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Militia kill at least 69 in
northeast of DR Congo

BUNIA. (Agency)

A militia attack killed at least 69 people in Ituri
province in the troubled northeast of the Democratic
Republic of Congo, local and security sources told
AFP Saturday.It was just the latest in a series of
attacks in Ituri, a gold-rich province that borders
Uganda which has suffered years of deadly
conflict. Armed men affiliated with the Codeco
militia (Cooperative for the Development of Congo)
carried out the attack at the end of April, said the
sources.The lack of security in the zone because of
the continued presence of Codeco fighters delayed
the recovery of the bodies for several days, they
added.Security sources put the toll at 69 dead but a
local civil protection official, Dieudonne Losa, told
AFP that more than 70 people had been killed.

The Codeco militia claims to defend the rights of the
mainly farming Lendu community, notably against
the mainly pastoral Hema community. Another armed
group active in the province, the Convention for the
Popular Revolution (CRP), says it fights for the
Hema community. They are just two of several armed
groups active in the area, which also include the
Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), a group formed by
former Ugandan rebels that has pledged allegiance to
the Islamic State group (IS).Local and security
sources on Thursday said ADF fighters killed at least
36 people in two days of attacks in Ituri and North
Kivu.Since 2021, the Ugandan army has, alongside
the Congolese military, been deployed in the northern
part of North Kivu and in Ituri to fight the ADF.

The Congolese army sometimes uses Codeco as an
auxiliary force.Earlier on Saturday, the UN mission
in the Democratic Republic of Congo warned of a
"deadly" wave of attacks in the country's restive east
targeting civilians.

Faint Meow In Mississippi
Tornado Rubble Leads To
Stunning Rescue

Mississippi.(Agency)

As storm chaser Ashton Lemley picked his way
through a tornado-ravaged Mississippi trailer park,
he heard the unmistakable meow of a kitten pierce the
predawn darkness.The homes were flattened just
hours earlier as storms spawned at least three
tornadoes across the bottom half of Mississippi,
injuring a dozen at the trailer park in the rural
community of Bogue Chitto.

Lemley had no idea where the kitten was, but he was
determined to find it. After a few minutes, the
meowing stopped, and Lemley feared the worst.

Then, five minutes later, he heard it again.

“I said, ‘Oh, he's still alive!” Lemley told The
Associated Press on Thursday.Lemley quickly dug
under insulation from a flattened wall until his
flashlight beam found the kitten — wet, scared and
hiding between two wooden posts.Lemley captured
the moment on video: “Oh my goodness, I found
him!" he says to the camera. "Are you OK? Come
here — it's OK. ... We'll get you cleaned up, baby.
Don't you worry.Lemley held the kitten in his arms
for a few minutes before handing it off to the
commander of the United Cajun Navy, a volunteer
disaster-response group, who dried it off and took it
to safety. Lemley marveled that it didn't appear to be
injured.“I've been in these situations so many times,”
said Lemley, who has been chasing storms since
2010. “I don't try to get overly emotional. But it is
very heartbreaking to see any type of animal or
human go through something like that.”

Israel Built And Defended A
Secret Base In Iraq For Iran
War: Report

World.(Agency)

Israel set up a clandestine military outpost in the Iraqi
desert to support its air campaign against Iran and
launched airstrikes against Iraqi troops who nearly
discovered it, the Wall Street Journal reported on
Saturday, citing people familiar with the matter
including U.S. officials.

Israel built the installation, which housed special forces
and served as a logistical hub for the Israeli air force,
with the knowledge of the U.S. just before the start of
the U.S.-Israeli war against Iran, the newspaper said.
It also included search-and-rescue teams positioned
to assist any downed Israeli pilots, the Journal said.

Reuters could not independently verify the report.
There was no immediate response from the Israeli
prime minister's office to a Reuters request for
comment. The base was almost discovered in early
March after Iraqi state media said a local shepherd

reported unusual military activity, including
helicopter movements in the area.lraqi troops were
dispatched to investigate, but Israeli forces used
airstrikes to keep them at a distance and prevent the
site from being discovered, the paper said, citing one
of the sources.The Journal cited a complaint filed
with the United Nations later in March in which Iraq
said the attack involved foreign forces and airstrikes
and attributed it to the U.S. The WSJ cited a person
familiar with the matter as saying the United States
was not involved in the attack.

Militants detonated a car bomb at a

Three Israeli drone strikes on vehicles

Putin says Ukraine war winding down,
blasts West for backing Kyiv

Moscow and Kyiv traded
accusations of violations,
but no major strikes were
reported, despite continued
drone activity and civilian
casualties on hoth sides.

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (Agency)
Russian President Vladimir Putin on
Saturday said the war in Ukraine was
winding down, slamming Western support
for Kyiv, as the first day of a US-brokered
ceasefire was marked by mutual
accusations of violations.Putin spoke after
telling soldiers at the scaled-down parade
in Moscow that they were fighting an
"aggressive force" in Ukraine, backed by
all of NATO and describing his war goals as
"just".The Russian leader has made the
memory of the Soviet victory over Nazi
Germany in World War II a central

narrative of his 25-year rule and repeatedly
invoked it to justify his Ukraine
offensive.Russian authorities typically
mark the Victory Day parade with pomp
and grandeur. But a spate of Ukrainian
long-range attacks in recent weeks
prompted the Kremlin to ramp up security
measures and downsize this year's
celebrations.When asked after the parade
whether the Western military aid to
Ukraine had gone too far, Putin said: "They
started ratcheting up the confrontation with
Russia, which continues to this day.

"I think it (the conflict) is heading to an end
butit's still a serious matter."

"They spent months waiting for Russia to
suffer a crushing defeat, for its statehood to
collapse. Itdidn't work out.

"And then they got stuck in that groove and
now they can't get out of it," Putin said,
referring to the Western countries.

Putin added he was ready to meet Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky in a third
country only once all conditions for a

After two failed attempts at truces this week
by both Russia and Ukraine, US President
Donald Trump on Friday announced that a
three-day ceasefire between both sides

would come into effect from Saturday.
Moscow and Kyiv traded accusations of
violations, but no major strikes were
reported, despite continued drone activity
and civilian casualties on both sides.
"Hopefully, it is the beginning of the end of a
very long, deadly, and hard fought War,"
Trump posted on his Truth Social network,

The Kremlin said that as of now there were
no plans to prolong the truce.The warring
sides also agreed to swap 1,000 prisoners
each during the truce. But Putin said
Saturday that Russia had not yet received
any proposals from Ukraine on the
exchange.Scaled-down parade

The parade was vastly smaller compared to
previous years, with no military hardware
on display for the first time in nearly two
decades and only a handful of foreign
dignitaries in attendance -- most of them
leaders of Russia's close allies.

In an address to the parade, attended by
Russian military units as well as soldiers
from North Korea, Putin invoked the
Soviet victory to rally support for his army
in Ukraine."The great feat of the generation
of victors inspires the soldiers carrying out
the goals of the special military operation
today," Putin said."They are confronting an
aggressive force armed and supported by
the entire NATO bloc. And despite this, our
heroes move forward," he said."l firmly

potential peace agreement were
settled.Ceasefire violations

adding

Car bomb attack on checkpoint kills

at least 12

PESHAWAR.(Agency)

checkpoint in northwestern Pakistan
and opened fire on police, killing at
least 12 and wounding five, officials
said on Sunday."Lastnight in the Fateh
Khel area of Bannu, a suicide bomber
rammed an explosives-laden vehicle
into a police checkpoint, after which
multiple militants entered the post,"
Bannu police official Muhammad
Sajjad Khan told AFP.He said that 12
officers were confirmed dead with one
more missing, the latest attack in the
border province of Khyber

militancy that has strained ties
between Islamabad and Kabul.

Gunmen stormed the police checkpost
after the car blast,
according to officials who said they

3 also used small drones in the attack.
Pakhtunkhwa during a wave of "During the assault, the militants used

quadcopters along with heavy
weaponry," a senior administrative

in northwest Pakistan

official in Bannu told AFP on condition
of anonymity."In addition, while
retreating, the attackers took police
personnel and weapons
from the station with them,"
he added.Bannu has been
gripped in recent years by
militant activity that has
grown across Pakistan's
border regions.The Taliban
government in Kabul denies
Pakistan's accusations that
Afghan territory is a safe
harbour for militants, but
the frosty relationship has
spiralled into deadly armed conflict,
including Pakistani airstrikes on cities
in Afghanistan in recent months.

opening fire,

Israeli drone strikes near Beirut kill four,
southern airstrikes kill at least 13

BEIRUT.(Agency)

just south of Beirut on Saturday killed

four people while a series of airstrikes

on southern Lebanon killed at least 13,

including a man and his 12-year-old

daughter, state media and the Health

Ministry said.The three drone strikes

south of Beirut marked another |,
escalation since a ceasefire between
Israel and Hezbollah went into effect |
onApril 17. Both Israel and Hezbollah
have continued their daily attacks
despite the truce.On Wednesday night,

Israel's air force carried out an
airstrike on a southern suburb in which
Israel said it killed a senior Hezbollah
military official. It was the first strike
near the capital since the ceasefire was
reached.Two of the strikes on Saturday
took place on the highway linking
Beirut with the southern port city of
Sidon in which several people were
wounded, while the third happened on
a road leading to Lebanon's Chouf
region Kkilling three, the state-run
National News Agency said.An
Associated Press journalist at the scene
saw a dead body on the highway in the
town of Saadiyat.The Health Ministry
said an Israeli airstrike on the southern
village of Saksakiyeh killed at least

seven, including a child, and wounded
15. The ministry said this was an initial
count.The agency reported strikes in
southern Lebanon, including one on
the village of Bourj Rahhal that killed
three and another in Maifadoun that
killed one.The Health Ministry,
meanwhile, said three Israeli drone

strikes killed a Syrian man who was
riding a motorcycle with his 12-year-
old daughter in the city of Nabatiyeh.

The ministry said that after the initial
strike, the man and his daughter
managed to move away from the site
only to be attacked again by the drone
instantly killing the man. The girl then
moved about 100 meters (yards) away
and was hit again by the drone after she
had been already wounded. The girl
later died in a hospital, NN A said.

"The Ministry of Public Health

denounces this barbaric targeting and
the deliberate violence against
civilians and children in Lebanon," the
ministry said in its statement added
that the strike marks an ongoing series
"of grave violations of International
Humanitarian Law."The Israeli
military said Hezbollah fired explosive
drones into Israel near the border
with Lebanon adding that three
soldiers were wounded, one of
them seriously, in one of the
attacks. It added that Hezbollah
fired drones inside Lebanon as
well in which one hit an Israeli
vehicle without inflicting
casualties.
Hezbollah claimed several attacks
inside Lebanon as well as firing a
drone at an Israeli military post in the
northern town of Misgav Am.The
latest war between Israel and
Hezbollah began on March 2, when
Hezbollah fired rockets into northern
Israel, two days after the United States
and Israel launched a war on
Hezbollah's main backer, Iran. Israel
has since carried out hundreds of
airstrikes and launched a ground
invasion of southern Lebanon,
capturing dozens of towns and villages
along the border.

the ceasefire would be
accompanied by a prisoner exchange.

believe that our cause is just," he added
later.

Iran warns US against attacks
on its ol tankers, other ships
but ceasefire appears to hold

JAKARTA.(Agency)

Iran's Revolutionary Guard navy on Saturday warned
that any attack on Iranian oil tankers or commercial
vessels would be met with a "heavy assault" on one of
the US bases in the region and enemy ships, even as a
tenuous ceasefire appeared to be holding.

Iranian state TV reported the warning a day after the
United States struck two Iranian oil tankers, casting
doubt on the month-old ceasefire that the US has
insisted is still in effect. The US military said the
tankers were trying to breach its blockade of Iran's
ports.Meanwhile Bahrain, which hosts the US Navy's
regional headquarters, said it arrested dozens of
people it alleged had links to Iran's Revolutionary
Guard.

Washington awaits Iran's response to its latest proposal
for a deal to end the war, reopen the Strait of Hormuz
to shipping and roll back Tehran's disputed nuclear
program. And Russian President Vladimir Putin said
Moscow's proposal to take enriched uranium from
Iran to help negotiate a settlement remains on the table.

Bahrain says arrests were linked to Guard funding
attemptBahrain said it had arrested 41 people it said
are part of a group affiliated with the Revolutionary
Guard. The interior ministry said investigations
confirmed they were in contact with the Guard and
collected funds "with the aim of sending them to Iran"
to support its "terrorist operations."

The small Persian Gulfisland is led by a Sunni Muslim
monarchy but, like Iran, has a majority Shiite
population. Rights groups have said the kingdom has
used the war between Iran and the US, which bases its
Fifth Fleet in Bahrain, as an excuse to crack down on
dissent.Iran issued a warning to Bahrain: "Siding with
the U.S.-backed resolution will bring severe
consequences. The Strait of Hormuz is a vital lifeline;
do not risk closing it on yourselves FOREVER,"
Ebrahim Azizi, head of the national security
commission of Iran's parliament, said on social media.

Iran has mostly blocked the critical waterway for global
energy since the US and Israel launched the war on
Feb. 28, causing a global spike in fuel prices and
rattling world markets.The US has imposed its own
blockade of Iran's ports. US Central Command said on
Saturday its forces had turned back 58 commercial
ships and "disabled" four since the blockade began
April 13.Britain deploys warship to the Middle East

Britain's defense ministry said it was deploying a
warship to the Middle East to join a potential mission
to protect commercial ships in the Strait of Hormuz
once hostilities end.

