliefs and behaviours are guided
by accurate and undistorted information on the
basis of which they can protect, preserve and
promote the health of their families.

In an important intervention for promoting
nutrition literacy, the Supreme Court of India
strongly criticised the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) over prolonged delays
in mandating front-of-pack warning labels (FoPL)
for packaged foods high in sugar, salt and saturated
fat. Hearing a public interest litigation by the NGO
3S and Our Health Society, Justices J B Pardiwala
and K Vinod Chandran had rebuked the regulator,
remarking, “If you can’t do it, we will,” and
questioning if the FSSAI faced industry pressure.
The court tied food safety directly to Article 21
(right to health flowing from right to life) and
Article 47 (State’s duty to improve public health),
citing the severe rise in diseases like diabetes and
childhood obesity. The FSSATI had initially adopted
a lenient stance, stating that warning labels would
be required only when the marketed food products
were deemed to have high levels of two or more of
the nutrients sugar, salt and saturated fat, which
should not be consumed in excess. The petitioners
rightly argued that this would let off the hook
products that are excessively high in only one of
these nutrients, as they would still pose a health
risk. This position was supported by Indian and
global experts as well as the National Institute of
Nutrition, which is part of the Indian Council of
Medical Research. The court agreed with the
petitioners and directed FSSAI to modify its stance
on the FoPL warnings. FSSAI had also earlier
stated that it would introduce the warnings in two
phases, with the single-nutrient warning label after
providing sufficient time for the industry to re-
formulate its products. That would mean the
products sold in the markets with harmful levels of
a single nutrient would carry no warnings to the
consumer for a long time. Following the court’s
stern directive, the FSSAI submitted that it would
proceed with single-phase enforcement where
warnings will apply immediately if any single of
the critical nutrient crosses the defined high limit,
rather than rolling out in delayed stages. Any food
or beverage containing non-caloric sweeteners
must explicitly display the front-of-pack
statement: ‘Contains non-caloric sweetener’.The
FSSAI sought a four-month window to finalise
draft regulations, followed by a voluntary
implementation period of 365 days for businesses
to exhaust existing packaging stock. On September
28, the Supreme Court asked why such a long time
was needed for voluntary compliance and fresh
stakeholder consultation given that the process had
begun in 2022.In another victory for the
consumers’ right to be protected against misleading
advertisements, the Delhi High Court recently
rejected a plea by the makers of Vimal Elaichi to
quash a showcause notice issued to their brand
ambassadors Shah Rukh Khan, Ajay Devgn and
Tiger Shroff by the Food and Drugs

Who gets to set Al's speed?

Soon after Anthropic chief Dario Amodei proposed a ‘speed limit’ on Al’s recursive self-improvement, other top Al bosses supported the idea.
At the back, it’s about protecting the US’s lead in the field while slowing down others, especially China

Somewhere in a training run this summer, a group of
software agents built by OpenAl did three things nobody
had asked of them. They attacked computers unrelated to
their task. They sacrificed copies of themselves so the
group could succeed. And they tried to break into the
programme grading them. The details are in METR’s
investigation of August 26. The examinee had found the
examiner’s office and was trying the door.

That incident is the hinge of Dario Amodei’s essay
published this month, “We Must Pace the Frontier’. The
chief executive of Anthropic, a company preparing a
listing expected to exceed two trillion dollars, argues that
Al has since the summer been advancing drastically
faster”. This is because Al now builds the next generation
of Al, and that a swarm with a little more
capability and the same misalignment could
within “6 to 12 months” seize the internet
with a persistent botnet.

His remedy has three steps. First, third-party
evaluators embedded inside every frontier
lab with employee-like access. Second,
coordination among labs in democratic
countries, with an antitrust waiver so they
may agree limits on the rate of progress.
And third, an attempt at coordination with
China, in four ascending levels, from a ban
on Al-assisted bioweapons to a full pause.

Within 48 hours, the heads of OpenAl,
SpaceXAl and Google DeepMind had
endorsed it. Within 72, the US President had
called Al fear a “hoax” and asked when in
the history of business an industry’s leaders
had ever sought regulation that would
bankrupt them. The essay deserves to be
read against what we know about races.

Begin with the tension it doesn’t resolve. It asks the US to
slow down and to widen its lead over China at the same
time, through chip controls, a crackdown on model
distillation and tighter security. A preprint from KU
Leuven and the Future of Life Institute formalises a two-
player race over four parameters. The capability gap. The
size of the winner’s advantage. The cost of losing control,
allowed to exceed the value of winning. And uncertainty
about whether the prize exists. Four worlds fall out. In
Safe Harmony, both pause. In Preemption, both race. In
Trust, both prefer to pause but fear being suckered. In
Subversion, the leader pauses while the laggard sprints
for the window. Amodei’s essay is a Subversion
document. It assumes the laggard will not stop and asks

that the window be shut with export controls. The model’s
own finding is that Subversion ends when the laggard’s
perceived cost of catastrophe rises, not when its chip
supply falls. The essay spends three paragraphs on chips
and one sentence on sharing incident data with Beijing.
The second parameter matters more than the essay admits.
“Whoever wins Al, wins,” said Donald Trump in Ireland.
“Nothing else would matter,” said Secretary Bessent of a
Chinese lead. In the Leuven model these sentences set the
winner’s advantage to its maximum, the single value that
most shrinks the space in which any agreement is
rational. Then verification. The Partial Test Ban Treaty of
August 5, 1963 prohibited nuclear tests in the

atmosphere, in outer space and under water. It said

nothing about tests underground, because atmospheric
tests could be detected from a distance and underground
ones could not. The treaty banned only what could be
seen.

Amodei offers SALT as the model for a “speed limit” on
recursive self-improvement. But SALT capped missiles,
which a satellite can count. A rate of self-improvement
cannot be counted from anywhere. A data centre training
its successor looks, from outside, exactly like one
answering questions about recipes. The essay concedes
that limits on inputs may be “gameable”. It does not
concede that Level 3 of its own ladder requires a
speedometer nobody has built.

The sceptics come in two kinds. The first says capture.
George Stigler’s paper, ‘The Theory of Economic

Make universities safe, where fear retreats and curiosity thrives

Regulation’, answered Trump’s question 50 years early.
Regulation, ““as a rule”, is acquired by the industry and
operated for its benefit. A checkpoint regime, in which a
model with capability X must carry certification Y, freezes
the rank order at the moment of adoption. The proposed
self-regulator was killed in August by three telephone calls
to the President from the heads of Meta, Nvidia and
SpaceXAl, on the ground that it would entrench the top
three labs. The owner of SpaceXAlI then posted, “Dario is
right.” Three endorsements in a weekend, none naming a
rate, cost nothing. In fairness, the capture story has a hole.
The Pentagon blacklisted Anthropic in March. One does
notusually capture a regulator that is punishing you.

The second sceptic is more serious. David Sacks says the

duopoly needs no permission to slow down

and that liability already prices misalignment.

Two chief executives added that customers

abandon misaligned agents. On the one

incident that started this, that is wrong. The
swarm attacked third parties, not its
customers. That is an externality, and no
customer’s choice prices it. Liability is the

right instrument. It is also ex post. Risk has a

frequency. The 15 per cent catastrophe

probability the Leuven paper uses is a survey
median. Nobody can insure it, which is why

the labs want a certifier and the critics want a

court.That leaves the evaluators, the one step

actually taken. The essay cites bank
supervision. Bank examiners are employed by
the supervisor, not the bank. An evaluator
invited, badged and contracted by the
evaluated, which keeps a “narrow” power to
redact, is a different animal. Sacks notes that

METR shares investors and staff with
Anthropic. Quis custodiet ipsos custodes? Here, the
guards propose to hire the guards.

Underneath sits Hans Jonas’s rule of 1979 that where stakes
are irreversible the bad prognosis takes precedence. Its
weakness is Blaise Pascal’s. A cost large enough justifies
any pause, and its size is asserted by the party seeking the
pause. For a country in third place, and India is one, every
instrument in the essay for slowing China also slows
anyone else.Jacques Lacan wrote in 1949 that the infant
builds a self from a mirror. The Al mirror shows whatever
it is asked to show, and this essay has become one. The
accelerationist reads a hoax in it, the incumbent a cartel,
the safety researcher too little. The agents tried to hack the
grader. So has everyone else, in their own way.

A university is a place for enquiry of the mind, not a place where students should feel they are under surveillance to detect potential culprits

A state of ferment is natural for the college campus, where
conducting debate and handling disagreement are part of
the unwritten curriculum. It is the crucible in which future
leaders in all walks of life—including politics—are
forged. What signal does it send to this cohort if the
atmosphere on institutional premises is vitiated with
provoked violence, ignored grievances and a constant
feeling of insecurity? Three campuses around the country
are on the boil right now—Chitkara University near
Chandigarh, Lovely Professional University near
Jalandhar and the Satyajit Ray Film and Television
Institute in Kolkata. The situation at the two private
universities in Punjab heated up when students felt their
administrations had not addressed complaints about two
missing girls and an alleged sexual assault at a hostel,
leading to clashes with the authorities and temporary
suspension of classes. The government-funded SRFTI, on
the other hand, witnessed clashes between a right-wing
consumer group that had hired the institute’s auditorium
and students who alleged provocative speeches.

Though the triggers were different, the common thread was

of administrative apathy and the absence of loud
condemnation from faculty members. It’s as if an
enforced code of obedience is trying to stifle the spirit of
enquiry, which universities are expected to inculcate, and
expression of dissent, which is a basic right. Things came
to such a pass that Justice Jasmeet Singh of the Delhi High

Inside the ECI rift

What prevented the two ECs from seeking a meeting of the ECl and outvoting the CEC?

