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Top EU diplomat seeks
increase in sanctioned
Russian entities: report

BERLIN.(Agency)

EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas said she wants to
increase by one third the number of Russian entities
sanctioned over the Ukraine war, German
newspaper Die Welt reported Monday.The bloc has
adopted 21 rounds of sanctions against Russia since
Moscow launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in 2022."For autumn I am putting forward the most
far-reaching sanctions listings since the start of the
war," Kallas told Die Welt."Once adopted, they
would immediately raise the total number of
sanctioned Russian entities by a third," she was
quoted as saying.The comments came weeks after
the EU adopted a watered down sanctions package
that was approved after protracted negotiations
among member states, some of whom objected to
some of the tougher measures.The sanctions, which
Kallas said have deprived Russia's war machine of
"over €1 trillion", currently target 3,000 individuals
and entities, according to the European
Commission.

6-Year-0ld Pug Jinny Lu
Wins 2026 World's Ugliest
Dog Contest

world.(Agency)

A 6-year-old pug named Jinny Lu has been crowned
the winner of the 2026 World's Ugliest Dog Contest,
which celebrated its 50th year by bringing together a
group of unique-looking dogs. The 50th Annual
World's Ugliest Dog Contest, produced by the
Sonoma-Marin Agricultural Association, took place
on August 14 at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds in
Santa Rosa, California, reported People.com.

The event featured a parade of strange-yet-sweet-
looking dogs competing for the unusual title. As the
winner of the internationally known contest, Jinny
Lu's owner Michelle Grady will receive a $5,000
(around Rs 4,77,252.50) prize from MUG Root
BeerMUG Root Beer also provided $3,000 (around
Rs 2,86,772.40) to the second-place winner, Pinky, a
Chihuahua/Pomeranian mix, and $2,000 (around Rs
1,91,180.40) to the third-placeMUG mentioned in a
statement that Jinny Lu was adopted through Pug
Rescue four years ago and has been a constant source
of mischief and joy ever since.Grady said that Jinny
Lu, who made her fourth attempt at earning the
World's Ugliest Dog title, absolutely loves
competition, meeting everyone and everything the
event stands for.

Russia Hits Indian
Billionaire's Factory In

Ukraine As War Spills In
Europe

Moscow.(Agency)

Indian-origin billionaire Lakshmi Mittal's
ArcelorMittal mining and metallurgical complex in
Kryvyi Rih -- Ukraine's largest integrated steel unit -
- came under a missile attack by Russia. The strike,
which came in retaliation for a Ukrainian drone
barrage, killed two people, injured 14 workers, and
forced a partial halt to production after damaging
core energy and blast-furnace operations.Ukraine
earlier launched hundreds of drones across Russia,
killing at least six people in one of Kyiv's largest
aerial attacks of the war. Moscow's regional
governor Andrey Vorobyov described the assault as
"one of the most massive drone attacks in recent
memory". Russia's defence ministry said it had
intercepted 822 drones across the country overnight.
An 83-year-old man was killed after a Ukrainian
drone hit a private home in the Moscow region,
Vorobyov said, adding that another Ukrainian attack
had sparked a blaze at a Wildberries warehouse .

Iran war is forcing families to choose
hetween school for their kids and survival

Higher fuel prices are driving up
costs of nearly every part of
education, from getting students
and teachers to school o stocking
classrooms with pencils and chalk.

KAMPONG PRAHOK.(Agency)

Sou Sreynich dreams of becoming a
teacher. But she knows she's far behind.
The 13-year-old first entered a classroom
at 10, an age when most Cambodian
children already have been in school for
years. Her mother waited until she was old
enough to swim, fearing the boat to school
could capsize — a decision familiar to
many parents on Cambodia's Tonle Sap,
the largest freshwater lake in Southeast
Asia.

Now, the price of gasoline has spiked
because of the Iran war, an additional
burden. Unlike outright school closures
during COVID-19, the Iran war's impact
on education is less visible. But it is
falling first and hardest on the poorest
families. Soaring fuel prices are making
it more expensive for children and
teachers to get to school, and for
governments to fund education as
national budgets come under strain.On
the lake, getting anywhere has always
meant navigating the water. Climate
change is making it harder, with
increasingly unpredictable floods and
droughts. Teachers at her school say 10
students have drowned over the years.

If the war continues, it could push up to
23.4 million more children like Sreynich
into poverty by the end of the year,
according to a recent United Nations
Children's Fund report. About 80% of

Australia's mushroom murderer appeals conviction

those children would be in Africa and
Asia.Most mornings, a gas-powered boat
chugs through Kampong Prahok, steered
by students often no older than those

climbing aboard. They pull up alongside
floating homes, as peers in crisp uniforms
clamber aboard, careful to keep their
backpacks dry.Like most on Tonle Sap,
Sreynich's family relies on fishing to

SYDNEY.(Agency)

Australian toxic mushroom killer
Erin Patterson launches an appeal
Wednesday against her conviction
in a triple-murder case that made
headlines worldwide.The 51-year-
old was found guilty last year of
murdering her husband's parents
and an elderly aunt in 2023 by
serving them a beef Wellington
lunch laced with lethal death cap
mushrooms.

Patterson was also convicted of the
attempted murder of her husband's
uncle, a small-town local pastor who
survived the beef-and-pastry dish
after weeks in hospital.A judge
sentenced her to life imprisonment,
eligible for parole after 33 years.
Over two days, three judges at the

Court of Appeal in Melbourne will
hear two appeals: Patterson's attempt
to overturn her conviction and the
prosecution's demand for a stiffer

sentence.She has asked to watch the
appeal by live video link from her
prison, the maximum-security Dame
Phyllis Frost Centre in Melbourne's
western suburbs.Patterson claims she
suffered several counts of
"substantial miscarriage of justice"

because the trial judge erred in
deciding what evidence could be
presented.Some evidence accepted
by the judge -- relating to Facebook
messages, cell towers and posts of
death cap mushroom sightings -- was
not relevant or unfairly prejudicial to
her case, her lawyer said.Other
evidence about mushroom images on
a memory card in Patterson's home
was wrongly excluded, the lawyer
said in an appeal submission in
November last year.A "fundamental
irregularity" also took place while the
jury was sequestered that "fatally
undermined the integrity of the
verdicts", he argued, without giving
further details.Patterson's solicitor
additionally accused the prosecution
of an "unfair and oppressive" cross-
examination during the trial.

Rescuers in Indonesia recover six more bodies in
earthquake aftermath, raising death toll to 53

RUTENG.(Agency)

Rescue teams in eastern Indonesia
recovered six more bodies Sunday, a
day after a magnitude 7.7
earthquake, raising the death toll to
53, authorities said, as many of the
thousands of displaced people
spent the night outdoors in
fear of aftershocks.Rescuers
dug through debris looking for
anyone buried beneath
landslides triggered by the
quake across six regencies on
Flores, a predominantly
Catholic island in the Muslim-
majority country. They
focused on three regencies
that remained inaccessible
hardest-hit Manggarai, East
Manggarai and Nagekeo."We
have cleared most landslides and
reopened roads to previously
isolated wvillages, although
communication disruptions and
power outages continue to hamper
search efforts," said Fathur Rahman,
head of the search-and-rescue office
in Maumere, the capital of Sikka
regency.More than 900 homes were

Trump terms Saudi-Turkey-Pak
defence agreement 'big, bold' step

WASHINTON.(Agency)

US President Donald Trump has termed the
Saudi Arabia-Turkey-Pakistan defence
agreement a "big, bold and important first step"
towards defending themselves in a "more
meaningful way". Trump's remarks on Sunday

came days after the three nations signed the
Mecca Joint Defence Agreement, holding any
armed offensive against any of the three
countries an attack against all of them.

"Very happy to see that Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
and Pakistan have recently, and finally, signed

the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement.
It shows how the Middle East is coming
together, and how countries will finally be able
to defend themselves in a more meaningful
way," Trump said in a post on Truth Social.
"Congratulations to the Great Leadership of the
three Nations mentioned. THIS IS A BIG,
BOLD, AND IMPORTANT FIRST STEP -

destroyed and 450 more damaged in
East Nusa Tenggara province,
forcing about 5,000 people into
temporary shelters. At least 241
homes were damaged in the Flores
region alone, said Abdul Muhari, the
National Disaster Management
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Agency's chief for disaster
prevention. The quake occurred at a
depth of 10 kilometers (6 miles)
shortly before 6 a.m. Saturday, the
U.S. Geological Survey said.
Residents fled in panic as tsunami
warnings were issued and later
lifted.Authoritieshave since
recorded at least 995 aftershocks, but
only 46 were felt by residents,

Muhari said, adding that 135 people
were injured.Many residents at
Labuan Bajo, the gateway to
Komodo National Park, one of
Indonesia's best-known tourist
destinations, spent the night outside
because of the aftershocks."The
shaking was terrifying, so intense
that my house nearly collapsed,"
said farmer Anastasia Imad,
speaking from a makeshift green
tent beside her damaged home.
"We feared the aftershocks would
bring it down on us while we
slept."Landslides blocked
sections of the Trans-Flores
Highway, a roughly 700-
kilometer (435-mile) road linking
communities across the
= mountainous island.

Meanwhile, relief workers
distributed rice, ready-to-eat meals,
drinking water, blankets and
medicine, while emergency shelters
were set up for displaced residents.
Authorities said restoring electricity
and communications, as well as
delivering aid to remote villages
isolated by landslides, were among
the biggest challenges.

survive. They earn some money picking
chili peppers and gutting fish for others.
Rising fuel prices because of the Iran war
mean the family can't afford to travel to
deeper waters where fish are more
plentiful. When money is tight,
Sreynich skips a day or two of school to
; work alongside her parents. She dreads
| cvery absence. "I want to complete my
studies," she said.Vulnerable children
most atrisk

For families already living on the edge,
the war's ripple effects are forcing
difficult choices: whether to pay for
food, fuel, rent and electricity, or keep
every child in school."The Iran war is
likely going to force millions of
children out of school and could force
millions of children to make the decision
not to enroll in the first place," said
Sabrina Hervey of the Qatar-based
Education Above All Foundation.

Ukrainian missile
strikes kill six in
Russia's Belgorod

MOSCOW.(Agency)

Ukrainian missile strikes killed six people and
wounded four others, including a child, in Russia's
Belgorodregion, the acting governor said Monday.
With frontline fighting at a near standstill and talks
frozen, the warring countries have significantly
stepped up missile attacks, pushing the civilian death
toll to its highest levels since the war's first months in
2022."Ukrainian terrorists attacked the village of
Koloskovo, Valuysky district, with missiles," Belgorod
acting governor Alexander Shuvaev said on the state-
backed MAX platform. Koloskovo is about 15
kilometres (10 miles) from the Ukraine border.

The attack, which Shuvaev said burned a "structure"
and damaged a vehicle, came a day after Russia and
Ukraine carried out missile and drone strikes deep
inside each other's territory that killed 19 people on
both sides.Moscow has carried out near-daily missile
and drone strikes across Ukraine since launching its
full-scale invasion in early 2022.It has recently
intensified attacks using hard-to-intercept ballistic

missiles, exploiting Ukraine's air-defence shortages
after the US-Israeli war against Iran diverted
supplies.Ukraine has increasingly targeted warehouses
belonging to Russia's biggest online retailer
Wildberries, saying the company supplies components
for Russian drones.Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky says those strikes, along with attacks on oil
refineries, are aimed at undermining Russia's war
economy.In July alone, 437 civilians were killed in
Ukraine, the highest monthly toll since May 2022,
according to a United Nations tally.Russian authorities
have reported 79 civilians killed on their side in July, up
from the previous month.

