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Turkish Airlines jet catches
fire while landing at Nepal
airport; all passengers
evacuated safely

KATHMANDU. (Agency)

A Turkish Airlines jet caught fire while landing at
Nepal's main airport on Monday, causing no reported
injuries but forcing the airport to shut down.

The flight from Istanbul landed at Kathmandu's
Tribhuvan International Airport with fire and smoke
on the right landing gear. Emergency crew responded
and controlled the fire and passengers were safely
evacuated, according to airport officials.

The airport was shut down on Monday morning.

There were 277 passengers on board the Airbus 330 jet.

Several planes bound for Kathmandu were put on hold
while officials were investigating and attempting to
clear the only runway available at the airport.

Nepal experiences relatively frequent plane crashes as
its mountainous terrain and variable weather make
flying conditions difficult.In 2015, a Turkish Airlines
jet landing in dense fog in Kathmandu skidded off a
slippery runway, shutting down the airport for several
days.No injuries were reported, and the plane was
later towed out of the airport and converted into a
museum.

6 people found dead in
train's boxcar near US-
Mexico border: Police

World.(Agency)
Six bodies were found on Sunday in a train boxcar in
Laredo, Texas, according to police.

A Union Pacific worker discovered them in a train yard
at a remote location near the Mexican border, and
police and firefighters later confirmed they had died,
said Laredo Police Investigator Joe Baeza.

Police have not determined how they died, Baeza said.
The investigation is ongoing, he said. There were no
survivors, he said.Police did not say where the
individuals were from.

Past instances of multiple deaths in trains and tractor
trailers not far from the U.S.-Mexico border have
involved migrants, including a 2022 incident in
which 53 were found dead in an abandoned truck
with malfunctioning air conditioning on the outskirts
of San Antonio.

"Totally Unacceptable":
Trump Rejects Iran's Peace
Plan, Tehran Responds

World.(Agency)

US President Donald Trump has rejected Iran's
proposal to end the over two-month-long war in the
Middle East, claiming Tehran's terms were "totally
unacceptable" and raising the likelihood of renewed
conflict after weeks of negotiations. The American
commander-in-chief, who is under increasing
domestic pressure to end the Iran war, claimed the
Islamic republic was "militarily defeated", as he
insisted that Tehran's nuclear programme --one of
the main reasons why Trump started the war-- has
been contained.The 79-year-old Republican himself
provided no details on Tehran's counterproposal but,
in a brief post on his Truth Social platform, said he
was rejecting it.

‘What Trump Said"l have just read the response from
Iran's so-called 'Representatives.' I don't like it --
TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE!" he said.

The Wall Street Journal, citing people familiar with the
matter, reported that Iran has laid out its own
demands to Washington and proposed to have some
of its highly enriched uranium diluted, and the rest
transferred to a third country. In its response,
delivered through mediator Pakistan, Iran sought
guarantees that the transferred uranium will be
returned if negotiations fail or Washington quits the
agreement later, sources told the Journal.

Trump made no mention of such details in rejecting
Iran's response.Later, talking to journalist Sharyl
Attkisson, Trump also claimed the US was "closely
monitoring" Iran's stockpile of enriched uranium
and claimed Washington would know if anyone
approached the site and would "blow them up".We'll
get thatat some point. Whenever we want. We have it
surveilled. I did a thing called Space Force, and they
are watching that... [f anybody got near the place, we
will know about it -- and we'll blow them up," the US
leader said.Referring to American surveillance
capabilities, Trump said that Washington would
know if anyone went near the enriched uranium. "If
somebody walked in, they (Space Force) can tell you
his name, address, his badge number," Trump said.

Iran's Response

Iran responded by warning it would not hold back from
retaliating against any new US strikes or permit
more foreign warships in the Strait of Hormuz.
Iranian state television reported that Tehran has also
rejected the American counterproposal as
amounting to surrender, insisting instead on "war
reparations by the US, full Iranian sovereignty over
the Strait of Hormuz, an end to sanctions, and the
release of seized Iranian assets.”

Nobel Peace laureate and activist Narges
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Iran war disruptions spark higher costs
and lost income in Bangladesh

Conditions have eased
slightly in recent days, with
shorter queues at fuel
stations after the
government increased
supplies, but concerns
persist across sectors.

DHAKA. (Agency)

Tariqul Islam lost his savings after setbacks
in his clothing business about a year and a
half ago and turned to ride-sharing on his
motorbike to make ends meet. Until
recently, he spent hours in fuel lines as
supply disruptions linked to the war in Iran
ripple into Bangladesh.The 53-year-old
father of four fears the strain will worsen if
the war drags on, saying long hours waiting
for fuel have sharply cut his income and
made it increasingly difficult to support his

'"Without strategic goal, plan or timeline': US
Senator slams Trump over Iran War

PESHAWAR.(Agency)
Arizona Democratic Senator Mark
Kelly has criticised US President
Donald Trump over Washington’s
involvement in the Iran conflict,
accusing the administration of
entering the war without a “strategic
goal, plan or timeline” and rapidly
depleting key US military stockpiles.
Speaking to CBS on Sunday, Kelly said
briefings from the Pentagon on
munitions inventories, including
Tomahawk missiles, ATACMS, SM-3
interceptors, THAAD rounds and
Patriot missiles, revealed alarming
levels of expenditure triggered by the
conflict.“It's shocking the how deep
we have gone into these magazines,
because this president got our country
into this without a strategic goal,
without a plan, without a timeline, and
because of that, we've expended a lot
of munitions, and that means the
American people are less safe,
whether it's a conflict in the western

Nobel laureate Narges Mohammadi
is transferred to a Tehran hospital

BEIRUT.(Agency)

Mohammadi has been transferred to a
Tehran hospital more than a week after
collapsing in prison, her foundation
said Sunday.Her transfer comes after
days of pleading by her family and
others who described her condition as
critical. Her foundation said she has
been granted a prison sentence
suspension on bail. It was not clear for
how long her sentence is suspended,
the foundation said.Mohammadi had
been imprisoned since December in
Zanjan prison. She lost consciousness
twice and was transferred to a local
hospital on May 1.A statement from
her foundation, shared with The
Associated Press, said the suspended
sentence is not enough and that
Mohammadi needs “permanent,
specialized care.”The statement added
that “we must ensure she never returns
to prison to face the 18 years
remaining on her sentence. Now is the

Pacific with China or somewhere else
in the world,
depleted. You may have seen me ask
the Secretary of Defence this question
about how long it's going to take to

family in Dhaka, the nation's capital,
including a daughter at university and a son
in college."My family was managing fairly
well through ride-sharing," he said. "But
after the fuel shortage began, I would buy
fuel one day and run the bike for two days.
As a result, I had to sit idle for one day,
which reduced my income."The strain in
Islam's household reflects a broader
squeeze in Bangladesh, heavily dependent
on imported fuel, where energy shortages
have disrupted daily life, slowed industrial
output and raised concerns about economic
growth as global tensions push up costs and
strain supplies.Conditions have eased
slightly in recent days, with shorter queues
at fuel stations after the government
increased supplies, but concerns persist
across sectors.Across Asia, governments
are facing similar strains as the war-driven
surge in energy prices rattles economies
dependent on imported oil and gas.The
continent is exposed because it relies on
imported fuel, much of it passing through
the Strait of Hormuz — a chokepoint for
about a fifth of global oil and natural gas

the munitions are

getting out of this? This president said
he wasn't going to start any new wars.
He was going to bring down costs. He's
done exactly the opposite. War against
Iran. Costs on everything are up,”
Senator Kelly said.Meanwhile,
Iranian state broadcaster Press TV
reported comments from IRGC
commander Brigadier General

trade.Higher fuel costs are leading to
inflation and squeezing household budgets,
while industries from manufacturing to
transport are facing rising operating costs
and supply disruptions.

The Asian Development Bank in late April
cut growth forecasts for developing Asia
and the Pacific, warning that war-driven
energy disruptions would slow economies
and fuel inflation. It now expects growth of
4.7% in 2026, with inflation rising to 5.2%
as oil prices climb and financial conditions
tighten.Many are hoping for a quick end to

the conflict and areturn to normal.

"If this situation continues, we will have to
move back to our village and find some
other way to earn a living," Islam, the
struggling father said. It is not possible to
survive in Dhaka by doing ride-sharing
under these conditions."Energy crunch
weighs on Bangladesh's economy

Rising energy prices are also expected to
strain Bangladesh's finances, with the
government likely to spend an additional
$1.07 billion on LNG subsidies in the
April-June quarter alone if global prices
remain high.Bangladesh has sought
supplies from its big neighbor India, which
has responded positively as it has
diversified sources, including Russia, of
fuel.Already, authorities have imposed
austerity measures to manage the crisis as
global lenders warn of slower growth in the
nation of more than 170 million people.
Gas and diesel shortages have triggered
more frequent power cuts in industrial
zones.The government has also shut
fertilizer factories to divert gas to power
plants.

One evacuated passenger
tests positive for
hantavirus, another
develops symptoms on

Passengers evacuated from the hantavirus-hit cruise

flight home

TENERIFE.(Agency)

replenish. We're talking about years,”
he said.Kelly also questioned the
broader benefits of the conflict for
Americans, accusing Trump of failing
to deliver on campaign promises

related to peace and
costs.“What are the American people

time to demand her unconditional
freedom and the dismissal of all
charges.”Mohammadi’s Iran-based
lawyer Mostafa Nili said on social
media the transfer order was issued
following the decision of the Legal
Medicine
government-appointed medical
examiners — “which stated that, due
to her multiple illnesses, she needs to
continue treatment outside prison and
under the supervision of her own
medical team.There was no immediate
comment from Iranian authorities.
Mohammadi’s brother Hamidreza
Mohammadi, who is based in Oslo,
Norway, had said medical examiners
previously recommended her transfer
to Tehran but the decision was blocked.
He blamed Iran’s intelligence agency.
“I’mrelieved now. I can breathe lightly,”
her brother told the AP in a message.
The 53-year-old rights activist and
champion of women’s rights was
awarded the Nobel in 2023 while in

Ahmad Zolghadr, who claimed the
United States could no longer
“instill panic” by deploying aircraft
carriers in international waters.
Later on Sunday, United States
Central Command (CENTCOM)
said its forces had redirected 61
commercial vessels amid the
continuing maritime blockade in
the Strait of Hormuz.
As tensions escalated across West Asia
and the Gulfregion, Trump also lashed
out at Iran over Tehran’s response to
efforts aimed at ending hostilities and
restoring peace, calling the reaction
“completely unacceptable.”

lowering

prison and has been jailed repeatedly
throughout her career. Her current
imprisonment began when she was
arrested in the northeastern Iranian
city of Mashhad. Mohammadi’s family
said her health had been deteriorating
in prison, in part because she was
heavily beaten during her arrest. She
had a heart attack in March and has a
blood clot in her lung since before her
imprisonment that needs blood
thinners and monitoring to manage
it.Since being taken to the Zanjan
hospital’s cardiac care unit,
Mohammadi’s blood pressure had
been swinging between extremely low
and extremely high, and she was
receiving oxygen to breathe and can’t
talk, according to her brother.

The Nobel committee had called on
Iranian authorities to immediately
transfer Mohammadi to her dedicated
medical team in Tehran, saying that
“without such treatment, her life
remains atrisk.”

Organization

ship began flying home aboard military and
government planes Sunday after the vessel anchored
in the Canary Islands, with one American testing
positive and a French traveler developing symptoms
for the pathogen aboard their separate aircraft.

One the 17 American passengers evacuated from the

MYV Hondius tested positive for the hantavirus but is
not showing any symptoms, U.S. health officials said
late Sunday.Earlier, one of the five French passengers
developed symptoms on their flight home, French
Prime Minister Sebastien Lecornu said in a statement,
and all were put into strict isolation with plans to be
tested.Passengers were evacuated from the MV
Hondius following its arrival in Tenerife, the largest
island in the Spanish archipelago off the West African
coast.Earlier, officials from the Spanish Health
Ministry, the World Health Organization and the
cruise company Oceanwide Expeditions had said
none of the more than 140 people who were then on
the Hondius had shown symptoms of the virus.

The aircraft carrying the Americans was due to arrive in

Omaha, Nebraska, early Monday.The Americans
would first be taken to the University of Nebraska
Medical Center, which has a federally funded
quarantine facility, to assess whether they have been in
close contact with any symptomatic people and their
risk levels for spreading the virus.The medical school
also has a special unit for treating people with highly
infectious diseases that was used early in the
pandemic for COVID-19 patients and previously for
Ebola patients."One passenger will be transported to
the Nebraska Biocontainment Unit upon arrival, while
other passengers will go to the National Quarantine
Unit for assessment and monitoring. The passenger
who is going to the Biocontainment Unit tested
positive for the virus but does not have symptoms,"
said Kayla Thomas, a spokesperson for the Nebraska
Medicine hospital that will help care for the
passengers.From the ship, all of the passengers were
escorted to shore by personnel in full-body protective
gear and breathing masks. Spanish passengers were
the first to leave, flown to Madrid and taken to a
military hospital. Hours later, a plane that evacuated
French passengers landed in Paris, where it was met
by emergency vehicles.