Public authorities at times take decisions that have
unforeseen consequences. Demonetisation was one such
decision; the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) is the
other. Both had similar intentions — elimination of
undesirable currency and deleting allegedly ineligible
names from electoral rolls, respectively.Ever since the
Election Commission of India (ECI) suddenly announced
its decision to conduct an unprecedented countrywide
SIR in June 2025, the commission has been caught in a
maelstrom. The decision has led to widespread public
criticism. The ECI has been accused of unjustifiably
taking away many citizens’ right to vote — the very right
it was mandated to protect by the Indian Constitution.As
if the popular political resentment against the SIR wasn’t
enough, an investigative report by a newspaper published
on September 23 raised a sandstorm over the ECI’s
functioning, leaving it covered with dust and temporarily
blurring vision.The report reveals a palpable rift in the
ECI’s working. It cites 14 instances in which two election
commissioners (ECs) “objected” to certain ECI
decisions, giving the impression of repeated dissent
within the commission. Technically, that is strange
because as per the Chief Election Commissioner and
Other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023, all
ECI decisions are taken unanimously or, in the absence of
a consensus, by a majority. In that event, what prevented
the two ECs from seeking a meeting of the ECI and
passing a resolution to enforce their decision by outvoting
the CEC?Until the full facts are disclosed by the ECI, the
confusion over the alleged “dissent” will continue to
distract us from the issues raised by the two ECs, which
are inextricably connected with the SIR, the central issue
in the controversy.The report raises four issues: those

pertaining to Form 6, the EROs’ inability to access
ECINet, the oversight on the IT division of the ECI and
the filing of 16 lakh appeals before the appellate tribunals
in West Bengal. Let us understand the issues one by one.
Form 6 is filled by electors when they seek enrolment for
the first time under Rule 13 of the Registration of Electors
Rules, 1960 (the Rules). Following the principle of
subordinate legislation, amendments to the Rules require
government approval and tabling in Parliament. The ECs
objected to the changes made in Form 6 as “illegal and
unauthorised”. It is a valid objection. In fact, even if all
three ECs were to be unanimous in changing Form 6, it
would be invalid as the ECI is not competent to amend
Form 6 unilaterally.In its press note of September 26, the
ECI has clarified that the “declaration attached to Form 6
for SIR has been upheld by the Supreme Court. For non-
SIR period, the forms applicable as per Rules will be
used”. However, instead of clarifying the issue, this
statement confounds it. Was the Supreme Court
specifically apprised of the amendments and the
provision in the Rules? What is the ECI’s intent in
creating two versions of Form 6? This is apart from the
fact that the information sought in the declaration has
little to do with an elector’s eligibility and creates
obstacles to the enrolment of first-time voters.

The second issue pertains to the ECINet, which was
launched with much fanfare in January this year to
“enhance transparency, credibility and public trust”.
Instead, what transpired a few months later was that the
platform denied access to the very officer authorised to
prepare or amend the electoral roll. It is difficult to know
whether this denial of access was by default or design.
The ECs flagged the ‘“gradual centralisation of the
electoral roll database” and warned against the restriction

of the powers of the officers empowered by law to manage
the electoral roll.The Goa case cited in the report is
telling: the ERO wrote eight emails within a week,
complaining in vain about the denial of access. This is an
extraordinary arrangement by which the ECINet created
hurdles in the performance of a legally mandated
function. The fact that, as per the ECI’s admission in the
press release, the ECINet remains a work-in-progress

almost seven months after its launch confirms that
technical problems persisted.

In the case of West Bengal, some BLOs and EROs had
complained that notices were issued in a centralised
fashion in their name without their knowledge. This over-
centralisation, which the ECs red-flagged, has the
dangerous potential of ‘manipulating’ electoral rolls at the
central level. The third issue concerns the ECs allegedly
being kept unaware about the changes in the IT modules
and the lack of oversight of the IT division within the ECI.
In fact, on one EC’s directive, the DEC wrote to the DG IT

Court recently reminded the JNU administration
that students should not be fined for merely smiling
at demonstrators, as it was their right to protest.
Disturbingly, the fire is often stoked directly by
politicians. Earlier in September, the West Bengal
Chief Minister led a rally of Naga sadhus that
stopped outside Jadavpur University and performed
rituals—Iless than a month after a mob had
vandalised the campus while harassing and
threatening female students.The safety and security
of women and freshers on campus must be treated as
paramount.
Rape, assault and molestation have no place
whatsoever in a university environment and must be
regarded as an anathema. A university is a place for
enquiry of the mind, not a place where students should
feel they are under surveillance to detect potential
culprits. Any discussion of campus safety must begin with
ensuring a secure environment in which students,
particularly women, can study and live without fear.

that the “IT system must be in strict accordance with the
law, without any exception”. An independent audit of the
system and an “internal audit mechanism” was also
suggested.But rather than heeding this suggestion, the
ECI removed an established layer of oversight on the IT
division by an order issued by the senior DEC. This
provoked the two ECs to write to the Cabinet Secretary
alleging unlawful conduct by the senior DEC. And,
exercising their majority powers, they set aside that order.
That they were compelled to write to the Cabinet
Secretary is unprecedented and it also reveals a certain
fissure within the ECIL.The fourth issue concerns more
than 16 lakh appeals being filed in the appellate tribunals
against names that had been validly included in the
electoral rolls during the SIR in West Bengal. One of the
ECs expressed surprise regarding the basis and process
for filing these appeals as neither the two ECs nor the
CEO of West Bengal was aware of the appeals. It is
intriguing and a damning indictment of the SIR if the ECI
filed these appeals against the so-called “purification”
that the SIR was meant to achieve. Already, after judicial
officers had restored 33 lakh electors out of the 60 lakh
whose names had been excluded by the absurd “logical
discrepancy” methodology, the appellate tribunal had
found 93 per cent wrongful deletions in the appeals
adjudicated.This is a sad commentary on the SIR process,
which has caused mass anxiety amid an atmosphere of
alleged unfair disenfranchisement. That two of the three
ECs were regularly pointing out discrepancies in the logic
behind the ECI’s decisions and that some of these were
termed “illegal” has understandably raised questions
among citizens over whether something is indeed “rotten”
within the ECI, which seems to be dealing with the
citizens’ constitutional right to vote in a cavalier fashion.
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Must widen talent pool:

Ex-France international

advocates roadmap for
Indian foothall

Kolkata. (Agency)

The yellow and green have already arrived in
Kolkata. Brazil are here, Carlo Ancelotti is
here, and by Saturday evening Salt Lake
Stadium will be waiting for one of the biggest
football nights India has hosted.

Vikash Dhorasoo will be there too. But as the
city gets ready for Vinicius Junior, Endrick
and Brazil, the former France international is
looking beyond the glamour of one evening.
For him, India vs Brazil should also be a
reminder of what Indian football could
become if it starts thinking bigger.Dhorasoo,
who has Indian roots and played for France at
the 2006 World Cup, believes India needs to
widen its talent pool, give more players the
chance to experience football abroad and,
most importantly, settle on a long-term plan.
“Each game has its own importance and
helps you to progress,” Dhorasoo said. “Of
course, it’s a great help to play the best team
in the world, but local football must be as
important as the special game you might
have.”

WILLIAMS SHOWS THE WAY

There is already a timely example in India’s
own squad.Ryan Williams was born in
Australia before completing his switch to
represent India at senior level. He scored on
his India debut and then found the net again
in the 1-1 draw against Panama last week,
making him one of the most important
attacking names in the squad heading into
Brazil. FIFA approved his change of
association before he made his India debut.It
is only two goals, and there is no need to rush
comparisons with Sunil Chhetri. But since
Chhetri’s retirement, India have been
searching for a forward who can offer a
dependable goal threat. Williams has quickly
begun to fill that space, scoring against
Panama when India needed an attacking
spark.His story also gives some weight to
Dhorasoo’s argument that India should look
more closely atits diaspora.

Asian Games: Birthday girl
Lovlina Borgohain makes
history with gold, joins Mary
Kom in elite club

New Delhi. (Agency)

Birthday girl Lovlina Borgohain gave
herself the perfect gift on Friday, scripting
history by becoming only the second
Indian woman boxer to win an Asian
Games gold medal after the legendary MC
Mary Kom.

The 29-year-old Indian defeated China's
Ziyi Bao 5-0 in a closely contested
women's 75kg final in Aichi-Nagoya to
finally add the Asian Games gold to the
silver she won at the previous edition.
Lovlina's triumph also ended a wait that
began in Hangzhou, where she had reached
the final but lost to another Chinese boxer,
Li Qian, to settle for silver.

Lovlina holdsnerve in tight final

The Indian made a confident start to the
final, edging the opening round 3-2 on the
judges' scorecards. Bao responded with an
aggressive approach in the second, forcing
Lovlina into a more defensive mode as the
two boxers engaged in a series of
exchanges in the middle of the ring.

Despite the pressure, Lovlina remained
composed and finished the round strongly.
She won it 4-1 to stretch her overall
advantage to 2-0 heading into the final
round.With the gold within touching
distance, Lovlina produced another
controlled performance in the third. She
again won the round 4-1 to complete a
comprehensive 5-0 verdict and claim the
biggest title of her Asian Games career.

The victory was particularly significant
given the quality of opposition she had
overcome on her way to the final.

