DELHI | RANCHI

www.theresearchers.us I www.epaper.theresearchers.asia X @TheResearcherss a facebook.com/newsthe.researchers 1

Split identity of the Bar Council of India

PAGE 12

Ganesh Chaturthi & Hartalika Teej

PAGE 03

Xi present, says weaponisation ofPM Modi

Air Surcharges if applicable

Delivery Charges applicable PRICE -Rs 3 /-

critical minerals hurdle to growth

Delhil Monday | September 14,2026 | Page 12 | Daily | Volume - 01, Issue - 18

The Research

RNI Regn No. DLMUL/26/A6883

esearchers.asia@gmail.com

CrS

NEWS BOX

1 Dead, Over 30 Missing
After Ferry Sinks Off
Vanuatu Coast

Sydney.(Agency)

At least one person was confirmed dead and more
than 30 were missing on Sunday after a ferry sank
off Vanuatu's coast, Prime Minister Jotham Napat's
office said in a statement.Search and rescue
operations were continuing in the Pacific Island
nation located about 1,750 km (1,090 miles) east of
Australia after the MV Matui went down with
dozens of crew and passengers on board, the
statement posted on Facebook said.

Fifteen of those have been accounted for alive, it
added.Search efforts had been underway since the
inter-island ferry sank in bad weather on Friday
between the islands of Ambae and Santo, according
to New Zealand public broadcaster RNZ.

Napat's office said the search "in open waters is
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being eased off whilst efforts move toward a search
along the south-east coast, where currents may have
carried survivors".This loss appears to be the result
of strong winds and marine warnings not being
heeded, and possibly of negligence including
overloading of the vessel," the statement said.

"To the survivors, w pray for your strength and
recovery. To the families of those missing and those
we have lost, please know that the nation stands with
you in this time of grief," it added.Vanuatu police,
the Vanuatu Maritime Safety Authority and the
ferry's operator, Tui Shipping Agency, did not
immediately respond to requests for comment.

"Pause Al": US Senator To
Trump, Xi As Anthropic,
OpenAl CEOs Pitch
Slowdown

CORON, Philippines.(Agency)

US Senator Bernie Sanders on Sunday said Dario
Amodei ,Sam Altman and Elon Musk's call to slow
down on Al development was a "start", and urged
US President Donald Trump and Chinese President
Xi Jinping to negotiate a treaty to pause artificial
intelligence at an upcoming summit.

The independent leader's remarks come a day after
three tech pioneers - Anthropic CEO Daario
Amodei, OpenAl CEO Sam Altman and xAI CEO
Elon Musk - agreed upon a rare call to "slow down"
on Al development."Dario Amodei, Elon Musk and
Sam Altman now agree that we must slow down the
development of Al and "pace the frontier." That's a
start, but it's not enough," Sanders said in a post on
X.The call for slowing down Al development
started after Amodei wrote about the risks of Al in a
blog and pitched to "pace the frontier".Musk and
Altman agreed to his views in separate posts on X.
Taking note of their agreement, Sanders, who
himself has introduced a bill to prohibit
superintelligent Al, said, "When you are racing
towards a cliff, you don't just ease up on the gas
pedal. You hit the brakes."He once again called for a
pause on advanced Al development citing the
"future of humanity is at stake"."An Al mind
smarter than any human and capable of operating
independently beyond our control," he wrote.The
Senator further urged Trump and Xi to negotiate a
treaty on the same line at an upcoming Al
Summit."At their upcoming Al summit, Trump and
Xi must negotiate a treaty to pause Al and ban
superintelligence before it is too late," Sanders
asserted.

Anthropic CEQ Dario Amodei says Al industry needs
to give safety measures time to catch up

NEWYORK.(Agency)

The CEO of Anthropic said Saturday the
artificial-intelligence industry should
slow its fast-moving development to give
safety measures time to catch up. Without
such a slowdown, Dario Amodei warned
that within six to 12 months Al could be
capable of leading a swarm of agents that
could take over the entire internet.

The warning comes as worries about Al
grow inside and outside the industry and
reports continue to emerge about
increasingly powerful systems that solve
problems beyond human capacity but
could also go rogue and carry out other,
more harmful tasks. The worries have
grown so loud that the CEO of OpenAl,
the company behind ChatGPT, said in an
interview with Fortune that his company
would wait until next year to start selling
its stock to investors on Wall Street as it

focuses on safety.

Amodei is one of the leading voices in Al,
and he offered a plan in a post on his
website to increase checks on the
industry. He said Anthropic is already
undertaking one part of it on its own,
while the others would require
coordination across the broad industry
and with governments around the world,
including authoritarian ones."l believe
that if slowing down bought us even an
extra year or two before models reach
critical levels of capability, and we used
that time to advance alignment, we could
greatly reduce the risk that something
goes seriously wrong," Amodei
said.Pressure builds on the Al
industryWatchdogs have been urging the
Al industry for years to slow its
development for safety reasons. But
pressure has built as industry workers
resign and accuse their companies of not

know who work on safety research at Al
companies want to do what is right for the
world," a former Anthropic employee, Joe

Benton, said in a posting Friday
announcing his resignation from a job as
part of a safety team. "But they feel their
companies are trapped in a race to build
superintelligence: either they stop and
other, less conscientious people take their

participating in enormous harm
themselves."That followed a high-profile
resignation earlier in the week by Jacob
Coxon, who said that both Anthropic and
OpenAl "are racing straight to self-
improving superintelligence and
gambling with our lives."That lit a fire
under the industry after concerns had
grown for years about a possible
superintelligence that could escape the
control of humanity, said Anthony
Aguirre, president and CEO of the Future
of Life Institute, which called for a six-
month pause for the industry's
development in 2023.“They've kind of
realized, their employees have realized,
everyone has realized that they're building
Skynet," he said. "And in winning the race
to Skynet, nobody wins. Really, nobody."

“It's pretty much become clear to the
world and even the Al companies that
they're not really prepared to control the

acting responsibly."Many of the people I

place;

Second Anthropicinsider raises alarm over Al
race to superintelligence and risks to humanity

world .(Agency)

One person died and 103 others were
rescued after an Indonesian ferry
carrying 243 passengers and crew ran
into bad weather while sailing from
Java to Borneo, rescue officials said
on Sunday.The passenger and cargo
ship, Virgo Transport 8, departed
from Surabaya in East Java on
Saturday and was travelling north
towards Banjarmasin when it lost
contact with its shipping company
early on Sunday.Search and rescue
operations were launched after the
vessel’s last known position was
detected in the Java Sea, about 150
km (90 miles) from Banjarmasin.
The navy, police and the shipping
company joined the operation.

“We have carried out efforts to search
for victims to the fullest extent,” local

search and rescue chief I Putu
Sudayana told reporters in
Banjarmasin. He said 103 passengers
had been successfully evacuated, but

one of those rescued later died.“We
have received the report regarding
the loss of contact with the Virgo
Transport 8 vessel and have
immediately deployed personnel,”
Sudayana said, adding that
authorities were coordinating with all
relevant agencies to ensure the safety
of those on board.Marine accidents

are common in Indonesia, an
archipelago of more than 17,000
islands that relies heavily on ferries
and other boats for transport and
tourism. Poor safety standards and
unpredictable weather are frequently
blamed for such incidents.In recent
months, several other ferry accidents
have highlighted the risks. Last
month, a ferry fire in the Lombok
Strait off Bali killed one person, left
five missing and resulted in 211
people being rescued.

In July, a ferry carrying more than 70
people sank near Selayar, a small
island south of Sulawesi.

Earlier, a speedboat carrying eight
people, including five journalists
covering a volcanic eruption, went
missing near Mount Anak Krakatau
in Banten province. Search
operations were continuing.

One dead, three injured after merchant ship
struck in Strait of Hormuz amid Iran-US tensions

«Several explosions were
reported overnight
around Qeshm, the
largest island in the
Hormuz strait.

TEHRAN.(Agency)

A ship was struck in the Strait of
Hormuz on Sunday, killing one
person and injuring three, local
Iranian authorities said, as Tehran and
Washington clash over the strategic
waterway."A merchant vessel was
struck around 5:00 am (0130 GMT)
this morning off the coasts of
Hengam and Qeshm islands. One
person was killed and three others
were injured," Qeshm city governor
Amir Teymouri said, according to
state TV, without specifying the
origin of the strike.Several

Chile arrests 284 in protests
condemning Pinochet dictatorship

explosions were reported overnight
around Qeshm, the largest island in
the Hormuz strait.The deadly
incident comes a day before a
meeting between Iran and Gulf states
in Oman, which also borders the

strait, over the blockaded route
crucial for global oil and gas
trade.Control over the strait has
become a major flashpoint in the
conflict between Iran and the United
States in their six-month war.In
retaliation for attacks by the United

States and Israel that started the war
on February 28, Iran has blocked the
waterway, a passage that was
previously free and unobstructed
before the conflict began.Iran now
requires vessels to obtain
authorisation to pass through the
strait, citing security and sovereignty
concerns, and is considering a
mechanism to impose service
fees.Vessels that fail to comply are
frequently targeted by Iranian strikes,
while the United .

or, they continue,

and risk Alsystemsthey'reracing to create."

Houthis say hit Saudi
base after renewed
fighting with Yemeni
govt forces

YEMEN .(Agency)

Houthi fighters on Sunday said they used drones and
missiles to attack a military base in southern Saudi
Arabia as renewed fighting with Yemen's government
forces forced growing numbers of civilians to flee.
The attack at the southern Sharurah base targeted
"weapons depots and command and control centres
that are managing the aggression against our nation
and people", Houthi military spokesman Yahya Saree
wrote on X.The date of the operation was not
specified. Clashes have increased this week between
the Iran-allied Houthis and Yemeni government
forces, which are backed by Riyadh.

On Saturday, the government forces said they had
struck Houthi fighters in the Red Sea city of Mocha,
and later attacked other Houthi positions in the
southwestern part of the country.

"Air Force of the Armed Forces targeted positions and
barracks of the terrorist Houthi group with three
airstrikes" in the Taiz region, the Yemeni military said
Sunday in a post on X.US news site Axios also
reported that Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman twice called US President Donald Trump to
request strikes on the Houthis last week, but that the
request was rejected. The ongoing clashes follow a
week-long Houthi offensive that culminated in the
group capturing the remainder of Yemen's Red Sea
coast and several strategic islands, cementing their
hold on the Bab al-Mandab Strait at the sea's southern
entrance.The waterway has become an important
artery for Saudi Arabian oil exports after Iran largely
cut off shipments through the Gulf with its blockade
on the Strait of Hormuz at the start of the Middle East
war.The Houthis have recently declared their own
maritime blockade of Riyadh's Red Sea ports.

The government news agency Saba reported on
Saturday that Yemeni "forces destroyed vehicles and
weapons and killed members of the Houthi terrorist
militia" near the port of Mocha, and quoted a
spokesman for the forces as saying they had also
struck Houthi targets just outside the city.

The Houthis, meanwhile, said on Saturday evening
that over the past 48 hours, "Saudi enemy aircraft
conducted 129 airstrikes" on areas under their
control.

Before 9/11, Osama bin Laden eyed India

for terror attacks, CIA documents show

CHILE.(Agency)

More than 280 people were arrested in Chile
during demonstrations commemorating
victims of Augusto Pinochet's military
dictatorship, the government said Saturday.
This year was the first since the end of

Pinochet's brutal 1973-1990 rule that Chile
did not hold any official events marking the
era that left deep scars on the South
American nation."l cannot erase history, nor
can I ask our compatriots to accept that we
are condemned by our history to be unable
to look toward our nation's future," said
President Jose Antonio Kast, the first far-

right head of state in Chile since Pinochet's
exit, who took office in March.Under

CHANDIGARH.(Agency)

Pinochet more than 3,200 people were
killed or disappeared, while tens of
thousands of others were tortured or
imprisoned.Demonstrations take place
annually to mark the September 11, 1973

Al-Qaida founder Osama bin Laden was
considering carrying out attacks in India
years before the September 11, 2001, terror
attacks in the US, according to a declassified

intended date or details of an operational
plan. The source of the intelligence has also
been redacted.It also said Osama bin Laden
could call on a network of individuals and
allied groups in at least 60 countries to carry
out attacks.

coup d'etat led by Pinochet against the
government of soThis week's protests
saw demonstrators throw sticks and
stones at riot police, who responded with
tear gas and water cannons.

Authorities arrested 284 people on
Thursday and Friday, Public Security
Minister Martin Arrau said on X, noting
it was an 80 percent increase from the
previous year.Those arrested included
16 foreign nationals and 31 minors,
Arrau said.

CIA intelligence brief from 1998. The
revelation is part of a major release of

declassified CIA presidential briefing 4§
material marking the 25th anniversary of M

the September 11, 2001 attacks.The CIA
has released more than 100 pages of
material across dozens of intelligence briefs
prepared for former US Presidents Bill
Clinton and George W Bush.A presidential
daily brief dated August 28, 1998, titled
'Bin Laden terrorist network still a threat',
listed India among several countries where

There were 198 "incidents of violence" but
no civilian injuries, he added.

The biggest demonstration took place at
Santiago's General Cemetery, home to the
Allende family mausoleum, with leftist
former president Gabriel Boric joining the
rally.cialist president Salvador Allende.

Osama bin Laden
attacks.
attacks in Egypt, the Arabian Peninsula,
especially Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen,
India,
Nigeria,” the brief said.The document does
not identify any specific target in India, an

intended to conduct
“Bin Laden intends to conduct

Pakistan, Uganda, and possibly

@ & @ D

Osama bin Laden was looking at options for
further attacks against the US and UK, the
brief said, although he had not indicated
precise targets or timing. The assessment also
noted that US officials had assisted in the
arrest of Osama bin Laden operatives
preparing attacks in Tirana and possibly

Baku.Osama bin Laden's established
infrastructure in North America, Europe and
East Asia also lent credibility to reports that
he could target US interests in those regions,
the CIA said.The CIA brief said that Osama
bin Laden and other terrorist leaders based in

Afghanistan had survived US missile
strikes and that their communications
network remained intact. Training had
resumed at some camps, while other
camps were being moved.The brief
came shortly after the US launched
missile strikes against suspected al-
Qaida targets in Afghanistan and
Sudan in August 1998, following the
bombings of two US embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania.

