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At least 14 newborns killed in

hospital fire in Pakistan's
Islamabad
WORLD.(Agency)

At least 14 newborn babies have died after a fire
broke out in the neonatal nursery of the gynaecology
ward at the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences
(PIMS) in Islamabad on Wednesday morning,
according to rescue officials and local media
reports. The fire broke out at around 7 am reportedly
after an air-conditioner compressor exploded inside
the nursery.Islamabad’s Chief Commissioner Sohail
Ashraf said an emergency fire call was made just
before 7 am local time Wednesday. Rescue teams

rushed to the spot and controlled the fire.

In a statement, according to the Dawn, the
Islamabad administration said that the fire broke out

They’ve done it before. “If

there is political will, there is

imports, including steel, dairy

an off ramp,” said former US

products, appliances and farm

trade negotiator Wendy Cutler.

equipment."You're at war when you
get attacked. We got attacked,"

Carney, who came to power last year

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

on the promise that he'd stand up to
US President Donald Trump, said
over the weekend.Doug Ford,

trade war, hitting each other with

The US and Canada have ramped up their

Ontario’s populist premier, told The

steep Associated Press on Monday that he

breakdown threatening to harm one of the

The US and Canada could pull back from an
all-out frade war. It's not clear that they will

50% US tariffs on certain Canadian §
goods by responding in kind on about #
$20 billion worth of American &

formerUS trade negotiator Wendy
Cutler.US-Canada trade talks typically
get testy, said Christopher Sands, who
heads the Center for US-Canada Studies
at Johns Hopkins University. The two
# neighbors have a long history of sparring
*over things like Canada’s protected dairy
— market and subsidized softwood lumber
exports.“We’ve gone through this with
Canadians before,” Sands said. “It’s
almost like it’s not real until somebody
walks away from the table. ... I’'m not
panicked.” There are reasons to think

on the third floor of the Mother and Child Hospital’s
ward. It said that rescue teams rushed to the scene,
with six fire brigade vehicles and four ambulances
taking part in the rescue operation.

“The fire was immediately brought under control
and the children were immediately shifted to the
intensive care unit,” it said, adding that 14 babies
had died.It said that an inqiry committee headed by
the additional deputy commissioner general had
been formed to investigate the incident, the report
added.

Mark Carney, the former
central banker who said 'no’
to Trump

MONTREAL.(Agency)

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney is more
seasoned as a banker than a politician but has shown
a confident touch in standing up to US President
Donald Trump and navigating a trade war that
threatens his nation's economy.

"We are masters in our own house," the prime
minister said on Saturday, just hours after breaking
off trade talks with the United States and ordering his
negotiators back to Ottawa.Despite the risks this
decision poses to Canada, which is heavily
dependent on exports to the US, Carney can boast of
broad support, with 76 percent of the public praising
his stance toward Washington, according to a
weekend poll."Mark Carney has the means to
achieve his ambitions because the country is behind
him," says Genevieve Tellier, a professor of political
science at the University of Ottawa.

After Washington slapped Canada with 50-percent
duties, Canada on Tuesday announced counter-
tariffs of its own.Former head of Canada's central
bank, Carney, 61, was not known for his charisma --
unlike his flamboyant predecessor Justin Trudeau,
from the same Liberal Party -- but has nevertheless
managed to kindle a patriotic flame among
Canadians weary of American attacks..

South Korea says Russian
military planes entered its
air defence zone

SEOUL .(Agency)

South Korea said on Wednesday it had scrambled
fighter jets in response to Russian military aircraft
entering its air defence zone, the second such
incursion in weeks.The relationship between the
countries has worsened since South Korea joined
Western sanctions following Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, and since Moscow built stronger ties with
North Korea.Seoul's defence ministry said multiple
Russian aircraft had entered and then left its air
defence identification zone over the East Sea, also
called the Sea of Japan."South Korea's military
detected the Russian aircraft before they entered the
zone and deployed Air Force fighter jets to prepare
for any contingency," it said, without giving details.
The Russian aircraft did not violate South Korean
airspace, it said.

new tit-for-tat tariffs. Despite the bravado
coming from both sides of the border,
though, analysts suspect the longtime
allies will eventually strike a deal to end a

conflict neither really wants.

The prospects for compromise looked
bleak Tuesday, with Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney reacting to new

United States.

Soon after, Trump declared his intention
to hammer the Canadian auto industry
with another set of import taxes if the
Canadians don’t “fall in line.” With the

was ready to escalate even further by
cutting off his province’s shipments of
electricity and critical minerals to the

A Montana man killed 8 relatives, including
4 kids, at Sunday dinner, family says

BILLINGS, Mont.(Agency)

A man killed eight of his relatives,
including four children, as they
gathered for Sunday dinner at a home
outside Billings, Montana, weeks
after his parents asked him to move
out, a family member told The
Associated Press.Brad Ireland,
whose former wife and two children
were among the dead, identified the
shooter as 44-year-old Alan Smith.
Smith's parents, who were also killed,
had asked him to move out, but he
returned on Sunday and opened fire,
Ireland said.The victims represented
four generations of the blended
family, ranging from a great-
grandmother in her 90s who used a
wheelchair to a 7-year-old girl,
according to Jennifer Mercer, a

neighbor and family friend who set
up an online fundraiser to help cover
funeral costs and other expenses, and
was authorized to release these
details.Gunshots followed by an
infernoPolice responded to the home
on Sunday evening and heard
gunshots coming from out back, just
before the house was completely
engulfed in flames. Investigators
confirmed Tuesday there were eight
victims, including four children, and
that the suspect had suffered a self-
inflicted gunshot wound and later
died.The investigation has been
complicated by concerns about the
structural integrity of the house after
the fire burned it to its foundation,
said Jeff Stovall, a spokesperson for
the Billings Police Department.

Firefighters fought the blaze until

around 1 a.m. Monday, according to
Billings Fire Department Chief Matt
Hoppel. The home is in a subdivision
outside of city limits that’s not
required to have fire hydrants.

Efforts to figh the fire were delayed
until the site was secure, allowing the
blaze to tear through the home.
12-year-old calls 911

Among those killed were Ireland’s
ex-wife, Megan Ghekiere, and their
two children, Owen Ireland, 13, and
Chloe Ireland, 7. Also killed were
Ghekiere’s two stepchildren with her
current husband: Landon Ghekiere,
15, and Charlotte Ghekiere, 12.

“The one thing we do know is that
Charlotte was the hero,” Mercer said.
“Charlotte called 911 and she tried to
save her family. And that’s something
the family does want out there.

Low on fuel, Indian Harop accidentally hit Pakistan’s Kirana
Hills nuke facility during Operation Sindoor: Ex-CDS

wFormer CDS Anil Chauhan said an
Indian Harop loitering munition
accidentally struck Pakistan’s
Kirana Hills after running low on
fuel during a failed radar-
hunting mission in Operation
Sindoor.

World.(Agency)

An Indian Harop loitering munition
accidentally struck Pakistan’s
Kirana Hills near Sargodha during
Operation Sindoor after running
critically low on fuel, former Chief
of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan has said, according to a
NDTV report.Speaking at the
Vivekananda Centre in New Delhi,
Chauhan reportedly clarified that the
incident was completely
unintentional and that India did not
deliberately target Pakistan’s nuclear

Iran says Hormuz strait still closed
despite transit corridor talks

facilities.

According to Chauhan, the Israeli-
designed Harop was deployed in the
Sargodha area to locate and destroy
Pakistani military radar installations.
However, the munition failed to
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identify its intended target and
continued searching while
consuming its available fuel.

The drone eventually ran critically
low on fuel. With its flight endurance
exhausted, it descended and struck
the Kirana Hills area, located

approximately 10 kilometres north
of Sargodha.The incident attracted
attention because Kirana Hills has
been linked to Pakistan’s nuclear
programme, raising concerns over
the potential impact on sensitive
infrastructure. Indian
officials, however, have
maintained that the area was
not intentionally targeted.
Chauhan’s account is
consistent with earlier
remarks by Air Marshal A K
Bharti, who served as the
Indian Air Force’s Director
General of Air Operations
during the conflict. Bharti
had also rejected claims that
India deliberately targeted
Pakistan’s nuclear facilities.
Chauhan’s remarks offer
further clarification on the Kirana
Hills incident, stressing that the
strike was an unintended
consequence of a failed radar-
hunting mission rather than a
deliberate attack on Pakistan’s
nuclear infrastructure.

world's largest trading relationships and
clouding efforts to renew the United
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement that
Trump negotiated during his first term,
experts cautioned that there's still time to
pull back from the brink of an even bigger
trade war.hey’ve done it before. “If there
is political will, there is an off ramp,”” said

something can be salvaged from the
rubble of bilateral trade talks that
collapsed Friday.First, the US tariffs that
Trump imposed Saturday cover just $20
billion worth — around 5% of
Canada’s exports to the United States and
are unlikely to do much lasting economic
damage.

Social media use on the rise
among Australian under-16s
after ban: data

SYDNEY.(Agency)

Australian under-16s are increasing their use of social
media apps such as Instagram and Tiktok despite a
world-leading ban, data provided by a parental control
software company showed Wednesday.Australia
implemented legislation barring children from social
media platforms in December, with the UK, France and
others following suit.Youngsters' use of social media
fell across the board when the legal restrictions were
first implemented, data from parental control app
Qustodio showed.But since then their social media
activity has climbed -- even approaching pre-ban levels
for some apps.The use of apps TikTok, Instagram and

Snapchat among 10-12 year olds and 13 to 15-year olds
was on the rise, data from parental control app
Qustodio showed.In the case of vide-sharing site
TikTok, 25.9 percent of 13-15 year-olds are still using
the app -- just over a percentage point lower than before
the ban came into force.And use among 10-12 year olds
was just 0.06 percentage points below where it was
before the ban."They could be accessing these
platforms with VPNs, or obfuscating their ages,"
Yasmin London, Global Online Safety Expert for
Qustodio, said."But it could really be as simple as
they're just accessing these apps because the
restrictions aren't working."The data also showed
children increasingly turning to messaging platform
WhatsApp, which is not affected by the ban.Qustodio
said the data was gathered by analysing anonymised
monthly social media app usage among Australian
children and showed the percentages of kids that had
used the app for more than five consecutive minutes at
least once in a given month.Australian officials have
said the ban is designed to protect children from online
bullying and '"predatory algorithms".A team of
Australia-based researchers in a peer-reviewed study
published in June found little evidence to suggest
teenagers have turned away from social media as a
consequence, however.New Zealand's government
also this week said it would introduce legislation that
could see firms like Meta fined up to 10 percent of their
global revenue if they fail to comply.

More than 50 kidnapped as violent
gang attack in Haiti leaves 47 dead

TEHRAN.(Agency)

Iran and Oman are discussing a temporary
transit corridor and mine-clearing for the
Strait of Hormuz, but Tehran warned on
Wednesday that the vital waterway will not
be reopened unless the United States ends
the war.Washington has announced fresh
sanctions aimed at pressuring Iran into
submission, with Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent threatening the Islamic republic
with "economic asphyxiation".

During talks in Tehran, foreign ministers
from Iran and Oman discussed a "phased
framework" that included setting up a "joint
temporary navigational corridor through the
Strait of Hormuz and an agreement to
implement a joint project to clear the Strait
of mines," according to a statement.

The two countries, both coastal states
bordering the strait, have sought to hammer
out a plan to regulate transit through it, as
laid out in a June US-Iran memorandum of
understanding.Iran's top diplomat Abbas
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Araghchi said on Tuesday that the proposed
framework is "case in point" showing how
his country's "commitment to peace and
stability is matched by steadfast diplomacy
with our neighbours".Nearly six months
after the United States and Israel went to
war against Iran, traftic through the Hormuz
strait remains largely paralysed, disrupting
global oil markets. Tehran has blockaded the
crucial waterway -- which normally carries
around one fifth of the world's oil and
liquefied natural gas exports -- while
Washington imposed a naval counter-
blockade on Iranian ports.Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Kazem Gharibabadi
warned on Wednesday that no military
vessel will be allowed to pass through the
Hormuz Strait."We closed the Strait of
Hormuz before the United States imposed
an economic blockade because the United
States failed to fulfil its commitments under
the memorandum of understanding,"
Gharibabadi said, according to state news
agency IRNA.
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The attack pierced the belief
that security in the troubled
Caribbean country was

improving.

