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Shakira eyes biggest career
show with free Copacabana

concert in Rio

World. (Agency)

Colombian superstar Shakira will give a free concert
on Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro on
Saturday night in an event that Rio officials say
will draw approximately 2 million people to one of
the world’s most iconic waterfronts.The
performance follows similar shows by Madonna in
2024 and Lady Gaga last year, also attended by
huge crowds that danced on the sprawling sands. It
is part of Shakira’s “ Las Mujeres Ya No Lloran ”
("Women No Longer Cry") world tour, named
after her 2024 album.The Latina pop star said in an
interview with Brazil’s TV Globo that she expects
the Copacabana concert to be the biggest of her
career.

“Forme it’s a dream. [ always dreamed of singing on
this beach, because I think it’s a magical place,”
she said in Portuguese, adding that she learned the
language before English.Brazil was one of the first
countries where Shakira became successful back
in the 1990s, thanks to her charisma and the
connection she created with the Brazilian public,
according to Felipe Maia, an ethnomusicologist
who is pursuing a doctoral degree on popular
music and digital technologies at Paris Nanterre
University.

Her historical success in Brazil “has a lot to do with
the fact that she comes from Colombia, a country
whose culture has many similarities with Brazil,”
Maia said, adding that Saturday’s performance
“crowns the relationship she has had with Brazil
for a very long time.”By Saturday morning,
crowds had started piling onto the beach to nab a
good spot for the performance. Street vendors
were selling food and drinks, but also toilet paper,
deodorant and even bags of sand on which to stand
to get a better view of the stage set up opposite
Copacabana Palace.DJs will start performing on
the beach in the late afternoon. Shakira’s set is
scheduled for 9:45 p.m. local time and is expected
to last around two hours. After the performance,
another DJ will take to the stage — a new addition
to keep the crowds entertained and help with an
orderly exit, according to Rio officials.

] ] . .
Rescue fares : US air carriers
step up with after Spirit
Airlines winds down

Washington. (Agency)

US air carriers on Saturday mobilized to help
passengers and crew members stranded by the
overnight shutdown of Spirit Airlines, after the
low-cost carrier's last-minute talks with creditors
and the White House collapsed.

Spirit, known for its bright yellow planes,
succumbed to crushing fuel prices and announced
in the early hours that it was "winding down its
global operations, effective immediately," with all
flights canceled and customer service no longer
available.

Other carriers -- including American, Delta, United
and JetBlue -- moved quickly to scoop up Spirit's
customers, offering what some dubbed "rescue
fares" to those waking up with cancelled
itineraries. "In just over 12 hours, United has
helped Spirit customers book 14,000 tickets to get
to where they need to be," United said in a
statement on Saturday.

Some airlines said they would increase the number
of flights or schedule larger planes in and out of
airports where Spirit had a significant presence.
Carriers also sought to support marooned Spirit
staff-- and hire them.

Spirit has been in and out of bankruptcy since 2024,
and the White House was recently considering a
bailout.

'Structural headwinds': 2026
midterm race enters last six
months with US Congress at

stake

Washington.(Agency)

The battle for control of the US Congress entered
its final six months on Sunday, with midterm
elections in November that could reshape
President Donald Trump's second term and
redefine the balance of power in Washington.As
ever, the midterms will be a referendum on the
president, with Democrats hoping to capitalize
on economic discontent and Trump's sliding
approval ratings to retake the House of
Representatives and Senate -- while
Republicans fight to defy political headwinds.

At stake is not just legislative control but the
trajectory of Trump's agenda, with a
Democratic-run Congress able to launch
investigations, block nominees and generally
complicate the remainder of his presidency.

Early indicators point to a challenging
environment for Republicans, with Trump's
approval rating around 40 percent and economic
dissatisfaction -- particularly inflation and Iran
war-related costs -- eroding confidence.

Polling shows Democrats with a narrow edge on
the generic ballot, while some surveys suggest
voters now trust them more on the economy.

A Republican-aligned group, AFP Action, warned
the party's Senate majority was "at risk," citing
"structural headwinds" and disengaged voters.

In midterm elections, Americans vote to fill all
435 House seats, about one-third of the 100-
member Senate and most governorships.
Democrats need to flip three House seats and
four in the Senate to take control."The Senate is
on the table here," Molly Murphy, of pollster
Impact Research, told cable network MS NOW,
pointing to Trump's waning popularity and
strong Democratic turnout in recent elections.

Trump's pirates remark direct admission
of criminality: Iran demands UN action

Iran accused Donald Trump of
admitting criminality after he
said the US Navy acted like
pirates against lranian vessels.
Tehran has urged the UN and its
member states to reject any
normalisation of such conduct
under international law.

{
World. (Agency)

of making a “direct admission of
criminality” after he likened the US Navy’s
actions against Iranian vessels to piracy,
and called on the United Nations to
intervene. Tehran’s foreign ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Baqaei said
Trump’s remarks amounted to an open

acknowledgement of unlawful conduct
at sea.“The President of the United
States has openly described the
unlawful seizure of Iranian vessels as
‘piracy,’ brazenly boasting that ‘we act
like pirates’,” Baqaei said in a
statement. “This was no verbal slip. It
was a direct and damning admission of
the criminal nature of their actions
against international maritime
navigation.”

He urged the international community,
UN member states and the UN Secretary-
General to reject what he described as
attempts to normalise violations of
international law.

Iran has accused US President Donald Trump TRUMP’S ‘PIRATES’ REMARK

The response followed Trump’s comments
on Friday, when he described US naval
operations enforcing a blockade on Iran as
being “like pirates.”

“We took over the ship, we took over the
cargo, we took over the oil. It’s a very
profitable business,” Trump said. “We’re

like pirates. We’re sort of like pirates, but
we are not playing games.”

US forces have in recent days seized vessels
linked to Iran, including tankers and
container ships, as part of Washington’s
broader pressure campaign during the
ongoing conflict involving Iran and Israel.

ESCALATING MARITIME TENSIONS

The confrontation at sea has intensified
alongside the wider conflict, with Iran
restricting most shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz, a key global energy route,
while the US has imposed its own blockade
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on Iranian ports.

The disruption has affected a critical
corridor that handles roughly a fifth of
global oil and liquefied natural gas
shipments, contributing to volatility in
energy markets.

WAR CONTEXT
REACTION

The current phase of the conflict began on
February 28, when US and Israeli forces
launched strikes on Iran, prompting
retaliatory attacks by Tehran on Israel

and Gulf'states hosting US bases.

AND GLOBAL

The fighting has resulted in large-scale

casualties and displacement, with
hostilities also spilling over into Lebanon.

Trump’s remarks have drawn criticism from

several quarters, adding to earlier
controversy over his statements on the war,
including threats to target Iranian
infrastructure.

Some US experts have also raised concerns
over the legality of certain actions during
the conflict.

Ghana becomes latest Afri
reject US health deal, cites

continue to look for ways to strengthen
the bilateral partnership between our
two countries,” the spokesperson
added, speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss the matter.

Accra. (Agency)

Ghana has rejected a proposed health
deal with the United States over
concerns about data privacy and is
now seeking a new agreement, an
official said Friday. It was the
latest African country to walk
away from the deal over
similar concerns.The deal
included provisions that
would have allowed US
entities access to Ghana's
sensitive health data without

necessary safeguards,
according to Arnold B
Kavaarpuo, executive

director of Ghana’s Data
Protection Commission.

The scope of the data access
that was requested under the deal
“went far beyond what would
typically be required,” Kavaarpuo told
The Associated Press.

A US State Department spokesperson
said the department does not disclose
details of bilateral negotiations. “We

Under the Trump administration’s
“America First” approach to global
health funding, the US has struck such
health deals with more than 30
countries, most of them in Africa. The
new approach that kicked off late last
year replaces previous health
agreements under the now-dismantled

can nation to
data concerns

United States Agency for International
Development.

The deals offer hundreds of millions of
dollars in US funding to some of the
African countries worst hit by the US
aid cuts to support their public
health systems and help fight
disease outbreaks.

The agreements, however, have
raised questions about data
privacy concerns. In February,
authorities in Zimbabwe said
they rejected the proposed deal
over issues around health data,
fairness and sovereignty.
Zambia is also reported to have
pushed back on a section of its
deal, although no decision has
been made there.Activists in

Africa say the agreements often lack
adequate safeguards for the use of the
data and are sometimes limiting in who
is being helped — such as in Nigeria,
where the US committed to supporting
mainly Christian faith-based
healthcare providers.

White House dinner shooting suspect

seeks end to jail suici

World. (Agency) wear a restrictive vest similar to a
Attorneys for a man accused of  straitjacket.
attempting to assassinate President He was later moved to suicide
Donald Trump at a black-tie ‘. )
press gala last weekend asked
a judge on Saturday to
remove him from suicide
watch at a Washington
jail. The suspect, Cole Tomas
Allen, allegedly forced his
way through a security
checkpoint and fired a
shotgun outside the White -
House Correspondents’
Dinner on April 25.
After being booked on April 27, &

Allen was placed in a “safe
cell,” described in a court filing as a
padded room under 24-hour
lockdown, where he was required to

precautions, which still barred him
from making phone calls, receiving
visitors other than his legal team, or
leaving his cell except under escort for

de watch

legal meetings or showers.

According to the filing, a nurse
recommended ending those measures
on Friday, but they remained
in place during a lawyer’s
visit that same day.

His attorneys argue the
restrictions are punitive and
limit access to basic
resources, including a jail
tablet that would allow him
to communicate with family
members.

Allen faces charges of
attempted assassination,
discharging a firearm during
a violent crime, and illegally

transporting weapons and ammunition

across state lines. He has not yet
entered aplea.

Iran Nobel laureate Narges
Mohammadi hospitalised after
fainting twice, cardiac crisis

World.(Agency)

Iran’s imprisoned Nobel Peace Prize laurecate Narges
Mohammadi has been urgently transferred from
prison to a hospital in northwestern Iran after a
“catastrophic deterioration” of her health, her
foundation said Friday.

The Narges Mohammadi Foundation said the Nobel
Prize laureate had two episodes of complete loss of
consciousness and a severe cardiac crisis.

Earlier Friday, Mohammadi had fainted twice in
prison in Zanjan in northwestern Iran, according to
the foundation. She was believed to have suffered a
heart attack in late March, according to her lawyers
who visited her a few days after the incident. At the
time, she appeared pale, underweight and needed a
nurse to help her walk.

The hospital transfer comes ‘“after 140 days of
systematic medical neglect,” since her arrest on
Dec. 12, the foundation said.*“This transfer was done
as an unavoidable necessity after prison doctors
determined her condition could not be managed on-
site, despite standing medical recommendations
that she be treated by her specialized team in
Tehran,” the foundation said.

Help may be little too late, family saysMohammadi’s
family had advocated for her transfer to adequate
medical facilities for weeks.

The foundation, quoting her family, said her transfer
Friday to a hospital in Zanjan was “a desperate,
‘last-minute’ action that may be too late to address
her critical needs.”Mohammadi's brother
Hamidreza Mohammadi, who lives in Oslo,
Norway, said in an audio message shared with The
Associated Press by the foundation that her family is
“fighting for her life.”

“My family in Iran is doing everything they can. But
the prosecutors in Zanjan are blocking everything,”
he said.On March 24, Narges Mohammadi’s fellow
inmates found her unconscious, her lawyers said she
told them during the visit a few days later. Upon
later examination at the prison’s clinic, a doctor told
her that she probably had had a heart attack.

Dutch Princesses targeted in scary murder
plot, suspect found with axes, Nazi symbol

sinister Nazi-inspired attack to

This is not the first time the safety of

kill the

appearances in the heavily secured city of

cartels to kidnap her along with then Dutch

Amalia — the future Queen of the
Netherlands — has been under threat.
She has previously been the target of
multiple serious threats, including an
alleged gang plot by drug cartels to kidnap
her along with then Dutch Prime Minister
Mark Rutte, who currently serves as

Secretary-General of Nato.

World.(Agency)

Authorities in the Netherlands foiled an
attack targeting two members of the Dutch
royal family — Princess Catharina-
Anmalia, 22, and her younger sister, Princess
Alexia, 20 — who were allegedly targeted
by a 33-year-old man suspected of far-right
extremist views and accused of plotting a

future Queen and her sister.The suspect,
who is due to appear in court on Monday,
was arrested in The Hague in February. The
court date is listed in an official scheduling
order published by The Hague Public
Prosecutor’s Office

Authorities said he was found with two
axes engraved with the words
“Alexia,” “Mossad,” and “Sieg Heil,” a
Nazi-era salute. He was also carrying a
handwritten note bearing the names

“Amalia,” “Alexia,” and the word
“bloodbath.”

AUTHORITIES HAVE NOT
REVEALED MOTIVE

The Hague Public Prosecutor’s Office
did not disclose further details,
including the suspect’s identity, citing
Dutch privacy laws. Authorities have also
not revealed a motive behind the alleged
plot or the disturbing writings.etails of the
February arrest emerged as the royal
family — including Amalia and Alexia —
marked King’s Day with public

Dokkum on April 27.

Amalia, the daughter of King Willem-
Alexander and Queen Maxima, is the heir
to the Dutch throne, while Alexia is second
in line.

FUTURE DUTCH QUEEN HAS BEEN
TARGET OF MULTIPLE THREATS
This is not the first time the safety of Amalia
— the future Queen of the Netherlands —
has been under threat. She has previously
been the target of multiple serious threats,
including an alleged gang plot by drug

Prime Minister Mark Rutte, who currently
serves as Secretary-General of Nato.

In 2020, she was forced to go into hiding after
a man sent messages threatening her with
rape and violence. In 2022, authorities

intercepted communications between

gang members targeting Amalia and

Rutte. That same year, she was

compelled to leave her student

accommodation in Amsterdam over
security concerns, and Queen Maxima
moved her to the heavily guarded royal
palace in The Hague.In 2024, Amalia
secretly relocated to Madrid to
complete her studies and experience
greater personal freedom due to
ongoing security concerns.Queen

Maxima described the impact on her

daughter, saying, “She can't live in

Amsterdam and she can't really go outside

the palace.” “It has enormous consequences

for her life,” she added, noting that her
daughter could no longer live in

Amsterdam or move freely outside.
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2026 Assembly Elections: EC Counting Process

New Delhi: In a tightly regu-
lated process designed to up-
hold electoral integrity, the
Election Commission of In-
dia has put in place a robust
framework for counting votes
recorded in Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs)—a system
that has also stood scrutiny in
the Supreme Court of India.
At the heart of the process is
the Returning Officer (RO),
who supervises the entire
counting operation within
each Assembly constituency.
Working under the RO, every
counting table is managed by
a four-member team respon-
sible for ensuring precise vote
tallying.

Structured Team at Every
Counting Table

Each counting unit com-
prises a counting supervisor,
an additional supervisor, a
micro observer, and a Group
D Multi-Tasking Staft (MTS)
member. The supervisors are

Under Supreme Court Lens
== ,

central to maintaining accura-
cy, with at least one mandated
to be a Central government
employee.

While the counting super-
visor is typically a gazetted
officer, the additional su-
pervisor must meet Group
B-level qualifications. Both
are randomly selected from a
pre-approved pool of polling
personnel and assigned duties
without prior notice—an ap-
proach aimed at eliminating
bias or manipulation.

The micro observer, generally
from Central government ser-
vices, acts as an independent
watchdog, while the MTS staff
supports operational tasks
such as handling documents
and equipment.

Adding another layer of trans-
parency, authorised counting
agents of candidates are al-
lowed to monitor proceedings
from designated positions
around the tables.

g
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Tech-Backed Security and
Strict Access Control

To fortify security, all count-
ing personnel are issued
photo identity cards embed-
ded with QR codes. These are
verified through a three-tier
authentication system involv-
ing digital scanning and man-

OF
INDIA

ual checks—ensuring only
authorised individuals can ac-
cess sensitive counting zones.
Before counting begins, of-
ficials must verify identities
through an app-based data-
base alongside physical ID
checks. Written confirmations
are also recorded, leaving little

room for discrepancies.

Zero-Tolerance Protocol In-
side Counting Centres

The Returning Officer enforc-
es strict discipline throughout
the process. Mobile phones
are strictly prohibited inside
counting halls, except for des-
ignated officials like the RO or

appointed observers—mini-
mising any risk of interfer-
ence.

Once the counting begins,
no one—be it officials, staff,
or authorised agents—is al-
lowed to leave the premises.
Exceptions are made only in
cases of medical emergencies
or urgent needs, reinforcing a
controlled and tamper-proof
environment.
Rulebook-Driven Selection
and Accountability

The selection and deployment
of counting personnel strictly
follow prescribed guidelines
(as outlined in official annex-
ures), ensuring that only qual-
ified and vetted individuals
are entrusted with the process.
Together,  these layered
checks, randomisation proto-
cols, and strict conduct rules
form a comprehensive system
that underscores the credibil-
ity and transparency of India’s
electoral process.

AL ICT Transform Libraries into Smart
Learning Engines: Jharotia

Kota: Libraries are rapidly shedding their traditional image
as silent book repositories and emerging as dynamic, tech-
driven knowledge hubs powered by Al and modern ICT
tools, said Dr. Anil Kumar Jharotia during a special lecture
at Jai Minesh Adivasi University.

Addressing a hybrid session hosted by the Department of
Library and Information Science, Dr. Jharotia emphasized
that value-added services are key to enhancing user engage-
ment in the digital era. The lecture, themed “Strengthening
User Engagement through Value-Added Library Services
in the Digital Age,” highlighted how libraries are integrat-
ing advanced technologies to deliver more personalized
and efficient services.

In a practical demonstration, he also conducted a virtual
tour of The NorthCap University library, showcasing its
digital infrastructure and innovative service models.

The event was held under the patronage of Chairman R.
D. Meena and Vice-Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) Shravan Kumar
Meena. Proceedings were anchored by Dr. Jyotsna Verma.
Faculty members, researchers, and students from multiple
institutions participated actively, engaging in a lively Q&A
session.

The programme saw the presence of key organizers, includ-
ing Dr. Rahul Gupta, Dr. Prashant Bhardwaj, and Akshay
Kumar, along with academic and non-academic staff.

AIIMS Develops Safer Surgical Technique
for Severe Spinal Deformities

New Delhi: The All India Institute of Medical Sciences has
introduced a refined surgical technique for treating severe
spinal deformities, offering a safer and more effective op-
tion for high-risk patients.

The institute said the procedure, developed and practised
over the past seven years, marks a significant breakthrough
in spine surgery, particularly for cases previously consid-
ered too complex or risky.

The technique is a modified version of posterior vertebral
column resection (PVCR), one of the most intricate spinal
surgeries. AIIMS noted that the method was first docu-
mented in an international scientific journal in 2020, high-
lighting its clinical relevance at the global level.
According to specialists, the innovation involves preserv-
ing critical spinal structures until later stages of the opera-
tion, improving stability during surgery. This approach is
expected to reduce complications, enhance patient safety,
and lead to better post-operative outcomes.

Medical experts believe the advancement could transform
treatment strategies for severe spinal deformities and wid-
en access to safer surgical interventions for patients who
earlier had limited options.

Trump to Review Iran Peace Plan but Doubts
Acceptance, Warns Strikes May Resume

News Desk: Donald Trump on
Saturday voiced strong reser-
vations over a 14-point peace
proposal from Iran, saying he
‘can't imagine” the terms being
acceptable to the United States.
Speaking before boarding Air
Force One, Trump said the
proposal—reportedly
via Pakistan—is under review
by his national security team.
He reiterated dissatisfaction
with Tehrans earlier offers and
indicated a final decision would
follow soon.

In a separate post on Truth
Social, Trump sharpened his
stance, remarking that Iran
had “not yet paid a big enough
price;” signalling a tough nego-
tiating line.

