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Israel says killed October 7
attacker filmed abducting
couple

JERUSALEM.(Agency)

Israeli forces have killed a Palestinian militant who
was filmed abducting a couple at a music festival
during Hamas's deadly attack on October 7, 2023,
the military said on Sunday.Video footage widely
circulated in the aftermath of the attack showed
militants abducting Noa Argamani and her
boyfriend Avinatan Or at the Nova music festival.
Argamani was rescued in June 2024 during an
Israeli operation in the central Gaza Strip, while Or
was released by Hamas last October as part of a
ceasefire deal.Israeli forces "struck in the Nuseirat
area and eliminated the terrorist Saher Nidal Latfi
Sakr, a terrorist operative affiliated with global
jihadist organisations operating in the Gaza Strip,"
the Israeli military said in a statement on Sunday.
Sakr drove the motorcycle used to abduct Argamani
and Or, according to the statement.Hamas and allied
factions killed at least 370 people and took 44
hostages at the Nova festival on October 7, 2023,
according to Israeli figures.

Trum'p says Iran war will be
]

won 'very soon’, does not

rule out strikes before

midterms
TRENTON .(Agency)

US President Donald Trump has said he expects the
conflict with Iran to be won “very soon”, while
declining to rule out the possibility of renewed
American military strikes before the US midterm
elections.Speaking to Fox News on the sidelines of
the PGA Tour Presidents Cup on Sunday (local
time), Trump said the primary US objective was to
prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon. He
also said the end of the conflict would lead to a sharp
fall in global oil prices.“l think what's going to
happen is we're going to win this war very soon, and
as soon as we win it, the oil will go down, way down
to what it was before the war,” Trump said.

Asked whether the US could carry out further
military strikes before the midterm elections, Trump
declined to rule out the possibility.

“I don't want to say that. I don't want to say that. I
mean, it's possible, but I just don't want to say that,”
he said.“And the key is, Iran will not have a nuclear
weapon,” Trump said, adding that nuclear

deterrence was “key to the whole thing.”
On whether the US was making progress through
military action or economic sanctions under what he

called “Operation Economic Outcast”, Trump said
Washington was succeeding on both fronts.

“I think both. I think we'll win it both ways. We've
already won it really from a military standpoint,” he
said, adding, “But that doesn't mean we've stopped
that.”Trump also claimed that Iran's economy had
been severely damaged by US pressure.

“We're certainly winning it very big. If you look at
their economy, it's gone. They have no economy,” he
said.He claimed that Iran was facing soaring
inflation and a collapse in the value of'its currency.
“The value of their money is, as they say, valueless.
We have inflation. They have inflation now of close
to 300%. I heard 318% as of this morning. 300,
meaning their money is shot, their economy is shot,
their military is shot. They're in trouble.”

5 men arrested near UK air base used by US in Iran
war on suspicion of preparing a terrorist act

The arrests come at a time
of heightened tensions
around the threat from
hostile states to the U.K.,
with Russia and Iran among
those that have used
proxies fo commit crimes on
their behalf on British soil.

LONDON.(Agency)

U.K. police said that five men arrested in
the early hours of Sunday near an air base
used by the United States during its war
against Iran are being held on suspicion of
preparing a terrorist act that appeared to

involve three trucks.London’s
Metropolitan Police, which takes the lead
on potential terrorist activities, said police
received a call at 12:45 a.m. related to
the three suspicious vehicles that
appeared to be traveling toward RAF
Fairford, a U.K.-owned base that is
operated by the U.S. under an
agreement dating back to the Cold
War.The base is home to US bombers
striking IranThe arrests come at a g
time of heightened tensions around
the threat from hostile states to the
U.K., with Russia and Iran among
those that have used proxies to
commit crimes on their behalf on
British soil. In March, officials said
the number of national security cases
involving activity by hostile states
including Iran increased 50% in the six
months to December 2025.Fairford has
been used by American bombers for
strictly limited strikes against Iranian
missile sites under an agreement with

former British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, who voiced opposition to the war
after it was launched by the U.S. and Israel

on Feb. 28.Authorities are investigating a
link between the Fairford arrests and Iran
as one possibility. Iran has previously
indicated that a base used to attack its
territory is a legitimate target.

U.S. President Donald Trump praised
those who were involved in making the

arrests.“It was an amazing job. We had
them under investigation. They were
looking to do big damage to our fort. And
working with the British worked out
great,” he told reporters in Chicago on
Sunday. “We had them under view for a
long time and we got them.”

Police feared an explosion

The five men were initially arrested on
suspicion of committing offenses under
the Explosives Act in the Whelford area,
which backs onto RAF Fairford, which
hosts the headquarters of the U.S. Air
Force’s 501st Combat Support Wing and
the 420th Air Base Squadron.

Aecrial footage from Sky News appeared
to show a bomb disposal robot roaming
between three white trucks. The rear doors
of two of the vans were open and large
black items could be seen scattered
around. The robot appeared to be working
toward getting access to the third truck.
Police gave no details as to the nationality
of'those arrested.

Araghchi: Iran seeks peace but is
prepared for ‘apocalyptic war’

wold .(Agency)

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said Iran remains open to
diplomacy but is also fully prepared
for what he described as an
“apocalyptic war” if the United
States launches new attacks.

Speaking on NBC’s Meet the Press
and in a post on X, Araghchi said he
and President Masoud Pezeshkian
traveled to New York to pursue peace
rather than war. He stressed that
Tehran would continue seeking a
diplomatic solution while remaining
prepared to respond to military
aggression.The remarks come amid
stalled US-Iran negotiations. Reports
say the United States rejected a recent
Iranian proposal involving the
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz
within seven days in exchange for an
end to hostilities and the release of

frozen Iranian assets.US President
Donald Trump has said further

indirect talks are expected, with
Qatar continuing to relay messages
between Washington and Tehran.

Trump also expressed confidence
that the conflict with Iran will be won
"very soon," while acknowledging
that fresh military strikes ahead of the
US midterm elections are "possible."
Speaking to Fox News on the

sidelines of the PGA Tour Presidents
Cup on Sunday (local time), Trump
said that an end to the confrontation
would cause global oil prices to fall
sharply, reiterating that denying
Tehran a nuclear weapon is the
primary American objective."l think
what's going to happen is we're going
to win this war very soon, and as soon
as we win it, the oil will go down,
way down to what it was before the
war," Trump told Fox News.When
asked specifically whether military
strikes could resume before the
upcoming midterm elections, Trump
declined to take the option off the
table."I don't want to say that. I don't
want to say that. I mean, it's possible,
but I just don't want to say that,"
Trump said.Emphasising the core
focus of US policy, he added, "And
the key is, Iran will not have a nuclear
weapon.

Anthropic CEO Amodei to dine
with Trump at White House

«The meeting comes after
months of open conflict
between the artificial
intelligence startup and the
Trump administration.

world.(Agency)

President Donald Trump said he will
have a late dinner Sunday night with
Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei, the
top Al executive who has cautioned
about the technology's breakneck
pace of development even as the
president warns against slowing
it. The meeting comes after months of
open conflict between the artificial
intelligence startup and the Trump
administration.The private dinner is
the first one-on-one meeting between
the two men, according to US media

Russian strikes kill eight in
Ukraine, including children

including Axios, which first reported
the dinner plan.As he arrived at Joint
Base Andrews near Washington after
attending a golf tournament in
Chicago, Trump joked about putting
in a long day and having a late meal
with Amodei."And tonight, I'm
having dinner with the head of
Anthropic, so these are long days, but
I seem to be able to handle it. Right?,"
Trump told reporters.So now I'm
having dinner with Dario from, as
you know, very highly respected,
from Anthropic," Trump said.The
invitation comes two days after a
federal appeals court upheld the
Pentagon's decision to classify
Anthropic as a supply chain risk,
which prohibits the United States
military from using its models..The
startup had been punished with
sanctions by the Trump
administration after refusing in
February to allow its models to be
used for fully autonomous weapons

or domestic mass surveillance.
Trump also badmouthed Amodei,
saying he was trying to be "a perfect
little angel" after the Anthropic chief
called for a pause in Al development.
Amodei was absent Thursday at the
state dinner for Chinese President Xi
Jinping attended by Al industry
leaders, including Amodei rival Sam
Altman of OpenAl.Despite mounting
calls to slow down Al development
due to the risk of losing human
control of the technology, Trump
insists the sector's major players —
OpenAl, Anthropic, Google, and
Meta — cannot afford to slow down
for fear that China will gain the upper
hand.Asked Sunday by Fox News
about the numerous security
incidents caused by advanced Al
models, the president dismissed these
concerns, saying “I'm not worried
about it."Trump and Mike Johnson,
the speaker of the House of
Representatives.

Two dead, 14 missing after avalanche
strikes Nepal’s Himlung Peak

UNITED NATIONS.(Agency)

At least two people have been killed and 14 remain
missing after an avalanche at Nepal's Himlung peak,
an official said on Monday, as rescuers resumed their
search.The avalanche swept through the base camp of
the 7,126-metre (23,345-foot) peak near the Chinese
border early on Sunday, burying tents under deep
snow."Two bodies were found as rescuers worked
until 6:00 pm last night," Tul Singh Gurung, president
of the Nepal National Mountain Guide Association,
told AFP."The search continues for 14 expedition
workers who are still missing."A team of eight
mountain guides is involved in the search operation,
he added.Mountaineer Mingma G Sherpa, who is
leading the rescue team, said challenging weather
conditions were hampering their efforts.

"We could have saved lives but due to bad weather,
we reached the accident site only in the evening (on
Sunday)," he wrote on Facebook.

Sherpa said the deceased were both guides, while the
14 missing were kitchen staff working at the
expedition camp.Organisers initially reported that at

least 10 people were missing.

It was the latest natural disaster to hit Nepal in recent
weeks.The Himalayan nation is rebuilding from a
devastating glacial flood on August 26 that killed
more than 1,400 people and left over 6,000 missing.
And heavy rain since Thursday has triggered other
floods and landslides, killing at least 21 people,
according to the national disaster agency.

Home to eight of the world's 14 highest peaks, Nepal
relies heavily on mountaineering and trekking
tourism.

Israel Revokes Dutch Diplomats' Status

Z T

world.(Agency)

Russian strikes killed eight people across
Ukraine on Sunday, a day after Moscow
vowed to pursue the war, authorities said
Sunday.President Volodymyr Zelensky said
that Russia had fired about 3,900 drones,
aerial bombs and other missiles at Ukraine
over the past week.Russia has stepped up
attacks on Kyiv, with Ukraine charging that
Moscow is deliberately hitting civilian
targets as the country braces for another
tough winter.Interior Minister Ivan
Vyhivskyi announced that Russian strikes
hit a children's centre in the northern city of
Sumy, killing three people including a 16-
year-old girl.Zelensky said three people had
been killed in night-time strikes on the
southern Zaporizhzhia region and a Russian
drone strike had killed one man in
Kyiv.Authorities in the Odesa region said a
"massive strike" on the south of the Black
Searegion had killed one more person.Kyiv
mayor Vitaly Klitchko said a woman and
two 16-year-olds had been wounded and

hospitalised in the capital."The enemy

In West Bank Over_ Sunc’rion_s |

continues to relentlessly attack the Kyiv
region with strike drones," the city's
administration said."Sixteen sites have been
damaged," including 12 houses, a
warehouse and production facility, it added.
Russian strikes in the Odesa region
damaged housing, a shop, a hotel, a medical
building and a grain warchouse, said
regional head Oleg Kiper Targeting 'civilian
infrastructure' -"This past week, the
Russians launched more than 2,200 attack
drones against Ukraine, as well as around
1,650 aerial bombs and 38 missiles of
various types, a significant number of them
ballistic missiles," Zelensky posted on
social media.The latest strikes had targeted
two kindergartens, two schools, housing
"and other civilian infrastructure" in various
parts of the country, he added."If Russia
were truly preparing for any real steps
toward de-escalation -- as it claims,
particularly to American negotiators -- this
wave of "shahed" terror would not be
happening.

Tel Aviv.(Agency) S

Israel's foreign minister said on Sunday that
the diplomatic accreditation of Dutch
officials based in the occupied West Bank
would be revoked, after the Netherlands
began enforcing sanctions on goods from
Israeli settlements.The diplomats have seven
days to hand over Israeli-issued diplomatic
papers, Foreign Minister Gideon Saar posted
on X."After this period, the diplomatic
privileges and immunities granted to them by
the State of Israel will expire," he added.