NEARLY 3,000 KILLED IN 9/11

ATTACKS

Three years after the CIA documents
surfaced, on September 11, 2001, 19 al-
Qaida operatives hijacked four passenger
planes in the US.Two planes crashed into the
World Trade Center's Twin Towers in New
York, bringing down both skyscrapers.
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Relying on rescued student to build case against PG
operators in Delhi's Satyaniketan: Police

'Tenant told PG would be extended to hasement und threutened w1th expulsmn if he objected’

Delhi. (Agency)

One of the students injured in the five-storey PG
building collapse in South West Delhi’s Satya
Niketan is a key witnesses the Delhi Police is relying
on to frame charges against the property’s operators,
The Indian Express has learnt. Nitish Chib (19) was a
tenant at the PG, which was run from building 14 by
‘Hostel Days’, operated by Sudhanshu Lovneesh and
Subham Tyagi. Both were arrested after the collapse
on Sunday claimed seven lives. When the structure
came crashing down on Sunday, killing seven people
— including five of Chib’s fellow tenants — he was
among those rescued. Chib, who is from Raipur
village in Jammu’s Satwari area, was living in room
202. In his statement to the police, he said
construction work in the basement had been going on
for 10-12 days. He and other students had
complained to Lovneesh and Tyagi about the noise

‘Worms in idli, insects in chhole’:
Hostel students protest at Jamia

Delhi. (Agency)

“Ye kaanch ke tukde sabzi me nikal rhe hain... ye kayi
baar hua hai mere saath... kisi aur ko bhi ye mila hai?
(Pieces of glass have been found in vegetable curry. This
has happened multiple times. Has anyone else found this
too?).” A student of Jamia Millia Islamia’s Jammu and
Kashmir Girls’ Hostel shared this message with her
hostel mates last November after allegedly finding a
glass shard in her curry. As it turned out, this was not the
last time the hostel students raised concerns over food
quality. On Wednesday, insects allegedly found in the
chole during lunch was a fresh trigger. The students
began a protest on Thursday, demanding action against
the mess contractor. Even as the demonstration was
paused the next day following a written assurance from
the wvarsity, students resumed the stir within hours,
claiming the issues persisted. On Saturday night,
students finally said they have called off the protest
following a key meeting and fresh assurances.
‘Long-standing isssue’

According to the students’ claims, worms in idli and
rice, insects in dal and chhole, undercooked rice, raw
chicken, and even glass shards in sabzi have been a
recurring issue at the hostel for years. For nearly 700
students dependent on the J&K Girls’ Hostel mess at
JMI, such incidents have allegedly become common
since the Covid-19 pandemic. Students said several of
them had fallen sick after eating the food. Tasleem
Fathima, a fifth-year law student and member of the
hostel mess committee, said, “Before Covid too, the
quality was very bad. Roti is sometimes very hard, rice
is uncooked.” After Wednesday’s incident, in a formal
representation, the students’ demands to the varsity
included immediate termination of the mess contractor,
a written assurance that protesters would not face
disciplinary action, and deployment of women staff in
the hostel mess. They also sought the resignation of the
Provost, Warden, and Caretaker.

Former Air India pilot found dead at
Delhi luxury hotel

Delhi. (Agency)

A former Air India pilot was found dead inside his
hotel room in South Delhi’s Vasant Kunj on Friday,
said police. A probe has been launched to ascertain the
circumstances of the death while the autopsy report is
awaited to establish the cause of the death, officers
added. Identified as Captain Sunny Asladekar, he had
checked in into The Grand on September 10. He was in
the Capital for a Boeing 787 conversion training, said
officers. On Friday, when the pilot’s brother allegedly
rang him, no one answered the phone. His brother then

alerted the management at the hotel, said police. The
manager went to the room and found the door locked
from inside. The room was opened with the help of a
master key and the pilot was found lying unresponsive
inside, said officers. According to police, a PCR call
regarding the ill health of a guest at the hotel was
received at the Vasant Kunj North police station on
September 11. A team reached the site and he was
immediately taken to a hospital, where doctors
declared him brought dead. The Crime Team was
subsequently called to the spot. Police inspected the
room and initiated an enquiry into the circumstances
of the death. The Crime Team was also called to
examine the scene and collect any evidence that could
assist the investigation. A post-mortem examination
was conducted at Safdarjung Hospital on September
12. Police said the exact cause of death would be
established after the final medical report is received.
Meanwhile, inquest proceedings under Section 194 of
the BNSS are being conducted. Investigators are
examining the circumstances leading to the death and
verifying other relevant facts. Police said further
enquiry is underway and necessary legal proceedings
are being carried out.
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and the cutting of iron rods on the ground !

floor, court documents showed. “Chib said
both Sudhanshu and Shubham allegedly
told him that the PG would be extended to
the basement and allegedly threatened to |
expel him from the PG if he objected,” the
source added. Sources further said that the
police will use Chib’s statement, among .
other evidence like the lease papers of the
property, to prove that Hostel Days was not . .
merely a operator watching the construction .;{c;,
from the sidelines, but was actively
promoting it, and threatening anyone who ™
warned the operators about it. Earlier,

police sources had said a plumber warned Lovneesh
hours before the collapse that the building’s wall
could give way because of the construction. While
Lovneesh was arrested on Wednesday, Tyagi reached
the police station and surrendered on Friday. He was

Delhi L-G approves health scheme

produced in court and sent to two-day police custody.
Though Tyagi had earlier reportedly claimed that he
only contributed financially to the PG operation,
police have allegedly found that the building was
leased to both him and Lovneesh last year. While the
upper ground and first floors were leased to

for construction workers

Delhi. (Agency)

Lieutenant-Governor Taranjit Singh
Sandhu approved the Delhi Building
Workers Health Scheme for
registered building and
other construction workers
and their eligible
dependent family
members, a statement
issued on Saturday said.
The scheme was earlier
approved by CM Rekha
Gupta and the Delhi
Cabinet.According to the
statement, “Under the
scheme, every registered
construction worker and
their eligible spouse will
receive an annual health check-up,
along with cashless outpatient
consultation, diagnostics, medicines
and inpatient treatment through a

treatment,

Three held for Anti-BRICS graffiti in

network of empanelled hospitals
functioning at CGHS rates.”

The scheme will cover emergency
occupational diseases,
chronic illnesses, specialised care,

maternal healthcare and
rehabilitation, with treatment
available up to Rs 2 lakh per
beneficiary annually, subject to an

year, it said.

nearest

such treatment,”

in 2002,

, A
construction workers

construction employers.

New Delhi; SFJ link suspected

Delhi. (Agency)

in connection with graffiti
carrying anti-BRICS messages
that appeared in the capital
during the ongoing summit,
which is being attended by
several foreign dignitaries.
Police said the banned outfit
Sikh for Justice (SFJ) was
allegedly behind the incident
The three suspects—Preetpal,
Harminder Singh and
Sheeshpal—were arrested from
Faridkot in Punjab. According
to police, the accused allegedly
painted objectionable slogans
on walls near the Singhu border on
September 6. The Special Cell
subsequently registered a case and
launched an investigation.

A senior police officer said Preetpal,

foreign-based handler and designated
terrorist Gurpatwant Singh Pannun.
Investigators claimed he received
foreign funding and was involved in

< earlier

station.
Interrogated

3 arrested from Faridkot
CCTV
footage helped trace the accused All 3
are being questioned by Special Cell

over anti-BRICS graffiti

andIB

overall family limit of Rs 10 lakh a

“In the event of a worksite accident
or medical emergency, beneficiaries
may also avail treatment at the
non-
empanelled hospital,
which will be deemed
provisionally
empanelled for the
' limited duration of

statement read.Set up
the Delhi
Building and Other
Construction Workers
Welfare Board is an
_ autonomous statutory

body that registers
and
administers welfare schemes for
them from the cess collected from

managing SFJ-related activities in
suspected to be the mastermind, was India. Police said the suspects were
Delhi Police has arrested three people allegedly in direct contact with traced after CCTV footage from the
Singhu border was
examined. The vehicle
allegedly used during the
2 graffiti incident has also
been recovered. Pannun,
who heads the banned pro-
Khalistan group SFJ, had
claimed
| responsibility for the
| graffiti in a post on X. The
® three accused are being
questioned at Alipur police

Lovneesh, the second and third floors were
leased to Tyagi. Besides Lovneesh and Tyagi,
building owner Hariram, his wife Urmila, their
son Mahesh and labour contractor Saroj were
arrested earlier this week.

According to the police, the owner had
permission to construct only the first and second
floors of the building, but three additional floors
were later added. The ongoing basement
construction, which the owner allegedly said
was undertaken to address seepage, further
weakened the structure. Lovneesh and Tyagi
were in charge of installing the 16-bed facility
with amenities, looking after maintenance, and
overseeing the repair and construction work needed
at the decades-old building. They ran similar units in
other parts of the area too. Lovneesh was the main
person prospective tenants met when they came
looking for rooms, police have said.

‘Optics Of Xi Visiting India
Very Important': EX-Envoy On
BRICS Bilateral

Delhi. (Agency)

The fact that Chinese President Xi Jinping
visited India after seven years and took partin a
bilateral meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is "very important optics", said
former envoy to China Gautam Bambawale on
Saturday, adding that the engagement will
guide the two sides at official and ministerial
levels on how to move ahead in mending ties.

"The description of a fair, reasonable, and
mutually acceptable resolution of the
boundary -- these are all words which have
been used in the past. So in a sense, they lay the
basic groundwork. But I think there will be
some sort of guidance given by the two leaders,
which is not out in the media, in the statements

the

7
made by the two sides, which we will probably
see working out in the next few weeks and
probably months," he told Managing Editor
Shiv Aroor.

The two leaders met on the sidelines of the
BRICS summit. After their bilateral
engagement, PM Modi stressed that "peace
and tranquillity" in border areas are essential
for both nations' relations. The former
ambassador to China said the meeting could
pave the way for a strong outcome in the
future. "So even if there are no great outcomes
or takeaways right away, I think they will be
followed up; this meeting will be followed up
by further discussions among officials,
perhaps at the ministerial level, which will
then yield outcomes in the India-China
relationship," he said. The development,
however, showed that ties between India and
China are improving, he inferred. "The India-
China relationship is on the mend; it is being
repaired, but that is going to be a long process,
and we will all have to be very patient on both
sides to see it regain the kind of momentum it
had in 2019 before it came to a stop due to the

Chinese military moves in eastern Ladakh and
in Galwan," he added.

From CP to Akshardham, delegates, kin venture out to explore Delhi

At Connaught Place, delegates, spouses and family members dropped into popular bakeries and coffee shops, shopped and also posed for

photographs with employees, said New Delhi Traders Association president Atul Bhargava.

Delhi. (Agency)

From the summit halls to temple
premises, coffee shops and markets,
visiting delegates and their families on
Saturday got a taste of Delhi beyond the
formal BRICS schedule. In the
afternoon, Belarus Foreign Affairs
Minister Maxim Ryzhenkov and his
delegation stepped out for a visit to the
Akshardham temple. He arrived around
4 pm and spent about an hour-and-a-half
there, leaving around 5.30 pm. Security
arrangements were put in place for the
visit. The diplomatic crowd also made
its way to some of the Capital’s shopping
and cultural destinations. Delegates
from both Brazil and Russia visited the
Khan Market. “Some of the delegates
from Brazil visited Khan Market
yesterday. Today, again we were able to
host a few delegates from Russia,” said
Sanjeev Mehra, president of the Khan
Market Traders Association. But the
security cordon meant traders had little

Bhargava.

extended

opportunity to interact with the visitors,
he added. At Connaught Place,
delegates, spouses and family members
dropped into popular bakeries and
coffee shops, shopped and also posed for
photographs with employees,

said New Delhi
Association president Atul

“We have had foreign *
delegates, their spouses and |

Connaught Place today. They
have been moving around
freely and doing some __&
shopping and enjoying some gl
good food at Starbucks and
Wenger’s,” he added.

Some visitors also spent time
sitting on benches and in the
open spaces around Connaught Place,
said Bhargava. However, despite the
crowd, traders said the overall footfall
remained low as several roads remained
blocked as part of the summit’s security

Traders

families at

Iranian President,
Pradhanmantri

arrangements. Moreover, the spouses
and families of visiting leaders visited
some of Delhi’s cultural attractions.
Louise Araneta-Marcos,
Philippine President Ferdinand R

Marcos Jr; Zahra Pezeshkian, daughter
of Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
and Hassan Majidi, son-in-law of the

visited the
Sangrahalaya.
According to a statement issued by the

e & & & — & B I

Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya, the
visitors undertook a curated walk
through blocks 1 and 2 and visited the
Anubhuti section of the museum.
Further, union Minister Annapurna Devi
hosted Louise Araneta-
Marcos for a luncheon
meeting.

During the meeting, Devi said
she shared Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of
women-led development and
India’s commitment to
empowering women as
leaders and equal partners in
shaping a prosperous future.
Devi has also hosted family
members of heads of state at
the Crafts Bazaar at Bharat
Mandapam. With the spouses’
and families’ itinerary kept flexible,
more Delhi landmarks, including the
National Gallery of Modern Art, could
find their way onto the list on Sunday,
the final day of the summit.

spouse of
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Ex-Schoolmate Meets PM, Seeks
Central Agency Probe Into Land
Dispute Case

New Delhi (Agency)

An 81-year-old resident of Mira Road
has approached Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, seeking intervention
in a decades-old land dispute in
Bhayander East in Mumbai. Asgarali
Vohra met the Prime Minister on
September 8 and requested a Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) probe
into the matter. Vohra and PM Modi
were reportedly schoolmates at BN
School 1n Vadnagar, Gujarat. During
his meeting with the Prime Minister,
Vohra sought his intervention, stating

that he has been pursuing the land
dispute through various government
agencies and the police for several
years.According to Vohra, the dispute
concerns around 2,810 square metres
of land at Navghar in Bhayander East.
He said he had purchased the property
through a registered agreement in
1989. The 81-year-old has alleged that
the property was subsequently
encroached upon in 2011. He has
named Swayam Builders and Seven
Eleven Constructions in his
allegations. Vohra has also alleged that
documents connected to the property
were forged and that the original owner
was not kept informed about the
developments.

Rahul, Priyanka Gandhi meet
Malaysian PM Anwar Ibrahim over

breakfast
New Delhi. (Agency)

Leader of opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday met
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim over breakfast on the
sidelines of the 18th BRICS Summit
in New Delhi. Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra was
also present at the meeting. Pictures
shared by the Congress showed Rahul
Gandhi and Anwar Ibrahim engaged
in conversation over breakfast, with
the two also seen shaking hands and
exchanging smiles.
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Ibrahim later described Rahul Gandhi
as his "good friend" in a post on X,
saying the meeting provided an
opportunity to exchange views on
developments around the world and in
the region."Had the opportunity once
again to meet my good friend, who is
also the Leader of the Opposition in
the Indian Parliament, Rahul Gandhi,
this morning over breakfast. This
brief meeting provided space for us to
exchange views on the latest
international and regional
developments," the Malaysian prime
minister said.

