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NEWS BOX

United Airlines Boeing 767 from
Italy clips light pole and truck

during Newark landing

World. (Agency)
A United Airlines passenger plane struck a light pole
while landing at Newark Liberty International
Airport on Sunday, damaging a delivery truck on

MANDATE

ps Tamil Nadu, BJP Retains Assam

the nearby highway, authorities said.The aircraft, a
Boeing 767, was arriving from Venice with 221
passengers and 10 crew members on board. The

by Ashis Sinha
New Delhi: Prime Minister
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public trust, declaring that “the
lotus has bloomed” in Bengal.
Tamil Nadu: ‘Vijay Wave’ Dis-

inforcing its stronghold in the
Northeast under Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma. The

airline said no one on the flight was injured. Ea{endr}al MOI? i on Monday B o rupts Status Quo party’s organisational strength
The Federal Aviation Administration said the plane ailed the Bharatiya Janata Hiisls

landed safely after it “came into contact with a
light pole” during its final approach.JUST IN:

Party (BJP)s breakthrough
victory in West Bengal as

H

In Tamil Nadu, actor-turned-
politician Vijay emerged as the
biggest surprise, with his party

and welfare-driven outreach
ensured a decisive mandate
against a fragmented opposi-

Baltimore bakery truck struck by a United Airlines “histori.c,” as results across 1fe}’ Tamilaga Vetri Kazhagam  tion.
plane coming in for a landing at Newark Liberty states s¥gnaled a major politi- (TVK) surging ahead of tradi-  Big Picture
International Airport in New Jersey.According to cal realignment. tional Dravidian giants. The 2026 Assembly results

local reports, the plane was a United Airlines
Boeing 767-400.

The New Jersey State Police said a landing tyre and
the underside of the plane also struck a delivery
truck. The pole then hit a Jeep travelling on the
road.The driver of the truck was taken to hospital
with minor injuries and later released, according to
the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey,
which runs the airport.

Aircraft approaching Newark often fly low over the
New Jersey Turnpike, one of the busiest sections of
Interstate 95, with the runway beginning close to
theroad.

Bengal: BJP’s Landmark
Entry

The BJP is set to form its first-
ever government in West
Bengal, ending over a decade
of dominance by the All India
Trinamool Congress. Trends
show the party comfortably
crossing the majority mark,
marking a seismic shift in the
state’s political landscape.

Modi credited party workers

and framed the verdict as a

triumph of governance and

The debutant outfit has either
taken the lead or emerged as
the single largest force in many
seats, signalling a generational
shift and a major disruption
of the DMK-AIADMK domi-
nance.

Assam: BJP’s Hat-Trick

In Assam, the BJP has secured
a third consecutive term, re-

underline a sweeping political
churn: a historic saffron surge in
Bengal, consolidation in Assam,
and a dramatic new entrant
reshaping Tamil Nadu politics.
Together, these outcomes signifi-
cantly expand the BJPS national
footprint while opening a new
chapter in regional power dy-
namics.

‘Minor damage’ as operations resume

The port authority said an object had been struck and
that the truck was damaged. It added that the
aircraft had “minor damage” and the runway was
checked for debris before normal operations
resumed.United said its maintenance team would
assess the aircraft and that the crew had been taken
off duty while a safety review takes place.

United Airlines Flight Hits
Truck While Landing At
US Airport
‘lﬁk

Trump unveils Project Freedom to escort
stranded ships through Hormuz

World. (Agency) move is a humanitarian effort, noting
US President Donald Trump has that many ships are running low on

navigation.
Trump also indicated that US officials

The National Transportation Safety Board said an
investigator would arrive on Monday. It has asked
the airline to provide the cockpit voice recorder
and flight data recorder.

Nepal govt set to cancel
nearly 1,600 ‘politically
motivated’” appointments

Kathmandu. (Agency)

Around 1,600 political appointees holding
constitutional positions and heading government
boards and corporations are set to lose their jobs en
masse through a sweeping ordinance issued by
President Ramchandra Paudel, local media
reported.The move aims to target politically
motivated appointments made by previous
governments, including the Sushila Karki-led
interim government formed after the ‘Gen Z’
movement, according to the reports.

The termination of service ordinance, approved by
President Poudel, is expected to come into effect at
any moment, rendering 1,594 people
jobless.Those affected will include vice-
chancellors, rectors and deans of universities;
chiefs and commissioners of all constitutional
bodies; heads of government media; and chiefs
and board members of government authorities.

Once implemented, the ordinance will amend 110
laws and affect the functioning of as many bodies.

The impact is expected to be particularly noticeable
in sectors such as education, healthcare and public
service delivery. And, in many cases, routine
operations are likely to be disrupted due to the
absence of authorised signatories, the media
reports suggest. The Balendra Shah led
government has yet to spell out a clear timeline or
mechanism for fresh appointments.

Israel issues evacuation

Nepal on Sunday objected to India

announced a new maritime initiative,
“Project Freedom,” aimed at safely
escorting foreign ships stranded in the
Strait of Hormuz amid escalating
tensions in the Middle East.In a
post on Truth Social, Trump said
multiple countries, most of them
not directly involved in the
ongoing regional conflict, had
requested US assistance to help
free their vessels, which remain
stuck in the critical shipping
corridor. He described the ships
and their crews as “neutral and
innocent bystanders” caught in a
volatile situation.

Trump said the United States

would guide these vessels out of
restricted waters to ensure they can
“freely and ably get on with their
business.” The operation is scheduled
to begin Monday morning, Middle
Easttime.