In the semifinal, Lovlina edged reigning
70kg world champion Natalya Bogdanova
of Kazakhstan 3-2 in another closely
fought contest.
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Portugal score 4 goals past Denmark as
team begins post-Cristiano Ronaldo era

Portugal began the post-
Cristiano Ronaldo era with a 4-2
Nations League win over
Denmark in Copenhagen. Rafael
Leao wore Ronaldo's No. 7 shirt,
while coach Jorge Jesus insisted
the rules would remain the same

for every player.
T

New Delhi. (Agency)

Portugal began the post-Cristiano Ronaldo
era by putting four goals past Denmark.
Ronaldo, the highest goalscorer in
international football history, had earlier
left the national team after falling out with
newly appointed coach Jorge Jesus.Playing
Denmark in the Nations League, Jesus'
Portugal won 4-2 in a thrilling match in
Copenhagen. Joao Cancelo and Goncalo

Asian Games:

India's women's hockey team will take
on defending champions China in the
Asian Games 2026 final on Friday, with
a gold medal and direct qualification for
the LA 2028 Olympics at stake. India,
who last won the Asian Games title in
1982, are chasing a historic second
gold in women's hockey.

New Delhi. (Agency)

India's women's hockey team are one win
away from ending a 44-year wait for Asian
Games gold. On Friday, they face
defending champions China in the final in
Kakamigahara, with the title and a place at
the LA 2028 Olympics on the line.

India last won the Asian Games title in
1982, when women's hockey made its
debut at the continental event. Since then,
they have reached the final twice, in 1998

India’s ODI World Cup 2027 schedule: Group fixtures,

potential Super 7s opponents, venues and timings

New Delhi. (Agency)

The International Cricket Council (ICC)
has officially announced the schedule for
the 2027 ODI World Cup in Cape Town on
Thursday, October 1. The tournament will
begin on October 2, 2027, with a three-
team Super Series in Windhoek involving

the second, third, and fourth-placed teams |

from the Cricket World Cup Qualifier.

The three teams will face each other once
on October 2, 4 and 6, with the team
finishing in first place claiming the final
spot in the group stage. The winner of the
Qualifier will advance directly to the
group stage. The 2023 finalists, India and
Australia, will then start the group-stage
action of the tournament on October 7 in
Cape Town.

India will then take on their arch-rivals
Pakistan on October 10 in Johannesburg.
The Men in Blue are placed along with

Ramos twice gave the visitors the lead, but
Denmark hit back on both occasions
through Mikkel Damsgaard and Rasmus
Hojlund.Hojlund, the former Manchester
United striker, celebrated his goal with
Ronaldo's trademark 'Siuuu'
celebration, something he has also
done against Portugal in the
past.With the game tied at 2-2,
Portugal finally moved ahead for
good when Vitinha headed in from
Bruno Fernandes' delivery in the
67th minute. Joao Felix then added
a fourth late on to seal the win for
Jesus' side.The result keeps
Portugal top of Group A4 with a
perfect nine points from three
matches.

COACH TAKES
RONALDO

It was Portugal's first match since Ronaldo,
41, left the camp after being dropped to the
bench against Norway.Jesus had made it
clear that Ronaldo's status would not
guarantee him a place in the starting X1, and
the Portuguese coach appeared to stick to

DIG AT

Olympic berth, gold in sight as
Indian women face China in hockey final

that position after the win in Copenhagen.

"I still think exactly the same way - there are
players with status. That much is crystal
clear," Jesus said.

"But I'll say it again - the rules are the same

for everyone. That's a method I've followed
throughout my coaching career and I'll
continue to follow."Ronaldo has been a
near-constant presence in the Portugal team
for years and has scored 146 goals in a
record 234 international appearances. His
departure from the camp has now put his

international future into doubt.Ronaldo's
sister, Elma Aveiro, had earlier written on
social media: "Betrayal is a dish best served
cold."Jesus had also said before the match
that he was "completely calm, with a clear
conscience" over the situation.
RONALDO REPLACEMENT
FLOPS

Jesus chose Rafael Leao to start in
attack, with the forward wearing the
No. 7 shirt that has been synonymous
with Ronaldo for much of the last two
decades.Leao had his moments but
could not make the most of them.

He came close to scoring after cutting
inside onto his right foot early in the
game, but later missed from close
range and gave the ball away several
times in the final third. His night ended
in the 63rd minute when Trincao
replaced him.The decision to hand Leao the
No. 7 shirt in Portugal's first game of the
post-Ronaldo era was significant, even if
the former AC Milan player could not
provide a direct replacement for the team's
record goalscorer.

Lovlina Borgohain gives herself
perfect birthday gift with maiden
Asian Games boxing gold

and 2018, but returned with silver medals
after losing to South Korea and Japan
respectively.This time, India head into the
final with plenty of confidence behind
them. Salima Tete and her team were

unstoppable in Pool B, winning all five
matches and scoring 66 goals. They
opened with a 19-0 win over Uzbekistan,
followed it with a 17-1 victory against
Indonesia and then put 20 goals past
Thailand.India also beat hosts Japan 3-1
before finishing the group stage with a 7-0
win over Singapore.The semi-final

against South Korea was a much tougher
examination. India had to be patient as the
Koreans kept their attacking players under
control for long periods. Ishika finally
broke the deadlock late in the third quarter
before captain Salima Tete struck again

3 in the fourth to secure a2-0 win.

"For us it was really important to stay
| calm and have patience, and I think we
did that really well," India chief coach
Sjoerd Marijne said after the
match.China have been just as
impressive on their way to the final. The
defending champions won all five of
their Pool A matches without conceding
a goal, scoring 46 times. They beat
Bangladesh 13-0, Chinese Taipei 10-0,
Malaysia 4-0, South Korea 3-0 and
Kazakhstan 16-0.Their semi-final against
hosts Japan, however, was a different
story. China could not find a way through
during regulation time as the match ended
0-0. They eventually won the shootout 4-2
to book their place in the final.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Lovlina Borgohain has given herself the
perfect gift on her 29th birthday as she won the
boxing gold in the women's 75 kg category
with a resounding performance at the Asian
Games. Lovlina defeated China's Ziyi Bao via
unanimous decision to win the match. With the
victory, Lovlina became the first women's

Australia, Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Zimbabwe and Qualifier A in Group A,
while Group B includes New Zealand,
South Africa, Sri Lanka, England,

Bangladesh and Qualifier B.Hosts South
Africa will kick off their campaign against
New Zealand in Cape Town on October 9.
The group stage will have 12 double-
header days, with India featuring on four
ofthem- October 10, 14, 17 and 24.

India’s group-stage fixtures at ICC ODI
World Cup 2027

October 7: India vs Australia — Newlands,
Cape Town—1:30 PM (IST)

. October 17: India vs Qualifier A —

team across the two groups, making it a
seven-team round. The ICC has already
pre-seeded seven positions for the Super 7
stage, providing greater certainty around
fixture pathways and venue allocations.

October 10: India vs Pakistan —
Wanderers, Johannesburg — 1:30 PM
(IST)

October 14: India vs Afghanistan —
Tshwane— 1:30 PM (IST)

Bloemfontein—1:30 PM (IST)

October 24: India vs Zimbabwe —
Victoria Falls—1:30 PM (IST)

India’s potential Super 7s opponents
The Super 7 stage will feature the top
three sides from each group, along with
the better-performing fourth-placed

boxer since Mary Kom in 2014 to secure a gold
medal at the Asian Games.The 29-year-old had
come into the gold medal match having created
history as the first Indian woman to reach
back-to-back Asian Games finals. After having
won silver at the Asian Games in Hangzhou
last time around, the Indian star was
determined to change the colour of the medal
and was off the blocks from the get-go.
HOWTHE FIGHT UNFOLDED

Lovlina had the height and reach advantage
over Bao and it was the Indian who started the
fight in the positive manner. She got a few hits
on the face before going for the clinch. Bao
was coming into the contest with a perfect
amateur boxing record and on a 14-fight
winning run and she slowly made her way back
into the contest with a few heavy blows to the
body.She then was able to get more closer to
Lovlina and started landing more punches,
forcing the Indian star into the defensive. It
seemed like she had done enough as three out
of the five judges went in favour of the Indian
as she won the first round 3-2.Bao started the
second round more aggressively as she
continued to weave in the punches. Lovlina
was using the jabs and hooks more than the
uppercut, allowing Bao to come forward more.
The Chinese boxer was able to land a jab that
had Lovlina on the ropes and she decided to go
for the clinch once again.

India ends Korea's 44-year dominance
with historic Asian Games recurve gold

New Delhi. (Agency)

As the recurve competition at the Asian
Games started, no one really gave the Indian
women's team of Ankita Bhagat, Kirti
Sharma and Kumkum Mohod a big chance
of toppling the Korean dominance. Korea
are the world champions; they had the World
No.3 archer, Kang Chaeyong, in their ranks.
It could be claimed that recurve was always
their forte and someone disrupting that was
near to impossible. But for Ankita, Kumkum
and Kirti, the reputation really doesn't
matter. They went toe-to-toe with Korea and
ended their 44-year dominance in the
women's recurve team event with a historic
gold.India defeated Korea 5-3 in the final
and made it to the summit clash after
breezing past China 5-1 earlier on in the
semis as the Indian trio worked in tandem.

Asian Games, October 2 Updates

The journey for all three women to this

point has also been fascinating. Take
Kumkum for that matter. She started
training in recurve just three years ago and
started her career by using the traditional
method. A bamboo bow.Kirti was said
that she was too thin to hold a recurve
bow, one that will test the true strength of
an archer. Ankita is a true veteran of the
sport and has won a total of 23
international medals.