China dominates the global supply

National

chains of critical minerals and rare

earths. Thus, PM Modi's pointed

remarks, made in the presence of Xi

Jinping, are being seen as a

message to China.

advisory council headed

crore this year.

o
While Xi Jinping's
visit to India for the
BRICS Summit was
short, it nonetheless

provided several
moments of

camaraderie between
the Chinese President
and PM Modi. It
comes amid improving
India-China ties that
had come under strain
due to horder

disputes.

CPM claims ED has long targeted Pinarayi
Vjjayan in money laundering case

M V Govindan said the ED's move against Pinarayi Vijayan in the CMRL case would be opposed. The
row has sharpened a fresh political flashpoint for the CPI(M) in Kerala.

Vijay gov
spending plan amid debt concerns

Chennai.(Agency)
The Vijay government has announced spending
commitments of Rs 79,219.06 crore in its
maiden budget and in the debates on demands

for grants in the Tamil Nadu Assembly. The
package brings together large
infrastructure and power projects, welfare
measures and farm relief, even as
opposition parties have warned that the
scale of spending could worsen the state’s
debt and deficit position. The government
has, however, said it remains committed to
fiscal prudence and has set up an economic

Ahluwalia to create an additional Rs 15,000

Finance Secretary MA Siddique said Tamil
Nadu’s finances remain in a difficult position
but are showing signs of recovery, while the
government has argued that much of the capital
spending will be spread over several years

Is it okay? PM pauses BRICS speech to check on Xi Jinping in viral moment

New Delhi (Agency)
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Xi present, PM Modi says weaponisation of

critical minerals hurdle to growth

emphasised inclusivity in the adoption of

Putting inclusivity at the centre of his
closing remarks at the BRICS Summit,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday
cautioned against the "weaponisation" of
technology and critical minerals, saying
/ such measures could create "hurdles" to
common growth. The pointed
remarks, made in the presence of
Chinese President Xi Jinping,

rather than creating an immediate strain on the
exchequer. During the 28-day budget session,
which ended on September 8, the government
made 17 major announcements under Rule 110

by Montek Singh

crorc¢ power

Newdelhi (Agency)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
briefly broke from his opening
remarks at the BRICS Summit after
noticing that Chinese President Xi
Jinping seemingly appeared
uncomfortable. The Prime Minister
paused and turned toward Xi, who
made his first visit to India in seven
years, after a commotion caught his
attention. "Is it okay?" PM Modi
asked the translator accompanying
the Chinese President. He repeated
the question moments later. It was,
however, not immediately clear what
had caused Xi's apparent discomfort.
It could have been some issue with the
mic or translation of his speech. After
a few seconds, Xinodded in response,

t announces |iXWANMAE] crore

across departments. These included a Rs 33,066

technology," PM Modi said at the BRICS
session on 'Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustainability'.
PM'S MESSAGE TO CHINA?

Last year, China tightened export controls
onrare earths and other materials critical for
advanced tech manufacturing amid a trade
war with the US. It has, however, eased
some of those restrictions. China processes
around 90% of the world's rare carths,
which go into everything from solar panels
to smartphones. For India, the supply of
critical minerals is key as it seeks to expand
its manufacturing and clean-energy sectors.
Against this backdrop, PM Modi said the
BRICS logistics supply chain cooperation
framework would help make "our supply
chains more reliable and resilient".

are being seen as a message to
Beijing, which dominates the
global supply chains of
ritical minerals and rare
earths.
"The weaponisation of
technology and critical
minerals can hinder our

Therefore, we have At the outset, PM Modi underlined that, as
BRICS chair, India's efforts focused on four
pillars - resilience, innovation, cooperation,
and sustainability. "With your cooperation
and support, we have been able to transform
our shared vision into a win-win
~ collaboration," PM Modi said. Perhaps the

key highlight of his address was his pitch for

inclusivity as he rooted for more voice for

—

shared progress. '"WIN-WIN COLLLABORATION’

the Global South - a geopolitical term used
to refer to developing or less-developed
nations. "We have sought to promote
inclusive global growth through BRICS.
We believe that the solutions developed
within BRICS should not benefit BRICS
countries alone. They should be made
accessible to the needs of the Global South,"
PM Modi said. The Prime Minister asserted
that the "confidence" of Global South
countries in BRICS has grown because
"their voices are heard, their experiences are
respected, and solutions are created not just
for them, but together with them". "We
(BRICS) may be rooted in different
realities, but together we rise through
cooperation and blossom for humanity,"
PM Modi said.

— MESSAGE OF COOPERATION
He then went on to highlight several
initiatives agreed upon by the BRICS
members - outlining the message of
cooperation amid a fractured world. The big
win, PM Modi said, was consensus on the
BRICS Early Warning System for
prevention and response to infectious
diseases. "Under innovation, the BRICS
Incubator Network will connect our
startups and incubators.

The Vijay government has unveiled a Bs
infrastructure, power, welfare and farm
relief in Tamil Nadu. The scale of the

outlay has sharpened scrutiny of debt,
deficits and the state's fiscal room.
+
infrastructure scheme, the Rs 20,800 crore
Thoothukudi Supercritical Thermal Power
Plant, aRs 11,000 crore infrastructure and roads
push, Rs 1,850 crore for urban road repairs and
junction modernisation, Rs
1,200 crore for a new Assembly-
cum-Secretariat complex,
annual schemes including free
electricity to people at Rs 10,000
crore, and cooperative crop loan
relief expansion of Rs 953.06
crore. The package also includes
plans for a world-class Olympic
City and a dedicated MotorSports
City capable of hosting
international racing events such as
Formula 1. The article said the
eventual cumulative amount could
be higher, though the government
has not officially outlined that so far.

sector and transmission

PM MODI-XI JINPING BOMHOMIE ON SHOW
While it might be a small incident, it was a telling moment of
bonhomie between the two leaders. It appeared to reflect PM Modi's
personal concern for the Chinese President at a time when both
nations are looking to reset ties and move on from border disputes.

following which PM Modi resumed The brief incident occurred between
his speech. The moment was captured the 4.40 and 5.11-minute mark of PM
in footage shared by Doordarshan. Modi's opening remarks.

Hyderabad(Agency).

'Tresign as CM': CJP's Abhijeet
Dipke mocks MP govt after

'Balaghat’ heckling
NEW DELHI (Agency).

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) founder
Abhijeet Dipke on Saturday mocked the
Mohan Yadav-led Madhya Pradesh
government and announced his
resignation as the state's chief minister.
The sarcastic announcement came after
Dipke was allegedly heckled by a group of
people during his visit to Balaghat district,
where more than 30 tribal children have
reportedly died from infectious diseases.
In a post on X, Dipke wrote: "I hereby

resign as the chief minister of MP with
immediate effect. I thank Hon’ble PM
@narendramodi ji for giving me the
opportunity to serve the people of MP, an
opportunity in which 1 have clearly
failed."

—abhijeet_dipke (@abhijeet_dipke)
Dipke also shared a purported resignation
letter addressed to the Madhya Pradesh
governor, in which he took responsibility
for the deaths of the tribal children and
criticised the state government's response
to the tragedy."My conscience does not
allow me to continue occupying this chair
after the deaths of more than 30 Tribal
children in Balaghat. As Chief Minister, |
accept responsibility for failing to provide
them with the timely medical care and
support they needed," the letter said.
Dipke further questioned the
compensation announced for the victims
and alleged that the government had
initially offered a lower amount before
increasing it following protests by the
tribal community.

Talasani plays CM, Manik Rao Speaker as BRS
stages mock Assembly in Hyderabad

Barred Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) legislators staged a mock Assembly at Telangana

Bhavan and replayed House proceedings. The protest was meant to press issues the party said
were being denied a hearing in the Assembly.
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party and the LDF had no doubts about the

CPI(M) Kerala state secretary MV Govindan
on Sunday alleged that the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had been targeting the Left
party and veteran leader Pinarayi Vijayan for
a long time, and said any such move would be
strongly opposed. He was speaking on the

sidelines of the party's
state committee meeting.

Govindan said the recent developments were
part of a plan by the ED to target former CM
Vijayan. He was referring to the agency's
recent letter to the state police chief seeking

three-day extended

intentions behind the ED's move, and claimed
that central agencies had been targeting
Opposition leaders across the country. Asked
whether the meeting would adopt any resolution
on the issue, Govindan said the possibility would
be examined. The extended state committee
meeting has been called to discuss ways to
overcome the setbacks suffered by the Left party
after its defeat in the Assembly election this year.
Earlier this week, Vijayan had accused the ED of
targeting him in its money laundering probe into
the CMRL bribery case by now levelling
corruption allegations against him. The ED has

et

registration of an FIR under the
Prevention of Corruption Act against
Vijayan, his daughter Veena T and her
husband P A Mohamed Riyas in
connection with the alleged CMRL
bribery case. The CPI(M) leader said the
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sent a letter to DGP Ravada A Chandrasekhar
seeking registration of an FIR against Vijayan,
Veena, son-in-law Riyas and some others, based
on "evidence" gathered during its probe and
searches conducted under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act.

With its legislators barred from the Telangana Assembly for the remainder of the Monsoon
Session, the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) on Saturday took its political battle outside the
House by staging a mock Assembly at Telangana Bhavan. The symbolic session on
September 12 was organised days after BRS MLAs were suspended following repeated
disruptions in the Assembly. The party said the
mock proceedings were aimed at raising issues
; that it alleged were being denied a hearing inside
the House.
TALASANI PLAYS CM, MANIK RAO
TAKES SPEAKER’S CHAIR
The BRS recreated the Assembly proceedings at
Telangana Bhavan, with Zaheerabad MLA Manik
# Rao occupying the Speaker’s chair and former
minister Talasani Srinivas Yadav taking on the role

of Chief Minister. BRS working president K.T. Rama Rao, former minister T. Harish Rao and
other party legislators participated in the proceedings. They used the platform to attack the
Revanth Reddy-led Congress government over governance issues, election promises and
various policies. The mock session also featured political satire, with Talasani taking digs at
the Congress government while playing the role of Chief Minister. He made sarcastic
references to the recent removal of Konda Surekha from the Telangana Cabinet.
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Editorial

DELHI | 14 September 2026

A BRICS wall of plurilateral
alternatives

If BRICS chair India’s aim is to hold a ‘successful’
18th summit in New Delhi, it can be said with near
certainty almost on the eve of the conclave that it
will indeed be a success. The key to defining this
outcome, however, is that success in this context is
a relative term. For India, if the summit passes
without discord—as did the 2023 G20 summit in
New Delhi—it will be deemed a success.
Plurilateral summits hosted by India are only
partially aimed at their member countries or the rest
of the world. Indian foreign policy is now equally
aimed at convincing the domestic Indian
population that India is a heavy-lifter on the global
stage. This was evident during the 18th G20
summit, when all of India was energised and
contributed to it in some way as if it was an
occasion of historic significance.

Since then, Brazil and South Africa have hosted
G20 summits without any such fanfare. The 21st
G20 summit later this year in Miami will be no
different except for US President Donald Trump’s
tantrums in its run-up and possibly at the event
itself.For one of the BRIC—without °S’
then—founding members, China, a successful
summit is one where its laser-sharp focus is on
promoting its national interests. For China, which
will host the organisation’s next summit in 2027,
the greater good of BRICS is secondary to its use
for China’s own good. If it can move the plurilateral
group even a little bit towards acting as a hedge
against the US, it will consider the conclave a
success.

China will measure the New Delhi summit’s
success—from its point of view—if its 400-
member delegation accompanying President Xi
Jinping can convince India to abolish or reduce the
high tariff on Made in China electric vehicles.
China produces over two-thirds of the world’s EVs.
During the deliberations in New Delhi, China and
Russia—another founding member—will push
towards creating BRICS credit rating agencies to
catalyse the process of attracting foreign direct
investments into BRICS countries. As a past victim
of the whims of Western credit rating agencies like
Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s and Fitch, India ought
to be sympathetic to this idea. But these credit-
raters have powerful lobbies in many BRICS
governments. So, if China and Russia do not get
their way this weekend in New Delhi, they will try
their utmost during next year’s Chinese presidency
to achieve this objective.It will be the same with the
US-controlled SWIFT (Society for Worldwide
Interbank Financial Telecommunication), the
backbone of cross-border money transactions.
Russia has immensely suffered because Western
sanctions have cut off its banks from SWIFT
transactions. So has Iran because of unilateral US
sanctions. An alternative to SWIFT may not
emerge at the New Delhi summit, but in-depth
discussions and a determined push towards it may
see its birth under Chinese chairship.

Realities, not ideology, will determine the
emergence of financial multipolarity, which is the
desire not only of many BRICS countries, but also
of the Global South as a whole. They feel excluded
from decision-making in the post-Second World
War financial architecture, of which the Bretton
Woods institutions are emblematic. The Shanghai-
headquartered New Development Bank (NDB),
popularly known as BRICS Bank, is not anywhere
close to replacing the World Bank or the
International Monetary Fund. But in its short 11-
year existence, the NDB has funded the equivalent
of almost $43 billion on 139 projects, most of
which Bretton Woods institutions would not have
looked at. NDB projects have a high level of social
development content.It is significant that nearly a
quarter of all NDB funding has been in local
currencies. Sixty-five percent of intra-BRICS trade
is now in local currencies. Add to this China’s
decision to drop the US dollar for Iranian oil
purchases in favour of the renminbi and that 45
percent of Saudi oil is now sold to China in
renminbi.