Iran's Guards threaten US Mideast sites

as Trump awaits

TEHRAN.(Agency)

Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards
threatened Saturday to target US sites in the
Middle East if its tankers come under fire,
Iranian media reported, as Washington was
left waiting for Tehran's response to its
latest negotiating position."Any attack on
Iranian tankers and commercial vessels
will result in a heavy attack on one of the
American centres in the region and enemy
ships," the Guards said, a day after US
strikes on two Iranian tankers in the Gulf of
Oman.US President Donald Trump had
said on Friday he was expecting Iran's
answer to Washington's latest proposal for a
peace deal "supposedly tonight".But if
Tehran sent Pakistani mediators a response,
there was no public sign of it, and Iran's
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
reportedly questioned the rliability of US
leadership."The recent escalation of
tensions by American forces in the Persian
Gulf and their numerous actions in
violating the ceasefire have added to
suspicions about the motivation and
seriousness of the American side in the path
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Tehran

response

of diplomacy," he said in a call with his
Turkish counterpart, according to Iran's
ISNA news agency.On Friday, a US fighter
jet fired on and disabled two Iranian-
flagged tankers that Washington accused
of challenging its blockade of Iran's ports.
An Iranian military official told local
media the navy had responded with
strikes.That incident followed another
flare-up the night before in the Strait of
Hormuz, the vital international sea lane
that Iran is seeking to control in order to
extract tolls and wield economic leverage
over the United States and its allies.The
US says it is unacceptable for Tehran to
control the key oil route. Washington has
sent Iran, via Pakistani mediators, a
proposal to extend the truce in the Gulf to
allow for talks on a final settlement of the
conflict, launched 10 weeks ago with US-
Israeli strikes on Iran. A reporter for French
broadcaster LCI, Margot Haddad, said
Saturday that Trump had told her in a brief
interview he still expected to find out Iran's
answer "very soon".Iran's foreign ministry
spokesman said Friday the proposal was

® @ @«

still "under review".Oil slickTop US
diplomat Marco Rubio met Saturday with
the leader of Qatar, a key intermediary for

&
A

Washington in dialogue with Iran,
discussing "continued close coordination
to deter threats and promote stability and
security across the Middle East," the State
Department said.Qatar's Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani
met the previous day with US Vice
President JD Vance to discuss the
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Pakistani-led efforts to broker a permanent
peace.Iran has attacked sites in Qatar
during the war, pointing to the wealthy
emirate's role as host of a major US air
base.Meanwhile, satellite images have
shown an apparent oil slick spreading off
the coast of Iran's Kharg Island, a key oil
export terminal for the Islamic republic.It
was not immediately clear what caused
the apparent spill, which was off the
island's west coast and appeared to cover
more than 20 square miles (52 square
kilometres), according to global monitor
Orbital EOS.A UK-based non-
governmental organisation, the Conflict
and Environment Observatory, told AFP
that by Saturday the slick was "much
reduced", and may have been caused by
leaking oil infrastructure.Kharg Island is at
the heart of Iran's oil export industry, a
lynchpin of'its battered economy, and lies in
the Gulf far north of the narrow Strait of
Hormuz.Following the start of the war on
February 28, Iran largely closed the strait,
throwing global markets into turmoil and
driving up oil prices.
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Free Electricity, Anti-Drug Drive, Women’s Safety:
Vijay Begins Tamil Nadu Rule

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay hit
the ground running on his
first day in office, unveiling
a string of populist and gov-
ernance-focused  measures
moments after taking oath on
Sunday.

In his first major decisions
as chief minister, Vijay an-
nounced 200 units of free
electricity for households,
the formation of a special
task force to crack down on
drug networks, and a dedi-
cated women’s safety force
along with a helpline aimed
at strengthening security for
women across the state.

The TVK chief said his ad-
ministration would prioritise
education, healthcare, water
supply, and welfare schemes
for farmers and fishermen.
“Farmers and fishermen will
be taken care of. All will be

good,” Vijay said while ad-
dressing supporters after the
swearing-in ceremony.

‘I Know Poverty and Hun-
ger’

In an emotional speech, Vi-
jay spoke about his modest
upbringing and positioned
himself as a leader who un-
derstands the struggles of or-
dinary citizens.

“An assistant director’s son
has now become chief min-
ister. I know poverty and
hunger. I did not come from a
royal family. I faced hardships
and humiliation,” he said.
Calling himself “a son and
brother of the people;,” Vijay
thanked voters for placing
their trust in him and his
party.

Sharp Attack on DMK

The newly sworn-in chief
minister also launched a blis-
tering attack on the outgoing

Dravida Munnetra Kazhag-
am government, accusing it
of leaving the state burdened
with massive debt.

“The DMK emptied the state
coffers. We inherited a debt
of 10 lakh crore. We will

not allow public money to be
looted,” Vijay asserted.

He promised that his govern-
ment would usher in a “new
era of secular and social jus-
tice politics” in Tamil Nadu.
Alliance Support Helped

TVK Form Government
Vijay expressed gratitude to
alliance partners, including
Rahul Gandhi, for supporting
the formation of the new gov-
ernment after a closely fought
election.

Though Tamilaga Vettri Ka-
zhagam emerged as the sin-
gle-largest party, it initially
fell short of the majority mark
in the 234-member Assembly.
The party later secured back-
ing from the Indian National
Congress, Communist Party
of India, Communist Party
of India (Marxist), Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi and In-
dian Union Muslim League,
taking the alliance strength to
120 seats.

The victory marks Tamil Na-
du’s first government in near-
ly six decades led by a party
outside the traditional Drav-
ida Munnetra Kazhagam and
All India Anna Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam dominance.
Vijay’s government is now set
to face its first crucial test in
the Assembly, where it must
prove its majority before May
13.

New Delhi to Host 4th India-Africa
Forum Summit on May 31

New Delhi: India is set to host the 4th India-Africa Forum
Summit in the national capital on May 31, with several Af-
rican Heads of State and Heads of Government expected to
participate in the high-level gathering.

The summit will be preceded by senior officials’ meetings
on May 28 and a Foreign Ministers’ meeting on May 29.
Discussions are expected to focus on strengthening co-
operation in trade, defence, energy, critical minerals, ag-
riculture, healthcare, education, climate action, space and
emerging technologies.

Officials said a joint declaration will be adopted at the end
of the summit, outlining a roadmap aimed at aligning In-
dia’s vision of becoming a developed nation by 2047 with
Africa’s Agenda 2063. India has expanded its diplomatic
presence to 46 African countries, opened 17 new missions
since 2018, and extended over $10 billion in credit lines to
41 African nations. Bilateral trade currently stands at near-
ly $85 billion, making India Africa’s fourth-largest trading
partner. India has also deepened ties in renewable energy,
digital cooperation, maritime security and defence, while
contributing around 5,000 peacekeepers to UN missions
across Africa.

The last India-Africa Forum Summit was held in New Del-
hi in 2015.

DPS Bokaro to Host 4th District Yogasana
Championship from May 16

Bokaro: Delhi Public School Bokaro is set to host the 4th
Bokaro District Yogasana Championship 2026 on May 16
and 17 under the aegis of the Bokaro District Yogasana
Sport Association.

The two-day event will bring together students, yoga clubs
and independent participants from across the district.
Competitions will be held in multiple categories, includ-
ing Surya Namaskar, Traditional Yogasana, Artistic Yoga,
Rhythmic Pair and balance events across various age
groups. Registrations are open till May 14 through online
and offline modes. Organizers expect over 500 participants
this year, higher than last year’s turnout of 400.

A preparatory meeting chaired by DPS Bokaro Principal
Dr. A. S. Gangwar reviewed arrangements for the cham-
pionship. Emphasizing yoga’s growing role, Dr. Gangwar
said the discipline is emerging as a major competitive sport
among youth while promoting fitness and holistic devel-
opment. Winners of the district meet will qualify for the
upcoming state-level Yogasana Championship.

Vijay Takes Oath as Tamil Nadu CM, Ends 60-Year
DMK-AIADMK Political Era

Chennai: Chennai: Actor-
turned-politician C. Joseph
Vijay was sworn in as the
new Chief Minister of Ta-
mil Nadu on Sunday, mark-
ing a dramatic political
shift in the state and end-
ing nearly 60 years of alter-
nating rule by the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam and
the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam.
Senior Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi attended the
swearing-in ceremony, un-
derscoring the significance
of the political transition
and the alliance backing
the new government.

“I Am a Common Man”:
Vijay’s First Address

In his maiden speech as
Chief Minister, Vijay pro-
jected himself as a grass-
roots leader with no po-
litical inheritance, saying
the people accepted him
because he did not belong
to any “royal family” or po-
litical dynasty.

Promising transparent and
accountable  governance,
the TVK chief said his ad-

ministration would focus
on delivering “real, secular
and social justice” with-
out misleading the public
through unrealistic prom-
ises.

“I will not deceive people
with false assurances,” Vi-
jay declared, while urging
citizens to give his govern-
ment reasonable time to
prove itself.

“Only One Power Centre”
In a strong political mes-
sage aimed at both allies
and critics, Vijay asserted
that his government would
function under a single au-
thority.

“There will be no power
centre other than me. I

will be the only centre of
power,” he said, signalling
that the Tamilaga Vettri

Kazhagam government
would operate indepen-
dently despite relying on
alliance support to secure
a majority.

The remark is being viewed
as an attempt to reassure
supporters that the new
administration will not
be controlled by coalition
pressures.

Five Days of Negotiations
to Form Government

The 51-year-old leader
reached the  majority
mark after five days of in-
tense negotiations and
four rounds of meetings

with Governor Rajendra

Vishwanath Arlekar.

TVK emerged as the single

largest force in the Assem-

bly elections with 108 seats

in the 234-member House,

falling short of the halfway

mark of 118.

Vijay eventually secured

enough backing from al-

liance partners to stake

claim to form the govern-

ment.

Alliance Pushes TVK Past

Majority

The TVK-led coalition re-

ceived support from:

o Indian National Con-
gress — 5 MLAs

o Viduthalai Chiruthai-
gal Katchi - 2 MLAs

o  Communist Party of
India - 2 MLAs

o Communist Party of
India (Marxist) - 2
MLAs

o Indian Union Muslim
League - 2 MLAs

Since Vijay won from two

constituencies and is ex-

pected to vacate one seat,

the alliance strength cur-

rently stands at 120 MLAs.

Yamaha Brings Track Racing Thrill to Gurugram Riders

Gurugram: India Yama-
ha Motor organized an
adrenaline-filled ~ Track
Day event at the F9 Go
Karting Track in Guru-
gram, offering Yamaha en-
thusiasts a taste of profes-
sional circuit riding under
its “The Call of The Blue”
campaign.

The event drew more than
350 Yamaha fans and over
200 motorcycle own-
ers from Gurugram and
the NCR region. Riders
of Yamaha’s popular R15
and MT-15 models expe-

rienced track riding in a

controlled  environment
while learning key racing
techniques such as body
positioning, throttle con-

trol, racing lines and brak-
ing skills during expert-
led sessions.

The venue also featured
Yamaha merchandise dis-

plays and dedicated photo
zones, adding to the festive
atmosphere. Through the
initiative, Yamaha aimed
to strengthen its racing-
focused brand identity
and deepen engagement
with its rider community.

The company said “The
Call of The Blue Track
Day Activity” is part of its
broader effort to connect
with biking enthusiasts
across India through expe-
riential events and perfor-
mance-oriented products.

India, Trinidad & Tobago Ink
8 Key Pacts

News Desk: India and Trinidad and Tobago signed eight
major agreements spanning tourism, healthcare, infrastruc-
ture, Ayurveda and renewable energy during External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s two-day visit to the Caribbean
nation, giving fresh momentum to bilateral ties.

According to India’s Ministry of External Affairs, the
agreements include projects for solarisation of Trinidad
and Tobago’s Ministry of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs
building, vector control initiatives, infrastructure develop-
ment at Nelson Island — where Indian immigrants were
first housed — and the establishment of an Indian Chair on
Ayurveda at the University of the West Indies.

During the visit, Dr Jaishankar held wide-ranging discus-
sions with Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar and sen-
ior leaders on expanding cooperation in infrastructure, se-
curity, forensics, healthcare and capacity building. The two
sides also reviewed progress on commitments announced
during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Trinidad
and Tobago last year.

Both countries reaffirmed stronger coordination in regional
and multilateral forums, particularly on issues concerning
the Global South.

In a major outreach initiative, Dr Jaishankar handed over
the first batch of 2,000 laptops to schoolchildren in the pres-
ence of Prime Minister Persad-Bissessar. He also inaugu-
rated an agro-processing facility supported by machinery
worth one million dollars provided by India last year.

The Indian minister, along with Prime Minister Persad-Bis-
sessar, jointly inaugurated Trinidad and Tobago’s National
Prosthetics Centre in Penal, marking a significant step in
healthcare collaboration between the two nations.

Dr Jaishankar also visited the Parliament of Trinidad and
Tobago, where Prime Minister Persad-Bissessar delivered a
special statement in his honour.