TORONTO.(Agency)

At least 47 people were killed and more than
50 others kidnapped when armed men
attacked a once-peaceful community near
Haiti's capital earlier this week, the United
Nations said Tuesday.It is believed to be one
of the largest mass kidnappings in Haiti in
recent years, and one gang leader is
threatening to kill the hostages if authorities
kill any gang members as they try to secure
the community nestled in the hills above
Port-au-Prince.

Sunday's attack on Kenscoff pierced the
@ &
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belief that security in the troubled Caribbean
country was improving."This is a major
political and security test, for the

government, for the police and for the
international mission," said Romain Le Cour,
head of the Haiti Observatory at the Global

Initiative Against Transnational Organized
Crime.He said the threat of executing
hostages is a trap: If forces don't act, they've
failed to protect them; if they do and hostages
die, the gangs will blame the state.Kenscoff
resident Marc Paul 42, said gangs kidnapped
his brother, stepmother, stepfather and two

E SIS T I SEEEN I e @

cousins. He said his 16-year-old niece also
was kidnapped and raped but was able to
escape and has reunited with him."I had to
run over bodies," he said as he recalled how
he fled the attack. "I can't sleep knowing all
these people died."

Paul and his family had already lost their
home to a previous gang attack in January
d 2025, but he said it was not as violent as
Sunday's attack. Paul was upset about the
video the gangs posted: "My brother is
probably going to die.A threat posted on
social medialn a video posted on social
media, the gang leader threatened Vladimir
Paraison, director of Haiti's National Police.
"Paraison, if any of our soldiers are hurt, 1
will kill all of them," he said, referring to the
hostages.The gang mmber identified himself
as Izo 2, areference to 1zo, or Johnson André,
one of Haiti's most powerful gang leaders.

Le Cour said Izo 2 is also known as "Didi"
and leads the armed group in Kenscoff on
behalf of and in coordination with Izo and
other gang leaders.
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Kathmandu: A devastating
flash flood in Nepal's Bhote
Koshi River has left at least 95
people dead and 384 travellers
missing, including 105 Indian
nationals, after a sudden surge
of water swept through the
Himalayan nations Rasuwa
district on Wednesday.Shop-
ping For Authentic South
Asian Apparel

The preliminary figures re-
leased by the Nepal Tourism
Board (NTB) include 291
foreign nationals and 93 Ne-
pali citizens. Besides Indians,
missing foreign travellers in-
clude nationals of Australia,
the Netherlands, the United
States, Malaysia, the United
Kingdom and South Africa.
The list is still being verified
and could change as authori-
ties establish contact with af-
fected travellers.

The flood struck the Timure
and Syapru Besi areas near
Nepals border with Tibet,
destroying or severely damag-

Nepal Flash Flood Near Tibet Border: 95 Dead,

ing settlements, roads, bridges
and hydropower infrastruc-
ture. The sudden torrent also
disrupted  communications
and cut off key routes, making
rescue operations difficult.
Death Toll, Missing Persons
Rise

Nepali authorities have so far
recovered at least eight bodies
from Nuwakot and Dhading

105 IndzansAmong 384 Mzssmg

districts, according to police
officials cited by local media.
The toll remains provisional as
rescue teams continue search-
ing areas hit by the flood.

The disaster has also left secu-
rity personnel unaccounted
for. Twenty-six Nepal Police
personnel and seven Armed
Police Force personnel are
reported missing in Rasu-

wa, while employees of the
Rasuwa Customs Office in
Timure are also among those
whose whereabouts remain
unknown.

The Nepal Tourism Board has
cautioned that the 384 miss-
ing-traveller figure is prelimi-
nary, with authorities work-
ing alongside travel agencies,
Tourist Police, guides and

security agencies to verify the
status of those affected.
Rescue Operation Intensi-
fied

The Nepal Army, Nepal Police
and Armed Police Force have
launched a large-scale search-
and-rescue operation. Multi-
ple helicopters and disaster-
response teams have been
deployed, although damaged
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infrastructure, high water
levels and disrupted commu-
nications are complicating ef-
forts. Authorities have urged
residents living along the
Bhote Koshi and downstream
river corridors to move to
safer, higher ground as flood
risks persist.

Cause Under Investigation
The precise trigger for the

sudden flood remains under
investigation. Initial reports
pointed to a surge entering
Nepal from the Tibetan side,
while authorities are examin-
ing whether a glacier-related
event, including an avalanche
or glacial lake outburst, may
have triggered the disaster.
Reuters reported that the af-
fected Himalayan region has

also suffered similar flood
events in the past.

The disaster has caused ex-
tensive damage to Nepal’s
hydropower infrastructure.
Reuters reported that around
430 MW of hydropower ca-
pacity was disrupted, under-
lining the scale of the dam-
age.

PM Balendra Shah Reviews
Rescue Efforts

Nepal Prime Minister Balen-
dra Shah chaired an emer-
gency meeting to review
the situation and directed
authorities to intensify res-
cue and relief operations.
Officials have been asked to
maintain heightened vigi-
lance in downstream areas
and move displaced residents
to safer locations.

With hundreds of people still
unaccounted for and several
communities cut off, authori-
ties fear the casualty figures
could rise as rescue teams
reach more affected areas.

Nepal Flash Floods:
India Assures Full Support, Sends 10 Tonnes
of Relief Aid

New Delhi: India has assured Nepal of all possible human-
itarian assistance as devastating flash floods caused deaths,
destruction and widespread disruption in the neighbour-
ing country.

President Droupadi Murmu conveyed her sympathies to
Nepalese President Ramchandra Paudel and the people of
Nepal, expressing solidarity with the country during the
crisis. She said India stands ready to support the Nepal
Government in rescue and relief operations.

Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan also expressed grief
over the loss of lives, extended condolences to bereaved
families and prayed for the safe and swift rescue of those
missing.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke to Nepal Prime
Minister Balendra Shah and conveyed condolences over
the loss of lives. Modi said India stands firmly with the
people of Nepal and is ready to provide all possible hu-
manitarian assistance, while Indian teams are coordinating
closely on rescue and relief efforts.

Meanwhile, the Indian Embassy in Kathmandu issued
emergency helplines for Indian nationals affected by the
floods. Those requiring assistance can contact +977 985
131 6807 or +977 970 910 7500.

India has also dispatched 10 tonnes of Humanitarian As-
sistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) material and essential
medicines to Nepal to support emergency relief operations.

NTA to Release UGC NET June 2026 Results,
Final Answer Key This Week

New Delhi: The National Testing Agency (NTA) is set to
release the UGC-NET June 2026 results and final answer
keys this week, bringing relief to thousands of candidates
awaiting the outcome.

According to the NTA, final answer keys and results for
UGC-NET across 84 subjects, along with CSIR-NET and
ICAR AIEEA (PG) and AICE (PhD) 2026, will be pub-
lished on its official website.

The testing agency advised candidates to rely only on offi-
cial NTA communications and its website for result-related
updates and avoid unverified information circulating on-
line.

Candidates will be able to check their results and down-
load the final answer keys once they are officially released.

Bihar on High Alert After Nepal Flood: NDRF

Patna: Bihar has stepped up
its flood preparedness after
the devastating flash flood
in neighbouring Nepal trig-
gered fears of a sharp rise in
water levels in the Gandak
River, with authorities placing
several districts under height-
ened vigilance and deploying
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) teams.

The immediate focus is on
districts connected to the
Gandak river system, includ-
ing West Champaran, East
Champaran, Gopalganj, Sa-
ran, Muzaffarpur and Vaishali.
District administrations in
Sitamarhi and Sheohar have
also been directed to maintain
close watch on the evolving
situation.

NDRF Teams Deployed,
Rescue Plans Ready

An NDRF team has been de-
ployed in Gopalganj and Bet-
tiah, while another has been
kept on standby in Muzaffa-
rpur.

Authorities have also begun
preparing for possible evacu-
ations from vulnerable and
low-lying areas.

People living in flood-prone
parts of Bagaha in West
Champaran and Vaishali have

Teams Deployed

been advised to move to safer

locations if necessary. Officials
have been instructed to main-
tain round-the-clock surveil-
lance and keep rescue and
relief machinery ready.

The Bihar government has
also opened all 36 gates of the
Valmikinagar Gandak barrage
as a precautionary measure to
facilitate the smooth discharge
of water. Officials are closely
tracking the movement of the
flood wave downstream.
Gandak Water Level Under
Watch

The concern stems from the
flash flood in Nepal's Bhote
Koshi River, whose waters
feed into the wider river sys-
tem connected to the Gandak.

Officials have warned of a
possible sharp increase in the
Gandaks flow in Bihar.
According to the Bihar gov-
ernments flood monitoring
data, the Gandak at Dumaria-
ghat in Gopalganj had crossed
the danger level on Wednes-
day, while levels at Rewaghat
in Muzaffarpur, Hajipur in
Vaishali and Bagaha in West
Champaran were above their
respective warning levels.
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
and Water Resources Minister
Vijay Kumar Chaudhary said
the next few hours were cru-
cial but stressed that there was
no reason for panic as authori-
ties were closely monitoring
the situation.

Amit Shah Assures Centre’s
Support

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah spoke with Bihar Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary
over the emerging flood threat
and assured the state govern-
ment of all possible assistance.
The Centre has also moved to
mobilise disaster-response re-
sources, including the NDRE
The Bihar chief minister has
constituted a high-level team
to monitor the situation, while
senior officials have been di-
rected to remain on alert and
ensure that rescue and relief
arrangements can be activated
immediately. The develop-
ments come as Nepal battles
a major flash-flood disaster
near its Tibet border. The
flooding has caused extensive
destruction and raised con-
cerns downstream in India,
highlighting the vulnerabil-
ity of the transboundary river
systems linking the Himala-
yan region with the plains.
Authorities have urged resi-
dents in vulnerable areas to
remain alert, follow official
advisories and avoid ap-
proaching swollen rivers or
low-lying areas until the threat
subsides.

CSIR-NAL Unveils 3 Indigenous Gas Turbine
Engines for Defence

New Delhi: In a major
boost to Indias indigenous
aerospace and defence ca-
pabilities, the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search-National Aerospace
Laboratories  (CSIR-NAL)
on Tuesday unveiled three
micro and small gas turbine
engines developed for spe-
cialised defence applications.
The engines—NJ-05, NJ-50
and NJ-100—are designed
to deliver 5 kg, 50 kg and
100 kg of thrust, respective-
ly. According to the Ministry
of Science and Technology,
the propulsion systems are

intended for applications in-
cluding tactical unmanned
aerial  vehicles (UAVs),
drone interceptors and
compact missile systems.

CSIR Director General and
Secretary, Department of
Scientific and Industrial
Research, Dr N. Kalaiselvi,
said the indigenous develop-

ment of such specialised and
critical subsystems marks an
important milestone in ad-
vancing Atmanirbhar Bharat
in aerospace engineering.
CSIR-NAL Director Dr Ab-
hay A. Pashilkar said the
laboratory is evolving as a
key integrator for India’s ex-
panding drone ecosystem.

He underlined the poten-
tial of Indian industry and
the growing aerospace
start-up sector to manufac-
ture the advanced engines
at scale for the country’s
defence requirements.

Shorties

France Closes Karachi Consulate
After 5 Decades

Karachi: France is set to permanently close its consulate
in Pakistan’s Karachi after 50 years of service, outgoing
French Ambassador Nicolas Galey has announced.
Speaking at a farewell event in Karachi, Galey said the
consulate, which opened in 1976, would shut down follow-
ing the departure of Consul General Alexis Chahtahtinsky.
While a successor will take over his position in Islamabad,
the Karachi diplomatic post will not continue.

Galey said he had witnessed Karachi’s growth and transfor-
mation during his visits and praised Chahtahtinsky for his
work in strengthening France’s engagement with the city.
Despite the closure, he said the Alliance Frangaise would
remain France’s flagship institution in Karachi, while the
Pakistan-France Business Alliance would continue its ac-
tivities.

Galey, who has spent five years in Pakistan, also expressed
sadness at leaving the country.

IICT, Netflix Announce Scholarships for
100 Indian Storytellers

New Delhi: The Indian Institute of Creative Technologies
(IICT) and Netflix have announced scholarships for 100
students and working professionals to nurture the next gen-
eration of Indian storytellers.