The order cited no statutory provision. Section 48B of

Alin sports video 2Al in sports video 2
Nor is the episode entirely isolated. The BCI’s three-

Split identity of the Bar Council of India

The Bar Council of India overreached when it tried to bar NALSAR graduates from being empanelled as lawyers. A body of elected practitioners carries
no pedagogic mandate. But the BCI's own confession of unchecked mushrooming of substandard institutions of legal education needs to be addressed

On the morning of August 13, the Bar Council of India

(BCI) issued a six-page order directing every state bar
council (SBC) to refuse enrolment to the entire 2026
graduating class of NALSAR University of Law,
Hyderabad. The provocation was an email in which
outgoing students had asked their vice-chancellor to
reconsider inviting the Chief Justice of India to their
convocation. By evening, the order was initially watered
down and then withdrawn. In a single day, the BCI
asserted a power to jeopardise the futures of an entire
graduating class, and then withdrew the order as though
nothing had happened.The rule of law is the first
condition of a civil society, and the legal profession holds
a special responsibility to defend it. It is therefore
troubling when its statutory authority exercises
power without observing the disciplines expected of
a regulator. A regulator's stock-in-trade is natural
justice. It hears affected persons, gives reasons for its
decisions and does not practise collective
punishment. If, by the BCI's own admission, the vast
majority of the students were innocent, was the order
designed to punish the innocent?

the Advocates Act, 1961, which enables the BCI to
issue directions to SBCs, is tied to its general
supervision of their functions. Section 24 requires an
SBC to enrol applicants who satisfy the prescribed
conditions, while Section 24A specifies the statutory
grounds of disqualification. Petitioning a V-C
appears nowhere among them.The direction
therefore purported to require SBCs to withhold
enrolment on a ground not found in the statute. It was
issued as an interim order without notice or hearing
to persons who were not before the BCI. Its
withdrawal did not answer the question of power: it
conceded innocence, not want of jurisdiction.

year moratorium on new law colleges, notified last
year, was withdrawn within seven months after the
Supreme Court began asking questions. In Gaurav Kumar
(2024), the Supreme Court found bar councils charging

September 3 decision confirms the lack of jurisdiction of
BCI to punish law students.

Earlier, in March 2025, dismissing the BCI's challenge

concerning two convicts attending law classes online, the
court observed that “the BCI has no business to go into
this legal education part”, that the field belongs to jurists
and academicians, and to have “some mercy on legal
education”.

A body of elected practitioners carries no pedagogic

mandate. BCI’s 2025 moratorium rules confess to the
unchecked mushrooming of substandard institutions
across about 2,000 centres of legal education. If decades
of inspections, approvals and standards have coincided

with proliferation, the answer cannot be more of the same.
The national law universities, meanwhile, flourished
precisely where the BCI's pedagogical hand was lightest.

enrolment fees as high as "42,100 against the statutory No other civilised world has a precedent for this degree of

ceiling of "750; and a year later, the court was still
threatening contempt proceedings. A regulator that must
be litigated into complying with its own statute is hardly
well placed to lecture universities on standards.Why is
the BCI in the classroom at all? The Advocates Act links
its role in legal education to qualifications required for
enrolment. Section 7 speaks of standards set in
consultation with the universities, so that a degree may
qualify its holder for enrolment. But a licence to keep the
gate is not a title to the house. The Supreme Court's

micro-control. England's solicitors' regulator permits
candidates with a degree in any discipline to enter the
profession through a single qualifying examination,
followed by supervised work experience. The closest
comparator, the American Bar Association's accreditation
monopoly, was academic-run, unlike the BCI, and the
Texas and Florida Supreme Courts ended it this January.

The BCI has supplied the datum itself. Its leadership

lamented in 2023 that fewer than 20 percent of NLU
students opted for litigation. The question is why. Most

A little silence, please: Authorities must act as noise taking lives

junior advocates struggle to earn a subsistence income.
The Madras High Court had to direct advocates on the
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry rolls to pay their juniors a
minimum stipend of “15,000-20,000 a month. A first-year
associate at leading firms can now earn a package of
around 25 lakh a year. Our best students have read the
signal clearly: many choose corporate practice or
postgraduate study abroad instead. A student who petitions
her V-C to reconsider a convocation invitation is doing
what the profession exists to do. The order seeking the
complete list of signatories and threatening their
professional entry turns enrolment into an instrument of
coercion. A regulator that teaches its entrants that dissent
may cost them their careers sends
the wrong lesson about the rule of
law.  The deeper problem is
institutional. The Advocates Act
was a product of its time, drafted
for a self-governing guild before
India learnt to build regulators.
Six decades of experience have
settled what responsible
regulation needs: defined
mandate, separation of functions,
procedural fairness, reasoned and
appealable decisions, and
meaningful accountability. The
BCI’s present structure has none
of them. Not one seat on it is
earmarked for an academic, nor
does it have any interface with the
society. It is time to bring the
BCI's role and powers within a
clearer institutional framework.
Let it keep the gate—one credible
examination, competently
administered, along with
enrolment, professional standards
and discipline, but exercise them
within clearly defined statutory
powers, through fair procedures and reasoned decisions,
and effective accountability. Let everything
upstream—curriculum, degrees, doctorates and internal
academic discipline—return to the universities, with an
independent academic council providing oversight of
legal education. The NALSAR episode shows how far the
BClhasyetto travel. Regulation is not the mere exercise of
power; it is the disciplined exercise of power in pursuit ofa
legitimate public purpose. That is the reform the statute
needs. In its absence, the market will impose a cruder one:
the best graduates will increasingly choose careers outside
litigation, and the profession will lose precisely the

entrants it most needs.

Loud noise particularly affects expectant mothers, young children and the elderly. The authorities must stop merely paying lip service to a
growing public health hazard and strictly enforce rules governing both the decibel levels and permitted hours of noise

What could be more shockingly symptomatic of India’s

noise pollution epidemic than a violent mob silencing a
musician who protested loudness? The death of
Chongtham Vikram Singh, a Manipuri musician in Delhi,
at the hands of a mob that included an adolescent boy is
the latest extreme manifestation of a growing disregard
for the health and peace of others among Indians who
equate celebration with loud noise. The disturbing irony
in Singh’s case was compounded by the silence of his
neighbours as he was chased and beaten near his
apartment.The 47-year-old musician’s death was not an
isolated incident. Loud music has become de rigueur at
private functions and communal festivals, while
complaints against it are increasingly provoking violent
reactions. Last week, 45-year-old Satish Sharma
succumbed to injuries sustained after he was pushed down
a staircase following his complaint about loud music from
a neighbour’s house in Noida. Pune-based civic activist
Vidyanand Bapat was assaulted on camera after
complaining about loud DJ music during Ganesh

Chaturthi celebrations. Several instances of mob violence
were also reported during recent Kanwariya yatras against
those protesting ear-splitting music played on stacked
sound systems.Yet India has long recognised noise
pollution as a public health hazard. Ambient noise was
officially recognised as a pollutant in 2006 and, in 2011,
the Central Pollution Control Board announced a National

The quest for self-reliance in defence

Ambient Noise Monitoring Network. However, a
study published in Nature earlier this year found
that Indian cities are growing harmfully louder,
including around hospitals, schools and
residential areas. The World Health Organization
has warned that prolonged exposure to excessive
noise can contribute to cardiovascular disease,
sleep disruption, cognitive fatigue, and poorer
work and school performance. The warnings,
evidently, have fallen on deaf ears.The official
apathy is appalling. This March, the government
informed the Lok Sabha that it had not conducted
any study to measure the health impact of car
honking and loudspeaker noise, despite its own
department recommending such research. Loud noise
particularly affects expectant mothers, young children
and the elderly. The authorities must stop merely paying
lip service to a growing public health hazard and strictly
enforce rules governing both the decibel levels and
permitted hours of noise.

There is import dependence because too many plans, goals and targets have come unstuck

SCOTT Bessent, the US Treasury Secretary, laid out three maxims in a recent
speech: “The nation that cannot produce what it needs is not truly secure. The
nation that depends on its adversaries for critical inputs is not truly sovereign.
And the nation that reduces its economics to consumption is not truly
prosperous.”Bessent’s context is a world that his country, more than any
other, has worked to create — in which, as Thucydides wrote, the strong do
what they can, and the weak suffer what they must. Where alliances can be
disregarded, friendships become irrelevant and markets subject to
unexpected disruptions.The phrase that characterises this new world is
weaponised interdependence. Such weaponisation comes more easily to
those in control of the main nodes of the global economy, giving them
coercive power. One could even think of panopticon situations (the usual
example being a single guard in a circular prison who can watch all the
inmates). Think of the SWIFT interbank communication system. Equally,
they could offer choke points for coercive use. Choke points can also be
points of vulnerability — think submarine cables which, if cut, could cripple
an adversary for a while.For a middle power like India, such a world is more
complex and offers many new challenges, and only imperfect answers or
solutions. In the spirit of atmanirbharta, can India hope to ensure its security
and sovereignty by producing all that it needs — as Bessent asked? Think of
the major weapons platforms and technologies that are currently imported.
Or not rely on others for critical inputs — something that even the major
powers don’t attempt? Most obviously, what price strategic autonomy when
90 per cent of the country’s oil and half'its gas needs are imported? And what
price sovereignty in the face of penal tariffs and arbitrary trade sanctions?

It is obvious that the goals in such a world have to be not just economic
efficiency and competitiveness but also finding ways to minimise
vulnerability — without paying too great a price through higher costs that
localisation often imposes. Hence the current attempts at domestic chip
manufacture and the setting up of data centres. Yet interdependence is written
into the scenario and must be dealt with.The asymmetric conflicts in Ukraine
and Iran pose their own urgent questions for the economy. Hundreds of
missiles and drones (offensive and defensive) have been fired in a day, for
days on end, in both theatres. Can India hope to develop such a supply
capability, given its limited manufacturing base, or (as a more sensible

alternative) turn civilian industrial units to military use in short order? And
how well is the country positioned in the context of wars that will henceforth
be fought in the cyber-physical world?

Sensible policies can always provide answers. India could become an electro-
state, for instance, by copying China’s example to reduce oil dependence and
multiply storage capacity in order to insulate against supply shocks. China
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can store more than four months’ oil requirements, whereas India’s strategic
reserves are for barely 10 days. When availability can trump price in a critical
agricultural input like fertiliser, sensible policy can serve to boost the
domestic production of an item that does not after all involve rocket science.

India has always been wary of international dependencies. Especially in
defence, space and atomic energy, it has sought from the beginning to build
national capabilities and be self-reliant. There are some impressive success

stories to show for this in the defence arena: the nuclear-powered submarines,
for instance (though Russian help has been critical). And the multi-pronged
missile programme. A layered air defence system that showed its mettle
during Operation Sindoor. Mobile howitzers for the artillery have been
developed by the Armaments R&D Establishment in partnership with
Kalyani and Tata. Some aspects of electronic warfare capability constitute
another success story.The risk is that overreach can result in failure, or
unaffordable delays (which, in defence, is the same thing). Overreach
explains why many attempts at self-reliance in defence have failed, such
that the country is the world’s second largest importer of armaments
(after Ukraine). Major weapons platforms that the country needs are still
being imported — those on the current list being Rafales, submarines
and long-endurance drones. And imported weapons tend to be far more
expensive than indigenous substitutes, when these are
developed.Moreover, the world sends periodic reminders about supply
vulnerabilities. The gas turbine engines that have powered the Navy’s
main fighting ships have traditionally come from Ukraine, now
consumed by war; fortunately, Bharat Heavy Electricals has been
producing gas turbines for the frontline warships. But the supply of the
S-400 air defence systems has been interrupted by Russian
preoccupations. And Hindustan Aeronautics Limited can’t turn out the
180 Tejas fighters that the Air Force desperately needs because (among
other things) the engines have to come from General Electric, which has
delayed production because (again, inter alia) a South Korean supplier
of components has gone out of business.Ambition is as ambition does.
The import dependence is because too many plans, goals and targets
<« have come unstuck. The dependence on General Electric engines for

Tejas is because the domestically developed Kaveri engine didn’t
measure up. The Army’s demanding specifications for an infantry rifle (such
as interchangeable barrels that use bullets with different sizes!) proved too
complicated to deliver, resulting in large-scale imports.The NavIC
(Navigation with Indian Constellation) satellite-based system that was to be a
regional substitute for the US GPS (Global Positioning System) is non-
functional because of a shortage of operational satellites and the failure of an
atomic clock.
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Alexander Zverev
favourite, but Ben
Shelton has American
dream firmly in sight

ha

New Delhi. (Agency)

Alexander Zverev will walk into the US
Open final as the firm favourite, but Ben
Shelton has something far more powerful
than rankings and head-to-head numbers on
his side: belief. The top-seeded German has
already made 2026 the best season of his
career. His French Open triumph in June
delivered his first Grand Slam title, and he
followed it by reaching the Wimbledon final.
Now, after returning to the US Open
championship match for the second time,
Zverev has the chance to make an already
remarkable year even better by adding
another Grand Slam trophy to his
collection.Standing in his way is a 23-year-
old American who has spent the past
fortnight turning confidence into conviction.
Shelton enters Sunday's final after beating
Frances Tiafoe 4-6, 6-3, 6-3, 7-5 in an
emotionally charged all-American semi-
final. The victory made him the first Black
American man to reach the US Open men's
singles final since Arthur Ashe in 1972. He is
also the first American man to reach the US
Open final since Andy Roddick in 2003.
ZVEREYV TURNS SHAKY START INTO
TITLE CHARGE

It is easy to forget just how close Zverev
came to an early exit.The German needed
five sets to get past Lorenzo Sonego in the
opening round and was again pushed the
distance by Quentin Halys in the second.
After two matches, the world No. 2 had
already spent a huge amount of time on court
and appeared vulnerable.Since then,
however, Zverev has looked like a different
player.He has not dropped a set in his last
four matches, beating opponents with
increasing authority before defeating Karen
Khachanov 6-3, 7-6(7), 7-6(6) in the semi-
final. His ability to stay composed in the two
deciding-set tie-breaks underlined the
maturity that has developed in his game this
season.

Elena Rybakina crushes
Aryna Sabalenka's 3-peat
dream, clinches maiden US
Open crown

New Delhi. (Agency)

Elena Rybakina has dethroned Aryna
Sabalenka to become the new US Open
champion, crushing the Belarusian’s bid
for a historic three-peat at Flushing
Meadows. In front of a packed house on
Saturday, Rybakina produced a composed
display to beat Sabalenka 6-4, 5-7, 6-2 in
two hours and 21 minutes.Rybakina, the
queen of aces, fittingly sealed her triumph
with her signature weapon. She fired an ace
on championship point before erupting in
celebration, completing a stunning victory
and claiming her maiden US Open
crown.The scenes on court could not have
been more contrasting. While Rybakina
soaked in the glory of her landmark
triumph, Sabalenka was left to deal with the
heartbreak, eventually venting her
frustration by destroying her racket.

US Open 2026 women's singles semifinals
HighlightsSabalenka had been chasing
history, looking to become only the third
woman in the Open Era to win the US Open
three years in a row. But Rybakina once
again proved to be her nemesis.The
Kazakh had already beaten Sabalenka at
the WTA Finals last year and the Australian
Open this year before taking the world
No.l ranking from her. Now, she has
denied Sabalenka a historic three-peat and
claimed her third Grand Slam
title.Rybakina has now won two Grand
Slam titles in 2026 and three of the four
majors in her career, with only Roland
Garros missing from her collection.
RYBAKINA DICTATES TERMS IN
OPENING SET

Rybakina dictated the terms for much of the
opening set, using her powerful serve and
clean ball-striking to keep Sabalenka under
constant pressure in the US Open final.