Highlighting the deep cultural and historical ties between
the two countries, the minister paid tributes at the bust of
Mahatma Gandhi at the Mahatma Gandhi Institute for Cul-
tural Cooperation and visited the Dattatreya Mandir and the
iconic Hanuman Murti in Central Trinidad.

India’s External Affairs Ministry said the visit has injected
fresh energy into India-Trinidad and Tobago relations and
reinforced New Delhi’s engagement with the Caribbean re-
gion.

‘Radiant CV’ Summer Camp Concludes at
Chinmaya Vidyalaya Bokaro

Bokaro: The three-day ‘Radiant CV’ Summer Camp 2026
at Chinmaya Vidyalaya Bokaro concluded on Sunday with
vibrant cultural performances and student presentations
showcasing newly acquired skills.

The closing ceremony featured music, dance and a skit pro-
moting women’s empowerment, followed by students shar-
ing their camp experiences.

Principal Suraj Sharma congratulated the participants and
said the camp plays a vital role in the holistic development
of children by helping them learn practical and creative
skills beyond classroom education.

Around 500 students participated in the camp, receiving
training in sports, music, art, drama, cooking, photography,
videography and Atrtificial Intelligence (Al). Students also
explored basketball, football, badminton, tabla, guitar and
singing under the guidance of more than 40 teachers.

The camp was conducted under the supervision of Nishant
Kumar in the presence of Senior Vice Principal Narmendra
Kumar and Vice Principal Dr. Roshan Sharma.

Dr A.K. Panda Takes Charge as SAIL
Chairman & Managing Director (CMD)

New Delhi: Ashok Kumar Panda on Friday assumed charge
as Chairman and Managing Director of Steel Authority of
India Limited (SAIL). Before this appointment, Dr Panda
served as Director (Finance) and also held the additional
charge of Director (Commercial) for nearly nine months.

‘Time of Crisis’: PM Modi Urges Indians to Avoid Gold,
Fuel

PM Modi’s Key Appeals to
Citizens

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi made a sweeping
appeal for economic self-
reliance, sustainable living
and reduced import de-
pendency while addressing
a massive public gathering
in Hyderabad. Framing the
moment as a “time of crisis,
Modi urged citizens to adopt
lifestyle changes that could
strengthen India’s economy
and conserve foreign ex-
change reserves.

The Prime Minister’s speech
focused on reducing luxury
imports, cutting fuel con-
sumption, promoting local
products and encourag-
ing sustainable agricultural
practices.

‘Do Not Buy Gold for One
Year’

In one of his strongest ap-
peals, PM Modi urged peo-
ple to avoid purchasing
gold for weddings and cer-
emonies for at least one year,
saying India spends huge
amounts of foreign exchange

Work From Home & Save

on gold imports annually.

“I would appeal to people
not to buy gold for weddings
for one year;” Modi told the
gathering, stressing the need
for economic restraint and
national responsibility.

‘We Do Not Have Big-Big
Oil Wells’

Highlighting India’s depend-
ence on imported crude oil,
the Prime Minister remind-
ed citizens that the country
lacks massive natural oil
reserves and therefore must
reduce fuel consumption
wherever possible.

“Our country do not have
big-big oil wells, he re-
marked while calling for re-
sponsible energy usage.
Appeal to Reduce Petrol
and Diesel Consumption
PM Modi encouraged people
to rely more on metro rail
systems and public transport
to reduce petrol and diesel
consumption.

“Reduce petrol and diesel
consumption by using met-

ros. It will save foreign ex-
change,” he said.

The Prime Minister also
appealed for greater use of
electric vehicles and shared
transport systems.

“If we must use a car, then
we should try to carpool. Use
Electric Vehicles,” he added.
‘Prioritise ~Work From
Home’

In a push to reduce urban
traffic, fuel usage and pollu-
tion, Modi urged companies
and employees to prioritise
Work From Home wherever
feasible.

He said remote working

could significantly reduce
fuel consumption and ease
pressure on city infrastruc-
ture.

PM Modi Urges Citizens to
Postpone Foreign Travel
The Prime Minister also ap-
pealed to citizens to post-
pone non-essential foreign
travel for at least a year and
instead spend within the
country to strengthen the
domestic economy and tour-
ism sector.

“Postpone travelling abroad
for at least a year;” he urged.
Call for Healthier and Eco-
nomical Food Habits

Modi appealed to people to
reduce edible oil consump-
tion, linking it both to per-
sonal health and economic

savings.
“Reduce edible oil consump-
tion for both economic

health and personal health,
he said, noting India’s heavy
dependence on imported ed-
ible oils.

Push for Sustainable Farm-
ing Practices

Addressing  farmers, the
Prime Minister called for a
50 per cent reduction in the
use of chemical fertilisers
and encouraged the adop-
tion of sustainable agricul-
tural methods.

He also advocated the use
of solar-powered irrigation
pumps instead of diesel-op-
erated pumps in agriculture
to reduce fuel dependency
and promote renewable en-
ergy in villages.

‘Prioritise Made-in-India
Products’

Reiterating the Centre’s self-

@ D

reliance push, Modi urged
citizens to support indig-
enous manufacturing and
local businesses.

“Prioritise ~ Made-in-India
and locally manufactured
products,” he said, adding
that every purchase made by
citizens could contribute to
employment generation and
economic growth.

Massive Turnout at Hy-
derabad Event

The Hyderabad rally wit-
nessed a huge turnout and
extensive security arrange-
ments, with BJP leaders pro-
jecting the event as a major
outreach programme cen-
tred on economic national-
ism, sustainability and self-
reliance.

The Prime Minister de-
scribed the movement as
a collective national effort
to secure Indias long-term
economic future through re-
sponsible consumption and
domestic production.

« Do not buy gold for weddings for one

year

» Postpone foreign travel for at least one
year

o Prioritise Work From Home wherever
possible

» Reduce petrol and diesel consumption
by using metros and public transport

» Use Electric Vehicles and adopt carpool-
ing

» Cut edible oil consumption for better
economic and personal health

o Prefer Made-in-India and locally manu-
factured products

» Reduce use of chemical fertilisers by
50%

» Adopt solar-powered irrigation pumps
instead of diesel pumps in agriculture

» Save foreign exchange by reducing de-
pendence on imported fuel and goods
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Parasite, can dump allies anytime for gain

PM slams Congress over ditching DMK

»PM Modi said the

Congress's "lust for power"

led it to backstab the DMK

despite the Dravida

Munnetra Kazhagam

repeatedly supporting it

during crises over three

decades. He added that the

DMK had aided the Congress

during UPA-1 and UPA-2,

but was now beinq betrayed

as political circumstances

changed.

New Delhi.(Agency)
==

none hand, Vijay took oath as

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister

alongside his new ally Rahul
Gandhi in Chennai. At the same time,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
while addressing BJP workers in
neighbouring Karnataka, took a
swipe at the Congress, calling it
“parasitic” in nature. Referring to
the Congress’s decision to dump its
long-time ally DMK in favour of
TVK, PM Modi said in Bengaluru,
“It has turned into a parasitic party.
They are fighting over looted
money. At the first opportunity, it is
ready to ditch its own ally. There is
no party that the Congress has not
backstabbed.” Citing instances when
the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
had helped the Congress overcome
crises over the past three decades,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said

the Congress’s “lust for power” had
led it to backstab its ally. PM Modi
also said the DMK had pulled the
Congress out of trouble several times
during the UPA-1 and UPA-2 years,
but was now being betrayed after the
“political winds shifted.”

Stepping up his attack on Congress,
PM Modi slammed the party for
failing to deliver good governance in
Karnataka because of its internal
power struggle and of betraying
people. He also said a "saffron sun"

was rising from Bengaluru as the
BJP's political reach expanded across
the country. Addressing a large
gathering of BJP workers, PM Modi
presented the BJP-led NDA as a
symbol of political stability and
development, and contrasted it with
what he described as the Congress's
"politics of betrayal" and
administrative failure in states
ruled by the party. Referring to
Karnataka, the Prime Minister said
the state government had spent
more time dealing with its internal
disputes than addressing public
issues. "For the past three years in
Karnataka, instead of resolving
people's problems, most of the
government's time here has been
spent resolving internal conflicts.
The Congress government remained
gripped by uncertainty over
leadership and power-sharing
arrangements," he said.

Vande Mataram: Ujay does one better than BJP

move. At today's ceremony, Vande Mataram was sung before the national anthem in the presence of Rahul Gandhi and Vijay, who shared the stage together.

. The Narendra Modi government's directive on the national song in February had triggered a major political row, with Opposition parties sharply criticising the

New Delhi.(Agency)
Months after the Centre issued fresh guidelines

together. The state song Tamil Thai Valthu was
played at the end, following Vande Mataram and
Jana Gana Mana, in that order.

Minister Mamata Banerjee had called the
directive an insult to Rabindranath Tagore,
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One-vote TN shocker heads to

court: DMK ex-minister moves
HC to stop TVK MLA's oath

New Delhi.(Agency)

In a dramatic sequel to one of Tamil Nadu’s closest-ever electoral
contests, former DMK minister KR Periyakaruppan has moved the
Madras High Court after losing the Tiruppattur Assembly seat to
Seenivasa Sethupathy by just a single vote.

The Madras High Court is set to hold a rare special sitting on Sunday
to hear Periyakaruppan’s plea, underscoring the extraordinary
nature of the case. The senior DMK leader has sought an interim
injunction restraining the newly elected TVK MLA from taking
oath or participating in any legislative proceedings until the petition
is decided.

ADDING TO THE

DRAMA, A VOTE
FROM MUSCAT
The tiruppattur-one-
vote-loss-muscat-
voter-tvk-vijay-
tamil-nadu-dmk-
2906757-2026-05-
0 5 "

mandating the rendition of the full six-stanza
version of Vande Mataram, the song was played

in full at Vijay’s swearing-in ceremony
before the national anthem, in line with the
Union Home Ministry’s directive.

Interestingly, the song, penned by renowned
Bengali author Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay in 1882, was not played at
the Bengal Chief Minister’s swearing-in
ceremony on Saturday, where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and several other Union
ministers were present at Kolkata’s Brigade
Parade Ground.

The Narendra Modi government’s directive
on the national song in January had
triggered a major political row, with

Following the election results in four states,

arguing that the national anthem, written by

including Bengal and Tamil Nadu, the Union

Tagore,

should not be played after Vande
Mataram.

The MHA directive, dated January 28, also
notified that all the six stanzas that were
part of the original Vande Mataram
should be sung at official functions. This
marked a departure from the practice of
singing only the two stanzas adopted by
the Constituent Assembly in 1950.

The decision also did not go down well
with the Congress, with the Grand Old
Party saying the move went against a
decision taken during its 1937 session on
the advice of Rabindranath Tagore to
remain sensitive to the sentiments of
different communities and religions.

Opposition parties led by the Indian National
Congress sharply criticising the move. At
today’s ceremony, Vande Mataram was sung
before the national anthem in the presence of
Rahul Gandhi and Vijay, who shared the stage

Cabinet led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
approved a proposal to grant the national song
Vande Mataram a status equal to the national
anthem Jana Gana Mana.

Back in February, then West Bengal Chief

Amid the row, Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge said he found it “deeply ironic that those
who today claim to be the guardians of
nationalism have never sung ‘Vande
Mataram’...”

Himanta Sarma To Take Oath For 2nd Term
As Assam Chief Minister On May 12

Himanta Biswa Sarma will take the oath as the Chief Minister on May 12, along with
members of his new Council of Ministers.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Himanta Biswa Sarma is set to become the
Chief Minister of Assam for a second
consecutive term after being elected as the
leader of the BJP-led NDA in the state
assembly on Sunday, following the alliance's
sweeping victory in the elections.

Sarma will take the oath as the Chief Minister
on May 12, along with members of his new

Council of Ministers.

The BJP-led National Democratic Alliance

(NDA) returned to power for a third

consecutive term in the 126-member Assam

Legislative Assembly, securing a two-thirds
majority. The BJP emerged as the dominant
force with 82 seats, while its allies, the Asom

Gana Parishad (AGP) and the Bodoland
People's Front (BPF), won 10 seats each, taking
the NDA's total to 102 seats. Union minister JP
Nadda said eight BJP legislators proposed

Sarma's name as the legislature party
leader. Nadda, in a post on X, congratulated
Sarma on being elected leader of the BJP
and NDA Legislature Party.

"l extend my heartfelt congratulations and
best wishes to Shri @himantabiswa Ji on
being elected as the leader of the BJP and
NDA Legislature Party. The people of
Assam have given their blessings for the
third consecutive time to development,
stability, and public welfare. Under the
leadership of the Hon'ble Prime Minister
Shri @narendramodi Ji, the double-engine

government will play an important role in

building a 'Viksit Bharat' while realizing the
resolve of 'Viksit Assam'," he wrote.

target="_self">one-

vote upset gained
even more attention after a voter from Muscat claimed he had flown
all the way to Tamil Nadu specifically to cast his ballot for Vijay’s
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK).

Manikandan Sivanantham, a voter from Tiruppattur constituency in
Sivaganga district, posted on social media that he was “proud” to
have travelled from Muscat to vote, noting that the margin of
victory was exactly one vote, raising the possibility that his ballot
may have changed the outcome.

