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Rahul’s dharna spurs FIR in pellet gun case

Six-hour high drama triggers political slugfest between BJP and Congress

RAJESH KUMAR
M New Delhi

The Delhi Police on Friday
registered an FIR in connec-
tion with pellet injuries suf-
fered by a youth during the
July 20 protest at Jantar
Mantar, after a six-hour
dharna by Rahul Gandhi
along with a pellet-gun
victim outside Parliament
Street police station.

The high drama led to a
political slugfest between
the BJP and Congress, with
the former accusing the
Opposition of indulging in
‘cheap and anarchic politics’
and the latter charging the
ruling dispensation with
communalising the situation
in the country, evading
accountability and raising
non-issues.

Rahul, accompanied by the
pellet victim, 19-year-old Sahil
Lochab and his mother, first
visited the Mandir Marg
police station and sought
the registration of the FIR.
After his demand was not
accepted, he went to the
Parliament Street police
station and met Deputy
Commissioner of Police

e ByStander

fump declaved Hovmuz
a5 new US territory.

SHORT

NADDA REVIEWS HIN1
PREPAREDNESS

Union Health Minister JP Nadda
on Friday reviewed the prevailing
H1N1 influenza situation and
preparedness across the country,
with particular focus on the
national Capital and called for
continued vigilance, robust
surveillance and proactive
preparedness. Delhi Health
Minister Pankaj Kumar Singh also
attended the meeting. Nadda
reviewed the national surveillance
and epidemiological situation,
trends in Influenza-Like lliness
(ILI) and severe acute respiratory
infection (SARI), testing and
laboratory surveillance, and the
preparedness of healthcare
facilities to manage seasonal
influenza cases.
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Rahul Gandhi holds a copy of an FIR with Sahil Lochab and his mother after ending his dharna.
Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra is also seen

PTI

(Central) Sachin Sharma. After
the discussion with Sharma
failed to yield results, the
Congress leader, along with
Lochab, sat on a dharna at the
police station, which also
houses the DCP office. “I will
sit on dharna outside the
police station even for 30
days or six months if you

don’t register an FIR,” Rahul
Gandhi, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
had warned the police.

Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and other
senior party leaders also
joined the dharna.

With the police claiming
that the matteris being inves-

tigated and no FIR can be
booked, Gandhi, along with
Sahil and his mother, then sat
ondharna at the police station
premises, with several
Congress leaders joining him.
The Parliament Street police
station turned into a protest
venue. “We came here at
around 11:30 this morning. He

has been going around for a
month, and we arrived at
around 11:30. Now it is 6:30,
almost7 pm, and only then has
the FIR been registered... This
is a police station right in the
heart of New Delhi, and justice
is not being delivered here.

Now imagine what
happens at a police station in
avillage or a small town. We
have done nothing wrong
here. We have only sought
justice for an Indian citizen,
for his mother and for his
father. There are several rape
victims and victims of intim-
idation, and they continue to
fight while seeking justice,”
the Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha said.

Soon after the police regis-
tered the FIR late in the
evening, Rahul ended his
dharna and said this is the
first step towards justice and
ended his dharna.

He said the final FIR was
registered only after an okay
from the Home Secretary
and Amit Shah. “You can
imagine who was stopping
the registration of an FIR, as
these cops wanted to do so
but they were not allowed.”

CONTINUED ON >> P4

SAUGAR SENGUPTA
M Kolkata

Hammering home the point
once again that India will not
be safe until its borders are
secure, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday
slammed former Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
for refusing not only to
provide land for fencing the
international border with
Bangladesh but also for
stonewalling the Centre’s ini-
tiatives to implement the
Citizenship Amendment Act
and the three new criminal
laws — the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita and
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam
—in the State.

“We repeatedly pleaded
with Mamata Banerjee for
land, but she didn’t budge.
Once, | even went to her
office and requested her to
provide the land because it
was a matter of national secu-
rity.” But his pleas fell on deaf
ears, Shah said during a pro-
gramme in Siliguri in North
Bengal. He added sarcastical-
ly, “However, her Government
did not live on... it went, and

Mamata hindered border security
measures in West Bengal: Shah

Union Home Minister Amit Shah, West Bengal CM Suvendu
Adhikari, BJP MP Raju Bista and other officials during group

photograph at SSB frontier headquarters in Siliguri

PTI

so did Mamata ji,” while thank-
ing CM Suvendu Adhikari for
promptly handing over the
requisite land.

Shah, who was on a three-
day visit to West Bengal,
inaugurated several projects
and laid the foundation
stones for others at the
headquarters of the
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB).

Praising the Chief Minister,
he said that as soon as
Adhikari came to power, he
cleared all the projects, and
“we received the land we
required to enhance our
border security.” He added
that, in the changed circum-
stances, the State’s approvals

for projects came “even before
formal letters were sent.” The
new BJP Government had
provided the requisite land to
the BSF and SSB within 45 days
of coming to power, the Home
Minister said.

Praising the Chief Minister
for his cooperation in forti-
fying the Siliguri Corridor —
which connects the rest of
India with the Northeast
and is also known as the
“Chicken’s Neck” because
of its strategic importance —
Shah said that the State
Government had approved
the allocation of 560 acres of
land to reinforce the area.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

Back-channel talks underway on PM Tarique’s visit

Political stability makes India
a bright spot, says PM Modi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said the
world is looking at India as
a “bright spot of growth
and hope”, stressing that
the country’s reform journey
has shifted from a “punish-
ment model” under the
earlier licence raj
Governments to an incen-
tive-based approach.

Addressing the World
Leaders Forum 2026, PM Modi
said the world had witnessed
several ups and downs in
recent years and that the
future of all nations was inter-
connected. “The world has
witnessed many ups and
downs over the past few
years, and these experiences
have made one thing abun-
dantly clear: whether one
likes it or not, the futures of all
nations are interconnected.
Nothing is possible in isola-
tion,” the PM said.

‘One Earth, One Family,
One Future’ was India’s
guiding mantra during its
G20 presidency. This spirit of
a shared future, along with
the accompanying sense of
responsibility, offers solu-
tions to many of the chal-
lenges facing the 21st-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaking during the World
Leaders Forum 2026 in New Delhi

PTI

century world. There are
various concerns regarding
global growth. The world
has witnessed a grim sce-
nario recently; resources are
being weaponised, and an
atmosphere of mistrust is
giving rise to numerous new
challenges. Yet, even in such
times, the world views India
as a bright spot of growth
and hope,” he added. PM
Modi criticised the earlier
licence raj Governments,
saying they followed a
“Production Linked
Punishment” (PLP) model
that penalised companies
for increasing production.

“Today’s younger genera-
tion will be surprised to
hear that there was a time in
our country when if a

company produced more
than the prescribed limit, it
was punished. This was the
PLP, or Production Linked
Punishment, model of the
earlier licence raj
Governments,” he said.
Those who make fun of
the Make in India and
Atmanirbhar Bharat cam-
paigns today are rooted in
the same thinking of the
past — PLP, or Production
Linked Punishment,” he said.
PM Modi also said the
Government is changing
the country’s regulatory
philosophy by moving
away from the earlier
approach of requiring per-
mission for activities unless
explicitly allowed.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

ASHOKE RAJ ® New Delhi

India and Bangladesh are
engaged in back-channel
discussions aimed at final-
ising a proposed visit to
New Delhi by Bangladesh
Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman, according to
people familiar with the
developments. The visit,
which was tentatively
planned for August 23 and
24, was put on hold after the
two sides encountered
unresolved issues.

The Indian Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) had

Bangladesh Prime Minister Tarique Rahman

earlier announced that
Rahman was invited to India
for bilateral discussions and

to participate in the outreach
session of the upcoming
BRICS summit in New Delhi.

Indian High Commissioner
to Bangladesh Dinesh Trivedi
has recently held several meet-
ings with senior Bangladeshi
leaders, including Rahman, as
New Delhi and Dhaka seek to
create conditions for improv-
ing bilateral relations.

Asked about Rahman’s pro-
posed visit during a media
briefing on Friday, MEA
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal declined to provide
details. “I have nothing to say
on this matter. If I have any
updates, I will share them
with you,” Jaiswal said.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

2 ships hijacked off Yemen, Somalia; 22

Two commercial vessels car-
rying a total of 22 Indian
nationals have been hijacked
in separate pirate attacks off
Yemen and Somalia, accord-
ing to a senior official from
the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways on Friday.

The official said the latest
information indicated that
all Indian crew members
were safe.

In the first incident, the
Eritrea-flagged oil products
tanker MT Sibu 1, carrying 20
crew members, was seized by
armed pirates in the Gulf of

Aden on August 20. The vessel
was reportedly hijacked
about 30 nautical miles off
the coast of Yemen.

The crew includes 16
Indians, along with nation-
als of Syria, Sudan and Iraq,

while the nationality of one
other seafarer has not yet
been established. According
to information provided by
the vessel’s Recruitment and
Placement Service Licence
(RPSL) agency, SKS Krishi

Indians safe

Marine Services (OPC)
Private Limited, six armed
pirates boarded the tanker
and took control of the
vessel. The shipping ministry
has directed the RPSL agency
to file a detailed incident
report and provide regular
updates through the e-Navik
online marine casualty
reporting system.

In a separate incident on
August 17, the Cameroon-
flagged cargo vessel LUTUF
was hijacked off the Puntland
coast of Somalia. The ship had
10 crew members on board,
including six Indian nationals.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

MP to develop Kundeshwar Lok to boost religious tourism: CM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
Il Bhopal

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
on Friday announced that
Kundeshwar Lok would be
developed in Tikamgarh dis-
trict on the lines of Mahakal
Lok in Ujjain to promote
religious tourism and
strengthen the region’s
tourism potential.
Addressing media repre-
sentatives after a meeting of
the District Development
Committee under the Jan
Vishwas Abhiyan, Yadav said
the Tourism Department
would prepare a comprehen-
sive plan for the development
of Kundeshwar Dham. He also
emphasised the need to
promote the art and craft of
brass artisans of Tikamgarh.
The Chief Minister said detailed

—

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
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discussions had been held
with prominent citizens, public
representatives and officials
regarding the district’s devel-
opment. Based on these con-
sultations, a development plan
would be prepared keeping
the needs and priorities of
the district in focus.

Yadav said Madhya
Pradesh had earlier observed
the Year of Industrial
Investment and was current-
ly observing the Year of
Farmer Welfare. Following
the Regional Industry
Conclave in Sagar, several
industrialists had invested

in the region, with some
units having already com-
menced production.

He said a steel industry
project worth %3,000 crore
between Niwari and
Tikamgarh had also com-
menced operations. The
State Government would
promote food-processing-
based industries to create
employment opportunities
foryouth. ITIs and skill devel-
opment programmes would
be aligned with industry
requirements to develop a
skilled workforce.

The Chief Minister said
efforts were being made to
ensure that eligible beneficia-
ries receive the benefits of
welfare schemes, including
the Kisan Samman Nidhi and
Ladli Behna Yojana. Destitute
children are being provided

assistance of 34,000 per
month, while officials have
been directed to conduct
surveys and ensure that all
eligible people are covered
under welfare schemes.
Yadav said good gover-
nance remained a priority of
the Government. Complaints
received through the CM
Helpline would be acted
upon promptly and firmly. He
said schemes related to tap
water supply and ration dis-
tribution must be imple-
mented effectively on the
ground and warned that
action would be taken
against officials and employ-
ees found negligent.
Tikamgarh district in-
charge Minister Krishna Gaur,
public representatives and
senior officials were present
during the media briefing.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A 105-year-old murder
convict will now be able to
live as a free man after the
Supreme Court on Friday
closed the case against him
and waived the remaining
period of his life sentence,
taking into account his age.

Born in 1920 in West
Bengal’s Malda district, Rasik
Chandra Mondal was con-
victed in 1994 in the murder
case and was in jail till
November 29, 2024, when
the top court granted him
bail. On Friday, a bench com-
prising Chief Justice Surya
Kant and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana said

i - R

e

e~

arrl -

Rasik Chandra Mondal

that, having regard to the
age of the petitioner, it was
closing the case and waiving
the remaining sentence, if
any, in the matter.

Even if the life sentence is
not over, he will not be
taken back into custody, the
CJl said and made the
interim bail order of 2024
absolute and final. “As an

Free@103: Supreme Court waives
convict’s remaining Sentence

interim order, we direct that
the petitioner, Rasik Chandra
Mondal, will be released on
interim bail/parole during
the pendency of the present
writ petition, on terms and
conditions to be fixed by the
trial court,” the court had
said earlier. Mondal had age-
related health issues, it had
noted. In 2018, the Calcutta
High Court dismissed
Mondal’s appeal challenging
his conviction in the murder
case. Later, he moved the
apex court, which also dis-
missed his plea.

In 2020, Mondal, then 99
years old, moved a plea
seeking premature release,
citing his advanced age and
age-related ailments.
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CM listens to children, checks

meals and inspects hospital
CM SHOWERS AFFECTION ON_CHIDREN

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Tikamgarh

Chief Minister Dr Mohan
Yadav inspected the Takha
Anganwadi Centre and Dr
Rajendra Prasad District
Hospital during his visit to
Tikamgarh district on Friday.
He reviewed facilities at both
institutions and interacted
with beneficiaries, children,
patients and their family
members.

At the Takha Anganwadi
Centre, Ladli Laxmi daughters,
Ladli Behna beneficiaries and
women beneficiaries of the
Pradhan Mantri Matru
Vandana Yojana welcomed
the Chief Minister by tying
sacred Rakhis on his wrist. As
a gesture of gratitude, Dr
Yadav presented saris, cos-
metic kits and umbrellas to
Ladli Behna beneficiaries.

The Chief Minister inter-
acted with children at the
Anganwadi centre, gave them
roses and asked about their
names and the food served to
them. When asked whether
they ate the breakfast and
meals provided at the centre,
the children responded
enthusiastically that they did.
Dr Yadav directed officials to
ensure that children receive
nutritious and quality break-
fast and meals.

He also performed the
Annaprashan ceremony of
baby Vaishnavi by feeding
her kheer with his own hands
and blessed her for a bright
future. He directed officials to
ensure a continuous supply of
safe drinking water for chil-
dren as well as pregnant and
lactating mothers. The Chief
Minister also inspected the
kitchen of the Anganwadi

T

centre.

Dr Yadav greeted people
who had gathered at the
centre and listened to their
concerns. Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Backwards Classes and
Minority Welfare and De-noti-
fied, Nomadic and Semi-
Nomadic Welfare and
Tikamgarh district in-charge
Minister Krishna Gaur, Chief
Secretary Ashok Barnwal,
public representatives and
senior administrative officers
were present.

Later, the Chief Minister
inspected Dr Rajendra Prasad
District Hospital and reviewed
the OPD registration counter,
doctors’ chambers, blood
sample collection centre in
the laboratory, emergency
ward of the trauma centre
and other facilities.
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Dr Yadav met two
snakebite patients and an
accidentvictim and enquired
about their well-being from
their family members. He
also inspected the Nutrition
Rehabilitation Centre (NRC),
where he distributed health
kits to 19 malnourished chil-
dren undergoing treatment.

District Panchayat
Chairperson Umita Singh,
Saroj Rajput, Jatara MLA
Harishankar Khatik, former
Minister of State Rahul Singh,
former Tikamgarh MLA
Rakesh Giri, former MLA Ajay
Yadav, MP representative
Anurag Verma, former
Prithvipur MLA Dr Shishupal
Yadav, District Panchayat
member Brijendra Singh
Yadav, Dr Abhay Pratap
Singh, Vivek Chaturvedi and
other public representatives

were present during the visit.

At the Takha Anganwadi
Centre, Dr Yadav also inter-
acted closely with women
beneficiaries and local resi-
dents and sought feedback
on the services being provid-
ed through various welfare
schemes.

He emphasised that gov-
ernment welfare pro-
grammes should translate
into tangible benefits for
families at the grassroots
level and that eligible bene-
ficiaries should receive assis-
tance without difficulty.
During his interaction with
the children, he took partic-
ular interest in their daily
routine, food and overall
well-being, reinforcing the
importance of proper nutri-
tion during the early years of
development.

Hotel kitchen sealed
after food check

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Indore

A food safety inspection at
the prominent Sayaji Hotel in
Indore found serious hygiene
and storage violations,
including rats in the food
storage area and cockroach-
es in the kitchen and food
preparation zone.

Officials found around 66
kg of non-vegetarian food
stored without proper pack-
aging and labelling. The hotel
also did not have a Central
FSSAI five-star licence. The
inspection continued for
nearly five hours on Thursday,
following which the hotel’s
kitchen and bakery were
sealed on Friday. The inspec-
tion team found cracks in
storage walls and floors, poor
waste segregation and vege-
tarian and non-vegetarian
items stored together.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Miister Mohan Yadav with children at Angnwadi Centre in Tikamgarh on Friday.
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MP eyes new investments as global leaders meet in Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The ET World Leaders Forum
2026, being held in New
Delhi on August 21 and 22,
will provide Madhya Pradesh
a major platform to show-
case its development
prospects, investment oppor-
tunities and emerging indus-
trial potential before leading
industrialists, policymakers
and global experts from India
and abroad.

A special fireside chat titled
“MP: Unlocking the Heart of
India” will be held on the
second day of the forum on
August 22. Chief Minister Dr
Mohan Yadav will partici-
pate in the session and share
his views on Madhya
Pradesh’s economic and
industrial growth journey,
investment potential and
the state government’s

/

efforts to position the state as
one of India’s leading growth
centres.

The session is expected to
provide an important oppor-
tunity to present Madhya
Pradesh’s industrial
strengths, investment oppor-
tunities and growth
prospects to national and
international investors and
industry leaders. The state
has been focusing on attract-
ing investment across multi-
ple sectors and strengthen-
ing its industrial ecosystem

to generate employment and
accelerate economic growth.
The textile sector will also
receive special attention at
the forum through a dedicat-
ed session titled “Weaving
the Future: Building an
Integrated Textile Value
Chain in MP” on August 22.
Industry Secretary John
Kingsley, Orient Craft founder
Sudhir Dhingra and Raneen
Banerjee of PwC India will
participate in the session.
The discussion will focus
on building an integrated
textile value chain in Madhya
Pradesh, expanding the
state’s textile industry and
identifying new investment
opportunities across the
sector. The session is expect-
ed to bring industry per-
spectives on strengthening
the entire value chain, from
manufacturing and process-
ing to market expansion.

The ET World Leaders
Forum will also host discus-
sions on major global eco-
nomic and business trends,
including artificial intelli-
gence, global capital, the
new economy, energy tran-
sition, trade and supply
chains, India-US relations
and global investment.

The participation of
Madhya Pradesh at the
forum is expected to
strengthen the state’s
engagement with the
national and global busi-
ness community and high-
light its potential across
diverse sectors. The plat-
form will also facilitate dis-
cussions on emerging oppor-
tunities and help position
Madhya Pradesh as an attrac-
tive destination for invest-
ment, industrial expansion
and long-term economic
growth.

Artists perform Purulia Chhau dance during a series of cultural event organised by SPIC MACAY at Maulana Azad National Institute and Technology in Bhopal on Friday.

NGT orders 15-year watch on Bhopal’s green cover

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Bhopal

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has
issued a comprehensive set of direc-
tions to curb tree felling, protect
green spaces and strengthen urban
forestry in Bhopal. The tribunal has,
among other measures, ordered a 15-
year monitoring plan for compensato-
ry plantations and identification of
native and endangered tree species.

The directions were issued while
hearing a petition filed by Dr Subhash
C Pandey against Bhopal Municipal
Corporation and others. The bench
comprising Justice Shyo Kumar Singh
and judicial member Sudhir Kumar
Chaturvedi considered issues related
to the protection of green areas,
removal of encroachments from road
verges and green belts, conserva-
tion of native trees and strengthen-
ing of urban forestry.

The tribunal took note of the impor-
tance of the Capital Project Forest,
established in 1986, and the extensive
plantation undertaken in Bhopal over
the years. It also considered action-
taken reports submitted by authori-
ties and the findings of an expert com-

mittee constituted to verify the status
of encroachments and plantation.

The NGT directed strict compli-
ance with the Madhya Pradesh
Preservation of Trees in Urban Areas
Act, 2001, in all cases involving tree
felling. It also ordered compliance
with rules governing compensatory
plantation, afforestation, tree trans-
plantation and maintenance, along
with monitoring of the survival of
planted trees.

A committee comprising repre-
sentatives of the Forest Department,
Municipal Corporation, Horticulture
Department and State Pollution
Control Board will monitor compen-
satory plantations in urban areas for
15 years.

The tribunal ordered high-resolu-
tion GIS mapping and a comprehen-
sive tree census of the Bhopal
Municipal Corporation area to iden-
tify trees and their species, green
belts, open spaces and encroach-
ments. Native and endangered
species are to be identified and
incorporated into a long-term
afforestation strategy.

Encroachments from central and

side road verges and green areas are
to be removed systematically, fol-
lowed by fencing, afforestation and
geo-tagging. Green-belt areas should
not be concretised and are to be
maintained as urban environmental
protection zones.

The NGT recommended prioritising
native species such as banyan,
peepal, jamun, native mango, neem,
kadamb and arjun for plantation. The
Forest Department has also been
directed to plant native forest species
in vacant areas within urban forests.

Ajoint GIS/GPS and satellite-based
survey and demarcation of recorded
forest land in Bhopal district has also
been ordered. Where encroachments
are found illegal and there is no legal
impediment, they must be removed
and reclaimed land secured through
permanent boundary pillars and
fencing, with appropriate revenue
record entries.

The tribunal directed ecological
restoration of reclaimed areas
through plantation and asked the
Forest Department to bring such
areas under green cover within 12
months.

DNLU panel highlights press
freedom, ethics in digital age

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Jabalpur

Dharmashastra National Law
University (DNLU), Jabalpur
organised a panel discussion
on “Understanding
Journalism Today” on its
campus on Friday, bringing
together senior journalists,
faculty members and stu-
dents to discuss the evolving
media landscape and journal-
ism’s role in a democratic
society.

The programme was organ-
ised under the leadership of
Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Manoj
Kumar Sinha and Registrar Dr
Praveen Tripathi. Assistant
Dean of Student Welfare Dr
Animesh |ha welcomed the
panellists and participants.

Senior journalists Dr Rakesh
Pathak, Sudhanshu Ranjan
and Anshu Naithani shared
their perspectives on ethical
journalism, commercial pres-
sures, digital media, misinfor-
mation, press freedom and
the responsibilities of journal-
ists.

Pathak, a senior journalist
and Gandhian activist from
Madhya Pradesh, highlighted
the erosion of ethical stan-
dards in regional journalism
and the growing commer-

cialisation of newsrooms. He
stressed the relevance of truth
and restraint in reporting and
recalled the important role
played by Indian journalism
during the freedom move-
ment. He also cautioned
against misinformation and
fake news in the digital era.

Ranjan, senior journalist
and former Additional
Director General of
Doordarshan, spoke about
the credibility of mainstream
and public broadcasting in
the digital age. He empha-
sised the need to balance
speed with accuracy and
accountability. Referring to
Article 19(1) and Article 19(2) of
the Constitution, he discussed
freedom of speech and its rea-
sonable restrictions and
stressed the importance of
independent criticism of
those in power.

Naithani, a senior journal-
ist, anchor and producer,
spoke about challenges faced
by reporters, particularly
women journalists, and high-
lighted the importance of
fact-checking and verifica-
tion amid rapidly changing
social media-driven news
cycles. Dr Praveen Tripathi
felicitated the guest speakers
with mementos.

ANTHE assesses
student potential

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Bhopal

For students preparing for
competitive examinations,
understanding their strengths
and areas forimprovementis
as important as knowing what
to study.

The Aakash National Talent
Hunt Exam (ANTHE) has
addressed this need for the
last 16 years by providing stu-
dents with a structured plat-
form to assess their prepared-
ness.

With more than 1 crore stu-
dents registering since its
inception, ANTHE has
emerged as one of India’s
largest and longest-running
student assessment platforms.

What began as a talent
identification initiative has
evolved into an academic
benchmark for students to
evaluate their competitive
potential and strengthen their
preparation.

ANTHE is designed as a
comprehensive, scientifical-
ly structured diagnostic
assessment. Its questions are
mapped to specific concepts
and competencies, enabling
evaluation of subject knowl-
edge, aptitude, analytical
ability and examination
behaviour.

Primary school locked at
2.35 pm during inspection

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

A primary school in Bhopal’s
Arwalia panchayat was
found locked during an
inspection on Friday, with
neither students nor teach-
ers present, raising ques-
tions over attendance and
discipline at the govern-
ment-run institution.

Bhopal zila Panchayat
Vice-President Mohan Singh
Jat, who is also chairman of
the education committee,
inspected the Parwalia Sani
Primary School following
complaints from villagers
about teachers remaining
absent and poor arrange-
ments at the school.

Jat said he reached the
school at around 2.35 pm
and found the main gate
locked. No students or
teachers were present on
the premises. According to
him, the school had been
closed before the sched-
uled time, as the institu-
tion was reportedly shut at
around 2.25 pm.

Jat said a teacher arrived
at the school after some
time and alleged that the
teacher appeared to be
under the influence of

CM orders action
against Katni CSP

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE

MP raises gaushala grant
to Rs 40 per cow per day

alcohol. He reprimanded
the teacher and said he
would seek a medical exam-
ination to establish the facts.
Jat also said he had
informed the concerned offi-
cials about the incident and
sought action over the
alleged irregularities.

During the inspection, Jat
issued a strict warning to the
teacher and challenged that
he would resign from his
post if a medical examina-
tion established that his
allegation was incorrect.
The teacher’s version could
not be obtained during the
inspection.

Jat said the inspection
was conducted after receiv-
ing repeated complaints
from villagers regarding the
absence of teachers and
administrative shortcom-
ings at the school. He said
the inspection revealed
serious lapses and negli-
gence.

Local residents also
apprised the Zila Panchayat
vice-president of the school’s
poor condition and other
problems affecting its func-
tioning. The matter has been
brought to the attention of
the concerned authorities
for further action.

I Bhopal

Chief Minister Dr Mohan
Yadav has directed the
Chief Secretary to immedi-
ately suspend the con-
cerned City Superintendent
of Police (CSP) in connection
with the Katni incident,
taking serious note of the
matter.

In a post on social media
platform X, Dr Yadav said
any negligence, undue pres-
sure or misuse of position
in matters related to law
and order would not be
tolerated at any level.

The Chief Minister said an
impartial inquiry would be
conducted into the entire
incident and assured that
strict action would be taken
against all those found
guilty.

Dr Yadav said maintain-
ing the rule of law and
ensuring accountability in
the police and administra-
tive system were priorities
of the state government. He
stressed that officials would
be expected to discharge
their responsibilities fairly
and without allowing any
external pressure or misuse
of authority to influence
their actions.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment has stepped up
measures for cattle protec-
tion, conservation and
welfare under the Chief
Minister Jan Vishwas
Abhiyan, with regular grants
being provided for the
upkeep of more than 5.20
lakh cattle housed in 3,212
registered gaushalas across
the state.

Chief Minister Dr Mohan
Yadav said the daily grant for
the upkeep of cows in
gaushalas has been
increased to Rs 40 per
animal. A budget provision of
Rs 620.50 crore has been
made for distribution of
grants to gaushalas during
the financial year 2026-27.

Dr Yadav said the govern-
ment is focusing on provid-
ing adequate resources to
ensure effective functioning
of gaushalas and proper care
of cattle. To make the grant
distribution system more
transparent and efficient, a
single-click Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) mechanism
has been introduced. Under
the system, grants are trans-
ferred directly into the bank

accounts of gaushalas, facil-
itating timely payments and
strengthening financial trans-

parency.
The Chief Minister said
more than 1,000 new

gaushalas have become
operational across Madhya
Pradesh since the formation
of the government. These
facilities are providing organ-
ised care and management
to more than 2 lakh addition-
al cattle.

He said continuous efforts
are being made to improve
animal care, promote breed
improvement and strength-
en the management of
gaushalas. The government
is also working to expand
infrastructure and resources
required for effective cattle
welfare.

Dr Yadav said cow slaugh-
ter is completely banned in
Madhya Pradesh and legal
provisions have been
strengthened to check the
illegal transportation of
cattle. Vehicles used for
illegal transportation are
also liable to confiscation
under the applicable provi-
sions. The Chief Minister
stressed that community
participation is equally
important for effective cattle
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Ken-Betwa project to benefit 8.11 lakh hectares

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

Chief Minister Dr Mohan
Yadav has described the Ken-
Betwa River Linking Project
as alandmark initiative that
will bring transformative
changes to Bundelkhand and
several other districts of
Madhya Pradesh. He said the
project, India’s first river-
linking project, is being
implemented jointly by the
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh governments in
coordination with the Union
government.

The foundation stone for
the ambitious project was
laid in December 2024, and
the project has been target-
ed for completion by 2030.
Yadav said the project would
have a far-reaching impact
onirrigation, drinking water
supply and energy genera-
tion, besides changing the

N

v

Congress workers stage a dharna seeking registration of

overall development land-
scape of the region.
Speaking to television
channel representatives after
reviewing the project in
Khajuraho, the chief minister
said the benefits would
extend beyond the entire
Bundelkhand region to
several districts of central
Madhya Pradesh. Areas of
Raisen and Vidisha districts
will also receive irrigation
benefits under the project.
According to Yadav, the
project will provide annual
irrigation facilities to a total
area of 8.11 lakh hectares. It
will also generate 103 MW of
hydropower and 27 MW of
solar power. In addition,
around 44 lakh people will
receive 60 MCM of drinking
water through the project.
In Madhya Pradesh, irriga-
tion facilities covering 4.51
lakh hectares will be provid-
ed in Panna, Chhatarpur,

20 protest, in support of their leader Rahul Gandhi, in Bhopal on Friday.

an FIR over pellet injuries suffered by a youth during th CJP-led July

Damoh, Tikamgarh and
Niwari districts. As many as
1,382 villages are expected to
benefit from the project.

The chief minister said the
project's benefits would also
reach districts outside
Bundelkhand, including
Shivpuri, Datia, Raisen and
Vidisha. In Sagar district, the
Bina Complex under the
project will provide annual
irrigation facilities to around
90,000 hectares.

Yadav said the project
would prove particularly sig-
nificant for Bundelkhand,
where improved irrigation
and water availability can
create new opportunities for
agriculture and economic
development. The availabil-
ity of drinking water and
additional energy genera-
tion is also expected to
strengthen the region’s
overall infrastructure.

He said he had discussed

the progress of the project
with legislators and other
public representatives from
the region during the review
meeting. Issues concerning
people affected by the
project were also discussed,
with the rehabilitation of
displaced families and
payment of compensation
being accorded the highest
priority.

The chief minister said the
progress of work on the
project was encouraging and
that the Madhya Pradesh
government, in coordination
with the Union government,
was committed to ensuring
that people in the project
area receive the required
facilities.

Yadav said the project
would not merely expand
irrigation coverage but
would act as a catalyst for
broader regional develop-
ment. Once completed, it is

expected to significantly alter
the socio-economic land-
scape of Bundelkhand and
adjoining areas by improving
water availability, agricul-
tural productivity and energy
infrastructure.

The projectis also expect-
ed to strengthen the long-
term water security of the
region by creating a more
reliable system for distribut-
ing available water resources
across participating districts.
Improved water availability
could support greater agri-
cultural stability, encourage
diversification of crops and
provide a stronger founda-
tion for rural economic activ-
ity. With irrigation, drinking
water and power genera-
tion being addressed
through an integrated frame-
work, the project is posi-
tioned as a major infrastruc-
ture intervention for the
region.

Stamp vendors and other shopkeepers remove goods from their shops as a road
project near the old state assembly in Bhopal on Friday.

is widened under the Bhoal Metro Rail
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CM highlights Swami Chinmayanand'’s legacy at yatra launch

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

Chief Minister Dr Mohan
Yadav on Friday described
Swami Chinmayanandji
Maharaj as a great saint,
thinker and spiritual luminary
whose contribution to the
moral development of Indian
society and youth, and the
propagation of Indian cultur-
al heritage, would always be
remembered.

Addressing a gathering at
his residence on the occasion
of the departure of the
Chinmaya Amrit Yatra from
Bhopal, Dr Yadav said it had
been 75 years since the
Chinmaya Amrit Yatra was
launched under the guid-
ance of Swami
Chinmayanandji to take
Indian culture, particularly
the teachings of the Shrimad

Bhagavad Gita, to people
across the country.

The Chief Minister said the
Swami Chinmayanand
Mission had been making
significant contributions
across the country through
the establishment of schools,
colleges and universities,
besides working to strength-
en social and cultural tradi-
tions. He also acknowledged
the mission’s role in various

initiatives and
appreciated its
efforts on behalf
of the Madhya
Pradesh
i Government.

Dr Yadav said
.| society should

<-|| strive to follow
" the righteous
-2 path shown by
S w a m i
Chinmayanandiji
and carry forward his
message of spiritual and
moral values.

The Chief Minister flagged
off the Chinmaya Amrit Yatra,
organised by Chinmaya Amrit
Vahini, an affiliated organisa-
tion of the Swami
Chinmayanand Mission, by
waving a saffron flag. The
yatra departed from Bhopal
for its next destination, Jhansi.

The yatra began in

Chhattisgarh and entered
Madhya Pradesh, passing
through Rewa, Satna, Betul
and Narmadapuram before
reaching Bhopal. It will now
proceed towards Jhansi and
continue its journey there-
after. An earlier edition of the
Chinmaya Amrit Yatra had
passed through Khandwa
and Indore.

Swami Mitranand
Saraswati Maharaj, Head and
Patron of the Swami
Chinmayanand Mission,
along with other followers of
the mission, was present on
the occasion.

After flagging off the yatra,
Dr Yadav extended his best
wishes on behalf of the
Madhya Pradesh Government
for the social and cultural ini-
tiatives being undertaken by
the Swami Chinmayanand
Mission.

Kailaras sugar mill

set for revival

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment has initiated steps
to revive the closed
Kailaras Sugar Mill in
Morena district, in line with
Chief Minister Dr Mohan
Yadav’s vision. MSME
Department Commissioner
Dilip Kumar said expres-
sions of interest have been
invited online for leasing
the mill on an “as is, where
is” basis.

The deadline for submis-
sions is September 15, with
proposals scheduled to be
opened on September 16.
Interested bidders can visit
the mill site on August 31
and September 1. A pre-bid
meeting will be held on
September 3 in Bhopal.

Bansal One bars fined after surprise food checks

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

Bhopal Municipal
Corporation’s Municipal Court
on Friday carried out a sur-
prise inspection of restau-
rants and bars at Bansal One,
uncovering several food
safety violations, including
expired cold drinks and
improper storage of vegetar-
ian and non-vegetarian food.

The action was conducted
by Mobile Court Magistrate
(First Class) Tarunendra Pratap
Singh, who personally
inspected the kitchens and
checked the food being pre-
pared and served to cus-
tomers. During the inspection,
expired cold drinks were
found at several locations,
while vegetarian and non-
vegetarian food items were
found stored together in
refrigerators. The civic team

imposed spot fines in the
cases.

The Mobile Court began its
action ataround 1.30 pm and
continued for nearly two
hours. The team inspected
several establishments,
including Fake Cafe, Romeo
Lane, Flying Saucer, Rasta, My
Bar, Aybury, Qawwali and
Sankalp Restaurant and Bar.

The inspections focused on
food quality and compliance
with provisions of the Food
Safety and Standards Act,
2006, as well as the Madhya
Pradesh Municipal
Corporation Act. Magistrate
Singh personally visited the
restaurants and bars to
examine food items and
assess hygiene and safety
arrangements.

The sudden inspection trig-
gered concern among restau-
rantand bar operators in the
area. The municipal team
arrived with a convoy of more

than 30 vehicles, accompa-
nied by zonal and ward offi-
cials and officers from various
departments.

Food and cold drink
samples were collected from
the establishments for further
examination. During the
inspection, the team also
found unhygienic conditions
inkitchens and reprimanded
the staff for failing to maintain
proper cleanliness and food
safety standards.

