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Flash floods wreak havoc in
Afghanistan's Nuristan; 20
killed, over 100 missing

Newyork.(Agency)

At least 20 people were killed and more than 100
remained missing after flash floods swept
through Afghanistan's northeastern Nuristan
province on Monday. The death toll is expected
to rise as rescue teams continue searching for
survivorsinthe remote mountainous region.
Among those missing are the mayor of Parun,
the provincial capital, and his two bodyguards.
PARUN BEARSTHE BRUNT

The Taliban's National Disaster Management
Authority said Parun was the worst-hit area, with
floodwaters destroying homes, commercial
areas and other infrastructure. Atleast 80 people
were injured in the disaster.Authorities said
search and rescue operations were underway,
but damaged roads and difficult terrain were
slowing efforts to reach affected communities.
The agency warned of "severe financial and
human losses" as teams continued to assess the
damage.Afghanistan is among the countries
mostvulnerable to climate change, with extreme
weather events becoming more frequent.
Deforestation in Nuristan and other provinces
has worsened flash floods by reducing the land's
ability to absorb heavy rainfall, increasing the
risk of deadly flooding.

US strikes Iran's Chabahar,
Bandar Abbas as Trump vVows
payback for troop deaths

World.(Agency)

The United States has launched a fresh round of
military strikes against Iran, dramatically escalating
the conflict between Washington and Tehran and
raising fears of a wider regional war across the
Middle East. In retaliation, Iran claimed it targeted
the USHIMARS missile systems in Kuwait.

The US Central Command (Centcom) announced on
X that the operation began under the direction of the
Commander in Chief.

According to Centcom, the strikes were aimed at
further degrading Iranian military capabilities
allegedly used to attack commercial shipping in the
Strait of Hormuz, one of the world's busiest
maritime trade routes.U.S. forces claimed that it
struck Iranian military command centers, maritime
capabilities, missile and drone launch sites, and air
defense systems to degrade Iran's ability to continue
attacking commercial vessels flowing through the
Strait of Hormuz.

EXPLOSIONS REPORTED ACROSS IRAN

Shortly after the US operation began, Iran State TV
reported an explosion in the strategic port city of
Bandar Abbas, home to key Iranian naval facilities
overlooking the Strait of Hormuz.

US strikes Iran again as Tehran
hits Gulf allies and oil routes
choke

Dubai.(Agency)

The United States carried out fresh strikes on
Iran on Monday after announcing the death of
another American service member, while Iran
retaliated with attacks on US allies Kuwait,
Jordan and Bahrain, home to the US Navy's 5th
Fleet. The latest escalation came as the interim
deal signed last month to end the fighting fell
apartand shipping through the Strait of Hormuz
largely stalled.At the same time, there were
signs of diplomatic movement as Iranian
Interior Minister Eskandar Momeni travelled to
Pakistan, which has been trying to mediate in
the conflict. The fighting has also raised
concerns over world energy supplies, with Iran-
backed Houthi rebels in Yemen saying they
planned to prevent Saudi Arabia from shipping
through the Red Sea, an alternative route for oil
exports during the war.

The escalation has pushed oil prices higher in
recent weeks. Benchmark Brent crude traded
above USD 88 a barrel on Monday, while regular
petrol in the US rose to an average of USD 4 a
gallon. The US military identified two soldiers
killed in Jordan in attacks that left a third person
missing. Separately, it confirmed another death
in Iraq on Saturday during the "controlled
detonation" of a downed Iranian
drone.President Donald Trump said on social
media: "Every time Iran kills an American
Soldier they will pay for that killing many times
over!" Trump was also due to attend a ceremony
on Tuesday evening at Dover Air Force Base,
where the remains of at least one service
member were expected to arrive.
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How anti-Taliban fighters seized
Afghan district on Pakistan borders

An armed anti-Taliban group claimed it briefl

seized the Yaftal-e-Paeen district headquarters in
Afghanistan's Badakhshan for hours before
withdrawing. While the Taliban said it quickly
restored control, if verified, it would mark the
first known instance since it returned to power in

2021 when an Afghan district headquarters
briefly slipped from its control.

World.(Agency)

For several hours early on Friday, July
17, an armed anti-Taliban group
claimed to have taken control of the
Yaftal-e-Paeen district headquarters in
Afghanistan's northeastern
Badakhshan province, bordering
Pakistan.Local sources cited by
multiple Afghan media outlets said the

fighters disarmed Taliban personnel,
occupied the district administration
building and raised the flag of a newly
announced group calling
itself Sepahian-e Mihan
(Soldiers of the Homeland). | %
Taliban authorities §
acknowledged an overnight
attack and downplayed it.
The regime said security
forces retook the district f
within hours, arrested
several suspects and restored
order. "
While the alleged siege lasted §
briefly, if independently
confirmed, it would mark the
first known instance since the Taliban
returned to power in August 2021 that
an Afghan district headquarters

temporarily slipped from its control,
reported online news outlet The Kabul
Tribune.

According to BBC Urdu, the group,
Sepahian-e Mihan, is led by Qayum
Khan Malang, a former Afghan
National Army officer who later fought

with Ahmad Massoud's National
Resistance Front (NRF) before forming
his own armed outfit in Badakhshan.
During the US-backed
government in Afghanistan, he
trained and foughtalongside US
Delta Force units.

The Taliban dismissed the
attackers as a propaganda outfit
incapable of mounting any
sustained resistance.Since
returning to power in 2021 after
the collapse of the US-backed
Afghan government, the
Taliban has largely maintained
territorial control despite
sporadic attacks by armed
resistance groups such as the NRF and
the Afghanistan Freedom Front.The
alleged siege.

Why Indian students are ditching the US,
flocking to European universities

w-For decades, the US was the dream
destination for Indian students. But rising
costs, tougher visa rules under the second
Donald Trump administration and a new
India-EU mobility framework are promptin
many to look towards Europe. European
universities are offering cheaper education,
clearer post-study pathways and greater

American.(Agency)

The American dream for Indian
students might have shifted across
the Atlantic. Indian students are
increasingly looking beyond the US

expenses in the US are prompting
students and parents to reassess
their choices.

According to the Reuters report,
education consultants and
European Officials (EU) are
witnessing growing interest in
Europe, with countries like
Germany, France, the Netherlands
and Italy emerging as alternatives
tothe US, Canada, and the UK.

This shifthas been on for some time

and are instead choosing European .,

universities as stricter American

immigration policies, rising costs

ofliving, and new opportunities are
reshaping education choices.

For decades, the US was the first
choice for Indian students seeking
higher education and career
opportunities overseas. However,
tighter visa rules, uncertainty about
post-study prospects, and rising

now. There are already around
120,000 Indian students across the
EU, according to a report in The
Hindu. Between 2015 and 2023, the
number of Indian students

migrating to Europe surged by 45%,
with enrolments growing by
68.33% in countries like Germany,
France, Italy, and Ireland,
according to the report. In sharp
contrast, according to data from the
Indian education-fintech platform
GyanDhan the percentage of Indian
students choosing the US fell from
54% in 2023 to 26% in 2024 and just
20% in 2025.

Since then, Europe has become an
increasingly popular choice for
Indian students, with Germany,
y, France, and Spain emerging as
major hubs. In 2024, Germany
alone hosted over 43,000 Indian
students, a number projected to
rise significantly by 2030.
According to data from the
overseas education consultancy,
upGrad Study Abroad, Europe
emerged as the second-largest
study-abroad destination in 2025,
with Germany and France leading
year-on-year growth.

Andy Burnham starts as UK PM facing
cost crisis and global flashpoints

London.(Agency)

Andy Burnham begins his first full
day as UK prime minister on
Tuesday after taking office with
strong public enthusiasm and a
long list of immediate challenges.
He replaces Keir Starmer at a time
when Britain is dealing with a weak
economy, high living costs,
pressure on public services and
major foreign policy demands.

Burnham, who spent most of the
past decade as mayor of Greater
Manchester and returned to

Parliament in a special election last
month, now moves from running a
region of 3million people toleading
a country of 70 million. His
government will have to deal with
domestic pressures as well as wars
in Ukraine and the Middle East,
while also managing ties with US
President Donald Trump.

Domestic issues are at the top of
Burnham's agenda and he has said
he will set out his plan on Tuesday
on how the government will fund
efforts to lower living costs. He
inherits an economy that had been

improving until the Iran war
disrupted forecasts, with growth
now widely expected to slow
sharply this year while inflation
rises.A central part of Burnham's
platform is decentralising
government by directing more
money to local authorities and
bringing some services back under
public control after they were
privatised four decades ago. His
business-friendly socialist
approach, known as
"Manchesterism", aims to combine
private and public money .

Rubio-led meet backs
travel curbs, data sharing
on political terrorism

World.(Agency)

A ministerial meeting on political terrorism hosted
by US Secretary of State Marco Rubio has decided to
deepen information sharing and coordination on
travel restrictions for people supporting political
terrorism, a senior US official said on Monday.The
Ministerial on Resurgence of Political Terrorism,
held at the US Department of State last Thursday,
was attended by representatives of 66 countries,
including 17 ministers. India was represented by its
ambassador to the US, Vinay Mohan Kwatra.
Gregory D LoGerfo, Coordinator and Ambassador-
at-Large for Counterterrorism, told reporters, "This
is the beginning of a sustained effort to ensure we
address a new threat, and we look forward to
continuing to work with our partners in the months
ahead." He said participants discussed how to align
their legal frameworks so that these far-left
networks cannot simply relocate across
borders.LoGerfo said the participants agreed to
deepen information sharing, coordinate on travel
restrictions, and strengthen protection of critical
infrastructure, especially transport and energy
systems, which he said have been repeated targets.
He also said Secretary Rubio has already announced
new visa restrictions targeting members of far-left
terrorists and aligned groups under the
Immigration and Nationality Act."We will bar
anyone who engages in far-left terrorism or
provides support from entering the United States,"
LoGerfo said. He added, "As part of these
designations, the US Treasury Office of Terrorism
and Financial Intelligence will take steps to
dismantle the funding which sustains these groups,"
and said the State Department is offering rewards of
up to USD 10 million for information that disrupts
far-leftterrorist financing.

LoGerfo said the ministerial was not about policing
political viewpoints, limiting freedom of speech or
stopping peaceful protest. The development comes
amid criticism from some opponents of the Trump
administration's counterterrorism approach, who
say its focus on threats from the far left is misplaced.
An analysis by the Centre for Strategic and
International Studies in 2025 said that while left-
wing violence in the US has increased over the past
decade, itrose from verylow levels and remains well
below historical levels of violence carried out by
right-wing and jihadist attackers.

US slaps additional 50% tariffs on
Canada, cites discriminatory treatment

® = N I

Donald Trump has announced
50% tariffs on a broad range
of Canadian imports under
Section 338 of the Tariff Act of
1930. Canada has said it wants
intensive talks to resolve the
dispute as the move opens a
new front in trade tensions.

Washington.(Agency)

President Donald Trump unveiled 50%
tariffs on a wide range of imports from
Canada on Monday in response to what
the U.S. administration called its
discriminatory treatment of American-
made cars, alcohol and dairy goods,

threatening a new frontin a global trade
war.

In slapping import taxes on goods
ranging from wine to cement and ice
hockey gear, Trump invoked Section
338 of the Tariff Act of 1930, which
permits a president to impose punitive
tariffs of up to 50% against trading
partners deemed to have discriminated
against U.S. goods. That marked the
law's first known usage in nearly a
century of existence.The new tariffs,
set to take effect in 30 days, would also
apply to dairy products, swimming
pools, furniture, fishing rods, seeds,
clothing and wigs, among other items.
“While the Administration continues to
secure fair and reciprocal trade deals
with our trading partners, Canada,

unlike other partners and allies,
continuesto retaliate against the United
States for its efforts to rebalance trade

B

and protect U.S. industry in national-
security sensitive sectors,” U.S. Trade
Representative Jamieson Greer saidina
statement.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney
said in a statement that his government
has made comprehensive proposals to
resolve trade disputes with
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Washington, asserting that Trump's
past tariffs violated the North American
trade pact.