Genuine products, fully legal:
Company linked to Punjab

minister after ED raid
—

The ED is reportedly investigating alleged bogus mobile
phone exports worth around Rs 157 crore, possible violations
of foreign exchange regulations, and transactions linked to
Hampton Sky Realty Limited, bank accounts and other
business dealings.

I
Chandigarh.(Agency)

The Enforcement Directorate’s action against premises linked to
Punjab cabinet minister Sanjeev Arora has triggered a fresh
political storm in the state, with a company associated with the case
strongly denying allegations of fake mobile phone exports and
financial irregularities.

In an official statement issued on May 9, Hampton Sky Realty
Limited said all exported mobile phones were genuine products
whose IMEI numbers had already been independently verified
through customs and global manufacturer databases.

The ED is reportedly investigating alleged bogus mobile phone
exports worth around Rs 157 crore, possible violations of foreign
exchange regulations, and
transactions linked to
Hampton Sky Realty
Limited, bank accounts and
other business dealings.

However, the company
claimed the exports were
fully legitimate and part of
India’s rapidly growing
mobile export sector under
the Centre’s “Make in India” and Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) schemes.

In its press statement, the company said it entered the mobile phone
export business in May 2023 and exported more than 44,000
branded devices and accessories, including Apple iPhones,
AirPods, Samsung and OnePlus handsets.

The company stated that every handset exported underwent
“multiple statutory verifications”, including customs examination,

IMEI scanning through the Customs ICEGATE system and cross-
verification by manufacturers such as Apple and Samsung against
global activation databases. It further claimed that many of the
exported devices were activated outside India, which, according to
the firm, proves the exports were genuine.

AKhilesh

raises pitch for \Iﬂtlll!] \IIEI ballot papers

Lucknow.(Agency)

Samajwadi Party (SP) president Akhilesh
Yadav demanded on Saturday that
elections in India be held through ballot
papers and appealed to his party cadres to
get ready to fight against what he called a
“multilayered election mafia” to save the
country’s democracy and Constitution.

Addressing a press conference at the party
headquarters in Lucknow, Akhilesh
asserted that the INDIA alliance will stay
strong in Uttar Pradesh and they will defeat
the BJP with public support. His party’s
demand for casting votes through ballot
papers and their fight to remove electronic
voting machines (EVMs) will continue
even if “it takes years or a century”, the

former chief minister asserted. “The
Samajwadi Party defeated the BJP in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections through
EVMs and will again defeat them
through EVMs. But we will keep
working to get the EVMs removed. The ,

BJP government is picking a hole in the e -&J,H.- |

public’s pockets through smart 5 \-

electricity meters.

The smart metre keeps running even
during a power outage. It has been found |
that these meters can also be operated
through a remote control. If this can
happen with smart meters, why cannot it
not happen with EVMs,” the SP leader
added. Taking an indirect jibe at the RSS,
he said, “The BJP’s unregistered
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companions, who spent their whole lives

doing espionage, create a misleading
atmosphere. In the 2022 UP Assembly
elections, the party conspired to delete the
voters’ names. They submitted to the

Election Commission affidavits of
voters whose names were deleted, but
no action has yet been taken against any
official responsible for this. Now, the
SIR (Special Intensive Revision) has
been introduced to delete votes. The
Samajwadi Party is checking the voter
lists across the state.” The Election
Commission, he alleged, is not sharing
technical information such as the type of
software it uses. “Votes were deleted on
a large scale in West Bengal. Votes were
removed by showing errors. This happened
openly. The BJP is not only looting the
rights of people but it is also looting votes,”
Yadav added. “When Samajwadi Party
comes to power, education for girls from

KG (kindergarten) to PG (postgraduation)
will be free. Our government built a world-
class cancer institute on 100 acres at a cost
of Rs 1,000 crore. In a Samajwadi Party
government, cancer treatment will be
made free,” he said.

The Noida International Airport was
inaugurated for selling the aviation facility,
he claimed. “The BJP and industrialists
have formed a gang. This party has cheated
and looted people in the name of smart
metres. This government did not generate
electricity. It did not increase production.
More bills were collected through smart
metres. The Samajwadi Party will make
electricity up to 300 units free when it
forms government,” he added.
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Why BJP's wins in
Assam, Bengal matter
for all of Northeast

Somnath’s saga of faith and resilience

Special pujas will be organised at Somnath for the next thousand days

AT the start of 2026, I had gone to Somnath for the

The BJP victory in Assam did not come as a
surprise—at least not to anyone in the Northeast.
The party returned with 82 seats in the Assembly
of 126, giving it a majority on its own. Its allies in
the North East Democratic Alliance, Asom Gana
Parishad and Bodoland People’s Front, won 10
seats each.Many factors ensured this. The
foremost is the persona of Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, and his well-calculated
and calibrated populist agenda whipping up and
capitalising on the inherent Assamese
demographic anxiety of being overwhelmed by
Muslim immigrants from Bangladesh. Whether
this proves to be a boon or a bane for the state and
the region in the long run is a matter of
anticipation.Equally important is the fact that
dislodging a party in power, especially if it is also
in power in New Delhi, has never been easy in the
Northeast. The region today suffers from a
psychology of living on Delhi’s charity, therefore
seeing themselves safer on the right side of the
powers that be at the Centre. The BJP’s victory
was also helped by some high-profile, pre-
election defections—engineered or
otherwise—from its major rival, the Congress.

The Congress was left licking its wounds,
garnering just 19 seats, down 10 seats from its
share in the last election. Even its flag-bearer,
Gaurav Gogoi, lost in his home constituency
Jorhat.While it does seem like a decimation of the
Congress in the state, a little rethink is called for.
The picture is quite different in terms of vote
share. While the BJP won 37.81 percent of the
votes polled, the Congress received 29.84
percent. Though nobody can argue with the
decisive nature of BJP’s win, in terms of the
support base, the margin is not as great as the seat
numbers make it seem.The debate on the pros and
cons of the first-past-the-post electoral system is
for another time. What everyone needs to keep in
sight at this moment is that though victors have
all the right to celebrate their victory, they also
need to display some humility in the knowledge
that citizens on the opposite end of the political
spectrum number almost as many as those who
supported them.The Assam victory is important
for the BJP and its prospect in the Northeast. The
party’s upbeat mood is also bolstered
tremendously by its victory in West Bengal. For
the Northeast, Kolkata offers an important
junction parallel to Guwahati for connectivity to
the rest of the country.So whatever happens in
Bengal has always had very profound impact on
the Northeast as well. This has been so from the
colonial days. Indeed, when the British annexed
Assam in 1826, it was made an extension of
Bengal. Likewise, Curzon’s partition of Bengal
and subsequent reunification had a great bearing
on the politics and psychology of ordinary people
in the Northeast. Not the least, most first-
generation, western-educated pioneers from the
region acquired their degrees from Calcutta and
Dhaka universities, making this connection even
deeper-rooted.How, then, would the BJP victory
in Assam and West Bengal pan out in the rest of
the Northeast is a question all observers of
politics in the region would be asking. The first
thing to remember is that of the region’s seven
states—excluding Sikkim, which is more in West
Bengal’s orbit—the four states of Assam,
Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur are
BJP-ruled today.The remaining three, which are
core Christian states—Meghalaya, Mizoram and
Nagaland—are ruled by regional parties allied
with the BJP. Those alliances are not for any
ideological affinity, but are driven by
transactional considerations of aligning with the
power corridors in Delhi. This profile of the
major political equations in the region is unlikely
to change. What the BJP victory in Assam and
West Bengal has probably done is to ensure this
equation remains secure and intact.

WHEN Anthropic, the San Francisco-based artificial
intelligence (AI) company, announced its new frontier
model on April 7, the news startled governments and
corporations around the world. In pre-release testing,
Claude Mythos had autonomously identified thousands
of previously unknown software flaws — so-called
zero-day vulnerabilities — across every major operating
system and major web browser.More striking still,
Anthropic chose not to release the model publicly.
Mythos was instead made available to roughly 50
partners, including Amazon Web Services, Apple,
Google, Microsoft, JPMorgan Chase and the Linux
Foundation, under an initiative called Project
Glasswing. A week later, OpenAl followed with a
similarly restricted release of GPT-5.4-Cyber, a variant
of'its flagship model trained for defensive cybersecurity
work and limited to vetted users.

The decision by two of the world’s leading Al companies
to withhold their most powerful tools from the public
marks an inflection point. For most of the past three
years, Al laboratories have competed to put new models
in the hands of as many users as possible, as fast as
possible. Now, the same firms are acknowledging that
some capabilities are too dangerous to release without
controls.Itis not hard to see why. Large language models
have advanced remarkably over the past 18 months.
They can draft polished prose, complete in hours
research that once took consultants weeks, identify
candidates for drug discovery, write code and build
production-grade websites and applications. They can
operate autonomously for extended periods. On many
benchmarks, they now approach the performance of
trained professionals.The benefits are real. Al has the
potential to lift productivity in agriculture, broaden the
reach of public health and education, and transform
whole sectors. But the technology is dual-use by design.

Somnath Swabhiman Parv, marking 1,000 years since
the first attack on the Somnath Temple. Now, I will be
back in Somnath on May 11 to mark 75 years since the
inauguration of the restored temple by the then President
of India, Rajendra Prasad. In less than half a year, it is a
privilege to be attending two important milestones
relating to Somnath and its journey from ruin to renewal
or what we describe as from vidhvans to srijan.Somnath
gives us a civilisational message. The vast sea before it
evokes timelessness. The waves tell us that no matter
how fierce the storms or turbulent the tides are, one can
always rise again with dignity and strength. The waves
return to the shore, as though reminding every
generation that the spirit of the people can never be
subdued for long.Our ancient scriptures say:
Prabhasam cha parikramya prithvi-krama-
sambhavama. It means, a pradakshina
(circumambulation) of the divine Prabhasa
(Somnath) is equal to a pradakshina of the whole
earth itself!While people have come here to pray,
they have also experienced the remarkable
continuity of a civilisation whose flame could
never be extinguished. Empires rose and fell, tides
changed, history moved through conquest and
upheaval, yet Somnath continued to endure in our
consciousness. It is time to remember the countless
greats who stood firm in the face of tyranny. There
were Lakulisha and Soma Sarman, who
transformed Prabhasa into a great centre of
philosophy. Chakravarti Maharaja Dharasena IV of
Vallabhi built the Second Temple there centuries
ago. Bhima Deva, Jayapala and Anandapala will

when the spirit of freedom swept across India and the
foundations of a new republic were being laid under the
leadership of towering figures like Sardar Patel, one
thing continued to trouble him deeply — the condition of
Somnath. On November 13, 1947, during Diwali time,
he stood next to the dilapidated ruins of the temple with
seawater in his hands and said, "On this auspicious day of
the (Gujarati) New Year, we have decided that Somnath
should be reconstructed. You, people of Saurashtra,
should do your best. This is a holy task in which all
should participate." On one clarion call of Sardar Patel, it
was not only the people of Gujarat but also the people of
the whole of India who responded enthusiastically.

always be remembered for defending civilisational Unfortunately, fate did not allow Sardar Patel to witness

honour against invasions. It is said that Raja Bhoja too
helped with the reconstruction. Karna Deva and
Siddharaja Jayasimha played a vital role in restoring
Gujarat's political and cultural strength. Bhava
Brihaspati, Kumarapala Solanki and the Pashupata
Acharyas rebuilt and sustained the shrine as a great
centre of worship and learning. Vishaladeva Vaghela and
Tripurantaka protected its intellectual and spiritual
traditions. Mahipaladeva and Ra Khangar were
instrumental in reviving worship after destruction.
Punyashlok Ahilyabai Holkar, whose 300th birth

the fulfilment of the dream he had championed. Before
the restored Somnath Temple could open its doors to
devotees, he had departed from this world. Yet, his
impact continued to be felt across the sacred shores of
Prabhas Patan. His vision was championed by KM
Munshi, ably supported by the Jamsaheb of Nawanagar.