Thailand's ex-PM Thaksin released from prison
after serving eight months for abuse of power

BANGKOK.(Agency)

Thailand 's former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, whose 21st-century political
odyssey sharply divided Thai society for
decades, was released from a Bangkok
prison on Monday after serving eight
months of a one-year sentence for a
corruption-related charge.A crowd of about
300 supporters and political allies gathered
outside the Klong Prem Central Prison to
greet the 76-year-old billionaire populist.

Thaksin was a telecommunications magnate
who founded his own political party in
1998 and served as prime minister from
2001 until a military coup ousted him in
2006 while he was abroad. His ouster
triggered nearly two decades of deep and
sometimes violent political polarization,
while his political machine staged several
comebacks even as Thaksin himself stayed
in self-imposed exile to escape what he said
was political persecution through the
courts.His three children, including former
prime minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra,
and other family members also arrived
early to welcome him.

- b _a

Thaksin emerged from the prison gate in a
white polo shirt and blue pants and was
embraced by his family. He smiled brightly
as he walked around to greet his supporters
who chanted "we love Thaksin," and gave
red roses to him. He then left without
speaking to reporters.He arrived at his
residence in western Bangkok about an
hour later. In a video streamed by Thairath
News, Thaksin was seen rolling down the
car window to greet a small group of
supporters waiting at his home, responding
to reporters' shouted questions that "I was
in hibernation, I can't remember anything
now."Thaksin was the first elected prime
minister in Thai history to serve a full four-
year term. Policies like a national
healthcare scheme and projects to build
roads in less developed parts of the country
drew devoted support from the poorer
segments of society, particularly in the
rural north and northeast, but his popularity
and sometimes high-handed style created
deep fractures between his base and the
country's urban elites, royalists, and
military.He was charged with abuse of

power over allegations including using his
position to benefit his own business
interests and illegally approving a state
lottery project that caused losses to the
government.

. |

Thaksin was convicted in absentia, but
returned to Thailand to be sentenced in
2023 as the Pheu Thai Party, his most

recent political vehicle, formed a
government. He was widely believed to
have reached a secret accommodation with
the traditional royalist establishment. He
was originally sentenced to eight years in
prison, but it was commuted to one year by
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King Maha Vajiralongkorn, which he was

granted permission to serve from a suite in

Bangkok's Police Hospital on medical

grounds.After protests that he had received

unwarranted special treatment, the
Supreme Court in September 2025
ordered Thaksin to serve his sentence in
prison.

A Justice Ministry panel agreed last month
to grant him parole as part of a review of
more than 900 eligible prisoners' cases,
citing his good behavior in prison, his age
and the low risk that he would repeat his
offense.After his release, Thaksin will be
on probation for four months, during
which he must reside at his declared home
in Bangkok, wear an electronic

monitoring bracelet, and report regularly to

probation officials.

Thaksin's daughter Paetongtarn became the

country's youngest prime minister in 2024
but was removed from office by the
Constitutional Court in August 2025 after a
recording was released of a compromising
phone call with former Cambodian leader
Hun Sen.
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News Desk: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the BJP
may have gained a decisive po-
litical advantage ahead of the
2029 Lok Sabha elections after
the party’s sweeping victory
in West Bengal, according to
a fresh analysis by Bloomberg.
The report said the BJP’s dra-
matic rise in Bengal, along
with setbacks for ruling par-
ties in Tamil Nadu and Kerala,
has reinforced Modf’s position
as Indias dominant political
leader and strengthened the
party’s long-term national ex-
pansion strategy.

Political observers quoted in
the analysis believe the BJP
now enters the next electoral
cycle as the strongest force
in Indian politics, with Modi
remaining the central figure
around whom the party’s na-
tional campaign is likely to
revolve.

If the BJP regains a full ma-

BJP’s Bengal Sweep May Pave Way for Modi's

jority on its own in the 2029
general elections, Modi could
surpass Jawaharlal Nehru as
India’s longest-serving Prime
Minister.

Bengal Victory Changes
BJP’s Political Geography
The BJPs victory in West
Bengal is being viewed as one
of the most significant break-
throughs in the party’s elec-
toral history.

Winning 207 seats in the
294-member Assembly, the
saffron party ended Mamata
Banerjees 15-year rule and
formed its first government in
the state.

The result is politically impor-
tant because it signals the BJP’s
growing ability to penetrate
regions once considered re-
sistant to its brand of politics.
Analysts say the Bengal man-
date has expanded the BJP’s
footprint far beyond its tradi-
tional Hindi heartland base.

Historic Fourth Term

South Asia analyst Michael
Kugelman told Bloomberg
that the BJP is now the clear
favourite heading into the
2029 Lok Sabha battle and ap-
pears better positioned than
the opposition alliance.
Hindu Consolidation Con-
tinues to Benefit BJP

The analysis noted that the
BJPs electoral success still
rests heavily on its ability to
mobilise a broad Hindu voter
base cutting across caste, class
and regional divisions.

Even though the party lost
its standalone majority in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections and
relied on NDA allies to form
the government, recent As-
sembly victories indicate that
its larger political strategy re-
mains intact.

The BJP has consistently fo-
cused its campaigns on na-
tionalism, welfare delivery,
religious identity and strong

leadership, while attacking ri-
vals over corruption, minority
politics and governance issues.
Bengal Voting Patterns Fa-
voured BJP Expansion

Citing constituency-level
voting data and research by
Raphael Cohen-Almagor
Susewind of the London
School of Economics and Po-
litical Science, the report said
the BJP registered stronger
gains in constituencies with
larger Hindu populations.

At the same time, opposition

votes in several Muslim-dom-
inated seats remained divided
among multiple parties, limit-
ing the emergence of a united
anti-BJP challenge.

The report clarified that the
findings were based on con-
stituency trends rather than

individual voter data.
Opposition Faces Tough
Road Ahead

The Bengal outcome has

added to the BJPs growing
momentum after victories in
Mabharashtra, Haryana and

: Blo

omberg

Delhi following the 2024 par-
liamentary polls.

During the Bengal campaign,
Modi aggressively targeted the
Trinamool Congress govern-
ment on issues ranging from
corruption and law and order
to illegal migration and politi-
cal violence.

The defeat has weakened one
of the opposition blocs most
influential regional leaders
and once again exposed the
lack of unity among anti-BJP
parties.

CPI(M) leader Hannan Mol-
lah told Bloomberg that op-
position parties have still not
been able to create a cred-
ible nationwide alternative to
Modi and the BJP.

Reform Agenda May Accel-
erate

The stronger political position
could also give the Modi gov-
ernment greater confidence
to push difficult economic re-

forms over the next year and
ahalf.

According to the analysis, the
Centre may now move more
aggressively on manufactur-
ing expansion, land reforms
and policies aimed at attract-
ing global investment into
India.

Global companies including
Apple Inc.

have steadily expanded man-
ufacturing operations in India
as businesses diversify supply
chains away from China.
Economist Sonal Varma told
Bloomberg that the coming
months may provide the best
political window for the gov-
ernment to implement major
reforms before electoral cal-
culations begin dominating
policy decisions again.

BJP May Push Core Ideolog-
ical Goals

The report also suggested that
the BJP could revive key ideo-

logical priorities, including si-
multaneous national and state
elections and the implementa-
tion of a Uniform Civil Code.

However, the party still lacks
the numbers required in the
Rajya Sabha to independently

pass major constitutional
amendments.
Political ~ scientist Sandeep

Shastri observed that, in the
long run, the BJP’s biggest
challenge may eventually
come from internal factional
competition within a domi-
nant political ~organisation
rather than from external ri-
vals.

Despite the BJPs growing
momentum, the analysis said
upcoming elections in states
such as Uttar Pradesh, Guja-
rat, Punjab and Goa could still
offer opposition parties op-
portunities to regain political
ground before 2029.

ED Arrests Former Bengal TMC Minister
Sujit Bose in Recruitment Scam

B

Kolkata: The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Monday
arrested former West Bengal Fire Services Minister Sujit
Bose in connection with the alleged South Dum Dum Mu-
nicipality recruitment scam.

Bose and his son Samudra Bose were questioned earlier in
the day by ED officials. The agency is probing alleged ir-
regular appointments made during Bose’s tenure as Vice-
Chairman of the municipality between 2010 and 2021.

The ED had earlier conducted raids at locations linked to
Bose and reportedly recovered documents related to the
case. Bose had also received multiple summons during the
recent Assembly election period and later appeared before
investigators at the CGO Complex on May 1. A senior Tri-
namool Congress leader, Bose began his political career
with the CPI(M) before joining the TMC in the late 1990s.
He won the Bidhannagar Assembly seat in 2011.

His arrest is likely to intensify the political battle in West
Bengal over corruption allegations and central agency in-
vestigations.

Kanpur’s Narayana Hospital Honoured
for Free Healthcare Initiative

by Sunil Bajpai

Kanpur: Narayana Hospital, Kanpur has been honoured
by the Indian Red Cross Society for its initiative to provide
free medical treatment to mentally and economically vul-
nerable patients.

On the occasion of World Red Cross Day, Narayana
Group of Institutes Chairman and noted social worker
Amit Narayana Trivedi received the honour from Kanpur
District Magistrate Jitendra Pratap Singh for the hospi-
tal’s contribution to affordable and accessible healthcare.
Speaking at the event, Amit Narayana Trivedi said the
recognition belonged to the entire Narayana Group team,
doctors, and staff associated with the mission of social ser-
vice. He described healthcare for the poor and needy as a
humanitarian duty rather than merely a service. Narayana
Hospital, located in Panki Gangaganj, has also been op-
erating a modern HDU and ICU facility since last year to
support treatment for underprivileged patients. The facil-
ity was inaugurated by JCI World Vice President Hiroki
Timori from Japan, who praised the hospital’s efforts as an
inspiring example of humanitarian service.

Several dignitaries, including Managing Director Udit
Narayan, Dr. A.S. Prasad, Dr. Angad, Dr. .M. Rohatgi, Dr.
S.K. Singh, R.K. Sabarwal, and Indian Red Cross Society
Chairman Dr. Umesh, were present at the programme.

Suvendu Govt Clears BSF Border Fencing, BNS Implementation,
Ayushman Bharat Rollout in Bengal

Kolkata: In a strong signal
of the new administration’s
priorities, the first Cabinet
meeting chaired by Suvendu
Adhikari on Monday cleared
a series of major decisions,
including land transfer to the
Border Security Force (BSF)
for border fencing, immediate
rollout of the Census exercise,
and implementation of key
Central welfare schemes such
as Ayushman Bharat in West
Bengal.

The meeting, held just two
days after Adhikari took oath
as West Bengals first BJP chief
minister, was attended by five
newly inducted ministers
along with senior state officials.
Addressing reporters after the
meeting, the chief minister said
the new dispensation would
end the culture of “government
for the party” and work on the
principle of “government for
the people, by the people”

BSF Land Transfer Cleared
for Border Fencing

One of the key decisions taken
by the Cabinet was the approv-
al of land transfer to the BSF
for fencing along the India-
Bangladesh border. Adhikari
directed the Chief Secretary
and the Land and Land Re-
forms Department to complete

the process within 45 days.
West Bengal shares a long and
porous border with Bangla-
desh, and border fencing has
remained a sensitive issue in
several districts for years.

The chief minister also an-
nounced support measures
for 321 families of BJP workers
whom he described as “mar-

tyrs”
Ayushman  Bharat, PM
Schemes to Be Rolled Out

The Cabinet approved the rap-
id implementation of several
Central government schemes
that had remained pending in
the state. These include Ayush-
man Bharat, PM Vishwakarma
Yojana, PM SHRI, Ujjwala Yo-
jana, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
and Pradhan Mantri Jan Aro-
gya Yojana.

have been
instructed to immediately for-
ward all pending applications
related to these schemes to the
Centre.

Adhikari said the state govern-
ment was committed to im-
plementing every welfare pro-
gramme that had earlier not
been adopted in West Bengal.
Ayushman Bharat provides
eligible poor and vulnerable
families with annual cashless
health coverage of up to Rs 5
lakh.

Census Exercise to Begin in
Bengal

The Cabinet also authorised
the immediate commence-
ment of the Census process in
the state.

According to Adhikari, the
Union Home Ministry had

District officials

sent communication regard-
ing the Census exercise in June
2025, but the previous admin-
istration allegedly delayed ac-
tion on the matter.

The chief minister said his gov-
ernment had now cleared the
file and directed officials to be-
gin the process without delay.
Five-Year Age Relaxation for
Govt Jobs

In another significant move,
the Cabinet approved a five-
year relaxation in the upper
age limit for candidates apply-
ing for state government jobs.
The decision is expected to
benefit thousands of aspirants
who crossed the age threshold
due to prolonged recruitment
delays in recent years.

Bengal to  Implement
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

The state government also
formally approved implemen-
tation of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita in West Bengal.

The new criminal law frame-
work replaces major provisions
of the Indian Penal Code and
Code of Criminal Procedure as
part of the Centre’s wider judi-
cial reforms.

