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16 Bangladeshi Workers
Killed In Fire At Saudi
Furniture Factory

Riyadh.(Agency)

A major fire at a sofa manufacturing factory in
Riyadh, the Saudi capital, killed 16 Bangladeshi
migrant workers, officials in Dhaka said on
Monday.The fire broke out on Sunday in the
Musa Sanaiyaindustrial area.

Bangladesh's Ministry of Foreign Affairs is
monitoring the situation, while officials from the
Bangladesh Embassy in Riyadh are working with
Saudi authorities to complete the repatriation
formalities.Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment Minister Ariful Haque Choudhury
has instructed officials to bring back the bodies
as soon as possible and ensure necessary
government assistance and compensation for the
bereaved families.With around 3.5 million
Bangladeshis living in Saudi Arabia, the country
remains the largest destination for Bangladeshi
migrant workers, who sent home more than $2.7
billion in remittanceslastyear.

North Korean Hackers
Develop Al Tools To
Automate Cyberattacks:
Report

world.(Agency)

A
North Korean hacking group built large language
model tools and collected software that could
help automate cyberattacks, analyse stolen
material and produce more convincing phishing
campaigns, a South Korean cybersecurity firm
said on Monday.The cybersecurity firm, Genians,
said it found evidence that the North Korean-
linked group Kimsuky had set up tools for
running and managing AI models locally,
including Ollama, GPT4All and Msty, alongside
document search technology known as retrieval
augmented generation (RAG).

According to the company, the tools could allow
operators to process documents without sending
sensitive information to outside Al services.
Genians also found AI agent development
frameworks, speech-to-text software and Cursor,
an Al-assisted coding tool, on infrastructure it
linked to the campaign.The findings suggest
Kimsuky is moving beyond using generative AI to
create phishing lures and is building capacity to
integrate existing AI models into malware
development, data analysis and attack
automation, Genians said in a report.Genians
also said it found finance and cryptocurrency-
themed decoy documents that appeared to have
been generated with AI. The materials were
designed to resemble legitimate investment
reports and other workplace documents, it said.
The company's findings could not be
independently verified.North Korea has for years
used state-linked cyber units for espionage,
financial theft and revenue generation,
according to U.S. and South Korean authorities,
aswell as cybersecurity experts.

A Californian City Declares
State Of Emergency
Following Cyberattack On
Emergency Systems

world.(Agency)

A city in California has declared a local state of
emergency after a cyberattack crippled its digital
network, impacting key public safety tools,
including 911 call routing and emergency
dispatch systems. According to the New York
Post, officials in Suisun City, a community of
roughly 30,000 residents located between San
Francisco and Sacramento, reported that
malicious software breached the city's
information technology systems on Friday
morning. The attack affected internal city
records, municipal services, and the digital tools
used for police and fire dispatching. To contain
it, the city immediately shut down its entire IT
network.After an incident happens, there's all
the money in the world to go out and fix it,”
cybersecurity expert Alex Hammerstone told
NewsNation. "But before an incident happens,
it'smuch harder to getbudget for prevention."

City representatives emphasised that despite
the computer network shutdown, public safety
remains fully operational, with emergency calls
getting automatically transferred to the
neighbouring Solano County dispatch centre,
ensuring no interruption in 911 call
handling.Local police officers and firefighters
continue to respond directly to incoming
emergency calls. Meanwhile, non-emergency
online services, such as permit processing and
online water bill payments, remain temporarily
unavailable while systems are offline.During a
special meeting on Saturday, the Suisun City
Council voted unanimously to declare a State of
Emergency.

Bengal Tea Farmer Kidnapped, Taken To

Dhaka.(Agency)

Tensions have gripped the India-
Bangladesh border area after a 35-year-
old tea farmer from West Bengal's
Jalpaiguri was allegedly abducted by
Bangladeshi nationals in retaliation
against the arrest of a Bangladeshi
intruder by the Border Security Force
(BSF) two days earlier. Dipankar Gope
was tending to his tea garden in Tasar
Para village -- located within 150 yards
of the border fence of BSF's Chaulhati
outpost -- when he was taken hostage
by a group of about 20 men, according
to his family. The group then
reportedly took Gope across the
international border into Bangladesh's
Panchagarh district and handed him
over to Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB).The incident came after the BSF

Woman, infant killed as boat capsizes in
New York Harbour; operator arrested

Bangladesh

reportedly caught a Bangladeshi man
last Thursday trying to enter India by
cutting the barbed wire fence along the
Chaulhati border. The man, believed to
be linked to a cross-border smuggling
network, was handed over to the police.
Gope's family has alleged that he was
kidnapped in retaliation for that

To Secure Intruder's

e
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incident. A video has also emerged
where Gope can be heard saying that he
would be released from captivity if

India releases Tamiz Uddin, the
Bangladeshiintruder arrested by BSF.

BGB personnel can be seen standing
alongside the villagers making the
threat. NDTV could not independently

NEW YORK.(Agency)

A woman and her infant died
when aboat capsized in New York
Harbour on Sunday, following
which the police have arrested
the boat operator.The 22-foot
Bayliner speedboat overturned
around 10:25 pm Saturday near
Liberty Island, home to the Statue
of Liberty, the US Coast Guard
said.Consequently, the
authorities are investigating
whether the vessel was an illegal
charter, the US Coast Guard
said.Twelve people were rescued
from the water before police
arrived, and police divers later
located the deceased 27-year-old

Indian student strangulates
death in Arizona, US; arrested in Germany

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

An Indian student was arrested in
Germany for allegedly killing his
girlfriend in Arizona, US, before
boarding a connecting flight to his
home country.The accused, Varun
Batchigari, is a 20-year-old business
analytics student at the University
of Arizona. He reportedly
murdered his 19-year-old
girlfriend, Julissa Rubi Salazar, on
August6atanapartmentin Tucson.
According to the TucsonPolice
Department (TPD), Batchigari
travelled to the Tucson
International Airport, where he
boarded a flight to Germany with
plansto continue to India.

Detectives obtained an arrest
warrant charging Batchigari with
first-degree murder and
kidnapping."Through
closecoordination between TPD,
the FBI Tucson Office, and the FBI
Legal Attache Office in Berlin,

woman and 5-month-old girl in the
water.The mother and daughter

were declared dead when taken to a

hospital. The remaining
passengers were in stable
condition, the Coast Guard said.

"We are deeply saddened by the
tragic loss of life last night, and our

Batchigari was taken into custody
upon his arrival in Germany,
preventing him from continuing
his travel," Tucson Police said in a
statement.Investigators allege that

Batchigari stole Salazar's cellphone
and credit cards after the killing
and sent a series of text messages to
her mother while posing as the
victim in an apparent attempt to
conceal the crime.The messages
raised concern among Salazar's
family, prompting a welfare check
that led officers to discover her
body.Local media reported that the

thoughts are with the victims'
family and loved ones during this

Release

verify the authenticity of the video.

BSF Works To Seek Gope's Release
Meanwhile, Gope is believed to be in
BGB's custody. Following the incident,
BSF rushed in to secure his release and
held a flag meeting with the BGB on
Saturday evening. However, the farmer
had not been released till Saturday
night and was reportedly in BGB
custody. According to sources, BSF
remains in regular contact with its
Bangladeshi counterpartand has urged
the BGB to ensure his immediate and
safe return to India.The incident
sparked panic across nearby border
villages, with locals expressing
concerns that if ordinary citizens
working near the border can be
abducted in such a manner, it could
raise serious questions about security
inthearea.

US-Backed Gaza Plan Rejected
By Netanyahu Only Way
Forward: Trump Board Head

world.(Agency)

incredibly difficult time," said
Capt. Doreen McCarthy, the Coast
Guard Sector New York
commander.

"We are extremely grateful for the
heroic, swift actions of our partner
agencies and the Good Samaritan
vessel that assisted in rescuing
survivors from the water."Police
arrested the 46-year-old boat
operator, Manuel Hernandez, on
Sunday. He has been charged with
13 counts of reckless
endangerment, police said.
However, no phone number for
him could be found Sunday, and
the case has not yet been entered
into online courtrecords.

girlfriend to

Tucson Fire Department (TFD)
responded to a call about a cardiac
arrestaround 4 pm on Augusté.
Crews found Salazar dead on the
floor of her apartment with a
blanket pulled up to her neck.
Salazar had strangulation
marks and scratches on her
neck, so the TFD crew called
the city police.According to
the warrant, obtained by
KOLD-TV, Batchigari had
previously been involvedin an
assault case investigated by
the University of Arizona
Police Department.Witnesses
interviewed by investigators said
Salazar moved out after
experiencing problems with
Batchigari in late 2025 and had
planned to end the relationship
because of an allegedhistory of
domesticviolence.

The warrant also includes
allegations from multiple witnesses
describing prior violent behaviour.

Mladenov

The US-backed plan for Gaza rejected on Sunday by
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
remains the "only way forward" to prevent a repeat
of Hamas's October 7, 2023 attack, the head of
President Donald Trump's implementation board
said."The option we are offering today is the only
way forward that ensures this tragedy does not
happen again," Nickolay Mladenov, the Board of
Peace's high representative for Gaza, said in an
interview with Israel's Channel 12 television.

He said that further talks were underway and, "I
hope these discussions will lead to a positive

outcome for everyone."Netanyahu earlier told his
cabinet that he rejected the plan, under which
Hamas would hand over weapons to a nascent
Palestinian governing body and Israel would start a
withdrawal from the war-ravaged territory.

described the current stage of the

agreement as a commitment involving the United
States, Hamas and the Board of Peace -- notably
leaving outIsrael.He also reiterated an assurance he
made to Netanyahu last week that Israel would pull
out only after a complete Hamas disarmament,
walking back earlier language that spoke of Israel
starting a phased withdrawal.But Mladenov
maintained that Israel would eventually pull out if
there were verified disarmament."If there is
genuine demilitarisation, Israel will withdraw from
the Strip," he said.He said the disarmament would
involve all Hamas weapons, down to Kalashnikov
rifles.Israel has demanded the destruction of all
weapons, notjusthanding them over.

Saudi Arabia Has Money, Missiles, And
America. Why Is It Still So Scared?

World.(Agency)

Ithasfinally happened. After months of
meetings, news conferences, bold
statements, and speculation, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan signed a
joint defence agreement in Mecca last
month. Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, and Pakistani
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif signed
the deal, which many had been likening
to an "Islamic NATO", though nowhere
hasthe term been formalised.

The key provision in this pact is that an
attack on any one of the signatories will
be regarded as an attack on all. "The
agreement is intended to strengthen
collective deterrence against any act of
aggression, and stipulates that any
armed attack against any one of the
three states shall be regarded as an
attack against them all. It further

provides for the enhancement of "all
aspects of defence cooperation among
the three states", the joint statement
said.Unsurprisingly, the agreement
comes against the backdrop of the Iran
conflict, where Saudi Arabia has been
one of the worst-hit nations. Turkey, a
NATO member already with the bloc's
second-largest standing army, has said
that this new agreement does not clash
with its commitments to NATO. In a
post on X, the Turkish government's
anti-disinformation service said, "The
agreement is not in contradiction with
the commitments of Turkey's existing
international alliances, including those
at the heart of NATO." In fact, Turkey
had probably been waiting for a green
signal from the US, which is why it did
not sign the agreement before the
NATO summititconvenedin July.

Why The Bloc Works

By itself, the bloc is a formidable one,

® @ @«

with enormous potential. Saudi Arabia
is an energy and economic
powerhouse, which can bankroll
military innovation and R&D. Turkey
has a highly developed military
industrial complex, given its proximity
to NATO'S cutting-edge technology. It
has made a name for itself in the drone
industry and is an emerging defence
exporter, accounting for 1.6% of global
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arms exports. Pakistan is the only
nuclear-armed Muslim country in the
world with a battle-hardened army and
an impressive military arsenal. Both
Pakistan and Turkey have close defence
cooperation; in 2023, Saudi Arabia had
made one of Turkey's largest drone
purchases. All three countries lie on
major shipping and trade routes,
controlling ports, shipping, and
maritime trade. Pakistan and Turkey
also stand to benefit handsomely
through defence cooperation and arms
sales.But the genesis of the pact goes
back almost a year, when in September
2025, Saudi Arabia and its long-time
client state, Pakistan, signed a Strategic
Mutual Defence Agreement. That had
come in the aftermath of Israel's
unprecedented attack on Qatar, a close,
non-NATO American ally, which also
hosts the largest US Central Command
baseintheregion.
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Jharkhand Student Protest Turns Violent: Water Cannons,

by Ashis Sinha

Ranchi: Jharkhand’s sim-
mering student agitation
over alleged irregularities
in recruitment exami-
nations turned tense on
Monday when protest-
ers marching towards the
state Assembly breached
multiple barricades,
prompting police to de-
ploy water cannons, tear
gas and lathicharge.
Reports said several pro-
testers and at least four
police personnel were
injured in the confronta-
tion.

