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India, Bangladesh deepen
cultural ties around Nazrul
Borsho celebrations

Dhaka.(Agency)

Germany moves to end [CJ case over its
military support for Israel in Gaza war

India and Bangladesh on Sunday discussed ways to
deepen cultural cooperation, including exchanges in
classical music, folk art and heritage conservation,
with a focus on Dhaka's year-long celebrations of
revolutionary poet Kazi Nazrul Islam's legacy.

The discussions took place during a meeting
between Indian High Commissioner Dinesh Trivedi
and Bangladesh Cultural Affairs Minister Nitai Roy
Chowdhury. According to a social media post by the
Indian High Commission in Dhaka, the two sides
spoke about the "deep-rooted cultural connection"
between the peoples of the two countries and the
need to strengthen cultural engagement between the
neighbours.Minister of State for Cultural Affairs Ali
Nawaz Mahmud Khayyam was also present at the
meeting. The mission said the two sides "discussed
potential cooperation and exchanges in the fields of
classical music, folk art, heritage conservation,
institutional linkages and joint cultural programmes
and conferences, especially as part of Nazrul Borsho
celebrations, which are all aimed at promoting
people-to-people ties".Nazrul Borsho, or Nazrul
Year, is being observed in Bangladesh from May 25,
2026, to May 25, 2027, to mark the 127th birth
anniversary of the country's national poet. The year-
long observance seeks to highlight his literary,
musical and cultural legacy through programmes
across Bangladesh and international initiatives.

Indonesia volcano erupts
again; 8 airports shut, over
170,000 passengers
stranded

world .(Agency)

About 170,000 passengers were stranded in
Indonesia after Mount Anak Krakatau erupted again
on Sunday, sending volcanic ash into surrounding
airspace and disrupting air travel. Authorities
suspended more than 1,500 flight operations at the
country’s main international airport and seven other
airports. Schools across Jakarta were also ordered to
shift classes online from Monday amid the
heightened volcanic activity.The eruption of Anak
Krakatau, located in the Sunda Strait between the
islands of Java and Sumatra, produced a plume of
volcanic ash that spread into surrounding airspace,
disrupting hundreds of flights and prompting
authorities to extend airport closures into
Monday.Indonesia’s airport authority said the
suspension at the affected airports had been
extended until 8.59 am local time on Monday
because of "increased eruptive activity at Mount
Anak Krakatau".

1,558 FLIGHTS DELAYED

Indonesia’s transport ministry said 1,558 flights had
been delayed across the eight affected airports,
affecting around 170,000 passengers. More than 900
of the affected flights were to or from Jakarta’s
Sockarno-Hatta International Airport, the country’s
principal international aviation hub.Operations
were also suspended at seven other airports,
including Husein Sastranegara International Airport
in Bandung and Radin Inten II International
AAuthorities said several airports, including those
serving Semarang and Surabaya, had been prepared
to handle diverted flights and provide alternative
landing options.The disruption left thousands of
travellers scrambling to rearrange their journeys,
with airlines forced to cancel or reschedule flights.
One passenger, Henny Yensan, 44, told news agency
AFP that she had planned to return to her hometown
with her mother but had to reschedule her flight for
Tuesday.irport near Bandar Lampung on
Sumatra."Everybody was disappointed," she said,
adding that passengers understood the cancellations
were caused by a natural disaster.

Berlin will argue the UN court
lacks jurisdiction or that
Nicaragua’s claims are
inadmissible as four days of
hearings begin in The Hague.

THE HAGUE.(Agency)

Germany will Monday ask the top United
Nations court to toss out a case brought
against it by Nicaragua, which has
accused Berlin of "facilitating genocide"
with its support of Israel.Lawyers for
Germany will kick off four days of
hearings at the International Court of
Justice (ICJ), the court based in The
Hague that rules on disputes between
countries. The case dates back to 2024,

up.Berlin has

by Nicaragua, according to

following the start of Israel's offensive in
Gaza. Nicaragua urged ICJ judges to
impose emergency measures to force
Berlin to halt all aid to Israel, in
particular military equipment.The court
threw out Nicaragua's request in April of
that year, saying "the circumstances, as
they now present themselves" did not
justify emergency orders.The case is
nevertheless ongoing and Germany is
now seeking to have it removed, either
by persuading judges they do not have
the power to rule in the case or that
Nicaragua's argument does not stack
filed so-called
"preliminary objections to the
jurisdiction of the Court and to the
admissibility of certain claims" presented

statement.The detail of Berlin's case has
not yet been made public.Genocide
claimAfter Germany presents its case on

an ICJ

AfD wins Saxony-Anhalt vote but falls short of solo rule

Magdeburg.(Agency)

The far-right Alternative for
Germany, or AfD, won a regional
election in Germany's eastern state of
Saxony-Anhalt on Sunday by a wide
margin, but fell just short of the
absolute majority it needed to govern
alone. The result is a major setback
for Chancellor Friedrich Merz's
Christian Democratic Union, which
has led the state for 24 years and
suffered a sharp decline.AfD, which
is anti-migration and seen as friendly
towards Russia, said the result gave it
a clear mandate to govern. But with
the party finishing three seats short of
a majority in the 83-member state
parliament, it remained unclear how
any stable government could be
formed, as mainstream parties have
long refused to work with AfD.

Final results showed AfD winning
43.8 per cent of the vote, more than
double its share from five years ago,
and taking 39 seats. Merz's CDU
polled 17.2 per cent, about half its

previous support, and won 15 seats.
The centre-left Social Democrats got
9.3 per cent, the Greens 8.9 per cent
and the Left Party 8.6 per cent, with
eight seats each. The BSW party won
5.3 per cent and five seats.Ulrich
Siegmund, AfD's 35-year-old
candidate for governor, told public
broadcaster ARD that "we have
written history" and that voters had
sent a signal that "things cannot carry
on like this". He also said that "a very
good campaigner for us in this
election campaign was Friedrich
Merz". He said AfD would not
engage in "games" such as forming a
minority government.AfD had been
aiming to secure an outright majority
and break through the so-called
firewall under which mainstream
parties refuse to cooperate with it. A
first state government would be the
biggest prize in the party's 13-year
history. Even if it does not enter
government, the result is a serious
blow to Merz at a time of broad
discontent with the national

government and its failure so far to
convince voters that it can revive
Germany's sluggish
economy.Modern Germany has not
had a far-right or right-wing populist
party lead a national, state or major-
city government. AfD is the biggest
opposition party in the national
parliament and is strongest in the
formerly communist and less
prosperous east, where Saxony-
Anbhalt is located. Its regional branch
in Saxony-Anhalt is among several
that Germany's domestic intelligence
agency has classified as a proven
right-wing extremist group, citing
among other things members'
denigration of migrants from Muslim
countries. The party talks of
"remigration"”, a politically charged
term for the deportation of
immigrants. In a neighbouring state,
one of its leaders appealed two
convictions for knowingly using a
Nazi slogan. AfD rejects accusations
of extremism and says they are
politically motivated.

Gyirong post wiped out: Nepal flood jolts
2016 China-Nepal BRI rail plan

«The flash flood near the Nepal-China
(Tibet) border has wrecked the
Himalayan nation's key road link to
Tibet, highlighting the risks facing
Beijing's proposed Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) railway between Tibet
and Kathmandu. Experts have called
for a rethink of the design and
disaster safequards before the
railway project moves beyond paper.

KATHMANDU.(Agency)

The intense flash floods left very little
recognisable of what was the Gyirong
Land Port between Nepal and China
(Tibet). The land port has collapsed,
while roads and bridges have
disappeared under mud and debris.
Rescuers arriving at the site found

Ukraine weighs legalising porn to raise war
funds, 30,000 drones in focus: Report

KATHMANDU.(Agency)

Ukraine is considering legalising and taxing
its largely underground pornography
industry to raise money for its war against
Russia, with the move potentially

generating enough revenue to fund around
30,000 drones, The Wall Street Journal
reported.A bill seeking to legalise
pornography has cleared its first reading in
Parliament and is awaiting a second.
Lawmaker Yaroslav Zhelezniak, who chairs
Parliament’s finance committee and co-
authored the legislation, estimates that

taxing the industry could generate up to $25
million annually.The proposed revenue
would be modest compared with Ukraine’s
overall wartime spending. Kyiv estimates it
needs roughly $120 billion annually for
defence, but lawmakers say even a
relatively small additional stream could
help pay for critical military equipment.
Yaroslav Zhelezniak, a lawmaker who
chairs Parliament’s finance committee and
co-authored the bill, estimates that the
potential $25 million in annual taxes could
finance approximately 30,000 drones.The
proposal seeks to resolve what lawmakers
describe as a legal and tax contradiction.
While Ukraine's adult-content industry has
grown rapidly, producing and distributing
pornography remains illegal. This means
creators who declare their income to tax
authorities
themselves to criminal prosecution.

The scale of the online industry has
nevertheless become difficult to ignore.
Data cited by the Journal showed that
around 7,900 Ukrainians earned more than
$131 million through OnlyFans in 2023,
highlighting the potential tax base.

can potentially expose

N T T T T

"nothing but ruins".The devastation
at the border post, located at around
1,800 metres (5,900 feet) above sea
level in the fragile Himalayan terrain,

has wiped out a crucial land-based
trade route between Nepal and China.
But the damage could have wider
implications. With Gyirong and its
surrounding areas devastated, the
floods have also thrown into question
China's proposed Belt and Road

Initiative (BRI) railway linking Tibet
with Kathmandu.The railway, which
has barely progressed beyond paper
since it was conceived in 2016, now
faces a fresh and formidable
challenge. The floods have
exposed the hazards of
building such a project in
the fragile Himalayan
terrain, prompting experts
to call for a reassessment.
Any such project in this
vulnerable region could
also have adverse strategic
implications for
India.Experts have flagged
the construction of a mega
dam near the Namcha Barwa, right
before the Brahmaputra enters India.
Experts have sought cross-border
hydrological studies, real-time
warning systems and a new disaster-
management framework.

Monday, Nicaragua will respond before
both countries get another chance to
address the court on Wednesday and Nicaraguasaid Germany was "pathetic" to

Thursday.It takes on average six months
for the court to hand down a ruling in such
cases.The court could either side with
Germany and throw out the case
completely or rule against Berlin,
meaning the case would then be

considered "on the merits" in more detail.
During hearings at the court in April 2024,

provide aid to Gaza while also
simultaneously furnishing Israel with
weapons.Nicaragua's ambassador to the
Netherlands, Carlos Jose Arguello
Gomez, told the court: "Germany seems
not to be able to differentiate between self-
defence and genocide."Germany retorted
that Nicaragua's case was "grossly
biased", strongly denying the accusations
that it was in breach of the 1948 UN
Genocide Convention.Israel launched its
offensive in Gaza in response to the deadly
October 7, 2023 attacks against it by
Hamas militants.Due to its Nzi past,
Germany has placed Israel's security "at
the core" of its foreign policy, its
representative told the court in the 2024
hearings.Germany aid its arms trade with
Israel was subject to "detailed scrutiny.

Nepal mourns flood dead as
nearly 5,000 remain missing

Kathmandu.(Agency)

Nepal observed a national day of mourning on
Monday, the 13th day after the Rasuwa flash flood
disaster, to honour more than 1,340 people killed in
one of the country’s deadliest natural disasters in
recent years.Nearly 5,000 people are still missing,
including 589 foreign nationals, after flash floods hit
Rasuwa, which borders China, and adjoining districts
on August 26 following an ice-rock avalanche in the
high Himalayas. The disaster caused widespread loss
of life and heavy damage to infrastructure in northern
and central Nepal, even as search and rescue
operations continued in the worst-hit areas.The
government declared September 7 a national day of
mourning for victims of the floods that swept through
Rasuwa, Nuwakot, Dhading and other areas along the
Bhotekoshi and Trishuli river systems. The mourning
is being observed on the 13th day after the disaster, in
line with the Hindu practice of marking the thirteenth
day after a death. In many Hindu communities, this
day is seen as an important part of the mourning
period, when rituals are performed to honour the dead
and mark the end of the formal mourning period.

“The national flag will be flown at half-mast at
government offices across the country and at Nepali
diplomatic missions abroad,” the Ministry of Home
Affairs said in a statement issued on Sunday. The
floods caused large-scale destruction of homes,
roads, bridges, hydropower projects, government
offices and other critical infrastructure. Search and
rescue operations are continuing, including inside
hydropower project tunnels, with security personnel
and specialised international rescue teams working to
trace missing people and recover bodies.At least
32,000 families have been displaced, around 7,500
houses have been completely destroyed, and
livelihoods and essential infrastructure across central
Nepal have been severely disrupted. The government
has mobilised the Nepali Army, Nepal Police, Armed
Police Force and other agencies for search, rescue,
relief and recovery work. Specialist teams from
neighbouring countries, including India, have also
joined efforts to rescue people believed to be trapped
in hydropower tunnels.Meanwhile, the government
has declared Tuesday, September 8, a public holiday
to mark Gen Z Martyrs’ Day. On the same day last
year, Gen Z-led protests broke out in Kathmandu
against a government decision to ban social media
platforms, alleged corruption, and what protesters
described as the ostentatious lifestyles of the children
of influential politicians and officials. The protests
turned violent after security personnel opened fire
near the Parliament building, killing 72 people,
including children, and eventually forcing then prime
minister K P Sharma Oli to resign.