In 1951, when the Temple was complete, it was decided to

call President Rajendra Prasad for the ceremony.
Overcoming objections from the then Prime Minister
Pandit Nehru, Prasad graced the ceremony, thus making
it even more special and historic.

anniversary is being marked, ensured the continuity of MY mind also goes back to October 2001, when I had just

devotion in the most difficult of times. There were the
Gaekwads of Baroda who safeguarded the rights of
pilgrims. And, of course, our soil is blessed to have
nurtured brave personalities like Veer Hamirji Gohil and
Veer Vegdaji Bhil, whose sacrifice and courage have
become a part of Somnath's living memory.In the 1940s,

The reflexive blame game may be politically expedient, but it

PUNIJAB’s twin blasts — first outside a BSF facility

in Jalandhar and then near an Army cantonment in
Amritsar — are too close in time and target to be
dismissed as routine disturbances. Even if low in
intensity, they carry a high strategic message:
India’s security grid is being tested at sensitive
nodes. The confirmation by Punjab DGP Gaurav
Yadav that an improvised explosive device was
used near a military zone underscores the
seriousness of the threat. These are not random
acts; they suggest reconnaissance, planning and a
deliberate attempt to probe vulnerabilities around
defence establishments. Whether the hand behind
them is local, cross-border or an opportunistic mix
of both, the pattern is unmistakable.Equally
troubling is the political reaction. Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has blamed the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) for destabilisation, while the BJP has
accused the state government of security failures. This
reflexive blame game may be politically expedient, but

S PUNJAB FRONTIER €2
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taken over as Chief Minister. On October 31, 2001, the
Jayanti of Sardar Patel, the Gujarat Government had the
honour of organising a programme to mark 50 years
since the Somnath Temple had opened its doors. It also
coincided with the 125th birth anniversary celebrations
of Sardar Patel. The then Prime Minister Atal Bihari

Blasts in Punjab: Low-intensity attacks, high-stakes warning
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it is strategically myopic. Security crises demand
coordination, not confrontation. Punjab’s history

Mythos moment is a wake-up call

Al readiness must become a top-tier priority for qgovernments worldwide

The same capabilities that help defenders find and patch
software flaws can help attackers exploit them.
According to Anthropic’s own published assessment,
engineers with no formal security training were able to
ask Mythos to find remote-code-execution
vulnerabilities overnight, and wake up to a complete
working exploit. The cost of one such chain was under
$2,000.This matters because cybercrime is no longer a
fringe concern. Cybersecurity Ventures, an industry
research firm, estimates that global cybercrime
damages reached $10.5 trillion in 2025 — a figure that,
were cybercrime a country, would make it the world’s
third-largest economy after the United States and
China. More conservative estimates from outlets such
as Cyber Defense Magazine put direct losses in the
$1.2-1.5 trillion range. Either way, Al-driven phishing
campaigns, deepfake fraud and adaptive malware are
already widespread. SoSafe’s 2025 Cybercrime Trends
report found that 87 per cent of global organisations
had experienced an Al-powered cyberattack in the
previous 12 months.The euphoria around ‘vibe coding’
— the recent explosion in amateur software
development enabled by Al — was always going to be
tempered by concerns over its mirror image: vibe
hacking. If cyberattack tools that once required state-
level resources become available at the price of an API
(Application Programming Interface) call, the
asymmetry between attackers and defenders could shift
abruptly.

Whether models such as Mythos will ultimately help
defenders more than attackers is unsettled. Anthropic
argues that controlled access gives defenders a head
start. Independent researchers at AISLE (an Al-native
cybersecurity company) have shown that smaller,
openly available models can already replicate much of
Mythos’ analysis. A more difficult question is whether

the world is comfortable with frontier Al capabilities
being held by a handful of firms — fewer than half a
dozen in the US, with a comparable group in China —
and parcelled out to chosen partners. Open-source Al
has helped diffuse the technology’s benefits globally.
Restrictions, however well-intentioned, risk
entrenching a tech oligopoly, dulling competition and
tempting those in possession of the most powerful
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models to use them against perceived adversaries. The
history of managing dual-use technologies is not
reassuring on this front.A second lesson is that Al
readiness must become a top-tier priority for
governments. That means three capacities at once: to
deploy Al productively across the economy; to research
and develop it domestically; and to govern against
misuse. The mood in some capitals has turned against
regulation, but the global picture is more nuanced. The
European Union is implementing risk-based guardrails

is strategically myopic

Vajpayee and the then Home Minister LK Advani
attended the programme.

During his speech on May 11, 1951, Rajendra Prasad said

that the Somnath Temple proclaimed to the world that
anything built on unparalleled faith and love could not be
destroyed. He expressed hope that this temple would live
in the hearts of people. He also said that the restoration of
the temple was a fulfilment of Sardar Patel's dream. And
taking that spirit forward, it was important that we
restored prosperity to the lives of people. These are
important and inspiring messages.This is the path we
have been walking for over a decade. I consider it my
good fortune that, inspired by the principle of 'Vikas Bhi,
Virasat Bhi', from Somnath to Kashi,
Kamakhya to Kedarnath, Ayodhya to
Ujjain, Trimbakeshwar to Srisailam,
our team has had the opportunity to
equip our spiritual centres with the
latest facilities while at the same time,
preserving their traditional character.
This, along with efforts to improve
connectivity, ensures more people can
visit them. It boosts the local economy,
secures livelihoods and deepens the
spiritof 'Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat.'
The struggles and sacrifices of those who
laid down their lives to protect
Somnath and those who rebuilt it time
and again will never be forgotten.
Countless individuals from different
corners of India contributed to
restoring its glory. They saw every part
of Bharat as sacred, bound together by
a sense of oneness that transcended geography. In a world
often marked by divisions, this spirit of unity is more
relevant than ever. Somnath will continue to stand tall in
all its glory because the sense of unity and shared
civilisational consciousness lives on in the hearts of every
Indian.As a tribute to this, remembering the extraordinary
courage of 1,000 years, special pujas will be organised at
Somnath for the next thousand days. It is gladdening to
see several people donating for these pujas.I urge my
fellow Indians to travel to Somnath in this special time.
When you stand on the shores of Somnath, let its ancient
echoes speak to you. You will not only be overwhelmed
by devotion but also feel the strong pulse of a
civilisational spirit that refuses to fade, that is unbroken
and unyielding. You will experience Bharat's
unconquerable spirit and understand why, despite every
effort, our culture remained undefeated. You will have the
opportunity to behold the vision of eternal triumph. It will

surely be unforgettable.

makes it particularly sensitive to even low-
grade disruptions. The state has, over
decades, built a reputation for resilient
policing and intelligence-led operations. A
spate of recent incidents, including three
blasts in under 10 days, risks denting that
hard-earned credibility. The question is not
merely who is to blame, but whether
intelligence inputs were missed or responses
delayed.

: d The need of the hour is a unified response:
tighter intelligence sharing between Central
and state agencies, immediate security
audits of defence perimeters, and enhanced
surveillance, especially against emerging
threats like drone-based infiltration. Public
reassurance must follow, but without
downplaying risks. These explosions are
warnings, not aberrations. Ignoring their pattern or
politicising their aftermath would be a costly mistake.

through its Al Act. China has moved quickly to address

harms to children, including emotional dependence on

chatbots. The instruments — legislation, executive

guidance or co-regulation with industry — are a

sovereign choice. Stepping away from the responsibility

is not.Finally, Mythos is a reminder that Al does not

respect borders. Its impacts cross jurisdictions at the

speed of light, and so must any credible response. The
release of DeepSeck R1, a powerful open-source
model, from China in January 2025, made it clear
that breakthroughs can come from anywhere.
Common standards for safety, interoperability
and responsible use will not emerge from any
country acting alone.

This is the backdrop for the first Global Dialogue on
Al Governance, which convenes in Geneva on
July 6-7. The Dialogue, established by a
resolution of the United Nations General
Assembly in August 2025, is paired with a new
Independent International Scientific Panel on Al,
tasked with regularly assessing the technology’s
opportunities and risks. Governments, scientists,
civil society and the private sector will, for the
first time, meet at the United Nations to debate
Al’s potential to accelerate development as well
as the risks it poses to safety, security, inclusion,
cultural and linguistic diversity, and human rights.
Building Al capacity in less-developed economies will
be on the agenda too.

The Mythos moment will not be the last of its kind.
Surprise breakthroughs are arriving every few months.
The work of patching vulnerable systems, training
defenders and building shared rules of the road has
barely begun. There is no time to waste — starting with
the weakly protected websites and software that still
hold up much of'the digital economy.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Sanju Samson puts full stop to
CSK captaincy noise: Don't go
to new home with demands

New Delhi. (Agency)

Sanju Samson seems to have put a full stop to
the Chennai Super Kings captaincy rumours
with a simple message. Samson was traded in
from the Rajasthan Royals ahead of the IPL
2026 season in a trade deal worth Rs. 18
Crore, with many feeling he would come into
the team as the new skipper, replacing
Ruturaj Gaikwad.

Pundits have commented on the possibility of
Samson getting the CSK captaincy in the
future, with R Ashwin saying that the
wicketkeeper will be the skipper of the five-
time [PL champions in a few years time.

“I’'m no astrologer, but I do see Sanju
captaining CSK at some stage. I don’t know
when, but I feel it could happen," said

Ashwin.Now, Samson himself has talked
about all the chatter around him and CSK
captaincy. In the latest episode of the Super
Kings podcast,

Samson told Abhinav

Mukund that he didn't want to come to a new
home with a lot of demands

“T already had a team. I was already settled in a
place. So I wanted to come out of there and
join another team. In that kind of transaction,
you can’t actually have demands. Honestly,
when you are trying to get into a new home,
you don’t go there with demands — that’s
what I’ve learned, to be very honest."

"You go there and try to prove your worth. You
try to behave the way you are, perform to the
maximum, and then take things forward from
there," said Samson.

THEMALAYALIETHOS

Samson pointed out to his Malayali roots and
the work ethic of the people from Keralam,
who work in different places around the
globe for many years.

"And there’s another thing as well. Like in
Chennai, there are a lot of people working
from different places. There are many
Malayalis here.

Daniel Dubois shakes off
knockdowns, stops Fahio
Wardley to become two-time
heavyweight champion

MANCHESTER. (Agency)

Daniel Dubois showed up late, got knocked
down early and still beat Fabio Wardley to
become a two-time heavyweight champion
on Saturday.Dubois stopped Wardley in the
11th round to win the WBO heavyweight
title at the Co-op Live arena after reportedly
being delayed by traffic on his arrival.

Wardley dropped Dubois (23-3, 22 KOs) just
10 seconds into the bout with an overhand
right, and again in the third round, but the
former IBF champion rebounded both times
and dominated from there by landing heavy
rights that produced swelling and bleeding
on Wardley's face."l know I've got heart,
bundles of heart, I'm a warrior in there," said
Dubois, whose resolve had been questioned
in the past. "What a great fight, what a great
battle. 'm No. 1 again."

Wardley absorbed blow after blow without
going down before referee Howard Foster
halted the bout early in the 11th.

It's the first professional loss for Wardley (20-
1-1, 19 KOs). He was making his first title
defense.He's a durable guy... a great
warrior," Dubois said. "It was an honor to be
in the ring with him."Dubois lost his IBF belt
to Oleksandr Usyk via a fifth-round
knockout at Wembley Stadium last July. It
was his second loss to Usyk.

Dubois could be on a collision course with
rising star Moses [tauma, who was ringside.
WBO president Gustavo Olivieri has said
after Itauma's demolition of Jermaine
Franklin he'll recommend the British
southpaw become the WBO mandatory
challenger.Frank Warren, the promoter for
both Dubois and Wardley, said in the ring,
however, that there's a rematch clause in the
contract.Usyk holds the WBA, WBC and
IBF belts. The 39-year-old Ukrainian's next
bout is against former kickboxing champion
Rico Verhoeven on May 23 at the Pyramids
of Gizain Egypt.

Chelli stuns Morrell on undercard

London light heavyweight Zak Chelli scored a
big upset by stopping Cuban southpaw
David Morrell in the 10th round.

e @ @ &
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Carried Dhoni's Boost bottle cutout: When
long-haired Muhl left young Samson in awe

Sanju Samson said sharing the
CSK dressing room with MS
Dhoni feels like living a childhood 3

dream. Samson recalled as a kid
he was starstruck by a long-
haired Dhoni and shared how he
carried the cutout of the CSK
legend in his personal diary.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Sanju Samson said he is living every kid's
dream, sharing the CSK dressing room with |

MS Dhoni and recalled being left in awe of

the Indian legend during his childhood. |
Samson has been an ardent fan of Dhoni fora |
long time and has openly talked about

coming to CSK and spending time with the
former Indian captain.During the latest
episode of the Super Kings podcast, Samson

revealed the story about how his fandom of

.."Jh}#\._

Dhoni started. The wicketkeeper said he was
a young kid when he first saw Dhoni play
while sporting his iconic long hair look.“T
was in 4th or 5th standard, very small then. I

Y :"’ "
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remember seeing this guy with long hair

then he kept scoring big runs after that.

From that moment, I became a huge fan of
his," said Samson.Samson revealed that he
became such a big fan of Dhoni, that he
started carrying the cutout of the legendary
wicketkeeper from popular kids drink,
Boost, on his personal diary.

"He was everywhere after that — posters,
media, advertisements. He used to feature
in Boost ads. At home, we used to drink
Boost and there was a sticker on the bottle. I
remember cutting Mahi bhai’s face out
from that sticker and sticking it on my
diary," said Samson.'FEEL FORTUNATE
TO BE HERE'

The CSK star revealed that he frequently
chats with Dhoni and the IPL legend
advises him constantly."From that moment
to where I am now, what more can I say? I
sit with him, talk with him, play games with
him, go to his room and ask him anything I
want. He advises me as well. It’s been a
dream, actually more than a dream. I think
any kid would dream about this and I feel
very fortunate to be here,” said Samson.

walking out to bat for India. He would getout Samson has sored 402 runs in 10 matches

in a couple of games and then suddenly score

a hundred against Pakistan. He scored 18

RCB vs MI Preview: Bengaluru seek answers in
Raipur as Virat Kohli looks to find form

New Delhi. (Agency)

The IPL playoffrace enters a crucial phase on
Sunday with a double-header that could
significantly shape the points table, with
several teams still fighting to secure their
place in the top four. Royal Challengers
Bengaluru will be looking to get their
campaign back on track when they face the
Mumbai Indians at the Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh International Stadium in
Raipur. RCB remain firmly in the playoff
hunt, but recent results have slowed their
momentum at an important stage of the
season. Virat Kohli’s lack of runs has added
to their concerns, especially with Phil
Salt’s injury disrupting the balance at the
top of the order. Mumbai, meanwhile,
appears to be finding rhythm at the right
time and will see this as a chance to
strengthen their own playoff push.