The confrontation unfold-
ed as thousands of JPSC-
JSSC aspirants gathered
in Ranchi for a proposed
‘Vidhan Sabha Gherao),
intensifying their pressure
on the state government
over their long-standing
demands concerning re-

cruitment examinations.
Barricades breached as
march reaches Assembly
Heavy security arrange-
ments had been put in
place around the Assem-
bly ahead of the march.
Multiple layers of barri-
cades were erected to pre-
vent protesters from en-
tering the restricted zone.
However, the protesting
aspirants pushed forward
and breached several bar-
ricades, eventually reach-
ing close to the Assembly
complex.

Police responded with
water cannons and tear
gas before resorting to a
lathicharge to disperse the
crowd.

Visuals and reports from
the spot showed chaotic
scenes as security person-
nel attempted to push the
protesters back from the
Assembly area.

Students press
JSSC demands
The latest confrontation is
part of a wider agitation
by students and job as-
pirants against what they
allege are irregularities
and lack of transparency
in recruitment examina-
tions conducted by the
Jharkhand Public Service
Commission (JPSC) and
Jharkhand Staff Selection
Commission (JSSC).

The protesters have been
demanding action against
alleged examination ir-
regularities, cancellation
of examinations they con-
sider compromised and
an independent investi-
gation, including a CBI
probe into the allegations.
The agitation has contin-
ued despite several rounds
of discussions between
student  representatives
and the state government.

JPSC-

Lathicharge Aﬁer Asmbly March

The protesters maintain
that key issues remain un-
resolved.
Government-protesters
remain divided

The Jharkhand govern-
ment has maintained that
a large majority of the stu-
dents’ demands have been
addressed. Protesters,

however, dispute the gov-
ernment’s assessment and
have continued their agi-
tation, arguing that their
principal demands have
not been fully met.

The disagreement has kept
the recruitment examina-
tion controversy alive and
fuelled growing frustra-

tion among aspirants who
have been waiting for clar-
ity over the future of sev-
eral examinations.
Devendra Mahto hospi-
talised amid agitation
The confrontation also
came against the backdrop
of the deteriorating health
of student leader Deven-

dra Nath Mahto, who has
reportedly been on a hun-
ger strike for several days
over the examination is-
sue.

Reports said Mahto was
hospitalised  after  his
health condition wors-
ened. His supporters have
also alleged that he suf-
fered injuries during the
police action, while the
circumstances surround-
ing his injuries remain
part of competing claims.
Police action sparks fresh
controversy

The use of force against
the protesters is likely to
intensify the political and
public debate surrounding
the agitation.

While protesters have al-
leged excessive use of
force, police and authori-
ties have pointed to the
breaching of barricades
and the escalating situa-

tion as the reason for the
intervention. Reports also
said police personnel were
injured during the con-
frontation.

Monday’s clash has there-
fore added a new and
sharper dimension to the
JPSC-JSSC  controversy,
with the government fac-
ing renewed pressure to
break the deadlock with
protesting students.

For thousands of job as-
pirants, the central ques-
tion remains unchanged:
will the government agree
to an independent probe
and provide a credible res-
olution to the recruitment
examination controversy?
With students refusing to
back down and the ad-
ministration maintaining
tight security around the
Assembly, the Jharkhand
recruitment row appears
far from over.

Jal Sadan Wins Folk Dance Competition at
Chlnmaya Vldyalaya

Bokaro: Jal Sadan won the Inter-House Group Folk Dance
Competition held at Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Bokaro, on
Monday, with students showcasing the rich folk traditions
of different regions of India.

In the competition, Prithvi Sadan secured second place,
while Vayu and Agni Sadans jointly finished third. The
Middle Wing students presented vibrant folk dances after
the four houses were allotted regions through a draw—
Agni (North), Jal (West), Prithvi (East) and Vayu (South).
The programme began with ceremonial lamp lighting in
the presence of Secretary Mahesh Tripathi, Principal Suraj
Sharma, Senior Deputy Principal Narmendra Kumar and
Deputy Principal Dr Roshan Sharma. Biswajit Kumar
judged the performances.

Addressing the students, Principal Suraj Sharma said In-
dia’s folk art and culture are a rich heritage that the younger
generation must learn, preserve and promote. He said such
activities complement classroom learning and help stu-
dents understand the country’s cultural diversity.

RPF Conducts Special Checking Drive at
Gaya Station Ahead of Shravan Mela
- _ 2 ) F

T

by Prabhat Sinha

Gayaji: The Railway Protection Force (RPF) conducted a
special security checking and passenger-awareness drive
at Gaya Railway Station on Monday ahead of the ongoing
Shravan Mela. The drive, led by Assistant Security Com-
missioner Sanjay Kumar Singh and Gaya RPF Post Inspec-
tor-in-Charge Banarsi Yadav, focused on passenger safety
and maintaining law and order.

During the arrival and departure of the Howrah-Gaya Ex-
press (13023/13024) at Platform 1/C, passengers and Kan-
wariyas were advised through loudhailers not to accept
food or drinks from strangers, carry inflammable items
or approach suspicious objects and activities. They were
asked to report emergencies to Railway Security Helpline
139. RPF personnel, with the Commercial Department,
also shifted Kanwariyas travelling in AC coaches and con-
ducted ticket checks through the Mobile Unreserved Tick-
eting System.

Former JPSC Chairman L. Khiangte Arrested by CID; I2-Crore
Bribery Allegation Adds New Twist to Exam Scam

by Ashis Sinha

Ranchi: The Jharkhand
CID on Monday arrested
former Jharkhand Pub-
lic Service Commission
(JPSC) chairman and for-
mer Chief Secretary L.
Khiangte in connection
with alleged irregularities
in the commission’s 14th
Combined Civil Services
Examination, adding a
major twist to the ongoing
recruitment controversy.

The arrest came amid a
continuing agitation by
JPSC-JSSC aspirants in
Ranchi, who are demand-
ing cancellation of alleg-
edly tainted examinations
and a CBI probe into the
recruitment controversy.

Khiangte has been ques-
tioned repeatedly by the
CID during the investi-
gation. Investigators are
examining the selection
of TSR Data Processing
Private Limited (TDPL)
for conducting examina-
tions and allegations of ir-
regularities in the process.

Former JPSC chairman L. Khiangte has been

arrested by Jharkhand CID in the recruitment exam

probe, amid 32 crore bribe and 20% commission al-
legations linked to the TDPL contract.

Reports said TDPL had
earlier faced blacklisting
by JSSC, while its offices in
Ranchi and Lucknow were
subsequently sealed dur-
ing the probe.

A further twist has come
with allegations that Khi-
angte allegedly accepted
a 2-crore bribe in con-
nection with awarding the
examination contract to
TDPL and was allegedly
to receive a 20 per cent

commission from subse-
quent payments made to
the agency. The allega-
tions reportedly emerged
during the CID interroga-
tion of Abhay Tiwari, de-
scribed by investigators as
an alleged key figure in the
recruitment examination
case.

The bribery and commis-
sion allegations are part
of the ongoing investiga-
tion and have not been

established in court. The
CID probe has widened
in recent weeks, with ar-
rests and searches in-
volving people linked to
the examination process.
Three serving JPSC mem-
bers also resigned amid
the investigation into al-
leged irregularities and the
appointment of agencies
handling examinations.
Khiangte had resigned as
JPSC chairman last month
amid the mounting con-
troversy.

His arrest now places the
former head of the con-
stitutional recruitment
body at the centre of an
investigation that has trig-
gered widespread concern
among  government-job
aspirants.

Importantly, Khiangte was
arrested by the Jharkhand
CID, not the CBI.

The CBI probe is a key
demand of protesting stu-
dents, while the present
investigation is being con-
ducted by the state CID.

DPS Chas Wins ‘Institution of the Year’ Award;
Principal Dr Manisha Tiwari Honoured

Bokaro: Delhi  Public
School (DPS), Chas, has re-
ceived the prestigious ‘In-
stitution of the Year Award’
at the 23rd Educational Ex-
cellence Awards organised
by the SilverZone Founda-
tion in New Delhi on Au-
gust 8.

The school was recognised
for its sustained efforts
towards academic excel-
lence, innovation, holistic
student development and
preparing learners for fu-
ture challenges. In another
honour for the institution,

23|1|  Educational "A’ i

Excellence Awards

TI-E MILLION MINDS MOVEMENT

DPS Chas Principal Dr
Manisha Tiwari received
the ‘Academic Leader-
ship Excellence Award’ for
her academic vision and
leadership in strengthen-

oz ke MWt e €At

ing educational standards
and fostering a progressive
learning environment.

The awards were presented
at a ceremony attended
by Shri Jai Prakash Pan-

dey, IRPS, Joint Director
General (Joint Secretary
Level), Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
as the chief guest.

The school said the twin
honours reflected the col-
lective efforts of its stu-
dents, teachers, staff and
parents.

It also expressed gratitude
to the SilverZone Founda-
tion for recognising the
institution’s contribution to
education.

Shorties

Three Senior IPS Officers Promoted as
CBI Joint Directors

New Delhi: The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet
has approved the promotion of three senior IPS officers, in-
cluding Anish Gupta of the Jharkhand cadre, to the rank of
Joint Director in the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
According to an official order issued on August 10, the
other two officers are Akhilesh Kumar Singh, 2008-batch
Maharashtra cadre, and Satya Veer Singh, 2008-batch Bihar
cadre.

Gupta, also a 2008-batch IPS officer, was serving as a DIG
in the CBI before his elevation.

Jharkhand Bandh: BJP Calls Shutdown
Over Student Issues, Lathi-Charge

Ranchi: The BJP has called for a Jharkhand bandh tomor-
row in support of the ongoing student agitation over alleged
irregularities in JPSC and JSSC examinations.

Addressing a press conference on Monday, BJP leaders, in-
cluding Leader of Opposition Babulal Marandi, accused the
Hemant Soren government of ignoring students’ demands
and using police force against protesters.

The BJP said controversies surrounding competitive ex-
aminations and government recruitments have persisted in
Jharkhand for years. The party reiterated its demand for a
CBI probe into several such cases.

Rahul Backs Jharkhand Students, Condemns
Police Force; Congress Part of Soren Govt

New Delhi: Congress leader and Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi on Monday criticised the use
of force against protesting students in Jharkhand, where his
party is part of the ruling alliance.

In a post on X, Gandhi said students have the right to peace-
ful protest and that their concerns should be addressed
through dialogue. He urged the Jharkhand government to
listen to the protesters and resolve their issues at the earliest.
Speaking at a Congress press conference later, Gandhi
reiterated that his party does not support violence against
peacefully protesting students, irrespective of where it oc-
curs.

His remarks come amid the ongoing student agitation in
Jharkhand and are significant as Congress is a partner in the
Hemant Soren-led government, with four ministers holding
key portfolios in the state cabinet.

Trump Demands Compensation From
Iran for Deaths, Injuries

Washington: US President Donald Trump has said Wash-
ington will seek compensation from Iran for people killed
or seriously wounded in attacks allegedly linked to Tehran.
His remarks came after Iran reportedly demanded compen-
sation for damage suffered during the five-month conflict.
In a post on Truth Social, Trump said the compensation
issue was never raised during previous negotiations but
would now be included in future talks with Iran.

From Miss Bihar to Mrs Universe: Rani Thakur’s
Remarkable ‘Second Innlngs

by Sangita Pandey

Ranchi: For Dr Rani Thakur,
the journey from a beauty
pageant winner to a doctor-
ate holder and title-winning
personality has been a story
of ambition, family respon-
sibilities and a determined
second innings.