Sports
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Kylian Mbappe opens up on viral dlc’ru’ror
memes, calls them "politically unaware’

Elena Rybakina has emerged as
Aryna Sabalenka's biggest nemesis,
repeatedly hurting the Belarusian in
high-stakes matches and twice
defeating her in Grand Slam finals in
2026. The US Open defeat ended
Sabalenka's run of winning a major
every year since 2022.

New York. (Agency)

For years, Aryna Sabalenka’s biggest battle
at the summit of women’s tennis was with
Iga Swiatek. The Belarusian and the Pole
pushed each other for the No.l ranking,
Grand Slam titles and supremacy at the top
of the game.But while Swiatek’s
dominance has dipped, another player has
steadily emerged as a far more troublesome
opponent for Sabalenka.

Elena Rybakina.

The Kazakh has gone from being one of
Sabalenka’s elite rivals to becoming her

Virat Kohli tattoos: How India's cricket
stars turn ink into identity

Virat Kohli may be the star man of
Indian cricket, but he also stands at the
forefront of the tattoo revolution started

by cricketers. In a search for the
meaning behind Kohli's tattoos, it
became apparent what the ink really
means to the stars.

Chennai . (Agency)

One of the first things that comes to mind
when you think of Virat Kohli is his
strokeplay. Then comes the aggression,
the animated celebrations and that almost
infectious passion for the game.The runs
and records followed soon enough. Kohli
became the poster boy of Indian cricket,
and for a generation growing up watching
him, being like Kohli was the dream.Many
tried to copy his shots in the nets. Some
borrowed his aggression and celebrations.

most damaging nemesis, particularly when
the biggest prizes are on the line.
Rybakina’s latest blow came at the 2026 US
Open, where she defeated the defending
champion 4-6, 7-5, 2-6 to win her maiden
title in New York.For Sabalenka, the defeat
completed a remarkable transformation in
their rivalry. Rybakina has repeatedly found
a way to hurt her at precisely the moments
when the stakes are highest. And now
Sabalenka has a year she would rather

forget in the Grand Slams. For the first time
since 2022, she will finish a season without
winning a major.

FROM WIATEK TO RYBAKINA

There was a time when every conversation
about Sabalenka's position at the top of
women's tennis inevitably involved
Swiatek.Sabalenka eventually established
herself as the dominant force on hard
courts, winning the Australian Open in
2023 and 2024 before adding the US Open

Beyond the cricket field, Kohli brought
something else to the table: style.The
signature beard. The rockstar hairstyles.
The swagger.Many tried to copy those too.
Myself included.But there was one thing
about Kohli that perhaps stood out more
than anything else: his tattoos.Covering

Fire. Something loud.Instead, Kohli's
collection is surprisingly grounded.

There is the God's-eye tattoo, or the all-
seeing eye as Kohli has described it. It
symbolises the belief that everything you
do is being watched and that someone is
always keeping track of your actions.Then

both his arms is a collection of tattoos that
have become as recognisable as some of
his trademark celebrations. You would
imagine someone with a larger-than-life
personality like Kohli to have gone down
the classic rockstar route. Skulls. Bones.

rematch for con’rmen’rul

Dubai. (Agency)

Two years after Sri Lanka stunned India to
win their maiden Women's Asia Cup title,
the two sides meet again in the final with
the continental crown on the line in Dubai
on Sunday.The rematch gives India a
chance to reclaim the trophy they lost in
Dambulla in 2024, when Chamari
Athapaththu and Harshitha
Samarawickrama struck half-centuries to
power Sri Lanka to an emphatic eight-
wicket victory. Watch DP World Women's
Asia Cup 2026 Final - India vs Sri Lanka
on September 13, 2026, from 8 PM IST
live on Sony Sports Ten 1 SD & HD, Sony
Sports Ten 3 SD & HD (Hindi), Sony
Sports Ten 4 SD (Tamil, Telugu, Kannada)
& Sony .Harmanpreet Kaur's side have
been the standout team of the tournament,
going unbeaten on their way to the final
and chasing an eighth Asia Cup title. Sri

Lanka have also remained undefeated and
will draw confidence from knowing they
have already beaten India on this
stage.The 2024 final remains the obvious
reference point, but India arrive this time
with Shafali Verma and Deepti Sharma in
outstanding form, while Sri Lanka have
once again shown the resilience that

“& along with the names of his father and

Scorpio, Om and tribal tattoos.

And the collection has continued to grow.
Kohli has been adding to his left-arm
sleeve, one that was intentionally left
incomplete. And there is a rather fitting
reason for that.

IND vs SL, Women's Asia Cup final: A
supremacy

carried them to the title two years ago.
Harmanpreet, however, does not want her
~7 team to over-complicate the occasion.
" With a ftitle at stake, the India captain
believes the key is to trust what has
i worked
tournament."Rather than trying too many
things and thinking of doing something
extraordinary, it is all about sticking to
your strength, backing yourself and
trusting your gut feeling," Harmanpreet
said on the eve of the final.

INDIA'S BIGGEST WEAPONS?

India have been led by Shafali Verma and
Deepti Sharma during their unbeaten
campaign.With 168 runs, including two
fifties, Shafali is the tournament's leading
run-scorer. She has also been India's most
consistent batter on the slow, spin-friendly
Dubai surfaces, finding a fluency that
others have struggled to match.Smriti
Mandhana has produced a century.

there is the Japanese samurai, a symbol
from which Kohli believes he draws
strength and values such as loyalty,
self-discipline and ethical
behaviour.His ODI and Test cap
numbers find space on his left arm,

mother. A worshipper of Lord Shiva,
Kohli also has a tattoo of the deity
meditating on Mount Kailash.There is
a monastery image, too, along with

in 2024 and 2025.All four of
Sabalenka's Grand Slam titles before
this US Open had come on hard
courts.That makes Rybakina's
emergence particularly
significant.She is not simply beating
Sabalenka on the surface where the
Belarusian is most comfortable. She
is doing it with a game that directly
challenges Sabalenka's greatest
strengths.Rybakina possesses one of
the biggest serves in the women's
game and combines it with flat,
penetrating groundstrokes. She can
match Sabalenka's first-strike tennis
without becoming overwhelmed by it.The
result is a fascinating contrast: Sabalenka
brings explosive emotion and power, while
Rybakina brings an almost clinical
calmness. And increasingly, that calmness
is proving to be a nightmare for Sabalenka.
RYBAKINA KEEPS PROMISING
WHENITMATTERS MOST

The warning signs were already there at the
end 0f2025.

Harmanpreet eyes Asia Cup
revenge vs Sri Lanka, urges
India to keep it simple

New York. (Agency)

throughout the

India captain Harmanpreet Kaur wants her
team to avoid overthinking when it takes on Sri
Lanka in the Women's Asia Cup final, with the
skipper stressing the need to trust their
strengths and keep their approach simple.

The final also gives India a chance to settle the
score from the previous edition. Sri Lanka
stunned India in the 2024 final, chasing down
166 with eight wickets in hand to lift the
title.Harmanpreet, though, does not want her
players to get caught up in the result of the
previous meeting. She believes the final will
come down to which side executes better on
the day."Whenever you are playing a match
which is so important to win the tournament,
that day it is all about just playing on your
strength and backing your strength,"
Harmanpreet said at the pre-final press
conference."Rather than trying too many
things and thinking of doing something
extraordinary, it is all about sticking to your
strength, backing yourself and trusting your
gut feeling."India and Sri Lanka have been the
two strongest teams in the tournament and will
now meet for the title. Harmanpreet does not
see much separating them and said there was
no point putting one team above the
other."Last time when we played against Sri
Lanka, they came up with some really solid
plans and solid performances. T20 is all about
on a given day who is going to play the best
cricket, they are going to win," she said.

Star-studded field for second edition of Archery Premier League

Deepika, Atanu, Dhiraj & Jyothi lead
36-strong Indian contingent in
event that is scheduled to be held
in Hyderabad next month

CHENNAL (Agency)

Four-time Olympian Deepika Kumari and
World Championship silver medallist Atanu
Das are among big names from India who'll
be aiming for a strong show in the second
edition of Archery Premier League (APL),
which is scheduled to be held in Hyderabad
from October 8 to 18. A total of 36 archers
from the country will be competing
alongside 12 international stars from 10
different countries.Apart from Deepika and
Atanu, reigning Asian champ Dhiraj
Bommadevara is another prominent face
from the country in the recurve category.
India's compound section is equally stacked,
anchored by multi-time World Cup and

Ty

Asian Games champion Jyothi Surekha
Vennam, Abhishek Verma and former world
champion Ojas Pravin Deotale.

The domestic stars will go head-to-head
against an international line-up featuring
Tokyo 2020 Olympic champion Mete

Paris 2024 bronze
@

Gazoz of Turkiye,
® &

medalist Casey Kaufhold of the United
States, World No 1 Marcus D’Almeida of
Brazil, World No 2 Ella Gibson of Great
Britain, and Dutch compound legend Mike
Schloesser, a former World Champion and
four-time World Cup Final winner.

Adding further weight to the domestic line-

up, all 12 members of the Indian squad
heading to the Asian Games in Aichi-
Nagoya later this month are also part of the
APL ecosystem, giving the league a direct
connection to the country's immediate
international campaign.

Speaking on the upcoming campaign, Anil
Kamineni, Archery Premier League
director, said, "Following an incredible
response to our inaugural season, we are
ready to deliver an even bigger Season 2.
Having the world’s top international archers
join our league transforms the APL into a
truly global spectacle, while continuing to
give our Indian archers an invaluable
competitive platform to test themselves
directly against the best in the world."
Among the debutants are World
Championships silver medallist Rajat
Chauhan and World Cup stage 1 gold
medallist Ridhi, along with World
University Games gold medallist Kushal
Dalal and junior national champion Kirti
Sharma.
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“.  Regrets Dropping Out 0f
'School To Start Acting: ‘Didn't

Study After Class 11'

areena Kapoor has admitted that she regrets dropping out of school to
pursue acting. Kareena Kapoor made her Bollywood debut in 2000 with
efugee alongside Abhishek Bachchan. She was 19 during the film’s

shoot and turned 20 after it was released. She then decided to focus only on
acting.In a recent chat with podcaster Hanuman Dass, Kareena said, “I never
finished my education, and that was something that kind of stayed with me. Even
though I had the opportunity, I got into movies and didn’t study any further after
Class XI. I know a lot of people can make fun of that or say whatever they want,
but I wanted to prove myself as an actor. That was something I wanted to do, to

follow my heart.”

“Education is something I do regret not completing. That’s why I have pushed my
boys to finish their education first and then follow their hearts. When UNICEF
approached me about supporting young
girls’ education in India, I felt deeply about
it because | had always carried that regret

that I hadn’t completed my own education,"

she said.

Qualification

industry.

Kareena Kapoor Educational

Before she became an actress, Kareena
studied at Jamnabai Narsee School in
Mumbai and later attended Welham Girls’
School in Dehradun. She is said to have
briefly studied commerce at Mumbai’s
Mithibai College. However, she never
completed her degree.She also attended a
three-month summer course in
microcomputers at Harvard Summer
School. Previously, Kareena had revealed
that she thought of becoming a lawyer |
before she started acting. Today, Kareena is
. among the most popular actresses in the

Kareena Kapoor’s Upcoming Films
Meanwhile, on the work front, Kareena was
last seen in Singham Again and Crew in °
2024. Now, Kareena Kapoor and Prithviraj
Sukumaran are coming together for Meghna Gulzar’s Daayra, a film that deals
with crime and the judicial system while drawing from several cases across

India.The film will be out in theatres on September 18. The film marks Kareena
and Prithviraj’s first on-screen collaboration. The film’s recently released trailer
has impressed fans, and they cannot wait to watch the film.

Anushka

R'anjan

Recalls Trying Natural Conception, IUI Before IVF:
"Sharam Aane Lagi Ki Kaise Kisi Ko Bolein’

ctress Anushka Ranjan has spoken about
the physical and emotional challenges of
IVF. Her husband Aditya Seal also
revealed that the couple had even considered
adoption.On Neha Dhupia and Angad Bedi’s
show Double Date, Anushka spoke about her
IVF journey and the challenges she faced while
trying to conceive.
On Neha Dhupia and Angad Bedi’s show Double
Date, in an episode recorded before she
welcomed twins, she recalled the initial phase of
their journey and revealed that she and her
husband, Aditya Seal, had initially been trying to
conceive naturally. The duo welcomed their twin
baby girls, whom they have lovingly named Vira
and, on August 23.They were subsequently
advised to consider IUI, a less intensive
procedure than IVF, but even that involved
medication and injections.
Anushka said: “Initially we were trying naturally;
we reached a point where we thought we were
ready. Doctors advised us to try to conceive for
six months or one year. Then there is a process
which is called IUI, which is the milder version
of IVE."“It also requires a lot of medication, but
injections kam lene padte the, 3 or 4 injections,
but dawaiyan bahut leni padti thi. So wo
dawaiyan were also making me feel lost."
She went on to explain why they eventually opted
for IVF, adding that the chances of conception
were higher compared to IUI. But beyond the
medical procedures, Anushka said that the
experience also took an emotional toll on her.

i _- [ I ® @

“You start feeling that meri body mein kuch kami
hai, kuch toh galat hai. As a girl, I should not have
drank or eaten meat," she said.

Anushka added: “Phir sharam bhi aane lagi ki kaise
kisi ko bolein ki we are trying to have akid.

(Then I started feeling embarrassed about how do
we say we are trying for a kid.) It’s easy to say
‘trying’, but it is such a tough feeling for some
women. You feel like you’re getting judged. "

Aditya also opened up about what he witnessed
while Anushka was undergoing the process.

Seeing the physical pain and emotional strain she
was going through, he revealed that at one point
he had decided that if the attempt did not work,
they would not go through IVF again.

The couple also revealed that they had kept
adoption as an option, believing that if they were
unable to have a child biologically, they would
still want to give a child a loving and fulfilling
life.

Moonwalk Release Date: AR Rahman's
Acting Debut Film To Clash With Ranbir

Kapoor's Ramayana Part 1
bahtpaen .

he makers of director Manoj NS’s

‘Moonwalk’, featuring actor Prabhudeva

in the lead, on Wednesday announced that
the film would hit screens for Deepavali this
year.The film has triggered huge expectations
among fans and film buffs as the film will also
mark the acting debut of Oscar-award-winning
music composer AR Rahman.