Moroccan security forces arrest nearly 300
migrants trying to reach Spain’s Ceuta

CASABLANCA.(Agency)

area.The latest attempt comes two weeks

forces,
reported Sunday,

Hundreds of migrants trying to reach the
Spanish exclave of Ceuta by land and sea
were arrested by Moroccan security
Moroccan state television
as authorities

migrants,

after tens of thousands of would-be
driven by poverty and
misinformation, rushed toward Ceuta in
one of the deadliest migration crises to hit

WOW," Trump wrote.The agreement was
signed August 7 by Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

India said it is assessing the implications of
the Mecca agreement on its national
security, as well as regional peace and
stability.As far as this agreement is
concerned, we are examining its
implications both from the perspective of
India's national security and considerations

of regional peace and stability," External Affairs
Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said on
August 11."India remains fully committed to
safeguarding its national interests and will take
all necessary measures in this regard," Jaiswal
said.

tightened security along the border
following calls for a new mass
crossing.Moroccan state broadcaster g
Medi 1 TV said 294 migrants from
sub-Saharan Africa were arrested
Saturday while attempting to enter
Ceuta. Authorities also arrested 61
Moroccans accused of facilitating the
migration attempts, the broadcaster *-
reported. :
The attempted crossings followed a |
surge in social media posts calling on
migrants to make their way to Ceuta,
a Spanish city on Morocco's northern
coast. Inresponse, Moroccan and Spanish
authorities beefed up security presence
and limited movement toward the

® @ @«

the region. At least 90 people died on both
sides of the border, according to official
numbers, while human rights groups
reported higher figures.
The interior ministry did not respond to

B T S T S I e @

AP's questions about the latest arrests or
the number of security personnel
deployed around the border to prevent a
new migration push.A senior Moroccan
diplomat previously said that more than
20,000 Moroccan security
| personnel are deployed along
the border with Ceuta each day,
W at a cost of hundreds of millions
of dollars. The diplomat was not
authorized to be publicly named
speaking about the issue and
! spoke on condition of
| anonymity.Thousands of
migrants from across Africa and
beyond travel to Morocco each
year, fleeing conflict, poverty
and instability and seeking a
~ route into Europe. Many
attempt to reach Ceuta or
Melilla, another Spanish exclave on
Morocco's northern coast, hoping
eventually to make their way to mainland
Spain and better economic opportunities.
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First Virtual Zoo Opens in Indore with 14-D Cinema,
Virtual Jungle Safari

Indore: India has entered a
new era of technology-driv-
en wildlife experiences with
the opening of the country’s
first virtual zoo at the Kamla
Nehru Prani Sangrahalaya in
Indore, Madhya Pradesh. The
facility, inaugurated by Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister
Dr Mohan Yadav on August
16, combines digital technol-
ogy, immersive cinema and a
virtual jungle safari to offer
visitors a new way to experi-
ence wildlife and nature.

The new attraction includes
a 14-D cinema theatre and
a virtual jungle safari, both
developed under the Public-
Private Partnership (PPP)
model at a cost of around ¥4.5
crore. According to News On
AIR, the virtual safari allows
visitors to experience forests
and wildlife through technol-
ogy, while the 14-D cinema
is designed to provide an

immersive
experience.
Wildlife experience without
entering the forest

The virtual jungle safari is
designed to take visitors into
a digitally created forest envi-
ronment where wildlife and
natural surroundings can be
experienced without an actu-
al physical safari. The project
aims to make wildlife educa-
tion more engaging, particu-
larly for children and tourists.
The 14-D theatre goes a step
beyond conventional cin-
ema by combining visual
content with physical effects.
Earlier details released by
Indore Zoo authorities indi-
cated that the theatre uses VR
glasses and multiple special
effects, including motion,
wind, rain, water sprays and
vibrations, to make viewers
feel as though they are part of
the scenes being shown.

movie-watching

gl e VAT,

Technology, education and
conservation come together
The virtual zoo is not be-
ing positioned merely as an

entertainment facility. The
project is intended to com-
bine technology, education
and awareness about wildlife

conservation. During the in-
auguration, Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav also watched a
film in the 14-D theatre along

with schoolchildren.

The facility is part of a larger
digital experience being de-
veloped at the zoo. Earlier re-

ports said the complex would
include attractions such as a
hologram zoo, digital garden,
digital maze and digital expe-
rience zone, alongside other
visitor facilities. The holo-
gram zoo is designed to dis-
play three-dimensional ani-
mal images, adding another
technology-based dimension
to wildlife education.

From proposed project to
public attraction

The project had been un-
der development for several
months. In June, reports said
the 14-D theatre was nearing
completion and was being
tested before opening. The fa-
cility was developed on previ-
ously unused land at the zoo
under the PPP model.

By July, Indore Mayor Pushy-
amitra Bhargav had inspect-
ed the completed theatre and
described the project as the
country’s first 14-D digital

z0o0. At the time, officials said
the facility would be inaugu-
rated in the presence of Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav.

With the inauguration now
completed, Indore Zoo has
added a technology-based
attraction that could provide
visitors with an alternative to
conventional wildlife view-
ing. The initiative also reflects
a growing effort to use im-
mersive digital technology to
bring nature and conserva-
tion closer to audiences, par-
ticularly children and people
who may not have access to
actual forest safaris.

The key attraction: visitors
can now watch wildlife,
experience a virtual jun-
gle journey and feel effects
such as movement, wind
and rain—all within the
controlled environment of
Indore Zoo.

Jharkhand Cabinet Cancels JSSC-CGL
Exam, Orders Probe into
TDPL Exams

JHARKHAND CABINET .
CANCELS JSSC-CGL EXAM, ...
ORDERS PROBE INTO 5
TDPL EXAMS i '

JREC-COLEXAR
CANCELLED

FROBE ORDERED (NTC
EXAME CONDUCTED BY TOR

GOVERNMENT TO 1Y ESTRRATE
ALLEGED IRREGULARITIES

YETEM o

Ranchi: The Jharkhand government on Monday an-
nounced the cancellation of the Jharkhand Staff Selection
Commission Combined Graduate Level (JSSC-CGL) ex-
amination, accepting a key demand of protesting job aspir-
ants who have been agitating over alleged irregularities in
the recruitment process.

The decision was taken at a Cabinet meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Hemant Soren at Project Bhawan in Ranchi.
Soren later announced the decision and said the govern-
ment would take steps to strengthen the examination sys-
tem and ensure greater transparency in future recruitment.
The government has also widened the scope of action
against TSR Data Processing Pvt Ltd (TDPL), the agency
associated with several recruitment examinations. Accord-
ing to the Chief Minister, the government has decided to
cancel the examinations conducted by TDPL, along with
associated results and selections, while the entire matter
will be examined.

The announcement has brought relief and renewed opti-
mism among protesting students, who had been demand-
ing cancellation of the CGL examination and a thorough
probe into alleged irregularities. The agitation had contin-
ued for several weeks, with aspirants repeatedly seeking
greater transparency in the state’s recruitment system.

The government has also indicated that the investigation
will examine irregularities in recruitment examinations
conducted in the state over the years. India Today report-
ed that the CID will probe examinations held since 2014,
while the government has promised reforms in examina-
tion procedures and standard operating protocols.

The development comes against the backdrop of ear-
lier allegations involving recruitment examinations. The
Jharkhand High Court had previously dealt with petitions
concerning alleged paper leaks in the JSSC-CGL examina-
tion, underlining the continuing controversy surrounding
the recruitment process.

The latest decision is expected to have significant impli-
cations for candidates whose examinations, results or
selections were linked to TDPL. The government’s wider
inquiry will determine whether irregularities occurred and
what further action should follow.

For thousands of aspirants, however, Monday’s Cabinet de-
cision marks a major breakthrough after weeks of protests
and demands for a cleaner, more transparent and credible
recruitment system in Jharkhand.

Iran Announces $30,000 Reward for Capturing
or Killing US Soldiers

Tehran: Iran has announced a
controversial financial reward
for capturing or killing US.
military  personnel, further
escalating the already intense
confrontation between Tehran
and Washington. Irans Army
Commander-in-Chief, Major
General Amir Hatami, said on
August 16 that anyone who kills
or captures an “invading Amer-
ican military personnel” and
hands them over would receive
a reward equivalent to $30,000,
or 5 billion Iranian tomans.

The announcement was re-
ported by Irans official IRNA
news agency and subsequently
carried by international media,
including AFP. Hatami said the
proposal had been prepared
following what he described as
alarge number of requests from
people seeking to participate in
what Iranian authorities have
termed financial support for the
war effort.

Double Reward for Iranian
‘Women

Hatami added that Iranian
women who succeed in cap-
turing or killing a US. service
member would receive twice
the reward. That would put the
announced incentive at approx-
imately $60,000, or 10 billion

¥ |

tomans, according to the figures
cited by Iranian state media.
Iranian reports also said the re-
ward would apply regardless of
which Iranian security or mili-
tary formation was involved,
with reports mentioning the
Army, Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps, Basij, law-en-
forcement forces and other Ira-
nian personnel or participants.
Hatami further spoke of plans
for a museum where weapons
allegedly used against Ameri-
can forces could be displayed.
Announcement Comes Amid
Escalating US-Iran Tensions
The announcement comes
against the backdrop of abroad-
er and increasingly dangerous
military confrontation between
Iran and the United States. U.S.

forces have been operating
across the Middle East, while
Iran has repeatedly demanded
that American forces leave the
region and has issued increas-
ingly strong warnings over
US. military activity around
the Strait of Hormuz. The lat-
est bounty announcement is
particularly significant because
it publicly places a financial
incentive on attacks against
individual US. service mem-
bers. However, reports noted
that there has been no known
deployment of US. ground
troops inside Iran during the
current conflict, apart from a
rescue mission connected with
a downed American airman in
April. Hatami did not specify
where or when the proposed

capture or killing of American
personnel would take place.
The development follows ear-
lier deadly clashes involving
US. forces in the region. In July,
American service members
were killed in an Iranian strike
on Muwaffaq Salti Air Base in
Jordan, according to US. au-
thorities. Reuters also reported
that 17 US. service members
were killed during a particularly
deadly period of the conflict in
July.

A Major Escalation in Rheto-
ric

The $30,000 announcement
represents more than simply a
financial incentive. It signals a
further hardening of Iran’s pub-
lic military rhetoric at a time
when the two countries remain
locked in a dangerous con-
frontation. The timing is also
notable because Iran and the
United States have exchanged
increasingly aggressive state-
ments over American military
deployments and the strategic
Strait of Hormuz, one of the
worlds most important energy
corridors. Any further attacks
targeting U.S. personnel could
increase the risk of retaliation
and widen the conflict across
the Middle East.
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Women Power in BJP: 6 Women Named VP,

New Delhi: The BJP’s new
65-member national team
under president Nitin Na-
bin has sent a clear signal
on women’s representation,
with 12 women finding
place in key organisational
positions.

Among the 13 national
Vice—presidents, six are
women—former Rajasthan
Chief Minister Vasundhara
Raje, D. Purandeswari, for-
mer Union minister Bharti
Pawar, Varsha Doshi, Re-
kha Verma and Madhu-
chanda Kar. Former Union
minister Smriti Irani has

also returned to a promi-
nent organisational role as
a national general secre-
tary.

Women  MPs  Kavita
Patidar, Phangnon Konyak
and Sangeeta Yadav have
been appointed national
secretaries, while MP
Roopkumari  Choudhary
will head the BJP Mahila
Morcha.

Preeti Gandhi has been
given a key role in the par-
ty’s social-media set-up.
The expanded presence
of women marks a nota-
ble shift from the previous

Smriti Irani Gets Key Role

team, which had no wom-
an general secretary.

The appointments also
come as the BJP seeks to
strengthen its organisation
ahead of crucial electoral
contests.

The reshuffle carries an
electoral dimension too,
with leaders from poll-
bound states, including
Uttar Pradesh and Punjab,
receiving important organ-
isational responsibilities.
The party is seeking to
blend women’s representa-
tion, regional balance and
organisational experience

in its new national struc-
ture.

The move also fits into
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s broader emphasis
on women’s participation
in national development
and political ~decision-
making, including greater
representation in legisla-
tures.

For the BJP, the new team
is therefore more than an
organisational reshuftle—it
is a combination of gender

representation,  political
messaging and election
strategy.

Air India Shifts Visakhapatnam Flights
to Bhogapuram Airport

Visakhapatnam: Air India has shifted all its flights to and
from Visakhapatnam to the new Alluri Sitarama Raju In-
ternational Airport at Bhogapuram, effective today, while
continuing to operate under the existing VTZ airport code.
The airline will operate 14 weekly flights between
Bhogapuram and Delhi, offering passengers onward con-
nectivity to several domestic and international destinations
through its hubs.

The new airport terminal, spread across 77,342 sq metres,
features 22 check-in counters, 18 self-baggage-drop units,
advanced security screening, modern baggage-handling
systems and seven aerobridges.

The shift is expected to improve passenger convenience and
operational efficiency while providing Visakhapatnam with
upgraded aviation infrastructure.

ISI-backed Shahzad Bhatti Network
Busted, 253 Detained Across 14 States

New Delhi: Security agencies have dismantled the alleged
ISI-backed Shahzad Bhatti Network in a coordinated crack-
down ahead of Independence Day, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said on Monday.