Thakur, who hails from Jam-
shedpur, was crowned Miss
Bihar in 1993 and reportedly
received offers from the film

ambition to build her own
identity remained alive.
In 2019, after her children

and television industry. She
also obtained a Miss India
entry form in 1994, around
the time Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan emerged as Miss
India first runner-up before
winning the Miss World
crown. However, Thakur
chose family responsibilities
over the glamour world and
devoted herself to raising her
children.

Her early business ven-
ture, Rani Food Products in
Gambaria, also could not be
sustained as family commit-
ments took priority. But the

grew up, Thakur began what
she describes as her “second
innings’, entering beauty
pageants and pursuing aca-
demics and social work. She
has since claimed titles in-
cluding Mrs Asia 2019, Mrs
India International 2021, Mrs
India World 2022, Mrs Dy-
namic Female World 2022,
Mrs Worldwide Diva 2024
and Mrs Universe 2025.

Her academic journey has
been equally notable. An
M.Com topper who also
completed B.Ed, Thakur pur-
sued a PhD in Commerce

and Management from Arka
Jain University. University re-
cords list her as a PhD scholar
in the programme, while re-
ports state that she received
her doctorate in 2025 from
Governor Santosh Gangwar.

Alongside academics and
pageantry, Thakur has been
associated with social work
since 2014 and entered active
politics with the BJP in 2021,
according to the information
provided.

Her journey, marked by fam-
ily, education, social service
and renewed ambition, re-
flects her belief that it is never
too late to pursue an unfin-
ished dream.
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Nayab Singh Saini rules out
BJP-SAD alliance in Punjab;
Poonia deputed to quell

dissent in state BJP
CHANDIGARH. (Agency)

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini, ruled out any
possibility of an alliance with the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) in the
state.

Despite Akali Dal president
Sukhbir Singh Badal meeting
Prime Minister Narendra Modi last
week, triggering fresh speculation
about a possible SAD-BJP alliance
for the 2027 Punjab Assembly
elections, the SAD on Saturday
demanded the immediate
implementation of the Women's
Reservation Bill and fair and
equitable delimitation to ensure
equal representation for all states.
On the other hand, the BJP found
itself firefighting this week, mostly
around the public display of
dissent in poll-bound Punjab,
where a newly constituted state
body left many leaders fuming, as
party's Haryana in-charge Satish
Poonia has been deputed to quell
the dissent in the Punjab unit of
the saffron party.

Brij Bhushan calls sexual
harassment case a
‘conspiracy’ after WFI poll
win over Deepender Hooda

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former Wrestling Federation of
India (WFI) president Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh on Monday alleged
that a "conspiracy" was launched
against him following his victory
over Congress leader Deepender
Hooda in the wrestling body's
election. Brij Bhushan's remarks
come a week after his acquittal in a
sexual harassment case.

Singh, a BJP leader, claimed that
subsequently some women
wrestlers were made to speak
against him under pressure from
the Hooda family.

Talking to reporters at his
residence in Vishnoharpur, about
40 km from Gonda city, Singh said
the Delhi court's decision reflected
what he has been saying from the
beginning.

Saying that he was repeatedly
portrayed in media debates as an
accused in a rape case, he claimed
he was not present with the
wrestlers at the time the alleged
sexual harassment is supposed to
have happened. He also blamed
the Congress and AAP for using the
controversy as a "toy".

A Delhi court last week acquitted
former WFI chief Singh in a sexual
harassment case filed by six
women wrestlers.

—
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Amit Shah will speak on students' protest,
says government amid Parliament logjam

—

New Delhi. (Agency)

s
B3
S

statement.

"My only point to the Opposition is that

Parliamentary
- As Parliament remained deadlocked over
Affairs Minister the Opposition’s demand for a statement
from Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Kiren Rijlju the police action against students 11
. protesting in Delhi, the government
informed the on Monday said Shah will respond
. in the House, potentially paving the
Parliament that the way for an end to the logjam that has
. continued since the Monsoon | .
government 1s ready Session began.Pushing back against
. . the Opposition pressure,
to discuss all issues Parliamifltary Affaifs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said the government is
related to students ready for a detailed discussion onall J
. issues concerning students -- not
and will respond to just a statement -- and would
the DOil’ltS raised by respond to every point raised by the
= ~ Opposition.
the Opposition. "The government is ready for a discussion

on issues related to students. We are ready

and will respond to all the points that will
be raised by the Opposition. The Home
Minister will respond,” Rijiju said.

He also urged the Opposition not to disrupt
proceedings during the discussion and

while the discussion and a reply are being
made, the Opposition should not create

4

allow the Home Minister to make his

disturbances to prevent the statement of
the Home Minister. They must listen to the
reply of the Home Minister and the
government. Once discussion begins, we
must have a threadbare discussion," Rijiju

said.

The Opposition has alleged that the
police action against students
protesting on June 20 under the banner
of the CJP was disproportionate and
condemned the reported use of pellet
guns. Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi has alleged that
the action was carried out on Shah’s
orders.The Opposition has alleged that
the police action against students
protesting on June 20 under the banner
of the CJP was disproportionate and

condemned the reported use of pellet guns.

No compromise: Vijay's push to mandate
Tamil anthem gets all-party backing

The Tamil Nadu
Assembly unanimousl

assed a resolution

requiring Tamil Thaai
Vazhthu before

government functions.

The move, backed by all
parties, came amid a row
over the Centre's

advisory on Vande
Mataram.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Tamil Nadu. (Agency)

The Tamil Nadu Assembly on
Monday unanimously passed a
resolution mandating the
rendition of 'Tamil Thaai
Vazhthu' at the beginning of
government functions, with Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay asserting
that he would not compromise on
the linguistic and cultural rights
ofthe state.

Moving the resolution, Vijay
described Tamil as more than a
language, calling it an integral
part of people’s identity and
emotions.“Tamil is not only a

language but also our life and
emotions,” Vijay said, stressing
that the mother-tongue carries
the same sanctity as one’s mother.

“Singing the Tamil Thaai Vazhthu
is not against the political system
or India's unity. On the contrary,
it reflects the nation's high
principle of unity in diversity,” he

said.

The Chief Minister questioned
whether Tamil Nadu did not have
the right to give its state anthem
the first place at official events.He
said his government had written
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi
seeking appropriate respect for
state songs and made it clear that
the TVK government would not
compromise on the dignity
accorded to the Tamil
anthem."Tamil is ‘gethu’ (pride)
and power,” Vijay said, adding
that whenever the identity of
Tamil is invoked, people across
the state come together.

MPs meet PM Modi
amid buzz over delimitation hill support

that Mahatma Jyotirao Phule, Savitribai said.The MPs submitted a written

A delegation of MPs from Sharad Pawar’s
NCP, led by senior leader Supriya Sule,
met Prime Minister Narendra Modi at
his residence on Monday amid g
speculation that the INDIA bloc ally
could support the government on the
proposed Delimitation Bill in

Parliament.

According to sources, the meeting lasted
around half an hour. The MPs raised
concerns over drought conditions and
irrigation-related issues in Maharashtra,
besides taking up constituency-specific
matters.The delegation also demanded

Tukdoji Maharaj be awarded the Bharat
Ratna. They also sought the naming of
Navi Mumbai Airport after former
Maharashtra minister D Y Patil, sources

Phule, Shahir Anna Bhau Sathe and memorandum to the Prime Minister
listing their demands and concerns and
described the meeting as positive. Modi
told the delegation that the issues raised
required attention and assured them of
concrete action, sources said.

However, the proposed Delimitation Bill
and the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment Bill were not
discussed during the meeting. The MPs
have said they will oppose the FCRA Bill.
Ahead of the meeting, Sule had said the
MPs sought an appointment with the
Prime Minister as they were not receiving
fundsfor assistance in Maharashtra.

Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi has alleged that the action
was carried outon Shah’s orders.

SC allows Abhishek Banerjee's
foreign trip for treatment,
cancels High Court order

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Supreme Court on Monday
allowed Trinamool Congress (TMC)
general secretary and Lok Sabha MP
Abhishek Banerjee to travel abroad
for three weeks for eye treatment,
setting aside the Calcutta High Court's
refusal to relax a restriction on his
movement outside the country.

The order was passed by a bench of
Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V
Mohana. Banerjee had challenged
the High Court's dismissal of his plea
seeking permission to travel abroad.
While passing the impugned order on
August 5, the court had noted that the
parliamentarian was unwilling to
appear before a medical board at a
state-run hospital in Kolkata for an
assessment of his medical condition.
The High Courthad noted thathad the
TMC leader appeared before the
medical board, then, based on the
opinion furnished by the medical
experts, the issue could have been
examined by the courtin order to find
out whether he needed to go abroad
for treatment or not.Two days before
that, on August 3, the Supreme Court
had asked the high court to take up
within a week Banerjee's plea seeking
permission to travel abroad.

The travel-related application was
linked to conditions imposed on
Banerjee in a case over alleged
comments made at a public meeting
during the West Bengal Assembly
polls.

New Karnataka ministers intensify lobbying to bag plum portfolios

Kharge loyalist and MLC Manjunath Bhandari, who was also in the race for a ministerial berth, also met the AICC president in Delhi.

BENGALURU(Agency)

interested in the same department,
though he described his Delhi visit to meet

With Chief Minister D K Shivakumar
holding talks with the Congress High
Command in New Delhi to resolve the
crisis that has erupted following the
recent cabinet expansion, lobbying for
key portfolios has intensified. Food and
Civil Supplies Minister K H Muniyappa
and newly inducted minister Shivaraj
Tangadagiare already camping in Delhi.
Amid speculation that Muniyappa could
be asked to resign from the ministry to
make way for his daughter and KGF MLA
Rupkala Shashidhar, Muniyappa made it
clear that he has no plans to quit. He is
reportedly seeking the social welfare
portfolio. Tangadagi is also said to be

presidentin Delhi.

Kharge as a courtesy call after his
induction into the cabinet.

Kharge loyalist and MLC Manjunath
Bhandari, who was also in the race for a
ministerial berth, also met the AICC

Within the party, several possibilities are
being discussed as part of efforts to settle
the crisis. These include replacing Ron
MLA G S Patil with former minister H K
Patil to make the latter as Assembly
Speaker, making way for M Krishnappa by
dropping either N Chaluvarayaswamy or
Balakrishna, replacing Basavaraj
Rayareddy with Hampanagouda Badarli,
paving the way for Rupkala Shashidhar by

sources said.

giving representation to women g
legislators by replacing Rizwan
Arshad with Kaneez Fathima. In '

such an arrangement, Rizwan B
Arshad could be appointed as the
state’s special representative in |
Delhi, while Rayareddy could be
accommodated as economic -
adviser to the chief minister or as
chairman of the KKRDB, party

The party is also considering
chairperson posts in various boards and Patil, B R Patil and Kampli MLA Ganesh, mjinigter Tanvir Sait staged a massive
corporations for several disgruntled besidesformerminister N'SBoseraju’sson protest on Sunday, demanding that he be
legislators, including Yashwant RaviBoseraju.

® o BN IEEEES =

SESTS U D

asking K H Muniyappa to step down and Rayagouda Patil, Appaji C S Nadagouda, Krishnappa’s son and Govindarajnagar
replacing B Nagendra with Annapurna E Sharath Bachegowda, S R Srinivas, B G MLA Priya Krishna could be considered
Tukaram.There is also speculation about Govindapp

a, Belur Gopalakrishna, G S for a key position in one of the Bengaluru

development authorities, while T B
Jayachandra may be appointed
chairman of the Guarantee

#= Implementation Committee.

Narasimharaja MLA Tanvir Sait and
Shantinagar MLA N A Harris are also
among those being considered for the
» post of political secretary to the chief

" minister, sourcessaid.

ki Meanwhile, supporters of

14 Narasimharaja Assembly

constituency MLA and former

inducted into the cabinet.
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Concrete horizon:
Navigating India's
urban metamorphosis

Since 1980, the global landscape has undergone a
tectonic shift. For the first time in human history,
the ‘urban’ is no longer the exception, but the rule;
approximately 55 percent of the world’s population
now inhabits urban spaces. In India, this transition
is not merely a demographic statistic; it is a
profound reorientation of a civilisation. In 1990,
just 25 percent of Indians lived in cities. Today, that
figure has climbed to a third, and by the end of this
decade, 40 percent of the nation is expected to
reside in urban clusters.