Comprehensive Deal, Not
Ceasefire

According to Irans Tasnim
News Agency, Tehran's propos-
al seeks a full settlement within
30 days, rejecting a temporary
truce. The plan includes secu-
rity guarantees against future
attacks, withdrawal of US forc-
es from the region, and a roll-
back of sanctions. Economic
demands feature prominently,
including release of frozen as-
sets, lifting of trade and naval

routed

restrictions, and compensation
for damages linked to sanctions
and military pressure.

The proposal also seeks to ad-
dress wider regional tensions,
including conflicts linked to
Lebanon. A key element is a
new governance mechanism
for the Strait of Hormuz to en-
sure uninterrupted global oil
flow.

US Signals Military Option
Even as talks continue, Trump
warned that military action re-
mains an option.

“If they do something bad... it’s
certainly a possibility; he said,
without elaborating. Earlier re-

marks suggested a stark choice
between diplomacy and escala-
tion, underscoring the fragile
state of negotiations.

Iran Says Ready for All Out-
comes

Iranian officials responded
firmly. Senior commander Mo-
hammad Jafar Asadi said the
country is prepared for any es-
calation, while Deputy Foreign
Minister Kazem Gharibabadi
stated that responsibility now
lies with Washington.

“The ball is in the United States’
court;” he said, adding Tehran
is open to both dialogue and
confrontation.

A

Ceasefire Fragile, Oil Prices
Elevated

The diplomatic push follows a
ceasefire in place since April 8
after weeks of conflict involving
the US, Israel and Iran.

While fighting has paused,
disruptions around the Strait
of Hormuz continue to impact
global markets, keeping energy
prices significantly elevated.
With Tehran awaiting Wash-
ingtons response, the next few
days are expected to be critical
in determining whether ten-
sions ease—or escalate again.

Indian Start-up GalaxEye Launches ‘Mission Drishti’,
Sets New Benchmark in Space Innovation

News Desk: In a landmark
moment for Indids private
space  sector, homegrown
start-up GalaxEye has suc-
cessfully launched its ambi-
tious Earth observation sat-
ellite, Mission Drishti. The
satellite lifted off aboard Fal-
con 9, operated by SpaceX,
from California in the United
States.

Weighing around 190 kilo-
grams, Mission Drishti stands
out as the largest Earth obser-
vation satellite ever developed
by a private Indian company.
It also marks a global first as
the worlds inaugural Opto-

SAR satellite, combining op-
tical and synthetic aperture
radar technologies to deliver
uninterrupted,  all-weather
imaging capabilities.

The achievement drew praise
from top leadership. C. P.

Radhakrishnan hailed the
mission as a transformative

step for Indias rapidly grow-
ing commercial space ecosys-
tem, emphasizing its ability
to provide round-the-clock
Earth observation.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also congratulated the
team, calling the success-
ful launch a reflection of
Indias youthful innovation
and commitment to nation-
building. He noted that such
breakthroughs reinforce the
country’s position as a rising
force in global space technol-
ogy-

With Mission Drishti now in
orbit, GalaxEye has not only
pushed technological bound-
aries but also underscored
the expanding role of private
players in Indias space ambi-
tions.

D-Day Today:
Counting for 2026 Assembly Polls Across
4 States, Puducherry Amid Bengal
Repoll Twist

New Delhi: The countdown has begun for a decisive po-
litical verdict as counting of votes for the 2026 Assembly
elections in Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and
the Union Territory of Puducherry will be held tomorrow,
with results expected to shape the next phase of regional
and national politics.

The counting follows multi-phase polling marked by fierce
campaigning, strong voter turnout, and a dramatic late inter-
vention in West Bengal.

Polling & Seat Breakdown

e Assam: Voting held for 126 seats on April 9

+  Kerala: Polling completed for 140 seats on April 9

e Puducherry: Voting conducted for 30 seats on April 9

e Tamil Nadu: Counting for 234 Assembly constituen-
cies

e West Bengal: Counting for 293 seats out of total 294
seats

Bengal Repoll Twist

In a significant late-night move, the Election Commission

of India ordered a complete repoll in the Falta Assembly

constituency of West Bengal, citing “serious electoral of-

fences” during polling on April 29.

*  Entire polling exercise declared “vitiated”

*  Fresh voting mandated in all 285 polling stations, in-
cluding auxiliary booths

e Counting tomorrow will exclude Falta, bringing the
immediate tally to 293 seats

Repoll Schedule (Falta):

e Re-election to be held on May 21

*  Polling timings: 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM

e Counting of votes for the seat deferred to May 24 after
completion of repoll

Counting Schedule & Process

¢ Counting to commence at 8:00 AM across centres

e Postal ballots to be taken up first, followed by EVM
counting

e Multiple rounds in each constituency; early trends ex-
pected within hours

Key Election Stats

e Coverage: 4 states + 1 Union Territory

*  Total Assembly seats: 824

e High voter participation recorded across phases

e Final results expected by evening in most constituen-
cies

Security & Tech Measures

*  Multi-layer security deployment at counting centres

e Strict access control and verification protocols

e Use of QR code-based identity cards for authorised
personnel

e Continuous monitoring to ensure transparency

Major Political Battles

e Tamil Nadu: Intense Dravidian rivalry

e Kerala: Tight triangular contest

e West Bengal & Assam: Multi-cornered, high-stakes
fights

e Puducherry: Leadership-driven electoral contest

What to Watch
e Early trends likely to shape the narrative by late morn-
ing

e Close races may delay final calls in key seats
e Outcomes expected to influence future national politi-
cal alignments

With a last-minute repoll twist in West Bengal and stakes
running high across regions, counting day promises grip-
ping action as India awaits a crucial electoral verdict.

Great Nicobar Project: India’s Strategic Island Push Balances

Growth, Securi

New Delhi: Indias ambitious 450 MVA gas and solar-based

Great Nicobar Project is set to
transform the southernmost
island of the Andaman and
Nicobar chain into a key mari-
time and economic hub, com-
bining strategic intent with
infrastructure expansion and
environmental safeguards.
Located barely 40 nautical
miles from the busy East—-West
international shipping route,
Great Nicobar holds critical
geopolitical value. The gov-
ernment’s plan aims to reduce
dependence on foreign trans-
shipment ports such as Co-
lombo and Singapore, while
strengthening Indias presence
in the Indian Ocean Region.
Mega Infrastructure at the
Core

The project is anchored around
four major components: a 14.2
million TEU International
Container Transshipment
Terminal (ICTT) at Galathea
Bay, a greenfield international
airport capable of handling
4,000 peak-hour passengers, a

power plant, and a planned
township spread over 16,610
hectares.

Officials say the integrated in-
frastructure will create a self-
reliant ecosystem for trade,
tourism and urban develop-
ment, while boosting eco-
nomic activity in the island
territory.

Strategic and Economic Sig-
nificance

India currently routes a large
share of its cargo through for-
eign ports due to the lack of
deep-draft facilities. The pro-
posed transshipment terminal,
with natural water depth ex-
ceeding 20 metres, is expected
to handle large vessels and
retain cargo traffic within the
country. The project will be
executed in three phases be-
tween 2025 and 2047, covering
a total area of 166.10 sq. km.
Authorities maintain that the
phased rollout will ensure cali-
brated development alongside
environmental and social safe-
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guards.Beyond commerce, the
project is seen as a strategic as-
set, enhancing India’s defence
and surveillance capabilities in
a region witnessing increasing
geopolitical competition.
Environmental  Clearance
and Safeguards

The project has received en-
vironmental clearance under
the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) Notifica-
tion, 2006, subject to 42 spe-
cific conditions. These include
measures related to pollution
control, biodiversity conserva-
tion, marine ecology, and dis-

ty and Ecology

aster management. According
to official estimates, about 1.82
per cent of the islands’ forest
cover will be diverted. Tree fell-
ing—estimated at up to 7.11
lakh trees—will be carried out
in phases, while nearly 65.99
sq. km has been earmarked as
green zones with no deforesta-
tion. Compensatory afforesta-
tion has been planned over
97.30 sq. km, primarily outside
the islands, given the already
high forest cover in the region.
Studies conducted by institu-
tions such as the Zoological
Survey of India, Wildlife In-

® &

stitute of India and the Indian
Institute for Science have sup-
ported the project, subject to
adherence to environmental
safeguards.

Focus on Tribal Welfare
Great Nicobar is home to in-
digenous communities, in-
cluding the Shompen and
Nicobarese tribes. Authorities
have stated that no displace-
ment of these communities is
proposed under the project.
The administration has also
initiated measures to protect
tribal interests, including the
re-notification of tribal re-
serve areas. While a portion
of land will be de-notified for
development, officials claim
there will be a net increase in
the overall tribal reserve area.
An independent monitoring
mechanism has been put in
place to oversee the welfare of
indigenous groups during both
construction and operational
phases.

Risk and Disaster Prepared-
ness

Given the island’s vulnerabil-
ity to earthquakes, tsunamis
and cyclones, a comprehen-
sive disaster management plan
has been incorporated into
the project design. The hy-
brid power system is expected
to enhance energy resilience
while reducing dependence on
diesel-based generation.
Balancing Development and
Ecology

The government has posi-
tioned the Great Nicobar Pro-
ject as a model for balancing
economic growth with eco-
logical conservation and social
inclusion. However, environ-
mental concerns continue to
be raised by experts, given the
ecological sensitivity of the re-
gion. As the project moves into
its implementation phase, it is
likely to remain under close
scrutiny, emerging as a key
test of India’s ability to pursue
large-scale infrastructure de-
velopment without compro-
mising environmental and
indigenous safeguards.
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Election of rejection: Bengal BJP chief
targets TMC day ahead of results

State BJP president Samik
Bhattacharya, speaking to
IndiaToday.in ahead of the Assembly
results, called it an "election of
rejection” of Mamata Banerjee. He
projected 200-plus seats and framed the
campaign around Bengali pride,
identity, and a "Bengal first" sentiment.

New Delhi.(Agency)

n a Saturday night phone call with

IndiaToday.in, Bengal BJP president

Samik Bhattacharya sounded at ease.
After weeks of campaigning in the heat and dust,
the mood around him was light -- faint chatter
and occasional laughter in the background, with
someone, almost in passing, heard discussing the
health benefits of boiled chicken soup.

It has been an falta-unrest-west-bengal-election-
result-may-4-counting-tmc-bjp-2904851-2026-
05-02" target="_self">action-packed few days in
Bengal since polling ended. The usually quiet
interlude between voting and results has been

anything but calm this time.

With clamour over alleged EVM tampering,
repolling in some constituencies, and Mamata
Banerjee’s “do-or-die battle” against alleged
rigging showing no signs of ebbing,
Bhattacharya remained unfazed. “She will not be
able to do anything this time around,” he said
calmly.

Asked whether his confidence stemmed from a
pro-BJP wave or anti-incumbency, the state party
chief called it “an election of rejection.”From
teacher recruitment scams to unemployment, all
factors are contributing to the TMC’s decline,”
he told .in.That calm, however, comes after a year
of navigating a deeply divided organisation.

When Samik Bhattacharya took charge of
the BJP in West Bengal a year ago, he
inherited a house divided -- a party riven
by factionalism and competing power
centres.

Infighting was no secret; a former state
chief, now a candidate, had even told the
author in 2024 of internal efforts to
undercut his prospects in the Lok Sabha
elections.

Yet Bhattacharya’s rise had been anything
but abrupt. A long-time organisational
hand, he climbed silently from the
grassroots, earning a reputation as a measured yet
sharp communicator as the party’s chief
spokesperson.

In the months leading up to his elevation as BJP’s
Bengal chief, the trajectory quickened -- a Rajya
Sabha berth in 2024, charged-up patriotic
speeches in London as part of the Operation
Sindoor delegation in 2025, and a visit to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s residence upon his
return. Weeks later, he was handed the reins of the
state unit ata moment of peak political stakes.

Scepticism followed swiftly. For rivals in the
Trinamool Congress, Bhattacharya’s
appointment was unlikely to resolve the BJP’s
internal divisions.

Analysis: Tamil Nadu Heads For Dravidian
Shakeout After Assembly Poll Verdict

The only word that might connect all these forces competing today but shifting loyalties tomorrow in an uneasy

Tamil Nadu.(Agency)

The entry of a superstar in Tamil Nadu's politics has
led to increased attention to politics in the state.
The fact that an exit poll after the state assembly
elections by a respected opinion poll agency, Axis
My India, led by Pradeep Gupta, has given C.
Joseph Vijay's Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam, a high
chance of storming to power, makes the star-
turned-politician even more of a headline grabber.
The colourful rallies he leads with thronging
crowds and speeches laden with punchlines only
make the visual appeal stronger.However, it is
time to look beyond all that.

As this is being written, we are less than 48 hours
away from the final verdict of the state polls that

coalition is the adjective"Dravidian".

I

|

took place on April 23. What we perhaps missed in
the glamour of Vijay's political rain-making are
the subterranean realities of Tamil Nadu politics
and the likelihood of an overhaul of state politics
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'In Assam to protect our candidates': DK
Shivakumar says BJP poaching Congress camp

Rejecting exit poll predictions of 88 to 100 seats for the NDA, Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister DK

Shivakumar said that Congress will form government in Assam.

GUWAHATI .(Agency)

Ahead of the Assam Assembly election results on
May 4, the Congress has rushed senior leaders to
the state, expressing confidence of victory and
aiming to safeguard its candidates.Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar, former
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and AICC general secretary
Jitendra Singh attended a
meeting of the Congress-
led six-party Opposition
alliance in Guwahati on
Saturday.

Addressing the media, Shivakumar said the
people of Assam had voted for change. “All of us
will be on alert and we will see if we need to
protect our candidates. You know that they try to
do a lot of mischiefs. They have already tried to
approach us. They have a fear of losing this

—— .

Kharge alleged that
sections of the media

have been reduced to

echoing the ruling

establishment, while

In a post on X

those who persist in

asking questions are alleged

" increasingly "weaponised" legal frameworks to
silence newsrooms.Kharge said the nation must
confront a stark and undeniable reality that since

targeted
relentlessly".
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2014, India's

New Delhi.(Agency)

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge on
Sunday criticised the BJP-RSS over press
freedom, alleging that their stance sends a
clear message that independent journalism
will face punishment while conformity is
rewarded.He alleged that sections of the media
have been reduced to echoing the ruling
establishment,
asking questions are "targeted relentlessly".

Kharge said India's position in the World Press
Freedom Index has steadily declined since 2014

Freedom Index has steadily declined, falling to

election, so they are trying to approach our
people,” he said, referring to the ruling BJP.

“If they were so confident, then they would not
have tried to contact any of us. The Congress and
its alliance partners are confident that we will

have a new government in Assam,”
he added, rejecting exit poll
predictions of 88 to 100 seats for the
NDA.Shivakumar said leaders have
issued directions to alliance partners
. for counting day. “We know that the
_ ( ¢+ official machinery will be misused.
A wid  We have guided them what needs to
be done. We will have a legal room
in Delhi and another in Guwahati."

AICC general secretary Jitendra Singh said the
alliance contested the elections as a team and
claimed people sought change from the BJP-led
government. He termed exit polls exaggerated
and said earlier projections in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections had also been inaccurate.

while those who persist in

on World Press Freedom Day,

that the Sangh Parivar has

position in the World Press

157thplace, under the BJP regime.

"A free press, in its truest sense, does not exist to
amplify the government's narrative or conceal its
failures. It exists to question authority, to
scrutinise power, and to hold those in office
accountable," the Congress chief'said on X.

Kharge said the media preserves the democratic
balance between power and the

after the verdict is out - irrespective of who wins.
Here's where [ am tempted to borrow a memorable
expression from former Prime Minister V.P.
Singh, who said at the turn of the 1990s that India
was heading for a "realignment of political
forces." His broad reference was to the rise of the
other backward classes (OBC) in northern India as
a politically aspirational community, parallel to
the emergence of the Hindutva-infused Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) as anational force that led to the
replacement of anti-Congressism with anti-
BJPism.In the context of Tamil Nadu, I am
tempted to call the condition we are heading for a
"Realignment of Dravidian forces" that will see a
Kazhagam (organisation) or Katchi (party).

Congress says Centre rattled after Rahul’s Great Nicobar
visit; calls for Parliament debate on project concerns

New Delhi.(Agency)

On Sunday, the Congress outlined a
range of concerns over the Great
Nicobar project, including its impact
on the environment, tribal rights,
transparency, and security, and insisted
that these issues should be discussed in
Parliament.

The opposition party claimed that the
Modi government is "rattled" and in
damage control mode after Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi's visit to Great Nicobar last
week.In a statement, Congress
general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam Ramesh said,
"The Modi Government, clearly in
damage control mode after the hugely
impactful visit of the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, to Great Nicobar on April 28
2026, issued a press note on the Great
Nicobar Island Development Project
three days later."

This press note does not address any of
the serious concerns that have been
raised on it by local affected
communities, environmentalists,
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anthropologists, academics, civil
society experts and other professionals,
Ramesh said.

"These concerns had already been
conveyed in detail by me to the Union
Minister of Environment, Forests &
Climate Change on September 10,

2024 and in a follow-up on September
27, 2024," the former environment
minister said.During his visit to Great
Nicobar, Gandhi last week alleged that
the Great Nicobar project at Campbell
Bay in Andaman and Nicobar Islands
was "one of the biggest scams and
gravest crimes against the natural and
tribal heritage of the country".

people."Journalists are the custodians of
public truth. As Pandit Nehru had said, 'The
freedom of the Press is not just a slogan but an
essential attribute of the democratic process.'
That essential attribute stands gravely
compromised under the present regime,"
Kharge alleged.

"The Sangh Parivar has increasingly
weaponised legal frameworks to silence
newsrooms. Defamation laws, national
security provisions, and sweeping criminal
statutes are deployed not as instruments of
justice, but as tools of intimidation," he said.

Between 2014 and 2020, over 135 journalists were
arrested, detained, or interrogated, he claimed
and added that between 2014 and 2023, 36
journalists were imprisoned.

The scale of persecution has risen sharply, with
several journalists booked under draconian laws
such as the UAPA, he said.

West Bengal Assembly elections result:

Mamata asks TMC agents to seek
recount if BJP leads by 500-700 votes

West Bengal Chief Minister and All India Trinamool Congress candidate
from Bhabanipur constituency, Mamata Banerjee, on Saturday asked
her party's counting agents to promptly seek a recount in hooths
where the BJP is ahead by a margin of 500 to 700 votes.

=
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West Bengal .(Agency)

West Bengal Chief Minister and All India Trinamool Congress
candidate from Bhabanipur constituency, Mamata Banerjee, on
Saturday asked her party's counting agents to promptly seek a
recount in booths where the BJP is ahead by a margin of 500 to 700
votes.West Bengal CM also advised counting agents to stay
overnight near counting centres on Sunday so that they can reach
early on Monday.She also issued these directions during a virtual
meeting with party leaders and counting agents from all 294
Assembly constituencies ahead of the election results.

During the one-and-a-half-hour meeting, Banejee emphasised the
need for coordination and vigilance, asking party workers to reach
counting centres early and function in a united manner. She also
briefed them on key aspects to be kept in mind during the counting
process.According to Trinamool Congress sources cited by IANS,
Mamata Banerjee particularly stressed close monitoring during
counting.

She added that in booths where the BJP is ahead by margins ranging
from 500-700 votes to even 1,000 votes, a demand for recounting
should be raised immediately.

TMC’s candidate from Bhabanipur assembly constituency expressed
confidence that her party would win more than 200 seats but
cautioned that vigilance must not be relaxed during counting.

She also instructed that no party agent should leave the counting
centre until she addresses the media on May 4.

She further advised that in constituencies where counting centres are
located in rural or remote areas, candidates, their agents, and
counting agents should reach the location on Sunday itself.
Arrangements should be made to stay in nearby hotels or lodges to
avoid delays.