Saarsaid the move came after the Dutch
government started enforcing a ban on goods
imported from Israeli settlements in the
Golan Heights, the West Bank and east
Jerusalem.Israel conquered theterritories
during the 1967 Arab-Isracli war and has
occupied them ever since. Settlements built
there are illegal under international law.

Also Read: Israel Closes British Consulate
Over West Bank Settlement SanctionsDutch
authorities announced this month that they
would begin enforcing a ban on settlement

goods from September 22 and that it applied
to personal baggage as well as commercial
shipments.”In recent days, Dutch and Israeli
media reported that passengers arriving from
Israel at Amsterdam's Schiphol airport had
their luggage searched for banned goods.

The US ambassador to Israel, Mike
Huckabee, a strong supporter of settlers,
posted on X that "There were some people
from Netherlands in our church this morning
who are flying back tomorrow and have to

check their souvenirs to make sure they aren't
from Judea/Samaria-possible 6 yr prison
term."Judea and Samaria is the biblical name
for the West Bank that is still used by the
Israeli government.The Dutch ban followed
coordinated action by 12 Western countries,
including Britain and France, to sanction
goods from Israeli settlements at the start of
the month.Excluding east Jerusalem, around
500,000 Israeli settlers live in the West Bank,
which is home to three million Palestinians.
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US Relies Heavily on Indian Medicines, Exempts Specialty Drugs
as 100% Pharma T arzﬁf Takes Effect

News Desk: The United
States has included India
among 20 jurisdictions
eligible for zero tariffs on
specified specialty pharma-
ceutical products, providing
targeted relief to Indian drug
exporters as Washington
moves ahead with a 100%
tariff on certain patented
pharmaceutical imports.
The US Department of
Commerce, in a notice pub—
lished on September 23, said
specified products includ-
ing orphan drugs, nuclear
medicines, plasma-derived
therapies, fertility drugs, cell
and gene therapies, and an-
tibody-drug conjugates can
qualify for zero-tariff treat-
ment, subject to prescribed
conditions.

India’s inclusion in the eli-

not mean that all Indian
specialty medicines will au-
tomatically be exempt. The
tariff treatment depends on
the product category and
the conditions laid down by
US authorities.

The move comes as the US
prepares to impose a 100%
tariff on specified patented
pharmaceutical ~ products
and associated ingredients.
For companies not covered
by earlier implementation
provisions, the higher tariff
takes effect from September
29, 2026.

Importantly, generic medi-
cines, including biosimilars
and their associated ingre-
dients, remain outside the
current Section 232 phar-
maceutical tariffs, according

to the Commerce Depart-

gible-jurisdiction list does ment. This is significant for

India, whose pharmaceu-
tical industry has a major
presence in the US generic-
drug market.

The new framework also
allows companies to seek
tariff relief for pharmaceuti-
cal products that address an

urgent US health need. Such
applications will be consid-
ered individually, with the
Commerce Department
consulting the US Trade
Representative and Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services.

The US tariff policy forms
part  of = Washington’s
broader effort to encourage
greater domestic produc-
tion of pharmaceuticals and
pharmaceutical ingredients
and reduce vulnerabilities
in critical medical supply

chains. The measures were
introduced under Presiden-
tial Proclamation 11020.

For Indian pharmaceutical
companies, the latest deci-

relationship. Indian drug-
makers have established a
substantial presence in the
American market, particu-
larly in supplying affordable

tion requirements. The final
tariff treatment will depend
on the product, company
and applicable US regula-
tory conditions.

The US has included India among jurisdictions eligible for zero tariffs on

specified specialty drugs as a 100% tariff on certain patented

pharmaceuticals takes effect.

sion creates an important
distinction between generic
medicines, patented drugs
and specially designated
pharmaceutical categories.
While specified specialty
products can qualify for
zero tariffs, patented medi-
cines outside the designated
exemptions may face signifi-
cantly higher duties.

The development is also
relevant to the wider India-
US pharmaceutical trade

generic medicines. The con-
tinued exclusion of generics
from the current Section 232
tariff regime therefore limits
the immediate impact on
a major segment of India’s
pharmaceutical exports.

At the same time, compa-
nies involved in specialty
and innovative medicines
will need to closely exam-
ine the new US rules to de-
termine whether individual

The US action therefore pro-
vides targeted rather than
comprehensive tariff relief
to Indian pharmaceuticals.
While specified specialty
medicines can receive zero-
duty treatment, Washing-
ton’s broader pharmaceu-
tical tariff policy remains
focused on encouraging
manufacturing and supply-
chain investment within the
United States.

products meet the exemp-

BSL Teams Excel at CCQC’26,
Bag 26 Awards

.ng |
m

Bokaro: Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL) teams showcased strong
performance at the Quality Circle Chapter Convention
(CCQC’26) organized by the Quality Circle Forum of In-
dia (QCFI) on September 25-26, 2026.

Of the 26 BSL teams participating in the convention, 24
won ‘Par-Excellence’ awards and two received ‘Excellence’
awards in the case study and project presentation competi-
tion. Teams from Tata Motors, ITC, Vedanta, Electrosteel
and SKF also participated.

BSL teams also excelled in other events. Vikram Sarabhai
(PEB) secured first place and Dynamic Dragon (BGH)
third in the model competition. In the Knowledge Test,
Himalaya (HRCF) stood first and Pratigya third.

The performance reflected BSLs focus on quality, innova-
tion, teamwork and continuous improvement. BSL man-
agement congratulated all the winning teams.

Two DPS Bokaro Educators Honoured
with Gargi Manju Samman 2026

Bokaro: Headmistress Priti Sinha and Senior Teacher P.
Kalawati of Delhi Public School (DPS), Bokaro, were hon-
oured with the Gargi Manju Samman Award 2026 at the
fourth edition of the award ceremony held in Ranchi.

The event, which recognised 250 Hindi and English teachers
from 114 schools across Jharkhand, was attended by noted
Hindi poet and Padma Shri awardee Dr. Ashok Chakradhar
and English scholar and artist Andrew Hoffland.

DPS Bokaro Principal Dr. A. S. Gangwar congratulated
the awardees and highlighted the vital role of teachers in
strengthening education and driving meaningful change.
Priti Sinha has 22 years of teaching experience, while P.
Kalawati has more than 25 years of experience. The two
educators expressed gratitude to the Principal for his guid-
ance and encouragement in fostering an environment that
supports innovative and holistic teaching.

11,000 Voices Recite Bhagavad Gita Together at Kolkata’s
Netaji Indoor Stadium

Kolkata: Around 11,000 peo-
ple gathered at Kolkata’s Ne-
taji Indoor Stadium on Sun-
day, September 27, for a mass
recitation of the Bhagavad
Gita, turning the venue into a
major religious congregation
in West Bengal.

The programme was or-
ganised by Bangur Jagaran
Mancha, bringing thousands
of participants together to
recite the Gita collectively.
Several reports put the num-
ber of participants at around
11,000. The event had been
announced in advance as an
11,000-voice Bhagavad Gita
recitation programme at the
Netaji Indoor Stadium, draw-
ing participants from Kolkata
and other parts of West Ben-
gal.

Suvendu Adhikari Address-
es the Gathering

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari attended
the programme and ad-
dressed the gathering. In his
speech, he urged people to
openly recite and distribute
the Bhagavad Gita and Ha-
numan Chalisa and to chant

GRAND RECITATION OF

GITA PATH

TI THOUSAND KANTH |

the Hare Krishna mantra
without hesitation. Adhikari
said “mausam badal gaya
hai’, meaning “the winds
have changed,” while describ-
ing what he presented as a
change in the environment
surrounding religious expres-
sion in the state.

He also said his government
would protect what he de-
scribed as traditional Hindu
cultural practices and warned
that those who insult saints,
monks and spiritual leaders
would face legal action. These
remarks reflect Adhikari’s
statements at the event.
Religious Gathering Takes a
Political Turn

Although the main focus

of the programme was the
collective recitation of the
Bhagavad Gita, parts of Adhi-
kari’s speech also touched on
contemporary political is-
sues. He appealed to people
to remain united and referred
to what he called the “tukde-
tukde gang” He also com-
mented on recent remarks
and controversies involving
former West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee and religious preacher
Dhirendra Krishna Shastri,
popularly known as Bagesh-
war Baba.

Adhikari further said that he
had attended the programme
as a participant in the reli-
gious gathering rather than in

his official capacity as Chief
Minister.

Plans for Larger Gita Reci-
tation Programme

The Kolkata gathering also
became a platform for an-
nouncing plans for another
much larger Gita recitation
programme.

Adhikari said a programme
involving around 10 lakh
people was planned in Kol-
kata for December 29, and
indicated that RSS chief Mo-
han Bhagwat could attend.
He also referred to plans
involving Jagadguru Ramb-
hadracharya around Makar
Sankranti next year. In addi-
tion, he said the West Bengal
government would set up a
pavilion at the Gita Mahotsav
in Kurukshetra.

These are future programmes
mentioned by the Chief Min-
ister and would be subject to
further confirmation.

The September 27 gathering
was notable for its scale, with
around 11,000 participants
joining the collective recita-
tion of the Bhagavad Gita at a
single venue in Kolkata.
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Tamil Nadu CM Vijay launches 1-gram gold ring
scheme for newborns

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay on
Monday launched the “Thaai
Maaman Thanga Mothiram
Thittam, a state scheme un-
der which eligible newborns
delivered at government
hospitals and primary health
centres will receive a one-
gram, 22-carat gold ring.

The scheme was launched at
Government Rajaji Hospi-
tal in Madurai, where Vijay
presented gold rings to new-
borns. The initiative seeks
to reflect the traditional
practice of a maternal uncle

gifting a newborn while also

encouraging  institutional
deliveries at government
healthcare facilities.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has allocated 3755.83

crore annually for the
scheme, which is expected
to cover around 4.41 lakh el-
igible babies every year. The
benefit has been extended
retrospectively to eligible

babies born from June 22,
2026, from noon onwards.
Officials clarified that the
scheme does not cover every
newborn in Tamil Nadu. Eli-
gibility is primarily linked to
births at government health-
care institutions and other
conditions prescribed under
the scheme.

The government has also
made provisions for certain
special cases, including eligi-
ble babies abandoned at gov-
ernment healthcare facilities
under the state’s cradle-baby
programme.

J&K Assembly Passes Resolution Seeking
Immediate Restoration of Full Statehood

Srinagar: The Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly
on Monday passed a resolution seeking the immediate res-
toration of full statehood to the Union Territory.

The resolution was moved by Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah and was passed by voice vote after a debate in the
House. BJP legislators opposed the resolution and staged a
walkout before the voting.

The resolution calls for its forwarding to the Government of
India for necessary action.

Four MP Heritage Sites Added to
UNESCO Tentative List

Bhopal: Four heritage sites in Madhya Pradesh have been
added to UNESCO’s World Heritage Tentative List, giving
a fresh international spotlight to the state’s cultural legacy.
The sites are Udayagiri Caves, Bagh Cave Paintings, Gin-
norgarh Fort, and the Group of Temples of the Chambal
Valley (Bateshwar, Padavali and Kakarmath). UNESCO
records show that all four were submitted by India on July
8, 2026. Udayagiri is noted for its Gupta-period rock-cut
caves, sculptures and inscriptions, while the Bagh Caves are
known for their Buddhist architecture and ancient murals.
Ginnorgarh represents the region’s historic fort architecture,
and the Chambal Valley nomination covers a group of sig-
nificant temple complexes.

The inclusion places these sites on UNESCO’s Tentative
List, an important step in the World Heritage nomination
process, but does not mean they have yet been declared UN-
ESCO World Heritage Sites.

Ranchi IT Park Planned by 2029,
75,000 Jobs Targeted in Phases

Ranchi: Jharkhand is planning to develop Ranchi as a ma-
jor IT hub with a proposed state-of-the-art IT Park targeted
for launch by 2029 and phased employment generation of
around 75,000 jobs.

The plan was discussed when RMZ Infrastructure Presi-
dent Deepak Chhabria met Chief Minister Hemant Soren at
his official residence. The first phase is expected to create
around 20,000 jobs, with the capacity planned to expand to
nearly 75,000 jobs over the following three years.
Discussions also covered setting up a Global Capability
Centre (GCC) and attracting investment in IT, artificial in-
telligence, semiconductors, manufacturing, nuclear energy
and digital infrastructure. The initiative is aimed at strength-
ening Jharkhand’s technology and industrial ecosystem.
The proposed development is also expected to create oppor-
tunities for skilled youth and technology professionals in
the state while encouraging new companies and technolo-
gy-driven businesses to establish operations in Ranchi. The
government and industry representatives discussed ways to
build the infrastructure and investment ecosystem required
to support the planned expansion.