Adhikari claimed the earlier
government had not issued the
required state-level notifica-
tion to operationalise the law.

Arpita Mahila Mandal Honors JAC Meritorious

Ranchi: Arpita Mabhila
Mandal honored 16 mer-
itorious students who ex-
celled in the Jharkhand
Academic Council (JAC)
Class 10 Board examina-
tions by presenting them
with Samsung tablets
to support their higher
studies and digital learn-
ing.

The programme was or-
ganized under the lead-
ership of Arpita Mabhila
Mandal President Preeti
Singh. Students and their

Students with Samsung Tablets

parents were felicitated
during the event.

Female students and their
mothers received chun-
nis, while male students
and their fathers were
presented with shawls
and sweets. The students

were also awarded med-
als and extended best
wishes for their future.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Preeti Singh said ac-
cess to digital resources is
essential in today’s edu-
cation system and finan-

cial difficulties should
not become a barrier for
talented students.

The organization noted
that most beneficiaries
belong to economically
weaker families depend-
ent on daily wage labour.
Vice Presidents Rita
Mishra, Rupa Rani, Rita
Tiwari and Neeru Han-
jura, along with other
members of the organiza-
tion, were present on the
occasion.

UPI Toll Payment Cracks Suvendu PA
Murder Case; Three Arrested

=

Kolkata: Police have arrested three suspects in connec-
tion with the murder of Chandranath Rath, a close aide of
West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari, in a major
breakthrough that reportedly came through tracking a UPI
payment trail.

The accused — identified as Vishal Srivastava, Raj Singh
and Mayank Mishra — were arrested during raids conduct-
ed in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, according to media reports.
Digital Payment Trail Cracks the Case

Investigators reportedly traced one of the suspects after a
UPI transaction was made at a toll plaza in Bally shortly
after the attack. The digital payment trail helped police
identify and track the movement of the accused across state
borders.

The development marks a significant breakthrough in the
high-profile murder case that had triggered political shock-
waves in West Bengal.

Chandranath Rath Shot Dead in Madhyamgram

Rath was gunned down in Madhyamgram on Wednesday
night after allegedly being followed by the attackers for
some distance.

According to reports, the assailants opened fire at close
range before fleeing the spot on a motorcycle. Rath sus-
tained multiple bullet injuries, including two in the chest
and one in the abdomen. He was rushed to a hospital but
was declared dead on arrival.

The driver of Rath’s vehicle was also reportedly injured in
the attack.

Fake Number Plate Used by Attackers

Police investigations revealed that the motorcycle used in
the crime carried a fake number plate.

Reports said the original registration number belonged to
a resident of Siliguri, who later informed investigators that
the vehicle had earlier been listed for sale on OLX.

Police are continuing their investigation to determine the
motive behind the killing and to identify whether more in-
dividuals were involved in the conspiracy.

Manoj Agarwal Appointed West Bengal
Chief Secretary

Kolkata: Senior IAS officer Manoj Agarwal has been ap-
pointed as the new Chief Secretary of West Bengal, accord-
ing to an order issued by the Governor.

Agarwal, who recently supervised the West Bengal As-
sembly elections and the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls as the state’s Chief Election Officer, will
now head the state bureaucracy. Prior to his appointment,
he served as the Chief Election Officer of West Bengal and
ex-officio Additional Chief Secretary of the Home and Hill
Affairs Department (Election).

PM Modi Performs Mahapuja at Somnath Temple,
Ma

Gujrat: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi performed
a grand Mahapuja at the
revered Somnath Temple
during the Somnath Am-
rut Parv celebrations, com-
memorating 75 years since
the restoration and reopen-
ing of the historic temple.

The sacred rituals includ-
ed Mahapuja, Kumbhab-
hishek, and the ceremonial
flag-hoisting at the Jyotir-
linga shrine, as thousands
of devotees gathered to wit-
ness the spiritual occasion.
Describing the moment
as deeply emotional, the
Prime Minister said the
overwhelming devotion
and energy around Som-
nath had touched his heart.
He remarked that the at-
mosphere made him relive
the historic moment experi-

ing the inauguration of the
rebuilt temple decades ago.

Modi said the Somnath
Amrut Parv carried ex-
traordinary spiritual en-
ergy and reflected the time-
less faith of the people. He
added that devotion to Lord
Shiva could be felt in every
corner of Somnath.

Calling the occasion a land-
mark in Bharat’s civilisa-
tional journey, the Prime

enced by India’s first Presi-
dent, Rajendra Prasad, dur-

Minister said the reopening
of the reconstructed Som-

nath Temple 75 years ago
symbolised India’s cultural
resurgence and unbreakable
spirit.

Highlighting the historical
significance of the temple’s
restoration, Modi said, “If
India gained independence
in 1947, then the Prana
Pratishtha of Somnath in
1951 proclaimed India’s in-
dependent consciousness.”
He described the recon-
struction of Somnath as a
powerful assertion of na-

tional self-respect and civi-
lisational pride.

In a message shared on X,
Modi described the oppor-
tunity to perform Mahapuja
and seek blessings at Som-
nath as one of the most un-
forgettable moments of his
life. He said the darshan and
worship of Mahadev filled
him with immense spiritual
energy and devotion.
Addressing devotees, the
Prime Minister said the
Somnath Temple stands as a

symbol of unwavering faith,
divinity, and the eternal
soul of India. He stated that
the Somnath Amrut Parv
was not only a celebration
of the past but also an inspi-
ration for the next thousand

years.
Emphasising the impor-
tance of cultural roots,

Modi said a nation remains
strong only when it stays
connected to its heritage
and traditions. He asserted
that no force in the world

could make India bow be-
fore anyone.

Referring to National Tech-
nology Day, the Prime Min-
ister also recalled India’s
historic nuclear tests, say-
ing they demonstrated the
nation’s scientific capability
and strong political resolve
before the world.

Earlier, Modi held a road-
show from Prabhas Patan to
Hamirji Gohil Circle, where
large crowds welcomed him
with chants, traditional mu-
sic, and drumbeats. Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel and Deputy Chief
Minister Harsh Sanghavi
accompanied him during
the procession.

The Prime Minister also
paid floral tributes to Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel before
leaving for Vadodara, where
he is scheduled to inaugu-
rate the Sardardham Hostel.
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'Greatest sethack for workers' rights
since Independence': Cong slams
Centre over new labour codes

|
Congress chiet Mallikarjun Kharge said that the Modi government,
in its typical cowardly fashion, waited for the assembly elections
to conclude before nofifying the four "anti-worker" labour codes.

Proofs of failure: Rahul Gandhi attacks
government over PM's WFH appeal

make sacrifices -- don’t buy gold, don’t travel
abroad, use less petrol, cut down on fertiliser and
edible oil, use the metro, and work from home.
These are not advisories -- they are proof of
failure," he tweeted.

Earlier in the day, Rahul's party MP Karti
Chidambaram also questioned what the
“triggers” were for the alert and called on the
Modi government to convene an immediate

government must convene Parliament
immediately, take the nation into confidence, and
inform us about the true state of affairs that has
necessitated these ‘appeals’,” he tweeted.

Just after Prime Minister Narendra Modi appealed

to citizens to use petroleum products carefully,
the Congress lashed out at the Centre, saying that
even three months into the US-Iran war, he
remained unable to ensure India’s energy
security. The opposition party said it was
“shameless, reckless and downright
immoral” for the Prime Minister to ask
people to face inconvenience instead of
putting contingency measures in place to
keep the economy insulated from the global
crisis.In a post on X, Congress general
secretary KC Venugopal wrote, “3 months . .
into the Iran-US war and PM Modi is still . e /,:— :‘
clueless about ensuring India’s energy - i :
security.” He added, “It is shameless,
reckless and downright immoral that the
PM is pushing the common citizen into
inconvenience, instead of building
contingencies to ensure our economy is
unaffected by this global crisis.”Venugopal also
said, “When elections and petty politics are the
sole priority of the PM, the end result is an
impending economic catastrophe.”

Punjab tops NITI Aayog school education
rankings, surpasses Kerala and Delhi

Punjab has topped the latest NITI Aayog rankings for primary and middle school education, surpassing Kerala, Maharashtra and Delhi. Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann credited
sustained investment in smart classrooms, teacher training and digital infrastructure for the achievement, calling it the result of four years of focused education reforms.

Reacting to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's "Nation First, Duty Above
Comfort" message to the nation, the senior
Rahul Gandhi called him "compromised"
amid mounting economic pressure, saying
the public was being asked "to sacrifice
due to government failures."

New Delhi.(Agency) :
I eader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha & W

Rahul Gandhi on Monday echoed the

concerns raised by his party and sounded
the alarm over Prime Minister Narendra Modi
urging Indians to work from home, avoid foreign
travel, and refrain from purchasing gold as partof =
alist of austerity measures amid the Gulf crisis. i t‘

Reacting to the Prime Minister’s “Nation First,

Duty Above Comfort” message to the nation, the
senior Congress leader called Modi
“compromised” amid mounting economic
pressure, saying the public was being asked “to
sacrifice due to government
failures.”Yesterday, Modi ji asked the public to

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Congress on Monday attacked the Central government, which has
notified the final rules to fully implement the four labour codes,
calling them the greatest setback for workers' rights since
Independence.Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge said in a
statement that the Modi government, in its typical cowardly fashion,
waited for the assembly elections to conclude before notifying the
four "anti-worker" labour codes through a series of gazette
notifications on May 8 and 9, 2026.

"For crores of India's workers, these codes promise a future of hire-
and-fire policies, contract employment, and limited space for
unionisation," Kharge said in a statement.

It is important to note that the Modi government drafted and
implemented these "anti-worker" codes without any consultation, he
said."It has not even convened the Indian Labour Conference since
2015.These codes, which benefit only the prime minister's
industrialist friends, are the greatest setback for workers' rights since
Independence," Kharge alleged.He said the Indian National
Congress remains resolute in its vision for India's workers.

"We are committed to our five-point Shramik Nyay agenda:
restoration of MGNREGA and its extension to urban areas, and
national minimum wage at Rs 400 per day, including for
MGNREGA; Right to Health law that will provide universal health
coverage of Rs 25 lakh; comprehensive social security for all
unorganised workers, including life insurance and accident
insurance; a commitment to stop contractualisation of employment
in core government functions; and to review the Modi government's
dilution of labour laws," he said.

After a long wait of over five years, the Central government has fully
operationalised the four labour codes by publishing the final rules,
ensuring minimum wage and universal social security for all
workers.

The four codes -- namely the Code on Wages, 2019; the Industrial
Relations Code, 2020; the Code on Social Security, 2020; and the
Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, 2020 --
came into effect from November 21, 2025.The four codes were
introduced to modernise and consolidate 29 labour laws into a
simplified and contemporary framework.

session of Parliament to apprise the Opposition
and the rest of the country about the “true state of
affairs.”

“These are very serious ‘directives’ from the
@PMOIndia. What are the triggers for this? The

Chandigarh.(Agency)

Punjab has overtaken Kerala, Maharashtra and
Delhi to emerge as the country’s top performing
state in primary and middle school education, with
the latest NITI (National Institution for
Transforming India) Aayog report placing
Bhagwant Mann Government’s education reforms
at the top of national rankings.

The report showed Punjab leading in foundational
learning, digital infrastructure and school
facilities, with the state recording higher scores
than Kerala in language and mathematics while
dramatically expanding smart classrooms,
internet access and computer availability in
government schools.Congratulating in a video

middle school education, strengthened the system,
introduced smart classrooms and provided
advanced training to teachers. Today, the results of
those efforts have started showing. The state
government sowed well, so now it is reaping
excellent results.”Highlighting Punjab’s
achievement in the NITI Aayog rankings, the
Punjab CM stated, “NITI Aayog, one of the
Government of India’s premier institutions, has
released new figures showing that Punjab has
surpassed Kerala, Maharashtra and Delhi to
secure the number one position in primary and
middle school education. In Class 3 language
performance, Punjab scored 82% while Kerala
scored 75%.

message, CM Bhagwant Mann said, “In
consonance with the dictum “You reap what you
sow’, the state has invested sincerely in education.
The state government upgraded primary and

=)

Kerala CM suspense drags into
day 7 amid Congress factional
war, poster fights

New Delhi.(Agency)

Bengal govt orders crackdown on cattle
smuggling, unauthorised markets to be shut

New Delhi.(Agency)

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah off to Delhi
again; cabinet reshuffle or big change likely

Trinamool Congress in Birbhum) came

With GBA elections looming, the Congress leadership is aware that internal discontent, if left

unaddressed, could result in electoral sethacks in its urban strongholds.

BENGALURU .(Agency)

With the Congress government in Karnataka set to
cross the crucial three-year mark, CM
Siddaramaiah is heading to New Delhi, setting
off speculation of a political reset within the state
administration. What appears
to be routine consultation
with the party high command
could be more significant --
the big question is whether a -
reshuffle or leadership - fv
change is on the cards. ' '

The priority is likely to be a _3 P
long-anticipated cabinet L=
reshuffle, which is no longer
just about filling vacancies, but about political
loyalties and electoral strategy ahead of the
Greater Bengaluru Authority elections.

