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"Remember Where Bin
Laden Hid": India Asks UN
To See Reality Of Terror

NEW YORK.(Agency)

India has once again shredded Pakistan for
supporting terror as a state policy and reminded the
international community that many of the world's
most wanted terrorists were eventually found not in
"some ungoverned frontier" but ordinary places
right in the middle of civilian dwellings. Alluding to
Pakistan, India told the UN Security Council
(UNSC) that al-Qaeda terrorists behind the 9/11
attacks including Osama bin Laden, Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed, Ramzi Binalshibh, Walid bin Attash
and Mustafa Ahmed al-Hawsawi were found settled
in urban locations and not some remote hideouts.
"The leaders of al Qaeda who conceived and
directed these 9/11 attacks did not escape justice in
the wilderness of some ungoverned frontier. Osama
bin Laden, who ordered and financed the plot, was
tracked down and killed in a fortified compound
within a settled, guarded community under
Operation Neptune Spear," India said, referring to
the US raid in Pakistan's Abbottabad that killed bin
Laden in May 2011.A big problem is that the same
permissive environment now shelters the terror
groups Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM), India's permanent
representative to the UNSC Harish Parvathaneni
said.These two terror groups were among the targets
of India's Operation Sindoor. Their infrastructure
such as training camps and terror launchpads deep
inside Pakistan was levelled by Indian cruise
missiles in May 2025.

Climate Change Likely
Behind Glacier Collapse That
Caused Nepal Floods:
Scientists

world.(Agency)

Climate change is highly likely to have contributed
to the catastrophic glacier collapse that flooded parts
of Nepal and Tibet in late August, killing around
1,400 people and leaving thousands still missing,
scientists said on Thursday.Rapidly warming
temperatures in the region have caused glaciers to
thin and have melted ice and permafrost buried deep
in the bedrock of the Himalayas, according to the
World Weather Attribution (WWA) group of
researchers.While it is difficult to ascertain the
preciserole played by climate change in the collapse
of around 2 sq km (0.8 sq miles) of rock wall and
glacier ice on the Langtang Lirung mountain last
month, soaring temperatures created the
preconditions that made it more likely, researchers
involved in the study said.There's absolutely no
doubt that human induced climate change played a
role here in the preconditioning of the disaster
through permafrost thawing, through thinning of the
glaciers, through having more rainfall instead of
snow," said Friederike Otto, a climatologist at
Imperial College London. WWA uses peer-reviewed
methods to assess the role played by global warming
in extreme weather events, according to its website.
The study said mean temperatures were around 5
degrees Celsius (9 degrees Fahrenheit) higher than
normal in the Himalayan region in August, with 1.5
C of the increase coming from climate
change.Unusually high levels of snowfall in
October and November of last year also added to the
volume of meltwater once temperatures began to
rise, which could have helpedGlaciers in the region
have been thinning by about half a metre per year
(about 1.6 feet) since the year 2000, changing
stresses on the rock. Melting permafrost is also
likely to have weakened the rock wall, the study
said.A 7.8 magnitude earthquake that hit the same
mountain in 2015 could have played a role by
weakening the underlying bedrock as well, but its
precise impact is unclear. trigger the glacier
collapse, according to the study.We conclude that
this was a geologically vulnerable slope, potentially
weakened by the 2015 earthquake, but it was
destabilised .
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Trump to host Xi amid pomp, low expectations

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

The US military honor guard has been
rehearsing and the new White House
helipad is ready. But will Xi Jinping and
Donald Trump achieve lift-off at their
summit next week?Warnings of an Al
apocalypse hang heavy over the Chinese
president's first talks at the White House
with his US counterpart, with both
countries racing for supremacy in this
technology. Trump's Iran war casts a long
shadow too, as China seeks to avoid US
sanctions against countries dealing with
Tehran, despite reports that Beijing
supplied Tehran with intelligence for a
strike on US troops.A trade war is of even
greater concern and the world's two
largest economies are still seeking to
mitigate the fallout from Trump's global
tariffs. The threat of war over Taiwan
looms large as well.Behind it all is a desire
to manage tensions between a superpower
keen to keep its place at the top and a
rapidly rising rival determined to make
the 21st century a Chinese one."I'll be
discussing almost everything with him,"

Trump told reporters aboard Air Force
One on Sunday, ahead of their meeting on
September 24.'Don't expect much' -

But the two leaders are more likely to
simply extend a relative truce rather than
produce any concrete results, like
when Xi hosted Trump in Beijing
four months ago, experts said."l
don't expect much to come out of
this," Jonathan Czin of the
Brookings Institution told AFP.

"In many ways, this is going to be a
recapitulation of Trump's visit to
Beijing back in May, where the focus
was really on the ostensible rapport
between the two leaders."With fears
about Al making global headlines,
agreement to cooperate on
regulation or a slowdown is
expected to be a major topic of discussion
between Trump and Xi.But any major
deals are "politically out of reach for
now," said Wang Dong, a professor at
Peking University, as Beijing and
Washington both fear losing out in the
race for Al dominance.Tensions over Iran
will also come up. US Treasury Secretary

Scott Bessent is due to meet his Chinese
counterpart He Lifeng this weekend for
pre-summit talks including on Iran
sanctions. Trump has, however, played
down reports that Chinese entities

supplied Iran with satellite imagery for an
attack on a US military base in Jordan,
saying Xi had "behaved reasonably well"
and that "we spy on them, too."On trade,
there is "room for progress on tariffs,
agricultural purchases and selected export
controls", Yue Su of The Economist
Intelligence Unit told AFP.

The son of jailed Hong Kong pro-

Global powers that themselves violate international
law sit in Security Council: Guterres

UNITED NATIONS .(Agency)

In a scathing commentary, UN chief
Antonio Guterres has said that global
powers that themselves violate
international law sit in the Security
Council, as he asserted that reform of
the 15-nation global body "must be
an absolute priority".Secretary
General Guterres also underscored
the need for '"redistribution of
power.We have geopolitical divides,
and in these geopolitical divides, we
have powers that themselves violate
international law and sit in the
Security Council.And that has been
paralysing the Security Council, as
we know," Guterres told reporters
Wednesday."That is why the reform
of the Security Council must be an
absolute priority.It is unacceptable to
have a Security Council with a

EU chief Ursula von der Leyen says she wants
(Canada to become the bloc's 1st associate member

STRASBOURG, France.(Agency)

European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen proposed
Wednesday making Canada the
European Union’s first associate
member, a striking overture as U.S.
President Donald Trump’s threats
drive Ottawa closer to Europe.
Speaking in Charlotte, North
Carolina, Trump suggested that
allowing Canada to become an
associate EU member could be a
“hostile act” and threatened to
respond to the proposed move by
imposing more tariffs on the bloc.
Trump conditioned his threat on the
“intention” of European leaders,
saying that, “If it’s a good intention,
that’s fine. If it’s a bad intention,
we’ll put very heavy tariffs on
Europe.” He also suggested the U.S.
could cut off trade with Europe in
certain areas.

Trump called the prospect of Canada
joining the EU “laughable” and

Ignored Orders, Concealed Mistakes:
OpenAl Reports New Al Safety Incidents

PARIS.(Agency) cyber

incident"

involving software

composition that reflects the world of
many decades ago instead of
reflecting today's world.

“ "And that is a factor of paralysis,"
the UN chief said while addressing a
press conference at the world

headquarters ahead of the opening of
the high-level week of the 8lst
session of the UN General
Assembly.Guterres said paralysis of
the UN Security Council has created
a situation in which "because the

called America’s neighbor a “terrible
trade partner.” He also on Wednesday
ratcheted up his trade war by signing
an order restricting the U.S.
government's purchases of Canadian
goods.Trump’s tariffs and repeated
talk of making Canada the 51st state

have soured the relationship between
the North American neighbors.
Canada is seeking to reduce its
dependence on the United States, the
destination for roughly 70% of its
exports, and Prime Minister Mark
Carney has called for a “unique

example coming from the biggest
powers is not a good example, every
country around the world feels that
they are entitled to do whatever they

democracy media mogul Jimmy Lai made
an appeal to President Xi from
Washington that his 78-year-old father be
released. Trump said in May that he had
discussed Lai's fate with Xi, but his
release was unlikely.But Beijing did
release the founder of an
underground church, Ezra Jin, after
Trump raised his case with Xi.

Yet Trump has, as so often before,
appeared more interested in the
optics of his meeting with a
powerful foreign leader than with
the substance."This is less a summit
and more a spectacle. This is
designed for deep public
consumption," said Kurt Campbell,
former US Deputy Secretary of
State and now Chairman of The Asia
Group.Trump pushed for a new granite
helicopter landing pad on the White
House South Lawn to be open in time for
Xi's visit, which will include a grand state
dinner.Troops in flashy uniforms have
been rehearsing on the White House
driveway this week ahead of the welcome
ceremony.

Australia To Ban Foreign
Students From Bringing
Families During Studies

world.(Agency)

want.And they know that they will do
it with impunity because the Security
Council, that is the organisation that
is supposed to maintain peace and
security in the world, is paralysed.
"That impunity has created this
environment in which we see more
and more countries violating
international law", international
humanitarian law and human rights
law, and "doing it in total
impunity.And let's be clear.The
question is a question of power.

And the question is that the way
power is distributed and power is
used in our world does not allow
multilateral institutions to act
effectively," he said.

alliance” with the EU.

In her annual State of the European
Union address, von der Leyen said
Canada and the EU would build on
their existing free trade agreement,
known as CETA, with a broader
“Alliance for the Future” aimed at
creating “‘a common prosperity and
economic security space.”

She cast that closer relationship as
rooted not just in trade but in shared
democratic values.“Above all, dear
Mark, Europe and Canada believe
in democracy,” von der Leyen said
to Carney, who received a standing
ovation at the European Parliament
in Strasbourg, France. He is due to
address the Parliament on
Thursday.

Canada seeks a relationship just
short of EU membership

A Canadian official familiar with the
discussions told The Associated
Press last week that Ottawa was
exploring ties with the EU that could
stop just short of membership.

Australia will stop foreign students from bringing
their partners and children to accompany them while
they study and tighten rules for temporary migrants to
switch visas, media reported on Thursday, ahead of a
minister's speech on immigration changes.

Net overseas migration numbers will be reduced to
225,000 by 2028, down from about 300,000 now,
Home Affairs Minister Tony Burke will say in a
speech at the National Press Club later on Thursday,
public broadcaster ABC News reported, without
citing sources.Burke's office did not immediately

respond to a request for comment. At present, spouses
and partners of international students can work in
Australia, although the number of hours they are
permitted to work varies depending on the student's
course of study. The student can also bring dependent
children under the age of 18.The government's move
comes after the hard-right One Nation party, which
has been surging in recent polls, said this week that it
would slash the number of temporary migrants by
750,000 over three years, to give Australians
"breathing space."One Nation, which describes its
approach as "Australia first" and whose policies have
drawn comparisons to those of U.S. President Donald
Trump, said it would aim to restrict net overseas
migration to 130,000 after the initial three years, with
the program expected to be
annually.Australia's migration intake, driven largely
by international students, backpackers and temporary
skilled workers, surged after the country reopened its
borders in February 2022 following nearly two years
of COVID-19 restrictions.However, numbers have
been trending lower over the past two years, even as
critics argue the influx of migrants has increased
pressure on housing and infrastructure and strained
social cohesion.
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Disguised As Students, North Korean
Workers Build Drones For Russia

OpenAl said on Wednesday it would begin
regularly publishing reports on unexpected
or unauthorized AI behavior, while
warning that the industry has yet to solve
key alignment challenges as systems grow
more powerful. The company released a
new framework to track, investigate, and
disclose cases of Al model misalignment,
along with six reports detailing unexpected
or concerning model behavior. Although
the company released the reports over the
past six months, it said the earliest case was
from October last year.The announcement
comes as concern grows that Al safety
efforts are lagging behind the rapid
development of increasingly powerful
systems. Researchers have warned that as
Al agents become more autonomous, they
may develop behaviors that diverge from
their creators' intentions and become harder
to monitor or control.OpenAl and other Al
labs have faced mounting scrutiny since
July, when OpenAl disclosed that during
training its Al agents bypassed internal
controls and coordinated actions that
OpenAl described as "an unprecedented
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platform Hugging Face.The incident
intensified debate over the risks posed by
increasingly capable Al systems and
whether companies developing them can
provide adequate oversight.Since the
Hugging Face hack, other incidents
involving OpenAl-linked agents were
publicly reported, sparking debate over
whether the full scope of the incidents has
been identified.That debate accelerated in
early September after Reuters reported that
OpenAl's agents hijacked a dormant
German wiki site this spring. OpenAl
officials knew about the episode but chose
not to disclose it, Reuters reported. OpenAl
later said it didn't disclose the wiki activity
because it didn't amount to a security
incident and resembled behavior it had
previously reported. OpenAl said it would
then develop criteria for reporting
unauthorized activity that fell short of a
security breach.