North Korea commissions second destroyer
as Kim calls for stronger deterrent

Seoul.(Agency)

a red carpet, touring the warship and posing

with sailors.

military drill

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has
commissioned the country’s second naval
destroyer and called for a more reliable
nuclear deterrent, according to state media
reports on Monday. The move came as the
United States, South Korea and Japan began
a five-day trilateral military exercise that
Pyongyang sees as a security threat.
The development also comes as North Korea
steps up pressure on Washington after
rejecting President Donald Trump’s decision
to scale back a major US-South Korea
as a conciliatory gesture
towards Kim. Observers say Pyongyang is
seeking bigger concessions from the US.The
destroyer,
commissioned into North Korea’s navy on
Sunday at a ceremony in the eastern port city
of Wonsan. Kim attended the event with his
teenage daughter, whom South Korea’s spy
agency has described as his likely heir. State
media photographs showed her in a white
dress and blazer, walking beside her father on

named Kang Kon,

® @ @«

was

ceremony,
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The Kang Kon and the Choe Hyon, which
was commissioned in June, are both 5,000-
tonne destroyers equipped with nuclear-
capable missiles. They are North Korea’s
most advanced warships.In a speech at the
Kim said the back-to-back
commissioning of the destroyers had
instilled fear in enemies and that the nuclear
armament of North Korea’s navy made it
possible to use its nuclear deterrent in a more
diversified and practical way. “Concerns of
the enemies will be surely deepened,” Kim
said. “We must establish more clearly a
powerful and reliable nuclear war deterrent,
to put into practice the diverse and effective
operation of our nuclear combat systems and
further strengthen our military activities for
maritime defence and war deterrence.”On
Monday, the US, South Korea and Japan
were set to begin their Freedom Edge
exercise in waters off South Korea’s southern
Jeju island. South Korea’s military has said
the exercise is defensive in nature and is

meant to respond to North Korea’s nuclear
threats. Last week, North Korea’s Foreign
Ministry accused the US of more clearly
showing a confrontational posture towards
the North, citing the Freedom Edge exercise
and reported comments by US officials that
Washington remains committed to the
complete denuclearisation of North Korea.
On August 21, the US and South Korean
militaries ended their annual Ulchi Freedom
Shield exercise six days earlier than
originally planned after Trump said he had
ordered the Pentagon to ‘“substantially
reduce” the drill.

Trump cited what he described as a good
relationship with Kim, who views the
exercise as a rehearsal for invasion. But
Kim’s sister and senior official Kim Yo Jong
dismissed the outreach, saying merely
shortening the drill would not change its
“provocative, aggressive nature”. North
Korea later launched about 10 short-range
ballistic missiles towards the sea, apparently
carrying out its earlier threat to respond to the
US-South Korean exercise.
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No Muslim Entry, Aadhaar & Tilak Mandatory: VHP’s Garba-Dandiya
Rules in Maharashtra

Mumbai: A fresh contro-
versy has erupted ahead
of Navratri in Maharash-
tra after the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) announced
guidelines calling for Mus-
lims to be kept out of Garba
and Dandiya events and
urging organisers to verify
the religious identity of
participants.

The VHP has suggested that
organisers check attendees’
Aadhaar cards and apply a
tilak on their foreheads as
part of the proposed veri-
fication process. Navratri
begins on October 11 this
year.

VHP spokesperson and
joint secretary Shriraj Nair
defended the move, saying
Navratri was fundamen-
tally a religious festival cen-
tred on the worship of the
Goddess rather than merely
a dance or entertainment
event. He questioned the

participation of Muslims,
whom he said do not sub-
scribe to idol worship.

Nair maintained that the
guidelines were precaution-
ary measures intended to
preserve what the organi-
sation regards as the cul-
tural character of Hindu
festivals, rather than being
directed against any par-
ticular community. He also
suggested that Muslims in-
terested in holding Navratri
celebrations could organise
them separately at their
homes or places of worship.
Raut invokes Bhagwat’s
New York remarks

The VHP’s position has
drawn criticism from op-
position leaders, with Shiv
Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut questioning whether
the organisation’s stance is
consistent with recent re-
marks by RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat.

Raut urged the VHP to
consider Bhagwat’s recent

message on Hindu-Muslim  questioned whether the or-
relations in New York and

ganisation disagreed with

PPy
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the RSS chief. Address-
ing the “One World, One

Humanity” faith leaders’
gathering in New York on
August 29, Bhagwat said
that a person who believes
there should be no Muslims
in Bharat could not remain

The VHP, however, has
maintained its position.
Nair said the organisation
would not comment on
Bhagwat’s remarks while
reiterating that it was not

VHP guidelines restricting Muslim
participation in Maharashtra Garba &
Dandiya events, with Aadhaar & tilak checks,
spark a political controversy.

a Hindu. He also stressed
human dignity and the
idea that different religious
paths can lead towards the
same goal.

The remarks have added
another layer to the con-
troversy, with critics high-
lighting an apparent con-
trast between Bhagwat’s
message of social unity and
the VHP’s proposed restric-

against any community and
supported social harmony
and peace.

The controversy comes as
Maharashtra prepares for
the Navratri season, putting
the spotlight on the role of
private organisations in
regulating entry to reli-
gious and cultural events
and raising questions over
identity-based restrictions

tions on participation in
Garba and Dandiya events.

at public celebrations.

danger to life and property.

conditions.

Mumbai Imposes 15-Day Prohibitory Orders
Ahead of Ganeshotsav; Gatherings, Processions

& Loudspeakers Restricted

MUMBAI
15-DAY RESTRICTIONS
AHEAD OF GANESHOTSAV

Mumbai: Mumbai Police have imposed 15-day prohibito-
ry restrictions across the city from midnight on September
9 to 11.59 pm on September 23, ahead of the Ganeshotsav
celebrations. The order restricts assemblies of five or more
people without permission, public processions and the use
of loudspeakers and other sound-amplifying equipment.

Issued under Section 37(3) read with Section 10(2) of the
Maharashtra Police Act, 1951, the order also prohibits mu-
sical bands and the bursting of firecrackers during proces-
sions. Police said the preventive measure has been taken
in view of inputs indicating the possibility of disturbances
to public peace and tranquillity, unlawful assemblies and

The restrictions, however, do not amount to a blanket
ban on Ganeshotsav celebrations. Several routine activi-
ties have been exempted, including marriages, funerals,
statutory and routine meetings of organisations, academic
activities in educational institutions, normal commercial
operations, and gatherings connected with courts and gov-
ernment offices. Public entertainment venues such as cin-
emas and theatres are also covered by exemptions.

Importantly, authorised gatherings and processions can
continue with specific police permission. Mumbai Police’s
official process requires organisers seeking permission for
a procession to generally apply at least seven days in ad-
vance and comply with prescribed routes, traffic and safety

The order is aimed at ensuring peaceful and orderly cel-
ebrations during the festival period, when large crowds, re-
ligious processions and public events traditionally increase
movement across Mumbai. Ganesh mandals and organis-
ers have therefore been advised to obtain the required per-
missions and strictly follow police directions.

Elderly Woman Drugged, Robbed by
Fake Tea Sellers in Chas

Bokaro: A 68-year-old woman was allegedly drugged and
robbed of her earrings and mangalsutra after two to three men
entered her home in Nala Road, Shiv Shakti Colony, posing as
Ayurvedic tea sellers on Monday.

The suspects allegedly asked Hiramani Devi to taste the tea
leaves, after which she lost consciousness. They then fled with
her jewellery. The incident reportedly occurred between 11 am
and noon, while her daughter was in the bathroom.

Police are examining CCTV footage to identify the suspects.
The same men reportedly attempted to target a neighbour ear-
lier but fled after finding her son present.

ED Tightens Probe Around TMC MP Nadimul Haque;
Raids 7 Locations in Kolkata, Delhi, Ranchi

New Delhi / Kolkata/
Ranchi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Mon-
day stepped up its probe
against Trinamool Con-
gress Rajya Sabha MP Na-
dimul Haque, conducting
searches at seven locations
across Kolkata, Delhi and
Ranchi in connection with
an alleged money-laun-
dering case linked to Urdu
daily Akhbar-E-Mashrigq.
The ED’s Kolkata zonal of-
fice carried out searches at
premises linked to Haque,
including his residence
and locations associated
with the newspaper. Haque
is reportedly a director of
Akhbar-E-Mashriq ~ Pvt.
Ltd., which publishes the
Urdu daily.

Probe linked to financial
transactions

According to officials, the
ED registered an Enforce-
ment Case Information
Report (ECIR) on the basis
of an FIR filed by the Bid-
hannagar Police Commis-
sionerate in West Bengal.
The case involves allega-

tions concerning the pub-
lication and dissemination
of material allegedly pro-
moting communal dishar-
mony, along with alleged
illegal transactions, unac-
counted cash dealings and
funding from suspicious
sources.

The agency is examining
financial records and other
documentary and digital
evidence to trace the al-
leged proceeds of crime
and establish the money
trail. The investigation is
being conducted under the

provisions of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering

Act (PMLA).
Searches across three
states

The simultaneous opera-
tion covered addresses in
Kolkata in West Ben-
gal, Delhi and Ranchi in
Jharkhand. Reports said
the searches began early
Monday and were being
conducted with assistance
from security and state po-
lice personnel.

In Delhi, an address linked
to Haque at South Avenue

was also searched. Reports
identified the premises as
being associated with the
TMC leader and the party’s
Delhi office.

The ED action marks a
significant escalation in
the agency’s investigation
into the financial affairs
surrounding  Akhbar-E-
Mashriq. Officials are yet
to disclose details of any
documents, cash or other
material seized during the
searches, and the probe re-
mains underway.

Hindi Fortnight: DVC CTPS Organises Administrative
Termmology Competztlon

Bokaro: The Damodar
Valley Corporation’s
Chandrapura  Thermal

Power Station (CTPS) on
Monday organised an ad-
ministrative terminology
and note-drafting compe-
tition as part of the ongo-
ing Hindi Fortnight cel-
ebrations ahead of Hindi
Diwas.

Conducted by the Official
Language Implementa-
tion Sub-Committee, the
competition featured sep-
arate categories for Hindi
and non-Hindi speakers.

The initiative aimed to
encourage the effective
use of Hindi in official
work while strengthening
employees’ skills in ad-
ministrative terminology

and note drafting.

Employees and officers
participated enthusiasti-
cally and showcased their
language and drafting
skills. A judging panel

comprising Ranjit Kumar
Nirala, Pradeep Kumar
Srivastava and Poonam
Kumari evaluated the
entries on content, lin-
guistic accuracy, use of
official terminology and
presentation.

A number of DVC of-
ficers and employees at-
tended the event, which
concluded with apprecia-
tion for the participants
and organisers and a call
for greater use of Hindi in
official communication.

Shorties

India, Luxembourg Eye Deeper Cooperation
in Space, Al, Quantum Technologies

New Delhi: India and Luxembourg are exploring deeper
cooperation in space, artificial intelligence, quantum tech-
nologies, advanced materials and life sciences, with a focus
on identifying concrete areas for collaboration.
Luxembourg’s Minister of the Economy, SMEs, Energy and
Tourism Lex Delles met Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh
on Monday and proposed a mechanism to advance bilateral
cooperation, particularly in the space sector and emerging
technologies.

According to an official Indian government statement, the
proposed framework could also help both countries prepare
specific areas of cooperation ahead of Luxembourg’s pro-
posed State Visit to India in January 2027.

Delhi Hostel Collapse: Owner Detained After
7 Die in Satya Niketan Tragedy

New Delhi: Police have detained Hariram Gupta, owner of
the hostel building that collapsed in Delhi’s Satya Niketan,
killing seven people, according to media reports.

Gupta was reportedly detained from Bhiwadi near Guru-
gram following an extensive search by police.

The tragedy unfolded on Sunday when the multi-storey
building collapsed, triggering a major rescue operation
amid fears that several people were trapped under the de-
bris. Emergency teams worked through the rubble as au-
thorities assessed the cause of the collapse and searched for
Survivors.

Rajnath Singh to Visit Sri Lanka from
September 8-10

New Delhi: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will undertake
an official visit to Sri Lanka from September 8 to 10, the
Ministry of Defence said.