“Tension in Ujjain as Protest Erupts Over
Shahi Mas]zd Portzon Removal

Ujjain: Tension prevailed in
Ujjain on Monday as pro-
testers opposed the removal
of a portion of the historic
Shahi Masjid for a road-
widening project ahead of
Simhastha 2028. The situ-
ation escalated after stones
were allegedly thrown at se-
curity personnel, following
which police used tear-gas
shells to disperse the crowd.
Heavy security was de-
ployed around the mosque
as the Ujjain Municipal
Corporation moved ahead

Mazhar Chouk Shahi. The
mosque is registered as a
Wagf property.

The road-widening project

with the removal process.

The action involves only
the portion of the mosque
falling within the proposed
road alignment, not the en-
tire structure. According to
records before the Madhya
Pradesh High Court, the
proposed removal includes
part of the Jamat Khana
(prayer hall), a 120-foot-
high minaret and the

covers the stretch between
Kanthal Chauraha and Go-
pal Mandir, with the road
proposed to be widened to
about 15 metres. Authori-
ties have said the work is
intended to improve traffic
movement and accommo-
date the large influx of pil-
grims expected during Sim-
hastha 2028.

The dispute had

ear-

lier reached the Madhya
Pradesh High Court. On
September 9, the Indore
Bench dismissed petitions
challenging the municipal
corporation’s action, af-
ter considering objections
raised by the petitioners
under Articles 14, 25 and
26 and Article 300A of the
Constitution. The court
also recorded that other re-
ligious structures along the
road had been affected by
the widening exercise.

Members of the Muslim

community had gathered at
the mosque, with some re-
portedly staying overnight
to oppose the proposed
removal. They argued that
the road could instead be
widened from the opposite
side and that religious struc-
tures should be spared. The
High Court was informed
on Monday that the parties
had reached a settlement
concerning removal of ob-
structions from the mosque
premises, after which relat-
ed appeals were disposed of.
The mosque’s imam, Mo-
hammad Ibrahim, has de-
scribed the structure as
around 636 years old, dating
to 1390. Monday’s confron-
tation occurred as civic au-
thorities proceeded with the
road-widening work amid
tight security, with police
taking measures to disperse
protesters after the reported
stone-pelting.
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Gyanesh Kumar shouldn't
resign under Opposition
pressure: NDA ally Athawale

Mumbai (Agency)

Union Minister Ramdas Athawale on
Sunday said Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar should not resign under
Opposition pressure over the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) process, and
argued that opposing transparent
electoral rolls amounts to opposing the
democratic system itself.

Athawale said the Election
Commission was working impartially
and should be allowed to carry out the
exercise to ensure transparent
elections. He also claimed there were
no differences among the election
commissioners.

"The Election Commission is a
constitutionally independent body.
Demanding the resignation of the
Chief Election Commissioner and
opposing transparent electoral rolls is
an opposition to the democratic
system itself," said the RPI (A) chief,
whose party is a constituent of the
BJP-led NDA. He said Kumar should
not resign under the Opposition's
pressure.

Punjab Women Panel Seeks
Reports In Rape, Student Death

Cases In Universities
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Punjab . (Agency)

The Punjab State Women Commission
has taken suo motu notice of two
separate incidents involving women
students at Lovely Professional
University (LPU) and Chitkara
University.  The cases include
allegations of rape at LPU and the
reported suicide of a student at Chitkara
University.

Punjab State Women Commission
Chairperson Raj Lalli Gill said the
Commission has sought detailed reports
from the concerned district
administrations, including the Deputy
Commissioners (DCs) and Senior
Superintendents of Police (SSPs).
According to the notice, the
Commission has taken suo motu
cognisance of the incidents reported at
both universities and has asked the
district administrations to submit
detailed reports.

Inthe LPU case, allegations of rape have
triggered protests by students against the
university management. The protesting
students have questioned why,
according to them, no immediate action
was taken by the management after it
allegedly became aware of the incident.
The Commission is expected to examine
the circumstances surrounding the
allegations, the response of the
university authorities, and the action
taken by the police and district
administration. In the Chitkara
University case, involving a girl student
who was reportedly missing and later
found dead in an apparent suicide, the
Commission will examine the
circumstances surrounding the incident.
It is also expected to seek details about
the concerns and issues reportedly faced
by students and whether these were
brought to the notice of the university
management and addressed
appropriately.

Thiruvananthapuram (Agency).

on Monday reiterated what he called
an "offer" to Chief Minister VD
Satheesan, saying Rahul Gandhi
should apologise to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and the
Election Commission or "be
prepared to be called out as
frauds". In posts on Facebook and
X, Chandrasekhar repeated the
position he had taken a day
earlier after Satheesan criticised
his remarks against the Leader of
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When will you address inflation? Gongress
slams PM over festive-season price hikes

New Delhi(Agency)

The Congress on Monday attacked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over rising prices, citing reports that
electronic appliances such as LED TVs and washing
machines are set to become costlier ahead of the festive
season. The party said the impact of inflation is spreading
beyond kitchen essentials and asked when the prime
minister would address what it called the country’s most
pressing concern. Congress general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam Ramesh shared a screenshot of a
media report which said several electronic items,
including LED TVs and washing machines, are likely to
become more expensive from October 1. According to the
report, companies are preparing to raise prices by 5 to 10
per cent because of higher raw material costs, including
copper and aluminium. In a post in Hindi on X, Ramesh
said, “The spree of fleecing the public during the festival
season continues unabated.” He said, “The brunt of
inflation is no longer confined just to the kitchen, yet the
Prime Minister remains blissfully unconcerned, blowing
his own trumpet.”

Ramesh said vegetables are becoming more expensive by
the day, with onion prices rising by 48.27 per cent in
August, while products such as air conditioners, TVs and

Congress on Monday attacked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over rising
prices and looming appliance hikes. The
attack sharpens the inflation debate as
households brace for higher festive-
season expenses.

refrigerators are also set for price hikes. He claimed that
household savings are steadily declining and family debts
are mounting. In such a situation, he asked how a common
family was supposed to meet its needs. Referring to the
Prime Minister’s radio programme, Ramesh said, “In his
‘Mann Ki Baat’ radio series, the Prime Minister keeps
sermonising on various issues, but when will he address
the country’s most pressing concern — inflation? When
will he care about the public’s worries?”

He said people were already struggling with rising prices
and there was no relief coming from the government.
Asking how the average family was supposed to manage
its budget, Ramesh said, “How long will the middle class
and the poor have their backs broken with a burden like
this?”” The Congress has been targeting the government
over rising prices of essential commodities and household
items, and has urged it to reduce the burden on ordinary
people. The government, however, has rejected the
Congress’s claims and has pointed to GDP figures to say
the economy is growing ata fast pace.

On what legal basis, who earns? SC asks
government to explaim UPI MDR charge

The court asked the authorities to explain
the legal basis for charging MDR on UPI
transactions. It also sought clarity on the
role of the RBI and NPC| under the new

framework.

New Delhi(Agency)

The Supreme Court on Monday sought clarity from the Centre,
RBI and NPCI on the legal basis for imposing a Merchant
Discount Rate (MDR) on certain UPI transactions. The court
also asked who would earn from the charges and how the money
would be distributed.

The matter came up during a plea challenging the Centre's
decision to impose MDR on specified UPI person-to-merchant
transactions above Rs 2,000. The petitioner sought a stay on the
implementation of the charges, but the Supreme Court declined
to grant an immediate stay.

SC ASKS GOVERNMENT TO EXPLAIN LEGAL BASIS

The court asked the authorities to explain the legal basis for
charging MDR on UPI transactions. It also sought clarity on the
role of the RBI and NPCI
under the new framework.
The court said it would
consider the issue after the
concerned authorities file
their affidavits. It has not
taken a final view on the
legality of the charges at
this stage.

WHAT IS THE NEW UPI MDR FRAMEWORK?

The government has ended nearly six years of fully free UPI
payments by introducing a 0.4 per cent fee on specified
merchant payments above Rs 2,000 from October 15. Person-
to-person transfers and smaller payments will remain outside
the charge.

The MDR will be capped at Rs 300 for payments of Rs 75,000
and above. Essential and thin-margin sectors, including
railways, telecom, insurance, fuel and agricultural inputs, will
pay a flat MDR of Rs 5 per transaction for payments above Rs
2,000.

1,500 stranded pilgrims on Kedarnath trek route rescued after landslide

Rescue teams
evacuated about 1,500
pilgrims stranded near
Chirbasa on the
Kedarnath trek route

after a landslide. The

operation was carried
out amid continuous
rockfall as heavy rain
kept the Char Dham
Yatra suspended.

electoral rolls. On X, Chandrasekhar wrote,

Madurai (Agency).

About 1,500 pilgrims stranded in the Chirbasa
area along the Kedarnath trek route were
successfully evacuated, officials said on
Monday. Joint teams comprising State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF), National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and District Disaster
Response Force (DDRF) successfully rescued
and escorted approximately 1,500 pilgrims to
Gaurikund after they were stranded late at
Sunday night, the SDRF said in a press
statement. It said that the Sonprayag police
received information that several pilgrims were
stranded on the other side of the route in the
Chirbasa area -- located about 3 kilometres
beyond Gaurikund -- due to a landslide. Upon
receiving the information, an SDRF team from
Sonprayag, led by Sub-Inspector Ashish Dimri,
arrived at the site and found debris accumulated
on the road near the Chirbasa helipad due to the
landslide, officials said. Additionally,
continuous rockfalls from the hillside made the
movement of pilgrims extremely hazardous.

e e A
Rajeev Chandrasekhar presses for Rahul
Gandhi's apology over SIR dissent row

Kerala BJP chief Rajeev Chandrasekhar renewed his demand that Rahul Gandhi apologise to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the
Election Commission over his remarks on the dissent between election commissioners over the SIR exercise.

Satheesan condemned some of his remarks
“Here's my offer to CM @vdsatheesan. [f you against Rahul Gandhi and said personal and
Kerala BJP president Rajeev Chandrasekhar ~don't take up my offer but persist in using lies, abusive comments against the Leader of the
unkept promises, corruption, and Opposition in the Lok Sabha did not amount

Assessing the situation, the SDRF, NDRF, and
DDREF teams launched a joint rescue operation,
they said. The rescue teams carefully guided the
pilgrims across the landslide zone; they were
safely escorted to the other side and sent onward

to Gaurikund, according to the statement. The
Char Dham Yatra in Uttarakhand remained
suspended for the second consecutive day on
Sunday due to incessant heavy rain, officials
have said.

Vijay promises gold for babies

Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay launched a gold ring scheme for newborns in

Madurai. The rollout drew BJP criticism, with Tamilisai Soundararajan saying

children need quality milk more urgently than gold.

Madurai (Agency).

The welfare initiative is aimed at honouring
motherhood, promoting women's health and

to political criticism.Responding
to Satheesan, Chandrasekhar said
he seldom made personal attacks
on political opponents but was
"compelled" to do so in Rahul
Gandhi's case. He also criticised
Rahul Gandhi over his remarks
against the Prime Minister and the
Election Commission, saying
those remarks should be
condemned.

state.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay on
Monday launched a gold ring scheme for
newborns in Madurai, but .
the initiative has already 3

drawn criticism from the ﬁt G'A 3
BJP over the reported ! e
shortage of milk in the .

BIP leader Tamilisai
Soundararajan hit out at .~
wl
the state government
over the scheme,
saying that children
need milk more than

encouraging institutional births by attracting
more families to public healthcare. The
scheme will provide 22-

# 2 carat gold rings to eligible

“ newborns. The state

government has earmarked
an annual outlay of Rs
755.83 crore for the
programme and has
i already procured 1.28 lakh
gold rings for its initial
rollout. It will cover
eligible babies born in
state-run hospitals to
native mothers on or after

RN
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BJP FLAGS MILK CRISIS
In her attack, BJP's Tamilisai Soundararajan also
questioned when the reported shortage of

He had said, "If you get Rahul to
apologise for calling our PM
b Narendra Modi a 'deshdrohi' and
® have him apologise to the Election
Commission for lying, then I promise to stop
referring to Rahul Gandhi as a fraud."

Opposition in the Lok Sabha.