Sources say that the ace music director will make
a fun cameo appearance in the
film.Behindwoods Productions, while
announcing the film’s release for Deepavali,
said the film would deliver to audiences a
spectacular festive celebration filled with
laughter and unforgettable family moments.

Apart from acting in it, A R Rahman has also
scored the music for the film.Apart from
Prabhudeva, the film will also feature actors
Yogi Babu, Aju Varghese, Arjun Ashokan, Satz,
Nishma, Sushmitha, Redin Kingsley, Mottai
Rajendran, Lollu Sabha Swaminathan, Dr
Santhosh Jacob, Deepa Shankar, and
Ramkumar Natarajan among others.

Another highlight of the movie, sources say, will
be Yogi Babu appearing in 16 different roles.

Sources claim that ‘Moonwalk’ will seek to
seamlessly blend comedy, music and dance into
a vibrant cinematic celebration.Director Manoj
NS, who is also the CEO of Behindwoods, said,
“Deepavali is a festival that brings families
together, and we want Moonwalk to do the
same. This film has been created as a
celebration of happiness, laughter, music, and
dance. This Diwali, our Moonwalk team
happily invites family audiences to come
together and experience a film that will leave
them smiling."Three tracks from the film —
“Yethu’, ‘Tinga’ and ‘Macarena’ — have been
released from the film so far and have received
a good response from audiences worldwide.

Mayile’, the fourth song, featuring AR Rahman
and Prabhudeva, is to be released soon.The film
features cinematography by Anoop V. Shylaja,
choreography by Sekhar VJ and Piyush Shazia,
production design by Shanoo, and costume
design by Divya George and Swetha Raju.

Abhay Verma Reveals He Signed 8
Films Before Munjya Debut, But All
Got Shelved: 'God Has Really Been..."

ctor Abhay Verma made waves when he

debuted as a lead in Munjya with Sharvari.

However, he has now revealed that he had
signed 8 films before Munjya, and all of them got
shelved. The actor kept his faith in God and is now
thankful for all the love and work he is getting. He
believes everything happens at the “right time" for
everyone.“I’ve always believed in God’s plan.
God has really been helpful and kind to me during
all the things that didn’t happen. There were like 8
films that didn’t happen before Munjya (2024). So
I’m just grateful, and I believe that God is with me
and everything will come at the right time," he told
Hindustan Times.Abhay, who is currently being
praised for Operation Safed Sagar, said, “I am just
counting my blessings and taking it all in. I feel
everything comes and goes at the right time, and it
all happens for a reason. I go by that, keep my head
down and work the best I can every day. I just hope
that someone will get impacted or inspired to see
dreams like I did, and still do, and maybe come to
this city and choose this profession for
themselves."

He also reflected on his acting philosophy and said,
“I have taken my acting as a democracy: to the
people, by the people, for the people. My motto
has always been to explore myself, and become a
better person each day at my job and as a human.
Being a good human comes first, and then the job
eventually happens. I feel when you are a better
human, you automatically become a better actor as
you feel more, are kinder and even receive more."

“I have never pursued acting as an outcome-oriented
vision for me. It has always been about showing up
at work, pulling up my socks the highest, and just
listening to directors I get to work with. [ am very
happy and grateful that a director like Siddharth
Anand sir believes in me at such an early stage of
my career, or a director like Lijo Jose Pellissery,
whose films have gone to the Oscars, believes in
me to be his leading man. That means everything
for me, and that’s all that I work for," he
mentioned.
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Warm Handshake, But India-China Border
Tensions Remain

by Ashis Sinha

New Delhi: The warm vis-
uals of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping at the
BRICS Summit suggested
a thaw in ties. Their state-
ments, however, exposed a
fundamental difference. Xi
called for India and China
to advance their broader
relationship while address-
ing the boundary question
in parallel. Modi, in con-
trast, stressed that peace
and tranquillity along the
border remain the essential
basis for developing bilat-
eral ties.

The divergence under-
scores the central challenge
in the relationship: wheth-
er India-China ties can be
normalised while the bor-

der remains a source of
tension.

Border peace remains In-
dia’s priority

Modi reiterated New Del-
hi’s position that peace and
tranquillity in the border
areas are indispensable to
sustained progress in bilat-
eral relations.

India also emphasised the
need for both sides to hon-
our existing agreements
and understandings on
border issues.

For New Delhi, this is more
than diplomatic language.
The 2020 military crisis
in eastern Ladakh funda-
mentally altered India’s ap-
proach to China, making
stability along the Line of
Actual Control a key meas-
ure of the health of the
broader relationship.

Beijing wants the two
tracks separated

Xi’s message reflected a
different approach. Ac-
cording to the Chinese
readout, he argued that the
two countries should work
simultaneously on improv-

1

ing bilateral relations and
resolving the boundary
question and related bor-
der issues.

The distinction is impor-
tant. Beijing appears will-
ing to compartmentalise
the border dispute, while

1\

New Delhi continues to see
border stability as a pre-
requisite for deeper nor-
malisation. That difference
could prove more conse-
quential than the cordial
imagery surrounding the
leaders’ meeting.

A thaw, but not a reset

The meeting nevertheless
signals an effort by both
sides to move beyond the
prolonged chill that fol-

members of BRICS, while
prolonged  confrontation
carries costs for both sides.
But renewed engagement
does not mean the under-

VHP guidelines restricting Muslim
participation in Maharashtra Garba &
Dandiya events, with Aadhaar & tilak checks,
spark a political controversy.

lowed the 2020 Ladakh
crisis.  Diplomatic  and
military channels have re-
mained active, while dis-
cussions have resumed on
trade, air connectivity and
people-to-people exchang-
es.

Both countries have an
interest in stabilising ties.
India and China are major
economic powers and key

lying strategic distrust has
disappeared. For India, the
credibility of the thaw will
depend heavily on devel-
opments along the LAC
and on whether existing
border agreements and un-
derstandings are respected.
The LAC remains the real
test

for dialogue, but the hard-
est questions remain unre-
solved.

China wants the wider re-
lationship to move forward
alongside negotiations over
the boundary. India wants
lasting peace and adher-
ence to existing border
arrangements to underpin
that process.

The photographs may show
a warmer relationship. The
official statements show
that the strategic gap re-
mains.

The next phase of India-
China ties will therefore be
judged less by handshakes
at summits and more
by what happens on the
ground along the border.
The thaw may be real

Whether it becomes a reset
will depend on the LAC.

The Modi-Xi meeting has
reopened political space

Sputnik.

diplomatic efforts.

New Delhi: In a significant diplomatic development at the
BRICS Summit, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping have offered to help broker a so-
lution to the Russia-Ukraine war, the Kremlin said Sunday.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Modi and Xi ex-
pressed strong interest in ending the conflict during sepa-
rate meetings with Russian President Vladimir Putin and
offered their good offices to help find a settlement.

Putin welcomed the offer and briefed both leaders on the
situation surrounding the war, Peskov said, as quoted by

Modi: Dialogue is the way forward

At his meeting with Putin on Friday, Modi reiterated In-
dia’s long-standing position that dialogue and diplomacy
are the only way to resolve conflicts.

He also conveyed India’s readiness to contribute to peace
initiatives aimed at finding a negotiated settlement.

The message comes as fighting between Russian and
Ukrainian forces continues despite renewed international

Black Sea, West Asia on agenda

The Modi-Putin talks also covered key regional and global
developments, including the conflicts in West Asia and the
Black Sea region, according to the Indian government.
The Black Sea conflict has implications for maritime trade
and the safety of Indian seafarers, adding a direct Indian
interest to the evolving situation.

Fresh push for negotiations

The Kremlin’s disclosure came days after US envoys Steve
Witkoff and Jared Kushner travelled to Moscow and Kyiv
in a renewed attempt to revive negotiations.

Yet, diplomacy has so far failed to halt the fighting.

The latest Kremlin statement puts India and China in a po-
tentially significant diplomatic role as major powers will-
ing to support efforts towards a negotiated end to the war.
With Moscow welcoming their offer, the BRICS platform
has emerged as another possible channel for peace diplo-
macy—even as the battlefield remains active.

PM Modi Hosts Vegetarian Gala Dinner for
BRICS Leaders, Millets Take Centre Stage

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi hosted a veg-
etarian gala dinner for BRICS leaders at Bharat Mandapam
on Saturday, showcasing Indian flavours with millets, or
“Shree Anna,” prominently featured across the menu.

The spread included contemporary starters such as Khand-
vi Mille-Feuille and Khumb Galouti, followed by Paneer
Lababdar, Himalayan morels with asparagus, Carrot Bean
Poriyal, Thakkali Belle Sagru and Millet Pulao.

Modi, Xi Offer to Help End
Russia-Ukraine War

New Delhi: BRICS is bigger,
more influential—and increas-
ingly determined to reshape the
global order. That was the cen-
tral message as the 18th BRICS
Summit concluded in New
Delhi on September 13 with
the adoption of the New Delhi
Declaration.

Indias year-long chairship put
global governance reform, sus-
tainable development, technol-
ogy, trade and the concerns of
the Global South at the heart
of the expanded grouping’s
agenda.

Big message: Reform, not rup-
ture

The summit called for a more
representative and equitable
global system, with stronger
voices for developing countries
in the UN and international fi-
nancial institutions.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has stressed that BRICS should
not be seen as an anti-Western
blog, but as a platform through
which the Global South can be-
come a “rule-shaper” in global
affairs.

No common BRICS curren-
cy—for now

Despite years of speculation, the
summit did not create a com-

mon BRICS currency. Instead,
leaders backed greater use of
national currencies in trade and
investment and stronger cross-
border payment mechanisms—
an incremental approach aimed
at reducing transaction barriers
and dependence on Western-
dominated financial channels.
Middle East tests BRICS unity
The wars and tensions in West
Asia posed one of the summit’s
biggest diplomatic challenges,
particularly with Iran and
the UAE inside the expanded
grouping,.

Yet BRICS managed to agree
on a common declaration call-
ing for restraint, dialogue and
diplomatic solutions. The con-
sensus demonstrated the bloc’s
ability to find common ground
despite deep geopolitical differ-
ences.

Al becomes a strategic prior-
ity

Artificial intelligence emerged
as a major new frontier for
BRICS cooperation.

The grouping backed inclu-
sive, secure and development-
oriented Al, while China an-
nounced plans for a BRICS Al
Open Source Zone. The focus
reflects a wider concern that

BRICS Summit 2026:
at the New Delhi Meet

What India Achieved

developing countries should
not merely consume emerging
technologies but help shape
them.

Health, climate and food se-
curity

India pushed BRICS towards
practical cooperation in health,
including an early-warning sys-
tem for infectious diseases.

The summit also highlighted
food and energy security, cli-
mate action and sustainable
development—areas where de-
veloping economies face some

of the sharpest pressures.
BRICS economic weight
grows

The groupings expanding in-
fluence is backed by substantial
economic heft. India says the
BRICS family now represents
about 50% of the world’s popu-
lation, 40% of global GDP and
more than 25% of global trade.
That scale gives BRICS greater
leverage—but also makes con-
sensus harder as its member-
ship becomes more politically
and economically diverse.
India’s diplomatic win

For New Delhi, the summit was
as much about diplomacy as
declarations.

India managed to bring to-

gether countries with compet-
ing interests—including China,
Russia, Iran and the UAE—
while keeping the focus on de-
velopment and Global South
priorities.

The Modi-Xi Jinping engage-
ment on the sidelines also add-
ed a significant bilateral dimen-
sion, with both sides signalling
interest in improving business
and transport links while In-
dia stressed that lasting border
peace remains fundamental to
better ties.

The real test starts now

The New Delhi Summit has
given BRICS a broader agenda
and a louder voice. But its cred-
ibility will now be measured
by delivery—whether plans on
payments, Al health, climate,
trade and development become
functioning mechanisms rather
than summit promises. With

China taking over the BRICS
chair next, the bloc enters its next
phase with greater ambition—
and greater expectations.

The New Delhi takeaway is
clear: BRICS no longer wants
merely a seat at the global table.
It wants a bigger say in deciding
what is served.

Rahul Gandhi Takes Dig at BRICS

New Delhi: A lavish veg-
etarian spread served at
the grand dinner hosted
for BRICS leaders in New
Delhi has sparked a politi-
cal controversy, with oppo-
sition leaders questioning
the decision to keep the
high-profile menu entirely
vegetarian.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi took a swipe at the
government on X, pointing
to India’s diverse food hab-
its. “For the record: 80% of
Indians are non-vegetarian,”
he wrote, while praising In-

Vegetarian Dinner Menu

dian non-vegetarian cuisine
and adding a reference to
his sister Priyanka Gandhi
Vadras love for chole bha-

ture.

Congress leader Pawan

Khera also hit out at the
Centre, accusing the BJP-
led government of seeking
to impose its dietary prefer-
ences on others.

The controversy comes as

India hosts the BRICS sum-
mit, where food and culture
have been showcased along-
side diplomacy and geopoli-
tics. The vegetarian menu
featured an array of Indian
flavours, with millets and
regional dishes given prom-
inence at the gala dinner.
While the government has
presented the spread as a
showcase of India’s culinary
heritage, the menu has now
become an unlikely flash-
point in the wider political
debate over food choices
and cultural diversity.

Shorties

Ramaphosa Hails India’s BRICS Summit,
Says Joint Declaration Proves
Critics Wrong

INNOVATION,
TAINABILITY

JILDING FOR RE
COOPERATION )

New Delhi: South African President Cyril Ramaphosa has
praised India for successfully hosting the BRICS Summit
2026 in New Delhi, saying the bloc achieved a major break-
through by adopting a joint declaration despite doubts that
consensus would be possible.

“At this BRICS Summit, we succeeded in adopting the dec-
laration, even though many believed we wouldn’t be able
to. Yet, we achieved it,” Ramaphosa said, congratulating all
BRICS members on the outcome.

Ramaphosa also lauded India’s arrangements for the sum-
mit, calling the scale of the exercise a major achievement.
He highlighted the 350 meetings held during India’s BRICS
presidency and noted that events were organised across
around 30 cities. The South African leader said bringing to-
gether countries on such a vast scale was no easy task, mak-
ing India’s successful organisation particularly significant.
The joint declaration emerged as one of the summit’s key
outcomes, underscoring the bloc’s emphasis on cooperation
and its role in addressing global and economic challenges.
Ramaphosa said the summit delivered a strong message of
unity and collective action, expressing confidence that co-
operation among BRICS members would deepen. At a time
of heightened geopolitical tensions, he stressed that such
gatherings represent more than diplomacy—they reflect the
collective effort of member nations to strengthen coopera-
tion and advance the BRICS agenda.