Singh is scheduled to hold consultations with Sri Lankan
leaders and interact with the Indian diaspora in Colombo.
He will be accompanied by a high-level delegation com-
prising senior officials from the Defence and External Af-
fairs ministries.

CBI FIR Against Subhash Chandra,
3 Others in X¥1,322-Crore Fraud Case

New Delhi: The CBI has registered an FIR against Zee
Group founder Subhash Chandra and three others over an
alleged %1,322-crore fraud involving LIC Housing Finance
Ltd (LICHFL).

The agency is probing allegations that loans totalling T980
crore, sanctioned in 2018, were obtained using allegedly
inflated financial documents and later defaulted, causing
losses of over 21,322 crore, including interest and charges.
The case involves allegations of criminal conspiracy, cheat-
ing, breach of trust and misuse of loan funds. The FIR marks
the beginning of the investigation and does not establish the
guilt of the accused.

ESL Steel Celebrates Teachers’ Day; Honours
Teachers, Inspires Next Generation

Bokaro: ESL Steel Limited
celebrated Teachers Day
across its CSR initiatives,
honouring teachers, coaches
and mentors for their role in
nurturing young minds and
inspiring the next generation.
The celebrations were held at
8 Learning Resource Centres
(LRCs) and 12 Nandghars
under Project Shiksha, in-
volving more than 900 stu-
dents in quiz competitions,
drawing contests and other
activities. Gift distribution
and interactive programmes
gave students an opportunity
to express gratitude to their
teachers while promoting
creativity and learning.

The celebrations also reached
the ESL Archery Academy,
where young archers paid
tribute to their coaches and
mentors. Since its inception,
the academy has trained 56
archers, providing budding
athletes with structured op-
portunities to develop their

skills and pursue sporting

excellence.

ESL Steel CEO and Whole-
Time Director Ravish Shar-
ma said educators and men-
tors play a vital role not only
in shaping what young people
learn but also in determining
who they become.

He said the company views
investment in education,
mentorship and youth de-
velopment as an investment
in the future of local com-
munities. Through Project
Shiksha and the ESL Archery
Academy, the company aims

to create opportunities for
children and young people to
learn, grow and realise their
potential.

More than 930 beneficiaries
participated in the Teachers’
Day celebrations across ESLs

CSR  project sites. During
FY 2025-26, Project Shik-
sha benefited 1,548 students,
while Vedanta AAS Vidya-
laya has reached more than
1,700 beneficiaries since its
inception, strengthening ac-
cess to education and digi-
tal learning in surrounding
communities.
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IIT-ISM Professor Sanjeev Raghuwanshi
Selected for IETE-CEOT Award 2026

Dhanbad: IIT-ISM Dhan-
bad Professor Sanjeev Ku-
mar Raghuwanshi has been
selected for the prestigious
IETE-CEOT Award (Bien-
nial)-2026 for his contribu-
tions to opto-electronics
research.

Prof. Raghuwanshi of the
Department of Electron-
ics Engineering will jointly

at the 69th Annual IETE
Convention in Kolkata on
September 25-26, 2026.

His research focuses on op-

tical sensors, microwave
photonics, optical fibre
communication, plasmonic
and speciality optical fibres,
and optical waveguides.
He previously received IIT
(ISM)’s  Outstanding Re-

receive the honour with Dr
Simranjit Singh of Punjab
Engineering College, Chan-
digarh. The award recog-
nises significant work in
opto-electronic  materials,
devices, technologies, sys-
tems and applications.

The award will be presented

searcher Award in 2021 and
the Best Paper Award at the
IEEE Sensors Conference
2022.

The latest recognition adds
to IIT (ISM) Dhanbad’s
growing record of research
achievements in advanced
electronics and photonics.
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India, US moving from
cooperation to 'co-creation’ in
space sector: Ambassador Sergio

Gor

New Delhi. (Agency)

The United States and India are
moving beyond cooperation in the
space sector towards “co-creation”,
jointly designing instruments,
supporting startups and co-authoring
the future of human discovery, US
Ambassador to India Sergio Gor said
on Monday.

He was speaking at the inaugural
ceremony of the ninth edition of the
Bengaluru Space Expo (BSX), being
organised by the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) in partnership
with ISRO, IN-SPACe and
NewSpace India Limited (NSIL),
from September 7 to 9 at the
Bangalore International Exhibition
Centre (BIEC).

Referring to the ninth US-India Civil
Space Joint Working Group recently
held in Bengaluru, the US
Ambassador said that those
discussions affirmed that our
partnership is no longer just about
cooperation; it is about co-creation.
"We are no longer just sharing data;
we are co-designing instruments, co-
funding startups, and co-authoring
the future .

Amid 'Vijay for PM' chant by
TVK, KC Venugopal says Rahul
Gandhi will lead INDIA bloc in

2029 polis
New Delhi. (Agency)

Senior Congress leader and AICC
general secretary K C Venugopal on
Sunday said Rahul Gandhi would
lead the INDIA bloc in the 2029 Lok
Sabha elections, dismissing reports
that Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) chief and Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay was being
projected as the alliance’s prime
ministerial candidate.

Venugopal was responding to
questions about reports suggesting
that the TVK had sought to project
Vijay for the prime minister’s post
ahead of the 2029 parliamentary
elections. He said the party had
made no such demand.

“Nobody should create any such
confusion. Rahul Gandhi will be the
face of the INDIA alliance,”
Venugopal said.

Asked specifically whether Gandhi
would lead the alliance in the 2029
elections, Venugopal said,
“Definitely. Rahul Gandhi is the
most prominent leader loved by the

National
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"Basement Frequently Filled With Water":
Delhi Building Collapse Survivor

Delhi building collapse survivor said that the walls had started developing cracks and that there was frequent waterlogging in the basement.

New Delhi(Agency)

A Sunday afternoon turned into a nightmare
after a building in Delhi's Satya Niketan
came crumbling down, trapping over a
dozen students. The four-storey building
collapsed like a deck of cards and turned
into rubble within seconds. An unstable
pillar coupled with water accumulation in
the basement is said to have triggered the
collapse. Butit was a tragedy in the making.
"The walls had started developing cracks.
The basement frequently filled with water,"
Ankit, one of the 12 rescued from the
rubble, told.

Ankit, a third-year student, had been living
in the area, a few meters from Delhi
University's South Campus, for over three
years. He alleged that the area, which has a
high population of college students, was
never inspected for safety reasons.

Neither any notice was served nor any
action was taken, he alleged.Talking about

Karur gang: CM Vijay's all-out attack o

the state of his PG, Hostel Daze, which couple of months ago, the owner, Hari Ram  casualties or risks faced by the tenant.
collapsed on Sunday afternoon, he alleged Bansal, began renovation work and in Renovation, Unstable Pillar, Weak
that the building had started developing August, he welcomed tenants to his newly ~Structure

cracks and that there was
frequent waterlogging in the
basement.The food and the
overall condition of the PG
were poor, he added.

Student Safety Goes For A
Toss As Owners Prioritise
Money

Limited hostel seats leave
college students with no
other option than to either
take a room in a PG or rent an
apartment. The safety
standards of these
accommodations have
always remained a concern.
The preliminary investigation has revealed
that the 50-year-old building had been
vacated nearly a year ago. It was a
dilapidated structure in a sea of hostels. A

Preliminary information accessed by has
revealed that a pillar became

] !! unstable during the repair work,

opened men's PG, 'Hostel Daze'. The repair
work, however, was not complete.

According to the rent agreement, a copy of
which has been accessed by NDTV, the PG
authorities hold no responsibility for any

DMK in Assembly, alleging corruption

Vijay accused the previous DMK government of collecting up to 10 per cent of contract values as bribes, alleging that MK Stalin, Udhayanidhi

Stalin and others were beneficiaries.

Tﬁ weakening the structure and
| causing the building to collapse.
Seven people have died in the
4! collapse, including a labourer.

il Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
on Monday said preliminary
findings indicate that water
accumulation in the basement,
coupled with repair work on the
ageing structure, led to the
collapse.

Speaking to reporters, she said, "It
is certain that there was water in
the basement, and the accumulation of
water-combined with ongoing repair work
on the old structure-caused the building to
collapse."

n After Speaker action on TMC

rebels, buzz grows on special
House session
NEW DELHI (Agency)

The delay in proroguing Parliament, 25
days after the Monsoon Session was

New Delhi .(Agency)

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Joseph Vijay on
Monday accused the DMK of collecting bribes
from government contractors in the name of
party funds, alleging that contractors were
made to pay a percentage of their contract
value in instalments, much like EMIs on a
loan.In a no-holds-barred attack in the
Assembly, Vijay cited an Enforcement
Directorate (ED) document and alleged that
contractors were made to pay up to 10 per cent
of contract values as "party funds" during the
previous DMK government. Vijay also
invoked the ED’s reference to the "Karur
gang" in connection with alleged graft in the
state-run liquor retailer Tasmac, saying that

g

even illegal activities were carried out in an
organised manner. He alleged that this
amounted to "scientific corruption” during the
DMK regime.Responding sharply to repeated
demands from the Opposition for evidence to
substantiate his corruption allegations, Vijay

said the ED document itself contained the
evidence they were seeking."The ED
document says that 7.5 per cent to 10 per cent
was collected as party funds. That is, they
demanded and collected this percentage as
part of the contract rates. It also says that the

amount was collected as a bribe in the name of
« party funds," Vijay said.

He alleged that the money was collected from
contractors executing works under the
Municipal Administration and Water Supply
(MAWS) Department."The bribes were
collected from contractors of the MAWS
Department for government works in the form
of party funds," Vijay said, reading from the
ED document.

How Congress's Punjab Assignment For

Sachin

Pilot Shapes H

Punjab, where the Bhagwant Mann-led Aam Aad

New Delhi. (Agency)

Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi.

adjourned sine die, has kept alive
speculation that the government could
reconvene the Houses by the last week of
September for another attempt to pass the
legislation on delimitation and women’s
reservation.

The speculation has gained ground after
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla granted time
till September 22 to the 20 MPs of the
Nationalist Citizens Party of India (NCPI),
following petitions filed by the Mamata-
Banerjee-led Trinamool Congress (TMC)
seeking their disqualification under the
anti-defection law.

The extension leaves open the possibility
of a decision on their status. Birla had
served the notices after the Supreme Court
on August 25 agreed to hear Abhishek
Banerjee’s plea on the disqualifications.
The 20 MPs, who broke away from the
TMC and joined the NCPI, could prove
crucial to the government’s calculations if
the constitutional amendment Bill is
brought back before the Lok Sabha.

The buzz intensified last week after
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju said in an interview that Parliament

people of India today. Everyone is
listening to Rahul Gandhi's decisions
and actions with great attention.”
He said Gandhi’s campaigns on
issues concerning students, farmers
and the youth had received
widespread attention across the
country.

“It is the fight he is leading that is
being discussed the most in India
today, whether it is for students,
farmers, or the youth. Everyone has
accepted that,” he said.

No place is safe anymore; Defence chief lists challenges of modern warfare

At Aaj Tak's Suraksha Sabha, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General NS Raja Subramani said that modern warfare can reach far beyond the front lines. He said India must build multi-domain
capacity, resilience and self-reliance to stay prepared.

Bhupesh Baghel, organisation in-charge of
Punjab until Saturday, was not only unable to
bring these leaders together, but appeared to
side with Warring. The faction opposed to
Warring continued to demand a leadership
change in Punjab. At one point, posters came
up in some parts of Punjab against Baghel too.

40 : Baghel had been appointed Punjab Congress
Aadmi Party is in power, goes to polls early in-charge in February 2025. He favoured
next year.Punjab Congress has reportedly retaining Raja Warring and opposed a
been dealing with internal differences for some  different camps onto a common platform, such  |eadership change before the elections, which
time now. Pilot's biggest challenge will, asthoseloyalto thestate unit chief, Amarinder made him a target for detractors as he failed to
therefore, be to bring leaders and workers from ~ Singh Raja Warring, and the camp of former maintain neutrality.

could convene a special session for
delimitation-related proposals.
Following this, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to convene an all-
party meeting to discuss the proposed
delimitation exercise and called for the
Lok Sabha’s existing strength to be
retained for another 25 years. The
Congress also flagged it as the reason for
the continued delay in proroguing the
Monsoon session.at was supposed to be an
organisat

Sachin Pilot has a new assignment: the
Rajasthan leader was appointed the
organisation in-charge for neighbouring
Punjab over the weekend. The 48-year-old
leader replaces Bhupesh Baghel, who has
been moved to Assam in the same position.

Punjab, where the Bhagwant Mann-led Aam

the need to move from information
superiority to decision
superiority.Battlefield transparency is also duringa conflict would be essential, he said.
increasing through space-based "Self-reliance on defence means
surveillance, unmanned sensors, open- Ty
source information and networked
intelligence. The time between
detecting a target and striking it has
shrunk from hours to minutes and
sometimes seconds.