This shift represents a fundamental departure from
the Gandhian ideal that India “lives in her
villages”. As the country moves from the paddy
field to the pavement, the national consciousness is
being rewritten. It is time to explore the policy-
driven nature of this shift, its impact on the social
fabric, and the urgent need for a politics that
addresses the unique pressures of the Indian city.
India’s urbanisation was not an accidental
byproduct of growth but a directed effort, often
prodded by global financial institutions. Following
the 1991 liberalisation, the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank advocated that India see
urban centres as “engines of growth”. This led to a
series of landmark missions designed to upgrade
the country's decaying infrastructure. The Mega
City scheme of 1993 was an early attempt to
channel funds into five major metros to handle the
initial post-liberalisation surge. The Jawaharlal
Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission in 2005
marked the first comprehensive effort to link
infrastructure funding with institutional reforms.
Ten years later came the Modi government’s Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation and Smart Cities Mission, which
shifted the focus toward technology-driven
governance and ‘rejuvenation’, aiming to create
sustainable, digitally-integrated urban hubs.

These policies reflect a State that has pivoted away
from the village-centric development of the mid-
20th century. However, the speed of this transition
has often outpaced the capacity of our institutions,
leading to cities that are hyper-modern in their
aspirations but crumbling in their execution.The
move to the city is more than a change of address; it
is a psychological migration. In the village, identity
is often fixed—inherited through caste, family and
land. In the city, identity becomes fluid. For the
Indian youth, the city is a space of anonymity,
which, while often lonely, is also liberating. It
offers a chance to shed the baggage of traditional
hierarchies.The urban environment has also
birthed a new Indian ‘aspirationalism’. Success is
no longer measured by the harvest, but by
consumption, connectivity and mobility. However,
this has created a unique set of pressures. The urban
youth face a paradox: they have more freedom than
their ancestors, but they live in a state of
precariousness—navigating a gig economy, rising
rents and the compressed living of tenements and
high-rises.The city has also altered social mores.
Traditional family structures are giving way to
nuclear setups or ‘chosen families’ among migrant
workers. Yet, the city also reinforces divisions. We
see the rise of gated communities—islands of
privilege that physically wall themselves off from
the surrounding slums, creating a fragmented
social consciousness where the ‘other’ is always in
sight but never in reach.One of the most sobering
questions raised by urbanisation is the nature of
conflict. Historically, communal violence in India
has been predominantly an urban phenomenon.
Why does the city, supposedly the bastion of
modernity, become a theatre for ancient
animosities? Urban spaces concentrate diversity,
but they also concentrate competition. When
resources (land, water, jobs) are scarce, identity
becomes a tool for mobilisation.

Perils of promoting ancient remedies

Science funding agencies should stop sponsoring studies by dubious institutions & researchers

SOME curious remarks were made about cow urine
(gaumutra) in Parliament last week. The context was
the appointment of Veezhinathan Kamakoti, Director
of the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, as a
member of the task force on entrance test reforms.
During the debate on the subject, an indirect
reference was made to Kamakoti’s support for the use
of cow urine. In defence, some ruling party members
cited patents granted for certain properties of cow
urine to prove that the claims were indeed scientific.
In January last year, Kamakoti, at a public meeting,
claimed that cow urine had “anti-fungal, anti-
bacterial and anti-inflammatory”
properties that had been “scientifically
demonstrated”.

A group of academics has extended support
to Kamakoti, saying that the dismissal of
his views on cow urine amounts to
undermining scientific temper enshrined
in the Constitution, and that he is entitled
to “present a hypothesis and discuss
traditional knowledge”. The Director of
the Indian Institute of Management,
Calcutta, too, has defended
Kamakoti.Research into cow urine and
cow dung is not new. Some claims were
made and papers were published even in
the 1970s and 1980s, but they remained on
the fringe. What’s new is official support
for such research as part of a systematic
state-driven effort to prove mythical-
religious beliefs as being scientifically
validated.

As aresult, there is a surge of articles and reviews about
cow urine and cow dung in professional journals, and
patents are being filed on certain claims. While
professional bodies of scientists have kept mum,
such claims are getting support from high-profile
academics like Directors of II'Ts and [IMs — who are
not necessarily experts in biochemistry,
pharmacology or drug discovery.Seeking scientific
validation of ancient ideas and beliefs is not true
science for several reasons. This approach to research
starts with a preconceived notion and a sort of
confirmation bias, while lacking falsifiability.
Ancient texts and traditional knowledge mention the
human body, diseases and cures in such broad terms

that they can be twisted or interpreted to fit any
modern discovery or concept.This path is often
adopted to claim that plastic surgery, stem cell
treatment, in vitro fertilisation and satellite
communication existed in ancient India. WorldNews
SectionThe same validation approach is being
applied to cow urine. Finding certain trace minerals
and bioactive peptides in cow urine or excreta is not a
convincing proof of their medicinal properties
because they can be found in excreta or urine of
humans as well as other mammals like bulls, yaks or
even deer.At most, such research can fall in the realm
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of pseudoscience because there is a bit of scientific
jargon used to describe urine chemistry, but claims of
medicinal benefits are not scientific because all that
has been done is in a Petri dish and using some
distillates of cow urine and not whole urine.

When research starts with a preconceived notion, it
tends to ignore or suppress negative results. The
government recently claimed that a new study had
validated papaya leaf extract “as a low-cost solution
for chemotherapy-related low platelet counts.” The
results were published in an oncology journal.
However, the journal has been forced to review the
results following red flags raised by independent
experts, who found that the researchers omitted the
cases of patients who did not recover to make the

Growth uptick shows hope in measures to offset demand drag

S

herbal extract appear more effective.

The same has been the case with curcumin, an active

ingredient of turmeric, which has been touted as a
miracle herb with therapeutic value for several
diseases, including cancer. In recent years, it has
emerged that claims are based on dubious research,
although published in international journals. Over 30
research papers on curcumin, written by an American
researcher, Bharat Aggarwal, have been retracted by
international journals so far for falsified data,
duplicated images and manipulated figures.

In the 1990s, RB Singh, a researcher based in

Moradabad, collaborated with those from Israel
and Slovakia to test the benefits of the Indo-
Mediterranean diet on the progression of heart
disease and published the findings in The Lancet
and the British Medical Journal. A few years later,
independent scientists raised red flags about the
authenticity of the clinical trial data. When asked
to make available raw data, Singh claimed that
termites had devoured the files. Another problem
with the validation approach is that it bypasses
safety issues. The argument that toxicity tests for
natural remedies, which find mention in ancient
texts, are not required is flawed. Plants and herbs
may contain heavy metals and other
contaminants present in soil, which may cause
injury to the liver or kidneys.

Bioavailability of active ingredients in a plant also
varies, depending on the conditions under which
itis grown. In the case of cow urine, a study by the
Indian Veterinary Research Institute has

concluded that it is unfit for human consumption as it

contains harmful bacteria. WorldNews Section

China has taken a science-based approach to traditional

medicine, instead of religious or ideology-based
validation. The discovery of artemisinin, an anti-
malarial drug which won the 2015 Nobel Prize in
medicine for Chinese scientist Tu Youyou, is a good
example. Instead of accepting ideas mentioned in
ancient texts as uncritical truths, the project used them
as clues and screened over 400 plants. Rigorous
experiments were conducted over almost half a
century before the molecule was isolated and
developed as a drug. The discovery was not claimed as
a validation of ancient texts, but as proof of a time-

tested scientific method.

While strong private consumption, robust investment sentiment and stronger services activity support the growth outlook, rural demand remains uneven

The RBI kept the benchmark repo rate unchanged at 5.25
percent, entering a phase of prolonged pause and joining a
slew of global central banks favouring status quo. Retail
inflation rose to an 18-month high in June; yet,
Wednesday’s policy tone sounded more dovish than
market expectations. Governor Sanjay Malhotra
maintained that the policy was balanced and appropriate
for the evolving macroeconomic conditions. Analysts
now expect the central bank to pause rate actions through
2026 unless supply-side pressures translate into a
sustained, broad-based inflationary spiral. That said,
Malhotra underlined anticipated risks from an uneven
monsoon, volatile energy prices and geopolitical
uncertainties. With several cross-currents in play, the RBI
remains cautious with its neutral policy stance, guiding a
wait-and-watch approach to future rate directions. For
investors, the status quo signals a stable policy
environment, near-term certainty and visibility on interest
rates. The headline inflation for 2026-27 has been revised
10 basis points lower to 5 percent owing to a softer print in
the first quarter. However, prices are expected to peak in
Q3 and will likely ease thereafter. Overall, the year’s
inflation projection remains within the upper half of the

government’s tolerance band. But the RBI is willing to
look through moderately higher prices to avoid choking
growth because, as Malhotra noted, the inflationary uptick
is supply-driven and limited to food and fuel, with little

Valid Gen Z demand: Robust exams

«Several countries have taken smart steps to secure exams. India’s framework continues to suffer from three major structural weaknesses: excessive dependence
on private vendors, mostly pen-and-paper tests and inadequate infrastructure. The Bill on safer exams is one step towards a fairer system. Many more are awaited

The recent student protests in the country can be viewed
from several perspectives. One may see them as an
attempt to politicise the issues, as an effort by certain
elements—who had tried in the past, and were rightfully
named ‘Aandolanjeevi’ by the Prime Minister—to raise
anti-national slogans, as an occasion where vulgar
language was used against the PM, or an attempt to create
havoc through violence. At the same time, it is equally
true that many of the students participating in these
protests were genuinely demanding that the government
create a system capable of permanently eliminating the
problem of examination paper leaks.

However, 1 view these protests from a different
perspective. For me, they reflect the energy of India’s
GenZ. If this energy can be channelled in the right
direction, it has the potential to transform the country. As
the PM has consistently said, India’s development will be
possible only when its youth become the driving force
behind progress.Since 2014, the Modi government has
focused primarily on empowering India’s young
population physically, mentally and intellectually. To
promote physical development and fitness among the
youth, national initiatives such as the Fit India Movement
and Khelo India were launched. These programmes have
encouraged a sporting culture at the grassroots level while
preparing young athletes for the global stage. Alongside
this, the promotion of regular yoga and the Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan has encouraged young people to adopt
healthier lifestyles by steering them away from substance
abuse.On the other hand, initiatives such as Tele-MANAS
and the education ministry’s Manodarpan helpline were
launched to strengthen the mental health, emotional well-
being and intellectual capabilities of young people. The
PM’s annual Pariksha Pe Charcha has played a significant

role in advocating reduction in exam-related stress among
students through mass level awareness.To promote
intellectual and creative development, the National
Education Policy 2020 was implemented, while Atal
Tinkering Labs established in schools encouraged
robotics, coding and innovation, thereby strengthening
critical thinking among young minds.
Similarly, platforms such as MY Bharat
and Skill India have provided young people
with digital and practical opportunities to
build skills and actively contribute to
nation-building.ooking towards the future,
the present government considers the youth
not merely as beneficiaries of |||
development, but as the principal drivers of |
the Viksit Bharat @2047 vision—the
Amrit Peedhi. The government’s long-term =
roadmap aims to equip young people with |
skills in emerging sectors such as artificial
intelligence, semiconductors and green ¥
technologies, with the objective of
transforming India into a global skill
hub.At the same time, it seeks to promote
startups and entrepreneurship so that young Indians
become job creators rather than job seekers, while also
building a generation that is healthy, drug-free and
mentally resilient. However, there is also an urgent need to
build a robust and reliable exam system in the country. If
one looks at the data, between 2004 and 2026, more than
70 incidents of question paper leaks have been reported
across over 15 major national exams as well as several
state-level exams. Despite major national exam paper
leaks such as CBSE AIPMT in 2004, CAT in 2006 and
AIEEE in 2011, the government failed to demonstrate the

political will to enact a dedicated and stringent central law
to curb this organised exam mafia.For almost an entire
decade, an issue involving the future of lakhs of young
people continued to be dealt with under the ordinary
provisions of the Indian Penal Code, such as those relating
to cheating and forgery, allowing exam rackets to

repeatedly escape accountability.In the past, despite
repeated scandals, the government’s response remained
largely confined to cancelling exams and carrying out

routine administrative formalities. Even the
establishment of transparent institutions such as the
National Testing Agency or the creation of a strong legal
framework remained on paper for years. This clearly
indicates that during that period, the integrity of
competitive exams and the future of India’s youth did not
receive the policy priority they deserved.