The civic body said such
inspections are aimed at
ensuring compliance with
food safety regulations and
protecting consumers from
unsafe or substandard food
and beverages.

The inspection team also
stressed that food establish-
ments must maintain proper
segregation, storage and
hygiene practices to prevent
contamination and protect
public health.

Patalpani-Kalakund Heritage
Train to resume from today

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Indore

Western Railway will resume
the popular Patalpani-
Kalakund Heritage Train from
August 22, 2026, in view of
passenger demand. The her-
itage service will operate
every Friday, Saturday and
Sunday.

According to a press
release issued by Mukesh
Kumar, Public Relations
Officer, Ratlam Division of
Western Railway, Train No.
52965, Patalpani-Kalakund
Heritage Train, will depart
from Patalpani at 11.05 am
and reach Kalakund at 1.05
pm. On the return journey,
Train No. 52966, Kalakund-
Patalpani Heritage Train, will
depart from Kalakund at 3.34
pm and arrive at Patalpani at
4.30 pm.

The train will have six
coaches, comprising two AC
Chair Car coaches, C1and C2,
and four non-AC Chair Car
coaches, including D1, D2
and D3.

Passengers travelling to
Kalakund and returning to
Patalpani will be required to
purchase separate tickets
for each journey. The one-
way fare will be Rs 270 per
passenger for the AC Chair
Car and Rs 20 per passenger
for the non-AC Chair Car.

The resumption of the her-
itage service is expected to
benefit passengers and
tourists travelling between
Patalpani and Kalakund, par-
ticularly on weekends. The
service is also a popular
option for visitors seeking to
experience the scenic route
connecting the two destina-
tions.

Four theft cases found in Khajuri Road checks

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

Madhya Kshetra Vidyut Vitran
Company conducted an
intensive inspection of elec-
tricity consumers’ premises
under the Khajuri Road distri-
bution centre on Thursday,
detecting multiple cases of
power theft and other irreg-
ularities.

Atotal of 18 premises were
inspected during the check-
ing drive. Officials detected
four cases of electricity theft,
11 cases involving use of elec-
tricity load beyond the sanc-
tioned limit, two tariff-related
irregularities and one case of
meter bypass. Panchanamas
were prepared in all cases as
per prescribed procedures,
followed by billing and nec-
essary legal action.

Among the cases involving
significant billing amounts, a
bill of around Rs 3.39 lakh

was raised in the case of
Anand Chandani. Bills of Rs
89,777 and Rs 50,020 were
raised in the cases of Ramlal
Mewada and Arif Malik
respectively. A bill of Rs
50,020 was also raised
against Vijay Kumar Mishra
Construction Pvt Ltd.

Further, bills of Rs 34,567
and Rs 33,870 were raised in
the cases of Prem Singh Ram
Singh Solanki and
Radheshyam Mewada
respectively.

In the electricity theft
cases, action was initiated as
per rules against Ramlal
Mewada, Kalu Ram Patharia,
Vikram Singh Mewada and
Hema Lilwani.

The company said elec-
tricity theft cases attract both
criminal penalties and civil
liability under provisions of
the Electricity Act. It added
that regular inspection and
enforcement drives are being

conducted to curb power
theft and ensure compliance
with electricity regulations.

The company appealed to
consumers to use electricity
only through valid connec-
tions and within their sanc-
tioned load limits. It warned
that use of electricity beyond
the sanctioned load, tam-
pering with meters, bypass-
ing meters or stealing elec-
tricity would invite action
under the applicable provi-
sions of the Electricity Act.

The company said con-
sumers should ensure that
their electricity usage
remains compliant with pre-
scribed norms to avoid legal
and financial consequences.

The company said the
inspections are also aimed at
promoting responsible elec-
tricity use and ensuring
greater transparency in con-
sumption and billing prac-
tices.

Four snakebite deaths in a day

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Chhatarpur

Four people died of suspected snakebite in Chhatarpur district
on Thursday, with post-mortems conducted at the district
hospital. Two victims were brought to the hospital dead, while

two died during treatment.

District Hospital Civil Surgeon Dr Sharad Chaurasia
confirmed the deaths. The deceased were identified as Ganesh
Patel, 27-year-old Rakesh Yadav, 60-year-old Bhaguniya
Kushwaha and 18-year-old Rachna Sahu.

Rakesh Yadav and Ganesh Patel were brought to the hospital
on August 20 in a dead condition. Bhaguniya Kushwaha was
brought at around 3 am and died during treatment. Rachna
Sahu was brought from Shahgarh at around 5.30 am and also
died while undergoing treatment.

Dr Chaurasia said 14 snakebite patients had reached the
district hospital during the preceding two days. One patient
was referred to another facility, while another died during

treatment.

The hospital uses around 1,500 to 2,000 Anti-Snake Venom
injections annually, with consumption remaining in this range

over the past two to three years.

Central Bank |

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Jabalpur

Central Bank of India organ-
ised a Retail Credit Outreach
Campaign at Hotel Narmada
Junction in Jabalpur on Friday
as part of its nationwide ini-
tiative to expand retail
lending and connect cus-
tomers with various credit
products.

The campaign was held
under the guidance of Zonal
Head Dheeraj Goyal and
Regional Head Avinash
Kumar. During the pro-
gramme, the bank sanc-
tioned loans worth Rs 50
crore and generated fresh
loan leads of around Rs 60
crore.
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Addressing customers,
Goyal highlighted the impor-
tance of using the nomina-
tion facility in bank accounts,
activation of DEAF accounts
and the significance of SSS. He
also briefed customers about
various retail loan schemes
offered by the bank.

Kumar said the bank's

retail credit drive

p- home loan
product, Cent
Grih Lakshmi, is
currently avail-
able atan interest
@ rate of 7.00%,

along with a

waiver on pro-
| cessing fees for
home loans. He
also highlighted
the bank's educa-
tion, vehicle and mortgage
loan schemes and urged cus-
tomers and the public to
make the most of these facil-
ities. Officials and employees
from all Central Bank of India
branches in Jabalpur, along
with a large number of cus-
tomers, attended the pro-
gramme.

Two engineers face action over Simhastha work lapses

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ujjain

With preparations for
Simhastha-2028 gathering
pace, Ujjain Divisional
Commissioner and Simhastha
Mela Officer Ashish Singh has
stepped up monitoring of
development and construc-
tion projects, directing depart-
ments to maintain quality
standards and complete works
within prescribed timelines.

During a review meeting
held at the Simhastha Mela
Office auditorium, Singh sus-
pended Water Resources
Department Sub-Engineer
Amit Kumar Kurmi with imme-
diate effect after serious tech-
nical lapses were detected in
the Sever Khedi-Silar Khedi
project. He also ordered a

departmental inquiry against
PWD Simhastha Wing Sub-
Engineer Malay Shrivastava
for alleged failure to ensure
quality control.

The action followed an
inspection of column casting
work ata pump house, where
technical irregularities, includ-
ing bending reinforcement
bars to adjust alignment, were
detected. Taking serious note
of the lapses, Singh directed
officials to ensure strict com-
pliance with prescribed tech-
nical and quality standards in
all Simhastha-related projects.

The Commissioner also
directed that a notice be issued
to the consultant concerned
over delays in the Ujjain-Maksi
four-lane road project. He
instructed departments to
expedite the resolution of land
acquisition cases linked to

ongoing projects so that con-
struction is not held up and
works are completed within
the stipulated deadlines.

Singh further directed offi-
cials to provide all required
information to the agency
appointed for third-party
inspection of ongoing con-
struction projects during site
visits. He ordered regular
testing of construction mate-
rial samples and continuous
monitoring of quality control
at project sites.

Progress reports on pro-
jects being implemented by
various departments were
presented during the meeting.
Officials from the Water
Resources Department,
Namami Shipra, Madhya
Pradesh West Zone Electricity
Distribution Company, Police
Housing Corporation, Tourism

Department, Rural Engineering
Services, Building
Development Corporation,
Public Works Department,
Simhastha Division, Setu
Division, National Highways
and Road Development
Corporation participated in
the review.

Collector Roshan Kumar
Singh, District Panchayat CEO
Shreyans Koomat, Additional
Municipal Commissioner
Santosh Tagore, Deputy Mela
Officer Sandeep Singh and
senior officials of the con-
cerned departments were also
present. He stressed that
timely corrective action and
rigorous supervision would
be critical to ensuring that
Simhastha-related infrastruc-
ture meets the required stan-
dards and is ready well before
the festival.

Eight trucks
seized in Indore

Indore: The Mineral
Department seized eight
trucks allegedly transport-
ing illegally mined and trans-
ported stone aggregate and
murrum during enforcement
drives in rural Indore on
Wednesday and Thursday.

Four trucks were seized by
the department team and
kept at Shipra and Gandhi
Nagar police stations.
Another four trucks loaded
with stone aggregate and
murrum were intercepted
and placed at Simrol and
Badgonda police stations.

The action was carried out
under the direction of the
district administration as
part of the ongoing drive
against illegal mineral extrac-
tion, transportation and
storage.

CM explores new avenues for brass artisans

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Bhopal

Chief Minister Dr Mohan Yadav on Friday
visited the home and workshop of renowned
Tikamgarh brass artisan Laxminarayan Soni
during his visit under the Chief Minister Jan
Vishwas Abhiyan and reviewed the tradition-
al brass craft, praising the skills of local arti-

sans.

Earlier, Dr Yadav interacted with entrepre-
neurs, investors and startup representatives
at the Udyam Samvad programme, discussing
industrial development, investment promotion
and measures to strengthen local industries.

At Soni’s residence in Roraiya locality, the
Chief Minister viewed brass idols of deities and
other artistic products. He said Tikamgarh’s
brass craftsmanship was an important symbol
of Madhya Pradesh’s rich cultural heritage and

assured that efforts would be made to give the
traditional craft greater recognition at the
national level.

Dr Yadav directed officials to expedite
development of a proposed new industrial area
at Dharampura village in Tikamgarh tehsil
under the Government of India’s MSE-CDP
scheme. The project, proposed by the MSME

Department, is estimated to cost around Rs

10.99 crore.

He said the industrial area would provide
artisans with modern facilities, better market-
ing opportunities and new avenues for employ-
ment. The Chief Minister stressed the need to
combine preservation of traditional craftsman-
ship with modern infrastructure and market
access to strengthen the local brass craft indus-
try and create sustainable livelihood opportu-
nities for artisans.

Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd.
Corporate Office: Office Nos. 501 & 503,5th Floor,Lightbridge, Saki Vihar
Road, Andheri East, Mumbai Suburban (District),Maharashtra - 400072
Bhopal Branch : Office No.1, Plot No. 200, 1st Floor, Jyoti Cineplex, M.P. Nagar, Zone-1 Bhopal-462001 (MP).

POSSESSION NOTICE Appendix IV (for immovable property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Aadhar Housing Finance Limited (AHFL) under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise
of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002,
Demand Notice(s) issued by the Authorised Officer of the company to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) mentioned
herein below to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of
powers conferred on him under Sub-Section (4) of the Section 13 of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security
Interest Enforcement rules, 2002, The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of section 13 of
the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. The borrower in particular and the public in
general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of AHFL for an amount as mentioned herein under with interest thereon.

Housing Finance Ltd

Date : 22.08.2026

§.| MName of the Borrower(s)/Co- Description of Secured Asset Demand Notice | Date of
N.| Borrower(s) (Name of the Branch) (Immovable Property) Date & Amount | Possession
1 (Loan Code No. 00600001942 / [All that piece and parcel of the property bearing, Plot
Bhopal Branch) Situated on Survey No. 728/2, Ward No. 04,| g8-04-2026
Jagdish Chatrada (Borrower) Kalakhet, Tehsil Rajgarh, Dist Rajgarh, Madhya & 20-08-2026
Madhu Bai (Co-Borrower) Pradesh. Boundaries: East: Common Way, West: 787
Open Land of Seller, North: Common Way, South: ¥ 5,68,787/-
Plot of Ashok Kumar
Place : Madhya Pradesh Authorised Officer
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A common myna feeds a fledgling Asian koel perched on a rooftop in

Morigaon district of Assam on Friday

Anil Mishra breaks silence over Ayodhya row

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ayodhya

Dr Anil Mishra, a former
member of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust, spoke to the media for
the first time on Friday since
the recent controversy over
alleged embezzlement and
misuse of offerings at the
Ram temple. On the first
anniversary of the daily
Ramkot Parikrama, Mishra
said that the ritual is closely
connected to the faith of
Ram devotees and Ayodhya’s
old religious traditions.
“Ramkot Parikrama is
linked to the faith of Ram
devotees and religious tradi-
tion,” Mishra said. He
explained that doing the
Ramkot parikrama covers the
sacred routes of Lord Ram,
Hanuman Garhi, and other
major temples in Ayodhya.
“This is not justan organised
event,” he said. “Itis based on

the deep devotion of Ram
bhaktas and Ayodhya’s long
religious history.”
Thousands of devotees and
hundreds of saints joined the
morning procession, which
started at the Jagadguru
Ramanandacharya entrance
gate and followed a 3.5-kilo-
metre route through the main
Ramkot area. As they passed
important sites like Kanak
Bhawan, Dashrath Mahal, and
other temples, participants
chanted “Jai Shri Ram” and
sang devotional hymns. The

route goes through the
historic area linked to Lord
Ram’s kingdom.

The daily Nitya Ramkot
Parikrama began a year ago,
thanks to the trust and local
saints. It turned an occa-
sional tradition into a regular
morning ritual that now
attracts over a thousand
people most days. Mishra,
who resigned from the trust
during the donation contro-
versy, led the anniversary
procession. He appeared in
public soon after the Special

Investigation Team (SIT) gave
its final report on the alleged
diversion of cash and valu-
ables from temple hundis
to the trust.

The controversy began in
June when claims of regular
theft during the counting of
offerings came up. Eight
people involved in handling
the cash were arrested, and
nearly ?80 lakh was recov-
ered. Mishra and then-
general secretary Champat
Rai resigned, saying they
were taking moral responsi-
bility, while the investigation
continued. After finishing
the parikrama, Mishra
spoke briefly to reporters
but did not commenton the
investigation or the trust’s
internal matters.

Instead, Mishra talked
about the spiritual and cul-
tural value of the parikrama.
Devotees and local saints
welcomed his presence at
the event. Ramesh Das, the

senior priest of Hanuman
Garhi, wished him well and
hoped the temple adminis-
tration would keep improv-
ing systems for pilgrims. The
Ramkot area, seen as the
heart of old Ayodhya,
includes the Ram
Janmabhoomi temple
complex and over a hundred
other shrines.

According to tradition,
completing the full circuit
gives the same merit as vis-
iting many sacred sites at
once. Since the Ram temple
was consecrated in January
2024, many more devotees
have come, and organisers
see the regular parikrama as
a way to deepen visitors’
spiritual experience from all
over India. Locals and regular
participants said the anniver-
sary was especially meaning-
ful. Many believe that the
daily practice over the past
year has built a sense of
community among saints,

residents, and pilgrims.

The route starts early in
the morning and ends near
the main temple entrance. It
has become a regular part of
life, with flower showers
and sankirtan on special
days. On Friday, Mishra’s
careful comments showed
that religious life in Ayodhya
continues, even as questions
about temple management
are still being looked at.

While the SIT’s findings
and the trust’s next steps
may affect future manage-
ment, Mishra chose to focus
on the lasting connection
between the parikrama and
the faith that supports it.

As the procession ended
and people left, the mood
stayed calm and devotional.
For many, the day showed
that traditions like the
Ramkot Parikrama transcend
controversy and are rooted
in centuries of respect
for Lord Ram.

Ban on construction activities i Delhi from
December 10 to January 20 to curb air pollution

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Construction activities will
be completely banned in
Delhi from December 10 to
January 20 as part of the
Government’s measures to
curb air pollution during the
winter season, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta said on Friday.
In a post on X, Gupta urged
citizens to report violations,
saying construction sites
measuring above 500 square
metres would be monitored
through the Delhi
Government’s Dust Portal
and Al-enabled cameras.
“Construction will be com-
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pletely banned from 10
December to 20 January. If
you spot any violation, inform
MCD, your MLA, or me
directly,” she said. Gupta said
that during the previous
winter, construction activities

L

had continued at some sites
despite the implementation
of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP), with work
being carried out behind
covers. “Last time, even under
GRAP, some construction con-

tinued behind covers,” she
said. This year, such sites will
be monitored in real time
through the Dust Portal and
Al-enabled cameras, with
alerts being sent to the
Government’s Control and
Command Centre, she said.

“Notices, warnings and
fines will follow,” Gupta
wrote, urging people to
“inform, tag, complain and
stop them”.The Delhi
Government had in July
launched the Al-powered
Dust Portal 2.0 to strengthen
monitoring of construction
and demolition sites and
improve enforcement of dust
pollution control measures.

Haryana Chief Minister Saini issues directions
for registration of farmers on AgriStack platform

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M Chandigarh

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini on Friday directed all districts to
complete the targeted registration of
farmers on the AgriStack platform
within the next three days, setting
August 24 evening as the deadline.
He directed deputy commissioners to
assign specific targets to officials and
employees of the revenue and agricul-
ture departments and ensure that the
registration drive is completed on a war
footing. The AgriStack platform has been
developed by the Central Government
to enable farmers to access benefits
undervarious central and state govern-
ment schemes swiftly and effectively.
Farmers registered on the platform

will be provided a unique Farmer ID,

while their agricultural land parcels will
be linked with digital records, accord-
ing to an official statement.

The CM issued these directions while
reviewing the progress of AgriStack,
digital crop survey and auto-mutation

ata meeting held. Saini said the Central
Government has introduced AgriStack
to ensure that benefits under various
schemes reach farmers effectively.
Under the platform, every farmer is
being provided a unique Farmer ID,
while parcels of agricultural land
belonging to the farmer are linked with
digital land records. The platform will
maintain a digital record of which crop
has been sown by a farmerin a partic-
ular field. It will also facilitate digital and
geographical mapping of villages and
agricultural land, he stated. Saini said
AgriStack will help deliver services
under PM-KISAN, crop insurance, agri-
cultural credit, MSP-based procure-
ment, distribution of fertilisers and
seeds, and other Government schemes
more effectively to eligible farmers.
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CJP team on school inspection forcibly sent back from Rajasthan village; Dipke claims BJP goons behind attack

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Jaipur

A Cockroach Janta Party team
that had gone to inspect a
Government school in a
Rajasthan village on Friday
was attacked and forcibly
pushed back allegedly by
locals, resulting in a scuffle
with the youth group
warning of a bigger protest in
the state if the attackers are
not arrested within 48 hours
and an order restricting out-
siders entry into schools is
not revoked.

The incident took place in
Rampura Kanwarpura village
in Jaipur district when the CJP
team, as part of its ongoing
‘School Thik Karo’ campaign
to inspect the condition of
Government schools and

interact with students and
teachers, faced opposition.

The CJP claimed its workers
were attacked and pelted
with stones by “BJP goons”,
with CJP convenor Abhijeet
Dipke slamming the police
for being “mute spectators
while goons attacked CJP vol-
unteers”. DCP (South) Rajarshi
Verma did not respond to
calls while Bagru DSP
Dharmendra Sharma earlier
in the day said he was not
aware of any such develop-
ment. School Education
Minister Madan Dilawar
alleged that the CJP wants to
create disturbance in
Rajasthan similar to what it
did at Jantar Mantar.

CJP co-convener Ashutosh
Ranka alleged that despite
members of his team being

assaulted, vehicles damaged
and women supporters
roughed up, the police did
not intervene.

The state education depart-
ment had issued a directive
on Monday, restricting unau-
thorised entry, photography
and videography in
Government schools after
CJP announced it would visit
schools across Rajasthan. The
CJP team had planned to visit
two Government schools on
Friday. Giving an ultimatum
to the Government, Ranka
said, “We are giving you 48
hours. All these people
should be arrested, and the
order restricting outsider
entry into schools should be
withdrawn. Otherwise, this
movement will go beyond
education and target

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) co-convener Ashutosh Ranka addresses the
media during the party’s ‘School Thik Karo’ campaign in Jaipur PTI

Madan Dilawar.”

Dipke, in a post on X, asked,
“Goons of BJP are after the
blood of Ashutosh and other
CJP volunteers. How can
@PoliceRajasthan allow this
kind of attack?” Videos of the

incident showed a large
number of people engaging
in a heated exchange with
the CJP team, pushing and
shoving its members as they
tried to enter the village.
Some clips also showed

smashed windows of cars,
believed to belong to the
visiting CJP team.

“All levels of disgust were
crossed today. For the past
several years, the school at
Rampura Kanwarpura has
been running from a
buffalo shed. “But when we
reached there for an inspec-
tion, we were openly assault-
ed, pelted with stones. Car
windows were smashed,
stones were rained down on
the team. Clothes were torn.
My clothes were also torn,”
Ranka told reporters. “Our
volunteers’ hands were
broken, vehicles were
smashed. Women were also
targeted and misbehaved
with by men. Their phones
were broken,” he alleged.

“Not even a single police-

man was present there.
Instead, BJP workers were
present,” he claimed.

The school building was
closed for students after
being declared ‘unsafe’, with
classes being held in a cattle
enclosure close to it. The vil-
lagers, however, claimed that
the Government had already
sanctioned funds for the
repair work, which could be
carried out with local efforts.
Ranka said he had visited this
school about a year ago and
itwas in the same condition
then. In another post on X,
Dipke wrote, “Rajasthan
Police seems to be a mute
spectator while goons attack
CJP volunteers for visiting
govt schools. They don’t seem
to have a problem with
schools running in buffalo

stables, but somehow have a
problem with CJP volunteers
entering those schools. What
exactly are they trying to
protect?

Ranka alleged that the CJP
team was attacked on the
orders of minister Dilawar.

“Madan Dilawar finds it
acceptable for children to
study in a buffalo shed. But
fixing the school? That’s not
acceptable,” he said. “Mr
Dilawar? you sent goons
today and shamed the entire
state of Rajasthanin the eyes
of the country. But we are not
the kind of people who get
intimidated by such thug-
gery,” he added. “Today, the
entire country has seen BJP’s
hooliganism live. This is a
black day for democracy in
Rajasthan,” he said.
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Rahul’'s dharna spurs FIR
in pellet gun case

Targeting the Home Minister, Rahul asked why
Shah is so afraid of justice.

“There are pellets in his body, and he cannot
even see, as he has suffered injuries in his eye.
This is injustice to this youngster. For almost a
month, he has been calling for the registration
of an FIR and moving from one police station to
another. Turning to the victim’s mother, who also
sat on the protest, Rahul asked her, “Are you
happy now?” The Congress leader, who had
earlier alleged that police are “under pressure
from the top” for not registering a complaint,
claimed that the FIR was lodged only after clear-
ance from top authorities in the Home Ministry.

Visuals showed Rahul walking into the police
station with Lochab and others, taking the offi-
cials by surprise. As the cops refused to register
an FIR, Rahul staged a sit-in outside the police
station in protest. Rahul said he would stay put
at the police station until the complaint was for-
mally registered.

As the sit-in dragged on for several hours, a
waiting Rahul Gandhi, along with the victim,
stepped in front of a swarm of cameras and
microphones and held up a small plastic box.
Opening the box, he spilt the contents onto his
palm and showed them to the reporters. “Ye hai
pellets, dekh lijiye inko, achhi tarah se dekh lijiye,
ye hain pellets (These are pellets; take a look at
them - look at them closely - these are pellets),”
he said. This was the first time the pellets were
displayed pubilicly.

Where did they (pellets) come from? The
Congress leader asked and then answered it
himself. Ye inke shareer se aaye (These came
from his body),” Gandhi said, urging the student
to show the injuries. The Student, who was
wearing dark glasses, then rolled up his T-shirt
sleeve and showed the injuries. “Ye inke yahan
lage hain charre. 200 charre inke shareer ke
andar hain aur teen charre inki aankh main hai
(These pellets are lodged in his body. There are
200 pellets inside him and three are lodged in
his eye),” Rahul said.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Police said that an FIR
has been registered under sections 118 (volun-

tarily causing hurt or grievous hurt by danger-
ous weapons or means) and 25 (act endanger-
ing life or personal safety of others) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. The Delhi Police had
earlier informed the protesting Congress leader
that the Supreme Court has constituted a High-
Powered Expert Committee (HPEC) to examine
allegations of excessive and disproportionate use
of force by the police and paramilitary forces
during the student protests, as it refused to file
the FIR.

The high drama by Rahul Gandhi led to a polit-
ical slugfest between the BJP and the Congress
here. Addressing a press conference here, senior
BJP leader and MP Ravi Shankar Prasad claimed
that Gandhi was staging the protest to divert
attention as the Congress had realised that its
stand on the Vande Mataram issue was wrong.
“l have my doubts and allegations that the
Congress is trapped over its stand on Vande
Mataram and is trying to divert attention,” he told
reporters here. Prasad added that the matter was
also before a high-powered committee consti-
tuted by the Supreme Court in connection with
the case. “Congress has become a party driven
by Rahul Gandhi’s appeasement politics,” Prasad
said. Accusing the ruling party of communalis-
ing the situation in the country, evading account-
ability and raising non-issues, the Congress
asserted that the dharna would continue till an
FIR is registered by Delhi Police over pellet
injuries suffered by a youth, 19-year-old Sahil
Lochab, during the CJP-led July 20 protest. “Our
demand is simple -- register an FIR and give us
the FIR number. LoP Rahul Gandhi is giving voice
to this demand,” Congress general secretary in-
charge of communications Jairam Ramesh told
reporters at the Parliament Street police station.

Mamata hindered border
security measures...

“Today, we inaugurated projects worth Rs 179
crore focused on the SSB’s infrastructure and
administrative needs. Whether it is the SSB,
Assam Rifles or the BSF, forces that guard our
borders are always the top priority of the Union
Home Ministry,” Shah said, reminding how the
Government had taken all measures to make

the Siliguri Corridor impregnable with addition-
al deployment of forces and conducting exer-
cises like Teesta Prahar.

Praising the Adhikari Government for its sus-
tained “effort to turn Bengal into a Sonar
Bangla” once again, the Home Minister said,
“Suvendu ji is doing a great job towards stop-
ping infiltration and establishing rule of law
in Bengal.” He said, “Today Bengal has come
a long way from cadre raj of the Left to
goonda raj of the Trinamool Congress to rule
of law of BJpP.”

The Home Minister also praised the Bengal
Government for facilitating the implementa-
tion of the Citizenship Amendment Act.
“Mamata ji blocked its passage in Bengal, but
now the people of Bengal are realising the ben-
efits of the Act ... which is, however, not meant
for the illegal infiltrators --- not mentioned in
the CAA --- whom the Government is deter-
mined to find and deport,” Shah said.

He also praised the Adhikari Government for
quick implementation of the three criminal
laws in the State. “We brought BNS, BNSS and
BSA replacing the colonial laws like IPC, CrPC
and BSA... but despite these laws being in force
in the rest of the country, the Mamata Banerjee
Government stonewalled its implementation
in Bengal... but today these laws have been offi-
cially implemented in the State,” he said.

Earlier, the Chief Minister too vouched for his
intention to implement all the pro-people poli-
cies of the Centre. “When | became the Chief
Minister, I cleared three files immediately: the
one on clearance of land for border security,
two files on conducting the census, which is
in process and three on the implementation
of the new laws BNS, BNSS and BSA,” he said.

2 ships hijacked off
Yemen, Somalia...

According to the official, eight pirates armed with
AK-47-type weapons approached the vessel in
two skiffs and boarded it.

The crew initially moved to the vessel’s des-
ignated citadel, a secure area used during
pirate attacks. However, the pirates managed to

enter the citadel and later took the crew to the
bridge. The vessel remains under the control of
the pirates. No injuries among the crew have
been reported so far.

The two incidents underline the continuing
risks faced by commercial shipping and seafar-
ers operating in waters around the Gulf of Aden
and the Horn of Africa, where pirate attacks
have periodically threatened international
maritime traffic.

Back-channel talks
underway on PM...

The uncertainty surrounding the visit was also
reflected in an official communication from
Rashtrapati Bhavan earlier on Friday. The com-
munication, which had referred to the cancel-
lation of Saturday’s Change of Guard ceremony
to facilitate a full rehearsal for Rahman’s cere-
monial welcome, was subsequently withdrawn.

According to people familiar with the matter,
discussions between the two governments
remain underway as officials work towards
resolving the outstanding issues and determin-
ing a fresh schedule for the visit.

Amid the continuing uncertainty, Trivedi met
Bangladesh Finance Minister Amir Khosru
Mahmud Chowdhury. Their discussions covered
bilateral development projects and other matters
of mutual interest.

The proposed visit comes against the backdrop
of renewed strains in India-Bangladesh relations.
New Delhi said earlier this week that it wants to
develop “positive and constructive” relations
with Dhaka, guided by mutual interests and rec-
iprocity. Tensions increased after former
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
addressed a virtual media interaction from
New Delhi on August 5. Dhaka subsequently
renewed its demand for her extradition and
sought to connect the issue with Rahman’s
prospective visit to India.

India has maintained that it had no role in
organising Hasina’s media interaction and did
not endorse the remarks made during the
event. The Bangladesh Government, however,
reacted strongly, saying it was angered that the
interaction had been allowed to take place

despite Dhaka having communicated its con-
cerns to New Delhi about the possible impact
on bilateral relations.

Hasina, 78, has been living in India since August
2024, when she left Bangladesh amid large-scale
student-led protests that brought an end to her
long tenure in power. During Friday’s briefing,
Jaiswal was also asked about the 1996 Ganga
Water Treaty between India and Bangladesh.

He noted that the agreement was signed for
a 30-year period and said river-related matters
between the two countries are addressed
through the Joint Rivers Commission.

Jaiswal added that meetings of the Joint
Committee established under the Ganga Water
Treaty continue to take place at the technical
level. The ongoing diplomatic engagement indi-
cates that both New Delhi and Dhaka are con-
tinuing discussions despite recent disagree-
ments, with the timing of Rahman’s India visit
still to be settled.

Political stability makes
India a bright spot...

“Earlier, the approach to regulations was ‘pro-
hibited unless permitted’ - meaning you could
not do something unless the government per-
mitted you. We are changing this approach to
‘permitted unless prohibited’. That means, for
anything that is not explicitly prohibited by law,
there should be no need to seek permission at
every step.”

He said the shift was intended to recast the
relationship between the state, citizens and busi-
nesses around trust rather than suspicion.

“The relationship between the Government
and citizens should be based not on suspicion,
but on trust,” PM Modi added.

The Prime Minister also highlighted legislative
work undertaken during the Monsoon Session
of Parliament. In the Monsoon Session of
Parliament, we have passed the Bankers’ Books
Evidence Bill, even as the Opposition has con-
tinued to create disruptions in Parliament. We
did not allow the work of serving the country to
stop,” he said. “We are not just changing regu-
lations; we are changing the entire policy of reg-
ulations,” PM Modi said.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ranchi

A scuffle broke out on Friday
between police and stu-
dents protesting against
alleged Jharkhand recruit-
ment exam irregularities in
Ranchi, with the agitators
attempting to burn effigies
of Chief Minister Hemant
Soren and Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, officials said.

Student leaders under the
banner of the ‘JPSC-JSSC
Reforms Manch’ have accused
the Jharkhand Government of
“deceiving” and “betraying”
job aspirants, after the high
court stayed some notifica-
tions cancelling appoint-
ments through the 11th and
13th |PSC exams besides the
JSSC-CGL.

“They gathered in large
number at the prominent
Albert Chowk to burn effigies
of CM Soren and Rahul
Gandhi. When the police tried
to control them, a scuffle
broke out... JMM workers
were also present at the
spot,” an official said.

Officer-in-charge of Lalpur
Police Station, Rupesh
Kumar Singh, said the scuffle
broke out after protesting
students changed the desig-
nated route and brought
traffic to a halt.

“The students changed the
route defined for the march
and effigy burning... They
went to the JPSC office and
brought traffic to a halt there.
The agitators did not listen to
ourrepeated pleas to adhere
to the designated route,”

Security personnel try to control the situation after a clash between members
of the JPSC-JSSC Reforms Manch and Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM)
workers during an effigy-burning protest against Jharkhand Chief Minister

Hemant Soren at Albert Ekka Chowk in Ranchi, Jharkhand on Friday

PTI

Singh said. The student leaders
alleged that the police and
workers of the ruling
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM)
tried to prevent them from
holding a peaceful march.

“They cannot stop us from
holding peaceful and demo-
cratic protests,” JPSC-JSSC
Reforms Manch leader
Ravindra Paswan said.

Piyush Kumar Singh,

another student leader,
claimed that one of the core
committee members of the
Manch, Kunal, was detained
by the police, but he fainted
and was subsequently taken
to Sadar Hospital.

The agitators also alleged
that even female protesters
were thrashed during the
scuffle by JMM workers.
Similar incidents were report-
ed from Hazaribag and
Giridih, where JMM workers
clashed with students trying
to burn effigies of Soren.

Meanwhile, JLKM leader
Devendra Nath Mahto said it
would launch a ‘Recruitment
System Reforms Yatra’ from
August 24, alleging that the
Jharkhand Government was
not strongly defending cases
related to the cancellation of

several recruitment examina-
tions in the high court.

He warned that if the
Government failed to effec-
tively present its case before
the Jharkhand High Court on
September 15, when matters
are scheduled for hearing,
they would plan to gherao
the chief minister’s residence.

The high court on Friday
stayed notifications cancelling
the appointments of Child
Development Project Officers
(CDPOs) and those recruited
through the |SSC-CGL examina-
tion. On Thursday, the court
had stayed notifications can-
celling the 11th and 13th
Jharkhand Public Service
Commission (JPSC) examina-
tions, and also stayed the order
cancelling the appointments of
food safety officers.

Rahul Gandhi doing his job as LoP
by making Govt accountable: Omar

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Srinagar

Defending Rahul Gandhi’s
aggressive posture against
the ruling dispensation,
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Friday asserted that the
Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha is simply fulfill-
ing his constitutional duty by
holding the Government
accountable.

Talking to reporters after
inaugurating a ‘waste to
wonder’ themed garden near
Polo View, Abdullah said, “If
the Leader of the Opposition
does not oppose, what good
is he?”

When asked questions
about Gandhi’s repeated
protests, he took a dig at the
media for applying double
standards when evaluating
opposition leaders and
pointed out that while jour-
nalists appear to enjoy the
“needless” questioning raised
by the Leader of Opposition
in Jammu and Kashmir Sunil
Sharma, they routinely ques-
tion Gandhi’s motives for
mounting similar challenges
against the Central
Government.

“I haven’t heard you ask
the Leader of the Opposition
in J-K why he keeps asking the
same questions repeatedly.

When Mr Sharma does it,
you enjoy it; but when Rahul
Gandhi does it, you ask, ‘Why
is Rahul Gandhi doing this?’

“You cannot weigh opposi-
tion leaders by different stan-
dards like this. Rahul Gandhi
is simply doing what the
country expects of him,”
Abdullah said.

He stressed that the
primary function of an oppo-
sition leader is to demand
answers from those in power
and expressed hope that
Gandhi would continue to
press the administration on
key national issues.

“The job of the Leader of
the Opposition is to hold the
Government accountable.
Rahul Gandhi is doing just
that, and I hope he continues
to do so, because that is pre-
cisely the role of the opposi-
tion,” he added.

Referring to alleged

remarks by Sharma concern-
ing the spread of Islam in the
region, the chief minister
remarked that his
Government’s administra-
tion must be performing
exceptionally well if the state
opposition leader could find
no governance issues to crit-
icise and had instead resort-
ed to giving discourses on
religious history.

“l will only say this: our
Government’s performance
must be remarkably good,
given that the Leader of the
Opposition found nothing to
criticise about this adminis-
tration. Now, he is shedding
light on how Islam originat-
ed in Jammu and Kashmir. [
consider this our success,”
Abdullah said.

However, he asserted that
Sharma should refrain from
commenting on religious
affairs.

BRICS tourism ministers adopt Jaipur
Declaration to deepen cooperation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Jaipur

The BRICS Tourism Ministers’
meeting, under India’s chair-
ship, concluded in Jaipur on
Friday with the adoption of
the BRICS Tourism Ministers’
Communique 2026, also
known as the Jaipur
Declaration, aimed at
strengthening tourism coop-
eration among member
countries.