The advantage, he said, would lie with
those who can see, understand, decide
and act first, making artificial
intelligence and robust data networks
increasingly important.
RESILIENCE AND
RELIANCE

General Subramani said India needed
greater resilience and technological self-
reliance to withstand prolonged conflicts
and continue operations despite network or
system disruptions.

New Delhi.(Agency) said, adding that the battlefield could extend
deep into the country.

The growing use of drones, missiles and
precision weapons has changed the
dynamics of attack and defence, he said.
General Subramani stressed that protecting
military and critical national infrastructure,
along with strengthening logistics and
industrial capacity, was therefore crucial.
FROM JOINTNESS TO MULTI-
DOMAIN WARFARE

General Subramani said simple
coordination between the armed forces was
no longer sufficient. Future operations will
have to integrate land, sea, air, space, cyber
and electronic warfare.He called for a shift
from a platform-centric to a capability-
centric approach, with platforms
functioning as interconnected nodes in a
"system of systems".

"Technology is merely a medium; how it is
used is more important," he said, stressing

Domestic capacity to repair and replenish
equipment and rapidly scale up supplies

Instead, technically trained personnel
would become more important, with the
focus shifting from "man versus machine"
to "empowering man with machine".
SECURITY BEYOND
BORDERS

As India moves towards
becoming a developed economy
by 2047, digital infrastructure,
energy networks, ports,
industrial clusters,
semiconductor facilities,
financial and communication
networks and space
infrastructure will increasingly
become strategic assets, the CDS
said.

"Security is no longer limited to
borders," he said, pointing to supply chains,
technology, infrastructure and information
warfare as emerging dimensions of national
security.

Chief of Defence Staftf (CDS) General NS
Raja Subramani on Monday warned that
warfare was rapidly changing, with the
battlefield expanding beyond traditional
front lines and military bases, logistics hubs
and critical infrastructure all vulnerable to
attack.

Speaking at Suraksha Sabha, a security
summit hosted by India Today's sister
channel Aaj Tak, General Subramani said
national security was no longer the sole
responsibility of the armed forces. The
government, industry, technology
community, academia and society would all
have to contribute as threats and technology
evolved, he said.

The CDS said recent conflicts had shown
that bases, force concentrations, logistics
nodes and critical infrastructure could all be
targeted. "No place is safe any more," he

SELF-

manufacturing as much equipment and
critical supply chains as possible in-house,"
he said.He also stressed that technology
would not make manpower irrelevant.
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PYJAMA needed, not
scrapping over top
GDP numbers

Consider two snapshots. Lakhs of young people
protesting at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar, hopeless and
anxious about their future. India announcing it’s
the fastest-growing economy in the world, with
record double-digit nominal GDP growth. These
events are not decades or years apart, as they may
seem—they are separated by just four weeks.

How can lakhs of Gen Z youth be out on the streets
in protest against the government when the nation
is supposedly experiencing its best economic
conditions in recent history? This, in essence, sums
up the brouhaha over the GDP figures for the latest
quarter released a few days ago.

First off, there is a lot that is wrong with India’s
economy and its GDP measurement. But the sheer
math behind the 7.8 percent real GDP growth is not
one of them, contrary to what a former government
bureaucrat has claimed.The economy is perhaps
the only thing reduced to a statistic that every
individual—rich or poor, Hindu or Muslim, rural or
urban—experiences every single day. Then, how
can millions of Indians be so disenchanted with the
economy when the measure says it is robust?

If the math behind the measure is not the problem,
then it follows that either what we measure as GDP
is wrong, or there is a disconnect between GDP and
living conditions for the average Indian, or both.
Former Chief Economic Advisor Arvind
Subramanian argues that it is the former. He has
demonstrated with reasonable evidence that ever
since the GDP estimation methodology was
changed in 2015, the correlation between
economic indicators such as electricity
consumption, taxes collected, exports, bank credit
and the GDP measure has broken down. Put simply,
accompanying indicators of a strong or weak
economy do not match up to the GDP estimate as
they did earlier.

Measuring GDPain’tenough

While this may be true, what is more worrying is
that GDP, even if measured accurately, is no longer
sacrosanct as an indicator of a society’s wellbeing.
Incomes and the prices of goods and services are
how people experience the economy every day.
Incomes are generated through jobs, and prices are
determined by demand-supply forces.India’s
economic structure is largely driven by private
enterprise, unlike China’s State-controlled
economy. So, only the private sector can generate
jobs at scale for India’s huge labour force. Then, the
surest measure of job creation in the economy is
private corporate investment. In the maze of
economic measures and statistics, this is the single
most important indicator of a sustainable and
robust Indian economy.

Only when the private sector invests does it create
jobs, which then translate into incomes for the vast
majority of people in the labour force. Private
sector investment has languished at about 10-12
percent of GDP over a decade, down from 14
percent in the decade before. Had India’s
corporates invested with the same enthusiasm as in
the previous decade, they would have put in a
whopping $700 billion more than they actually did.
When corporates are reluctant to invest, the
government can step in to do the heavy lifting for a
year or two but not for long, since government
finances are already stretched. But the private
sector has stubbornly refused to invest and expand
for a decade now.This is despite the Modi
government’s misguided attempts to woo the
private sector to invest by giving it huge tax cuts. In
September 2019, even before Covid struck, the
government slashed corporate tax rates ostensibly
to boost private sector investment. Corporate taxes
collected fell from 3.7 percent of GDP before the
cuts to 2.9 percent in the five years after.The
government lost roughly $100 billion in revenues
over five years due to the corporate tax cuts. Put in
other words, the $100 billion was an ‘unconditional
cash transfer scheme’ to the private sector.

The case for jurists as judges

Constitutional mandate for appointments should not remain unused

IN the autumn of 1947, a quiet Indian civil servant went
choosing ideas for a Constitution. BN Rau, constitutional
adviser to the Constituent Assembly, sailed to America. In
Washington, he called on Justice Felix Frankfurter, who
told him to keep “due process of law” out of the Indian
Constitution. Rau carried the warning home. Article 21
speaks instead of procedure established by law.We
remember the advice. We have forgotten what the man
himself was. Frankfurter taught at Harvard from 1914 to
1939, and had never been a judge of
anything when US President
Franklin D Roosevelt sent him to the
highest court in America. The man
India’s constitutional adviser
consulted about a Supreme Court
was a law professor.

Two years later, the Constituent
Assembly wrote him into our text
without knowing it. On May 24,
1949, HV Kamath moved an
amendment to draft Article 103, to
give the President a third door.
Ambedkar accepted it, but he was
unsure whether “distinguished” or
“eminent” was the better word, and
he left the choice to the Drafting
Committee. The Committee kept
“distinguished”. That clause is now
Article 124(3)(c). Acitizen who is, in
the President’s opinion, a
distinguished jurist may be
appointed to the Supreme Court.
However, nobody has ever been so
appointed.Justice Ujjal Bhuyan of
the Supreme Court said so recently at
the convocation of National Law
University, Delhi. He called it one of our Constitution’s
unused mandates. Either the Collegium finds our
academia too shallow, he said, or nobody has tried. He
dismissed as shallow the objection that scholars lack
practical experience.We filled the Court from two pools
instead: High Court judges by seniority, and advocates
from the Bar. That second route opened later. SM Sikri,
Advocate General of Punjab, came directly from the Bar
in February 1964. Subimal Chandra Roy followed in
1971, then Kuldip Singh, Santosh Hegde, Rohinton
Nariman, UU Lalit, L Nageswara Rao, Indu Malhotra, PS
Narasimha and KV Viswanathan. Justice V Mohana,
sworn in this June, is the eleventh. Eleven in seventy-six
years. Everyone else climbed the High Court ladder.The
ladder has always had loose rungs for the right person. TL
Venkatarama Aiyar sat on the Madras High Court for

under three years. He retired on his sixtieth birthday in
1953 and joined the Supreme Court six weeks later, as an
advocate of long standing and not a judge of five years.
VR Krishna Iyer left the Kerala High Court after three
years for the Law Commission, and reached the Supreme
Court from there in 1973. Both entered through clause
(b), as appointments of a mind rather than of a queue.
When the appointing power wanted a particular
intelligence, it found a door. It has never wanted a

professor.It came close once. In the Justice PN Bhagwati
years (Chief Justice of India in 1985-86), an American
university addressed Prof Upendra Baxi as “Judge Baxi”
in a seminar invitation. Justice Bhagwati had told them
that Baxi would be on the Court within four months.
Baxi’s verdict, decades later, was drier — Presidents had
looked for a jurist through a telescope and found none, so
jurists must not exist.Four things keep the clause asleep.
There is no nursery: Article 217 has no jurist clause, so
nobody can be tried out on a High Court first. There is no
mechanism: the Memorandum of Procedure knows only
how to find judges and advocates. There is the arithmetic:
a jurist appointed young sits long and disturbs the
succession to the office of Chief Justice. And there is our
own rulebook. We forbid our academics the courtroom,
then disqualify them for never having been in one.

Court verdicts raise serious question on coercive use of law

Age narrows the field cruelly. Judges retire at sixty-five, and
the Court in practice takes nobody under fifty-five. Let’s
discuss a few names only for illustration, and I apologise to
the many I have left out. The argument is for the search and
not for these names alone. Upendra Baxi is eighty-seven.
G Mohan Gopal and Amita Dhanda are also past the line.
We simply lost them. At the other end stand scholars still
too young. Sudhir Krishnaswamy, who wrote the standard
study of the Basic Structure Doctrine, is fifty-one. Aparna
Chandra, Anup Surendranath and
Tarunabh Khaitan, who work on the
Court, the death penalty and
discrimination law, are still younger.
Their turn may come later, if at all, in the
nextdecade.

One name sits inside the window between.
Faizan Mustafa is nearly sixty. He has
taught constitutional law for three
decades and has built three national law
universities. He would sit on the Court for
around five years. That is the answer to the
objection nobody states aloud. A jurist
appointed at sixty-two can never enter the
line for Chief Justice. A Collegium
wishing to test the clause cheaply could
begin here. In the late 1980s, the first
woman judge of the Supreme Court,
Justice Fathima Beevi, was similarly
appointed for a term of less than three
years.The case for activating the
distinguished jurist clause is not that
scholars judge better. They may or may
not. They judge differently. Frankfurter
the professor became the great preacher of
restraint. William O Douglas came from
Yale and became the least restrained judge
of his century. Lord Burrows moved from the Oxford chair
of English law to the UK’s Supreme Court in 2020, after
twenty years of part-time judging.England built a bridge
but India built a wall. Some academics were fine judges
while some were not. A directly appointed lawyer gave us
Kesavananda Bharati (1973), and judges with seniority
gave us ADM Jabalpur (1976). A court recruited from one
pool thinks in one groove. It is slower to ask where a rule
came from and whether it still deserves to stand.

Ambedkar’s only worry was the adjective. Seventy-six
years on, it has done no work at all. One appointment
would not transform the Court. It would tell our law
schools that scholarship leads somewhere. And it would
remind the Court that when Rau wanted to know how to
build a Supreme Court, he went to see a professor.

The court did not say that students are immune from criminal law. It held that bona fide participation in a
protest cannot by itself justify treating a young person as accused and putting their future at risk

Two recent judicial interventions should concern anyone
who believes that the State must be firm in dealing with
disorder but equally careful in dealing with dissent. The
Allahabad High Court’s decision to cancel the detention of
student and activist Aakriti Chaudhary under the National
Security Act raises questions about how the police built
their case. Chaudhary was accused of instigating stone-
pelting and arson during the Noida workers’ protest this
April, but the State could not immediately produce the
video it claimed established her role. The court also
pointed out several procedural lapses in the sequence of
her arrest and the manner of issuing notices. It described
the State’s version as a “concocted story” and even
ordered compensation.Similar concerns are reflected on a
wider scale in the Supreme Court’s intervention in the
cases arising from student protests during July 20-25. It
ordered the closure of FIRs connected to the protests
lodged around the country and barred fresh cases from
being opened. At the same time, it allowed proceedings

against those identified as having serious criminal
antecedents. That distinction is important. The court did
not say that students are immune from criminal law. It held
that bona fide participation in a protest cannot by itself
justify treating a young person as accused and putting their
future at risk.The police response, however, needs closer

Who'll pay for the next disaster?

examination. A protest can turn violent, and those
responsible must be investigated and prosecuted. But
being at a protest does not make a person responsible for
the violence. The police have to show what the individual
accused actually did; a mere allegation cannot stand for
proof.The Allahabad judgement also draws attention to
the way the detention was carried out. The safeguards laid
down by law cannot be treated as formalities, especially
when the State applies a law as stringent as the NSA. The
case raises a fundamental question: did the circumstances
warrant the use of a law that permits preventive
detention? The manner in which it was invoked makes
the question difficult to avoid. The larger issue is whether
the State is exercising its coercive powers with the
restraint and legal discipline that democracy requires. In
these two cases, the courts have had to insist on
proportionality, evidence and due process that should
have guided the executive response to the protests in the
first place.