She was part of the women's recurve
team that won bronze in Hangzhou as
India had never made it to the final. But
that was about to change and these three
women were going to stamp their name
in history books.

ANKITA, KUMKUM, KIRTI
SHINE INNAGOYA

Right after the semi-final match, the Indian
trio never showed signs of panic, even when
they were under pressure. The conditions in
Nagoya weren't particularly great for
® & o D

archery and the scores were being affected.
But withthe entire archery contingent
cheering them on, Ankita, Kirti and

Kumkum knew they had the chance to create

history.

First up, it was China.

There were a few eights and nines during
the sets but Ankita, Kumkum and Kirti were
always watching out for each other.

B TS T T I I e @

Whenever it seemed like a 10 was needed,
one of them delivered.

During the semi-final, it was Kirti, hitting
10s with the final arrows in the first and
second sets to secure the points for
India. In the final one, India just
needed to level things up and she
delivered it to secure the 5-1
win.Then came the final against
mighty Korea. Right from the get-
go, the Korean trio of Kang, Lee and
Yejin Oh were setting the mark. But
Indianever faltered.

In fact, in the first two sets, Korea
set 54 and 56 and India hit the same
level to make it 2-2 and put the world
champions in uncharted
territory.And the pressure of it all came to
the fore in the third set. Korea hit a total of
four 8s in their six arrows. Meanwhile, India
constantly shuffled their pack, scored 55 to
take the lead.

-
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Tries Pottery, Shares Handmade
Creations: ‘I Love Being A Work
In Progress’

I : riti Sanon has finally crossed something off her long-standing wish list.

[

1

The actress spent time learning pottery and shared a series of pictures
from the session on September 20, giving fans a glimpse of her trying her
hand at the craft.

The photos show Kriti seated at a pottery wheel, working with clay and
experimenting with different shapes. Along with the pictures, she also shared a
note about making time for things one keeps postponing and turning “one day"
into “Day One".

Kriti Sanon Tries Her Hand At Pottery

Kriti kept things relaxed for the session, wearing a sleeveless maroon top with
blue jeans and a striped apron. She completed the look with a printed headscarf
while focusing on the pottery wheel in front of her.

In the pictures, the actress can be seen carefully shaping clay with both hands.
The session appears to have involved several attempts, with Kriti trying
different forms instead of sticking to just one design.

Her finished pieces
included bowls and
cups in earthy clay
tones. Some had clean
shapes, while others
featured deliberately
uneven or wavy edges
that retained a distinctly
handmade feel.One of
the pieces that stood out
was a heart-shaped
vessel. Another
creation featured a
softer, irregular rim, showing the different shapes Kriti experimented with
while learning the technique.

The photos also captured her concentration during the process, with the actress
visibly focused on controlling the clay and getting the shapes right.

Kriti Says Pottery Had Been On Her List For Years

Sharing the pictures on social media, Kriti wrote about finally doing something
she had wanted to learn for a long time.““That thing you’ve been wanted to do or
learn for years, the one that always made it to your ‘Things I wanna do this year’
list but you never made time for it.. Instead of saying ‘One day’, yet again,
make today your ‘Day One’!" she wrote.Kriti then revealed that pottery was
one of the activities she had repeatedly wanted to try but had not managed to
make time for earlier.“One of the things on my list was Pottery!" she added.For
the actress, the experience was not simply about making the finished pieces.
She appeared equally taken by the process of starting from scratch and picking
up a skill she had never tried before.

dharth Malhotra

And Kiara Advani To Welcome Second Child?
Salman Khan Says, ‘Another One Soon’

aur seekh rahi hai. [ think the best feeling in the

graced Bigg Boss 20 Weekend Ka Vaar to ~ world and hopefully aise hirahega."

: ; idharth Malhotra and Tamannaah Bhatia

promote their upcoming film The Vvaan:
Force of the Forest. During their appearance,
host Salman Khan asked Sidharth about his
life after marriage with Kiara Advani and
fatherhood. “How’s married life and how’s
fatherhood?" Salman asked, to which
Sidharth replied, “Very good. Very good."
Salman then teased Sidharth about how he had
once repeatedly encouraged him to get
married. “Tumse poocha tha us time par

kept their relationship private for so long.

Salman immediately added to the joke, “Woh
raaz abhi bachche mein hai.”

Sidharth Malhotra calls fatherhood the best
role

Sidharth and Kiara welcomed their daughter,
Saraayah Malhotra, in July 2025. The couple
announced her name a few months later.
Speaking about becoming a father, Sidharth
said, “I think it’s the best role possible — to
become a father." He also spoke affectionately
about his daughter, saying, “Hamari bahut hi
pyaari beti hai, jo abhi 15 mahine ki ho gayi hai
takreeban. Abhi bhi naye-naye sab bol rahi hai
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shaadi kar, shaadi kar, shaadi kar. Tab toh |
sharmili dulhan ban gaye the yeh," he joked. |
Sidharth then explained why he and Kiara had |

“Hamara raaz humne raaz rakha tha bhai. |
Woh raaz humne sahi time pe khola," he said.

Salman then joked, “Hopefully you will have
another one soon!"

Sidharth Malhotra and Kiara Advani
relationship

Sidharth and Kiara reportedly grew closer while

m N
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working together on Shershaah. They kept
their relationship largely away from the public
eye before getting married in an intimate
ceremony at Suryagarh Palace in Jaisalmer on
February 7,2023.

Sidharth puts Salman on the spot

The conversation then turned towards Salman
himself. After discussing his own marriage
and experience as a father, Sidharth asked the
superstar, “Aapka kya khayal hai shaadi aur
bachchon pe?" Salman said, “Mere khayal
bahut achhe hain shaadi aur bachchon par.
Lekin main woh share nahi karna chahta."

‘Ghoom Ke Chamat Maaro’: Angry
Salman Khan Slams Paparazzi For

Taking ‘Back Shots’

saw the OG Salman Khan returning. The

actor schooled trolls in the best way possible
and took a sharp dig at paparazzi for clicking
actresses from the wrong angle. Visibly upset,
Salman, while talking about how some
cameramen take backshots of actresses, asked the
women to hit them if they do so.

“Ek taangon ka shot mil jaye, and one from behind,
jo shot lete hain, which none of the heroines or
girls like," Salman Khan said, adding how it has
happened with his co-star from Dabangg 3,
Mahesh Manjrekar’s daughter Saiee Manjrekar.
He even mentioned how his niece Alijeh
Agnihotri faced this awkward situation and said,
“And then the one shot they take from behind,
which none of the heroines like? There must be a
few who say it’s okay, I don’t mind it. But what
about those who don’t like it? I recently saw Saiee
Manjrekar was so awkward with that, Neha
Dhupia fought against it. My own niece, she was
walking, and they kept clicking from behind. And
what did the caption say? Guess who itis. Who are
they to do this?"Calling this practice utterly
“disgusting," Salman added, “Woh kaun log hain?
I am saying this to all the girls who don’t like this:
jahan aisa hua, ghoom ke chamat maaro. Bolna
apni maa behenon ka yeh shot lete ja, aur humko
dikha. (When this happens, turn around and slap
them. Ask them to click their mother or sister like
this and show it to you). Disgusting people. They
do this all the time at every function."

He further continued, “What is this mentality? 90%
of the girls that I know and all those who have
become mothers now, they never wanted this
earlier and don’t want this now. I want to see these
guys who take these shots. Aur pata chal gaya
mujhe ki kaun hai toh phir toh (Once I find out
who they are)..."

Salman Khan Speaks About Trolling On Bigg
Boss 20

In the Bigg Boss 20 Weekend Ka Vaar promo,
Salman reacted to the way celebrities are
targeted online. Without taking any names, he
talked about age-shaming, weight, looks,
families and even motherhood.

' I \he recent Bigg Boss 20 Weekend Ka Vaar

Samay Raina Breaks Silence On

Medha Shankr Wedding Rumours
With A Cheeky Reply: ‘Will Have To

Postpone’

Shankr recently hit the headlines after a

viral post on Reddit claimed that the
rumoured lovebirds are set to get married in
December this year. The post claimed that while
they are currently enjoying their vacation,
Samay wants to marry the 12th Fail actress ‘as
soon as possible’. Now, both Samay and Medha
have dismissed the speculations, and their
hilarious posts make it clear they’re not taking
the wedding rumours too seriously. While
Medha called the rumours ‘baseless’, Samay
shared a cheeky remark and joked about being
busy with his India tour.

Samay Raina Reacts To December Wedding
Rumours With Medha Shankr

On Sunday, Samay Raina took to his Instagram
stories to re-share a post which read, “Samay
Raina to marry Medha Shankr in December?"
He dismissed the rumour by sharing the post
with the song “Jhooth Bole Kauwa Kaate"
playing in the background.

Reacting to the rumours, he joked, “December
mai toh mera India tour hai @medhashankr
sorry will have to postpone."

Medha Shankr Reacts To Wedding Rumours
With Samay Raina

Meanwhile, Medha also reacted to the rumours.
Re-sharing Samay’s Instagram story, she
dropped laughing emojis. In another Instagram
story, she shared a meme along with the caption,
“Me scrolling past all the baseless wedding
rumours like." Check it out below!

The latest wedding rumours surrounding Samay
Raina and Medha Shankr reportedly originated
from an anonymous Reddit post that surfaced
online a few days ago.

The Reddit user claimed to be close to Samay’s
family and claimed that, after speaking to his
mother, they had learned that Samay and Medha
were planning to get married in December 2026.
The post also claimed that the two were
currently on vacation together.