The meeting, chaired by
Union Culture and Tourism
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, marked the cul-
mination of the BRICS
Tourism Track under India’s
2026 chairship, which was
conducted under the theme
“Building for Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability.”

Tourism ministers and
heads of delegation from
nine BRICS member states
participated in the meeting.

Ministerial participation
included Brazil’s Tourism
Minister Gustavo Costa
Feliciando, Iran’s Minister
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts Reza Salehi
Amiri, South Africa’s Tourism
Minister Patricia De Lille and
UAE’s Minister of Economy
and Tourism Abdulla Bin
Touq Al Marri.

Heads of delegation from

China, Ethiopia, Indonesia
and Russia also attended
the meeting.

The Indian delegation
included Tourism Secretary
Bhuvnesh Kumar and Joint
Secretary Harikishore S,
among other officials.

he Jaipur Declaration
builds on the work undertak-
en by the BRICS Tourism
Working Group during
India’s chairship and focuses
on four key priorities: artifi-
cial intelligence and tourism,
sustainability and responsi-
ble tourism, tourism skilling
and capacity building, and
tourism exchanges and
seamless travel facilitation.

The communique,
adopted by consensus,
recognises the potential of
responsible, safe and
human-centred artificial
intelligence and digital tech-
nologies to transform
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tourism. It calls for cooper-
ation among BRICS coun-
tries in areas such as tourism
planning, destination man-
agement, visitor services,
multilingual communica-
tion and travel facilitation.

The declaration also
emphasises sustainable and
community-centred
tourism, protection of
natural and cultural her-
itage, tourism investment
and infrastructure develop-
ment, and promotion of
diverse tourism products.

It further calls for contin-
uous skilling and upskilling
of tourism professionals,
stronger industry-acade-
mia partnerships,
exchange of tourism data
and statistics, sharing of
best practices and
enhanced people-to-
people connectivity among
BRICS countries.

Jharkhand exam protest turns violent in Ranchi = Nation Focus =

Odisha floods ease as rivers
recede; heavy rain alert issued

The flood situation in Odisha showed signs of
improvement on Friday as water levels in major rivers
receded below their danger marks amid no significant
rainfall, allowing the state Government to speed up

restoration work.

However, the respite may be short-lived. The India
Meteorological Department has forecast a wet spell from
Friday to August 27, including heavy rain in coastal and
northern Odisha, already hit by a second round of floods

this year.

The state Government, in a statement, said it faced a
challenging task during its rescue and relief operations in
flood-hit districts of Balasore, Bhadrak, Jajpur,
Kendrapara, Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar, where more than

13.44 lakh people were affected.

(PTI)

Govt announces National
Teachers’ Awards 2026

The Government on Friday announced the National
Teachers' Awards 2026 for 48 teachers in recognition of
their contribution to school education and literacy.

The awardees, listed by the Department of School
Education and Literacy, include teachers from states and
Union Territories as well as institutions such as the
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, Navodaya Vidyalaya
Samiti, Sainik Schools, Adarsha Tribal School, and PM

SHRI schools, among others.

Among those selected are J Prakash Rao from Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Rajesh Kouluri from Andhra Pradesh,
Yaku Tame from Arunachal Pradesh, Rajesh Bordoloi from
Assam, Suman Goel from Delhi and Zafar Alam from
Eklavya Model Residential Schools under the Ministry of

Tribal Affairs.

(PTI)
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Jitendra Singh calls for
future-ready framework to
address global challenges

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Chennai

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh on Friday called for a
future-ready framework to
address global challenges
and support the develop-
mental aspirations of the
Global South.

Inaugurating the 14th BRICS
Science, Technology, and
Innovation (STI) Ministerial
Meeting here, the Minister of
State for Science and
Technology, said India as the
Chair for 2026 BRICS
Presidency under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has adopted
the overarching theme:
“Building for Resilience,
Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability.”

He stressed that science
and technology must serve as
vehicles for driving inclusive
economic growth, enhancing
climate resilience, and estab-
lishing equitable internation-
al partnerships.

Highlighting the rapid
global shift toward emerging
domains - including Artificial
Intelligence (Al), quantum
computing, biotechnology,
and advanced materials —
Singh stressed that interna-
tional collaboration is essen-
tial to ensure scientific
breakthroughs remain
accessible, affordable,
trusted, and sustainable.

He invited member nations
to pursue actionable path-
ways in frontier research,

infrastructure sharing, startup
partnerships, and talent
mobility to build a robust,
responsive innovation
ecosystem for the future.

The Minister said coopera-
tion among BRICS partners
can help create a future-
ready BRICS STI architecture
that is responsive to global
challenges and supportive
of the aspirations of the
Global South.

Later, speaking to reporters
he said, “we have had a very
fruitful, very constructive and
very productive BRICS
Science, Technology and
Innovation meeting, repre-
sented by the Science
Ministers of the various
member countries of BRICS.”

“In the true spirit of coop-
eration, collaboration and
collective effort, we aim to
create innovation for the
welfare of the rest of the
world as well, and more so
for the betterment of the cit-
izens of the BRICS coun-
tries. We have followed the
theme of building an inno-
vation system that is
resilient, sustainable and
guided by the spirit of what
Prime Minister Modi keeps
reiterating, ‘Vishwa Bandhu
Bharat’,” he said.

Jitendra Singh expressed
confidence that the deliber-
ations in Chennai would
further strengthen the spirit
of BRICS partnership and con-
tribute meaningfully to a
more innovative, resilient
and sustainable world.

1,499 auto, taxi drivers get notlces over lack of worklng knowledge of Marathi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

On the second day of the
state-wide drive, the
Regional Transport Offices
(RTOs) issued notices to 1,499
non-Marathi-speaking auto-
rickshaw and taxi drivers

across Maharashtra on Friday

for not having enough

working knowledge of

Marathi language.

A senior official said 5,299
auto-rickshaw and taxi drivers
were subjected to the lan-
guage test across Maharashtra,
excluding the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR),
ofwhom 777 were found to be

lacking the working knowl-
edge of Marathi.

“Notices were issued to all
such drivers,” he said.

In the MMR, 3,482 drivers
were assessed, of whom 722
failed to clear the test, and
notices were issued to 622 of
them, the official said.

The exercise, which began
on Thursday, is being carried
out as part of the Transport
Department’s drive to ensure
that auto-rickshaw and taxi
drivers possess working
knowledge of Marathi.

On the first day of the
month-long drive, 8,217
drivers were put to test and
1,268 commercial passenger

notices were issued in the
MMR.

According to the RTO offi-
cials, checks are being
carried out by flying squads

vehicle drivers, including
auto-rickshaw and taxi
drivers, were issued notices
for failing the language pro-
ficiency test. Of these, 604

as well as during the renewal
of vehicle fitness certificates
at RTO offices.

During the exercise, the
drivers are being put through
a 16-question test based on
everyday situations, includ-
ing communicating with pas-
sengers about destinations,
directions, fares, meters,
routes and stands.

The drive will continue till
September 30.

The move follows the
state Government’s deci-
sion to make working
knowledge of Marathi
mandatory for taxi and
auto-rickshaw drivers. The
state has also amended the

Maharashtra Motor Vehicles
Rules, 1989, to give effect to
the requirement.

The Government had
earlier launched Marathi-
language training for non-
Marathi-speaking drivers,
with 1.65 lakh drivers com-
pleting the course and
receiving certificates during
a 105-day campaign.

However, some drivers’
union leaders and retired
RTO officials have questioned
the lack of a clear definition
and standardised bench-
mark for “working knowl-
edge” of Marathi, saying this
could lead to arbitrary
assessments.
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Bihar facing serious financial
crisis, claims Tejashwi Yadav

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Patna

Bihar’s Leader of Opposition
Tejashwi Yadav on Friday
said the state’s fiscal situa-
tion has become a matter of
“serious concern”, with
public debt rising sharply
and fiscal deficit touching
5.8 per cent of GSDP.

Describing the situation
as a “serious financial crisis”,
the R|D leader accused the
BJP-led NDA Government of
corruption and financial
mismanagement, alleging
that it was incapable of
addressing the state’s
mounting fiscal challenges.

“Bihar’s fiscal situation has
become a matter of serious
concern, with the state’s
public debt rising sharply
and the fiscal deficit touching
5.8 per cent of Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP) in
2025-26, the highest among
major states. The state is
passing through a serious
financial crisis,” he said in a
social media post.

Yadav claimed that funds
were falling short for timely

payments to Government

employees and pensioners,
social security pensions,
contractors and develop-
mental programmes.

He also claimed that allo-
cations under the Student
Credit Card scheme have
been reduced and scholar-
ships are being curtailed.

Yadav said Bihar’s revenue
deficit is rising alongside a
mounting debt burden, and
claimed that the NDA
Government lacks a long-
term strategy to boost
revenue collection, strength-
en budgetary management
and contain the fiscal deficit.

He alleged that the state
Government had raised
record debt over the past two
years despite the treasury
being under severe strain.

India rejects remarks by USCIRF officials

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

India on Friday trashed
remarks by senior officials
of US Commission on
International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) calling
for sanctions against the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) and asked
Washington not to extend
diplomatic courtesies to its
leaders.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal, rejecting the
remarks described the
USCIRF as a “biased”
organisation. “We are all
aware that the organisation
thatyou are referring to has
been making disparaging
and inflammatory remarks
about India,” he said at his
bi-weekly media briefing.

“It is a biased organisa-
tion. I would say that we
should keep away from
such organisations as they
have their own agenda and
lack any credibility,” he said.

Jaiswal was responding
to a question on the
remarks by the USCIRF offi-
cials. USCIRF Commissioner

Gene Mills said RSS leaders,

even when affiliated with
the Indian Government,
should not be honoured
with high-level meetings
or diplomatic courtesies.

“Instead, the USG (US
Government) should focus
on imposing sanctions on
RSS members found
responsible for FoORB
(freedom of religious belief)
violations,” Mills said.

USCIRF chair Asif
Mahmood described RSS
as an umbrella organisation
whose sub-groups have
perpetrated attacks on reli-
gious minorities.

USCIRF posted the
remarks by Mahmood and
Mills on its X account.

In March, the USCIRF
annual report criticised
India for alleged violations
of religious freedom and
backed “targeted sanc-
tions” on individuals and
entities such as the RSS
and Research and Analysis
Wing, holding them respon-
sible for the matter.

In its recommendation,
the USCIRF also called for
designating India as a
“country of particular
concern” or CPC, for engag-
ing in and “tolerating sys-
tematic, ongoing, and egre-
gious religious freedom vio-
lations, as defined by the
International Religious
Freedom Act (IRFA)”.

National symbols
should not be
politicised, says
Himachal CM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Shimla

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Friday alleged that the
BJP MLAs insulted the National
Anthem by raising objections
regarding the tradition of
singing the National Anthem
before the National Song.

He emphasised that the
National Anthem commands
its own respect, and the
National Song is also sung in
the House with full dignity.
The chief minister remarked
that both the National Song
and the National Anthem have
always been accorded respect,
from schools to public events.

The chief minister said that
the manner in which the con-
troversy over the National
Song has been “manufac-
tured” has caused resentment
among the public. He urged
the BJP not to “stoop to such
alow level of politics” that the
issue of respecting national
symbols becomes a subject of
political confrontation.
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ARSON, PETROL BOMB ATTACKS
REPORTED ACROSS MEGHALAYA

Incidents of arson and petrol bomb attacks on
Government properties were reported across Meghalaya
on Friday, as tensions prevailed following violence during
the Khasi Students’ Union black-flag bike rally two days
ago. An office that housed the National People's Party
previously at Lachumiere was targeted with a petrol bomb
around 5 am, but it did not explode, police said.

A police and forensic team reached the spot, collected
evidence and registered a case, they said.

In West Khasi Hills, two Government vehicles were
gutted after miscreants set them ablaze at Nongstoin on

Thursday night.

(PTI)

MAHARASHTRA, GERMANY'S HESSE
SIGN MOU TO BOOST INVESTMENT

The Maharashtra Government and Germany's Hesse state
on Friday signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to strengthen cooperation in investment,
innovation, employment and skill development.

The MoU was signed by Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and Hessen President Boris Rhein at

Sahyadri Guest House here.

Fadnavis described the partnership as cooperation
between two economically strong regions and said Hesse
could serve as Maharashtra's gateway to Germany and
Europe, while Maharashtra could become Hesse's
gateway to India and the Indo-Pacific region.

“The Maharashtra-Hesse partnership will boost
investment, innovation, employment and skill
development and create new opportunities for citizens,”

Fadnavis said.

(PTI)

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Friday called on Union
Ministers Nirmala Sitharaman
and Prahlad Joshi in the
national capital and dis-
cussed issues concerning key
sectors of the State. He
updated Sitharaman on the
State Government’s response
to the flood situation and the
roadmap to rehabilitate the
affected people.

“It is always a pleasure to
meet Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman Ji, who
has consistently been a
strong champion of Assam’s
interests and aspirations,”
said Sarma said in social
media. “As always, she heard
our concerns with great
attention and sensitivity. I am
deeply grateful for her posi-

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarama meeting Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in D.e.Ihi on Friday

tive response and assurance
that the Government of India
will stand firmly with Assam
as we work to help every
flood-affected family rebuild
their lives,” Sarma added.
During the meeting at

Kartavya Bhawan, the Chief
Minister apprised the Union
Finance Minister of the Assam
flood response, with particu-
lar focus on the ongoing
assessment of damage
caused by the floods and the

slew of measures on the anvil
for the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of affected
areas. He also outlined the
state Government’s roadmap
for restoring livelihoods and
extending assistance to

flood-affected families as part
of the next phase of the
response. Sitharaman
assured the Chief Minister
that the Government of India
would continue to stand
firmly with Assam as the
state works towards helping
flood-affected families
rebuild their lives.

The Chief Minister’s
meeting with the Union
Finance Minister comes as
Assam continues to assess
the impact of the floods and
work on rehabilitation, recon-
struction and restoration of
livelihoods in the worst-hit
Sivasagar, Charaideo and
Jorhat districts.

Sarma also had a “very
productive meeting” with
Joshi, the Union Minister for
Education, Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution,
and New and Renewable
Energy. “Our discussions

covered key priorities for
Assam across education, food
and civil supplies, and renew-
able energy. Grateful to Joshi
Ji for his positive approach
and continued support for
Assam,” Sarma said in
another social media post.
The Union Minister further
said that the two leaders dis-
cussed ensuring seamless
fund flow under the SNA-
SPARSH mechanism, in line
with the scheme’s frame-
work, to facilitate timely
salary disbursement and
strengthen the delivery of
quality and equitable school
education across Assam.
The meeting also covered
key issues relating to food
and civil supplies and
renewable energy, reflecting
the continued focus on
strengthening Centre-State
cooperation for Assam’s
development.

MEA denies political clearance for Telangana CM Reddy’s US visit

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

i

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
on Friday said it had denied political
clearance for Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy’s pro-
posed visit to the United States,
stating that the programme did not
conform to established norms.

The clarification came hours after
the Telangana Chief Minister’s Office
announced that Reddy had been
forced to cancel his planned US visit
after the Centre declined permission

for the trip.

MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said visits by chief ministers and
other dignitaries are assessed by the
ministry before political clearance is
granted. He said the proposed pro-
gramme must be appropriate to
the office held and the purpose of

the visit.

“In this particular case, that was
not so in respect of the US,” Jaiswal
said at the MEA’s media briefing.
“Therefore, clearance has not been
given. Incidentally, his visit to the UK

has been cleared.”

Reddy is currently in London and
had planned to travel to the US after
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Congress opposing Vande Mataram

Govt tightens SIM card limits; telcos to deny
new connections beyond 9 from August 24

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH
M New Delhi

The Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)
has told telecom companies
to stop giving new mobile
connections to anyone who
has already reached the
allowed limit. This rule will
start on August 24, 2026.

The DoT issued a circular
on August 17 instructing oper-
ators to implement technical
and organisational measures
to detect customers who
seek to open more connec-
tions than the prescribed
number. These applicants
should be informed that they
have reached the maximum
permitted number and there-
fore cannot be issued a new
mobile connection.

Since August 9, 2012, the
rules have been thata person
may have a maximum of
nine mobile connections in
their name throughout all
telecom operators and
licensed service areas in
the country.

In Jammu and Kashmir,
Assam and the North-Eastern
states, a ceiling of six applies.
This limit is cumulative and
not based on individual oper-
ators. Having nine connec-

tions with various companies

amounts to the full
allowance. To identify them,
the operators will use the
DoT’s Digital Intelligence
Platform (DIP). This central
system collects the subscriber
data uploaded by the
telecom companies.

From 23rd August onwards,
the platform will provide rep-
resentative photographic
images of subscribers who
have already reached the
relevant limit.

Operators will have to
download these images daily
and use them alongside other
records when screening new
applications. At first, the
checks may be carried out on
a post-facto basis. Any con-
nection activated beyond the

limit, even for just one day,
must be suspended immedi-
ately until the problem is
resolved.

Telecom providers are to
incorporate real-time verifica-
tion into their enrolment and
activation procedures by 30
November 2026. When apply-
ing for a new SIM card, cus-
tomers must still declare on
the Customer Application
Form all mobile connections
currently in their name,
including those with other
operators or in other service
areas. Responsibility for
dealing with any implemen-
tation-related problems
remains with the Licensed
Service Areas.

The Government has made
it clear that the aim is to

make sure that each sub-
scriber uses their mobile con-
nection only within the spec-
ified limit. Greater enforce-
ment is anticipated to
prevent the misuse of multi-
ple numbers for cyber fraud,
financial scams, and other
illegal activities. People who
currently have nine (or sixin
areas where restrictions
apply) SIMs will no longer be
able to get another one from
24  August onwards.
Individuals who are unsure
about the number of SIMs
registered in their name can
check this through the
Sanchar Saathiportal or app.

The directive reinforces an
existing regulation rather than
establishing a new numerical
limit; the DoT intends to elim-
inate gaps that had previous-
ly allowed some users to
exceed the limit when using
different operators by combin-
ing data consolidation, photo-
graphic verification, and the
mandatory denial of excess
connections.

Telecom companies must
now implement the required
systems without delay to
meet the August 24 deadline
and achieve full real-time
compliance by the end of
November 2026.

completing his UK engagements.
Following the denial of clearance for
the American leg of his tour, he is
scheduled to return to Hyderabad on
August 30, according to his office.
The Telangana Government said it
had sought the Centre’s permission
for both the UK and US visits in accor-

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday criticised
the Congress for its opposi-
tion to singing Vande
Mataram in its entirety,
terming it “unconstitution-
al” and “reprehensible”.
The Congress on
Wednesday decided to
abide by the 1937 resolution
of the Congress Working
Committee (CWC), the
party’s highest decision-
making body, on Vande
Mataram, saying that only
two stanzas of the nation-
al song would be sung at all
party events henceforth.
In a post on social media,
Rajnath Singh said the
Congress’ “formal refusal to
honour” Vande Mataram is
a “very serious matter”
from a constitutional
perspective. “The Congress’
formal refusal not only to
honour Vande Mataram but
to outright oppose it is
extremely regrettable and,
from a constitutional per-
spective, a very serious
matter. According to the
Constitution of India,
Parliament is the supreme
institution of the country,

and any law passed by

dance with Government policy and
protocol. While the UK visit was
approved, clearance for the US trip
was not granted.

According to the Chief Minister’s
Office, Reddy had intended to use the
US visit to explore opportunities for
bringing leading American educa-

unconstitutional, reprehensible: Rajnath

Parliament is binding on
every individual,” he said.

He termed the party’s
decision a “serious warning
sign” for the future of the
country and said it could

create a “serious crisis”
politically. “I believe that
this decision of the
Congress is entirely uncon-
stitutional and reprehensi-
ble, and from a political per-
spective, it is one that will
create a serious crisis in the
future. By opposing Vande
Mataram, the Congress has
revealed its foolish and
dangerous intentions to
the country,” he added.
He said the “refusal to
abide by the law” raises
questions over a person’s
loyalty to the Constitution.
“If someone refuses to
honour the national song, a
question mark is placed on
their patriotism as well,”

tional institutions to Telangana.

Reddy said the proposed initiative
was aimed at expanding education-
al, skills and training opportunities
foryoung people in the state, includ-
ing through partnerships with Ivy
League and other globally recog-
nised institutions.

The chief minister stressed that
efforts to strengthen education and
youth opportunities should be
viewed beyond electoral politics.

The denial of political clearance is
not without precedent. The MEA
has previously declined permission
for foreign visits by chief ministers,
including Arvind Kejriwal during his
tenure as Delhi chief minister and
Mamata Banerjee while serving as
West Bengal chief minister.

The latest episode comes against
the backdrop of the Centre’s estab-
lished practice of assessing foreign
travel by state chief ministers and
other public dignitaries on the basis
of the nature and purpose of the
proposed engagements.

For Reddy, the decision means that
his planned US engagements will not
go ahead as scheduled, while his UK
visit remains unaffected.

he said. Rajnath Singh also
hit out at the Congress for
referring to its 1937 resolu-
tion on Vande Mataram,
alleging that the resolution
was passed by the party “by
bowing down to the radical
demands of the Muslim
League”.

“The resolution of 1937
that the Congress refers to
was one that the Congress
passed by bowing down to
the radical demands of the
Muslim League, and its con-
sequence was witnessed
by the country in the future
in the form of partition,”
he added.

“Compromising with
radical elements has always
proven fatal for the
country,” Rajnath Singh
said, alleging that the
Congress is once again
“surrendering to radical
elements”.

JU files police
complaints
over campus
violence, forms
probe panel

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Kolkata

Jadavpur University (JU)
authorities on Friday lodged
police complaints over the
violence that broke out on its
campus here, officials said.

One of the complaints was
lodged over a crowd’s entry
to the campus at midnight,
the attempt to damage the
main gate, setting on fire
festoons and locking some
students inside one of the
buildings, they said.

“The complaint sought an
investigation, and asked the
police to prevent recurrence
of such incidents on the
campus,” an official of the
state-run varsity said.

The university also formed
a high-level committee com-
rising three members to
look into the circumstances
and factors that led to the
August 19 midnight incident,
when a group entered the
campus, and subsequent
developments, including
damage to two heritage
emblems, Vice-Chancellor
Chiranjib Bhattacharya told
reporters.

The committee will pass
on its recommendations to
the police.

“Another complaint was
lodged in connection with
scaling the varsity’s gate
number 4, damaging the his-
toric emblem of the varsity
crafted by legendary painter
Nandalal Bose, and the
pelting of stones and water
bottles,” he said.

A clash broke out between
members of ABVP and Left-
leaning student groups at
the Jadavpur University early
Thursday, with both sides
accusing each other of bring-
ing outsiders into the
campus.
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Govt will fully back young space ent_r_eprengurs PM at meet with 20 startups

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday assured full
support of the Government to
young space entrepreneurs
and urged them to explore
how space technology can be
used in agriculture, livestock
management, dairy, environ-
ment and other areas that
affect people’s everyday lives.
Interacting with CEOs and
founders of 20 space startups
here, Modi also hailed them
for showing remarkable
courage by entering a new
and demanding domain of
space startups as they have
taken risks, trusted the
reform process and remained
consistent in their efforts.
He assured them of the
Government’s full support
and called for greater collab-

oration between space com-
panies and organisations in
other sectors to expand the
use of their technologies.

“I assured the space star-
tups that Government of
India will continue to stand
with them as they build
India’s capabilities for the
future. India can offer the
world a strong, innovative
and commercially viable
model in the space sector,”
he said.

Modi also urged the star-
tups to explore how space
technology could contribute
to “agriculture, livestock man-
agement, dairy, environment
and many other areas that
touch everyday lives”.

The prime minister sug-
gested, “Companies working
on space debris could work
with environmental organisa-
tions to scale up their tech-

nologies. Space technology
companies working with the
agriculture sector could col-
laborate with agricultural
universities and departments
to help farmers make better
informed decisions and max-
imise their output.”

The prime minister said
the startups made insightful
presentations on their work
and appreciated the
Government’s space reforms
and the opportunities they
had created for the industry
to grow. “It was wonderful to
meet the Yuva Urja of India’s
space sector... young entre-
preneurs and innovators who
have shown remarkable
courage by entering a new
and demanding domain.
They have taken risks, trusted
the reform process and
remained consistentin their
efforts. Due to this, India has

Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with young entrepreneurs and
innovators from India’s space sector

PTI

achieved a lot in the space
sector in the last few years,”
he said.

He said India’s private
space ecosystem could
become a major force for
the country and the world
and called for an ecosystem

in which the world looks to
India when thinking about
the space sector.

India’s space sector can
act as a magnet to attract
global talent, companies and
investment to the country,
Modi said, urging industry

players to rapidly strengthen
India’s position globally.

The prime minister also
encouraged space startups to
engage with Atal Tinkering
Labs, saying they could spark
curiosity among schoolchild-
ren and inspire the next gen-
eration to participate in the
space sector.

He recalled that opening
the space sector to private par-
ticipation had generated sig-
nificant enthusiasm and
created new opportunities
for industry.

The prime minister said
many countries either could
notinvestin the space sector
or did not wish to do so, pre-
senting India with a major
opportunity to rapidly
strengthen its position in the
global space industry.

He also encouraged space
companies to explore new

applications of their tech-
nologies and focus on how
these could make people’s
lives easier, while calling for
greater collaboration
between space-sector firms
and companies working in
other areas.

The CEOs of leading com-
panies in the space sector
working in diverse fields
ranging from building rockets
and reusable semi-cryogenic
launch vehicles, avionics,
satellites, advanced propul-
sion system, space and
defence intelligence, remov-
ing space debris, Al-powered
hyperlocal weather and
climate intelligence, among
others, participated in the
interaction.

The prime minister said
the confidence shown by the
private space sector had
strengthened the vision

behind opening the industry
to private participation.

The CEOs highlighted the
rapid progress being made by
India’s private space industry
and shared their vision for
its future.

They said their compa-
nies had invested signifi-
cant time and effort in build-
ing capabilities and develop-
ing the required technolo-
gies indigenously in the
country, while expressing
gratitude for the support
received from the Prime
Minister.

They also highlighted the
strong support from the
Government and collabora-
tion within the industry,
saying their teams were
highly motivated and
working with determination
to achieve ambitious goals in
the space sector.
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PM chairs 3rd high-level meet with

secretaries, calls for long-term vision

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday late
evening chaired the third
high-level meeting with
Secretaries to the
Government of India during
which he discussed the future
action agenda of Ministries
and Departments dealing
with Infrastructure and
Connectivity, Security and
External Affairs, and
Governance.

Noting that deliberations
had already been held with
two groups of Secretaries,
sources said Prime Minister
conveyed that Secretaries,
in addition to thinking about
immediate issues and statis-
tics, should also think with a
long-term perspective on
how the country’s future
should be shaped

Prime Minister called for
greater engagement
between Government
departments, universities and
young people to bring fresh
perspectives in policymaking.
He said wider engagement
with universities and young
people can bring new and
unconventional ideas.
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UPI scam cluster in Vijayawada: How one tap emptied four accounts in minutes
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The Secretaries shared
their experiences on sectoral
priorities, emerging chal-
lenges and implementation
issues. The meeting was
attended by the Cabinet
Secretary, Secretaries of key
Ministries and Departments,
and senior officials from the
Prime Minister’s Office at the
residence of PM Modi.

Discussing the challenge of
overcoming silos, Modi
stressed that silos are not
merely an organisational
problem but also a problem
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of mindset. He said silos can
be both horizontal and verti-
cal. He stressed that officials
must take ownership of their
responsibilities and work
with a spirit of belongingness.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of collective effort,
Prime Minister cited the expe-
rience of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the West Asia
crisis, when officials across
departments worked togeth-
er effectively. He said that
such coordination mecha-
nisms should become a

natural part of the
Government’s work culture.

Prime Minister called for
effective use of Artificial
Intelligence while ensuring
human intervention and
judgement. He called for
exploring innovative ways
of combining the capabilities
of Al with human expertise.

Modi emphasised that data
is a national asset and a
resource for the future. He
noted that the Government
invests resources in collect-
ing, storing and managing
data, but its full potential is
not always realised because
of departmental silos and
fragmented systems.

He pointed to differences
in the manner in which data
is collected and managed
for various purposes, and
called for finding solutions
that enable greater interop-
erability and effective use
of data.

Sources said PM empha-
sised the need for better
connectivity between man-
ufacturing units and export-
oriented units, so that
India’s manufacturing and
export capabilities can fully
benefit from its maritime
infrastructure.

VP inaugurates MALHAR 2026
classical music festlval in Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Vice President CP
Radhakrishnan on Friday
inaugurated ‘MALHAR 2026’,
a youth-centric, monsoon-
themed celebration of
Indian classical music by
Antar Hriday Connect, in
the national Capital.
Addressing the gather-
ing, the Vice President
appreciated Antar Hriday
Connect for creating oppor-
tunities for young people to
experience and engage
with India’s rich classical
music heritage, particular-
ly through free classical
music concerts.
Radhakrishnan said that
across Bharat, every region
has its own musical tradi-
tions, sounds and styles, yet
music remains one of the
strongest threads connect-
ing the country. He
described India’s cultural
diversity as “many musical
traditions, one shared spirit;
many voices, one Bharat.”
He noted that the Malhar
family of ragas is tradition-
ally associated with the
monsoon and described
‘MALHAR’ as a symbol of
renewal, with music having
the power to refresh the

human spirit, awaken imag-
ination and inspire hope.

The Vice President
emphasised that India’s
classical music tradition
has remained a living tradi-
tion because it has contin-
uously evolved. He urged
the youth to become custo-
dians and ambassadors of
India’s civilisational her-
itage and encouraged them
to take the country’s classi-
cal music and cultural tra-
ditions to communities
across the world.

He also highlighted
music as one of India’s
greatest forms of soft
power, capable of tran-
scending language and
borders and fostering
friendship, understanding
and goodwill.

¥ A

The Vice President con-
gratulated all those associ-
ated with MALHAR and
expressed hope that the
celebration would become
arecurring musical journey,
returning every monsoon
with greater energy, wider
participation and an ever-
growing love for Indian
classical music.

Member of Parliament,
Rajya Sabha and Chief
Patron, Antar Hriday
Harsh Vardhan Shringla;
President, Corporate Affairs,
ITC Anil Rajput; Chairman,
Galaxy and Sawasdee
Group Pradeep Kumar;and
Antar Hriday Youth Cultural
Ambassador for India
Saurav Sharma and other
dignitaries were present
during the occasion.

PRAMOD KUMAR SINGH
B New Delhi/Vijaywada

Four people went to the Patamata
police station in Vijayawada on the
same day to report cybercrimes.
Adifferent scam, such as fake KYC
alerts, suspicious links, or unusual
account activity, tricked each
person. In every case, their bank
accounts were emptied within
minutes of them using their
phones. Police have registered
all four cases on the National
Cyber Crime Reporting Portal and
are working with the Vijayawada
City Cyber Crime Wing to track
down the stolen money.

One thing that stands out is who
the victims are. Rajendra, a retired
bank manager from Nagarjuna
Nagar, worked in banking for
years but was still targeted by
scammers. It shows that even
people familiar with banking
systems can fall victim, not just
those less comfortable with tech-

nology. Paklapati Ravivarma from
Nidamanuru also installed an APK
that appeared to be a legitimate
update, allowing attackers to
control his phone remotely.

Manoj Kumar from
Prasadampadu lost money
through unauthorised UPI trans-
actions after his phone was
hacked. In Rajendra’s case, he
clicked a link for SBI reward points,
which took him to a fake page that
collected his banking details.

The money was taken out right
away. These attacks are more
sophisticated than regular phish-
ing. In APK-based scams, the fake
app requests many permissions,
such as access to your SMS, acces-
sibility services, and device
administration.

Ifyou grant these, the malware
can read your OTPs, display fake
login screens to steal your PIN,
track your typing, and even
approve UPI transfers without
you knowing.

You do not have to share any
codes; the malicious software col-
lects them on its own. Scammers
usually send urgent messages,
but real banks or Aadhaar KYC
processes in India give customers

several weeks’ notice and do not
require immediate action. The
reward-link scam works differ-
ently. Victims are asked to claim
points on a page that closely
copies a real banking website.

In real bank or Aadhaar KYC
processes in India, customers get
several weeks’ notice and do not
need to act immediately. The
reward-link scam works differ-
ently. Victims are asked to claim
points on a page that closely
resembles real banking websites.

These incidents in Vijayawada
are part of a larger trend. Since
early 2025, the National Cyber
Crime Reporting Portal has
received over 12 lakh complaints
about APK scams. Cyber fraud
has gone up by several hundred
per cent in recent years.

Organised groups send the
same malware through WhatsApp
to thousands of people, using the
same tricks each time.

The stolen money is moved
through several accounts, then
turned into cryptocurrency or
withdrawn as cash. This makes it
hard to recover unless the crime
is reported within a few hours. The
city cyber wing is now tracking the

flow of money by checking bank
accounts, UPI handles, and digital
footprints linked to the stolen
funds.

Acting quickly by calling the
1930 helpline or visiting cyber-
crime.gov.in can stop the money
before it is fully withdrawn.
Reporting right away is crucial.
Taking preventive steps is still
the best way to stay safe.

Do not install apps received
through WhatsApp, SMS, or
Telegram. Official banking apps
are only available on authorised
app stores.

It is best to turn off the “Install
from Unknown Sources” option in
your phone settings. Treat any
request with a same-day deadline
as suspicious. If you have installed
a suspicious APK, turn off mobile
data and Wi-Fi, uninstall the app,
change your passwords and UPI
PIN on another device and report
the incident to the police
immediately.

Pregnant
woman carried 8
km on stretcher
due to no road
in MP; baby dies

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Bhopal

A pregnant woman in
Chhindwara district’s
Junnardeo block had to be
carried nearly 8 km on a
makeshift stretcher after
an ambulance reportedly
could not reach her hamlet
due to the absence of a
motorable road.

The unborn baby later died,
while the woman remains in
serious condition. The inci-
dent has raised fresh ques-
tions over basic road connec-
tivity and emergency health-
care access in remote areas.

The incident was reported
from Chitipatha Jamundong
hamlet, where Sonu
Malgam’s wife Kustariya
developed labour pains on
Thursday morning.

According to local resi-
dents, the lack of a pucca
road prevented a 108 ambu-
lance from reaching the
hamlet. The sarpanch, family
members and villagers subse-
quently made a makeshift
stretcher using wooden poles
and cloth.

They carried Kustariya on
foot through difficult terrain
foraround 8 km and took her
to Gop village. From there,
she was transported by a
108 ambulance to the Damua
health centre.

Doctors at the health
centre, after assessing her
serious condition, referred
her to the district hospital.
According to the family,
Kustariya had to be carried
over a considerable distance
through difficult terrain
before she could reach
medical assistance.

Doctors at the hospital later
confirmed the death of the
unborn baby. The woman
has been admitted to the ICU
and is undergoing treatment.

The incident has also
brought attention to the long-
standing demand for better
connectivity in the hamlet.

Residents said around 125
families live in Chitipatha
Jamundong and claimed that
the demand for a pucca road
has been raised before the
administration and public rep-
resentatives since 2016.
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Congress doing communal lynching
of Vande Mataram Mukhtar Naqvi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Former Union Cabinet
Minister and senior BJP
leader Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
on Friday slammed the
Congress and the “Vande
Mataram Bashing Brigade”,
saying that these “pseudo
secular chieftains” are doing
“communal lynching” of
“Vande Mataram” “by choice
and not by chance” only to
appease the “communal
Mogambo”.

While talking to media
Naqvi said that the Congress’
stance on “Vande Mataram” is
riddled with “self-goals and
communal cunningness”.
Instead of atoning for the
“sin” committed in 1937, when
the Congress truncated the
national song to appease the
“Mogambo” of the Muslim
League, the Congress is still
engaged in the foolishness
and absurd bravado of justi-

fying that very act.