Earlier in the day, Chennai Super Kings will
host Lucknow Super Giants at a packed
Chepauk in another high-stakes contest.
Lucknow head into the clash with renewed
confidence after ending their losing streak
with a big win over RCB, while Chennai
will know another setback could seriously
dent their qualification hopes. With playoff
spots still up for grabs, Sunday promises

two matches with plenty on the line. CAN
MI GET THEIR STARS FIRING
TOGETHER?

Much has been said about the Mumbai Indians

this season, but on paper, they still boast one
of the strongest playing XIs in the
competition. The challenge has been turning

that potential into consistent performances.
Rohit Sharma’s return from injury was a
major boost, with the veteran opener looking
in excellent touch, and Mumbai will hope he
continues to lead the charge with the

bat.Suryakumar Yadav’s inconsistent
returns remain a concern, even though he
has shown in recent games that quick starts
are not the issue. The key may be giving
himself a little more time rather than forcing
the pace too early. Captain Hardik Pandya,
meanwhile, is yet to have the kind of
influence he enjoyed during his Gujarat
Titans stint. Mumbai will need him to step
up as both leader and all-round performer to
keep their playoff hopes firmly alive. But
before all that he would need to prove that he
is fitand ready to play.

IS ATTACK THE BEST DEFENCE FOR

RCB?

Following their defeat in the previous game,

Rajat Patidar said Royal Challengers
Bengaluru did not want to adopt a defensive
mindset. While that intent reflects a positive
approach, T20 cricket is not always about
constant aggression. There are phases in a
game where soaking up pressure and
waiting for the right moment to
counterattack can be just as effective.

That is where RCB may need to reassess their

approach, especially with Virat Kohli
struggling for rhythm. Kohli has never been
a batter who needs to force the pace from
ball one.

GT consistency hetter than Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi destruction: Hayden's blunt take

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Matthew Hayden was one of the most

destructive batters in world cricket during
his playing career, but the current Gujarat
Titans batting coach would prefer his top
three's consistency over the Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi carnage. Hayden made the
comments during the press conference after
GT's thumping win over RR in Jaipur on
Saturday, May 9.During the game,
Sooryavanshi scored 36 runs off 16 balls to
give RR the initial take-off, but was
dismissed in the third over. At the same
time, Sai Sudharsan and Shubman Gill
scored fifties and put on a 118-run stand in
65 balls. Gill batted till the 17th over,
scoring 84 off 44 balls.Hayden said that
while it was exciting to see a talent like
Sooryavanshi and his blistering cameos, in
a 200-plus chase, batting deep is very
important.The GT batting coach praised the

trinity of Gill, Sudharsan and Buttler for
constantly going at a 150 strike-rate in the
tournament and playing Test and ODI-type "Let me tell you as a batter, that is really hard,

cricket rather than being swayed by the pull
of explosive batting."Well, tonight was a
good example, right, of an exciting young
talent in Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. He batted,
got 30 runs at a strike rate of 300. But when
you're chasing 220 odd, you need to bat
longer and deeper. So the advantage that we

have is that we get players, like the top three
that you mentioned, who are striking at 150.

and they're doing it for a long period of
time, they're constantly getting into the
back half of the game, not just batting
inside the powerplay. They're going right
through with their fitness and their ability
to be able to really play Test match-type
cricket, and ODI cricket in
particular."So, I love the fact that we're
going about constructing in innings.
Tonight, where we're setting a target,
which is a different challenge for us,
we've had a number of totals in that sort of
160 range. Which I would back our batting
to get through any day of the week, so it was
nice tonight to have that bit of a challenge
against an X factor team like Rajasthan
Royals, and to come out on top was really
important for us," said Hayden.

while Dhoni is yet to feature in a game for
3, LSG

Champions, undelivered:
Why Indian sport needs a
Lomato moment

BARCELONA. (Agency)

The Instagram story was twelve words long.
"Back home now. As usual, no one knows what
happened over the past two weeks, and it seems
like no one really cares." Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy posted it after the Indian
badminton team returned from Horsens,
Denmark, with a Thomas Cup bronze medal
and no reception to speak of. No official, no
fan, no camera. The post went viral. The debate
has raged on. India will move on from this.But
Chirag Shetty, Satwik's doubles partner, the
other half of the most successful men's doubles
pair in Indian badminton history, did not move
on. He sat down and spoke. Not with the raw
grief of a man who had just landed from a long,
deflating flight. But with the measured, almost
weary clarity of someone who has been
carrying this thought for a long time and has
finally decided to put it down on the table."I
honestly feel more people recognise me in

Malaysia or Indonesia than they do in India," he
tells IndiaToday.in.For a country of 1.4 billion
people, one that has produced precious few
world-beaters across sports, that is not just an
irony. Itis an indictment. What he said was nota
complaint. It was a diagnosis. THE 1983 THAT
INDIA FORGOTThere is a number that stops
you when Chirag saysit: 75.

"As Prannoy also said, people don't realise
Thomas Cup is basically badminton's
equivalent of a World Cup. It's one of the oldest
tournaments in the sport after the All England
Championships. It has a 75-year history,” he
adds.India, in 2022, won that tournament for
the first time. They beat Malaysia, then
Denmark, then Indonesia, the 14-time
champions and defending title-holders, to lift a
trophy that had existed since 1948 and had
never once had an Indian name on it. Then they
returned home, were felicitated by the Prime
Minister, and watched the moment quietly
dissolve into the background noise of the IPL
season.

Deepika Kumari stars as Indian recurve
archery team clinches World Cup gold

India's women's recurve team
beat China in a shoot-off to win
World Cup gold in Shanghai. The

comehack, driven by Deepika
Kumari's leadership amid

coaching uncertainty, ended
India's wait for this title.

I T

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

India’s women’s recurve team produced a

stunning comeback under pressure to defeat
hosts China in a dramatic shoot-off and win
the gold medal at Stage 2 of the Archery
World Cup in Shanghai on Sunday. The trio
of Deepika Kumari, Ankita Bhakat and

@ |

teenage sensation Kumkum Mohod
overcame the home side 5-4 after prevailing
28-26 in the tie-breaker following a fiercely
contested final that ended 4-4 after
regulation.The triumph carried extra
significance for the Indian side, which had
carlier knocked out powerhouse South
Korea — winners of 10 Olympic gold
medals in the discipline — in the semifinals.
It marked India’s first women’s recurve
team title ata World Cup event since 2021.

Deepika, a veteran of India’s successful World

Cup campaigns in Guatemala City and Paris
in 2021, added another milestone to her
decorated career, claiming her seventh
World Cup team gold medal overall. The
medal also ended a three-year wait for the
Indian women’s recurve team at the World
Cup level, with their previous podium finish
coming in Paris in 2023.India’s medal tally in
Shanghai had already begun on a positive
note after compound archer Sahil Jadhav
secured bronze a day earlier. The country

® @ @

also remained in the hunt for another medal,
with Simranjeet Kaur reaching the recurve
semifinals and moving within touching

distance of her first individual World Cup
podium finish.

DEEPIKA SHINES FOR INDIA
Competing without a permanent national

coach due to the ongoing uncertainty around
appointments, the Indian women relied
heavily on Deepika’s leadership and
experience throughout the contest. While
designated coach Prafull Dange stayed

B TS S ST IS I @ @

mostly on the sidelines, Deepika constantly
encouraged and guided the team during
crucial moments against a partisan crowd
and an energetic Chinese support staff.

China fielded a young lineup featuring Zhu

Jingyi, Huang Yuwei and teenage archer Yu
Qi, all relatively new to the World Cup
circuit. India started strongly and narrowly
captured the opening set 54-53, with Deepika
leading the way through consecutive 10s.
Ankita and Kumkum, however, showed
signs of inconsistency early on.The
momentum shifted in the second set.
Although India briefly held an advantage
midway through the round, China responded
with a superb finish to register 55 points.
India faltered at the end, and Deepika’s final
arrow landed in the 7-ring, allowing the hosts
to level the scores at 2-2.China then edged
ahead in the third set after a successful
review upgraded one of their arrows from an
8to a9, giving them a slender 57-56 set win
and a4-2 overall lead.
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Ranbir Kapoor Dances With Mom
Neetu Kapour Adorable

Priyanka

\

[JHQ()rJ(

ollywood actor Ranbir Kapoor joined
mom, Neetu Kapoor, for an impromptu fun
dance performance. On Wednesday, as

these two were captured by the shutterbugs in the
{ Andheri area of Mumbai, the mother and son duo

broke into a spontaneous dance performance,
flaunting their adorable coordinated moves. They
recreated the hookstep for the ‘Senti’ track from
Neetu’s upcoming movie, “Daadi Ki Shaadi".
Along with showing their dancing skills, Neetu
was also seen giving her son Ranbir a peck on the
cheek, followed by a warm embrace. Ranbir is

\ Says She Knew 'No One Was
Going To Help' Her In Bollywood:

'T Wasn't Related To Anyone'

Priyanka Chopra has opened up about the many phases in her

career, starting from being a pageant winner to becoming a
global star who has conquered both Bollywood and Hollywood.
Priyanka made her debut in 2002 in Thamizhan. In 2003, she was
seen in both The Hero: Love Story of a Spy and Andaaz. She told
Vogue Arabia, “I was thrown into the ground running."Priyanka
Chopra said, “I’'m the kind of person that if [ have a challenge, I will
choose to survive and thrive. I have always been competitive, even
with myself. Either in the pageant world or cinema, I wasn’t related
to anyone, so there was no one
5 who was going to help me out in
this business. [ had to learn really |
fast.”
She admitted that she was" a
dreadful dancer when I first
started". Priyanka said, “I was
not able to act and nail the
choreography at the same time,
plus coordinate with my co-
star. It was just too many things
for my 19- or 20-year-old
brain!"She recalled, “I was
filming with Raju Khan in
South Africa and missing my
marks. He got so upset with
me that he threw the mic
down, saying, ‘You might
come from a pageant, but
learn how to dance before
you become an actress. * He
just walked away, and I was
so embarrassed... We are
great friends now."
Priyanka quickly adapted, honed her skills and became one of
the most bankable actresses in Bollywood. However, she
surprised her fans when she made a switch to Hollywood and
even chose to stay in Los Angeles. After achieving massive
success in India, did Priyanka expect to be treated like a
superstar in Hollywood?
She said, “Just because you know you have a certain amount of
fame in one country doesn’t mean you should be entitled and
expect to be treated a certain way in another." “An audience has to
be earned wherever you go in the world. And that’s true for any artist in
any medium. I think you really have to work in order to command that
kind of respect or love from the people who watch your movies. You
can’tjustdemandit," the actress concluded.

Krltlka Kamra

Makes Shocking Revelation, Recalls 'Brush With
Casting Couch': 'Got Off Unscathed'

ritika Kamra began her acting career with a TV show. After shooting to popularity in TV, she forayed into
films in 2018. But in her words, it was the streaming show, Tandav, that proved to be a game-changer. But
it was no cakewalk. Not having the safety net of a film family is something a lot of outsiders deal with and
Kritika is no different.Speaking exclusively to News18, Kritika Kamra reveals escaping casting couch in the
initial years of her career. “I had heard about things like the casting couch. My parents had read about it in
the papers. I also had a brush with it but got off unscathed. It was just luck and chance. It wasn’t because |
was too smart. [ really wasn’t because when I had started out, I was really young," she recalls.
While she has established herself, particularly, in the streaming space today, Kritika remarks that
preferential treatment is something she still deals with. A part of it, she believes, may also stem from
the background and ‘baggage of TV’. “I’ve experienced this hierarchy. I was happily doing TV
and, in my head, there was no difference between TV and films," she says.
This eventual discrimination, according to Kritika,
feels like ‘feudalism’. “I came from a small town
and anybody who was onscreen was an actor for
me. | wasn’t aware of this unsaid hierarchy,
which is like feudalism in a way. I also
wasn’t aware of how one is perceived
because of their onscreen presence and
characters," she tells us.
Talking about how makers would
and sometimes still judge her,
the Matka King actor
reminisces, “I think there’s a tinge of surprise in a lot of people when they
speak to me or when they come to know that I know of other things apart from
acting. [ won’t say that it’s judgmental on their part but I guess this is something
that happens to actors.”
“I think they think of me as someone who isn’t smart. Nobody said it in so many
words but that’s the understanding that I got. The fact that they didn’t finally think
of me as someone who’s not smart was like an awkward compliment," Kritika adds. As she continues to

navigate all of this, the only non-negotiable for her is playing ‘women with agency’.
_—
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believed to be extremely close to her mother,
Neetu, who will soon be a part of the upcoming
family entertainer, “Daadi Ki Shaadi".

With comedian and actor Kapil Sharma as the lead,
the project will also mark the Bollywood debut of
Ranbir’s sister and Neetu’s daughter, Riddhima
Kapoor Sahni.

Recently, Riddhima revealed the crucial advice she
received from brother Ranbir before her big
screen debut. “I spoke to Ranbir before starting.
His biggest advice was to stay honest in front of
the camera. He told me to trust my instincts and
just live the character rather than perform it, and
thatreally stayed with me," she shared.

The recently released trailer of the movie showed
how the protagonist Kapil Sharma’s wedding is
put into jeopardy after the grandmother of his to-
be bride decides to tie the knot herself with a
mysterious man.