Under the initiative, selected candidates will receive up to
80% financial support for six professional programmes, in-
cluding two one-year diploma courses and four six-month
certificate programmes.

The courses cover Interactive Comics and Sequential Arts,
Visual Effects Mastery, Virtual Art Department Content
Creation, Media Tech Workflow, Character Animation, and
E-Sports and Gaming Management.

The scholarships will be open to eligible students and work-
ing professionals across India, strengthening opportunities
in the country’s growing Animation, Visual Effects, Gam-
ing and Comics (AVGC) ecosystem.

The initiative follows Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
meeting with Netflix Co-CEO Ted Sarandos in August, dur-
ing which Modi highlighted India’s rich storytelling tradi-
tion and vast creative talent.

The Netflix India Storytelling Initiative was subsequently
launched to strengthen India’s creative talent pipeline and
equip aspiring storytellers with industry-relevant skills,
with the broader aim of positioning India as a global hub
for content creation.

Emergency Helplines

Indian Embassy in Kathmandu issued
emergency helplines for Indian nation-
als affected by the floods. Those requir-
ing assistance can contact +977 985 131
6807 or +977 970 910 7500.

Yogi’s Big Women-Centric Push:

50,000 College Girls to Get Scooties,
Free Bus Travel for 60+ Women

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
announced that 50,000 female
college students across the state
will be provided scooties in
October-November, in a major
push aimed at promoting girls’
education, mobility and self-
reliance.

Addressing an event, Yogi said
the government’s support for
daughters should extend from
birth through education, with
their safety, dignity and over-
all well-being remaining a key
priority. “Our goal is to ensure
that daughters pursue educa-

tion in a fear-free environment
and become self-reliant,” the
Chief Minister said, stressing
the need to create greater op-
portunities for women and
girls.

Free Bus Travel for Women
Aged 60+

Yogi also launched the ‘Lok-
mata Ahilyabai Matrushakti
Yatra, a scheme providing free
bus travel to women aged 60

-

years and above across Ut-
tar Pradesh. Describing the
initiative as a tribute to Matru
Shakti, the Chief Minister said
it would offer elderly women
greater convenience, dignity
and freedom of movement.

He further stressed the impor-
tance of strengthening wom-
en’s social and economic inde-
pendence, describing women
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as the foundation of society.

Yogi Takes Dig at Opposition
Taking a swipe at the opposi-
tion, Yogi claimed that Uttar
Pradesh had earlier witnessed
an atmosphere of insecurity,
poverty and unrest, but that the
situation had changed under
the BJP-led “double-engine”
government. He said his gov-
ernment has placed daugh-

ters and women at the centre
of several welfare initiatives,
focusing on their education,
safety and empowerment.
Highlighting the significance
of the initiatives around Rak-
sha Bandhan, Yogi said the
measures symbolise the gov-
ernment’s commitment to sup-
porting daughters and women
at different stages of life.
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India fastest-growing major
economy, offers strong
investment opportunities:
Sitharaman

New Delhi. (Agency)

India is the world's fastest-growing
major economy and offers investors a
combination of scale, sustained
growth, a young population,
expanding consumption and rapidly
deepening capital markets, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said
while pitching the country to
Canadian investors.

Addressing prominent members of
the Indian business community in
Toronto, Sitharaman said India
offered Canadian investors with a
long-term horizon an investment
proposition that was difficult to
match.

"India offers a combination that is
difficult to match: scale, sustained

National
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Build system to spot threat 20 years

At the National
Security Strategy

Conference, Amit
Shah called for a
security system that

can spot threats 15 to

20 years early. He said

stronger coordination,

technology and early

New Delhi (Agency)

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit National Security Strategy Conference was
Shah, speaking at the concluding session of that India must make its security system

the two-day National Security

Strategy Conference (NSSC) in New N

Delhi, said India must build a

proactive security system that -m'-

identifies emerging threats 15 to 20
years in advance and prevents them
from turning into major challenges.

He said security policy must not focus
only on dealing with existing threats
but must study international and
national trends and anticipate
potential problems before they
emerge.Shah said Prime Minister

ahead: Amit Shah's security plan for India

—

CHALLENGES TODAY
Shah said the most important message of the

in the future. Security agencies must then
prepare strategies now to prevent those
challenges.Shah said the country's
responsibility does not end with sustaining
today's successes. Security agencies and
e d ) - 2 ﬂ y police forces must also imagine the threats
i \ that could emerge in the coming years. He
J called for institutionalising a security
approach based on "identify first, act later".
LESSONS FROM NAXALISM,
NARCOTICS AND THE
NORTHEAST
Shah said previous governments could
have avoided decades of challenges if they
had visualised the problems of narcotics,
Naxalism and the Northeast during their
early stages.

growth, a young population,
expanding consumption and rapidly
deepening capital markets," she said.
Sitharaman said India's
transformation was structural, driven
by rapid urbanisation, a growing
middle class and world-class digital
infrastructure, creating opportunities
across virtually .

"Politically motivated': India
rejects "highly malicious'
remarks by UN racial
discrimination committee
New Delhi. (Agency)

India on Wednesday rejected the
United Nations Committee on the
Elimination of Racial
Discrimination's observations
concerning the country, saying the the
observations “politically motivated”
and “highly malicious”.

In an official statement, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) noted that
it has taken note of the remarks
released by the Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination
following India's 11th periodic review
under ICERD, conducted in Geneva
on August 11-12.

The MEA clarified that the exercise
constituted a routine treaty-body
review, in which India participated in
a spirit of constructive engagement. It
stressed that India's commitment to
combating racial discrimination
remains firm and unwavering.
Throughout the review process, India
underscored its constitutional
safeguards, comprehensive legal
framework, pluralistic ethos, and
continuous efforts directed at
safeguarding disadvantaged
communities.

"While we will respond to the
Committee's observations through the
established procedure, the inter-
Ministerial delegation, which was led
by the Solicitor General of India, Shri
Tushar Mehta, had already rejected
the sweeping generalisations,
unsubstantiated allegations, or
tendency to exceed the Convention's
mandate during the review meeting,"
the MEA stated.

"India rejects any politically
motivated highly malicious references
in the report with all the contempt that
it deserves," the ministry added.

intervention are

essential for India's

internal security and

2047 goal.
*

Narendra Modi has set the goal of making
India a developed country by 2047 and that
strong internal security is the first condition
for achieving that objective. He said India
must maintain a strong and stable security
environment if it wants to lead the world
across sectors.

FOCUS ON IDENTIFYING FUTURE

predictive rather than reactive. He said
tackling a problem after it becomes serious
proves to be more difficult and costly, while
identifying early warning signs and acting on
them proves more effective.

He said the NSSC should study international
trends over the next 15 to 20 years and
determine what new problems could emerge

Told Vijay Mekedatu dam is in Tamil Nadu's best

interest: DK Shivakumar on Cauvery row

Speaking at the India Today Roundtable Karnataka, Karnataka Chief Minister DK Shivakumar said he told his Tamil Nadu
counterpart Vijay that the proposed Mekedatu dam would protect Tamil Nadu's interests and Bengaluru's drinking water needs.

New Delhi/Bengaluru (Agency)

Karnataka Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
on Wednesday said he told his Tamil Nadu
counterpart Vijay that the proposed
Mekedatu dam project was in Tamil Nadu's
“best interest”, arguing that most of the
Cauvery water stored at the project would
ultimately be used by the neighbouring state.
Speaking at the India Today Roundtable
Karnataka, Shivakumar said he had also
raised the issue with Vijay during the 31st
Southern Zonal Council meeting at

told him (Vijay) very clearly, this dam is only to

for Karnataka and argued that around 95 per cent
of the water stored there would be used for
Tamil Nadu. “The Mekedatu project is not for
Karnataka. It is for Tamil Nadu. At least 95
per cent of the water, whatever will be stored,
will be used only for Tamil Nadu,” he
said.Shivakumar said Karnataka would not
be able to use the water stored at Mekedatu for
irrigation and that only the 10 TMC allocated
for Bengaluru's drinking water needs could be
drawn.

He said the project would allow excess
Cauvery water to be stored instead of flowing
into the sea during periods of high inflow.

Mahabalipuram last week. Notably, this was protect Tamil Nadu's interest and the drinking “This is a life-saving for Tamil Nadu, where we
Shivakumar's first media interview since taking Wwater of Bengaluru,” Shivakumar said.
over as Karnataka Chief Minister on June 3.“I He said the Mekedatu project was not primarily inimportant times will not go to the sea,” he said.

PM Modi To Interact With Students Ahead Of National Sports Day

want to see that the water which comes out more

The programme comes as the government seeks to deepen its engagement with young Indians and encourage greater

participation in sports, fitness and nation building.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will interact
with students and young people from across

India on Thursday through the Khelo India
Dialogue, a nationwide programme that
places sports, youth leadership and civic
participation at the centre of the
government's outreach efforts ahead of
National Sports Day.

The interaction, organised by Mera Yuva
Bharat (MY Bharat), will be held through
video conferencing at 11 am and is
expected to connect with students from
two colleges in every district across states
and Union Territories.

The programme comes as the government

Indians and encourage greater participation in
sports, fitness and nation building. Officials
say the initiative is intended to create a direct
platform where students can share ideas and

el

suggestions on the future of sports and youth

seeks to deepen its engagement with young development in the country.

e

New Delhi. (Agency)

No one should engage in 'narrow
politics': Mayawati on hijab row

their use for "narrow politics".

beliefs of all faiths," she said in a post on

beliefs and practices.
On the issue of wearing hijab to schools,

local level through mutual understanding

urging people to respect the sanctity of religious

Mayawati said, "Instead of giving these matters
undue importance and turning them into legal
disputes in courts, they should be resolved at the

Amid the ongoing hijab controversy, BSP supremo Mayawati on Wednesday called for
such disputes to be resolved locally through mutual understanding, cautioning against

The former Uttar Pradesh chief minister said the Constitution, framed under the
leadership of Dr B R Ambedkar, guarantees equal rights to people of all religions and
communities."Everyone has the right to live a
peaceful and happy life on the basis of the
religious scriptures, religious customs and

X’

and

~\

wisdom between school management and the government and administration."Mayawati

A major segment of the event will be the "Yuva
Samvaad", during which participants will
discuss issues ranging from sports
infrastructure and coaching facilities to
leadership, volunteering and social
responsibility.

According to officials, discussions will focus
on improving access to sports facilities,
strengthening coaching and sports science
support systems, identifying talent for long
term athlete development and preparing India
for future Olympic ambitions, including the
2036 Games.

Youth leadership is also expected to feature
prominently, with conversations around
volunteering, governance platforms and the
role of young citizens in India's development
journey.

He credited the Centre, state police forces,
central agencies and the Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) with working together to
eliminate challenges in these three major
internal security hotspots. He also credited
security forces and state police with these
successes and said better coordination
between the Centre and states can help

'Achche din’ turn costly:
Congress takes aim at Modi
government over rising prices
New Delhi. (Agency)

- The Congress on Wednesday stepped
up its attack on the Modi government over
rising prices of essential commodities,
saying the BJP’s promise of “achche din”
had instead translated into repeated
pressure on household budgets.

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge
said the government was attempting to
evade accountability by resorting to
“distracting stunts and nonsensical talk”,
but the party and the public would continue
to raise questions over inflation.
Highlighting the rise in prices of everyday
essentials, Kharge said onion prices had
increased by up to 59 per cent over the past
year and were selling at Rs 50-60 a kg in
several cities. Sugar, he said, was priced at
Rs 60-70 a kg and had touched Rs 72 in
some places, while mustard oil was selling
for more than Rs 200 a litre.

Kharge also cited food inflation at 5.52 per
cent and wholesale inflation at 9.78 per
cent, and questioned the government over
the impact of rising prices on ordinary
households, particularly during the festive
season.

“It’s been 12 years of BJP government, and
the reality of ‘achche din’ is that
sometimes lentils, sometimes vegetables,
sometimes oil, sometimes sugar keep
wrecking the common person’s budget,”
he said.

The Congress had on Monday also
targeted the Centre over “skyrocketing”
inflation, asking how poor and middle-
class families were expected to make ends
meet despite the government’s claims of
having delivered “achche din”.

The opposition party has repeatedly
accused the Modi government of failing to
rein in prices of essential commodities and
warned that voters would remember the
impact of inflation.