Naqvi said that following
the restoration of the full
spirit of “Vande Mataram” in
the Parliament, the Congress
had an opportunity to rectify
the “criminal misdeed” it had
committed against the
national song under Muslim
League pressure and to stand
by Parliament’s decision; yet,
even today, the Opposition
party is appeasing the “spirit
of the Mogambo”.

Naqvi said that during the

Congress party’s Kakinada
session, the great freedom
fighter and prominent
Muslim woman Raihana Tybji
sang “Vande Mataram”
despite opposition from the
then-Congress leader
Muhammad Ali Jauhar. Pandit
Vishnu Digambar Paluskar,
who was present, reprimand-
ed the dissenters, stating,
“This is not a religious gath-
ering but a social and politi-
cal event; no one can stop the
chanting of the mantra of
national consciousness and
nationalism here.”

However, ignoring that his-
toric event, the Congress is
now busy trying to awaken
“linnah’s Jinn.”

Naqvi said that the insult to
the national song is not a
coincidence buta communal
ploy, “Vande Mataram” does
not endanger anyone’s reli-
gious faith—rather, it demol-
ishes the design to denigrate
the democracy.

SC lets down Indian working class in industry definition case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A nine-member Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court,
constituted, inter alia, to
adjudicate on the application
of the triple-test formula laid
down by a seven-judge
Bench to define ‘industry’ in
Bangalore Water Supply &
Sewerage Board v R Rajappa
& Others, has pronounced a
5:4, viper-thin majority
judgment.

The judgment has immu-
nised the Industrial Relations
Code, 2020 from the applica-
tion of the expansive defin-
ition of ‘industry’ interpreted
in 1978 by the seven-judge
Bench led by Justice VR
Krishna lyer in Bangalore
Water Supply & Sewerage
Board v R Rajappa & Others,
which had laid down the
famous triple test to deter-
mine the term ‘industry’.

Justice VR Krishna lyer had
held that if there is any sys-

tematic activity, an employ-

er-employee relationship,
and production or distribu-
tion of goods or services for
human wants, the organisa-
tion may qualify as an “indus-
try”, even if there is no profit
motive. Since 1978, this has
stood the test of time and
has become the law of
the land.

The definition has been
disputed by the employer
class continuously since
then. In the context of State
of Uttar Pradesh v Jai Bir
Singh, the issue was revisit-

ed by a nine-member
Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court, which deliv-
ered its judgment on August
20, 2026.

The ruling says that all
matters presently pending
before courts, tribunals,
labour authorities or other
fora under the Industrial
Disputes Act, 1947, may be
adjudicated in accordance
with the triple test laid down
in the Bangalore Water
Supply case. At the same
time, the thin-majority judg-

ment has refrained from
examining the new defini-
tion of ‘industry’ under the
Industrial Relations Code,
2020, in the light of the triple
test laid down in the
Bangalore Water Supply
case. It is nothing but
dancing to the tune of the
neo-liberal ecosystem that is
mercilessly depriving
workers of their hard-earned
rights.

Accordingly, the Supreme
Court concluded in its judg-
ment: “It is apposite to note
that the ratio in Bangalore
Water Supply (supra) limited
itself till a new definition
was introduced. As a new law
redefining ‘industry’ has
come into force, the ratio in
Bangalore Water Supply
(supra) would remain restrict-
ed to the proceedings
pending under the repealed
law and the provisions of the
new law, ie IR Code, shall be
independently interpreted.”

The entire process of
labour law codification in

general, and the Industrial
Relations Code, 2020, in par-
ticular, has already excluded
millions of working people
from coverage through
increased threshold limits
for the application of the law.
This means that they have
been kept out of legal enti-
tlements and protections.
Now, the Supreme Court
has gone further through its
judgment in this case. It has
not only lent credence to
this cruel exclusion but, by
refraining from upholding
the application of the judg-
ment of the Justice VR Krishna
lyer-led seven-judge Bench in
Bangalore Water Supply &
Sewerage Board v. R Rajappa
& Others to the Industrial
Relations Code, where there
are huge exclusions aimed at
keeping workers away from
the ambit of the law, it has
facilitated corporate inter-
ests by excluding its own
citizens — the working
population — from the
protection of law.
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Protests erupt in J&K’s Kishtwar after 14-year-old girl

allegedly 1 1mpregn

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Jammu

Massive protests broke outin
the remote Kishtwar district
of Jammu division on Friday
after a 14-year-old school-
girl, allegedly impregnated by
her teacher, died when she
was being shifted to a hospi-
tal in Doda to terminate her
pregnancy.

A Grade-Il Government
school teacher identified as
Khalid Hussain Sheikh has
been placed under suspen-
sion by the Chief Education
Officer, Kishtwar, pending an
inquiry into the matter.

A large number of college
students and residents in
Kishtwar staged protest
demonstrations seeking
justice for the minor tribal girl
and severe punishment for

the accused in the case.
According to official
sources, the victim, a resi-
dent of Kishtwar district’s
Chhatroo area, was referred
from the District Hospital in
Kishtwar to Doda for spe-
cialised treatment for termina-
tion of the pregnancy but
died en route on Thursday.
Following the incident,

ated by teacher dles ac

police registered FIR No.
34/2026 at Police Station
Chatroo under Sections 61(2),
65(1), 90, 91 and 92 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023, besides Sections 4, 6, 8,
10 and 17 of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012.

Police subsequently arrest-
ed Khalid Hussain Sheikh,

cused held

who is identified as a Teacher
Grade-1l at Middle School
Bumalpora, Zone Inderwal.

The Chief Education Officer,
Kishtwar, through an order
issued on August 21, placed
Sheikh under suspension in
terms of Rule 31 of the Jammu
and Kashmir Civil Services
(Classification, Control and
Appeal) Rules, 1956, pending
an inquiry into the matter.

The suspension order
specifically refers to the FIR
registered at Police Station
Chatroo and notes that the
accused teacher is under
police custody.

Further investigation into
the case is underway, while
the circumstances surround-
ing the minor’s pregnancy
and death are being investi-
gated by the concerned
authorities.

FM directs early completion of DPR
for high-level dam on K05| River

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi/Patna

]

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat Choudhary,
along with Deputy Chief Minister Vijay
Kumar Choudhary and Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Kumar Jha, met Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and Union
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar in
New Delhi and held discussions on
several key issues related to Bihar’s

development.

The meeting with Sitharaman
focused extensively on the release of
funds to Bihar and the implementation
of various schemes in accordance with
the announcements made in the

Union Budget.

The requirement of funds for Phase
| of the Kosi-Mechi Inter-State River Link
Project and technical approval for
Phase Il was also discussed . The Union
Finance Minister directed the National
Water Development Agency (NWDA)

and the Ministry of Jal Shakti to take
necessary action in this regard.

The Chief Minister said that progress
on the project would provide signifi-
cant benefits to the Seemanchal region
of Bihar in terms of irrigation, agricul-
ture and water management.

The proposed Sapt Kosi Project was
also discussed. Following the Chief
Minister’s request, the Union Finance
Minister directed relevant department
to complete the Detailed Project Report

(DPR) for a high-level dam on the Kosi
River at the earliest. It was also agreed
that Bihar will have one representative
on the Joint Technical Expert
Committee to ensure that the state’s
interests are effectively represented in
technical matters related to the project.

The meeting also discussed the
implementation of SNA & SPARSH by
September 30 with the objective of
enabling Bihar to access greater Central
assistance. The effective implementa-
tion of Reform-Based Incentives under
SASCI was also discussed.

The Chief Minister said these mea-
sures would help the state mobilise
additional financial resources for devel-
opment projects.

The establishment of Vikramshila
University was also discussed during
the meeting. The Chief Minister
informed that the Bihar Government
has made available 219 acres of land in
Bhagalpur for the university.
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Convergence
amid constraints

India and Japan are now strategic partners,
hedging against a region in flux and China’s
growing influence

On August 20, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his
Japanese counterpart Shinjiro Koizumi signed a Memorandum
of Arrangement on Maritime Security Cooperation in New Delhi
- a document with considerable strategic weight. It builds on
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's July visit to Delhi, when the two
governments unveiled over $10 billion in agreements
spanning artificial intelligence, clean energy and defence, and
set a target of 10 trillion yen in Japanese investment over the
coming decade.

The new arrangement gives the Indian Navy and Japan's
Maritime Self-Defense Force a formal framework for sharing
maritime domain awareness, conducting search-and-rescue and
disaster-relief operations, exchanging ship visits, and, crucially,
exploring joint warship design and reciprocal repair facilities.
Both countries have watched China's naval footprint expand
across the Indian Ocean even as Beijing presses claims in the
East and South China Seas. Tokyo's calculus has hardened since
Takaichi's remarks last November that Japan could respond
militarily to a Chinese move on Taiwan, comments still
colouring ties with Beijing. Japan's recent easing of decades-
old defence export restrictions, welcomed openly by Singh,
signals a country recalibrating post-war pacifism to build real
production capacity rather than lean solely on American
guarantees. For India, the pact goes well with the ‘Make in
India' push in defence manufacturing and offers access to
Japanese shipbuilding expertise that could speed naval
modernisation. Both governments describe this as advancing a
"free and open Indo-Pacific" - carefully avoiding the word China
even as everyone understands the signal.

The challenges are real. Beijing's foreign ministry has already
signalled discomfort with the broader partnership, waming that
cooperation between neighbours must not target third parties.
India must walk a tightrope: deepening security cooperation
with a Quad partner while preserving the strategic autonomy
that has long defined its foreign policy, and without irking
China.The Quad has not held a leaders' summit since 2024,
and doubts about how reliably Washington will stay invested in
the region are precisely why bilateral hedges like this one
matter more. Converting memoranda into genuinely
interoperable navies also takes years — technology absorption,
joint doctrine, and shared threat perception across two very
different theatres — the situation in South China sea is very
different from Indian Ocean. The way forward lies in patient
institutionalisation rather than symbolism. Regular 2+2
ministerial dialogues, expanded logistics-sharing arrangements
on the model of India's agreement with Washington, and
genuine co-production projects — building on the newly
launched UNICORN mast programme — would give this
partnership operational substance. Anchoring bilateral gains
within broader Quad initiatives. India and Japan are not
building an alliance against China but coming closer to
safeguard their own maritime interests, something that must

be reiterated to keep tempers low in Beijing.

Artists perform during a ‘Kalash Yatra’ during the holy month of Shravan, at Badi

Chaupar, in Jaipur.
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VANDE MATARAM BELONGS TO EVERY
INDIAN CITIZEN

As an octogenarian from a
freedom-fighter family, though
apolitical, | extend my full support
to the Congress Working
Committee’s reaffirmation that
only the first two stanzas of Vande
Mataram should be sung at party
programmes.

As a true patriot and free-
minded citizen, how can | accept
the last four stanzas, which the
Modi Government has politically
added to the patriotic narrative?
Previous BJP governments under
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Lal
Krishna Advani did not pursue this
issue in the same manner.

Patriotic Indians are shocked,
though not surprised, by the
changing position of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The RSS,
the BJP’s ideological parent, did
not participate in the freedom
movement and, until 2002, did not
fly the Tricolour at its

headquarters.

The attempt to impose a
particular interpretation of
patriotism also ignores the
historical context surrounding
Vande Mataram. In 1937,
Rabindranath Tagore advised that
the first two stanzas could be
treated separately because they
had a broader national character,
while the later verses contained
imagery that could be unsuitable
for inclusive national gatherings.
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Subhas Chandra Bose and
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel were also
part of that larger national
movement.

India’s patriotism cannot be
reduced to political ownership.
Vande Mataram belongs to the
entire nation, and no political party
should issue certificates of
patriotism.

BIDYUT K CHATTERJEE | FARIDABAD

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

Education reform must factor in well-being

As classrooms evolve with new curricula, technology and changing approaches to assessment, emotional wellbeing can no
longer remain a peripheral concern. A child’s ability to handle anxiety, failure, relationships and uncertainty is as fundamental
to preparing for life as academic achievement — and it is time education reform recognised that

NEERJA
BIRLA

We have spent decades asking what our children
need to learn. Perhaps it is time to ask another
question: what do they need in order to learn
well? Education in India has changed significant-
ly. Curricula have become more progressive; tech-
nology has expanded access to knowledge and
assessment is gradually moving beyond rote
learning. These changes reflect a larger shift in
how we think about preparing young people for
an uncertain future. Yet one part of that prepa-
ration is still often treated as secondary: the emo-
tional experience of learning.

A child does not leave their worries at the class-
room door. Pressure to perform, fear of disap-

il

pointing parents, friendship struggles, loneliness A SUDDEN disengagement can sometimes signal that a
or uncertainty about the future can influence how WITHDRAWAL child is struggling. Teachers need not become
they concentrate, participate and respond to chal- » mental-health professionals, but they do need
lenges. If education is meant to prepare young BEHAVIOURAL the awareness to recognise such signs, respond
people for life, then how they feel while learning CHANGE OR with empathy and know when professional
ca%{]l.ot'remhairl\ Iie{:faraatahfrom \;:vhst trtley l?ardn. DISENGAGEMENT sughporkt. ma3l/1 be requ{ret(j. Thist ;i1als<l)1 means
is is why I believe the next chapter of edu- CAN SOMETIMES rethinking how we interpret behaviour.
cation reform must place emotional wellbein Children facing mental-health concerns may be
alongside academic clljevelopment. Notinstead ogf SIGNAL THAT A labelled "lazy"%‘hyperactive" or"naughty" wyhen
excellence, but as an essential part of enabling CHILD IS they may actually need understanding and
it. The need is increasi_nglyvisible. An NCERT survey STRUGGLING. support.Inone school-bas_ec_l interventipn, 95%
Conductedn 2022 ed by UNICEFIndiafound  TEACHERS NEED  offeachers eported posituechange n o
rienceél) extreme emoptions, and 43% re?aor?ed MEIIQ;A?EEOMETH con)::éjrns. Student referrals offer another
mood swings. The importance of early interven- -HEAL important insight: 20% were related to poor aca-
tion is equally clear half of all mental health dis- PROFESSIONALS, demic performance, while others involved
_cr)rrldersfbegin b}r/] agled14, and ZS% tt)y Ithekn;id-zoii BUT THEY DO NEED ag%ressi;{e b“ehgviqur. Sl(chh cél_angel_s should not
ese figures should prompt us to look beyon THE AWARENESS automatically be viewed as disciplinary issues;
whether a child is keeping up academically and they can also signal that a child may be strug-
consider whether the3l/3 ar% dgveloping theSe/:mo— TO RECOGNISE glin):g, emotiona%y. But recognition ys only thge
tional resources to cope with the demands placed SUCH SIGNS, first step. Students must also have access to the
upon t.hem..Emotior)al litgracy i_s nota soft skill. RESPOND WITH right support, without placing tl_1¢ entire
Itis abllfle skill. It lzjeglns V\(ljlth hglwr;]g children thg EMPATHY AND lresgonmblllty on Utﬁlallgéle:rls. (le_)t recognlgon lm(ljj'St
vocabulary to understand what they are experi- ead to access. ndia notes that India
encing. A child who can recognise frustration KNOW WHEN has only 0.75 psychiatrists per 100,000 people,
before it becomes anger, understand anxiety PROFESSIONAL with shortages extending to psychologists
rather than simply fear it, or articulate that they SUPPORT MAY BE and psychiatric social workers. This is why
need help is developing a capacity that will remain REQUIRED strengthening mental wellbeing in education

valuable far beyond school.

A psychologically safe classroom allows chil-
dren to question, disagree, make mistakes and
try again without feeling diminished. If children
associate mistakes with embarrassment or
failure with loss of worth, they may become more
focused on avoiding errors than on discovering,

experimenting and learning. The role of the
teacher is therefore changing too; not into that
of a mental-health professional, but into that of
an informed and observant adult within a child's
support system.

The author is Founder and
Chairperson, Aditya Birla
Education Trust, and Founder,

Mpower

A sudden withdrawal, behavioural change or

cannot mean placing another responsibility on
teachers and schools without strengthening the
wider support system.

Schools need clear pathways to profession-
al care, while counselling must be normalized
as aresource rather than viewed as a last resort.
Equally important is bringing parents into the
conversation and strengthening relationships
between students, teachers and families.

Often, meaningful support begins with
something simple: an adult who listens without
immediately comparing, correcting or trying

The experience of implementing the curricu-
lum demonstrates how strengthening emotion-
al skills and relationships can create a school
environment that is more conducive to learn-
ing, while also contributing to academic out-
comes. Across all grade levels, students became
better at managing their emotions and more
willing to seek help when needed. Both coping
skills and help-seeking behavior improved sig-
nificantly from baseline to endline across
every age group.

The impact was also visible beyond the class-
room, with parents observing positive changes
in how children handled everyday conflicts.
When students are equipped to regulate emo-
tions, seek help and build healthier relation-
ships, classrooms can become more support-
ive spaces where both well-being and learning
can thrive.The approach must also recognise
that wellbeing does not look the same for every
young person. The pressures faced by a school
student may differ from those experienced in
university. Adolescence, young adulthood,
family circumstances, social environments
and individual experiences all shape how
challenges are experienced. A responsive
approach to wellbeing must therefore be
responsive rather than one-size-fits-all.

When a young person is unable to cope, the
consequences can affect attendance, learning,
educational progression and, later, employa-
bility and participation in the workforce.
Supporting wellbeing early is therefore not
merely aninvestment in individual children. It
is an investment in the country's human
potential. A report card can tell us what a child
has learnt. It cannot tell us whether they have
developed confidence, empathy, adaptability
or the ability to recover from disappoint-
ment. These qualities shape how young people
navigate relationships, decisions, setbacks
and opportunities.

That does not mean lowering academic
expectations. Quite the opposite. We should
wantyoung people who can pursue excellence
without tying their entire sense of worth to
achievement; who can experience failure
without seeing themselves as failures. The next
education reform, therefore, should not ask us
to choose between achievement and wellbe-
ing. It should recognise that the two are
deeply connected. Education has always been
about preparing the mind for what lies ahead.
The next step is to recognise the person
behind that mind, their emotions, relationships,
confidence, vulnerabilities and capacity to
adapt. Perhaps the question for the next edu-
cation reform is no longer only what do we
want our children to learn? Itis also: what do
we want them to be equipped to handle when
the lesson ends? If the answer includes uncer-
tainty, failure, relationships, change and the
inevitable challenges of life, then emotional
wellbeing cannot remain at the margins of edu-

to solve everything.

cation.

A A A A LT

When no one owns the problem

SANJAY
CHANDRA

2ND OPINION

A recent experience made me wonder whether, in
our increasing dependence on technology and stan-
dardised processes, we are creating systems in which
everyone performs an assigned role but no one owns
the problem.

Before travelling abroad for a couple of weeks, I
ordered a Realme mobile phone through Amazon. I did
not want to risk travelling with a phone that had begun
troubling me. | followed the instructions to transfer
my data, only to discover that the new phone would
not switch on. I took it to an authorised Realme service
centre. After a long wait on the first day, I was asked
to return the following morning. Eventually, I was told
that the problem was beyond the capabilities of the
centre and that I should return the phone to Amazon.

During my wait, I noticed several other irate cus-
tomers. Some appeared to be daily-wage earners, con-
scious that every hour spent waiting meant lost
income. A few struggled to communicate their prob-
lems and were asked to return another day. I could
afford the time and had the confidence to persist. |
wondered how easily they could.

Amazon scheduled the pickup for the day I was trav-
elling. Since I was leaving early, the customer-service
executive suggested that I leave the phone with a
neighbour. After reaching my destination, I checked
with the neighbour. The phone had been collected.
Later that evening, however, | received a message
saying that the pickup could not be completed
because | was unavailable. From overseas, I tried con-
tacting customer service. Automated calls offered no
opportunity to explain the situation. Emails promised
that an executive would contact me. Nobody did.

An escalation email directed me back to the same
helpline. On returning to India, I resumed my calls. The
system continued to maintain that the phone had not
been collected. Eventually, I traced the pickup person
through our condominium records. He remembered
collecting it and, after checking, told me that the phone
had been lying in the warehouse for almost a month.
It could not be verified because it could not be switched
on. That was precisely why I had returned it!

I called Amazon again. The executive was categor-
ical that nothing could be done. Even speaking to a

senior, I was told, would make little difference. I then
mentioned that I understood such calls were record-
ed and that, if nobody could resolve the matter, I might
have to consider legal recourse. Things suddenly began
to move. Someone contacted me, the pickup details
were verified, and after another round of follow-up,
my money was refunded. My purpose in recounting
this experience is not merely to complain about a
defective phone or poor service. Each person appeared
constrained by the part of the system visible to them.

And still, for almost a month, the problem belonged
to nobody. More troubling is what happens to those
who do not have the time, confidence or resources to
persist. Technology and standardised processes allow
large organisations to handle millions of transactions
efficiently. They are indispensable. But systems
inevitably encounter situations they were not designed
to anticipate. At that moment, someone needs both
the willingness and the authority to look beyond the
screen and ask whether what the system is saying actu-
ally makes sense. Perhaps the true test of a good
system is not how smoothly it handles the routine, but
how humanely it responds when something goes
wrong. Ultimately, someone must be willing to own
the problem.

The writer is a founder of Kala - Krazy About Literature And Arts,
is an author, speaker, coach, arbitrator, and strategy consultant
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Sanctions tighten pressure on Iran

The United States is preparing its toughest sanctions
in history againstIran, seeking to squeeze Tehran eco-
nomically and cut off the financial lifelines sustaining
it. Washington has also urged other countries, partic-
ularly China, a major buyer of Iranian oil, to join the
effort. The proposed sanctions come alongside a
revived US naval blockade, creating a pincer-like strat-
egy designed to restrict Iran’s access to trade, energy
revenues and international markets. For Iran, the con-
sequences could extend far beyond government cor-
ridors. Years of sanctions have already strained its
economy, while the latest measures threaten to
deepen Tehran’s isolation amid heightened regional ten-
sions. Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi has dis-
missed the US campaign as a failed strategy, arguing
that intensifying economic pressure will not force
Tehran into submission.

China, meanwhile, has rejected the premise that
greater economic pressure will resolve the dispute,
calling instead for diplomatic efforts. Its position
could prove consequential as Washington seeks to
restrict one of Iran’s most important economic outlets.

The confrontation risks becoming a struggle over
Iran’s economic survival and its government’s future.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

Vande Mataram must unite India

The controversy raging across the nation over Vande
Mataram is nothing short of tragic. A song that once united
millions under the banner of freedom now finds itself
entangled in divisive politics. During colonial rule,
Indians sang it with pride; today, in an independent India,
hesitation to sing it feels like a betrayal of that very spirit.
What is perplexing is the Congress party’s decision to
rake up the issue. Once built on Vande Mataram, the party
now faces criticism for fragmenting its legacy. From
Partition and the Syndicate-Indicate split to the division
of Pakistan, critics point to a history of fractures. Now, they
ask: “Is this the same Congress that fought for freedom?”
The shame lies not in debate but in the perception that
the party places itself above the nation. For the common
Indian, the creed is simple: Rashtra Sarvopari — the nation
above all. Mahatma Gandhi himself had warned that
Congress might one day descend into a struggle for power
rather than principle, even suggesting its dissolution after
independence. Had that advice been heeded, perhaps the
spectacle of public disrespect towards the national song
would never have arisen. Every citizen must resist
attempts to divide Vande Mataram. It is more than a song;
it symbolises India’s sacrifice, unity and pride. To dimin-

ish it is to diminish the nation’s soul.
ARVIND TAPKIRE | MUMBAI

Can growth come without integrity?

Amicus curiae and senior advocate Vijay Hansaria has
informed the Supreme Court that serious criminal cases
are pending against the chief ministers of 14 of the 28 states.
Revanth Reddy of Telangana tops the list, while West
Bengal’s Suvendu Adhikari follows close behind.

At the same time, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
speaks proudly of India crossing the $4-trillion GDP mark
and dreams aloud of a "trillion-dollar economy". But is this
financial optimism worth celebrating if constitutional
heads of states themselves stand tainted? Can India afford
to bid adieu to morality in its quest to become a finan-
cial superpower? Economic growth is undoubtedly
important, but prosperity without ethical governance
risks undermining public trust. Political leaders hold
immense responsibility, and allegations of serious crim-
inality involving those at the highest levels of govern-
ment inevitably raise questions about accountability,
integrity and the standards expected in public life.

What we need is to moralise politics, not politicise
morals. As philosopher Karl Popper warned, ignoring
this distinction comes at our own peril. Development
and ethical governance must go hand in hand. Without
morality, even the most ambitious economic dreams
risk becoming castles built on sand.

AVINASH GODBOLEY | MADHYA PRADESH
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Are we fair to the young of India?

India cannot afford to treat education merely as another administrative department. It is the principal instrument
through which the nation prepares its future. And none should ignore the fundamental truth that the future of
India is initially being shaped primarily in its classrooms, and only afterwards in other places

There are occasions in
the life of every nation
when generational tran-
sition suddenly attracts
far greater attention than
it usually receives. People
tend to take the growing
up of the next generation
as a routine process,
overlooking the fact that
this process is profound-
ly influenced by the rapid
changes in knowledge
and technology, which in
turn affect the psyche of
every human being. The transition of a child from inno-
cence to a fully developed personality depends significant-
ly on the external socio-cultural environment, which, too,
is changing dramatically and continuously.

The beginning of the academic year 2026-27 has been
disturbed in several ways. One is not referring only to the
agitations witnessed at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi and
in Ranchi, Jharkhand. There are also reports from several
places of school students protesting against the absence
of basic amenities such as functional toilets and drink-
ing water, as well as the shortage of teachers. One often
wonders whether the Right to Education Act has truly deliv-
ered what it promised to the children of India. Needless
to repeat, it is the quality of school education that ulti-
mately determines the quality and level of excellence in
higher education. Education systems that nurture students’
ideas and imagination-the two divine gifts that every child
receives at birth-are obviously destined to excel in inno-
vation. If the power of ideas and imagination is not
impeded by the uncritical pursuit of routine, outdated ped-
agogies and assessment systems, and is not further weak-
ened by inadequacies in basic support structures, creativ-
ity would become evident everywhere and in every field.
Such an environment would also provide fertile ground
for curiosity, which is again a common human posses-
sion. It serves no professional or academic purpose if the
establishment simply blames “outsiders” for agitations
such as those witnessed at Jantar Mantar and Ranchi.

It is a hard fact that external elements sometimes
intrude with borrowed agendas of disruption and sabo-
tage, often with political support from those who have
been ousted from power and are eager to return. They
attempt to push their own hidden agendas into otherwise
genuine movements. The presence of politicians and
known disruptors in large numbers at Jantar Mantar was
evident to everyone. The general perception is that the
presence of antisocial elements and political proxies con-
tributed to the escalation of the situation and the subse-
quent use of force and unacceptable violence. The
young students and ideologically unconstrained citizens
have also noticed how some of the most vocal politicians
and intellectuals have maintained silence over the
student agitation in Jharkhand.

Over the years, agitations, demonstrations and protests
in India have often followed a familiar pattern. There is
sufficient evidence from numerous instances of external
elements intruding into movements and attempting to
destroy their original purpose, even when the cause is
entirely genuine. An agitation may begin with sincerity
of purpose and raise an issue that deserves the serious
attention of those in power and of the nation at large. Yet
the intrusion of politicians-particularly unscrupulous politi-
cians seeking to score political points-sometimes assist-
ed by criminal elements, can deprive a genuine agitation
of its positive intent.

In a democratic system, there is no need to convert every
protest into a political tug-of-war between the govern-
ment and the Opposition. When this happens, the orig-
inal goal is gradually lost. This appears to be what hap-
pened during the Delhi agitation. The education minis-
ter resigned. But so what? Was the resignation the only
goal identified by the students? Certainly not. The polit-
ical class may naturally have been pleased with the devel-
opment, but the criticality of the issues raised by the stu-
dents was lost in the political contest. Such political manip-
ulation leaves young students in a state of confusion and
dilemma. The ghosts of paper leaks and the cancellation
of examinations continue to keep future aspirants on ten-
terhooks. The role of the coaching mafia is not unknown.
It is extremely depressing to observe that teachers and
paper-setters-the very people entrusted with the respon-
sibility of protecting the integrity of examinations-have,
in some cases, been charge-sheeted for betraying the con-
fidence reposed in them by the nation. The details of how
such operations were allegedly planned and executed are
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IF WE ARE SERIOUS
ABOUT BECOMING A
KNOWLEDGE-DRIVEN
NATION, THE FIRST
QUESTION WE MUST
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SIMPLE BUT
PROFOUND: ARE WE
REALLY BEING FAIR
TO THE YOUNG OF
INDIA?
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indeed chilling. If these allegations are proved true, will they
not make every teacher-including me-feel ashamed?

One must repeatedly recall the observations of the late Chief
Justice of India, Justice |. S. Verma, made in 2012 and subsequent-
ly cited in the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, paragraph
15.2: “..a majority of stand-alone TEIs [Teacher Education
Institutions]-over 10,000 in number-are not even attempting
serious teacher education but are essentially selling degrees
for a price.” This observation was made fourteen years ago by
one of the most distinguished legal minds of contemporary India.
Sadly, however, not only public perception but also the view
among many concerned academics remains clear: nothing sub-
stantial has changed. The truth is that India is going to be seri-
ously affected by the deterioration in the quality of education
at practically every stage. The learners cannot be blamed. The
systems of policy formulation, implementation and resource
allocation must accept responsibility for permitting such a sit-
uation to develop. Those who matter in decision-making on such
issues rarely send their own children to government schools.
For them, there are private schools offering what they consid-
er high-quality education. Subsequently, the children of fortu-
nate families have access to foreign universities. If this were not
so, media reports would not have appeared around the cele-
brations of the 80th Independence Day indicating that, in one
state, five government-established universities reportedly
had not a single regular faculty member. Will such a situation
not make the hearts of investors in higher education flutter with
the prospect of an obvious increase in their dividends? The great-
est damage being inflicted on future generations is the failure
to provide them with the necessary knowledge, skills and spirit
to tackle the challenges of their working lives. I can put this on
record on the basis of my personal interactions extending over
six decades with children in schools, young people in colleges
and universities, and those being trained to become school
teachers: the fear of an uncertain future has gripped a major-
ity of our learners-exceptions apart-across the country.

The anxiety and tension cast their dark clouds painfully over
parents and families as well. The political class, particularly those
who have been ousted from power, often focuses almost entire-
ly on collecting political brownie points without offering alter-
native strategies for setting things right. Those in power, on the
other hand, sometimes take solace in recalling similar mishaps
of the past, when their political adversaries were in power.

One wonders: how does this help the nation or the aggriev-
ed young people? Why cannot India think seriously and delib-
erate upon how to spare generations ahead from the genuine
fear of an uncertain future? Young people in schools and higher
education institutions are increasingly apprehensive about the
manipulation of systems by mafias and corrupt elements, both
within and outside the education system. Is it not time to recall
the great dialogical tradition that we encountered while becom-
ing acquainted with that great divine song, the Bhagavad Gita?
Dialogue, reflection and reasoned deliberation have always been
integral to India’s intellectual tradition. They could once again
help us move beyond confrontation towards solutions.

There are certain simple steps that need no lengthy delib-
eration. The Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) should
be revamped at the earliest and given an appropriate statuto-
ry status. Its recommendations and decisions should be followed
by effective mechanisms forimplementation and accountabil-
ity. There is also a long-pending need for serious reconsidera-
tion of the nature and quality of leadership in academic insti-
tutions. Is it not incongruous that a civil servant could head even
a textbook corporation? The appointment of heads of acade-
mic institutions, including Vice-Chancellors, requires in-depth
scrutiny and a fresh approach based on academic leadership,
institutional vision, integrity and professional competence.

Ifwe are serious about becoming a knowledge-driven nation,
the first question we must ask ourselves is simple but profound:
Are we really being fair to the young of India?

Gen Z: A vibe is
not a revolution

Look at him on the road to Parliament. Twenty-two,
hoarse from sloganeering, phone held high, live
streaming his defiance to the nation, background
music perfectly chosen. The country has decided
he is a revolution.

WU Now look at the same phone an hour later, on the

N bus home. The astrology app is open, because a job
interview is coming and the stars must be consulted.

ACHARYA There are three messages from his mother about a girl
PRASHANT his parents have shortlisted; he will oblige. And there

is the spicy reel served by a machine that knows him
better than he knows himself.

Both screens are real. The country has chosen to see only the first, and has begun
garlanding it. | have spent more than twenty years looking at the second, in direct
question and answer with the young, one person at a time, in lakhs. I am writing
this to say: withdraw the garland. It is the surest way to make certain the young man
never changes.

Every generation is certain that the next one is more rebellious. Hardly anyone
asks: rebellious against what, and from where? The rebel himself has been assem-
bled, by school, media, peer pressure, religion and culture. What they have pro-
duced is a type, and notice the type’s very name: “Gen Z” was coined not by this
generation but by marketers, people who slice the population into cohorts to
sell to. A generation that wears its price sticker as its identity has already told
you something about its condition.

I do not think anything has arrived. Leave the placards aside and see where this
generation actually stands in line.

The astrology app market, worth some fourteen hundred crore rupees in 2024,
is projected to grow tenfold by 2030; investors call it faith tech. Who pays? By
the industry’s own account, eighty-five per cent of users are under thirty-five.
The market for superstition is being sponsored by the generation that calls itself
forward-looking. And a person who cannot even beat imaginary stories will not
stand up to a living oppressor.

The Lokniti-CSDS youth surveys
complete the picture: more than half
the young want a government job
against a quarter who want to build
their own; six in ten want a film
banned if it hurts religious senti-
ment; eighty-four per cent of married
youth had arranged marriages, over-
whelmingly within caste.

I know the private face behind the
placard; it sits before me daily. The
questions are not about transforming
the system. They are: my parents
want me married, what do 1 do? The
caste is different, how do I tell my
father? A generation whose most
urgent private question is how to find
the courage to speak to its own
father is being garlanded as the
force that will confront the State!

Then there is love, the oldest school of intensity. A revolutionary is first a lover;
both run on the capacity to stake everything on one thing. The heart that will not
burn for a beloved is not about to burn for a nation.

The crowd wanted one minister to go. He went. And the education system that
exists for the sake of “placements”, and the social system that pressures youth into
suicides, stand exactly where they stood.

The grievances are legitimate: the queues for institutions and government jobs
are long, and somebody breaking a queue is a fraud, and fraud deserves anger. But
the anger was not against the queue; it was for the queue. A rebellion whose maximum
demand is better admission into the machine is not a rebellion against the machine.
It is the machine’s own quality-control department, staffed free of cost.

Rebellion here is a mood one puts on, an aesthetic, what they themselves would
call a vibe. And a vibe does not make a revolution. A vibe lifts when the weather
changes. Arevolution is what remains when the weather turns againstyou, and the
weather turned the day one minister resigned.

There is a name for the root of all this: ahankaar, the ego. The ego is the first super-
stition. Solong as there is an | here that must be secured at any cost, everything else
follows. The ego is not afraid of revolutions; it steps into them happily. It is afraid
of reality. Bring down one system, and the same centre hands you a brand new insti-
tution the next morning. Iran threw out the Shah in 1979 and put its women in the
veil. Change of generation changes nothing. Change of centre is everything.

So, my young friends: everything above was said about you; now something to
you.lam being blunt because I am your well-wisher, not your enemy. The ones cel-
ebrating you have known you for one news cycle; | have heard your silent wails for
twenty years. Your restlessness is real, and it is the truest thing about you. My com-
plaintis only with where you have been taught to fire from it: at the minister, at the
system, at everything except the place it comes from.

Do not accept those coming to garland you; flattery is the cheapest salary ever
invented, and it is paid to keep you asleep. The revolution you are capable of is nearer
and harder: telling your father the truth this evening, deleting the app you consult
before you dare to live, asking, when the anger rises, who exactly is burning in here.
Stay with the question, because you will see your falseness on Tuesday and be back
inside it by Friday, unless the seeing is joined by the intent to be free of it. That intent
is the only thing entirely yours to give.

You have been cheated, yes, but the exam leaks and the rest are the small cheat-
ing. The big cheating is that in all your years of education, nobody ever turned your
attention toward the one doing all the wanting and fearing. That education was your
birthright, and it was withheld. Go get it: it requires one honest person, and you are
allowed to be the first one you meet.