Party sources revealed that several TMC candidates from West
Midnapore and Bankura districts have already arranged
accommodation near the counting centres for Sunday night to
ensure they are fully prepared, as per [ANS report.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla

reconstitutes key Parliamentary
panels; KC Venugopal retains PAC

chair

New Delhi.(Agency)

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Saturday
announced the reconstitution of four key
Parliamentary committees for 202627, with
several senior members retaining their
positions, including Congress MP KC
Venugopal as Chairperson of the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC).

The committees — Public Accounts, Estimates,
Public Undertakings and the Committee on the
Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes — have heen reconstituted for a new
term from May 1, 2026 to April 30, 2027.

From the BJP Faggan Singh Kulaste will
continue as Chairperson of the Committee on
the Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, while Baijayant Jay Panda and Sanjay
Jaiswal have retained leadership of the
Committee on Public Undertakings and
another parliamentary panel.

These committees oversee government
functioning, examine reports, and make policy
recommendations. Chairpersons are elected
from among members through proportional
representation using a single transterable vote.

The Committee on the Welfare of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes has 30 members,
including 20 from the Lok Sabha and 10 from
the Rajya Sabha. The Committee on Public
Undertakings has 22 members, with 15 from
the Lok Sabha and seven from the Rajya
Sabha. The Estimates Committee has 30
members, all from the Lok Sabha. The Public
Accounts Committee includes up to 22
members, with 15 from the Lok Sabha and up
to seven from the Rajya Sabha.

The PAC functions under Rule 308(1) of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
the Lok Sabha and examines whether public
funds are used as approved by Parliament.
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Cardio-metabolic diseases:
A burden that can’t just be
sweated off

Richard Doll was a famous British epidemiologist.
Along with Richard Peto, a brilliant Oxford
statistician, he led a long-term study of thousands
of British doctors to identify factors which
impacted their health. The study, which started in
1951, carefully documented deaths and analysed
them by cause and age. It showed that half of all
regular smokers were killed by their tobacco
habit. Half of those deaths occurred in middle
age. On average, regular smokers lost about 10
years of their life expectancy compared to non-
smokers. Deaths occurred mainly from
cardiovascular disease and a variety of cancers.
Stopping smoking before the age of 30 years
averted a majority of these premature deaths.

This study catalysed public policy interventions for
tobacco control worldwide. The World Health
Organization’s Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control and India’s own tobacco control
legislation emerged in 2003. Craving for
nicotine, which is as addictive as heroin or
cocaine, requires a determined effort for
cessation. Such efforts are countered by the
tobacco industry, which attempts to retain
nicotine addicts in its grasp by luring them with
novel products such as e-cigarettes and nicotine
pouches.Reducing the risk of avoidable mid-life
mortality became a major goal of public health
experts, who directed their attention to
modifiable risk factors like tobacco consumption
(in any form), unhealthy diets, physical
inactivity, uncontrolled hypertension and poorly
managed diabetes. Doll made the case for
impactful public health and clinical interventions
which reduce the risk of premature death by
succinctly stating, “In old age death is inevitable,
but death before old age is not.” He lived to be 92,
proving his point.

Delaying death should not be the only goal of
public health. Death may come late but disease,
damage and disability should not come long
before. It is, therefore, necessary to adopt a life
course approach to promote policies which
prevent acquisition of risk at a young age
(childhood and adolescence), early detection of
risk factors and their effective control in young
and middle-aged adults, coupled with clinical
care of manifest disease to avert fatal outcomes
and reduce disability at all ages.

Cardio-metabolic diseases (CMDs) are presently
the leading cause of death, globally and in India.
They encompass a cluster of diseases
characterised by disordered glucose and lipid
metabolism, resulting in damage to blood vessels
in different parts of the body and multiple organ
dysfunction which can manifest as acute life-
threatening emergencies or chronic prolonged
deterioration of health. Coronary heart disease
(heart attacks) and stroke (paralytic brain attacks)
are the most prominent disorders in this group
along with diabetes. Peripheral vascular disease
(which can lead to gangrene of limbs), fatty-liver
disease and vascular dementia are among others
now featuring in the expanding cluster of
CMDs.For a variety of reasons, Indians are
especially vulnerable to such diseases.
Physiological adaptation to poor intrauterine and
early-childhood malnutrition makes them
vulnerable to ‘rebound adiposity’, as they gain
access to more food in later years. Low skeletal
muscle mass makes them more insulin resistant
and glucose intolerant, leading to many millions
affected by diabetes and pre-diabetes.Fat
accumulation in and around abdominal organs
(visceral adiposity) is especially dangerous, as it
stokes rampant inflammation, scorching blood
vessels and scarring many organs. Lack of
physical activity ensures that the muscles remain
insulin resistant. Smoking too increases insulin
resistance, as do unhealthy fats in the diet.

MERCHANDISE trade between India and New

Trinco story travels a long way

Languishing since 1987, the Trinco Energy Hub will be connected with multi-purpose pipelines and power grids between Sri Lanka and India.

The Gulf War has at least had one positive effect -- the
creation of larger strategic oil reserves. One of the most
significant measures is the Trincomalee (Trinco) Oil
Tank Farms project in Sri Lanka. Languishing since
1987, the development of the Trinco Energy Hub is now
on the anvil, to be connected with multi-purpose
pipelines and power grids between the two countries. In
asmart diplomatic move, New Delhi sent Vice-President
CP Radhakrishnan, who also happens to be Tamilian, to
Sri Lanka recently, in what was the first bilateral visit by
any Vice President to Sri Lanka, raising the protocol
from the customary contact of Foreign Minister
Jaishankar who last visited Colombo in
December 2025.The Radhakrishnan |
call was significant for three reasons: it
focused on transforming Trinco as an
energy hub; it helped revive the “Tamil
question”; and it embedded India’s
strategic stature as first responder in
India’s neighbourhood. Like the |
landslide political victory of the |
Rashtriya Swatantra Party in Nepal, Sri
Lanka’s left-wing National People’s
Power party stormed into power in 2024
decimating traditional parties, including
the once-strong Tamil bloc.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake a
former Marxist from the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) party, which
in the 1980s had opposed the 1987
India-Sri Lanka Accord, has recognised
Delhi’s preeminence in the region and
highlighted its Neighbourhood First
policy by recounting India’s crucial
interventions: the economic crisis in
2022; the financial lifeline that followed
the crisis of debt; and relief during
cyclone Ditwah. Radhakrishnan said
India will stand with Sri Lanka’s * successes and
struggles like an affectionate elder brother”, a term that
rebounded in Nepal. In its election manifesto NPP had
said : Trinco oil tank farms will be renovated with

Harbour and Port as penned by former Sri Lankan The Tamil question over the years has been relegated to

Admiral Ravi Wijegunaratne, who noted that the Dutch,
French and British colonial powers contested
Trincomalee because it was the gateway to the Bay of
Bengal. British admiral Lord Nelson described Trinco as
“the finest and deepest harbour in the world”. In 1935,
the British built 100 oil tanks with impregnable
Manchester steel, with the capacity to hold 1 mn tonnes
of petroleum, long enough for six months of strategic
petroleum reserve.For Sri Lanka, Trincomalee is a
‘national asset’. In the past, several trade unions and
political parties have protested energy cooperation with

India, seeing it as a ceding of sovereignty. That’s why,
despite several agreements and MoUs, none could
fructify. The three decade-long Tamil Eelam war didnt
help.

support of a friendly foreign country.Last month, with In 2003, Indian Oil Corporation signed a 35-year lease to

Radhakrishnan and Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
flanking him, Sri Lanka Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath
called the Trinco project a permanent solution to the
developing energy crisis in the Indian subcontinent,
whilst referring to the ongoing war in the Persian Gulf.
Misri, earlier Deputy High Commissioner in Colombo,
briefed the media in Colombo on several bilateral
matters, including the Trinco Energy Hub.It will be
instructive to recall the strategic importance of Trinco

develop 15 oil tanks, with an annual payment of $
100,000. Sri Lanka Oil Corporation utilises 16 tanks for
fuel storage, offshore bunkering and has rented three to
Prima Flour Mill Singapore for water storage.

‘Tamil aspirations’; this is true even for those in the
political doldrums especially after the political mauling
of the fractured Tamil parties in the Northern Province,
considered a Tamil stronghold for decades. NPP won
three of nine seats in Jaftna districts, topping the vote
share for the first time; remarkably, a non-Tamil national
alliance had won seats in Jaffna. The Tamil National
Alliance, which at one time had 16 seats, is today reduced
to 12 seats. (Back In 1977, Tamil United Liberation Front
was the main opposition party with 18 seats.) Provincial
elections have not been held for seven years but there is
no indication they will be held anytime
soon. While Dissanayake has been
telling Tamils that the new Constitution
will address the “Tamil question”,
Radhakrishnan informed Tamil leaders
that he had discussed the issue with his
Sri Lankan interlocutors.

Certainly, the Tamils have genuine reasons
to be upset with Sinhala majority rulers,
whether they belong to the Left or the
Right. The Tamils point out that the spirit
of the India Sri Lanka accord, which was
a treaty between two countries -- which
guaranteed under a proposed 13th
Amendment equality between Tamil and
Sinhala, opening the door to a federal
model of power sharing and devolution
within a ‘united, undivided and
indivisible Sri Lanka”-- has not been
implemented.

The late Tamil leader, R Sambanthan, had
said: “India has special duty in ensuring
the resolution of the Tamil question”.
But no longer do Indian leaders even
mention the implementation of the 13th
Amendment or talk about reconciliation

that followed military excesses during the Eelam war.

Admittedly, Colombo has built a memorial to uphold the

sacrifices of 1257 Indian Peace Keeping Force soldiers

who facilitated the ultimate defeat of LTTE, back in 1990.

Traditionally, Sri Lankan leaders used to say: “We look to

India for our security and China for economic growth”.
After the 2022 economic meltdown and debt crisis, the
tables have been turned, especially after India provided
the $4 billion financial lifeline.

Radhakrishnan discussed the renovation of oil tanks and Still, the Trinco Energy Hub is breaking news. Colombo’s

laying of a multi purpose oil transfer pipeline between
Karaikal/Chennai to Trincomalee. A solar power project
is also under construction in Sampore in Trinco. The iron
is hot for the Trinco Energy hub to be finally executed.

New Zealand trade deal: Positive way forward, address concerns too

Daily Mirror , a premier newspaper, described it as
follows on April 22: “It is no longer a matter of strategic
vision but how urgently it can be executed”.

The risks of a trade deficit in the face of rising imports call for domestic reforms that incentivise innovation and good practices

Zealand stood ata modest $1.3 billion in 2024-
25. India’s share in the island country’s total
import market of $47.5 billion last year was
just 2 per cent. Billed as historic, the free trade
agreement (FTA) aims for a dramatic, long-
term shift. The push to diversify exports to a
high-income market also opens doors for a
larger Indian footprint in the Asia-Pacific
region. The positives are many. There are
concerns too. The deal, once ratified, will cut
or remove tariffs on 95 per cent of exports to
India. Conversely, since 58 per cent of New
Zealand’s tariff lines are already duty-free, its
offer to fully open up the field for Indian
exporters provides an opportunity, but the
gains could be limited in a competitive
environment. The risks of a trade deficit in the
face of rising imports call for domestic reforms that
incentivise innovation and good practices.Forestry and

horticulture exporters from New Zealand could gain a
foothold in a market that values scale and reliability.

Among fruit growers in Himachal
Pradesh as well as Jammu and Kashmir,
already reeling under extreme weather
patterns, the prospect of cheaper apples or
kiwi fruit on sale poses another challenge.
New Delhi’s quota and time limits may
not be enough to assuage apprehensions.
A focus on improved crop produce,
storage and supply chain strategies is
essential. No sweeping liberalisation for
milk powder or mass dairy exports comes
as a relief, though how it plays out is
uncertain.Access across 118 services
sectors in New Zealand is an encouraging
sign. For Indian students and
professionals, more visa pathways and
post-study work rights are a huge plus.
Even as the possibility of uneven benefits
looms, doubling trade by 2031 could just be the
momentum the partnership needs.

Building resilience against Mythos brahmastra

The marriage of loT and Al is a transition that dwarfs the original Internet’s impact

In the ‘Sauptika Parva’ of the Mahabharata, after the war at
Kurukshetra, Ashvatthama and Arjuna each unleash the
Brahmashirastra, a weapon of such totality that Vyasa
himself must intervene. Arjuna, at Krishna’s counsel,
withdraws his. Ashvatthama cannot, and in bitterness
turns his towards the womb of Uttara. The sequence is
instructive. Certain divyastras were withheld because
their release would unmake the world, and the danger
lay not in the weapon alone but in the asymmetry of
those who held it.In 2019, OpenAl announced that a
large language model it had trained was too dangerous to
release. It was GPT-2. It was released within months.
Seven years on, the same warning has returned, and this
time the warners are harder to dismiss.On April 7,
Anthropic—now valued at roughly $800
billion—declared its latest model, Claude Mythos,
“substantially beyond” anything previously trained.
CEO Dario Amodei decided against a general release.
The UK’s Al Security Institute, the only non-US entity
granted access, confirmed that Mythos completed a 32-
step simulated cyber intrusion no prior model had
accomplished.nthropic claims Mythos has identified
severe ‘zero-day’ security flaws across every major
operating system and web browser, including a flaw that
had evaded detection for 27 years, and others in Unix-
family systems including FreeBSD. CrowdStrike
claimed that Al-enabled cyberattacks were up 89
percent in 2025, and the average time between initial
access and malicious action has fallen to 29 minutes, a
65 percent acceleration over the 2024 average.

That is the controversy, shorn of dramatisation. A private
American firm has built an autonomous agent capable of
chaining multi-step intrusions—privilege escalation,
lateral movement, exfiltration—against the commodity
software stack on which the world’s banks, hospitals,
power grids and payment systems rest. It has then

decided, unilaterally, who may use it to patch
themselves.

Anthropic’s Project Glasswing’s 40-odd early-access
firms include Apple, Microsoft, Google, J P Morgan,
Goldman Sachs, Cisco, CrowdStrike and the Linux
Foundation. Eleven of the named partners are American.
The only non-US door opened has been to the UK. The
European Commission has met Anthropic three times
and not been given the model. Germany’s BSI has
received briefings, not access. Canada’s finance minister
has compared the threat to a closure of the Strait of
Hormuz. The Bank of England’s governor has said
Anthropic may have “cracked the whole cyber-risk
world open”.India has no seat at this table. India’s
scheduled commercial banks, NPCI’s UPI rails, the core
banking stacks of public-sector lenders, GSTN,
DigiLocker, FASTag, state load-despatch centres and
CBDT servers run on precisely the commodity operating
systems and browser runtimes in which Mythos has
identified flaws. It was reported on April 22 that the
Reserve Bank is reduced to consulting the Federal
Reserve and Bank of England about a model it cannot
examine. NPCI is attempting to secure early access and
is being told that the servers are American and that local-
data testing in foreign jurisdictions is not feasible.
Britain’s worst-case bank-hack modelling, published
before Mythos existed, described direct debits failing,
rents and wages unpaid, ATMs frozen, point-of-sale
payments rejected at petrol stations and a run beginning
on rival lenders.The challenges for the Indian
government are of three kinds. First, access. The
proposition that a private corporation may decide who is
permitted to defend themselves is one no sovereign
should accept.Second, regulatory scaffolding. The IT
Act of 2000 was drafted when broadband penetration in
India was below 1 percent. Section 70A of that Act

constitutes the National Critical Information
Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC), but confers
no evaluation power over foreign-trained models. The
DPDP Act 0f 2023 addresses personal data, not frontier-

model dual use. CERT-In’s directions of April 2022
mandate 6-hour incident reporting, but are silent on pre-
incident model evaluation. MeitY’s Al advisories are,
well, advisory.Third, time. Anthropic itself expects
comparable models to proliferate, including to less

safety-conscious open-source labs, within 18
months.What is to be done? Several concrete measures,
each of them overdue. One, statutory evaluation access.
The IT Act should be amended (whether by a new
dedicated provision or by an extension of CERT-In's
powers under Section 70B) to require any frontier-
model developer offering commercial services in India
to submit the model for capability and misuse evaluation
by a designated national evaluator, on the Al Safety
Institute’s template. No evaluation, no licence to
operate. The UK, a jurisdiction of almost 70 million,
secured such access in under two years. India has 1.4
billion, and a payments system processing over 18

billion transactions a month.Two, an Indian Al Safety

Institute, with statutory backing and the technical

apparatus to conduct independent capability, jailbreak

and agentic-behaviour evaluations. Not another
advisory body. An institute with teeth.

Three, live red-team capacity at CERT-In and NCIIPC,
running frontier-model-generated exploits against the
critical information infrastructure sectors already
notified (power, banking, telecom, transport, strategic
public enterprises) rather than producing compliance
checklists.Four, a mandatory Software Bill of
Materials (SBOM) for every critical information
infrastructure operator, on the lines of US Executive
Order 14028 of May 2021, with machine-readable
SBOMs deposited with NCIIPC. Without an SBOM, a
bank hearing that Mythos has found a FreeBSD zero-
day cannot tell whether it runs FreeBSD, and
where.Five, revision of the RBI Cyber Security
Framework for Banks of June 2016. Its 30-day

patching window for critical vulnerabilities is obsolete.

For zero-days of CVSS 9.0 or above (indicating critical

severity of vulnerability, the highest risk level), the

standard should be 72 hours, with direct regulatory
reporting and secondary escalation to CERT-In. The

Securities and Exchange Board’s parallel framework for

market infrastructure institutions requires the same

upgrade.

Six, a diplomatic track. The India-US Initiative on Critical
and Emerging Technology (iCET) already covers Al
cooperation on paper. Frontier-model safety evaluation
access should be folded into its operative agenda, not left
to the next ministerial communiqué. A parallel
mechanism with the UK, given its privileged access, is
more urgent. This is a bilateral question ex ante, not a
multilateral aspiration ex post.Seven, liability. Section
43AoftheIT Act,

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.