Paper leaks and cancelled exams are not new phenomena

evidence of a broad-based rise. Such price pressures do
not often warrant a monetary policy response, or an urgent
rate hike. In any case, RBI’s neutral stance allows it
flexibility in policy action if conditions change in either
direction. Meanwhile, higher Q1 growth prompted the
central bank to revise the 2026-27 real GDP growth rate
upwards by 10 bps to 6.7 percent, with Malhotra stressing
that domestic emand remains resilient amid geopolitical
tensions.

While strong private consumption, robust investment
sentiment and stronger services activity support the
growth outlook, rural demand remains uneven. The RBI
acknowledged this as an unclear near-term growth
dampener besides mixed indications from consumption-
intensive sectors and the monsoon. Yet, the upward
revision of the full-year forecast signals that, on balance,
investment uptick, supply-side measures and government
spending will likely offset the demand-side drags this
fiscal. Moreover, the RBI must remain vigilant about trade
uncertainties, currency volatility and renewed supply-
chain disruptions—all of which could affect growth and
inflation.

in India, and the problem has continued under the BJP
government as well. My point is that every paper leak or
cancelled exam amounts to playing with the future of the
country’s youth.At the global level, I have observed that
countries with large populations have adopted extremely
stringent and technologically advanced models to secure
their national exams, compared to which
India still lags behind.In China, papers for
the Gaokao, taken by nearly 1.3 crore
students, are transported under military
supervision, while serious exam fraud can
attract imprisonment of up to seven years.
In South Korea, professors involved in
preparing questions remain in complete
isolation at undisclosed locations for about
40 days until the exams conclude.
Meanwhile, the US has largely replaced the
traditional pen-and-paper system with
encrypted digital adaptive testing, where
Al algorithms ensure that every student
receives a different set of questions.In
contrast, India’s exam framework
continues to suffer from three major
structural weaknesses: excessive dependence on private
vendors, an outdated pen-and-paper exam system (in
most cases), and inadequate infrastructure. In exams such
as NEET, the reliance on private contractors for printing
question papers and courier services creates significant
security vulnerabilities. Furthermore, transporting
physical question papers to thousands of exam centres and
using private institutions as exam centres provide
organised mafias ample opportunities to compromise the
process.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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India win Sepak
takraw bronze
medal at Thai Kings
Cup, video goes viral

New Delhi. (Agency)

Sindia secured a bronze medal in the
men's quadrant event at the prestigious
King's Cup Sepak Takraw Championship
in Thailand on Friday, August 7,
continuing their recent rise in the sport
ahead of the 2026 Asian Games.

India's campaign ended in the semi-finals
after they were beaten by hosts Thailand
in a thrilling three-set contest. The Indian
teamlost15-9,9-15, 9-15, but the result was
enough to secure them a place on the
podium.7.72m, 7.84m and 7.52m.A video
of India's medal-winning campaign and
the team's celebrations has since gone
viral on social media, drawing attention to
the country's growing presence in a sport
traditionally dominated by Southeast
Asiannations.
WHATISSEPAKTAKRAW?

Sepak takraw is a fast-paced team sport
that combines elements of volleyball,
football and martial arts. Players use their
feet, head, knees and other parts of their
body, but cannot use their hands, tokeep a
ball in the air and send it over a net.The
sport is played on a court similar to a
badminton court, with teams trying to
ground the ball on their opponents' side
while defending their own half.Sepak
takraw is particularly popular across
Southeast Asia and has been a regular
feature atthe Asian Games, with Thailand,
Malaysia and other regional powerhouses
traditionally dominating the sport.
WHATISTHE KING'S CUP?

The King's Cup Sepak Takraw
Championship is one of the most
prestigious tournaments in the sport,
attracting several of the world's top

Gurnoor Brar is an
exciting player... expect
a lot from him: Zaheer

Khan | Exclusive

CRAIG. (Agency)

TimesofIndia.com in Colombo: Indian
cricket has been hit by a barrage of
injuries in the last few weeks, with more
than a dozen regular players currently at
the BCCI Centre of Excellence (CoE)
undergoing rehabilitation. Jasprit
Bumrah and Sai Sudharsan will miss the
two Tests against Sri Lanka, while Nitish
Kumar Reddy and Harshit Rana were
also unavailable when the selectors met
to pick the squad for the assignment.

It is far from an ideal situation for a side
in a tight spot in the World Test
Championship (WTC) table, but former

India cricketer Zaheer Khan, who knows
a thing or two about injuries from his
playing days, urges patience. On the
sidelines of the Lanka Premier League
(LPL) final in Colombo, the Jaffna Kings
co-owner spoke about workload
management, the Mohammed Shami
situation, India's most exciting young
bowler, the debate between speed and
craft,and more.

Excerpt

There are a lot of quick bowlers in the
country right now. What do you think is
more important: speed or craft?
Everything is important. More
importantly, it is about the phase in
which you are playing. Every fast bowler
starts differently, and then
understanding and experience develop.
That way, things are balanced for
maximum output. So, both things are
important.
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Sports Minister says Indian foothall is
making excellent progress. But where?

Indian football is desperate for
stability, yet the Sports
Minister sees "excellent
progress''. Between club exits,
financial uncertainty, falling
broadcast value and national-
team confusion, the reality
looks very different.

New Delhi. (Agency)

If you are an Indian football fan reading
that line, there is a fair chance you are
wondering whether you have just walked
into some elaborate ragebait. Itis, in fact,
a comment made by Sports Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya while speaking
about Indian football on the sidelines of

the 85th edition of Fit India Sundays on
Cycle.And yes, he was talking about the
same Indian football ecosystem
currently trying to make sense of club
exits, financial uncertainty, a changing
ISL structure and a national-team setup
that has had its own share of
confusion.The Indian Super League
will return, as Mandaviya said, but the
bigger picture around Indian football
remains far more difficult than that one
fact suggests.After the uncertainty
around the competition last season,
having a league back on the calendar
matters for clubs, players and
supporters. But the return of the
competition cannot by itself be treated as
proof that Indian football is in good
health, or making "excellent
progress"That is certainly setting the bar
atahistoric low.While the ISLis finding a
way back, clubs are struggling to make
the numbers work, investors are
stepping away and the commercial

structure of the league is still being
rebuilt.The latest blow came when Tata
Steel decided to withdraw Jamshedpur
FC from the ISL for the 2026-27 season.

==

7 Indian footbal
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That decision led to appeals from the
club's players, former India captain Sunil
Chhetri and AIFF president Kalyan
Chaubey, all asking the Tata Group to
reconsiderThere is certainly a football
ecosystem beyond the ISL, but the
country's top division is currently
dealing with questions that go well

Rohit Sharma should play 2027 World Cup:
Ajinkya Rahane calls for BCCI clarity

Idea Exchange interview, Rahane said
Rohit's place should not be assessed one
series atatime."I thinkitisimportantto

Ajinkya Rahane has asked the BCCI to give
Rohit Sharma clarity on his 0DI future and
back him for the 2027 World Cup. He said
senior players such as Rohit and Virat
Kohli should be supported rather than
judged series hy series.

St. Louis. (Agency)

Former India batter Ajinkya Rahane has
urged the Board of Control for Cricketin
India (BCCI) to provide Rohit Sharma
with clarity over his ODI future, backing
the veteran opener to be part of India's
2027 World Cup plans. Rahane believes
India's next World Cup campaign
should not be clouded by repeated
questions over whether Rohit will make
the cut.Rohit's ODI future has remained
a talking point despite his continued
presence in India's plans and a timely
return to form at Lord's. Speaking in an

Cricket has given Sarfaraz Khan another
chance. He has to make it count now

MADRID. (Agency)

There is a particular kind of cricketing
limbo reserved for batters who score too
many runs to be ignored yet never quite
get enough opportunities to be trusted.
Sarfaraz Khan haslived in that space for
the better part of two years. On Sunday,
the door opened again. The Mumbai
batter was named as Sai Sudharsan's
replacement in India's injury-hit squad
for the two-match Test series in Sri
Lanka, stepping back into the national
setup for the first time since 2024.It is a
recall built less on a single innings and
more on a long, occasionally lonely
fight to get back into the reckoning. But
Indian cricket's recent past carries a

tell Rohit Sharma he is going to play the
2027 ODI World Cup," Rahane said. "Just
look at his contribution over several
years. It has been amazing. You need
the experience of such a player at a
World Cup."Rahane believes India's
selectors should look beyond short-
term fluctuations when assessing a
player of Rohit's stature. He argued that

warning for anyone handed another

opportunity: the door that opens once
does not always stay open, and how you
use the runs you're given can matter
more than how many of them you score.
A CENTURY THAT SHOULD HAVE
CHANGED EVERYTHING

Rewind to late 2024. India were in the

beyond how many clubs are being
formed.

THE ISL PROBLEMS ARE GETTING
HARD TOIGNORE

The trouble with the ISL has been
building for some time.The
commercial agreement between the
All India Football Federation (AIFF)
® and Football Sports Development
= Limited (FSDL), which had been
central to the league's operation,
expired before the previous season.
The uncertainty around the
commercial structure contributed to
a drastically shortened 2025-26
campaign.The season, which was
initially expected to begin in September,
eventually ran from February 14 to May
21 and was played in a single-leg format.
That meant fewer matches and fewer
opportunities to generate revenue for
clubs that were already carrying
substantial operating costs.

| hate the name Narender: Why
Indian boxer's Pakistan story
had PM Modi in splits

Asan. (Agency)

experience becomes particularly
valuable in high-pressure World Cup
matches.”

There should be no discussions
around it. You can't look at it series
by series because he is such a big
player,"Rahane added.

Rohit's future has come under
renewed scrutiny despite his ability
to produce decisive performances.
Reports earlier suggested that the
England ODI series could be his
last, but he answered those
questions with a spectacular 138 off
110 balls at Lord's.That innings
came after scores of 11 and 26 in the first
two matches of the series and served as
another reminder of the difference
between a player's overall value and his
form over a short stretch. Rohit remains
part of India's squad for the upcoming
three-match ODI series against
Australia, beginning October 19.

middle of a home collapse against New
Zealand, a series that would endina
historic 0-3 whitewash, the first
time India had been swept in a
three-Test series at home. Amid the
wreckage, Sarfaraz produced one of
the few genuine bright spots, a
defiant 150 in the series opener in
Bengaluru, the kind of innings that
is supposed to cement a career
rather than merely punctuate it.It
did not work out that way. He managed
only a highest score of 11 for the rest of
the series, and when India named their
squad for the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
in Australia, Sarfaraz travelled but
never got a game. His Test exile began
soon after.

Indian boxer Narender Berwal had Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in stitches when he
recalled a hilarious exchange with a
Pakistani opponent after their bout at the
2015 World Military Games.Berwal, who
won a silver medal in the men's 90+kg
category at the 2026 Commonwealth Games
in Glasgow, shared the anecdote while
interacting with Modi at the Prime
Minister's residence in New Delhi on
Sunday, August 9.The boxer recalled how
he was drawn against a Pakistani opponent
at the Military Games and was told by his
army colleagues that he could not afford to
lose the bout."My first-round match was
against Pakistan. I got a call from the
military that you cannot lose to a Pakistani
opponent. I won that fight, but we suffered

cuts and went to hospital to get stitches,"
Berwal told Modi.' T HATE THE NAME
NARENDER'

The fight, however, left Berwal and his
opponent with cuts, meaning both boxers
had to visit hospital for stitches after the
bout.It was there that the Pakistani boxer
noticed an unusual coincidence involving
Berwal, his coach and India's Prime
Minister.Berwal said his army coach at the
Games was also named Narender. The
boxer then recalled what his Pakistani
opponent told him after the fight."Aapka
naam Narender hai, aapke coach ka naam
Narender hai, aapke Pradhan Mantri ka
naam Narendra hai. Mujhe Narendra naam
se nafrat ho gayi hai," Berwal recalled the
boxer telling him.