"This trade dispute has raised costs for
families, particularly in the U.S.," he
said. "Canada stands ready to engage
intensively to address outstanding
issues with the U.S. to the mutual
benefit of our citizens."The Trump
administration has long complained
that Canada and China implemented
retaliatory measures in response to the
barrage of tariffs Trump has tried to
impose since returning to the White
House last year.Greer has pointedly left
Canada out of negotiations under way
with Mexico on changes the U.S. wants
in the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement
ontrade.
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Rahul Gandhi Detained During March to PM
Residence as C ]P Protest Row Escalates

New Delhi: The politi-
cal showdown over the
Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP)-led student protests
intensified on Tuesday af-
ter Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi was detained while
leading a march towards
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s residence, deepen-
ing the confrontation be-
tween the Opposition and
the Centre.

The fresh flashpoint fol-
lowed Monday’s ‘Sansad
Chalo’ protest, organised

protest from party presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge’s
residence at Rajaji Marg,
Rahul Gandhi, Kharge,
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
and senior party leaders
marched towards 7, Lok
Kalyan Marg, demanding
accountability over the al-
leged paper leak contro-
versy and police action
against student protesters.
As police stopped the
march, Rahul Gandhi
staged a sit-in on the road
and refused to disperse.

He was later detained and
forcibly removed by secu-
rity personnel. Television
visuals circulating on so-
cial media showed Gandhi
being dragged away, with
blood reportedly visible on
his nose during the scuffle.
Before his detention, Gan-
dhi declared that the pro-

by the CJP, which ended
in clashes with Delhi Po-
lice. Several protesters
were injured after po-
lice used force, including
lathicharge and tear gas,
triggering sharp political
reactions and nationwide
debate.
Leading

the  Congress

Congress vs BJP Showdown
Deepens as Rahul Gandhi Detained,
Parliament Disrupted

test would continue and
appealed to citizens to join
the demonstration outside
the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence. “An attack on stu-
dents is an attack on every
Indian family,” he said,

accusing the government
of avoiding accountability
over the controversy. He
also demanded the resig-
nations of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.

The Congress accused the
Centre of using excessive
force against peaceful stu-
dent protesters and alleged
that Parliament was being
prevented from discuss-
ing the issue. Rajya Sabha
Leader of the Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge said
the government was at-
tempting to silence dissent
by refusing a debate on the
alleged police action.

The BJP, however, accused
the Congress of attempting
to breach the Prime Minis-
ter’s security by marching
towards his official resi-
dence, a charge rejected
by Congress leaders, who
maintained  that  their
demonstration remained
peaceful.

Delhi Police defended its
action, stating that Mon-
day’s student protest had

turned violent, with pro-
testers allegedly pelting
stones, vandalising police
vehicles and injuring 118
police personnel, includ-
ing senior officers.
Meanwhile, the Monsoon
Session of Parliament con-
tinued to witness repeated
disruptions, with both the
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
adjourned amid persistent
protests and demands for
a discussion on the alleged
paper leak and the police
crackdown on demonstra-
tors.

The Centre, even as po-
litical tensions mounted,
indicated that it remained
open to dialogue with the
protesters, keeping the
possibility of negotiations
alive despite the escalating
standoff.

BSL Inaugurates Third 220 kV
CTPS—MRS Transmission Line
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Bokaro: Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL), in collaboration with
the Damodar Valley Corporation (DVC), on Tuesday in-
augurated the third 220 kV CTPS-MRS transmission line,
strengthening the plant’s power infrastructure. The 8.6-km
line, built using 29 monopoles—a first for DVC—will en-
sure a more reliable, uninterrupted, and secure power sup-
ply to BSLs production units.
The line, charged on July 10, was formally dedicated to
service after successful testing and commissioning. BSL
Director-in-Charge and DVC Member (Technical) said the
project would enhance energy security, improve operation-
al efficiency, and support the plant’s future production and
expansion needs.

Chinmaya Vidyalaya Bokaro Principal
Wins SOF Best Zonal Principal Award

by Apurva

Bokaro: Suraj Sharma, Principal of Chinmaya Vidyalaya
Bokaro, has been honoured with the Science Olympiad
Foundation (SOF) Best Zonal Principal Award for the
2025-26 academic session in recognition of his outstand-
ing academic leadership and the school’s achievements.
Congratulating him, school officials praised his role in
strengthening academic excellence, discipline, and innova-
tion, with students consistently excelling in board examina-
tions, JEE, NEET, and national-level competitions. Receiv-
ing the honour, Sharma said the award belongs to the entire
school community, crediting students, teachers, parents,
and the management for the achievement. The recognition
further reinforces Chinmaya Vidyalaya Bokaro’s reputation
for quality education and holistic development.

Farmers’ Protest Against India-US Trade Deal: Punjab Farmers
March to Delhi, Demand Agrtculture Be Kept Out of Pact

New Delhi: A fresh wave of
farmers protests has erupted
against the proposed India-US
trade agreement, with thou-
sands of farmers from Punjab,
Haryana and other states mo-
bilising for a ‘Kisan Mahapan-
chayat’ in New Delhi. Farmer or-
ganisations claim the proposed
trade pact could expose Indian
agriculture and the dairy sector
to cheaper American imports,
threatening the livelihoods of
millions of small and marginal
farmers.Geographic Reference
The protest, organised under
the banner of the Desh Bachao
Morcha along with several farm-
er groups, comes at a crucial
stage when India and the United
States are negotiating a bilateral
trade agreement. Farmer leaders
have demanded that agriculture
and dairy be completely exclud-
ed from the proposed pact, argu-
ing that Indian farmers cannot
compete with heavily subsidised
agricultural products from the
United States.

Heavy Security at Delhi Bor-
ders

Authorities deployed heavy se-
curity at the Punjab-Haryana
border and key entry points
into Delhi to prevent protesters
from reaching the national capi-
tal. The Haryana government

sealed the Shambhu border with
multiple barricades, cement
blocks and a large police pres-
ence as convoys of farmers at-
tempted to march towards Delhi
for the Mahapanchayat at Kisan
Ghat.South Asians & Diaspora
Several farmer leaders alleged
that they were stopped or de-
tained en route to Delhi. Reports
said Bharatiya Kisan Union
(Charuni) chief Gurnam Singh
Charuni was detained by Hary-
ana Police while heading to the
protest venue.

Why Farmers Oppose the
Trade Deal

Farmer organisations contend
that lowering import tariffs on
American agricultural com-
modities could make imported
products cheaper than domes-
tically produced crops. They
fear such a move would reduce

farmgate prices, weaken the
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
system, and adversely affect sec-
tors including wheat, maize,
pulses, cotton, oilseeds and dairy.
They also argue that American
farmers benefit from extensive
government subsidies, crop in-
surance and technological ad-
vantages, making it difficult for
Indian farmers—most of whom
operate on small landholdings—
to compete on equal terms.

The protesting unions insist they
are not opposed to international
trade itself but want any agree-
ment to safeguard Indias food
security; rural employment and
domestic agricultural markets.
They have also reiterated long-
standing demands for a legal
guarantee of MSP and stronger
protections for farmers before
any trade commitments are fi-

nalised.

Protest Builds Political Pres-
sure

The mobilisation has added po-
litical pressure on the Centre at
a time when negotiations with
Washington are reportedly in
their final stages. Farmer unions
have warned that if agriculture
is included in the agreement
without adequate safeguards,
they will intensify nationwide
protests.

In recent weeks, several dem-
onstrations, motorcycle rallies
and public meetings have been
organised across Punjab to raise
awareness about what farmer
organisations describe as the
potential impact of the proposed
trade pact on agriculture, dairy,
small businesses and rural liveli-
hoods.

Government Yet to Finalise
Agreement

The proposed India-US trade
agreement has not yet been
finalised. While both govern-
ments have indicated progress
in negotiations, officials have
not disclosed the final contours
of the pact. Agriculture remains
one of the most sensitive issues
in the talks, with New Delhi
seeking to balance expanding
trade ties with protecting the in-
terests of its farming community.

US Lacks Missile Stockpiles for Pro-
longed War with Iran: Report

Washington: The United States has not entered a full-scale
war with Iran despite ongoing exchanges of strikes because
it lacks sufficient missile stockpiles to sustain a prolonged
military campaign, a US official told The Washington Post.
The official said the Donald Trump administration is pre-
paring for the possibility of a broader conflict but noted that
any escalation would still fall short of an all-out war. Ac-
cording to the report, shrinking inventories of air-defence
and long-range munitions, coupled with constraints on de-
ploying additional troops and aircraft to West Asia due to
operational challenges, could limit US military operations.
“We do not have enough to safely sustain operations, and |
don’t think the White House is aware of that,” the official
was quoted as saying.

IRGC Claims Missile Strike on Amazon-
Linked Data Infrastructure in Bahrain

Tehran: Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
on Tuesday claimed it launched cruise missile strikes on
Amazon-linked data infrastructure in Bahrain and targeted
US air defence systems, further escalating tensions with the
United States in the Gulf. According to Iran’s IRGC-affiliat-
ed Fars News Agency, several missiles hit what it described
as Amazon’s central data infrastructure in Bahrain, claiming
the facility was destroyed. The claim has not been indepen-
dently verified, and there has been no immediate confirma-
tion from Bahrain, Amazon, or US officials.

Landslide After Methane Blast Kills
10 in Sikkim

Gangtok: At least 10 workers were killed after a methane
gas explosion triggered a landslide inside an under-con-
struction tunnel of NHPC’s Teesta Stage-VI hydropower
project in Sikkim’s Namchi district on Tuesday. More than
27 workers were reportedly trapped as debris blocked a sec-
tion of the tunnel, prompting a large-scale rescue operation.
According to district officials, methane gas had accumulated
along nearly 1.5 kilometres of the tunnel. The explosion oc-
curred during efforts to vent the gas, causing a landslide that
sealed part of the tunnel. While several workers managed to
escape, many remain trapped. Rescue teams are continuing
operations to clear the debris and locate the missing work-
ers. Authorities are investigating the cause of the incident.

JPSC Chairman Quits Amid CID Probe
Into Exam Irregularities

Ranchi: JPSC Chairman L. Khiangte resigned late Tues-
day amid the CID probe into alleged irregularities in JPSC
examination results. Appointed in February 2025, Khiangte
stepped down as the Hemant Soren government intensified
action against the alleged recruitment scam.

Earlier in the day, the CID raided the JPSC office and the
premises of examination agency TDPL, sealing its office
after seizing pen drives, hard disks, diaries, and confiden-
tial documents. Three TDPL-linked persons and JPSC As-
sistant Examination Controller Shweta Gupta were detained
for questioning. Investigators are examining digital records
and other evidence, with officials .
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IIM Bodh Gaya Earns AACSB Accreditation,
Becomes India’s Sixth Accredited 1IM

by Prabhat Sinha

Gayaji: The Indian Insti-
tute of Management (IIM)
Bodh Gaya has secured
the prestigious AACSB In-
ternational accreditation,
becoming the sixth IIM in
India to earn the globally
recognized distinction. The
achievement places the in-
stitute among the top 6% of
business schools worldwide
accredited by AACSB.

Home to over 1,700 stu-
dents, IIM Bodh Gaya of-
fers programmes includ-
ing MBA, MBA in Digital

Business and AI, MBA in
Hospital and Healthcare
Management, IPM, Ph.D,,
and Executive MBA. The
institute is also known for
integrating  mindfulness

into management educa-
tion. The accreditation fol-
lowed a rigorous evaluation
process conducted between
August 2025 and March
2026.