The company, led by Sam Altman, has
acknowledged some of those incidents only
after third parties publicly reported them,
including a recent intrusion into the
RubyGems software package repository.
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World.(Agency)

Russia is increasingly mobilising North
Korean workers to build military drones for
use against Ukraine in defiance of
international sanctions, giving Pyongyang
akey source of revenue to fund its unlawful
weapons programs, the US and its allies
said in a report.Up to 25,000 North
Koreans are believed to be working in
Russia's drone industry, including at
facilities in Alabuga, Tatarstan, where
unmanned aerial vehicles are assembled,
the Multilateral Sanctions Monitoring
Team said in a report released
Wednesday.The report said North Korean
workers abroad are estimated to have
earned up to $800 million for the Kim Jong
Un regime last year, providing funds for its
unlawful nuclear and ballistic missile
programs in violation of UN Security
Council resolutions. The development
underscores how the deepening military ties
between Russia and North Korea are
y |
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expanding beyond weapons and troops into
labor and industrial production. Russia gets a
new pool
supporting its war in Ukraine, while Kim's
regime gains access to foreign currency that

helps finance its nuclear and ballistic missile
programs, further eroding a sanctions
framework Moscow itself once helped
enforce.North Korean workers in Russia are
disguised as students under a visa scheme to
evade sanctions, the report said. A North
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Korean worker there earns an average of
$7,500 in wages a year, most of which is
confiscated by the Kim regime. In some
cases, the forfeited amount exceeds their
actual earnings, the report said.

Monthly wages earned by North
Koreans working in Russia may be
y up to five times higher than what
they can earn in China, making
| Russia an increasingly lucrative
destination for Pyongyang. At the
end of 2025, an estimated 20,000 to
70,000 North Korean laborers were
working in China, while another
15,000 to 30,000 were in Russia, the
report said. "DPRK authorities
¢ exercise extreme control over
laborers' movement and interactions

with outsiders in order to prevent defections,
while laborers who do defect risk reprisals
against family members remaining in North
Korea," it said. DPRK is the abbreviation for
North Korea's official name, the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea.
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HAL Delivers Tejas Trainers, HI'T-40 to IAF;
Dhruv NG to Pawan Hans

Bengaluru: Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
on Friday handed over two
LCA Tejas Final Operational
Clearance (FOC) twin-seater
trainers and three HTT-40
basic trainer aircraft to the In-
dian Air Force (IAF), besides
four Dhruv Next Generation
(NG) helicopters to Pawan
Hans Limited (PHL). The
handover took place in Ben-
galuru in the presence of De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
and Civil Aviation Minister
K. Rammohan Naidu.

The two Tejas twin-seater
trainers are the final two air-
craft under the FOC contract
and will support the IAFs
fighter-pilot training require-
ments, providing an indig-
enous training route towards
frontline fighter operations.
The HTT-40, an indigenously
designed and developed basic

trainer, is meant for primary
pilot training. The aircraft
can undertake aerobatics,
general handling, instrument
flying, navigation, night fly-
ing and close-formation fly-
ing. The three aircraft handed
over mark the beginning of
deliveries under the IAF’s
70-aircraft HTT-40 contract.
In the civil aviation seg-
ment, HAL handed over
four Dhruv NG helicopters
to Pawan Hans. The civil-
certified helicopter features
modern avionics, enhanced
systems and a more powerful
engine, and is intended for
applications including pas-
senger transport, emergency
medical services and offshore
logistics.

Addressing the ceremony,
Rajnath ~ Singh  described
the handover as a milestone
in Indias development of

indigenous aerospace ca-
pability and technological
self-reliance. He called for
stronger  cooperation  be-
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tween the public and private
sectors to develop next-gen-
eration aerospace technolo-
gies.

Civil Aviation Minister Ram-
mohan Naidu said the certi-
fication and induction of the
Dhruv NG into civil opera-

tions marked an important
milestone for Indias indige-
nous civil aviation ecosystem.
The three-platform hando-

derlining HALs expanding
role in both defence and civil
aerospace.

ver brings together India’s
fighter-pilot training, basic
aviation training and civil
helicopter capabilities, un-

Key Takeaways

o Tejas: Two FOC twin-seat trainers handed
over to the IAF.

o HTT-40: First batch of indigenous basic
trainer aircraft handed over to the IAF.

o Dhruv NG: Four civil helicopters handed
over to Pawan Hans.

o Venue: Bengaluru, Karnataka.

» Key dignitaries: Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Civil Aviation Minister K. Ram-
mohan Naidu.

o Significance: Strengthening India’s domestic
aerospace manufacturing and self-reliance.
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Vishwakarma Puja Celebrated with
Traditional Fervor at BSL

Bokaro: Vishwakarma Puja was celebrated with tradi-
tional fervor at Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL) on September 17.
Employees across various departments worshipped ma-
chinery and equipment and prayed for the safe and smooth
operation of the plant.

BSLs Director-in-Charge, Executive Directors and senior
officials participated in puja ceremonies held at several
plant and township locations. Celebrations were organised
at key units, including Blast Furnace, Coke Ovens, Sinter
Plant, SMS, Hot Strip Mill, Cold Rolling Mills, CRM-3,
HRCEF, Mines, Main Fire Station and Central Stores, be-
sides several maintenance and non-production depart-
ments.

Senior officials offered prayers and extended greetings and
best wishes to employees on the occasion.

Jharkhand HC Rejects Hemant Soren’s
Plea in Money Laundering Case
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Ranchi: The Jharkhand High Court on Friday rejected Chief
Minister Hemant Soren’s plea challenging the dismissal of his
discharge application in a money laundering case linked to
8.86 acres of land in Ranchi’s Bargain area. The decision al-
lows proceedings before the Special PMLA Court to continue.
Soren had approached the High Court after the Special
PMLA Court rejected his discharge plea on June 8. He had
also sought a stay on the trial-court proceedings. The High
Court heard the matter on September 16 and reserved its or-
der.

The Special PMLA Court in Ranchi is scheduled to hear the
matter on September 19 in connection with the framing of
charges. The Enforcement Directorate has alleged irregulari-
ties in the acquisition and transfer of the 8.86-acre land and
linked the matter to money laundering. Soren has denied the
allegations.

The case against several co-accused has already progressed,
with charges framed against them, according to reports.

Amitabh Bachchan to Build Dharamshala

Ayodhya: Bollywood super-
star Amitabh Bachchan is
set to add a personal touch
to Ayodhyas growing pil-
grimage landscape with a
proposed 20-plus-room
dharamshala in memory of
his father, legendary Hindi
poet Harivansh Rai Bach-
chan.

The proposed facility is
planned on land purchased
by Bachchan in Ayodhya.
According to Ayodhya De-
velopment Authority (ADA)

in Ayodhya

officials, the building plan
has been submitted for ap-
proval and the authority has
invited public objections be-
fore taking a final decision.
ADA Vice Chairman Anu-
rag Jain said the proposed
dharamshala would provide
accommodation and related
facilities for devotees visit-
ing Ayodhya from across the
country.

I15-Crore Ayodhya Prop-
erty

Media reports say Bachchan

acquired the land (around
54,000 sq ft) for around %15
crore in The Sarayu project
along Dashrath Path in 2024.
Construction is expected to
begin after the necessary ap-
provals, with October 2026
reported as a tentative start.
The exact timeline, however,
will depend on the statutory
approval process.

A Tribute to Harivansh Rai
Bachchan

The project is also envi-
sioned as a tribute to Hari-

vansh Rai Bachchan, the cel-
ebrated poet best known for
Madhushala. The proposed
facility would thus combine
amemorial purpose with ac-
commodation for pilgrims
and visitors to Ayodhya.

For now, Bachchan’s pro-
posed  Ayodhya project
stands at the approval stage,
with the planned dharam-
shala linking his family leg-
acy with the needs of visitors
to the temple city.

Marathi Film Gondhal Selected as India’s
Official Entry for Oscars 2027

Mumbai: Marathi thriller
Gondhal, written and di-
rected by Santosh Davakhar,
has been selected as India’s
official entry for the 99th
Academy Awards, the Film
Federation of India an-
nounced on Friday. The film
will be submitted in the Best
International Feature Film
category.

Set in rural Maharashtra,
Gondhal is rooted in the tra-
ditional Gondhal folk ritual
and explores the intersection
of tradition, personal aspira-
tions and human relation-
ships. The film stars Ishita

Deshmukh, Kishor Kadam,
Yogesh Sohoni, Suresh Vish-
wakarma, Nishad Bhoir and
Anuj Prabhu.

The film was selected from
33 entries considered by

the FFI jury. It had earlier
earned recognition at the
56th International Film Fes-
tival of India (IFFI), where
Davakhar won the Silver
Peacock for Best Director.

Gondhal becomes the fourth
Marathi film to be chosen
as India’s Oscar entry, after
Shwaas (2005), Harishchan-
drachi Factory (2009) and
Court (2015).

The selection, however, is
Indias official submission
and not an Oscar nomina-
tion yet. The film will have
to go through the Academy’s
subsequent selection process
for a place among the final
nominees.

The 99th Academy Awards
are scheduled to be held in
Los Angeles on March 14,
2027.
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Mamata Backs Congress Candidate, Milan
Pradhan Arrested in Nandigram

Kolkata: Congress candidate Milan Pradhan was arrested
by West Bengal Police on Friday in connection with an old
murder case linked to the 2007 Nandigram land-acquisition
movement, hours after former Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee announced that her faction would support his candi-
dature in the October 6 Assembly bypoll.

The arrest followed the withdrawal of Sanchita Pradhan
Dey, the candidate fielded by Banerjee’s faction, from the
Nandigram contest. Banerjee subsequently announced sup-
port for Pradhan, describing Congress as a “sister party”
and saying the move was aimed at strengthening the INDIA
bloc.

Police said Pradhan was wanted in an old case and that a
warrant was pending against him. Congress questioned the
timing of the arrest, while the BJP said the police action was
based on the pending case.

The Nandigram bypoll is scheduled for October 6, with the
arrest adding another twist to an already closely watched
contest.

Mamata AITC Gets Football Player Symbol;
Democratic Trinamool Gets Envelope

Kolkata: The Election Commission has allotted separate
names and election symbols to the rival Trinamool Con-
gress factions ahead of the West Bengal Assembly bypolls.
The faction led by Mamata Banerjee will contest as “Mama-
ta All India Trinamool Congress” with the Football Player
symbol, while the rival faction led by Arup Roy has been
allotted the name “Democratic Trinamool Congress” and
the Envelope symbol.

The EC had earlier barred both factions from using the All
India Trinamool Congress (AITC) name and its traditional
Flowers and Grass symbol for the upcoming bypolls. The
new names and symbols have been allotted as an interim ar-
rangement while the larger dispute over the party’s identity
and organisational control remains under consideration.
The latest decision resolves the immediate question of
which names and symbols the rival factions can use in the
bypolls. Candidates of the two groups will now contest un-
der their respective newly allotted identities instead of the
original AITC name and symbol.

The Nandigram and Rejinagar Assembly bypolls are sched-
uled for October 6, with counting of votes set for October 9.

Pakistan’s Kohat Mosque Blast Kills 16,
Five Police Personnel Dead

Kohat, Pakistan: At least
16 people, including five
police personnel, were
killed and more than 50
others injured in a suicide
attack near a mosque at the
Old Police Lines in Kohat,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, on
Friday, officials said.

The blast occurred dur-
ing Friday prayers, when
police personnel and their

families had gathered at the compound. Rescue

the mosque. According to
officials, an explosives-
laden vehicle was rammed
into the police compound
before armed attackers at-
tempted to enter the facil-
ity.

A subsequent gunfight
broke out between the at-
tackers and security per-
sonnel. Police said several
attackers were killed dur-
ing the operation, while
security forces continued a
clearance operation inside

teams rushed the injured
to nearby hospitals. The
powerful explosion dam-
aged the mosque and parts
of the police facility, with
sections of a wall collaps-
ing under the impact.

The attack comes amid
continuing militant vio-
lence in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. No group had
immediately claimed re-
sponsibility, while Paki-
stan’s authorities blamed
militants operating from

sanctuaries

in Afghani-
stan; Kabul has rejected
such allegations.

Pakistan’s President Asif

Ali Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
condemned the attack and
directed authorities to in-
tensify rescue operations
and ensure treatment of
the injured.