So drop the tag; it was never your name. You are not
Gen Z or any fancy thing. You are not special, and hear
that as the liberation it is. The work is the work it has
always been.

It is open. It has always been open. Come.

Acharya Prashant is a philosopher

and author whose work centres on

self-inquiry and its application to
contemporary life
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The next farm reform ml_Jst protect India’s harvest

As India marks
Reforms Utsav,
celebrating 12
years of gover-
nance reforms
under the leader-
ship of the
Hon’ble Prime

Minist Shri
ANKUR N;rr]é;derra Modril,
AGGARWAL agriculture stands

out as a major
success. The
Government’s farmer-first approach has focused
on raising incomes, reducing cultivation costs,
strengthening risk protection and bringing modern
infrastructure and services from farm to market.
Direct benefit transfers, crop insurance, institution-
al credit, irrigation, digital markets, farm infrastruc-
ture, soil health, mechanisation and technology-
enabled advisories have together improved the
operating environment for farmers.

The results are visible. India’s total foodgrain pro-
duction is estimated at 376.56 million tonnes in
2025-26, the highest ever in the country’s history.
Agricultural exports, which stood at USD 32.08
billion in FY 2014-15, are projected to reach a record
USD 52.55 billion in FY 2025-26. Recent GST ratio-
nalisation has also supported this direction by
reducing rates on tractors below 1800 cc, several
bio-pesticides, micronutrients and other farm-
linked inputs. On the farm advisory side, initiatives
such as the National Pest Surveillance System and
Bharat-VISTAAR are helping improve pest intelli-

gence and decision-making. These initiatives are
laying the foundation for an integrated ecosys-
tem where production, pest surveillance and
market access are increasingly interconnected.

This is why crop protection should become a
central part of the next phase of reform. A country
producing and exporting at record levels needs
amodern system to protect crops and preserve
its competitive edge in global markets. Crop pro-
tection sits at the intersection of productivity,
farmer income, food safety and export readiness.
A pest outbreak can reduce yield. The wrong
product orimproper application can jeopardise
residue compliance. A spurious input can damage
the farmer’s crop and weaken trust across the value
chain.

These pressures are intensifying. Climate vari-
ability is changing pest behaviour and infestation
windows. A study published in Science estimated
that for wheat, rice and maize, yield losses from
insect pests could increase by 10-25% for every
degree Celsius of warming. Official estimates
placed before Parliament suggest that pests, dis-
eases and weeds account for about 10-35% of
annual crop losses in India, depending on the crop
and season. Separately, a CropLife India and YES
Bank knowledge report estimates that nearly 72
lakh crore worth of crop yield is lostannually due
to pests.

Pests are creating a market-access challenge as
well. The EU RASFF system, the US FDA import
refusal system and APEDA’s export advisories show
that residue compliance has become a recurring
concern across high-value markets. APEDA’s advi-

e

sory on rice exports to Lebanon illustrates how
quickly residue-related concerns in one market can
influence requirements elsewhere. Assam tea faces
a similar challenge, with reports warning that
tighter European residue limits could affect
around 40 million kg of high-end Assam tea exports
to Europe and the UK.

India’s response must begin at the production
stage. Compliance depends on farmers knowing
which product is approved for which crop, how
it should be applied, when it should be applied and
how long the crop must wait before harvest.
Integrated Pest Management must become more
central in practice. Surveillance, correct diagnosis,
economic thresholds, resistant varieties, field
hygiene and responsible use of crop protection
products all have a role. Better pest management
is ultimately about correct use, not more use.

Access to a wider basket of crop protection tech-
nologies enables farmers to choose the most effec-

tive solutions for their crops and pest pressures.
Yet India has only around 380 registered molecules,
compared with nearly 1,200 available globally, lim-
iting access to newer tools needed to manage resis-
tance, improve productivity and meet evolving
export standards. One reason for this gap is the
absence of Protection of Regulatory Data (PRD) in
India. A well-designed PRD framework can encour-
age innovation and facilitate faster access to newer,
more selective and lower-dose crop protection
solutions with improved stewardship practices.
When used in accordance with approved labels
and Good Agricultural Practices, these technolo-
gies can help farmers manage pests pressure more
effectively, optimise spray intensity and better align
with the increasingly stringent residue require-
ments of international markets. At the same time,
farmer training, adherence to approved uses and
pre-harvest intervals, along with robust testing and
traceability systems, remain critical for ensuring
compliance with prescribed Maximum Residue
Limits (MRLs). Major agricultural economies,
including the EU, the US and China, provide time-
bound regulatory data protection to encourage
innovation. India too can design a calibrated frame-
work for new molecules that promotes earlier
access to advanced technologies while preserv-
ing competition through independent data gen-
eration and eventual generic entry. Such a model
would benefit farmers today and expand oppor-
tunities for domestic manufacturing and exports
over time. Reforms Utsav should be seen not as
the culmination of agricultural reforms, but as a
call for the next phase. India has strengthened its

production base, built export-oriented systems and
embraced digital agriculture. Crop protection reg-
ulation must now keep pace with this transforma-
tion. A Protection of Regulatory Data (PRD) frame-
work can accelerate access to newer crop protec-
tion technologies and enhance the competitive-
ness of Indian agriculture. The proposed Pesticides
Management Bill, 2025 presents a timely oppor-
tunity to provide the regulatory foundation for this
transition by replacing the framework established
under the Insecticides Act, 1968. Its focus on digi-
tisation, stronger action against spurious products,
improved compliance and enhanced regulatory
oversight is a welcome step. To serve farmers in
the next decade, the legislation should also
enable faster registration pathways for innovative
molecules, lower-risk products and new uses,
alongside greater emphasis on label expansion for
export-oriented and minor crops. As global
markets become more demanding, these reforms
are essential to protect yields, raise farm incomes
and reinforce India’s position as a trusted suppli-
er in global agricultural trade.

The next milestone should be an ecosystem
where crop protection decisions are guided by
science, traceability, timely advice and access to
modern tools, all geared towards improving out-
comes for farmers. That is how India can secure
farmer incomes, enhance food safety and build
high-value agricultural exports that meet the stan-
dards of increasingly discerning global markets.

The writer is agriculture-policy analyst, writes on agro,
issues, policies and reforms




TRANSGLOBE
ADVISORS

Your Trusted
Management
Advisory

www.transglobeadvisors.in

ﬁ*@rder Order

Saurav Das approaches Delhi
HC over privacy breach
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Cockroach Janta Party spokesperson Saurav Das on Friday
approached the Delhi High Court seeking action against
commentator Abhijit lyer Mitra and several other law portals
and media platforms for allegedly putting his residential
details in public domain.

In his suit, Das has sought protection of his right to
privacy, dignity and security and damages for alleged
violation of his privacy rights.

The plaintiff has sought permanent and mandatory
injunction against lyer, X, Google and several law portals
and media platforms from publishing, circulating or
disclosing his residential details and direction to them to
remove and disable public access to the videos and posts
giving such details.

The plea sought a direction to X and Google to take down
the content revealing the information.

Das, in his plea, said he has been living in a rented room
in Greater Kailash here since last year and the defendants
have unlawfully discovered, recorded, published and
repeatedly disseminated his residential address and other
personal details including his background, particulars of his
parents and sexuality. (PTI)

SC disposes of petitions
concerning The Kerala Story

The Supreme Court on Friday closed the proceedings on a
batch of petitions relating to the controversial 2023 film,
“The Kerala Story", while leaving open the question of law
relating to challenges to certification of films by the Central
Board of Film Certification (CBFC).

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant-led bench on Friday
disposed of dozens of cases which were filed either
during the COVID-19 period or became infructuous
due to passage of time.

Dealing with two pleas seeking cancellation of CBFC
certification of “The Kerala Story”, the bench, which also
comprised Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V Mohana, said
that the petitions have become infructuous.

The third plea filed by the film's producers, Sunshine
Pictures Pvt Ltd and Vipul Amritlal Shah, was withdrawn. The
petition had challenged the then West Bengal
Government'’s decision to ban the film.

The top court, in May 2023, had stayed the ban imposed
by the state Government. Advocate Nizam Pasha, appearing
for petitioners Qurban Ali and BR Aravindakshan in the
other two matters, submitted that the issues raised
by his clients continued to survive despite the film
having already been released.

Pasha pointed out that the Kerala High Court had
disposed of a writ petition concerning the film after
observing that the plea was not maintainable against the
grant of a certificate to a movie by the CBFC. (PTI)
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Jharkhand HC gives relief to CDPOs

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ranchi

The Jharkhand High Court on
Friday stayed the notifica-
tions cancelling the appoint-
ments of Child Development
Project Officers (CDPOs) and
those recruited through the
JSSC-CGL examination.

The court on Thursday
had stayed the notifica-
tions cancelling the 11th
and 13th Jharkhand PSC
exams, besides putting a
clamp on the order can-
celling the appointments of
food safety officers.

“A bench of Justice Deepak
Roshan today stayed the
operation of the notifica-
tion cancelling recruitments
through Jharkhand Staff
Selection Commission-
Combined Graduate Level
examination (JSSC-CGL),
besides the one cancelling
the appointments of CDPOs,”
petitioner’s counsel Indrajit
Sinha said.

He said a counter affidavit
will be filed by the state on
September 7, and by
September 14, petitioners
will submit a rejoinder.

“Also, the court has made
it very clear that on
September 15 it will hear the
matter at 12.15 pm, earlier
than scheduled 2.15 pm. The
court also said that the
matter has been taken on a
priority basis,” he said.

Advocate Amritansh Vats,
who also represented the
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petitioners, said the court
was of the view that if the
need arises, it will dispose
of the matter by conduct-
ing day-to-day hearings
from September 16.
“Today, the CDPO and
JSSC-CGL matters were listed
afresh. The court has granted
an interim stay on both these
matters on the ground of the
principle of natural justice,”
he said. Vats said a PIL was
earlier filed regarding the
JSSC-CGL examination.
Hailing the stay, the
Government employees
protesting the cancellation of
their appointments said the
decision was unjustified.
“The abrupt decision to
cancel our exams had
taken a toll on my mental
health. Today, | am relieved
that my 11 years of hard
work is not a complete
waste. Since 2015, | had
been preparing for the
JSSC-CGL exam. I am confi-
dent that we will get justice
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and our jobs will be safe,”
said Avinash Gupta, who is
posted at the secretariat.

“Over the past few days, we
were forced to sit in protest
outside the secretariat,”
he added.

Meanwhile, the courtroom
was packed with Government
employees affected
by the notifications.
Celebrations broke out after
the high court pronounced its
order, giving relief to about
2,000 employees recruited
through the JSSC-CGL exam.

In Thursday’s order, the
court said the JPSC exam
was cancelled without fol-
lowing due process of law
and principles of natural
justice.

“This court is prima facie
of the view that a regular
appointment cannot be dis-
turbed/ terminated without
following principles of
natural justice,” said the
order, a copy of which was
made available on Friday.

“This court feels that inter-
est of justice and balance of
convenience is paramount
and in the instant case, the
balance of convenience is in
favour of the petitioners;
inasmuch as, in effect they
have been terminated
without following any due
process of law. Further, oper-
ation of this notification is
also against public interest,”
it added.

The court also directed
the Government’s pleader
to inform the department
concerned to allow the peti-
tioners as well as others,
who are similarly situated
and affected by this notifi-
cation, to continue their
work till disposal of the
writ application.

“However, looking to the
overall facts and circum-
stances of the case, all the
petitioners are directed to
file an affidavit/undertaking
to the effect that the final
order passed by the trial
courtin the connected crim-
inal case shall be binding on
them and the Government
would be free to take appro-
priate action in accordance
with law,” the order said.

Amid a 25-day students’
agitation over alleged irreg-
ularities in recruitment
exams, the |MM-led
Government on August 18
cancelled 22 exams
and ordered a probe into
23 others, conducted
since 2014.

Jharkhand HC gives CBI 8
weeks to obtain documents
in fodder scam cases

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ranchi

The Jharkhand High Court on
Friday granted eight weeks to
the CBI to obtain documents
related to fodder scam cases
involving R|D chiefLalu Prasad.

Devrshi Mandal, counsel for
Prasad, said all the cases
related to the fodder scam
were listed for hearing before
the court. “During the hearing,
the CBI requested time from
the court, stating that they do
not have the documents. The
court then directed the
probing agency to obtain all
documents from the registry
within eight weeks, after
which the next hearing date
will be fixed,” Mandal said.

He said the CBI had
approached the Supreme
Court seeking enhancement of
Prasad’s sentence and can-
cellation of his bail.

There are five fodder scam
cases involving Prasad — two
related to the Chaibasa trea-
sury and one each to the
Dumka, Deoghar and Doranda
treasuries, Mandal said.

The Supreme Court on July
14 had refused to interfere
with the Jharkhand High Court
order granting bail to R]D chief
Prasad in a fodder scam case.
The top court was hearing
CBI's plea challenging a July
2019 order of the high court.
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“We are not inclined to
interfere with the impugned
order...,” the bench had said.

The CBI had challenged the
high court order, saying it had
“erroneously” suspended the
sentence awarded by the trial
court and released the
Rashtriya Janata Dal chief on
bail in one of the fodder scam
cases. Prasad, a former chief
minister of Bihar, was convict-
ed in the case related to the
Deoghar treasury, which
involved alleged defalcation of
89 lakh. The special CBI court
convicted Prasad and sen-
tenced him to three-and-
a-halfyears in jail.

The high court had sus-
pended the sentence and
granted bail to Prasad in
the case of alleged fraudu-
lent withdrawal of %89.27
lakh from the Deoghar trea-
sury on the ground that he
had already completed half
of the sentence.

Calcutta HC grants interim protection to TMC MP Abhishek Banerjee in 3 FIRs

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Kolkata

tion till September 11.

Justice Bhattacharyya said that

The Calcutta High Court on Friday
granted interim protection to TMC
MP Abhishek Banerjee from coer-
cive police action in three FIRs
lodged against him at different
police stations in South 24

Parganas district.

Banerjee challenged the three
criminal prosecutions — two at the
Bishnupur and one at the
Rabindranagar police stations in
South 24 Parganas district in July.

Justice Saugata Bhattacharyya
directed that no coercive steps be
taken against Banerjee in connec-
tion with the three FIRs in this peti-

September 7.

the investigation.

cyber crime cell.

since three other criminal prosecu-
tions pending against Banerjee
are questioned in a different peti-
tion, the order for which is sched-
uled to be delivered on August 25
by this court, the hearing of this
petition stands adjourned till

The court directed that the pro-
tection order will not prevent
police authorities from carrying out

The court had already granted
protection to Banerjee in the
earlier three FIRs and in an FIR
before the Bidhannagar police

The

court
informed that 16 FIRs are regis-
tered against Banerjee at differ-
ent police stations.

was earlier
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On a plea by Additional Advocate
General Rajdeep Majumdar that
protection not be given to Banerjee
before hearing the prosecution in

these three FIRs, the court said it
has been hearing several petitions
by the TMC MP challenging FIRs
against him in different police sta-
tions lodged from May this year.

Majumdar
Banerjee is a highly influential
person and it was not possible
for the complainants to lodge
police cases earlier.

The BJP came to power in May,
defeating the Mamata Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress Government,
which governed West Bengal for 15
years from 2011.

The Diamond Harbour MP is
the national general secretary of
TMC and nephew of the former
chief minister.

claimed that

Calcutta HC upholds FIR in 50

crore gold, cash seizure case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Kolkata

The Calcutta High Court on
Friday dismissed a petition
by the sister of alleged illegal
sand and stone trader
Tulu Mondal, challenging an
FIR lodged against her in
connection with the
seizure of gold and cash
worth %50 crore.

Petitioner Kabira Khatun’s
lawyer alleged illegality in
the registration of the FIR,
claiming that it was lodged
after search, seizure and
arrest of an accused.

He asserted that the
sequence should have been
registration of FIR, then
arrest and there after
seizure.Justice Saugata
Bhattacharyya dismissed the
petition, holding that this

Tulu Mondal

order is governed by a judg-
ment of August 20 in which
the court dismissed
Mondal’s petition, seeking
that the FIR against him
be quashed.

Khatun’s petition chal-
lenged an FIR registered at

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE

Mohammedbazar police
station in Birbhum district in
connection with the seizure
of gold bars and cash worth
around %50 crore from the
residence of Mondal’s
brother in-law Minar.

Police arrested Minar
Mondal following the seizures
on July 29, while Tulu Mondal,
alias Mohammed Nazibuddin,
is abroad since May 23.

The FIR was drawn up
on July 30 following the
seizures.

Justice Bhattacharyya
noted that the court had
already dismissed a chal-
lenge by Tulu Mondal
against an identical criminal
prosecution based on the
FIR, holding that this peti-
tion would be governed by
the judgment delivered on
August 20.

M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Friday dismissed a plea filed
by Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
chief Sukhbir Singh Badal
seeking quashing of a
2017 criminal defamation
complaint against him.
Badal had moved the
apex court challenging an
October 2025 order of the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court refusing to quash the
complaintand a March 2020
summoning order passed
by a judicial magistrate.
According to the com-
plaint, Badal, the then
deputy chief minister of
Punjab, alleged in January
2017 thatreligious organisa-
tion ‘Akhand Kirtani Jatha’
(AK]) was a “political front”
of terrorist outfit Babbar

SC refuses to quash criminal defamation
complaint against Sukhbir Singh Badal

Khalsa International.

The complainant, who
filed the complaint in indi-
vidual capacity, had claimed
that he was the chief
spokesperson of AK].

Badal’s plea came up for
hearing on Friday before a
bench of Justices Dipankar
Datta and Sheel Nagu.

“We have read this
order. What is alleged
against you (Badal)? You

say that this organisation is
a terrorist organisation
and this complainant is
the spokesperson of the
other organisation which is
the political front...,” the
bench told Senior Advocate
Kapil Sibal, who was
appearing for Badal.

Sibal said Badal had not
said that the complainant
was the spokesperson of the
organisation.

Supreme Court relaxes 3-year mandatory law
practice norm for entry level judicial exam

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

In a major relief to law grad-
uates, the Supreme Court on
Friday reduced to a year
the earlier mandatory
requirement of three-year
legal practice for them to
take entry level judicial
service examination.

However, the selected can-
didates will have to undergo
training at the judicial
academy and a further one-
year clerkship, a bench of
Chief Justice Surya Kant and
Justices AG Masih and K Vinod
Chandran said in a split
decision of 2:1.

On May 20 last year, a
bench headed by then Chief
Justice of India BR Gavai, since
retired, had barred fresh law
graduates from appearing in
the entry-level judicial ser-
vices examination, fixing a
minimum three-year law
practice criterion.

On Friday, a three-judge

bench headed by CJI Kant, in
a majority verdict of 2:1, mod-
ified the May 2025 verdict
and relaxed the mandatory
three-year legal practice crite-
ria for law graduates aspiring
to become judicial officers.
“All law graduates shall be
eligible to apply, notwithstand-
ing the three-year practice
requirement. Having regard to
the fact that more than a year
has elapsed since the judg-
ment under review was pro-

nounced, such candidates
shall, for the purposes of their
applications, be deemed to
have completed one year of
active practice,” it said.

The top court said they
shall not be required to
furnish a separate certificate
of practice in support of the
said deemed period.

It added that candidates
selected pursuant to the said
recruitment shall, upon
appointment, be designated

as “Trainee Judicial Officers”
and shall undergo a compul-
sory period of one year of
intensive training at the con-
cerned state judicial academy.

“This period shall be treated
as equivalent to one year of
practice at the Bar for the pur-
poses of the three-year
requirement,” it said.

The top court said during
the period of such training,
the trainee judicial officers
shall be paid a fixed emolu-
ment equivalent to one-half of
the remuneration payable to
ajudicial magistrate first class
in the concerned state.

“They shall, in addition, be
entitled to the facilities and
other benefits ordinarily
made available to trainees at
the concerned State Judicial
Academy,” the bench said,
adding that upon successful
completion of the said train-
ing, the trainee judicial offi-
cers shall undergo a further
period of one year of struc-
tured law clerkship.

SC sets aside order to summon telecom
secretary in Dayanidhi Maran case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Friday set aside an order of
the Madras High Court
which directed the trial
court to summon the Union
Telecom Secretary as a court
witness in a case against
DMK MP Dayanidhi Maran
relating to the alleged
setting up of “illegal”
telephone exchanges.

A bench comprising
Justices KV Viswanathan
and Arun Palli was hearing
a plea filed by the CBI chal-
lenging the March 25 order
of the high court.

“Now that we are inclined
to restore the order of the
trial court, we permit the
respondent (Maran) to
summon the secretary
telecom as a defence
witness as indicated in our
August 10 order.

“We set aside the high
court’s order and restore the
trial court’s order. We

DMK MP Dayanidhi Maran

permit the respondent to
have the option to summon
the secretary, telecom, as a
defence witness, if he so
desires,” the bench said.

During the hearing, senior
advocate Siddharth Luthra,
appearing for Maran, object-
ed to the telecom secretary
being summoned as a
defence witness and said it
would be appropriate if he
summoned as court
witness.

On August 10, the apex
court had asked advocates
appearing for Maran as to
why the secretary, telecom

cannot be summoned as a
defence witness. It had also
asked Additional Solicitor
General SV Raju, appearing
for the CBI,

whether he would have
any objection if the secre-
tary, telecom, is summoned
as a defence witness.

Raju had told the court
that he would not object to
such a direction.

Oon March 25, the high
court had allowed a plea by
Maran to summon the
Union Telecommunication
Secretary to depose as a
court witness before the

trial courtin Chennaiin the
case.

The high court had said
that Secretary’s evidence
was relevant to determining
whether Maran, who was
Minister of Communications
and Information Technology
between 2004 and 2007,
was entitled to service-cat-
egory telecom connections
during the relevant period.

The trial court by its order
dated October 10, 2025, had
rejected Maran’s prayer to
summon the telecom secre-
tary as the court witness.

The charges date back to
the time when Maran was
the Union minister for
telecommunications and
information technology in
the UPA-1 Government.

The CBI has alleged that
he misused his official posi-
tion and got private

telephone exchanges
installed at his various res-
idences here which were
used for business transac-
tions of the Sun Network.
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India’s forex kitty swells
$9.9 to $716.9 billion

India's forex reserves jumped $9.905 billion to
$716.907 billion during the week ended August 14, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said on Friday.

In the previous reporting week ended August 7, the
overall kitty had jumped $14.136 billion to $707.002
billion. Reserves had expanded to an all-time high of
$728.494 billion during the week ended February 27 this
year before the onset of the Middle East conflict that led to
several weeks of a drop as the rupee came under pressure
and the RBI had to intervene in the forex market through
dollar sales. For the week ended August 14, foreign
currency assets, a major component of the reserves,
increased $7.225 billion to $ 581.851 billion, the central

bank’s data showed.

Expressed in dollar terms, foreign currency assets include
the effects of appreciation or depreciation of non-US units,
such as the euro, pound, and yen, held in foreign exchange
reserves. The RBI and the government had launched a
series of measures to attract more forex flows into the
country last month, including the FCN (B) measure. The
country has so far received $56.85 billion under the

concessional swap measures till August 13.

(PTI)

Stock markets end flat as
elevated oil prices cap gains
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Market benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty ended flat
on Friday, a day after registering a rebound, as elevated
crude oil prices induced by geopolitical uncertainties
and a sharp fall in the US markets made investors
cautious. In a largely range-bound trade, the 30-share
BSE Sensex ended almost unchanged from the previous
close at 77,540.83, up 3.11 points. During the day, it hit
a high of 77,725.67 and a low of 77,445.86, gyrating
279.81 points. The 50-share NSE Nifty also ended flat,
up 20.15 points, or 0.08 per cent, at 24,252.

A rebound in US Treasury yields and persistently
elevated crude oil prices discouraged investors from taking

aggressive directional positions, an expert said.

(PTI)

The Pi

foneer &5

BHOPAL | SATURDAY | AUGUST 22, 2026

BUSINESS

Govt debunks ethanol link to sugar price surge

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

With sugar prices increasing
rapidly, the Government has
taken a series of measures to
ensure a steady supply and
has debunked claims that
the surge was due to sugar
diverted for ethanol produc-
tion. In a related develop-
ment, Pakistan sugar pro-
ducers have urged the
Government to explore pos-
sibilities to export the item to
India after it allowed duty-
free imports. Sugar is being
sold from %68 to %72 a kg in
the retail markets.

The Government attributed
the increase to lower-than-
expected sugar production,
stronger demand ahead of
the festive season, weather-
related crop damage, tighten-
ing global supplies and spec-
ulation and hoarding by some

sections of the industry. “Itis
incorrect to attribute the
recent increase in sugar prices
to diversion of sugar for
ethanol production,” the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs,
Food & Public Distribution
said in a statement. The
Government also stated that
the global market is also
facing tighter supplies.
According to the govern-
ment’s website, retail sugar
prices rose to ¥55.70 a kg on
August 20 from348.18 a kg on
July 20. The share of sugar
diverted for making ethanol
for doping in petrol, has, in
fact, declined to around 9 per
cent in the 2025-26 season
from about 12 per cent in
2022-23, while nearly three-
fourths of India’s ethanol
production now comes from
grains, particularly maize, it
said. To curb the price rise
and ensure adequate avail-

ability, the Government has
imposed a stock limit of 400
tonnes on sugar dealers
nationwide until November
30. From September 1, bulk
consumers will also be
barred from holding stocks
exceeding 15 days of con-
sumption. The government
has also approved duty-free
imports of 1 million tonnes of
raw sugar and ordered phys-
ical verification of stocks at

mills by joint central and
state government teams to
check hoarding and artificial
scarcity. The ministry said
domestic sugar production in
the current season is expect-
ed to be around 30.6 million
tonnes, compared with an
initial estimate of about 34.3
million tonnes by sugarcane-
growing states.

It attributed the shortfall to
Red Rot and Top Borer dis-

eases affecting sugarcane, as
well as waterlogging caused
by excess rainfall. It said
existing stocks remain ade-
quate to meet domestic
demand until the new crush-
ing season begins in October.

The government estimates
a sugar deficit of about 3.3
million tonnes in 2026-27,
while international sugar
prices have risen more than
16 per cent to $ 552 a tonne
on August 20 from $ 474 a
tonne on June 30.

The government said the
ethanol programme has
helped address structural sur-
pluses in the sugar industry,
strengthening mill finances
and improving payments to
farmers. India typically pro-
duces 32-34 million tonnes of
sugar annually against
domestic consumption of
about 28-29 million tonnes. In
surplus years, excess invento-

ries can lock up working
capital at mills and contribute
to delays in payments to sug-
arcane farmers.

As of August 20, 97 per
cent of sugarcane dues for
the 2025-26 season had been
paid, the government said. It
added that the industry’s
improved finances had
reduced its dependence on
government support, with
around 14,600 crore in sub-
sidies provided between
2014 and 2021 but no similar
subsidy announced since
2021-22. The Government has
also advised states and mills
to begin crushing from
October 15. This is expected
to lift October sugar pro-
duction to more than 1
million tonnes, compared
with the usual 300,000-
400,000 tonnes, helping
strengthen supplies during
the festive season.

UP, Japan to deepen cooperation in
advanced tech, skill growth: CM Yogi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh and Japan will deepen coop-
eration in semiconductors, advanced technol-
ogy, skill development, employment and
tourism, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said
after meeting Japanese Ambassador to India

Ono Keiichi here on Friday.

The Japanese side said a team of industry
representatives will visit Uttar Pradesh to
explore opportunities in the semiconductor
sector. A Japanese industry team is also sched-
uled to visit Semicon India and HCL

Technologies in September.

The two sides also discussed Japanese
investment in Uttar Pradesh, with Adityanath
highlighting opportunities ranging from
MSMEs to large industries. Japanese compa-
nies, including Yamaha, Denso, NTT DATA,
Toyo Ink, and Panasonic already have a
presence in the state. Skill development
was another key focus, with discussions on
setting up centres to train Uttar Pradesh youth
according to the requirements of Japanese
industries. Opportunities in manufacturing,
agriculture and nursing care were also dis-

approved. The

cussed. Japan has also sought Uttar Pradesh’s
participation in Tourism EXpo Japan 2026 in
September, which the chief minister

state plans to showcase its

Buddhist, cultural and heritage tourism des-
tinations. The meeting comes as a delegation
of more than 200 Japanese industry represen-
tatives is visiting Uttar Pradesh.

Several MoUs have been signed, with pro-
posed investments expected to generate
around 10,000 jobs.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh and Japan’s
Yamanashi Prefecture have
taken a step towards
strengthening institutional
ties with the signing of an
MoU between their legislative
bodies, officials said on
Friday. Yamanashi Prefecture
is alandlocked region border-
ing Tokyo, known for housing
the northern half of Mount
Fuji in Japan.

According to a press state-
ment, the MoU was signed
by Uttar Pradesh Assembly
Speaker Satish Mahana and
Hidenori Miyamoto, chair-
man of the Yamanashi
Prefectural Assembly, during
avisit by a Japanese delega-
tion to the state legislature
on Friday. The agreement
provides for regular dia-
logue, exchange of infor-

mation and experiences,

UP inks MoU with Japan’s Yamanashi;
paves way for dialogue, cooperation

anitr,
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and reciprocal visits by del-
egations of the two legisla-
tures, officials said.

The Japanese delegation
toured the assembly
complex and was briefed on
the functioning of the House,
its role and its historical
and democratic legacy. The
MoU envisages cooperation
in areas including economy,
tourism, agriculture, educa-
tion and human resource
development, besides
exchange of technology,
knowledge and skills.

Mahana briefed the delega-
tion on Uttar Pradesh’s
development journey and
highlighted the state’s cul-
tural and spiritual heritage,
including Kashi and the
Buddhist Circuit.

The agreement is expect-
ed to strengthen people-to-
people ties and create oppor-
tunities for wider coopera-
tion between Uttar Pradesh
and Yamanashi in invest-
ment, education, skill devel-
opment, tourism and other
sectors, officials added.

DGGI busts hidden pan masala units, detects ¥185 cr evasion

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Directorate General of GST
Intelligence (DGGI) officers
have unearthed a clandes-
tine pan masala and
tobacco manufacturing
network in Uttar Pradesh
and seized 27 undeclared
pouch-packing machines
and detected tax evasion of
about %185 crore, the finance
ministry said on Friday.
The Lucknow Zonal Unit of
DGGI busted a clandestine
manufacturing operation for
pan masala, scented jarda
and gutkha across six premis-
es in Chitrakoot and Banda
districts of Uttar Pradesh.

Searches around midnight
on August 18 at these premis-
es led to the detection of 27
undeclared pouch-packing
machines, comprising 6
machines for scented jarda, 9
for pan masala and 12 for
dohara/desi gutkha. Mixing,
areca nut crushing and drying
machines were also found.

The operation also result-
ed in the seizure of 15,50,922
pouches of finished goods,
comprising pan masala,
chewing tobacco, scented
jarda and sugandhit supari.
Raw material and packing
material seized include 32.9
MT of areca nut and cut
areca nut, 2.8 MT of tobacco,
8.4 MT of packing material,

pouches and laminates, 470
kg of katha powder, 850 kg
of glycerine, 545 kg of
essence and 256 kg of
unpacked pan masala.
Evasion of GST, cess and
central excise duty of %185
crore has been detected so

far, the ministry said.
Evidence indicates that the
operation was run through a
network of unregistered
premises using undeclared
machinery, and the finished
goods were cleared clandes-
tinely without payment of

applicable GST, HSNS Cess
and Central Excise duty.

The proprietor of the man-
ufacturing firm was prima
facie found to be the person
organising and managing the
clandestine manufacture and
clearance. He was arrested
on August 19 under Section 26
of the Health se National
Security Cess Act, 2025 and
the Central Excise Act.

A capacity-based cess and
taxation regime came into
effect on February 1, 2026, in
the pan masala and tobacco
sector. Under the Health
Security se National Security
Cess Act, 2025 (HSNS), a capac-
ity-based monthly cess is
applicable on pan masala,

which is computed based on
the number, type and capac-
ity of packing machines
installed.

A similar capacity-based
central excise levy is imposed
on chewing tobacco, jarda
and gutkha under the Central
Excise Act, 1944.
Unscrupulous manufactur-
ers try to avoid these imposts
by using undeclared
machines clandestinely.

To counter this, the
Directorate General of GST
Intelligence (DGGI) has
stepped up intelligence-led
enforcement in this sector,
combining data analytics
with coordinated field oper-
ations across its formations.

Foreign trade policy changes to
add flexibility for exporters

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The amendment in certain
provisions of the Foreign
Trade Policy to make it easier
for exporters to invoice over-
seas sales and receive pay-
ments in Indian rupees will
promote rupee international-
isation in trade settlement
while providing exporters
greater flexibility and cer-
tainty, Cll said on Friday.
Sanjay Budhia, Chairman of
the CII National Committee
on EXIM and MD — Patton
International, said Indian

industry remains committed
to working closely with the
Government to build on this
momentum and further
deepen India’s global trade
competitiveness.

The notification by the
directorate general of foreign
trade (DGFT) has made it
easier for exporters to invoice

overseas transactions and
receive payments in Indian
rupees. He said that Indian
industry welcomes the
Government’s continued
efforts to simplify and mod-
ernise India’s foreign trade
framework, further easing
the ecosystem for exporters.
Rupee export proceeds,
other than for Nepal and
Bhutan, routed through
approved banking channels
will now qualify for FTP ben-
efits and count toward fulfil-
ment of Export Obligations, at
par with foreign-currency
realisations, he said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Indian Auto LPG Coalition
(IAC) on Friday urged the
Government to include Auto
LPG-powered commercial
vehicles in a proposed five-
year extension of the age
limit for certain vehicles oper-
ating under the national
permit system.

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MORTH) has proposed
extending the prescribed
vehicle age limit by five years
for battery-operated, hydro-
gen fuel-based and natural
gas-driven commercial vehi-

cles covered by the national

permit regime. Welcoming
the proposal, the IAC said
Auto LPG vehicles that meet
prescribed safety, fitness and
emission standards should
also qualify for the extension,
arguing that cleaner-mobil-
ity policy should remain
technology-neutral.

“The proposed five-year
extension for EVs, hydrogen
and natural gas vehiclesis a
welcome step, but cleaner
mobility policy cannot be
technology-selective. Auto
LPG must also be included. It
is a proven, readily available
and cost-effective transport
fuel that can reduce vehicu-
lar emissions today, includ-
ing through the conversion

of suitable existing petrol
vehicles. If the objective is to
encourage cleaner trans-
portation, every viable tech-
nology should have an
opportunity to qualify based
on its emissions perfor-
mance, safety, affordability,

infrastructure readiness and
contribution to energy secu-
rity,” said Suyash Gupta,
Director General, Indian Auto
LPG Coalition. The coalition
said any age extension for
Auto LPG vehicles should
remain conditional on com-

Auto LPG industry seeks 3-year extension for commerc1al vehicles

pliance with mandatory
fitness, safety, emission and
other regulatory require-
ments. The IAC’s proposal
comes as India seeks to accel-
erate the shift toward cleaner
road transport while a large
existing vehicle fleet remains
on the country’s roads.

The coalition said EVs and
hydrogen-powered vehicles
could play a growing role in
the longer-term transition,
but replacing the existing
fleet entirely would take
years. Converting suitable
petrol vehicles to Auto LPG,
it said, could offer an alterna-
tive way to reduce emis-
sions from vehicles already
in operation.

Govt says 29 FDI proposals worth <4,893.65 cr
reported after easmg 10% Chlnese stake rule

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

As many as 29 FDI proposals
totalling about %4,895.65 crore
(over $ 500 million) have
been reported so far follow-
ing the government’s decision
in May to permit overseas
companies with up to 10 per
cent Chinese shareholding
to invest in India under the
automatic route, an official
statement said on Friday.
Before May, these compa-
nies, even with a minor stake
held by an individual or firm
from a country sharing land

border with India, were
required to seek government
approval to invest in any
sectorin India. Following the
demand from the stakehold-

ers, the government
amended the norms.