Vijay scrapping Parandur a costly call? How
badly does Chennai need a second airport?

Tamil Nadu CM C Joseph Vijay has scrapped Parandur as the site for Chennai's second airport and promised an alternative. DMK chief MK Stalin, whose government
selected the site, has called the decision an 'irreversible setback'. But how urgently does Chennai need another airport? Will Vijay's decision prove costly?

of Chennai), which the previous DMK Tamil Nadu's growth."
administration had finalised for the project. "Tamil Nadu's interests cannot be

New Delhi (Agency)

With the Delhi-NCR and the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR) now
operating their second airports, and the
announcement of a second one at Kalyani
near Kolkata, Chennai looked set to join
the list of Indian urban centres with
multiple airports. But Chennai's journey to
joining the list is now back at the site-
selection stage after Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay on Monday

mortgaged for petty political
considerations... Taken without foresight,
planning or consultation, this decision by
the TVK government is a devastating blow
to the employment dreams of Tamil Nadu's
youth," the DMK supremo said.

i By scrapping Parandur after years of
planning, clearances and land acquisition,
Vijay has effectively sent Chennai's
second-airport project back to the drawing

politics" under the guise of such disputes.

\With the school uniform.

said such an approach would ensure that no one gets an opportunity to engage in "narrow

"The BSP is an Ambedkarite party that guarantees respect for all sections of society and
the safety of their lives, property and religion," she said, urging people to refrain from
commenting on sensitive matters concerning any religion, religious scriptures or
beliefs.Her remarks came days after the Allahabad High Court dismissed a petition filed
by a minor student of a private school in Prayagraj seeking permission to wear a hijab

J

scrapped the Parandur project, the |
proposed site for the city's second
airport.It's important to note that the Vijay
government has not cancelled the plan for
Chennai's second airport. The TVK
government has cancelled the site near
Parandur (around 70 kilometres south-west

board. So, how costly is Vijay's decision to
scrap Parandur? And how badly does
Chennai need a second airport when
decongestion of the existing Chennai
International Airport (in the heart of the city
in Meenambakkam) is only one part of the
argument?

Vijay said the government would look for an
alternative site for the proposed greenfield
project.

Reacting to the move, former Tamil Nadu
CM MK Stalin, in a post on X, called the
announcement "an irreversible setback for
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How ancient epics like
Odyssey, Mahabharata are
reframed for today’s
audiences

I finally watched Christopher Nolan’s ‘The
Odyssey’. Western cinema stands out in how it
brings the ancient world to life on screen. In our
movies, even when the story is about Emperor
Ashoka or Akbar, they end up singing with the
heroine.Both the Greek epics ‘The Odyssey’ and
‘The Iliad’ are usually credited to the poet Homer.
‘The Iliad’ focuses on the anger of the greatest
Greek warrior, Achilles, who stops fighting after a
dispute with Agamemnon, the king of Mycenae.
He only returns to battle after Hector, the Trojan
prince, kills his close friend Patroclus, and then
Achilles kills Hector. Odysseus also appears in
‘The Iliad’ as a leading strategist. He later becomes
the main character in ‘The Odyssey’.

After the war, Odysseus spends more than 10 years
trying to get home because he has angered
Poseidon, the god of the sea. On his way back to his
island of Ithaca and his loyal wife Penelope, he
faces monsters, curses, and the schemes of the
gods. The film does a great job of taking viewers
back to a world from 3,200 years ago. Watching
Wolfgang Petersen’s ‘Troy’ (2004) can help you
understand the background of the Trojan War.In
one flashback, Nolan shows Odysseus, who won
the war through trickery, deeply shaken by the
massacre in the city and overwhelmed with guilt.
He cries because he broke the sacred code of
hospitality and trust linked to god Zeus.

This made me think of Yudhishthira in
‘Mahabharat’. After winning the terrible war of
Kurukshetra and killing his cousins, Yudhishthira
doesn’t celebrate. Instead, he falls into a deep
crisis. He is devastated by the destruction and looks
at the battlefield, asking himself: ‘What kind of
victory is this, when all I have gained is a
graveyard?In fact, in many epics, the real tragedy
isn’t losing, but winning. Ashoka also seems to
have asked himself a similar question after the
Battle of Kalinga.In Thomas Malory’s 1485
romance ‘Le Morte D’ Arthur’, King Arthur spends
his whole life building the utopian kingdom of
Camelot but, eventually, it falls apart because of
civil war and his son Mordred’s betrayal.

In Shakespeare’s play ‘Macbeth’, Macbeth kills
King Duncan in a plot and takes the Scottish throne.
Although this is exactly what he wanted, as soon as
he becomes king, he finds no peace. Instead, he
feels only guilt, sleepless nights, and mental pain.
In Sophocles’ Greek tragedy ‘Antigone’, Creon,
the King of Thebes, manages to enforce his law
against Antigone. But this victory leads to a series
of suicides, including by his son Haemon and his
wife Eurydice. By the end, Creon mourns over his
family and wishes for death.

In the same way, even though Aurangzeb made the
Mughal Empire bigger than ever, looking back
during his last days, he saw more failure than
success.In  Winston Churchill’s only novel,
‘Savrola: A Tale of the Revolution in Laurania’,
published in 1900, Savrola leads a democratic
revolution in the fictional Republic of Laurania in
1888 and overthrows a dictator. After a night of
fierce fighting, he walks up a hill and looks at the
destruction. Instead of feeling like a winner, he
sighs, ‘This is my work.’

Yet Odysseus’ remorse after the Trojan War is
Nolan’s own interpretation. In Homer’s story,
Odysseus regards the victory at Troy as a triumph
of his courage and ingenuity; there is no
comparable sense of moral guilt over the
destruction of Troy. Nor does he renounce violence
or fundamentally alter his worldview. Nolan has
therefore created this moral crisis in his film to
explore more deeply the psychological wounds left
by war.The 1989 film ‘The Mahabharata’ by
British director Peter Brook, too, gives a unique
take on an ancient epic. Both directors had the same
challenge: making a 3,000-year-old story matter to
people today.Brook chose to downplay its
supernatural and miraculous parts.

Main Vaapas Nahin Jaunga

| wonder what my parents, who bharely survived Partition, would have made of ‘Main Vaapas Aaunga’

It’s been years since I read Fyodor Dostoevsky’s novel, the
wonderfully complex ‘The Brothers Karamazov’. Of the
many currents in that book, like belief in God, morality,
free will and patricide, one tiny part of the classic has
overtaken all others to remain embedded in my head.That
bit concerns a folktale about a woman who, as a result of
her selfish ways, is thrown into a lake of fire in hell. Then
an angel remembers that she once gave a beggar an onion
from her garden. God tells the angel to hold that onion out
to her and pull her out of hell. As she is being pulled away,
other sinners grab on to her legs to also try and escape.
She kicks them away, shouting: ‘I am to be pulled out, not
you. It was my onion, not yours.” The onion breaks and
she falls back. In that breaking onion, in that angry line, in
the word ‘my’, there is a world of metaphors, parables
and endless lessons.Across history, combinations and
challenges have come from variables and from the
absence of constants. Patience and resilience, when
combined, await opportunity. Then the hammer strikes. A
battleground soaked by rain can change the course of
events or someone who was blindly trusted can turn out to
be a traitor — the past is full of examples like these.Did
the British Empire ever think that a thin, loincloth-clad
man whose creed was non-violence would catalyse the
collapse of the world’s largest, wealthiest and most
powerful domain that the planet had known? It happened.
Call that ‘Factor X’. The Unknown, the event, the person
thatno one anticipated, far less predicted.

During the Emergency of the 1970s, when civil liberties
had been crushed, my father and uncles, or he and a
couple of friends, would huddle and talk. The gist of their
conversations was: “Is this what we got Independence
for? The only difference seems to be that earlier the
colonisers were from another nation, now they are from
our own.” This may be a little simplistic, but the kernel of
truth is there. This remains to the present day.During the
Emergency, a habeas corpus petition filed by Bharti
Nayar challenged the illegal detention of her husband,
prominent journalist Kuldip Nayar, under the draconian
Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA). My
father’s friend was a part of the Division Bench of the
Delhi High Court that ruled in favour of Nayar, ordering
his release and stating that the right to personal liberty and
legal procedures under the law still applied despite the
proclamation of Emergency. Almost needless to add, the
powers that be were rather displeased and the judge was
sidelined. The spine showed then was acknowledged at
the end of that unhappy period of our democracy.

Much earlier, in another part of the country, around the time
of Partition, an uncle joined the RSS for a while. With the

extended family having been slaughtered almost by the
score, my mother and her sisters were trained in self-
defence and the use of firearms by members of the
‘shakha’. Years apart, one had done his duty as demanded
by his profession; the other had been drawn by emotion
and by something that had given hope and support in a
trying time. Despite contrary perspectives, was either
anti-national or seditious? If anything, both were
immensely patriotic.

The difference lay in their interpretation and application of
the word ‘patriotic’. The meeting ground could only be
basic humanity, plain common sense, the rule of law and
critically, in what was enshrined in the Constitution.
History, like it or not, remembers those with a spine and
those without.Despite the horror where it has its roots,
there is gentleness in Imtiaz Ali’s film, ‘Main Vaapas
Aaunga’. For good reason, the review aggregator, Rotten

Rethink death sentence in execution review

Tomatoes, has given it an overall positive review. It has
much of what makes a film memorable — a good story,
good acting, good musical score and much else. This
brings me to why I’ve mentioned it in August, around the
anniversary of both Independence and Partition. I wonder
what my parents, who barely survived Partition, would
have made of this film.I can almost step into my father’s
shoes and say that it is unlikely that it would have
resonated with him. That has nothing to do with the film,
but with views that were shaped by the events of his life
by the years that preceded Partition and by those that
followed.His take always was, ‘Main Vaapas Nahin
Jaunga’ (I will not go back). For him, that door had closed
and events had nailed it shut. At various points, he received
opportunities to visit Lahore, where he was born and grew
up. His answer was consistent: “Thank you. I have very
happy memories. I would like to leave them at that.”

The question cannot be reduced to how much pain an execution causes or how long it takes. It
should be whether the State should continue to take the life of a person it has convicted

The Supreme Court has again upheld hanging as a valid
method of executing a death sentence. It also said the
method can be reconsidered if evidence of an alternative
emerges, while allowing the Centre to explore faster, less
painful and dignified methods. The petition was about the
manner of execution. But changing the method does not
change the nature of punishment. Whether a person is
hanged or killed by another method, the result is the same.
It is retributive, not reformative, justice. The question
cannot be reduced to how much pain an execution causes
or how long it takes. It should be whether the State should
continue to take the life of a person it has convicted.

India’s judicial record shows why the punishment remains
contested. Currently, 574 prisoners are on death row, the
highest number since 2016. From 2016 to 2025, sessions
courts handed 1,310 death sentences. High courts
confirmed 70, commuted 411 to life terms and acquitted
285. Project 39A data says only about one in 20 death
sentences between 2000 and 2015 were upheld on appeal.

The overwhelming majority did not survive higher
judicial scrutiny.The bigger concern is that death cannot
be reversed. In Manoj vs Madhya Pradesh (2022), the
Supreme Court laid down mandatory protocols to prevent
death sentences from being imposed without proper
consideration of mitigating circumstances, a convict’s
mental state, background and capacity for reform. If the

Touchstones: Qur patriotic celebrations

justice system requires such careful examination before
imposing the death penalty, the risk of irreversible
misstep is clear.

The recent Muzaffarnagar episode adds another reason for

caution. A trial court judge gave 22 death sentences in 10
cases over four months, raising concerns about judicial
temperament and how trial courts respond to pressure in
cases involving heinous crimes and strong public
pressure.Abolishing the death penalty does not make the
criminal justice system pacifist. Serious and atrocious
crimes can still be punished with life imprisonment,
including without remission where the law permits. The
State does not have to take a life to punish a convict.
Moreover, the plain truth is that an innocent person
executed cannot be brought back. The Supreme Court has
left the question of the method of execution open to future
evidence. The country should use this moment to discuss
the larger issue of whether India needs capital punishment
atall.