SL vs IND warm-up: Padikkal's rise, Jadeja's
return and the questions in between

Colombo. (Agency)

India's three-day warm-up against Sri
Lanka Cricket XI offered a useful glimpse
into where the team stands ahead of the
first Test in Galle. The six-wicket win
mattered less than the selection clues
that emerged, with Devdutt Padikkal
strengthening his No.3 case, Ravindra
Jadeja finding rhythm and India's
bowling attack showing a significant
improvement on the final day.

There were concerns too. Rishabh Pant
and Dhruv Jurel did not make substantial
contributions, while Auqib Nabi and
Saransh Jain failed to completely settle
questions around their places.Caption:
India's warm-up provided encouraging
signs as well as selection questions ahead
ofthe Sri Lanka Tests
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PADIKKAL MAKES HIS CASE

With Sai Sudharsan ruled out of the
series, India's No.3 position became one

of the biggest questions heading into the
Sri Lanka tour. Padikkal provided a
strong answer with an unbeaten 142,
combining sound defence with an ability
to punish anything short. He reached his
century in 121 balls and finished with 18
boundaries.His comfort against spin was
particularly encouraging given the
conditions India are likely to encounter.
The bigger examination, however, could
come in Galle if Sri Lanka produce the
kind of rank turner that forces Padikkal
to play spin for long periods.

For now, though, the left-hander has
done what was required of him. This was
a genuine audition and he made a

compelling case.

® @ @

JADEJAFINDSRHYTHM
Ravindra Jadeja also got an important
outing under his belt after not playing a

Testsince November 2025.

He scored 63 in India's first innings and
picked up two wickets in Sri Lanka XI's
second innings, while his partnership
with Padikkal helped India recover and

B TS T T I I e @

build a sizeable total.There was some rust
with the ball early on, but Jadeja became
more effective as he attacked the stumps
and settled into his rhythm. For an all-
rounder whose value comes from what
he provides in both departments,
getting meaningful time in the middle
was important.He now heads into the
Test series with runs and wickets
behind him rather than along period of
inactivity.

PACERSTURNIT AROUND

India's fast bowlers were one of the
concerns after the opening day.

Sri Laka XI's Nishan Madushka and
Ravindu Rasantha put on 110 for the first
wicket, with Mohammed Siraj and
Prasidh Krishna struggling to find their
rhythm on a surface offering little
assistance.

-



Off Track

TheResearchers’

3

RANCHI | 11 August 2026

i

Did CJP Comment On Ayesha Khan's
Workout Video? Here's The Truth Behind
Dhurandhar Star's Post

hurandhar actress Ayesha Khan has been

making headlines after being detained by

Mumbai Police on July 22 for partaking in the
NEET protest in the city. The actress has actively
spoken for the students of the country and even
celebrated Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation after
the CJP NEET protest. Now, her latest gym post is
grabbing eyeballs because of a certain CJP-related
comment.
An account named Cockroach Janta Videos took to the
comments section of her workout video and wrote,
“Thank you, Ayesha, for standing with students and
supporting their voice. Your courage and commitment
to their cause show the importance of standing up for
justice and education."Many believe CJP’s official
account has made the comment on Ayesha’s post.
Some social media users who made this assumption
expressed their disappointment at the post chosen for
the comment, especially since Ayesha has protest-
related videos on her profile as well. Others were
disappointed at the assumed selective nature of the
account.
However, it must be clarified that CJP did not leave the
comment under Ayesha’s post. Cockroach Janta
Videos is not related to any Cockroach Janta Party
account. It is an independent account made by a CJP
fan and is not affiliated with any other accounts. The
account’s bio also reads, “Welcome to Cockroach
Janta videos Support cockroach janta videos by
following @ Independent video page. Not
affiliated with any otheraccount."
The confusion was likely caused because this account
has a blue tick. However, blue ticks can now be
purchased for use on social media. Cockroach Janta
Party’s official account does not have a blue tick.
Meanwhile, Ayesha’s fans appreciated the strength
that she showed in the video, and even lauded her for
supporting the NEET protest. Meanwhile, on the work
front, Ayesha Khan found much acclaim after she
appeared in Dhurandhar’s Shararat song with Krystle
D’Souza. The song became a chart-topper and was
hailed as one of the highlights of the film. Ayesha has
yet to announce a new project.

Mamta Kulkarni Reacts To Mahira

Shares FIRST Post Amid Raja
Chaudhary's Allegations, Remarks On
Palak Tiwari: "Whom To Trust...'

hweta Tiwari has shared her first post on Cezanne Khan. He also denied domestic violence
social media after ex-husband Raja allegations and said that he “never" raised his hand
Chaudhary’s recent explosive claims. In a atShweta. “I may have broken things- the door, TV,
chat with Siddharth Kannan, Raja Chaudhary the table- butIneverraised my hand at her," he said.
denied the domestic abuse allegations levelled Raja said, “She said [ was the one who used to beat
against him by Shweta, and even accused the hereveryday. Whatalie!”
actress of having an extramarital affair with co-star Raja also finally broke his silence on Shweta’s
Cezanne Khan. Raja also opened up about why he claim that he chose a flat worth Rs 93 lakh over their
seemingly “chose" a Rs 93 lakh flat over their daughter, Palak Tiwari, as part of the divorce
daughter, Palak Tiwari. settlement. Raja said that even though the court
After Raja’s interview went viral, fans were waiting allowed him to meet Palak, Shweta never let it
to see if Shweta Tiwari or
Palak Tiwari would issue any
statements against his claims.
Shweta has now taken to
Instagram to share her first
post amid the row. However,
Shweta’s post is about her
upcoming stint on Traitors 2.
She has not reacted to any of
Raja’s claims. Shweta
captioned her post, “This
time the real kasauti is
knowing whom to trust
.”Shweta’s inclusion in
Traitors 2 is being met with
much excitement online.
Traitors 2 also marks
Shweta’s comeback to reality television. Besides
, the actress, the game of deception will also feature
\II . Rida Tharana, Munawar Faruqui, Sahil Salathia,

happen. He claimed that during that time, his name
got embroiled in several other cases too, making it
hard for him to find a place to stay.

Dalip Tahil, Rhea Chakraborty, Parul Gulati, and Raja said that he was “fed up" and wanted to live in

Tkka, among others. peace. He mentioned that Shweta happily agreed to ’ oo . S
' I Shweta Ti%vari Had An Affair With Cezanne their arrangement, but then twisted the narrative in Shal‘ma S Raﬂajl 2.0 Amld Tl‘()lllng.
3 Khan? her favour. Raja said that Shweta’s claim would = ¢y + - . ’ . ’
! ! : Meanwhile, Raja Chaudhary’s claims about Shweta ©nly be valid had he not let go of his rights to their Orlgmal ls EtChEd in P30ple $ Mmds
' Tiwari have gone viral. Raja accused Shweta of shared properties. Shweta Tiwari has yet to react to

Raja’s claims. She is currently focused on her new

dating her Kasautii Zindagi Kay co-star Cezanne ' ) . ¢ Y
show, Traitors 2, which will be out in August this

Khan while she was married to him and went on to

claim that the actress had several affairs during that Y€ar- o
time. He said, ... She was working with him. She Raja Chaudhary and Shweta Tiwari tied the

was staying in his house. Even a common friend of wedding knot in 1998. Their nine-year marriage

ours confessed that she used to come here with came to an end in 2007, with Shweta citing
him... Even he himself said yes, that we’re in a domestic violence and Raja’s alcoholism issues as

relationship."However, Raja claimed that Shweta r€asons for the separation. Their daughter, Palak
never admitted to him that she was allegedly dating Tiwati, has since been living with Shweta.

Bhumi Pednekar

Brutally TROLLED For Wearing Sunglasses
While Offering Prayers At Shiv Temple

-
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henever an iconic song gets a new
version, comparisons with the original
are almost impossible to avoid. The

nostalgia, the memories attached to the old track
and the expectations of fans always become a part
of the conversation. Now, the song ‘Mujhko Ranaji
Maaf Karna’ from the 1995 film Karan Arjun found
a new version with Mahira Sharma’s recently
released recreation, Ranaji 2.0. While the new track
has brought the original song back into
conversations, it has also faced heavy trolling on
social media. Mamta Kulkarni, who featured in the
1995 song, has shared her thoughts on the recreated
version.

What did Mamta Kulkarni say about Mahira
Sharma’s Ranaji2.0?

an online debate after sharing pictures and

Just days before the temple visit, Bhumi had used her

B humi Pednekar has found herself at the centre of Recently Appealed For Assam Flood Relief

videos from a recent visit to a Shiv temple.
While the actor marked the beginning of the holy month
of Sawan with a prayer, a section of social media users
questioned her decision to keep her sunglasses on while
performing the ritual.
Bhumi posted glimpses from the
temple visit on Instagram, where she
was seen offering water to a Shivling

and praying with folded hands. i

However, instead of focusing on her
spiritual message, several users
flooded the comments section with
criticism over her attire and accessories
inside the temple premises.

Temple Visit Draws Mixed
Reactions Online

In the photos and videos, Bhumi was
dressed in a black top paired with blue
denim jeans and black sunglasses.
Alongside the post, she wrote, “As
Sawan begins, I pray not for an easier
life, but for the strength to walk it with
grace. Har Har Mahadev.”

Soon after the post went live, social media users began
debating whether wearing sunglasses during a temple
ritual was appropriate.

One user commented, “Sunglasses utar ke pooja kar
sakte the?" Another wrote, “Never saw anyone wearing
goggles and doing pooja."Some also questioned
whether the post appeared more like a photoshoot than a
religious visit. “Mandir mein bhagwan ki bhakti kar
rahe hai ya photoshoot?" read one comment, while
another user requested the actor to avoid wearing
sunglasses during prayers the next time.

Bhumi has not responded to the criticism so far.

e @ <& & N TN T T T

social media platform to raise awareness about the
devastating floods in Assam. Sharing visuals from the
affected regions, she urged people to contribute towards
relief efforts, highlighting the urgent need for food,
sanitation supplies, mattresses and evacuation support.

“This time, Assam needs us," she had said, encouraging
her followers to donate and amplify the appeal.

Her message received appreciation from the Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma’s Office, which
thanked the actor for extending support to families
affected by the floods.

Bhumi’s Recent Work

On the professional front, Bhumi was most recently
seen in Prime Video’s crime thriller series Daldal. The
show, directed by Amrit Raj Gupta and based on Vish
Dhamija’s novel Bhendi Bazaar, featured her as DCP
Rita Ferreira, a police officer investigating a serial
killer. Before that, Bhumi made her mark in Bollywood
with Dum Laga Ke Haisha alongside.

® @

Reacting to Mahira Sharma’s version, Mamta told
Variety India that the actress has done a good job
but pointed out how different the two songs are in
terms of presentation. She explained that the
original had a traditional feel with ghagra-choli
costumes and Indian dance elements, while the new
version takes a more modern, Western approach.
“She has done a good job. The point is that you’re
watching a song that was originally in ghagra choli
and Indian dance moves, now made in a western
format and in a western outfit. So, it stands out. But
the earlier song is etched in people’s minds, so it
immediately comes to your mind," said Mamta
Kulkarni.

Mamta Kulkarni Recalls Shooting The Original
Mujhko Ranaji Maaf Karna

For Mamta, the making of the original song came
with its own set of challenges. She recalled how
choreographer Chinni Prakash had planned
rehearsals for a few days, but she picked up the
steps quickly on the very first day. However, when
she reached the set, the choreography had been
changed.

“When I arrived on the set, the steps were changed.
I asked him why he had changed the steps. I
wondered what the point of the rehearsals was, but
Chinni Prakash masterji was very good, and we
wrapped up the song on time," she said.

Is Mamta Kulkarni Planning A Return To
Acting?

The actress revealed that she continues to receive
acting offers and would consider returning if she
finds a script that excites her. However, Mamta
admitted that her approach towards choosing
projects has changed over the years.
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BRIFF NEWS

ED charges against
RCom, Reliance Infra in

'Our mother tongue is as pure as our mother': Vijay moves
Tamil anthem resolutlon' DMK,AIADMK backit

40k crore bank fraud

New Delhi, Agency:
ED filed two
chargesheets, one each
against Reliance
Communications (RCom)
and Reliance
Infrastructure Ltd, on
Saturday before a special
court here, naming
Gautam Doshi, Sateesh
Seth, Amitabh
Jhunjhunwala and the
two entities of Anil
Ambani's Reliance Group
as the accused for offences
of money laundering and
defalcation of bank funds
of over Rs 40,000 crore.