As per the amendments,
foreign companies having a
Chinese/Hong Kong share-

holding of up to 10 per cent
are eligible to invest in India
in sectors where FDI is permit-
ted under the automatic
route, subject to sectoral con-
ditions. However, these
relaxed FDI rules do not apply
to entities registered in China
or Hong Kong or other coun-
tries sharing land borders
with India. Countries that
share land border with India
are China, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan,
Myanmar, and Afghanistan.
The finance ministry notified
the changes to this effect
under FEMA on May 1, 2026.

US markets struggle to find posmve ending

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Hong Kong

US markets pointed higher
early on Friday, but for the
first time in a month, major
indexes are all at risk of
closing the week in
negative territory.

The futures for the S&P 500
rose 0.3 per cent, the Dow
Jones Industrial Average
gained 0.4 per cent and
Nasdaq futures climbed 0.6
per cent. For the week, the
Dow and the S&P are down
1.81 per cent and 1.85 per
cent, respectively, before the
opening bell, and the Nasdaq
is down 2.48 per cent. It

would be the second consec-

utive week of losses for the

Dow. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent this week
attempted to put a lid on
longer-term borrowing costs,
which have weighed on

markets, but the results have
been muted.

The Treasury announced
Wednesday that it will at
least double the size of its
planned purchases of longer-

term government debt, and
Bessent signalled Thursday
that the repurchase program
could be larger.

The announcement tem-
porarily brought down gov-
ernment bond yields, which
have been elevated by con-
cerns about high inflation
partly caused by the war in
Iran and rising US govern-
ment debt. But economists
believe the effect on bond
yields is temporary.

The yield on the US 10-year
Treasury was around 4.70
per cent, up from nearly
4.64 per cent on Thursday
and back near its level before
the Treasury Department’s
announcement.
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PAKISTAN

Gunmen Kkill
cop in KPK

A Pakistani policeman
was killed when
unidentified gunmen
attacked him while
returning from duty in
northwest Pakistan's
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KPK) province, police
said on Friday.

The gunmen
ambushed Assistant Sub-
Inspector Dost
Muhammad, additional
in-charge of Khatan
Police Post, in the Main
Malakand Road area in
District Mardan late
Thursday night, a police
official said.

According to police,
the ASI was returning to
the police post on his
motorcycle after
performing duty at the
Tablighi Markaz Jhanday
when he came under
attack. A Rescue 1122
medical team and
ambulance reached the
scene after being
informed of the incident
and shifted his body to
Hospital Takht Bhai
for post-mortem.  (PTI)

| USA |
Drought hits
Virgin Islands

The US Government has
declared a drought
disaster in the US Virgin
Islands as dry conditions
persist. St Thomas, St
John and St Croix are all
experiencing an extreme
drought, according to the
US Drought Monitor.

The declaration
announced will allow
farmers and agricultural
producers to seek federal
emergency loans."Our
farmers are essential to
our food security, our
economy and our way of
life," Gov Albert said in a
statement. He had
requested the federal
declaration earlier this
month. "This declaration
does not make the
drought disappear, but it
gives our farmers another
tool to withstand its
effects," he said.

The deepening
drought also has affected
neighbouring Puerto,
where officials recently
implemented water
rationing measures for
certain neighbourhoods
in seven cities, including
San Juan, the island’s
Capital. (AP)

Myanmar military strike Kills
14 at Buddhist monastery

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Bangkok

An airstrike on Friday by
Myanmar’s military on a
Buddhist monastery in
Myanmar’s central Sagaing
region killed 14 people
who were taking part in a
week-long meditation
retreat, an Opposition group
and a resident said.

The attack is the latestin a
series of frequent and deadly
aerial strikes targeting armed
pro-democracy forces and
ethnic armed groups in the
country. The strikes often
cause civilian casualties.

The attack occurred on

Friday at 9 am in Swel Le Oh
village in Myaung township,
about 75 kilometers (45 miles)
west of Mandalay, the
country’s second-largest city,
according to Nway 0o, a

spokesperson for the Civil
Defence and Security
Organisation of Myaung
Township, or CDSOM. Nway
0o said 14 people, including
three women, were killed

and 20 others were wounded
when a jet fighter dropped a
bomb in the compound of
the village’s monastery.

A villager who spoke on
condition of anonymity also
confirmed the death toll to The
Associated Press. The villager
said the jet fighter dropped
two bombs 15 minutes apart,
with the second bomb damag-
ing a house near the
monastery where more than
100 people were on a week-
long retreat during Buddhist
Lent. The villager, who lost a
relative in the airstrike, said
that people fled to a nearby
community after burying
bodies of the victims.

Iran’s Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Oallbaf gatherlng with members of Iraq’s Popular Mobilization
Forces during a visit to the grave of Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the Iraqi paramilitary commander killed alongside
Qassem Soleimani in a 2020 US drone strike at Wadi al-Salam cemetery in Najaf, Iraq AP

US Army plane crashes near Alaska

BECKY BOHRER M Juneau

A small plane chartered by
the US Army Corps of
Engineers travelling to the
site of a remote aircraft-track-
ing radar in western Alaska
crashed near its destination,
killing all eight people
aboard, the US military said.

The crash happened
Thursday near Cape
Newenham Long Range
Radar Site Airport, approxi-
mately 725 kilometres west of
Anchorage, Alaska.

The twin-engine Cessna
441 was scheduled to land
there after taking off from the
Ted Stevens Anchorage
International Airport, the
Federal Aviation
Administration said Friday.

Clint Johnson, the National
Transportation Safety Board’s
Alaska region chief, said two
pilots and six passengers
were on board. No names
were immediately released,
but two US Army Corps of
Engineers employees were
among the passengers, the
Joint Base Elemdorf-
Richardson, a military facili-
ty in Anchorage, said in
a statement.

“This is a devastating loss
for our military family and the
communities we serve,” US
Air Force Lt. Gen. Robert
Davis, commander of Alaskan
Command, the Alaskan North
American Aerospace Defence
Command Region and
Eleventh Air Force, said in
a statement.

The NTSB and the FAA are
investigating the crash. It
happened in foggy weather,
according to information
compiled by a service that’s
part of the Flight Safety
Foundation, a nonprofit.

The airport is a private mil-

UK marks first National
Day for victims and
survivors of terronsm

ADITI KHANNA B London

The UK marked its first
National Day for Victims and
Survivors of Terrorism on
Friday, to be commemorat-
ed annually with aceremo-
ny to recognise and
support those impacted by
terrorist attacks.

A ceremony in London
brought together hundreds of
victims, survivors, bereaved
families, emergency respon-
ders and Government repre-
sentatives. A two-minute
silence honoured those lost
to and affected by terrorism
and those whose lives have
been changed forever as a
result of a terror strike.

“I am proud that we now
have a national day to
honour victims and survivors
of terrorism,” said UK Prime
Minister Andy Burnham.

“There is something
remarkable about how we
come together as a country in
those darkest moments. As
time passes, most people go
back to their lives, but for
those who lived through the
trauma, there is no return
to normality.

“Today matters because it
says you are not alone. You
have not been forgotten.
This is a moment to remem-
ber the loved ones lost and
anyone who has survived
the very worst of humanity,”
he said. The new National
Day, whichwillbe observed
every year on August 21,
follows campaigning by
victims and survivors of ter-

rorist attacks for better
recognition and to raise
awareness of the impacts of
terrorism. The chosen date
coincides with the United
Nations International Day of
Remembrance and Tribute to
the Victims of Terrorism,
which began in 2017.

“I know how much this
day will mean to people
across the country. I encour-
age everyone to join us by
taking some time to reflect on
the experiences of victims,
survivors and all those whose
lives have been changed
forever by terrorism” said UK
Security Minister Dan Jarvis.

The commemorations
follow two terrorist attacks in
the past 12 months in the UK
- at Heaton Park Synagogue
and Golders Green in London
- and ahead of the 10th
anniversaries of five terrorist
attacks in the UK in 2017.

The Home Office said that
the National Day builds on the
Government’s commitment
to support those affected by
terrorism, following the launch
of a new 24/7 Support Hub
forvictims and survivors of ter-
rorism in june. (PTI)

-
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itary site. The radar site is
managed by the Pacific Air
Forces Regional Support
Centre. It’s part of a network
of remote radar sites that
tracks aircraft operating in
Alaska’s airspace and along
its borders, the statement
from Alaskan Command said.

The statement did not
provide details on the specif-
ic work the individuals were
doing. It referred to the plane
involved as a “civilian-con-
tracted aircraft.”

Davis described those on
board as “dedicated profes-
sionals carrying out a vital
mission in a demanding envi-
ronment. Our absolute prior-
ity right now is providing
unwavering support to their
families, friends and team-
mates during this devastating
time. We are profoundly
grateful for the swift and
tireless response of our
search and recovery profes-
sionals.”US Sen. Lisa
Murkowski of Alaska posted
online that the flight was
operated by Security Aviation,
an airplane charter company

based in Anchorage.

An email was sent to the
company Friday morning
seeking comment.

“I'join Alaskans in offering
condolences as we learn of
the plane crash in Cape
Newenham,” Murkowski
posted Thursday night.

“I've travelled extensively
with Security Aviation
throughout Alaska, and have
met many of their experi-
enced pilots. | appreciate the
US Coast Guard, NTSB, Alaska
State Troopers, and the
Rescue Coordination Centre
for responding to the site.
Alaska is praying for those on
board, their loved ones, and
the team at Security Aviation.”

In 1950, a continental
defence radar station was
built at Cape Newenham as
part of the Distant Early
Warning Line to warn of a
Soviet attack during the
Cold War, according to
Coastview, a science educa-
tion nonprofit that promotes
understanding of the Alaska
coast. Little remains of the
former station today. (AP)

US to accept new Form 1-485 for green
card appllcatlons from September 18

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Il Washington

A new application form for
green card will come into
effect next month and any
submissions made using the
older versions will be reject-
ed after September 18, the
United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services
(USCIS) has said.

The new Form 1-485 to
Register Permanent
Residence or Adjust Status
replaces the January 20, 2025
edition and aligns with the
new public charge rules that
come into effect from

September 18, said the USCIS,
operating under the
Department of Homeland
Security. The USCIS will reject
the January 20, 2025 edition
of Form 1-485 if it is post-
marked or electronically sub-

mitted on or after September
18. The agency is providing a
preview version of the new
edition of Form I-485 and its
instructions because there is
no grace period for accept-
ing the revised edition. It has

made it clear to applicants
not to file the revised edition
of Form [-485 before
September 18.

The old version of Form I-
485 will be accepted only if
itis postmarked or electron-
ically submitted before
September 18. Earlier, the
Trump administration
expanded the definition of
“public charge” to deny
immigration applications of
those availing benefits such
as Medicaid, food stamps or
any subsistence aid from
the Government. The new
“public charge” rules come
into effect on September18.
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Odisha’s Kruti
Coffee launches
first international
cafein London

Fakhrul Islam Alamgir takes
oath as Bangladesh'’s President

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

Veteran politician Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir was on Friday sworn in as
Bangladesh’s 23rd President.

Alamgir, a longtime secretary general of
the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party,
was administered the oath by Jatiya
Sangsad (Parliament) Acting Speaker
Kayser Kamal at the Darbar Hall of
Bangabhaban, the official office-cum-res-

idence of the head of state.

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman,
Opposition Leader Shafiqur Rahman,
former Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus,
Cabinet ministers, top army brass and
several other officials were present at the

oath ceremony.

Ahead of his oath ceremony, Alamgir
visited the graves of BNP founder Ziaur
Rahman and former prime minister
Khaleda Zia and offered prayers. Alamgir,

a close ally of Khaleda Zia, defeated his
L R R R R R TR

Data warns Ebola outbreak could triple in size: Health agency

lone rival Colonel (retd) Oli Ahmed, the
nominee of the Jamaat-e-Islami-led 11-
party opposition alliance, in the first con-
tested poll for the post in 35 years .

The 78-year-old BNP stalwart secured 255
votes while Oli Ahmad bagged 88 votes.

It was the first contested presidential
election in Bangladesh since 1991, as the
office had largely been filled through
consensus and uncontested polls in
recent decades.
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CHINEDU ASADU M Abuja

The Ebola outbreak that is spread-
ing at unprecedented speed in
Congo has not peaked yet and
could be three times the current
known size, according to data from
authorities and Africa’s top public
health agency.

It is history’s fastest Ebola out-
break, and the World Health
Organisation says it is on track to
surpass the deadliest on record,
which was between 2014 and 2016,
with over 11,000 deaths across West
Africa. This latest outbreak has
recorded 2,516 deaths out of the
5,290 confirmed cases as it rages in
Congo’s vast eastern region, exac-
erbated by an intensely mobile
population, including those dis-
placed by armed conflicts, and dis-
trust of medical authorities. Less
than 10 per cent of cases are current-
ly coming from known contacts, far

e —

below the 90-95 per cent rate when

the outbreak can be said to be under
control, according to Yap Boum,
head of emergency preparedness
and response at the Africa CDC.
Boum told reporters on Thursday
that under current estimates, only
30-40 per cent of cases have been
detected. Compared to the 2014-

2016 West Africa Ebola outbreak that
ended with over 28,000 cases,
including more than 11,000 deaths,
this outbreak has recorded ten
times more cases and seven times
more deaths by the 13th week from
when it was declared, data from the
Africa CDC shows.

Congo’s deadliest Ebola outbreak
before now had been that of 2018-
2020 with 3,400 cases and more
than 2,200 deaths.

This is moving 18 times faster in
terms of confirmed cases and 13
times faster regarding deaths. One
key source of concern is that experts
believe the outbreak began spread-
ing from the mining town of
Mongbwalu as early as February,
months before authorities declared
the outbreak on May 15.

Africa CDC data from the past
three weeks shows the contact
tracing rate of those exposed to
patients is 82 per cent out of 19,630

contacts in total. But that doesn’t
give the full picture. The agency said
with an average of 60 contacts per
confirmed case, it was expecting
99,780 contacts to be recorded for
the 1,663 cases it said it confirmed
in that three-week period.
However, many of those con-
tacts are not known, and therefore
cannot be contacted for follow-up.
Therefore, the “actual contact
tracing rate is only 16 per cent of the
expected,” the Africa CDC said in its
update. Itis caused by Bundibugyo
virus, which has no approved vac-
cines or treatments, unlike the
most common Ebola virus type. Its
symptoms are also milder, which
could mean that many patients
feel less immediate need to alert
responders or seek treatment.
The health zones affected in
the outbreak have grown from
three at the onset to 56 across
six provinces. (AP)

ADITI KHANNA B London

Kruti Coffee, a specialty coffee
brand that began its journey
from the tribal coffee farms of
Odisha, embarked on its
global expansion with the
launch of its first UK cafe.
After receiving its first
coffee consignment from
Kolkata following the imple-
mentation of the India-UK
Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement (CETA)
last month, Kruti Coffee
opened the doors to its new
cafe on Tooting High Street in
south London this week.
The firstinternational store
is designed to offer a compre-
hensive specialty coffee expe-
rience, featuring a range of
manual brewing methods as
well as espresso-based bev-
erages prepared using Kruti
Coffee’s signature 100 per
cent Arabica house blend.
“What began as an effort to
revive a forgotten coffee plan-
tation in Koraput has grown
into a journey of showcasing
the incredible potential of
Indian specialty coffee to the
world,” said Jeeta Mona, co-
founder of Kruti Coffee.
“Opening our first interna-
tional cafe in London is a
proud milestone-not just for
Kruti Coffee, but for the farmers
and communities whose ded-
ication makes every cup
possible,” she said. (PTI)

L N T T T T

Imran Khan’s party slams Pak Govt for defying SC order, threatens nationwide protests

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
M Islamabad/Peshawar

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

on Friday slammed the
Government for defying the

apex court’s order by pre-

venting Imran Khan from
being admitted to a hospital
and threatened to launch
nationwide protests if the

former premier is not

released from jail.
The Supreme Court on

August 18 ordered that 73-

year-old PTI founder be
shifted from Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi to private-owned
Shifa International Hospital
for medical care and that he
remain admitted till

September 16. Instead, Khan

Ex-Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan'’s sister Uzma Khan speaking
during a press conference in Islamabad, Pakistan PTI

was taken to state-run
Pakistan Institute of Medical
Sciences (PIMS) in Islamabad
on Thursday night, where
doctors from Al-Shifa were
also present. After undergo-

ing medical examination at
the PIMS, Khan was moved
back to Adiala Jail.

The party has threatened to
launch along march towards
Islamabad on September 26 if

Khan remains incarcerated,
demanding legal access,
court-ordered medical treat-
ment, and ultimately his
release. Addressing the media
in Islamabad, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi said the party
would intensify its movement.

Terming the alleged viola-
tion of the apex court’s order
“unfortunate”, Afridi said the
party’s legal team would ini-
tiate legal proceedings,
warning that the situation
could undermine public con-
fidence in the judiciary and
the rule of law. He said
Khan had instructed him to
intensify the party’s move-
ment, adding that the cam-
paign would now proceed

“at a faster pace”. Afridi
claimed that the Government
and establishment were
giving the impression that
they were above the
Constitution and law and
had no fear of judicial orders.
“I'will visit Hangu tomorrow
and Buner the day after, and
thereafter I will travel across
Pakistan,” he said.

He alleged that the judicia-
ry and the public were being
misled over the former prime
minister’s health. Meanwhile,
Khan'’s sister Uzma Khan also
addressed a separate press
conference in Islamabad
alongside his personal physi-
cian Dr Faisal Sultan, sharing
details of her visit to the jail on
Thursday night and what tran-

spired at PIMS. After arriving at
Adiala Jail, Uzma said she was
taken to PIMS and asked to sit
in an office. Later, she said she
was taken to anotherroom to
meet his brother, who asked
why he was taken to PIMS
instead of Shifa.

“He (Khan) asked me what
was happening (at PIMS),
and I told him he would be
taken to Shifa International
Hospital for complete exam-
ination and, if required, any
treatment. He was happy
with that,” Uzma said.

She said that Khan asked
her to stay with him at PIMS,
adding that he kept telling
her just one thing: that he
had been subjected
to “cruelty”. (PTI)
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US, South Korea cut short military drill

HYUNG-JIN KIM M Seoul

The US and South Korean
militaries wrapped up their
annual drill six days earlier
than initially scheduled on
Friday in a conciliatory
gesture toward North Korea,
though the North said the
step isn’t enough to per-
suade it to return to talks.
US President Donald
Trump had earlier abruptly
ordered the Pentagon to
“substantially reduce” the
Ulchi Freedom Shield exer-
cise just before it began on
Monday. Trump cited what
he described as a good rela-
tionship with North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un and South
Korea’s refusal to support
him over the war in Iran.
South Korea’s military said
the Ulchi Freedom Shield, a
command post exercise with
the US, ended on Friday.
This month’s exercise was
initially reportedly sched-

uled to be held in two phases
for 11 days in simulation of
North Korean attacks — the
first part until Friday on
defensive operations and
the second part until August
27 on counteroffensive oper-
ations. North Korea is

extremely sensitive to the
second phase.

South Korea and the US
had also planned to hold 14
joint field training exercises
during the Ulchi Freedom
Shield period. But they’ve
agreed to halve them as

well, according to South
Korea’s military. Kim Yo Jong,
the influential sister of North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un,
brushed aside Trump’s over-
ture on Wednesday, saying
that reducing the duration
and size of the drills won’t
change their “provocative,
aggressive nature.”

The next day, North Korea
fired about 10 short-range
ballistic missiles toward the
sea, apparently following
through with its previous
threat to respond to the US-
South Korean drills that it
views as an invasion
rehearsal.

The US Pacific Command
said the events didn’t pose
an immediate threat to US
territory or its allies. The
command said the US
remains committed to the
defence of the US homeland
and its allies in the region.

Kim Yo Jong’s statement
dampened hopes for an early

resumption of talks between
Trump and Kim Jong Un,
whose earlier nuclear diplo-
macy collapsed in 2019.

Kim Jong Un has used the
diplomatic stalemate to
increase his leverage by mod-
ernising his nuclear and
missile arsenals and aligning
with Russia over its war
against Ukraine. Kim Jong
Un suggested last year that
he won’t return to talks
unless the US drops its
demand for North Korean
denuclearisation as a precon-
dition for diplomacy.

Jong still used relatively
measured language, avoided
typical harsh North Korean
rhetoric and touched upon
what she called an “excellent”
relationship between her
brother and Trump.

This suggests North Korea
doesn’t want to completely
shut the door for future talks
and may seek to win bigger
US concessions, such as inter-

national recognition as a
nuclear state and broad
sanctions relief.

More nuclear weapons,
Russia ties give North Korea
greater leverage With its
supply of ammunition and
troops to Russia, North Korea
is likely receiving economic
and military assistance in
return, and its expanding
ties with Russia provide it
with leverage to ask for
greater support from China,
its biggest trading partner.

“After this strategic play
has run its course, Kim may
seek further economic and
reputational benefits from
Washington,” said Leif-Eric
Easley, a professor at Ewha
University in Seoul.

“But that will probably be
after the US midterm elec-
tions when Trump is expect-
ed to be in a weaker domes-
tic political position and in
search of headline-grabbing
foreign policies.” (AP)

20,000 Pakistanis deported from South
Asia countries due to security concerns

China’s Defense Minister Dong Juﬁ, China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi, Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Sugiono and
Indonesia’s Defence Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin hold hands for a group photo during their 2+2 meeting between
Indonesia and China in Jakarta, Indonesia

AP

M ZULQERNAIN M Lahore

Over 20,000 Pakistani Nationals were
deported from Gulf countries, mostly from
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, in recent months
due to security concerns and multiple
reasons, amid the ongoing conflict between
Iran and the US, according to official data.

According to the Narcotics Control
Ministry data, presented before the National
Assembly, several Pakistanis were also
reportedly detained or deported for filming
or uploading videos and material relating
to Iranian attacks in their cities.

The Pakistani Nationals were deported

between March 1 and July 13

Cooperation Council, comprising six coun-
tries — Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi

Arabia, and the United Arab

ministry said. The deportations were exe-

from the Gulf

Emirates, the

improper documentation.

cuted due to security concerns, overstaying,
illegal entry, begging, drug-related offences,
refusal of asylum claims and forged or

(AP)

Prince Harry, 6 others
to learn nitial cost of
failed Da1ly Mail case

PAN PYLAS B London

Prince Harry and six others,
including Elton John, are set to
find out on Friday how many
millions of pounds they will
have to pay initially to the pub-
lisher of Britain’s Daily Mail
newspaper following their
failed invasion of privacy case.

Following their defeatina
High Court case in London
last month alleging malprac-
tice, such as the illegal
hacking of phones, the high-
profile figures will learn the
scale of their exposure to
the roughly 34 million
pounds in legal costs accu-
mulated by Associated
Newspapers Limited.

The losing claimants are
believed to be insured for
around half that total.

In addition to an initial
payment, which could be up
to 10 million pounds, they will
find out how they will pay the
outstanding amount.

The publisher had strongly
denied the claims made
during the 11-week trial in
London, which ended on July
7when Justice Matthew Nicklin
said there had been a shortage
of evidence to support the
claims and found a possibility
that the reporting came from
legitimate sources. Nicklin is
due to give his decision on the
financial implications of that

decision in a written statement
at 2 pm. Associated
Newspapers has asked for
more than 9.9 million pounds
as an interim payment, while
lawyers for the claimants say
the interim payment should be
just over 7.9 million pounds.
The other high-profile
figures behind the case were
Doreen Lawrence, the anti-
racism activist whose son
Stephen was stabbed to death
in 1993 as he waited for a bus;
Elton John’s film producer
husband David Furnish; actors
Sadie Frost and Liz Hurley;
and politician Simon Hughes.
The judgment comes two
days after it was made public
that Harry and his wife,
Meghan Markle, are moving
back to the UK. The Duke and
Duchess of Sussex, who are no
longer working royals,
decamped to California more
than six years ago but will relo-
cate back later this month to
live in a nonroyal residence
outside London. (AP)

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

Indian envoy Dinesh Trivedi
met Bangladesh Finance
Minister Amir Khosru
Mahmud Chowdhury and
discussed bilateral devel-
opment projects and issues
of mutual interest.

The visit comes amid
uncertainty surrounding
Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman’s visit to India next
month for the BRICS Summit
following fresh strains in
bilateral ties over Dhaka’s
demand for the extradition
of deposed prime minister
Sheikh Hasina. “High
Commissioner Dinesh

Dinesh Trivedi

Trivedi paid a courtesy call
on the Minister of Finance
and Planning of Bangladesh,
Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury, and held dis-
cussions on mutual interest
on economic cooperation
and bilateral development
projects between India and

Bangladesh,” the High
Commission of India in
Bangladesh posted on X.

Trivedi also gifted
Chowdhury a copy of
‘Arthashastra’ by Kautilya.

“Arthashastra says,
‘Education is the best friend.
An educated person is
respected everywhere’,” the
Indian mission quoted from
the book.

Earlier, Trivedi also met
the Minister of Health and
Family Welfare Sardar Md.
Sakhawat Hossain.

“Both sides discussed
issues of mutual benefit
and mutual interest to
further people-to-people
cooperation in the field of

Indian envoy meets Bangladesh Finance Minister

healthcare,” the Indian
mission said.
Bangladesh Foreign
Affairs Adviser Humaiun
Kobir said the possibility of
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman’s visit to
India next month for the
BRICS Summit “remains
slim” unless an appropriate
environment based on
“mutual trust” is created.
Kobir also expressed
resentment over deposed
prime minister Hasina,
who fled to India following
the political upheaval,
being allowed to
use Indian territory for
political activities and
media appearances.

New Opposition group plans
protest in Tunisia

—

GHAYA BEN MBAREK M Tunis

A summer of extreme heat has
left many Tunisians short of
water and electricity — and full
of anger at the country's
leadership. Protesters rallied in
the Capital Tunis , many calling
on President Kais Saied to
leave power.

Mobilised by a new
opposition collective, the
demonstrators pleaded for
improvements to basic utility
services and an end to
medicine shortages, rising
living costs and restrictions on
freedoms. Some denounced
what they described as the
president’s failure to meet the
people’s demands since he
was elected seven years ago.

The protest was called by
the Nafas movement, which
seeks to bring together
political parties and
independent figures beyond
the North African country's
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traditional opposition to
Saied. The umbrella initiative,
launched in May, has been
calling for an end to what it
describes as Government
failure and injustice in the
country that was the
birthplace of the Arab Spring
pro-democracy uprisings.

The protest came during a
summer of extreme heat, with
temperatures reaching up to
50 degrees C (122 F) in some
parts of Tunisia. The heat wave
pushed electricity demand to
record levels and led state-
owned utility STEG to
introduce rationing measures
in several regions.

The power cuts also
affected water pumping
stations, exacerbating long-
running concerns over access
to drinking water . Shelves of
bottled water emptied
quickly as lengthened
blackouts disrupted

factory operations. (AP)

Afghan-American Aisha
Wahab elected to US Congress

SAGAR KULKARNI
W Washington

Aisha Wahab, a progressive
Democrat, won the special
election to California’s 14th
congressional district, making
her the first Afghan-American
elected to the US Congress.

Wahab, 39, defeated
moderate Democrat Melissa
Hernandez in the election for
the seat vacated by Eric
Swalwell amid accusations of
sexual misconduct.

“From foster care to
Congress, this journey shows
the possibility of the American
Dream. Today this district
made history by electing the
first Afghan American to

Congress,” Wahab said in a
statement after the poll results
were announced. Wahab
polled 53.09 per cent of the
total votes cast against
Hernandez's 46.91 per centin
the results announced on
Thursday, two days after
election day. While Wahab will
serve the remainder of
Swalwell’s term until January
20 next year, she is now
poised for a contentious
rematch with Hernandez in
November when they
compete for a full term.
Wahab's parents fled
Afghanistan during the Soviet
invasion and settled in New
York City, where she was born
in 1987. (PT1)
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First group of deportees arrives in troubled Haiti after US ends TPS programme

GERARD MAXINEAU/
DANICA COTO M Cap-Haitien

The US deported more than
160 people to Haiti for the
first time since the Trump
administration won a legal
battle to end Temporary
Protected Status for some
350,000 Haitians.

The plane landed in the
northern Haitian city of Cap-
Haitien because the main
international airport in Port-
au-Prince is considered too
dangerous. The US
Government currently has a
ban on US commercial flights
to Haiti’s capital through
early September because of

ongoing gang violence.

The deportees were clad in
white, and many covered
their faces out of safety as

journalists filmed their
arrival. Nearly all declined to
talk, with some fearing being
targeted by gangs that

control an estimated 70 per
cent of Port-au-Prince and
swaths of land beyond.

The deportees included
TPS holders and Haitians
who had served prison sen-
tences, said Jean Negot
Bonheur Delva, director
general of Haiti’s National
Office of Migration.

“Itis not the Haitian state
that asks for them to be sent
back,” he said. “Our mission
is to welcome migrants of
forced return. We welcome
them with the aim of accom-
panying them to their
home.” Delva noted that
some of the deportees were
not born in Haiti, although

they are of Haitian descent.

He said that several depor-
tees planned to travel to
Haiti’s southern region, a
dangerous journey because
gangs control the main
routes leading to that area
and are known to randomly
open fire on vehicles
passing through.

Others are going to Haiti’s
western region, he said.

“There is one migrant who
knows nothing about Haiti
because he said he was
coming from the Dominican
Republic; that's where he
was born,” Delva said.

He said the Government
would attempt to reunify

him with any potential rela-
tives in Haiti or the
Dominican Republic, where
his mother and father live.
Immigration officials in
Haiti on Thursday offered
deportees a maximum of
$65 and something to drink
and eat. “Those who cannot
reach their homes today, we
will host them in secure
spaces, and the next day the
process will continue until all
migrants return home as
they should,” Delva said.
Delva did not say how many
of the 161 deportees were TPS
holders who had been living
and working legally in the US
since 2010. (AP)
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US sanctions block effort to attract private capital, says Cuba

EDITH M LEDERER
M United Nations

The United States has
demanded that Cuba open
up to private investment,
and Cuba has passed sweep-
ing reforms to encourage
just that. So Cuba’s UN
ambassador says he wants to
know why Washington keeps
piling on sanctions that
stymie the very economic
opening it has sought for
decades.

Ambassador Ernesto
Soberon Guzman, in an inter-
view this week with The
Associated Press, directed his
question to US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, the main
architect of the Trump admin-
istration’s Cuba policy: “What
are you afraid of? If you are
so convinced that the Cuban
Government is an incompe-
tent Government, why do

you need to implement
almost every two weeks new
sanctions?” The US State
Department responded to a
request for comment with a
quote from Rubio saying new
sanctions will continue to
be announced every couple
of weeks to close off “escape
valves that they’re trying to
create in every mechanism.”

Then on Thursday, the US
imposed more economic
penalties on Cuban indus-
tries, targeting state-owned
mining, metal and construc-
tion companies.

Cuba has been pushed to
the brink by an oil blockade
imposed by the United States
in January on top of a
decades-old embargo,
coupled with the escalating
sanctions. The moves by
President Donald Trump’s
administration, meant to put
pressure on the Government

by depriving it of funding,
have worsened already debil-
itating blackouts, cut workers
off from public transport,
crippled infrastructure and
deepened shortages in med-
icine and food in the
Caribbean island nation.
Guzman said the sanctions
are the main obstacle to Cuba
opening up its economy. He
said the impact of the US
measures — specifically the
shortage of electricity and
lack of fuel to run a business
or travel - has turned off
investors and tourists, a major
source of Cuba’s income.
Some companies have
pulled out of Cuba, including
the Spanish hotel chain Melia,
which relied on tourist
revenue and cited “significant
operational, legal, economic
and financial difficulties” in
explaining its decision
to leave. (AP)

2 organisers of Hong Kong’s Tiananmen
vigils convicted in national security case

ASSOCIATED PRESS M Hong Kong

Two former organisers of Hong Kong’s
annual vigils in remembrance of the 1989
Tiananmen Square crackdown were convict-
ed by Government-approved judges Friday
of inciting others to overthrow China’s

communist leadership.

Lee Cheuk-yan and Chow Hang-tung,
former leaders of the Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of Patriotic Democratic Movements
of China, were charged with inciting subver-
sion in 2021 under a China-imposed nation-
al security law that has effectively crushed
the city’s previously thriving pro-democra-
cy movement. The alliance was also found
guilty. They both had pleaded not guilty and
face a maximum prison term of 10 years.

The three judges ruled that the alliance’s
call for “end one-party dictatorship” did not
aim to demand that the ruling Communist
Party return to the system of multiparty
cooperation under the constitution, but to
end its leadership status under the consti-
tution. They said the “end” in the phrase

carried the meaning of “overthrowing”
and “undermining.”

In the verdict, they wrote that the defen-
dants persisted in the call after the
law’s introduction, neglecting that it was
in breach of the constitution, which states
the party’s leadership is an essential char-
acteristic of socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics. That falls within “other unlaw-
ful means”
the judges said.

under the security law,
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Technology helping ICICI
Prudential Life bring down its
savings cost-to-premium ratio

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance’s
sustained investment in
technology and automation
along with other cost
optimisation initiatives has
played a central role in
bringing down its cost-to-
premium ratio for the savings
line of business to 13.6 per centin Q1-FY2027. It has
reduced by 50 basis point over the previous year, even as
the Company continues to scale its business.

Commenting on this, Ganessan Soundiram, Chief
Technology Officer, ICICI Prudential Life Insurance, said, "At
ICICI Prudential Life Insurance, our investments in
bolstering the Company's digital infrastructure have not only
empowered our customers but also enabled us to deliver an
enhanced customer experience across their policy life cycle.
We are leveraging Al, analytics and platforms such as ICICI
Pru Partner Stack, IPRU Edge, etc. to strengthen customer
acquisition, distributor effectiveness, servicing and
operational efficiency.

TOLIC Delhi-2 presented
awards to NBCC and its
employees in various categories

On August 19, Anshuli Arya,
IAS, Secretary, Department of
Official Language, Ministry of
Home Affairs, Government of
India, and Vikas Kumar,
Chairman, TOLIC Delhi
(Undertaking-2) and Managing
Director, DMRC, presented
Trophy/Shield to TD Mairal, GM
(HRM/IR/Rajbhasha), along
with other officials in token of appreciation for the
publication of the 20th edition of NBCC's Hindi In-house
magazine & exemplary promotion of official language.

Additionally, during the same meeting in the Individual
Employee category, Jai Ram, AGM (Finance), Vandana Ojha,
Manager (Official Language), Ramesh Kumar Vaish, Manager
(HRM) and Arvind Kumar Srivastava, Executive (NBCC), have
also received awards for their outstanding performances in
various Rajbhasha competitions.

Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham
PhD admissions 2026 to
close on August 31

Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham
has announced that Ph.D.
admissions for the 2026
intake in Engineering,
Artificial Intelligence, and
Computing will close on
August 31, 2026. All selected
scholars were awarded grants
of up to 25 lakhs, which includes funding for research,
publications, and international travel. Additional tuition fee
waivers are available for eligible women scholars.
Candidates holding a postgraduate degree with at least
60 per cent marks are eligible to apply. GATE/UGC-NET
qualified candidates are exempt from the entrance test.
Interested applicants must apply before the deadline via
www.amrita.edu/phd or contact phd@amrita.edu for details.

Collaboration key to securing India’s
digital financial ecosystem: IBA CEO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

Growing cyber threats,
digital fraud, data protection
and technology risks call for
a collaboration among all
stakeholders to secure the
country’s digital financial
ecosystem, Atul Kumar Goel,
CEO of bankers’ body IBA,
said on Friday.

No single institution can
tackle the challenges of
India’s growing digital finan-
cial ecosystem. Therefore,
there is a need for collabora-
tion between the regulator,
the bank, fintech compa-
nies, technology firms, audi-
tors, forensic experts, acad-
emicians, and the law
enforcement, the chief exec-
utive officer of the Indian
Banks’ Association (IBA), said,
addressing the ICAI-Bharat
DIGIT 2026.

“This collaboration is
essential in the area of fraud
prevention, forensic investi-

Atul Kumar Goel

gation, cybersecurity, data
governance, Al and technol-
ogy-enabled assurance,”
Goel said.