Describing it as a historic
milestone, Director Prof.
(Dr.) Vinita S. Sahay said
the recognition reflects the
institute’s commitment to
academic excellence and
global standards. She cred-
ited the Board of Gover-
nors, faculty, staff, and stu-
dents for the achievement.
The AACSB accreditation
is expected to boost IIM
Bodh Gaya’s global stand-
ing by expanding oppor-
tunities for international
collaborations, dual-degree
programmes, and student
exchange initiatives.
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I, SUSHMA VARNAVAL, Aad-
haar No. 2391 5070 2650, Wife
of Manoj Kumar, aged about 56
years, resident of Tara Niwas,
Rana Pratap Nagar, Chas, P.O.
& P.S. Chas, District Bokaro,
Jharkhand — 827013, do hereby
solemnly affirm on oath and
declare vide Affidavit No. 7133
dated 15/07/26, as follows:

1.That I am an Indian citizen

I, MANOJ KUMAR BARN-
WAL, Aadhaar No. 6058 4537
7173, Son of Balmukund Barn-
wal, aged about 59 years, resi-
dent of Tara Niwas, C/o Maa
Laxmi Hardware, Rana Pratap
Nagar, Chas, P.O. & P.S. Chas,
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District Bokaro, Jharkhand —
827013, do hereby solemnly af-
firm on oath and declare vide Af-
fidavit No. 7134 dated 15/07/26,
as follows:

1.That I am an Indian citizen
and a permanent resident of the
above-mentioned address.
2.That my actual and correct
name is MANOJ KUMAR
BARNWAL and my father’s
actual and correct name is BAL-
MUKUND BARNWAL, which
are recorded in my Aadhaar Card
No. 6058 4537 7173, PAN Card
No. AOHPPB4686E, and Voter
ID Card No. GPV8508830. My
mother’s name is KAILASH
DEVI, as recorded in her Voter
ID Card No. CGH1066554.
3.That in my Voter ID Card,
my name has been recorded as
MUNNA LAL and my father’s
name has been recorded as
BAAL MUKUND LAL.

4.That in all the documents
of my wife, son and daughter,
my name has been recorded as
MANOJ KUMAR.

5.That MANOJ KUMAR
BARNWAL, MUNNA LAL and
MANOJ KUMAR are the names
of one and the same person, i.e.,
myself.

6.That BALMUKUND BARN-
WAL and BAAL MUKUND
LAL are the names of one and
the same person, i.e., my father.
7.That this affidavit is being
sworn by me in token of proof of
the facts stated hereinabove and
to submit the same before the
competent authority for needful
purpose.

DEPONENT

and a permanent resident of
the above-mentioned address.
2.That my actual and correct
name is SUSHMA VARNAVAL
and my husband’s actual and
correct name is MANOJ KU-
MAR, which are recorded in
my Aadhaar Card No. 2391
5070 2650, PAN Card No. AR-
DPV3865E, and Voter ID Card
No. GPV8508822. 3.That in
my Voter ID Card bearing As-
sembly Constituency No. 160,
Polling Station No. 11, Madhya
Vidyalaya, Malaypur (Pachhim
Bhag), District Jamui (Bihar),
Part Serial No. 529, my name
has been recorded as SUSMA
DEVI and my husband’s name
has been recorded as MUNNA
LAL. 4.That in all the docu-
ments of my son and daughter,
my name has been recorded as
SUSHMA BARNWAL. 5.That
my husband’s name is MANOJ
KUMAR BARNWAL, as re-
corded in his Aadhaar Card No.
6058 4537 7173 and PAN Card
No. AOHPP4686E. 6.That SU-
SHMA VARNAVAL, SUSMA
DEVI and SUSHMA BARN-
WAL are the names of one and
the same person, i.e., myself.
7.That MANOJ KUMAR,
MUNNA LAL and MANOIJ
KUMAR BARNWAL are the
names of one and the same per-
son, i.e., my husband. 8.That
this affidavit is being sworn
by me in token of proof of the
contents made hereinabove and
to submit the same before the
competent authority for needful

purpose.

DEPONENT
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Un-Indian, PM must apologise: Rahul
Gandhi on cops beating students at CJP stir

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has demanded
an apology from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over the lathicharge on students
at the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
protest on Monday, calling the act "un-
Indian". Speaking to reporters, the
Leader of the Opposition in Lok Sabha,
appeared livid and questioned PM
Modi's silence on the matter. "What's
happening, people being beaten, is
completely un-Indian. Modi hasn't
even apologised for what happened §
yesterday,"he said.

Gandhi along with a few other
Opposition MPs met Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla earlier in the day, urging a
discussion on the crackdown in Parliament. On
that, he claimed that Birla denied agreeing to it
readily, explaining that he first needed to take
permission from the central government.
"Think about it, the Speaker is telling us that to
debate in Parliament he has to take permission
from the government. He is openly telling us
that," the Congress leader told

More of you who leave, the
happier I'll be: Mamata

Banerjee's message to rebels
Kolkata. (Agency)

Trinamool Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday called on all

reporters.Talking about the issues with the
Indian education and testing system that
students have been raising, Rahul Gandhi said
that the concerns are much bigger than mere

education. He claimed the testing system had
"ceased to exist" and was "hollowed out by
termites", stressing that the demand is
legitimate. "There is nothing wrong with
it...Why is the Prime Minister silent? What is
the reason? He should apologise to the
students, and he should stop this nonsense
(referencingthelathicharge on students).”

NEET paper leak a grave sin, can't
happen again: PM Modi as protests rage

Chennai. (Agency)

INDIA bloc partners in West
Bengal, including the Congress and
the CPI(M), to set aside their
differences and unite against the
BJP. At the same time, she made it
clear that rebels within her party
would not be welcomed back.

Speaking at the party's annual July
21 Martyrs' Day rally, Banerjee said
the fight against the BJP was bigger
than personal or political
differences. Her appeal came even
as the TMC appeared visibly split,
with a breakaway group holding a
parallel programme in Kolkata.

Addressing the gathering organised
by the Kalighat faction of the TMC
near Birla Planetarium, Banerjee
said, "I want everyone to unite
under the banner of the INDIA
alliance in Bengal to fight the BJP. I
don't have any ego. I urge others
also to keep aside their differences
and fight together." Though she did
not name the Congress or the

after
Term

he said all those involved had been
arrested, adding that 13 accused are
currently in custody.Union
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
said that the government acted swiftly after
the NEET paper leak came to light,
arresting 13 accused and sending them to
jail. To safeguard the future of aspirants,

CJP calls NEET protest talks with govt
useless, accuses JP Nadda of lying

he Centre refused to commit to the Cockroach Janata Party's three key demands during two rounds of talks with Health Minister JP Nadda, instead urging

Speaking at the NDA Parliamentary Party
meeting, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said the government acted immediately

the NEET paper leak came to light.
ingtheleaka"ghor paap" (grave sin),

the government decided to conduct a NEET
re-examination, which was successfully
held, with the results declared on
schedule.Rijiju said the government's
prompt action was aimed at ensuring such
incidents do not recur. Referring to Prime

Bashing the Centre, the former Congress chief
said that instead of acknowledging their
concerns and working to better the education
system and fix the examination framework,
police are cracking down on students.

He further slammed Union Home
| Minister Amit Shah, saying he should
resign, and since he reports to the PM, the
latter should step down as well.
"Dharmendra Pradhan is an
intermediary. He should absolutely
< resign, but he hasn't beaten up these
students. The Home Minister has. He
should resign, and since the Home
Minister reports to the Prime Minister,
the Prime Minister should resign. What s
going on?”Echoing Gandhi's sentiment,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
alleged the Centre used their "private army" to
thrash students and likened the PM Modi-led
NDA government to Hitler's regime. "Private
army used by the government yesterday
against students. Hitler used the private army
against his own people. Similarly, this
government used the private army to crack
down on students," he added.

.-'-_

§
)

i

allegedleak.

Minister Narendra Modi's remarks, he said
the Prime Minister had called for the
strictest possible punishment for those
involved in the paper leak, stressing that
strong action against the accused would
help deter future leaks and protect the
integrity of public examinations.

INSIDE THE NEET 2026 LEAK AND ITS
FOLLOW-UPS

As the Supreme Court prepares to hear a
batch of petitions in the NEET-UG paper
leak case, petitioners have sought the
dissolution of the National Testing Agency
(NTA) and a CBI investigation into the
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Publishing Mamata-era report, BJP joins a
four-way tug-of-war over Bengal Shahid Diwas

New Delhi. (Agency)

For years, July 21 in Kolkata unfolded much the same way. The Mamata
Banerjee-led Trinamool Congress (TMC) celebrating the day
exclusively. Lakhs of Trinamool Congress (TMC) workers would
descend on the city. Mamata would address the party's biggest annual
rally as rivals watched the show of strength. And the Shahid Diwas would
end with her announcing a roadmap for the future.

This year, however, things are different. There's poriborton! The first
Martyrs' Day or Shahid Diwas after the 2026 Assembly election that
brought the BJP to power in West Bengal has turned into a four-way
contest. The sides are the -

Mamata-Abhishek-led TMC
faction, the Ritabrata
Banerjee-led rebel MLAs'
faction, the Kakoli Ghosh
Dastidar-led camp of 20 MPs
that merged with the
Nationalist Citizens Party of
India (NCPI) not many knew of
and the Congress.

But the most important player is the BJP government of CM Suvendu
Adhikari. The only player now in control of the game might have opened
a Pandora's box. It's made itself a stakeholder by tabling the enquiry
report, announcing compensation for the families of the victims killed
in police firing in 1993, and questioning the TMC government's handling
of the case.The Shahid Diwas traces its origins to July 21, 1993, when 13
Youth Congress workers were killed in police firing during a march to
Writers' Buildings led by Mamata Banerjee, then the state Youth
Congress president. They were marching to demand that voter identity
cards become the sole mandatory document for voting.

Sukhbir Badal Summoned
Again In Punjab Sacrilege Row,
2015 Case Still Unsolved

Wardha. (Agency)

Shiromani Akali Dal president and ex-
Punjab deputy chief minister Sukhbir
Singh Badal on Monday appeared
before a special police team in
connection with the 2015 sacrilege and
police firing cases, becoming the latest
high-profile political leader to be
questioned in one of the state's most
politically sensitive investigations.

The questioning comes nearly 11 years
after the sacrilege incidents shook
Punjab and altered the state's political
landscape.

Yet, despite multiple investigations,
changes in government, and repeated
political promises, not a single
conviction has been secured in the
main sacrilege and police firing cases.
For many in Punjab, the recurring
summons and fresh investigations have
increasingly raised one question:

has the case become more of a political
issue than a criminal investigation?
Since 2015, the sacrilege cases have

CPI(M), the remarks .

survived three governments - the Akali

Shiv Sena (UBT) moves SC
against Speaker's nod to

}

New Delhi. (Agency) I ‘

merger of six MPs with Shinde The

faction

New Delhi. (Agency) with

The Shiv Sena (UBT) on Tuesday
approached the Supreme Court
challenging Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla's decision to approve the
merger of its six MPs with the Shiv
Sena led by Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath Shinde.
Senior advocate Devadatt Kamat,
appearing for the Shiv Sena (UBT),
mentioned the matter before a
bench comprising Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and Vipul M. Pancholi,
seeking an urgent hearing on
Wednesday. "We will see," the CJI
said.

Monday accused Union Health Minister
JP Nadda of lying about the Centre's talks

rejecting his claim that the discussions
were cordial and productive.