The casualty figures re-
mained subject to updates
as rescue and security op-
erations continued.
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Akhilesh Yadav's 'Angry Young
Man' vs Yogi's Ajay Seth in
Samajwadi Party's Al film

New Delhi (Agency)

The intensifying political spatring in
the run-up to the upcoming Uttar
Pradesh Assembly election has heated
up with the Samajwadi Party taking a
sharp dig at Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath with yet another Al-
generated video. At a press
conference, party chief Akhilesh
Yadav unveiled a short Al-generated
motion film, inspired by the '80s trend,
imagining a no-holds-barred
conversation between himself and the

UP CM. The film cast Yogi Adityanath
as the antagonist and Akhilesh Yadav
as a messianic figure representing the
downtrodden. It depicted the Chief
Minister dressed like a Bollywood
villain from a bygone era, seated in his
lair and surrounded by his lackeys.

He is shown smoking a cigar and
boasting about his public relations
(PR) machinery, which he claims can
manage his image and shape public
perception despite allegations of
misgovernance under the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) government led by
him.

Eggs, tomatoes thrown at ex-
Union Minister's convoy in
Punjab; he alleges AAP plot

New Delhi. (Agency)

BJP leader and former Union Minister
Ravneet Singh Bittu on Friday claimed
that eggs and tomatoes were thrown at
his convoy and vehicles were attacked
while he was on his way to Pathankot
to attend a BJP yatra against drugs.

Bittu blamed the ruling AAP for the
attack and alleged that those
surrounding his convoy were heard
shouting, "Surround them, beat them,
kill them". He also claimed that some

of the attackers
were carrying weapons. "Today, we
were supposed to take out a yatra
against drugs because this Aam Aadmi
Party government and drug addicts are
all colluding, and this is what they have
been doing for the last four and a half
years," Bittu alleged, narrating the
incident. He claimed that around 500
people were present at the spot when
his convoy passed through the area.
"There were around 500 people there. |
passed through them in my vehicle. I
have Z-plus security, with around 100
security personnel accompanying me.
The local DSP and an SP were also
there with the police for their
protection," he said.

Amit Thackeray backs cousin Aaditya after

Mamata Banerjee's party

Bengaluru(Agency)

The Election Commission on Friday allotted
separate interim names and election symbols to
the two rival factions of the Trinamool
Congress after freezing the party’s existing
name and symbol. The faction led by Mamata
Banerjee was allotted the name 'Mamata All
India Trinamool Congress' and the election
symbol 'football player', while the rebel faction
was allotted the name 'Democratic Trinamool
Congress' and the election symbol 'envelope'.

The symbols are temporary and will apply to
the upcoming by-election, the Election
Commission specified, as the tussle for control

National

of West Bengal’s Opposition party continues
unabated. The fresh identities were allotted a

day after the Election Commission froze the 'All India
Trinamool Congress' name and its traditional 'flowers and
grass' symbol, temporarily removing both from the ballot
for the October 6 West Bengal bypolls. This barred either
faction from using the political identity associated with
the TMC for nearly three decades. The Commission's
interim order came against the backdrop of a rebellion led

by Ritabrata Banerjee against Mamata Banerjee, which
began within the TMC legislature party after its defeat in
the Assembly polls in May and later spread to Parliament,
eventually reaching the party’s name and election
symbol. The EC said the matter required substantive
determination under the existing laws. The two groups
were directed to submit three preferred names and three
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The Election Commission allotted the
'foothall player' symbol to Mamata
Banerjee's faction and the "envelope’

symbol to the rebel camp for the October 6
West Bengal bypoll.

free symbols by 11 am on Friday. The EC
subsequently allotted the two factions their
interim identities for the upcoming bypoll.

The Mamata camp was allotted the name
'Mamata All India Trinamool Congress', along
with the 'football player' symbol, while the rival
faction was allotted the name 'Democratic
Trinamool Congress' and the 'envelope' symbol.
The Commission approved both as temporary
arrangements for the bypoll.

The decision is significant for the Mamata
Banerjee-led faction, whose hand-drawn 'flowers
and grass' symbol has been central to the TMC's
political journey since its formation in 1998 after
Banerjee broke away from the Congress. The
symbol became a potent expression of the party's
grassroots identity over the last 28 years and has

featured prominently on ballot papers, flags and
campaign material as the TMC evolved into a major
political force in West Bengal. The Mamata-led
Trinamool camp called the EC order freezing the party's
name and symbol illegal and reacted sharply to the
decision. TMC MP Kalyan Banerjee rejected the order,
calling it "illegal" and "contrary to law".

Karnataka health officer suspended over
daughter's Rs 70,000-salary posting during studies

Bengaluru(Agency)

A District Health Officer (DHO) in
Karnataka’s Bagalkot, whose daughter
was posted as a Medical Officer at a
state-run Namma Clinic while pursuing
a postgraduate medical course in
violation of rules, has been suspended
from the service, according to officials.

The action came a day after India Today
TV reported that the officer, Dr
Rajkumar Yaragal, was allegedly
involved in the appointment of his
daughter, Dr Ankita Yaragal, who is also
the niece of Bagalkot Congress MLA
Umesh Meti.Ankita was earlier
removed from service after she

Punjab cop shot dead on duty, CM
Mann announces Rs 1 crore for family

Punjab(Agency).

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
has announced an ex-gratia amount of Rs 1
crore for the family of assistant sub-
inspector (ASI) Harjeet Singh, who was
shot dead while performing his duty in
Amritsar early Friday. In addition to the
government, HDFC Bank will provide an
additional Rs 1 crore insurance payout to
the family, the Chief Minister said.

Harjeet Singh, around 50, was shot three

remained absent for a prolonged period
to pursue her MD studies, despite
drawing more than Rs 70,000 as salary.

O U

According to the suspension order,
Rajkumar has been suspended pending a
departmental enquiry into allegations of
"dereliction of duty, neglect of duty,
violation of government rules and
misuse of authority".

Harjeet Singh, around 50, was shot three times

A preliminary inspection had earlier
found that while Ankita remained
absent, leaving the health facility
without a medical officer, her
attendance was being recorded regularly
at two places. The suspension order also
mentions the same allegation.

Bagalkot Zilla Panchayat CEO Gajanan
Bale had earlier issued a notice to Ankita
as the department initiated an enquiry.
However, she skipped the first summons
issued by the higher authorities and was
directed to appear again on Friday.The
notice alleged that she continued to
receive her salary or honorarium while
simultaneously pursuing her
postgraduate studies.

on a road in Amritsar's Gate Hakima area at

around 2:30 am. The assailants opened fire on

him when he was posted on duty in that area.
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times on a road in Amritsar's Gate Hakima behind the shooting is not yet ascertained.
area at around 2:30 am. The assailants The police have launched an investigation
opened fire on him when he was posted on o determine the reason behind his killing.

duty in that area. The injured ASI was In a post on X, Bhagwant Mann paid
rushed to Amandeep Hospital, where tribute to Harjit Singh and said his courage
doctors declared him dead. The cause and dedication to duty would always be

he's named in FIR in Disha Salian case

New Delhi(Agency).

Raj Thackeray's son,
Amit, backed his

Thackeray in the

involved in such a

Friday defended his cousin and
cousin Aaditya Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya
Thackeray, saying he
could never be involved
Disha Salian death in the Disha Salian death

: case. His remarks came
cuse, suying that the days after Aaditya said he
latter could never be had never known or met
Salian and alleged that
political rivals were
matter. His backing trying to damage his

came as the CBI reputation by linking him
to the case.
opened a fresh probe The remarks came as the

- MNS leader Amit Thackeray on six years.
Speaking to reporters, Amit
Thackeray, son of MNS chief Raj

and named Aadityain  CBI registered an FIR in

the case, without naming

the FIR after the any accused, in line with Bombay
Bombay High Court's High Court directions on a petition
. . filed by Salian's father. The High
intervention. Court had earlier ordered a CBI

probe and criticised the Mumbai
Police for not registering an FIR for

Thackeray, said, "I don't know how
to look at this, but as a brother I can
tell you that Aaditya can never be
involved in such a thing." Disha
Salian, the 28-year-old former answers.

case of suicide.

manager of late actor Sushant
Singh Rajput, died on June 8, 2020,
after falling from the 12th floor of a
residential building in Mumbai's
Malad area. The Mumbai Police
had registered an accidental
death report and later said,
after an inquiry, that it was a

A week later, Rajput was | move towards self-

found dead in his Bandra | reliance. He said India 8
apartment on June 14,2020, | should notbe known only )
leading to speculation about | for agricultural \

a possible link between the | Pproduction, but also for £
two deaths. On September 2, hlﬁh-qulahty d(t;.rta}ndm.g &
the Bombay High Court leloba;]ilgreketfls. tionin a4 T,

ordered a CBI probe into
Salian's death and pulled up
the Mumbai Police for
failing to register an FIR for six
years, saying its investigation
raised more questions than

remembered. He also said the Punjab
government stood with the family in their
hour of grief and was committed to
providing every possible support to police
personnel and their families. "A heartfelt
salute to the bravery of Assistant Sub-
Inspector Harjit Singh, who attained
martyrdom while performing his duty in
Amritsar district. His immense courage
and unwavering dedication to duty will
always be remembered," Mann wrote on
X. "The Punjab Government stands like a
rock with the martyr’s family in this hour
of grief. As a mark of respect, the
government will provide an ex gratia
amount of 1 crore, while HDFC Bank will
provide an additional insurance cover of
Rs 1 crore to the family.

r
First vote chori, now

party chori: Rahul
Gandhi on EC freezing
TMC symbol, name

——mm
Rahul Gandhi has criticised the Election
Commission after it froze the Trinamool
Congress name and symbol for the West

Bengal bypolls.

——m

New Delhi (Agency).

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi on Friday attacked the
Election Commission of India (ECI) over its move to
freeze the Trinamool Congress's name and its “flowers
and grass” symbol for the October 6 bypolls in West
Bengal. In « post on X, the Congress leader said, "Vote
chori, sarkar chori, ab party chori (First vote thet,
government theft, and now party theft). These have
become symbols of our democratic decline." Gandhi
accused the ECT and the BJP of joining forces to split
political parties before their election symhols were
taken away, saying that a
similar pattern had
played out earlier in the
cases of the Shiv Sena and
the Nationalist Congress
Party. “When an entire
party can be stolen, it's hardly surprising that the votes
of millions of Indians can be stolen too,” he said. The
Congress MP went on to say that the poll body's
constitutional responsibility was to protect the
mandate, but added that the ECI was instead “aiding
those very forces that overturn the people's verdict”.
“This fightisn't just Mamata Banerjee's. It's the fight of
every political party, every voter who wants free and
fair elections,” he added. The ECI, in its interim order
issued on Thursday night, directed the rival TMC
factions - one led by former Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and the other by the Bengal Leader of the
Opposition Ritabrata Banerjee - not to use the party's
name or its “flowers and grass” symbol during the
bypolls in Nandigram and Rejinagar.

Chirag Paswan says food processing can
take India from farms to global brands

Union Minister Chirag Paswan said in Thane that food processing is strengthening farmers
and micro-enterprises. He said the sector is helping India add value, create rural jobs and

Thane (Agency).

take local products global.

schemes. The event was organised under the
'Sewa Sankalp Abhiyan' and 'Sewa Diwas'

helping rural families

Speaking at the

Union Minister Chirag Paswan on Thursday Initiatives of the Ministry of Food Processing
said the food processing sector is playing a Industries. Senior officials, including Joint

key role in ensuring fair value for agricultural Secretary Preet Pal Singh and Thane District
produce, supporting entrepreneurs and Collector Shrikrishna Panchal, were present

— - at the event. Paswan said

the sector's Gross Value
Added rose to Rs 2.24
lakh crore in 2023-24
from Rs 1.34 lakh crore
in 2014-15. He also said
the share of processed
food in India's total agro-
food exports increased to
20.4 per cent. He said the

'Aashirwad Ka Diya' event at the food processing sector plays an important
Collectorate Office in Thane district of role in ensuring fair value for farmers'
Maharashtra, Paswan highlighted the sector's Produce, empowering local entrepreneurs
growth over the past decade and the Centre's and steering rural families towards self-
efforts to strengthen it through various reliance.
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Editorial

RANCHI | 19 September 2026

Belief, practice and the
many ways of seeing

As the world remembers the horrific Islamist
terrorist strikes against the United States on 9/11
twenty-five years ago, we in India also remember
how, in 1893, Swami Vivekananda addressed the
World’s Parliament of Religions on the same day.
The two represent opposite ends of religion’s role
in our lives.While Vivekananda advocated
pluralism and the end of fanaticism, the threat of
religious extremism is still very much a concern in
today’s world. According to verifiable figures
compiled by the Fondation pour I’innovation
politique (Fondapol), close to a quarter million
people have been killed by Islamist terrorism and
violent extremism since September 11,2001.
Given these facts, controversy over the
Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam
Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS) monks’ avoidance
of women is rather unfortunate. It not only gives
BAPS, but Hinduism itself, a bad name. Even
though BAPS adherents and Swaminarayans in
general are a totally peaceful sect, they do not
restrict or curtail the liberty or dress of women in
the manner in which many Muslim clerics, whether
in India or elsewhere, do.