The Researchers’

Business

RANCHI | 04 May 2026 5

HIST3L SISt

ot

feet andrG a1 srsd
T FHax 9Nl

M AER o, foe 31 araTe B TEA |
Pl DI DA UNTl , BAR TSl & T8 |
JART STl dlesd ,ToR 89 OR foeq |
ged 7 Ae]l A S fodt @i B T |
Pl ANl T, I GaT B! RagAd Y |
MR T8 I T M WA I B TEA |
TR golell ATar el Srel ddd W |
fgera 1 Rat AT, R 9@ a_AQ &1 A |
W@l & 48 g, fadad @ 9eR |
dEd Sed 7 Rl a9 319 aIlie 8 TEa |
fagar a9 A U6 Bl 3T 99 |
el T TR @R 319 ©RE & T3 |
SIgH Yolel a1 &8H dleR & gotell |
R3] T Pal 8FR1, S A AT 8 T8 |

foro oaa IGT: o T D
I SOl A&t

o, afSTa: WG M 78 2026-94 7R Uit
Wﬂ’dﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁzrﬁm@@a FIfexa az seta
Al SRS ) G 60,000 A4S A T |
mamwmmmﬂmamma
WIS B, goId AT a2 i QuRest
R S ol Hafac §2ars o
JAEIS FAAACH AT I WO Fely A2
AR S, NE 92 =2 I SR = I4e

A TTOT A TS =& I G0l A3
I, W Y A Sl wiedl, Giag 8

0l e

ﬁwﬁlﬁ?ﬁaww
(JuFmE) & wee T
RS RO e A
e & & fau Semed
TR BN S G
afenE &1 Th e
ST foreml 39 TWe @
I Al AT hT HH T
3R Awel % foed § oSt
NEIRIESREIGRER ATl
T sarn f o e fasm
(SUFETH ) 7 T& & o e
b I o B (o B 0
ROl (SISREEY) &
sremell 3R WU
el (SeEl) %

I faee SR EweH
(STEMETRAT) 7 oo 634
T fad A1 39 3TaER
IEIETHRS A Faga
FHH=RE 3R 29 Heum H 25
i HeT T B A =R
Y= ol TR R anforsy
TS SN HAS 3 S Tk S
o a1 foh 39 FRIhA 1 0 T
HYT SMEMETHS & T8
JeETEE T =g o, ST e
feaumenl & U SwEERdl
ST, g R fefoieet gm
I SIE ST €1 39 e W
HET Ao 7R S HoA
T T U W SR Th
Y & WM Y 39 R |
T 4 & ha T T uRd
% T R 3R Yo

o D! e Tolol I SI3MEUCT fezrel,
ﬁlamﬂaslrazﬁrﬁzhﬁaa@ﬁatmm

JuFT Wied T APRS] 4 AT A ol died U SR T St swrignerat
FEKA F AEEH HOGHAT W SR | WA o Fa

gfawfiEl =l Geiferd fe,

aﬁ?wﬁnfwﬁzﬁwméﬁ dlirede eict Bl RER B erfiger gom, 1 e 14 A

9 9 ¥ vgen e e B
i i TR TR Tt
TEUETY o FER, el |
YHEAIR G2 R feord sfrmst
ReETt =1 '@ fFam o -
IEEFE HIET W AT
i il e w3
Fel fh 14 WA 1S 39 HiGT
1 R & o1 STk IR i
% Sl 3 el i AT
FH F T WA e &l
32 Te ot Siet o 399 =R
3R it SMYf T 31k T
, @ W I ST ST HR 3R
9 e & S SRR
i Taed  EEeR foefaa 2t T e

F 3N % Mo R YR el SR EE H 25 o o UH EHE W SeRl T § S
F oferhl B Gge B H M H o [ A W T B[R I o fEid & g
AT ANEH g H W S H S ke Sienfedeh AT Tl @ 8, it

gidlol & §¢ 8ldl O &g MU W ol Fer dol
3cTcel dicl, Tad ol dedl del foraid e

ofee da @t usett ffdrea
wilcpe-tbied e @t B3N

T
T2 fooot ofm o 3
T 3T Teel fefted deRR-
Ffed vy G| o % W wE
T THET IS T

[ el & SIRT SE TR 3R

ek ST < | T ok
T F H waE R A wmEn
gia dfkT & U R @
Rt R 2! e & T wem

% HH S e, Se
[ T GRan o sremyfs A g

Yerali & ®WreEd 9 TR W
&R I S R SR fem mn

[ %1 & sk TreeR el gefen!

7 o fedifore @i o st

T AR @ R AT G

fefsed iR sifdmee wie
foem @1 fen mn % @

TR, Her siee Tiee @ik
Yoot HfFR dfee S gl
ittt € Ftee! @ o6 76 §
& Tew 2477 T Wi T
A o TR €| S S
350 W AR A R |
aaﬂgqaaﬁ%mmw

TS T
TRe ot HSE @I ufere S 3
T IR R o, 3Tl i o
Jeiifeer T iRt & T SR

% e w1 SYE W,
wmmmsﬁﬁaﬁw
& U B 8 SR SEReE
sififehem ol BE-dge TR
foeen & Ty, 37en SHmd =
aﬁzaﬂaﬁ@rw@
g ok ST % wfes §
#HeH T | <97 H sieh TRt o AT

Hiein SRl T T TEeh! i S G IR ST AT o W@ €, TR Hg 3iR
st ffam e & T e o - 9 Wed W sue A S 2l
sfeeet 33dicee 31 Biel ¢S ol mﬁmaﬁmaﬂﬁmﬁsm%ﬂmaﬁm
. W I AR iR e & A
31961l 634l IR [Ga3T Holll mml e 3 %magxg%aaamaa amﬁ%?ﬁgmzmg

g AT TS < &l R TG A R ERGEIETS]
ggrﬁ“ . %maﬁa@%ﬁmg mgﬁqﬂqﬁmw’i IR %5 SR 31 P AR Y ST T gL SRR ¥ e o, R oS § e e
TR % T O W Hel, Ao oIuR Y, SEeH ONH smemmed 3 s B g&mwﬁg%omﬁ S R SR A F S 3 A A | 7 A

g TRE a o 3 %9
SRR o TaTel | TR B

& fooen qafee smfem =it
TG RS W H HAT
4.8 3RS TR AT T 456
3RE T (FAS 45,600 FIS
T ) & qe T Hl JHEH
g B urEe @ Rad &
Hfoleh I STeheT STHREH &
T (Y2 81 T8 S
i, 58 s § ufemn &
qm@r@rﬁnaﬁn% 2011 |

atﬁuamaaﬂslﬂaﬁimﬁmﬁ
7uﬁaﬁa@aﬁ4,73,97o S0I5

i T 2,11,158 THE & TE, SN Th
“‘“‘z‘-m“g A S O, A A éméaﬁahﬁwﬁﬁmzé@ W () 3 A ol wRiRE oR bR o ok o Reeh tn e A T 1,69,741 T T 4l
P\l 3 T2 OISt WA A A 221 2y qg‘ﬁw'rlwfsmmfr ST E A H ol otk ol © oA O B ok & W@ Sl WeRe A g a9 Wete F % el Tollagh
W S 8§ VIR I AYALS Gl I SBH AT | ey v ey o o 2 3 ol el b ohed Fe A ) HOOT A, B GG oRe <widl 31 9 % TH oW R w6 A A W o @ R 7 36 vl @
P A | APESId AR Hfies Set, ot 8 ﬁéﬁmaﬁ%ﬂg;ﬁ - aﬁaﬁaﬁﬁzig%qﬁﬂa ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁgzgﬂ
ofaer Z0a Jio T AR 3 | [ gt 4,73,970 , STelh , STeIfh T8
i DMEW ! Tifean fady o samn @ fireset ol S°ff R % 4,43,716 27,684 THE W |
SREMFRTF AR S0 A B 2 . .
1 37U T S0 A Fed ad THE & ol H T T T 39 IR dH-ufe St
TSI ST fare D3 2 Tl | % e a1 st 7 3 o i Qe AT S R W R 37 B e
o, W o[GH2AY-I4 W I HfbFo, A9 Ha@ | 1.88 @ e v A e [ BE TIE SRl 4,55,333 18,637 SHE W, S frey o
T AT IS G1de 24T %wﬁmgﬁ%m e @, S agagﬁzozs H ?;ﬁ;ﬁ 13,566 THE W
W @ ¢ A Hichferr B0Ml, 4,30,150 T [ [ SR for 30T e
A qﬁzﬁms;mfaa;(g(ﬂa\ AL g H SARE-RE g5 % FF, R oK § A ST FRER 3 el
Jsmedr | TORR 0| oy ot o Wk B A F O oG HE W@ER 1,20,008 THE W E,
SRR, I3 AR TTCTY SO AT | aroifess wohe iR HgeR SEH 3,48,545 THE @, ST o 2025 F 1,16,700
S SR, T bl I3fFa 9 BE =vaia m(q@)ﬁwﬁ% wieifeh et o 7 3,23,647 ?ﬁma;%@wﬁag
RBRE| BT SF T, “ a3 A =rgw- SETE, 7T TR e T ol F Qe aett il et
mﬂwﬁﬁaﬁﬁm&m%& fer g 3 7 % s ST W % mER wd P w8 FE A
R ,"IZIEI oo L B % e ot e A S ) e H Hiewntha fow  dftgw wR W oSufefd ©
Jar a4z AAmmcd FILS AAAE T | o 21 woer M@ NE S 35.06 T S 9 3 gl 0 et PR AW % 2 PR aRe WR B WeRR 2,00,030 THE W, S for e ud, e, T
ST RIS A A Fd Fa SRS 39 Telfs, s Saed A W, S Wed @ 770 UHE % U U TSl g HAl Scled g gell gW fee o st swfy A RN, YRAE ST,
oA, T ARG S A TS SIS #Alofad, | Foft # e o oo =6t & fafeem ot of fem =6 #1 ST R AR T FE R A AHEG FOBRO =T 2,20,347 E W@ o0 T, R T el
U b= 5972 St SR s AR T B ARSI % RO et wHE, W ome g see Ao OO ae @ o9 3 8 R o 24 HESG TR & IS 2
fera wmerer A & 851 3 100 BIIEl  TeeR o At Jie B IS B T e
@ foT0 dic Te 5
UWIIENE &) fven 3iféRIfaa f3wet aracte fopen foregaa e Ean g,
‘ o7 G¢ Yot

TS % fou o8 G 20 e & 3R Sl Wfga foreiferl § (ToRmEE) W fow 3 g 20 TS freem (291) % &9 H o1 Y & @ 9| e ]

T fowelt| fom w7 whisfrge & gafss weifad @R % d@d 100 HEQ TR TE B SeeEa s A8 feoelll e TR A e S o S FRYE % AR W S 3 e favm (e, T ‘
Tarfer A % ded S 4 — fF oo ¥ faEsR 2025 ¥ i S (SMETE) o fet Mo e R Ufeea iR At ) o fome 8 feeelt| ot aien g
100 W worr fe o w A T (A ) S e o e o A s W@ﬁq%%éﬁ'w#ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁﬁ % ol TR & o o T
(TRERTE) G0y F EAEA) FEEH-2025 S adAA 5 TR &L G U H SR o, ; gy 0 FR A s fore
fear &, 1 freet 74 BE # 1 TG R ol o FRIF o1 OO @ @ 8 FihE T FIE o AT Fo 2o $eM
e B et e &1 for 70 S & § UwSeE v fem (Seididh) i el @ SR w (W) & 5 wad
T F AR 2 T 2026 F AR T F 74 TN Y SRR H 78 T & T B SRR § Fa I el €1 Fefeh, ey fomrt
P T WA & ded S SEER A WM % qed T FR e # Frf S (T 3 i T o feTq e, et & B
&7 7 100 I TR 100 RIS T T TC FF S P AR Rorel 3o 37 Fedh o Forger e ST Tl o T 81 &
SRR W A E S ol &1 g 3 WL Fe 3 e 3 4 ¥ W # SR W R e A T 8 HEShE A H A
femt 74 @ F G A % o 7 fOORE I 9 TN & 5 AfEd S F1 ST % fe TR & 7 feraom st o SFEER & feect
TR w &1 T frem TR ol 36 SIE WOER! 2026 W A9 WA % o0 PR G TN 81 ST o TR 0 & AT IR e PRve agerey  H COIUE AN 76.55 IeR o
e S T (s ) , ' ¥ T e e HAeE % T T HEH # A A 3 W, 2026 § o on, v G A S F AW R A gt g1 PRt A 5.33 P st
T ) fEEE-2025 ' TEd SN 3R SfidReh SR Y & AR SR TR O A W, S T Ue S % r Aol o § e A aw e 1,511.86 SeR A Frciiiet @
¥ T A ¢, fwew v Rt g v (ﬁ'{ﬂiﬂT qﬁaﬁﬁ%&ﬁﬁémaﬁa@qﬁf T o Y S AT 100 2 AR S T UG W A T Vo BT OF, ST 1 TR ST B o AN e, g ¢l A S ¥ ' g o
et oh, T oiR e foem) (fedr wiem) frm- o6 o, T AT M IO URSeTE F1 Sfmfad e RRT He TSt 1 T 8 T S ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁaﬂz@té@uﬁaﬁm@@sﬁ S 1§ S Sl H il

IS AT 81 EeAifeh TereTeet

ﬂ?ﬁwﬁl U foret o T RS
IRAT deT SeR % fau s
ISR T g8 &1 et W #
T H g e i w3
YMER YA F g R % AU
FHifar Tonfrd fh €1 ww iR Al
G A e forht W oIS ogd S
g R g O @ e A
TSR & T Tea SHId §T TTeehi hl
& 7o SR wien 71 7% feufd
Wéﬁ%%%mga@:ﬁﬁm
AR o g B

n;grqaaﬁﬁwéﬁﬁ B
AL T ST AREH

® @ =

2026 % STIER S HAE HOA WA Sted s

3e # AN o 33 Ufier gis P I TolRI RPIS, 53 Pl 39 oS! of Skl AR SaIGl Tl

foram o Y el fedeR 2020 © SRS H wEel %W R Rl

TR Gl 7 3T 2026 § e
2,39,646 Al i foRRt &St &I, S
fomet o ot # & 1,79,791 Sl
i fom & 33.29 v
st §1 I8 FO F e § T
ool YRS H & T A S @ R
W SR H off O A @ e
S ST 1,91,122 S a1 foht a1,
ek et o = efisher 1,42,053
oIl FE F IHER W gfg ¥ B
T Hewqu g @ g A
U Y T8 W ST @ o7 R B et
1 AT U T &, Ao 37T 3T
I 30 UROT I QU WE ST {2
o9 w9 & B A0l & oAl H 153
T T S

ferere sl sfed 7 Tfera o fn & R
9 o 3 WA 3 o T o g B

fafir=r Siforat o wafera vee

DA gt & oA § e #
ST 3BT < S e 3 e
patz B T e e B
STt e forht H ASTeeht 3T | 3wt
Al T G F oft 3 Ifg o
T, S 7% Tt & R uReRt & @
Y =S A bt AT AR o5 @
1 Bk afurfses et i fomnt feer
W@, S faid o & & off w3
Iyl femE el fiset o &t
T # SeIed ed S |

%S5 o WolEd VG, Uk
I S N

ME T Ho TS TETH

T 3R g WX w4 o
3T 2026 H AR T A g
51,902 3EA! 1 B fonl <=t 0, ST
firct o o TR 17 v A
1 35 e U T 13,708 S
1 foarfa forn, e T T A € R
ST TR W +ff 9! AT 5§
1 39 HEH T e < g
I ME W W, e 12,420
T I Rl gE1 UE T T I
THH GON o A 3fiwel 8l
o9 G AFhI ok FRU TE ML
e i Tecl TS S S T B
® ® ® @

TEaR ga iR ofEr gt ot §
suaﬁaﬁw&wﬁ@am‘é%l
A AR T ST I A
TTeehi i e
F 39 A & U ST
T 3R STERH HiS! H 3TeH R
W € = Wied A SR H
SN @ 3R TR T e
e fRUl 219 e Shad Fimd |
& oI T < T, e GRal, glaen
3R 3Rt Y Wt sER & 2
T ¥ 78 e & 6 sy aei
Y o Miea st | osh © o7 W |
ST 0 T iR T <
FClfh SR A A s

THREF Hhd ot 8, AR BB
A o T ¥ ofvem i &
TR T & FHROT U A biHal §
T H HiT W SR TS Fehl €1 3h
SIS FHAFET TR T Hed 3R
Ve G AT Aeehi Sl SR
T T e H o g 2

F R e 2026 W
T ARAT ST S % R S
% T & TG HUCE % T
whﬁwaﬁmﬁm%%aﬁaﬁ
T H off TR F ST S 3 Tt
%maﬂwﬁm@ﬁﬁ

|

T R b 5T A E
3o U H 25 FEE F Ifg W
™ 1,04,927.18 ¥TW@ Ufd
fepeiiciiex R feam e ol SIFem &
Pl ¢ 1o o e et Wi it
FiTdi H TR TR o g H
&, ifeh TreiTeR &1 1 ot T 1
form wufm om Afew ot
Fit # 39 I G a0 o
Teehl T Il W 81 T & | §
I 1 Y form o fopran s
Y §1 E, Wl o w
e frele T8 s ufem
R HFe & HRO e el
i ¥ T I T S § TR
3R T I FatE 3 S @
I 3 g Pl TG, A § AT
T 1 i o &1 @ o
aER fooet fomma st
waﬁmé&qﬁqﬁml

B TEEE T S N I ® @ L



The Researchers’

ORI 1 3 AU A B I8 1A BHeN
TG &1 YA & fofl B W a1l B TR &H
1 95l SR~ & TTfeh 3 g1l 8 Uel a1 33 |
3R fep it RUT Rl # TeTdws i 31 i S v
TR IR ABI eI 781 81 cb IS g MU 3101
STE §+11 <1 A | oifcp1 3 foft o aTell T Wik
T I 4 gl oT¥] & cilich WIR 3 ¥oil B 3@l

gforndiféedd
fdeT e &l

R REEEE
dal | fdearar
IS ofl 8 e el

HERIGGIGE]
foTu 2r&3id gl

31e7d1 aetch i Sloll
aifet e are at

cledt al 2 fioe
feedcret |

HoTgS! 311 L% &I SN | PRI B TH- IR B

TR g R foraTit ol SRevd g ST | 5
Ueh G I ST STl & 916 Ui STRIST ,
RN TR TR A R ETH | IR EG e e e e o e
O 5 ST 2 3T I e S AR F o TCT W TR 3 ol ST IO P o I Wi paR
N1 1390 3110 I8 B 3R 310 ded Rz ot %ﬂwgﬁw%ﬁ%ﬁiﬁaﬂm@?ﬁﬁmm

i ' R ToiRIa &1 A U1 R o ff Ul aretell @ s 3
a@qjaﬂalmétmma}mﬁwﬁmm T Sl bl
RN 4 & Ugaq Uh-GEN Bl add
Rl 1 3R 9T b felt oo a1l ol AT gl w—@%mawﬁmmmm;%ag@
SRNI R |5 QR S TRE DI B T 3MUBI UgdM ST Pl fHelell 8 | S R SATGT S D

T 133 91d D1 &I I fob el U al =l e 31y
SRLI | WA ST R & | I8 9&l1d 3106 fofd

WD Bl Ahdl 2 |

dl 31941

-

afbIT IS
BT TS BT SEIHIS W1 T B 3Tl
IR DI G B ¥ i fpan ST @ 1
I 916 B & ford 91 TS DI Ui 3
THCTTB ¥ait a1 ol FefrrH Bus ol
TR B B | W P A 5IB
%WW@WWWW

|

Rt

BT B 37 I 1B B P fore b &

JTAT Y | 2791 b it 1 A &
fufRe PIud WD daad s |
3NMAIIHAI U8+ IR DI TR 390 W Y
3R 916 BUS I AH B |

aft fRed o WeeR UeT B Jabdl 2 I@ﬁm§
D] P DRUT MR TR P 1Y RIGHM 2 I U -
IR B I SO S | Bal - bal 3D R A

2l A 181 B¢ T8 ahl- &)

OIE 3 i

DI I A1H B & feTT 3RGIR B Ths
! gfcT g1 U H ST T o |
376 3P Eedb 811 3 Y9 W YA | 310
IR AW fR W s dda @ 139
31 I DR oM 4 B 37 4 A1h
BT |

o, TR UE 3R W B 3TER deH A R IR
gara & eI Us Sid & | forad R iR &nfiai 3iR
TEX X TP DI USH Bl 3 &l & |39 fe1g
A1 e v e 06 00 R o] RIS 6 G ST R e

TP A & 31! Rp DI BB |
Ui ¥ ol P Bl oTcll & 39 1e1g
e 3 Ugel W1 1 Y S B el 9

IR B AT BY | HATST SHIT B
B A BY 13 a1 § TH SRR &l

3R 1 IR U GRT- &ed I gX 31 S71a |
- Qe AT S U 1 Hd B31 98 ol

“ 21T ReT IR Aed O 3B R

T AP TR G181 I I §ole 1Rl

e 31 719 hId ol 97T et 3N 361 Ue SIa1- e US Gl 31Ta eaTell & | SeTo) el
TP 9gd & gjfocel aldl & | s dIe &lal $6Td [9e) 81d & fop &b, Y & &b