“I’m very close to Samay Raina’s family, and after
speaking to his mother yesterday, I can say that
Samay Raina and Medha Shankr are planning to
get married this December.

Comedian Samay Raina and actress Medha
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Faith Beyond Borders: Foreign Devotees Perform Pind Daan in Gaya
as Pitru Paksha Mela Draws Over 21 Lakh Pilgrims

by Ashis Sinha

The sacred city of Gaya
witnessed a unique con-
fluence of faith and cul-
tures on Friday as foreign
devotees joined thousands
of pilgrims during the on-
going Pitru Paksha Mela
2026. Visitors from Rus-
sia, Ukraine, Germany and
other countries performed
Pind Daan and Tarpan at
Devghat and other sacred
sites along the Falgu River,
praying for the peace and
salvation of their departed
ancestors.

Foreign women dressed in
traditional Indian sarees
were among those seen
performing the rituals un-
der the guidance of priests.
The sight of overseas dev-
otees following age-old
Hindu customs and of-

fering prayers along the
Falgu River attracted con-
siderable attention among
pilgrims.

According to local re-
ports, a group of 22 for-
eign pilgrims from Rus-
sia, Ukraine and Germany
performed Pind Daan and
Tarpan at Devghat on Fri-
day. They are expected to
stay in Gaya for around
three days to complete
rituals at different desig-
nated Pind-vedis under
the guidance of Pandit
Loknath Gaur of Varanasi.
A separate report put the
number of foreign partici-
pants at 48, with devotees
from Germany, Spain,
Italy, the Netherlands and
Portugal performing ritu-
als in the Vishnupad area.
Since the reported num-

o

bers and countries differ,
the figures appear to relate
to separate groups of for-

eign pilgrims. For many
of the overseas devotees,
the journey to Gaya was
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inspired by the spiritual
significance of Pind Daan
and accounts of other

foreign visitors who had
previously performed the
ritual here.

Some are also observing
traditional practices, in-
cluding fasting, during
their stay.

Pilgrim footfall crosses
21 lakh

The foreign participation
comes amid a massive rush
of pilgrims at the Pitru
Paksha Mela. Reports cit-
ing district administration
data said 20.71 lakh pil-
grims had arrived in Gaya
by October 1, including
around 4.10 lakh on Oc-
tober 1 alone. By October
2, the total footfall had
crossed 21 lakh.

The administration has
also introduced an Al-
based language translation
facility to assist pilgrims
from different linguistic
backgrounds. Reports said
the service had already

helped around 14,555
pilgrims understand reli-
gious procedures and ad-
ministrative information.
Gaya holds a special place
in Hindu tradition for an-
cestral rites, with the Falgu
River, Vishnupad Temple
and various Pind-vedis
drawing devotees during
Pitru Paksha. The Bihar
Tourism Department notes
that Pind Daan and Tarpan
are among the principal
rituals performed during
this sacred period.

The participation of for-
eign devotees has added an
international dimension to
this year’s gathering, where
millions of pilgrims are
converging with a shared
prayer for the peace of de-
parted souls and blessings
for their families.

India Defeat China 1-0 to Claim Asian
Games Women’s Hockey Gold,

44-Year Wait Ends!

Nagoya: India’s women’s hockey team produced a memo-
rable performance on Friday, edging past China 1-0 in the
Asian Games final to reclaim the continental crown after
more than four decades. The triumph, powered by Lalrem-
siami’s early strike and a resolute defensive display, ended
India’s long wait for a women’s hockey gold since 1982.
Lalremsiami scored the decisive goal in the 10th minute,
marking her 200th international appearance in memora-
ble fashion. She received a pass from Sakshi Rana before
unleashing a powerful reverse-stick shot into the top of the
net.

China fought back strongly and earned a penalty stroke in
the 24th minute. Veteran goalkeeper Savita Punia, brought
on for the crucial moment, produced a superb save to deny
the hosts an equaliser and preserve India’s lead.

China intensified the pressure after half-time, dominating
possession and creating several opportunities, including
penalty corners. However, Indias defence remained dis-
ciplined, with Ishika Chaudhary, Sushila Chanu and their
teammates making crucial clearances.

The final minutes saw China remove its goalkeeper and
add an extra outfield player in search of an equaliser. India,
however, held its nerve and defended resolutely until the
final hooter. The triumph marks India’s first Asian Games
women’s hockey gold since 1982. The team had finished
runners-up in 1998 and 2018, but this time held on to se-
cure the continental crown.

The victory also earns India direct qualification for the
2028 Los Angeles Olympics, making the historic gold even
more significant.

6 embrace Sanatan Dharma in Haridwar
after Ganga ritual

Haridwar: Six people, including five members of a fam-
ily from Uttar Pradesh’s Pilibhit district and a young man
from Saharanpur, reportedly embraced Sanatan Dharma
in Haridwar after announcing their decision to leave Islam.
Following a holy dip in the Ganga, the participants took
part in worship, Yajna-Havan and purification rituals on
the riverbank. Vedic mantras were chanted during the
ceremony, after which they were given new names and
formally welcomed into the faith. The programme was
conducted under the guidance of Tirthacharya Sant Ram
Vishal Das Maharaj, president of Tirth Seva Nyas. After the
rituals, the newly initiated members were welcomed with
garlands and showers of flowers. The event was present-
ed by the organisers as a religious initiation into Sanatan
Dharma.

‘Hanuman Chalisa Gave Me Courage’: Indian Pilot
Recalls Mid-Air Cockpit Attack

New Delhi: Indian pilot
Captain Smit Machchhar,
who was seriously injured
during an alleged mid-air
cockpit attack on a flydubai
flight bound for Tel Aviv,
has recalled how he turned
to the Hanuman Chalisa for
courage while fighting to re-
gain control of the aircraft.
Machchhar, who is currently
recovering in a hospital in
Abu Dhabi, shared details of
the terrifying episode dur-
ing a video call with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday. Modi spoke to the
pilot to enquire about his
health and praised his cour-
age and presence of mind
during the emergency.
“Whenever I am in pain, I
recite the Hanuman Chalisa.
At that time too, I only kept
reciting the Hanuman Chal-
isa,” Machchhar told Modi
during the conversation.

‘T Had to Get Back on My
Feet’

According to media reports,
Machchhar was allegedly
attacked and stabbed by
his Omani co-pilot while
operating flydubai Flight

FZ1073, which was flying
from Dubai to Tel Aviv on
September 30.

Despite sustaining serious
injuries, the captain report-
edly managed to open the
cockpit door, allowing pas-
sengers and crew members
to enter and help overpower
the alleged attacker.

Two off-duty pilots travel-
ling as passengers were also
reported to have assisted in
securing the aircraft and re-
storing control.

Recalling the critical mo-
ments, Machchhar said his
17 years of flying experience
helped him remain focused
despite his injuries. He real-
ised that he had to get back
on his feet because the lives
of everyone onboard were at

risk. He described the situ-

ation as a fight for survival,
saying that the Hanuman
Chalisa helped him main-
tain courage during the or-
deal.

Flight Makes Emergency
Landing

Reports said the aircraft
entered a steep descent af-
ter the co-pilot allegedly
attacked Machchhar and
interfered with the aircraft’s
controls.

The flight was reportedly
carrying 174 passengers,
including 27 children, when
the crisis unfolded. The
aircraft eventually made
an emergency landing in
Tabuk, Saudi Arabia, where
passengers and crew were
brought to safety.

The exact circumstances and
motive behind the alleged
cockpit attack remain under
investigation.

Modi Praises Pilot’s Pres-
ence of Mind

During the video call, Prime
Minister ~Modi  praised
Machchhar for his determi-
nation and quick thinking
in a situation that posed a
serious threat to everyone
onboard.

The  conversation  also
touched on Machchhar’s
family and his mother, Geeta
Ben. Modi and Machchhar
spoke in Gujarati, including
about his recovery and the
values he had received from
the Bhagavad Gita.
Machchhar became emo-
tional during the conversa-
tion and described the Prime
Minister as his “biggest idol”,
saying that receiving the call
made him extremely proud.
The episode has since drawn
attention to the pilot’s ac-
tions during the reported
cockpit emergency, particu-
larly his efforts to protect
passengers despite sustain-
ing serious injuries.

Shabana Azmi, Naseeruddin Shah, Vishal Dadlani

Mumbai: Veteran actors
Shabana Azmi and Na-
seeruddin  Shah, along
with singer-composer
Vishal Dadlani, joined
the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) protest at Mumbai’s
Shivaji Park on Friday.
The demonstrators de-
manded the resignation
of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
and raised concerns over
the Election Commission’s
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

Shah met CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke during

join CJP protest i

the gathering and hugged
him. Dipke later shared
their interaction on social
media, expressing surprise
at the actor’s presence.
Shah had earlier voiced

o -

support for the CJP-led
student agitation and criti-
cised police action against
protesters during its July
campaign.

The Mumbai protest, or-

n Mumbai

ganised on Gandhi Jayanti,
drew thousands of partici-
pants despite reports of
police objections to the
gathering. CJP said its
agitation would continue
over its demands concern-
ing the electoral-roll revi-
sion process.

The protest also saw par-
ticipation from  other
members and support-
ers of the CJP-led move-
ment, who raised slogans
against the EC and called
for greater transparency in
the electoral-roll revision
exercise.

Shorties

Two Pakistani Nationals Killed in BSF
Firing Near Punjab Border

Tarn Taran: Two Pakistani nationals were reportedly killed
by Border Security Force (BSF) personnel near the Rajoke
post in Punjab’s Khalra sector on Friday while allegedly at-
tempting to cross into Indian territory.