What exactly happened to trigger such a massive
reaction? On September 6, BAPS inaugurated
another grand temple at Bussy-Saint-Georges,
Seine-et-Marne, near Paris. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi did the honours, calling it a
milestone in India-France relations. The temple is
the first traditionally designed fully stone structure
on the continent.Unfortunately, the day before the
inauguration, on September 5, a visit to the Eiffel
Tower by a group of BAPS monks later blew up
into an unseemly controversy. To facilitate the visit
of about 100 monks and BAPS functionaries, the
Société d'Exploitation de la Tour Eiffel (SETE),
which manages the monument, asked female
employees to stay away or be replaced by male
staffers.Al in sports video 2Al in sports video 2

The visit was arranged from 8:00-9:00 am, just
before the Tower is opened to the public at 9:15
AM. That way, the monks would likely have
avoided contact with regular visitors, who, of
course, would have included women. The SETE
female staffers were asked to stay away. In protest,
some went on strike on Monday, September 8,
bringing the issue into the limelight.

BAPS issued an apology, but a large coalition of
Left-liberal groups, including members of the
Indian diaspora who also oppose the RSS and other
Hindu organisations, swung into action, calling out
BAPS. French political parties and civil authorities
also jumped into the fray. In India, journalists
reporting on Muslim clerics in Kerala calling
women to stay at home are themselves forced to
apologise; abroad, not just BAPS, but many Hindu
groups are lambasted for being patriarchal, anti-
women and regressive.The double standards are
too obvious to require extensive
commentary.BAPS celibacy rules have, once
again, come under public scrutiny. What most
people don’t realise is that BAPS is itself a
breakaway sect founded in 1907 by Shastri
Yagnapurushdas, or Shastriji Maharaj. The original
Vadtal Diocese of the sampradaya, founded by
Sahajananda Swami, or Swaminarayan himself, is
run by householder or married acharyas, not
celibate monks. Even the wives of the acharyas
wield considerable spiritual authority.BAPS, by
contrast, strictly enforces eight-fold vows of
celibacy. The segregation of BAPS monks from
women is facilitated by having several men around
them when they travel.

These companions interact with women, shielding
the monks from having to do so. Incidents such as
the Paris outrage will only bring greater pressure on
BAPS to reform.Just after independence, in 1948,
members of the Ahmedabad Diocese of the
Swaminarayans went to court to prevent lower-
caste worshippers from entering their temples.
They claimed they were not Hindus but a separate
religious sect. Many Hindu groups have used this
ruse to preserve their traditions or resist State
interference. Nearly two decades later, the courts
ruled that the Swaminarayans were indeed .

The modus vivendi was to express “deep concern over

As BRICS expands and its economic and political weight

BRICS ticks the right boxes

India secures consensus on a comprehensive declaration despite divergent political positions

INDIA has every reason to be satistied with the outcome of

the BRICS 2026 summit in both form and content. At a
time when diatribe has replaced dialogue in many
international fora, India convened an 1l-member
grouping with sharply divergent political positions,
sustained a dialogue and secured consensus on a
comprehensive New Delhi Declaration — a 140-
paragraph, roughly 45-page text. That is significant.

The Ministry of External Affairs deserves credit for

enabling closure this time after the BRICS foreign
ministers’ meeting in May ended without a joint
statement. The most delicate semantic task was to bridge
the gulf between Iran and the UAE over the war in West
Asia without naming any country. Tehran wanted an
explicit reference to a “unilateral attack on Iran” as a
violation of the UN Charter; the UAE wanted Iranian
attacks on its sovereignty recognised.

the continued escalation of tensions in the Middle
East” and make a call to exercise “maximum
restraint” and avoid “actions that could further
aggravate the situation.” There was also a line that
acknowledged Iran’s position without naming the
US: “serious concern over deliberate attacks on
civilian infrastructure and peaceful nuclear facilities
under full IAEA (International Atomic Energy
Agency) safeguards.”Seeking textual consensus
also led to extreme caution. “Hormuz” does not
appear in the declaration at all, even as Brent crude
crossed $100 in the days before the summit on the
back of the chokepoint crisis in the Strait of Hormuz
and Bab el-Mandeb.

Content is where India has a stronger cause for satisfaction.

The Delhi Declaration strongly condemns terrorism in all
forms and calls for “zero tolerance.” It specifically
denounces the April 2025 Pahalgam terror attack;
addresses the movement of terrorists, terror financing and
safe havens; reaffirms that terrorism cannot be associated
with any religion; and calls for accountability of those
involved and their sponsors.n a grouping that includes
China, which has often blocked comparable language at
the UN, this is not boilerplate — though similar wording
had appeared in the 2025 Rio Declaration. Recalling the
text with President Xi Jinping in Delhi matters.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pressed for UN Security

Council reform and changes in the voting power,
leadership and priorities of the International Monetary
Fund and World Bank to reflect economic realities. The
declaration backs comprehensive UN reform and greater
representation for India and Brazil, and it carries the
Indian formulation that the Global South must move from
a rule-taker to a rule-maker.Modi also proposed a
continuity and implementation mechanism, including a
troika, to follow up outcomes in a grouping that has no

permanent secretariat. That is a practical institutional
push, even if the “10-point Reform Roadmap” was not
adopted as a formal deliverable for China’s 2027
chairmanship.Regarding energy and trade, amid a war
that has disrupted supply chains, the declaration has
acknowledged that fossil fuels will still play an important
role for developing economies and opposed unilateral,
punitive measures of the CBAM (Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism) type. It voices serious concern
over unilateral tariff and non-tariff measures that distort
trade and are inconsistent with WTO rules — wording
aimed at US tariffs and sanctions on Iran and Russia,
without turning the document into an anti-Western
manifesto.Apropos of finance, there was no BRICS
currency bravado. Finance ministers discussed efficient
cross-border payments and local currencies, while tacitly

recognising that a unified system needs a deeper trust
framework than the present bilateral discord among some
members.Empirically, BRICS trade has expanded
dramatically through business practices and customs
improvements rather than emotive de-dollarisation
ultimatums.Since its inception two decades ago, the
efficacy and credibility of BRICS have been determined
by the India-China bilateral. That remains the abiding
dialectical challenge. Both want to speak for the Global
South and be seen as its trusted sherpa; each is wary of the
other eroding its primacy and credibility.For India, this is
not an abstraction. China continues to pose a security
challenge. Galwan 2020 was the most recent big shock,
and strategic cooperation between China and Pakistan
has compounded it. Operation Sindoor was illustrative in
this regard. At the politico-diplomatic level, Beijing does
not accord Delhi peer status even as it seeks co-
equivalence with Washington, though its comprehensive
national power remains lower than that of the US.The
paradox is familiar: China strives for bipolarity with
Washington globally while seeking unipolarity in Asia
and denying parity to India and Japan.That is the

Bigger BRICS test now: Turning Global South weight into influence

geopolitical problem India navigates inside BRICS. It
must be a credible member of a grouping in which China is
the largest economy, even while contesting Beijing’s
denial of parity in Asia.The Modi-Xi bilateral on the
sidelines captured that dialectic. It was President Xi’s first
visit to India in seven years and the first meeting between
the two leaders on Indian soil after the Galwan clash.Both
stressed a strategic and long-term view of relations and
committed to seeking a fair, reasonable and mutually
acceptable solution to the boundary question, proceeding
from the political perspective of overall bilateral relations
and the interests of the people of both nations.

In practical terms, this was a reaffirmation of restraint:

differences after the Galwan incident would continue to be

handled by existing military and diplomatic mechanisms.
No new disengagement was announced, and no
new friction point was manufactured despite
recent tactical growling. The signal is a stable
Line of Actual Control. The reality, established
since 2020 and not altered this week, is that India
still operates a more constrained patrolling
pattern than before the Galwan clash.

Inclusive and equitable growth is a cherished
BRICS objective, and tariff wars have created
new challenges. Delhi needs robust trade
arrangements with major economies, including
the US, the EU and China.

The security andstrategic dissonance with Beijing
is the harder policy problem, and Delhi is
managing it from relative economic asymmetry.
The trade deficit with China is $116 billion, with
high dependence on Chinese supplies of

pharmaceutical ingredients, rare-earth magnets and solar-
chain inputs. Sustained investment and diversification
remain perennial Indian challenges.The Xi-Modi meeting
in Tianjin last year had already begun a bilateral thaw, in
part because US tariff pressure pushed Delhi and Beijing
toward hedging. The Delhi meeting consolidated that
thaw; it did not dissolve the asymmetry.

So, the summit outcome is satisfying for India because it

produced a comprehensive statement that condemned the
Pahalgam attack, protected fossil-fuel policy space for
developing economies, criticised unilateral trade
measures without naming Washington and kept BRICS
closer to a platform of partnership than a forum of protest.
On the bilateral front, Delhi and Beijing found the wording
to keep the grouping intact.The 20-year-old BRICS has
survived because India and China have a working template
to disagree without derailing the forum. The credibility of
this grouping will continue to be a function of whether
Beijing is willing to concede to Delhi what it demands
from Washington: peer respect and equitable
accommodation of interests.

ndia’s presidency secured the consensus it needed. Now comes the harder test: delivery at speed and scale

The New Delhi Declaration, adopted after marathon

negotiations, is a diplomatic win for India—and a test of
BRICS’ evolving relevance. Despite differences over
West Asia, members found common ground on restraint,
civilian protection, sovereignty, diplomacy and nuclear
safety.Importantly, the declaration reasserts BRICS’
ambition to reshape global governance, amplify the
Global South and deepen cooperation across finance,
trade, technology and development. That sets the stage
for the harder task: delivering results.

grows, its credibility will increasingly depend on
whether it can build institutions that deliver practical
gains. The central question is whether an increasingly
diverse grouping can turn collective weight into strategic
capacity without demanding political uniformity from
its members. That means moving faster on the
architecture of a more resilient global economy.Cross-
border payments, greater use of local currencies,
development finance, investment platforms, insurance
and financial safety nets are no longer abstract ideas. They

are responses to a world of unilateral sanctions, tariff
shocks, supply-chain disruptions and financial volatility.

The challenge is to make these mechanisms interoperable,

commercially viable and accessible enough to matter

beyond government statements.Technology will be an

acid test. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s warning about

the weaponisation of technology and critical minerals
points to a wider contest over who controls the
infrastructure of the next economy. BRICS has an
opportunity to cooperate on artificial
intelligence, semiconductors, critical minerals,
cybersecurity, digital public infrastructure and
technology standards. But it must avoid creating
competing technological silos. The same logic
applies to health, food and energy security. The
grouping has the scale to build stronger pandemic
surveillance, medical supply chains, agricultural
cooperation and mechanisms to cushion
commodity and energy shocks. These are areas
where cooperation can produce tangible benefits
for citizens while giving the Global South a
greater stake in BRICS.

There is also a larger diplomatic task. BRICS
cannot become effective by positioning itself

merely against the West. Its influence will come from

demonstrating that a more multipolar world .

Full text of PM Narendra Modi's address at the BRICS Business Forum 2026

The theme of India’s BRICS Presidency is “Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability.”

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on September 11, addressed the
BRICS Business Forum 2026 held in New Delhi. Here is a full text of his

address:

Leaders of the BRICS business community, Innovators and friends,
Namaskar! A warm welcome to all of you to the BRICS Business

You will get a glimpse of this at the BRICS Bharat Innovates Expo.

Our start-ups are transforming education and healthcare through Al, working
on Green Hydrogen and Batteries, and breaking new frontiers in defence
and space. Now, through BRICS as well, we must take these world-class
innovations to global markets.Friends,Another distinctive feature of India’s

class ecosystem. Innovators from BRICS countries can also draw on this
experience to develop new solutions for their own countries.Friends, Today,
as trade barriers are increasing around the world, India is building economic
bridges. Since 2014, we have entered into Free Trade Agreements with
nearly 40 countries around the world. Our approach within BRICS is also

Forum.This year, we are celebrating twenty years of BRICS. When the
group was launched in 2006, it comprised only four countries. Today,
including BRICS and its partners, we have a family of twenty-one
countries. Today, the BRICS countries represent 50% of the world’s
population, 40% of global GDP, and more than 25% of global trade. Not
only that, over these years, while global GDP has grown by around 2.5
times, the combined GDP of BRICS countries has grown by around 4.5
times. In other words, the economic strength of BRICS has grown at
nearly twice the pace of the world economy.BRICS countries are also
emerging as important centres for global innovation and solutions.
From grassroots initiatives to frontier technologies, new possibilities
for innovation are taking shape across our countries. The growing scale,
speed, and optimism of BRICS are clearly visible among us. The Forum
being held in India is the largest-ever BRICS Business Forum.