Pecl oft S T

JHbh

THG WM &b TG B g b A ST TR
I 10 TS PR P brH Ui 33 |
DI SEIHIC B T & M Pl
NI 3 A1 o ST adar e 1796 3
9791 1 P & fod 9B U
STCTD Tt &Y | 997 19T T Y,
TSN a9 T | $9h 3{elTdl, BUS IR
oI Plcelge & aN 3iife DI geM H ot
UG B YA {1 ST e |

GREEIE]

I P TGN ATH B BT Fe 3R
3R I ST & erd <rST 13T
SEIHTCT DA b foTl Feld IS D1 U
e H R of | BT W STeT Tief fowd ag
AW PN 3R G Bicd & PUS A TS
o 139 RE A b I1b B A IHD

3_3111

S UMt

AW US I PIR B B felu cal
U 1T BT R - &R R R b |
37T STD] T4 BUS B TR 4 IR

NI BT |

31eTe GTe! il | 561 tiafl &) thid &1t theel Ue e Yiem e
71 81 3Tl & | 31 ool o 9gd &l Jfoild &l cfardl & | 0 9t fRas et cearal, fdrar
¢ac 3N Frereet & 219} B gdid clterel o foro e aY ugh

Taha & | 31191 &1 MU faree qeftfoier uisacs 3ie el SedaTe & i
&It theal Pl deicl galudl | SE Uh aTe fibe & et 36l |

iol &1 3ueiiar e

1B BN | T B A PO &l FHI H G
fe S |

3fcpIgel

97191 P R 3R Sl SR DI R B P
feTT 3cpTEet Pl ST B |UD BUS
TR 3PS SICTHY BId AH Y | PBEI
THICT 9 ST gHTR g1 oTg |
EICGIES:|

T B A IR A TR B 71g o
A1 T 511 Fepell 3 | HIg b ¥ H s
AU STeTdR e &Y 1314 Tb
BUSI ol |39 916 39 BUS Gk -
MDA B |

a ﬁo ﬁ ﬁo ao
ORI o 18 HEHM & 31 Y el SreT e 2t 2, 399
of} SITG1 39 91 o flbeh el & feb 37 dTetl qedl acal &l 139
1oTQ #i 1 T Tl IQT STl & Fifeh 341 3 ded &l GR1 Uigu]
THCT 2 | 3R i 4 &1 UIyeb cicdil Dl Bl B dll Widw H 51
3R Tod W HI TS | BT, 3R, faetid, Wi uard,
ISR, UICTRIIH 311 | “RUT 3ERI &1 Aa- T4aw1 H 9gd
SN S 1391 9 g T 9TRTN D 3R W bR 8 3iR
IR 3 1 35T qaTd TR | IRR H 9 FH B4 Bl
URAH B 3 Fi BT 43 gt WHIideD & 1399 39 ggd Ul
QRN I ORI TSI 2 |03 H 031 o I U
B O (o0 BB dTall BT WY TWATET X gl TN & |

BIAA AN 1399 el T8 Bl Teto ot e 2t 3R
ST S o727 off TR &1 S |

BUS U ersferdn
nuﬁw%wmmggw@ﬂmﬂﬂmﬁ%ﬁ

IR | T fgett ot

SR ¥eTSer i MU Gt Bl edd B I BMH BT ® |5
JHY CTSC PUS U1 X el Y ISAN A DI WA

PR T&1 95 SRexI Il 3 |

TTEfere il 9 UM ¥ 3IRMRRIG Bl & |
31 1 BUS 3H A HA DI G 3 & |

Teliet a1 iR i fiic 313 ftbe a8d 3RS o & |

A &b W &1

GRS

JIqferd 3R W1 33 9 95 HEedyui 21 8 | W, Afeota,
Y, U 3MS R - R GHI 95 oRox] & 1T §R GH Bl
ol 2- 3§ H P61 B WHI MRy |
R1CT, S8, A1ae, A1 SIS ! 37U+ ST3C Bl X 4 |
S dloil 4 3! GIEH FHeTd 8 159 oA GIcHH &1 da-
TEASTEIBIAIE |
38, TR, 31, BTS BI 1 38R ¥ iHT DY 158 A TeToil
2 I BIcl, ST, 578, T1aH, W g8 3R AT U-R &1
SECIRE e
el Bl 5[ Ui A 1Y - 1Y el 1B WM 3 5G]
BRIG] AT 8 | I8 YRR ¥ Hoil Bl &R 1Y 38

RANCHI | 04 May 2026

6

139 A13W &1 &1 dfcd aichTI TH=A
@1 I ford & W e RYe 2iell
2 139 A Rl W o A e
T o g H AR BXell & ifepH

39 q1dole Hl P IR 32 B
B FHI BB UM BT AT
BRI TS B, foTIh PRUT B Y
RIERNHIEEEROSER
TICI 9l & §R | 8 3IRd &I udl
BIF1 AT, e al 310 B B
3R Y 3T §1 9 | 3761 8H
3MUh! O &1 P fet g ST 5
2, ool Tieg 3 31U 31U B P
KIERY K R e R G A B
IIMGR fepa fgaRT 3 g
3TRI B D -1 W Bl
TG Y §¢ ST |
feomfem
TG T eHIeR fem & forw
T8l 3= 5- 10 e ad Ut
T 37e] | 3R S0 foeld
3T A feiepet ST |
QIIS1 Bl Ple 3R &g Pl
B ATRAI 10 e ®
fa U 9 RS IR e
3R o & faetdh +ft 3R
A IR AN |
T A A SIS Bl Ble-
JUBel 16¢ &b ot T B ¥@
< 1399 I8 JITe 31 576 3R
31U SR 3R A Pl FbI |
WEA B W u AT
T4 | T T8 U BT g
A 2 3R BU T U 8IS

T4 DIS I8P AT TS| TU--U
ReleM ¥ U 2 o1 a8 &< 9o Ub-
A T B Bl T8I e I&d
18X gad AT b SIRT UB-gqaR
S B I & elfepd ¢RI |
D! DI 31 TS B A 3BT
T g3 Reaige i Aapdi 2 aiifed
BIS W TASPI IRo3MTd T 31U ISH
T fpdt TGRS US
T EREME EREL]
ST AT T PR ASPI Bl
RIS B 1Y, T1fep cTgabl bl
o<t AT T TR T o | S IR T
BT e o T Saad s ! Bl A
I T & A1 iR g avep AT o
H eI 3d B, Sl TSI Bl fdegpel
UG el 31T 8 3R 3! e
TIAI-IAAICE ST | 3FR 3T+
A FI- T Rearg R & dl
ASD! P 1Y AAST R T B
HI DB el TR oRo¥ FH I |
31fee TR B
Ugell ¢ & d18 ASh! &b F1Y graid
TSI 37 T1 & Tfep ST Helerd
Y 71 65 3P TR-IR TR BB
TN B B | 3D TS B 4 ot

d g, T Tsi dice
TR IS 8 139D! GT
31U HYRGH &l 1Tel BUS A
AH PN |
MR MU TR gAIIEI 2 ol
3IGH ATET-A1 3IA TS |
%@agaﬁﬂaswarﬁuaﬁ
[
B Ul R &
FIdet A1 RN ¥ S1ef 1 3R
RS TA W IS AN YE B
3R PR AU H fad @1
ST a1 femadi 2 |
3R 30 SR T g At
CIRIERERIEE GRS
T2 ST 3 Ugel 3 aRE
e of 139 WM Bl Wie d¢
ST | 9 3reTTd] st
3T & 916 39 UM Bl
SIS g9 39T Y 1399
1T I TG QT 81 ST |
TTqeT UM 3 Ugel 399 3t
R IGIERREICRE]
HIS[e YT fHiTet STem 3R
TTqcT U o §1G faufadt &
BT 1S9 37eTTdT ATae i
TR I 9T g0 | Ugel
G-I UM ST S ISR g8
i+ & el IR a1 fegepam |
el Bl BIc- P 16 3Gb IUR
375! TRE 9 g fsg
o H R B 13T BT
X1 e Aol 3891 3R g1 31
At 3GR7q Tel 81T |

TS RIS Y1 &1 el & 3R M
R M g IBdI |

IR TN B d1G

T RIS T2 & AN D18 W Teredt
B UBel o IR oReX 9 |
3P 3CNdT 3R AU fgb W dd &
A IRTE G & 918 Al Pl
YT T BN RANeh 5 P P a8
DS Y 370 HIa130 R Prg el
W U1 3R BIS A PIS Telcl] PR
eIz |

B aF W B IS
B & fp RATTZA G AT 2 |
TR 3 R $T Pl &1 T
AR o g fpamIaaw®R |
2fcTT 98RBT o STa M R ¢
B fpdt ! Pl AT T B |
TIfeh 39 T 3NMUDI WG T8l Ul
e [P MR |
Y51 H HaTeT- o1aTd B P
Ugcll S¢ & 1Y 3R ASHI &b 1Y
R R AT B AR 2 A IID
;ll%?l culqggqlm T aﬁggﬁgp LR
KR | @
m&ﬁaﬁ%ﬂ

RedI e A g i ge Fadiz |
SfTY AT B Ul 591 A1 Bl

ORI G | )
WAARTT DB
& &y TS R TS -

wmmaﬁwﬁaﬁmﬁ?ﬁw
TSP Bl B AAT A DY IS

Owned by PACE (Peoples Assocaition for Charity & Edification), Printed & Published by Ashis Kumar Sinha, on behalf of PACE, Printed at DB Corp. Ltd., Near Forest Range Office, Lalgutuba, Ranchi, Jharkhand-835303. Published at Ranchi, 23 - East Jail Road, Lalpur, Ranchi,
Jharkhand. Pin 834001. Editor: Ashis Kumar Sinha. Roving Editor : Jai Sinha. Consulting Editor: Deepak Kumar *Editor as per provision of Section 7 of PRB Act.  RANCHI:- RNI - JHAMUL/2016/75465 1 email: mail4daily@gmail.com I Call: 9234942222 / 9334220098 1
All disputes will be subject to Ranchi Court I web: www.theresearchers.us ; epaper: www.epaper.theresearchers.asia I

® o B T S S I I e @ =

® &



TheResearchers’

NEWS BOX

The Vibhuti Effect: Why do

India's chess prodigies
swear by the sacred ash?

New Delhi. (Agency)

The silence in an elite chess hall is thick,
almost tactile. Under the clinical hum of
the air conditioning and the unforgiving
glare of broadcast lights, the world's finest
minds sit frozen in a state of hyper-focus.
Their eyes dart across sixty-four squares
of impending mayhem, calculating
permutations that would leave even the
most sophisticated computer grinding for
time. Yet, amidst this landscape of cold
logic and high-tech tension, a small,
organic detail has begun to pull the gaze of
the curious spectator: a smudge of white
ash on the brow of a Grandmaster.

Whether it is a single, contemplative stroke
or the traditional marking of the forehead,
the presence of vibhuti is a subtle visual
that has largely escaped deeper
exploration. From the historic rise of
Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa and D
Gukesh to the steady brilliance of R
Vaishali, a generation of Indian prodigies,
predominantly from the country's
southern heartlands, is conquering the
world while wearing their culture with an
unselfconscious pride.

This is a sight that travels. When Bodhana
Sivanandan, a British-Indian prodigy of
just 11 years old, appeared at a tournament
in North London bearing the mark, it
served as a quiet reminder of how deeply
ingrained this practice is— a visual bridge
between the ancient traditions of an Indian
household and the sharp, secular world of
international chess.

EGO’S END GAME

For the players themselves, the practice is
less about outward display and more about
an internal grounding. In the stratospheric
world of elite chess, where a single
blunder can ruin months of preparation
and shatter a carefully constructed
reputation, the ego is a dangerous
passenger.

Praggnanandhaa, who has become the face
of a new generation of Indian chess —
calm, collected, almost preternatural in his
composure — once explained the
philosophy plainly to podcaster Raj
Shamani: "This is basically the ash. We
come from ash and go back to it. So, this is
basically [to remind us] that whatever we
do is not something to be arrogant about.
It's something that I have been doing from
ayoung age, and I have been doing it ever
since."

Max Verstappen sees light

at the end of tunnel

Miami. (Agency)

Four-time world champion Max Verstappen
said he could "see light at the end of the
tunnel” after claiming an impressive
second place in Saturday's qualifying for
Sunday's Miami Grand Prix.The 28-year-
old Dutchman, frustrated by progress at
Red Bull and the driving experience of
racing in the new hybrid era of F1 cars,
said his team's upgrades had made his car
far more comfortable and pleasing to
drive.

"For sure, the car has not been great in the
previous races," said Verstappen, whose
previous best grid position this year was
eighth.

On Sunday, he will start alongside
championship-leading Italian teenager
Kimi Antonelli of Mercedes, who claimed
his third consecutive pole on Saturday.

"From my side, I never felt comfortable with
the layout of the car," said Verstappen. "I
think over these last few weeks the team
has been pushing flat-out to try and bring
upgrades to the car and make me feel more
comfortable with a lot of things and it
really paid off.

"[ feel more in control of the car again and
then I can push a bit more. The upgrades
are working and to be on the front row is
way better than I expected heading into
this weekend."Now, let's start with a good
start. I've not had a lot of them this year.
We'll try to have a look at that, for sure, and
see what the weather will do tomorrow,
but I'm already very happy with where we
are."From here there's like light at the end
of the tunnel, and we can just push on and
try to close the gap further."

Red Bull, in common with most leading
teams, made use of Fl's enforced five-
week hiatus due to the conflict in the
Middle East to deliver major upgrade
packages for their cars.

While Verstappen purred with satisfaction,
his friend and rival -- defending world
champion Lando Norris of McLaren, who
won Saturday morning’s sprint race in
convincing style from pole -- was
unhappy at qualifying only fourth.

"I think we did a good job but I think the
others just did a really bad job yesterday
and did what they should have done
today... so  have no complaints.

"It was trickier today with the wind and the
high temperatures and [ was struggling a
big more for whatever reason. We didn't
change anything. It was just the
conditions."

Sports
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Has Hardik Pandya lost Ml dressing room?
EX-IND batter's big claim after (SK defeat

Manoj Tiwary said Hardik Pandya

appears to have lost the Mumbai
Indians dressing room after the
defeat to Chennai Super Kings. He
said the side looked fundamentally
unsettled, with limited backing for
the captain and inconsistent
performances damaging the

campaign.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India batter and IPL winner Manoj
Tiwary claimed that Hardik Pandya has lost
the MI dressing room after their latest loss to
Chennai Super Kings on Saturday, May 2.
Mumbai were beaten by their arch-rivals by
eight wickets in another one-sided derby.
The loss meant that Mumbai are ninth on the
points table.

Hardik's captaincy has been questioned by
pundits, with fans also observing some

unrest within the squad. During the loss to
PBKS, Jasprit Bumrah was seen to be
unhappy with the MI skipper's calls and
showed his displeasure on the field.

Speaking to Cricbuzz after the match, Tiwary
said that MI's campaign is well and truly
over and feels that there seems to be
something fundamentally wrong with the
team.

"For me, it certainly is over; in fact, for me,
it was over a long time ago. As you know,
whenever we sit down for a discussion,
we speak quite openly and frankly with
one another. I base my observations and
comments strictly on what is visible on
the field. And, in my opinion—judging by
the brand of cricket we’ve witnessed—it
appears that something is fundamentally
amiss," said Tiwary.

Coming to Hardik and his captaincy, Tiwary
felt that none of the players are standing
behind the all-rounder. While the former
India batter admitted that Hardik hasn't lived
up to the hype of being MI skipper, he also
blamed the rest of the squad for not stepping

up during the season.

"Look, a captain is supposed to win the
confidence of every single player in the
squad; you have to step up and be a true
leader. Right? However, observing the

situation, it seems as though no one is truly
standing by Hardik. It feels like no one is
rallying behind him; the kind of support he
ought to be receiving simply isn't
materializing."

"Yes, the captain certainly has a specific role to
play—and perhaps, he isn't fulfilling thatrole
as effectively as he could be. From my

IPL 2026: Punjab's bowling in focus as

Gujarat look to spice up playoffs race

New Delhi. (Agency)

The IPL playoff race is heating up as the
Punjab Kings and the Gujarat Titans
battle it out in Ahmedabad. Earlier in the
day, in-form Sunrisers Hyderabad look
to strengthen their position on the points
table against a resurgent Kolkata Knight
Riders, who have shown some signs of
life in them at the Uppal.

However, the firm focus will be on the
evening game, which will be a proper
clash of ideologies. When you look at
Punjab and Gujarat, the difference is
almost like attending a rock band's
concert and a ghazal session. One is all
about giving you that adrenaline rush
with the big hits, and the other is about
being simple, soothing, and at times, just
old school cricket.

The current PBKS can be considered the

most attacking batting lineup in the history
of the IPL, and the numbers back it up.
Across four metrics. They lead the all-time
charts across the board — boasting a
staggering average of 43.1, a strike rate of
186, striking a boundary every 3.6 balls,
and clearing the ropes every 7.9 deliveries.

But the gulf between their batting and

bowling was exposed during the loss to RR
when the Royals chased down 223 with

ease. GT, on the other hand, are once
again dependent on their top three, who
have shown signs of being more
aggressive. Their bowling seem to be in
top form with the likes of Kagiso Rabada,
Arshad Khan, Rashid Khan, and

Mohammed Siraj stepping up this ..

sc€ason.

A win for GT will spice up the playoff race

as they will enter the top four. For Punjab,

they need two more wins to reach the
magical 16 points mark to secure a playoff
spot.

For SRH, another win will be their sixth on

the trot and push them ever so close to a
playoft spot themselves. For KKR, it is all
about survival and another victory will
keep them just about alive in the
competition for now.With so much at
stake, Sunday promises.

Thomas Cup: No Lakshya, no party, as India

get blown away by France 0-3 in semi-finals

Horsens. (Agency)

It felt more like a rowdy football
match and less of a badminton
competition when India took on
France in the semi-finals of the
Thomas Cup 2026 on Saturday, May
2.

Despite hosts Denmark taking on
China on the other court at the
Forum Horsens Arena, Indian and
French fans dominated the decibel
meters, turning the semi-final into
an electric, high-voltage clash.The 0-3
scoreline, which saw India getting
knocked out of the competition, does not
do justice to the way the tie ebbed and
flowed through the evening. There were
many moments when the French camp
fell silent, and many phases when their
players looked under pressure and even a
little shaken, but they somehow managed
to pull off a victory. In doing so, they
helped their nation register their first-
ever final appearance in the tournament.

The French, led by Toma Junior Popov and

Christo Popov, beat India in straight
matches, helping France become only the
second European nation, besides
Denmark, to reach the finals of the
competition. It was a historic moment for
the Popov brothers, who carried the
weight of the nation on their shoulders
and produced exceptional badminton to
beat a strong Indian side in straight
games.

Without the services of Lakshya Sen,

India’s calculations were thrown out of
the window, as they were forced to play

young Ayush Shetty in the first
singles of the match, and thena 33-
year-old Kidambi Srikanth in the
second singles against world No.
10 Alex Lanier.

Lakshya, who had pulled off a
sensational victory against world
No. 6 Chou Tien-chen in the
quarter-finals, was ruled out of the
tie due to a swollen elbow and
blisters on his feet. He watched on
painfully as India were beaten in

e

perspective, he isn't quite living up to the

task. But beyond that, the players themselves

need to shoulder their share of the
responsibility," said Tiwary.

The former KKR man pointed out the
examples of Suryakumar Yadav and Tilak
Varma, who remained inconsistent
throughout the campaign.

"Take Suryakumar, for instance: he hasn't
been delivering performances on a
consistent, match-to-match basis.
Similarly, Tilak had one standout match,
but he hasn't been scoring runs since then.
If this kind of inconsistency persists among
the rest of the squad, how can you possibly
expect to achieve positive results? It is,
quite frankly, deeply disappointing," said
Tiwary.