«A business loses revenue. A borrower struggles to repay a loan. A state government finds additional money for relief and reconstruction.

Disaster finance cannot begin only after a disaster. States
need to know in advance which losses they can absorb,
which to insure and those that must be shared more
widely.Disasters like the one that struck Nepal expose an
important weakness in how countries like India
financially prepare for extreme events. While investments
in disaster response, mitigation and reconstruction are
essential, the financing of residual losses often remains
largely reactive. In many cases, the question of who
ultimately bears the economic cost—governments,
households, businesses or insurers—is resolved only after
the disaster has occurred. India needs to change that.

When a flood destroys a small enterprise, a heatwave
reduces a worker’s earnings or a cyclone damages public
infrastructure, the economic loss ultimately lands
somewhere. A household runs down its savings. A
business loses revenue. A borrower struggles to repay a
loan. A state government finds additional money for relief
and reconstruction.Uninsured risk is, therefore, not risk
that has disappeared. It is risk that governments,
households and businesses have retained often without
consciously deciding to do so.This matters because
India’s economic exposure is rising. Estimates suggest
that $26-29 trillion (around Rs 2,500 lakh crore) of assets
across the country are exposed to different natural
hazards. Across Asia, only about 8 percent of economic
losses from natural catastrophes in 2025 were insured.
The answer is not to insure everything. Rather, India
needs to decide systematically which risks should be
borne by whom.A useful starting point would be for every
state to prepare a disaster-risk financing strategy
alongside its disaster-management plan.States already
assess hazards and wvulnerability. They should now
estimate their potential financial exposure: what could a
severe flood cost? How much loss could existing disaster

funds absorb? At what point would reconstruction begin
crowding out other development expenditure? Which
risks are predictable enough to insure?This would create a
simple hierarchy. Frequent, smaller losses could continue
to be met through public funds and existing safety nets.
Larger but measurable shocks could be partly insured.
Truly catastrophic events could be
shared through reinsurance or other
mechanisms so that neither a single
insurer nor a state budget bears the
entire loss.The timing is particularly
relevant. The Sixteenth Finance
Commission has recommended Rs
2,04,401 crore for state disaster
response funds between 2026-27 and
2030-31, including Rs 40,880 crore for
mitigation. It has also asked the
government to examine and finalise
single-peril parametric insurance
products.

Some states have already begun
experimenting. Nagaland has
purchased multi-year parametric cover
against excess rainfall. Unlike
conventional insurance, where losses
are assessed after an event, parametric
insurance releases a predetermined
payment when an agreed threshold such
as rainfall, temperature or wind speed is breached.
Existing disaster-mitigation guidelines have also been
interpreted as permitting states to use part of these funds
towards insurance premiums.Public money should not
simply become a new source of insurance premiums.
States should first demonstrate that transferring a
particular risk is cheaner or more effective than retaining

it. Premiums should be competitively procured, and
governments should periodically evaluate whether the
cover is actually reaching the losses it was intended to
address.

The second challenge is trust.

Parametric insurance is fast precisely because it does not

determine payouts, how thresholds are validated and what
happens when data sources disagree. The India
Meteorological Department, disaster-management
authorities, insurers and state governments will need a
common protocol. Without that, scaling parametric
insurance could create distrust precisely among
households that have the least capacity to absorb a
failed payout.There is also a case for states to
cooperate rather than buy disaster cover entirely
on their own. India’s climate risks vary
enormously across its geography. A cyclone
affecting the eastern coast may have little
relationship with drought conditions in western
India or excess rainfall in the Northeast. Pooling
carefully selected, imperfectly correlated risks

measure each person’s actual loss. But this also creates the
possibility that people suffer damage while the official
trigger is not crossed. In heat-insurance experiments,
comparisons of weather datasets have shown differences
of around 3-3.5°C, enough in some places to determine
whether a payout occurs.India therefore needs a public
framework establishing which weather data can

could potentially allow states to share
administrative costs and negotiate more
efficiently with insurers and global reinsurers.
But financial protection cannot replace physical
protection. Better drainage, early-warning
systems, heat-action plans, resilient roads and
safer construction must remain the first line of
defence. Insurance should finance residual risk,
not become an excuse to tolerate avoidable
vulnerability.

That distinction is particularly important for
vulnerable households and informal workers. The
State cannot withdraw from its responsibility for
disaster relief merely because a financial product
exists.The important question before the next flood,
cyclone or heatwave is not simply how much money will
be available afterwards. It is whether governments have
decided beforehand which losses they can absorb, which
they should insure and which risks must be shared beyond
the budeet.
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How Samay Raina provoked
Anand Mahindra into starting
Global Chess League

Anand Mahindra has revealed the unusual
story behind starting the Globhal Chess
League. He has revealed how a provocation
from Samay Raina brought the league to life.

~
A\
New Delhi. (Agency)

Industrialist Anand Mahindra has revealed
how a challenge from comedian Samay
Raina eventually led to the creation of the
Global Chess League, a project he jokingly
describes as the “most expensive joke” ever
played on him.Raina had challenged
Mahindra during an online interaction in
2020 to start a global chess league. Mahindra
took him seriously, setting in motion a series
of conversations that eventually brought
FIDE president Arkady Dvorkovich and
five-time world champion Viswanathan
Anand into the project.“Usually, comedians
provoke laughter but Samay in a way
provoked a global chess league,” Business
Line reported Mahindra as saying at the
fourth season of the Global Chess League in
Bengaluru.Mahindra explained that he had
been watching Raina and chess commentator
Sagar Shah stream the 2020 Chess Olympiad
when he noticed the growing interest around
their broadcast.“l saw that in every 15
minutes the crowd of people watching grew
larger,” he recalled.

FROM A JOKE TO A GLOBAL
LEAGUE

The idea soon moved beyond a conversation
between Mahindra and Raina. FIDE
president Arkady Dvorkovich contacted
Mabhindra to find out whether he was serious
about creating a league. Mahindra was, and
discussions followed over the next few
months.Five-time world champion
Viswanathan Anand subsequently joined the
project, giving the proposed league the
backing of one of the biggest names in
chess.The Global Chess League eventually
took shape as a franchise-based team
competition, bringing some of the world's
leading players together in a format designed
to make chess more accessible to a wider
audience. Unlike traditional individual chess
tournaments, the league puts players into
teams, with franchises competing across a
season.

Dewald Brevis ties with JP
Duminy, becomes 4th-highest
six-hitter for SA in T201s

WINDHOEK. (Agency)

South African batter Dewald Brevis tied
with former batter JP Duminy to become
joint fourth-highest six-hitter for South
Africa in T20I cricket. Brevis achieved this
feat during his side's tri-nation series final
against Zimbabwe at Windhoek on Sunday.
During the clash for the trophy, he made 32
in 23 balls, with two fours and two sixes,
with a strike rate of over 129.Now Brevis

has 71 sixes in 35 T20Is, as compared to
Duminy's 71 sixes in 81 T20Is. The top
three six-hitters for South Africa in T20Is
are: David Miller (139), Quinton de Kock
(133) and Aiden Markram (83).

Brevis ended the series as 'Player of the
Series' with 226 runs in five innings at an
average of 56.50 and a strike rate of over
166, with two fifties and a best score of 75*.
He smashed 16 sixes in the series.

Now in 35 T20Is, he has 923 runs in 33
innings at an average of 30.76 at a strike
rate of 163.94, including a century and
three fifties, with best score of 125*
Coming to the match, Proteas posted 205/5
in 20 overs after opting to bat first, with
knocks from Jordan Hermann (53 in 29
balls, with eight fours and a six), Brevis and
Connor Esterhuizen (32 in 23 balls, with
three fours and two sixes) being the
standouts. During the chase, Zimbabwe
was skittled out for just 157 runs in 18
overs, with a half-century coming from
Brad Evans (56* in 31 balls, with four
boundaries and four sixes). Skipper Bjorn
Fortuin (3/24) and Duan Jansen (3/38)
were standouts with the ball.

US Open: Ben Shelton ends Tsitsipas’
resurgent run, sets up Alcaraz showdown

Ben Shelton ended Stefanos
Tsitsipas' impressive US Open
revival with a dominant straight-
sets win to reach the quarter-
finals. The American now faces
defending champion Carlos
Alcaraz, with a place in the
semi-finals and a bigger piece of
history at stake.

w —
New York. (Agency)

Ben Shelton ended Stefanos Tsitsipas'
resurgent run at the US Open on Sunday,
overpowering the Greek 6-2, 6-3, 6-4 on
Arthur Ashe Stadium to reach the quarter-
finals and keep alive American hopes of a
first men's Grand Slam champion in more
than two decades.Tsitsipas had arrived in
the fourth round having finally found his
way deep into a Grand Slam again. The 27-

Carlos Alcaraz crushes Tommy Paul, Linda
Noskova s’rorms m’ro mulden US Open quarters

Carlos Alcaraz stormed into the US Open
2026 quarterfinals with a straight-sets
win over Tommy Paul, extending his
impressive run in New York. Wimbledon
champion Linda Noskova also reached
the lust eight for the first time after
edging Marta Kostyuk in a gruelling
three-set hattle.

New Delhi . (Agency)

Carlos Alcaraz continued his dominant
march at the US Open 2026, brushing
aside American Tommy Paul 6-4, 6-3, 6-4
to reach the quarterfinals in New York.
The defending champion was tested early,
but once the Spaniard found his rhythm,
Paul struggled to keep pace with his
relentless baseline game.The second seed
had to work for the opening set as Paul
looked to use the home crowd and his

PSG go for three in a row as Champions League returns

PARIS. (Agency)

Another UEFA Champions League season
gets going this week with the beginning of
the league phase as Paris Saint-

clubs to have won the competition
three years running.

PSG successfully defended their title
last season when they beat Arsenal on
penalties in Budapest, retaining the
trophy they won for the first time in
their history 12 months earlier.Luis
Enrique's side have already secured
their status as one of the competition's
greatest teams by winning it back-to-
back, something only Real Madrid had
previously achieved since the inception of
the modern Champions League in
1992.Winning three in a row would be on
another level entirely. Real did exactly that
under Zinedine Zidane between 2016 and
2018, The only other teams to manage
such a feat are Ajax (1971-73) and Bayern

year-old, ranked 53rd in the world, had not
reached the fourth round of a major since
the French Open in 2024, but had put
together an impressive run in New York,
beating 10th seed Arthur Fils, South African
qualifier Lloyd Harris and Jiri
Lehecka.Against Lehecka, Tsitsipas
had shown the kind of fight that had
been missing from his recent Grand
Slam campaigns, recovering from a set
down to win 2-6, 6-1, 7-6(3), 6-1. He
also fired 12 aces in that victory.The
eighth seed was ruthless from the start,
blending raw power with a delicate
touch and sharp decision-making to
overwhelm Tsitsipas in an opening set
that lasted just 31 minutes.

Shelton never allowed his opponent to | -

settle into the contest, taking a two-set

lead before adding a touch of showmanship
to an already dominant performance. A
soaring overhead smash drew a roar from
the Arthur Ashe crowd before the American
raced away to complete a comfortable hold
and seal the straight-sets victory."It was a

aggressive tennis to unsettle Alcaraz. But
the Spaniard remained patient, absorbing
the American’s pace before turning
defence into attack. A crucial break late in
the set gave Alcaraz the advantage, and he
made sure Paul had little opportunity to
fight his way back.Alcaraz carried that
momentum into the second set, taking
control of rallies with his powerful
forehand and exceptional movement. Paul
was repeatedly forced into defensive
positions as the Spaniard dictated play
from the baseline. Alcaraz broke at key
moments and protected his own serve to
move within one set of another convincing

Munich (1974-76), while Madrid also won
the first five editions of the European Cup
from 1956 to 1960."Our objectives are
clear. I want to win important trophies and

there are none more important than the

Champions League," said Luis Enrique,
who also led Barcelona to glory in 2015.

The back-to-back titles for the French
giants have coincided with the
introduction of the new Champions
League format, with 36 teams in the league
phase now playing eight games against

good match from start to finish. It was my
first straightforward match this year and I'm
happy I can play this way in front of you,"
Shelton said.US OPEN: SHELTON VS
ALCARAZINQF

The 22-year-old is now one win away from
returning to the US Open semi-finals, but
standing in his way is defending champion
Carlos Alcaraz.Alcaraz has been in
sensational form in New York after
returning from an injury layoff, and Shelton
knows he will need something special to

victory.The third set followed a similar
pattern. Paul continued to compete and
refused to surrender easily, but Alcaraz
remained composed whenever the
pressure increased. The Spaniard
eventually closed out the match in straight
sets, extending his remarkable record at
Flushing Meadows.The victory was
Alcaraz’s 11th consecutive win at the US
Open, his 18th straight Grand Slam win on
hard courts and his 15th Grand Slam
quarterfinal. It was also his fifth US Open
quarterfinal.