The operation, conducted on August 12 across 14 states, re-
sulted in 253 detentions, more than 200 arrests and over 80
FIRs, according to government figures. The action targeted
alleged plans for disruptive activities around August 15.
Security agencies recovered IEDs, grenades bearing Paki-
stan Ordnance Factory markings, pistols, live ammunition
and CCTV cameras allegedly used for surveillance and es-
pionage. The network has been linked by Indian agencies to
grenade, IED and petrol-bomb attacks, targeted killings and
reconnaissance of sensitive sites.

The highest number of detentions were reported from Ut-
tar Pradesh (62), Haryana (52), Delhi (51) and Punjab (44).
Shah said the coordinated action demonstrated the govern-
ment’s stated zero-tolerance approach towards cross-border
terrorism.

BSL Offers First Aid to Kanwariyas at
Baidyanath Dham

Bokaro: Continuing its nearly 25-year-old tradition of ser-
vice, Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL) is providing first aid and
essential healthcare to Kanwariyas and devotees during the
Shravani Mela at Baidyanath Dham.

Its Ispat Sanjeevani mobile medical unit, operated by Pira-
mal Swasthya under BSL’s CSR initiative, is stationed at
Bokaro Steel Dharamshala, with a team of medical person-
nel and volunteers. The unit has already treated hundreds of
pilgrims with first aid, medicines and emergency care.
Flagged off from Ispat Bhawan on August 3, the team will
continue its services throughout the Sravani Mela, reaffirm-
ing BSL’s commitment to community welfare and public
healthcare.

Lakhisarai Stampede: 7 Devotees Killed at Ashok Dham
Temple Am1d Massive Sawan Rush

Lakhisarai: Seven women
devotees were killed and more
than a dozen injured after a
stampede broke out at Ashok
Dham Temple in Bihars
Lakhisarai district early Mon-
day morning amid a massive
rush of devotees on the third
Monday of Sawan.

Thousands of devotees had
gathered at the prominent
Shiva shrine for prayers and

Jalabhishek. The situation
turned chaotic around 6.40
am as the crowd surged. Of-
ficials said two trains arrived
at Ashok Dham Halt within
a short interval, adding to the
already heavy rush.
A fallen electrical pole or ca-
ble reportedly triggered panic
among devotees, although
authorities are investigating
the exact sequence of events.
As people attempted to move
away, pressure mounted on
the crowd and barricades re-
portedly gave way, resulting
in several devotees falling and
being crushed.
Seven women were declared
® @

dead, whlle more than adozen
injured devotees were rushed
to nearby hospitals. Police and
district administration teams
reached the spot and launched
rescue and relief operations.
President Droupadi Murmu
expressed deep sorrow over
the deaths and offered condo-
lences to the bereaved fami-
lies. She also prayed for the
speedy recovery of those in-
jured. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi expressed grief over
the tragedy and conveyed his
sympathies to the families of
the victims.

The Bihar government an-

nounced 34 lakh ex-gratia as-
sistance for the family of each
deceased devotee and directed
officials to ensure proper
treatment of the injured.

The tragedy has raised ques-
tions over crowd-manage-
ment arrangements at the
temple during the Sawan sea-
son. Authorities are examin-
ing the circumstances leading
to the sudden surge, including
crowd density, barricading,
the arrival of trains and the re-
ported electrical incident.

The exact cause of the stam-
pede is yet to be conclusively
established.
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Rajasthan CM Bhajan Lal called
him ‘Jaadugar’, Ashok Gehlot
now offers him a magic show

||
Son of a renowned magician, former CM and
Congress veteran announces a slew of measures
for the community: A convention in Chittorgarh,
an academy in Jodhpur, and a new hody — Indian
Magic Federation — aimed at uniting all

—

New Delhi. (Agency)

National

magicians and their organisations.

.
New Delhi. (Agency)

The complaint cites

Sonia Gandhi's

Gandhi, seeking registration of an FIR
over an alleged attempt to disrupt the
singing of Vande Mataram during

A couple of weeks ago, Rajasthan CM Bhajan Lal
Sharma had taken a somewhat personal jibe at his
predecessor, Congress veteran Ashok Gehlot.

gestures and Rahul

S ; 1w ]
S LA LT (L S T 4] Gandhi's remarks, Independence Day celebrations at the
mukhyamantri ji, aap joadugar hain. Lekin
Congress mein aapko hera pheri ke madhyam se k. b Congressheadquarters.
joana jaata hai (Former (M, you may be a magician. see lng a pro € The complaint seeks an FIR after the
?ullwithl)nnlhe Congress, you are known for your . h h h . police ascertain the applicability and
out prayi- m r 1r
Gehlot is the son of noted magician Laxman Singh to whether the legal status of the Vande Mataram Act
Gehlot.On Sunday, the former CM responded to e s : SN
Sharma’s jibe by urging him to organise a magic conduct amounted and conduct a fair, impartial and time

[ibe by urging g g . he all
show at his residence and address the various bound probe into the alleged conduct
issues faced by magicians. to intentional of the two Congress leaders.
Mgl s o s A controversy erupted afer Soni
Committee, Mugician Great Mayavi Charitable Trust, dlsruptlon Of Gandhi was seen making gestures as the
“33 Mﬂgig""s ASS““";‘““ R“iUS‘L'F"I G?(:"O‘ . singers proceeded to the stanzas that the
addressed a press conference at his residence
where a series of measures for welfars of Vande Mataram's Congress has opposed. Party leaders have
magicians were announced.These included a . e argued that the later stanzas, which contain
magicians’ convention in Chittorgarh, an academy in rendltlon,

Jodhpur, and a new body — Indian Magic Federation
— aimed at uniting all magicians and their
organisations.Said Gehlot, “I don’t know what
Bhajan Lal ji said, but if he wants, there can be a
magic show af the (M residence. His entire family,
ministers, and MLAs can watch the show. And after
that, if the CM wants, he can resolve a major issue
faced by magicians, that of GST. | am also writing to
the Central government and the CM in this regard.

"I an IPS officer’s family is not
safe, how is the public?":
Mayawati on UP murder

New Delhi (Agency)

—

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

With the
introduction of
an e-Cabinet

system, the
entire process

decided to implement a
modern e-Cabinet system in
the national capital. CM
Rekha Gupta held a detailed
discussion with experts from
the National Informatics
Centre (NIC) in this regard.
The meeting focused on a
digital system that can make
the entire process of Delhi
government cabinet meetings
paperless, secure, faster and
more transparent.

With the introduction of an e-
Cabinet system, the entire
process related to Cabinet

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) chief Mayawati on
Monday described the alleged murder of an IPS
officer’s mother in Uttar Pradesh’s Ambedkar
Nagar district as “extremely tragic”, saying the
state’s law and order situation was “extremely
concerning”.

In a post on X, Mayawati said the killing of the
elderly mother of senior IPS officer Ashutosh
Mishra had raised serious concerns about public
safety.

“The apprehension among people over the
incident is entirely justified — if such a heinous
crime can occur in a police officer’s family, how

related to
Cabinet

meetings can
be conducted

digitally,

A complaint has been filed with the Delhi
Police against Sonia Gandhi and Rahul

Hindu religious imagery, could be
objectionable to members of other faiths.

e-Cabinet system in city soon, says govt

security of confidential
documents and make
coordination among
departments more effective.

CM Gupta said the effective use of
technology in governance and
administration is the need of the

3
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Vande Mataram row: Complaint seeks FIR against
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi under new law

The BJP launched a sharp attack on the
Congress leadership, demanding that Sonia
Gandhi apologise to the nation. The
Congress, however, denied the allegation

headquarters at Indira Bhawan, appeared
to make gestures and communicate with
people present in a manner that indicated
an objection to the continuation of the
rendition of Vande Mataram.

The complaint also refers to purported
video footage in which Rahul Gandhi is
alleged to have said, "We are not singing
Vande Mataram", during the rendition
of the National Song.

According to the complaint, the exact
nature, intention and purpose behind
the alleged gestures and conduct of
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi require
investigation by the competent
authority.

The complainants have invoked the
Prevention of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, stating that it
seeks to extend the penal protection
available to the National Anthem to the
National Song.

and said there was no attempt to stop the
singing of the full version of the national
song.

Filed by advocates Kunal Vinayak and
Shubh Sharma, the complaint alleges that
Sonia Gandhi, who was present at the
Independence Day function at AICC

President Murmu gives assent
to Bill renaming Kerala as
Keralam

New Delhi . (Agency)

meetings can be conducted hour.The Delhigovernmentaims
digitally. This will speed up to develop a system that
The Delhi government has decision-making, strengthen the simplifies government

GUVLIUF NUI UF DELHI
RS T 83 oot TROR
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§ " all documents related to

President Droupadi Murmu has
given assent to the bill seeking to
rename Kerala as Keralam, with the
legislation now becoming law.

The Lok Sabha passed the Kerala
(Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026, on
Tuesday, followed by the Rajya
Sabha the next day.In the Rajya
Sabha, Minister of State for Home
Affairs Nityanand Rai said the
Kerala Assembly passed a resolution
in 2024, urging the Centre to bring a
law to change the name of the state
to Keralam.

"The bill provides that the State of
Kerala will be known as the State of
Keralam, and hence there is a

processes, enables faster
| decision-making and allows
continuous monitoring of their
implementation.

Through the e-Cabinet system,

Cabinet notes, meeting
| agendas, annexures, Cabinet

decisions and minutes, can be
prepared, shared and made
available to the officials
concerned through a secure
digital medium. This will almost
eliminate dependence on paper
and make the process more
organised and effective.

]. Cabinet meetings, including

safe is the common public?” she said.
Mayawati urged the Uttar Pradesh government
to take the incident seriously and ensure strict
legal action against those responsible.
According to police, 95-year-old Indrawati was
found dead on a cot at her home in Rudha
Dhamrua village at around 9 am on Sunday. Her
gold jewellery was reportedly missing.

A domestic worker found her and alerted
neighbours. Indrawati lived alone following the
death of her hushand, a former government
college principal.

Mishra, who is currently posted in Lucknow,
reached the village later in the afternoon and
filed a complaint alleging murder and robbery
against unidentified persons.

Police said a gold chain, nose pin, earrings and
anklets were missing, while no other household
helongings appeared to have been disturbed.
The family suspects that thieves entered the
house on Saturday night, killed Indrawati and
fled with her jewellery.

Local SHO Shashank Shukla said the exact cause
of death would be established after the post-
morfem examination.

Opposes Invite To Chief Justice

New Delhi. (Agency)

Students and alumni of the National Law guestattheir convocation.
School of India University
(NLSIU) have opposed the
invitation to Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant and Bar Council of
India (BCI) Chairman Manan
Kumar Mishra to the university's
upcoming convocation ceremony.

The opposition comes days after a
major controversy at another
premier institution, the National
Academy of Legal Studies and
Research (NALSAR) University of
Law in Hyderabad, where the BCI
briefly ordered that students from the 2026
graduating batch should not be enrolled as

Relieve me: Shehzad Poonawalla presses BJP to
accept resignation in 2nd letter

After NALSAR, Another Top Law College

advocates after some of them objected to their "dignity, independence of thought and
Chief Justice Kant being invited as chief legitimate concerns" mustbe respected.

The BCI later withdrew the order, and
Mishra apologised to law students, saying

Shehzad Poonawalla said
he had made a final

decision to leave BJP
responsibilities and move

to the private sector, citing

pressing personal and
financial circumstances.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Shehzad Poonawalla, who has
resigned as the BJP’s national
spokesperson, has once again
submitted his resignation to the
party, urging the leadership to
accept it and relieve him of his
organisational responsibilities.

In a letter to BJP president Nitin

Nabin, which he shared on X,
Poonawalla said he was grateful
that the BJP had initially declined to
accept his resignation and had
asked him to reconsider his
decision. However, after "long and

hard contemplation”, he said he
had arrived at a final decision to
press for his exit from the party role
and active membership.

"The events of the last few days,
courtesy certain individuals about

whom I have told you in great
detail, have forced me to reinforce
and stand by my earlier decision,"
he said, without naming the
individuals.

Poonawalla, who joined the BJP in
late 2021, had emerged as one of
the party’s prominent faces and
among its most prominent Muslim
voices within the
organisation.Explaining his
decision, Poonawalla reiterated
that he would move to the private
sector because of "pressing
emergency financial and personal
circumstances". At the same time,
he said he would continue to
support the vision and work of
Prime Minister Modi and the BJP
"wherever possible and in whatever
format possible".

proposal to rename the State of
Kerala to Keralam," he said.