The exchange also followed

Satheesan's criticism of Chandrasekhar's
response to reported differences of opinion
within the Election Commission (EC) over
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of

app

easement as your political strategy,
prepared to be called out as frauds. Every
time.” Chandrasekhar, the MLA from
Nemom, had first made the "offer" after

® @ & | & & & @& @& | ® @ @

gold. An electoral
promise, Vijay
unveiled the
‘Thaimaaman Thanga
Modhiram’ scheme at
the Government Rajaji
Hospital in Madurai.

quality milk would be addressed. “Children need
milk...We are going to give gold jewellery; when
are we going to fix the shortage of quality

milk?” she said, adding that the need for quality
milk was greater than gold for children.

June 22, 2026. Vijay is
scheduled to present the
gold rings to beneficiaries
at the Rajaji Government
Hospital during the
statewide launch of the
scheme.
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Working the
government with
borrowed eyes

Every morning, before I leave for work, I ask a
machine whether my shirt matches my trousers.

It is not a question I could once answer for myself.
For a person blind since birth, the small rituals that
sighted people perform without a
thought—checking that a collar is clean, that the
colours do not quarrel, that no stain is announcing
itself ahead of a review meeting—have always
meant borrowing someone else’s eyes: a parent’s, a
spouse’s, a colleague’s, a kind stranger’s. You learn
to live with the borrowing.You also learn what it
costs, in small surrenders of privacy, to need
another person simply in order to know how you
look. Now an application on my phone tells me, in
its level voice, that the blue shirt does not agree
with the green trousers, and that I would do well not
to step out dressed like Dobby the house-elf in
Harry Potter’s world. The reliefis out of proportion
to the task. It is the relief of deciding something
about myself, by myself.This is the part of the
artificial intelligence story that the productivity
debates keep missing. For most people, these tools
are a faster horse—they do a little more quickly
what could already be done. For a blind person,
they are often the difference between doing a thing
oneself and not doing it at all. A machine that can
look at a photograph and describe it does not so
much save me time as hand back a small piece of
the world that was previously shut.

The examples multiply once you begin to notice
them. A blind student can now have the diagram in
her textbook described to her—the graph, the
labelled figure, the illustration that carried half the
lesson and none of the words, and that students
before her, myself included, simply had to do
without. She can be in on the meme her classmates
are laughing at, fluent at last in a visual language
everyone else speaks without effort—which is less
about information than about belonging. None of
this shows up in any measure of efficiency. All of it
decides, quietly, whether a person is folded into the
ordinary life around her or left a little to one side of
it. I meet the same capability at my own desk, at a
larger scale. Governments run on things a screen
reader was never able to read: scanned files,
photographed documents, hand-drawn maps, a
junior officer’s picture of a half-built road sent up
from the field. For much of my career, these were
sealed to me unless someone read them aloud. Now
I can ask a machine to describe the worksite in the
photograph, or to boil a two-hundred-page project
report down to the parts that deserve a closer look.
It is the same trick that sorts my wardrobe—sight,
briefly, on loan—turned to the work of governance
instead of the work of'a morning.

I try not to mistake the gift for a miracle. The
machine is confident even when it is wrong, and I
cannot glance at the original to catch it out; the duty
of verification that everyone now carries sits a little
heavier on someone who cannot see the thing being
described. With a shirt, the stakes are low and the
bargain is plainly worth it—the worst case is a
small sartorial crime.With a confidential file, I am
not permitted to feed into a public tool in the first
place, or a Tamil document the model only half-
follows, the sum comes out differently. And the
tools that promise access are themselves, often
enough, delivered through apps and pages a blind
user can barely move through—an irony one learns
to curse under one’s breath.hich is exactly where
the State should come in, for none of this ought to
depend on the luck of which application a person
can afford or reach. Accessibility already sits in our
law—the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act,
the guidelines for government websites—and is
honoured largely in the breach. As governments
now hurry to buy and build Al, the moment is
unusually good to insist that access be a condition
of purchase rather than a patch applied afterwards;
that public-facing systems work with a screen
reader from the first line of code.

Why it’s getting harder to end wars

Conflicts are increasingly viewed through the implications for the wider balance of power

NEARLY 2.5 lakh people were killed in armed conflicts in
2025. The Uppsala Conflict Data Program recorded 65
armed conflicts involving states, the highest number
since the Second World War. More than four years after
Russia’s full-scale invasion, the war in Ukraine grinds on
without a political settlement. In Gaza, three years of
fighting have left over 73,000 dead. A ceasefire has not
resolved the underlying political and security questions,
and violence continues. The war launched by the US and
Israel on Iran has passed the six-month mark and spread
across the region.In 1971, Fred 1kl¢é published Every War
Must End, a book in which he observed that war
termination was a neglected element in strategic
thought. Governments, he argued, devoted
considerable attention to the preparation for and
conduct of wars, but far less thinking to the political
and military conditions necessary to bring them to
an end. He attributed this difficulty to the
disconnect between military action and political
purpose, shifting aims as conflict progressed, and
the weight of sacrifices already made, which made
compromise increasingly difficult.None of the
difficulties described by Iklé has disappeared, but
the problem today may extend beyond the failure of
governments to think strategically about how wars
should end. Three contemporary developments
deserve particular attention. Taken together, they
raise the possibility that the conditions necessary to
terminate wars have become more difficult to
establish.The first is a sharpening of geopolitical
power competition as the American unipolar
moment recedes. Conflicts are increasingly viewed
not merely through the objectives of the
belligerents, but through the implications for the
wider balance of power. A rival’s war can become an
opportunity to weaken it, even when negotiations are
possible. The Western support for Ukraine serves both as
a defence against Russian aggression and the wider
strategic objective of constraining Russia. China and
Russia have an interest in propping up Iran so that the US
cannot achieve a quick victory.The institutions entrusted
with maintaining international peace and security have
fallen prey to the same geopolitical divisions. When
permanent members of the Security Council are
themselves belligerents or have a strategic interest in the
outcome of the war, they have little incentive to come
together to halt aggression. Other multilateral forums like
the SCO, BRICS and G20 offer few alternatives and have
struggled to develop a common approach to ending
ongoing conflicts. War termination thus becomes hostage

to the competing interests of the very powers whose

ends, but the conditions that gaverise to itremain.

cooperation has often been essential to bringing conflicts The third development is a changing information

to an end.The second development is that decisive
victory, the oldest way to end a war, has become
increasingly difficult against a serious opponent. The
proliferation of relatively inexpensive and widely
distributed military capabilities has given weaker
adversaries greater means to resist superior forces.
Drones have enabled Ukraine to take the war deep into
Russian territory, even as thousands of them saturate the
frontlines, rendering traditional set-piece attacks to

capture territory extremely hazardous.

On paper, the US and Israel possess an overwhelming
military advantage over Iran, but that has not stopped Iran
from widening the conflict with missile attacks across the
region. The ability to inflict enormous military damage
does not necessarily translate into the ability to compel an
adversary to accept defeat.

Nuclear weapons introduce another paradox. They are the
ultimate instrument of force, yet their possession can
make a decisive victory against a nuclear-armed
adversary exceptionally difficult. Russia’s nuclear
arsenal constrains the extent of Western military support,
while the fear of escalation keeps the conflict limited
below the threshold that could invite a nuclear response.

Where both adversaries are nuclear-armed, nuclear
weapons can help bring an immediate confrontation to a
halt without resolving its underlying causes. The fighting

Apart from culprits, act against assault videos shared online

environment that has narrowed the political space for
compromise. Leaders mobilise public support for war by
promising ambitious objectives and demonising the
adversary. Social media amplifies these messages, and
they become entrenched in public memory.

Any tentative concession by the government is portrayed by

the domestic Opposition as a surrender or betrayal. Even
when the two sides recognise the need for compromise,
leaders find themselves constrained by the high
expectations they have created among their
populations.The proliferation of fake news
and Al-generated photos and videos has
further complicated matters. Both sides can
selectively present battlefield success,
exaggerate enemy losses and even
manufacture evidence of victory. These
competing narratives can sustain public
expectations of victory even when the
military situation offers no such justification.
Leaders find it difficult to acknowledge
setbacks that contradict their own claims of
success. The battle to control perceptions has
thus become an obstacle to ending the war
itself.These three developments reinforce
each other. When decisive military victory
becomes elusive, a negotiated settlement
assumes greater importance. However,
geopolitical competition makes such
settlements difficult to achieve, while
competing narratives leave leaders with little
space for compromise. As fighting continues,
external interests become entrenched and
public expectations harden. What begins as a conflict with
clear objectives can develop into one in which neither side
can secure victory, yet neither can easily accept peace.

1klé’s warning thus acquires renewed significance for

contemporary strategic thinking. Governments must
clearly define what they seek to achieve through the use of
military force, but also retain the flexibility to reassess
political objectives based on military realities. Ultimately,
wars are a two-sided contest, and their termination cannot
be based on one side’s objectives alone. The adversary has
his own interests and calculations about the costs of
continued fighting. Ending a war requires understanding
what could persuade the enemy that stopping the fighting
is the preferred outcome. A strategy that leaves the
opponent with no acceptable way out gives him every
reason to keep fighting.

Policymakers must also examine if the existing laws suffice to target the evolving methods of sexual violence in the
digital sphere, especially if visuals are shared in the seedier sections of mainstream platforms for profit

1

‘Women and girls are accustomed to having their movements
restricted in the name of safety. If they venture out alone
and face violence, society often turns the accusatory lens
on them to police their behaviour, rather than the
perpetrator. Taking a male relative or friend along is
thought to protect them. Yet, recent incidents in a New
Delhi park and two Bihar districts have shown that even
such a safeguard can be meaningless. On the contrary, the
presence of a boy with a young girl is easily weaponised
against her on the euphemism of ‘moral policing’. In
reality, this behaviour that is often exercised by men—and
validated by other men—is another way in which
patriarchal values are reinforced by clamping down on
women’s rights and freedoms.In the Delhi case, three men
are accused of sexually assaulting a 17-year-old girl, who
was accompanied by a male friend, by posing as police
personnel. In Bihar’s Jamui, the violence that a girl and her
teenage classmates faced after sundown was filmed. Just

days later, another video from Samastipur was shared in
which a group rounds up on a young couple in broad
daylight.Following these incidents, women students of
the renowned Lady Shri Ram College in Delhi, that is
located near the park, raised concerns for their own safety.
Meanwhile, Bihar police initiated action to take down
videos of the underage girls’ molestation from social

media accounts.Three aspects deserve particular
attention. First, almost 14 years after the Delhi rape
protests, it is unconscionable that public spaces in the
capital and elsewhere remain utterly unsafe for women.
The ‘smartness’ of India’s cities is meaningless if they
cannot, at the very least, be well-lit and adequately
policed. Second, filming of sexual violence by
perpetrators has become a dangerous norm. In such cases,
the police must also invoke the relevant laws to crack
down on the additional digital violence that re-victimises
the survivor for as long as the material is online.
Policymakers must also examine if the existing laws
suffice to target the evolving methods of sexual violence
in the digital sphere, especially if visuals are shared in the
seedier sections of mainstream platforms for profit. Third,
as experts and this publication continue to contend, it is the
certainty of punishment that reduces crime, not the
severity.

What Gandhi's experiments with food can teach us

«As a nationwide nutrition campaign plays out, it would be instructive to look at the Mahatma’s inquiries about diet.
Despite being a vegetarian, he believed food choices should never be forced

Anyone who reads Mahatma Gandhi’s primary writings,
like his 96-volume collected works, will be startled by the
sheer amount written on nutrition. “My experiments on
dietetics are dear to me as my researches on ahimsa. They
give me recreation and joy,” he wrote in The Story of My
Experiments with Truth. He constantly experimented
with his diet, trying new foods or regimens.

andhi also happily advised others on what they to eat, and
ended letters to family members with a description of his
current diet and an exhortation for them to tell him what
they were eating. He tried to keep up with dietary writings,
like the works of the American dietician J H Kellogg,
whose magnum opus, The New Dietetics: A Guide to
Scientific Feeding in Health and Disease, he received in
1927. “It is enough to make one giddy even to
contemplate reading that volume,” he wrote to his
American correspondent R B Gregg.Which is why,
among the myriad ways modern India might disappoint
Gandhi, our continued failures on nutrition might be what
hurts him most personally. What is the value of our
technological leaps and massive infrastructure
development when you know that lakhs of children
remain hungry or are eating food of such poor quality that
their lives are stunted from the start?Yes, this is simplistic,
and arguments about how development at all levels raises
the economy in general may be true. But can you honestly
say you haven’t felt that sickening feeling sometimes, as
you speed by to another restaurant, that India still has
people whose daily nutritional intake is less than what was
probably wasted in preparing your meal? The tourism
ministry recently announced a deal to get Michelin’s
restaurant guide to India. Would Gandhi have felt this was

an achievement?What is particularly odd is that this
nutritional deficiency exists at a time when more
nutritional advice comes at us than ever before.
Companies push products on us. Social media influencers
attack companies for doing that, and make their own
suggestions. Politicians and pundits offer advice on
how we can improve our life by changing our diets. And
the algorithms are always telling us to take a
supplement, stop eating this, start eating that and find
the food hack that will deliver us true health.Yet, the
lecturing doesn’t seem to be accompanied by listening.
When it comes to nutrition, there seems to be gap in
understanding why people make their food choices.
What you eat has become a way to label and then judge
you, rather than a way to understand you. A good
example is the government’s millets campaign, which
never seems to end—as was evident with the millet
pulao served at the BRICs banquet. But where are all
the people willingly eating snacks, main meals and
banquets made of millets?