The theme of India’s BRICS Presidency is “Building for Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability.”Over the past twelve
years, India has made this mantra the foundation of its economic and
trade policy. When it comes to resilience, India has made its supply
chains more diversified and reliable, from energy to technology. It is
this very resilience that has enabled India, even amid global
uncertainties, to offer the world confidence in growth and stability. We
are rapidly expanding our roads, railways, ports, and airports. At the
same time, we are building new capabilities in strategic sectors such as
shipbuilding, semiconductors, quantum technology, critical minerals,
and biotechnology. In these sectors, India is emerging as a hub of new
opportunities for global businesses. Therefore, Make in India, Innovate with
India, and Scale for the World.Friends,

Today, India is witnessing a start-up revolution. With more than 200,000 start-
ups and over 120 unicorns, India is emerging as a hub for global solutions.

the same, reduce barriers and expand opportunities for
businesses.

Therefore, under our Presidency, we have established new
cooperation networks in areas such as agriculture, healthcare,
skills, and smart grids. To connect start-ups and SMEs with
markets and finance, we have launched initiatives such as the
BRICS Incubator Network, BRICS MSME Portal, and
BRICS Startup Innovation Fund.

You can all benefit from these cooperation frameworks and
further increase the exchange of investment and talent among
our countries.

Friends,Global trade can move forward only when sea lanes are
secure, supply routes remain open, and seafarers are safe. That
is why India is a staunch advocate of freedom of navigation
and the safety of seafarers.

The BRICS Women’s Business Alliance is also an important

part of our vision. We want women entrepreneurs to lead our
growth story. We are very pleased that nearly 200 women
business leaders participated in the meeting of this Alliance
held in India.

As BRICS enters its third decade, I would urge the BRICS
Business Council to consider ... can you prepare a report on

removing the top 10 trade barriers among BRICS countries?

Can we support 100 BRICS startups every year to scale into
other BRICS markets? Can we develop 1,000 new partnerships among our
businesses? We should review our progress every year against these three
benchmarks.Let us transform BRICS’ ambition into action and our
collective strength into global solutions. May BRICS move forward and
help the world move forward as well.

innovation story is Innovation at Population Scale. India’s Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) has given new momentum to financial inclusion
and digital transactions at population scale.Today, 50% of the world’s real-
time payments are powered by this technology. To build new solutions on
this digital layer, we have provided industry and start-ups with an open
ecosystem. We are proud that many countries are adopting India’s world-
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Abhishek, Samson should
open in next 10 T20Is,
Sooryavanshi can wait: Ex-
India batter

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India batter S Badrinath has backed
Abhishek Sharma and Sanju Samson to
continue as India’s opening pair in T20Is,
urging the team management to give the duo
an extended run instead of repeatedly
switching between Samson and teenage
sensation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi.

Badrinath believes India should settle on a |

combination and assess its performance over
a sustained period. With Samson returning to
the side for the ongoing T20I series against
Afghanistan, Sooryavanshi has had to wait
for his opportunity despite an impressive run
in his previous assignment against
Zimbabwe.Abhishek Sharma and Sanju
Samson should open in the next 10 T20Is
after this series. After that, if Sanju Samson
fails, drop him and pick Sooryavanshi. They
should follow this process instead of
alternating between the two from one series
to the next. I feel this has been unfair to
Samson,” Badrinath said on his YouTube
channel, Cric it with Badri.Abhishek,
meanwhile, has continued to justify his place
at the top. He hammered 82 off just 32 balls
in the first T20I against Afghanistan,
including seven sixes and seven fours, as
India chased down 157 with 38 balls to spare
‘GIVE SANJUAN EXTENDED RUN’
Samson made a strong statement in the
second T20I against Afghanistan in New
Delhi. After managing only 10 in the series
opener, Samson smashed a 22-ball 57 in the
second match, his first T201 half-century
since the 2026 T20 World Cup. He struck at
more than 250 during the knock, underlining
his ability to provide India with an
aggressive start..“Samson has performed
well and is coming off a half-century. I feel
he should get an extended run till the end of
the year. He has scored two centuries and
won India the World Cup. Though he hasn't
delivered extraordinary performances like
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, he was already there
in the line.

Chelsea get new owners
as Todd Boehly sells stake

after four years

New Delhi. (Agency)

Chelsea have new owners after Todd
Boehly sold his stake in the club to
Clearlake Capital, bringing his four-year
tenure as chairman to an end. The
American businessman will leave his
position as Clearlake takes full control of
the Premier League club.Chelsea
announced the ownership transition on
Wednesday, with Boehly and fellow co-
owner Mark Walter selling their respective
stakes to Clearlake. Speaking after the
change was confirmed, Boehly described
his time as chairman as an honour and

thanked those involved with the club.“It
has been an honour to serve as chairman of
Chelsea,” Boehly said. “I would like to
thank the many who helped secure a bright
future for the club, including the English
Premier League, the coaches and players,
the talented leadership and staff at Chelsea,
and the legions of dedicated fans.”

“I have valued my partnership with
Clearlake and the wider ownership group,
and the collective decisions and investment
we have made to support the immediate
and long-term success of the club,” Boehly
added. “T am confident that Chelsea is well
positioned for continued success under
Clearlake’s leadership.”Boehly, Walter and
Swiss billionaire Hansjrg Wyss each held a
12.8% stake in Chelsea, while Clearlake
previously owned 61.5%. The latest
transactions have given Clearlake full
control of the club, although Chelsea said
there will be no changes to its day-to-day
operations, leadership or strategy.

WHO ARE CHELSEA'S NEW
OWNERS?

Clearlake Capital is a US-based private
equity firm led by co-founders Behdad
Eghbaliand Jose E.

Sports
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AFG vs IND 3rd T201: Sooryavanshi waits as
India's bench gets the spotlight

India have nothing left to
prove in the series after two
commanding wins, but the
final 7201 in Delhi offers a
different kind of intrigue.
The hig question now is
whether Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi and India's
waiting players finally get
their moment.

PARIS. (Agency)

India have already wrapped up the T20I
series against Afghanistan, but the final
match in Delhi still has plenty of intrigue.

Raphinha runs riot as Barcelona make history with 7-2 Santander rout

New Delhi. (Agency)

Raphinha continued his sensational start
to the season with a hat-trick as Barcelona
thrashed Racing Santander 7-2 on
Wednesday. The Brazilian’s latest |
masterclass helped Barcelona make it
seven wins from seven games for the first
time in the club’s history.

Barcelona restored their three-point lead
over Real Madrid at the top of LalLiga,
with Raphinha once again at the centre of
their attacking display. Speaking after the
victory, Hansi Flick praised the team’s
intensity and collective work while
stressing that their impressive start will
only matter if they can maintain it until §
the end of the season.“It’s always good to
start well, but what matters is how you
finish. It gives us confidence, and I like the
momentum and the intensity,” Flick said.
“Everyone presses, everyone is involved.
How we work as a team is crucial,” the
Barcelona manager added.Raphinha was
substituted after 67 minutes having scored
twice from the penalty spot and once from
open play. The treble took his tally to 11

With back-to-back seven-wicket wins, the
spotlight now shifts to India's bench
strength and whether Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi will finally get his
much-awaited chance on home
soil.The result may no longer be up
for debate, but India's team

selection certainly is, with several Z
players waiting for an opportunity.
Speaking after the second T20I,
captain Shreyas lyer hinted that the

management could rotate the squad
to give those players some much-
needed time in the
middle.“Definitely, we want all of §
them to get used to the wicket and
get some practice, so it will be a
good opportunity to give a chance to the
guys sitting out,” Iyer said.That comment
has naturally put Sooryavanshi right at the
centre of the conversation. The 15-year-old
was India's Player of the Series in
Zimbabwe, where he played all three T201s,
but Sanju Samson's return has kept him on
the sidelines during the Afghanistan
series.Samson, meanwhile,

goals in all competitions this season, while
he had already registered six goals and
three assists in his first five LaLiga
appearances before Wednesday’s game.

NO STRIKER, NO PROBLEM FOR
BARCELONA

Barcelona had entered the season with
questions over their centre-forward
options after Robert Lewandowski and
Ferran Torres left, while their pursuit of
Julin Alvarez did not materialise.
Raphinha has instead flourished in a

rather strong case for retaining his place
after smashing 57 off just 22 balls in the

second T20I. Abhishek Sharma has also
been part of India's preferred opening
combination, meaning Sooryavanshi's
inclusion would require the management to
shuffle things around rather than simply
making a like-for-like change.

There are other pieces to India's selection
puzzle too. Washington Sundar is yet to

another opportunity, and India have already
lost Varun Chakravarthy to a side strain,
giving the management another
reason to look beyond the
combination that has comfortably
won the series.With nothing left to
settle in the series standings, Delhi
could therefore become a testing
ground for India's next set of
questions. India could even go in with
four specialist bowlers and ask their
| batters to compensate for the reduced
batting depth, making the final T20I
more useful than just another chance
toaddawin.

IS IT FINALLY SOORYAVANSHI
TIME?

This is the question that has followed
Sooryavanshi since Samson returned to the
squad, and the third T20I offers perhaps the
most natural opportunity to finally provide
an answer. The teenager has already
experienced international cricket during the
Zimbabwe tour, but playing in front of a
home crowd would add another interesting

has made a

central role and has become one of the
main driving forces behind Flick’s prolific
attack.The Brazilian had already scored in
four of Barcelona’s first five league
games, including braces against Rayo
Vallecano and Valencia, before producing
another two-goal display against
Feyenoord in the Champions League. He
also provided two assists in the 4-2 win
over Levante before his latest hat-trick.
Lamine Yamal added a goal and two
assists against Santander despite missing a
first-half penalty, while Gabriel Jesus also
scored after replacing Raphinha. Karim
Adeyemi provided an assist, giving Flick
another option in an attack that has scored
33 goals across seven matches.

WHAT NEXT FOR FLICK'S
BARCELONA

Barcelona’s attacking numbers have been
extraordinary, but their defensive
vulnerabilities remain a potential concern.
They have conceded five goals across
their last three matches, while goalkeeper
Joan Garcia was forced off against
Santander and Wojciech Szczesny was
punished after being caught in possession.

Lionel Messi leads Inter Miami to Campeones

New Delhi. (Agency)

Lionel Messi added another trophy to his
remarkable collection as Inter Miami
defeated Cruz Azul 2-0 to win the 2026
Campeones Cup. The Argentine scored
his 100th goal for the club and then turned
provider, putting his fingerprints all over
another Inter Miami trophy.Inter Miami
made the breakthrough in the 24th minute
through a rather unexpected Suarez-Messi
combination. Luis Suarez found himself
out on the right and sent a cross into the
box, with Messi rising brilliantly to beat
his marker and head the ball into the net.
GOOOOAL! Messi’s 100th comes in a
final. pic.twitter.The goal was Messi's
100th for Inter Miami in 115 appearances
since arriving in 2023. There was
something fitting about the milestone too,
as the Argentine once again found a way to
make himself the centre of attention when
atrophy was up for grabs.

Cup win, ’rukes ’rrophy ’ruIIy to 49

Messi was not finished after getting on the
scoresheet. In the 81st minute, he whipped
in a corner that found Casemiro in space,
with the Brazilian making no mistake with
his header to double Inter Miami's
advantage and put the result beyond
doubt.The victory means Inter Miami

have now picked up four trophies since
Messi's arrival in South Florida. The
Leagues Cup came first in 2023, followed
by the Supporters' Shield in 2024 and
MLS Cup in 2025, before Messi added
another winner's medal to the collection
with the Campeones Cup.

feature in the series, Yash Thakur could get

chapter to his rapidrise.

Fresh from India Test duty, Manav
Suthar stars with five-wicket haul
for Warwickshire
New York. (Agency)

Manav Suthar continued his impressive run in
red-ball cricket after the India spinner claimed
a five-wicket haul for Warwickshire against
Essex in the County Championship. His spell
helped Warwickshire seal a comfortable eight-
wicket win in Division One.