The mood still shines through despite the cynicism, funny memes and muggy weather

So much has happened since I wrote my last column,
almost three weeks ago, that even though I try to keep
away from commenting on current affairs, [ have to reflect
on the new trends emerging in public celebrations. Let me
begin with my own memories of the Independence Day
celebrations in my childhood. Of course, we loved the
holiday that came with it but since I studied in a convent
run by German nuns, there was no attempt to involve the
students in any meaningful way.As day scholars (not
boarders), we balanced our lives between that very
‘phoren’ education and the values practised by our family
and the rest of the town. My father used to hoist the flag in
the lawn of our house and his staff came to participate
even though that meant a stiff climb to our Nainital home
in the high Ayarpata area. The previous evening, flowers
were tucked into the flag to be hoisted in the morning and
carefully mounted on the tall flagpole. After it was over,
my mother would serve tea and homemade snacks to all
those who were there. We watched the whole ceremony
(accompanied by children from the neighbouring houses)
and after the elders had gone home, we enacted our own
version of it. A smaller copy of the high flagpole (often
justa crooked branch from a tree) was erected on the other
side of the large lawn and we did our own version of the
solemn ceremony my father used to preside over. We
saluted the flag, sang the National Anthem lustily and
marched round and round the lawn, saying ‘left right’.Our
patriotism was probably greater than what was on display
in the other ceremony and how we loved to pretend we
were grown-ups. The previous evening, we all crowded
round our ancient radio to hear the President’s message to
the nation, delivered by President Dr S Radhakrishnan,
surely the most thrilling orator of his time. We weren’t
allowed even to speak or get up until it was over. Mind
you, this wasn’t just in our home but in every home around

us.The same reverence was accorded to the Prime
Minister’s speech from the ramparts of the Red Fort by the
one and only Chacha Nehru. No forced shouts of Vande
Mataram, just a moving speech heard in rapt attention by
the whole nation. There was a difference in that when I
compare it to the state-choreographed version of the
present times. Is it because we are now older and therefore
more cynical, or is there a gradual ebbing away of the
spontaneity that marked our celebrations all those years
ago? Perhaps that is part of the reason but the muggy,
miserable weather when the entire diplomatic corps, the

Army bigwigs and the high officials of the government
are expected to be present in formal suits, ties or
bandhgalas, wiping their sweaty faces, takes away the joy
that should be the primary mood of such an
occasion.Later, when I was married and we took part in
the official Independence Day celebrations, where my
husband had to do what was his duty as a government
servant and hoist the flag, the childhood memory refused
to go away. The reception at the Governor’s At Home in
the evening (or the President’s At Home in Rashtrapati
Bhavan when we moved to Delhi) was a nightmare of

another kind. The tea served was often a mishmash of
what the historical records from colonial times showed
(tea, cakes and sandwiches) alongside chhola bhaturas,
samosas, sticky sweets or juicy rasgullas and gulab
jamuns that sat uneasily together on one’s plate. A
separate enclosure, with a cordoned-off area, was created
for the Prime Minister and his Cabinet colleagues, the
Chief Justice and important Opposition leaders, and
people gawped at them from afar. [ can well imagine how
uncomfortable it must be for those who were gawped at.

I could go on and on but this is not the occasion to dampen
the patriotic mood that still shines through despite the
cynicism, funny memes and muggy weather. Something
stirs one each time one hears the National Anthem, no

| matter who you are or what your political and ideological

position may be. To boycott the ceremony and not attend
the reception is justnoton.

Moving on, I am relieved that we are finally confronting
the trauma suffered during Partition. It has taken almost
75 years for us to acknowledge what a cruel and
horrifying effect it had on those who lost loved ones,
homes and their land. What is worse, it drove a wedge
through the subcontinent that made neighbours into
enemies, languages into cultural battles and irretrievably
damaged the bonhomie between two faiths. The colonial
state and the British have a lot to answer for to all those
who they permanently crippled, both culturally and
socially.It is thus ironic that their own lands are now
facing the problems that they inflicted on their erstwhile
territories. Europe and Britain are wondering how to go
back to the time when they were racially ‘pure’. Rare is
the country in that part of the world that will soon not be
overrun by people who will occupy the land they
considered ‘theirs’. I may not be alive to see that but I
think we in the subcontinent know that story well.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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| can hear the national
anthem: Ancy Sojan's
Asian Games prep begins
with a dream

W e

Bhubaneshwar. (Agency)

When young Indian badminton sensation
Ayush Shetty was drawn against World No. 1
Shi Yu Qi, coach Vimal Kumar asked him to
write a note on his mirror: “17th August is a
bad day for Shi Yu Qi.”Ayush saw those
words every day in the build-up to the
Badminton World Championships in Delhi.
When he finally stepped on court, he made
them come true, beating the defending
champion in three games and pulling off one
of the tournament’s biggest upsets.For
Indian long jumper Ancy Sojan, the process
has been remarkably similar.

n Saturday, August 22, Ancy competed in the
World Athletics Silver-level meet in
Bhubaneswar, an event crucial to her build-
up for the Asian Games. Ancy won the event
with a jump of 6.71 metres, comfortably
beating Shaili Singh's 6.56m, who took home
the silver medal.For Ancy, however, the best
jump of the night was average. She knew that
she was nowhere near her best. Speaking to
India Today after the event, Ancy revealed
that she was struggling with an injury that
kept her far from her best."I have a little bit of
a knee issue going on, and I have not been
able to take off on the jump the way [ want to.
I am looking forward to the Asian Games. I
am really tired because I started my season
quite early. I want to take rest now and then
arrive at the Asian Games fresh," Ancy said.
THE POWER OF VISUALISATION
2026 has been a big year for Ancy Sojan. She
broke the long-standing national record of
the legendary Anju Bobby Geroge with a
6.88m effort in Bhubaneshwar in June. She
also has three jumps in excess of 6.70m,
making her one of the strongest contenders
for Gold at the Asian Games.

Her 6.88m national record, combined with
three consecutive jumps beyond 6.70m, has
made Ancy one of the strongest contenders
for gold at the Asian Games. The Gold at the
Asian Games in 2023 was won by China's
Xiong Shiqi with a 6.73m effort. Ancy
finished with a silver there with 6.63m.

Will Pucovski, who
retired at 27 due to
multiple concussion
injuries, sues school

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former Australia cricketer Will Pucovski,
whose promising cricket career was cut
short at the age of 27 due to multiple
concussion injuries, has taken legal action
against his former school. Pucovski has
sued his school over the first serious head
injury he suffered as a teenager.

First reported by Code Cricket, Pucovski's
lawyers have filed a statement of claim
against Brighton Grammar, alleging that
the Melbourne private school failed in its
duty of care after he suffered a concussion
during an Australian rules football training
session in 2014.Pucovski was 16 at the
time.The incident has taken on greater
significance in light of what followed.
Pucovski went on to suffer 13 documented
concussions during his cricket career
before an independent medical panel
recommended that he retire from the sport
in 2024.He was considered one of the
biggest batting talents in Australia during
his formative years in professional cricket.

The legal case centres on what happened
immediately after that first concussion at
Brighton Grammar. Pucovski was knocked
unconscious during the football training
session but, according to the reported
statement of claim, returned to training
within minutes of being hit. He
subsequently missed months of school
because of the effects of the
injury.Speaking at a Lord's Taverners event
earlier this year, Pucovski described the
incident in striking detail and said he had
never felt the same after that day.
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Serena and Alcaraz give New York a show

Serena Williams returned to
Arthur Ashe Stadium with Carlos
Alcaraz in the US Open mixed
doubles event. Their brief run
ending in the quarter-finals gave
the revamped format the star
power and theatre organisers

sought.
‘ I
Mackay. (Agency)

It was a sensational pairing, one that existed
for just two matches but produced enough
magic to linger long after the scoreboard
had stopped.Serena Williams was on fire.
Four years after her tearful farewell from
the US Open and the sport, the 44-year-old
returned to Arthur Ashe Stadium and
reminded tennis fans that time had done
little to dull her serve, reflexes or
competitive fire.And standing alongside
her was Carlos Alcaraz. The unlikely pair

US Open: Roger Federer beats Andy Roddick on
return, wows fans with vintage backhands

Roger Federer rolled back the years on his return to Arthur Ashe Stadium, dazzling a packed New York crowd with trademark

became one of the biggest attractions of the
revamped US Open Mixed Doubles
Championship, grinning and giggling their
way through their opening-round win
before their run ended in the quarter-
finals.The first-round match against
Erin Routliffe and Lloyd Glasspool was k&
everything the New York crowd had
hoped for. Williams served bombs,
returned with power and produced the
kind of quick reactions at the net that had
made her one of the greatest players in
tennis history.Alcaraz, at times, looked
almost like a fan himself. The Spaniard
joined in with his own athleticism and
touch around the net, but there were
moments when his reaction to Williams'
shots said everything. One point saw the
pair scrambling across the court,
combining power, speed and reflexes
before earning a huge roar from the
crowd.For Williams, this was a return to the
biggest stage in American tennis after her
emotional farewell in 2022. For Alcaraz, it
was his first competitive appearance in
almost five months after a wrist injury.
'COOL PAIR’

He admitted afterwards that he was
nervous."l think everyone could see, I
double-faulted the first point. So I was
really, really nervous," Alcaraz said.

"Playing alongside Serena, it's still

competition, full crowd. I was out for
almost five months. I almost forget how I
feel stepping on the court once
again.Williams, he said, made the
comeback easier."It was just a couple
games. She made it really easy for me. Just
trying to enjoy and go for it every
time."Williams was enjoying herself

backhand winners. Federer played Andy Roddick, and beat his longtime rival and friend in a 6-3 exhibition win.

New Delhi. (Agency). (Agency)

Roger Federer rolled back the years at
Arthur Ashe Stadium as the five-time US
Open champion returned to the iconic
court for the first time since 2019,
dazzling fans with a 6-3 win over longtime
rival Andy Roddick in an exhibition
match.The Swiss legend may have retired
from professional tennis, but there were
moments when it felt like he had still got it
in him to play at the highest level. Federer
produced trademark backhand winners
and exquisite passing shots, leaving
Roddick and a packed Arthur Ashe
Stadium mesmerised as the two former
rivals turned back the clock in New
York.The 45-year-old needed just 35
minutes to get the better of Roddick in the
one-set exhibition contest, breaking the
American in the eighth game before
holding his nerve to serve out the match.

But the score was almost beside the point.

Badminton back to 15 points: Is it feeling the
heat from pickleball and padel?

Lund, the BWF secretary general, is

New Delhi. (Agency)

For 20 years, badminton has been played
to 21. From January 2027, it will be
played to 15.That sounds like a small
change, but it is not.The 2026 BWF
World Championships in New Delhi will
go down as the last edition played under
the familiar three-games-to-21 format.
From January 4, 2027, badminton will §
return to three games of 15 points, with
the game still able to stretch to 21 in a
setting situation. The BWF members
approved the change in April after a long
period of testing and consultation. For a
sport that has spent the best part of two
decades living with 21, the question is
obvious: why change now?The official
answer is player welfare, workload,
scheduling and the need to make matches
more consistent in duration. Thomas

to remember at US Open mixed doubles

t0o."The same thing. Just have fun," she
said. "This is such a bonus for us to be out
here. To play with Carlos is honestly so
cool. We're just out here having fun."That
chemistry helped turn the mixed doubles

event into something more than a
" sideshow.The US Open introduced
the revamped format in 2025,
moving mixed doubles into a
standalone slot before the singles
tournament and putting some of the
sport's biggest singles names on the
court. The debut was a commercial
success, with sellout crowds and a
star-studded field, although some
established doubles players criticised
the format for marginalising
specialist pairings.The second
edition again produced its share of
drama. Top seeds Novak Djokovic and
Aryna Sabalenka were beaten in the first
round by Henry Patten and Katerina
Siniakova, the experienced doubles pair
winning 1-4, 4-2, 10-2. Siniakova sealed
the upset with an ace.But even that could
not compete with the spectacle of Serena
and Alcaraz sharing a court.

Bruno Fernandes only 2nd

Portuguese after Ronaldo to win

PFA Player of the Year

This was about Federer being back on
Arthur Ashe Stadium, the court where he
created some of the most memorable
chapters of his extraordinary career.The
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He began with a backhand winner down
the line in the second game, immediately
showing that the shot which became one
of the defining features of his game had
not deserted him. Roddick responded
with his trademark power on serve, but

packed stands gave the Swiss a hero's
welcome, with fans sporting the familiar
RF logo as Federer walked back onto the
world's biggest tennis stadium for the first
time in seven years.