CJP spokesperson Ashutosh Ranka, who
attended the meeting with Nadda,

Cockroach Janata Party (CJP) on

NEET-UG paper leak protesters,

Kamat informed the bench that the
Speaker had, on July 18, approved
the merger of six Shiv Sena (UBT)
MPs with the Shinde-led Shiv Sena.
"The Speaker has recognised the
merger (of six Mps)," he said,
adding that this has become a
national phenomenon as MPs are
merging with those against whom
they had contested and won the

ont
cabi
cruc

Congress leadership is
set to take a final call

New Delhi, with the

hours in the process. Meanwhile, fellow
described the dialogue, held amid the spokesperson Saurav Das said they had
'Chalo Sansad' march, as "useless", waited nearly two hours for what
alleging that the delegation wasted four ultimately turned out to be a 10-minute

rotesters to end their agitation. The CJP dismissed the discussions as a waste of time, while the government defended its handling of the NEET paper leak.

Ll bBE

| 11:50 am."

meeting.His response came after Nadda
posted on X on Monday: "This morning,
for the firsttime, the protesters proposed

"The meeting took place in a cordial
atmosphere.
=¥ discussion was held with their
delegation, and they submitted a written
memorandum to me around 4 pm. I have
requested all the protesters to end their
sit-in and assist the administration in

Dal-BJP alliance, the Congress, and now
the AAP administration led by
Bhagwant Mann.Each government
constituted fresh investigations or

holding talks with the government, and ;rderledrenewedlprobei i
discussions have been underway since et, eleven years later, the cases remain
unresolved.

Over those years, five SITs, or Special
Investigation Teams, set up by Punjab
Police, apart from a team sent by the
CBI have conducted investigations. But
successive governments have failed to
take the cases to their logical
conclusion, leaving justice elusive for
the victims' families.

An initial detailed verbal

restoring normalcy," Nadda said.

Congress to finalise Karnataka Cabinet

he Karnataka
net expansion after
ial consultations in

The long-awaited expansion of the Karnataka
cabinet is likely to take place on Wednesday,
with the Congress high command expected to
take a final decision after a crucial round of
consultations in New Delhi.

According to party sources, the final meeting 2
will be held between Leader of the Opposition &
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, Congress

expansion amid fierce race for 20 berths

Bengaluru. (Agency)

a consensus that balances competing
interests, ensures political stability and
strengthens the state government.The
selection of ministers is expected to be based
on multiple factors. The Congress leadership
is keen to maintain regional balance by
| ensuring representation from all parts of
' Karnataka. Caste equations are also expected
to play a key role, with efforts being made to
provide adequate representation to major
communities as well as socially disadvantaged

|-

elections.

On July 18, Speaker Om Birla
approved the merger of six Shiv
Sena (UBT) MPs with the Shinde-
led Shiv Sena. The decision has
now been challenged before the
apex court by the Uddhav

exercise expected to test
the party's ability to
balance regional, caste,
gender and generational
representation.

president Mallikarjun Kharge, Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar and former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah before the list of new ministers
is approved.The Karnataka cabinet currently
has 20 vacant ministerial berths, giving the
Congress leadership room to induct a large
number of legislators. However, the exercise
is expected to be politically complex, with

w _a -

around 50 to 60 MLAs actively vying for
ministerial positions.

Sources said both Siddaramaiah and DK
Shivakumar have already submitted their
respective preference lists to the Congress
high command.

The central leadership is now expected to
reconcile the recommendations and arrive at
= = E ':_l_._

groups.The leadership is also likely to focus
on maintaining an age balance by combining
experienced legislators with younger faces. In
addition, gender representation is expected to
be a key consideration, with the party looking
to increase the participation of women in the
cabinet.
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Race to the
podium: And then
there were four

A hundred and two matches down and only two to
go. Let’s bring on the countdown, the excited
announcer, the tacky music and the inevitable
Trumpian overtones for the last couple of times.
Will Lionel Messi and his gravitational aura, for
one last time, bend the arc of history Argentina’s
way, or will Spain—often so frugal, at times so
gossamer—further cement the current epoch as
theirs?The final 90 minutes on Sunday night will be
so layered, so luminous and powered by so much
stardust that the spectacle itself may ultimately feel
understated. That is, unless Messi & Company re-
engineer the joyride of the last World Cup final,
when Argentina’s talisman went head-to-head with
Kylian Mbappé in a superlative six-goal thriller.
This time, Messi faces the teenager Lamine Yamal,
who is yet to fully explode at the tournament. What
better time than the final?The showpiece event is,
however, instructive for another reason. The Old
World still has a firm grip on the World Cup, even
in its supersized 48-team form. The scale, length,
debutants, locality—three North American
nations—and some early results had suggested a
shift in power, or at least that the outlines of a
different future. But ultimately, the illusion faded
and the powerhouses reasserted authority.

Nine out of 10 African teams progressed from the
group stages. While that seemed a testimony to
their progress, one by one they fell in the round of
32—except for Morocco. The continent’s last
representative exited in the last-eight stage. The
Moroccan Football Association is well-resourced
and organised. Their quarter-final run proved that
Morocco’s third-place finish in Qatar was no fluke.
There was no shame in their elimination by France,
but the makeup of Morocco’s squad highlighted
part of the structural problems facing African
football: 19 of the 26 players were born outside the
country. Just one player of their starting XI against
Brazil was born in Morocco.Congo, Tunisia and
Algeria also fielded rosters with more than half the
players born abroad. Tournament sensation Cape
Verde selected 14 diaspora players and took
Argentina to extra-time in a valiant defeat. Fifa
held up the Cape Verdians as proof that they are
living up to their mission statement by distributing
development money. Yet, before the tournament,
manager Bubista had told me that there was still a
vast amount of work to do on the ground to develop
the domestic league and infrastructure in the island
nation.

Under Fifa president Gianni Infantino, more than
$5 billion has been distributed in development
money to the 211 member associations. It’s a
strategy replicated from Sepp Blatter and is key to
his political survival: in return for financial
support, Infantino receives votes.

African nations are a generous beneficiary of Fifa
development money. In the 2016-2022 report on
Forward Development funds, African member
associations were the largest recipients, receiving
$518 million in total. But with such a heavy
reliance on the diaspora to bridge the qualitative
gap with Europe, it begs the question of how
African federations run their national team setups
and football at large in their countries. Crucially,
the audits of these forward development funds are
never made public.At least, Africa had a proper
presence in the knockout phase. Japan had enjoyed
gushing reviews from the world media, but for all
their perceived mobility, agility and speed, they

The constitutional amendment we aren’t debating

Like earlier constitutional amendments linked to delimitation, the one being proposed reaches into Clause (3) of Article 81, which determines the
census to be used. None touches Clause (2)(a), which determines the relation between a state’s population and its representation

The BJP wants to amend the Constitution. The 131st
Amendment Bill and its companion Delimitation
Bill do essentially one thing. They change which
census we count. Seats today are frozen to the
headcount of 1971.The Bill will be fought clause by
clause, state by state, party by party. Parties are being
broken to find a two-thirds majority. Everyone is
arguing about which census, whose headcount.
Whichever way the vote falls, we will not have
debated the one sentence that decides the outcome.

Article 81 in the Constitution is the reason for this
majorupheaval in India’s politics. The BJP wants to
amend it to reflect an increase in total number of
seats that would automatically trigger a
delimitation exercise.Clause (2)(a) of Article 81
says: seats shall be allotted to each state so that “the
ratio between that number and the population of the
state is, so far as practicable, the same for all states”.
That is the engine. Clause (3), that all parties are
debating, is merely the footnote—it tells you which
census the word “population” happens to point
to.Now look at what we have actually amended in
75 years. The Forty-second. The Eighty-fourth. The
Eighty-seventh. Every one of them reached into
Clause (3) and changed a census year. Not one has
ever touched Clause (2)(a). The current Bill before
Parliament does the same thing again. We are about
to hold a constitutional war over the definition of a
word. The word is not the problem. The rule is.
Article 81 does not merely say population matters. It
says population—and nothing else—decides a
state’s voice in Parliament.Why should that be so?
Begin with what Parliament is for. Its first power is
the power of the purse. The Union cannot raise a
rupee or spend a rupee without Parliament’s
sanction, and Parliament’s central task is to
scrutinise both halves of that—how the money
comes in, and where it goes. Population is a fair
proxy for one half. A state with more people needs
more schools, more trains, more grain. That is real,
and it should count.

But it is a proxy for one half only. On the other side of
the ledger sits the question of who actually fills the
kitty—and there, population is not a good proxy.
Over the four years from 2022-23 to 2025-26,
Maharashtra averaged 21.7 percent of India’s total

GST collections while carrying 9.1 percent of its
people. Karnataka: 8.8 percent of the tax, 4.8 percent
of'the people. Tamil Nadu: 8.8 and 5.5. Now run it the
other way. Uttar Pradesh, with 17.1 percent of
Indians, contributes 6.7 percent of GST. Bihar, with
9.3 percent of the population—one in eleven
Indians—contributes 1.9 percent. Madhya Pradesh,
6.3 percent of people, 2.7 percent of tax.

So Parliament exists to watch how the Union’s money
is raised and spent. Its composition reflects only the
spending side. The raising side—the entire other half

of its own mandate—counts for zero. Why should
one side of the ledger be worth everything and the
other worth nothing?uppose it were not. Suppose
Article 81(2)(a) allotted seats on two factors instead
of one, weighted equally: a state’s share of the
population, and its share of what it puts into the
national tax pool. I did the arithmetic—population as
projected for 2026, GST averaged over the last four
years, 50-50.The Lok Sabha would look like this.
Maharashtra 84 seats, up from 48. Uttar Pradesh 65,
down from 80. Gujarat 39, up from 26. Karnataka 37,
up from 28. Bihar 30, down from 40. West Bengal 32,
down from 42. Telangana 19. Kerala 15. And Tamil
Nadu—39 seats. Exactly what it holds today.Look at
what leaps out of this exercise: it is not a southern
story. The biggest gainer by a mile is Maharashtra,
and much of that is Mumbai booking tax the rest of
India generates, an artefact of where head offices sit
rather than where value is made. Gujarat and
Haryana gain too. Kerala and Andhra still lose. Any

New mission hits right note with boost for chip design, research

honest formula must reckon with all of it: which tax
you measure, whether you correct for headquarters,
what else belongs in the basket—human
development, ecology, need. But that is the argument
we ought to be having.

This is not a proposal to let rich states buy votes. It does

not price a citizen’s franchise by her tax receipt. Every
individual’s vote remains exactly, identically
equal—an Indian in Kanpur weighs no less than an
Indian in Coimbatore, and nothing here touches that.
Delimitation was never about the individual vote. It is
about the collective weight of a state as a unit of the
federation, and no federation on earth has ever
settled that by headcount alone. The Rajya Sabha
was supposed to be our counterweight, but we
handed out its seats by population too—so it
magnifies the imbalance instead of checking it. We
built a bicameral Parliament with one sole basis:
population. We already know how to do this, and we
doitevery five years. The Finance Commission does
not divide the Union’s taxes on a single axis. It
weighs population, area, income distance, forest
cover, demographic performance, tax effort. A
basket of factors is obviously right for splitting the
money. A single blunt number is somehow right for
splitting the power. Why?Change that, and see what
else changes. No Chief Minister has to stand up and
ask families to have more children, dreaming up
production-linked incentive schemes for baby
production to defend seats in a delimitation still years
away. Inter-state migration stops being a threat to be
resented—Dbecause the worker who moves builds the
economy and pays the taxes of the state she moves to.
There is an irony buried in the present arithmetic:
much of the tax Maharashtra and Karnataka remit is
earned by workers who came from the very states now
poised to gain seats, and who are still counted for
representation in the states they left. And the quarrel
between states shifts from babies and migrants to
development and finance, which is the quarrel a
serious federation should be having.For fifty years we
have fought over which census to use. 1971 or 2011.
This headcount or that. We are about to spend a
session and a constitutional amendment, and God
knows how many broken parties, fighting over clause
(3) of Article 8—over the meaning of a single word.