Suthar had gone wicketless in Warwickshire’s
first innings but made a major impact when
Essex returned to bat. The left-arm spinner
bowled 24 overs and finished with 5/75 as
Essex were dismissed for 189, leaving

Warwickshire with only 133 runs to
chase.Speaking after his latest County
Championship outing, Suthar's performance
stood out as Warwickshire moved into
contention at the top of Division One. The
victory was completed in just 26 overs, with
Zen Malik providing the initial impetus before
Dan Mousley and Sam Hain took the team
across the finish line.

Suthar has now taken 26 wickets in five
Championship matches this season, including
two five-wicket hauls. His latest effort also
came after a breakthrough start to his Test
career with India, where he has quickly
established himself as a promising option in
the spin department.The 24-year-old made his
Test debut against Afghanistan in June and
took 6/33 in his first innings. He followed that
up with a 10-wicket match haul against Sri
Lanka in Galle, claiming 4/76 and 6/55 to
become the youngest Indian spinner to take 10
wickets in an away Test.

FIVE-STAR MANAV SUTHAR

Suthar's five-for was the key turning point in
Warwickshire's victory. After Essex had
cancelled out Warwickshire's first-innings
advantage, the spinner removed several
important batters to keep the visitors under
pressure.

Steve Smith recalls traumatic ball-tampering
scandal: Felt thrown to the wolves

experience in my life and I still get little South Africa tour.After arriving back in the episode.Smith has previously
flashbacks, when I hear a camera and Sydney, Smith broke down during an acknowledged that he felt his punishment

New Delhi. (Agency)

Steve Smith has opened up about the lasting
impact of the 2018 ball-tampering scandal,
recalling how he felt isolated during the
fallout and describing his emotional return
to Australia as one of the most traumatic
experiences of his life.The former Australia
captain is preparing to return to South Africa
for Test cricket for the first time since the
scandal, eight years after the incident at
Newlands in Cape Town that resulted in
lengthy bans for Smith, David Warner and
Cameron Bancroft.*] felt like I was kind of
thrown to the wolves through
(Johannesburg) airport. I didn't have any
support there at all,” the 37-year-old told the
Sydney Daily Telegraph.

“(The press conference) was a traumatic

flashes, I relive it in a way ...
intertwined in a way.”

SMITH'S FALL FROM GRACE IN
CAPETOWN

The scandal erupted during the third Test
against South Africa at Newlands in March
2018. Television cameras caught Bancroft
using sandpaper to rough up the ball before
attempting to conceal the object in his
trousers. Smith later admitted he had been
aware of the plan but had failed to prevent
it.

Smith and Warner were subsequently
banned by Cricket Australia for 12 months,

while Bancroft received a nine-month ban.

for his role in the controversy. The images of
the tearful former captain became one of the Test series beginning in Durban on October
Smith was also stripped of the Australia defining moments of the scandal and have 9 and the third Test scheduled for Cape
captaincy, with the trio sent home from the remained closely linked to his memories of Town from October27.

They're emotional press conference as he apologised was harsh, although he accepted the

sanctions and later said he enjoyed
some aspects of the enforced break from
" the intensity of international cricket.

" He returned to Australia's squad for the
~ 2019 ODI World Cup before making his
Test comeback during the Ashes later
that year. Smith marked his return to
Test cricket with centuries in both
innings of the first Test at
Edgbaston.Now, Smith is looking
forward to facing South Africa again.
Australia are scheduled to play three
ODIs followed by three Tests, with the
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~ Shares Cryptic Post For Those
% Who Plotted’ Against Her: T'll
Watch The Fall And Demise’

ﬁ ctress Tanushree Dutta has shared a cryptic post, seemingly directed at

\\

those she believes have caused her pain and hardship.In the post, the

‘Aashiq Banaya Aapne’ actress spoke about karma, her personal and
professional life, and claimed that those who wronged her would eventually face
the consequences of their actions. Taking to Instagram, Tanushree wrote about
her hopes of rebuilding her life while issuing a stern warning to those she accused
of plotting and working against her. She expressed confidence that her “karmic
wheels" were turning and said she would witness the downfall of those who had
allegedly caused her suffering.

Sharing her image, the ‘Dhol’ actress wrote, “To those who afflicted me and
removed me from my organic path in life. My vocational and personal life will be
resurrected again in the most wonderful way and I will watch the fall & demise of
all those who afflicted me for no fault of mine."“The karmic wheels are turning
and the next millenia belongs to me! And these a***oles who dared to plot,
gaslight, hound, surveil, plan & attack me will be hounded for eternity by forces
so scary that they will regret every moment that their wicked souls went against
me. Their lives will
crumble right
before their own
eyes," she added.

Tanushree Dutta has
previously been
vocal about her
experiences in the
film industry and
has spoken
publicly about
issues she faced
during her career.

Last month, the
actress had also penned a note in which she claimed that her career was being
sabotaged by what she described as “enemy camp handlers." She alleged that
these individuals were deliberately preventing work opportunities from reaching
her, claiming, “They don’t let anything come to me." An excerpt from her post
read, “So there are also people that want to work with me but the enemy camp
handlers don’t let anything come to me. They lie, manipulate and lead things
astray at the enquiry level itself. Or misguide genuine brands, events and projects

| tosabotage me further."

% In 2025, Tanushree Dutta came into the spotlight as one of the prominent voices of

™

"N E\A% ' i Bollywood’s 2018 #MeToo movement. She had publicly accused veteran actor
N I . Nana Patekar of sexual misconduct during the filming of the 2008 film “Horn
y\! ‘Ok’ Pleassss."
| § L
W4 2 3
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Hina Kh
Reacts To Kriti Sanon Raksha Bandhan Ad
Controversy: '‘As An Actor, You Can Opt Out’

L § ina Khan has said that actors can choose to  happening, no one deserves so much. Ek cheez
= 0 \ walk away from a brand project if they feel its  hogayi, aapne itna socha nahi and it happened. But
o creative approach could lead to a backlash.  then people don’t let it go. It becomes big and very
The actor was reacting to the backlash faced by Kriti ~ big," she said.
Sanon over her Raksha Bandhan advertisement for Hina Khan says she does not blame Kriti or GIVA
jewellery brand GIVA on her talk show The4POV. Hina added that she was not blaming either Kriti or the
The advertisement was pulled down from
social media after Kriti faced criticism
‘ from some netizens over her outfit. Hina,
?f.;;i while speaking to husband Rocky Jaiswal
and actors Rubina Dilaik and Abhinav
Shukla, said actors should consider the
possible consequences before agreeing to
aproject.
Hina Khan says actors can opt out of
projects
Hina explained that brands can sometimes
be firm about how they want their
advertisements to look, but actors still
have the choice to refuse. She said,
“Sometimes, some brands are very
adamant on a certain sort of their creative. They want
to do it their way. As an actor, you always have the
option of opting out, considering that it may backfire.
Maybe it was not well thought, or maybe they
thought it may not become what it
became."However, Hina made it clear that she did not
think Kriti deserved the level of criticism that
followed the advertisement. She also pointed out that
online reactions can sometimes continue long after
the original issue has passed.
“The level at which... what happened and what is

AT
—

jewellery brand for the controversy, saying both were
entitled to their opinions. At the same time, she
returned to her point that actors have the option of
turning down a project if they are uncomfortable with
its creative direction. “We as actors always have the
option of opting out. When you do any project, you
are told that all is going to happen."Kriti had starred
in the GIVA advertisement wearing an off-white
outfit with a bralette-style blouse, cape and draped
skirt. Some netizens felt that the look was
inappropriate for a Raksha Bandhan.

N T T T T ® @ @

Ameesha Patel Hits Back At Netizen

Linking Her To Hardik Pandya: 'My

God...
i

\, . | .J

meesha Patel and cricketer Hardik

Pandya were recently spotted at the Taj

Mahal Palace in Mumbai. A video of
their interaction has gone viral on social media.
It showed the ‘Gadar’ actress introducing him
to her friends. An X user shared the clip and
seemingly suggested that their interaction was
more than just friendly, pointing to the moment
Ameesha placed her hand on Hardik Pandya’s
shoulder. Ameesha has now hit back at the
netizen with a sarcastic response, taking a dig at
the user for linking the casual gesture to
romance.

Ameesha Patel Slams Netizen Linking Her To
Hardik Pandya

The X user shared the viral video featuring
Ameesha Patel and Hardik Pandya and wrote,
“The way Ameesha Patel put her hand on
Hardik Pandya’s shoulder during the party at a
hotel in Bengaluru. All the Reddit rumours
seem to be coming true."

Ameesha Patel took to her Instagram stories to
share a screenshot of the X user’s post, and
slammed him for linking her to the cricketer.
She responded with a sarcastic take on the
netizen’s interpretation of the moment.

“So true ya. My god ur correct...truly romantic
way my hand was on him," she wrote.She then
took a direct dig at the person behind the post. “I
don’t know u but surely u don’t have a girl even
as a friend. It’s time u do have one before
posting hence on such things...", wrote
Ameesha.

Meanwhile, Hardik Pandya is dating model
Mahieka Sharma. Two years after his
separation from Natasa Stankovic, the star all-
rounder introduced Mahieka as the new woman
in his life. On October 10, 2025, Hardik shared
an Instagram Story featuring a photo of himself
with Mahieka at the beach, making their
relationship Insta-official.

Ameesha Patel’s Work Front

In 2023, Ameesha reunited with Sunny Deol for
Gadar 2 and went on to create history at the box
office. She reprised her iconic role as Sakina in
the film.

Farah Khan’s Triplets Head To
College In Different Cities, Emotional
Mom Says ‘3 Pieces Of My Heart’ i

got emotional as her triplets, Diva, Anya
and Czar, embarked on their college
journeys in different cities.

Sharing a glimpse of the bittersweet milestone on
Instagram, Farah reflected on the challenges of
sending not one but three children off to college.
Sharing photos, the director wrote, “If u thought
moving ur kid to college was hard.. try doing it
3times! 3 cities, 3 campuses..3 goodbyes!
3pieces of my heart Jao jee lo apni zindagi.. but
remember , all roads lead back to Dad & mom..
to @shirishkunder for doing everything except
cming in the family pics.. p.s. — @divakunder u
know why i chose this song.”

The first image shows Farah sharing a warm hug
with her son Czar, while the other photos capture
her sweet and candid moments with her triplets.
The doting mom also added the song ‘Kabhi
Alvida Naa Kehna’ to the post, perfectly
capturing the emotional moment.

Reacting to her post, Sunita Kapoor commented,
“Faru making me cry." Shilpa Shirodkar wrote,
“Love you Farah congratulations to the babies
and trust me they will come back being the Best
Version of Themselves."

Rhea Kapoor wrote, “i can’t believe they are so
big." Bhavana Pandey, Soha Ali Khan, Diana
Penty among other actors dropped heart emoyjis.
Back in May, Farah Khan and Shirish Kunder
celebrated a major milestone as their triplets,
Diva, Anya and Czar, oficially graduated from
school.Farah took to Instagram to share pictures
from the graduation ceremony held at Dhirubhai
Ambani International School in Mumbai.
Alongside the images, she had written, “Don’t
know which is tougher.. raising your kids or
letting them go!? They can fly as high as they
dream .. there 1l always be a nest waiting for
them #graduation #bittersweet p.s- its
impossible to find all 3 kids n a husband whn
taking pics."

I Vilmmaker and choreographer Farah Khan
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BRIFF NEWS

2 Jaish terrorists
killed in
Udhampur

Jammu, Agency: Two
Jaish-e-Mohammad terror-
ists were shot dead and a
suspected overground
worker was  detained
Thursday after security
forces tracked down a hide-
out in rain-soaked forests of
Udhampur district in J&K's
Jammu division, seizing
assault rifles, a pistol and
grenades.

An Army-CRPF-J&K
police team launched the
operation in Brattal border-
ing Kathua district after
inputs led forces to cordon
off a target area around
9pm Wednesday. "A few
rounds of gunfire and
grenade blasts were heard
shortly after," an official
said. The terrorists resumed
firing Thursday morning,
apparently trying to break
the cordon, but were killed
in return fire. White Knight
Corps said a mop-up opera-
tion was underway using
sniffer dogs and aerial sur-
veillance to check for any
remaining terrorists.

Police identified the
slain terrorists as Saddam
and Mustafa. Forces found
an AK-series rifle with
four magazines, an M-4
carbine with three maga-
zines, a Glock pistol with
two magazines and four
grenades on them.