According to initial reports, the two men were intercepted
near the India-Pakistan International Border and were shot
by BSF personnel after allegedly trying to infiltrate across
the border. The incident occurred in the sensitive Tarn Taran
border belt.

Further details, including the exact timing of the incident
and the identities of those killed, are awaited. Security
agencies are expected to ascertain the circumstances sur-
rounding the alleged infiltration attempt.

Nation Pays Homage to Mahatma Gandhi,
Lal Bahadur Shastri on their
Birth Anniversaries

New Delhi: The nation on Thursday paid tribute to Mahat-
ma Gandhi and former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri
on their birth anniversaries, remembering their contribu-
tions to India’s freedom struggle and nation-building.

At Rajghat, President Droupadi Murmu attended a Sarva
Dharma Prarthana Sabha and offered floral tributes at Gan-
dhi’s Samadhi. Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and
other dignitaries also paid their respects to the Father of the
Nation.

Tributes were also paid to Lal Bahadur Shastri at his memo-
rial Vijay Ghat in the national capital. Leaders and digni-
taries remembered the former Prime Minister for his sim-
plicity, integrity and leadership during a crucial period in
independent India’s history.

Later in the day, the Vice President and Prime Minister paid
homage to Mahatma Gandhi at Gandhi Smriti. Eminent
singers and school students presented devotional songs dur-
ing the commemorative programme.

PM Mementos E-Auction Extended
Till October 31

New Delhi: The 8th edition of the e-auction of gifts and
mementos presented to Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
been extended until October 31, the Ministry of Culture
said. The latest edition features 30 mementos reflecting dif-
ferent aspects of Delhi, including nine photo frames, nine
other mementos, six idols, sculptures and statues, two Delhi
Metro models, sports memorabilia, religious objects, paint-
ings, artworks and handicrafts.

According to the ministry, the collection includes items
linked to diverse facets of the capital—from a student in
Rohini to the Delhi Metro, Legislative Assembly and the
new Parliament building. Proceeds from the auction will be
contributed to the Namami Gange Programme.

The complete catalogue, participation details and auction-
related information are available on the official PM Me-
mentos e-Auction portal.

500+ Step Up for Zero Hunger: ESL Steel’s Walkathon

Bokaro: More than 500
people came together
in Bokaro on October 2
as ESL Steel Limited or-
ganised the #RunForZe-
roHunger Walkathon,
combining fitness, fam-
ily participation and com-
munity service with a
message against hunger.
Organised under the Ve-
danta Group’s #RunForZe-
roHunger campaign, the
event saw participation

in the presence of Vedanta
Shankar, ASP, Chas (Boka-

from employees, their o), and Ranjit Yadav, Of-
families, senior officials ficer-in-Charge, Siyaljori
and others. Under the

Police Station. They urged
participants to promote
fitness while contributing

initiative, every kilometre
walked translates into a

Turns Every Kilometre

meal for someone in need,
with contributions sup-
porting initiatives associ-
ated with Nand Ghar and
animal care.

The Walkathon was inau-
gurated by Ravish Sharma,
CEO & Whole-Time Di-
rector, ESL Steel Limited,

to a larger social cause.
Sharma said the enthusi-
astic participation dem-
onstrated how collective
efforts can create mean-
ingful social impact by
combining healthy living
with the spirit of giving.

The event brought to-

»

gether ESLs leadership
team, Directors, HODs,
employees and  their
families. Shyamlee Minz,
CHRO; Prahalad Rawat,
CFO; and Sanjay Kumar
Sinha, Head-PR & Stake-
holder Management, were
among the senior officials
present, along with other
department heads.

The  Walkathon  con-
cluded at Lal Bahadur
Shastri Chowk, where

participants paid tribute
to former Prime Minis-

into a Meal

ter Lal Bahadur Shastri.
The event also showcased
strong sporting perfor-
mances, with  partici-
pants from the Security
Department securing the
top positions. 15-year-
old Om Singh, son of ESL
employee Prakash Kumar
Singh, finished fourth,
while 15-year-old Rupesh
Chourasia, son of ESL em-
ployee Pannal Chourasia,
secured sixth position.

In his closing remarks,
Sharma congratulated the
participants and appreci-
ated their overwhelming
response. Through #Run-
ForZeroHunger, ESL Steel
has sought to turn a fit-
ness activity into a social
initiative, with every kilo-
metre covered contribut-
ing towards a meal and re-
inforcing the message that
collective action can make
a difference.
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PFRDA eyes plan for
funds to invest direct-
ly in infrastructure

New Delhi, Agency :

The Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development  Authority

(PFRDA) is preparing a
roadmap to allow entities
regulated by it to invest
directly in large infrastruc-
ture projects, beyond the

current mechanism of
investing through RelTS,
InVITS and alternate

investment funds (AIFs),
chairman S Raman told
Media. "A committee has
been set up to look at the
issue, and internal discus-
sions are under way to
evolve a mechanism where
PFRDA can invest directly
in such projects. It will be
long, patient capital and
may be possible at least
five years down the line,"
said Raman on the side-
lines of an event on NPS
Diwas.

Globally, Canadian
pension funds are known
to invest directly in big
infra projects, including in
India, and they hold a sig-
nificant stake in such proj-
ects, including through
equity. "All such modali-
ties are being looked into,"
said Raman.

At the event, financial
services secretary Sanjay
Lohiya said that as the
domestic "pension Kitty"
grows, people are hopeful
that a lot of long-term
investment, particularly in
infrastructure, will be pro-
vided by these pension
funds. "Risk, reward and
the quality of investment
have to be kept in mind,
but govt and other stake-
holders are hopeful that
slowly our pension funds
will be able to provide
patient capital."

CBI names 3 senior
ADAG execs, 7 com-
panies in 2nd RHFL

chargesheet

New Delhi, Agency:
The CBI on Thursday filed
its second chargesheet in the
Rs 7,429-crore Reliance
Home Finance Ltd (RHFL)
alleged loan diversion case,
naming 11 accused, includ-
ing three senior executives
of the Reliance ADA Group
and seven corporate enti-
ties.The chargesheet alleges
criminal conspiracy and
cheating that led to massive
wrongful losses for a con-
sortium of public sector
banks and financial institu-
tions.

Among the individuals
charged are RHFL director
and chief financial officer

Amit Bapna, Reliance
Capital Group MD and vice
chairperson Amitabh
Jhunjhunwala,  Reliance
Power CFO Suresh
Nagarajan, and RHFL's
statutory auditor Vijay
Napawaliya.

The seven companies
named as accused include

Reliance Infrastructure,
Reliance Power, Reliance
Big Entertainment,
Reliance Broadcast

Network, Reliance Business
Broadcast News Holdings,

Reliance MediaWorks
Financial Services, and
Kunjbihari ~ Developers.

According to the probe
agency, RHFL borrowed
funds from lending institu-
tions and allegedly
siphoned off Rs 7,429 crore
through a web of intermedi-
ary and conduit entities.
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Supreme Court refuses to de-freeze TMC
accounts, says let Calcutta high court decide

New Delhi, Agency:
The Supreme Court on
Thursday rejected a petition
by Mamata Banerjee-head-
ed TMC faction seeking de-
freezing of its three bank
accounts on grounds that
the party required funds to
carry out political activities,
such as holding rallies and
meetings.

Challenging Calcutta
HC's order allowing only
meeting of day-to-day
expenses of the party from
these accounts, senior
advocate A M Singhvi said
the party's three Indian
Bank accounts, which have

been given a clean chit by
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in a sepa-
rate proceeding, should be

allowed to be operated by
the party.

Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta, appearing for West

Bengal govt, told a bench
of Justices M M Sundresh
and P B Varale that the
accounts in question are
frozen based on the FIR
lodged by the state police,
as there is evidence that Rs
35 crore, generated from
the fraudulent sale of gov-
ernment land after it was
misrepresented as private
land by Abhishek
Banerjee's PS Sumit Roy,
was deposited in these bank
accounts.

Mehta also mentioned
there is a plea pending
before the EC as to which is
the real TMC, the faction

headed by Mamata or the
rival group, adding that the
EC has frozen the party
symbol and allotted both
factions ad hoc symbols to
contest bypolls.

The bench said it would
not examine merits of the
case as it is 1 pending with
HC, which in the interim
has already rejected the
plea for de-freezing the
accounts. It requested the
HC to expedite adjudica-
tion of the pending petition
on the issue.

In its petition, the
Mamata faction said it
urgently required funds to

Chita Andolan is back: Why are Madhya Pradesh's
Panna villagers protestlng agalnst Ken Betwa project

Panna, Agency: Remember the
from Chita
in Madhya Pradesh?
Displaced Tribals sleeping on pyres,
standing in water for their compen-
sation. The unique protest is back
and in its 20th day with agitators
battling rain, waterlogging, lath-
icharge and general apathy by the

unnerving visuals
Andolan

authorities.
Activist Amit Bhatnagar,

four days, was arrested

other forms of satyagraha.

Bhatnagar accused the Panna
administration of suppressing the
agitation by lathicharging protesters,

Jai
Kisan Sangathan leader, who has
been on a hunger strike for the past
on
Wednesday as protesters demon-
strated chita, jal, sooli, mitti, bhook
(pyre, water, gallows, soil, hunger)

including women.