The campaign never stopped to ask why Indians
stopped eating millets. Traditional consumption of
millets started dropping from the late 19th century, as
maize in particular substituted it, along with increased
availability of rice and wheat. Indians didn’t forget that
millets were healthy, but just didn’t like eating them as
much as these other grains. Millets are, as their name
indicates, mostly grains so small that their husk can’t be
removed, so they must be consumed whole.This is what
makes millets more nutritious rather than the starch-heavy
milled wheat and rice, but also makes them stodgy when
cooked. The millet campaign might have had more

success if'it started by working for solutions people would
accept. This might have included focusing on ragi, the one
millet that’s easy to eat, or advocating easier-to-eat mixes
of millets and starchy grains. It might even have

concluded that most people would not eat millets, but they
could still be grown to ferment into ethanol or as a
substitute for sugarcane, as one variety of sorghum
(jowar) can be grown.

But this would have meant really engaging, without
judgement, with what people ate and didn’t. It was easier
just to tell them that they should eat instead, and then jump
on this badgering bandwagon with books, articles and
events—which people would consume and then go back
to eating rice and wheat. This is a recent example, but this
tendency to find magic solutions and then lecture Indians

on why they should follow them goes back decades—to
the lean years after independence and famines of the
1960s.Gandhi’s long engagement with diets suggests a
slightly different approach. He was ready to give advice,
but also listen to it—hence his regular requests
for correspondents to tell him what they were
eating. He experimented with many different
diets—salt-free, fruitarian, raw food—but
ultimately concluded that there was no one
solution, just constant listening to one’s body and
experimenting with what works. He was always
interested in the potential of new foods—for
example, discussing the potential of avocados
with Paramahansa Yogananda, the California-
based guru, or the soy-based experiments of
Narahari Rao, Vinoba Bhave’s father.Gandhi
was a committed vegetarian, but he was never
dogmatic about it, nor did he believe that it
automatically made you better or even healthier.
From his early years as a student in London,
where his political awakening happened while
working with the Vegetarian Society, he was
aware of how painfully dogmatic and divisive vegetarians
could be and how, crucially, this was counter-productive
to their cause.When a correspondent raised a hypothetical
question about whether a husband who had become a
vegetarian could compel his wife to do the same, Gandhi
replied that, on the contrary, it was his duty to keep buying
her meat while still trying to persuade her to switch from
true conviction. He believed that real change could not be
achieved through forcing a choice, but from genuinely
convincing people why a certain way was best.
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Frame hit costs India women's
25m pistol medal at Asian
Games. What is it?

New Delhi. (Agency)

India's shooting campaign at the Asian
Games suffered another setback on Monday,
September 28, with the defending
champions finishing fifth in the women's
25m pistol team event. Manu Bhaker, Esha
Singh and Rahi Sarnobat finished with 1727
points, eight points behind silver medallists
South Korea and seven behind bronze
medallists Chinese Taipei, after China won
gold with 1743.India had been in contention
for a medal before a disastrous rapid series
from Sarnobat changed the complexion of
the competition. Sarnobat registered a frame
hit during the crucial stage of the
competition, resulting in a score of zero for
that shot.India subsequently appealed the
decision, believing the shot had not been
properly registered by the scoring
technology. The appeal, however, was
rejected by the Asian Games authorities, who
upheld the original decision.

WHAT ISAFRAME HIT?

A frame hit occurs when a shot hits the frame
surrounding the scoring area rather than the
target itself, resulting in no score.

Asian Games Live: September 28 Updates

In a high-pressure competition such as the
Asian Games, a frame hit can prove
particularly costly because every shot
matters in a team event where the combined
scores of three shooters determine the final
standings.In Sarnobat's case, India believed
the zero could have been the result of a
technical issue with the scoring system. The
matter was reviewed, but the authorities
concluded that Sarnobat had fired before
properly settling on the target and upheld the
frame-hit call.One of the shooting coaches
explained to India Today that such an error
can happen under pressure, particularly
when a shooter is unable to settle properly
before taking the shot.The zero came at a
crucial point for India, who had been in the
hunt for a podium finish.

India vs Afghanistan: When and
where to watch Asian Games
crlcket quarterﬁnal

TRADE

INV
NAGOYA. (Agency)

India begin their bid to defend the men’s
cricket gold medal at the Asian Games
2026 when they face Afghanistan in the
quarter-finals at the Korogi Sports Park in
Nisshin on Monday, September 28.
Shreyas Iyer’s side received a direct entry
into the last eight based on India’s position
among Asia’s top-ranked T20I teams,
while Afghanistan had to fight through the
group stage.India head into the knockout
stage with a strong squad featuring several
established T20 names. Abhishek Sharma
will be one of the biggest threats at the top
of the order after his explosive recent
performances, while Sanju Samson, Ishan
Kishan and Tilak Varma give India plenty
of batting depth. Captain Shreyas Iyer will
be expected to anchor the middle order and
lead a side packed with experience.The
bowling attack also has considerable
firepower. Jasprit Bumrah brings
experience and control with the new ball
and at the death, while Arshdeep Singh
offers another left-arm pace option. Axar
Patel, Washington Sundar and Ravi
Bishnoi give India multiple spin options,
which could become particularly important
if the pitch offers assistance.It remains to
be seen whether Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
gets an opportunity after being benched for
the three-match T20I series against
Afghanistan and the solitary T201 against
Japan.

HOW AFGHANISTAN REACHED
THE QUARTERFINAL

Afghanistan were placed in Group A
alongside Japan and Nepal. They began
their campaign with a convincing 48-run
win over hosts Japan, posting 129 for 6
before bowling Japan out for 81. Arab Gul
Momand was the star with the ball, taking 4

Sports
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Akshaj Shenoy: India's League of Legends
captain faces tough odds Asian Games

Asian Gumes 2026: Akshaj
Shenoy has been playing
aqainst the odds his entire
life. Now, as India's League
of Legends captain, he faces
his biggest challenge yet.
Chasing India's first esports
medal.

I
New Delhi. (Agency)

Akshaj Shenoy has been playing against the
odds his entire life.At 24, he will captain
India's team at the Asian Games 2026 in
Aichi-Nagoya. But the real fight started
long before this tournament. It started when
he was a kid in Kochi with a shared PC and a
game nobody in India cared about. It

continued when he had to hop between
foreign servers because India did not have
one. It persisted when his relatives mocked
what he was doing, when society said this
was not a real career, and when the
infrastructure did not exist.Now he
faces the odds again. India's group at
the Asian Games is brutal. The
toughest possible draw. South Korea
will be there. Chinese Taipei will be
there. Teams that have been building
professional ecosystems for 15 years |
while India is just starting to believe
esports was real.But here is what |
matters: if India wins, it will be the
country's first esports medal at the
Asian Games. That is what he is
playing forl wanted to prove
something," Akshaj said in an
exclusive interview with India Today.
KOCHI, THE PC,THE GAME

Akshaj grew up fighting his cousins for
time on a shared PC. When they left, the
machine was his. As most 90s kids would
relate, most high-end games would not run
on it. Too demanding. League of Legends

would. He downloaded it after seeing some
videos on YouTube, started playing for fun,
and that was it for ten years.

Justahobby for a kid with time to kill.

As he was building his skills in the game, he
hopped servers looking for competition.
North America. Europe. Japan. The ping
made everything unplayable. The
connection was terrible. The equipment was
wrong. But he kept playing anyways.

One day while playing on the Japanese
server, he found a fellow Indian player.

"Why are you playing here?" the stranger
asked.That one conversation led him to the
Indian League of Legends community. It
was small. Real tournaments existed, but
barely. Real players existed, but they
were scattered across the country. By
11th grade, Akshaj had a plan. He
identified the best player in every role.
Then he approached them all.Stop
playing separately. Form a super team.
See where that goes.

| They said yes. His experience there
gave him insights into leadership. Not
because there was a pathway or a
system. Simply because he liked the
game and wanted to build something
fromit.

THE PATTERN REPEATS

The team competing at this edition of
the Asian Games came together over many
years.Three players stayed with him from
India's 2022 team, which finished fifth in
Hangzhou. Ahmed Shahid joined them.
They won domestic tournaments. They beat
Southeast Asian and Middle Eastern teams
on multiple occasions.

I'm hurting: PV Sindhu slams organisers in
scathing post after Asian Games hearthreak

New Delhi. (Agency)

PV Sindhu has hit out at the Asian Games
organisers after her quarter-final exit in
women's singles, saying the punishing
schedule had taken a toll and questioning
the absence of video review during her
defeat to China's Chen Yufei.Sindhu lost
21-11, 18-21, 10-21 to the World No. 4 on
Sunday after taking the opening game
comfortably. The Indian was locked at 18-
18 in the second game before Chen won
three straight points to take control of the
contest, eventually forcing a decider and
winning it 21-10.Sindhu said those three
points have continued to play on her mind.
“My Asian Games campaign is over, and
I’m hurting. Three points from closing out
that quarterfinal. I keep coming back to
those three points,” Sindhu wrote in a
social media post.

ASIAN GAMES IN SHAMBLES

The former world champion also

suggested that the absence of a video
review system had added to her
frustration. Sindhu played her quarter-
final on Court 4, where video referral was

not available, with the system being used
only on Courts 1 and 2 at the Asian Games.
She felt some of the close line calls could
have gone her way and potentially
changed the momentum of the second

game.The scheduling had also left Sindhu
with little time to recover between
matches. She played three singles matches
in roughly 24 hours, with her third-round
contest against Japan's Tomoka
Miyazaki ending around 1:30 am
on Sunday before she returned to
the court for her quarter-final
against Chen less than 12 hours
later.“Three matches in 18 hours.
Back at 3 a.m., out again at 8:30
a.m. It took a toll,” Sindhu
wrote.The demanding schedule
had affected other singles players
as well. Unnati Hooda also played
three matches in roughly 26 hours
before losing to Japan's Akane
Yamaguchi in the quarter-
finals.I'M HURTING: PV SINDHU

The compressed schedule had also drawn
criticism from other players at the Asian
Games. China's women's doubles World
No. I Tan Ning said.

Former WWE wrestler Benjamin
Satterley ‘Pac’ dies aged 40

MANCHESTER. (Agency)

Professional wrestler Benjamin Satterley,
better known as ‘Pac’ in All Elite
Wrestling and ‘Neville’ during his time in
WWE, has passed away at the age of 40.
All Elite Wrestling confirmed his death
on Sunday night. The promotion did not
reveal the cause of death or share
information about the circumstances
surrounding his passing.

“All Elite Wrestling is saddened to
announce the passing of Benjamin
Satterley, aka Pac. A native of Newcastle
upon Tyne, England, Satterley began his
wrestling career in 2004 and went on to
perform for wrestling organizations all
over the world, captivating fans with
innovative high-flying moves and
incredible in-ring ability,” AEW said in a
statement.Pac signed with All Elite
Wrestling in 2019 and held multiple AEW
Championships and competed in some of
the most memorable matches in AEW

history,” it added.Satterley’s death came
shortly after his final appearance in the
ring. He wrestled at AEW All Out in
Chicago on September 26, facing
Andrade El Idolo for the AEW National

Championship. Andrade retained the title
after countering Pac’s Brutalizer
submission into a pin. At present, no
official information has been released
regarding the cause of Satterley’s death.
Who was Benjamin Satterley?

Satterley was born in Newecastle upon
Tyne, England, on August 22, 1986. He
started his wrestling career in 2004 and
established himself on the British
independent circuit before taking his
career overseas, most notably
competing in Japan for Dragon
Gate.