The country's much-ambitious Semiconductor Mission 2.0 is a humble attempt to shift India from a services-led design base
to be a creator and producer of microchips that drive everything from devices to defence equipment

India's ambitious microchip production plans got a second

wind with Semiconductor Mission 2.0. At ?1.28 lakh
crore, the sum is nearly twice the allocation in the first
phase and extends the mission to a wider ecosystem, from
design to fabrication and packaging. Importantly, it will
focus on domestic production of chips and related
materials, along with the development of Indian
intellectual property. The latter is crucial given that over a
fifth of the world’s chip design workforce is in India; it
will help elevate our standing in the global technology
space.

domestic production of even 28 nm range will help
withstand supply shortages like those seen during the
pandemic when global pipelines stalled for a few weeks
caused massive losses. Now, the global semiconductor
market is witnessing a massive, Al-driven supercycle that
is projected to exceed $1-1.5 trillion in size. China, South
Korea and Taiwan dominate the production chain at
present, operating specialised, capital-intensive
foundries, while the Indian market is projected to surge to
over $100 billion by 2030.For a growing market, local
production offers security and scale. In particular, India’s

Moreover, if the first phase established the foundational
infrastructure for fabrication and assembly, the second
shifts focus towards deepening domestic capabilities

critical aerospace and defence industries will benefit as
several semiconductor parts for their equipment are
currently imported. But as a recent Niti Aayog report

could not dislodge a disjointed Brazil in the round

of32. The Samurai Blues failed to defend a 1-0 lead During phase one, the scheme attracted about four

and, as Asia’s last representative, exited
ignominiously. Perhaps Japan have stagnated in
recent years and Asian football at large has failed to
progress. Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Iraq, Jordan,
Uzbekistan—and even South Korea, whose
campaign collapsed amid internal strife—had little
business at this tournament.

through indigenous design, specialised materials and
industry-led research centres. It means, Semiconductor
Mission 2.0 is a humble attempt to shift India from a
services-led design base to be a creator and producer of
microchips that drive everything from devices to defence
equipment.

fabrication units, though production is expected to begin
only after 2028. Besides, all the planned units will
produce chips built on a 28-nanometre process, as against
the 3-7 nm range needed by advanced technologies
including artificial intelligence and supercomputers.
Though the proposed production line is not cutting-edge,

Should Sonam Wangchuk be left to die

noted, our semiconductor ecosystem is not equipped to
meet domestic demand and efforts to strengthen local
manufacturing need significant capital. Currently, the
government is offering over 50 percent subsidy for chip
production plants. But besides capital, efforts should be
made to ensure policy continuity,.

«THE GREAT GAME: He continues to fast at Jantar Mantar, unmoved by the political shenanigans around him

ABOUT a stone’s throw away from Jantar Mantar in the
heart of Delhi, where Sonam Wangchuk is on a hunger
strike, sits the Parliament of India, now preparing for its
monsoon session on July 20. Wangchuk’s fast, aimed at
securing the resignation of Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, has entered its 21st day today. He
could die “in two days,” said a public interest litigator
two days ago, if he doesn’t get any food inside his
system soon. A medical team is now at hand, several
Opposition leaders are telling Sonam to end his strike,
saying he’s made his point, but a heavy silence continues
to hang in the heart of Delhi.Should Sonam Wangchuk
be left to die? After all, no one asked him to go on a fast-
unto-death, demanding Pradhan’s resignation. Some
would say the strike has the flavour of blackmail, others
that it’s a cry of hopelessness in a world ruled by
powerful people. Certainly, Wangchuk & Friends
believe that someone should be held responsible for the
avoidable NEET mess which has affected lakhs of
students. That some heads should roll — otherwise what
was the point of all the sound and fury if it was going to
signify nothing?In Wangchuk’s vicinity, at the same
Jantar Mantar space, on the day the monsoon session
begins, Jammu & Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah is planning a day-long protest over Delhi’s
refusal to commit to statehood. Omar hasn’t got
permission yet to hold the protest. Moreover, his party
MP from Srinagar, Agha Ruhullah Mehdi, has just
accused Omar of going back on his promise to fight for
the return of Article 370. Special status for Kashmir,
Mehdi has thundered, is far more important than
statehood.Blame it on the weather. It’s so hot that
cynicism reigns, especially when the rains fail, as they
seem to be doing. Perhaps the gods are angry. There’s
been thieving in Ayodhya too.Does Mehdi’s rant, then,

indicate that he’s so angry with Omar he may even split
the National Conference (NC)? Maybe Mehdi will bide
his time and hope to flip the coin on dynasties. Or he
could remain inside the NC, but vote in favour of the BJP
whenever it plans to bring back the
Delimitation Bill that seeks a 33%
women’s quota in an expanded
Parliament — make no mistake, the Bill
seeks to reshape constituencies and
therefore how India votes, including a
fundamental overhaul of the Lok
Sabha.To undertake such an overhaul, a
cursory reading of the Constitution will
tell you, the BJP-led NDA needs a two-
thirds majority — this means 360 out of
543 seats in the Lower House, of which
today it has 293. If it wants to bring back
The Bill, which was defeated on the floor
of the House only in April, it needs to
persuade another 67 to fall in line.And as
the one and only Chanakya once said,
everything is fair in love, war and politics.

That’s why the decimation of the TMC
helps —as many as 20 MPs out of 28 have
floated an independent party that will
support the BJP from outside; as does the annihilation of
the Shiv Sena (UBT), where six out of nine MPs have left
to join the pro-BJP Eknath Shinde faction of the Shiv
Sena; while the awful fear persists in Sharad Pawar’s
NCP that it will be destroyed if it doesn’t vote in favour
of'the Delimitation Bill.

That’s how, even though the monsoon clouds have failed
to gather, the 18th Lok Sabha has already been
significantly recast. When the monsoon session opens
on Monday, it will look very different from the one that

was elected two years ago by we, the people, and all
without firing a ballot.In some states, like in J&K, the
story is easier. The NC only has 2 seats out of 5 in the
state — 2 belong to the BJP and one, Engineer Rashid

from Baramulla, is an Independent MP. If Mehdi is
amenable and Engineer Rashid can be persuaded —
who in their right minds this 21st century isn’t in favour
of gender equality? Note that Rashid has been given
permission by the Delhi High Court to attend Parliament
only two days ago.Perhaps it’s time to re-read your
favourite Julius Caesar. Back in Bengal, TMC leader
Madan Mitra, who swore fealty to Mamata Banerjee and
called the leader of the TMC breakaway faction
Ritabrata Banerjee names that would make animals in
the animal kingdom blush — has, one day later, jumped

ship and joined Ritabrata Banerjee. It reminds me of
stories of why Punjab’s MPs who once belonged to AAP,
quietly caved in. (They wanted to live happily ever
after.)Mitra denies his great leap forward has anything to
do with the fact that the Enforcement
Directorate questioned his family the
day before he jumped. TMC MPs, the
few that remain, say the ED has been
busy in Bengal. Certainly the ED has
been busy in Punjab, slowly wiping
out corruption, one politician at a time
— former AAP minister Sanjeev Arora
has just been charged with a huge scam
in mobile phones.As for Sharad Pawar,
if he’s nervous about what the next 24
hours will bring and whether he will be
left holding the rump of the NCP,
Omar Abdullah has come out and
accused the BJP of trying to break his
party, saying MLAs are being offered
Rs 20-30 crore to switch sides. The
BJP has responded by sending him a
X legal notice for Rs 100
' crore.Meanwhile, Sonam Wangchuk
continues to fast at Jantar Mantar,
unmoved by the political shenanigans around him. The
rest of the nation, bewildered by this real-life
demonstration of satyagraha, is being forced to turn its
attention towards this man — who is he, anyway? And
could he die if some food doesn’t go inside his
system?As for Rahul Gandhi, this much must be said for
the Congress party’s most powerful leader. After
returning from a three-week summer holiday, he clearly
has one thing in common with the BJP : Both have
nothing to say on Sonam Wangchuk.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Want cheap Australian
Open tickets You may have
to act faster in 2027

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Australian Open will introduce daily
limits on its popular low-cost ground
passes for the first time in the
tournament's history after crowding and
long queues overshadowed parts of the
2026 edition in Melbourne. Organisers
Tennis Australia announced on Tuesday
that allocations of the A$49 ($34) tickets
will be capped during the opening week of
the 2027 tournament as demand for the
season's first Grand Slam continues to
soar.The decision comes after the
Australian Open smashed attendance
records this year, drawing 1,368,043
spectators across its three-week schedule
and cementing its status as the most-
attended Grand Slam in tennis. The figure
marked a sharp rise from the 1,218,831
fans who attended the 2025 edition and the
1,110,657 spectatorsin 2024.

Ground passes, which allow fans to move

freely around Melbourne Park and watch
matches on outside courts, have long been
regarded as the tournament's best-value
ticket. Holders can also access popular
venues such as John Cain Arena, which
has earned the nickname "The People's
Court" because of its accessibility to fans
purchasing the cheapest tickets."This
decision reflects the growing popularity of
the AO and will help ensure fans are able
to make the most of everything on offer
across the precinct," Tennis Australia said
inastatement.

RECORD CROWDS EXPOSE
CHALLENGES AT MELBOURNE PARK
The need for tighter controls became
evident during the opening days of the
2026 tournament, when thousands of
spectators were left frustrated by long
queues and confusion over ticket sales.

Gambhir bashed for KL Rahul
demotion: Like Samson,
Sooryavanshi, you screwed him up

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India captain and chief selector
Krishnamachari Srikkanth has slammed
Gautam Gambhir and the Indian team
management over KL Rahul’s batting
position after India’s 27-run defeat to
England in the third ODI at Lord’s on
Sunday.India’s tour ended on a
disappointing note as the visitors lost the
series 2-1 despite posting 360 in pursuit of
England’s mammoth 387. Rohit Sharma
led the chase with a brilliant 138, while
captain Shubman Gill and Virat Kohli
chippedinwith half-centuries. However,
India’s middle order failed to capitalise,
reigniting the debate around Rahul’s role
in the side. England sealed the series
after Ben Duckett’s 141 and Jacob
Bethell’s 91 powered the hosts to a record
ODI total at Lord’s.Rahul walked out to
bat only at the end of the 44th over, with

India needing 84 runs from 36 balls. The
wicketkeeper-batter managed 12 off
eight deliveries before the chase fizzled
out.Srikkanth was unimpressed by the
decision to send Rahul in at No. 6,
questioning why one of India’s most
dependable ODI batters was held back in
such a steep chase.Will anyone send KL
Rahul at No. 6 when chasing such a huge
total? That guy has won you so much in
tough run-chases. Is Rahul a No. 6 or 7
batter?” Srikkanth said on his YouTube
channel.The 1983 World Cup winner
went a step further, comparing Rahul’s
situation with that of Sanju Samson and
young batter Vaibhav Sooryavanshi.
“Just like you screwed up Sanju Samson
and Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, now you are
screwing up KL Rahul. This is gross
injustice. His body language also looked
like someone nervous yesterday,” he
added.
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Hockey: India name World Cup squad with a
good mix of youth and experience

«Hockey India have named a 20-member
men's World Cup squad led by
Harmanpreet Singh, with youth and
experience across all lines. India have
been drawn alongside Wales, England
and Pakistan in the group stages of the
tournament, starting August 15.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Hockey India has named a 20-member
national squad for the upcoming FIH
Men's Hockey World Cup, featuring a
good balance between international
experience and emerging young talent.
The World Cup will be played in Belgium
and the Netherlands from August 15 to 30.
Ace defender and drag-flicker
Harmanpreet Singh will lead the team,
while veteran midfielder Manpreet
Singh, India's most-capped player, brings

crucial big-tournament maturity to the
middle of the pitch.Speaking on the
squad selection, Chief Coach Craig
Fulton emphasised that form and tactical
execution were the key metrics for
inclusion."This is a well-balanced
squad - the right mix of tournament g
experience and in-form youth who've
earned their spot through
performance, not reputation," Fulton
said."Press, counter, performisn'tjust
our tactical identity - it's how this
group trains and thinks together every
single day. We are not getting ahead of
ourselves — one game at a time, all in,
isthe mentality we're taking into every
match."The goalkeeping duties will be
shared by Mohith HS and Suraj Karkera.
Harmanpreet heads a solid defensive
line-up that includes Jarmanpreet Singh,
Amit Rohidas, Jugraj Singh, Sanjay,
Sumit, and Yashdeep Siwach.In midfield,
the experienced trio of Manpreet, Hardik
Singh, and Vivek Sagar Prasad are joined

by Nilakanta Sharma alongside
promising youngsters Rajinder Singh and
Aditya Arjun Lalage. The forward line
will feature Mandeep Singh, Dilpreet
Singh, Abhishek,

Shilanand Lakra.Four players from the
recent 24-member FIH Pro League
squad, defender Amandeep Lakra,
midfielders Raj Kumar Pal and
Rabichandra Singh Moirangthem, and
forward Selvam Karthi, have been
omitted.