The Kerala government had
forwarded a resolution passed by the
state assembly regarding the name
change to the Centre in June 2024.
Subsequently, President Murmu
referred the Bill to the state
legislature for its views, following
which the Assembly adopted a
unanimous resolution agreeing with
the Bill.

The Kerala (Alteration of Name)
Bill provides for the alteration of the
state's name and contains necessary
amendments to the Constitution and
consequential provisions, according
to the Bill's statement of objects and
reasons.

Amendments will be made in the
First Schedule to the Constitution by
modifying the name of Kerala as
Keralam in accordance with Article
3 of the Constitution.

In a letter on Saturday, students and alumni of
NLSIU said they stood in "unconditional solidarity"
with their counterparts at NALSAR and criticised

both the BCI chairman's conduct and the CJl's
proposed participation in their own convocation.

In a letter on Saturday students and alumni
wom of NLSIU said they stood in
| "unconditional solidarity" with their
counterparts at NALSAR and
criticised both the BCI chairman's

- conduct and the CJI's proposed

ST

participation in their own
| convocation.The student body said
~ that the issue was not simply about
i 1 who attends a graduation ceremony
but whether students at India's
ﬁ leading law schools should be free
to disagree with powerful
institutions and public officials
without fearing consequences for their
professional futures.
strength: Congress
°
NEW DELHI.(Agency) Minister’s Independence Day appeal, Ramesh
said the issue needed to be viewed in its
A day after Prime Minister Narendra Modi historical context. He pointed to the 73rd and
appealed to Opposition parties to support the 74th Constitutional Amendments passed in
proposed delimitation- 1993, which provided one-third reservation for
linked women’s reservation women in panchayats,
legislation, the Congress on zilla parishads, block
Sunday accused him of panchayats and
indulging in “drama” and municipalities.
demanded that the 33% Ramesh credited former
quota be implemented on Prime Minister Rajiv
the existing strength of the Gandhi with laying the
Lower House of Parliament groundwork for women'’s
for the 2029 Lok Sabha political representation
elections. atthe grassrootslevel and
Congress general secretary bringing the provision
in-charge of communications Jairam Ramesh into the constitutional framework.He also
questioned the government’sintentions, saying r€called the passage of the Nari Shakti Vandan
Modi should stop “sermonising” from the Red Adhiniyam in September 2023, saying it was

Fort and instead act on women’s reservation pass.ed unan'imo.usly and that Congress
immediately.Responding to the Prime president Mallikarjun Kharge..
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An unhealthy diet of
saturated fat in
external affairs

One of the many Communist era jokes in Poland
featured an American and a Pole in animated
conversation in Warsaw’s Old City, which has
symbolism associated with the country’s blood-
soaked history. The American tourist tells the
Polish citizen: “I can stand in front of the White
House, shout slogans and protest against the
American President. That is how we cherish our
freedom.” Replies the Pole: “I can also stand in
front of my President’s office, shout slogans and
protestagainst the US President.”

Debate in India about this country’s foreign policy
has become just like the above encounter between
the American and the Pole. India’s think tanks and
media thunder daily and incessantly against
Pakistan, China, the regressive acts against women
by the Taliban in Afghanistan, Islamists in
Bangladesh and, occasionally, against US
President Donald Trump. But rarely, if at all, can
any meaningful or worthwhile criticism of India’s
current external relations be seen anywhere on
these domestic platforms.Once in a while, foreign
newspapers and other outlets are also at the
receiving end of Indian public ire. When the
foreign media demands accountability to truth
from the Indian government, or when New Delhi’s
policies are hauled over the coals in great detail, or
if books and movies not to the liking of vocal—but
splendidly ill-informed—sections of local society
are brought out abroad, such critics are trolled as
agents of India’s destabilisation.

This shameful and dangerous practice of keeping
its own citizens in ignorance about real issues of
national security and external affairs—as opposed
to perceived interests and propaganda—is not
entirely new or the product of the present ruling
dispensation. When I returned to India three-and-
a-half decades ago after working abroad for many
years as a journalist, a joint secretary in the
ministry of external affairs (MEA), whom I had
known since my teenage years, called me home
and gave some advice. Because I had started
writing against the official MEA line, this well-
meaning official was concerned as a friend. “Look,
I can summon any journalist on the foreign policy
beat, howsoever senior, and dictate a story to him.
It will appear in print tomorrow without even a
change in comma or full stop.” There were no TV
channels then other than the sole official one.K
Subrahmanyam, who has long been considered in
India as the guru of today’s defence and foreign
policy analysts, was once approached by George
Tanham of the RAND Corporation’s National
Defense Research Institute for his views on Indian
strategic thought. “What can I say about something
that doesn’t exist!”” Subrahmanyam had retorted to
Tanham’s query. On another occasion, when
Subrahmanyam was Jawaharlal Nehru Visiting
Professor at the University of Cambridge, students
at Wolfson College had asked him a question
similar to Tanham’s. “That would be a good idea,”
Subrahmanyam had said about strategic thinking
in India, paraphrasing Mahatma Gandhi’s answer
to his thoughts on Western civilisation.
Subrahmanyam’s son S Jaishankar was foreign
secretary and is now the minister for external
affairs. It may be unfair to speculate on what the
father would have thought of his son’s foreign and
security policies. But it is fair from an analyst’s
point to view to argue that a low type of
pragmatism has replaced ideology as MEA’s core
policy today. Pragmatism brings success, but more
often than not, such successes are short-lived.
Pragmatism cannot substitute strategic thought,
which alone can craft policies that reflect India’s
growing stature in the world. Robust strategic
thought must honestly take into account that India
isalong way from fulfilling its destiny.

States slow-walking into a fiscal trap

An old audit report of West Bengal’s finances tabled recently shows ballooning debt despite impressive growth. The phenomenon, made worse
by hidden debt in the form of guarantees, is quite common among states. Blaming only subsidies and cash transfers distorts the picture

Late last month, West Bengal’s new government tabled in
the Assembly 28 Comptroller and Auditor General
reports that had been pending since 2020-21. The state’s
finance minister termed the delay a “constitutional
lapse”. Among the revelations in the reports was Bengal’s
debt standing at over ?8 lakh crore despite recording an
almost 9.6 percent compounded annual growth over a
decade.Growth and rising debt moving together is not
unique to Bengal. Delhi has seen its own version of this
fight, with lieutenant-governors pressing chief ministers
to table overdue audits. What has changed is the scale of
what these audits are now uncovering at a moment when
every state—irrespective of who governs it—is quietly
renegotiating how much of its own budget it actually
controls.States, which cannot print money or run their
own monetary policy, can only borrow within limits set
largely by the Centre. Once salaries, pensions, interest
and subsidies are paid, little room is left for anything new.
What gets sacrificed in the process is capital expenditure.
States allocated only 16.59 percent of their total
spendings to capital assets like roads, hospitals and
educational institutions in 2024-25. This is a significantly
low proportion that has continued to linger between 13
percent and 20 percent over the past decade. For every
rupee spent, barely a sixth builds the roads, hospitals and
classrooms meant to drive future growth.

High interest payments seem to be the primary reason for
reduced capital expenditures. Interest payments by all
states have skyrocketed manifold, increasing by 160
percent over the last decade.

In 2024-25, 11 states—Punjab, Haryana, Kerala, West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka and
Gujarat—allocated more than 10 percent of their total
budgets to pay for interest. Only Mizoram, Arunachal
Pradesh and Odisha allotted less than five percent of their
state budget to pay off their liabilities. Karnataka has the
largest share of 14 percent allocated for subsidies,
signifying that a single category cannot be solely held
responsible for fiscal stress.A less visible liability has
grown just as quickly. Guarantees extended to power
utilities and state corporations convert into real debt the
moment they are invoked, yet sit outside headline deficit
figures until then. As of March 2025, outstanding
guarantees crossed ?13 lakh crore or 4 percent of gross
state domestic products (GSDP)—more than three times
than a decade ago. [t varies between over 14 percent of the
GSDP in Telangana and less than 0.5 percent in Gujarat,
Odisha and Uttarakhand.State governments are also
increasingly dependent on market borrowings to fund
their deficits. As per the Reserve Bank of India, they
accounted for 76.3 percent of the combined gross fiscal

deficit in the 2025-26 budget estimates. This compares to
71.8 per cent in the previous fiscal. Over 1,000 separate
loans were issued to state governments in 2025-26.

Every additional rupee raised this way locks in a future
interest bill, feeding directly back into the committed
expenditure trap described above, regardless of whether
the underlying spending funded a hospital or a subsidy.

1980-81, it found that the size of Central transfers does not
reliably predict faster growth in poorer states; what does
correlate is the share of a state's own spending that goes
into capital formation. Higher fiscal deficits are linked to
weaker growth down the line, and social spending pays off
more reliably when paired with actual investment rather
than delivered alone.

The trend of states recordig a revenue surplus has reversed The West Bengal episode is as much about fiscal

sharply, as the number of such states came down
strikingly between 2018-19 and 2024-25, as the
Economic Survey 2025-26 states. The overall revenue
deficit of all states put together widened from 0.1 percent
of GDPin 2019 to 0.7 percent. It worsened by another 40
basis points in the last fiscal year alone. States' own tax
revenue did rise as a share of total revenue receipts, from
46 percent in 2022 to close to 50 percent by 2025, but this
improvement has been concentrated in states with
diversified, GST-friendly manufacturing and service
sectors.The sharper divide runs between states that can
tax their own growth and those that cannot, not between
generous spenders and austere ones.

A related finding in the same survey deserves more
attention. Drawing on state-level data going back to

architecture as it is about political point-scoring. A state
that delays tabling its own audit reports for years denies its
Legislature and citizens the chance to debate the trade-offs
laid out: how much goes to interest, how much sits in
contingent guarantees and how much is left for capital
spending. Timely, transparent reporting is a precondition
for credible fiscal correction.Beyond that, it means that the
instinctive reflex to blame subsidies and cash transfers
oversimplifies a problem rooted in tax capacity, legacy
debt and a national borrowing architecture that offers
states few tools beyond the annual budget. A state with a
narrow tax base and rising interest costs will struggle to
fund capital investment, however it redesigns its welfare
basket.Until India's federal fiscal architecture confronts
these path-dependent constraints directly, the weight of
old baggage will keep increasing in new state budgets.

sy Tata Group needs steady hand at helm to steer through choppy seas L—G55=

The succession comes at a challenging time for the group. Its challenges extend beyond
financials, with boardroom battles adding to the pressure

After months of intense boardroom drama, Tata Sons
Chairman N Chandrasekaran has announced his intention
of stepping down next February, ending a 10-year tenure
at the helm of the group. Chandrasekaran, who had the
backing of the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust and Sir Ratan Tata
Trust for a third term, could not secure the support of Noel
Tata, Chairman of Tata Trusts, which collectively own 66
percent of Tata Sons. Under the holding company’s
bylaws, the chairman’s appointment requires unanimous
support. Noel’s objections reportedly stemmed from
concerns over steep losses in several new ventures,
excessive capital expenditure on high-risk businesses and
mounting losses from acquisitions such as Air India and
BigBasket. Unable to resolve the deadlock,
Chandrasekaran deferred a vote on his reappointment at
the February 24 board meeting. With no resolution in sight
after months, he decided against seeking another term
when his tenure ends on February 20, 2027.The exit leaves
the ?16-lakh-crore Tata Group facing a crucial question:
who will lead the conglomerate into the future? In his
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statement released Wednesday, Chandrasekaran too
stressed the need for clarity on the group’s leadership
beyond February 2027.

The successon comes at a challenging time for the group.
Air India incurred a net loss of 722,238 crore in 2025-26,

'Operation Safed Sagar' brings Kargil alive

more than double the ?10,859-crore loss in 2024-25. Tata
Digital, which houses new-age businesses such as 1mg
and BigBasket, deepened its loss to 74,974 crore from Rs
4,610 crore a year earlier. Even TCS, the group’s cash cow
in recent decades, faces an uncertain future as artificial
intelligence reshapes the technology services industry.

The group’s challenges extend beyond financials, with
boardroom battles adding to the pressure. Tata Sons is also
facing regulatory pressure from the RBI to get the entity
listed—a scenario the group has been trying to avoid.
Amid such internal strains and leadership churn, the group
needs to make tough choices to steer the conglomerate
through an increasingly challenging and rapidly evolving
business environment. With the clock already ticking on
getting the succession right, the group needs to be careful
to avoid repeating mistakes of the past, particularly the
leadership crisis that followed the appointment and
subsequent removal of Cyrus Mistry, who had the shortest
tenure as Tata Sons chairman. A steady hand at the helm is
needed for the choppy seas ahead.