The two-day ICAI-Bharat
DIGIT 2026, organised by the
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI),
seeks to strengthen digital
governance and trust,
promote cyber resilience,
encourage technology-

enabled assurance, enhance
fraud risk management,
build capacity in digital
investigation and foster col-
laboration between regula-
tors, Government and
financial institutions.

He said that customer
trust is very importantin the
banking sector and should
not be breached at any cost.

“If the customer’s trust is

breached, then there is a
challenge in the industry as
well. We look forward to
strengthening collaboration
in fraud prevention, forensic
investigation, cyber security,
data governance, Al and tech-
nology-enabled assurance.

“The future of digital
finance will not be defined
only by how fast we can
innovate; it will be defined
by how confidently people
can trust that innovation,”
Goel added.

Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India
(IBBI) Chairperson Ravi Mital,
who was also present on the
occasion, said as accounting
and financial processes
become increasingly digital,
systems must be designed to
be robust, secure and
resilient from the beginning.

“Professionals must move
beyond routine compliance
to early risk identification
and actionable insights,”
he added.

Jitendra Prasad, VSM, ADG
(East) visits prOJect Udayak

TONY DAS M Guwahati

Jitendra Prasad, VSM, ADG
(East), Border Roads
Organisation, visited the Area
of Responsibility (AoR) of
Project Udayak from 16 to 19
August 2026, reviewing the
progress of works and inter-
acting with personnel
deployed across the challeng-
ing terrain of the Northeast.
During the visit, the ADG
was briefed at Project
Headquarters on the overall
planning, priorities and sched-
ule of works for the current
year, as well as the proposed
plan and schedule for the
ensuing year. He provided
valuable guidance and direc-
tion towards achieving the
project’s operational and
developmental objectives.
The ADG also visited the
forward areas of Project
Udayak and took stock of
the progress of works on the
ground. Drawing upon his
extensive experience in the
Border Roads Organisation

E b s
and his years of service in
demanding operational envi-
ronments, he interacted with
ground executives, listened
to their challenges and pro-
vided practical guidance for
enhancing the execution,
quality and pace of works.

His interaction with the
officers and personnel
working in the field infused a
renewed sense of purpose,
energy and enthusiasm
among the men and women
of Project Udayak.

He urged the entire team
to raise the bar, utilise
their capabilities to the
maximum and achieve
targets much beyond what is
expected of them.

CIJW School adopts

Vai rengte

CoHege

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Aizaw!

In a significant initiative
under the Army-Academia
Modernisation Development
Partnership Programme
(MDPP), Counter Insurgency
and Jungle Warfare School
(CIJWS), Vairengte extended
institutional support to
Vairengte College on Friday.

Vairengte College is a rel-
atively new private institu-
tion with limited resources
and serves an important edu-
cational need in an area
where opportunities for
higher studies remain
limited. Recognising its
potential and relevance to
the local population, CljwW
School has adopted the
College with a view to assist-
ing its gradual growth and
improving the facilities avail-
able to students.

As part of the initiative, Maj

Gen Kulvir Singh, SM, PhD,
Commandant, CIJW School
handed over furniture for
use by the College. The con-
tribution will help improve
classroom and institutional
facilities and provide stu-
dents with a more conducive
environment for learning.

The programme was
attended by representatives
of the civil administration,
faculty and students of
Vairengte College and repre-
sentatives of CIJW School.

Addressing the gathering,
the Commandant highlight-
ed the importance of making
quality education more
accessible to students in
Vairengte. He also
emphasised the value of sus-
tained cooperation between
institutions in creating
opportunities for young
people and enabling them to
pursue their aspirations
closer to home.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Faridabad

Minister Rajesh Nagar to Inaugurate
mega health camp n Tlgaon today

the

and Amrita Hospital with
the objective of providing
accessible and free health-
care services to people in
the region.

The mega health camp
will offer free consultation
with specialist doctors for a
range of health-related
problems. Along with
general health check-ups,
facilities will be available for
the diagnosis and consulta-
tion of orthopaedic and
gynaecological conditions.

Basic health screening
tests, including blood pres-
sure, blood sugar, BMI and
cholesterol, will also be
conducted free of cost. To
promote early detection
and prevention of breast
cancer among women, free
mammography tests will

HOW TO SOLVE IT

Sudoku is a logic
puzzle where you fill

a 9x9 grid so that
numbers 1to 9
appear once in every

row, column, and 3x3

box, using elimination
and logical deduction-

no maths involved.
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ACROSS

party? (2-3)

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
SATURDAY| AUGUST 22, 2026

SOLUTION (21.8.26)

ACROSS

9, Played out
10, Overt-one
12, Like

13, Art-l-st

14, Odor-0-us
15, On the-nose
17, Ba-dminton
18, Treacl-E
20, The-baickin
21, Open

24, C-ar-dig-an
26, Made over
28, Eyes (Is)
29, (be)St-ared
31, S-end-s-up
34, Blueprint
36, Leaves out
38, Gushing
39, Engage
40, Fi-do

41, Mist-rust
42, Threa-tens.

DOWN

1, Spell out

2, Packet

3, Fourso-me
4, Strike

5, Po-rtab-le

6, Second-hand
7, 5tood In

B, Unb-0-It

11, Asinine

16, Es-Cu-do
19, Era-sefcond)
20, Ten (rev)

22, Press

23, P-ounce
25, Getting out
26, Mad (rev)
27, Her-bag-e
30, Retreats
31, Sta-gge-rs
32, P-ot ro-ast
33, S-prints
35, Uns-aid
36, Lights

37, O-liver

1 Mark's dog? (5)

6 Financial houses supporting many
anglers (5)

9 When wildly to dash way out to the
laundrette? (7)

10 Show no haste to be a toady? (5)

+ 11 Revolutionary linen weaver (5)
| 12 Birds may or may not pay theirs (5)

13 Decorate by carving of stone (7)

1 15 Cough or breathe on them (3)
| 17 Pale due to having a fling? (4)
| 18 Gloomy and apt to become more so (6)
19 Tough master embraced by a lady at a

DOWN

2 Cash prizes arranged by the press
around the centre court (6)

3 No longer a teenager, at least (6)

4 In jazz, apparently, there's violent action

(3)

5 Sort of reaction to keep watch on? (5)

6 It's an advantage if everybody's in when

it goes up (7)
7 They're of one accord (4)

8 The long ones can be deeply penetrating

(6)

12 Fighter with whom the old enemy is

about to get cross! (5)

13 In which to get a custard pie right in the

20 Explosive effect created by a boxer? (6)
22 Mention in some excitement (4)

24 Shell-like part of a pearl (3)

25 Vessel useful to a smoker? (7)

26 Wine and a piece of seaside rock! (5)
27 A militant start is as much as you can
manage (5)

28 What it is to be wise, proverbially (5)
29 Disadvantages a minister exploits? (7)
30 Caper by a six-footer, | see (5)

31 Tired of attrition? (5)

face? (5)

14 She has far less to cut (5)

15 Escape with a sprained ankle, perhaps?
(3.2)

16 It measures many a gnarled tree (5)

18 Spell of wizardry (5)

19 One who believes in being
disagreeable? (7)

21 To rain stormily but in small amount (6)
22 Masticates noisily, if you like (6)

23 One you can't bank on to keep a secret?
(6)

25 The blooming lot, useless! (5)

26 She provides a duplicate copy for me
28 But they meant a lot as fliers (3)

be offered at the camp.

Central Bank of India organises mega
retail outreach programme in New Delhl

EACH CAMP

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A Mega Retail Outreach
Programme was successful-
ly organised by the Central
Bank of India, Delhi South, at
the India International
Center Annexe, New Delhi,
on Friday

The programme was
graced by the presence of
Kushal Pal, Chief General
Manager; Tarsem Singh Zira,
Zonal Head Delhi; Munish
Rana, Regional Head — Delhi
South; and Mandeep Kumar,
Deputy Regional Head —
Regional Office Delhi South,
whose guidance and
encouragement added great
value to the event.

The outreach programme

Haryana Government
Minister Rajesh Nagar will
inaugurate a mega health
check-up camp at Ajay
Nagar Vatika in Tigaon on
Saturday. The camp is
being jointly organised by
Rotary Club of
Faridabad East, Rotary Club
of Faridabad Excellence

In addition, dental and
eye examinations will be
conducted, and necessary
implants and spectacles will
also be provided free of
cost to eligible beneficiaries.

According to the organis-
ers, a team of specialist
doctors will assess the
health concerns of visitors
and provide necessary
medical advice and medi-
cines without charge. The
camp is expected to partic-
ularly benefit people who
face difficulties in accessing
regular health check-ups or
consulting specialist doctors.

The initiative also aims to
create greater awareness
among people about pre-
ventive healthcare and
encourage them to take
timely precautions based
on their health condition.

OU
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witnessed enthusiastic partic-
ipation from esteemed cus-
tomers. During the event,
multiple sanction letters
were handed over to cus-
tomers, in addition to rein-
forcing the bank’s commit-
ment towards expanding
retail business and strength-
ening customer relationships.

During the event, a pre-

Tigaon Sarpanch Vikram
Pratap Nagar and Tigaon
Adhana Patti Sarpanch rep-
resentative Ved Prakash
Adhana will also be present
at the inaugural pro-
gramme. Extensive
arrangements are being
made at the local level to
ensure the smooth conduct
of the camp.

From the Rotary Club of
Faridabad East, Patron KC
Lakhani, Foundation Chair
HL Bhutani, President Gurnit
Kaur Chawla, Secretary
Retired Major Rajesh Garg,
Treasurer SK Tyagi, Blood
Donation Committee
Chairman Kulbir Singh and
Project Coordinator
Dharamveer Gupta, along
with other members, are
involved in finalising the
arrangements.

sentation on various retail
products was given by the
bank staff. A total of approx
Rs. 200 crore was sanctioned
in the Outreach Camp.
Vigilance Campaign: The
ongoing vigilance and compli-
ance initiatives undertaken by
the bank to uphold high gov-
ernance standards, trans-
parency, and consumer trust.

Gujarat Governor
attends EXCEED
Awards, calls

for rooted

sustainability

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Gujarat Governor Acharya
Devvrat attended the 21st
EXCEED Environment, HR and
CSR Awards and Conference
2026 as chief guest. The
event was organised by Ek
Kaam Desh Ke Naam at
Ramada by Wyndham,
Motera, Ahmedabad.

Addressing the gathering,
the Governor said true sus-
tainability could only be
achieved by staying deeply
rooted in Indian culture, tra-
ditional wisdom and timeless
values. He encouraged indi-
viduals, institutions and
industries to adopt responsi-
ble practices aimed at pro-
tecting nature, strengthening
communities and securing a
sustainable future for coming
generations.

=D
DS & CONFE

Rajiv Babbar, President of
Ek Kaam Desh Ke Naam, pre-
sented an overview of the
organisation’s vision, journey
and nation-building initia-
tives at the event. He urged
every citizen to contribute at
least one meaningful action
toward the nation, saying
that if each of India’s 140
crore citizens took up such an
effort, their combined contri-
bution could play a transfor-
mative role in realising the
vision of a developed India.

The conference honoured
several leading organisations
for their achievements in
Environment, Human
Resources and Corporate
Social  Responsibility.
Companies recognised for
their contributions included
GAIL (India) Limited, Lupin
Limited, NTPC Limited and
Tata Power, among others,
for their responsible initia-
tives and exemplary work in
these areas.
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IndianO1l’s Energy Soldiers to strengthen nation’s
energy security: Director (Refineries) Arvind Kumar

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Arvind Kumar, Director
(Refineries), IndianOQil, led the
80th Independence Day
celebrations at IndianOil
Township, Noida, joined
by Team IndianOil and
their families.

The event opened with a
rendition of the Rashtra Geet,
marking 150 years of Vande
Mataram, followed by the
National Anthem and flag
hoisting by Kumar.

In his address, he reflected
on India’s journey since
Independence and called on
employees to help build a
nation that is economically
resilient, technologically
advanced, environmentally
responsible and energy
self-reliant.

“We inherited a free India.
Let us leave behind a stronger
one - stronger in energy secu-
rity, innovation, self-reliance
and character,” he said.

Kumar highlighted
IndianOil’s role in sustaining
the nation’s energy lifelines
through conflict, pandemic

and geopolitical disruption,
reaffirming the philosophy of
“Pehle Indian, Phir Oil” He
described I0Cians as “Energy
Soldiers” who have optimised
operations and reconfigured
logistics to keep essential
fuel supplies uninterrupted.

Looking ahead, he outlined

priorities including safety,
operational reliability, inno-
vation, digital transforma-
tion and collaboration -
alongside strategic projects,
indigenous technologies, spe-
cialty products, petrochemi-
cals, and the application of Al
and machine learning to
shape a sustainable, self-
reliant energy future.

Addressing the youngest
members of the gathering,
Kumar called children “the
future of Bharat,” urging them
to dream fearlessly, stay
curious and help shape a
Viksit Bharat by 2047.

The celebrations also fea-
tured long service and meri-
torious children awards,
along with cultural perfor-
mances by IndianQil’s chil-
dren, Ladies Club members
and the choir group.
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Treesa-Gayatri assure WC medal, say job not finished

AMIT KUMAR DAS
M New Delhi

India’s Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand on Friday
said being “calm and patient”
was the key to their medal
run at the World
Championships, but were
quick to add that the job is
“not finished yet” as they
eye a deeper run.

The Indian duo assured
themselves of a medal with
a come-from-behind 16-21,
21-15, 21-13 win over China’s
Jia Yi Fan and Zhang Shu
Xian in the women’s doubles
quarterfinal. India last won a
BWF World Championships
medal in women’s doubles in

2011, when Jwala Gutta and
Ashwini Ponnappa claimed
bronze in London.

“I think just being calm and
patient and just being in the
present moment is actually
what we need to do to score
points against them. That
kind of mindset was there. |
think that really worked,”
Gayatri told reporters.

Treesa admitted the signif-
icance of the victory only
truly sank in when they
reached the final stages of the
deciding game. “I think when
we got the last 21 points.
Because with those kinds of
players, it’s like when you
actually win, that time only

will we actually process that,”

Rising stars like India’s
Atiga Mir redefining
future of motorsport: FIA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Paris

World motorsport body FIA
has given a strong endorse-
ment for Indian racer Atiqa
Mir’s special talent, saying
rising stars like the 11-year-
old are redefining the future
of the sport.

Atiqa, the first Indian to be
backed by the F1 Academy,
is currently giving the more
experienced drivers a run for
their money in the age 12-14
category across karting
series in Europe. Her ulti-
mate goal is to reach Fi,
where no female has raced
since 1992. “Rising stars such
as Atiga Mir are redefining
the future of motor sport
and her recent success
shows how bright the future
is for our sport,” FIA, the
world body for four-wheel
motorsports, said in a post
on social media on
Thursday. “With incredible
support from her FIA
Member Club, the Western
India Automobile

the Future Academy in
Greece. Earlier this month,
she became the youngest
Indian to record two top-10
finishes in a FIA European
Championship round in
Sweden. Last month, Atiga
had attracted plenty of
attention by outqualifying
Mercedes junior Niccolo
Perico for pole position in
Round 3 of the Champions of
the Future Academy series in
Italy. The FIA too took notice
of that standout perfor-
mance. “At the recent
Champions of the Future
Academy Program event in
Italy, 11-year-old Atiqa Mir
from India delivered a stand-
out performance, securing
pole position and setting an
event record against a highly
competitive international
field. “Her achievement
reflects the opportunities
thataccessible competition
can create for young drivers
as they develop their skills
and gain experience on the
international stage.

she said. “I think right now,
just processing this one, we
are going to the semi-finals
and being on the podium. But
it's not finished yet. This is not
the ending. We came here
with a goal. “Actually, this is

Championship. And it’s hap-
peningin India and on home
soil. I think the crowd was so
amazing. | think that really
helped us.”

The Indians will next face
top seeds China’s Liu Sheng

said they were refusing to
get carried away by the occa-
sion or the identity of their
opponents. “We don’t want to
think too much. We don’t
want to think about the
outcome too much. We just
want to get on court first. And
then I think we are playing
well. And I think we just want
to keep doing that. And see
what happens,” she said.
Treesa also drew confidence
from the praise they received
from Olympic champion Jia
Yifan, who won the Paris
Games gold alongside Chen
Qingchen. “When [ started
playing, when she won the

beating her it’s like kind of a confidence boost forboth of us,” Treesa said.

Olympic gold medal, it’s like

our third World ShuandTanNing, butGayatri she is a good player and

Association, Atiga has
already represented her
country at the MENA Karting
Championship Nations Cup
and has now started com-
peting in international FIA
Karting competitions on her
journey to professional
racing. Well done Atiga and
we look forward to follow-
ing your continued success,”
the FIA added.

In May, Atiga had com-
pleted a historic sweep of
Round 2 of the Champions of

NAME CHANGE

| SHABANA W/O SYED RASHID
ALIR/O H.No.B-99, Mulla colony,
Housing Board, Near Rana
Pratap School, Karond Bhopal
(M.P). | declare that My Old Name
was SHABANA BANO (old
name) now has to changed
SHABANA (New Name) hence
forth | shall be known as
SHABANA W/O SYED RASHID
ALl'in all future purpose including

all the official documentations.

WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY

MATERIAL MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT
('e’-TENDER NOTICE FOR THE SUPPLY OF STORES. NO. EPS/27/2026)

and for submission of Tender.

PCMM/WCR on behalf of the President of India invites the following advertised
tenders through E-procurement System. Manual/postal offers shall not be
entertained. Tenders can be accessed under the link https://ireps.gov.in for details

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

CAPITAL DIVISION NO. 1, CAPITAL PROJECT ADMN., P.W.D., BHOPAL
TENDER NOTICE

Tenders are invited for following work. The details of the work will be available in the
website https:/www.mptenders.gov.in :-

S. |CPA/ N.LT. Name of the Work Probable | Earnest | Cost of | Last date
No amount of | Money tender | of online
contract form purchase,
(In lakhs) download &
submission
of tenders
1 |2026_CPA| 57/SAC | Repairing of pot holes, patch repair | Rs. 40.00 | Rs. Rs. 27.08.2026
528044_1 | dt. work and other repair works of 50,000.00 | 5,000/-
07.8.26 | various roads under construction sub
Division No.8, C.P.A. PWD, Bhopal
2 |2026_CPA| 58/SAC | Repairing of pot holes, patch repair | Rs. 29.00 | Rs. Rs. 27.08.2026
528046 1 | dt. work and other repair works of 50,000.00 | 5,000/-
07.8.26 | various roads under construction sub

The tender forms (documents) can be download after online payment of the cost of the from
the above website. The last date of purchase, download and online submission the tender
form shall be 27.08.2026 upto 17.30 PM. The detailed NIT and other information can be seen
in the above website.

G-17411/26

Executive Engineer Capital Division. No. 1 C.P.ADMN.,
P.W.D., E-5, Axera Colony, Bhopal 0755-2464382
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NIT No.:- AMRUT 2.0/Sewer/2026-27/PRO-498

Notice Inviting e-Tenders (FIRST CALL)

Online Percentage Rate bid for the following AMRUT 2.0 works are invited from registered contractors and firms
of repute fulfilling eligibility criteria:

Name of work:- Construction of Sewerage system of LEFT-OVER area and property house connection of zone-
01 of Jabalpur Municipal Area. Under AMRUT 2.0

Date: 21.08.2026

S. | Package Description Online Probable | Cost of Bid Time of Online
No. Tender ID | amount of | Document & Completion | Bidding
& Date contract Earnest (including Last Date
(Rs. Money Deposit | rainy season)
In Crore) | (EMD)(In Rs) | Months
1 | (A) Laying Length Total 153.36 K.M. 2026_UAD | 130.4464 50,000/- & 4
House Service Conncction Total -35397 Nos. | 530881 _1 65,22,320/-
1 | (B) Laying Length Total 272.48 K.M. 2026_UAD | 239.8317 50,000/~ & 4 24.09.2026
House Service Connection Total -67358 Nos, | _530881_2 1,19,91,585/-
3 | (C) Laying Length Total 208.33 K.M. 2026_UAD | 182.0413 50,000/- & 4
House Service Connection Total 53027 Nos. _530881_3 91,02,065/-

Interested Bidder can View the NIT Details & Detail Package Work Description on website
http://www.mptenders.gov.in and www.mpurban.gov.in & Amendment to NIT, if any, would be published on web site
only, and not in News paper.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION JABALPUR

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

0'0'0’ Home Finance Lﬂegistered Office: ICICI Bank Towers, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra

(East), Mumbai- 400051
Corporate Office: ICICI HFC Tower, |B Nagar, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri East, Mumbai- 400059
Branch Office: Ambika Arcade, 2nd Floor, Z-19, Zone 1, M.P. Nagar, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh- 462001
Whereas
The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of ICICI Home Finance Company Limited under the Securitisation,
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers
conferred under section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002, issued demand
notices upon the borrowers mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the
date of receipt of the said notice.
As the borrower failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that
the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
him/ her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-mentioned dates. The
borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings
with the property will be subject to the charge of ICICI Home Finance Company Limited.
The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available,
to redeem the secured assets.

; N of the B il Description of property/ Date of Demand | Name
f,,:, umgo-Baﬁn::gw o Dutg of Pnss%ss?o;ty Notice/ Amountin | o

i Loan Account Number Demand Notice (Rs.)| Branch
1.|Parushram Choudhary Commercial Plot For Shop No. 03, Housing Park, | 16-05-2026 | Bhopal

Housing Board Colony, Ward No. 78, Berasia Rs.
Road, Tehsil Huzur, District Bhopal Madhya 3,53,350/-
Pradesh Bounded By- North By: Plot of Shop MNo.
02, South By: Plot of Shop Mo. 04, East By: Open,
West By: Road./ Date of Possession 17-Aug-26

Commercial Plot For Shop No. 03, Housing Park, | 16-05-2026
Housing Board Celony, Ward No. 78, Berasia Rs.
Road, Tehsil Huzur, District Bhopal Madhya 1,22,926.8/-
Pradesh Bounded By- North By: Plot of Shop No.
Bhopal Bhopal- 462010 Madhya (02, South By: Plot of Shop No. 04, East By: Open,|
Pradesh, LHBHP00001459077 |West By: Rood./ Date of Possession 17-Aug-26

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/ guarantors(s) are hereby given a 30 day notice to repay the amount, else the
mortgaged properties will be sold on the expiry of 30 days from the date of publication of this Notice, as per the provisions
under the Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.

(Borrower), Bhagshri. (Co-
Borrower), 37 Karod Kala Part 3
Karod Kala Ward 70 Bhopal M P
Bhopal Bhopal- 462010 Madhya
Pradesh, LHBHP00001459076

2. |Parushram Choudhary Bhopal
(Borrower), Bhagshri. (Co-
Borrower), 37 Karod Kala Part 3

Karod Kala Ward 70 Bhopal M P

Authorized Office,
ICICI Home Finance Company lelteq)

%5 ] ;[ aaj Canara Bank@ Canara Bank, Specialised ARM Branch,

Plot no. 4, PSP Area, Near AIIMS,
8989014648

Date : August 22, 2026
lace: Bhopal

E-AUCTION
(SALE NOTICE)

Saket Nagar Bhopal Tel.:

Appendix-I1V-A [See provisio to rule 8(6) & 9]
SALE NOTICE FDR SALE OF MOVABLE & IMMUW\BLE PROPERTIES

S$tNo.| Tender No. Short Description Tendered Qty
1 81256512 |Manufacture and supply of Metal Liner 769606 Nos.
2 |38262192A | Elastomeric Pads Design-B 59142 Nos.
3 |38262414 | Constant contact side bearer assembly

(consisting of 6 items) 6676 Nos.
4 38262195 |Knuckle Pivot Pin with washer 45337 Nos.
5 |38260026 |Non-asbestos 'L’ type composition brake blocks | 141445 Nos.
6 [38262168A | Bolster Liner size 153 mm X120 mm X 8 mm

thick 101400 Nos.

Due Date for Sr. no.1: 24.08.2026, Sr. no. 2: 15.09.2026, Sr. no. 3: 17.09.2026, Sr. no.

4:01.10.2026, Sr. no. 5: 22.10.2026, Sr. no. 6: 10.11.2026. For tenders with estimated

value below ¥ 50 Lakh, interested firms are advised to visit www.ireps.gov.in

{sp.)
For Principal Chief Material Manager,
WCR, Jabalpur

e mpSIaC. com

“ Paryatan Bhawan, Bhadbhada Road, Bhopal-462003
Ph. : +91-755-4027100, 2774340/42, www.mpstdc.com

THHT 395/ATTHhI/utai/26

Mrs. Manisha Gautam

M.P. Madhyam/127696/2026

MADHYA PRADESH STATE TOURISM
" DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.

femier : 21.08.2026

NIT No. 308/2026_STDC 531451 _1

MPSTDC invites RFP for Selection of Agency for Plantation,
Site Development, Protection and Long-Term Maintenance
(11 year maintenance) Works at Identified Locations in Bhopal
2nd call. Project Cost 2272.40 lakhs.

Terms and Conditions can be downloaded from website
hitps://mptenders.gov.in. For any other information contact
(EE) Contact No. 9754585667
Mr.Dr.Krapal Singh Verma(Astt. DirectorHorticulture), Mob.
No. 9826479462 and or e-mail at krapalverma@gmail.
com. Last date and Time for Online Tender Purchase and
submission is 07.09.2026 Time 05:00 PM.

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

E-auction Sale Notice For Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provision to Rules 8(6) & 9 of The Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) & Guarantor (s) that the below described
immovable properties mortgaged / charged to the secured creditor, the Possession of which has been taken by the authorised
officer the Canara Bank (secured creditor) will be sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS, AS IS WHAT 1S BASIS" & WHAT EVER
THERE IS" on 30/09/2026 for recovery of bank dues to the Canara Bank (secured creditor)

Name and address Demand Notice Dt{ Reserve Price
of the Borrower & Description of Property Possession Dt. | EMDAmL. |
Guarantors Outstanding Amt. | Bid Increment Amt,
Borrower - All that part and Parcel of House No.-| 12 g5 2026 7
M/s Aditya Urja MIG/55, J Sector, Ayodhya Nagar, Ward No. 01.08.2026 |49,40,000/-
Through lts Proprietor 68, Bhopal, Tehsil - Huzur District Bhopal] ——=—=— 3 ey
Shri Pankaj Dubey ;uiaidarea: ??E4.72 Js;ﬂ thmgrsiéz.&l Sq,JTJL ason 21:‘?03!2025 z
ietor- i oundaries: East: J/Jr. /56, West: J/Jr. i
;rlgpsr!ﬁtg;c::rr}\::umlees:ls? MIG /54, North: 6 mt. wide Road, South: HIG | 33,55,860.79/- M
District Bhopal M.P. 462042 House, Name of Title Holder- Mr. Pramod |+ Interest & charges [ z 10,000/
Guarantor/Mortgagor : Kumar Dubey S/o Shri P. N. Dubey
Mr. Pramod Kumar Dubey /o | BAANKNET PROPERTY ID: CNRBADITYAURJA
Mr. P. N. Dubey COORDINATES: 23.278831, 77.46381

Symbolic Possession

Last date for submission of online bids is on or before 29/09/2026 upto 5.00 p.m.
30/09/2026, 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM (with unlimited extension of 5 minutes duration each)

1) The intending bidders shall deposit above mentioned Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) being 10% of the Reserve Price in E- Wallet of
M/s PSB Alliance Private Limited (baanknet.com) portal directly or by generating the Challan therein to deposit the EMD through
RTGS/NEFT in the account details as mentioned in the said challan. on above mentioned date of bid submission.

2) The successful bidder shall deposit 25% of the sale price (inclusive of EMD already paid), immediately on the sale being knocked down
in his/her favour and the balance within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale. If the successful bidder fails to pay the sale price
as stated above, the deposit made by him shall be forfeited.

3) All charges for conveyance, stamp duty/GST registration charges etc, as applicable and any taxes, revenue/dues to any local authority
etc shall be borne by the successful bidder only

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer web portal : http://BAANKNET.com or may contact - Chief Manager,
SPLSD ARM Bhopal, Canara Bank, Plot no. 4, PSP Area, Near AIIMS, Saket Nagar Bhopal. Contact no. 8989014648,
8057766078, 9691096410, 9123403299 (BHOPAL), 7905027805 (JABALPUR AND BILASPUR), 7683068902 (RAIPUR),
9140476074 (GWALIOR), 9830130770 (INDORE), 8073562754 (BHOPAL) during office hours on any working day.

Date: 21/08/2026, Place: Bhopal AUTHORISED OFFICER, CANARA BANK

Date and Time of e-auction :

orRIfad R uféye iR+ Zaeran e Mast (w.u.)

Office of Nagar Parishad Jeron Khalsa Dist-Niwari (M.P.)

m—a‘? 12 YefiqR ¥, SR, foren frardh, f- 472337

AR Fee fen2026/527 = —c.mnjernnlfh'alsa{a mpurban.gov.in
Notice Inviting e-Tenders

Online Lumpsum bids for the following works under "SBM (U) 2.0" (Estimated on UADD ISSR (w.e.f
02.08.2021) are invited from registered contractors and firms of repute fulfilling eligibility criteria

oI fei® 20/08/026

Tender No. Scope of the work Probable Earnest Cost of Bid

& Date amount of Money Document
contract Deposit (In Lacs)
(Rs. In Lacs) {EMD}{In Rs)

2026_UAD_ 1. Design and build sewage treatment plant of

531243 installed capacity 1.0 MLD and all appurtenant 290.57 145285 15000

Date structures and allied works;

21.08.2026 2. Construction of RCC sump well along with

providing and installing pumps and pumping
main Comprising of DI-K-7 class pipe of 200mm
& 150mm diameter having length of 300 m
respectively from Sump well to STP for 2 no's
intermediate pumping stations.

3. Construction 2 Nos. of Interception Diversion
Structure near outfall point.

4, Reuse of treated used water hydrant sump
well (capacity 13 KL). HDPE pipe & pumps 100
meter of Lenth towards talab & Plantation of

50 no's avenue trees

5. Providing and laying of 33 KV/11KV Electrical
line (HT feeder) and Electrical Substation

1. All details relating to the Bid Document(s) can be viewed and downloaded free of cost from the website. Interested
Bidder can view the NIT on website www.mptenders.gov.in and www.mpurban.gov.in.

2. The Bid can be purchased only online from 10:30 Hrs of 21/08/2026 to 17:30 Hrs. of 24/09/2026

3. Bid document can be purchased after making online payment of portal fees through Credit / Debit / Cash Card /
internet banking to participate.

4. At the time of submission of the Bid the eligible bidder shall be required to:

i) Pay the cost of Bid Document;

i) Deposit the Earnest Money;

iii) Submit a check list.

iv) Submit an affidavit.

v) Valid registration of EPF.

vi) Joint Venture Agreement, if any

Details can be seen in the Bid Data Sheet

5. ELIGIBILTY FOR BIDDERS:

(a) At the time of submission of the Bid, the bidder should have valid registration with the Government of Mcha Pradesh,
PWD. However, such bidders who are not registered with the Government of Madhya Pradesh and are eligible for reg-
istration can also submit their bids after having anplied for registration with appropriate authority However such
bidders who are not registered with the Government of Madhya Pradesh and are registered with Central Government,
other State Governments, PSUs are also eligible for submission of Bids.

{:} Tche bidder shall be required to have valid registration with MPPWD in appropriate class at the time of signing of
the Contract.

(c) Failure to sign the contract by the selected bidder, for whatsoever reason, shall result in forfeiture of the earnest
money deposit (EMD).

6. Pre-qualification - Prequalification conditions, wherever applicable, are given in the Bid Data Sheet.

7. Special Eligibility - Special Eligibility Conditions, if any, are given in the Bid Data Sheet.

8. The Bid Document can be Purchased Only Online from 10:30 Hrs of 21/08/2020 to 17:30 Hrs. of 24/09/2026 Other key
dates may be seen in Bid data sheet.

Amendment to NIT, if any, would be published on website only, and not in Newspaper. 9.

10. GST shall be payable extra as per Govt. rules.

11. The Bidder shall operate and maintain the work executed in his scope for the proposed works for 10 years after
successful completion of the works as per Tender. The initial period of Five year after completion shall be treated as
Defect Liability Period (DLP). The payment against the O&M shall be made every vear on satisfactory upkeep and
running of the system at percentage rate of the sanctioned Bid cost with an increment of 6% every succeeding year.

@ TR uifera! 3ifter, AR uRue SR e, foren fFarsh (wy.)

Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd.
Corporate Dffice: Office Nos. 501 & 503, 5th Floor, Lightbridge,

Saki Vihar Road, Andheri East, Mumbai Suburban (Dist.), M.H. 400072
Bhopal Branch: Office No.1, Plot No. 200, 1st Floor, Jyoti Cineplex, M.F. Nagar, Zone-1 Bhopal-462001 (MP).

Guna Branch: PH. No. 75, Building 1st Floor, In Front of Hero Showroom, Near ICICI Bank, Mahaveerpura, AB Road, Guna-473001 (MP).

DEMAND NOTICE

UNDER SECTION 13(2) OF THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF
SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002 READ WITH RULE 3 (1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002.
The undersigned is the Authorised Officer of Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd.(AHFL) under Securitisation And Reconstruction
of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (the said Act). In exercise of powers conferred under
Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, the Authorised Officer has
issued Demand Notices under section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the following Borrower(s) (the "said Borrower(s)"),
to repay the amounts mentioned in the respective Demand Notice(s) issued to them that are also given below. In connection
with above, Notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower(s)to pay to AHFL, within 60 days from the publication of
this Notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together with further interest as detailed in the said Demand Notice(s), from
the date(s) mentioned below till the date of payment and/or realization, payable under the loan agreement read with other
documents/writings, if any, executed by the said Borrower(s). As security for due repayment of the loan, the following assets

have been mortgaged to AHFL by the said Borrower(s) respectively.

Housing Finance Ltd

8 Name of the Borrower/ Demand Notice Description of secured assets

No. Co-Borrower & Guarantor Date & Amount (immovable property)
(Loan Code No. 00610001235 / 10-08-2026 | All that piece and parcel of the property bearing, Flat No. Mig
Bhopal Branch) & -T1, 3Rd Floor, Shikhar Parisar, Khasra No. 259, Village

Vishal Sitlani (Borrower) Laukhedi, Bairagarh, Ward No. 02, Tehsil Huzur, Dist Bhopal,

Raj Kumar Sitlani (Co-Borrower) ¥11,01,081/- Madhya Pradesh. Boundaries: East: Staircase, West: Road,
North: Other'S Land, South: Flat No. T-2
2 | (Loan Code No. 05810000978 / 10-08-2026 | All that piece and parcel of the property bearing, House No.

03095/1, Old Patwari Halka No. 65, New Patwari Halka No.
08, Ward No. 03, Salim Ki Badi, Durga Colony, Tehsil Guna,
Dist Guna, Madhya Pradesh. Boundaries: East: Land of
Bhajan Rathore, West: Way18Ft, North: House of Mithlesh
Namdev, South: House of Rahul Jain

Guna Branch) &
Rinku (Borrower)

Deviprasad Jain & Avnesh ¥9,96,851/-
(Co-Borrower)

If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to AHFL as aforesaid, AHFL shall proceed against the above secured assets under
Section 13(4) of the Act and the applicable Rules, entirely at the risks of the said Borrowers as to the costs and consequences. The
said Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets, whether by way of sale, lease or otherwise
without the prior written consent of AHFL. Any person who contravenes or abets contravention of the provisions of the said Act or
Rules made there under, shall be liable for imprisonment and/or penalty as provided under the Act,

Place : Madhya Pradesh
Date : 22.08.2026

Sd/- Authorised Officer

For : Aadhar Housing Finance Limited
Bank of India BOI X

Zonal office : MIG 15, Rajeshwar Building, Shivhagar, Damoh Road,
Jabalpur-482002, Email. : jabalpur.ard@bankofindia.co.in

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF MOVABLE PROPERTIES
E-AUCTION DATE : 25-9-2026, TIME : 11.00 AM to 5.00 PM

E-auction Sale Notice for Sale of movable Assets under Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s)
and Guarantor(s) that the below described movable property mortgaged/charged
to the Secured Creditor, the constructive possession of which has been taken by
the Authorized Officer of Bank of India, Kareli / Secured Creditor will be sold
on "As is where is", "As is what is" and "Whatever there is on 25th September 2026,
for recovery of Rs. 25,78,551.93/- + UCI and Other Charges due to Bank of India,
Kareli Branch / Secured Creditor from Mr. Lal Sahab Lodhi.