ALCARAZKEEPS TITLE DEFENCE
ONTRACK

Alcaraz will next face either Ben Shelton
or Stefanos Tsitsipas in the quarterfinals.
Shelton, seeded eighth, and Tsitsipas were
scheduled to meet in the other fourth-
round clash, with both players looking to
earn a blockbuster meeting with the
defending champion.Alcaraz’s run is
particularly impressive given that he spent
four months away from competition
because of a wrist injury.

eight different opponents.The Parisians
struggled in the league phase in each of the
last two campaigns, finishing outside the
top eight and having to come through the
additional play-off round to make the
last 16.Tough draws were partly
responsible for that, and PSG will face
some familiar opponents this time in
Manchester City, Barcelona and Aston
Villa.With each passing year, the
prospect of a team other than one of
Europe's super clubs winning the
Champions League seems more remote.
Arsenal to take next step?

The Premier League's financial strength
means all of its representatives can be
expected to feature prominently, with
Arsenal chief among them.Over the last
three years, the Gunners have lost in the
quarter-finals, the semi-finals, and then the
final. There is therefore a logical next step
for Mikel Arteta's side.Arsenal topped the
league phase last season with a perfect
record.

stop the Spaniard.

"The level that he's playing at is really
impressive. To not play for almost five
months and do what he's doing is
superhuman and we're happy to have him
back," Shelton said."He lights up
stadiums and I think there's going to be
fireworks again on Tuesday."Shelton is
also carrying a bigger American hope
into that showdown. He is bidding to
become the first American man to win a
Grand Slam since Andy Roddick's 2003
triumph at Flushing Meadows.The
pressure of playing on Arthur Ashe
Stadium has not always been easy for
Shelton, but he felt he finally found his
rhythm against Tsitsipas.

“My team told me that if T didn't show up
fully focused they would leave," he
joked.

"When you play on this court every year, it
feels like you start over again and the nerves
hit. I finally found my groove and was in a
flow state. Playing on the greatest court in
the world is an unbelievable feeling."

After US Open fiasco,
Wimbledon likely to crackdown

on content creators

Mlaml (Agency)

Wimbledon could take a tougher stance on
influencers and content creators after a series
of disruptions at the US Open. The incidents
have raised concerns among players about the
changing atmosphere at major tennis
tournaments.The All England Club is not
expected to introduce a separate accreditation
category for influencers or content creators,
according to the Press Association.
Wimbledon is also likely to take a strict
approach to items such as ring lights and other
equipment that could interfere with matches.
WHY IS WIMBLEDON BANNING
INFLUENCERS?

The potential crackdown comes after several
incidents at this year's US Open, where players
have complained about spectators using bright
lights, talking loudly and filming content
during points.The New York Grand Slam has
made a conscious effort to bring new
audiences to tennis, including by officially
accrediting around 100 content creators
alongside traditional journalists and
broadcasters. But the experiment has also
highlighted the difficulty of balancing social
media-driven engagement with the etiquette
expected at a major tennis tournament.
USOPEN: COCO GAUFFHITS OUT
Coco Gauff, one of the biggest stars of the
women's game, has argued that certain
behaviours from influencers needs to change.
“I think it’s great to have a different
demographic to the sport,” Gauff said after her
second-round win over Paula Badosa on
September 3. “I have no problem with
influencers. I’ve met some of them and follow
some of them online.”Gauff, however, stressed
that everyone attending a tennis match needs to
understand the environment they are entering.
“Any venue you come to, you have to follow
that etiquette towards it,” she said, suggesting
that brands hosting guests at tournaments
could do more to make first-time spectators
aware of the rules.

Pakistan fans hurl sexist abuse at Kranti
Goud during IND vs PAK clash

Women's Asia Cup: A video from

the India-Pakistan clash shows
sexist remarks directed at Kranti
Goud, triggering online outrage
and renewed debate over gender-
based abuse in sport.

Dubai. (Agency)

A video from India's Women's Asia Cup
clash against Pakistan has sparked outrage
after Kranti Goud appeared to be subjected
to sexist and gender-based abuse from
spectators during the match.In the video
circulating on social media platform X,
voices can be heard making derogatory
remarks about the Indian cricketer's gender

and appearance, including
repeatedly claiming that she
was a man. The identity of the
spectators and the
circumstances surrounding the
incident could not be
independently verified.The
incident has drawn criticism
online, with users condemning
the abusive remarks directed at
Goud during one of the biggest
rivalries in women's cricket.
SEXIST ABUSE CAUGHT
ONVIDEO

The alleged heckling came
during India's dominant seven-wicket
victory over Pakistan in their Women's Asia
Cup T20 clash on Saturday.While the video
has triggered debate on social media over
the treatment of women athletes, Goud's
name and the nature of the remarks have

become a major talking point following the
match.

Gender-based abuse and comments about
the physical appearance of women athletes
have remained a recurring problem in sport,
particularly on social media and in stadiums.
The video involving Goud has once again

brought the issue into focus, with fans
calling out the remarks as
unacceptable. SPINNERS POWER
INDIA'SROUT

On the field, India produced a thoroughly
dominant performance, bowling Pakistan
out for just 55 in 18.1 overs, their lowest-
ever total in T20 internationals.

Young spinners Shree Charani and Prema
Rawat led the demolition, picking up three
wickets each. Charani returned figures of
3/7 from four overs, while leg-spinner
Prema claimed 3/9. Deepti Sharma took
2/5, while Shafali Verma also chipped in

with a wicket.Pakistan had started

confidently, reaching 27 without loss, but
collapsed dramatically after India's spinners
took control. Harmanpreet Kaur's bowlers
delivered a staggering 78 dot balls as
Pakistan lost six wickets for just nine runs to
slip from 27/0 to 36/6.
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K(Ilyani
Priyadarshany

Shoots For Pralay With Ranveer
Singh In Mumbai, Misses Onam
Celebration At Home

alayalam actress Kalyani Priyadarshan, who impressed the

audience with her performance in Lokah Chapter 1 in 2025, is

gearing up to make her Bollywood debut with the upcoming
zombie thriller Pralay. She will be seen alongside Ranveer Singh. Unlike
previous years, when the actress marked Onam with celebrations at home
and shared glimpses of the festivities, she found herself away from home
this time as she remained busy with work. Sharing pictures from her time in
Mumbai, Kalyani revealed that she missed the celebration since she’s
“fully locked in to Pralay" in Mumbai.

Kalyani took to her Instagram handle and shared glimpses of her time in
Mumbai while she shoots for her Bollywood debut. Her latest photo dump
featured everything from selfies and photoshoot moments to little glimpses
of' her new home. In one of the pictures, she appears to be picking out a wall
colour for the space. Mumbai also became the setting for her birthday

T A

celebrations in April. One picture shows her cutting into three cakes
alongside friends who seemingly share the same birthday. However, it was
another picture that caught the attention of fans. Kalyani included a sneak
peek at the script of Pralay, giving followers a glimpse of the project that

marks her entry into Bollywood.

Along with the photos, she wrote a heartfelt note that read, “Fully locked in to
Pralay in Mumbai this Onam, so no Sadhya with the fam, no pretty white
saree pics, no festive content. Here’s a dump of random things from the last
couple months instead. Hope you all had a truly happy Onam." Have a look:

Soon after she shared the post, it was flooded with sweet fan reactions. One
fan commented, “@kalyanipriyadarshan Thank youuuuuuuuuu so

break the limits in pralayy." Another fan wrote,

“(@kalyanipriyadarshan waiting eagerly for your entry in Bollywood

movies. Please make it fast." One of the comments also read, “PRALAY

SENDMY GOOD WISHES TORANVEER."

Dia Vlivzsn

muchhhhhhhh...

Off Track
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'Had To Strip Bare In Front Of 100s Of Men' For
Song Shoot: 'That Really Unshackled Me’

ctress Dia Mirza has recalled how she had to
“strip bare" in front of “hundreds of men" for the

shoot of the song Mujhe Tumse Mohabbat Hai.
She mentioned she was initially hesitant as she didn’t
feel confident in her body. However, Dia found the
experience to be quite liberating. The song was shot
with Emraan Hashmi for their 2004 film, Tumsa Nahin
Dekha.

Dia Mirza told Bollywood Bubble, “It kind of liberated

me in ways that I would have never imagined. And the
confidence with which I was able to perform the song
came from, of course, the fact that Vaibhavi Merchant
is the choreographer of the song. And everyone
working on it made me feel so safe."She added, “But it
was possibly one of the most difficult things that I’ve
ever done as a girl. Because I had to strip bare, almost
down to underwear and a bra, in front of hundreds of
men on set." The actress also opened up about why she
agreed to do it and said that she was aware of what was
needed for her character.

. Dia continued, “And it could have felt like a very... how

do I explain it? It felt, but it didn’t, because by then, by
the time we shot the song, I had become so aware of
how important itis to find an actor’s character truth and
what you are conveying through a character, that it
didn’t matter to me whether there were 500 people or
1,000 people in the room."

“And I feel like there are lots of things like that that are

connected to earlier parts of my career that have

formed the artist that I have become today. And if 'm
able to bring nuance and texture, or like a lived truth, to
a moment, it comes because of the things I have been

able to overcome within myself over this journey of 25
years. And I think it’s also a continuous process, right?
Hopefully, I will keep learning, and I will keep getting
better," she shared.Dia called the shoot a “liberating
experience". “Because there were lots of, you know,
preconceived concepts aur ideas that I shed when I
worked on that film. I was a girl who came from
Hyderabad. I came from a very conservative

T

background. And, I was very, I wasn’t so confident in
my body. That film made me really confident in my
body, because there is that one song, Mujhe Tumse
Mohabbat Hai. That really unshackled me," she
explained in the same chat.

Tumsa Nahin Dekhaa- A Love Story is directed by

Anurag Basu and produced by Mukesh Bhatt. The film
is inspired by Hollywood’s Pretty Woman, and
revolves around a rich man who falls in love with a bar
dancer, but stands to lose his inheritance if he doesn’t
marry the girl his family chose for him. It also stars
Anupam Kher and Pooja Bharti.

Amitabh Bachchan Gives Marriage

Advice; Warns Husbands, 'Galti Kardi
Toh Joota, Belan Sab Chal Padega’

egastar Amitabh Bachchan left viewers

in splits while sharing a lighthearted yet

important piece of marriage advice.The
actor, while in conversation with a contestant on
Kaun Banega Crorepati 18, commended a
contestant for remembering the exact dates of
both his first meeting and wedding anniversary.

The legendary actor further cautioned husbands
against forgetting such important milestones,
adding his trademark humour to the advice.

Addressing the husbands among the contestants
and viewers, Amitabh said, “Jitne bhi yahan pati
log hain, ek baat dhyan se sun lijiye. Jis din aapka
byah hua tha apni patni ke saath, sari duniya ko
bhool jaiye, us date ko kabhi mat bhooliyega. Yeh
bahut hi mahatvapurna tareekh hoti hai, aur
patniyan jo hain woh baar-baar poochhti rehti
hain ki ‘tumko maloom hai hamara byah kab hua
tha?” Aur kahin aapne galti kar di bhai saab, toh
joota, chhappal, belan sab chal padega."

(All the husbands out there, listen carefully. The day
you got married to your wife, forget every other
date in the world, but never forget that one. It’s a
very important date. Wives have a habit of asking
again and again, ‘Do you remember when we got
married?” And gentlemen, if you happen to get
that date wrong, be prepared for shoes, slippers,
rolling pins, everything might come flying your
way)Amitabh, who has been married to
Bollywood star Jaya Bachchan, had recently
opened up about his equation with his wife. In
another conversation, he revealed that he informs
his family in advance whenever a shoot is likely to
make him late for dinner, joking that this helps
him avoid being questioned by Jaya. He also said
that when there is no domestic help at home, he
takes care of the household chores
himself.Admitting that while cooking is not his
strength, he sometimes asks Jaya to prepare
something for him, who then gets excited and
makes different dishes for him, asking him if he
liked them. He also recently thanked Jaya on the
show for preparing mango kheer for him after he
stopped eating regular kheer.

Preity Zinta Gets Her Favourite

Kadhi Chawal In Paris While Down
. With Fever: 'Brightened My Day’

ctress Preity Zinta recently shared a

heartwarming glimpse of a kind gesture that

brought some comfort to her while she was
unwell in Paris.