However, as Kapil tries to scare him off in an
attempt to bring things back on track, he uncovers
some secrets about this man, who might be
pretending to be someone he is not. Backed by
Rtake Studios, along with BeingU Studios and
Shimla Talkies, “Daadi Ki Shaadi" has been
written and directed by Ashish R Mohan. The
movie will be reaching the cinema halls on May 8
this year.

Karan Kundrra, Tejasswi Prakash
Wedding Confirmed? Viral Video

Leaves Fans Excited

aran Kundrra and Tejasswi Prakash’s
wedding rumours are not dying anytime
oon. Even though the two actors have
repeatedly dismissed that they aren’t planning to
tie the knot anytime soon, a new video has left
netizens confused yet excited. In the viral video,
which is reportedly from the sets of Laughter
Chefs 3, crew members are seen holding a large
banner which reads: “Karan aur Teja ko zindagi ki
nayi shuruwaat ki dheron shubhkaamnayein."

As reported by Free Press Journal, the video was
shared on Instagram by Saas Bahu Aur Saazish
and quickly grabbed fans’ attention. Even though
it was deleted later, the video has now gone viral
on social media.

This comes days after a report by India Forums
claimed that Karan and Tejasswi are ‘secretly
married’. An insider told the entertainment portal
that the buzz regarding the couple’s wedding,
which ruled X (formerly Twitter) recently, was
“true". However, when the news portal reached
out to Karan, the actor dismissed all rumours and
said, “2-4 mahine se chal raha hai ye, kahi se
screenshot nikaal ke kuch kia hua hai, mere pas
aaya tha pehle bhi ye.”Previously, in a chat with
Bombay Times, Tejasswi Prakash also spoke
about her wedding plans with Karan and said,
“That’s not happening anytime soon." Currently,
the couple is seen together in Laughter Chefs
Season 3. Talking about working with each other,
the actress added, “There are, of course, a lot of
things that you do explore with each other on a
professional basis. You do tend to understand how
the other person likes to work. Especially for me,
there’s so much that I get to learn from Karan, him
being my senior. For me, it’s been a learning
process."

Karan And Tejasswi’s Love Story Karan and
Tejasswi’s love story is not a secret. They first met
while participating in the reality show Bigg Boss.
During their time on the show, their chemistry
quickly became one of the most talked-about
aspects of the season. After the show ended, the
couple confirmed that their bond continued
outside the house. They began appearing together
at public events, vacations and social media posts.
Over time, their pairing earned a loyal fanbase,
often referred to as “TejRan". Karan and Tejasswi
have now been together for nearly five years.

Currently, they are seen together on Laughter
Chefs.
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ED arrests Punjab minister Sanjeev Arora in
Rs 100 crore money laundering case probe;

NEW DELHI, Agency:
The Enforcement
Directorate = (ED) on
Saturday arrested Punjab
minister Sanjeev Arora in
connection with an ongoing
Rs 100 crore money laun-
dering probe linked to
alleged fraudulent Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
transactions, officials said.

Officials said Arora was
arrested  under  the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The Punjab industries
minister was taken into cus-
tody hours after the ED con-
ducted raids at five loca-
tions across Delhi,
Gurugram and Chandigarh,
including his official resi-
dence in Chandigarh as well

as premises linked to his
associates and companies.
Arora had also faced ED
action in April, just days
after similar raids were con-
ducted against then-AAP
Rajya Sabha MP Ashok
Kumar Mittal. Shortly after-
wards, Mittal joined the BJP
along with six other Rajya
Sabha MPs from the party,
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including Raghav Chadha.

According to ED, Arora
and entities linked to him
generated fake purchase
bills for mobile phones
through non-existent firms
operating out of Delhi.
Investigators suspect these
transactions were used to
fraudulently claim input tax
credit (ITC), GST refunds
and export-related benefits.

The central agency fur-
ther alleged that the pro-
ceeds from the transactions
were routed through
exports and later "round-
tripped" from Dubai to
India in an attempt to legit-
imise illicit funds.

The 62-year-old leader is
the MLA from Ludhiana
West and a former Rajya

Central

Bureau

Sabha member. His arrest
comes less than a year
before Punjab is scheduled
to go to the assembly polls
in February 2027.

AAP leaders have linked
the action to the upcoming
elections, accusing the BJP-
led Centre of pursuing a
campaign of  political
vendetta through central
investigative agencies.

"By conducting ED raids,
their purpose is not to find
any black money or illegal
documents. Their purpose
is to send a message to the
person being raided that if
they join the BJP, every-
thing will be forgiven,"
Punjab chief minister
Bhagwat Mann  told
reporters in Sangrur.

CBI searches at 17 sites in cases linked to ADAG

New Delhi, Agency:
Investigation (CBI) on Saturday conducted searches at
17 locations in Mumbai in connection with three cases
registered against Reliance ADA Group companies,
Reliance Telecom Limited, Reliance Commercial
Finance Limited and Reliance Home Finance Limited
and their directors. According to CBI, the searches |
were carried out at the residential premises of directors
of the companies and offices of intermediary firms
allegedly used for diversion of bank funds. The search-
es were conducted on the basis of warrants issued on May 8 by a special CBI
court in Mumbai. CBI said incriminating documents were seized during the
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20,000 Indian sea-
farers caught in Gulf
turmoil: Mariners'
body flags alarm

New Delhi, Agency: Over
20,000 Indian seafarers are
staring at a humanitarian night-
mare in the Gulf and Strait of
Hormuz amid escalating ten-
sions, with fears of conflict
spillover trapping vessels and
leaving crews stranded without
food, medicine or escape routes,
said National Union of
Seafarers of India (NUSI), one
of the country's oldest maritime
unions. The body has urged the
govt to treat the crisis as a
"national priority and activate
urgent evacuation protocols".
The 20,000-plus Indian seafar-
ers-drawn from the massive
scale of Indian manpower in the
region-remains fluid, as crews
rotate daily based on vessel
schedules, port curbs, flag
states, and security alerts.

searches. Investigators also found that multiple intermediary companies

Mother's Day: After losing 2 sons,
army jawan's wife donates part of
her liver to save 8-year-old son

New Delhi, Agency:
After losing her two elder
sons to a rare genetic disor-
der, the wife of an Army
personnel from Jammu
and Kashmir donated a
part of her liver to save her
youngest child, an eight-
year-old boy suffering from
severe liver failure due to
Wilson's disease. The story
of the mother's sacrifice was
shared by doctors ahead of
Mother's Day.

Badal Choudhary, a Class 4
student, was suffering from
Wilson's disease, a rare inherit-
ed disorder in which excessive
copper builds up in the body,
severely damaging organs such
as the liver and brain if left
untreated. Doctors at Marengo
Asia Hospitals, Faridabad, said
the child was brought to the
hospital in critical condition
after treatment elsewhere failed
to improve his health. His jaun-
dice had become extremely
severe and his abdomen was
filled with infected fluid.

Dr Punit Singla, program
clinical director and head of
liver transplant and HPB
Surgery at the hospital, said the
child's jaundice had become
extremely severe and blood
tests showed his liver was fail-
ing, making an immediate liver

transplant necessary. "The fam-
ily had already lost two sons to
the same disease and was dev-
astated seeing their third child
battling for life," he said.

With no time to lose, the
child's 4o0-year-old mother,
Renu Choudhary, volunteered
to donate a portion of her liver
after being found medically fit
for transplant.

Doctors performed the com-
plex liver transplant surgery in
December 2025, a procedure
that lasted nearly 12 to 13 hours.
A small portion of the mother's
liver was transplanted into the
child. Both mother and son
recovered successfully after the
surgery and the child was dis-
charged three weeks later.
Doctors said Badal is now
healthy and living a normal life.
Wilson's disease is considered
rare and is often difficult to diag-
nose in the early stages because
symptoms can mimic other liver
and neurological disorders.

Koli women chart new waters Bengal:
set up seafood

New Delhi, Agency:

It's a Thursday morning, B .-

and three directors and
several shareholders of a
seafood company are gath-
ered around a conference
table, absorbed in a pres- :
entation on food packag-
ing. "Good packaging adds
value to a product; it can
even fetch a higher price,"
says the instructor at the
Indian  Institute  of
Packaging, in Marathi. As the
directors nod, the silver tinsel in
the pechak-che gajre in their hair
and the gold naths in their noses
gleam. The Koli women have
never attended a workshop. Nor
have they ever worked for a com-
pany - let alone run one. Yet they
are directors of Daryavardi
Producer Company Limited
(DPCL), Mumbai's first fish
farmer producer organisation: a
community-owned enterprise
led entirely by Koli women that
aims to transform their fish-
vending trade from a cottage

were allegedly operating from the same address.

Srinagar, Agency: For

Another lost trekking season in Kashmir

nearly two decades, adven-
ture tourism transformed
Kashmir's mountains into a
magnet for high-end domes-

tic tourists and foreign visi- §

tors. Trekkers crossed alpine
meadows, glacier-fed valleys

and mountaineers climbed £ &

Kolahoi peak, turning the
sector
Valley's  fastest-growing
tourism industries. Much of
that activity has now fallen
silent. After last year's
Pahalgam terror attack and
Operation  Sindoor, all
trekking routes across
Kashmir have been closed,
bringing the Valley's once-
booming adventure tourism
industry to a near standstill.

"Adventure tourism
picked up in Kashmir in a

into one of the &=

major way over the past two
decades and became an
essential part of Kashmir
tourism. But for the past
year, it is dead,” Rouf
Tramboo, president of the
winter games association
and well-known moun-
taineer of the Valley, said.
From his office overlook-
ing Dal Lake, Tramboo said
the govt promoted trekking
in a big way in the past six

years, encouraging local

entrepreneurs to invest
heavily in camping equip-
ment, trekking logistics and
mountaineering infrastruc-
ture. A tourism department
official said the govt
opened up more trekking
routes in the Valley after
Article 370's abrogation,
taking the number to 75.
Even forest huts were made
available for visitors.

Why hair loss despite

'normal’ tests

New Delhi, Agency:
Losing hair despite "nor-
mal" blood work is a com-
mon frustration for many
women. Doctors say the
answer may not lie in rou-
tine reports-but in what's
happening inside the
scalp. For female pattern
alopecia, patients are typi-
cally advised a battery of
tests-testosterone, free
androgen index, thyroid
function and nutritional
work-ups such as vitamin
levels. Yet, these often
come back normal, leaving
both patients and clini-
cians  without clear
answers. A study, pub-
lished in an international
journal of dermatology
now offers an explanation.

Researchers from Delhi's

Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital found that
women with female pat-
tern hair loss had signifi-
cantly higher levels of a
hormone marker called
3?-diol G-even when stan-
dard hormones like testos-
terone remained within
normal range.Female pat-
tern hair loss, which caus-
es gradual thinning over
the front and top of the
scalp, affects a large num-
ber of women and often
takes a toll on confidence.

company

Cultural symbolism marks

industry to a corporate venture.
They already have 1,000
shareholders from the commu-
nity. Besides delivering fish,
masalas and snacks, they are
diversifying into running live
food counters and selling online.
A community kitchen is up, a
cloud kitchen is in the works,
and exports are being explored.
April marked three years since
company's formation. "We didn't
realise packaging affects shelf
life; we always sold fish in poly-
thene bags," says Pratibha Patil,
a director from Juhu Koliwada.
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milestone

kolkata, Agency: PM
Modi touching the feet of a
nonagenarian BJP member
and then kneeling down in
gratitude to the surging
crowd at Brigade Ground,
an image of Goddess Durga
as the backdrop on the
dais, and CM Suvendu
Adhikari dressed in a gerua
(saffron) kurta - the oath-
taking of BJP's first govt in
West Bengal was marked
by a medley of symbolism.

If the Bengal assembly
polls wrote history, BJP
went to great lengths to
acknowledge the ingredi-
ents which went into the
making of this history as its
maiden govt was sworn in.
The emotional weight of
the moment showed. After
taking oath, Suvendu
bowed to Modi, who has a
dislike to people touching
his feet, and lingered in the
bent pose for a while as the
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PM clasped his folded
hands with one hand and
smilingly patted his back
with another. He then held
him tightly as the crowd
roared. Suvendu reserved a
similar gesture, though for
a briefer while amid the
row of dignitaries, for
home minister Amit Shah,
the lynchpin of BJP's win-
ning strategy. Since he quit

£ )

presence in 2020, the
home minister backed him
for leading BJP's ground
resistance against the
Mamata Banerjee govt
despite the occasional
grumblings from the
organisation's old guard. A
faith that paid off.

But the milestone event
was also an occasion to

oment in history

acknowledge the long toil
of veterans. Dilip Ghosh, a
former RSS pracharak and
ex-state BJP chief who at
times felt hard done by as a
new crop of netas emerged,
was the first minister to
take oath after Suvendu, a
nod to his decades-long
dedication to the saffron
cause. Modi also met fami-
ly members of a few of the
BJP members who were
killed in alleged political
violence over the decades.

BJP's choice of five min-
isters attested to the party's
diverse social and regional
support in the polls.