PM Modi Holds 15 Bilateral Meetings on
Sidelines of BRICS Summit

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi held 15 bilat-
eral meetings with world leaders over three days on the
sidelines of the BRICS Summit in New Delhi, focusing on
bilateral ties and key regional and global issues.

On Sunday, Modi met leaders from Kazakhstan, Egypt,
Indonesia, the Philippines, South Africa, Burundi, Nigeria
and Uganda. Discussions covered trade, defence, energy,
connectivity, critical minerals, emerging technologies and
strategic cooperation.

Earlier, Modi held talks with leaders of Ethiopia, Malaysia,
the UAE, Vietnam and China, besides meetings with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin, Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian and UN Secretary-General Antoénio Guterres.
The high-level engagements underlined India’s diplomatic
push to deepen partnerships and advance cooperation on
major global challenges during its BRICS presidency.

Damodar River Under NGT Scanner Over Floodplain, Ash Pond Work
at Chandrapura in Bokaro

by Ashis Sinha

Ranchi: The Damodar River
has come under the scrutiny
of the National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) following allega-
tions of floodplain encroach-
ment, illegal sand mining and
expansion of an ash pond
linked to the Damodar Valley
Corporation’s (DVC) Chan-
drapura Thermal Power Sta-
tion (CTPS).
The NGT’s Eastern Zone
Bench in Kolkata, in its order
dated September 3, 2026, is-
sued notices to the Jharkhand
government, DVC and several
other authorities. The Tribunal
observed that the allegations
raised in the petition prima fa-
cie involved substantial ques-
tions relating to the environ-
ment.
The case was filed by Praveen
Kumar Singh, Jharkhand State
Convener of the Damodar
Bachao Andolan. Singh has
alleged that a concrete/stone
wall is being constructed along
® @

the existing bank of the Da-
modar River within the High
Flood Level (HFL) area, or
active floodplain, apparently
to facilitate expansion of the
CTPS ash-pond area towards
the river.

He has also alleged illegal sand
extraction and the creation of
pits in the riverbed, claiming
that such activities could dam-
age the river and its floodplain.
The petition seeks an immedi-
ate stop to the alleged activi-
ties, restoration of the affected
area and proper demarcation
of the Damodar’s floodplain.
Ash pond distance under
scrutiny

The petition refers to the
2023 Guidelines on Design,
Construction, O&M and An-
nual Certification of Coal Ash
Ponds.

Asrecorded in the NGT order,
the guidelines provide that ash
ponds should be located at
least 500 metres from the High
Flood Level/Full Reservoir

Level of rivers and reservoirs.

Singh has therefore sought
compliance with the guide-
lines and suggested that an
alternative location be con-
sidered for the ash pond if the
present site does not meet the
required norms.

Earlier pollution incidents
cited

Singh has also referred to
the long-running Damodar
Bachao Andolan, saying the
movement had helped re-
duce pollution in the river by
around 95% over the past 25
years.

At the same time, he raised

concerns over pollution linked
to DVC’s thermal power sta-
tions at Chandrapura and
Bokaro.

He cited the September 2019
ash-pond collapse at Boka-
ro Thermal Power Station,
which, according to him, af-
fected hundreds of homes and
later became the subject of an
NGT case in which a penalty
0f 32.89 crore was imposed.
He also referred to an Octo-
ber 2019 furnace-oil leakage
at CTPS, alleging that it dis-
rupted water supplies in parts
of Bokaro and Dhanbad for
around 72 hours and affected

a large population. According
to Singh, the incident also re-
sulted in an NGT proceeding
and a penalty of 31.65 crore,
which was subsequently paid.
Wall construction led to
NGT petition

According to the petitioner,
several representations were
made to DVC and govern-
ment authorities regarding the
construction of the wall along
the Damodar.

Singh claimed that the
Jharkhand Water Resources
Department  subsequently
conducted an inquiry and
found CTPS at fault.
Following this, the Tenughat
Division issued a notice to the
Senior General Manager-cum-
Project Head of CTPS, asking
that the work be stopped.

The petitioner, however, al-
leged that construction con-
tinued despite the direction.
He then approached the NGT
seeking intervention.

The petition also refers to a

May 16, 2026 show-cause no-
tice issued by the Executive
Engineer, Tenughat Dam Di-
vision, to the Chief Manager
and Project Head of DVC-
CTPS.

Authorities asked to respond
The respondents in the case
include the Chief Secretary
of Jharkhand, Chairman of
DVC, Member Secretary of
the Jharkhand Pollution Con-
trol Board, Secretary of the

Ministry of Jal Shakti, Direc- [

tor General of the Clean Wa-
ter Mission, Secretary of the
Central Water Commission
and Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Water Resources,
Jharkhand, among others.

The NGT has given the re-
spondents two months to file
their replies.

The matter has been listed for
further consideration on No-
vember 6, 2026, when the Tri-
bunal will also hear arguments
on I.A. No. 122/2026/EZ.
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SIA searches Poonch
Udhampur in radicali-
sation probe

Jammu, Agency: Five
locations in Poonch and
Udhampur districts were
searched by Jammu &
Kashmir State Investigation
Agency (SIA) Saturday as
part of an investigation into
the alleged spread of seces-
sionist narratives and radi-
calisation through online
and offline  channels,
including social media plat-
forms allegedly operated
from across the border.

An SIA spokesperson
said investigators found
that some individuals were
allegedly in contact with
suspicious persons across
the Line of Control (LoC)
and the border. The raids
were conducted in Mandi
and Surankote areas of
Poonch and Ramnagar area
of Udhampur. The searches
began in the morning and
were underway  when
reports last came in. The
spokesperson said more
details would be shared
after the searches conclude.

Brics opposes unilateral
trade steps like EU car-
bon border tax

New
Brics
opposed unilateral trade
measures such as EU's car-

Delhi, Agency:
nations Saturday

bon border adjustment
mechanism (CBAM), say-
ing such measures under-
mine efforts by developing
countries aimed at address-
ing the adverse impacts of
climate change. Though
they recognised the need to
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions to meet climate
goals, the grouping's mem-
bers sought to delink any
unilateral punitive action
from achieving a common
goal and pitched for energy
security for all based on a
pragmatic approach where
"fossil fuel", they said, will
still play an important role
in the world's energy mix",
particularly for emerging
markets and developing
economies, in addition to
renewable sources and
nuclear.

CBAM, which entered
its operational regime on
Jan 1, is a tool to put a
price, through imposing a
border tax, on carbon-inten-
sive goods, like iron and
steel, aluminium and
cement, that are entering
the 27 EU nations.

Though BRICS nations
opposed the proposal from
the time it was conceived,
arguing that the unilateral
move placed an additional
burden on businesses in
developing economies due
to embedded emissions in
their products, they made
their points a part of New
Delhi Declaration calling it
"punitive, discriminatory
and protectionist measures
that are not in line with
international law".

Without any attempt to
dilute their respective
efforts to meet climate
action goals under the Paris
Agreement, the nations
called for greater actions
based on equity and the
UN's principle of common
but differentiated responsi-
bilities and respective capa-
bilities, in light of different
national circumstances.

National
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Tata Sons heads for mandatory public list-
ing as RBI rejects NBFC exit request

New Delhi, Agency: The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has
directed Tata Sons, the holding
company of the salt-to-software
conglomerate, to apply for an
immediate stock market listing
after rejecting its application to
surrender its non-banking finance
company (NBFC) licence.

In a letter dated September 11,
2026, the RBI stated that Tata
Sons' request to be excluded from
the unregistered core investment
company (CIC) category had
been denied, effectively requiring
the company to go public.

Sources said the RBI specified
that the group did not meet the
necessary criteria, leading it to
reject the March 2024 application

Congress only viable hope for Punjab, AAP
'fractured’, says new in-charge Sachin Pilot

New Delhi, Agency: The
Congress is the only viable alterna-
tive for the people of Punjab, hav-
ing historically delivered for the
border state through decades,
party's newly appointed general
secretary Sachin Pilot said on
Saturday.

Speaking to The Tribune days
after replacing Bhupesh Baghel in
the hot seat, Pilot framed the
upcoming Assembly elections as a
direct contest between the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party and Congress,
saying a multi-cornered contest in
2027 won't impact voting patterns.

"People realise they don't have
to waste their vote. They will only
vote for those they trust. The
Congress remains the only viable
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for deregistration. This makes a
public listing of Tata Sons immi-
nent as it qualifies as an upper
layer NBFC, which must manda-
torily list on the stock exchanges.

The development comes as the
$170 billion Tata Sons is still fac-
ing leadership challenges and a
divided board, which Iled
Chairman N Chandrasekaran to

opt out of reappointment when
his term ends in February next
year. It is a divided house even
among the shareholders, with the
Noel Tata-led Tata Trusts, a string
of non-profits holding over 65 per
cent of Tata Sons, being reluctant
to list, while Shapoorji Pallonji
Group, its largest private share-
holder with around 18 per cent
holding, is publicly pushing for
the group to list.

According to experts, a listing
will compel the group to be more
transparent about all its affairs,
including capital allocation, and
investor pressure will lead to
demands for financial returns,
making long-term bets difficult.

As per news reports, the issue

of listing the business was also
among the reasons which led
Noel Tata to vote against the reap-
pointment of Chandrasekaran.
The half-brother of Ratan Tata,
who chairs Tata Trusts and is a
member of the Tata Sons board,
wanted a commitment from
Chandrasekaran to ensure that
Tata Sons is not forced to list,
while the latter is learnt to have
opined that the outcome of a reg-
ulatory or legal matter cannot be
ascertained.

Other issues flagged by Noel
Tata included the losses being
incurred by group's other busi-
nesses including the Tata Digital
and Air India, which were either
launched or acquired during

Chandrasekaran's nearly decade-
long stint at the helm.

The RBI had come out with a
list of 15 entities, classifying
them as Upper Layer NBFCs and
mandating them to list by October
2025. Earlier this year, it had
expanded the list to include gov-
ernment-run NBFCs as well and
also announced that any NBFC
with over Rs 1 lakh crore of assets
will automatically qualify as an
upper-layer NBFC.

However, a decision on Tata
Sons' plea to surrender its core
investment company NBFC
license was kept pending, and the
RBI brass repeatedly parried a
clear answer regarding the hold-
ing company's listing.

Summit success gives BJP a

hope for the people of Punjab.
Whether it was Sardar Beant Singh
with his contribution to fighting ter-
rorism, the Green Revolution or the
White Revolution, Congress gov-
ernments have made a mark in the
lives of the people of Punjab. It's
time to bring back that narrative,"
said Pilot ahead of his Punjab visit

in the next few days.

Pilot downplayed intense fac-
tionalism in the state unit ahead of
Baghel's replacement and insisted
that the Congress was united in
Punjab, and that it was AAP that
was fractured. "The word fracture
(in the context of the Punjab
Congress) is a bit of an exaggera-
tion. Sometimes in large parties like
ours, there can be differences of
opinion on approach to issues. But I
won't call it a faction or a fracture.
We still stand united. The ones that
are fractured are the Aam Aadmi
Party," he said, referring to a string
of resignations by AAP founders
and recently the merger of seven
AAP MPs (including six from
Punjab) with the BJP.

Rajnath: Modi blunted oppn's 'false
narrative' with governance

New Delhi, Agency: PM
Modi has blended good gover-
nance with participatory democra-
cy to render the opposition's "false
narrative" and anti-incumbency
factor irrelevant, defence minister
Rajnath Singh said Saturday, vir-
tually kick-starting BJP's cam-
paign to mark its pre-eminent
leader's 25-year unbroken run as
head of govt.

"Those building false narrative
against Modi cannot understand
what they should do. Sometimes
they incite students, sometimes
they try to divide society in the
name of caste,” he said in an
apparent swipe at leader of oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi. He said that when people
see their lives changed by welfare
schemes for farmers, housing and

In denouncement of western bloc, Brics
hits out at unilateral sanctions and tariff

50% additional American tariff,
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health, then no narrative works.
"Kaam bolta hai (work speaks).
Modi has left factors like astro-
turfing and anti-incumbency
behind," he said at the event
organised by Rambhau Mhalgi
Prabodhini, a research and leader-
ship-training institute with links to
BIJP.

Rajnath said Modi, since his
days as Gujarat CM, pioneered a
model of governance that focused
on a participatory model of
democracy and scaled it national-
ly as PM.

New Delhi, Agency
India's success against the
odds in bringing Brics coun-
tries with incongruent, even
conflicting, outlooks on key
global issues of contention,
such as the West Asia conflict,
to throw their weight behind a
joint declaration comes as a
timely domestic boost for BJP
when its rivals are sensing
some vulnerability in its oth-
erwise dominant political
position.

Foreign policy has been a
major component of BJP's
arsenal in scoring political
points over its rivals, especial-
ly Congress, as it has project-
ed a rising global profile of an

boost in domestlc polltlcs

assertive India under PM
Narendra Modi's leadership,
in contrast to the country's
"meek" response to chal-
lenges from external security
to trade in the pre-2014 peri-
od. Modi hailed the New
Delhi Declaration, adopted
unanimously at Brics, saying
confidence of the bloc is
wider in reach and stronger in

purpose.

Three years before 9/11, CIA warned Clinton
that Bin Laden wanted to strike India;

New Delhi, Agency:
India was already on
Osama bin Laden's list
of potential targets three
years before the
September 11 attacks. A

newly declassified CIA The

4

assessment
specifically listed India

the US and Israel.
The CIA said

world, reflecting the ide-
ological lens through
which he framed India
and its relationship with

Laden was also consid-

The newly released
document said Bin
Laden's infrastructure in
North America, Europe
and East Asia also lent
credibility to reports that
he could target US inter-

Bin

warning from 1998 - : ering further attacks ests in those regions. The
shows that the Al Qaida %ng(if[l))te,l kISt&% al(glrgat\;vilglr: against the US and UK CIA assessment further
founder intended to con- oL O Lo particularly although he had not indi-  noted that Bin Laden had
duct attacks in the coun- Kuwait. Saudi Arabia cated precise targets or authorised an associate
try. A CIA PresidenF's and YCII,ICII - Uganda and timing. to explore attacks ip .the
Daily Brief to Bill ossibly  Nieeria. as The assessment came  US and that US officials
Clinton dgted August 28, Ic)ountriZs WE ere, Bin weeks after. the August had repently helped
1998, sa}ld Bin L.ad'en Laden intended to con- 1998 bpmbmgs of US arrest Bin Laden opera-
had survived US missile duct attacks embassies in Kenya and tives preparing attacks in

strikes in Afghanistan
and retained a network
of individuals and allied
groups across at least 60

Bin

. "Crusader-Zionist- .
countries that could be Hindu" . the sights of US coun-
d to mount attacks e COMSPITACY o rterrorism agencies
use ) against the Islamic g )

Laden
viewed India as part of
what he described as a

also

Tanzania, which killed
more than 200 people
and brought Bin Laden's
organisation firmly into

Tirana and possibly
Baku. The India refer-
ence is  significant
because it shows that the
threat posed by Bin
Laden's network was

Gangster's extradition from Moldova shows Mann

government's resolve: Punjab minister

New Delhi, Agency: Brics
slammed the unilateral sanctions
and tariff and non-tariff measures
initiated by countries, arguing
that they distorted trade and were
inconsistent with global trade
rules - a statement that was seen
to be aimed at US, which under
Donald Trump has resorted to
raising import duties.