Taking to Instagram, the ‘Soldier’ actress revealed that
she had been down with a fever and was not feeling
well. Her friend happened to mention her condition
to a neighbour, who went out of her way to send the
actress her favourite comfort food — Kadhi Chawal.
Sharing her gratitude, Preity gave a shout-out to what
she called the “sweetest & kindest family" living in
Paris. Preity said the thoughtful gesture not only
lifted her spirits during a difficult day but also left a
lasting impression on her.Sharing her video, the ‘Kya
Kehna’actress wrote, “A big shout out to the sweetest
& kindest family that lives in Paris. I was down with
fever & not feeling great at all. My friend mentioned
that to her neighbour & Wow! She sent me my
favourite Kadi Chawal to brighten me up This little
act of kindness & warmth not only brightened my
day but will stay with me forever."“There is a reason
we say Punjabi Hospitality is the best If you are in
Paris check out the goodies folks & thank me later
Ting."

The video shows Preity Zinta opening a box containing
aloo gobi ki sabzi, followed by a tiffin filled with her
favourite Kadhi Chawal. Reacting to the thoughtful
gesture, she said, “Oh my God, Kadhi Chawal! This
is so sweet. I loved it. When you are ill, you want only
comfort food. Thank you."

A few days ago, Preity Zinta visited the Kanapathy
Temple in Paris on the last Monday of Sawan and
shared glimpses of her spiritual outing on social
media. In a video, the ‘Mission Kashmir’ actress
documented her visit to the temple, where she was
seen offering prayers, lighting diyas and seeking
blessings. Dressed in white, the actress participated
in the temple rituals and spent some time in
prayer.“Who would have thought that I would end up
going to the most beautiful Indian temple in Paris on
the last Monday of Sawan. This last Minute plan
overwhelmed me cuz I had a feeling that [ was always
meant to come here. Wow! The divine and the
universe work in unexpected ways.My short trip to
Paris has turned out to be extremely sweet after this
visit. If you are in Paris do check out the Kanapathy
Temple folks. I’'m sure you will love it just the way [
did. Thank you my darling @shailzaswami for taking
me here & for making my trip.
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Love, not hatred
drives RSS work
Bhagwat

New Delhi, Agency:
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Sunday said
the organisation's work is
founded not on hatred but
on "pure and saintly love".
"I heard some people say
intense hatred is the basis
of our work. It is just the
reverse. 'Shuddha Sadhvik
Prem' (pure and saintly
love), that is the basis of
our work," he said while
addressing a gathering in
London.

He said the Hindu civil-
isational identity is rooted
in the belief that diversity
and unity can coexist, argu-
ing that differences among
people should be seen as
varied expressions of an
underlying oneness.

Relief in Congress as
all factions accept Pilot
as Punjab handler
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New Delhi, Agency:
Faced with turmoil over the
state leadership in Punjab,
Congress has heaved a sigh
of relief as politicians cutting
across factional lines have
welcomed Sachin Pilot's
appointment  as  party
incharge of the poll-bound
state in place of Bhupesh
Baghel.

Former Punjab chief
minister Charanjit Channi
and Lok Sabha MP
Sukhjinder Randhawa, who
lead the dissident group gun-
ning for state president
Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring, extended their best
wishes to Pilot. Warring too
has  welcomed  Pilot's
appointment.

PM Modi's remark
triggers Kharge-
Nabin exchange

New Delhi,
BJP and Congress chiefs
Sunday sparred over PM

Narendra Modi's

part's criticism was

party's negative mindset.

In a post on X in Hindi,
ji's
modus operandi is to sup-
press questions in a democ-
racy and give the opposition
a new adjective every year
so that his own failures
remain hidden! Naraaz fufa,

Kharge said, "Modi

National
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Regional Journal: Nabin's Rasputin moment

New Delhi, Agency: BJP pres-
ident Nitin Nabin this week found
himself at the centre of a contro-
versy that wasn't of his making but
that of the party's social media
team. Nabin was criticised by the
Congress and TMC after he shared
on X the video of his meeting with
the Russian envoy to India Denis
Alipov with the 1978 Boney M hit
song "Ra Ra Rasputin" filling the
background. The Opposition
called the choice of song on the
controversial and divisive figure in
Russia as comical and tasteless.

Belgian Prime Minister Bart
De Wever had planned to present
PM Narendra Modi with a choco-
late replica of the India Gate. But
the gift was not to be. It was
unable to make the journey to
Delhi and broke midway. De
Wever has, however, vowed to
have another version of the gift
delivered to his Indian counterpart

Military commanders meet at LAC in Arunachal ahead

in one piece.

Missing IAS officers in
Assembly: The absence of IAS,
IPS and other senior officers from
the officers' gallery in the
Himachal Pradesh Vidhan Sabha
on the final day of the monsoon
session left the Opposition BJP
fuming. Leader of Opposition Jai
Ram Thakur alleged that after
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu left for Delhi, none of the
senior officials deemed it neces-

sary to be present in the House.
"We will take up the issue of the
absence of senior officers, includ-
ing the Chief Secretary, DGP and
others, from the House," Speaker
Kuldeep Pathania said.

Gurdaspur civic body officials
did not think twice before dump-
ing garbage along both sides of a
road. Nothing seemed amiss until
one reached a signboard that read:
"This road has been constructed by
CM Bhagwant Mann." When
images of the scene surfaced on
social media, officials swiftly
switched to damage-control mode.
In the end, they chose to clear the
filth because, obviously, the sign-
board could not be removed.

Martyrs as 'cure' for depres-
sion: Himachal BJP MLA Satpal
Satti, while speaking in the Vidhan
Sabha, expressed surprise over the
growing incidence of depression
among the youth. Remarking that

of Chinese President Xi Jinping's visit to India

New Delhi, Agency: A week
ahead of Chinese President Xi
Jinping's expected visit to India,
senior military commanders of
India and China met along the Line
in

of Actual Control (LAC)
Arunachal Pradesh on Sunday.

The meeting was held between

Corps Commander-level officials

the 'border personnel meeting' point
at Wacha, north of Kibithu in
Anjaw district of the state, sources
have confirmed. The meeting
Corps
Commander-level interaction at the
Wacha point since it became opera-
tional in 2014. The Army's 3 Corps
Commander Lt Gen Girish Kalia
A Corps

marked the first

represented  India.
Commander is responsible for

Security forces bolster presence in

at

Upper Subhansiri

Corps.

activity in the area.

a Delhi.

designated operational area. The
Corps oversees a major portion of
the 1,140-km LAC in Arunachal
Pradesh. The development comes
just a week ahead of the BRICS
Leader's Summit, where Xi, among
other leaders like Russia's Vladimir
Putin, is scheduled to arrive in New
The meeting at the LAC

sources said the

Commander-level

along the LAC.

comes less than a month after a
misunderstanding between the
two militaries near Taksing in the
district of
Arunachal Pradesh. Taksing is
also under the command of 3
Sources said the Army
had maintained a firm stance in
responding to Chinese troop

India and China have different
perceptions of the LAC in their
territories and at times, that leads
to issues on the ground. So far,
there is no official statement by the
Ministry of Defence. However,
Corps
meeting dis-
cussed ways of maintaining peace

20-year-olds were once considered
capable of fighting a tiger, Satti
wondered why so many youth
were ending their lives. As a rem-
edy, he suggested that youngsters
be reminded that they belong to
the land of martyrs such as Bhagat
Singh, Khudiram Bose and
Mangal Pandey, who embraced
death with a smile. A doctor
quipped it may take some time
before depression and other men-
tal health issues are fully under-
stood and accorded the seriousness
they deserve.

INLD chief Abhay Singh
Chautala mocked the Haryana
Assembly's monsoon session as a
"Jeb phaado aur kohni maaro ses-
sion", saying public concerns
found little space in the proceed-
ings. He was referring to the scuf-
fle between Congress MLAs and
security personnel at the Assembly
gates. Congress leaders, including

former CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, displayed their torn pock-
ets as proof of alleged high-hand-
edness. The ruling side accused
Congress legislators of elbowing
security personnel during the con-
frontation. Three weeks after
Punjab Public Works Minister
Harbhajan Singh ETO congratu-
lated AAP leader Sarabjot Singh
Dhanjal on being appointed
Chairman of the Amritsar
Improvement Trust (AIT), the offi-
cial notification is yet to reach the
Trust.On August 18, the district
public relations office issued a
statement saying ETO had greeted
Dhanjal on his appointment.
However, with no formal orders
issued so far, incumbent chairman
Karamyjit Singh Rintu continues to
head the AIT. The unusual situa-
tion has triggered chuckles across
the city and caused embarrassment
to the ruling dispensation.

New Delhi, Agency:

opposing the appointment
Justice Ashwani
Mishra,

a late-night notification

riedly

Punjab urges President, PM to stall
new Chief Justice's swearing-in

an unprecedented confronta-
tion between the executive
and the judiciary, the Punjab
Cabinet on Sunday unani-
mously passed a resolution

Kumar
the acting Chief
Justice of the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, as the
Chief Justice. The move came
hours after the Centre issued

Saturday appointing Justice
Mishra to the post. At a hur-
convened Cabinet
meeting, the state govern-
ment appealed to President

Droupadi Murmu, Prime aqd Haryana High Court
Minister Narendra Modi and without awaiting the response
Governor Gulab Chand of the state government," a

Kataria to put the appoint-
ment and the scheduled oath-
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ment concerned before for-
warding the proposal to the
Prime Minister for advice to
the President. "However, in
complete disregard of the
MoP and established consti-
tutional norms, the Union
Government hurriedly noti-
fied the appointment of the
Chief Justice of the Punjab

on

Cabinet statement said. After

Agency:

‘naraaz
fufa' (disgruntled uncle) jibe
at opponents and critics,
with Mallikarjun Kharge
questioning the PM's use of
such labels and Nitin Nabin
responding that his counter-
yet
another confirmation of his

dimagi Naxal, urban Naxal,
Khan Market gang, andolan-
jeevi, parjeevi..." The adjec-
tives for the opposition may
keep changing, but Modi
govt's "anti-people policies"
change,
added. He asked the govt to
listen to 'Chhatron Ki Goonj'
as solutions won't come
from beating around the
bush. In response to this,
Nabin justified the PM's col-
loquial jibe saying the oppo-
sition has indeed been acting
like that one uncle in the
family who always sulks and
can never see or appreciate

do not

good things.

Kharge

areas prone to Naxal regrouping

New Delhi, Agency:
Even as key Naxal leaders
have either surrendered,
been arrested or killed,
security forces are being
deployed in areas where
there is a possibility that
surviving  underground
cadres may attempt to
revive the movement.

These so-called "liber-
ated zones", where rem-
nants of the Naxal net-
work could seek to
regroup and plan renewed
operations, are being spe-
cially identified and rein-
forced with additional per-
sonnel, sources familiar
with the matter said.
According to the sources,

such areas are being
mapped in both
Chhattisgarh and and

No political boundaries endorsed
under UN map resolut10n° MEA

New Delh, Agency: Two
days after the UN General
Assembly adopted a resolution
promoting equal-area map pro-
jections that more accurately
represent the size of continents,
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) on Sunday clarified that
the UN has not adopted or

Jharkhand, states that have

long been considered
strongholds of Left-wing
extremism.

These zones will wit-
ness the deployment of a
larger number of troops,
primarily from the CRPE,
to counter any attempt by
underground or hidden
Naxal cadres to revive
their activities.

The sources said vil-
lages in and around dis-
tricts such as Jagdalpur
Sukma in

authenticated any map depicting

political

showing erroneous

new UN-approved map.
Jaiswal said,

or names of places."

India voted in favour of the
resolution, which was passed by
164 votes to one, as countries
endorsed a decision promoting
map projections that more accu-
rately reflect the true size of con-

tinents.

Jaiswal said: "The resolution
does not constitute endorsement

boundaries. MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
responded to the matter on
Sunday as several international
media houses published a map
political
boundaries of India to depict the

"The UN reso-
lution neither adopts nor authen-
ticates any particular world map,
nor does it address political car-
tography, including international
boundaries, disputed territories

of any specific map, projection
or depiction of national bound-
aries."

"India's sovereign territory,

Chhattisgarh were among
the areas under close
watch.

Although the Centre
has declared India official-
ly Naxal-free, particularly
after the March 31, 2026
deadline set by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
for affected states to
encourage the surrender of
Maoist cadres and com-
manders, the government
continues to assess the
operational strength and
capacity of any surviving

elements to carry out
attacks in these so-called
liberated zones.

The objective is to
ensure that residual Naxal
cadres do not regroup and
re-establish  their net-
works, the sources said. In
view of this assessment,
additional deployments
have been made in vulner-
able areas, they added.
Meanwhile, between
January and July 2026, 40
Maoists were neutralised,
71 were apprehended and
336 surrendered, accord-
ing to official figures cited
by the sources.

Major surrenders dur-
ing this period were
reported from
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and
Maharashtra.

taking ceremony on hold until
"mandatory approval" from
the state was taken. Justice
Mishra is scheduled to be
sworn in by Governor Kataria
on Monday morning. Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann,
who is in Delhi, is unlikely to
attend the ceremony.