CANINDIA END LONG WAIT?

Thank You, Lionel Messi, for giving

the world one last hit of magic

New Delhi. (Agency)

AsIgotready forthe FIFA World Cup
final on Sunday, it felt like getting
ready for a magic show. The
magician was all set to step onto the
stage. The deck of cards was ready.
The hat sat on the table, waiting for
the rabbit to be pulled out of it. A
fearless, always-smiling assistant
stood ready to play their part.At the
MetLife Stadium, as Lionel Messi
walked out, it felt like the magician
was preparing for one final Houdini
act. Even the neutrals tuned in to see
if the 39-year-old could actually do it
and create history. Some would even
argue it was his destiny.Yet, much like

Inside Spain's World Cup party in Madrid:
Foothallers turn DJs for 2 million fans

New Delhi. (Agency)

Exactly 16 years after Andres Iniesta's
extra-time strike in Johannesburg
gave Spain its first World Cup, the
nation's capital ground to an
absolute standstill. On a blistering

summer evening, an estimated two FfE&

million people flooded the central
arteries of Madrid, turning Gran Va,
Paseo del Prado, and the Plaza de §
Cibeles into a roaring, sea of red and
yellow smoke, confetti, and
unbridled joy to welcome home the
2026 FIFA World Cup championsThe
homecoming was a spectacle that
blended formal state protocol with the
chaotic, infectious energy of a modern
street party. Spain's thrilling 1-0 extra-
time victory over Argentina in New
Jersey had set off celebrations across

Argentina players sparked a
row after displaying a
Falklands banner following
their World Cup win over
England. However, any move to
revoke Premier League work

visas would be highlx unIikeIx.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Following Argentina's controversial
post-match celebrations at the 2026 FIFA
World Cup, questions have emerged
over whether several Premier League
stars could face work visa complications
upon their return to the United

the famous Breaking the Magician's
Code documentary series from the late

1990s, Spain stripped away the illusion
and disarmed the magic Messi had.
The Argentine captain cut an isolated

the Iberian Peninsula, but Madrid was
the beating heart of the triumph..The
squad's official duties began at the

Palace of La Zarzuela, where King
Felipe VI, Queen Letizia, Princess
Leonor, and Infanta Sofa formally
received the squad. King Felipe,
wearing a custom Spain national team
tie, commended the players for their
extraordinary resilience throughout the
tournament, noting that their victory

Kingdom.The row erupted after
Argentina's 2-1 semi-final win over
England in Atlanta, when players held up
a banner reading "Las Malvinas son
Argentinas" ("The Falkland Islands are
Argentine"). Manchester United
defender Lisandro Martnez, Chelsea
midfielder Enzo Fernandez, and
Tottenham Hotspur defender Cristian
Romero were among the Argentine
players pictured holding the banner.
Former Spurs midfielder Giovani Lo
Celso was also seen with the
banner.The slogan referenced the 1982
conflict over the South Atlantic
territory, in which 907 people died,
including 649 Argentine soldiers, and 255
British combatants.

The pitch-side display prompted
immediate outcry from British
® & @

just a few hours later, I found myself

The team will be eager to moe past a
difficult FIH Pro League campaign last
month, where India finished eighth
among nine teams with four wins, five
draws, and seven defeats.Improving
India's recent World Cup trajectory
remains a primary objective. India
finished ninth in the 2023 edition on
home soil and have not secured a World
Cup medal since winning gold at Kuala
Lumpur in 1975-following a silver in
Amsterdam in 1973 and a bronze in
Barcelonain 1971.

Drawn in Pool D alongside England,
Wales, and traditional rivals Pakistan,
India will play all their pool-stage
fixtures at Amstelveen in the
Netherlands. They open their campaign
against Wales on 15 August, before facing
England on 17 August and taking on
Pakistan on 19 August in one of the most
anticipated matches of the group stage.
Reflecting on the milestone ahead,
Fulton added.

India favourites to win T20I
series vs Zimbabwe? Sikandar
Raza does not think so

New Delhi. (Agency)

figure, tears rolling down his cheeks as
he watched Spain lift the trophy.For
me, it felt like a moment of genuine
disappointment.A few years ago, it
would have been a sight I would have
enjoyed. My Manchester United
allegiance meant I grew up as a
Cristiano Ronaldo fan.After all, twice
Messi ensured my team was humbled in
the UEFA Champions League final as he
took Barcelona to new heights.But
somehow, despite having a work shift

awake at 4 am, scrolling through social
media, waiting for his response.

Or, to be more precise, waiting for news
of his retirement from international
football.

embodied the modern spirit of Spanish
sports. Captain Rodri presented the
King with a replica of the World Cup
trophy and a signed jersey bearing
the number four, marking the
nation's second world title.From
{ LaZarzuela, the team moved to the
Palace of Moncloa for an official
reception hosted by Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez.
Addressing the squad, the Prime
Minister highlighted how young
stars such as Lamine Yamal and
Nico Williams represented a
diverse, forward-looking Spain on the
global stage. What began as a formal
ceremony quickly turned lighthearted,
as players persuaded the Prime Minister
to join in team chants on the palace
steps.With official protocols concluded,
thetrue party began.

Zimbabwe captain Sikandar Raza has
dismissed suggestions that India will walk
into the upcoming T20I series as
overwhelming favourites, insisting that the
three-match contest will be far more evenly
balanced than many expect. The series
begins on Thursday at the Harare Sports
Club, with the remaining matches
scheduled for July 25 and 26 at the same
venue.India arrive in Zimbabwe looking to
recover from a disappointing white-ball
tour of Europe. Under new T20I captain
Shreyas Iyer, the visitors suffered a 2-0
series defeat to Ireland in Belfast before
enduring a 4-0loss against England in a five-
match series. India also lost the ODI leg 2-1
under Shubman Gill, leaving the side
searching for answers ahead of another
overseas assignment.Despite India's
pedigree in the shortest format, Raza

believes the contest is too close to call. The

veteran all-rounder, who has represented
Zimbabwe in 136 T20Is, stressed that recent
performances by his side justify their
confidence.“Both countries will have an
equal chance in this series. But one thing I
am very sure about is that because
Zimbabwe has been playing very consistent
and very entertaining cricket, I can say this
for sure that this series will be very
entertaining,” Razatold Star Sports.

ZIMBABWE’S GIANT KILLING RUN

Zimbabwe's optimism is rooted in a
remarkable run of results over the past

year.

Falklands banner backlash: Do Argentina
stars face a Premier League han?

commentators and political figures, with
calls urging the UK Home Office to
intervene and assess whether the
players' presence in Britain remained

"conducive to the public good."However,
legal experts have poured cold water on
the prospect of Premier League clubs
losing their Argentine stars to
administrative visarevocations.

WHAT DO LEGAL EXPERTS SAY?
Addressing the legal realities, Asma
Bashir, an immigration expert in the UK,
confirmed that while the Home Office
holds broad legal powers to cancel
immigration permission on public good
grounds without a criminal conviction,
strict legal limits apply."That power can
take account of conduct outside the UK
and does not require a criminal
conviction," Bashir told Express.co.uk.
"However, it is generally directed at
serious conduct, such as extremism,
threats to national security, serious
criminality, incitement to violence or
behaviour presenting a genuine threat to
UK society. Any decision must be
evidence-based, reasonable,
proportionate and made separately for
eachindividual
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Aamir Khan Accused Of 'Love Jihad',

Bajrang Dal Protests Against Actor's
3rd Marriage To Gauri Spratt
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embers of Bajrang Dal in Bihar’s
Forbesganj area recently held a protest

I . ‘ . . I " . : 3 : Y oy h ~ . "l.

) - Gauri Spratt. They burnt Bollywood actor’s effigy

- - B ‘ ’ the protests, slogans like “Aamir Khan murdabad"
d and “Aamir Khan jihadi Bharat chodo" were also

against Aamir Khan’s third marriage to
and accused him of practicing ‘love jihad’. During

raised.
Dunces To 'Machi Ve', Video From |
- hai (Aamir Khan is repeatedly marrying Hindu
Akansha Ranjan Kapoor's Rectivly nin t
Wedding Goes Viral

women and daughters, effectively lining them up)"
to insult the Hindu society.
kansha Ranjan Kapoor is all set to marry her beau Sharan
Sharma and their pre-wedding festivities have already

Soni further claimed that Aamir Khan is working
“to weaken the Hindus as part of a massive

begun. On Friday night, the couple hosted a sangeet
ceremony in Mumbai which was attended by several of their

conspiracy." He further threatened to teach Aamir
Khan a lesson “if he does not stop such antics
friends, including Bollywood actress Alia Bhatt. In a video that
surfaced on social media,

soon".
“Shaadi karta hai Hindu beti se aur paida karta hai
Taimuz, Afroz, Salman, kahan ka niyam hai bhai.
Akhir unko Muslim samaj ke bahu beti se pyaar
kyun nahi ho raha hai? Hindu beti se unko pyaar
kyun ho raha hai (He marries a Hindu woman but
' ; names the children Taimur, Afroz, or Salman —
Alia was seen dancing her what kind of rule is this? Why doesn’t he fall in love
heart out to Shah Rukh with the daughters or daughters-in-law of the
Khan’s song ‘Maahi Ve’ from Muslim community? Why does he only love Hindu
his 2003 movie Kal Ho Naa women?)," Soni said in the video, as quoted by
Ho.
Alia was also joined by
Akansha’s sister, Anushka
Ranjan and her husband Aditya
Seal. The squad was seen
laughing their hearts out as they all
grooved to some of the iconic tracks

Siasat.He also urged the courts and the government
to take action against the actor, accusing him of
at the sangeet ceremony. Watch one
of'the videos here:

trying to disrupt harmony in the country.