And Federer gave them plenty to cheer
about.

generation. The two former US Open
finalists kept the contest competitive, even
if there were no ranking points or Grand
Slam stakes on the line.

Federer eventually found the decisive
opening in the eighth game, breaking
Roddick atlove to move 5-3 ahead..

have long been established, and tennis has

Federer continued to find ways to
make tA particularly brilliant
backhand passing shot in the sixth
game brought the crowd to its feet as
Federer stepped up the pressure on
Roddick.he court look smaller than it
really wasThe American, who is
almost 44, fought back with the

New Delhi. (Agency)

booming serves that had made him one
of the most feared players of his

Manchester United captain Bruno Fernandes
has joined Cristiano Ronaldo as only the
second Portuguese player to win the PFA
Player of the Year award, after a sensational
2025-26 season in which he broke the Premier
League record for assists.

Fernandes provided 21 assists in the Premier
League last season, the most by any playerin a
single campaign, while also scoring nine goals
as Manchester United finished third in the
English top flight. His performances earned
him the award, which is voted for by members
of the Professional Footballers'
Association.The 31-year-old becomes only the
second Portuguese player to receive the
honour after Ronaldo, who won it in
consecutive years in 2007 and 2008 during his

emphatic that there is no radical
reinvention."It's not a revolution. It's an
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evolution of the scoring system," Lund
said in Delhi, which hosted the BWF
World Championships last week.

But a harder question hangs over the sport:
is it also looking over its shoulder?
Pickleball and padel have exploded across
markets where traditional racket sports

had to confront that competition more
openly. Novak Djokovic recently
proposed a radical rethink of tennis
scoring, suggesting four-game sets and no-
ad scoring while retaining the best-of-five
format at Grand Slams. His argument was
that matches should fit more comfortably
into a two-hour window and become easier
for modern audiences to follow.It's no
longer a secret that established racket
sports are not just competing with each
other for elite audiences, but for court
space, participants, time and attention.

In Britain, tennis clubs are now grappling
with how to accommodate padel without
allowing it to cannibalise tennis
infrastructure. The debate is not simply
about which racket sport is better; it is
about space, accessibility, economics and,
ultimately, who gets people's time.

first spell at Old Trafford.Fernandes'
recognition also extends Manchester United's
dominance in the history of the men's award.
United players have now won the PFA Player
of the Year award 12 times, more than any
other club in England and Wales.Fernandes
was particularly influential under Michael
Carrick, who gave the United captain and the
rest of the front four greater freedom in attack.

"Bruno can just create moments. He's bright. I
think that little bit of freedom suits him. He's
got a natural brain," Carrick had said in
February.The award caps another remarkable
chapter in Fernandes' Manchester United
career. Since joining the club in 2020, he has
scored 110 goals and provided 106 assists. He
reached 200 goal involvements in just 314
Premier League appearances, with only Wayne
Rooney reaching the landmark faster for

United.

ICC, BCCI must not let Sooryavanshi,
Yashasvi off for bad behaviour: Manjrekar

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India cricketer Sanjay Manjrekar
has called for stronger action against Indian
youngsters Vaibhav Sooryavanshi and
Yashasvi Jaiswal over their recent on-field
confrontations, warning that allowing such
behaviour to go unchecked could encourage
players to repeat it.Manjrekar's comments
came a day after Jaiswal and Sri Lanka pacer
Asitha Fernando were each fined 25 per cent
of their match fees and handed one demerit
point by the International Cricket Council
for their altercation during the second Test in
Colombo. Both players admitted to

breaching Article 2.12 of the ICC Code of

Conduct, relating to inappropriate physical
contact.The incident occurred after
Fernando dismissed Jaiswal for 45 on the
opening day. Fernando appeared to give the
Indian opener a send-off, following which
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Jaiswal turned back and confronted him.
The two came face-to-face, with Jaiswal's
helmet making contact with Fernando's
forehead, before players intervened to
separate them.For Manjrekar, however,
the issue goes beyond the Colombo
incident.Drawing a comparison with
Sooryavanshi's confrontation with Sri
Lanka A players earlier this year, he
questioned the consequences being
handed to Indian players for such |
incidents.

"Vaibhav for Ind A recently & now
Jaiswal if you keep letting them get away
with such behaviour, you train them to
repeat such behaviour. It's not good for
the sport & crucially their own future too,"
Manjrekar posted on social media, tagging
the ICC and BCCI.Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
had been involved in a heated exchange with
Sri Lanka A players after India A lost a Super
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Over in a tri-series match in Dambulla in
June. The confrontation involved physical
contact, with Sooryavanshi appearing to
shove Sri Lanka A's Vishen Halambage.

The incident sparked questions about
whether the teenager would face
disciplinary action. BCCI secretary Devayjit
Saikia, however, said the Indian board had
no role in the matter, pointing out that
disciplinary decisions in such incidents

NN
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rested with the match officials and relevant
cricketing authorities. He instead urged the
India A players to concentrate on their game
rather than get distracted by "collateral
issues".That episode has now acquired a
different significance after Jaiswal's
latest confrontation.Jaiswal,
meanwhile, has also pushed back
against criticism of his conduct.
Responding to a Cricbuzz video in
which commentator Harsha Bhogle said
the best response would have been for
him to walk away, Jaiswal wrote: "If you
don't know what he said, then please
don't make your judgment."

"If someone crosses the line, we need to
let them know. This India will fight and
reply," he added.Harsha Bhogle had
acknowledged that Jaiswal may have been
provoked but felt the Indian opener's
combative nature had got the better of him.
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Khan Poses In White Bikini With
Saif On His 55th Birthday

I < areena Kapoor Khan gave fans a glimpse of her holiday with Saif

Ali Khan on his 55th birthday, but it was her bikini picture with
the actor that went viral. The actress shared a series of personal
photos from their getaway, including a loved-up picture in which she
posed beside Saif in a white bikini.The birthday album offered more than
just a couple’s picture. Kareena also shared photos featuring their sons,
Taimur and Jeh, along with snapshots from their drives and a fun mirror
selfie.
Kareena, 45, paired the pictures with a personal birthday message for Saif.
She wrote, “Happy Birthday to my forever ride or die... how boring
would life be without you... This insta post pictures are all approved by
him, loves it when I post his pictures."
The white bikini picture showed Kareena and Saif posing together against
arocky backdrop during their getaway. Kareena wore sunglasses with her
~ white bikini, while Saif opted for a white shirt and red shorts.
She also picked a special song to go with the post. Kareena added Dil
Dance Maare from their 2008 film Tashan, a fitting choice given that the
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ouple began their romance while working on the film.
he post also gave fans a look at the more private side of their relationship.
Along with the bikini picture, Kareena included moments with their
children and casual holiday photos.
Fans reacted to the pictures and her birthday message, with many praising
Kareena and Saif’s chemistry. Saif’s sister Saba Pataudi joined the
birthday wishes in the comments. She wrote, “Happiest Birthday Bhai!!
Have an awesome one. Lots of love." Kareena’s close friend Amrita Arora
commented, “Saifuuuuuuuuuy,” while filmmaker Zoya Akhtar wrote,
“Happy Birthday Saif." Rhea Kapoor also wished him, writing, “Happy
birthday Saif, we love you.”
Saif and Kareena got married on October 16, 2012, in a private ceremony
in Mumbai. The couple are parents to two sons, Taimur Ali Khan and
Jehangir Ali Khan, and Kareena often shares glimpses of their family
holidays and special moments on social media.

Summy Deol

Says Pan Masala Brands Approach Him
But He Refuses: ‘Mera Zameer Nahi Manta

: ; unny Deol has made it clear that pan masala

promoting, making his position on
such advertisements fairly
straightforward.“Main in sab
cheezon ko manta nahi hoon. [ don’t
think this is a good thing to =
promote," Sunny said. ]
According to the actor, the same
principle has influenced several
other professional decisions. He
said there have been things he
has refused simply because his
conscience did not permit him
to take them up.

9 “Kitni cheezein nahi karta
il because mera zameer nahi
manta isliye aur jo karni hoti

endorsements are one category of advertising
he has no interest in entering. The actor says
he has received such offers but has consistently
turned them down because promoting the product
goes against what he personally believes.
Speaking on Shubhankar Mishra’s podcast, Sunny
discussed his approach to brand endorsements and

Pl hai voh kar leta hoon," he
E s b added.
h-..____. Sunny Wonders Why He
Doesn’t Get More Ads

why certain lucrative opportunities simply do not The conversation also

make the cut for him. turned towards Sunny’s
Sunny Deol Says He Will Never Endorse Pan Cqmpar'at{vely ’11m1ted
Masala visibility in the

advertising space. While
several of his
contemporaries regularly
appear in major brand
campaigns, Sunny admitted
that he himself does not
know why advertisers
haven’t approached.

Asked specifically about staying away from pan
masala commercials, Sunny said there was no
possibility of him changing his stance in the future.

“I don’t do pan masala ads and kabhi karunga bhi
nahi.  wouldn’t do any of those things. Aatey hai but
nahi karunga. I don’t want to do something which I
don’t believe in," he said.The actor added that he
does not consider pan masala something worth
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Aamir Khan, Kiran Rao Look
Distressed As Son Azad Cries Qutside
Muai_ Pet Clini Video Goes Vir

d;

amir Khan was spotted outside a Mumbai
pet clinic on Saturday with his former
wife Kiran Rao and their son Azad Rao
Khan. A video of the family leaving the clinic has
since surfaced online, with Azad visibly
emotional and Aamir carrying a pet carrier.
The clip has prompted concern among social
media users, although neither Aamir nor Kiran has
revealed why they visited the clinic or shared any
update about their pet.
Azad Rao Khan Seen Crying Outside Pet
Clinic
In the video circulating on social media, Aamir
and Kiran can be seen walking out of the clinic
with Azad. The 14-year-old appears to be crying,
while his parents also look visibly concerned.
Aamir is seen carrying what appears to be a cat
carrier as the family makes its way out.The visuals
quickly led to speculation about whether one of
the family’s pets was unwell.
“His petdog or cat is not well, I guess," one person
commented. Another wrote, “Might be some pet
lostits life. Sad."
A third user speculated that the family may have
lost a pet and suggested that this was why Azad
appeared upset.
However, there is currently no confirmation about
what happened. Aamir and Kiran have not issued a
statement about the clinic visit, nor have they said
that any of their pets has died. The claims
circulating online remain speculation based solely
on the video.
Aamir Khan’s Batwara 1947 Hits Theatres
The sighting comes shortly after the theatrical
release of Aamir’s latest production, Batwara
1947. Directed by Rajkumar Santoshi, the
Partition drama is headlined by Sunny Deol and
also stars Preity Zinta, Shabana Azmi, Ali Fazal,
Karan Deol and Abhimanyu Singh.

Sohail Khan BREAKS Silence On
Sudden Weight Loss After Health
Concerns: ‘No 0zempic, No Fat
Burners’

recently became the subject of intense social
media chatter, with fans wondering if the
actor’s weight loss had anything to do with his
health. Some even speculated that he had turned to
Ozempic or other weight-loss aids.
The 55-year-old has now addressed those theories
and explained what actually happened while he was
participating in The Alliance.
Sohail Khan Reveals What Led To His Weight
Loss
Speaking to Hindustan Times, Sohail said his
physical transformation was partly connected to his
experience after entering The Alliance as a
wildcard contestant. Since it was his first reality
show, adjusting to the environment initially proved
difficult.
Sohail admitted that he felt “a bit claustrophobic"
during his first few days inside. Things became
more challenging when he developed a stomach
infection within the first week itself.“A stomach
bug added to that in the first week itself of entering
the house," Sohail said.
Despite falling ill so early in his stint, the actor
remained on the show for five weeks. He credited
the other contestants and the care he received from
them for encouraging him to continue.
“I must tell you, the love and concern, not only
about my health, but at any given time by
contestants, made me stay in for five weeks, though
Iwasunwell in the first itself," he added.
Sohail Khan Denies Using Ozempic
His illness also forced Sohail to become more
careful about his diet. The actor explained that he
wanted to continue participating in the challenges
rather than allowing his health to interfere with his
stint on the reality show.
That meant controlling what he ate while trying to
remain active enough to compete.Sohail also spoke
fondly about the friendships he developed during
the show.
He said he wanted to remain with the “new family
and friends" he had found there until the final day
and hoped those relationships would now continue
for life.
Addressing the speculation around weight-loss
medication directly, Sohail made it clear that
Ozempic had played no part in his transformation.
“So no Ozempic, no fat burners, I’'m only taking
pure and loads of love and affection from
everyone," he said.