Most ministers joined the
emergency meeting through
video-conferencing. During
the meeting, the Cabinet
examined the Memorandum
of Procedure (MoP) govern-
ing the appointment and
transfer of high court judges
and chief justices.

According to the Cabinet,
Paragraph 6 of the MoP stipu-
lates that after receiving the
recommendation of the Chief
Justice of India, the Union
Law Minister would obtain
the views of the state govern-

the meeting, Mann accused
the Centre of systematically
undermining Punjab's consti-
tutional rights.

"The Centre is continu-
ously attacking the rights of
Punjab. The appointment of
the new Chief Justice has
been made without taking
consent or following the pre-
scribed  procedure,"  he
said.The Chief Minister
linked the issue to what he
described as a broader pattern
of federal overreach, alleging
that the Centre had withheld
Rs 9,000 crore in Rural
Development Fund (RDF)
dues, not released the
announced Rs 1,600 crore
flood-relief package and
amended the rules governing
the Bhakra Beas Management
Board (BBMB) to dilute
Punjab's rights over river
waters.

New

tract,
month

Personal Law Board (AIMPLB),
which has challenged UCC in the

Agency:

within a
it with the

high court.

Uttarakhand wagf board bld to ahgn nlkahnama with UCC draws opposition

Delhi,
Uttarakhand waqf board's plan to
introduce a revised marriage con-
or nikahnama,

"to align
Uniform Civil Code" has not gone
down well with All India Muslim

Ilyas said that the board opposes
any such move by state waqf board
and state govt and wants to reiter-
ate that the nikahnama should not
be revised till Uttarakhand HC
gives its judgement.

"Our view is

clear that Muslim Personal Law

(Shariat) Application Act exists
AIMPLB spokesperson SQR and is a valid Indian law.

over

New Delhi, Agency:
The Centre is in a tangle
Supreme Court's

Govt in a tangle over Supreme Court ruling on 'creamy layer'

Centre as an OBC candi-
date, Basant Singh, had
sought that the bench

&

T
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including the union territories of

Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh, must be depicted in
accordance with India's official
map. Any inaccurate or mislead-
ing depiction is unacceptable.
Our position on India's sover-
eignty and territorial integrity is
clear, consistent and non-nego-
tiable," Jaiswal said.The UN
resolution on September 4
adopted a resolution encourag-
ing the use of equal-area world
map projections. The resolution
was titled "Correct the Map:

Rebalancing Global
Cartographic Representation
and Promoting Equitable

Representation of the World's
Regions, Particularly Africa".
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landmark judgement on
"creamy layer" that paved
the way for induction in
the elite civil services of
OBC candidates who had
cleared the examinations
over past ten years but
were denied appoint-
ments. On Aug 25, govt
approached the apex court
seeking clarification on
the Rohit Nathan judge-
ment that laid down that
"salary" could not be
added to the "income" to
determine if a candidate
from a PSU background
falls in the "creamy layer"
- like it is done for OBCs
from non-PSU families.

- 4
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Govt, while seeking that
it be allowed to go ahead
with allocation of service
for Civil Services-2025
without implementing the
Nathan judgement, also
raised questions about the

SC's definition of
"creamy layer".

But barely a week ago,
Centre told Central

Administrative Tribunal

3—_-_— . —

(CAT) that it intended to
execute the SC order of
March 11. "A decision has
been made to implement
the decision in terms of
the judgement rendered
by SC in Union of India
vs Rohit Nathan," the
ASG told the principal
bench of CAT. On Aug
19, CAT was hearing a
contempt petition against

I ® @

enforce its earlier order
for his induction in civil
services. His case was
similar to those of candi-
dates in whose favour SC
delivered the Nathan
judgement.

"It is further submitted
by the learned ASG that
56 similarly placed candi-
dates are also being con-
sidered along with the
applicant,” CAT quoted
the ASG as submitting.
CAT put off the case
based on Centre's under-
taking that necessary
steps were being taken to
implement the Nathan
judgement.
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India’s Literacy Journey: From

Basic Reading to Digital Learning

ensuring that people can read and
write towards ensuring that they can
understand, apply and use knowl-
edge effectively.

One of the most important
developments in India's literacy
journey has been the expansion of
schooling. Schools have reached
communities that previously had
limited access to formal education.
Government initiatives, community
organisations and educational insti-
tutions have contributed to improv-
ing enrolment and creating greater
awareness about the importance of]
education.

However, enrolment alone cannot
guarantee meaningful literacy.

A child may attend school but still
struggle with reading comprehen-
sion or basic mathematics.

International Literacy Day

India's literacy story is
closely connected with its broader
journey of social and economic
transformation. From traditional
systems of learning to modern
schools, adult education pro-
grammes and digital classrooms,
the country has experienced enor-
mous changes in the way knowl-
edge is accessed and shared.

Literacy has long been val-
ued in Indian society, although edu-
cational opportunities have not
always been equally available to
everyone. Over time, expanding
schools and public education pro-
grammes have helped bring learn-
ing opportunities to millions of chil-
dren and adults. Yet the challenge
today is changing. The focus is
gradually moving from simply

Literacy: The Foundation on Which Strong Societies Are Built

Every year, International
Literacy Day is observed on September
8, drawing attention to one of the most
basic yet powerful abilities a person can
possess: the ability to read, write, under-
stand and communicate. Literacy is
often associated with classrooms, text-
books and examinations, but its impor-
tance extends far beyond formal educa-
tion. It influences how people earn a
livelihood, access healthcare, under-
stand their rights, participate in society
and make decisions about their families
and futures.

Literacy is, in many ways, the
foundation on which individual confi-
dence and social development are built.
A person who can read a medicine label,
understand a bank document, fill out a
government form or read a news report
is better equipped to navigate everyday
life independently. For communities,
higher literacy can create greater aware-

ness, stronger participation in civic life
and better opportunities for economic
development.

The journey towards literacy
begins in childhood, but it does not have
to end with school. In a rapidly chang-
ing world, people need opportunities to
continue learning throughout their lives.
Reading and writing remain essential,
but modern literacy also includes the
ability to understand information, evalu-
ate what one reads and apply knowledge
in practical situations.

The importance of literacy
becomes particularly visible among
communities where educational oppor-
tunities have historically been limited.
Children who grow up without access to
quality schooling can face disadvan-
tages that continue into adulthood. Lack
of literacy can restrict employment
opportunities and make people more
dependent on others for routine tasks.
Breaking this cycle requires more than
simply opening schools. It requires
quality teaching, supportive families,

accessible learning materials and an
environment in which education is val-
ued.

Literacy also plays an important
role in economic development. A liter-
ate workforce is better positioned to
learn new skills, operate modern equip-
ment, follow instructions and adapt to
changing workplaces. As industries
become increasingly dependent on tech-
nology, workers need to understand
written information, digital interfaces
and basic documentation.

Women's Literacy: The Key to

Literacy can transform an individual's life, but
its impact often extends far beyond the individ-
ual. This is particularly visible in the case of
women. When women gain access to education
and develop strong literacy skills, the benefits
can reach children, families and entire commu-
nities.

For generations, educational opportunities for
girls and women have been affected by social,
economic and geographical barriers. In many
communities, girls have faced pressure to leave
school early because of household responsibili-
ties, financial difficulties or traditional expecta-
tions. Improving women's literacy therefore
requires attention not only to education but also
to the circumstances that determine whether
girls and women can continue learning.

A literate woman is better equipped to access
information and make informed decisions.
Reading health information, understanding
school notices, using banking services or access-
ing government schemes becomes easier when
basic literacy skills are strong. These abilities
can contribute to greater independence in every-
day life.

The relationship between women's literacy and
children's education is especially significant.
Mothers often play an important role in chil-
dren's early learning. A mother who can read a
story, help with homework, understand a school
message or communicate with teachers can
become an important educational partner for her
child. This creates a positive cycle. When chil-
dren grow up in households where reading and
learning are encouraged, education can become
part of everyday family life. Books, newspapers,
schoolwork and educational conversations can
create an environment where children develop
curiosity and confidence.

Women's literacy is also closely connected with
health awareness. Families regularly encounter
written information related to nutrition, medi-
cines, hygiene, vaccinations and healthcare serv-
ices. Understanding such information can help
women make more informed choices for them-
selves and their families.

Financial awareness is another important bene-
fit. As households increasingly use banks, digi-

tal payments and formal financial services, basic
literacy becomes essential. Women who can
read financial documents, understand transac-
tion messages and maintain records may have
greater control over household finances and per-
sonal savings.

Literacy can also support women's participation
in the workforce. Modern employment often
requires workers to complete forms, read
instructions, maintain records, communicate
through written messages or use digital systems.
Basic literacy can therefore increase access to
employment and vocational training.

For women in rural areas, education can have
practical applications in agriculture and entre-
preneurship as well. Reading information about
crops, markets, weather, government pro-
grammes or business opportunities can help
women make more informed decisions. Women
involved in self-help groups and small business-
es may also benefit from stronger reading, writ-
ing and numeracy skills.

However, women's literacy cannot be reduced to
a question of individual effort. Social conditions
matter. A woman may want to study but face
responsibilities related to childcare, household
work or family income. Adult literacy pro-
grammes therefore need to be flexible and
accessible, with learning opportunities designed
around the realities of women's lives.
Community support can make a major differ-
ence. Local learning centres, women's groups,
libraries and community organisations can pro-
vide safe spaces where women feel comfortable
returning to education. Peer support can also
reduce the hesitation that some adult learners
experience after spending years away from for-
mal education.

Technology has created additional possibilities.
Smartphones can provide access to reading
materials, educational videos, language-learning
resources and online courses.

For women who cannot regularly attend tradi-
tional classes, flexible digital learning can sup-
plement community-based education. At the
same time, digital literacy is essential. Simply
owning a smartphone does not guarantee access
to meaningful opportunities.

N T T T T ® @

The meaning of literacy has
changed dramatically in the
digital age. For centuries, liter-
acy was primarily understood
as the ability to read and write.
Today, that foundation remains
essential, but people also need
to understand and navigate a
world filled with smartphones,
websites, digital payments,
social media, online education
and artificial intelligence.

This expanding defini-
tion of literacy is especially
important because everyday
activities are increasingly mov-
ing online. Booking services,
making payments, applying for
jobs, accessing government
information, attending classes
and communicating with
organisations can all require
digital skills.

Digital literacy does
not simply mean knowing how
to operate a smartphone or
computer. It involves under-
standing how digital informa-
tion works and being able to
use technology safely and
effectively. A digitally literate
person should be able to search
for information, evaluate
whether it is trustworthy, pro-
tect personal data and use
online services responsibly.

The need for these
skills is becoming increasingly
visible among students. Young
people may spend considerable
time online, but familiarity
with social media does not
automatically mean strong dig-
ital literacy. Students need to
understand how to research

information, identify unreli-
able sources, avoid plagiarism
and distinguish between fact
and opinion.

The same applies to
adults. Workers increasingly
interact with digital systems at
their workplaces. Job applica-
tions, attendance systems,
training programmes and
workplace =~ communication
may all involve technology.
Digital skills can therefore
influence employability and
career development.

For small business
owners and entrepreneurs, dig-
ital literacy can open new
opportunities. Online market-
places, digital payments, social
media marketing and commu-
nication tools can help busi-
nesses reach customers beyond
their immediate neighbour-
hoods. But users also need
awareness of online fraud, mis-
leading advertisements and
data security. Digital literacy is
particularly important in the
financial sector. As digital pay-
ments become more common,
people need to wunderstand
transaction confirmations,
passwords, security warnings
and fraudulent messages.
Knowing how to use technolo-
gy safely can be as important
as knowing how to use it. The

spread of misinformation
makes information literacy
equally important. Social

media can allow information to
travel rapidly, but speed does
not guarantee accuracy. People
may encounter edited images,

misleading headlines, fabricat-
ed claims or manipulated
videos. The ability to pause,
question and verify informa-
tion has therefore become a
vital modern skill.

Schools can play an
important role in developing
these abilities. Students should
not only learn how to use
devices but also how to think
critically about the information
they encounter. Digital educa-
tion should combine technical
skills with responsible and
thoughtful use of technology.

Teachers themselves
need support and training
because technology changes
quickly. Educational institu-
tions must continually adapt to
new tools and methods. The
goal should not be to replace
teachers with technology but to
use technology as a tool that
strengthens learning.

Digital literacy is also
important for older adults. As
banking, communication and
public services increasingly
adopt digital systems, senior
citizens can sometimes feel
excluded if they do not have
the necessary skills.
Community centres, libraries
and family members can help
older learners gain confidence
with smartphones and online
services. Accessibility is anoth-
er major concern. Digital tools
should be designed so that peo-
ple with different abilities can
use them. Language accessibil-
ity also matters in a multilin-
gual country like India.