'REMOVE ELCLASICO NAME’

Chennai's win on Saturday meant that CSK

have now won six out of the last seven

matches against MI. Chennai also closed the
gap to Mumbai in their head-to-head record,
which now stands at 24-21, still in favour of

ML

From T20 World Cup heroes to
IPL 2026 flops: Will MI rest

theirlndian core!

—

New Delhi. (Agency)

If you're Jasprit Bumrah, Hardik Pandya,

Tilak Varma or Suryakumar Yadav, you
would probably be wondering how things
have unraveled so dramatically in a matter
of weeks. On March 8, all four were being
hailed as heroes as India clinched their
third T20 World Cup title — the faces of a
triumphant campaign, carrying the weight
of'anation with ease.

Fast-forward to May 2, and the mood has

shifted sharply. The same names are now
being scrutinised as some of the biggest
underperformers of IPL 2026. Bumrah,
long regarded as a T20 master, has just
three wickets from nine matches at an
average of 94.67 — numbers that feel
almost surreal for abowler of his calibre.

Tilak has 193 runs this season, including a

hundred, but the southpaw has struggled to
leave a consistent mark. Suryakumar's poor
run continued at Chepauk, where he looked
set before falling for 21 — another start that
slipped away. The former World No.1 T20I
batter now has 183 runs from nine matches.

Hardik, meanwhile, cut a dejected figure

after the game, admitting the season simply
hasn’t gone their way. His returns — 183
runs and four wickets from eight matches
— reflect a campaign that has lacked
rhythm and control.

So has the T20 World Cup high turned into a

lingering hangover? Has the toll of back-

three straight matches in little more than
two hours.

One can argue that India were put on the

back foot even before the tie began, as the
side could not field their strongest players
against France’s best
combination.Because Christo Popov and
Toma Junior Popov play both singles and
doubles for the French team, the tie was
not lined up in the usual manner. Instead
of the traditional order, the matches were
arranged as follows to ensure adequate
rest for the French players:

to-back cricket finally caught up with MI’s
Indian core?

Well, Mumbai coach Mahela Jayawardene
isn’t ready to go there just yet. Despite the
mounting pressure, MI still retains a
mathematical chance of qualification —
and for him, that keeps the fight alive and
the belief in the famed Indian core still
intact." think it's too early for me to say
anything. I think we've still got 5 more
games. | mean, anything can happen for
us."

No longer CSK's Rs. 14.2 Crore gamble,

Kartik Sharma spreads his wings

Kartik Sharma finally proved

that he wasn't just a hig-money

qamble for CSK, repaying the
faith of the management by

scoring a well-composed fifty to

get his side the win in the El
Clasico aqgainst Mumbai.

New Delhi. (Agency)

When Kartik Sharma reached his fifty against
Mumbai Indians on Saturday, May 2, there
was a visible release — a weight finally lifted
off his shoulders. Bought for Rs. 14.2 crore
after being pursued by five teams,
expectations were sky-high. But the returns

| & & @& @& @& |

hadn’t matched the hype. Just 58 runs
from five matches isn’t what you
expect from a big-money signing.

Yet, the Chennai Super Kings
management didn’t waver. They
doubled down on their belief in the
youngster and handed him a role that
demanded both composure and
courage. Against Mumbai, he was
asked to walk in at No. 4, steady the
innings, and guide the chase
alongside the captain.

The trust ran deeper — he was picked
as the impact player ahead of the more
experienced Sarfaraz Khan.

What followed wasn’t fireworks or a
highlight-reel blitz. Instead, it was
something far more valuable — a composed,
no-frills 54 off 40 balls that quietly did the
job. Well, maybe not entirely without flair,
considering the Dhoni-esque celebration at

the end.But more importantly, it was the

innings that introduced the world to the real
Kartik — the player CSK had backed all
along. And finally, that faith began to pay off.
"Today was the perfect platform on a difficult
wicket where they knew that the spinner was
going to operate in the middle over phase,
and they wanted one Indian player to bat with
Ruturaj, and he came, and he took that
responsibility really well, and so happy for

B T S T I I @ @
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him because he was not getting runs,
and people are talking so highly about
him. Finally, that trust has paid off for
CSK," said Piyush Chawla after the
game to JioStar.

The praise didn’t stop there. CSK head
coach Stephen Fleming also lauded the
knock, calling it a reward for Kartik’s
temperament through a challenging
start to the season.

1 “You have the young players, there's two

parts to it," said Fleming. "One is how

you introduce them. It is a big stage no
matter what they've been doing at domestic
level. So understanding their mentality is
really important and it is a big step-up. They
can have all the talent in the world but the
temperament is what we're looking for, and
his [Kartik's] introduction was tough at the
start and then he had a little bit of time out. He
worked hard and today was a good reward

__forthat." said Fleming.
L=
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"Shooting Has Just Started': Anurag
Basu Reveals Kartik Aaryan And

Sree
leela's

Fllm Still In Early Phase

nurag Basu has addressed ongomg speculation
surrounding his upcoming project starring Kartik
Aaryan and Sreeleela, firmly debunking reports
that suggested the film is already in production. The
filmmaker revealed that the shoot is still in its early
stages and far from completion.
a conversation with Variety India, Anurag Basu
opened up about the shoot and revealed that it is still
in the early stages. He confirmed, “I’ve not shot
more than 45 days for this film. The shooting has just
started." The film is getting delayed because of
various reasons too.
artik Aaryan And
Sreeleela Shoot
For Anurag
Basu’s Film In
Srinagar
Kartik Aaryan and
Sreeleela are
currently in
Srinagar, Jammu
and Kashmir,
busy shooting for
their upcoming
film directed by
Anurag Basu.
The project has
generated a lot
of buzz ever since it was officially announced in
February last year. It is reportedly titled ‘Tu
Meri Zindagi Hai’. Recently, several pictures
from the Kashmir schedule were recently
leaked online. In once viral picture from the
shoot, Kartik Aaryan, Sreeleela and Anurag
Basu are seen having a conversation between
takes. In another photo, the actress is seen
wearing a blue top with matching ripped jeans
and a red beanie. Kartik is also seen standing
nearby with his hands in his pockets. He is seen

' / sporting a rugged look with long hair and a full
* beard.

J _ First Look Of Kartik Aaryan and Sreeleela’s Film
[ =2 The first look video of Anurag Basu’s romantic musical was

- \: » . shared by Kartik Aaryan in February 2025. It opens with the
w crowd cheering, while the actor plays guitar and performs on stage.
He is seen singing ‘“Tu Meri Zindagi Hai’, sporting a brooding lover’s

look with a heavy beard and rugged long hair.

Yami Gautam

Learnt Quran For Hag, Reveals Director; Avinash
Tiwary Says Marriage Deadline Is 2026-End

I \ilmmaker Suparn Verma has opened up about the preparation they did for his movie, Haq. ’
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Released in November 2025, the film stars Yami Gautam and Emraan Hashmi in the lead. It

follows the story of Shazia Bano (played by Yami), the wife of a lawyer in 1970s India whose
husband marries another woman. When he refuses to pay her maintenance, she drags him to
court.After O’Romeo, Avinash Tiwary is gearing up for the release of Ginny Wedss Sunny 2 co-
starring Medha Shankr. The film revolves around two individuals — a peppy Delhi girl and a shy
small-town simpleton — and their
families navigating the complexities
of an arranged marriage. But is
Avinash open to an arranged
marriage?

Lokesh Kanagaraj’s much-
anticipated collaboration with Allu
Arjun, tentatively titled AA23, is #
gaining momentum. Offering a
fresh update on the project, the
film’s co-writer Rathna Kumar)

' shared an update. He revealed

Tehe W that the groundwork for the

.Y - film is progressing,

with the team

gearing up to begin shooting soon.

Anurag Basu has put all delay rumours to rest, confirming that his upcoming
untitled film starring Kartik Aaryan and Sreeleela is progressing smoothly
and remains on schedule for a theatrical release later this year.

Anne Hathaway is in the spotlight again after a new video from The Devil
Wears Prada 2 promotions surfaced online. The clip is being discussed as
it shows the actor accepting a Quran from a fan shortly after her recent
“Inshallah" remark. This comes days after her use of the phrase during
an interview had already sparked conversation.

Aryan Khan Fights To Keep Groom’s
Shoes, Nearly Falls In Viral Clip From
BFF's Wedding

ryan Khan was recently seen at a friend’s

wedding, where a video of him taking part

in the traditional joota churai ritual has
gone viral. The clip is being widely shared for the
way the playful custom turned into a spirited
moment during the ceremony.The video shows
Aryan holding on to the groom’s shoe and
refusing to give it up, even as guests try to take it
from him.

Whatis joota churai?

Joota churai is a common wedding tradition in
many North Indian ceremonies. During the ritual,
the bride’s side tries to steal the groom’s shoes
while he is busy with wedding rituals. The
groom’s friends and family, on the other hand, try
to protect the shoes. The game usually ends with a
negotiation, where the groom’s side pays money
to get the shoes back. It is meant to be light-
hearted and adds a playful break during the
wedding.

What happened at the wedding

The video was shared by Zesst Events from the
wedding of Rhea Nadkarni and Maahir Mehta.
The planners mentioned that Maahir is Aryan
Khan’s best friend.They wrote, “When the
Groom’s best friend is the BA****S of
Bollywood. Between sneaky steals, dramatic
negotiations, and laughter echoing through every
corner — this wasn’t just joota churai, it was a
total dhamaal."

Text on the video read: “Joota churai turned into a
full-blown mini war!"In the clip, Aryan is seen in
a casual outfit, holding the groom’s shoe as others
try to take it from him. At one point, he almost
loses balance but still doesn’t let go. He pulls
back when people try to grab it and eventually
runs off with the shoe.

Aryan Khan’s recent work

Aryan Khan recently made his debut as a director
with the Netflix series The Ba**ds of Bollywood.
He served as the creator, writer, director, and
showrunner for the project. The series starred a
bouquet of stars including, Bobby Deol,
Lakshya, Raghav Juyal, Mona Singh, and Sahher
Bambba. It also included star cameo appearances
by Shah Rukh Khan, Salman Khan, Aamir Khan,
Ranbir Kapoor, Ranveer Singh, and Diljit
Dosanjh.

'Mat Kar': Twinkle Khanna Jokes About
Akshay Kumar's 'Biggest' Contribution
To Her writing Career

.\ SN - -3

winkle Khanna spoke about her writing
: process and reading habits on the occasion of
L

World Book Day. The actress-turned-author
reflected on how her ideas take shape and how her
personal experiences influence what she writes.

During the interaction, she also mentioned how her
husband Akshay Kumar reacts to her work. She
recalled, “This morning, I was discussing the
topics I plan to touch upon in my next column, and
he told me, ‘Mat karna...do not get into that
issue’. Mat kar is basically his only and biggest
contribution to my writing career," she said.

Twinkle added that while her work may sometimes
make people uncomfortable, her intention is not to
provoke but to explore ideas. “My job is to make
people reflect on the things that are visible. But
our own conditioning blinds us to those factors. It
might make people uncomfortable and they might
call it offensive... (But) I think about how I will
unravel the layers of conditioning not just around
them but also around me because I also find my
way through life as [ write."She also spoke about
her shift from acting to writing, noting that books
have always been a constant in her life. “It is what
I was able to give that medium, and books have
always been my life and actually so has cinema,"
she said, adding that her experiences as a young
actor also shaped her perspective.

Talking about her interest in language and literature,

she said, “It comes a little bit from perhaps, my
father (late veteran actor Rajesh Khanna), because
I have a distinct memory when I was very young
and I said, ‘“Will you pick me up from school? And
he said, “Are you a pickup? I will fetch you from
school.
That kind of just set my parameters of what
language can do. And I grew up grew up in a
family of readers. My sister (Rinkle Khanna)
reads more thanIdo,"

Khanna also shared that she used to read more in her
younger years. “Just keep doing what you’re
doing and finish the book you started when you
were 18. I’'m 52, and that one book I haven’t been
able to finish yet," she said, speaking about what
she would tell her younger self.



TheResearchers’

BISTHI ¥ Tl ¥ TRId BT BT 914 fire,

fire S WiieT & d1Q eITa g3 o

HISH,TSEN IS M &9 o gvegdR fem
Ichitd e foenea o WfFeR i Tk 10 959 915 &t
ﬁmm%ﬁ%@aﬁaﬁngﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬂélww

ﬁwmwm‘qﬁwémﬁm (ﬁq@‘%’:ﬂa)éaaﬁ
%WW@W@WlMWWﬁ%ﬁaﬂT
forarier™ % Rl 3 ST FR Gesia |

RS 3T TToT e w @S W S T HH T
T 5Tl fol i o1 /S Ta1 T8l =i, A frererm # 3R A
e RS T SEE GE & | T a1 RS SR
TTHIOT STe= ki WISt H TS T ST 3 AT, 31 37’
371 ST} TR I ) el Y | g Ok, e %
Ui el % o @i T T T H 9 o S |R e
AT AT | IRl SR Ui 3 i ST i SR fehre
3R S it e YA A Q| T F g aRSH A
fermrer ysier W 7R ATReTe! o1 TR o &1 9RsH
1 3R ¢ foh et & f3remepl Y TR & HroT sed
FI S TE Bl s & fuar 3 e foh afe e e )
M <, O FE AT T Al

A QR ¥ file qalspa oW
& Qe gt

TN, TSTEN T EeRA AHiREeT S @ e iR °
WfER 31 A o ARG # f:3[eh e st fifer &t
S foram T fRafer & Seedl 3 3iRe hET BhIfT,
TR ) S, SACEIS (WHHg) Hfed 37 &l siid |
TEH Talgehel HEl & o 3i 9% HE & Teh Hfere) Tt
UM TMT| 50 TR T SHFCATS 10 & SHH I=1 790, Sieifch
TIERFANEH o B Hice TS 91T ¢, |t =l Fefeheerehl
A Sferd el &) 3 ST WO SR ge S Surgs
HS[AY WS 3 el fom fIfeR 1 3ew wES & A
foreToreRt 30 o & 31feeR 3T o NIRRT h! THI TR TIee
S Iy HOT 3R TR Sl & gfa
STRSehel Bl S8 e 5 39 YRR & Wi S
fofer TS & woreed TR I 98 s |
frruma 81 RIfer F U= el R wISSYH (2R 7% i)
3R T TS FEEH (TIUETH, SREE) w1 e
ARIEH W@ 39 <RH fafae gsi= gurd R, e TR
30 T Go¥ HER, S aiter weifemit siaere
FAR, e SHETR TRl Seen uied, WA HeRd
ﬁﬁrﬁa&r@qﬂé}%ﬁ]ﬁwn@amrﬁ—ﬁﬁl

ot & 3T 3 b RGN

T, USTET | T o Shidaelt o &5 § i = e
ek Terel & Faes S8t HRAE i ¢ TS 9aE & Th
o I G I T A TR I AR I SIdt TS
A o TR BUER FX RER R €1 fRear sttt
1 T A ot (28) SR SHRA T (32) FEIH G
T 39 I § T feRcll 31 T ST, § HeEe BH, U6
T WA, 1650 T Tohe 3R TH Whel SRWE Hl T
SIS AT & T g™ TEiterh fHRee T 3 afer
! YF a1t # S R 9 gier st S E e
firclt oft for Sict Hirg somes § S afer 7o TIST i TRIE-
forht T T &1 T U o 9T STt o e W
T o9 SOERN T 1 TS fRa T 3 7 Hieh |
TR A BT i TegH Uehg Tt Ui § SH1eH
T A YAH T AR R g S W R SRl & 9§
AL Tl H ST ST AN ohl TS hiaT ol Ifard A
AT R 39 FRAE A TR T TR U §S TS Tl
Jeoh hl eod R TR R

9150 AR BRI A ufEer o1
AR Ty, glaamh'\r

ﬁa@ﬂmm(so)é?wﬁgé
¥l yoeeRia % g, o oL o O
STCIe Ihel ot TS fohR ST W& off, aft Ot TR
R A 3¢ IR AR | TFRT 31 SIRER o T wfean
ISR Tk ferR gfeat | < il | waRaid | e oo
S T 9 Jed, SE <A g B : SR ok SR,
e &7 & e, IR et gest fag (17), 31Hg
T (15), TS G (13) 3R TR T (15) T &
eF (Jel, SWF 05 R 1394) W TAR T
mawwﬁéﬂamﬁm%am@%aﬁméw-
18 T TS THIR ¥ ek FIAld g4 aiifedl o1 & &1 36t
R Her forrer iR gk afeet 9 ST 2|

Jharkhand

gt IdIor ¥ urteanfésd dete d Ul
ol &1, ufd A Tl dje @l 316} darl

RANCHI | 04 May 2026

9

elasméslﬁuzgamsﬁﬂams‘rnﬁi 3PRUar

BT, TS T | RERe Hele & WM o
TSI fSTeT 3 YRt ot 3R o Ueh T 9

&l H g dfeel St e T =TT ol
Teeft Yfers ¥ geren ot §1 39 SOT o faar
e H gferd = < Sl yemafa iR wfeEl gHer o
e o B AR TS % T e
Hfee &% 90 A ™W T I G A TE | GR
TR W FERT 3R T R ¥ A B, 35 A foee
T TR AT o, S ST o ST T H off Men w7
Il 1 BN feRetl gfeE o off, difh I8 AWl e

J TAHIS & T ST ufdt 3R B T |
a9 A & RER 9 F 39 A § g
fopam &1 R ferpra geTdfa (30),
TEY 3T FHARX A S 39 T e gSafa (56)
for T 26 oW @ 3R Teant ATeveR TS|
F 09:15 o Pt WIH (22) # fRER R 2
% I g3 off | HiexHmRfhd | STk I 9 SR H SR
HoR U T ST Bl H T foT FeR
R Mele # @eR el TRl TR 3R gaeht

¥ FITOT FY of: 3T T
H ] It Hieh ) & A
o T o, Seifer IR dfd

9% o9 T 9 I @

gt ¥4 afgen 2 fé1cars a4 fo~1ds disd
mm&ﬂﬁmaﬁﬁmm

o e
= s o

& T | HH T B ot
3R TR & M|

T A Ge e @ W fed A 9§ See

H5 & U3l JaIg ¥ 35 &t ad &
URT, 390 d1< g1 dIIH
TR, TSET| TE Ht JE H SIhRl THd ST &
Q3 B A =l ior TH B fhereret Ted e & TR €
Hrem fomT & S8R € & el 9HE
T fepay duuE R 35 felt
VT & AEUE ST W BIeAifh
ZEeh g qqeH H HR-#R SRl an
aﬁwm%mw%ﬁg SIS,

e, SR, filide, sAeR o
Wﬁﬁ%ﬁwaﬁw&%ww SIS o 3T
(3TfesRam 50-60 foRHl UfEe) = sl T B

T WETE 40 Tt qek = qrome: g foem 3
S Ui {1 deh fS7eT o eoehl o HeA SRS Shi HraT
AR €1 39 SR g TIHl T dST gall = 3R osiard 8
Sl off TR e i T &1 HEW § SeeAe & ROl &
% o B e afg TE o, e drtt B s ok
ST T | S Tad foert | fRieRl o STIER S i @t
B T o SR TR it % g & e ¥ a8 seeE
é@mw%lmﬁ%@m@nﬁmwh
B T 3R AaHE 40 feiit & e vgw Tehar €1 Hew
AT = A BT T W o SR Hefeh T o Tl &
8 o™ &9 ¥ o9uE & T G feF, U % 9 A
fosTelt & @it & U WS el B i 2T i TE Bl

F1 T WS fF TR
TIERS H IMEA Tk 37
TR A 9] 37 TR &,
e fiRFa & fow
BUFR ST @ B

I1Gal ¥ adl DI G Yad A 2Mcl
da N R U 3RS,

T B & &€ 100 T S
HeEd 2o’ W 96 T &l
T o SF T AR
T AT TR o 8 &
TR AER M # L
WA, @R MI H
3THgTAT SFEN AT A
T oS O s A 9 4
U WET oA & ATl