In its chargesheet
against RCom, the agency
has said that "the pro-
ceeds of crime are quanti-
fied at Rs 40,186 crore,
the outstanding sum
defaulted on by the enti-
ties to a consortium of
banks and financial insti-
tutions".

India among top nations
in quantum technology,
says science minister
Jitendra Singh

New Delhi, Agency:
India stands alongside the
world's leading nations in
several advanced tech-
nologies, said Jitendra
Singh, MoS (independent
charge) for science and
technology and earth sci-
ences. Speaking at Digit
India's Top Appliance
Awards 2026, Jitendra
Singh highlighted how
technology and Artificial
Intelligence have trans-
formed access to opportu-
nities and education.

Asked when India
would become a manufac-
turing hub, Singh said, "Tt
indicates that progress is
happening at a very fast
pace, both in manufactur-
ing and in technology, and
unlike T think a decade
and a half back, today we
are at the same level as
any other country in the
world..." He highlighted
achievements in space
exploration and pointed to
Chandrayaan's discovery
of water molecules on the
Moon as an example of
the country's specific
capabilities.

ED director Rahul

Navin's tenure
extended by a year

I.I\

New Delhi, Agency:
The tenure of Navin, a
1993-batch Indian
Revenue Service (I-T) offi-
cer, as director of enforce-
ment has been extended
for a period of one year
beyond "13.08.2026 i.e.
up to 13. 08. 2027, includ-
ing extension in service
beyond the date of his
superannuation or until
further orders," as per
DoPT. After three years as
ED director, he could get
two more extensions and
serve till August 2029, all
through the PM Modi
government's tenure,
with polls due in April-
May 2029.

New Delhi, Agency:
Tamil Nadu chief minis-
ter C Joseph Vijay on
Monday moved a govern-
ment resolution in the
assembly making the
rendition of Tamil Thai
Vazhthu, the state song,
mandatory at the begin-
ning of official pro-
grammes across the
state. Moving the resolu-
tion in the state assem-
bly, Vijay said his
Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam government
would not compromise
on Tamil Nadu's linguis-
tic and cultural rights and
urged legislators to set
aside political differences

in supporting the meas-
ure.

"Our mother tongue is
as pure as our mother,"
Vijay said in an emotive
speech, adding that,
"Tamil is not only a lan-
guage but also our life
and emotions."

"Tamil means pride,
Tamil means power. The
moment you say "Tamil’,
the entire Tamil Nadu
will come together and
stand as one," he said.

"Tamil Thai Vazhthu
must hold the first place
in Tamil Nadu. Giving
first place to Tamil Thaai
Vaazhthu is our state
right," he noted. "Saying

that Tamil Thai Vazhthu
should be sung first does
not need to become a

political debate," the
Tamil nadu CM said,
appealing to members
across party lines to sup-
port the resolution.
What does the res-

olution say? The reso-
lution describes Tamil
Thai Vazhthu as an
expression of respect for
the Tamil language and
culture and links its
mandatory rendition to
the linguistic and cultural
rights guaranteed under
the Constitution.
"Therefore, this House
( Tamil Nadu Assembly )
emphasises that "Tamil
Thai Vazhthu" is an
expression of respect for
the Tamil language and
Tamil culture.a In accor-
dance with the linguistic
and cultural rights guar-
anteed by the
Constitution of India,

and with a view to pre-
serving the Cultural iden-
tity of Tamil Nadu, the
Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly unanimously
resolves that "Tamil Thai
Vazhthu" shall  be
mandatorily sung first,
before the commence-
ment of programmes
held by all Educational

Institutions, Universities,
Government Offices,
Public Sector

Undertakings and other
Public Institutions in
Tamil Nadu," the resolu-
tion said. The resolution
also notes that Tamil is
one of the world's oldest
classical languages and

describes Tamil civilisa-
tion as one of the world's
oldest cultural traditions.

Under the resolution,
Tamil Thai Vazhthu will
be sung first at pro-
grammes held by educa-
tional institutions, uni-
versities, government
offices, public sector
undertakings and other
public institutions in
Tamil Nadu. The resolu-
tion received support
from both DMK and
ATADMK legislators,
with members backing
the government's move
to mandate the singing of
the state song at official
functions.

Sharad Pawar's MPs to meet PM Modi; Congress
asks them to delink women's quota, delimitation

New Delhi, Agency: A del-
egation of eight MPs from
Sharad Pawar-led NCP (SP) is
scheduled to meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday during the ongoing
Monsoon Session of
Parliament.

Ahead of the meeting, the
Congress has urged its alliance
partner to convey the INDIA
bloc's opposition to linking the
implementation of women's
reservation with the proposed
delimitation exercise.

AICC  secretary Sachin
Sawant urged the NCP (SP) del-
egation to press Modi for the
immediate implementation of
the Women's Reservation Act,
passed in 2023, without waiting
for delimitation.

"It is learnt that the MPs of
the Nationalist Congress Party -
Sharadchandra Pawar will be

India, Russia to be linked by rail? Moscow

Prime Minister

meeting
Narendra Modi on Monday
regarding issues concerning
Maharashtra. We urge them to
firmly convey to Prime Minister
Modi that the INDIA Alliance's
unequivocal position is that the

Women's Reservation Act,
passed in 2023, must be imple-
mented immediately and
should not be linked to delimi-
tation," Sawant posted on X on

Sunday. "It is important that
the unity of the INDIA Alliance
and its opposition to the Modi
government on this issue is
made unequivocally clear," he
added.

The Congress' appeal comes
ahead of the meeting between
PM Modi and eight NCP (SP)
MPs, led by party MP Supriya
Sule. Sule had said on Saturday
that the delegation would raise
issues affecting Maharashtra,
including farmer suicides, the
water crisis and problems
caused by rapid urbanisation.

"We - some MPs and I - were

talking about that Prime
Minister must be apprised
about the problems in

Maharashtra. There is water
related issues, farmer suicides,
and problems being faced due
to urbanisation," Sule said at a
press conference in Mumbai.

flight's pilot 'not

New Delhi, Agency:
The captain of Air India's
August 4 Phuket-Delhi
flight, which experienced a
sudden loss of altitude of
about 300 feet, was subject-
ed to a psychoactive sub-
stance (dope) screening test
on arrival, whose result was
"not negative" and has been
sent for confirmatory tests,
the aviation ministry said
Sunday. Media had exclu-
sively reported on Sunday
that the pilot of the turbu-
lence-hit flight may have
failed the dope test.

The ministry has classi-
fied the incident, which led
to 17 people being hospi-
talised, as serious and said
the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau

Dope test of turbulent Air India

confirmation, says government

negative', sent for

(AAIB) will probe it.

"Further action, as
appropriate, will be taken
based on the outcome of the
investigation and confirma-
tory test results,” it said.
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation rules stipulate that
"in case the screening test
(for psychoactive sub-
stances) is non-negative,
the employee shall be
immediately removed from
the safety-sensitive duty till
a confirmatory report is
received.

Police search 26 locations tied to banned Jamaat-e-Islami J&K

floats proposal, calls it v1able

New Delhi, Agency:
Russian  Deputy Prime
Minister Marat Khusnullin
has called on Moscow and
New Delhi to explore the
feasibility of a direct rail link
to the Indian Ocean, aimed
at reducing transit risks
associated with the
Bosphorus strait and Strait
of Hormuz.

According to Khusnullin,
potential routes could pass
through Turkmenistan,
Iran, Afghanistan and
Pakistan, adding that any
corridor providing connec-
tivity to India would be con-
sidered "viable." If realised,
the proposal would create a
direct overland rail freight
link between Russia and
India. "A rail link to the
Indian Ocean should also be
explored. Risks related to
the Bosphorus and the Strait
of Hormuz might require
alternative routes: through

trade through the Strait of
Hormuz following the esca-
lation of hostilities between
the US-Israel and Iran. On
February 28, the US and
Israel launched joint strikes
on Iran, targeting key urban

centres, including Tehran.
Iran responded with missile
and drone attacks on Israeli
targets and US military
bases across Bahrain,
Jordan, Iraq, Qatar, Kuwait,
the UAE and Saudi Arabia.
Tehran subsequently
announced a maritime
blockade of the Strait of

Turkmenistan, Iran, Hormuz targeting vessels
Afghanistan, and Pakistan. linked to the US, Israel and
Any options providing allied countries involved in

the conflict. The strategic
waterway handles around
20% of global oil trade and
nearly 20% of worldwide
LNG shipments.

access to India are accept-
able," Khusnullin was quot-
ed as saying by TASS.

The proposal comes amid
disruptions to maritime

Srinagar, Agency: ted res-
idential and other premises
linked to Jamaat-e-Islami J&K
members and activists. No
arrest was reported till filing of
this report. "The operation was
conducted in accordance with
due legal procedure and pre-
scribed protocols," police said.

Police said the seized mate-
rial was being examined to

establish further linkages and
activities connected with the
proscribed organisation. The
operation was part of efforts to
dismantle networks linked to
banned organisations, sepa-
ratist activities and terrorist
funding. Distinct from Jamaat-
e-Islami Hind, Jamaat-e-Islami
J&K has a history tied to
regional separatism and has

long had a support base in
Sopore. Union government first
declared it an "unlawful associ-
ation" in Feb 2019 under the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. In Feb 2024,
the ban was extended for five
years, with the government say-
ing the organisation continued
activities against India's securi-
ty, integrity and sovereignty.

7 of 25 high courts without CJs, collegium
recommends names for just four

New Delhi,
Agency: At a time
when seven of the

country's 25 high courts
are without regular
chief justices, the
Supreme Court col-
legium, headed by CJI
Surya Kant, recom-
mended the names of
four HC judges to the
government for their
appointment as CJs of
the Bombay, Calcutta,
Patna, and Punjab and
Haryana HCs.

The collegium rec-
ommended appoint-
ment of Justice Mahesh

Chandra Tripathi, a
judge of Allahabad HC,
as CJ of Bombay HC;
Justice Ravindra V
Ghuge, acting CJ of
Bombay HC, as CJ of
Calcutta HC; Justice V
Kameshwar Rao, a

judge of Delhi HC, as
CJ of Patna HC; and
acting CJ Punjab and
Haryana HC Justice
Ashwini Kumar Mishra
- whose parent high
court is Allahabad HC -
as regular CJ of that
HC. The collegium is
yet to decide on select-
ing judges for appoint-
ment as regular CJs to
HCs of Rajasthan, J&K
and Madhya Pradesh,
which are manned by
acting CJs - Justices

Sanjeev Prakash
Sharma, Sanjeev
Kumar and Vivek

Rusia, respectively.
The five-member

collegium comprising

CJI Kant and Justices

Vikram Nath, BV
Nagarathna, MM
Sundresh and PS

Narasimha met sepa-
rately to recommend
the government the
transfer of Orissa HC
judges Justices Manas
Ranjan Pathan and
Krushna Ram
Mohapatra to Gujarat
and Chhattisgarh high
courts, respectively, for
better administration
of justice.

Government may be going slow on FCRA to woo DMK, NCP(SP) for delimitation

New Delhi, Agency: The
passage of FCRA amendment
bill is not in Lok Sabha's agen-
da for Monday as Parliament's
monsoon session enters its last
week, giving rise to the view
that government may be going
slow on the contentious piece
of legislation to sweeten the
deal for parties such as DMK
and NCP(SP), which are
opposed to its provisions and
are being seen by the govern-
ing alliance as prospective
backers for its delimitation
exercise.

Sources said the meeting of
LS's business advisory com-
mittee, where upcoming agen-
da items are finalised, on
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Monday will give more clarity
as a schedule for discussion on
the bill should be fixed if it has
to be taken up for passage in
the remaining four days of
Parliament's monsoon session
ending on Aug 13. Monday's
agenda includes the introduc-
tion of four bills but makes no
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mention of
Contribution
Amendment Bill.

Govt may be going slow on
FCRA to woo DMK, NCP(SP)
for delimitation Government
may prefer full-fledged debate
on FCRA to address criticism
against the bill. The Bill was

the Foreign
(Regulation)

==

introduced in Lok Sabha on
March 25 but has not been
taken up for discussion yet,
amid fierce protest from oppo-
sition parties and minority
groups, especially Christian
bodies.