S ohail Khan’s noticeably slimmer appearance
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2 killed at NHAI

'Secure, predictable sea lanes indispensable’: India

construction
sites in J&K

Agency:
Two workers, aged 25
and 45, died in two sepa-
rate accidents at NHAI

Jammu,

construction sites in
Samba and Jammu dis-
tricts in J&K on Tuesday.

"Gotam Sahu, from
Bihar, was engaged in
laying the pier of a bridge
on the Delhi-Amritsar-
Katra project in Samba's
Jakh, when a concrete
structure collapsed sud-
denly, killing him on the
spot. Another worker,
also from Bihar, suffered
injuries,” said NHAI
project director Rajiv
Kumar.

Officials said Sahu's
wife has been given an
immediate relief of Rs 5
lakh from the contractor
and Rs 5 lakh from the
state  administration.
Another Rs 5 lakh will be
credited to her account,
they added. In a similar
incident, Budhi Singh
(45), from Ramban, died
after falling from a
height at his workplace
near Sidhra Tawi Bridge
construction site in
Jammu on Tuesday, offi-
cials said.

"He was rushed to
Govt Medical College
and Hospital (GMCH),
Jammu, where doctors
declared him dead," an
official said.

Hydel project shut-
down triggers power
crisis in J&K

urges UN to safeguard key maritime routes

New Delhi,
Agency: India has
called on the interna-
tional community to
work collectively to safe-
guard critical sea lanes
and maritime infrastruc-
ture, saying secure and
predictable shipping
routes are essential to
ensure the uninterrupted
movement of food, fer-
tilisers, fuel and other
vital commodities amid
conflicts and growing
disruptions to global
supply chains.

Speaking at a UN
Security Council high-
level open debate on
Tuesday on the theme
'Food Under Fire: The
Security Council's Role
in Mitigating Global and
Local Food Crises',

India's Permanent
Representative to the
UN, Ambassador Harish
Parvathaneni, said
regional conflicts were
increasingly producing
consequences far beyond
the immediate theatres
of hostilities.

"Secure and pre-
dictable maritime trade
routes are indispensable
for the wuninterrupted
movement of food, fer-
tilisers, fuel and other
essential commodities,"
Parvathaneni said,
underscoring the need to
preserve the safety and
freedom of navigation
for commercial shipping
in accordance with inter-
national law.

The call comes as con-
flicts and attacks on key

maritime routes contin-
ue to threaten global
food and energy sup-
plies. UN Secretary-
General Antonio
Guterres told the Council
that the Strait of Hormuz
carries around a fifth of
global oil supplies and a
third of global fertiliser
trade. "Restrictions and
closures have driven up

commodity prices, and
made availability plum-

met. And attacks on
commercial vessels in
the Red Sea are further

threatening supply
chains for food and other
commodities," Guterres
said.

Parvathaneni warned
that disruptions to com-
mercial shipping during

conflicts could have cas-

cading effects well
beyond the affected
region, with food-
importing developing

countries and humani-
tarian operations bear-
ing a disproportionate
burden. "The interna-
tional community must
therefore work collec-
tively to safeguard criti-
cal sea lanes and mar-
itime infrastructure,
while ensuring that legit-
imate commercial trade
and humanitarian ship-
ments are able to pro-
ceed without undue
impediment," he said.
India said the imme-
diate priority for the
Security Council should
be to reduce the humani-
tarian consequences of

conflicts by facilitating
safe, rapid and unimped-
ed humanitarian access,
supporting de-conflic-
tion arrangements where
appropriate and ensur-
ing that Council meas-
ures, including sanctions
regimes, do not inadver-
tently obstruct humani-
tarian assistance or legit-
imate food and agricul-
tural trade.
Parvathaneni  also
called for timely assess-
ments of disruptions to
critical supply chains
covering food, fertiliser,
fuel and humanitarian
logistics, drawing on the
expertise of the Food and
Agriculture
Organisation, the World
Food Programme and
other relevant agencies.

New Delhi,
Agency: Maldives
President
Mohamed Muizzu
called upon Small
Island Developing
States (SIDS) to
pivot away from
being framed solely
by climate vulnera-
bility and isolation,
while also urging
global leaders and
private sector part-
ners to view island

tion".Delivering a
keynote statement
at the opening cere-
mony of the Small
Island Developing
States Global

ing

Business Network
(SIDS GBN) Forum
2026, Muizzu out-
lined an economic
modernization plan
aimed at turning

geographic

With the global
dialogue surround-
small
nations focused on
their acute climate
risk, geographical

Small island states can serve as labs for
innovation and tech: Maldives prez

isolation, and
structural econom-
ic constraints,
Muizzu  stressed
that vulnerability
represents only half
the story.

"For too long,
the story of Small
Island Developing
States has been told
primarily through
the lens of vulnera-
bility. The other

con- part is our determi-

economies as straints into digitgll nation. Our scale
dynamic "laborato- and strategic can become an
ries for innova- advantages. advantage. SIDS

can serve as labora-
tories for innova-
tion and incubators
for ideas, technolo-
gies, and solu-
tions," he said.

island

'Separatist' OCI card holder in SC
seeks nod to visit Kashmir

09

NEW DELHI: The
Supreme Court on Tuesday
sought the Union govt's
response to US-based octo-
genarian - Khalid Jahangir
Qazi - an OCI card holder
accused by India of ped-

Tripathi said. This per-
suaded the bench to issue
notice to the Centre and
sought its response by Sep
7, the next date of hearing.
The Delhi high court had
earlier rejected his plea to
visit India.

dling pro-Pakistan propa-
ganda and being sympa-
thetic to Kashmiri sepa-
ratists, who is seeking per-
mission to visit Kashmir to
attend wedding functions in
his sister's family. Appearing
for Qazi, whose OCI card can-
cellation was annulled by a
single judge bench of Delhi
high court and appeals
against which is pending
before a division bench, sen-
ior advocate Parag Tripathi
told a bench led by CJT Surya
Kant that the 82-year-old

medical practitioner had vis-
ited India in the past and
given his age and that of his
relatives, this may be the last
time he would be able to visit
Kashmir and be with family
members.

"He is ready to give an
undertaking that during his
visit, he would not indulge in
any  political activity,"

Qazi stands accused of
'pro-Pakistan propaganda’
by the Indian Consulate in
New York. Indian govt had
cancelled his OCI card in
May 2023 because of activi-
ties which are "inimical to
sovereignty and security of
India", and blacklisted him
under the Foreigners Act. In
Nov 2024, a single judge
bench of the Delhi HC had
quashed the cancellation of
his OCI card saying that Qazi
was not given a fair hearing
prior to the cancellation.

Was PoK's Skardu airbase next after Sargodha? Ex-CDS ~ NMC orders monthly report-

ing of student suicides by

Chauhan reveals why India switched targets

Srinagar, Agency:

medical colleges

Jammu & Kashmir is

grappling with power New Delhi, Agency: Hills, an area reportedly '"rightly clarified that we New Delhi, [..-
shortages and unsched- | Did India plan to strike linked to a nuclear facility. did not target Kirana Agency: The f
uled outages after key | Pakistan-occupied He backed Air Marshal Hills". Chauhan explained  National Medical " -

e

Commission (NMC) |=:
has directed medical
colleges to maintain
updated records of
student suicides and : :
unnatural deaths EiissSs
and submit a certi-
fied Action Taken Report (ATR) every
month, following Supreme Court directions
on student mental health and safety. It has
also asked institutions to fill vacant faculty
and key administrative posts within four
months. The commission has marked the
compliance exercise "MOST URGENT" and
asked institutions to accord it top priority.
The move comes amid a rise in student
suicides. An THBAS presentation by Dr Om
Prakash, Professor of Psychiatry and Head,
Department of Geriatric Mental Health, cit-
ing NCRB data, said 14,488 student deaths
by suicide were recorded in 2024, up 4.3%

that Indian forces had sent
several loitering muni-
tions towards Sargodha
before the strikes. Kirana
Hills is around 10 km
north of Sargodha.

"I can, maybe give a
kind of an explanation...
Before those strikes, we
had sent in a lot of loiter-
ing munitions to
Sargodha, and Kirana
Hills is about 10 km north
of Sargodha. So the loiter-
ing munition is looking for
radars which are in and
around Sargodha, and it
has a time span, which
means it will loiter for
about two hours, and once
it does not find a target, it

Kashmir's Skardu airbase
after targeting Sargodha?
Former chief of defence
staff General Anil
Chauhan has revealed that
Indian forces had cleared
Skardu in Gilgit-Baltistan
as a possible target during
Operation Sindoor but had
to change plans because of
"bad weather".

Chauhan, who was
heading the military when
Operation Sindoor was
carried out, made the
remarks while speaking at
the Vivekananda
International Foundation
on Operation Sindoor and
its aftermath.

Recalling the countert-

AK Bharti, who was the
then Director General of
Air Operations (DGAO) of
the Air Force. Bharti had
said on May 12 last year,
"We have not hit Kirana
hills, whatever is there."
Bharti was responding
to questions about reports
and social media claims
that Indian forces had tar-
geted Kirana Hills during
Operation Sindoor.
Chauhan said, "There
was a small episode about
what Air Marshal Bharti
was asked, the Kirana
Hills episode. I think I'll
clarify this. On occasions,
it's been asked whether
Kirana Hills were hit; that

hydroelectric projects,
including the 450MW
Baglihar stage I and the
Salal project, were shut
for silt-flushing opera-
tions. Baglihar stage-I in
Ramban district has
remained non-opera-
tional for a week, with
accumulated silt at its
gates delaying restora-
tion work.

Officials said desilting
work at Baglihar stages I
and IT and the Salal proj-
ect began on Aug 18.
While Baglihar stage II
resumed generation on
Aug 22, stage I is yet to
restart. Salal is expected
to resume operations on

up the phone and said they
wanted to talk at about 10
AM. The Air Chief asked
me whether he should
strike Sargodha, I said, Go

ahead... I said, could you
please identify two more
targets, so one of the tar-
gets he identified was
Skardu." "We gave a yes,
but after some time, the
weather was bad over it
and they had to change
over to Bholari," he added.

Tuesday. error operation, former Chauhan also clarified is where their (Pakistan's) comes down and hits from 13,892 in 2023. The number rose from
The prolonged shut-| cpg Chauhan said, "Once  that Indian forces "did not nuclear facilities are." somewhere," the former 8,068in 2014 to 14,488 in 2024, an increase
down has widened the | ihe pakistanis had picked target" Pakistan's Kirana He said Bharti had CDS said. of around 80% over the decade.

region's power deficit.
Jammu & Kashmir's
peak electricity demand
stands at about
2,500MW in summer
and 3,000MW in winter.
With both Baglihar units
largely unavailable for
most of the past week,
Jammu & Kashmir faced

'"They had gone towards Sargodha': Ex-Navy officer backs
former CDS Anil Chauhan on Kirana Hills remarks

New Delhi, Agency:
Former director of naval oper-

and once it does not find a tar-
get, it comes down and hits

"He disclosed that during
the operation, loitering muni-

He explained that the weapons
had a flight time of around two

a shortfall of nearly
900MW. Built on the
Chenab river, Baglihar
stages I and II are among
Jammu & Kashmir's key
power sources.
Following the disrup-
tion, the power depart-
ment is exploring alter-
native arrangements to
bridge the supply gap.
The crisis comes amid
criticism of the Omar
Abdullah-led govt over
rising electricity tariffs.
From Sept 1, power con-
sumers in Jammu &
Kashmir will face a
6.83% tariff hike.

ations and intelligence com-
modore Ranjit Rai (Retd.) on
Tuesday said former Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) General
Anil Chauhan's remarks on
Pakistan's Kirana Hills indicat-
ed that Operation Sindoor was
a "total success", particularly
highlighting India's use of loi-
tering munitions during the
87-hour military operation.
Speaking to news agency
Media, Rai was reacting to
Chauhan's remarks that an
Indian loitering munition
deployed to search for radars
in and around Sargodha in
Pakistan "must have" hit an
area in the Kirana Hills after
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failing to locate its intended
target. "He made it absolutely
clear that it was a total success
(Operation Sindoor)," Rai told
Media. He said Chauhan had
made it clear that during the
87-hour operation, loitering
munitions were deployed and
operated around Sargodha.