«The focus on the much-underplayed role of the IAF in the Kargil conflict through the lens of one squadron is a masterstroke

Very rarely does one get to view a gripping Indian web
series on OTT based on war or a conflict that has a well-
researched and credible script, tight direction and a
storyline that blends the geopolitical and military
dimensions. ‘Operation Safed Sagar’, airing now on
Netflix, is one such offering that portrays the 1999 Kargil
conflict with finesse. SouthAsians & DiasporaAdding to
the positives is the restrained and accurate portrayal of
characters, including those of Indian and Pakistani
politicians, senior military leadership on both sides, and
the entire band of pilots from the Golden Arrows squadron
of the IAF.The focus on the much-underplayed role of the
Indian Air Force in the Kargil conflict through the lens of
one squadron is a masterstroke that prevents cinematic
overreach and clutter. It has allowed for a storyline that
showcases the finer nuances of life in a typical IAF
squadron and offers a close look at operational and
tactical vignettes, camaraderie and leadership in a combat
environment.Fighter squadrons all over the world are
tight-knit units, with the Commanding Officer and the
Flight Commander bearing onerous responsibilities,
particularly in stressful training and combat
environments.

The IAF squadrons in the 1990s, particularly the MiG-
21s, had a disproportionately large number of young
officers who needed to be trained and moulded into
operationally proficient fighter pilots, ready for
combat.The series portrays Wing Commander Tony
Dhanoa and Squadron Leader Ajay Ahuja as good leaders
— firm, empathetic and bold risk-takers with a sense of
duty that ultimately leads Ahuja to take one risk too many
and pay for it with his life. Siddharth as Ajay Ahuja comes
across as a flight commander who means business, leads
from the front and quickly understands his boys well.
Another impressive portrayal is that of Gen Pervez

Musharraf and his band of conniving generals, with their
obsession with Jammu and Kashmir. The General
demonstrates the absolute supremacy of the Pakistan
Army in strategic decision-making.

Nawaz Sharif's portrayal as a bumbling but opportunistic
politician kept in the dark by a cunning Musharraf'is quite
convincing. So is PM Vajpayee's portrayal as a well-
meaning Indian PM who is blindsided by Musharraf and
then goes on to demonstrate firmness by staying with a
long military campaign to evict the Pakistani forces from
the Kargil heights. SouthAsians &
DiasporaAcknowledged as one of the IAF's best
operational commanders in recent decades, Air Marshal
Vinod Patney's character is played very well by Adil
Hussain, with his clipped English accent and bold

decision-making.

There are several authentic and heartwarming episodes in
the series that reflect the human dimension of life in a
fighter squadron, both in peacetime and during war.
Among those that stand out are bachelors 'bouncing' their
newly posted and seemingly aloof, soft-drink-consuming
flight commander (Ahuja). Then late at night, they end up
cutting vegetables for a delectable pulao that is served to
them, even as they empty the bar.

Another episode shows a young pilot being distracted by a
determined girlfriend, who leaves her home to be with
him. She is temporarily adopted by the squadron till they
get married.The briefings, tactical discussions,
exhilaration after coming out tops in an exercise and the
disappointment of not being in action come across with

honesty and in an 'as-it-happens' manner in a typical
fighter squadron.The areas where the director has chosen
to exercise his imagination and take liberty with the actual
occurrence of events during the Kargil conflict have been
well chosen. For example, the exact details of Squadron
Leader Ahuja's capture after he ejects, his brutal torture
and killing. This part is very well handled in the episode
that creates a sequence of events from his ejection,
attempted escape and capture to his interrogation and,
finally, his execution.

The aviation sequences are well orchestrated and
credible, barring a few over-the-top ones, such as the
manoeuvring of the MiG-21 in narrow snow-covered and
rocky valleys and the conduct of the night operation in the
final episode that portrays a large formation of MiG-21s
manoeuvring at high altitude by night in close formation.
If Tom Cruise can execute several almost-impossible
manoeuvres in "Top Gun' and "Top Gun: Maverick’, Wing
Commander BS Dhanoa ('Tony"), effectively played by
Jimmy Shergill, and his boys from the Golden Arrows,
can do one better!The dialogues are crisp and very
military-like, with little rhetoric or chest-thumping
beyond the very real manifestations of nationalism on
both sides.

Overall, this series is one of the finest Indian productions
in the war-and-conflict genre in recent decades. It is on the
same plane as films such as 'Vijeta' and 'Sam Bahadur'.
SouthAsians & DiasporaThe series is also a befitting
farewell to the MiG-21, the IAF's longest-serving and
best-loved fighter aircraft.

'Operation Safed Sagar' is a must watch for anyone
wanting to recall events of the Kargil conflict and
understand the IAF's role in the joint operation that
decisively evicted the Pakistani forces from the heights in
the Kargil sector.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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India hockey coach calls out
FIH on X, blasts them for
terrible refereeing vs China

®DISHA

NEWoPrORTENIT IS

New Delhi. (Agency)

India women's hockey team head coach
Sjoerd Marijne has publicly questioned the
International Hockey Federation's (FIH)
refereeing after India were held to a 2-2 draw
by China in their opening match of the
Hockey World Cup on Sunday, August 16.
Marijne took to X to highlight the penalty
stroke awarded to China in the final minute
of the first quarter. The coach posted video
footage of the penalty and questioned the
FIH's interpretation of the rules. The Dutch
coach claimed the Chinese player appeared
to drag the ball during the penalty stroke,
something that is not permitted under the
rules. However, according to Marijne, the
FIH rules committee did not consider the
action to be dragging when he sought
clarification."Good to know, this is
apparently NOT dragging. The reaction of
the rules committee from the FIH after
asking clarification is that this clip of the
penalty stroke is not dragging. I have just
asked it for clarification whThe penalty
stroke came at the end of a first quarter that
had otherwise been dominated by India.
Baljit and Lalremsiami caused problems for
China from the wings, while India's forward
line repeatedly found its way into the
opposition circle. The referee awarded China
the penalty stroke after ruling that Shilpi
Dabas had obstructed China's Zhang Ying.
India took the video referral, but the decision
was upheld by the TV umpire.

atto tell my players," Marijne wrote on X.
Zhang made no mistake from the spot to
bring China level at 1-1.The decision
appeared to frustrate Marijne, who also
questioned another call late in the match after
India were not awarded a penalty corner
despite Navneet Kaur's circle penetration.
INDIAHOLD CHINATO 2-2 DRAW
India had started the match on the front foot
and took the lead in the eighth minute
through Navneet Kaur.

Cristiano Ronaldo hints at
retirement: It will
probably be my last year
playing foothall

New Delhi. (Agency)

Cristiano Ronaldo has hinted that the 2026-
27 season could be his final one in
professional football, admitting that he will
"probably" retire from the game at the end
of the campaign."This is probably my last
year of football, and I want to leave a
spectacular legacy," Ronaldo told Vogue.
The 4l1-year-old Portugal captain has
stopped short of announcing his retirement,
but the comments offer his clearest
indication yet that he is considering the end
of his playing career.There is still plenty
left for Ronaldo to chase. He has scored
976 goals in 1,330 games for club and
country and is just 24 goals away from
reaching 1,000.His numbers at Al Nassr
remain strong too. Ronaldo scored 28 goals
in the Saudi Pro League last season,
finishing third in the scoring charts, and
found the net 39 times in all competitions.
That came at te end of a career that has
taken him from Sporting CP to Manchester
United, Real Madrid and Juventus before
his second spell at United and his move to
Al Nassr in 2023.Ronaldo has scored 450
goals for Real Madrid, 145 for Manchester
United across his two spells and 138 for
Portugal. He has won five Ballon d'Or
awards, five Champions League titles and
the European Championship with Portugal
At 41, he remains Portugal's captain and
one of Al Nassr's main attacking threats.
But for the first time, Ronaldo is speaking
openly about what comes after football.
LIFEAFTERFOOTBALL

Ronaldo says he has already thought about
how he will spend his time once he stops

playing.

e @ @ &
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BWF World Championships: Fitter and still
hungry, PV Sindhu chases history at home

Seven years after her last World
Championships medal, PV Sindhu
arrives in Delhi fitter and calmer,
chasing a record sixth, backed
by a rebuilt sports science team
and facing a draw set to test her.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Seven years is a long time to carry an ache.
For PV Sindhu, it has lasted since Basel,
where she last stood on a World
Championships podium. Since then, the
two-time Olympic medallist has watched
the tournament come and go without her
name on it, even as she remained, by her
own record, the most decorated woman in
its history. Now the wait comes to New
Delhi, to the Indira Gandhi Indoor Arena,
and to a crowd that will not need reminding
what is at stake: a sixth World
Championships medal, one that would pull

her level with no one and leave her,
alone, at the top of a list she
currently shares with China's
Zhang Ning.

She could not have picked a better
moment to arrive at that number.
Sindhu ended a two-year title
drought at the Japan Open earlier
this year, and if the seven-year wait
for a Worlds medal has weighed on
her, that win seems to have lifted
something.

"I think it definitely gives me a lot
of confidence," she said on the eve
of her first-round match in
Delhi.“Of course, I'm really
looking forward to the World
Championships to start. Since it's
happening in India, I think it's
really exciting."She was relaxed at
that press conference, even playful, a
shuttler who looked like she was enjoying
herself again rather than merely enduring
the circuit. She trained alongside Ayush
Shetty in the build-up, both of them
overseen by coach Irwansyah, and by most

accounts around the venue, she has looked

sharp.
SCIENCE IN THE SHADOWS

But the real story of this Sindhu, the 2026
version rather than the one who won gold in
2019, sits somewhere less visible than a

scoreline. It is in the sports science room.

Pakistan Women name Asia Cup, Asian Games
squads, target revival uf’rer 120 World Cup

Pakistan Women have named their
Asia Cup and Asian Games squads
as they look to hounce back from
a disappointing T20 World Cup
campaign. Fatima Sana returns as
captain, with Pakistan also aiming
to recover after recently losing
the T20I series to Sri Lanka.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Pakistan Women have their sights set on a
fresh start after the Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) announced the 15-member squads
for the Women’s Asia Cup 2026 and the
women’s cricket event at the 20th Asian
Games on Sunday.Regular captain Fatima
Sana returns to lead Pakistan in both

tournaments after missing the recent T201
series against Sri Lanka due to her
commitments with The Hundred, where
she represented Birmingham Phoenix. Her
return will be a major boost for a side
looking to recover from a disappointing
T20 World Cup campaignPakistan
managed only one win in five group
matches at the global tournament,

finishing fifth in Group 1 with two
points. They lost their opening three
games against India, South Africa and
Bangladesh before suffering a heavy
113-run defeat to Australia. They
eventually ended their campaign on a
positive note by beating the Netherlands
by 37 runs.

FATIMA RETURNS AS PAKISTAN
LOOKTOREBUILD

The Asia Cup will be played from August
28 to September 13 at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium, with
Pakistan drawn in Group A alongside
Hong Kong, China, India and Thailand.
They will begin against Thailand on
September 1 before facing India on
September 5 and Hong Kong, China, on
September 7.The squad announcement
comes after Pakistan suffered another
setback against Sri Lanka, losing the T20I
series 2-1. Muneeba Ali led the side in
Fatima Sana’s absence due to her
commitments with The Hundred.

Mikel Arteta's Arsenal blow Manchester City
away fo lift 18th Community Shield

New Delhi. (Agency)

Arsenal could hardly have asked for a
better start to the new season. Mikel
Arteta's side tore Manchester City §
apart with a 3-0 win in the BB
Community Shield on Sunday, lifting
the trophy for the 18th time and &g
sending an early warning to their |

Premier League rivals.The Gunners
needed just 23 seconds to take the
lead, with Riccardo Calafiori
finishing off a superb move involving
Myles Lewis-Skelly.Lewis-Skelly
allowed the ball to run across his body 25
yards from goal before slipping a superb
reverse pass into the path of Calafiori. The
Italian left-back made no mistake, running
onto the pass before calmly sidefooting
beyond Gianluigi Donnarumma.It was the
fastest goal in Community Shield history

and set the tone for a one-sided afternoon
in Cardiff.City did have a chance to

respond when Phil Foden found space 25
yards from goal, but David Raya produced
an excellent diving save to keep Arsenal
ahead.Arsenal, though, continued to
control the game and doubled their
advantage in the 28th minute.Martin
Odegaard picked out the far post with a
dangerous cross after cutting inside from

the right. Christos Tzolis, one of Arsenal's
debutants, made a clever run beyond
Abdukodir Khusanov and managed to
direct a looping header back across
goalKai Havertz was perfectly placed to
meet it, heading through Donnarumma
and into the net.It was a deserved reward
for an Arsenal side that played with real
intensity despite the Community Shield

., traditionally being viewed as a curtain-
| raiser rather than a major competitive

fixture. The Gunners looked hungry from
the opening whistle and gave City very
little time to settle.Tzolis, in particular,
made a strong first impression. The
summer signing was lively throughout the
first half and played a key role in Arsenal's
second goalCity made a change at the
break, bringing on Jack Grealish for
Jeremy Doku, while Arsenal introduced
Declan Rice for Bruno Guimaraes.