He then signed with WWE in
2012 and was introduced to NXT
fans as Adrian Neville. He
became one of the prominent
performers during its early years,
clinching the NXT Tag Team
Championship and later the NXT
Championship.His reign as NXT
champion lasted 286 days, from
February to December 2014. He
earned the nickname of ‘The Man Gravity
Forgot’ for his brilliant high-flying style
and became a fan favourite for his
signature move ‘The Red Arrow’, which
is a spectacular 450° splash performed
from the top rope.

Lovlina's next fight is for Asian
Games gold, but the journey
matters more

New Delhi. (Agency)

The silver medal in Glasgow did not leave
Lovlina Borgohain with regrets alone. It left
her with questions.What could she have done
earlier? Which openings did she miss? Where
did her rhythm slip? And what would it take to
make sure those small moments went her way
the next time?At 28, Borgohain knows that a
boxing career is rarely defined by one result.
Tokyo gave her the joy of an Olympic
breakthrough. Paris left her with the pain of
disappointment. Glasgow brought her a first
Commonwealth Games medal, but the silver
after a defeat to Australia’s Emma-Sue
Greentree left her with unfinished business.
Each tournament has changed her in a different
way. Each setback has forced her to look more
closely at the boxer she is becoming.Now, as
she prepares for another Asian Games
campaign in the 75kg category, Borgohain
carries the experience of a career that has
already taken her to Olympic, World
Championships, Asian Games and
Commonwealth Games podiums.

The medals have come. So have the difficult
questions. The hunger, however, remains.

Her most recent lesson came in Glasgow,
where Borgohain won her first
Commonwealth Games medal but had to settle
for silver after losing to Greentree in the final.
Rather than allow the defeat to linger, she went
back to the fight, studied the moments she
could have handled differently and turned the
loss into part of her preparation.Now, with just
eight boxers in the 75kg draw, Borgohain is
one victory away from securing another Asian
Games medal. She opens against South
Korea’s Suyeon Seong and could meet
reigning 70kg world champion Natalya
Bogdanova of Kazakhstan or Uzbekistan’s
world bronze medallist Aziza Zokirova in the
semifinal.

In Virat Kohli we trust: Shubman Gill leaves
batter alone as India begin World Cup prep

CHENNAL (Agency)

India captain Shubman Gill is more than
happy to leave Virat Kohli alone as India
begin their preparation for the ODI World
Cup 2027. Kohli, on Sunday, September 27,
put up another staggering performance,
hitting yet another ODI century against West

Indies. Kohli smashed an unbeaten 139 off

just 88 balls, helping India chase down 296
runs in just 41.4 overs.The hundred, Kohli's
fourth in the last 11 innings, was yet another
proof of the legend, perhaps enjoying his
finest batting form in his ODI career. The
batter has recently unlocked his ODI
batting, where instead of playing the long

games for India to let him do his thing
and the team trusted him to do exactly
that.

"Someone like him, who has won so
many games for the country. Who has
done it over and over again, you just let
him play however he wants to play on the
day because when he plays well, he can
win matches for you," Shubman said
after India's win in the 1st ODI against
West Indies.

IN VIRAT KOHLIWE TRUST

Gill's comments underline the kind of
freedom India can afford to give Kohli
when he is in this kind of form. With the
veteran batter continuing to produce
India's

career had been a motivating
factor." Again, it excites you when
you have to unlock a new version at
this stage of your career, which will
eventually help any team that you
play for, be it playing for India or in
the IPL."That new version was on
full display in
Thiruvananthapuram.

Kohli took 40 balls to reach his
fifty before accelerating
dramatically. He finished unbeaten
on 139 from 88 balls, hitting 10
fours and nine sixes, as India
completed a comfortable chase of
296.His 151-run partnership with
Gill was the foundation of the

game, he shows aggression from the very
start of his innings.Kohli's sensational form
more or less confirms him for the ODI World
Cup spot. Reacting to Kohli's knock after the
game, Shubman said Kohli has won enough

N T T T

of up the ante and play a gear or two higher,
and yeah, that was exciting for me to work
on," Kohli said after his century.The 37-
year-old said the challenge of finding
another version of himself at this stage of his

B TS T T I I e @

match-winning performances,
captain is happy to let him decide how he
wants to approach his innings.And Kohli
knows that his batting has changed."I've got
a challenge at this stage of my career to kind

b | ® @ @

for 8, while Nangeyalia Kharote claimed 3
for 19.Afghanistan then lost to Nepal by
five wickets, leaving the group
qualification race dependent on the final
Nepal-Japan match.

chase. Gill made 110 from 108 balls, but it
was Kohli who provided the explosive
finish, taking the game away from West
Indies in the latter stages.
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Zaheer Igbal Perform Ganesh Aurti
At Arpita Khan's Home, Turn Off
»  Comments On Celebration Clip

S onakshi Sinha and Zaheer Igbal have become a much-loved couple

among fans, often winning the internet over with their playful

chemistry and relatable moments. The couple recently stepped out
together in the city, arriving at Arpita Khan’s residence to seek Lord
Ganesha’s blessings during Ganesh Chaturthi. A while ago, Sonakshi and
Zaheer gave fans a glimpse of the festivities by sharing a video from the
celebration. The couple was seen participating in the Ganesh aarti before
joining everyone in bidding an emotional farewell to Bappa.

Sonakshi Sinha and Zaheer Iqbal perform Ganesh Aarti

In the Instagram video, Sonakshi Sinha was dressed in a traditional blue
ensemble, while Zaheer Igbal opted for a casual white T-shirt paired with
black trousers. The couple was seen performing the aarti before leaving for
the visarjan. Sonakshi,
however, turned off "‘F G
comments on the post. She !
simply captioned the video,
“Ganpati Bappa Morya."
Havealook: :

Meanwhile, as they arrived |
for the celebration, Zaheer
was spotted walking with a
stick after suffering a leg
injury. The couple’s playful
chemistry was on display when photographers asked him about his injured
leg. Sonakshi quickly turned the moment into a joke with her witty response,
leaving Zaheer and those around them laughing. Before Zaheer could
answer, she joked, “Maine Nahi Kiya Hai Ye (I didn’t do this)."

Sonakshi Sinha and Zaheer have often celebrated festivals from each other’s
traditions, even as their interfaith marriage has faced public scrutiny. In
2025, Sonakshi opened up about the mutual respect for each other’s cultures
that forms an important part of their relationship. She earlier told Hauterrfly,
“We appreciate each other’s cultures. They follow certain traditions at their
house; I follow certain traditions at my house. He comes and sits in my
Diwali puja. I go and sit in their niyaaz, and that’s all that matters. I respect
them and their culture, and they respect me and mine. That’s how it should
be. Under the best circumstances, what was the best way to get married was
aspecial marriage act where I, as a Hindu woman, do not need to change my
religion and he, as a Muslim man, can remain a Muslim man, and two people
in love share a beautiful bond of marriage. So it was as simple as that. There
was never a question asked like, Are you going to convert? We love each
other; we are getting married."

Aditya Chopra Was 'Chasing Drones’ At His
Secret 13-Guest Wedding With

Hani Mukerji

Reveals Sabyasachi

Rani Mukerji and filmmaker Aditya weddingensemble.

Chopra have managed to keep their He has now opened up about the experience of

marriage remarkably private, despite designing Rani’s lehenga for her private

both being prominent names in the Hindi film  wedding in Italy. He told Diet Sabya, “When

industry. The couple, who had largely kept shedidasecretwedding with 15 people, I think

their relationship away from the public eye, got  only 13 people were allowed, and Adi was
chasing drones.”

Sabyasachi has often made exceptions for
Rani Mukerji, including continuing to
create custom outfits for her when he
largely no longer takes on such bespoke
requests for other Indian actors. He
added, “T don’t do custom for Bollywood.
But I did a custom sari for her. Because I
don’t think Rani is Bollywood. She’s
family.

Only a select group of close friends and
family members attended Rani Mukerji
and Aditya Chopra’s intimate wedding,
married in an intimate ceremony in Italy on with Karan Johar among the guests. The
April 21, 2014. Yash Raj Films confirmed the  actress has continued to keep her wedding
wedding at the time, describing it as a small ~ pictures private even 12 years after tying the |
affair attended only by close family members knot with Aditya Chopra. The couple .
and friends. welcomed their daughter, Adira, in 2015. Rani | . H

One of the most talked-about details of Rani had previously joked that making the . g
Mukerji and Aditya Chopra’s intimate photographs public on their 25th wedding
wedding was the actor’s bridal look. Rani anniversary would be a “very good idea", but
became the first official Sabyasachi bride, with ~ admitted that she doubts Aditya would ever
designer Sabyasachi Mukherjee creating her — agree torelease them. \

ia

'Didn't Feel Any Vulgarity': Mandakini
Backs Raj Kapoor's Ram Teri Ganga
Maili Waterfall, Breastfeeding Scenes

eteran actor Mandakini, who became

one of the most popular faces of Hindi

cinema in the 1980s, has recalled
shooting the most-talked-about waterfall scene
from Raj Kapoor’s ‘Ram Teri Ganga Maili’,
saying she did not find anything vulgar or
uncomfortable about the sequence.Mandakini
was just 16 when she stepped in front of the
camera for the film, which was Raj Kapoor’s
last directorial venture.

Despite being a newcomer to the industry in the
1980s, Mandakini’s portrayal of Ganga left a
lasting impact on audiences and established her
as one of the prominent actresses of her era.
However, her rise to fame also brought intense
public attention, with several sequences from
‘Ram Teri Ganga Maili’ becoming the subject
of discussion and controversy over the years.

Revisiting those moments, Mandakini opened up
about the most-talked- about waterfall
sequence in the song ‘Tujhe Bulayen Yeh Meri
Bahen’, in which she appeared wearing a white
saree. She also spoke about the much-debated
breastfeeding sequence, saying the scenes were
rooted in the film’s larger message of innocence
and purity rather than the way they were later
perceived.

In an exclusive interview with ANI, she revealed
that she was just 16 when she started shooting
for the film and did not fully understand how
the scenes would be perceived later.

Speaking about the waterfall scene in the movie,
Mandakini said Raj Kapoor had explained the
sequence to her and rejected the perception that
the scene was intended to be vulgar. She said
the film’s central idea was about purity and the
character of Ganga.

“Unka tarika aesa tha ki aap unse koi sawaal hi
nahi karte the...itna pyar se itna gentle jaise
aapka family member aapse karwa raha ho...
(He had such a gentle and affectionate way of
doing things that you would not even question
him, as if a family member was guiding you
through it.) I didn’t feel any vulgarity from
anywhere. There was no disgusting feeling at
all.

Mandakini Reacts To Infamous Photo

With Dawood Ibrahim, Says He
Didn't Invite Her To Dubai; 'Show Ke

Liye...

- L ¥

Lo A S

eteran actress Mandakini has clarified

that she was not invited by underworld

don Dawood Ibrahim after a controversial
photograph of them together resurfaced years
ago. She said she had travelled to Dubai for a
show and later attended a cricket match, where
the photograph was taken.

Speaking to ANI in an exclusive interview,
Mandakini said she had no control over the
reports and speculation that followed. She also
revealed that the controversy had a damaging
effect on her film career.

Mandakini denies being invited by Dawood
Ibrahim

Mandakini explained that she was in Dubai for a
professional commitment when she attended the
cricket match. She said several people were
present and that, as an artist, she did not choose
whom to interact with based on their
background.

~ “Jo bhi log likhna chahe, jo bhi bolna chahe, we

don’t have control over it. Ek artist ko hazaron
log milte hain aur hum sabke liye barabar hai.
Bahut saare log saath mein the...kiske liye
choose karein, kiske liye choose na karein...
Hum wabha kisi show ke liye gaye the. No, I was
not invited by Dawood. (Whatever people want
to write or say, we don’t have control over it. An
artist has to meet many people, and we are equal
toeveryone.

There were so many people with us; whom do we
choose, and whom do we not? I was in Dubai for
a show and then went for the match. I was not
invited by Dawood. I didn’t realise it at the
moment)", she said.

The actress added that she did not realise the
impact of the photograph at the time. However,
once it surfaced, it became the subject of reports
and speculation.
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Shiurajlaunches RabiAbhiyan 2026, says Centre and states

New Delhi,Agency: Union
Agriculture  and  Farmers
Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said on Monday that
now the goals of food security
and farmer income will be
achieved not through old meth-
ods but through data-based
planning and Centre-State part-
nership. We face challenges like
climate change, erratic rainfall
and water scarcity.