The reserve price will be Rs. 21,10,000/-
Earnest money deposit will be Rs. 2,11,000/-

DESCRIPTION OF THE MOVABLE PROPERTY

Harvester Manku Agro /Vishal 435 Harvester / 2025
Registration No : MP22ZG0547, Date of Registration : 02.04.2026
Chassis No: MS15697032K25, Engine No: SPHM104451
Color : P Green and White, RLW-9730 KG, ULW -7945 KG
For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in Bank of

India's / Secured Creditor's website, i.e., www bankofindia.co.in and on www ebkray in.
or contact Authorised Officer Mr. Ravikant Shukla on Mo. No. 7985276357.

Chief Manager &
Authorised Officer

Date : 22.08.2026
Place : Jabalpur
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England thrashes Pakistan by an innings and 103 runs in first test

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Leeds (England)

England wrapped up an
innings win over Pakistan
inside three days in the first
test on Friday, delivering a
strong start to the post-
Bazball era under returning
captain Joe Root.

Dismissed for 409 around
40 minutes into day three,
England took a 238-run
advantage into the second
innings and skittled Pakistan
for 135 in 37.3 overs
before tea.

England won by an innings
and 103 runs and has a 1-0
lead in the three-match
series. The second test starts
on Thursday at Lord’s.

England’s battery of four
seamers pestered consistent-
ly at a fuller length that’s
required at Headingley, and
Pakistan couldn’t endure it.

Jofra Archer removed the
openers with the new ball,
Ollie Robinson got three
more wickets, Josh Tongue
was introduced after lunch
and took three wickets aver-
aging 143 kph (89 mph), and
Gus Atkinson bowled

needs skill: Sohail Khan
on Pakistani pacers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Karachi

Pakistan fast bowler Sohail
Khan, who once took five
wickets against India in a
World Cup match, has
blamed the current crop of
pacers for playing a major
role in the country’s
downslide in Test cricket,
saying they have not learnt
how to polish their skills.

Pakistan appeared to be
staring at another defeat in
the first Test against England
at Leeds after the pace
bowlers failed to make an
impact on a pitch assisting
lateral movement.

Sohail said that Pakistan,
which has a legacy of pro-
ducing world class fast
bowlers, was now in trouble
because of the inability of
the bowlers to work on
their skill levels.

“Speed is not everything
to be a successful fast
bowler in Test cricket. You
need to know the art of
using the crease, angles,
reverse swing, late swing
from a good length to con-
stantly take wickets,” he
said. Sohail took five wickets
for 55 runs in the 2015 World
Cup match against India in
Adelaide and was also
impressive on tours to
England with two five wicket
hauls. He retired from inter-
national cricket in 2023 but
continued to play domestic

India series dates
could shift; BPL
unlikely this
year: BCB chief

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dhaka

Bangladesh Cricket Board
President Tamim Igbal has
said that the dates of a
much-awaited home series
against India could “move
around” as the BCB reworks
its calendar, which may not
feature its flagship T20 show-
piece, the Bangladesh
Premier League, this year
due to heavy financial losses.

Speaking to reporters,
Tamim said the BCB will
conduct a Game
Development tournament at
the Sher-e-Bangla National
Cricket Stadium from August
28 to September 9, featuring
players from Under-17, Under-
19 and Under-23 categories.

“There are discussions
regarding the India series;
the dates may move
around,” said Tamim. “And
this tournament is taking
place in Mirpur, butif neces-
sary, it can also move to the
Bashundhara ground
(Dhaka). Once the India
series is fixed, we will sched-
ule it accordingly,” he was
quoted as saying by
‘Cricbuzz’.  India have
already scheduled a three-
match T20 International
series against Afghanistan in
New Delhi from September
13 to 17.

superbly for the late reward
of Pakistan top scorer
Mohammad Rizwan.
Robinson and Tongue each
took eight wickets in the

match. They took five each in
the first innings and literally
split the match ball in half.
Robinson was named the
player of the match for his 8-

80 compared to Tongue’s 8-
89.Robinson is heading back
to Lord’s, where he took 7-77
against New Zealand in June.
Englandisin a new era fol-
lowing the retirement of
captain Ben Stokes and the
firing of Brendon McCullum
as test coach after the 2-1
series loss to New Zealand
in June. Pakistan arrived with
a semblance of confidence
after drawing the series in the
West Indies this month and
playing a warm-up match
last week. But Pakistan
looked rusty, and the bowling
and fielding were less than
ordinary. The question, after
finishing England’s first
innings in the morning, was
whether the visitors could
force play into a fourth day.
England, 366-8 overnight,
added 43 runs. Archer pulled
the only six of the match.
Khurram Shahzad took both
wickets and showed the pitch
was still offering plenty for
the bowlers.
Pakistan started 0-1 for the
second time in the match.
Imam-ul-Haq bent back-
wards to an Archer bouncer,
and the ball brushed a glove.

Azan Awais, who fell to the
first ball of the series, then
nicked to Root at leg slip, and
Archer had dismissed both

skipper Salman Agha on 8
and a sinking Pakistan was
76-6. Rizwan, Pakistan’s last

recognised batter at Number
7, top-scored with 41 but, for
someone playing his 46th was the ninth man out.

shepherd the

test, surprisingly failed to

tail. Rizwan

openers. The pressure was
on veterans Shan Masood
and Abdullah Shafique to
endure, but Robinson broke
their partnership in the 14th
over. Robinson busted
through Shafique’s deter-
mined defence with a nick to
second slip. Pakistan went to
lunch at 59-3 with Masood
set at the ground where he
spent two seasons playing
for Yorkshire.

But straight after the
interval, Tongue was given
the ball and Root’s field
placement paid off. Dan
Lawrence had just been
sent to backward square
when Saud Shakeel
whipped Tongue straight
to him. Masood then tried
pushing at Tongue and
edged to England’s new
first slip, Ben Duckett.
Tongue had two wickets in
two balls as he did in the
first innings and couldn’t
nail the hat trick. But Tongue
soon had 3-7 in 11 balls
when he pinned stand-in

AL
and franchise-based white-
ball format. “There is so
much talk about speed but
fast bowlers need to know
how to produce results with
their skills. Jasprit Bumrah is
a classic example. The way
he uses his wrist and angles
makes him a devastating
fast bowler in any format,”
Sohail, who played 27 inter-
nationals including nine
Tests, said.

He said nowadays in
Pakistan cricket there is a lot
of talk about how fast a
bowler is but no one is
holding specialized one-to-
one sessions with the young
pacers to tutor them on
how to improve their skills
and tactics. Sohail said with
the advent of T20 cricket,
which guaranteed a lot of
money to young players,
the trend was mostly to
buck against Test and First
class cricket. “The thing is,
unless you don’t play
enough first class cricket
with the red ball, you can
never become world class
and have the ability to adjust
and exploit different pitches
and conditions. The more
you play the more fit a fast
bowler remains,” said the
42-year-old.
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Regional Office :
Bhopal Central First Floor, 1513/1A1,

Arera Hills, Bhopal (M.P.)
E-mail : rh.bhopal@unionbankofindia.com

[
SALE NOTICE FOR

Appendix-1V-A
See provisio to rule 8(6)]

SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described
immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the possession of which has been taken by the Authorised
Officer of Union Bank of India Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on
10.09.2026 for recovery of below mentioned amount plus interest till the date of realization and costs, charges and expenses
due to the Union Bank of India Secured Creditor from below mentioned borrowers & Guarantor deatils are hereunder :

1335 =1

[=;
Please scan OR Code
for Property details

Name of Borrower(s)/
Mortgagors(s)/ Guarantor(s)

Borrower :

1. Sri Rajesh Kumar Gupta S/o
Jagdish Prasad Gupta
Co-borrower:

2. Smt. Balesh Gupta W/o Sri
Rajesh Kumar Gupta

Add. of All : House No. 154, Crystal
Ideal City Awadhpuri, Bhopal
(M.P.)-462022

Borrower: M/s Amit Kumar
Sumit Kumar Enterprises Prop.
Shyam Babu Pal S/o Ram
Kishan Pal alias Dhan Singh Pal
Guarantor : (a) Mr. Bhagwan
Singh S$/o Ram Kishan Pal alias
Dhan Singh Pal

(b) Mr. Ram Kishan Pal alias Dhan
Singh Pal $/o Mitthu Lal pal
Address of All : Shop/Office - 01,
Luhangi Mohalla Near Masjid,
Vidisha (M.P.) - 464001

Applicant: Mr. Rupesh Batham
Co-Applicant:

Mrs.Jayshree Batham

Address of Both: LIG -140, D-Block,
Gautam Nagar, Near Chetak Bridge
Bhopal, M.P- 462023

Co- Obligant:

Mr. Rohit Kumar Batham

MIG 36, Rameshwaram Colony,
Bagmugalia, Bhopal M.P. -462043

Date: 21.08.2026, Place: Bhopal

Description of Property of Borrower

Union Bank of India, Baghsewania Branch : Dist. Bhopal, M.P.

Outstanding
Amount as per
Demand notice

Reserve Price
EMD

Residential Flat 2 BHK admeasuring 800 sq. z z
Ft., Flat No. T-3, Narmada Block -06, Third | 7 43 580/-

Floor, Part of Plot No. 10, D-Sector, Industrial 7f 13,33,106.00
13,| 10%of the |as per demand

Area,

Mandideep, Dist. Raisen (M.P.) Total area : 800
Sq Ft. Owners: Sri Rajesh Kumar Gupta, having
Boundaries as: East- Open Below road, West-
Corridor & Narmada Block - 06, Third Floor-02,
North- Narmada Block-05, Third Floor-04,

Indus Realty, New Ward No.

South- Duck & Than Flat No. T.F. -04
Property ID-UBINBHOBHC7093

Union Bank of India (erstwhile Corporation Bank), Vidisha Branch : Vidisha - 464001,

All that piece and parcel of the residential House at
Ward No. 20, Ravi Das Marg, Luhangi Mohalla,
Vidisha-464001 Total Area : 881 Sq. Ft. (As per sale
deed no. 1358 dated 26.07.1978). Owner of the
property: - (1) Mr. Bhagwan Singh S/o0 Ram
Kishan Pal (Guarantor) (2) Mr. Ram Kishan Pal
$/o Mitthulal Pal, (Guarantor) Boundaries : North
-Gali Then House of Shri. Mittulal, South -Gali Then
House of Shri Moti Singh, East - House of Shri,

Bharat Singh, West -Ravi das Marg (Road)
Property ID- UBINBHOBHC5107

Reserve Price

Reserve Price

Symbolic
Possession

Union Bank of India, R R Labs branch (erstwhile Andhra Bank), Dist. Bhopal, M.P.

All the piece and parcel of Residential Flat E4

admeasuring 365 Sq. Ft situated at Flat no. 5-03,
Second Floor, Arihant Tower (Multi- Storey
Building), Plot No. 133 and 134, Amaltas Grah
Nirman Society (Swarn Kunj), Katara Hills, PH
No. 25/43, Tehsil Huzur, Dist. Bhopal M.P.
Owners: Mr. Rupesh Batham & Mrs. Jayashree
Batham Boundaries: East- Other plot, West- Flat No

§-2, North- Other plot, South- Flat No S-4
Property ID- UBINBHOBHC1889

8,04,170/-

10% of the
Reserve Price

Date and Time of e-auction : 10.09.2026, 12:00 noon to 5:00 P.M.

(With 10 minutes unlimited auto extension)

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in Union Bank of India Secured Creditor's
website i.e. hitps://www.unionbankofindia.bank.in/auction-property/viewauction-property.aspx & hitps://baanknet.com
For Registration and Login and bidding Rules visit https://baanknet.com

Authorised Officer, Union Bank of India

. 01.10.2018
+ Interest &
Possession Other charges

Phone No. 07592-233273

Ed X
6,99,620/- |5,57,499/-
10%ofthe | 3 Ehorest

Demand Notice DI

) 12.08.2025
+ Interest &
Possession Other charges

notice dated

02/01/2019

T
9,47,199.20

as per demand
notice dated

¥ 3ifw sfem
Bank of India

BOI 35%

Zonal Office: MIG 15, Rajeshwar Building,
Shivnagar, Damoh Road, Jabalpur- 482002

Email: jabalpur.ard@bankofindia.co.in

E-AUCTION SALE NOTIC

following table in column 6 & 7 respectively:

for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrowers(s) and Guarantors(s) that immovable properties as described in column 3 in table hereunder
mortgaged/charged to Bank of India (Secured Creditor), the constructive/physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Bank of India, (Secured Creditor), will
be sold on "As is where is" "As is what is" and “Whatever there is" on 25.08.2026 for recovery of the amount(s), as stated in column 4 of the table hereunder, due to Bank of India (the
secured creditor) from the Borrowers and Guarantors as mentioned in column 2 of the following table. The reserve price and eamest money deposit will also be applicable as stated in the

-auction - 25/09/2026, Time : 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF

IMMOUABLE PROPERTIES

Name of Name of Borrower/ Description of Property Dates of Demand Date of Reserve Earnesl
Branch Guarantors & Owner Name Weielly () | Pessmon T Price Munn‘;llﬂapnsn
(1) 2 (3) o
SUHAGI | Mr. Shree Ram Kushwaha EQM of all the part & parcel of property (Land and Building)|  10.04.2026 | 18.06.2026 7 z
(Proprietorship Firm) Address: H|situated on Plotno- 43, Shop No. A & B, Part of Patwari & Div. .
no 349 Chandra Mohan Nagar, |Kh.No. 17/1 & 36/1, N.B. no. 302, PH. No. 15/49, Nirmal Sai 4 Symbolic | 11,05,000/- | 1,10,500/-
Berial number -1, Mohaniyalnagar Mauza- Jhurjhuru, RNM- Maharajpur, Tehsil- Panagar 15.54.812.78
Khamaria, Jabalpur(M.P) District-| pjstriet Jabalpur (MP) admeasuring 46.46 sq.mt (5008, ft)| ' o*¥ 0 &
Jﬁzt;ag:;{ﬂ:pga-;ﬁfnisd dress Mys|in the name of Mr. Shree Ram Kushwaha. (leasehold) and Interest + Other
Nirmal Sai.Constryuctiun Ranihi|Bounded By: North: Shop no C, South: 20.0" side Road East: Charges
{111} oy
District-Jabalpur (M.P) -482005. Side Road, West: Plotno 42
SEONI | M/s Annapurna Rice Mill 1. Equitable Mortgage over immovable property situated at|  p1.05.2026 10.07.2026 7 7
Prop. Mrs. Reeta Esarka Akbar|Village Babariya, Industrial Area, Plot No. 02. PC. No ¥
Ward, 4%';'31 Fgﬂﬂf!-' Road Seoni(s5/105, S. No 384, R.I.C. Seani-2, Tehsil & Dist. Seoni M.P 3 Symbolic | 35 43 000/- | 3,54,300/-
}“ ) (Borrower) Admeasuring 12000 Sq.Ft., leased to M/s Annapurna Rice| 9575631 53
rs. Reeta Esarka W/o Mr. Ashok Mill (Prop. Mrs. Reeta Esark .
Esarka (Deceased) (Borrower- 0. Mrs. rka). ) )
Mortgagor)Through known legal|Boundaries - North: M/s Banganga Milk & Milk Product, | Interest + Other
geim1.9gr:qsngyﬁsathRg:ﬁn:- South:. M/s Madvelli Minerals Pvt. Ltd. East: House of|  Charges
ouse) 2. Mr. Vishwanath Esharka i !
e Sea Yo i 1| s, Nest oad
Neelam Laj, Chandrashekhar Azad
Ward, Managlipeth, Lugharwada
Seoni (MP)-480661

reason.
Zonal Office, Jabalpur.
9. It shall be the 3 resp

DETAILS OF ENCUMBRANCE KNOWN TO THE SECURED CREDITOR: NOT KNOWN

Date: 22.08.2026

8. This publication is also a 15/30 days notice to the above mentioned borrower(s) / Guarantor(s)/ Mortgagor(s).
ibility of the successful bidder to remit the TDS @ 1% as applicable u/s 194-1A of Income Tax Act if the aggregate of the sums credited or paid for such
consideration is Rs. 50 Lakhs or more. TDS should be filed online b filling form 2608 & TDS Certificate to be issued in form 16 B. The purchaser has to produce the proof of having
deposited the income tax into the government account.

TERMS OF CONDITIONS- 1. Auction Sale / Bidding would be only through “Online Electronic Bidding Process® through the website https://baanknet.com
2. If required, there shall be unlimited extension of 10 minutes each. Auction would commence on reserve price and bidders shall improve their offers in multiples of Rs. 10,000/-
for all above property(ies). The sale shall not take place at or below reserve price.
3. The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions.
4. The intending bidders should get themselves registered on the above mentioned website. The should make their own inquiries regarding any statutory liabilities, arrears of property
tax, electricity dues etc. relating to the above property(ies) before participating in the auction sale process. The properties are being sold along with all existing and future
encumbrances, whether known or unknown to the Bank. The Authorized Otficer shall not be responsible in any way for any third party claims/ rights.
5. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule here in above have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorized Officer, but the Authorized Officer shall
not be answerable for any error. misstatement or omission in this proclamation
6. The Authorized Officer is not bound to accept the highest bid or any bids or any or all bids and reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the bids without assigning any reason
thereof, and very, modify and waive any condition of sale in his absolute discretion. The Authorised Officer reserves the right to withdraw the above e-Auction without assigning any

7. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer hitps://baanknet.com, www.bankofindia.co.in or Contact: Shri Ravikant Shukla (Mob. No. 7985276357), Bank of India,

Authorized Officer, BANK OF INDIA

HINDUJA
HOUSING FINANCE

HINDUJA HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

Gorporate Offce: 167-169, 2nd floor, Near Litle Moun! Metro Station, Saipe, Chennai - 600015
Regional Office - Office No.153, 1st Floar, Orbif Mall, Vijay Nagar, Indore, MP - 452010
Email - auction@hindujahousingfinance.com

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION CUM SALE (APPENDIX — IV A) (RULE 8(6))

Sale of Immovable property mortgaged to Hinduja Housing Finance Ltd. Corporate Office at Hinduja Housing Finance Limited, 167-
169, 2nd Floor, Anna Salai, Saidapet, Chennai, 600015 and Regional Office - Office No.153, 1st Floor, Orbit Mall, Vijay Nagar,
Indore, MP - 452010. Under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 (hereinafter "Act”). Whereas the Auhorized Officer of Sameer Singh had taken the possession of the following property/ies
pursuant to the notice issued U/S 13(2) of the Actin the following loan accounts/prospect nos, with a right to sell the same on "AS IS
WHERE IS BASIS & AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" for realization of dues. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction
platform provided at the website: www.bankeauctions.com

Date of Inspection of Property

24.08.2026 - 04.09.2026 between 11 AM 1o 2 PH

EMD Last date
05.09.2025 between 10 AM o SPM.

Date / Time of Auction
07.09.2028 between 11 AM fo 1PN,

Loan Account No. . s Date of Possession
Borrower (s) / Demand Notice Date Description of the Reserved Prie fin R,
Co-Borrower (s) ﬂgyaunldue as on date Immovable property/ Secured Asset Eamest Honey Depost
id Increase Amount
| Guarantor (s) (EMD)
MP/GUN/GUNA/ADOODDO347 |13/11/2025 Survey Mo. 9/1/6, PH No 12, Shankar Colony, Gram Jamner,|  10-08-2026
Mr. SHESHPAL PRAJAPATI Rs.12,88,737/- | Tehsil Maksudangarh, Near siddhi Vinayak Traders, Guna,| Rg, 2205000/-
Mrs. LEELABAI Madhya Pradesh, 473287. Total Area 1000 SqFt. Boundaries of| m
Mr. RAM SINGH PRAJAPATI property - East: - Janjari Maksudangarh Road, West: - Rest land| <
of survey no. 9, North: - Plot of Rajesh Prajapati, South: - Plot of
Jamnalal Prajapati
MP/GUN/AKNR/ADDDOOD177  |09-10-2025 Survey No. 11/9/Min 22 out of 119/238 PH NO. 65, NEW 08, Ward|  07-08-2026
CO/CPC/CPOF/ADD0007263  |Rs.20,51,289/- | No. 05, Tulsi Colony, Kolhupura Road, Nagar Palika Guna, Dist Guna, " Rs. 2416500/
Mr. RAM KRISHNA SEN Madhya Pradesh, 473335, Madhya Pradesh, 473001. Total Area m
Mrs. KRISHNA BAI SEN 750 SqFt. Boundaries of property :- East: - 20 Ft. Road, West: - Plotj
of Seller, North: - Plot of Seller, South: - Plot of Seller
MP/GUN/AKNR/AD00000250 |26-02-2025  |Partof Survey No. 234/Min-47, Mouja Vill. Kushmoda, PH.No.59,|  07-08-2026
Mr. YASHWANT DANGI |Rs.4,94,716/- |Nagar Palika Guna, Near Shree Krishna Krishi Yantra, Ward No. 20, W
Mrs, URMILA BAI DANGI Urban, Tehsil & Distt. Guna, Madhya Pradesh, India, 473001.Total W
Area - 600 Sq.Ft. Or 55.765q.Mtr. Boundaries Of Property : - East: s. 82080/-
Praposed Road, West: Plot No. 103, North: Plot No. 93, Seller
Plot, South: Plot No 95 In Which House Of Kori
MP/MAN/MASR/AD0D001520 |14/01/2026  |Drone patta Plot No 14, SNo 198, PHNo 45,Gram Dehri, Teh.|  07-08-2026
Mr. UMRAV SINGH S/0 BHURA |Rs 994182/- | Jaora & Distt. Ratlam (MP). 457226 Total Area = 2992 Sqft| ~ gs, 1890600/-
LAL Bounded As - East - House Of Bahadur Nagu & Nagu Dhura Ji, m
Mrs. BIRAJ BAI GURJAR West - Road, North - House Of Harkunwar W/o Bherulal Ji, .
South - House Of Jagdish & Bahadur S/o Nagu Ji
MP/MAN/MASR/ADDODD0499 |18-06-2025 House No 82, Ward No 09, PHNo 35,Gram Lakhmakhedi, Gram| __06-08-2026
Mr. SHIVPURI GOSWAMI |Rs. 1037780/ |Panchayat Mindli, Near by Govt School, Jaora, Madhya Pradesh,| Rs. 1260000/-
Mrs. SANGEETA BAI GOSWAMI 457226 Rs. 126000/~
MP/UJJ/AGAR/ADDDODD412  |12/12/2025 Survey 377/1907 47 Gram Lala, Ward No 00, Main Road Se|  05-08-2026
Mr. Gokul Singh Rs646256/- | Gangram Ji Ki Dukan Se Ander, Rural, Agar, Madhya Pradesh.| ~Rs 1877300/
Mrs. Lila Bai India - 465447. Total Area 2108 Sq.ft. Or 195.91 Sq.mtr. Sq.ft. W
Bounded As - East- Road, West- Open Land of Nagu Maharaj, .
North- House of Kailash Ji, South- House of Parwat Singh
MP/UJJ/AGAR/ADDDODDTBT  |12/12/2025 Gram Sewakhedi, Agar, Ram Mandir, Rural, Badod, Madhya 05-08-2026
Mr. Gordhan Singh Rs 817772/~  |Pradesh, India - 465550. Total Area 4042 sq.fts. (375.51 Sq.Mir),| — Rs. 1474200/~
Mrs. Prakasha Bai Govardhan Bounded As - East- Rasta, West- Plot of Self, North- Rasta, South- Land W
Singh of Kamal Singh :
MP/UJJ/AGAR/ADDD000539 |12/12/2025  |Makan N. 163, Agar, Ram Mandir Ke Pas, Rural, Nalkheda,| 04-08-2026
Mr. Prabhulal Malviya Rs 497286/  |Madhya Pradesh, India- 465230. Total Area 1880 Sq.1t. or 175| ~ Rs, 1124100/-
Ms. Bhavna Malvi Sq.mtr. Sq.it. Bounded As- East- House of Hokam Singh, West- Aam “Rs 12010
Mrs. Pooja Malviya Rasta, North- House of Kalu Singh, South- Plot of Gangaram *
MP/MAN/MASR/AD00001550 |11-11-2025  |Aabadi Land on LSNo 359, Drone Patta No 19, 20, PHNo 21, Gram| __ 06-08-2026
Mr. Prhlad Prajapti Rs.5,46,410/- |Shakkarkhedi, Near by Ram Mandir, Jaora, Madhya Pradesh, 457336, s, 1296000/
Mr. Kachrulal Prajapti Gram Shakkarkhedi, Near by Ram Mandir, Rural, Jaora, Madhya “Rs. 129600~
Mrs. Kailash Bai Pradesh, India - 457336 Total Area =  1410.084 Square Feetor 131|  Rs. /-
Square Meter Bounded As - East - House Of Balwantsingh Pita
Bherusingh, West - House Of Kanwarlal Pita Vardichand Prajapat Pita
Mohanlal, North - Land Of Mohanial Dhangar, South- Gommon Road
MP/IDR/UJJN/ADODOD2202  |10-09-2025 Survey No 373 p.H.No 47 Gram Manasa Tehsil Nalkheda Dist Agar, 08-07-2026
Mr. Shankar Singh Rs.6,15,159/- |Rural, Nalkheda, Madhya Pradesh India- 465230 Admeasuring Area- W
Mrs. Lachhmee Sisodiya Total area is 1110sq ft or (103.15 sq.mir.) Bounded As- East: Road, W
West: House of Road Singh, North: House of Gokul ji, South: Road .
MP/IDR/UJJN/ADD0O02613  |12-10-2025  |Survey No 126 West Part Gram Sumrakheda Tehsil Jharda dist|  16-07-2026
Mr. DHARA SINGH |Rs. 1038698/~ |Ujjain MP. Survey No 126 West Part Gram Sumrakheda Tehsil| Rs. 1692000/-
Mrs. KRASHAN KUNWAR Jharda dist Ujjain MP Rs. 169200/
MP/IDR/UJJN/ADDDDD1543  |11/12/2025 House no 34, Gram kubdiya khedi, Tehsil, Badod, Krishna mandir,|  24-07-2026
Mr. DARBAR SINGH |Rs.612294/-  |Agar Malwa Madhya Pradesh, 465441, Rural , AGAR , Madhya m
Mr. PARHALAD SINGH Pradesh, India - 465441 Total Area- 1640 Sq.Ft Bounded As - East - W
Mrs. SURAT BAI Common Road, West - House Of Shyam Singh S/o Sundar Singh,| RS- 141770/-
North - House Of Bhagwan Lal, South - House Of Bheru Singh
MP/UJJ/AGAR/ADDDDDDG40  |13/01/2026 Property Is Situated At Survey no 393-3 Gram Pipliya Ghata Tehsil| ~ 24-07-2026
Mr. PRAHLAD SINGH |Rs.1231826/- |Badod Dist Agar, Agar, Ram Mandir Ke Pas, Rural, Badod , Madhya m
SONDHIYA Pradesh, India - 465447 Total Area- 216.63 Sq.mt Bounded As-| ———F—
Mrs. RINA Bai East - Road & Open Land Of Kamia Bai, West - House Of Pur Singh| RS- 203220/-
/o0 Kalu Singh, North - Road, South - Own Land
MP/IDR/UJJN/ADOOD02606  (12-10-2025  |Survey No 181 Gram Khajuriya sadar Tehsil Ghatiya Dist. Ujjain MP| __ 29-07-2026
Mr. PHOOL SINGH Rs.1455915/- | Rural , Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh , India - 456550 Rs. 2439000/-
Mrs. Maya Bai s, 243000
MP/UJJ/AGAR/ADDD000672 |13/01/2026  |Property Is Situated At, house/plot No. 95/1 Ward No.10 Ph.N. 46,|  27-07-2026
Mr. MAKHAN SINGH |Rs.1184136/- |Khodiya, Ram Mandir Ke Pas, Rural Nalkheda, Agar, Madhya| ~ Rs. 1848200/-
Mrs. PREM BAI Pradesh, India - 465230 Total Area - 195.91 Sq.mt Bounded As - W
East - Common Way, West - House Of Devi Singh, North - House Of 5
| Mohan Singh, South - Common Way
MP/IDR/UJIN/ADD0D02159  |07/11/2025 Property is Situated At, Land Bearing Survey No. 297/2/2, Ph No.|  30-07-2026
Mr. Dhansingh Anjana !Hs.11,99.67'.~'!- 142, Village Narayana, Tehsil Mahidpur, Near By Shiv Mandir, Ujjain,|  Rs, 1542200/-
Mrs. Mankunwar Bai Rural, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, India - 456550 Admeasuring Area-| — pe 154220/~
Total Area - 300 Sq.mt Bounded As - East: Total Area- 300 Sq.mt,
West: Land Survey No. 298 of Self(seller), North: House of Mr. Uday
Singh Sf/o Mr. Nagusingh Survey No. 297/2/1, South: House of
Pratap Singh Survey No. 302 And Road Survey No.301
MP/IDR/UJJN/ADODDDOG14 & [16-05-2025 Property Is Situated At, Plot/house In Gram Panchayat Bhawan Kar]  30-07-2026
MP/IDR/UJJN/ADOODD2773  |Rs.1017743/- |Register Kramank 36, Situated At Village Siloda Rawal, Ph.no. 26, m
Mr. Yogesh Sain Tehsil Ghatiya Dist. Ujain Admeasuring Total Area- 222.9673 Sa. —p ey
Mrs. Savita Sain Mtr. Boundaries Of Property:- East: House Of Vinod Sen, West: 5. 3
House Of Satish Sen, North: House Of Satish And Devnarayan,
South: Common Road
MP/SGR/SAGR/AD00000737 |09-07-2025  |Survey No. 391, Mouja Gram Narshinghgarh, PH No 56, Tehsil| _ 31-07-2026
Mr. MANEESH DWIVEDI Rs.9,45,190/- |Pathariya, District Damoh, Madhya Pradesh, 470661. Total Area 600  Rs, 1724000/-
Mrs. JYOTI TIWARI SqFt. Boundaries of property - East: - House of Ramratan Kori, West: - W
House of Ram Singh, North: - House of Alpesh, South: - CC Road '
MP/IDR/UJJN/ADDODD2058  |07/11/2025 Property is Situated At, One Plot No. 25 Situated At Village Lasudiya|  30-07-2026
Ms. BaliBai Rs. 11,86,165/- |Nahta Ph No. 61 Tehsil Mahidpur / Jharda Distt Ujjain, 25, Gram mﬁf_
Mr. Upendra Singh Lasudiyanahta, Tehsil Jharda, Krishna Mandir, Ujjain, Rural, Ujjain,| ——oo———
Madhya Pradesh, India - 456443 Admeasuring Area- Total Area -| RS- 177840/-
1054 Sq.ft Bounded As - East: House of Mohan Singh, West: House
of Rameshlal, North: Road, South: House of Balaram
MP/IDR/UJJN/ADD0001034  [10-06-2025  |House no. 30/5 Situated at Village Devikheda PH. No. 22 Tehsil| __ 01-08-2026
Mr. Ramprashad S/oBalvantSingh Rs. 705787/~  |Tarana Dist. Ujjain(M.P) Total Area=110.46 Sq.mtr. Bounded as -| Rs. 1768500/-
Mrs. Sima Bai East - House Of Kamal Singh, West - Common Road, North - House|  Rs, 176850/
Mr. Shyam Lal 0f Devi Singh, South - House Of Kamal Singh
MP/IDR/UJJN/ADDDDD1B63  |10-06-2025 House/Plot No. 325 situated at PHN 113 Village Berchhi Tehsil|  01-08-2026
Mr. MOKAM SINGH Rs. 1244450/~ | Tarana District Ujjain (M.P) Total Area 233.00 Sq Mir. Bounded as -| — Rs, 1898100/-
Mrs. Ram prashad Bai East-Way, West - House Of Kashiram, North - Way, South - House R 189810/~
Mr. Jagdeesh Ji Of Ishwar -
MP/IDR/UJIN/ADOODD2074  |12-10-2025 House No 191,Gram Kheda Panchayat Lasudiya Bechar, Tehsil| __01-08-2026
Mr. BabuLal Rs.499578/- |Tarana District Ujjain,Madhya Pradesh, Rural, Ujjain , Madhya| Rs. 1836500/
Mrs. Meva Bai Pradesh, India - 456665 ~ Rs. 183650/~ _
MP/IDR/UJJN/ADODDD2709  |10-09-2025 Property is Situated at , Survey No. 89, P.H. No. 39, Gram| _ 22-06-2026
Ms. TulsiBai Rs.11,84,752/- |Harukhedi, Teh. Makdone, Dist. Ujjain Rural, Tarana, Madhya| Rs. 1626500/
Mr. Rughnath Singh Pradesh, India- 456668 Admeasuring Area- Total Area is| — Rg, 162650/~

4402 Sq.ft. (408.9592 Sg.mt.) Bounded As- East: Land
Survey No.90 of Prahlad Singh S/o Baldev Ji, West: Land of
Self, North: Road, South: Remaining Land Survey 90 of
Prahlad Singh S/o0 Baldev Ji

Date- 22.08.2026

Terms & Conditions - 1. Last Date of Submission of DD of Earnest Money Deposit along with KYC. Tender Form and Accepted
terms and conditions (Tender Documents) is 05.09.2026 within 3:00 PM at the Branch Office address mentioned herein above
or uploaded on hitps://www.bankeauctions.com Tenders documents received beyond last date will be considered as invalid
tender (and shall accordingly be rejected. No interest shall be paid on the EMD, 2. Date of Opening of the Bid/Offer (Auction
Date) for Property is 07.09.2026 on hitps://www.bankeauctions.com at 03:00 PM to 05:00 PM. 3 HINDUJA HOUSING FINANCE
LIMITED (HHFL) is not responsible for any liabilities whatsoever pending upon the property as mentioned above. The Property
shall be auctioned on “As is Where Is Basis” “As is what Is Basis™ and “Whatever is There Is Basis” 4. The Demand Draft
Should be made in favor of Hinduja Housing Finance Limited only. 5. Auction/Bidding shall be only through "Online Electronic
Bidding through the website hitps://www.bankeauctions.com Bidders are advised to go through the website for detailed terms
before taking part in the eauction sale proceedings. 6. The intending bidders should register their names at portal M/s C1 India
Private Limited through the link https://www.bankeauctions.com and get their User ID and password free of cost. Prospective
bidder may avail online training on E-auction from the service provider M/S C1 India Pvt Ltd., Plot No- 68, 3rd floor Sector 44
Gurgaon Haryana -122003 (Contact no. 7291981124,25,26) Supp

t Email - §

com , Mr. Mithlesh

t@banke
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Kumar, Mob. +91 70808 04466. Email: delhi@c1india.com and support@bankeauctions.com 7. For further details contact
Authorised Officer of Hinduja Housing Finance Limited, Vaibhav Shrivastava - 7987969803, Rajesh Chakotiya (RRM) - 84355
71111, Sachin Bhalekar (ZRM)- 8779984037, Dharamveer Yadav - 8269420174, or the service provider M/S C1 India Pvt
Ltd., Plot No- 68, 3rd floor Sector 44 Gurgaon Haryana -122003 (Contact no. 7291981124,25,26) Support Email -
Support@bankeauctions.com , Mr. Mithlesh Kumar, Mob. +91 70808 04466. Email: delhi@c1iindia.com and
support@bankeauctions.comt As on date, there is no order restraining and/or court injunction HHFL the authorized Officer of
HHFL from selling alienating and/or disposing of the above immovable properties / secured assets 8. For detailed terms and
conditions of the sale, please refer to the link website ie. https://www.bankeauctions.com
Authorised Officer|