Vimal Kumar, who has watched
Sindhu's career from close quarters and
spoke to India Today in 2025 about the
need for her to manage her tour
schedule more sustainably as she got
older, sees the difference plainly now.
"At her level, more than anything else,
the S&C plays a major role. How you
take care of your body is very
important," he said.

"Her fitness team is also working very
diligently. You can't kill her every
session. It has been very systematic.
Those are aspects we have improved.
She looked good to me."Sindhu herself
is unusually candid about how
deliberately that team has been built.
“I've had areally good team around me,
and we had to build that team. It took
some time," she said."When we got the
whole team together in terms of sports
science, physio and the trainer, I think we
all came together, we sat down, we just
noted down what is required and what is
needed. We discussed it with the coach and
we had to improve on those things."

India vs Sri Lanka: Rain
threatens Galle Test and
India's WTC charge

Asan. (Agency)

Rain has already taken a sizeable bite out of the
first Test between India and Sri Lanka in Galle,
and the weather could yet have the final say.
India have built a commanding position at
460/9, but the amount of time lost means a
result is far from guaranteed.

Day 1 was shortened by rain, while Day 2
suffered an even bigger interruption. Only 43
overs were possible on Sunday after the start
was pushed back to 2.35 PM, with India adding
172 runs to their overnight 288/2.

SLvs IND 1st Test Day 2: Highlights

Devdutt Padikkal's 167 has put India firmly in
the driver's seat, with KL Rahul making 82 and
Dhruv Jurel adding 51. Sri Lanka's spinners

did fight back, with Prabath Jayasuriya taking
4/109 and debutant Keshara Nuwantha
claiming 3/175, but India still finished the day
nine wickets down and in control. The concern
now is simple. India need enough time to bowl
Sri Lanka out and then create a result, but the
weather has already eaten into that window.
With more rain forecast, a draw is becoming a
genuine possibility.

WILL RAIN WASH OUT SL VS IND
GALLE TEST?

According to AccuWeather, Monday has an
83% chance of precipitation in Galle. The
hourly forecast makes for particularly
frustrating reading, with a 51% chance of rain
at 10 AM, 47% at 11 AM, 44% at noon, 48% at
1 PM and 52% at 2 PM. The chances then ease
to 45% at 3 PM, 39% at 4 PM and 34% at 5 PM
before rising again to 40% at 6 PM.In other
words, even if the showers are brief, the stop-
start nature could be enough to eat into
valuable playing time. Rain is also forecast
around the scheduled start, with conditions
expected to improve at points before another
spell arrives later in the day.

Jamal Musiala collapses on field during
Bayern Munich frlendly, spurkmg concern

New Delhi. (Agency)

Jamal Musiala, the 23-year-old Bayern
Munich and Germany attacking midfielder,
sparked concern after collapsing during
Bayern's friendly against RB Leipzig. The
worrying scenes came just minutes after
Musiala had scored, but Bayern have since
offered reassurance that their star
midfielder is doing well.

Musiala came off the bench during Bayern's
3-1 win and found the net in the 8 1 st minute.
Speaking after the match, Bayern sporting
director Max Eberl moved to ease concerns
surrounding the player.The most important
thing is that he is fine. There is nothing to
say about anything else," Eberl said.

A Bayern board member for sport also
offered a brief update, saying, "The main
thing is that he's OK." The club, however,
did not provide further details about what

@ |

caused Musiala to collapse.Musiala had
been on the pitch for only around 15
minutes when he went down and needed
attention from medical staff from both
teams. He eventually got back to his feet

® @ @

==

and walked towards the tunnel on his own,
although he appeared visibly shaken. He
was substituted in the 88th minute.

temperatures in Munich had climbed
above 30 degrees Celsius. However,
Bayern have not confirmed the cause of the
episode and are expected to monitor his
condition.

MUSIALA'S HISTORY ADDS TO
CONCERN

The timing of the incident inevitably
brought Musiala's recent injury problems
back into focus. He suffered a serious leg
injury during Bayern's Club World Cup
- match against Paris Saint-Germain last
{ summer, including a fractured fibula, and
| spentseveral months on the sidelines.
Musiala eventually returned to action in
January and has since been working his
way back towards his best. He was also
part of Germany's 2026 World Cup
campaign, making the latest scare
particularly unsettling given how carefully

Reports in Germany suggested Musiala

experienced sudden dizziness, while

I T NS BN I @

his recovery has been managed.
-
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Appears Upset At Farah Khan's Star-
Studded Lock Upp Success Bash

ilmmaker and Lock Upp host Farah Khan hosted a glittering success
party to celebrate the grand success of the reality show’s season 2 )

Wednesday night.While the evening was filled with laughter,
dancing and reunions, a brief moment involving first runner-up
Shivangi Joshi was caught on camera.As the camera on the party
floor moved around recording the celebrations, most of the
guests were seen chatting, laughing and enjoying the
evening.However, as the camera panned across the room,

Shivangi Joshi was briefly seen standing in a corner with two

guests. She appeared quiet and reserved compared to the rest

ofthe crowd.

As soon as the camera turned towards her, the actress
graciously smiled and
acknowledged it with a \
warm wave before blending
back into the celebrations.

Farah Khan, who put up the

iconic song, ‘Om Shanti Om’

from her superhit movie of the

same name as the background

score, captioned her party

video as, “Epic success party
foran epic season!!"

Meanwhile, Apoorva Mukhija

| was spotted engrossed in a fun
conversation with producer Ekta
Kapoor, while actors Arjun
Kapoor, Mouni Roy, Riteish
Deshmukh, Genelia Deshmukh,
Shweta Tiwari, Maheep Kapoor,
Dheeraj Dhoopar, Vinny Arora, and
many others added star power to the bash.

The celebration also saw the presence of almost the entire Lock Upp
Season 2 family, including winner Shreya Kalra, Harshad Chopda,
Apoorva Mukhija, Yogesh,, Shreshtha Iyer, Madhuri Grover and other
contestants. Shreya Kalra’s boyfriend was also present at the celebration,
cheering for the winner.

Despite the intense rivalry that took place inside the Lock Upp house during the
tenure of the show, the success bash painted a different picture altogether.
Otherwise, in-house rivals Shivangi Joshi and winner Shreya Kalra were later
seen dancing their hearts out together during a fun girls’ dance, twirling to the
music as fellow contestant Harshad Chopda too joined them. Harshad was also
seen warmly hugging Shreya.

For the uninitiated, Lock Upp Season 2 concluded with its grand finale on
August 5. Shreya Kalra lifted the winner’s trophy, while Shivangi Joshi finished
as the first runner-up. Yogesh emerged as the second runner-up, followed by
Shilpa Shinde in fourth place and Ram Kapoor as the fifth runner-up.

ctress Jiya Shankar has announced that she
is now engaged! Taking to Instagram, Jiya
shared photos with her fiancé, Kaaran,
from her dreamy proposal. Jiya and Kaaran were in
a long-distance relationship before they got
engaged in a garden overlooking the sea. Jiya’s
post has now gone viral, with friends and fans
sending her love.
Jiya wrote on Instagram, “So
maybe it is true, you do find
love when you least expect it,
but God really tested my
patience here. It wasn’t
easy, but somehow it still
. was. Every conversation
with you, even though
you were thousands of
miles away from me,
felt like home. This
journey wasn’t easy,
but we chose each
other every single
day.”
She added, “You
showed me the
love I waited my whole life for. You
made me laugh on my toughest days.
Held me a lil tighter every time at
airport goodbyes like your heart
was breaking into a thousand
pieces. No matter where we were
in the world — home was never a
place; it was always you."
“My goofball, my best friend, my
ABCD, life is definitely an
adventure with you, and it

Off Track
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Jiva Shankar

_ Gets Engaged To BF Kaaran, Kisses
. Fiancé In Dreamy Proposal Photos

happens to be my favourite rom-com. I can’t wait to
spend my forever with you and spend the rest of my
life loving you the way you’ve always loved me. I
love you, Kaaran ,"Jiyaconcluded.

Jiyalooked beautiful in a yellow dress with her hair
framing her face perfectly. Kaaran complemented
her in an off-white outfit. In one of the pictures, she
was seen tearing up as Kaaran held her hand. She

also flaunted her beautiful engagement ring in one
ofthe pictures.

Reem Shaikh took to the comments and wrote,
“You found your rom com finally

v v v "Palak Purswani wrote, “I don’t
think anyone deserves this more than you +;"
I’ve seen you pray for this, believe in it, and never
stop hoping. Seeing this day finally come is so
emotional. My heart is genuinely so happy for you.
May this be the beginning of the most beautiful
chapter of your life.

Sanjay Leela Bhansali And Kareena
wdy Kapoor Khan's Devdas Controversy: One

ey,

Khan’s fallout has remained one of the most

talked-about in Bollywood, but it looks like
the filmmaker wishes to put the past feud behind
him. As per a recent report, nearly two and a half
decades later, the filmmaker has approached the 3
Idiots star to play the female lead in his upcoming
production.
Back in the 2000s, when Bhansali was casting for
Devdas, Kareena had given a look test for the film.
With hopes high, when she found out that the role
had been given to Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, the
actress reportedly felt cheated. It was widely
reported that Kareena felt very bad about what
happened and vowed never to work with the
director again. Since then, the actor-director duo
has never worked together. If the reports are true
and things do work out in their favour, it will be one
ofthe biggest collaborations in the industry.
Years later, Bhansali cast Kareena in Goliyon Ki
Raasleela Ram-Leela. However, the actress exited
the project just days before filming was set to
begin. While Kareena later attributed her decision
to a change of mind, reports at the time suggested
changing professional commitments played a role.
Bhansali had reportedly expressed surprise over
her last-minute departure.
Kareena and SLB Collaborating?
Bollywood Hungama has reported that Dhanush
will star as the male lead in the yet-to-be-titled
film, and Bhansali is keen to sign Kareena Kapoor
as the female lead. The update also suggests that
while nothing has been confirmed yet, Kareena has
shown interest in the project.