Flowers at 10,600ft:
World's highest twin
fields unveiled in Leh

leh, Agency: On Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's

76th  birthday, Ladakh
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena inaugurated
the world's highest and
India's largest twin flower
fields in Leh, at an altitude
of 10,600ft, on Thursday as
part of the administration's
efforts to diversify agricul-
ture, build skills and create
new livelihood opportuni-
ties in the Union Territory.
Spread across 40 acres at
Choglamsar and Stakna, the
gardens house more than 25
lakh high-value flowers,
including 24 lakh Lilium
and 1 lakh Gladiolus. The
Choglamsar field was devel-
oped in just two months,
with plantation beginning on
July 16 and the first blooms
appearing in the first week
of Sept. At Stakna, nearly
1.4 lakh lilies were planted
in Aug, with the first blooms
expected by Oct-end.
Saxena said the initiative
was the first experiment of
its size and nature at such a
high altitude in Leh, adding
that its successful execution
could pave the way for repli-
cation elsewhere in Ladakh.
The gardens will open to the
public on Sept 18, with an
entry fee of Rs 25 for adults
and Rs 10 for children, offi-
cials said. Floriculture, as a
high-value agricultural
activity, can complement
traditional farming, increase
cultivators' incomes and cre-
ate  opportunities  for
employment and entrepre-
neurship, the LG said. The
Choglamsar flower park
will serve as a training,
demonstration and model
floriculture centre for farm-
ers and youth, where Lilium,
Gladiolus, Tulips and other
ornamental flowers will be
cultivated for national and
international markets.

National
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Kashmir cracks walnut success code
turns to medium-sized, grafted trees

Kokerang, Agency: In
Gohan village, around
100km south of Srinagar,
Shabir Ahmad was among
many harvesting walnuts
from a towering tree. The
work has become increas-
ingly difficult. "My back
aches now," Ahmad said.
J&K produces 3.5 lakh
tonnes of walnuts annually,
around 90% of the coun-
try's total output.Like other
villagers, Ahmad had no
safety gear and he was
proud of it. "We have been
doing it for centuries," said
Ahmad, also a clerk at a
local court. However, the

Buying medicines may have to be recorded on CCTV

New Delhi, Agency:

Buying
prescription medicines from a med-

bravado doesn't help in har-
vesting seasons. Dr. Mohd
Yaqoob Bhat, a surgeon at
Paras Hospital in Srinagar,
said Valley healthcare units
treat dozens of patients
each year after falls from
walnut trees, some with

serious spinal injuries.
"There is no mechanism to
address the issue," Bhat
said.

Ahmad's younger broth-
er sold one walnut for one
rupee and no two fruits are
similar. For generations,

ical store could soon be recorded on
CCTYV, with the footage required to
be kept for at least three months,
under a draft amendment to the
Drugs Rules, 1945, proposed by
Union health ministry. With this,
regulators will be able to check
transactions when concerns are
raised.

For patients, this could mean an
additional safeguard against medi-
cines sold without prescriptions or
accessed via illegal channels.

The move is aimed at better
oversight of Schedule H, H1 and X
drugs, which include medicines that
cannot be sold without valid pre-
scription. Except wholesale dealing,
all drug will be supplied under
CCTYV system at the licensed prem-

The board

tions from

ises. The proposal was first consid-

ered by Drugs
Committee and was then circulated
to Drugs Technical Advisory Board.

approval of the proposal, according
to the health ministry. The draft
says the rule will come into force
from a date specified by govt when
the amendment is finally published
in the Official Gazette. The ministry
has invited objections and sugges-
stakeholders and the

public.
Consultative

Kashmir's walnut trees
have been grown from
seeds. J&K and Sher-e-
Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and
Technology (SKUAST) are
now promoting medium-
sized, grafted walnut trees
to bring greater uniformity
and help the produce com-
pete globally amid compe-
tition from soft-shelled
varieties grown in
California and Chile.

The initiative aims to
replace scattered planta-
tions  with  organised
orchards of known vari-
eties, allowing farmers to

grow more trees in the
same area and produce wal-
nuts more consistent in size
and color.

J&K has about 80,000
hectares under walnut culti-
vation, most of it made up
of seedling-origin trees.
"When someone plants a
walnut seed in the ground,
whatever grows becomes a
tree. Every tree is a variety
of its own," Ashfaq A.
Pandit, professor and head
of  fruit science at
SKUAST, said. This natural
variation, once considered
an advantage, has become a
challenge in the modern

market where buyers seek
consistent produce.

Traditional walnut trees
can take about 15 years to
bear fruit without using
pesticides. Unlike tradition-
al seedling-origin trees,
grafted walnuts belong to
known varieties.

Imtiyaz Ahmad Lone,
professor and head of
SKUAST's Walnut
Research Centre, said the
university released new
walnut cultivars and graft-
ing-based cultivation had
spread over nearly 90,000
hectares despite lack of
subsidies.

NIA court issues NBWs against
2 Pak-based LeT commanders

Responding to the proposal, J S

Jammu, Agency: A spe-
cial NIA court in Jammu has
issued non-bailable warrants
(NBWs) against two
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) commanders for
evading arrest in terror cases.

Justice Prem Sagar passed
separate orders on Sept 8

Shinde, president, All against the duo - Khalid alias
Organisation of Chemists Lala Huzaifa alias
recommended Druggists, said, "Making CCTV | Bakkarwali, a resident of
surveillance mandatory at every | Pakistan's South Punjab

medical store could cost small and
medium chemists Rs 50,000-1 lakh
or more, apart from ongoing main-
tenance. A uniform requirement is
particularly difficult to implement
in rural areas with unreliable power
and internet connectivity.

province; and Saifullah alias
Sajid Jatt alias Ali Bhai alias
Habibullah  Malik  (also
known by several other alias-
es), a resident of Pakistan's
Kasur district.

NIA alleged that Khalid

and Saifullah had worked as
LeT commanders in Kashmir
before moving to Pakistan,
from where they were cur-
rently providing weapons,

money, and directions to
ultras operating in Kashmir.
While Khalid was active in
Ganderbal and Bandipora dis-
tricts, Saifullah - a designated
terrorist listed in the Fourth
Schedule of UAPA - operated
in Kulgam between 2005 and
2007, NIA stated.

Owners face penalties as govt moves to SC takes exception to 31 unnatural

curb stray cattle on hlghways, e- ways |

New Delhi, Agency: Owners
who abandon cattle on highways
and expressways could face fines
with the road
transport ministry issuing a stan-
dard operating procedure (SOP)
to curb the menace of stray cattle
and other animals causing road
crashes. States and local authori-
ties will initiate "owner-tracing"
and take steps to recover applica-
ble fees, fines and penalties from

and penalties,

owners.

The SOP follows a Supreme
Court direction to NHAI to
devise a structured mechanism
for the safe removal of stray ani-
mals from national highways and
expressways. The "SOP for Safe
Removal of Stray Cattle and

from
issued this

Other Animals
NHs/Expressways",

Tamil Nadu must change mind-
set, allow Hindi in schools: SC

New Delhi,

TN," the bench said.

TN has been opposing the
setting up of these schools as
they follow a three-language
policy, including Hindi, which
is against the state's two-lan-

guage policy.

"We are saying in addition to

all the good things you're doing for establishing Navodaya tariffs of up to 100 per Energy Imperative", and affordable energy

in your state, having something Vidyalayas in each district centon countries continu- Kwatra said India's ener- was essential for homes,

in addition will not bring down within six weeks. ing to buy Russian oil and gy choices were driven by  farms, hospitals, schools,

your standards... People in "We are not asking you to gas, including India and development and energy factories and transport. flicts

Chennai should not alienate acquire land. We are only ask- China. The bill was security. "India imports over

Delhi and vice versa," SC said.  ing you to identify it... There is approved 262-159 after "Energy is a vital 85% of its crude oil and
Senior advocate Jaideep a need for dialogue. You can't clearing the Senate last strategic necessity for 1.4 around half its natural

Gupta, appearing for the state, say I won't accept a policy. month and now goes to billion Indians and a gas. Our sourcing reflects

submitted it was against the Today it is education, tomorrow Trump for signature.In an foundation of _our.devel— a fundamental national

federal structure to impose it will be something else. X thread titled "People opment....India is the responsibility: looking
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Agency :
Supreme Court Thursday told
Tamil Nadu govt that it needed
to change its mindset towards
teaching Hindi in schools and
should thrash out issues with
Centre on setting up Navodaya
Vidyalayas in every district.

As Vijay-led TN govt took
the same stand taken by the pre-
vious DMK govt, a bench of
Justices B V Nagarathna and A
G Masih said individual states
could not act like countries.
"You have to change your
mindset, it can't be that Hindi
will not be taught on the soil of

Ay '

state govts,
NHIDCL and state
nodal agencies for
stray animals from

identify and mark

week to hlghway agencies and
designates NHAI,

expressways. They will arrange
their safe transportation to shel-
ters, cattle pounds or gaushalas
identified by state govts.

The highway agencies will

where stray cattle and other ani-
mals are frequently spotted.

PWDs as
removing

NHs and Justices

prits. It also questioned
the state for giving a
meagre Rs 30,000 as
compensation to the next
of kin even though the
state had paid Rs 4 lakh-
5 lakh to relatives of vic-
tims of the ethnic clash-

ing in various
camps.

which published a news
report on 731 deaths,
including 25 unnatural
deaths, in relief camps as
disclosed by the state
home department. Media
had also reported that
43,000 IDPs were resid-
relief

Makhija said when
the committee sought
details of the deaths, the
state initially provided

deaths in Manipur relief camps

New Delhi, Agency:
Supreme Court Thursday
took strong exception to
31 unnatural deaths in
Manipur's relief camps -
set up after the eruption
of Kuki-Meitei ethnic
clashes in 2023 to shelter
internally displaced per-
sons (IDPs) - including
one due to sexual assault.

A bench of Chief
Justice Surya Kant and
Joymalya

Bishnupur, four in
Imphal West, two in
Imphal East and one in
Kakching.

The bench directed
the state chief secretary
to submit what remedial
measures would be taken
to prevent such incidents.
It also asked the state to
detail the steps taken to
expedite investigations
into the FIRs. Justice
Mittal Committee

Bagchi and V Mohana es. sketchy statistics. Only informed the court that
asked the state govt to This order was passed after prodding did govt the mother of the sexual
file an affidavit giving after perusing Justice provide the required assault victim in
details of the causes of Gita Mittal Committee's information. Jiribam and Churachandpur relief
death as ascertained report. Placed before the Churachandpur relief camp was given Rs 2.5
stretches  through postmortem court by senior advocate camps recorded nine lakh as compensation but

reports and the investiga-
tions to identify the cul-

Vibha D Makhija, it cited
a Media report of June 7

unnatural deaths each;
six were reported in

in most cases, the next of
kin got only Rs 30,000.

by a society. There

dominate," he said.

such a policy should
enforced by the court.
The bench asked the

Centre's decision on a state.
is against the state policy. It
supersedes Tamil. This kind of
unification is not the purport of
Constitution. It is not a central
govt school. It is a school run

adamancy that Hindi must pre-

Gupta submitted that coop-
erative federalism would never
work in only one direction and

comply with its order and post-
ed the case for further hearing
in Dec. SC had last Dec direct-
ed TN to identify land required

nIt

New Delhi, Agency: Supreme
Court on Thursday rapped CBSE
for being stubborn in its decision
to enforce the three-language poli-
cy from this year for Class VI stu-
dents and forced it to reconsider
the decision with a clear mandate,
camouflaged as a suggestion, to
enforce it from next academic
year.CBSE had decided to enforce

the three-language policy for all
classes from Class VI to X, in
which the students were to choose
three languages of which two must
be indigenous. On SC's request, it
reconsidered and agreed to enforce
it from Class VI onwards from this
year while students in Class VII to
X were to be governed by the old
policy. SC had asked CBSE to

Justices

ing the

SC raps CBSE for refusing to exempt Class VI from 3-language policy this year

reconsider exempting students of
Class VI this year.
A bench of CJI Surya Kant and

Joymalya Bagchi and V

Mohana is dealing with a bunch of
petitions challenging the threelan-
guage policy, including highlight-

inadequacy of textbooks,

indigenous subject teachers and
infrastructure.