While Trump's tariff actions,
including the reciprocal tariffs
invoking emergency powers,
which were declared illegal by
the US Supreme Court, are not in
line with the WTO regime, few
countries have so far raised a dis-
pute. In any case, WTO dispute
settlement mechanism is defunct
as US has blocked all appoint-
ments, and Brics called for its
restoration. The New Delhi
Declaration is among the most
vocal denouncement of Trump's
go-to instrument to get countries
to the negotiating table. Even
now, US has put in place 10-
12.5% tariff on over 50 nations
using section 301 powers.

Similarly, the concern over
"unilateral sanctions and second-
ary sanctions" came amid US
threat to target countries that
bought oil from countries such as
Russia, Iran or Venezuela, until
recently. India had to deal with

| & @ i -

including 25% "secondary tar-
iffs" for purchasing Russian
crude. Tariffs and sanctions were
two issues on which all member
nations openly hit out at the
western bloc. Besides, the bloc,
which accounts for a quarter of

Chandigarah, Agency: AAP
leader and Punjab minister Aman
Arora on Saturday said the first-
ever extradition of a gangster from
Europe marks the Bhagwant Mann
government's  uncompromising
stand against gangsterism.

His statement came as the

Punjab Police secured the extradi-
tion of a key operative of the Jaggu
Bhagwanpuria gang from the
Republic of Moldova.

Amritpal Singh, alias Amrit
Dalam, wanted in multiple cases of
murder, attempt to murder, and the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)

Act (UAPA), was extradited from
Moldova. While the previous
Akali-BJP and Congress govern-
ments "allowed" gangsterism to
flourish, the AAP government pur-
sued such fugitives across borders
and ensured they are brought back
to face the law, he further said.

global trade, also hit out at pro-
tectionism due to environmental
concerns, something that the
European Union has chosen to
do. "The proliferation of trade-
restrictive actions that are incon-
sistent with WTO rules, whether
in the form of indiscriminate
raising of tariffs and non-tariff
measures, or protectionism under
the guise of environmental
objectives, threatens to further
reduce global trade, disrupt glob-
al supply chains, and introduce
uncertainty into international
economic and trade activities,
potentially exacerbating existing
economic disparities and nega-
tively affecting prospects for
global economic development,”
the declaration said.

It also backed further dis-
cussions to facilitate "practical
solutions" for cross-border pay-
ments among Brics countries,
"which are fast, low-cost, more
accessible, efficient, transpar-
ent, and safe".
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In a boost for the coun-
try's defence testing capa-
bilities,
another weapon and mis-

Bengal's Junput coastal
village
Medinipur district.

had proposed a testing
range along the Purba
Medinipur coast to com-
plement
testing range in Odisha's
Chandipur. However, the
then TMC govt had not
given land for it. During
an event Friday,

India to get another major DRDO

missile testing range in Bengal

New Delhi, Agency:

India will get

ile testing range in

in Purba

In April 2024, DRDO

its integrated

ment,"

CM
B ;- B T

Suvendu
revealed that DRDO had
sent a letter for the project
but the then TMC govt at
the helm did not respond.
"l have okayed it. This
will be a big project for
West Bengal's develop-
he said. A source
in DRDO also confirmed
to Media that the missile
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up in Bengal.
range in Junput

DRDO

Adhikari

complexes

Odisha coast.
While
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testing project is coming
The proposed testing

the third major hub for
after
Chandipur sites and the
proposed testing centre in
Andhra. India has one
missile testing facility,
known as the Integrated
Test Range, which oper-
ates across two launch
in Odisha:
Launch Complex-IIT at
Chandipur-on-Sea
Launch Complex-1V, off

Launch

Complex-III is used pri-
marily for testing short-
range tactical missiles,
surface-to-air systems and
multi-barrel rocket
launchers like the Akash
and Pinaka, Launch
Complex-1V is designated
for long-range strategic
weapon trials, including
Agni ballistic missile
series and K-series sub-
marine-launched missiles.

The Chandipur testing
facility provides a secure
coastal location with a
wide, unobstructed east-
ward trajectory over the
Bay of Bengal.

will be

the
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Gﬂ“ﬂSh chat" "hi and I'Ia"alika Tﬂﬂi bring devotion, tradition and celebration together on September 14, 2026

India's festival calendar is shaped by a
lunar tradition in which important cele-
brations do not remain fixed to the
same date every year. That shifting cal-
endar can occasionally create remark-
able overlaps, bringing different festi-
vals together on a single day.
September 14, 2026, is one such date.
This year, Ganesh Chaturthi and
Hartalika Teej are both being observed
on Monday, creating an unusual con-
vergence of two important Hindu
observances.

The coincidence is particularly
interesting because the two festivals
have different religious narratives, ritu-
als and cultural expressions. Ganesh
Chaturthi celebrates Lord Ganesha, the
remover of obstacles and a widely
revered symbol of wisdom, auspicious
beginnings and prosperity. Hartalika
Teej, meanwhile, is associated with
Goddess Parvati's devotion to Lord
Shiva and is especially significant for
women who observe the vrat and par-
ticipate in prayers and traditional cele-
brations.

The calendar overlap is con-
nected to the Hindu lunisolar system.

14 September 2026
Monday

"N
(Chaturthi Tithi) |
|
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Hartalika Teej is observed on the
Shukla Paksha Tritiya of the month of
Bhadrapada, while Ganesh Chaturthi is
observed on the following Chaturthi
tithi. In 2026, the timing of these tithis
creates a particularly close transition.
For Indore, the Tritiya tithi associated
with Hartalika Teej ends at about 7:06
a.m. on September 14, while Chaturthi
begins at approximately the same time.
The festivals therefore share the same
civil date even though they correspond
to successive lunar tithis.

This makes September 14
more than simply another crowded day
on the festival calendar. It becomes an
opportunity to observe how India's reli-
gious traditions can coexist within the
same community, household and
neighbourhood. While women may
begin the day with Hartalika Teej ritu-
als, fasting and Shiva-Parvati worship,
preparations for Ganesh Chaturthi can
unfold alongside them as families and
public groups prepare for the installa-
tion of Lord Ganesha.

Hartalika Teej has a deeply
personal and devotional character.
Traditionally, women pray to Shiva and

Ganesh Chaturthi | Hartalika Teej {d
(Tritiya Tithi)

Two Festivals, One Date: When Ganesh
Chaturthl and Hartalzka T eej Meet

%
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Parvati and observe a demanding fast.
The festival recalls Parvati's determina-
tion to unite with Shiva and is connect-
ed with ideas of devotion, marital com-
mitment and spiritual perseverance. In
many regions, the day is also associat-
ed with traditional clothing, mehendi,
songs, swings and gatherings of
women.

Ganesh Chaturthi has devel-
oped both a household and a strong
public dimension. Families install idols
in their homes, while neighbourhood
committees create decorated pandals
and organise prayers and cultural pro-
grammes. In several parts of India, the
festival also supports artisans, decora-
tors, flower sellers, musicians, food
vendors and other small businesses.

The simultaneous observance
therefore produces an interesting cul-
tural picture. One festival brings the
focus of many devotees towards Shiva
and Parvati, while the other turns atten-
tion towards Ganesha. One is closely
associated with women's vrat tradi-
tions, while the other often creates
large community celebrations involv-
ing people across generations.

oy

When the first Ganesh idols are brought
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offerings. Modaks and other sweets associat-

September 14, 2026, will present

particularly among women.
Observed during the Shukla Paksha
Tritiya of Bhadrapada, the festival is
associated with Goddess Parvati's
devotion to Lord Shiva and is tradi-
tionally marked by fasting, prayer
and worship. In 2026, Hartalika Teej
falls on Monday, September 14, giv-
ing the festival an especially distinc-
tive place in this year's calendar
because Ganesh Chaturthi is also
observed on the same date.

The story behind Hartalika
Teej is centred on Parvati's determi-
nation to marry Shiva. According to
traditional accounts, Parvati wished
to make Shiva her husband but faced
the possibility of being married else-
where. Her close friend is said to
have taken her away to a forest so
that she could continue her devotion
and worship Shiva without pressure.
Parvati's penance and determination
ultimately led to her union with
Shiva.

The name Hartalika is tradi-
tionally explained through the words
associated with the story of Parvati
being taken away by her friend.
Over generations, the legend has
become an important part of the fes-
tival's religious and cultural identity.
For many women, the day begins
with preparations well before the
formal puja. Homes are cleaned and
decorated, traditional clothing is
selected, mehendi is applied and
puja materials are arranged. In sev-

In 2026 the

lows on Chaturthi.

home, neighbourhood pandals begin to take
shape and the sound of devotional music fills
the streets, the atmosphere of Ganesh
Chaturthi becomes unmistakable. The festi-
val, dedicated to Lord Ganesha, has grown
into one of India's most recognisable cele-
brations, combining religious devotion with
art, community participation and local cul-
ture. In 2026, Ganesh Chaturthi will be
observed on Monday, September 14. The
Chaturthi tithi begins around 7:06 a.m. on
September 14 and continues into September
15, with the main festival observance taking
place on September 14. The festival marks
the beginning of a period of Ganesh worship
that, depending on local tradition, can con-
tinue for several days before idol immersion.

Ganesha is widely worshipped as the
remover of obstacles and the deity associat-
ed with wisdom, learning and auspicious
beginnings. This symbolism helps explain
why Ganesh worship is found in homes,
schools, offices, businesses and public
spaces.

At the household level, preparations
often begin days before the festival. Families
clean their homes, decorate a designated
worship space, choose an idol and arrange

- @ L | &

ed with Ganesha are prepared or purchased,
while flowers, lamps and decorative materi-
als are kept ready for the puja.

Public celebrations create an entirely

different scale. Community organisations
establish pandals, often turning them into
temporary centres of religious and cultural
activity. Volunteers manage decorations,
crowd arrangements, music, cultural pro-
grammes and daily worship. In major cele-
brations, the festival becomes a meeting
point for entire neighbourhoods.
The public form of Ganeshotsav has a partic-
ularly important history in Maharashtra,
where community Ganesh celebrations
became a major part of public life during the
late nineteenth century. Over time, the festi-
val spread widely and acquired distinctive
regional forms.

Today, Ganesh Chaturthi is celebrat-
ed across many parts of India. Each region
adds its own food, decoration, music and rit-
ual traditions. Some celebrations are intimate
and family-centred, while others attract large
crowds.

The festival also creates a temporary
economic ecosystem. Idol makers begin
working months in advance.
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a distinctive festive picture across
India. Hartalika Teej and Ganesh
Chaturthi are both observed on
the same calendar date, bringing
together two traditions with dif-
ferent rituals but a shared empha-
sis on devotion, family and com-
munity.

For families familiar with
both festivals, the date creates an
unusual combination.

morning may begin with
Hartalika Teej preparations,
including Shiva-Parvati worship
and the observance of the vrat,
while Ganesh Chaturthi prepara-
tions take place alongside them.
In some homes, the festival
atmosphere will therefore include
both the quiet discipline of Teej
and the colourful arrival of
Ganesha.

The calendar connection
comes from the Hindu lunisolar
system. Hartalika Teej is linked
with the Shukla Paksha Tritiya
tithi, while Ganesh Chaturthi fol-
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transition between these tithis

occurs in the morning of
September 14. In Indore, the
Tritiya tithi ends at approximate-
ly 7:06 a.m., with Chaturthi
beginning around the same time.
This is why both festivals are
observed on September 14 even
though they correspond to con-
secutive lunar tithis.

For a newspaper reader,
this calendar coincidence pro-
vides an opportunity to under-
stand something important about
Indian festivals:
dates are not simply selected
according to the Gregorian calen-
dar. Traditional observances
depend on lunar phases, tithis,
sunrise and regional panchang
calculations. As a result, major
festivals can move from one year
to another and occasionally
appear together on the same cal-
endar date.

The cultural contrast
between the two festivals is
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Ha“allka TBB] The Story of Faith, Parvati

and a Living Women's Tradition

Hartalika Teej occupies a special
place in India's festival traditions,

eral communities, women gather
together to sing traditional songs,
listen to the vrat katha and perform
rituals connected with Shiva and
Parvati.

Fasting is one of the most

significant features of Hartalika
Teej. Traditionally, some devotees
observe a strict nirjala fast, avoiding
both food and water throughout the
day. However, fasting practices vary
according to health, age, family tra-
dition and local custom. The reli-
gious significance of the vrat is root-
ed in devotion rather than simply the
physical act of going without food.
Married women have traditionally
observed the festival while praying
for the well-being and long life of
their husbands and for family happi-
ness. Unmarried women may also
observe Hartalika Teej with the tra-
ditional aspiration of finding a suit-
able life partner.
At the same time, the festival has
developed into a wider cultural
occasion that celebrates women's
participation in family and commu-
nity traditions. The visual culture
surrounding Teej is one of its most
recognisable features. Bright saris
and lehengas, jewellery, flowers,
mehendi, decorated swings and
colourful puja arrangements create a
distinctive festive atmosphere.
Traditional songs and stories also
help preserve memories and customs
that have been passed from one gen-
eration to another. Yet Hartalika
Teej is not frozen in the past.
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equally fascinating. Hartahka
Teej is strongly associated with
women's participation, fasting,
mehendi, traditional clothing,
songs and the worship of Shiva
and Parvati. Ganesh Chaturthi, on
the other hand, often has a strong
community character, with idols,
pandals, public celebrations,
music and cultural programmes.

Yet beneath these differ-
ences are several common
themes.

Both festivals are built
around faith. Both encourage
families to prepare together. Both
bring religious stories into every-
day life. Both have strong artistic
traditions, from Teej decorations
and mehendi to Ganesh idols and
elaborate pandals.

Both also demonstrate
the changing nature of Indian tra-
ditions.

A traditional Teej cele-
bration may once have been pri-
marily confined to the household
or close community.
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