S anjay Leela Bhansali and Kareena Kapoor

Pradeep Rawat's Death: Salman Khan
Remembers 'Brother', Aamir Khan
Attends Funeral

eteran actor Pradeep Rawat’s demise

has left the entire film industry grief

struck, with several Bollywood stars
paying tribute to the actor known for his roles in
films such as Lagaan, Ghajini, Baaghi and
Sarfarosh. Even Salman Khan and Aamir Khan,
who shared a long professional association with
the late actor, paid tributes to the actor.
Salman Khan Pens Emotional Tribute
On Wednesday, Salman Khan paid an emotional
tribute to his Baaghi co-star via his Instagram
Stories. Sharing a throwback still from the 1990
action drama, Salman wrote, “Rest in peace
brother Pradeep Rawat. Shared many good
moments with you. #Baaghi."
For the unversed, Salman and Pradeep worked
together in Baaghi: A Rebel for Love, where
Rawat portrayed the antagonist Buddha.
Aamir Khan Attends Pradeep Rawat’s
Funeral
Meanwhile, Aamir Khan attended the veteran
actor’s funeral in Mumbai to pay his final
respects. The actor was joined by filmmaker
Ashutosh Gowariker and several members of
the Lagaan team, including Yashpal Sharma,
Daya Shankar Pandey and Rajendra Gupta.
Aamir had shared screen space with Rawat in
films such as Sarfarosh, Lagaan and Ghajini.
Before attending the funeral, Aamir also spoke
to Variety India when he paid his tributes to
Rawat and said, “He was extremely dedicated
and fearless as an actor. Pradeepji played the
title role in Ghajini.
I think this was one of the most striking screen
villains in our cinema. The film wouldn’t have
worked without him." “I don’t think anyone
could have played Sodhi with such swag. He
was a versatile actor. It’s sad to hear of his
passing.”
Pradeep Rawat’s Works
Rawat worked in several Hindi films like
Sarfarosh (1999), Lagaan: Once Upon a Time in
India (2001), The Hero: Love Story of a Spy
(2003), Ghajini (2008), Grand Masti (2013) and
Singh Is Bliing (2015) among others. His role as
Sultan in Sarfarosh and Deva Singh Sodhi in
Lagaan remain among his most recognisable
Hindi film performances. In Ghajini, he played
the antagonist, appearing in both the original
Tamil version and its Hindi remake. Most
recently, Pradeep Rawat was also seen in Vicky
Kaushal’s 2025 hitmovie Chhaava.
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Government seeks stakeholder com-

Barrierless tolling
makes road users fall in
] L] .
i )ents on nuclear rules and regulations
e-notices at plazas
New Delhi, Agency and safety authorisation. safety, or misrepresenta- Rules require the design
: The government has While the Rules deal tion or suppression of to be approved or certi-
! proposed a detailed with licensing of nuclear material facts. fied by the regulatory
e licensing and safety and related activities, the The rules also allow a authority in the country
"‘""r:,"fi = framework for expand- Regulations set out single composite licence of origin and the reactor
ing atomic power, detailed safety require- for building, owning, to be operational either

New Delhi, Agency
: After earlier uncertain-
ty, there are now clear
indications that barrier-
less tolling on national
highway (NH) stretches,
coupled with e-notices
for violations, is inculcat-
ing greater discipline
among road users.

At Choryasi toll plaza
on NH-48 in Gujarat, the
first to go live, e-notices
fell from 1.7 lakh in May
to 1.1 lakh in June and
further to 92,240 in July.
Mundka toll plaza in
Delhi, which went live on
May 10, recorded 1.69
lakh e-notices in June,
with a marginal decline
to 1.67 lakh in July.

Multilane free flow
(MLFF), or barrierless
tolling, is currently oper-
ational at five toll plazas.
It was rolled out at
Daulatpura on Delhi-
Jaipur highway and
Gharaunda on Delhi-
Chandigarh highway in
the third and fourth
week of June, respective-
ly. Manoharpura on
Delhi-Jaipur highway
was the latest to go live,
on July 1. Data show that
e-notices issued during
the first month of MLFF
operations at
Daulatpura, Gharaunda
and Manoharpura were
significantly lower than
those issued when the
system was launched at
Choryasi and Mundka.

including insurance or
financial security or a
combination of both, for
nuclear damage, as it
seeks to scale clean ener-
gy by allowing private
and foreign participation
in the nuclear sector
under the SHANTT Act.
The government
released the draft SHAN-
TI Rules, 2026 and
SHANTI Regulations,
2026, on Friday for pub-

ments at different stages
of a facility's life. The
Sustainable Harnessing
and Advancement of
Nuclear Energy for
Transforming India
(SHANTI) Act, enacted
in Dec last year, replaced
the Atomic Energy Act of
1962 and Civil Liability
for Nuclear Damage Act
of 2010, providing a new
framework for safety,
licensing and liability in

capacity by 2047, from
8.8 GW currently. The
government has also tar-
geted around 22 GW by
2031-32 as part of its
Nuclear Energy Mission.

Under the proposed
Rules, prospective oper-

technology, allowing
them to negotiate with
reactor technology ven-
dors and acquire land
and other infrastructure.
The approval would not
amount to a final licence
and can be revoked on

operating and decom-
missioning nuclear
plants. The licence can
cover electricity genera-
tion, captive generation,
hydrogen production,
research and other
peaceful applications,
with captive nuclear
power specifically recog-
nised for energy-inten-
sive industries, data cen-

there or in another for-
eign country. The coun-
try of origin must have a
self-reliant nuclear reac-
tor design and supply-
chain ecosystem and
globally trusted regulato-
ry approvals. The rules
require the licensee to
obtain design approval
and safety authorisation
from the Atomic Energy

lic consultation, provid-
ing separate but linked
frameworks for licensing

of 100 GW of

the nuclear sector.
India has set a target

nuclear

ators can seek an
principle approval" even
before selecting a site or

New Delhi,
A gency:
:Comptroller and
Auditor General has
flagged gaps in sani-
tation and mini-
mum essential
amenities at 458 out
of 512 railway sta-
tions, including
presence of E coli
bacteria in water
coolers at eight sta-
tions. The CAG
report on "passen-
ger amenities and
sanitation at non-
suburban railway
stations", presented
in Parliament last
week, said bacterio-
logical analysis of
drinking water was

—

stations in six zones.

"Water sample
from water coolers
was positive for E
coli at two stations
(Coimbatore and
Palakkad junctions)
in Southern
Railway, one station
(Hyderabad) in
South Central
Railway, four sta-
tions (Chhatrapati
Shivaji Mabharaj
Terminus, Bhiwandi
Road, Kalyan and
Lonavala) in Central
Railway, and one

E coli found in drinking water, rail
stations lack basic facilities: CAG

in Eastern Railway,"
the report said.

It said the results
of drinking water
samples collected
from taps at 49 sta-
tions in eight zones
during 2022-23 and
56 stations in nine
zones during 2023-
24 indicated pres-
ence of coliforms
bacteria. Following
the CAG report, rail-
way minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw
and top officials held
a review meeting. In
a statement,
Railways said a new
"Tank to Tap" water
filtration system will
be implemented at

"in_

grounds including public
interest, national securi-
ty, public health and

tres, semiconductor Regulatory Board
manufacturing and AI (AERB) for siting, con-
applications. struction, commission-
For reactors based on ing, operation and
foreign designs, the decommissioning.

'Warm goodbye to the party I love': Shehzad
Poonawalla resigns from BJP 'once again'

New Delhi, Agency: BJP
leader Shehzad Poonawalla
has once again submitted his
resignation from all party
posts, urging the party to
accept it after his earlier res-
ignation was rejected.

In a post on X, Poonawalla
said he had "once again sub-
mitted" his resignation letter
to BJP president Nitin Nabin
and requested that it be
accepted. He expressed grati-
tude to the BJP and its senior
leaders, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari, JP
Nadda and BL Santhosh, for
their guidance and support.

Poonawalla said he was

opportunities and platform
provided to him by the BJP
and the larger Sangh Parivar.

"In no other country and
no other party would a story
like mine, of a young,
Pasmanda Muslim, non
dynast, even be possible," he
said. Poonawalla had earlier
tendered his resignation from

had not accepted it.

"Please read this letter in
continuation with my last let-
ter dated 30th of July 2026,
where I offered to resign
unconditionally from all posi-
tions and primary member-
ship of the BJP due to press-
ing financial and personal cir-
cumstances. It was extremely
touching and I am indeed
grateful that the party refused
to accept my resignation let-
ter immediately and request-
ed me to reconsider the deci-
sion. But after long and hard
contemplation, I have arrived
at a final decision that I would
like to press for relieving me
from my role as National
Spokesperson and active pri-
mary membership of the
BJP," Poonawalla said in his

Daulatpura issued
33,038 e-notices in July,
while Gharaunda and

not carried out at 59  gtation (Madhupur) 20,000 locations. "eternally grateful" for the all party posts, but the BJP resignation letter.

Manoharpura recorded

Centre orders corrective meas-

' ' mao v
sose0 and “7os50. § C 's P Chidamb dimagi Naxal
soree and 7o, Glugfest over Congress's P Chidambaram's 'dimagi Naxal' post
. . . N ures after CAG flags unsafe
Govt to allow tradlng New Delhi, this new form has expressed willingness to . v . .
, . Agency: PM Modi's emerged. Therefore, hold talks with Naxals dl'lnklng Watel' at I'allway Statlons
of major minerals on | 'dimagi Naxal' remark we have to remain when they had killed 76
on August 15 became extremely vigilant security personnel, while New Delhi,
exchange fromnext | the subject of a politi- and protect our JNU had witnessed an | Agency : Railway
. cal slugfest Sunday, country, especially event lauding the killers. | ministry on Sunday
ﬁnanmal year with Congress's P our youth," he saidin Under Modi govt, Maoism | ordered  corrective

a video statement,
according to news
agency PTIL.

In an apparent
reference to Rahul
Gandhi, Tenneti
Krishna said, "Today,

Chidambaram saying
he was "proud to be a
dimagi Naxal" to
which BJP replied that
the ex-home minis-
ter's remark shows
how UPA govt was

has not only been finished
off but national flag is also
flying in former strong-
holds of Maoists, he said.
BJP also kept up its
attack on Congress for
allegedly insulting national

measures to ensure |
safe drinking water at s
railway stations fol- [FS

lowing a CAG report

on drinking water quality. After a whole-day
review by Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw and other senior officials, the min-

New Delhi, | run. ed on X: "Brother Kiren forest Naxalites have song Vande Mataram, with | istry ordered the installation of a "Tank to
Agency: Aiming to Union minister Kiren Rijiju, get your counting gone, and a new form has BJP president Nitin Nabin, | Tap" water filtration system at railway sta-
bring greater trans- | Rijiju said the PM was not right first, then we'll emerged.Icall them 'intel- saying bowing to funda- | tions. The ministry said water coolers and a

comprehensive water filtration and monitor-
ing system will be installed at 20,000 loca-
tions across the railway network.

The government also ordered the replace-

mentalist forces has
become a permanent poli-
cy of Congress. Besides the
attempt by Sonia Gandhi

lectual Naxalites'. They do
not operate in forests; they
operate in cities. They
organise seminars in air-

answer. After 1 and 2
comes 3, not 4."

BJP ally TDP MP and
former IPS officer Tenneti

referring to the opposition.
"Only following are Dimagi
Naxals: 1. Who support
Maoists and reject Indian

parency to the trading of
major minerals and
improve price discovery,
govt has decided to allow

their trading on an | Constitution.2. Whostand Krishna Prasad backed conditioned halls. to "stop" the recital of | ment of water tanks and strict compliance
exchange, which is likely | with separatists & support PM's "dimagi Naxals" BJP MP Ravi Shankar Vande Mataram's full ver- | with water testing, accountability and sched-
to become functional by | Article 370.4. Whowantto remarks, saying a new Prasad said Chidambaram sion at Congress headquar- | uled cleaning.

the next financial year. cut chicken neck to sepa- form of ‘"intellectual "hasbecome the faceofthe ters, its govt in Kerala "This is a top priority area and will be

The ministry of mines | rate North-East from Naxalism" has emerged. Congress ecosystem which removed the song alto- | monitored directly at the Board level.

has notified the rules, | India," he said on X. tnn "The forest Naxalites and nurtures Maoism". He gether from the | Progress and water quality reports will be
and the Indian Bureau of Congress Rajya Sabha Maoists have been recalled that as home min- Independence Day event, | published periodically to ensure transparen-
Mines has been appoint- | MP Pawan Khera respond- removed from forests; now ister, Chidambaram had he said. cy," the railway ministry said.

ed the nodal agency and
regulator to invite appli-
cations from companies
willing to run the
exchange. The exchange
is initially likely to allow
trading in some of the

NTA admlts errors, orders fresh NET for 3 subjects

K Desai", among several other
errors. The English paper had

not meet the standards of a fair
and error-free examination

New Delhi, Agency
National Testing Agency

major minerals, includ-
ing iron ore, bauxite,
limestone and man-
ganese. The ministry of
coal has separately noti-
fied rules to set up an
exchange for trading in
coal and appointed the
Coal Controller
Organisation as the reg-
ulator. The CCO has
invited applications from
companies to set up an
exchange.

According to officials,
the minerals exchange is
expected to improve
market access and
reduce disputes over
quality, pricing and con-
tract terms.

(NTA) on Sunday acknowl-
edged that the UGC-NET
papers in English, Commerce
and Sociology had multiple
errors and repeated questions,
and said the defects were too
extensive to be addressed sim-
ply by dropping questions after
the answer-key challenge
process. It has ordered fresh
examinations for all three sub-
jects. The re-tests will be held
on September 9 and 10.
English will be conducted from
g9am to noon on September 9,
Commerce from 3pm to 6pm
the same day, and Sociology
from o9am to noon on
September 10. No additional
examination fee will be
charged.