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh called upon the
states to complete preparations
for the Rabi season with clear
coordination, scientific plan-
ning and ground monitoring. He
was speaking at the inaugura-

Mayawatidemanded that the use of EVMs he
stonned aml ballot papers bhe usedforvoting

Lucknow,Agency: Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) national presi-
dent and former Chief Minister of
has
demanded to stop the use of
Machines
(EVMs) in elections and to con-
duct voting through ballot papers
again. She also alleged that the
BJP had rigged the elections to
harm the BSP and ensured the vic-
tory of Azad Samaj Party chief
MP

Uttar Pradesh Mayawati

Electronic  Voting

and current Nagina
Chandrashekhar Azad. Referring

to the allegations being leveled
by opposition parties against the
Election Commission in a press
on
Monday, Mayawati said that to
restore everyone's faith in free and

Subhash Rai and Liladhar Mandioi were
awarded the ‘Agyeya Shabd Srishti Samman

conference in Lucknow

tion of the two-day 'National
Agriculture Conference — Rabi
Abhiyan 2026' organized at the
C. Subramaniam Auditorium,
Pusa, of the Union Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare
Department, Delhi.

Union Agriculture Minister
Chauhan, describing the "water
budget" as the most important
parameter in Rabi preparations,
said that every state and district
must assess how much water is
available for irrigation. He
added that crops must be select-
ed keeping in mind the limited
water availability: where water
is scarce, low-water crops
(pulses and oilseeds) should be

fair elections in the country, the
BSP strongly demands that the use
of EVMs be immediately stopped
and the process of voting through
ballot papers be restarted in its
place. The BSP chief said that
since the first elections in the
country, ballot papers were used
for voting for nearly five decades,

Aankhon Khuli Hai'.

Both writers

prioritized, and where irrigation
facilities are good, other crops
should be planned.

He noted that current rainfall

which were opened and counted
in front of representatives of all
parties at the time of counting.
She alleged that the Election
Commission has abolished this
process and is now using EVMs

instead of ballot papers.
Former Chief

oppose it.

of this.

misusing EVMs.

Minister
Mayawati claimed that when the
Congress Party was in power at
the Centre, the BJP was the first to
BJP members had
claimed that EVMs are machines
with electronic chips that can be
easily hacked. They even pub-
lished a book providing evidence
They alleged that the
Congress Party wins elections by
Surprisingly,
after the BJP won the elections

has been below average, but not
so low that it severely impacts
water availability. However,
water shortages in some states
are a cause for concern. He
urged states to plan Rabi prop-
erly throughout the season and,
in areas with scarce water
resources, assess the availabili-
ty of water and soil moisture in
areas with scarce water
resources, and make arrange-
ments for irrigation water now.
He warned that there should be
no such parameter where excess
water is used and later lack of
water is likely to lead to crop
failure. He said that prepara-
tions should not be delayed, as

we are now at the cusp of Rabi
sowing, and while water-based
crops have already begun to
grow in rain-fed areas, there are
no other crops available here.
Union Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan expressed con-
cern over the severe drought sit-
uation in Maharashtra and
Karnataka, stating that nearly
two-thirds of Maharashtra's
area is affected, and a state-
level drought has been declared
there, while Karnataka also
faces drought. He assured that a
central team will conduct a
ground assessment of the
drought in Karnataka on
October 3rd, and a central team

ate-friendlyagriculture roadmap

will  also sent  to
Maharashtra. He stated that he
himself will visit these states
with his team, and that the cen-
tral government, under the lead-
ership and guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, stands
firmly with farmers at this time.

Context of the Conference
and Future Action Plan The first
day of the conference will fea-
ture three rounds of thematic
group discussions, covering
issues such as self-reliance and
diversification, sustainability
and climate-resilient agricul-
ture, and digital agriculture,
infrastructure, financing, and
risk management.

JPNaddaattacks theoppo
istryingtoweakenthec

New Delhi,Agency: Amidst
the ongoing political contro-
versy over the functioning of
the Election Commission, for-
mer Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) national president and
Union Minister JP Nadda tar-
geted the Congress and the
opposition alliance. He alleged
that the Congress and opposi-
tion parties are disappointed
with the country's development
journey and have neither a
clear policy nor a concrete plan
for the future. Because of this,
the opposition is trying to cre-
ate an atmosphere of confusion
and instability in the country.
Speaking to reporters at his
residence on Monday, JP
Nadda said that due to the
efforts of 1.4 billion country-
men, India is moving towards

and came to power at the Centre,
instead of abolishing EVMs, it has
continued the voting and counting
process. The BSP has opposed
EVMs from the very beginning.
Mayawati alleged that the BJP
rigged EVMs to ensure the victo-
ry of current Nagina MP
Chandrashekhar Azad, despite his
lack of support. Now, acting at the
behest of this party, it reaches
wherever injustice and atrocities,
especially against Dalits, occur.
By instigating protests and
demonstrations, especially by
instigating youth, it files cases
against them under various sec-
tions. This will prevent them from
getting government jobs quickly,
even until their cases are over.

sition,says-the opposition
onslllulmnalmsmulmns

the goal of becoming a devel-
oped nation and the country's
influence is increasing global-
ly. According to him, the
Congress and the opposition
alliance are not happy with this
progress.

Nadda alleged that a few
days ago, a nationwide uproar
was created over an allegedly
fabricated news. Now, despite
the Election Commission's
clarification of the allegations,
the opposition is attempting to
vitiate the atmosphere.

CM VUijaylaunched the Tayamaman Gold Ring Scheme'
In Madurai, newhorns willreceive aone-gramgoldring

Bengaluru,Agency: Bengaluru's
literary organisation 'Shabd' has
announced the prestigious awards for
the year 2026. This year 'Agyeya
Shabd Sarjan Samman' will be joint-
ly given to biographer Subhash Rai
and poet-writer Liladhar Mandloi. At
the same time, language activist
Narayan Saav has been selected for
'Dakshin Bharat Shabd Hindi Sevi
Samman'. The organisation has also
announced to start 'Rajasthan Gaurav
Puraskar' from this year. Its first
award will be given to Jaipur's
famous folk singer Seema Mishra.

Dr. Shrinarayan Samir, President
of Shabd, announced on Monday that
the 'Agyeya Shabd Sarjan Samman'
worth one lakh rupees will be given
to Subhash Rai for his work
'Digambar Vidrohidini Akk
Mahadevi' and to Liladhar Mandloi
for his autobiography 'Jab Se

Mallikarjun Kharge calls GWC meeting,
demands Gyanesh Kumar's resignation

will receive a cash prize of 51,000
rupees each, along with the tradition-
al Mysore Peta, a memento, a
coconut, and an angavastram.

Under the 'Dakshin Bharat Shabd
Hindi Seva Samman', Narayan Saw
will receive a prize money of 25,000
rupees, in addition to the honorary
symbols. This amount will be provid-
ed courtesy of the 'Dakshin Bharat
Rashtramat' newspaper group, pub-
lished from Bangalore and Chennai.
According to the jury, Narayan Saw
has made significant contributions in
making Hindi the dominant language
in the functioning of the southern
region of the power grid and many
important establishments in non-
Hindi speaking states.

Dr. Samir also announced that
Shabd will now award the 'Rajasthan
Gaurav Award' worth one lakh rupees

Madurai,Agency: Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani launched the
'Thayamaman Gold Ring
Scheme' at the Government
Rajaji Hospital in Madurai on
Monday. Under the scheme,
children born in government
hospitals and government pri-
mary health centers in the state
will receive a one-gram gold
ring from the government.

The program began with
the Tamil Thai Vazhthu.
During the ceremony, Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani person-
ally placed gold rings on new-
borns. Many mothers placed
their babies in the Chief
Minister's lap and took selfies
with him. The Chief Minister
also took the children in his
lap, caressed them, and placed
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rings on them.

The government has allo-
cated a budget of 7755.83 crore
for this scheme in the current
financial year. In the first
phase, 1.28 lakh gold rings
have been purchased. The first
phase of the scheme will begin
on September 28th and contin-
ue until November 14th.
During this period, eligible
children born in government

hospitals and primary health

centers in the state, starting
June 22nd, 2026, will be given
a one-gram gold ring.

Under the scheme, rings
will be distributed twice daily
for the next 40 days: from
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM and
from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM. To
control crowding, a maximum
of 50 rings will be distributed
per day at each center, with 25

in the morning and 25 in the
afternoon.

According to the state gov-
ernment, children born after
September 28th will be given
the benefit of the "Tayamaman
Gold Ring Scheme" during
delivery or as per the pre-
scribed procedure in the
respective government hospi-
tal.

The objective of the scheme
is to encourage deliveries in
government hospitals, cele-
brate the birth of a newborn,
and strengthen public confi-
dence in government health
services.

Following the ceremony,
Chief Minister Vijay will inau-
gurate the renovated Gandhi
Museum on Collector's Office
Road in Madurai district.

Income Tax Department has not
released official information about

TheIncome Tax Department raided several locations including filmactress
Rakul Preet Singh, film producer Vashu Bhagnani and Panorama Studios

Mumbai,Agency: The Income
Tax Department has been conduct-

ciated with Bollywood and the film
industry in the name of film proj-

New Delhi,Agency: Amidst
the ongoing controversy over

the functioning of the
Election Commission,
Congress President
Mallikarjun  Kharge has
called a meeting of the
Congress Working
Committee  (CWC) on

Tuesday. The meeting will
discuss issues related to the
Election Commission and
consider the party's future
strategy.

Speaking to reporters on
Monday, Mallikarjun Kharge
said that the Congress will
seriously address this issue
and that all CWC members
will present their suggestions.
This issue is not just about
any one political party, but
concerns the protection of the
country's democracy and
Constitution. He stated that
the Congress is taking this
issue seriously and a future
strategy will be formulated at
the CWC meeting.

The Congress President,
while questioning the func-
tioning of the Election
Commission, alleged that
even its own members have

& « [

raised questions about its
functioning. He cited the
claim of former Kerala Chief
Secretary GG Thomson, who
stated that in 2016, then-IAS
officer Gyanesh Kumar sug-
gested he contest the 2019
Lok Sabha elections on a BJP

ticket. According to
Thomson, he did not accept
t h i s

suggestion.javascript:void(0);

Based on this claim,
Kharge questioned the impar-
tiality of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar. He stated that if an
officer, while in service, sug-
gested contesting elections on

a political party ticket, it rais-
es serious questions about the
Election Commission's
impartiality. However,
Thomson's claim is based on
his own statement and has not
been confirmed by any public
response from Gyanesh
Kumar.

The Congress president
also demanded the resigna-
tion of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar. He said that Gyanesh
Kumar should step down
from his post and demanded
that action be taken against
him even after his resignation.

This controversy has
intensified amid opposition
questions about the Election

Commission's  functioning
regarding the Special
Intensive Review (SIR).

Congress says that serious
discussion is necessary on
questions related to the
Election Commission's inde-
pendence, impartiality, and
institutional accountability.
Meanwhile, the Election
Commission has issued clari-
fications regarding its deci-
sions and the SIR process.

ing raids since Monday mo
12 locations,
film actress Rakul Preet Sin

producer Vashu Bhagnani,
in connection
with financial irregularities. The

Panorama Studios,

including those of

the raids.
According

rning at

gh, film
and

to
Department sources, this action is
being taken as part of an investiga-
tion into alleged remittances abroad
by individuals and companies asso-

ects,
Income Tax

shooting, overseas distribu-
tion, and production. The Income
Tax Department received some
inputs regarding alleged irregulari-
ties in financial transactions and
tax-related irregularities.

Prime Minister, Lok Sabha Speaker and Defence Minister
paytribute to Lata Mangeshkar on her birth anniversary

New Delhi,Agency:
Several leaders including
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
paid tribute to singer Lata
Mangeshkar on her birth
anniversary on Monday.

Narendra Modi wrote
on the social media plat-
form, "Respectful saluta-
tions to Lata on her birth
anniversary, who brought
glory to the country in the
world with her divine
singing talent. She not
only adorned India with
her melodious voices but
also always encouraged
every initiative related to

the prosperity of the coun-
try. Her incomparable
contribution to the world
of Indian music will be
remembered for ages to
come."