For the unversed, Aamir Khan first married Reena
Previously, a source close to the couple
shared exclusive details of the wedding

Dutta in 1986. The two parted ways in 2002. The
with News18 Showsha and told us,

actor later married filmmaker Kiran Rao in 2005.
“Akansha and Sharam won’t be having

However, they also got separated in 2021. Aamir
recently married Gauri Spratt at his Mumbai
residence.
Who Is Gauri Spratt?
Gauri, reportedly, has a Tamilian mother and an
Irish father. Her grandfather was a freedom fighter.
Gauri has a professional background in
hairdressing and holds an FDA in Fashion, Styling,
and Photography from the University of Arts,
London.
traditional pheras or any elaborate religious ‘10 o I ] : :
ceremonies. Instead, they’ve chosen to keep Amld LOVE ‘hhad ROW’ Detal.ls Of Aamlr
things simple by opting for a registered Khan And Gauri Spratt's Marital Home
marriage. The legal formalities will take place at S f
the Ranjan residence in Mumbai." urface
“The couple will sign the marriage documents in
the presence of their near and dear ones. The
emphasis is on celebrating the union with loved
ones rather than following conventional
wedding customs, making it a deeply personal and low-key occasion."
After their intimate wedding, the couple will also host a grand reception in Mumbai on § e o
July 12. However, not much details about it are known as of now. iy b \- T2 gy
Akansha and Sharan have been dating since 2022 but had kept their relationship under " =
wraps. On the work front, Akansha was last seen in the Prime Video series, Gram . & —_) :ﬂf—l‘}
Chikitsalay season two and Netflix film Ikka. As for Sharan, he had last directed Mr & - ' o
Mrs Mahi starring Rajkummar Rao and Janhvi Kapoor. A amir Khan tied the knot with his long-

w

i

time partner Gauri Spratt on July 5 in an
intimate ceremony at his rented

I
apartment in Pali Hill, Mumbai. Following his
wedding with Gauri, Aamir is now facing severe
hate as members of the Bajrang Dal in Bihar’s
Forbesganj area recently held a protest against
him, accusing him of “Love Jihad." Amid this,
details of Aamir and Gauri’s spacious sky villa-

style marital home have surfaced.
As per the Free Press Journal, while the couple is

Reveuls She Hud A Crush Un Ruieev currently living in Aamir Khan’s rented apartment

in Wilnomona, Nargis Dutt Road, Pali Hill,

| = = u/ Mumbai, that is not their permanent address. The
Khandelwal: 'Indian Idol Ki Baat Hai Bollywood superstar has already planned
everything in advance, and the couple’s marital

ollywood singer Neha Kakkar confessed to chickenpox ho gaya tha aur uss time mujhe Indian = Lome will be at the high-rise coming up in Marina
having a huge crush on actor Rajeev Idoldiscontinue karna pada tha. Main ghar perestkar = Apartments, in Virgo Co-operative Society, Union

Khandelwal as Sujal from his iconic rahithiaur jab mainresume karne wali thi, toh mujhe © park Khar, Mumbai.
television show, ‘Kahiin Toh Hoga.’The singer, get well soon karne ghar pe kaun aaya tha? Rajeev = Aamir Khan has made multiple investments in
along with her husband, who appeared on the reality Khandelwal. Itna toh sabko idea hoga. Matlab, Sujal | Marina over the decades, and he has allegedly
show, Tum Ho Naa — Ghar Ki Superstar, reminisced har ek ladkika... itni chhoti, itni badi, har kisi mahila = bought a dozen apartments on the premises and

about having a crush on the actor allotted homes to his family members. It has been
during his iconic stint as Sujal in the p said that the top three floors in the building will
hit television show ‘Kahiin Toh house Aamir Khan, Gauri Spratt, and their son,
- Hoga’. Quinn, and it is reportedly being designed to
Speaking to Rajeev, who is also the resemble a sky villa.

host on the show, Neha recalled A source told the portal, “Aamir is getting a floor
how she had openly named him as readied for his 33-year-old actor son, Junaid
her favourite celebrity during her Khan, from his first marriage to Reena Dutta.
Indian Idol days.“Toh Indian Idol Besides this, some of the other flats in the building
ki baat hai. Main contestant thi aur will also go to filmmaker Kiran Rao and Azad
mujhse channel ne pucha, ‘Aapka (Aamir’s son from his second marriage to Kiran)."
favourite celebrity kaun hai? Unka It has been said that there are apartments in the
naam batayiye.” Maine bola, same building for Aamir’s mother, Zeenat
‘Rajeev Khandelwal’." Hussain, and his two sisters, actress Nikhat and
(This goes back to my Indian Idol Farhat (married to Reena’s brother, Rajeev Dutta).
days. I was a contestant, and the It is being reported that the actor has allegedly
channel asked me, Who is your ki deewangi tha Sujal, and I am standing right here | paid an advance of over ¥100 crore as a down
favourite celebrity? Tell us their name. I said, Rajeev nextto Sujal." payment for the additional apartment blocks he is
Khandelwal.)Neha went on to reveal that her (Iknow hemustbe feelingalittle jealous hearing this. = acquiring for his family.

admiration for Rajeev only grew stronger after he But Sony Entertainment Television did something = About Aamir Khan’s personal life

paid her a surprise visit when she was recovering really special. T had chickenpox and had to Forthe unversed, Aamir Khan first married Reena
from chickenpox during the singing reality show. discontinue Indian Idol for some time. I was restingat = Dutta in 1986. The two parted ways in 2002. The
Pointing towards her husband, Rohanpreet Singh, home, and when I was about to resume, do youknow ' actor later married filmmaker Kiran Rao in 2005.
she quipped, “Mujhe pata hai ye inko sunn ke thoda who came home to wish me a speedy recovery? = However, they also separated in 2021. Aamir
Jealous feel ho raha hoga. But sahi mein kamaal ka Rajeev Khandelwal. Everyone knows this. Sujal was = recently married Gauri Spratt at his Mumbai
kaam kiya hai Sony Entertainment Television ne. every girl’s crush, young or old, and today I'm = residence.

Mujhe kuch problem ho rahi thi. Actually, standingrightnextto Sujal.)
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Indus Water Treaty in present form no
longer exists,

New Delhi, Agency:
The Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT) with Pakistan will no
longer function in its present
form, the government has
concluded hardening its
position on the contentious
water issue amid little indi-
cation of Islamabad discon-
tinuing its covert backing of
cross-border terrorism.

India is not yet actively
considering abandoning the
World Bank-brokered 1960
Treaty - an option it still has
on the table - but a source
speaking on condition of
anonymity said it's not in
India's interest to remain a
party to the Treaty anymore.

India had formally sought
a review and modification of
the IWT citing demographic
shifts, clean energy priori-
ties and new climate reali-

70 detained, 118 cops and 60 marchers injured

Police block protesters' march to Parhament JP Nadda meets CJP representatives

New Delhi, Agency:
Cockroach Janta Party's
march towards Parliament
Monday to demand the
resignation of Union edu-
cation minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
devolved into chaos as
thousands of protesters
ran into police barricades,
lathis, and tear gas. While
CJP alleged excesses by
cops as protesters
breached barricades and
marched ahead, police said
the agitators resorted to
violence. By the end of the
day, police said 118 of their
personnel and 60 protest-
ers were injured.

Seventy people were
detained, and cops said an
FIR is being filed on
charges of rioting, assault
on public servants, and
damage to public property.

Many protesters had
gathered at Jantar Mantar
overnight. By 11am,
crowds started to fill up

Supreme Court takes exception to mea-
gre compensation for ex-HC judges

New Delhi,

ties, prior to putting the
Treaty in "abeyance" last
year in retaliation for the
Pahalgam terrorist attack.

"It would be accurate to
say that the IWT in its pres-
ent form will not function at
all. If provisions related to
river water sharing have to
be reactivated, they will have
to be done in a different
form. Not in the present
form," said the source,
adding India will await fur-
ther developments before
considering the maximalist
option of withdrawing alto-
gether from the IWT.

The IWT does not have an
exit clause, but it's of signifi-
cance to India that Article
60 of the Vienna Convention
on the Law of Treaties
(VCLT) states that a signifi-
cant violation of a treaty by

3

one party allows other
affected parties to suspend
the treaty in whole or in
part. While India and
Pakistan are both not party
to the VCLT, India believes
that if it invoked customary
international law, then
Pakistan's state sponsorship
of terrorism could be consid-
ered such a breach of obliga-
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tlons.

According to Indian
authorities, as a sovereign
state, India cannot be com-
pelled to stay in a treaty that
is demonstrably not in its
interest. These assertions
come in the middle of efforts
by Pakistan to internation-
alise the IWT issue by citing
"unilateral and unlawful"

suspension of the Treaty and
claiming it threatens the
water security and liveli-
hoods of its 240 million citi-
zens. Outside of the Treaty
framework, India continues
to provide issue flood warn-
ings to Pakistan to ensure
protection of lives and prop-
erty.

India  believes that
Pakistan has created an
elaborate victimhood narra-
tive, ignoring the fact that
more water of the Indus sys-
tem is lost in Pakistan due to
surface runoff than India's
entire share under the Indus
water stream. Sources also
point to how Pakistan has
since 1976 not built a single
large-scale storage project or
invested in modern water
management, despite receiv-
ing nearly 80% of the Indus

Pak aiding terrorism: India

Basin waters under the
Treaty. As far as India is
concerned, Pakistan's prob-
lem is water management,
and not water availability.
Fow India though, the

central issue remains
Pakistan's support to cross-
border terrorism. India

maintains that there is no
deadline for keeping the
IWT in abeyance. "The
Treaty will remain in
abeyance until Pakistan
credibly and irrevocably
abjures its support for cross-
border terrorism. This is the
threshold condition," said a
source, adding that Pakistan
continues to  provide
enabling platforms just
across the LoC to terrorist
groups and individuals
banned by the UNSC 1267
Sanctions Committee.

Future of youth priority: PM Modi says NEET

leak national issue, avoid 'partisan politics
New Delhi,

Agency:

adjoining roads as well.
Traffic in central Delhi
went haywire as the clash-
es spread beyond the
protest site.

Though CJP represen-
tatives met JP Nadda, CJP
asked protesters to return
to Jantar Mantar, where
the stage was dismantled
hours before. Meanwhile,
BJP Monday blamed Left-
affiliated student organisa-
tions, such as All India
Students' Association
(AISA) and Students'
Federation of India (SFI),

Agency:

©was

besides organised groups
for protests and violence
during Cockroach Janata

Party's march to
Parliament. Similar allega-
tions of organised instiga-
tion and crowd mobilisa-
tion were made in connec-
tion with the Delhi riots,
and several individuals
continue to face legal pro-
ceedings in those cases,
BJP said. The violence did
not appear spontaneous
and there were organised
groups that initiated it,
after which sections of the

crowd followed, it alleged.

In a hard-hitting state-
ment,
Amit Malviya said that the
"stone-pelting and orches-
trated violence" carried out
in the name of students
raise serious questions
about the intent of the pro-
testors and those backing
them. Even more telling

BJP functionary

the conspicuous

absence of many of the
prominent faces associated
with the protest from the
march itself, leaving those
who had been mobilised at
the behest of their political
patrons to face the conse-
quences,” he asked. The
investigation will establish
criminal
Malviya said. The real con-
spirators are often those
who plan, encourage and
coordinate such violence
while carefully keeping
themselves out of harm's
way.

India summons Russian diplomat over 4
Indians killed 1n strike off Ukranian coast

responsibility,

Union minister Kiren Rijiju
Tuesday said PM Narendra
Modi, during the NDA's parlia-
mentary party meeting, retier-
ated government's stance to
ensure "stringent punishment"
for those involved in the NEET
paper leak.

Rijiju, who is the minister of
parliamentary affairs, said the
Prime Minister stated that
"NEET paper leak should not
be an issue of partisan poli-
tics".

PM Modi, according to
Rijiju, also said that "security
and future of youth" is the gov-
ernment's priority.

The Prime Minister's reac-
tion comes in the backdrop of
youth, led by Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), protesting against
the perpetual paper leaks, and
alleged irregularities in the
education system.

The uproar over the NEET

leak and lack of accountablity

at the senior-most level
exploded in the Captial on
Monday as protestors, mostly
students and youths, clashed
with police -- leading the cops
to resort to lathi charge, firing
of tear gas to disperse the
protesting crowd marching
towards the Parliament.