While Suvendu is a
Brahmin, Ghosh is an OBC,
Ashok Kirtania, Kshudiram
Tudu and Nishit Pramanik
come from Matua, tribal
and Rajbonshi communi-
ties. The lone woman
member, Agnimitra Paul, is
a Kayastha.
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National Technology Day

National Technology Day and India’s Journey from Scientific Aspiration to Global Innovation

.___NATIONAL
TECHNOLOGY DAY

Every year on May 11, India
celebrates National Technology
Day, a moment that goes far
beyond ceremonial speeches or
social media messages. It is a
day that reminds the country of
the extraordinary power of sci-
ence, engineering, and innova-
tion in shaping national identity
and progress. The date holds
deep  historical importance
because it marks the successful
nuclear tests conducted at
Pokhran in Rajasthan in 1998
under Operation Shakti. Those
tests demonstrated India’s tech-

nological capablhty to the world
and established the nation as a
major scientific power. Since
then, National Technology Day
has become a celebration of
Indian scientists, engineers,
innovators, researchers, startups,
and institutions that continue to
transform the country through
technology.

India’s technological journey
did not begin in 1998. The roots
of scientific thinking in India go
back centuries, but modern tech-
nological development gained
momentum after independence

in 1947. The newly independent
nation faced enormous chal-
lenges including poverty, illitera-
cy, food shortages, weak indus-
trial infrastructure, and limited
access to modern scientific insti-
tutions. Leaders such as
Jawaharlal Nehru believed that
science and technology would
become the foundation of a self-
reliant India. Institutions such as
the Indian  Institutes of
Technology, the Indian Space
Research Organisation, and the
Defence Research and
Development Organisation were
established with the vision of
building indigenous scientific
capabilities.

The early decades after inde-
pendence saw India investing
heavily in public sector indus-
tries, engineering education,
agriculture, and scientific
research. One of the most
remarkable examples of technol-
ogy-driven transformation was
the Green Revolution of the
1960s and 1970s. Advanced agri-
cultural techniques, irrigation
systems, improved seeds, fertil-
izers, and scientific farming
methods helped India overcome

HowTechnologyis Transforming Rural
India and Changing Everyday Life

-~

National Technology Day is
often associated with laborato-
ries, rockets, satellites, comput-
ers, and scientific breakthroughs.
However, the true impact of
technology can be best under-
stood not only in urban technolo-
gy parks but also in villages,
farms, schools, and small towns
across India. Over the last two
decades, technological progress
has gradually transformed rural
life in ways that were once
unimaginable. From digital
banking to smart farming, tech-
nology is reshaping opportuni-
ties, communication, education,
and livelihoods for millions of
people living outside metropoli-
tan cities.

India has always been known
as a country of villages. Even
today, a large portion of the pop-
ulation lives in rural areas and
depends on agriculture or small-
scale local industries for income.
For decades, villages faced chal-
lenges such as poor infrastruc-
ture, limited healthcare access,
weak educational facilities, lack
of market information, and slow
communication systems.
Technology has not solved every
problem, but it has significantly
changed the pace of develop-
ment.

One of the biggest transfor-
mations has come through
mobile phones and internet con-
nectivity. Earlier, communica-
tion between villages and cities
was slow and expensive. Today,
affordable smartphones and low-
cost data plans allow villagers to
access information instantly.
Farmers can check weather fore-
casts, students can watch educa-
tional videos, workers can com-
municate with family members
living in cities, and local shop-
keepers can use online payment
systems.

The digital payment revolu-
tion has been especially impor-
tant in rural India. Unified
Payments Interface, commonly
known as UPI, has made cash-
less transactions easy even in
remote areas. Small vegetable
vendors, tea stall owners, and
local traders now accept QR
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code payments. This shift has
increased financial inclusion and
reduced dependence on cash

transactions. Government wel-
fare schemes are also increasing-
ly distributed directly into bank
accounts through digital sys-
tems, reducing corruption and
delays.

Agriculture has seen some of
the most important technological
changes. Traditional farming
often depended heavily on
guesswork and seasonal experi-
ence. Modern technologies now
provide farmers with data-driven
insights. Mobile applications
help farmers identify crop dis-
eases, monitor weather patterns,
learn irrigation techniques, and
compare market prices. Drones
are being used in some regions
for crop monitoring and pesti-
cide spraying. Soil testing tech-
nologies allow farmers to under-
stand nutrient levels and improve
productivity.

Government programs and
private startups are also intro-
ducing smart farming practices.
Sensors and automated irrigation
systems help conserve water in
drought-prone areas. Solar-pow-
ered pumps reduce dependence
on expensive fuel and unstable
electricity supply. Cold storage
technologies are helping farmers
preserve fruits and vegetables for
longer periods, reducing post-
harvest losses.

Education in rural India has
also been influenced by technol-
ogy. Earlier, students in villages
often lacked access to quality
teachers, libraries, and learning
materials. Digital platforms now
provide access to lectures, edu-
cational apps, recorded classes,
and online resources. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, online
learning became a necessity,
although it also revealed the dig-
ital divide that still exists.

Despite challenges such as
limited devices and weak inter-
net in some areas, technology
has opened new educational
opportunities for rural students.
Many children are now prepar-
ing for competitive examinations
through online coaching plat-

forms. Educational videos in
regional languages have made
learning  more  accessible.
Teachers are increasingly using
digital tools to improve class-
room experiences.

Healthcare is another sector
where technology is making a
major difference. Rural commu-
nities often face shortages of
doctors and medical infrastruc-
ture. Telemedicine services
allow patients to consult special-
ists without traveling long dis-
tances. Digital health records
improve treatment continuity,
while mobile health apps spread
awareness about  nutrition,
maternal health, vaccination, and
disease prevention.

Technology also played an
important role during the pan-
demic by enabling health moni-
toring, vaccination registration,
and information sharing. Rural
healthcare workers used smart-
phones and digital platforms to
coordinate medical support and
public awareness campaigns.

Employment opportunities in
rural India are changing because
of technology as well. Young
people are increasingly explor-
ing freelancing, digital services,
online businesses, and e-com-
merce platforms. Local artisans
and handicraft workers can now
sell products online to customers
across the country. Social media
platforms allow small businesses
to market products without need-
ing large advertising budgets.

Women in rural areas have
particularly benefited from cer-
tain forms of technological
access. Self-help groups use dig-
ital banking systems to manage
savings and loans. Women entre-
preneurs are using smartphones
for online sales, training pro-
grams, and financial manage-
ment. Digital literacy initiatives
are helping women become more
financially independent and
informed.

However, the technological
transformation of rural India is
not without challenges. Internet
connectivity remains uneven in
many regions.

Electricity shortages still
affect digital access in some vil-
lages. Many elderly citizens and
economically weaker families
struggle with digital literacy.
Language barriers also limit
access to certain online
resources.

Cybersecurity and online
fraud have become growing con-
cerns. Many first-time digital
users are vulnerable to scams
and misinformation. Fake news
spread through messaging apps
has sometimes created confusion
and social tensions. This high-
lights the need for digital aware-
ness and responsible technology
usage.

food shortages and become self-
sufficient in grain production.
This period proved that technol-
ogy could directly improve mil-
lions of lives.

Another major achievement
came in the field of space tech-
nology. The Indian Space
Research Organisation, better
known as ISRO, transformed
India into one of the world’s
most respected space powers.
From launching small satellites
to successful lunar and Mars
missions, ISRO demonstrated
that innovation does not always
require massive budgets. India’s
Mars Orbiter Mission became
globally admired because it suc-
ceeded on its first attempt at a
remarkably low cost. The
Chandrayaan missions further
strengthened India’s global
standing and inspired millions of
young students to pursue careers
in science and engineering.

National Technology Day
also recognizes the role of
defence technology in strength-
ening national security. India’s
missile programs, radar systems,
advanced aircraft development,
and cybersecurity initiatives

reflect decades of research and
dedication. Scientists working in
laboratories often spend years
developing systems that the pub-
lic may never fully see or under-
stand, yet their contributions are
essential for national safety and
strategic independence.

In recent decades, India’s
technological  identity  has
expanded beyond government
laboratories and scientific insti-
tutions. The rise of the informa-
tion technology industry trans-
formed the country’s economy
and global reputation. Cities
such as Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Pune, and Gurugram became
international technology hubs.
Indian software professionals
and engineers began contributing
to major global companies, while
domestic firms established them-
selves as world leaders in IT
services. This technological
boom created millions of jobs
and changed the aspirations of an
entire generation.

The digital revolution accel-
erated further with the spread of
smartphones, affordable internet,
and digital payment systems.
Today, even small towns and vil-

lages are connected through
online platforms. Farmers use
mobile apps to check weather
forecasts and crop prices.
Students attend online classes.
Patients consult doctors through
telemedicine services.
Shopkeepers accept digital pay-
ments through QR codes.
Technology has become deeply
integrated into daily life.

The COVID-19 pandemic
further highlighted the impor-
tance of technological innova-
tion. During lockdowns, digital
infrastructure kept economies
functioning and allowed people
to work, study, and communicate
from home. Indian scientists and
pharmaceutical companies
played a major role in vaccine
development and production.
The rapid use of digital platforms
for vaccination registration and
health monitoring demonstrated
how technology can support
public welfare during emergen-
cies.

National Technology Day is
also a celebration of young inno-
vators and startups. India is now
among the world’s leading start-
up ecosystems.

WomeninTechnology: Breaking
Barriers and Shaping India’s Future

National Technology Day is an occasion to cel-
ebrate scientific achievement and innovation, but it
is also an opportunity to recognize the people
behind technological progress. Among them are
countless women who have contributed to India’s
development in science, engineering, research,
information technology, healthcare, and entrepre-
neurship. Their stories reflect determination,
resilience, and the gradual transformation of social
attitudes in a country where women once faced sig-
nificant barriers in technical education and profes-
sional careers.

For many years, science and technology fields
in India were largely dominated by men. Social
expectations often discouraged women from pur-
suing engineering, scientific research, or technical
professions. Girls interested in mathematics or sci-
ence sometimes faced stereotypes suggesting that
such subjects were unsuitable for them. Despite
these challenges, several pioneering women broke
barriers and opened doors for future generations.

One of the most inspiring examples is the con-
tribution of women scientists to India’s space pro-
gram. ISRO missions that captured global attention
included teams led and managed by female scien-
tists and engineers. Their achievements challenged
outdated assumptions about gender roles in highly
technical fields.

Women have also made important contributions
in medicine, biotechnology, information technolo-
gy, defence research, environmental science, and
digital entrepreneurship. Many Indian women now
hold leadership positions in multinational technol-
ogy companies, research institutions, and startup
ecosystems.

The growth of the information technology
industry created new opportunities for women pro-
fessionals. Unlike some traditional sectors, the IT
industry often provided merit-based opportunities
and encouraged skill development. Cities such as
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and Pune became centers
where women could build careers in software engi-
neering, data science, cybersecurity, and project
management.

Education played a critical role in this transfor-
mation. Increasing numbers of girls began
enrolling in engineering colleges and technical
institutes. Scholarships, awareness campaigns, and
changing social attitudes encouraged families to
support daughters pursuing careers in science and
technology. Digital technology has also empow-
ered women in other ways. Online education plat-
forms allow women from smaller towns and rural
areas to learn coding, design, digital marketing,
and other technical skills. Remote work opportuni-
ties enable some women to balance professional
and family responsibilities more effectively.

Women entrepreneurs are increasingly shaping
India’s startup ecosystem. Female founders are

launching businesses in healthcare technology,
financial services, education technology, fashion
platforms, and social enterprises. Many women-led
startups focus on solving issues related to women’s
health, safety, education, and financial independ-
ence.

Technology has become a tool for social
empowerment as well. Digital banking systems
help women manage savings and participate in
financial activities independently. Social media
platforms provide spaces for networking, profes-
sional visibility, and advocacy. Online market-
places allow women artisans and small business
owners to reach customers across the country.

Despite progress, gender inequality in technol-
ogy sectors remains a serious concern. Women
continue to face underrepresentation in leadership
roles, research positions, and advanced engineer-
ing fields. Workplace discrimination, unequal pay,
lack of mentorship, and social expectations still
affect career growth.

Many women leave technology careers due to
family pressures or inadequate workplace support
systems. Maternity challenges, long working
hours, and limited childcare facilities often create
obstacles. The gender gap becomes especially vis-
ible in senior management and decision-making
positions.

Another issue is the lack of representation in
emerging fields such as artificial intelligence,
robotics, and deep-tech research. Encouraging
greater participation of women in these sectors is
essential for balanced innovation.

Cybersecurity and online harassment are addi-
tional challenges. Women using digital platforms
frequently face trolling, abuse, and privacy viola-
tions. Creating safer online environments is neces-
sary for ensuring equal participation in digital
spaces.

Rural women face even greater barriers due to
limited digital literacy, restricted mobility, and eco-
nomic challenges. However, many grassroots ini-
tiatives are helping women gain access to smart-
phones, digital training, and online financial sys-
tems. Self-help groups using technology for micro-
finance and entrepreneurship are transforming
local communities.

Representation matters greatly in inspiring
future generations. When young girls see women
scientists leading space missions or women entre-
preneurs building successful technology compa-
nies, they begin to imagine similar possibilities for
themselves. Role models help break psychological
barriers and encourage confidence.

Schools and colleges therefore play an impor-
tant role in promoting gender equality in technolo-
gy education. Teachers and parents must encourage
curiosity and confidence among girls in mathemat-
ics, science, and engineering subjects.