Rai also pointed to the sig-
nificance of Kirana Hills, locat-
ed around 10 kilometres north
of Sargodha.

® @

tions, which are drones, were
used. They were loitering 10
miles from Sargodha; they had
gone towards Sargodha, but 10
miles from Sargodha is the
Khirana Hills. Pakistan has
carried out some critical
nuclear tests at the Khirana
Hills. Underground in Kirana,
they have got some nuclear
facility. I mean, this is a revolu-
tion, telling the world about
Operation Sindoor," he said.
Chauhan, speaking at the
Vivekananda Centre in New
Delhi on Tuesday, said India
had sent loitering munitions
towards Sargodha to search for
radars in and around the area.

hours and, if they failed to
locate a target during that peri-
od, would eventually come
down and hit an area.

"I think Il clarify this...at
occasions, it's been asked
whether Kirana Hills were hit
or not, which is where their
(Pakistan's) nuclear facilities
are... Before those strikes, we
had sent in a lot of loitering
munitions at Sargodha and
Kirana Hills is about 10 kilo-
metres north of Sargodha. So
the loitering ammunition is
looking for radars which are in
and around Sargodha, and it
has a lifetime, which means it
will loiter for about two hours
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somewhere," Chauhan said.

"It must have come and hit
one of those hills. So that could
be one of the reasons as to
what people asked, because
Pakistani media also showed
some kind of images in which
there was smoke coming out
from Kirana Hills," he added.

Chauhan's remarks clarified
that Kirana Hills was not delib-
erately selected as a target dur-
ing Operation Sindoor. Rather,
according to his account, a loi-
tering munition searching for
radars around Sargodha may
have struck one of the hills
after failing to find its intended
target.
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World Lake Day

Why Lakes Are the Lifeblood of Our Planet

A lake may appear to be a
quiet body of water sur-
rounded by land, but
beneath its calm surface lies
a complex world that sup-
ports human life, wildlife,
agriculture and  local
economies. From the vast
waters of the Great Lakes to
the Himalayan lakes, from
India's Dal and Chilika to
small village ponds, lakes
perform functions that are
often invisible until they dis-
appear. World Lake Day,
observed on 27 August, pro-
vides an opportunity to
understand why these water
bodies matter and why pro-
tecting them has become an
urgent global responsibility.
The United Nations
designated World Lake Day
to increase awareness of the
importance of lakes and pro-
mote their sustainable man-
agement. The first World
Lake Day was observed in
2025. The date was selected
in recognition of the first
World Lake Environment
Conference, held at Lake
Biwa in Japan in 1984.
Lakes are among the
planet's most valuable fresh-
water ecosystems. They pro-
vide water for households,
agriculture and industry,
while also supporting fish,
birds, aquatic plants, insects
and countless microorgan-
isms. Their ecological
importance extends beyond
their boundaries. A healthy
lake is connected to rivers,
wetlands, groundwater,
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forests and surrounding
landscapes. Damage to one
part of this system can even-
tually affect the entire water
cycle.

For millions of peo-
ple, lakes are also directly
connected with livelihoods.
Fishing communities
depend on them for food and
income. Farmers rely on
nearby water bodies for irri-
gation. Tourism around sce-
nic lakes creates employ-
ment in transport, hospitali-
ty, handicrafts and recre-
ation. In many regions, lakes
are deeply connected with
cultural and spiritual tradi-
tions, making them more
than natural resources.

India offers countless
examples of this relation-
ship. Dal Lake in Jammu
and Kashmir is closely asso-
ciated with the cultural iden-
tity and tourism economy of
Srinagar. Chilika Lake in
Odisha supports fisheries

and is internationally impor-
tant for migratory birds.
Loktak Lake in Manipur is
famous for its floating
phumdis, while Vembanad
Lake in Kerala is linked with
agriculture, fisheries,
tourism and the region's dis-
tinctive backwater ecosys-
tem. Such lakes demonstrate
that water conservation is
also a matter of protecting
heritage and livelihoods.

Yet lakes around the
world are under increasing
pressure. Pollution from
untreated sewage, agricul-
tural runoff, plastics and
industrial waste can dramat-
ically alter water quality.
Excess nutrients entering a
lake may trigger excessive
plant and algae growth, a
process known as eutrophi-
cation. As aquatic vegetation
dies and decomposes, oxy-
gen levels can fall, threaten-
ing fish and other organ-
isms.

Urbanisation creates anoth-
er challenge. As cities
expand, natural drainage
channels and wetlands are
often replaced by roads,
buildings and concrete sur-
faces. Lakes can become
dumping grounds or lose
their natural connections
with surrounding water sys-
tems. Encroachment can
reduce their storage capaci-
ty, increasing the risk of
urban flooding during
intense rainfall.

Climate change is adding
another layer of pressure.
Rising temperatures can
increase evaporation and
change the timing and inten-
sity of rainfall. Some lakes
are shrinking, while others
face sudden flooding. In cold
regions, changes in snow
and glacier patterns can alter
the water supply that feeds
lakes. Warmer water can
also affect aquatic species
and water quality.

The importance of
lakes is particularly visible
during extreme weather.
Healthy lakes and connected
wetlands can temporarily
store excess water and help
reduce the impact of floods.
They can also contribute to
groundwater recharge and
maintain water availability
during dry periods. In cities,
water bodies can moderate
local temperatures and pro-
vide valuable green-blue
spaces.
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India's relationship with
lakes is as old as its civilisa-
tions. Water bodies have tra-
ditionally been places of
worship, community gather-
ing, agriculture, trade and
everyday life. Stepwells,
tanks, ponds and lakes were
carefully integrated into set-
tlements, reflecting an
understanding that water
security depended on con-
servation and community
management. Today, as
India faces rapid urbanisa-
tion, changing rainfall pat-
terns and growing water
demand, that relationship
has acquired renewed
importance.

World Lake Day, observed
on 27 August, offers an
opportunity to look at India's
diverse lakes and the chal-
lenges they face. The United
Nations established the
observance to promote
awareness of lakes and
encourage their sustainable
management. The first
World Lake Day was
observed in 2025.

India's lakes vary dramati-
cally in origin, size and char-
acter. Some were formed
through geological process-

es, some are connected with
rivers and coastal systems,
while others are man-made
reservoirs or urban water
bodies. Together, they con-
tribute to freshwater avail-
ability, biodiversity, agricul-
ture, fisheries, tourism and
local climate regulation.
Among India's best-known
lakes is Dal Lake in Srinagar.
Its houseboats, shikaras and
mountain backdrop have
made it one of the country's
most recognisable land-
scapes.

But beyond tourism, Dal
Lake is an ecosystem sup-
porting aquatic vegetation,
fish and communities whose
livelihoods are connected to
the water. Its condition is
therefore inseparable from
the economic and social life
of the region.Chilika Lake in
Odisha presents another
remarkable example.

It is a large brackish-water
lagoon supporting fisheries,
local livelihoods and rich
birdlife. Migratory birds
travel thousands of kilome-
tres and depend on suitable
wetland habitats during
their journeys.

A lake can look peaceful even
when its ecosystem is under
severe stress. Clear skies and a
beautiful shoreline may hide
polluted water, declining oxygen
levels, disappearing species or a
shrinking  water  balance.
Around the world, lakes are fac-
ing a combination of pressures
caused by pollution, excessive
water use, land-use change and
climate change. World Lake Day
brings attention to these threats
and the need to respond before
damage becomes irreversible.
The United Nations describes
lakes as vital natural resources
that support drinking-water
supplies, agriculture, industry,
biodiversity, climate regulation
and economic activities. At the
same time, it warns that lakes
face growing pressures from
overuse, pollution and climate
change.

Pollution is among the most vis-
ible threats. Every lake has a
natural capacity to absorb and
process certain amounts of
nutrients and organic matter.
But when excessive pollutants
enter the system, its ecological
balance can collapse.

One major source is untreated
or inadequately treated waste-
water. Sewage introduces nutri-
ents and organic material into
lakes, encouraging excessive
growth of algae and aquatic
plants. When this material
decomposes, it consumes oxy-
gen in the water. Fish and other
aquatic organisms can then
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Lakes and Communities: Why Protecting
Water Means Prot

For communities living
beside lakes, water is not
an abstract environmental
issue. It is part of everyday
life. It may provide drink-
ing water, fish, irrigation,
transportation, employ-
ment or tourism income.
Children may grow up
beside the same lake their
grandparents depended
on. Local festivals may be
organised around it.
Farmers may watch its
water level to understand
the coming season. When
a lake becomes polluted or
dries up, the impact can
reach every part of com-
munity life.

World Lake Day, observed
on 27 August, highlights
this close relationship
between people and lakes.
The United Nations says
lakes provide freshwater,

struggle to survive.

Agricultural runoff creates
another problem. Fertilisers
applied to fields can be carried
by rainwater into streams and
lakes. Nutrients such as nitro-
gen and phosphorus can stimu-
late algal blooms. Some blooms
may produce toxins, while oth-
ers create oxygen-depleted con-
ditions that damage aquatic life.
Plastic pollution is also increas-
ingly common. Bottles, packag-

tribute

nities.

support biodiversity, con-

tion and create recreation-
al and economic opportu-

Fishing is among the most
direct economic connec-
tions. Inland and coastal
lake fisheries provide food
and income for millions of
people.

to climate regula- lations can

ronmental

economic crisis.
When water quali-

ecting Livelihoods
A i aneart

ty deteriorates, fish popu-

Changes in temperature,
oxygen levels and habitat
can also affect breeding
and migration patterns.
For fishing families, envi-
degradation
can therefore become an

Agriculture is similarly

connected to lake health.
Water stored in lakes and
reservoirs can support
irrigation during periods
when rainfall is insuffi-
cient. But this relationship
must be carefully man-
aged.

Excessive extraction can
reduce water levels, while
agricultural runoff can
introduce fertilisers and
pesticides into the same
water bodies that farmers
depend upon.

Tourism provides another
major source of employ-
ment. Beautiful lakes
attract visitors interested
in boating, photography,
wildlife, adventure and
cultural experiences.
Hotels, restaurants, trans-
port operators, guides,
artisans and small busi-
nesses can all benefit.

decline.

ing, bags and other waste can
accumulate around shorelines
and enter aquatic food chains.
Even when plastic is not imme-
diately visible, it can fragment
into smaller particles and persist
in the environment.

Industrial pollution can be par-
ticularly damaging when haz-
ardous substances enter water-
ways. Effective environmental
regulation, monitoring and
wastewater treatment are there-
fore essential. Preventing pollu-
tants from entering a lake is
generally more effective than
attempting to clean the entire
lake after contamination has
occurred. Climate change makes
the situation more complicated.

World Lake Day is a new addition to
the global environmental calendar,
but the challenge it addresses is cen-
turies old: how can societies use
water while ensuring that natural
water systems remain healthy for
future generations?

Observed annually on 27 August,
World Lake Day was established by
the United Nations to raise aware-
ness about the importance of lakes
and promote their sustainable man-
agement. The first observance took
place in 2025. The date recalls the
first World Lake Environment
Conference, held at Lake Biwa in

Rising temperatures can Japan in 1984

increase evaporation and alter The creation of the observance
la}lfe water %(elrlnperatuflées. reflects a growing recognition that
Changes in rainfall can affect | ke need stronger global attention.
inflows, ~ while  prolonged | yakes provide freshwater, support

drought can reduce water levels.
At the other extreme, intense
rainfall can wash larger quanti-
ties of soil, fertilisers and pollu-
tants into lakes.

biodiversity, help regulate local cli-
mates, contribute to food security
and sustain economic activities. Yet
they are increasingly affected by pol-
lution, overuse and climate change.

The Future of Lakes: From Awareness to Action

The question now is how
awareness can become action.

The first requirement is better
knowledge. Every lake has its own
characteristics. Its depth, inflows,
surrounding land use, biodiversity
and water chemistry determine how
it responds to human pressure.

Effective conservation therefore can-
not rely on one universal formula.
Regular monitoring is essential.
Water quality should be assessed for
pollutants, nutrients and oxygen lev-
els. Changes in water surface area
can be tracked through satellite tech-
nology.
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