ST& ASHh! o A A
IEHT I TE SE 7
&, W T AN Bl

STGEA TR IR | 9¢
T 3R ST 2 o eEeht 3

Sl

et 3T UftreeT I
HH U WeHfd o= et
TG o fodn Gl StErd
= R for T o S &
A F ¢ Tk THE Tec
@ IFT B S UReri &
S THelar o g em,
o et 2R et =l o
FH W TEAd oA o
eretifch, Thehl o ERel
Sg § I IS T SR
TGN

mﬁ?ﬂgﬁaﬂﬁﬁhm#ﬁﬁaw

UER T wed H
HST h HId & T | T AT
SIRES o &5 | g3, STl
A€ W FH A T
Haer fore & 9 F= i
|

T s | 9 e

® A 3 TG ST AT
iR it S ot TR BT @
g & T SR IS
e AfdT W § SR

_-.—'“
» &

wﬁaﬁmﬁwwﬁr
Tl IohleT THSIT TSI
@ T o fafheaent J
T Y iR wEiE gida &
Tq = R fem

okt o IRSH 3R 3=
oIl 3 SR @ R
frfor T/ R gRam ARl
EIR G R o S R R
ST e ¢ R FeE W
FH FA FH NS
FH TR S, ToHe
3T 3T T I
T Tl T T Y|

SRR & T AT
| o 71a BigH g€ W T/
oft T o1 & for S gae
I A A BEH & o
IHeR & AN ST | I
Bew TR & M, e
By T e e A
STEHIT &1

AT H G e &
gfere ek W uge SR A
1 ST e & T IR
T FHTE T 3 gaTes SR
QAR o fach Ted hreE
I T Y R

:mqm#ﬁmnﬁ%mﬂamaﬁdmmﬁﬁhﬁﬁu

g ,usdn el
DEFAMR et ST
TS AR A AFHER T Gl
fStem @1 < fomam) afteed
STTHA TR UG TR FHAR
A iR gferd s
R T A T T8 9e
ITRI IFTT fRAT| 36 37eeR

R e T # R °

ST 1 ME A AR o
fean T e s R H

2 vo o oA R

foaH  HUeem Ul

FICTRIAT 1 3R Y T -

FE T yEORTE fomm
YR % ded AR TRy
TISTHTSITH OF ohl THIETE
TR I & FHS femmer
AT R | I8 Ue9iHT 02 T8
g 21 7 o S o =@fa
09 fomnme™i & yHor S|
o § i) TS OE® fau

iR A Sl fomm W
SR YeRiAT & WA 9
ferenfat =1 St STHert
< S|
EEEI O I o
U F9FR | fafi=
foami =t Teien Sew W
AT St Yt STHRR

i el 20 et 91, Uid < goeren

BECICAUS T IR e i
Fedee 3R gemEte
TS & TH TE T
FRES o YeIE O T 3T
& S forell fpeel qesren @
A T g1 20 il Bt S

f ."j"

Tl R Y A D T o, 31T
T HA o Ueh AR 3T
Te ¥ fierdt §1 Tk R T

i 39 3T H FTRR F 4 .
T iyt T s T 37

fem, ol 9 3 W Ao
M i TER E &1 T &
& 3fed AR W Ued
arel =it ot o = 8 R

gee S & @ gE
TG % JERAT daR ferd
Tel el Sherelt <alt hle 20
T G 3T Al &
T ofl URarR A FHR
WIS Y, AR R TR

N T T T T

afer T T 3% 9 T 7 I
T fore fon 3181 o amad el
M B TE I W
T fSich g = @

AR fohed 1 /B 3R
& TSR o1l S T TeeA
SN foelt foF el <t
A F T TN 9T T8
‘o e B R € oIk
fier 10 ol 9 @ W@ €
® o

N HagTeiaa feam gu g

& i | IR qRe e
TR % WY S TS T & W
T IR 3K e
IR i, AAfFT afq &1 o=
& e

9 FHE I TR TR
TR a6 9FH ST S
et et T ST TR Y
TEE 3T e B W
IEESECIC SESC ERReEa|
8 oifrd o & fo SEet
qeq oW o fSig &1 sEq
T 9 o Y & T
1 T 9 o 3T, H ST
ST T TG ¢

378 AT B TR gemrEE
9 W 39 TR T SheH
33T € 3R o 20 HieA oS
- =T e & urar € &
&

S| HAT T T I g
IR 100 A fea ISR
o gHfea &, foram
B T et foran faer
iy fmion, &R e e &
A A SR gEEHst
TSI foehRre AT 1 e
e A  fade femm

Y B A T 2T
3R ST 3T AT
®H Seg QU FA
FETS= 3 w1 fomii &
HEl w) gHen & el
stfeerif @ e fe=m
A A Gl yEe i@
g fem T faerst
1 e fmam 3= o
Te IRER & WE W, 9eR
R WY FR FHY G
fafir= et w1 et
fon s W g W
Hifew ws wafead e
I9AST A AT T T
%1 3fad oo gHfEd
FH F fadw feam @k W
39 foRpE ST, STgHSA
TR, TR T, e
e ueifeR, fSem forem
oTeiteren Gfed o1 USIehRy
Sufera 9|

el ¥ dle)-T15e Bl Thh, U
! ¥ GRS TR g1 Eren

AT, TS| 9o et 3 ween o & § ufem
AR T e A H T R A 8 T A
TS G T TR MERT § PR g T SIeR! 3R S5

Tl SHA-TH TR & TR | 39
Tel o wgeh W dis o Afert
FH S el T, STeIfh o8k |

e HEE & TN Gk ht . ot
e h&sTSHl el Al 40 © e e m o
T fors I T H g Bl
HTIe AR STt off S e
T ST &1 AT SRR T TS HeARE Afehal oSt
3T § A T €, STel SHeh! gietd TR SIarg S W@ 2
RRH o Tiefi =i RS 3 STIER, I ok Th
& S W TR B el S & | MERTS TR o qre
Teh ST TR 3R AR SRl ¥ STkl SIEsh ahl TRt
TR | TFR St ooT off foR S Hes | R T, few
3% FoR & MR =i 3N | HeT sl T fivetd & e o
gfere Hiss W g | I S S Heg ¥ SFI S
R Afeshed Hichst WA of ST TRl el A
fost areRt 1 ga =iftd 2 feaml gfer 3 9F1 At
e SR for & 3R A Y i ST

® o B TS S T S I e @ =



TheResearchers’

RANCHI | 04 May 2026

10

TIqs! rome & goblel & 3.85 e HUT B
Tldt, gferd ol 36 tc & §e foloien le

TS

2 fereett | feoel gferar 3 <ot oo g 9 3.85 W@
TIT I AR F A H T SR i ROR e &1 siferemfat
T IR R SR M H & T HIAT AT I T h 36 TS
% iR TR o foram o 1 feeeht o &t wrht gfera o &
29 ST I <Y % Teier H Ferhrrd Tt e T off| Rorewmereeat
J SR foh I @er o TR 3k § Y Wiew’ 9 § U
THA A g1 28 I I TG FAT 9 T, T 37 HR
aﬁ?%@?(ﬁwﬁww%wﬁﬁ%)aﬁmmﬁ
T M Sia A 1 QY S G BIS 4| Belifeh, St T
TR T BT TR R GHH H <o o, gHH Hl R F Gen
3iR %91 S § T 3.85 ARG TIT R WK & T gferd |
A foh HEIe B ¥ S W TeaH | R 3
A FF ST T A oI SIS Te % o T fe
gfer S Tifed <A T ot e 229 SR e < R STRIG FR
€ 3IR ST U ool STeH! TS oR @ Uh 36H TR o AR
TR 39S 7| SRR = S o qehien! fARET & @i TE,
FSTerY THEREI T Tt =1t DS % QR | ST R STRId
e YR % G 3R TIfeRR & S ¥H @ g

cloweil g1d uzel 3l 3R gl 2 -
2MMEaN g

72 feeett | ofem et e & s
IREFRAAT 2l SRR ol SRIeITSH oSt &1 T8 &1 STeT-3TeRT
ﬁwﬁmﬁ#w%@v(ﬁ@ﬁ)wﬁwmwuﬁgq
A RN % S w1 THe R 2 foeett H st v
IeTaTs g8 3 e, A T Ut & BRI ¢, T8 I
Bl o1 o g W W@ 7l ol v F gedt g @
STETET T TS W §1' ISTAT Tl H&AR 36T =ohelt
F oft A R T S el i hal, ufeeH s A
ﬁ@ﬁﬁwﬁ@m%lwam%ﬁmw%aﬁi
Sl STIqd & A gef 1 9fen o §1 S et feam 9, s/
e T T &1 el TRl TR SHE St T &, Ff
Wwaﬁgﬁraﬂﬁ% @ el A RN & I g S
g TS | W IS WER F A w g
1 TR e, ‘TS SR U TR 3 TR Bt &, Tfee
T iR foger gﬁﬁaﬁmﬂqﬁmmmé
wmﬁmﬁaﬁ%aﬁrfﬁﬁﬁmmﬁmmﬁw
1 39 W 3T FA H HE ST E 2 ¢

31101 STFISID Tl :
onfsrIEre & Sitsie wfaa & A
ol afiF AlIrRIél § gom

miETETE | TR A T dEed # e & fae v
TRITE ol T 219 % S TSl = STHeRT ST el Sty
W%mﬁwﬁﬁmmﬁﬁmaﬂa@wmﬁ%l

T SRS R 76 o SR T ¢ fF 218 o Tt ook oh
AT 1 Tk ok Tg e o feIT T ek o e it STEd ol
e STRESHT 3 eIk %l &l dre el S a1 heell © fo
o Tt TR i AW STeg T TR HE 01 TRt off 3R
THEH B § ot SR ST SRl 91| ST ST 51 T ok gferd
I ST Tl WEEE § 5 A o T S €, ST o 3
SRR 3 THE TSR ST | Siosh & STHhT ST g1 | it
T SRS 3R Treiaret TRAR T 3T T o SRR SaT
TR 9 To=g A # e 6t € erer & e aretier
R Y E ST el oft, SRt 3R & R T@ 31 Tt o
& 3IR o Fromey Sfier @ =few

Adee-316 B DIEas hadt # doil Hgor
31191, GHA DI 10 oNfSAN | URN i

AN el & YRS ford T weeie thad o goe
o[0T ST & & ST | STRU-TR0 7l | 377 &t el aqe
3R ¢ 1 TR R TH
fea oo, e =@
£2> 510 S B )
RS foIdam & e
| e e & S
ﬁwaﬁaﬁm@mﬁlﬁx
R Uge 3R Ted e S |
@ ¥& frn e
ST ST (THURST) JET FHAR A AR fh Gofe e
4:30 o191 Tret-8 F ST T 1 T fot o) A S R age
A T <l o 3T T AR BTSSIE B St W o &1 ST ash &
et @ o, ﬁ@%@%$ms©1omaﬁm%m
ST TE | THR HiHAl - Hel FYHERT % SIG 3TN IR hie] T foram|

ﬁmiﬁmsﬁai SrPI, I 30 Bifere

e%mm@wmw
T Tk Wieleh 7 &1 g
el for g7 arafe? & 9/ wH
giafsran i@l @l SR &
3R TN ASTST W 3
SH-%fgq W #

fer FRT 81 3R SR
o foooll TR MRl
TEel & @i 3 aRest
A A GAREd R H

uznaasﬂaa's'fﬁ Wg@%ﬂﬁﬂ
memaﬁuzefﬁﬂ ﬂasaltauvaaﬁageﬂ

ﬂéﬁw”nwmsﬁﬁz ﬁﬁmwmﬁﬁ‘fr@ 7 fﬂamﬁwu'cﬂm

Hiehfaw Ted @ Sean

W%ﬁwﬁw%%msﬁ

IfUfHT o STETER W e H T
o et 3TeRI I eI
3geA feer mm A geEE
ST HiUcteRq o fuReen
T I E SR 199 wd &
aﬁwaﬁﬁ@z@%aﬁmm

WA T e
a%‘;ra?ﬁi

14 TE oF ST WA 3 I
i o =g T o ST T
R ARG o AN bl T FGT
g 3fdd & # T e
SRR Y M| T AL
et iR ditpfas
e i ot sigren e ¢

forprer wfirer &1 ¢ SRR e
Fa fF IRdE ST wd &
g ot fooet AR w e HAT
AR SR & Th STy
frafem &7 & w1 # fomfaa
FT 7, S FefeEt B S
ORI S e Saed
TR U5 T & eIl A e
foh 39 @8 & W A & g

| R feE ek wHem

gffeer fomam T & &1 eiwn
& SN fafir forvmit & ot
et Safterd 3 ek &%
Wﬁﬁﬁmﬁr?ﬂﬁlﬁa

e

el § ISt e 3R AmRent
I THT | Ted IS FA F
e off fewy

Ts‘fav?ﬁl

Ts‘ﬁw?h

ﬁ%ﬂﬁ‘s’f . anéa%aﬁw

% & 3 % Y AR el 3R YR THEE % Tew &
T fEuefir S 3iR S A i o 3 7l

®edsl onid ¥ fddrT @l ficl
AR : ¥dg sl s

gl | 3 Fel foh TR 3

I @ iR SER

foeett & Wﬁaﬂushéé;mwﬁ ShAfereferd) & forenre sl e &

AT e WA G IES R ASE TR ST @ T wg@ﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁwm

fag 3 o1 weger Ma #
TRt U T SRR Y %
T R F YE Feh
T TR & &1 3o e R e
T feoet T fomm o
% HE Y T ST @ 2
S ggNT 3 e R Im
forra i€ & w9 47 °
FE I o A o
TR AR ST @ €, el
R FEE foamEa &3 H
e R <@ & e Tt
%1 7 T o rerd WET &5
H gferd glowme # R
TUR & @1 8 T a e S
el foh Tia-3ea & foem i
WrAfeRdr ST SR FTHE &
X 9 FRR W € 6

e el Tk AT Gferemd

ﬁ%era—aasﬂﬁﬁadaﬁgfmama%aa JlceeTci
dr3dieret hied af ded! afed ol Ufdfoifiic

T

=i [ faeett focw
T (THRNEE) e
% 4 © 8 7 Tk =leh § o
A TR YA WY
g wRE (emumemw)
g wfafEsa & g
FH| T8 TR R e
(THER) 7 <1 oS HwoeE
3IER, FRHA ARIvE e
W(Wm)wm
Yo w9 €, STl < fierR
TEIYE | TS el W ==
g R 7 T@d ¥ fr e
HidTe 3 AU X T
forerre el TR foRa s gem
21 39 B § IR geifereT TSS
35 B, fSH erem-swm
gefi sl WATEH BRI @ TR
tferdt fede iR @ =il
Y off Bl R H wh

i fesite (i sieon)
A ST AE
STETHSRTF &, S 2022 H g
e I o SIS TR fohell
T €1 39 HHT R o T

s e, e faw
B AN TEnE | fefsed
O T SEIA- YR h 3~
AR 31V | 3R IR &
R fife g T & GRS

F IR Y T A S| T
A, YRT Ueh UES Toe Wt

aaﬁomf{qiaﬁwﬁmﬁwﬁm
B ST 37 <N ok w9 o
qARE  H "R 2
HEWANE T T e

éﬁww%mwﬁw
aﬂ“ﬁa?:ww et T
TR AEIYH (ST ) % @

B i YR okt T okt ST
2 I8 T -l &=
S e % S wEivE @ S
Tt el T HEERT I el
I RN TE T STETHRTH,
SR TR | H 9 71 g
T HEETT & TehY i
TSer o STRAfSTI foham < @t
1 TR TS ST W g
W S GeE e 3R e
=1 e | o s | o O o
T B

o, Th iferEr fesle 3R
T 0 SvE e Bl
T UEd IR WE W UH
IR Tedl-Eeoheieet
Sk ot Bift, fSteenr Astem
TR & 37eAe | ofq
it Ty fioeR w WE
fEaee™ W TAfd S|

ST SREa AEdor &S
oy e g s )
3% 3 Fa foh St

Fd g oo fooed, efa
feeelt & Hehed W TR
CRISIRCEA

8%
|
£

L
et
e |

&

Ustrell aro1 gferet A festett aldl & ar
ﬂ\fﬁﬂ&lﬂﬂfﬁtﬁﬂﬂﬁmﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁlﬂ

e el 3% HH (30
), sier (33 o), forig
(4oaﬁ)3ﬁw=ht—r(43aﬂf)

R AR FoR @ ST @ &

TR fdDPR Yol

shieft sa

UAR STt éﬁ 31€’1

TS .

@ fowelt | g w
YORY TAGE 4 YRd &
TESR Wl YERE TER
Rl o 37T T TR,
W@ iR TR fovE WA
St = e R @)
T wfee, formmem, fammn

e SPTa § fove TR W T
S 8, FRT ot ST ®eT WRA
¥ fAU e 31 = I3
T fird ot g ¥ SR SR
gfte TAR WM o AR |-

!

I TR &1 3Tk g B TR
URA B R Fol, T I
3R Th T AR S
fHertl| 37 ST i &
foe 7% aifde goewmE | ¢
w PR @ T
$ e SRR 2017 | g feerd

i
3
!
!

%
]
:

HEg fFew THIm W
(W)%m%wﬁ

¢ feoetn feet drafient
fovafoamea 12 o fara
TRE 22 W & ST
| 3o SeifirEn T 2024-
25 T T S 9l I BE

f&ecdl @l wRied oide & 2u ¥ famfad
fcpen Streon - ﬁzzamﬂéezna]al

?éfaﬁﬁl TerE
TH  Feq fequre e |
TR g Aty Wi g 5
Rl H e, snfae, formd,
aeAfenen, fefSiem, At oIk
JaE e, T IR N
fecett i sfe A S o
foroRif R =ee = g3 | g
q %@ fr el ® 3/@ ed
2ifSe & o &9 & 7, ofesh Tk
I ifa e Tae & &9 H
forerfia foram s

36 A | foee & e,
HeRf Tl e W e e
feeelt Wi ud uRered fopr
frm () & yEy
fees gier sifearer S
e 9 o ¥ TR wE
forieg off enfiret gU1 39 3R
R @A A el oh we
JErT S, Hifg-ffde siv
Tt ! wfsar smiierd & ¢
39 3R IErt gge G
T €1 7 GEl iR e

o s o1 e o | S R S i
T snfiret foren S aifer feeett
% Wi & @l T foww § S
T 3R 39 3R eifter el
SR T k| SR 98 o e
& <9 = T B o RO
feeett =1 ofYes & W e
e &1 9YRA M ol Tdeshi
& foTT 718 T W@ STRYT o

fir 751 e, T
ﬁzaﬂT s ' a3

S R femett SRR Toter ht
TR Sfem T R SiK ¢
W & il 38 whed & -y
fafreer ofR fen & &% & o
TF TE g & ¥ H e
ToRa 11 e | TR o e § T
| iR TR W Y o ¥

fGoott faere=1s A 8 A3 Bl ' Helide= IH T2’ &1 IRSTol

I H Sed HA| T FEFH H KA
e HT-HA0T ek W T8 sifeeh TS &
Yo o Rl e, T 3R SdeAfaT
% et & IRA F 7

feeet foemann & sty fosig T A
qpﬁ AR fof T et T eAftieh Wefteh el alfesh
TR FEHT 3R So-g9 o 37ee qe

aﬁﬁwmﬁr%wﬁ ‘ST 3T

e @ L

& R e o famm € B et
wRivefeal § off g ok ud & oot 9
ferafer & BT =nfew ‘Siawa 9 %’ &

AT | 3 FAgih il SR del | Teqa

mw,mﬁq%%%ﬂsqqﬁaﬁ
el T ¥ AT R Toh| =i I8 o
AR 5 3 FEEH § T WHER & T,

® @

feeett & TSI, Jeawsl ud Hhwed &
T, AFT 3R T & fooed &
Tiee, feea faemma &t AeHE Tes
T fioet TR & ARt SR oMb
e T 1 fersig 781 3 e o FreiRn B W
eI, S, He,
wiawaﬂtmﬁqaﬁaﬁa FA

% Sfe & T

@TW%W@Wmm%
v F amefersh ST YeH

Siceh TSR TR 3R Afeeher & i
ST Mt S| 37T o Sieeld SIS
ofigwd #, & goa-3mRd e
amm%@lﬁm
Y R TS i T 3 o1 e il €

TEEE S W@ &,

3R T % STl Y ST W
AR S| @ | I ot
5 THrR s &, frew
ﬁaﬁzaaaﬁiu'mﬁmwhﬁ
P S 2 @ ¥, o feeeh
Ak TeTH TeRE @ @ 2
wéﬁ»—qaﬁraﬁxmﬁ@
foreew & Hreem 9 e R,
Wsﬁaﬁtaﬁﬁww
FTE N @ T 39 I FEiwn
¥ fomett e e uRtee famm
fm (SRR 30 wie &
T HEA 3R TR i S o
% fou ¢ weel TEEdl |
TR M Sdde 3
arirel, #eh W fo0 wRSY 3R
AT ISV & WY Wit
Ft €, W fefea @M,
Hivpfas wRIwH!, TG
ﬁaﬂnaﬂtwuﬁaaﬁw
M SR e B e
TR 34 foun # i wfoersd &
T M IR @ § 3R T8 T
T & e 4 & o @
TRl Hict T TR Tferd BTl

foumEy st 3 Fa fF 39 FEEE #
ford o SHeR TiwE wefa € S
AT Sl HorHeR 3R SneATferh &9 9
Sy &1 A S H@ihd iR e &
Wﬁrwaﬁ FAT TRAT TR 1
awﬁmsm@%’aﬁwéﬁ?«ﬁsﬁaﬁ?m
R SR 1



TheResearchers’

46 years after going missing, soldier presumed dead
by AFT; widow to get pension, arrears from 1993

New Delhi, Agency :
About 46 years after a sol-
dier went missing with no
clues about his where-
abouts and was later
declared a deserter, the
Armed Forces Tribunal
(AFT) has ruled that he
should be presumed dead
and his widow would be
entitled to pension and
arrears from 1993, when
she first approached the
authorities for benefits.