1S an

United States Vinay
Mohan Kwatra has
not be defended New Delhi's

energy sourcing policy
after the US House of
passed
legislation that gives US
president Donald Trump
the authority to impose

state to
Representatives

First: What Drives India's

world's fastest-growing
major economy and its
third-largest energy con-
sumer. Yet the average
Indian consumes less than
one-third of the global
average and one-tenth of
average American. Our
energy needs will, and
must, grow," he said.
Kwatra said reliable

'Fundamental national responsibility': India's envoy to
US strikes defiant note as Trump's 100 % tariffs loom

New Delhi, Agency:
India's Ambassador to the

outside our borders to
secure adequate, afford-
able and uninterrupted
energy for our people,” he
said. He added that India
sources energy from part-
ners across the Middle
East, Africa, Latin
America, Eurasia and the
US, with decisions guided
by "availability, afford-
ability, market conditions
and commercial viabili-
ty". "When recent con-
squeezed global
supplies, India acted deci-
sively to protect its people
from price shocks. That
also helped steady global
energy markets and pre-
vent a deeper crisis.
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Radha Ashtami: Celebrating the Divine
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Radha Ashtami, also known as
Radhashtami or Radha Jayanti, is
one of the most cherished festivals
in the Vaishnav tradition.
Celebrated on the Ashtami, or
eighth day, of the bright fortnight
of the Hindu month of
Bhadrapada, the festival com-
memorates the appearance of
Radha Rani, who is revered as the
eternal beloved and divine coun-
terpart of Lord Krishna. In 2026,
Radha Ashtami will be observed
on Saturday, September 19, fif-
teen days after Janmashtami. The
festival is celebrated with particu-
lar devotion throughout Braj,
especially in Barsana, Vrindavan,
Mathura and Nandgaon.

While Janmashtami is
associated with Krishna's birth
and is celebrated with midnight
rituals, Radha Ashtami is tradi-
tionally connected with the mid-
day period. This distinction gives
the two festivals their own charac-
ter within the devotional calendar.
For devotees, Radha Ashtami is
not simply a birthday celebration.
It is an occasion to reflect on the
ideals associated with Radha —
unconditional love, humility, ded-
ication and complete devotion.

According to popular Braj
tradition, Radha was born to
Vrishbhanu and Kirti in the sacred
region of Braj. Barsana is tradi-
tionally regarded as her birthplace
and childhood home, making it
the centre of Radha Ashtami cele-
brations. Devotees consider the
landscape of Braj itself deeply
connected with the stories of
Radha and Krishna, and the festi-
val brings these traditions into
public life through temple wor-
ship, music, processions, devo-
tional singing and community
gatherings.

The spiritual importance
of Radha has developed through
different Vaishnav traditions over
centuries. In devotional literature,
Radha represents the highest form

of Love a

e

o

of love for the divine. Her rela-

tionship with Krishna is under-
stood not merely as an earthly
romance but as a symbol of the
soul's longing for a spiritual con-
nection with the Supreme. This
interpretation has made Radha an
important figure in the devotional
traditions of northern India and
beyond.

The word "Radha" itself
has acquired a special emotional
significance in the religious cul-
ture of Braj. Devotees frequently
greet one another with "Radhe
Radhe", a phrase that has become
closely associated with the region.
In Barsana and Vrindavan, the
name of Radha is heard in tem-
ples, streets and devotional gath-
erings, reflecting how deeply the
figure of Radha is woven into
everyday religious culture.

Radha Ashtami begins
with preparations in homes and
temples. Devotees clean their
prayer spaces, decorate idols or
images of Radha and Krishna with
flowers and prepare offerings. In
temples, the deity is dressed in
special garments and adorned
with jewellery and flowers.
Ceremonial bathing, known as
abhishek, is performed in many
temples, followed by shringar, or
ritual adornment. Devotional
songs and kirtans continue
through the day.

Fasting is another impor-
tant part of the observance for
many devotees. Practices vary
according to family tradition, reli-
gious lineage and local customs.
Some devotees observe a strict
fast, while others follow a fruit-
based or sattvic diet. The fast is
generally viewed as a form of
spiritual discipline rather than
merely a ritual restriction. The
intention is to dedicate the day to
prayer, remembrance and devo-
tion.  The central worship peri-
od is associated with madhyahna,
or midday, because traditional

nd Devotion

accounts place Radha's appear-
ance at that time. Contemporary
festival guides for 2026 also iden-
tify September 19 as the obser-
vance date and describe midday
worship as an important part of
the celebration. Exact ritual tim-
ings can vary according to the
local panchang and location.

One of the most beautiful
aspects of Radha Ashtami is the
atmosphere created by devotional
music. Braj has a rich musical tra-
dition in which Radha and
Krishna occupy a central place.
Temple singers perform bhajans,
kirtans and traditional composi-
tions, while devotees participate
by singing collectively. Music
transforms the festival from an
individual act of worship into a
shared cultural experience.

Flowers are equally
important. Temples are decorated
with garlands of roses, marigolds,
jasmine and other seasonal flow-
ers. The colourful decorations,
lamps, traditional clothing and
devotional music create an atmos-
phere that combines religious rev-
erence with artistic expression.

Food also forms an
important part of the celebration.
Devotees prepare a variety of
offerings for Radha Rani, after
which the food is distributed as
prasad. The menu differs from
region to region and from one
family tradition to another.
Traditional sweets, fruits, milk-
based preparations and other veg-
etarian dishes are commonly asso-
ciated with festive offerings. The
preparation of prasad is often a
family activity, bringing several
generations together.

The deeper message of
Radha Ashtami extends beyond
ritual. Radha is remembered as a
figure whose devotion is charac-
terized by selflessness. In devo-
tional interpretations, she does not
seek personal reward from her
relationship with Krishna. Her
love represents surrender, dedica-
tion and the desire to remain con-
nected with the divine. This sym-
bolism is one reason why Radha
continues to hold such a powerful
place in devotional culture.

The festival also demon-
strates the close relationship
between faith and cultural her-
itage in India. A religious celebra-
tion becomes a platform for pre-
serving music, poetry, dance, food
traditions, temple architecture and
local customs. In Braj, stories
connected with Radha and
Krishna have influenced genera-
tions of artists, poets, musicians
and performers.
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Barsana Turns Into a Sea of
Devotion as Radha Ashtami Arrives

In the Braj region of Uttar Pradesh, the

arrival of Radha Ashtami transforms an
ordinary festival day into a deeply emotion-
al celebration of local faith and cultural her-
itage. At the heart of the festivities is
Barsana, the town traditionally associated
with Radha Rani's birthplace and child-
hood. Every year, thousands of devotees
make their way towards the town to partic-
ipate in prayers and seek darshan at the
famous Radha Rani temple, also known as
the Ladli Ji or Shriji temple. In 2026, Radha
Ashtami will be celebrated on September
19, bringing renewed activity to Barsana
and surrounding areas.

Barsana is not simply a destination
for pilgrims during Radha Ashtami. The
town's identity is closely connected with
Radha. Its temples, lanes, hills, songs and
festivals preserve stories that have been
passed from one generation to another. The
landscape itself forms part of the cultural
memory of Braj.

The principal shrine associated with the
celebration is the Radha Rani Temple, pop-
ularly known as the Shriji Temple or Ladli
Ji Temple. Situated on a hill in Barsana, the
temple is one of the region's most important
centres of Radha worship. During Radha
Ashtami, the shrine becomes the focus of
elaborate religious ceremonies and a large
gathering of devotees.

The day begins early for many devotees.
Temple rituals, devotional singing and
preparations start before the main celebra-
tion. The deity is ceremonially bathed and
then dressed in special clothes and orna-
ments. Flowers are used extensively to dec-
orate the temple, while lamps, incense and
devotional music add to the atmosphere.

A major feature of Radha Ashtami
worship is the abhishek ceremony. In many
Vaishnav temples, panchamrit — tradition-
ally a mixture of milk, curd, ghee, honey
and sugar — is used for ceremonial
bathing. After the ritual, the deity is deco-
rated in festive attire. The exact form of the
ceremony differs between temples and reli-
gious traditions, but the emphasis remains
on celebrating Radha with reverence and
affection.

As the festival progresses, the nar-

Devotees arrive from different parts of
India and from communities associated
with Krishna and Radha worship outside
India. The town's local economy also
becomes closely connected with the festi-
val, as shops, transport operators, flower
sellers, food vendors and other small busi-
nesses serve the increased number of visi-
tors.

The cultural character of Barsana is
especially visible through its language and
music. Braj Bhasha, the traditional lan-
guage of the region, has a strong connec-
tion with Radha-Krishna poetry. For cen-
turies, poets have used the language to
describe divine love, separation, longing
and devotion. During festivals, these poetic
traditions continue through songs and per-
formances.

The word "Radhe" can be heard
throughout the town during the celebration.
For local residents, this is not simply a fes-
tival greeting. It reflects a cultural identity
built around Radha's presence. Visitors
often encounter devotional expressions in
shops, temples and public spaces, making
the festival part of the everyday atmosphere
of the town.

Barsana's association with Radha
also connects Radha Ashtami with other
major Braj festivals. The town is interna-
tionally known for Lathmar Holi, a celebra-
tion linked with the playful traditions of
Radha and Krishna. Together, these festi-
vals demonstrate how stories from devo-
tional traditions have developed into living
cultural practices.

The importance of Radha Ashtami
extends beyond the main temple. Nearby
parts of Braj, including Vrindavan, Mathura
and Nandgaon, also observe the festival
with temple programmes, bhajans, special
decorations and devotional gatherings. The
region effectively becomes a connected
cultural landscape in which different towns
celebrate different aspects of the Radha-
Krishna tradition.

The festival also brings a strong
sense of community. Families travel togeth-
er, elderly devotees are accompanied by
younger relatives, and groups of pilgrims
organize journeys around temple visits.

Few figures in India's devotional tradition
have inspired such a wide range of poetry, music,
painting, dance and storytelling as Radha. Her
association with Krishna has become one of the
country's most enduring cultural themes, influ-
encing generations of poets, saints, musicians
and artists. Every year, Radha Ashtami brings
this vast cultural heritage into focus as devotees
celebrate Radha Rani through prayer, song and
artistic expression.

Radha Ashtami, observed on Bhadrapada
Shukla Ashtami, commemorates the appearance
of Radha and is especially important in the Braj
region. In 2026, the festival will be celebrated on
September 19. While the religious centre of the
festival is temple worship, its cultural influence
extends far beyond the temple walls.

The story of Radha and Krishna has been
interpreted in many ways across India's devo-
tional traditions. At its heart is the idea of divine
love. Radha's love for Krishna is traditionally
understood as an expression of complete devo-
tion, often described through emotions such as
longing, separation, joy and surrender. These
emotions provided poets and artists with a rich
vocabulary for expressing the relationship
between the human soul and the divine.

This is particularly visible in the literature of
Braj. The Braj region developed a remarkable
tradition of devotional poetry in which Radha
and Krishna became central figures. Poets
described the forests of Vrindavan, the Yamuna,
the changing seasons and the emotional world of
Radha and Krishna. Their compositions eventu-
ally became part of musical and performance tra-
ditions.

The cultural legacy of Radha is not limited to

one language. Stories associated with her appear
in Sanskrit and several regional languages,
including Braj Bhasha, Hindi, Bengali and oth-
ers. Different religious communities developed
their own interpretations and styles of worship,
contributing to a diverse cultural landscape.
Music has played a particularly important
role in keeping these traditions alive. Bhajans
and kirtans devoted to Radha are performed in
temples and homes throughout India. During
Radha Ashtami, musical gatherings become an
important part of the celebration. Groups of
devotees sing together, often repeating the divine

names of Radha and Krishna in rhythmic pat-
terns.

The collective nature of kirtan is significant.
Unlike a private prayer that may involve one per-
son, kirtan creates participation through music.
Everyone present can join the singing, regardless
of age or background. This makes devotional
music an important means of transmitting reli-
gious stories and values across generations.

Dance has also contributed to the cultural
image of Radha. Classical and folk traditions
have repeatedly interpreted episodes from
Radha-Krishna narratives. In dance performanc-

es, Radha may be portrayed through expressions
of love, waiting, separation, happiness or devo-
tion. Facial expressions, hand gestures and
movement allow performers to communicate
emotions that are central to the devotional tradi-
tion.

The visual arts have similarly developed a
rich vocabulary around Radha. Miniature paint-
ings, temple art, sculptures and contemporary
works frequently portray Radha and Krishna in
the landscapes of Braj. Gardens, forests, moonlit
settings, flowers and the Yamuna are recurring
visual elements.

Flowers, in particular, have a strong symbol-
ic presence. Radha Ashtami celebrations often
involve extensive floral decoration in temples.
Garlands and flower arrangements are used to
decorate the deity, prayer spaces and festival
venues. The use of flowers connects the celebra-
tion with the natural imagery that has long been
associated with the Braj tradition.

The cultural importance of Radha can also be
seen in everyday language. "Radhe Radhe" has
become a characteristic greeting in many parts of
Braj. It functions as both a devotional expression
and a marker of local cultural identity. The greet-
ing reflects how religious traditions can become
integrated into ordinary social interactions.

Festivals provide another way through which
the Radha tradition remains visible. Holi in Braj
is strongly associated with Radha and Krishna,
particularly in Barsana and Nandgaon. The play-
ful character of the festival draws on stories of
their relationship and has become one of the
region's most recognizable cultural traditions.

Radha Ashtami adds another dimension to
this cultural calendar.
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