Sources indicate that Siddaramaiah is expected to
hold detailed discussions with Congress

- ]

;‘
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president Mallikarjun Kharge, Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul Gandhi and others. The immediate trigger
is the void left by the death of minister D
Sudhakar, and two other existing vacancies.
However, within party circles, there is a growing
consensus that a stopgap
arrangement may not
suffice. Pressure is
mounting for a full-scale
cabinet overhaul that
accommodates regional,
caste and factional balances,
} while rewarding political
loyalty.

Timing is critical. With GBA
elections looming up, the Congress leadership is
aware that internal discontent, if left
unaddressed, could result in electoral setbacks in
its urban strongholds. Sources say a leadership
change too cannot be ruled out.
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Nearly two days after swearing in, the
BJP government took strong measures
to put an end to cattle smuggling in
West Bengal. The state administration
issued major directives on Monday,
asking police officials to shut down all
unauthorised cattle markets with
immediate effect.In addition, the West
Bengal Police has been asked to
increase surveillance in sensitive
areas, especially along the border, to
dismantle the smuggling networks and
their operations. State-based
enforcement agencies have been asked
to monitor illegal transport and trade
networks.Further, the police have been
told to take strict action against people
found to be associated with smuggling
networks or operations.Ending the
alleged cattle smuggling network had
long been on the BJP’s poll agenda. The
party often accused several leaders of
the Trinamool Congress of being
associated with the alleged smuggling
networks. TMC leaders like Anubrata
Mondal (the district president of the

under the radar of central investigative
agencies for their association with
smuggling networks. He was first
arrested and then granted bail in the
Supreme Court.
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CATTLE SMUGGLING
IMPOSSIBLE IN BENGAL NOW,
AMIT SHAH SAID

The latest direction by the
administration can be seen as the first
concrete measure by the BIJP
government in line with its poll
promise, something that the Union
Home Minister Amit Shah had vouched
fora few days ago.

L)
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Akhilesh Yadav calls PM’s austerity appeal an 'admission of failure’

—— .
He alleged that the

restrictions and
appeals were
meant only for the
common people
while those in
power continued

to enjoy

New Delhi.(Agency)

Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Yadav on
Monday alleged that the BJP government had
failed in handling both the economy and foreign
policy. He was reacting to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's appeal regarding an austerity
drive amid the West Asia conflict. Akhilesh
called the appeal, made a day ago, an "admission
of failure."

In a post on X, Yadav said, "As soon as elections
are over, the government suddenly remembered
the ‘crisis'.In reality, there is only one crisis for
the country and its name is BJP."

The former Uttar Pradesh chief minister
questioned how the country would achieve the
goal of becoming a "five trillion dollar

ovrd economy" if the government was forced to
PerllegeS. impose several restrictions."So many
I restrictions are being imposed, then how will the

much-publicised 'five trillion dollar economy'
become a reality? It appears the BJP government
has completely lost control," he said.

Claiming that the rupee was weakening sharply
against the dollar, Yadav alleged that the BJP

government's economic management had
collapsed.

"The dollar is touching the sky while the Indian
rupee is sinking deeper," he said.

»Referring to the government's appeal to avoid

unnecessary purchases, including gold, the
Samajwadi Party (SP) chief said such advice
should be directed at BJP leaders instead of
common people.

"An appeal not to buy gold should be made to
corrupt BJP leaders, not to the public, because
ordinary people are anyway unable to buy even a
small quantity of gold," he said.He further
alleged that BJP leaders were engaged in
converting "black money into gold", adding, "If
anyone doubts this, they should enquire from
Lucknow to Gorakhpur or from Ahmedabad to
Guwahati."Yadav also questioned why such
appeals and restrictions surfaced only after the
elections.

B TEEEEST DI SIS B I e @

All other states that went to the polls along with
Kerala have already installed their chief
ministers. However, seven days after the
Assembly election results were announced, the
suspense over the Congress's choice for Kerala
Chief Minister continues, with the party high
command yet to announce its nominee.

The Congress high command is engaged in
intense deliberations to finalise a name from
among the top contenders — KC Venugopal,
Ramesh Chennithala and VD Satheesan
amid a fierce factional war, poster campaigns
and shows of strength by supporters of each
leader over the past few days. According to party
sources, an announcement s likely soon.

On Saturday, the Congress leadership convened in
Delhi to discuss the matter after observers sent to
Kerala sought the preferences of elected MLAs.
The three-hour meeting at Mallikarjun Kharge's
residence was attended by senior leader Rahul
Gandhi, All India Congress Committee general
secretary in-charge of Kerala Deepa
Dasmunshi, AICC general secretary KC
Venugopal, senior state leaders Ramesh
Chennithala and VD Satheesan, Kerala
Congress chief Sunny Joseph, and senior
observers Ajay Maken and Mukul Wasnik.

There was no major development from the
Congress high command on Sunday, but
Monday is expected to be crucial for the state,
which has voted the Congress-led alliance to
power with 102 seats in the 140-member
Assembly.

Sources said a majority of Congress MLAs
favoured Venugopal for the top post, while
Satheesan was widely seen as the public’s
preferred choice. The delay in the party's
decision is understood to have arisen from «
dehate over whether the chief ministerial pick
should be based on legislative backing or
popular appeal.
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Layers within Telangana's
caste pyramid

The Union government gives special grants only
for those states or regions that are deemed
‘backward’ for their development to bring them
on par with others. But what determines if a state
is backward?Economic metrics such as gross
domestic product and per-capita income are used
to measure the relative backwardness of states.
Sounds logical, right? Similarly, shouldn’t social
justice schemes also focus more on castes that are
more backward than others? If yes, how does one
measure the relative backwardness of a caste?

For the first time in India, a composite
backwardness index (CBI) has been constructed
in Telangana to objectively measure the relative
backwardness of a caste. The analytical
framework is methodologically modest in
description and conceptually radical in
implication: it produces a single, comparable
number for the relative backwardness of each of
242 caste groups, derived from the responses of
3.55 crore people across 75 fields of information.

The CBI is built on 42 equally-weighted
parameters spanning education, occupation,
income, land and assets, living conditions, access
to finance, gender and social discrimination.
Each caste is scored on a scale of 0 to 126, where
a higher score denotes greater backwardness.
The least backward caste in Telangana, the Kapu
community, scores 12. The most backward, the
scheduled caste Dakkal, scores 116. The state
average is 81. Above that line lie 135 of the 242
castes, accounting for two-thirds of the
population. Below it lie 107, including all 18
general castes. The numbers, for the first time,
settle questions that have so far been the province
of assertion.The Mandal Commission, whose
1980 report shaped four decades of reservation
policy, used 11 parameters and relied largely on
field visits and judgement to classify social and
educational backwardness. It was a serious effort
with the tools then available. The CBI uses 42
parameters and 3.55 crore observations,
distinguishes rural and urban living standards
within each parameter, and produces a
continuous score rather than a binary
classification.The CBI provides empirical
evidence of the established ugly truth of Indian
society—people belonging to SC and ST
communities are three times and the backward
classes 2.7 times more backward than the general
castes. A whopping two-thirds of Telangana’s
population belong to really oppressed castes that
badly need help.

The index also changes the paradigm of welfare
design, which has so far been built around broad
clusters such as BC, SC and ST. The data shows
that even within these groups, inequality is sharp.
The SC Madiga community is more than double
the population of SC Malas and 15 percent more
backward. Shaik Muslims are five times more
numerous than general-caste Muslims and 40
percent more backward. People from the
Padmasali BC are actually less backward than the
state average. Aggregating these communities
into a single category obscures more than it
reveals.Nearly a third of the beneficiaries of
Telangana’s flagship welfare schemes belong to
castes less backward than the state average. The
CBIl reframes the welfare question itself: instead
of filling a common well from which
marginalised groups draw in proportion to their
population, the state can now deliver resources in
proportion to each caste’s backwardness.The
CBI also reveals the specific drivers of
backwardness. Contrary to popular belief, it is
not land ownership but access to English-
medium education that is the strongest predictor
of where a caste sits on the scale. People from the
Lambadi tribe and Mudiraj backward group rank
well on irrigated land ownership, but remain
among the more backward groups. Meanwhile,
the Gouds, goldsmiths and BC Christians score
better than the average because of school access.

The gloves are off in Punjab

THE GREAT GAME: The BJP is certainly sharpening its metaphorical knives in the AAP-ruled state

THE Punjab BJP celebrated the victory in the West Bengal

elections in a five-star hotel in Chandigarh on Friday
evening, barely a day after the Enforcement Directorate
cracked down on three Punjabi real-estate developers in
Mohali, just outside the garden city. The two incidents
are separate but everyone also knows they are connected.
The newfound confidence in the BJP stems from what
once was an oft-repeated adage : What Bengal does
today, the rest of the country does tomorrow.And so, in
the air, hangs the question, “Is Punjab next?” It’s a
question not just Punjab, but all the country is asking.
Certainly, the gloves are off.

Let’s start with the map of India that has turned mostly

saffron in the last 12 years since PM Modi took power.
Except for Himachal Pradesh and Punjab in the north,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana and
Karnataka in the south and
Jharkhand in eastern India, the rest
of the country today belongs to the
BJP. No need to repeat how the
dominoes have fallen.We also
know the BJP likes to detail. In
Bengal, the Special Intensive
Revision was thrown into the
“poriborton” mix of caste and
gender and religion; alongside
these pages, senior journalist
Jayanta Ghosal writes how the BJP
decided to subdue the “Jai Shri
Ram” narrative it has favoured
elsewhere to focus, instead, on the
anti-incumbency ills associated
with Mamata Banerjee. Even
Bangladesh was not spared in this
“no stone to be left unturned”
strategy — Dinesh Trivedi, former
Trinamool Congress MP who
moved to the BJP five years ago,
was sent to Dhaka as High
Commissioner (a story broken by
my colleague Ujwal Jalali) — to
showcase its pro-Bengal intent. The focus on Punjab has
been a long time coming. PM Modi visited Gurdwara
Sachkhand Ballan in February to mark the anniversary of
Sant Ravidas, revered by the Sikh Ravidassia sect, while
the sect head was given a Padma Shri in January — about
22 per cent of the state’s Sikhs are Dalits. Haryana CM
Nayab Singh Saini’s forays into Punjab in a turban are
well-known.

It seems the seven defector AAP MPs who recently joined

the BJP will soon set up camp in Chandigarh — their
staffers are already here.

Vietnamese President To Lam in Rashtrapati Bhavan
earlier this week was designed by Punjab celebrity chef
Harpal Singh Sokhi (check out his interview and food
stories-cum-recipes in The Tribune) — the menu
featured Bathinda vaale aloo, Dal Amritsari, and with a
nod to Haryana, Hisar bajra khichdi.With speculation
gaining ground that elections in Punjab will be held
towards the end of the year — Census operations are
likely to start by middle-January 2027, which means
they can’t overlap with the conduct of polls — the state
BIJP is certainly sharpening its metaphorical knives. It
hasn’t escaped anybody’s notice that the ED named the
president of AAP Punjab, Aman Arora, as being linked
with one of the realtors raided on Thursday morning.Oh
yes, the gloves are off. The BJP is targeting the ruling

AAP. CM Bhagwant Mann is hitting back at the Akali
Dal — and implicitly, the BJP — by upping the ante
against the 2015 sacrilege incidents that took place when
the Akalis-BJP were in power. AAP will certainly fight to
keep Punjab, keenly aware it is the only way it will still
be taken seriously as the third pole in Indian politics. The
recent passage of the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib
Satkar (Amendment) Act, 2026, is also intended to
whittle down the incredible influence of the SGPC (and
therefore the Akali Dal), which issues AAP-critical
statements every day.

Even the banquet for Winning Bengal has certainly pumped up the BJP. And yet,

Hung mandate: Let Tamil Nadu Assembly floor decide

as Delhi’s Lt Governor Taranjit Sandhu — grandson of
Teja Singh Samundri, a blue-blooded reformer of the
1920s Gurdwara reform movement and a founder
member of the SGPC — discovered, as the BJP candidate
for the Amritsar Lok Sabha seat in mid-2024, that the
powerful Sikh peasantry wasn’t ready to let him into their
villages, even to campaign. (He had much better luck with
the Hindu communities.)

That big question remains, even if much else has changed

these past two years. Are Punjab’s Sikhs prepared to let

the BJP in today?Or, perhaps, that’s not the right question,

because it would be folly to think the Sikhs are an

undifferentiated, holistic group of people. The right

question, perhaps, should be : How will the different Sikh

communities, or castes, vote? And will some Sikh
castes/communities let BJP
candidates in, more than
others?Certainly the BIJP will
attempt to fragment the Sikh vote,
in the hope that it can wean some
people away. Talk of a BJP-Akali
Dal alliance, before or after the poll,
refuses to go away, despite Home
Minister Amit Shah’s
announcement the BJP will fight
alone. It’s clear the two parties need
each other — the Akalis need the
Hindu vote the BJP can provide and
the BJP needs the Akali vote.