The protestors had three
main demands: Resignation of
Union education of minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, dis-
charging Sonam Wangchuk
from hospital and providing
compensation to the kin of
NEET aspirants who died by
suicide after the leak froced the
governemnt to reexamination

Supreme Court Monday took
exception to the meagre mone-
tary compensation provided to
retired chief justices and judges
of high courts, which varies vast-
ly from one state to another, and
asked the Union govt to consti-
tute a committee to lay down
uniform pan-India guidelines.

A bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and V Mohana took exception to
the UP govt's challenge to an
interim order of Allahabad HC
directing the state to provide
security even though it is paying
Rs 65,000 and Rs 60,000 to
retired CJs and judges of the HC
towards security, a driver,
domestic help, secretarial servic-
es, and telephone and internet
expenses. The bench said HC
judges, while holding constitu-
tional posts, decide sensitive
matters and their apprehensions
about personal security are gen-

uine. "Post-retirement, the
judges need basic minimum
facilities to lead a dignified life.
Can Rs 60,000 provide all these
services? We all know how much
one needs to pay to employ a
driver and a domestic help," the
CJI-led bench said. Finding
solicitor general Tushar Mehta
in the courtroom, the bench
asked him to impress upon
Centre to constitute a committee
in two weeks to consider what
should be the basic minimum
security and services that every
state must provide to retired HC
CJs and judges to enable them to
lead a dignified life.

New Delhi, Agency:
India on Tuesday sum-
moned Russian diplomat
over the killing of four
Indians on board a mer-
chant vessel off the coast of
Ukraine, reported news
agency PTI citing sources.

Four Indian nationals
were Kkilled after a com-
mercial vessel, MV Golden
Leo, came under attack
while departing Ukraine's
port of Odesa on Sunday,
the Indian government
confirmed. One more
Indian crew member
remains in critical condi-
tion.

According to the gov-
ernment, the vessel had 17
crew members on board,
including five Indian

: — - = —_ﬁ - S—

nationals, when it was India, in a statement,

attacked. said, "As per the informa-
India strongly con- tion available, four Indian

nationals have tragically
lost their lives, while one is
hospitalised in a critical
condition. Our mission in
Ukraine is closely monitor-

demned the strike, saying
attacks on commercial
shipping and civilian crew
members were unaccept-
able.

ing the situation and is
making every effort to
extend all possible assis-
tance to those affected.”

The government also
reiterated that targeting
commercial vessels,
endangering civilian sea-
farers and disrupting free-
dom of navigation and
international trade was
deplorable and should be
avoided.

One of those killed has
been identified as 26-year-
old merchant navy officer
Akhil Joyan from
Vellarikkundu in Kerala's
Kasaragod district. His
family was informed of his
death by the shipping com-
pany through an email on
Monday.

J&K floods: Lal Chowk flooded, Amarnath yatra stays suspended

a conservation

SRINAGAR, Agency: :A
heavy spell of rainfall Monday
morning inundated
Srinagar's Lal Chowk, the
city's iconic square that has
emerged as a major tourist
attraction since the abroga-
tion of Article 370.

Images of a flooded Lal
Chowk and the clock tower
were widely circulated on

e @ & - (i

social media, with netizens
mocking the govt over the
alleged failure of the drainage
system in the city.

Several other parts of
Srinagar also witnessed
waterlogging, with many
questioning Srinagar's Smart
City infrastructure project.

Officials of the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation

- _ I 3

(SMC) said the capital city's
drainage system was over-
whelmed by the intensity of
the rainfall. "It was a heavy
downpour for nearly two
hours," an official said,
adding that dewatering
pumps were deployed to clear
waterlogged areas.

The explanation, though,
was shot down by many.

- ® @

"The idea of a Smart City is
to employ technologies, data
and intelligent systems to
improve efficiency, sustain-
ability, quality of life and
resource management with
the approval of the citizens.
Smart City Srinagar was
based on contextless, soulless
and photoshopped images,"
said Hakim Sameer

® o & &

Hamdani,
architect. "We need to have a
way to manage run-off water
from the road and ideally that
should be treated and used to
recharge groundwater. But
there is no proper and inte-
grated system," Hamdani
said. SMC officials, however,
said all works sanctioned
under the Srinagar Smart City

N [ T B

project, which began in April
2017, were completed.

Last month, the Omar
Abdullah cabinet raised con-
cerns about the award of con-
tracts and the implementa-
tion of projects under the
Smart City initiative. His govt
ordered an external audit on
the "failure of the Srinagar
Smart City" project.
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6,000-year-old hrokenrihs discoveredin Syriamayhe
oneofthe 0Idet Im cases oicitl alluseintneworltl

The fragile and battered remains
of an infant who lived about 6,000
years in Mesopotamia may be the
oldest documented case of child
abuse from the Middle East and one
of the oldest known cases of its kind
in the world, a new study finds.

Researchers unearthed the
infant's remains in Syria, but at the
time the infant died, sometime
between 4200 and 3900 B.C., it was
buried in Tell Brak, one of the
world's earliest cities. It's possible
that the difficulties associated with
early urbanization played a role in
the child's abuse, the researchers
noted.

The team determined that, based
on the infant's tooth development,
the child was 6 to 9 months old at
death. An analysis of the remains,
which were interred in a children's
burial ground within a Late Copper
Age workshop district, revealed that
the infant had four fractured ribs
near the breastbone. The right thigh
bone had abnormal growth, while
both sides of the skull bore active,
porous lesions. These injuries point
to the bones being subject to intense
and repetitive external forces, and
the nature of the lesions don't fit
easily with an accidental fall, the
researchers said.

"Ribs shouldn't break" in such a
small child, study co-author
Aleksandra Grzegorska, a bioarchae-
ologist at the University of Warsaw,
told Live Science. Although rib frac-

tures are relatively common in
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adults, they suggest child abuse in
young infants, she said.

In the study, published May 21 in
the International Journal of

Osteoarchaeology, Grzegorska and
her colleagues systematically ruled
out other explanations for the
injuries, including rickets, scurvy,
birth trauma and violent coughing

£ ]

from illnesses such as tuberculosis.
Vitamin deficiencies were unlikely,
the researchers noted, given that
ancient Mesopotamia had ample
sunlight and fresh produce due to
the fertile land between the two
rivers. Birth-related fractures typi-
cally heal within weeks in infants,
and bone density and growth meas-
urements for the baby matched
those of its peers from that time,
indicating that the child didn't have
an underlying skeletal condition.

To gauge how wunusual the
injuries were, the team compared
the infant to other children excavat-
ed from the same burial area. None
of the other youngsters with sub-
stantial rib preservation showed
similar fractures, making the
infant's injuries an outlier in the
local population.

It appears that the infant likely
experienced "caregiver-induced vio-
lence," Grzegorska said. This term is
used because the evidence can't
identify who caused the harm or
confirm intent, Grzegorska said.
"We don't want to point fingers at
any specific individual," she said,
noting that in many ancient cul-
tures, multiple family members, not
just parents, helped raise children.

Genderambiguitywas atool of power

4,500ve_arsaun in Meso‘not,amia

Today, trans people face

politicization of their lives
and vilification from politi-
cians, media and parts of
broader society.

But in some of history's
earliest civilizations, gender-
diverse people were recog-
nized and understood in a
wholly different way.

As early as 4,500 years ago
in ancient Mesopotamia, for
instance, gender-diverse peo-
ple held important roles in
society with professional
titles. These included the cul-
tic attendants of the major
deity IStar, called assinnu,

il PV
and  high-ranking
courtiers called sa r?si.

What the ancient evidence
tells us is that these people
held positions of power
because of their gender ambi-
guity, not despite it.

Where is Mesopotamia
and who lived there?

Mesopotamia is a region
primarily made up of modern
Iraq, but also parts of Syria,
Turkey and Iran. Part of the
Fertile Crescent,
Mesopotamia is a Greek word
which literally means "land
between two rivers", referring
to the Euphrates and Tigris.
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For thousands of years,
several different major cultur-

al groups lived there.
Amongst these were the
Sumerians, and the later
Semitic groups called the
Akkadians, Assyrians and
Babylonians.

The Sumerians invented
writing by creating wedges on
clay tablets. The script, called
cuneiform, was made to write
the Sumerian language but
would be used by the later civ-
ilizations to write their own
dialects of Akkadian, the ear-
liest Semitic language.
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Israeli archaeologists have unearthed a
2,000-year-old sling bullet inscribed with a
cruel message: an ancient admonition telling
enemies "Learn your lesson."

The sling bullet was found in the remains of
the ancient city of Hippos (also known as
Sussita). The molten lead for the ammunition
had been poured into a mold emblazoned with
the Greek letters for "learn.”

"Sling lead bullets of this type are well
known in archaeological research from many
sites dating to the Hellenistic period, particu-
larly from the second century BCE ... but this
is the first in the world to bear the inscription
'Learn,' Michael Eisenberg, an archaeologist
at the University of Haifa, said in a statement.
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Sussita). The molten lead for the ammunition
had been poured into a mold emblazoned with
the Greek letters for "learn."

"Sling lead bullets of this type are well
known in archaeological research from many
sites dating to the Hellenistic period, particu-
larly from the second century BCE ... but this
is the first in the world to bear the inscription
'Learn,

Michael Eisenberg, an archaeologist at the
University of Haifa, said in a statement.

He thinks the sling bullet, also called a sling
stone, was used against attackers by the
Greek-speaking defenders of Hippos, which
was located about a mile east of the Sea of
Galilee. Eisenberg and his colleagues reported
the findings March 10 in the journal Palestine
Exploration Quarterly.

"This represents local sarcastic humor on
the part of the city's defenders, who wished to
teach their enemies a lesson with a wink," he
said.

‘The Romans were prohably never goingto go away: In new 'Almost History' podcast, lis-
ten to how historymight have played out if Carthage had defeated the Roman Republic

A new episode of "Almost
History," the alternate-histo-
ry podcast from All About
History, explores one of the
biggest "what-ifs" of the
ancient world: What if
Carthage had defeated Rome
during the Punic Wars?

The episode is hosted by
Emily Staniforth, a staff
writer at All About History, a
sister publication of Live
Science. It features historian
and  archaeologist Eve
MacDonald, a senior lecturer
in ancient history at Cardiff
University in the U.K. and
author of "Carthage: A New
History of an Ancient
Empire" (W. W. Norton & Co.,
2026). Together, they exam-
ine how close Carthage came
to changing the course of his-
tory and what the modern
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world might look like if one of
Rome's greatest rivals had
emerged victorious.

"Carthage ha[d] enormous
resources, because to even be
in the fight for as long as they

were is  extraordinary,"”
MacDonald said in an inter-
view. However, despite

Carthage's capabilities, they
were always fighting an uphill
battle, she noted.

Tactics and turning points

The Punic Wars, fought
between the Roman Republic
and Carthage from 264 to 146
B.C., transformed the ancient
Mediterranean.  Although
Rome ultimately prevailed
and went on to build one of
history's largest empires, vic-
tory was far from guaranteed.
During the Second Punic
War, the Carthaginian general

Hannibal famously marche

elephants across the Alps and
inflicted devastating defeats

on Roman armies, bringing ally recovered.
the republic to the brink of
collapse before Rome eventu-

military turning points that
could have tipped the balance
in Carthage's favor. The con-
versation also explores how a
Carthaginian victory might
have altered trade, culture
and the distribution of power
across Europe and the
Mediterranean, offering lis-
teners a glimpse of an alter-
nate version of world history.

"I think that's one of the
things that we would appreci-
ate more now: As much as the
Greco-Roman history of the
Mediterranean is part of the
Western world, so too is all of
Carthage, Phoenicia and
Numidia" in northern Africa,
MacDonald said. "But we

In the podcast, MacDonald haven't got those tales any-
discusses the political and more for us to understand.
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