Christian groups, which are
a major recipient of foreign
funding, have decried the pro-
posed amendments, saying it
threatens their charitable
works and will allow the gov-
ernment to seize their assets if
their FCRA licence is with-
drawn or not renewed.

What has, though, made
things politically trickier for
the BJP is the support extend-
ed by DMK president M K
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Stalin to the demand of a dele-
gation representing churches
of different denominations in
their meeting with home min-
ister Amit Shah that the bill be
either withdrawn or sent to a
joint parliamentary committee
for scrutiny.

With the government look-
ing to assuage DMK's concerns
to get it on board before it
makes a fresh bid for
Parliament's nod for its delim-
itation exercise, coupled with
implementation of  the
women's reservation law from
2029, it may not like to put the
regional party on the defensive
by bringing up the FCRA bill,
some MPs said.
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Sawan Shivratri: The Sacred Night
of Shiva in the Monsoon

-

When the monsoon clouds
gather over the Indian
landscape and the earth
turns green after weeks of
rain, the month of Sawan
brings with it a distinctive
spiritual atmosphere.
Temples of Lord Shiva
begin to fill with devotees,
roads leading to famous
shrines witness proces-
sions of Kanwariyas, and
the sound of “Har Har
Mahadev” becomes part of
the everyday rhythm of
many towns and villages.
At the heart of this month-
long devotion lies Sawan
Shivratri, a festival that
combines faith, fasting,
prayer and the timeless
symbolism associated with
Lord Shiva.

Observed during the
Krishna Paksha
Chaturdashi, or the four-
teenth day of the waning
moon, Sawan Shivratri
occupies a special place in
the religious calendar of
Shiva devotees. While
Mahashivratri is celebrat-
ed on a much larger scale
across the country, Sawan
Shivratri has its own dis-
tinctive character because
it falls within the sacred
month of Sawan. The festi-
val connects the natural
transformation brought by
the monsoon with a sea-
son of spiritual reflection
and devotion.

A festival deeply con-
nected with Lord
Shiva
Sawan is traditionally
regarded as one of the
most auspicious months
for worshipping Lord
Shiva. According to Hindu
traditions, devotees

believe that prayers
offered to Shiva during
this period carry special
spiritual significance.
Mondays of Sawan, popu-
larly known as Sawan
Somvar, are particularly
important, while Sawan
Shivratri represents one of
the most significant occa-
sions for devotees during
the month.

The association between
Sawan and Shiva is also
deeply rooted in mytholo-
gy. One of the most widely
remembered stories con-
nected with the month is
the Samudra Manthan, or
churning of the cosmic
ocean. According to Hindu
mythology, the churning
produced both divine
treasures and the deadly
poison known as halahala.
The poison threatened the
existence of the universe,
prompting Lord Shiva to
consume it to protect cre-
ation.

Shiva held the poison in
his throat rather than

through his body, giving
rise to his name
Neelkanth, or the blue-
throated one. Devotees
traditionally connect this
story with the cooling and
soothing rituals performed
during Sawan. Offering
water to the Shiva lingam
is seen as an expression of
devotion and also as a
symbolic act of offering
relief to Shiva.

The story gives Sawan
Shivratri a meaning that
goes beyond ritual. Shiva's
willingness to absorb dan-
ger for the protection of
others represents sacrifice,
responsibility and the idea
of placing collective wel-
fare above individual com-
fort.

The significance of
the Shiva lingam
One of the central ele-
ments of Sawan Shivratri

worship is the Shiva
lingam. Devotees visit
temples to  perform
abhishek, the ritual

bathing of the lingam, with

al offerings.

Water occupies a particu-
larly important place in
Shiva worship during
Sawan. Devotees may
carry water from sacred
rivers or other holy
sources and offer it to
Shiva temples. In many
regions, Kanwariyas
undertake long journeys
on foot carrying contain-
ers of sacred water, which
they later offer at Shiva
shrines.

The ritual is simple in
appearance but carries
layers of symbolism.
Water represents purity,
life and renewal. During
the monsoon, when rivers,
ponds and fields are
replenished, the offering
of water to Shiva becomes
closely connected with the
natural cycle of the season.
Other traditional offerings
include milk, curd, honey,
sugar and ghee, collective-
ly associated in many tra-
ditions with Panchamrit.
Devotees also offer bel
patra, flowers, fruits and
other items according to
local customs.

A night of prayer and

reflection

The word Shivratri literal-
ly refers to the “night of
Shiva”.

Devotees observing Sawan
Shivratri often remain
engaged in prayer and
worship  during the
evening and night. Some
observe a complete fast,
while others follow differ-
ent forms of vrat depend-
ing on their family tradi-
tions and personal circum-
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Bevond Rituals: The Timeless

Message of Sawan Shivratri
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As the sacred month of Sawan
reaches its most significant
moments, Shiva temples across
India prepare for one of the most
deeply observed occasions of the
season — Sawan and spend the
night in prayer. For many, these
rituals are an expression of faith
that has been passed down
through generations.
Yet Sawan Shivratri carries a sig-
nificance that extends beyond
rituals.
The festival brings together ideas
of self-control, sacrifice, com-
passion, environmental respect,
community service and inner
reflection. Its stories and sym-
bols, rooted in ancient tradi-
tions, continue to offer themes
that can be interpreted in the
context of contemporary life.
At a time when modern life is
increasingly shaped by speed,
consumption and constant digi-
tal engagement, the observance
of Sawan Shivratri creates an
opportunity to pause and recon-
sider the values that guide every-
day life.

Shiva as a symbol of bal-

ance

Lord Shiva occupies a unique
position in Hindu traditions. He
is portrayed as an ascetic, yet he
is also a family man. He is asso-
ciated with meditation and
silence, but also with powerful
cosmic energy.
These apparent contrasts form
an important part of Shiva's cul-
tural image.

often associated with balance —
between creation and destruc-

tion, stillness and movement,
% worldly

responsibility and
detachment.

This symbolism gives Sawan
Shivratri a broader relevance.
The festival encourages devotees
to think about how balance can
be maintained in their own lives.
Modern society often rewards
constant activity. People move
between professional responsi-
bilities, family commitments and
digital communication with very
little time for silence. The
Shivratri tradition of spending a
night in prayer and reflection
offers a different rhythm.

It reminds people that rest, con-
templation and self-awareness
can also be valuable.

The lesson of restraint
Fasting is one of the most visible
practices associated with Sawan
Shivratri. Traditionally, devotees
observe vrat by limiting or avoid-
ing certain foods.

At a symbolic level, fasting
represents restraint.
The practice asks devotees to
consciously control an ordinary
physical desire. That discipline
can then become a reminder that
not every desire needs to be

immediately fulfilled.

This idea has relevance
beyond religious practice.
Modern consumer culture
encourages constant consump-
tion — food, entertainment,
products and digital content.
The temporary restraint of a vrat
offers an opportunity to experi-
ence a different relationship with

consumption.

For devotees, the purpose
remains spiritual. But the broad-
er lesson of moderation can res-
onate with contemporary con-
cerns about health, sustainabili-

allowing it to spread

water and other tradition-

stances.

From Kanwar Routes to Temple Towns: How
Sawan Shivratri Transforms Public Life

Every year, as the monsoon
settles over large parts of
India, a familiar transforma-
tion begins. Roads leading
towards major Shiva tem-
ples become pilgrimage
routes, markets around
shrines grow busier, tempo-
rary camps appear along
highways and village roads,
and groups of saffron-clad
devotees travel long dis-
tances carrying decorated
kanwars. The arrival of
Sawan brings a religious
observance that gradually
becomes a wider social and
cultural phenomenon.
Sawan Shivratri is at the
centre of this seasonal cycle
of devotion. For millions of
Shiva devotees, it is a day of
prayer and fasting. But for
communities located along
pilgrimage routes and
around major temples, it is
also a period of intense pub-
lic activity.

From transport and hospi-
tality to food distribution
and volunteer services, the
festival creates a temporary
network connecting devo-
tees, local residents, busi-
nesses and government

agencies.
The journey as an act of
devotion
One of the most distinctive
features of Sawan is the
Kanwar Yatra.
Devotees, known as
Kanwariyas, travel to sacred
rivers and water sources to
collect holy water. They then
carry the water back to Shiva
temples, where it is offered
during worship.
The journey itself is consid-
ered an important part of
the devotional experience.
Many devotees travel on
foot, covering considerable
distances over several days.
The kanwar, tradi-
tionally designed to balance
containers of water across a
pole, has become a powerful
symbol of Sawan devotion.
Many are decorated with
colourful materials, religious
symbols and images associ-
ated with Shiva.
Groups of devotees often
travel together. Friends, rel-
atives and members of local
communities may partici-
pate as a group, transform-
ing the pilgrimage from an
individual religious activity

g

into a collective experience.
Roads become pilgrim-
age corridors
During the Sawan season,
ordinary roads can take on a
completely different charac-
ter.

Routes used by Kanwariyas
may witness a steady flow of
pilgrims throughout the day
and night. Temporary shel-
ters are established at strate-
gic points, allowing devotees
to rest, eat and refill water
supplies.

Local administration faces
the challenge of balancing
the needs of pilgrims with
regular traffic. Traffic diver-
sions, security arrange-
ments, medical facilities and
sanitation services may
become necessary in areas
with heavy footfall.

The organisation required
for such a large seasonal
movement highlights the
scale of the festival. What
appears to be a religious
journey involves coordina-
tion between multiple sec-
tions of society.
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Shiva's presence in mythology is

ty and mindful living.

Fasting, Abhishek and Bel Patra: the

Rituals That Define Sawan Shivratri

Sawan Shivratri is not only a
day of religious observance;
for millions of devotees, it is
a deeply personal experi-
ence shaped by fasting,
prayer, temple visits and
traditional offerings. As the
sacred month of Sawan pro-
gresses, Shiva temples
across India witness an
increase in devotees seeking
blessings, performing
abhishek and observing
vrat. On Sawan Shivratri,
these practices take on par-
ticular importance as devo-
tees dedicate the day and
night to Lord Shiva.
The rituals associated with
the festival may appear sim-
ple — offering water, light-
ing a lamp, placing bel patra
on the Shiva lingam and
chanting prayers — but each
practice carries a cultural
and spiritual meaning that
has been passed from one
generation to another.
At the same time, the way
these rituals are performed
differs across communities.
Local customs, family tradi-
tions and regional practices
shape the manner in which
devotees observe the festi-
val. This diversity gives
Sawan Shivratri its distinc-
tive character across India.
Beginning the day with
preparation
For many devotees, prepa-
rations for Sawan Shivratri
begin before sunrise. The
day may start with bathing,
cleaning the home and
preparing the puja area.
Those planning to visit a
temple often collect tradi-
tional puja materials in
advance.
A typical Shiva puja thali
may contain flowers, bel
patra, fruits, water, milk,

sandalwood paste, incense,
lamps and other offerings.
Devotees may also carry
sacred water for abhishek.
The preparation itself is
considered part of the
observance. Cleaning the
worship space and arrang-
ing offerings creates a devo-
tional atmosphere and
allows the devotee to begin
the day with a sense of disci-
pline and focus.

In many families, elders
explain the significance of
individual rituals to younger
members. This makes
Sawan Shivratri an impor-
tant occasion for the trans-
mission of cultural tradi-
tions within households.

The significance of

fasting

Vrat is among the most visi-
ble practices associated with
Sawan Shivratri. Devotees
observe fasting as an
expression of devotion and
self-control.

Different people follow dif-
ferent forms of vrat. Some
consume only fruits and

L

milk, whie others eat foods

traditionally prepared for
fasting. Some devotees
observe a stricter fast and
refrain from food for a
longer period.

The purpose of fasting in the
religious tradition is not
simply to avoid food. It rep-
resents restraint — an effort
to reduce physical distrac-
tions and focus attention on
prayer and spiritual prac-
tice.

The discipline involved in
fasting can also encourage
devotees to reflect on their
habits. The day becomes an
opportunity to step away
from routine indulgences
and spend more time in
worship, meditation or
quiet reflection.

However, fasting practices
are not identical every-
where. Families and com-
munities have their own
customs, and individual
health circumstances can
influence how a person
observes the vrat.
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