The big difference between 2024,
when BJP-Akali Dal talks fractured
over which party would get more
seats in the Lok Sabha polls, and
now is that most of the country
today, including big Bengal, has
been coloured saffron. In this
scenario, will Shah still be willing
to play second fiddle to Akali Dal’s
Sukhbir Badal?

Where, you might ask, is the grand
old party in this political melee?

The interesting thing about the Congress, which has just

dumped its old partner, the DMK, in Tamil Nadu, and won

back Kerala on an anti-incumbency Left vote, is that it has

a good chance of retaking Punjab — if'its various factions

can still come together and hang together and woo the

citizenry in its favour. (At the moment, though, that seems
like a really tough ask.)It may well, then, be time for

Punjab to (tunelessly) hum the Satinder Sartaaj two-liner :

Saanu saariyaan visar gaiyaan raavan ve/Kehre paase

jaiye sajana. All our paths seem to have disappeared/What

direction should I take now?

The Governor is expected to determine which formation is most likely to command the confidence of the Assembly

TAMIL Nadu’s unfolding post-election uncertainty has

once again brought the constitutional role of the
Governor under scrutiny. With Vijay’s Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam emerging as the single largest party

but falling short of the halfway mark, the |
question before Raj Bhavan is politically
explosive yet constitutionally settled: who
should be invited to form the government? The
Constitution does not automatically grant the
single largest party the right to govern. The
Governor is expected to determine which
formation is most likely to command the
confidence of the Assembly. However,
decades of political controversies have shown
how this discretionary power can become a
source of suspicion, allegations of bias and
charges of partisan intervention.The Supreme
Court has repeatedly clarified the
constitutional position, emphasising that majority
must be tested on the floor of the House, not in the

Governor’s subjective satisfaction. The Karnataka
2018 episode is the clearest precedent, when the BJP
emerged as the single largest party but lacked a

majority. The Governor invited it to form the
government and granted 15 days to prove numbers.

The SC intervened, ordered an immediate floor test to

prevent prolonged political manoeuvring and possible

defections. Unable to gather support, BJP’s
Yediyurappa resigned before the trust vote,
after which HD Kumaraswamy formed the
government with Congress support. In 2017,
in Goa, the Governor invited a post-poll
coalition because it demonstrated majority
support earlier than the Congress, despite the
latter being the largest party. These cases
establish a crucial principle: numbers on the
Assembly floor matter more than claims
outside it.

If Vijay can demonstrate a workable majority,
he should be allowed to take oath and face a
floor test within days. Equally, if another
coalition reaches the majority mark first, it too
has a legitimate constitutional claim. Hung

verdicts are part of democracy. Constitutional

ambiguity should not be.

UAE-Israel ties have deeper historical roots

It is shortsighted for India to give primacy to one Arab peninsula state, as it is doing today

RESPONSIBLE sections of the western media have
reported that Israel has deployed its Iron Dome and Iron
Beam anti-missile defences in the UAE during this
period of intense armed hostilities, currently paused, in
the Gulf. Along with the equipment, military personnel
have also been sent to the Arab Gulf country. These
systems have been sent, for the first time, by Israel
outside its territories. Neither Israel nor the UAE have
denied the reports; hence, there is no reason to doubt
their veracity.The US, under the Trump I
administration, brokered the normalisation of UAE-
Israeli ties in 2020. This was under the rubric of the
Abraham Accords. Under their agreement, Israel and the
UAE established diplomatic, commercial and security
ties. Observers are tracing the deployment of the Iron
Dome and the Iron Beam systems to the normalisation of
Isracl-UAE ties. However, the reasons lie deeper in
history. The implacable enmity between Israel and Iran
goes back to the beginning of the Khomeini Revolution
in 1979. In the past 47 years, Iran has refused to
recognise Israel's right to exist. That was a position taken
by all the Arab states until Egypt recognised Israel in
1978, under Anwar-us-Sadat, in the Camp David
Accords. The Arab states considered it a sellout, as did
Khomeini. This was different from the Shah of Iran's
approach to Israel; the Shah fled Iran in January 1979.
Khomeini returned to the country in February that year
and soon took it in his iron grip. That system has
continued under the Vilayat-e-Faqih framework.

The UAE's animosity towards Iran has historical roots. It
arose from the traditional cultural superciliousness of
Persians towards the Arab bedouin and the disdain with
which the Shah treated them. This was exhibited when
he occupied the Greater and the Lesser Tunbs and Abu
Musa just days before the UAE was formed in December
1971. The Tunbs were disputed between Iran and Ras al

Khaimah and Abu Musa between Sharjah and Iran. The
Iranian action further embittered relations, but the extent
and persistence of negativity became clear when in early
1997, the UAE's Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
(and now Foreign Minister) Abdullah bin Zayed
conveyed an astonishing position to India's then External
Affairs Minister IK Gujral. I know this personally and it
would be timely to disclose it in more detail than he has
done earlier.Gujral visited Tehran and decided to spend a
few hours in Abu Dhabi to meet his counterpart on his

Ii

way back to Delhi. In Tehran, apart from bilateral ties, he
focussed on the situation in Afghanistan, where the
Taliban had captured Kabul some five months before his
visit. Both Iran and India along with Russia were
assisting the anti-Taliban alliance. While an exchange of
views on Palestine took place, the situation in the Gulf
and Iran-Gulf relations were not on the agenda; there
was no need for them to be so.After the Abdullah-Gujral
meeting had gone on for some time, after discussions on
bilateral ties, the former asked to meet the latter alone.

All officials present, including me, left the chamber.
Gujral and Abdullah were together for around 20
minutes. Gujral came out and looked troubled. When
some of the accompanying officials were alone with
him and could talk to him in confidence, they asked
what had happened. His words are embedded in my
memory. He said that Abdullah had cautioned him on
Iran and then had added these words: "We can imagine
ourselves to be in the same trenches with Israel against
Iran"! In the context of the times, this was a bombshell.

While it was known that Sheikh Zayed, UAE President
and Abu Dhabi ruler, as well as some rulers of the six
other UAE sheikhdoms did not have positive feelings
for Iran, the possibility of their making common cause
with Israel against Iran had never been contemplated in
Delhi. A little under three decades later, Israel and the
UAE have made common cause against Iran and how!

The UAE has moved away in its approaches to society and
diplomacy from other Arab Gulf states in recent years. A
substantial degree of antipathy has emerged between
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS)
and Mohammed bin Zayed (MBZ), the current Abu
Dhabi ruler. UAE senior officials have openly
complained that none of the other Arab Gulf states came
to their country's support when it was facing a far higher
degree of missile and drone attacks by Iran since the
beginning of the present conflict.

This is not far from the facts. In a kind of response, the
UAE left OPEC and OPEC+. Having the sixth largest oil
reserves and producing over 3 million barrels per day of
oil, the UAE is a significant factor in the hydrocarbons
world. It will try to chart its own path, but OPEC+
countries will continue to dominate the oil markets. It is
likely that the UAE will get more elbow room for taking
independent decisions on its oil production, but it will
have to align itself on other issues with OPEC +.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
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IPL 2026: Did Mumbai Indians
bring back the wrong Pandya?

New Delhi. (Agency)

The engine room. Krunal Pandya spoke
about Mumbai Indians' engine room.
Kieron Pollard paired with two boys from
Baroda — a legendary all-rounder flanked
by a fast-bowling all-rounder and a spin-
bowling all-rounder. It felt, more than
anything else, like family. If you got past
Rohit Sharma, there was Suryakumar
Yadav. If you got past Suryakumar, there
was the engine room, driving Mumbai
Indians home, more often than not.

When Pollard and the Pandya brothers
formed the backbone of the middle order,
Mumbai Indians won three titles: 2016,
2019 and 2020."T had my best six years in
MI. I remember Pandya brothers and
Kieron Pollard were the engine room. We
won a lot of games with bat, ball and
fielding. I still remember in 2021, when we
were playing our last game, the three of us
held each other's hands and felt like, okay,
this is the last time we'll be able to play
together. It was obviously an emotional
moment," Krunal Pandya said on Saturday,
after a match-winning performance for
Royal Challengers Bengaluru — this time,
and with no small irony, against his former
team.Mumbai Indians have not been the
same since the engine room was
dismantled. Hardik Pandya left for Gujarat
Titans. Krunal was not retained. Age
caught up with Pollard. Together, they
would have papered over each other's
cracks; apart, those cracks have only
widened.

Cut to 2026, and Mumbai Indians are out of
the playoffs race for the third time since
2022. This season, they may finish with the
wooden spoon, having won just three of
their first eleven matches. The five-time
champions, the gold standard of this
tournament for a decade, are threatening to
become also-rans.

Yes, the engine room was gone — but the
problems have compounded manifold
since. Poor auctions. Squads that glistened
on paper and crumbled in the heat of
competition. The playoffs, perpetually
tantalisingly close, perpetually out of
reach.

Fingers are slowly, but surely, pointing at
Hardik Pandya — their captain. Rumours of
him unfollowing the franchise on
Instagram buzzed on Sunday night,
minutes after they lost to RCB in Raipur
and their playoff chances, already hanging
by mathematics alone, went up in smoke.
One could not help but notice the
symbolism: a captain, seemingly, cutting
the last cord.

Emotional Hansi Flick fights
back tears after El Clasico win,

mourns father's death

New Delhi. (Agency)

An emotional Hansi Flick fought back the
tears during Barcelona's title celebrations,
after he revealed that his father passed
away on the eve of the El Clasico against
Real Madrid on Sunday, April 10. Barca
defeated their arch-rivals 2-0 to seal the
title at Camp Nou in front of a buoyant
crowd.

The German manager took his place on the
sidelines, despite his personal tragedy, to
mastermind a result that wrapped up the
title with three games remaining. Before
the match started, the stadium observed a
one minute silence for Flick's father as the
German manager had to be consoled by
his staff.

"It was a tough match and I'll never forget
this day," an emotional Flick said during
the title celebrations that ensued right after
the win.Flick paid tribute to his players,
saying that he is proud to have such a good
team."I want to thank the squad and all the
people who have supported us. The most
important thing is that I'm very proud to
have such a good team. Thank you for
everything."

Usually a reserved man with his words,
Flick kept his victory address short and
sweet, once again putting all the praise on
his players and thanking the fans.

"Thank you for that determination to fight in
every match. I really appreciate it. My
team is fantastic and I'm delighted. I'm so
proud of my players. It's thrilling to be
here with the fans, in a Clasico, beating
Real Madrid. Now I think we need to
celebrate," said Flick.

Flick revealed that when the news about his
father's death was told to him by his
mother, he was in a dilemma whether to
reveal to his players.

"This morning my mother called me and
told me that my father had passed away. I
thought about whether to hide it or talk to
my team. For me, it's like a family"

"What they've done is incredible, I'll never
forget this moment. I really appreciate
working for this club and living in
Barcelona, the people are very kind to
me," said Flick.Barca will look to sign off
from the season in fine fashion by winning
all their remaining three matches.
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Shahbaz Ahmed leads hig-money

buys at Bengal

Shahbaz Ahmed emerged as the
higgest buy at the Bengal T20
League Men's Auction after
Shrachi Tribes Rarh Tigers
retained the Indian all-rounder
for INR 12.20 lakh through the
Right To Match card.

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Bengal T20 League entered a new phase
on Saturday as franchises spent heavily in
the tournament’s first-ever Men’s Player
Auction, with India all-rounder Shahbaz
Ahmed and wicketkeeper-batter Abishek

Porel emerging as the biggest buys ahead of
the upcoming season.Shahbaz Ahmed
became the most expensive player at the
auction after Shrachi Tribes Rarh Tigers

used the Right To Match (RTM)
card to retain him for INR 12.20
lakh. Abishek Porel followed
closely behind, with Lux Shyam
Kolkata Tigers securing the 23-
year-old wicketkeeper-batter for
INR 10.40 lakh after competitive
bidding.

The auction, held in Kolkata on May
10, saw all eight franchises |
aggressively build their squads
with a combined purse of INR 4.08
crore. Teams focused on
assembling balanced combinations
featuring established domestic cricketers,
experienced campaigners, and promising
young talent.

India pacer Mukesh Kumar was retained by
Sobisco Smashers Malda for INR 9.60 lakh
through RTM, while Novus Purulia Royals
made an immediate impact in their debut
auction by signing Sudip Kumar Gharami
for INR 9.40 lakh and Ravi Kumar for INR
7.80 lakh.

Murshidabad Kings secured Saksham

Chaudhary for INR 8.40 lakh, while veteran
all-rounder Writtick Chatterjee joined
Adamas Howrah Warriors for INR §.20
lakh. Servotech Siliguri Strikers signed
Karan Lal for INR 8 lakh, and Bengal
captain Abhimanyu Easwaran was picked
up by Sobisco Smashers Malda for the same
amount.