The decision came hours

after NTA released provisional
answer keys for 84 of the 87
UGC-NET subjects but with-
held the keys for these three
papers, nearly seven weeks
after the June examination.
NTA said a committee set

up after receiving "several
complaints" found "many fac-
tual, typographical, translation
errors”, including misspelt

® @

names of prominent scholars,
garbled book titles, wrongly
worded questions, grammati-
cal and punctuation mistakes
and non-standard terms used
for established concepts. The
committee also found repeti-
tion of a "significant number"
of questions previously asked.

The agency said papers car-
rying defects of this extent did

and that the problems could
not be corrected merely by
dropping questions after chal-
lenges were received.

Media had on July 1 report-
ed complaints over the
Sociology and English papers.
Sociology candidates alleged
that the June 30 paper con-
tained spelling and grammati-
cal errors, mangled names of
well-known thinkers, poor
Hindi translations and ques-
tions apparently unrelated to
the prescribed syllabus. Some
also alleged that parts of the
paper appeared Al-generated.

Candidates had pointed out

that "Ritzer" appeared as
"Putzer", "Parsons" as
"Parsow", "Ghurye" as

"Ghunye" "and A R Desai as "A

& & & & — & B I

also come under scrutiny after
candidates alleged that 67 of its
150 questions were identical to
questions asked in the 2024
examination, with even the
sequence of answer options
reportedly unchanged.
Complaints over repetition
were subsequently raised in
Commerce as well.

The episode comes two
years after the June 2024
UGC-NET was cancelled a day
after it was held following
inputs received by UGC from
the National Cyber Crime
Threat Analytics Unit under
the home ministry indicating
that the integrity of the exami-
nation may have been compro-
mised. The test was subse-
quently conducted afresh
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A child sitting at a study
table with an open book does
not necessarily mean that
learning is taking place.
Within minutes, the child
may look outside the win-
dow, reach for a toy, check a
phone, start drawing in the
notebook or simply stare at
the page without under-
standing what is written. For
many parents, this situation
is frustrating. They may
assume that the child is care-
less, lazy or not serious
about studies. But difficulty
in concentrating is often
more complicated than a
lack of interest.

Children today are sur-
rounded by distractions that
compete constantly for their
attention. Smartphones, tel-
evision, online videos,
games, social media, notifi-
cations and even a busy
home environment can
make sustained attention
difficult. At the same time,
academic pressure, fear of
examinations, lack of sleep
and unrealistic expectations
can make studying emotion-
ally tiring.

The first step towards
improving concentration is
understanding that focus is a
skill that develops gradually.
Just as children learn to
read, write or solve mathe-
matical problems, they also
learn how to direct their
attention towards a task.
One of the biggest mistakes
parents make is expecting
children to study continu-
ously for long periods.
Young children, especially,
cannot be expected to sit for
several hours  without
breaks. Instead of measuring
study success by the number

of hours spent at a desk, par-
ents can focus on the quality
of learning. A child who con-
centrates properly for 30
minutes may learn more
than one who spends two
hours looking at a textbook
without absorbing the infor-
mation.

A regular study routine can
make a significant differ-
ence. Children feel more
comfortable when they know
what is expected of them and
when it will happen. A fixed
study time helps the brain
gradually become prepared
for learning. The routine
does not have to be extreme-
ly strict. It can include
homework, reading, revi-
sion, creative activities and
breaks.

The study environment also
matters. A noisy room, tele-
vision playing in the back-
ground or frequent conver-
sations can interrupt con-
centration. Children should
ideally have a clean and
comfortable study corner
with the materials they need
nearby. The objective is not
to create a perfect classroom
at home but to reduce

Why Children Struggle to Focus on
Studies—and What Parents Can Do

unnecessary interruptions.
Digital devices deserve spe-
cial attention. Technology
can be extremely useful for
education, but unrestricted
screen time can make it
harder for children to move
from fast-changing enter-
tainment to slower academic
activities. Parents can estab-
lish clear rules about when
phones, tablets and televi-
sions can be used. During
focused study periods,
unnecessary notifications
should be avoided.
However, simply taking
away a device may not solve
the problem. Children also
need attractive alternatives.
Reading, drawing, puzzles,
outdoor play, storytelling,
music and hands-on activi-
ties can strengthen their
ability to remain engaged
with a task.

Sleep is another important
but often ignored factor. A
tired child may struggle to
remember information, fol-
low instructions or remain
attentive. A consistent bed-
time and adequate rest can
support learning. Similarly,
regular physical activity can

help children release energy
and return to academic tasks
with a fresher mind. Parents
should also pay attention to
how they communicate
about studies. Statements
such as “You never concen-
trate” or “You are not serious
about your future” may cre-
ate anxiety rather than moti-
vation. Instead, parents can
describe the behaviour
specifically: “Let us keep the
phone away for the next 20
minutes and finish this
chapter.” Small, achievable
goals are easier for children
to follow.

Breaking a large assignment
into smaller tasks can also
reduce resistance. Instead of
saying, “Finish the entire
chapter,” parents can say,
“Read these two pages first.”
Once the first task is com-
pleted, the next one becomes
easier.

Children also need opportu-
nities to make choices. They
might decide whether to
revise mathematics before
science or whether to study
at the desk or another suit-
able place. A little independ-
ence can make children feel
responsible for their own
learning.

Most importantly, parents
should avoid comparing one
child with another. Every
child has a different learning
speed, personality and set of
strengths. Constant compar-
isons with siblings, class-
mates or neighbours can
damage confidence.
Encouragement should
focus on progress rather
than competition.

From Pressure to Confidence: HOw Parents
Can Help Children Become Better Learners
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The Power of Small Study Sessions: why
Short, Focused Learning Can Work Better

For generations, studying
has often been associated
with long hours at a desk.
Children are sometimes told
that a successful student is
one who studies for several
hours every day. But sitting
with books for a long time
does not automatically guar-
antee effective learning. For
many children, shorter and
more focused study sessions
can be a better approach.
Children's attention natural-
ly fluctuates. Even adults
find it difficult to maintain
intense concentration for
several uninterrupted hours.
For children, particularly
younger learners, demand-
ing continuous attention can
quickly lead to boredom and
frustration. This is why
dividing study time into
smaller sections can make
learning more manageable.
A short study session gives
children a clear target.
Instead of thinking about an
entire textbook, they can
focus on one concept, a few
questions or a small section
of a chapter. Completing a
manageable task creates a
sense of achievement, which
can encourage children to
continue.

For example, a child who has
to revise a large science

STUDY FLAR
1 Study (15 mn)
2 Break (5 min)

3 Shudy (25 mn)
& Break (5 n.-n_‘
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chapter may feel over-
whelmed. Parents can divide
the work into smaller goals:
read the first section, under-
stand three key terms,
answer five questions and
then take a short break. The
child can gradually complete
the entire chapter without
feeling that the task is
impossible.

Breaks are an important part
of this approach.

A break does not have to

mean immediately switching
to a video game or social
media. Children can stand
up, stretch, drink water,
walk around, talk briefly
with family members or sim-
ply rest their eyes. The pur-
pose is to give the mind a
chance to recover.
However, breaks should
have boundaries. If a five-
minute break becomes 40
minutes of television or
gaming, returning to studies
can  become difficult.
Families can agree in
advance on how long a break
will last. Another useful
strategy is active learning.
Children often lose concen-
tration when they only read
the same information
repeatedly.

Screens, Social Media and Study Time:
Finding the Right Balance _for Children

Every parent wants their child to
succeed. Good marks, academic
achievements and admission to
respected schools or colleges are
often seen as signs of a bright

future. But in the race for
achievement, children can
sometimes begin to associate
studying with pressure, fear and
disappointment. A child who
constantly hears that marks are
the most important measure of
success may become afraid of
making mistakes. Instead of
concentrating on learning, the
child may concentrate on avoid-
ing failure. This can reduce
curiosity and make studying
emotionally exhausting.
Helping children focus therefore
requires more than creating
timetables. It requires building
confidence, motivation and a
healthy attitude towards learn-
ing.
One of the most powerful things
parents can do is praise effort
and progress rather than only
results. Saying, “You worked
hard to understand that difficult
chapter,” sends a different mes-
sage from simply saying, “You
got good marks.” The first
encourages persistence even
when a subject becomes chal-
lenging. Mistakes should also be
® e
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treated as part of learning.
Children need to understand
that getting an answer wrong
does not mean they are unintel-
ligent. Mistakes can show where
additional practice or explana-
tion is needed.

Parents can encourage children
to ask questions without embar-
rassment. Some children avoid
difficult topics because they fear
being judged.

A supportive home environ-
ment can make it easier for them
to say, “I don't understand this.”
Comparisons can have the oppo-
site effect. Telling a child that a
friend or sibling performs better
may create resentment and inse-
curity. Instead, parents can
compare the child's current per-
formance with their own previ-
ous progress. Goal setting can
also make studying more mean-
ingful. Goals should be specific
and realistic. “I will improve my
mathematics” is vague. “TI will
practise ten multiplication prob-
lems today” is clear and achiev-
able. Children should also have
some control over their routines.
Parents can provide structure
while allowing choices.

_ @ - _a

Technology has trans-
formed childhood.
Children can now watch
educational videos,
explore virtual museums,
access digital libraries and
learn skills from teachers
around the world. At the
same time, the same
devices that provide edu-
cational opportunities can
become powerful sources
of distraction.

For parents, finding the
right balance between
technology and study can
be challenging.
Completely banning
screens may not be practi-
cal, while unrestricted
access can interfere with
concentration, sleep and
daily routines. The answer
lies in teaching children
how to use technology
responsibly.

The challenge begins with
the design of many digital
platforms. Short videos,
games, messages and noti-
fications are created to
attract attention quickly.
Children may sit down
intending to watch one
educational video and
eventually move from one
piece of content to anoth-
er. The transition from
rapid entertainment to a
textbook can therefore feel
difficult.

This does not mean that
technology is automatical-
ly harmful. The same
smartphone or tablet can
be used for mathematics
practice, language learn-
ing, research and creative
projects. The key question
is how, when and why the
device is being used.
Families can start by
establishing clear screen
routines. Children should
know when devices are

allowed and when they
should be put away. Study
periods can be designated
as device-free unless a
device is  genuinely
required for learning.
Notifications are another
source of interruption. A
single message can break
concentration, and check-
ing that message can lead
to  another  activity.
Turning off unnecessary
notifications during study
time can help children
remain focused.

Parents can also encour-
age children to distinguish
between educational and
recreational screen use.
Both may have a place in
daily life, but they serve
different purposes. A child
researching a school proj-
ect is using technology dif-
ferently from a child
watching entertainment
videos.

One useful approach is to
make children active par-
ticipants in setting tech-
nology rules. Rather than
simply announcing
restrictions, parents can
discuss why certain
boundaries are needed.
Children who understand
the purpose behind a rule
may be more willing to fol-

BALANCE IS
THE KEY

low it.
The location of devices
matters too. If possible,

phones and gaming
devices can remain away
from the study table. A
child should not have to
fight the temptation of a
device sitting next to an
open textbook.

Parents should also exam-
ine their own habits.
Children learn from obser-
vation. If adults constantly
check their phones during
conversations, meals or
work, children may natu-
rally copy the behaviour.
Family-wide digital habits
can therefore be more
effective than rules direct-
ed only at children.

Screen use before bedtime
deserves particular atten-
tion. Late-night device use
can push children's sleep
schedules later, making
them tired the next day. A
calm evening routine can
help children transition
towards sleep and prepare
for the following day's
learning.

Digital balance does not
mean removing fun from
childhood. Games,
movies, videos and social
interaction can all be
enjoyable. The important

point is ensuring that
entertainment does not
replace sleep, physical
activity, schoolwork, read-
ing, family interaction or
outdoor play.

Parents can also introduce
technology-free activities
that are genuinely enjoy-
able. Board games, sports,
art, cooking, gardening,
music and storytelling can
provide children with
opportunities to concen-
trate without digital stim-
ulation.

Reading physical books
can be particularly valu-
able. Sitting with a story
and following it from
beginning to end requires
sustained attention.
Children may initially find
this difficult if they are
accustomed to rapidly
changing digital content,
but regular reading can
gradually strengthen
patience and concentra-
tion.

Technology can also be
used to teach children
organisational skills.
Digital calendars, educa-
tional apps and reminders
can help older children
manage assignments. But
technology should support
independence rather than
become another source of
constant distraction.
Schools have an important
role in teaching digital
responsibility as well.
Children need to under-
stand online behaviour,
privacy, misinformation
and responsible device
use. Digital literacy should
include not only how to
use technology but also
how to control it.
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