Speaking to Media before his
arrest, Bhatnagar said, "For the past
three days, the police have been
bringing along people dressed in
plain clothes, who misbehaved with
women, entered their homes and
even took away people's phones
which have still not been returned.
When we approach the police, they
ask who took the phones. How are
people supposed to identify every

never did this."

which the

face and find out who took them?"
"There is an atmosphere of fear
in the villages. If we say anything,
they start resorting to lathi-charge
and filing false cases against the
protesters," he added. "I am courting
arrest because democracy is being
murdered. Are we not even allowed
to protest peacefully? We are putting
ourselves through hardship to raise
our concerns, but instead of listen-
ing to us, they have cut off the elec-
tricity and water. Even the British

follows a 15-day agitation in July,
led largely by tribal women, after
administration had
assured protesters that eligible and
genuinely displaced families would
be transparently included in com-
pensation and rehabilitation lists.

meet expenses that would
arise from preparations for
the bypolls.

Referring to an earlier
ED proceeding freezing its
three HDFC bank accounts,
TMC said, "The FIR does
not pertain to its Indian
Bank accounts as no trans-
action is linked to the four
bank accounts to the
alleged offence.

Successive and progres-
sive freezing of TMC's
bank accounts indicates
mala fide use of power by
state authorities to paralyse
operations of a nationally
recognised party."

'You're public servants'
HC raps casual approach of
government officials

: Bombay

Mumbai , Agency:

Government officials are

The latest protest | "public servants, not mas-
ters", Bombay HC has

observed,
"casual approach" by a senior
bureaucrat for not complying
with its order to inquire into a
petitioner's
solved employment condi-

questioning a

alleged unre-

tions. Justices Anil Pansare
and Nivedita Mehta of the
high court's Nagpur bench on

Tuesday asked
development & panchayat raj
department's secretary to file
an affidavit by Oct 6, explain-
ing why the court's Aug 31
directions were not followed
in their true spirit.

the rural

Government mandates full body scanners No uniform explanation for collegium
at 8 airports; no timeline yet, trials on

New Delhi,
Agency: Indian air-
ports may finally see
full body scanners
(FBS) after several
missed deadlines in the
past few years due to
changing regulatory
requirements. Bureau
of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) DG
Rajesh Nirwan said on
Thursday that FBS
have been mandated for eight air-
ports and trials are on at
Bengaluru and Kochi. Kochi is
not among the airports where the
same has Dbeen mandated.
Hyderabad and Delhi are in that
list, and "site acceptance" is
under way there.

The scanners installed for tri-
als are integrated to door-frame

legium's decisions
HC to

explained
meant

another
as

tice".

metal detectors and the results of
the former are matched with what
the latter detects during passen-
ger checks. BCAS is collecting
the data and the algorithms will
be refined based on the outcome.

Dismissing privacy concerns,
Nirwan said scanners are being
"image agnostic" as they
will just be a model of a person.

made

Supreme Court says seize vehicle, stop

RC, PUC renewal if

New Delhi, Agency: Many
vehicle owners often ignore
traffic fines for years, allowing
unpaid challans to pile up and
eventually land in courts.
Supreme Court has now direct-
ed states and UTs to impound
their vehicles, noting that
around 47% of challans issued
across the country remain
unpaid.A bench of Justices JB
Pardiwala and KV Viswanathan
said Thursday that issuing e-
challans was not sufficient and
stringent action should be taken
to recover fines.

"Let there be random check-
ing of vehicles, and if it is found
that the e-challan issued has not
been abided by or honoured,
necessary steps shall be taken to
impound the vehicle itself," the
bench said.

SC said the authorities
should freeze online services
for vehicles with outstanding
amounts. They should bar
renewal of registration certifi-
cates, issuing of duplicate regis-
tration certificates, and not
entertain any request to update
the owner's address, it said.
"The authorities shall also deny
fitness certificate until all pend-
ing traffic fines are entirely

N T T T T

e- challans not pald

cleared and further there should
be blacklisting of the vehicle
concerned on the Parivahan
portal," SC said.

"This will come in the way
of the person concerned if he
wants to sell his vehicle. The
authorities should also proceed
to block ownership transfer. For
multiple violations, driving
licence shall be suspended from
renewal, and measures shall
also be taken to suspend the
driving licence which may be in
force. What is most important is
that no centre should be permit-
ted to issue a PUC certificate,"
the bench said.

Expressing displeasure with
authorities for not taking action,
the bench said, "We want to
convey something to
states/UTs/authorities plainly
and simply.

situations
issues,

or

€r18.

expressed resentment at
the absence of any pro-
cedure or norm for trans-
fer of HC judges. A
member of the col-
legium, who will go on
to become CJI, has
mooted framing a trans-
parent transfer policy.
He told Media that a
judge under considera-
tion for transfer should
be warned first to mend
his ways and be kept

under watch for some
time. Only when he does
not improve should he
wgd be transferred, he said.
¥ The five-member col-
d legium on Sept 28 rec-
: ,.... ommended the repatria-
N — tion of Justice T Vinod
Kumar from Madras HC
to his parent HC in
"in view of
his ensuing retirement
Justice
Kumar was transferred
from Telangana HC to
Madras HC in May last
year by the SC col-
legium headed by then

Telangana

on Nov 16".

CJI BR Gavai.

In May last year, a
complaint had reached
the SC alleging that

decisions on compassionate transfers

New Delhi, Agency:
The Supreme Court col-
to
transfer judges from one

are
being ;
nt for_ the be.tter By
administration of jus-
But the standard
reasoning does not trans-
late into a uniform expla-
nation, with the col-
legium showing unusual
compassion in approving
requests from some for
transfer or repatriation
due to difficult family
health
while maintain-
ing aloofness from oth-
There are many
judges in HCs who have

Justice Kumar, heading a
division bench, had kept
more than 50 judgments
reserved. Sitting as a sin-
gle judge, he had
reserved verdicts in over
170 cases since 2020. If
Justice Kumar's immi-
nent retirement was a
ground for his repatria-
tion, no such considera-
tion was shown to
Justice D Nagarjun, who
was transferred from
Telangana HC to Madras
HC. Justice Nagarjun, a
career judicial officer
who was elevated as an
HC judge in March
2022, was transferred to
Madras HC in April
2023.

Coordinate with allies for stir, Congress tells state units

New Delhi, Agency :
after the opposition decided to hit
the streets together, Congress on
Thursday asked its state and dis-
trict units to take a lead role in
coordinating with INDIA bloc
allies for the joint agitation from
Oct 2-8 to press for CEC Gyanesh

Kumar's resignation.

A day

The district events will see
large mobilisation at the local level
- marches to Ambedkar or Gandhi

326 on

burning

statue or to Election Commission
office in a district. There, the gath-
ering will sing the national anthem
and hold a public reading of Article

universal adult suffrage.

The units have been specifically
asked to end their programmes by

the effigies of CEC

Gyanesh Kumar.

Government backs SCO connectivity

but PM's Paklstan visit uncertaln

New Delhi, Agency :
India's participation in the
SCO meeting of national
coordinators in Islamabad
to firm up the calendar for
high-level meetings has
sparked speculation about
whether PM Modi would
travel to Pakistan for the
heads of state summit
next year. Modi has
missed only one of the
seven in-person summits
since India became a full
member of the Eurasian
bloc in 2017, but officials
said his past attendance is
no guarantee of a visit
even for a multilateral
event to Pakistan, a coun-

b S

'-'-'.l’

try India has come to
describe as a serial practi-
tioner of terrorism.
Additional secretary
Alok Dimri travelled to
Pakistan this week for the
national  coordinators'
meeting, as first reported
by Media on Monday.

The first such visit from
India to Pakistan since the
2025 Pahalgam terrorist
attack highlighted how
SCO, which is dominated
by China and Russia, has
remained insulated from
India-Pakistan tensions,
unlike the more modest

e & & & — & B I

Saarc frame-
work.

For a PM visit, though,
as official sources said,
India will factor in
Pakistan's continued sup-
port for cross-border ter-
rorism before making a
final decision. The same
is likely to apply for the
meetings of defence and
foreign ministers heading
into the main summit, as
India seeks tangible and
irreversible action by
Pakistan against cross-
border terrorism to make
the overall environment
conducive for any sub-
stantive engagement

regional
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Kalashtami 2026: The Night of Kaal Bhairav
and the Tradition of Fearlessness

Kalashtami is one of the important
observances in the Hindu calendar
dedicated to Lord Kaal Bhairav, a
fierce manifestation of Lord Shiva
associated with time, discipline, pro-
tection and the destruction of fear.
Observed on the Ashtami, or eighth
lunar day, of the waning phase of the
Moon, the occasion occupies a distinc-
tive place in India's religious traditions.
In 2026, Kalashtami falls on October
3, making it an important day of wor-
ship during the autumn festive season.

The observance is particularly asso-
ciated with night-time prayers, visits to
temples and devotional practices dedi-
cated to Kaal Bhairav. In different
regions, devotees follow different cus-
toms, but the central idea remains con-
nected with spiritual discipline and the
recognition that time is constantly
moving forward. The name itself com-
bines the ideas of Kala, meaning time,
and Ashtami, referring to the eighth
lunar day.

Kaal Bhairav and the symbolism
of time: In Shaiva traditions, Kaal
Bhairav is regarded as a powerful form
of Shiva. He is often represented as a
guardian figure, carrying symbols
associated with authority and protec-
tion. His imagery can appear intense,
but the deeper religious symbolism is
not simply about fear or destruction.
Kaal Bhairav represents the force that
removes obstacles, protects sacred
spaces and reminds devotees of the
importance of discipline. The associa-
tion with Kala, or time, gives the
observance another layer of meaning.
Time cannot be stopped, stored or
recovered once it has passed. Human
life, therefore, is understood as a jour-
ney in which every moment carries
significance. Kalashtami becomes an

Remembering Ancestors in Modern India

opportunity for devotees to reflect on
how they use their time, conduct them-
selves and respond to responsibilities.