Om Birla said that Lata
is the immortal identity of
Indian music. In her
extraordinary ~ musical
journey, she lent her voice
to thousands of songs in
many Indian languages
?7and gave Indian film
music a unique identity
whose resonance reached
far beyond the country's
borders. For decades, she
elevated Hindi cinema
music to new heights and
made countless songs

timeless.
Rajnath Singh said that
the voice of Lata

Mangeshkar, considered
India's "Nightingale of
India," connected genera-
tions of this country to a
world of emotions where
the notes of love, devo-
tion, and patriotism res-
onate together. Her voice
resides not only in songs
but in the hearts of every
Indian. Her music is time-
less, and her legacy will
remain immortal.

Union Home and
Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah said that Lata's
voice possessed a natural,
steady, and soulful quality

— = B

that captivated every lis-
tener. Lata Didi, who
enriched the music of
many languages ?7and
dialects with her voice,
will always remain etched
in the hearts of the coun-
trymen through her songs.

Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju said that Lata, who
gave Indian music a new
identity worldwide with
her melodious and unique
voice, still resonates in the
hearts of generations. Her
unparalleled contribution
to music and art is an
invaluable asset to the
country's rich cultural her-
itage.
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Grane Chick Gives Hope for the Returnofalost Species

For centuries, the haunting calls
of cranes echoed across Britain's
wetlands. These majestic birds,
known for their elegant appearance,
long legs, and impressive
wingspans, were once a familiar
sight in marshes and fens across the
country. However, by the
Elizabethan era, cranes had van-
ished as a breeding species in the
United Kingdom. Hunting and the
widespread destruction of wetland
habitats pushed them to the brink,
leaving generations of Britons with-
out the opportunity to witness one of
the country's most iconic birds.

Now, more than 400 years later,
conservationists are celebrating a
remarkable success story. The sight-
ing of a healthy 12-week-old crane
chick at RSPB Ham Wall Nature
Reserve on the Somerset Levels is
being hailed as another important
milestone in the species' recovery.
The young bird, recently observed
preparing to take its first flight, rep-
resents not only a new generation of
cranes but also a symbol of hope for
wildlife conservation in Britain.

A Species Lost to History

Cranes once flourished through-
out the UK's wetlands. Historical
records suggest that they were wide-
spread and likely abundant in suit-
able habitats. Their presence was so
common that crane meat was even
considered a delicacy at royal feasts
and noble banquets.

However, human activities grad-
ually led to their disappearance.
Extensive hunting reduced crane
populations dramatically, while
large-scale drainage projects trans-
formed wetlands into agricultural

‘E. e Li '1'.’
land. As marshes, fens, and
reedbeds vanished, so too did the
habitats that cranes depended upon
for nesting and feeding.

By the late 16th century, cranes
had ceased breeding in Britain alto-
gether. For more than four cen-
turies, they remained absent from
the country's breeding bird list, sur-
viving only as occasional visitors
from continental Europe.

The loss of cranes was not merely
the disappearance of a bird species;
it represented the decline of entire
wetland ecosystems that had once
supported a rich variety of wildlife.

The Great Crane Project

The journey toward bringing
cranes back to Britain began in the
early 21st century. Recognizing the
importance of restoring native
species, conservation organizations
launched an ambitious initiative
known as The Great Crane Project.

2010 and 2014, involved a partner-
ship between the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds (RSPB), the

Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust
(WWT), and other conservation
groups.

Young crane chicks were careful-
ly collected from healthy popula-
tions in Germany and transported to
specially designed facilities in the
United Kingdom. Conservationists
hand-reared the birds while mini-
mizing human contact to ensure
they retained natural behaviors.

Once mature enough, the cranes
were released into suitable wetland
habitats, particularly on the
Somerset Levels. The goal was sim-
ple yet ambitious: establish a self-
sustaining breeding population that
could survive and expand without
ongoing human intervention.

The results have exceeded expec-
tations. Cranes have successfully
bred in the wild, established territo-

ries, and expanded their range
across southern England.

The Story of Meg

The latest success revolves
around a female crane named Meg.
Her story perfectly illustrates how
conservation efforts can produce
lasting results.

Meg herself is the offspring of two
first-generation Somerset cranes
released as part of The Great Crane
Project. In other words, she belongs
to the first generation born as a
result of the reintroduction pro-
gram.

Today, Meg is raising chicks of
her own, demonstrating that cranes
are no longer simply surviving in the
landscape—they are thriving and
reproducing naturally.

The recently observed -chick
marks Meg's third consecutive suc-
cessful breeding season at RSPB
Ham Wall. Such consistency is a
powerful sign that cranes have
become firmly established in the
region.

Conservationists believe the
chick's father is likely the same
unringed male that has partnered
with Meg in previous years. This is
unsurprising because cranes are well
known for forming long-term pair
bonds and often mate for life.

These enduring partnerships
contribute significantly to breeding
success, allowing pairs to cooperate
in nesting, chick-rearing, and terri-
tory defense.

Why Ham Wall Is Ideal for
Cranes

RSPB Ham Wall Nature Reserve
has emerged as one of the most

important locations for cranes in
Britain. Situated within the
Somerset Levels, the reserve con-
sists of extensive reedbeds, wet-
lands, and grazing marshes that pro-
vide ideal conditions for breeding
birds.

According to reserve staff, cranes
are particularly attracted to Ham
Wall because of its dense reedbeds.
These areas offer exceptional protec-
tion from predators and human dis-
turbance.

Unlike open landscapes where
nests may be vulnerable, the thick
vegetation of the reedbeds creates
natural fortresses that are extremely
difficult for predators to penetrate.

The reserve also offers excellent
feeding opportunities. Areas such as
Broomfields provide a mosaic of
habitats rich in seeds, roots, insects,
worms, and snails.

Young crane chicks benefit great-
ly from these food-rich environ-
ments. During their early weeks,
they require a steady supply of nutri-
ents to support rapid growth and
development.

The combination of secure nest-
ing sites and abundant food
resources makes Ham Wall one of
the best crane habitats in the coun-
try.

Signs of a Growing
Population

The appearance of a healthy
young crane is more significant than
it may initially seem.

Wildlife populations are often
judged not simply by the number of
adults present but by their ability to
reproduce successfully. A stable or
growing population requires regular
breeding and high chick survival
rates.

Britain’s Oldest Avocet: A 36-Year-0ld Bird That Tells

a Remarkable Story of Survival and Conservation

e

In the world of wildlife,
longevity is often a sign of
resilience. For birds, whose
lives are filled with dangers
ranging from predators and
disease to habitat loss and cli-
mate change, surviving for
decades is an extraordinary
achievement. That is why
conservationists and bird-
watchers across Britain were
thrilled when an avocet spot-
ted at RSPB Middleton Lakes
in Staffordshire was con-
firmed to be the oldest of its
kind ever recorded in the
country.

The distinctive black-and-
white wading bird, identified
through its unique colored leg
rings, has reached the
remarkable age of 36 years—
more than five times the aver-
age lifespan of an avocet,
which is typically around
seven years. The discovery is
not only a fascinating record
for ornithologists but also a
powerful symbol of the suc-
cess of long-term conserva-
tion efforts that have trans-
formed the fortunes of one of
Britain's most iconic bird
species.

The story of this record-
breaking avocet is one of sur-
vival, scientific research, and
the incredible impact that
habitat protection can have
on wildlife.

A Record That Few
Birds Ever Achieve

The avocet was recently
observed at RSPB Middleton
Lakes, a nature reserve locat-
ed near the Staffordshire and
Warwickshire border. At first

glance, it appeared much like
any other avocet, gracefully
walking through shallow
water in search of food.

However, experienced
birdwatchers noticed the
unique combination of col-
ored identification rings
attached to its legs.

These rings revealed
an astonishing history.

The bird had first been
ringed as a nestling at RSPB
Titchwell Marsh in Norfolk on
2 July 1990. Since then,
records maintained by the
British Trust for Ornithology
(BTO) have documented its
remarkable life.

Now, at 36 years old, it has
officially become Britain's
oldest known avocet, extend-
ing a record it already held.

Its previous confirmed
sighting came in 2022, when
it was already recognized as
the oldest avocet in the coun-
try at 31 years of age. With
each passing year, the bird
continues to rewrite the
record books.

For a species whose aver-
age lifespan is only about
seven years, surviving for over
three decades is truly excep-
tional.

Meet the Avocet

The avocet is one of
Britain's most recognizable
wading birds.

It is instantly identified by
its elegant black-and-white
plumage, long blue-grey legs,
and distinctive slender beak
that curves gently upwards.
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This uniquely shaped bill
allows the bird to sweep from
side to side through shallow
water, catching tiny aquatic
insects, crustaceans, worms,
and other invertebrates.

During the breeding sea-
son, avocets are highly active,
nesting in colonies near shal-
low wetlands, salt marshes,
and coastal lagoons.

Their graceful appearance
and striking coloration have
made them one of Britain's
most admired birds.

The species is also deeply
connected to British conser-
vation history, serving as the
official logo of the Royal
Society for the Protection of
Birds (RSPB).

For millions of people, the
avocet represents hope for
endangered wildlife and the
power of conservation.

From Extinction to
Recovery

Although the avocet is now
found across many parts of
Britain, its history has not
always been so positive.

By the 1840s, the species
had disappeared completely
as a breeding bird in Britain.

The reasons were familiar
ones that affected many wet-
land birds. Large areas of
marshland were drained for
farming and development,
while human disturbance and
egg collecting placed further
pressure on already declining
populations.

For more than a century,
Britain had no breeding avo-
cets.

Everything changed after
the Second World War.

In 1947, four breeding
pairs unexpectedly settled on
the Suffolk coast in what later
became RSPB Minsmere
Nature Reserve.

Recognizing the impor-
tance of these birds, conserva-
tionists launched an extraor-
dinary protection effort.

Operation Zebra:
Saving a Precious
Species

One of the most fascinat-
ing chapters in British conser-
vation history is known as
Operation Zebra.
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Rare American Bird Makes History
with First-Ever Sighting in Jersey

For birdwatchers, there are moments that
make years of patient observation worthwhile.
The sight of a rare species, especially one that
has travelled thousands of kilometres from
another continent, is among the most exciting
experiences nature can offer. Such a moment
recently unfolded in Jersey when a lesser yel-
lowlegs—a wading bird native to North
America—was spotted for the first time in the
island's recorded history.

The unexpected visitor, seen at The Scrape
at St Ouen's Pond, created a wave of excite-
ment among local bird enthusiasts and con-
servationists. Although the bird remained on
the island for just a single day, its appearance
has already secured a place in Jersey's
ornithological records.

The sighting highlights the remarkable
journeys undertaken by migratory birds, the
importance of protecting wetlands, and the
crucial role that birdwatchers play in docu-
menting changes in wildlife populations
around the world.

A Historic Discovery

On an otherwise ordinary Monday morn-
ing, members of Jersey Birds were carrying
out routine observations at St Ouen's Pond,
one of the island's most important wetland
habitats.

At around 9:00 a.m., experienced bird-
watcher Tony Paintin noticed something
unusual feeding in the shallow water.

The bird immediately stood out.

It resembled a greenshank in size but pos-
sessed unusually long, bright yellow legs—a
key identifying feature of the lesser yellowlegs.

Realizing the significance of the discovery,
local birdwatchers quickly began documenting
the sighting with photographs and field notes
before informing other members of Jersey

Birds.

After careful examination and verification,
experts confirmed that the bird was indeed a
lesser yellowlegs, making it the first officially
recorded sighting of the species in Jersey.

For local birdwatchers, it was a once-in-a-
lifetime event.

‘What Is the Lesser Yellowlegs?

The lesser yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) is a
medium-sized wading bird native to North
America.

It breeds primarily in the boreal forests,
marshes, and wetlands of Alaska and Canada
before migrating thousands of kilometres each
year to spend the winter in the southern
United States, the Caribbean, Central
America, and South America.

The species is known for its elegant
appearance.

It has long, slender yellow legs, a slim black
bill, grey-brown upperparts, and a white
underside. During flight, it displays graceful,
rapid wingbeats and emits a distinctive, high-
pitched call.

Its slender body and active feeding style
make it one of the more graceful members of
the sandpiper family.

Normally, there is little reason for a lesser
yellowlegs to appear in the British Isles.

That is precisely why this sighting generat-
ed so much excitement.

A Journey Across the Atlantic

One of the biggest mysteries surrounding
rare bird sightings is how birds end up so far
from their normal migration routes.

Scientists believe that several factors may
explain such extraordinary journeys.

Young birds undertaking their first migra-
tion sometimes make navigational errors, a
phenomenon known as "vagrancy."
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