The auction also marked the official entry of

Novus Purulia Royals into the competition.
They joined Adamas Howrah Warriors, Lux

RCB coach Andy Flower given

Delhi Capitals look to spoil playoff
race as lan Bell admits inconsistency

New Delhi. (Agency)

Delhi Capitals appear to have accepted
their setback in the playoff race, but
could still play the role of party
poopers for other teams vying for
qualification in the next stage of the
Indian Premier League this season.

Plagued by inconsistency throughout
the campaign, the Axar Patel-led
side currently sit eighth on the points
table with eight points and only three
matches left to play.“We want to
finish as high on the table as we possibly
can, and that positivity is really
important,” assistant head coach Ian Bell
said ahead of their clash against Punjab
Kings at the HPSA Stadium in
Dharamsala.

With only six more points available from
their remaining three matches, DC can at

best finish with 14 points, a tally that may
still not be enough, especially with three
teams already sitting on 12 points and
having games in hand.Reflecting on the
team's disappointing campaign, Axar had
already accepted defeat. "We will think
about our mistakes. We will start planning
for next year. We can look at our bench and
see who can step up for us," Axar said after

the game against Kolkata Knight
Riders.Bell admitted that inconsistency
has been the biggest reason behind their
struggles this season.

“It’s been inconsistent. I think we sit here
now and look at a few games where we
had our opportunities, and when you
play in the IPL and at the highest level of
cricket against world-class players, you
have to take those moments. We
probably haven’t done that ruthlessly
enough,” he said.

KL RAHUL AND BATTING
INCONSISTENCY

Bell also pointed to the batting unit’s
inability to deliver consistently, while
singling out KL Rahul for praise. “I think
with KL, like any good player, you’re
always trying to improve, wherever you
are inyour career,” Bell added.

How MS Dhoni's advice turned (SK's
Urvil Patel into an IPL record hreaker

New Delhi. (Agency)

CSK's Urvil Patel revealed the chat he had
with MS Dhoni and the advice the
legendary wicketkeeper gave him as he
became an IPL record-breaker during the
clash against LSG. Urvil
scored the joint-fastest fifty in
the history of the competition
when he reached the landmark
atthe Chepauk in just 13 balls.

During the madness against
LSG, Urvil was able to hit five
sixes in a row as CSK powered
to the win on the back of his
blistering knock of 65 off 23
balls. Urvil had often got starts
for CSK, scoring 24 off 12
against MI and 17 off 9 against
DC but was unable to convert
them.

The Gujarat batter quickly turned to Dhoni
for assistance. Speaking to the IPL's
website, Urvil said that Dhoni told him
that there was no doubt in his abilities and

it was just a mental block for him.The 27-
year-old said that Dhoni told him to just
try and target the right balls to the right
areas.

sat with Mahi bhai in the dressing room
and asked him, ‘Brother, 'm getting
starts but getting out. What should I do to
convert them?’ Bhai told me just one
thing — ‘I don’t have any doubt about

because you are here.

your skills. Whatever doubt there is, it’s
only in your mind. Just stay clear
mentally and try to hit the right ball to the
rightareas.’" said Urvil.

"After getting out in the last two matches,] 'ALWAYS PLAYED FOR MY

FATHER’

After reaching the landmark, Urvil
made a special dedication to his
father during the celebration. The
CSK batter revealed that his dad is a
fan of his big-hitting and kept
telling him not to worry about
getting big scores despite the starts
he was getting.

"I was getting good starts but then
getting out. My father was the only
one telling me, ‘Son, I really enjoy
the way you are batting. Just keep
playing like this. Whether you score

runs or not doesn’t matter to me.” I have

always played for my father. He kept
telling me, ‘Play freely, we don’t want
anything from you. We are happy just

""" said Urvil.

T20 Leugue auction

Shyam Kolkata Tigers, Murshidabad
Kings & Kueens, Rashmi Medinipur
Wizards, Servotech Siliguri Strikers,

Shrachi Tribes Rarh Tigers, and

Sobisco Smashers Malda in the

league.Players were divided into five

categories—A+,A,B,U19,and U16

— reflecting the league’s emphasis

on creating a pathway for both

established and emerging cricketers

in Bengal. The inclusion of the U16

category remained one of the

standout features of the auction,
reinforcing the tournament’s long-term
focus on talent development.

One of the youngest players in the auction,
16-year-old Rohit, attracted significant
interest before being signed by Novus
Purulia Royals for INR 5.20 lakh.Speaking
after the auction, CAB President and
former India captain Sourav Ganguly said
the introduction of the auction system had
added a new competitive dimension to the
tournament.

hefty fine for fiery umpire
cunfmntati(_m during MI clash

My 1lcircLe

New Delhi. (Agency)

RCB coach Andy Flower found himself in
trouble for his fiery confrontation with the
fourth umpire during the match against MI in
Raipur on Sunday, May 10. Flower has been
found guilty of breaching IPL's Code Of
Conduct and has been fined 15 percent of his
match fees. The RCB coach accepted the
offence.

The controversy unfolded after a debated
boundary decision involving Krunal Pandya.
Attempting a big shot off AM Ghazanfar,
Krunal sent the ball towards wide long-on
where Naman Dhir grabbed it near the ropes
before tossing it towards Tilak Varma as he
crossed over the boundary line.

Tilak failed to complete the relay catch and
appeared to indicate a six, seemingly
believing Naman had made contact with the
boundary cushions. Television replays later
confirmed that Dhir had stayed clear of the
ropes during the entire effort.

Flower was seen in an animated chat with the
fourth umpire right after the incident and he
has been found guilty of breaching article 2.3
of IPL's Code Of Conduct. This relates to the
use of an audible obscenity during a match.

"Andy Flower, Head Coach, Royal
Challengers Bengaluru has been fined 15%
of his applicable match fee for breaching
Level 1 of the IPL’s Code of Conduct for
Players and Team officials. Andy was found
to have breached article 2.3 of the IPL’s Code
of Conduct, which relates to “use of an
audible obscenity during a match.” The
incident occurred in 17.2 over when Andy
spoke aggressively with the fourth umpire.
Andy admitted to the offence and accepted
the sanction imposed by Match Referee,
Amit Sharma," read the statement from IPL.

RCBBEAT MIINATHRILLER

The match between RCB and MI was a must-
win clash for both teams and lived up to the
billing. Batting first, MI posted 166 in their
20 overs after Bhuvneshwar Kumar was able

to restrict them with a four-wicket haul.

IPL 2026 PBKS vs DC preview: Can
Punjab arrest their slide in the hills?

PBKS vs DC preview, IPL 2026: With

three straight losses and their season

on the brink, Punjab Kings seek a

mountain-air reset in Dharamshala.

They face a demoralised Delhi

Capitals, desperate to play the spoiler

and salvage some tattered pride.

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Indian Premier League's annual
pilgrimage to the mountains arrives at a
critical juncture for the Punjab Kings. As the
mist settles over the Dhauladhar range,
Shreyas Iyer's men find themselves at a
crossroads. After a blistering start to the 2026

campaign that saw them win six of their
first seven fixtures,
threatened to come off with three
successive defeats. Returning to
their second home in Dharamshala,
the Kings know that any further slip-
up could see their playoff dreams
evaporate as quickly as the
mountain fog.

For the Delhi Capitals, the journey
north feels more like a dead rubber
than a high-stakes duel. It has been a
season of 'what ifs' for the capital
side, who have managed just four
wins from eleven outings.
Demoralised and effectively out of |

the race for the top four, Axar Patel's

side are playing for little more than pride and
the chance to act as spoilers. Their recent
form — five losses in their last six games —
suggests a squad that is struggling to find the
motivation required for the IPL s gruelling

® & & @

final stretch.

the wheels have Yet, there is something about the Dharamshala

air that often breathes life into the underdog.

DHARAMSHALA

For Punjab, this is a chance to reset. The shift
from the humid plains to the high altitude of
the Himachal Pradesh Cricket Association
Stadium offers a literal and metaphorical
change of atmosphere. As the first match of

the season at this venue, the pressure is on the

groundsmen and the captains alike to

decipher a surface that traditionally rewards
pace and fearless stroke-play.

Punjab will also be looking to get tighter on
the field as they have dropped catches
aplenty. In their last game against
SunRisers Hyderabad, three dropped
catches saw them concede 235 to the home
team, which became insurmountable in
the end in Hyderabad.

""We let ourselves down in the last game
with our catching. If we take those catches,
we could probably restrict them to a little
bit more than 220 and come out on top in
that game. It's a little bit of a hiccup, but I
think any team that thinks they're going to

go through this tournament and just sail for

two months all the way through and not lose

a game of cricket is kidding themselves. Our

tournament for us starts now, I think," Punjab

_ Kings'assistant coach James Hoopes said.
& @
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Archana Puran Singh Backs Rahul
Roy After Trolls Mock His Reels: 'l
Totally Binged On Them’

passions: belly dancing. The versatile
performer spent time in Goa to undertake an
intensive five-day course dedicated to deepening
herunderstanding of the dance form.
A few years ago, while preparing for a special
number in one of her films, Richa trained in tribal
belly dancing under internationally renowned

expert Olga Meos in Kazakhstan. What began as
preparation for a role soon turned into a genuine
passion. The art form, known for its intense core
work and precise body isolations, became a
powerful tool for her fitness and creative
expression. She further refined her technique with
Mumbai-based instructor Shaina Lebana,
committing herselfto rigorous practice.

e @ o D

Richa Chadha 4

Returns To Belly Dancing After
Pregnancy: 1 Felt The Urge To Reconnect’

ctor and producer Richa Chadha is Even during the lockdown, Richa continued her
revisiting one of her long-standing artistic

Akansha
IKapoor

Opens Up About Her Egg Freezing Struggles:
‘Physically, | Was In A Lot Of Pain”

ﬁ ctress Akansha Ranjan Kapoor shared her struggles with the egg

freezing process during a candid conversation with Soha Ali Khan
during her podcast “All About Her".In the latest episode, Soha
opened up about crucial topics such as egg freezing, reproductive choices,
and medical advancements.Soha asked, “When you refer to the fact that it
took a lot out of you and you’ve done this one cycle and might wait for
some time, what does that mean?"Reacting to this, Akansha Ranjan
Kapoor shared that the process brought a lot of physical discomfort for
her, leaving her drained.
She said, “Physically, I
was in a lot of pain,
which I don’t think
happens to
everybody, but [ was
in a lot of pain. I
couldn’t stand
straight because it
just felt like there
was a big balloon
inside me, and my
doctor was like
maybe because
you’re just really
small. So, 1
couldn’t stand
straight, and 1
used to go to my
sister’s house.
So, I live in the B
wing, and she
lives in the A
wing. So, I would
walk to her house
for her to inject me,
and for 2 or 3 days, |
couldn’t even walk as I
was in so much pain. |
couldn’tstand it."
Akansha revealed that when
she asked the doctor what
workout she could do, she was
told she could only walk.
“After the first day, there’s no way I
can even walk. So, that was a lot. And I did not expect to feel so physically blah. It’snot a
period cramp. It’s not pain. It’s just a discomfort, which is bloating, heaviness, like
there’s just a big balloon in my stomach and it’ll burst any minute. So, I need to be like

this, and also the hormones."

training through online sessions, using the time to
sharpen her movements and stay connected to
dance. Apart from belly dancing, she is also a
trained Kathak dancer, having trained for nearly a
decade in her childhood under Pandit Abhay
Shankar Mishra.

After a brief hiatus from belly dancing due to
professional commitments, Richa has now chosen
to reconnect with the form in a more
immersive way. The upcoming course in
Goa marks a renewed chapter in her
journey with the dance style, one driven
purely by love for the craft.

Speaking about her decision to return to belly
dancing, Richa shared, “I got back to
dancing about 6-7 months after my
delivery, I got in touch with Dipika Vijay
because she is an amazing teacher. What
started as an exploration into the use of
belly dance as therapy, in my post partum
phase as actually blossomed into a full-
blown parallel interest of mine. After a gap
of'a few years, I felt the urge to reconnect with it in
a more dedicated way. This course in Goa is not
for arole or a performance; it’s purely for myself.
to learn, to grow, and to fall in love with the fo
all over again."

On the work front, Richa will soon be se
headlinging a gripping crime thriller series fo
leading OTT platform.

'y
1 i 5
A A/L_. —_— = %.

ctress Archana Puran Singh has come out
in support of actor Rahul Roy after he
shared an emotional note on social media.

The actor took to his Instagram recently, and
penned a long note in which he clapped back at
those who made fun of his Reels with a content
creator.

Responding to the same, Archana took to the
comments section, and wrote, “More power to
you @officialrahulroy. Love that you are doing
what works for you and keeps you happy. You’re
always amazing and I totally binged on the reels
with your OG songs. Lots of love and strength to
you Rahul".Earlier, the actor wrote on social
media, “I do my work with honesty and
modesty. I have some legal matters to pay for,
and these are not from today, they are from
before the brain stroke happened.

If you mock my simplicity or make fun of my
struggles, it says less about me and more about
you. If you are truly so concerned, then help me
find some genuine and decent work so I can pay
for these cases.

At least I am earning through hard work, not by
mocking others".The trolling started after the
actor uploaded a few videos, which users tagged
as “cringe".