The soldier, Om Prakash
Pradeshi from Himachal
Pradesh, was enrolled in
the Corps of Military Police
(CMP) in September 1969.
When he went missing in
November 1980, and in

December 1983, after the
stipulated three-year peri-
od, the Army declared him
a deserter and dismissed
him from service. Conse-
quently, he or his next of
kin were not granted pen-
sion.

46 years after going
missing, soldier presumed
dead by AFT; widow to get
pension, arrears from 1993

The soldier, Om Prakash
Pradeshi from Himachal
Pradesh, was enrolled in
the Corps of Military Police
(CMP) in September 1969

About 46 years after a
soldier went missing with
no clues about his where-
abouts and was later

National

declared a deserter, the
Armed Forces Tribunal
(AFT) has ruled that he
should be presumed dead
and his widow would be
entitled to pension and
arrears from 1993, when
she first approached the
authorities for benefits.
The soldier, Om Prakash
Pradeshi from Himachal
Pradesh, was enrolled in
the Corps of Military Police
(CMP) in September 1969.
When he went missing in
November 1980, and in
December 1983, after the
stipulated three-year peri-
od, the Army declared him
a deserter and dismissed
him from service. Conse-

quently, he or his next of
kin were not granted pen-
sion.

The Tribunal’s Chandi-
garh Bench comprising
Justice Umesh Chandra
Sharma and Lt Gen Ranbir
Singh held that there is no
evidence that the Army or,
on their directions, the
civil authorities ever tried
to search the individual as
to whether he is alive or
not and whether he was
seen by anyone just before
his disappearance. There is
also no evidence that the
individual is alive and is
living or working some-
where else or he voluntari-
ly abandoned his service.

RANCHI | 04 May 2026

11

4 cops die during
op to dispose of

Maoist ammo

New Delhi, Agency: Four
police personnel were killed in
an explosion while trying to
dispose of a gunpowder dump
of Maoists in Chhattisgarh's
Kanker district on Saturday.
This was the first explosion
incident linked to Naxalites in
the state since it was declared
free from armed Maoism on
March 31. It was also the first
instance this year in which
security personnel engaged in
anti-Naxal operations lost their
lives. The police earlier said an
improvised explosive device
(IED) went off while being neu-
tralised, but later a senior offi-
cial stated that it was a gun-
powder dump, hidden by
Maoists when they were active
in the area. The tragic incident
took place at 11.30 am in a for-
est area of Aadnar village under
the Chhotebethiya police sta-
tion limits, near the Narayan-
pur district border, when a joint
team of security personnel was
conducting a demining opera-
tion to locate and defuse IEDs
planted earlier by Naxalites,
Inspector General of Police
(Bastar Range) Sundarraj Pat-
tilingam said.

'T'm 41, get me married":
Prayagraj woman seeks
police help, claims family

trying to avoid expenses

New Delhi, Agency: A 41-
year-old woman in Sarai Inayat
area of Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh, has appealed to the
police for help, levelling serious
allegations against her family.
She alleged that her family is
deliberately preventing her
from getting married and has
been harassing her for years.

According to media reports,
Madhuri Patel, a resident of
Manapur village, said in her
police complaint that she wants
to get married, but her brother
and sister-in-law reject every
proposal. She claims the family
is doing this to avoid wedding
expenses. The woman also
alleged that her brother had
transferred the family land to
his name, but was not taking
any responsibility for her mar-
riage. She named her father,
mother, brother, sister-in-law
and sister in the complaint.

‘Free press under attack’: Congress slams Centre

over India’s 157 rank in press freedom index

New Delhi, Agency: The Congress on
Sunday launched a sharp attack over the state
of press freedom in India, citing the country's
rank of 157 in the World Press Freedom Index
2026, which places it in the "very serious"
category. On World Press Freedom Day, the
Congress said that a free press is the voice of
democracy, but alleged that it is under attack.
In a post on X, it expressed solidarity with
journalists and voices that "speak truth to
power" and strive to protect democratic values. "A free press is the voice of
democracy, but today that voice is under attack. India ranks 157 in the World
Press Freedom Index 2026, falling into the "very serious" category.

Indian firms mobilise against U
push to curb offshore call centres

India's island territories pro-
vide military deterrence against
expansionist China

New Delhi, Agency:
Even though the tri-service
Andamans and Nicobar
Command was set-up by the
Vajpayee government quar-
ter of century ago, India's
military doctrine has been
land centric with primacy to
the Indian Army with other
two services unfortunately
being seen as force multipli-
ers.

While India's main adver-
sary China changed its mili-
tary doctrine from land to
sea-centric in early 2000s,
New Delhi started seriously
looking at its maritime security
post-2014 with PLA Navy sur-
veillance ships, ballistic missile
trackers, warships and sub-
marines making forays into
Indian Ocean Region (IOR)
with logistics facilities in Cam-
bodia, Sri Lanka, Maldives,
Iran and the eastern seaboard
of Africa. Today, an average of
six-to-seven PLA ships are in
the IOR each month with air-
craft carrier based task forces
entering the region within this
decade.

Given that the PLA is making
one ship every seven days,
India has no options but to
develop long range capabilities
in its island territories of Lak-
shadweep and Andamans and
Nicobar Island. It is only then

that India can enforce sea-
denial, sea-access deterrence as
well as build leverages in the
IOR against any potential rival.
Apart from maritime security,
India's island territories hold
huge economic potential for
the country with world class
transshipment hubs on the
eastern as well as western
seaboard of the country. It was
India's first Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS) Gen Bipin Rawat
who along with national securi-
ty planners, who envisioned
turning Campbell Bay in Great
Nicobar into a transshipment
hub as well as a military base
for India in order to provide
first strike capability against
any rival as well as protect the
hinterland away from home.

S Just Like That: Are
gyms creatlng health
or causing harm?

New Delhi, Agency:
Indian IT majors and industry
bodies are growing increasing-
ly worried about a proposed
rule by the US Federal Com-
munications Commission
(FCC) that would restrict the
use of offshore call centres by

certain American companies - |

a move that could reshape one
of the most significant sources
of outsourcing revenue for
companies that have made India
the world's back office for Amer-
ican consumer businesses.

The FCC proposed the rule on
March 26, releasing it the fol-
lowing day, with a public com-
ment period opening after its
publication in the Federal Regis-
ter. Comments are due by May
26, with reply comments due by

June 22. The rule, framed by the
FCC as a consumer protection
and national security measure,
floats three broad interventions:
capping the share of customer
service calls that US providers
may route to foreign call cen-
tres; requiring workers at those
centres to demonstrate profi-
ciency in spoken and written

offer to transfer it to a US-
based representative on
request. The FCC has floated
30% as one benchmark for the
call volume cap, but has left
the figure open for comment;
the proposed rule text carries
a placeholder rather than a fixed
percentage. The agency has also
proposed that calls involving
sensitive information - pass-
words, social security numbers,
bank account or credit card
details - be handled exclusively
by US-based representatives,
regardless of any cap applied to
general call volumes.

American Standard English; New Delhi
and mandating that providers  pAganev: I have a
inform customers at the start S e’o;vi ceZi)l e ovm at
of each call whether it is being 0 1“0 L SV S
handled outside the US -and | =42 . quip-

ment, and weights.
But more important-
ly, I have Jai Rathee,
a good trainer who is
able to discern the
difference between
required exercise and
undesirable excess.
To have this
trained balance is
necessary, especially
when, across India's
metropolitan  sky-
lines-and increasing-
ly in smaller towns
too-glittering gyms

rise where once there
were modest parks,

Priyanka Chopra
stepped out last night
for a special advance
screening of the new
season of Citadel at
AGBO Studios in Los
Angeles, California.
Stanley Tucci, who
stars in the recently
released The Devil
Wears Prada 2, and
Ashleigh Cummings
were also present at
the occasion.

Tamil Nadu: Over a lakh security per-
sonnel to guard 62 countlng centres

New Delhi, Agency:
As votes for the Tamil Nadu
assembly elections will be
counted on Monday, the
Election Commission (EC)
said on Saturday that a
three-tier security system
will be in place at counting
centres, with around
100,000 security personnel
deployed for election secu-
rity duties. In Chennai
alone, police said nearly
20,000 security staff have
been deployed.

Chief electoral officer
(CEO) Archana Patnaik,
said that the first tier secu-
rity perimeter extending
100 metres around each
counting centre has been
established. "Entry within
this zone will be strictly
restricted to authorised per-
sonnel. Adequate police
personnel will be deployed

at entry points," she added.
The second tier, comprising
the entry gates of the count-
ing premises will be secured
by the State Armed Police
Personnel, who would regu-
late access and prevent
unauthorised movement
within the premises. "Use of
mobile phones and other
communication devices will
be permitted only in desig-
nated areas," she said.

The third-tier, the inner-

most security layer in the
counting halls and the elec-

tronic voting machine
(EVM) strong rooms will be
managed by the Central
Armed Police Force (CAPF)
personnel. The EC, as a
first-time initiative intro-
duced a QR code-based
photo identity card system
through its mobile applica-
tion ECINET to prevent any
unauthorised entry into the
counting centres.

"The counting of votes
recorded in all 75,064
polling stations and postal
ballots received will be con-
ducted at 62 designated
counting centres," she said.
Counting will start at 8am
with the postal ballots, fol-
lowed by EVM counting in
234 halls at 8.30am, and
3,324 counting tables will
be used.

"A total of 10,545 person-
nel have been deployed for
counting duty, supported by
4,624 micro-observers to
ensure transparency and
integrity of the process," she
said. Round-wise results of
all assembly constituencies
will be announced by the
concerned returning officer
(RO), using the public
address system at the
respective centre, and the
same will be reﬂected in the

ECINET app.

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) which
leads the Secular Progres-
sive Alliance comprising
Congress and Left parties,
is seeking to retain power,
while the AIADMK-led
National Democratic
Alliance is aiming to return
to power with its allies,
including the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Pattali
Makkal Katchi (PMK), and
Amma Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam (AMMK) among
others.  Actor-politician
Vijay 's Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam has made its poll
debut in this election.

A committee blames for-
mer TTD executive officer
AV Dharma Reddy for
major procurement lapses,
allowing adulterated ghee
in sacred laddu prasadam
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Kidney care for diabetics: Things
you should start gdoingtoday

Diabetes is no longer just
about managing sugar levels.
Doctors now view it as a condi-
tion that quietly affects multiple
organs over time, with the kid-
neys being among the most vul-
nerable. What makes this risk
more serious is that the damage
can build silently, often without
clear symptoms in the early
stages.

Dr Ameet Soni, Associate
Vice President and Head of
Medical Affairs, CORONA
Remedies, shared his expert
take on the subject. In India,
where diabetes cases continue
to rise, protecting kidney health
has become a daily responsibil-
ity rather than a medical after-
thought. The good news is that
small, consistent habits can
make a real difference long
before complications appear.

Why does kidney damage in
diabetes often go unnoticed?

One of the biggest chal-
lenges with diabetic kidney dis-

ease is that it does not show
early warning signs. There is no
sudden pain or dramatic signal.
Many people feel completely
fine while gradual damage is
already underway. High blood
sugar affects the tiny blood ves-
sels in the kidneys over time.
This reduces their ability to fil-
ter waste effectively. By the
time symptoms appear, the
damage is often advanced,
which is why early awareness
matters.

Keep blood sugar within
range, not just occasionally

Managing blood sugar is not
about getting it right once in a
while. It is about staying con-
sistent over time. Frequent
spikes and drops put continuous
stress on the kidneys and weak-
en their filtering function. Even

control.

Monitor blood pressure as
seriously as sugar levels

Both high blood pressure
and diabetes can contribute to

if fluctuations seem minor,
long-term instability is what
leads to complications. A
steady routine is far more pro-
tective than occasional strict

kidney damage. High blood
pressure adds stress to delicate
kidney blood vessels and accel-
erates the damage process.
Even slightly high readings can

have an impact over time.
Regular monitoring and early
correction can help reduce
long-term risk.

Do not skip kidney function

tests

Kidney damage usually does
not have any symptoms until
later stages, making regular
screening  tests important.
Screening is easy and can be
done through urine albumin and
blood creatinine levels. These
tests are a core part of diabetes
management. Early detection
gives you a better chance to
slow or prevent progression.

Be careful with everyday
medications

It is easy to overlook how
common painkillers and over-
the-counter medicines affect
the body. Some medications,
especially when used frequent-
ly, can reduce blood flow to the
kidneys and increase existing
strain.

This does not imply refrain-
ing from taking any medica-
tions at all. What it implies is
that one must be conscious
while taking medication regu-
larly and consult a doctor.

Blue baby syndrome: Signs
every parent should watch for
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a child that develops while
they are still inside their moth-
er, is the most frequent cause
of this condition.
How common is it
Congenital heart disease is
among the most frequent con-

congenital heart diseases lead-
ing to cyanosis.
Warning  signs
should not ignore
Early detection can save
lives. Symptoms to look out

parents

Feeding problems or pro-
fuse sweating while eating
Weight loss
® Excessive
lethargy:Sometimes,
infants have periods when
they suddenly turn very

genital malformations. In blue, breathe rapidly, or go
India, it occurs in about 8 to 10 limp. This is an emergency
infants per 1,000 live births. situation that demands
From these, a considerable urgent medical care.

proportion consists of cyanotic ~® Symptoms  may  not

appear immediately:Not
all babies show signs right
after birth. In some cases,
symptoms may develop
days or even weeks later.
This makes it important for

sleeping or

Haemophilia warning signs

for include: Blueness in the
lips, tongue, or fingers
Fast or difficult breathing

parents to stay observant
even after leaving the hos-
pital.

Those initial few seconds
after birth are full of happiness
and excitement, especially
when the baby cries for the
first cry. However, imagine
that the baby has blue-looking
skin rather than pink.

It can be quite scary, but it
may mean that the baby has
blue baby syndrome. Knowing
what that entails and under-
standing some early indicators
can make all the difference.
According to Dr Vikram
Kudumula, a pediatric cardiol-
ogist, the early identification
of this disease can be impor-
tant.

What is blue baby syn-
drome?

Blue Baby Syndrome is an
illness in which the skin, lips,
or nails of a baby are blue
because there isn’t enough
oxygen in their blood.
Congenital heart disease,
which is a defect in the heart of

What happens to bone density in women
after 35 that nobody talks about early

Bone health does not become an
important issue for women in their 30s.
Nothing really seems to go wrong, and
there are no symptoms or dis-

comfort experienced by
women that would make -
them worried about
their bones. However,
things that happen
within the body are
different and even
unexpected.

After turning 35,
bone resorption can
occur at a faster rate than

the body's ability to form new
As orthopaedic expert Dr Lalit
Nemichand Bafna explains, early aware-

bones.

ness is key to protecting long-term bone
health.

Why does bone density start declining

after 35

Bone is a living tissue that is
constantly breaking down and
rebuilding. Up to your early
30s, the body can maintain
a healthy balance. After
that, this balance begins to
shift.

The body starts losing
bone slightly faster than it
can replace it. This process
takes place gradually but steadi-

ly, resulting in bone weakening and
an increased likelihood of osteoporosis
developing.
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you should never ignore

Most people perceive haemophilia as being related to injuries only. The
truth of the matter is that the real danger is presented by those things which
one cannot see at first glance. Delayed manifestation of haemophilia
through hidden bleeding, pain and reduced physical activity should be
considered carefully.

Dr Neema Bhat, Haemato Oncologist, Apollo Hospitals Bengaluru,
shed light on the subject. Why is it especially important to detect early
signs of the disease? The reason why recognising early signs plays an
especially important role in detecting the disease is the fact that
haemophilia leads to the lack of proper coagulation of the blood. As a
result, even small injuries cause continuous bleeding, and internal bleed-
ing occurs without any specific cause.

It would be wise not to delay seeking medical advice because it would
make the treatment complicated. Knowing what to look for can make all
the difference.

Joint pain or tingling before swelling

One of the earliest signs of internal bleeding is discomfort in the joints.
It can start with a feeling of tingling or warmth, or slight pain without any
visible swelling.

Neglecting this phase will make you suffer from joint problems for
many years to come. Timely action will help avoid serious consequences.
Joint swelling and stiffness

The next phase of bleeding causes swelling and stiffness in your joints.
Movement becomes uncomfortable, and the range of motion decreases.

This symptom frequently occurs in the joints of your knees, elbows,
and ankles. If it repeats regularly, it will seriously impair your ability to
move.

An evening drink slips
easily into social plans,
stress relief or daily habit.
But inside the body, the

Alcohol does not switch off
once the glass is empty. It
continues to affect your sys-
tem in ways that are often
silent and easy to

Dr Amish Vora, Director-
Medical Oncology, H.O.P.E
New Delhi,
shared his expert take on the

One year of regular drinking
What it really does to your liver

metabolising alcohol,
whereby a toxic byproduct

subject. The liver, which
works as the body’s natural

filter, carries the biggest known as acetaldehyde is
burden. It processes every- formed.

very different. thing you consume, includ- This compound damages
ing alcohol, without com- liver cells and triggers
plaint. The problem is thatit inflammation.
also absorbs the damage Over time, repeated
quietly. By the time symp- exposure weakens the

toms appear, the impact is
often already significant.
Why is the liver most
affected?
The liver assumes an
important  function in

liver’s ability to function
properly. Since the organ
does not send clear early
warning signals, this dam-
age can build up without
you realising it.