In this sense, the festival's message
extends beyond ritual. It raises ques-
tions about self-control, responsibility
and the ability to face difficult circum-
stances without losing balance.

Why the night holds special sig-
nificance: Kalashtami is traditionally
connected with night worship.
Devotees may visit Bhairav temples
after sunset and participate in prayers
and devotional ceremonies. Some
observe a fast during the day and con-
clude or modify it according to their
family and regional traditions.

The atmosphere of Bhairav temples
during the observance can be distinc-
tive. Lamps are lit, devotional songs
and prayers are offered, and devotees
seek blessings for protection and spiri-
tual strength. In several places, special
worship is conducted during the
evening and night.

The emphasis on night-time wor-
ship also carries symbolic meaning.

Darkness has traditionally been associ-
ated with uncertainty and fear, while
spiritual light represents awareness and
courage. Worship of Kaal Bhairav can
therefore be understood as a symbolic
movement from fear toward aware-

ness.

The guardian of sacred spaces:
Kaal Bhairav is traditionally regarded
in many Shaiva traditions as a guardian
or protector. This association has con-
tributed to the importance of Bhairav
temples in religious and cultural land-
scapes across India.

One of the best-known centres
associated with Kaal Bhairav is
Varanasi, where Bhairav is deeply con-
nected with the city's religious identity.
Devotees visiting Varanasi often
include the Kaal Bhairav Temple in
their pilgrimage. The deity is tradition-
ally regarded as a guardian of the
sacred city.

Bhairav worship is not limited to
one geographical region, however.
Forms of Bhairav worship can be
found in several parts of India, with

local traditions adding their own cus-
toms, stories and forms of worship.
This regional diversity illustrates how
Indian religious traditions often devel-
op through the interaction of shared
beliefs and local cultural practices.

Fasting, prayer and personal dis-
cipline: For many devotees, fasting is
an important part of Kalashtami obser-
vance. The exact rules differ according
to family traditions, religious practices
and regional customs. Some devotees
observe a complete fast, while others
follow a simpler form of dietary
restriction. The purpose of fasting in
religious traditions is often understood
as more than simply avoiding food. It
can represent restraint, concentration
and a temporary withdrawal from
everyday distractions. Prayer and med-
itation provide an opportunity to focus
attention on spiritual concerns.

Devotees may also offer flowers,
fruits, lamps and other traditional
offerings during worship. Some tradi-
tions include prayers seeking protec-
tion from negative influences and diffi-
culties. The emphasis on discipline
makes the day particularly meaningful
for those who see religious observance
as a way of developing greater self-
awareness.

A tradition that speaks about
fear: Perhaps one of the most interest-
ing cultural aspects of Kaal Bhairav
worship is its relationship with fear.
The deity's fierce appearance can ini-
tially seem intimidating, but religious
symbolism often gives that imagery a
different interpretation.

Fear is a universal human experi-
ence. People encounter uncertainty in
their personal lives, careers, relation-
ships and communities. Religious tra-
ditions frequently use symbolic figures

to help people understand such emo-
tions. Kaal Bhairav's fierce form can
be interpreted as representing the
courage needed to confront what is
frightening rather than allowing fear to
control one's actions.

This does not mean that religious
practice eliminates everyday problems.
Rather, observance can provide a
framework through which individuals
reflect on difficulties and seek emo-
tional and spiritual strength.

Time, responsibility and modern
life: The idea of time associated with
Kaal Bhairav has particular relevance
in contemporary life. Modern society
moves at an extraordinary pace. Work,
technology, communication and social
commitments can leave people with
little opportunity for reflection.

Kalashtami offers a cultural
reminder that time is finite. The obser-
vance encourages devotees to pause,
even briefly, and think about priorities,
responsibilities and personal conduct.

For younger generations, this
aspect can provide a bridge between
traditional religious practices and con-
temporary life. The festival does not
need to be understood only through rit-
ual. Its themes of discipline, responsi-
bility, courage and awareness can also
be considered in everyday circum-
stances.

Preserving traditions while
adapting to changing times: Like
many Indian festivals and observances,
Kalashtami continues to be shaped by
changing social conditions.
Urbanisation, migration and busy pro-
fessional schedules have changed how
families participate in religious tradi-
tions. Some people visit temples, while
others perform simpler forms of wor-
ship at home.

How Family Memory Survives
Generations

AcCross

RIS

Every family has a history, even when
much of that history is not written down.
It survives in old photographs, handwrit-
ten letters, family recipes, stories told by
grandparents, names remembered across
generations and traditions followed year
after year. In India, the practice of
remembering ancestors has long been
connected with religious observances,
but it also represents something broader:
the preservation of family memory.

During periods such as Pitru Paksha,
families traditionally pause their every-
day routines to remember relatives who
have passed away. Rituals may differ
from one community to another, but the
underlying idea of acknowledging previ-
ous generations remains deeply rooted in
Indian culture.

In modern India, where families are
increasingly spread across cities, states
and countries, such traditions have
acquired another dimension. They can
provide a link between people living in
the present and the stories of those who
came before them.

Family history beyond photo-
graphs: For many families, the first con-
nection with previous generations comes
through photographs. An old black-and-
white image may show grandparents,
great-grandparents or relatives whose
names are familiar but whose lives are
less well known. Yet photographs are
only one part of family history. Personal
memories often contain information that
cannot be found in official records. A
grandmother may remember where the

!

In the Indian cultural
tradition, remembrance of
ancestors is closely con-
nected with ideas of fami-
ly, gratitude and continu-
ity. During Pitru Paksha,
families across the coun-
try observe rituals dedi-
cated to departed rela-
tives, offering prayers and
remembering those whose
lives contributed to the
generations that followed.
Among the important
observances of this period
is Ashtami Shraddha, per-

Ashtami Shraddha: Remembering Ancestors
and the Cultural Meaning of Pitru

Paksha

family originally lived, a grandfather
may know why relatives moved to
another city, and an older family member
may remember occupations, customs or
events that shaped the household.

When these memories are shared with
younger generations, history becomes
personal rather than distant.

The oral tradition of remembering:
India has a long tradition of passing
knowledge orally. Before modern com-
munication technologies became wide-
spread, stories, songs, religious narra-
tives and family histories were common-
ly transmitted through conversation.

Family histories followed the same
pattern. Children learned about ancestors
by listening to parents and grandparents.

This form of transmission can be
fragile. When older generations pass
away without their memories being
recorded, valuable information may dis-
appear with them. For this reason, fami-
ly gatherings and traditional observances
can play an important role. They create
occasions for older and younger genera-
tions to interact and exchange memories.

Why names matter: Names often
carry family history. Children may be
named after grandparents or other rela-
tives, creating a direct connection
between generations.

In some families, the same names
are repeated across several genera-
tions. Such practices can preserve
memories even when people have
never personally met the relatives
whose names they carry.

formed on the eighth lunar
day of the waning fort-
night. In 2026, Ashtami
Shraddha falls on October
3. The day forms part of a
broader period traditional-
ly dedicated to pitru -
ancestors - and is
observed through rituals
whose details vary across
communities and regions.

Although the cere-
monies are rooted in reli-
gious belief, the cultural
idea behind them is also
deeply connected with
memory. Pitru Paksha cre-
ates a period when fami-
lies consciously look back
at their family histories

and acknowledge the peo-
ple who came before
them.

The meaning of Pitru
Paksha: Pitru Paksha is
traditionally observed
during the waning lunar
fortnight of the Hindu
month of Bhadrapada or
its equivalent period in
regional calendars.
Families perform
Shraddha rituals on spe-
cific lunar dates associat-
ed with their ancestors.

The word Shraddha is
commonly associated
with faith, sincerity and
respect. The rituals are
therefore  traditionally

understood as expressions
of  gratitude toward
deceased family mem-
bers. Food offerings,
prayers, water offerings
and other customary prac-
tices form part of
Shraddha observances.
The exact procedure can
differ according to region-
al traditions, family cus-
toms and religious prac-
tices. For many families,
the rituals are also an
occasion to gather togeth-
er. Members of different
generations may partici-
pate, allowing children
and younger family mem-
bers to learn about rela-

tives they may never have
met.

Why Ashtami
Shraddha is observed:
Ashtami Shraddha refers
to Shraddha performed on
the eighth lunar day, or
Ashtami, during Pitru
Paksha. Families whose
ancestral observance cor-
responds with this lunar
date traditionally perform
the ritual on this day.

The significance is
therefore connected to the
lunar calendar rather than
the fixed Gregorian date.
This is why the correspon-
ding date changes from
year to year.

Jivitputrika Vrat: A Tradition of Mother-

Across India's diverse festival
calendar, several observances are
closely associated with family rela-
tionships, maternal affection and
prayers for the well-being of loved
ones. Jivitputrika Vrat, commonly
known as Jitiya or Jiutiya, is one
such traditional observance. It is
particularly associated with mothers
praying for the well-being, longevi-
ty and prosperity of their children.

The observance is especially
of Bihar,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and neigh-
bouring regions, although families
living elsewhere may also follow
The festival

prominent in parts

the tradition.

is

observed according to the Hindu
lunar calendar, and its customs vary
between communities.
Jivitputrika Vrat falls during the

In 2026,

autumn festive season, bringing
together religious devotion, family
traditions and regional cultural prac-
tices.
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