In one reel, he was seen dancing on ‘Tere Dar Pe
Sanam’, from ‘Phir Teri Kahaani Yaad Aayi’
featuring him opposite Pooja Bhatt. While some
social media users expressed concern for Rahul
after the reels surfaced, others trolled him,
dismissing the videos as cringe.

Director-choreographer Farah Khan took to the
comments section, and wrote, “Good luck to
you Rahul". Actor Sonu Sood wrote, “Keep
Rocking Brother".

Priyanka Chopra, Katrina Kaif Or

Nayanthara In Tumbbad 2? Makers
Eye A-Lister For Key Role

umbbad 2 is steadily becoming one of the

most anticipated sequels in Indian cinema.

The excitement around the film began
building after actor-producer Sohum Shah
officially joined hands with Pen Studios, headed
by veteran producer Dr Jayantilal Gada, to take
the cult franchise forward. A day after the makers
announced the film’s release date, a fresh casting
update has now sparked further curiosity around
the project.

Makers Looking For A Strong Female Presence?

According to Hindustan Times, the makers of
Tumbbad 2 are looking to bring a prominent
female star on board for a pivotal role in the
sequel. The film already carries massive
expectations, especially after the original
Tumbbad gained cult status over the years and its
2024 re-release created box office records.

A source close to the development told Hindustan
Times, “Makers of Tumbbad 2 are looking to
onboard a prominent A-lister for a pivotal role.
They are keen on adding a strong female presence
to the narrative, with names like Priyanka Chopra,
Katrina Kaif, and Nayanthara being explored.
While discussions are underway, nothing has been
locked yet."

The update has naturally intensified speculation,
given the scale of the names being considered and
the possibility of the sequel expanding the
mythology of Tumbbad with a more layered cast.

Tumbbad 2 Release Date Announced

On Wednesday, the makers confirmed that
Tumbbad 2 will release in theatres on December 3,
2027. The announcement was made through a
poster shared on social media, featuring statues of
three figures with the film’s title above and the
release date below.

The poster also carried the tagline in Devanagari
script, “Pralay aayega," which translates to
“Apocalypse will arrive," hinting at a darker and
possibly more expansive chapter in the franchise.

The film also stars Nawazuddin Siddiqui, whose
casting had been announced earlier this year by
the team.

Director Adesh Prasad On Taking The Story
Forward

Director Adesh Prasad, who was associated with the
first film as co-director, has spoken about the
challenge of building on a world that already has a
strong identity.
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'Work-from-home, postpone foreign travel':

What PM Modi suggested to con-
serve fuel amid US-Iran war

New Delhi, Agency:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday urged peo-
ple to use petrol, diesel and
gas "with great restraint”
and suggested measures
such as using public trans-
port, carpooling and reviv-
ing work-from-home prac-
tices to reduce fuel con-
sumption amid the ongoing
West Asia conflict.

Addressing a gathering
in Secunderabad, PM Modi
said reducing dependence
on imported fuel was now a
national necessity as the

war had pushed up global
energy concerns.

"In this time of global cri-
sis, we have to make a reso-
lution keeping duty para-
mount and fulfil it with
complete dedication," he
said. "A big resolution is to

use petrol and diesel spar-
ingly. We must curb our
use of petrol and diesel."
The Prime Minister sug-
gested that people in cities
with metro connectivity
should prioritise travelling
by metro and encouraged
carpooling wherever pri-
vate vehicles are neces-
sary. He also urged electric
vehicle owners to maximise
the use of EVs.

Recalling practices
adopted during the Covid-
19 pandemic, Modi said
work-from-home systems,

online meetings and video
conferences should once
again be encouraged "in the
national interest".

"We must prioritise work
from home, online confer-
ences, and virtual meetings
again," he said. The Prime
Minister also called for con-
serving foreign exchange by
reducing  non-essential
overseas travel. "The grow-
ing culture of weddings
abroad, travelling abroad,
and vacationing abroad is
becoming prevalent among
the middle class.
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India has ensured democra-
cy deep-rooted: Amit Shah

New Delhi, Agency:
Home minister Amit Shah o
on Sunday said democracy | mg >
is so deep rooted in India
that changes happen with-
out any bloodshed, and
argued that change of govt
and state boundaries with- ¥
out any violence are the
best testaments to the [
strength of democracy in
the country.

Releasing two books - 'The
Bench, the Bar and the Bizarre'
and 'The Lawful and the Awful' -
authored by solicitor general
Tushar Mehta and welcoming
guests on his behalf, Shah said,
"In the 76-year-long journey of
our Constitution, we ensured
that democracy developed deep
roots in India. We have

ing an audience which com-
prised judges of the Supreme
Court and high courts as well as
the Royal Court of Bhutan.
Commenting on the books
that encapsulated events involv-
ing judges and courtroom inci-
dents in foreign countries to
highlight that courts are not
bereft of honour, eccentricity
and sarcasm, despite its inher-

Suvendu Adhikari may
move into new home,
just 2km from Didi's

Kolkata, Agency: Bengal's

first BJP chief minister,
Suvendu Adhikari, may soon
change his Kolkata address
from his Chinar Park flat to the
Soujanya complex in Alipore.

PWD is actively considering
whether Soujanya can be used
as the temporary residence of
the chief minister. Senior police
officials, led by joint police com-
missioner Rupesh Kumar, visit-
ed the building on Sunday to
assess its security arrange-
ments. A final decision is await-
ed. Built at a cost of over Rs 180
crore, the palatial structure was
constructed specifically to
house CMs and other VVIPs.
Since its inauguration in 2018
by then CM Mamata Banerjee,
it has remained largely unused.

Adhikari's ancestral home,
Shantikunj, in East
Midnapore's Contai, where his
parents and family reside, has
seen him insist that no barriers
be erected so that common peo-
ple are not inconvenienced.

Daily wage earners 31% of all suicide deaths
in 2024, highest in a decade° NCRB

New Delhi, Agency: Daily wage earners
accounted for 31% of all suicide deaths in
2024, the highest share in a decade (2015-
2024), according to the latest National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) data. A total of
52,910 daily wage earners died by suicide
during the year, marking a sharp rise from
the previous peak of 26.4% recorded in 2022.

Casual labourers, a category that largely

includes daily wage earners, constituted nearly one-fifth of and the biggest
share of India's total workforce. The total number of suicide deaths in the
country rose to 1.7 lakh in 2024, compared with 1.34 lakh in 2015.

strengthened our multi-party
democratic parliamentary sys-
tem. From 1947 till today,
Parliament and assemblies,
state boundaries have been
changed without any blood-
shed." "Constitution and judici-
ary have immensely contributed
in strengthening democracy in
India. The country has immense
faith in judiciary, and citizenry
is assured that Constitution and
judiciary will protect and come
to his rescue if he faced injus-
tice. These three - Constitution,
Parliament and Judiciary - are
the edifice of our strong democ-
racy," Shah said while address-

ent 'black and white' appear-
ance, Shah took advantage of
the presence of CJI Surya Kant,
former CJI N V Ramana, sitting
SC and HC judges and senior
advocates to indulge in joyous
sarcasm. "I would have appreci-
ated his courage if he had writ-
ten a book on Indian judiciary
on the lines of the two books.
Whether my comments are a
reflection on the courts or on
Tushar Mehta, I leave it to the
judgment of the audience," he
said, adding he would speak his
mind about the Indian judiciary
sooner than later at an appro-
priate forum.

2 Indians safe after Hantavirus 34lakhappeals, few hundred heard
scare on crulse sh1p near Spaln

New Delhi, Agency:
Two Indian crew members
aboard the Dutch-flagged
cruise vessel MV Hondius
are healthy and asympto-

matic after a hantavirus | &

scare led the ship to anchor
off Spain's Canary Islands,
the Indian Embassy in
Madrid said on Sunday.
The vessel, carrying
around 150 people, arrived
in Spain amid international
health monitoring linked to
a reported hantavirus out-
break onboard. Passengers
were allowed to disembark
following protocols laid
down by the World Health
Organization and Spanish
authorities. According to the

who were working as crew
members on the ship, have
now been evacuated to the
Netherlands where they will
undergo quarantine and
health monitoring as per
safety protocols. "The two
Indian nationals are healthy

embassy, the two Indians,

Niti report says school access
up, contlnulty weak

New Delhi, Agency: Indla s
school education system has
solved much of the "getting chil-
dren into school" challenge, but
is struggling with a tougher
problem - keeping them there
long enough to complete sec-
ondary and higher secondary
education.

The stress points are now vis-
ible higher up the schooling lad-
der - gross enrolment ratio
(GER) drops from 90.9% at pri-
mary level to 58.4% at higher
secondary, while secondary-
stage dropout rate rises sharply
to 11.5% from 0.3% at primary,
according to a new Niti Aayog

report.
The report - School Education
System in India: Temporal

Analysis and Policy Roadmap
for Quality Enhancement -
paints a picture of a vast, but
uneven system comprising 14.71
lakh schools, 24.69 crore stu-
dents and about 1.01 crore
teachers, with the sharpest
cracks now emerging beyond the
elementary stage.

Dropout rate jumps to 11.5%
at secondary level: NITI report

It says the system today is
"strongest on basic access and
weakest on continuity, inclu-
sion, and learning depth".

and asymptomatic,"

the

embassy said in a statement
issued on May 10. The
embassy added that Indian
authorities are in close
touch with Spanish officials
and are regularly monitor-
ing the situation to ensure
the well-being and safety of
the Indian nationals.

'Shashi Tharoor questions if Bengal
poll verdict was 'entirely fair

New Delhi, Agency:
Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor questioned the
outcome of the 2026 West
Bengal assembly elections,
suggesting that the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls may have
played a decisive role in the
BJP's victory in the state.
Referring to the SIR exer-
cise, Tharoor alleged that
large-scale deletions from
voter rolls and delays in
adjudicating appeals may
have prevented lakhs of
legitimate voters from cast-
ing their ballots.

"In the matter of the SIR,
what I have said is a legiti-
mate question to answer.

Look at the Bengal case.
o1 lakh names were

struck off the rolls. Of
those, 34 lakh living human
beings have appealed, say-
ing that they are around
and they are legitimately
entitled to vote.

India, UAE working on pact to help in evac-
uation of Indians via Fujairah port

New Delhi, Agency:
India and UAE are working
on an agreement that will
help in evacuation of lakhs
of Indian workers through
the port of Fujairah, and it
is likely to be signed during
the stopover added to PM
Modi's itinerary, signalling
another crucial link to the
already strong bilateral ties.
The PM is due to leave for
Europe on May 15 with a
stopover in Fujairah and
then depart for the
Netherlands, before visiting
Sweden, Norway and Italy.

The first-of-its-kind
treaty comes amid disrup-
tions caused by the West
Asia conflict, which saw
thousands stranded in the
Gulf amid flights getting
affected. While life is slowly
returning to normal, the
pact can be useful in future
as Fujairah is west of the
Strait of Hormuz, which
has emerged as the main
=y
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chokepoint in the war.

In case of problems with
air traffic, lakhs of Indians
working in the UAE can be
evacuated by ship, accord-
ing to govt's calculations.
West Asia is home to nearly
10 million Indian workers,
with nearly 4.3 million in
the UAE.

In the current conflict,
Fujairah, which was the
likely starting point of the
proposed  India-Middle
East-Europe  Economic

Corridor, also serves as an
alternative for shipping
goods to the UAE as access
to the Dubai port has been
cut off. Khor Fakkar is the
other port that is being used
to ship goods, which are
then moved by road. Iran
has targeted Fujairah for
precisely the same reason.
The PM's visit signals
India's support for the
UAE, which has been under
attack from Iran.

It also comes amid the

UAE's exit from OPEC, the
powerful oil cartel, due to
its perceived differences
with Saudi Arabia. Given
India's close ties with the
UAE in recent years,
experts are expecting the
country to be a major gain-
er, especially as countries
such as Saudi Arabia
charges an Asian premium
on crude sold by it.

Iran submitted its
response to the latest US
proposal to end 10 weeks of
war as a series of incidents
continues to threaten a
shaky ceasefire. The state-
run Islamic Republic News
Agency reported on the lat-
est response without giving
any further details, and
Tehran hasn't yet given any
public indication it would
accept Trump's plan.
Pakistan PM Shehbaz
Sharif confirmed that Iran
has conveyed its response
to a US proposal.
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International Nurses Day

The Heartheatof Healthcaré — Why Nurses Remain the Backbone of the Medical World

Every year on May 12, the world cel-
ebrates International Nurses Day, a
global occasion dedicated to recogniz-
ing the invaluable contribution of nurses
to healthcare systems and communities.
The date marks the birth anniversary of
Florence Nightingale, the pioneer of
modern nursing, whose work during the
Crimean War transformed patient care
and established nursing as a respected
profession. Yet International Nurses
Day is not merely about remembering
history. It is about acknowledging the
millions of nurses who continue to work
tirelessly in hospitals, clinics, schools,
villages, emergency wards, rehabilita-
tion centers, and disaster zones across

the globe. Nurses are often described as
the backbone of healthcare, but this
phrase carries deeper meaning than
many realize. In every healthcare insti-
tution, nurses are the professionals who
spend the most time with patients. They
are the first to respond in emergencies,
the last to leave a patient’s bedside, and
the constant link between doctors,
patients, and families. Their work com-
bines science, empathy, technical
expertise, emotional intelligence, and
physical endurance.

In modern healthcare systems, the
responsibilities of nurses have expanded
significantly. They no longer serve only
as assistants to physicians. Today’s

nurses are trained professionals capable
of conducting patient assessments,
administering specialized treatments,
operating advanced medical technology,
guiding rehabilitation, and even leading
healthcare management teams. In many
countries, nurse practitioners diagnose
illnesses and prescribe medications
independently, particularly in areas
where medical resources are limited.

The importance of nursing became
especially visible during global health
emergencies. During disease outbreaks,
natural disasters, and public health
crises, nurses stood on the front lines,
risking their own health to save others.
Many worked long hours under
immense psychological pressure while
maintaining compassion and profession-
alism. Their sacrifices reminded the
world that healthcare systems rely not
only on medical infrastructure but also
on human dedication.

In rural and underserved areas, nurs-
es often become the primary source of
healthcare. In villages where doctors
may not be available regularly, nurses
provide vaccinations, maternal care,
health education, and emergency treat-
ment. They monitor child nutrition,
assist elderly patients, and support fam-
ilies during difficult times. Their pres-
ence brings both medical support and
emotional reassurance.

One of the most significant aspects
of nursing is patient advocacy. Nurses
are often the professionals who under-
stand patients most closely because they
interact with them continuously. They

observe subtle changes in behavior, pain
levels, emotional condition, and recov-
ery patterns. These observations can
become critical in preventing complica-
tions or identifying medical emergen-
cies early. Nurses also ensure that
patients understand their treatments and
rights. The nursing profession requires
exceptional emotional strength. Nurses
frequently witness suffering, grief, fear,
and loss. Yet they must remain com-
posed and supportive. They comfort
families in moments of uncertainty and
provide hope during recovery.
Sometimes a nurse’s reassuring words
become as powerful as medicine itself.

Despite their contributions, nurses
around the world continue to face major
challenges. Staff shortages, exhausting
shifts, workplace stress, limited
resources, and inadequate pay remain
common issues in many healthcare sys-
tems. Burnout has become a growing
concern, especially after years of global
health pressures. Many nurses also
experience emotional fatigue due to the
intensity of their work.

The shortage of nurses is a serious
global issue. According to international
healthcare organizations, many coun-
tries require millions of additional nurs-
es to meet healthcare demands. Aging
populations, increasing chronic dis-
eases, and expanding healthcare needs
continue to raise pressure on healthcare
workers. Without adequate investment
in nursing education and workforce sup-
port, healthcare systems may struggle to
provide quality care.

Technology has also transformed
nursing in recent years. Digital health
records, telemedicine, robotic assis-
tance, and advanced monitoring systems
have changed how nurses work. Modern
nurses must continuously update their
skills to adapt to evolving medical tech-
nologies. However, while technology
improves efficiency, the human connec-
tion provided by nurses remains irre-
placeable.

Education and specialization have
become important parts of the profes-
sion. Nurses can specialize in areas such
as critical care, oncology, pediatrics,
mental health, surgery, cardiology,
emergency medicine, and neonatal care.
These specialized roles require exten-
sive training and expertise. Advanced
nursing education has elevated the pro-
fession and created new opportunities
for leadership and research.

Another vital role nurses play is
health education. Nurses help communi-
ties understand disease prevention,
nutrition, sanitation, vaccination, and
healthy living. In many public health
campaigns, nurses become educators
and communicators who bridge the gap
between medical knowledge and public
understanding.

International Nurses Day also high-
lights the need for greater respect and
recognition for the profession. While
applause and appreciation are meaning-
ful, real recognition must include better
working conditions, fair salaries, mental
health support, career opportunities, and
safe workplaces.

From Florence Nightingale to Modern Medicine  The Emotional Strength of Nurses

— The Evolution of Nursing Through History

— Caring Beyond Medicine

International Nurses Day is
celebrated each year on May 12
to honor the dedication and con-
tribution of nurses worldwide.
The occasion is linked with the

birth anniversary of Florence
Nightingale, the woman widely
recognized as the founder of
modern nursing. However, the
story of nursing stretches far
beyond one historical figure.
Nursing has evolved over cen-
turies from a basic caregiving
role into one of the most respect-
ed and essential professions in
modern society.

The earliest forms of nursing
existed long before hospitals
became organized institutions. In
ancient civilizations, caregiving
was usually performed by family
members or religious groups.
Temples and monasteries often
cared for the sick, elderly, and
injured. Women, especially
mothers and healers, played cen-
tral roles in tending to the ill
using traditional knowledge and
herbal remedies.

During the Middle Ages, reli-
gious organizations became
heavily involved in healthcare.
Monks and nuns established shel-
ters and infirmaries where
patients received care. Although
medical knowledge was limited,
compassion and service formed
the foundation of caregiving
practices. Nurses at that time
worked under difficult conditions
without modern sanitation, medi-
cine, or equipment.

The profession began to trans-
form significantly during the

nineteenth century, largely
because  of  Florence
Nightingale. Born in 1820
in Italy to a wealthy British
family, Nightingale chose a
path that was unusual for
women of her social back-
ground. She believed that
caring for the sick was both
a duty and a calling. Her
most famous contribution
came during the Crimean
War in the 1850s. British
soldiers were dying not
only from injuries but also
from infections caused by
poor sanitation in military

hospitals. Florence
Nightingale and her team
of  nurses  improved
hygiene, ventilation, nutri-
tion, and cleanliness.
Mortality rates dropped
dramatically.

Nightingale also intro-
duced the use of statistics
and data in healthcare man-
agement. She carefully recorded
patient outcomes and used evi-
dence to demonstrate the impor-
tance of sanitation and organized
nursing care. Her methods laid
the groundwork for evidence-
based healthcare practices. After
the war, Florence Nightingale
established nursing schools that
transformed nursing into a pro-
fessional discipline. Training
became structured, and nursing
began gaining social recognition.
Her emphasis on discipline,
hygiene, compassion, and educa-
tion continues to influence nurs-
ing today.

The twentieth century marked
another major turning point for
nursing. During both World
Wars, nurses played critical roles
in treating injured soldiers and
managing emergency medical
situations. Their courage and
skill demonstrated that nurses
were not simply caregivers but
highly trained healthcare profes-
sionals capable of handling com-
plex medical challenges.

As medical science advanced,
nursing education also expanded.
Nurses began learning anatomy,
pharmacology, surgical tech-
niques, patient psychology, and
specialized care. Hospitals
increasingly relied on nurses for
patient monitoring, treatment
administration, and rehabilita-
tion. The profession diversified
into multiple specialties.
Pediatric nurses focused on chil-
dren’s healthcare, psychiatric
nurses supported mental health

treatment, oncology nurses cared
for cancer patients, and critical
care nurses managed intensive
care units. This specialization
reflected the growing complexity
of healthcare systems.

In recent decades, nursing has
become a global profession with
expanding responsibilities.
Advanced practice nurses and
nurse practitioners now perform
duties once reserved primarily
for physicians. In many coun-
tries, nurses diagnose illnesses,
prescribe medications, and lead
healthcare teams.

Technology has also revolu-
tionized nursing. Electronic med-
ical records, digital monitoring
systems, robotic equipment, and
telemedicine have changed the
daily routines of healthcare pro-
fessionals. Nurses today must
combine clinical expertise with
technological competence.

At the same time, the human
side of nursing remains
unchanged. Patients continue to
depend on nurses for emotional
support, reassurance, and person-
al care. Despite technological
advancement, compassion
remains at the center of the pro-
fession. Another significant
change in nursing history has
been the growing recognition of
men in the profession. While
nursing has historically been
associated with women, increas-
ing numbers of men have entered
the field, contributing to diversity
and challenging stereotypes.

The role of nursing education
has expanded enormously.
Universities and research institu-
tions now offer advanced nursing
degrees, leadership programs,
and scientific research opportuni-
ties. Nurses contribute to health-
care policy, public health strate-
gies, and clinical innovation.

Public health nursing has also
become increasingly important.
Nurses participate in vaccination
campaigns, maternal healthcare
programs, disease prevention ini-
tiatives, and community health
education. Their work extends
beyond hospitals into schools,
villages, workplaces, and disaster
zones. The COVID-19 pandemic
once again highlighted the
importance of nurses. Around the
world, nurses worked under
extreme pressure, often risking
their own safety while caring for
infected patients. The crisis
reminded societies of the
courage, endurance, and essential
value of nursing professionals.

International Nurses Day is celebrated
around the world to honor the service and
dedication of nurses. While much atten-
tion is given to their medical skills and
professional responsibilities, one aspect
of nursing often receives less recognition:
emotional strength. Nurses are not only
healthcare providers. They are caregivers,
listeners, counselors, and sources of com-
fort during some of the most difficult
moments in human life.

Every day, nurses encounter people
experiencing fear, pain, uncertainty, and
grief. They witness situations that test
human resilience, from emergency trauma
cases and terminal illnesses to childbirth
and recovery after surgery. Yet despite
emotional pressure, nurses continue to
provide support with compassion and pro-
fessionalism.

The emotional demands of nursing begin with
patient interaction. Patients often spend more time
with nurses than with any other healthcare profes-
sional. Nurses monitor symptoms, administer med-
ication, assist with daily care, and answer ques-
tions. Through these interactions, they develop
close relationships with patients and families.

This closeness creates emotional responsibility.
Nurses are expected to remain calm even in highly
stressful situations. During emergencies, they must
make quick decisions while reassuring frightened
patients and relatives. Their ability to stay com-
posed often influences how patients emotionally
respond to treatment.

One of the most challenging aspects of nursing
is dealing with suffering and loss. Nurses regularly
care for critically ill patients and sometimes wit-
ness death. They comfort grieving families while
managing their own emotional reactions. Repeated
exposure to trauma can lead to emotional exhaus-
tion and psychological stress.

In intensive care units, emergency wards, and
oncology departments, nurses often become emo-
tionally connected to patients who stay under treat-
ment for long periods. Watching these patients
struggle with illness can be deeply difficult. Yet
nurses continue to provide hope and encourage-
ment even when situations become emotionally
painful.

Mental resilience is therefore an essential part
of nursing. Nurses must balance empathy with pro-
fessional responsibility. They cannot allow emo-
tions to interfere with patient care, but they also
cannot become emotionally detached. Finding this
balance requires extraordinary inner strength.

The emotional burden of nursing increased dra-
matically during global health crises. During pan-
demics and emergencies, nurses faced overwhelm-
ing workloads, fear of infection, and emotional iso-
lation. Many worked long shifts without seeing
their families regularly. They became witnesses to
widespread fear and grief while continuing to serve
patients.

The psychological effects of such experiences
can be severe. Studies in many countries have
shown rising levels of anxiety, depression, stress,
and burnout among healthcare workers, particular-
ly nurses. Emotional fatigue can affect both per-
sonal well-being and professional performance.

Despite these pressures, many nurses continue to
describe their work as meaningful and rewarding.
Helping patients recover, supporting families, and
saving lives provide a deep sense of purpose. For
many nurses, compassion becomes the driving
force behind their profession.

Communication skills are another important
part of emotional care. Nurses often explain treat-
ments, calm anxious patients, and encourage those
struggling with recovery. Their words can provide
reassurance during moments of uncertainty.

In pediatric wards, nurses comfort frightened
children who may not fully understand medical
procedures. In maternity units, they support moth-
ers during childbirth. In elderly care facilities,
nurses become companions for patients who may
feel lonely or vulnerable.

Mental health nursing represents another
dimension of emotional caregiving. Psychiatric
nurses work with individuals dealing with depres-
sion, trauma, addiction, anxiety, and other mental
health conditions. Their patience and empathy play
critical roles in treatment and recovery.

Nurses also support families during emotional
crises. When loved ones are hospitalized, families
often experience fear and confusion. Nurses pro-
vide updates, answer questions, and offer emotion-
al reassurance.

The profession requires strong emotional intel-
ligence. Nurses must understand nonverbal com-
munication, recognize emotional distress, and
respond sensitively to diverse cultural and person-
al backgrounds. Every patient reacts differently to
illness and treatment. Unfortunately, emotional
labor in nursing is not always acknowledged ade-
quately. Healthcare systems often focus on techni-
cal performance while overlooking the emotional
strain nurses experience daily. Many nurses work
under conditions that leave little time for rest or
psychological recovery.

Mental health support for nurses has become
increasingly important. Counseling services, peer
support programs, stress management training, and
healthier work environments can help reduce
burnout. Institutions that prioritize staff well-being
often achieve better patient outcomes. Another
challenge nurses face is workplace violence and
abuse. In some healthcare settings, nurses
encounter verbal aggression or physical threats
from patients or visitors. Such experiences can cre-
ate additional emotional trauma.
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