The US President emphasised that the

food and essential supplies needed to
maintain safe living conditions for
large crews onboard. He added that the
initiative is intended to benefit all

Ya

parties, including Iran and other
countries in the region.

“I'have told my representatives to inform

them that we will use best efforts to get
their Ships and Crews safely out of the
Strait,” Trump said, while adding that
many of the vessels do not plan to
return until the area is safe for

are engaged in “very positive

discussions” with Iran, raising the

possibility of broader diplomatic

progress.However, he issued a
warning that any interference
with the operation would be met
with a forceful response,
underscoring the high-stakes
nature of the mission in one of the
world’s most strategically
important maritime routes.

The Strait of Hormuz is a key artery
for global oil shipments, and
disruptions in the area have
significant implications for
international trade and energy
markets.Earlier, amid the Middle

East conundrum, US President Donald

Trump has poured cold water on Iran’s

latest peace proposal, dismissing it as

"not acceptable". He turned down

Tehran’s 14-point framework, which

aims to shift the current ceasefire into a

more durable settlement.

Nepal objects to India-China plan for Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra via Lipulekh Pass

World. (Agency)

and China planning to conduct the
upcoming Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra via Lipulekh Pass, claiming
that it is Kathmandu's territory.In a
statement, the Nepalese Foreign |
Ministry said that Kathmandu was
not consulted before finalising the
route for the pilgrimage.

New Delhi has been maintaining that

Lipulekh belongs to it.Nepal's
objection to the Kailash Mansarovar

territories based on the Sugauli Treaty
of 1816," the foreign ministry said in
the statement posted on social media.

not to conduct activities such as
road construction, expansion,
border trade and pilgrimage in the
area, it said.The statement added
that the Nepalese government has
also informed China about it."The
Nepal government is always
committed to resolving the border
issue through diplomatic channels
based on historical agreement,
understanding, facts, maps and
proofs in view of close and friendly
relations existing between Nepal and

e FEN
Washington.(Agency)

A United Airlines plane hit a lamppost and a

delivery truck on a New Jersey highway while
landing Sunday at Newark Liberty International
Airport, officials told AFP.Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) officials said the Boeing
767 landed safely after arriving from Venice,
Italy, and the agency would investigate the
incident.

No injuries were reported on the plane, and the

truck driver was taken to the hospital with minor
injuries and released, the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey said in a statement

The jet was carrying 221 passengers and 10 crew

members."While on approach to land at Newark
Liberty International Airport, United Airlines
Flight 169 struck a light pole on the New Jersey
Turnpike around 2 p.m. local time on Sunday,
May 3," the FAA said in a statement, adding that
the plane sustained minor damage.

The Port Authority said in a statement that the plane

caused "damage to a light post and a tractor trailer
traveling south on the NJ Turnpike."The H&S
Bakery truck "was unscathed" but "the wheel of
the commercial plane crashed into the driver's
window," according to Chuck Paterakis, a senior
vice president for the company, who added "the
truck driver suffered small cuts from the
incident."

United Airlines said in a statement it plans to

"conduct a rigorous flight safety investigation

warning; kills 1, hurts 4 in

Yatra came days after India announced "The Nepalese government has  India," the ministry said.Nepal claims into the incident and our crew has been removed

Lebanon strikes

BEIRUT.(Agency)

Israeli strikes on southern Lebanon killed at least
one person and wounded four rescuers on
Sunday, the Lebanese health ministry said, as
Israel maintained its attacks on the country
despite a fragile truce in its war with Hezbollah.

In separate statements, the ministry said a strike
on Arabsalim killed at least one person and
wounded three, including a child, and another
strike on Srifa wounded five people, including
four rescuers from the Hezbollah-affiliated
Islamic Health Committee.

“The ministry reiterates its condemnation of these
repeated attacks and recalls what is included in
Article 19 of the Geneva Convention regarding
the need to verify that medical facilities are safe
from any danger caused by attacks in conflict
zones, while what is happening is exactly the
opposite,” it said.

Israel’s military on Sunday issued new evacuation
warnings in southern Lebanon for villages
beyond the area it occupies. The warning covers
more than 10 villages and towns, including
several in the district of Nabatieh, which lies
north of the Litani River, south of which Israel
has stationed troops.

Arabsalim and Srifa were included in the warning.

Lebanon’s state-run National News Agency
reported a series of Israeli strikes across

that it would be held between June and
August."The Nepal government is
clear and fully committed to its stand
that Lipulekh, Limpiyadhura and
Kalapani, lying in the East of the
Mahakali river are its inseparable

reiterated its clear stand to both India
and China regarding the Kailash-
Mansarovar tour to be organised via
Nepalese territory, Lipulekh," it said.

Earlier, the Nepalese government had

also requested the government of India

that Lipulekh and Kalapani are its
territories, whereas India maintains
that the territories belong to it.Nepal's
K.P. Oli-led government in May 2020
included the territories, including
Kalapani and Lipulekh.

from service as part of this process."

New Jersey State Police, who responded to the

highway incident, and aircraft manufacturer
Boeing did not immediately respond to AFP's
request for comment.

Rudy Giuliani Hospitalised: Former NYC Mayor in
‘critical but stable’ condition, spokesman confirms

Giuliani became widely

known for his leadership

in New York after the

September 11 attacks,

which led to him being
called “America’s mayor”.

World.(Agency)

Rudy Giuliani, the former mayor of New

strength, and he’s fighting with that
same level of strength as we speak,”
Goodman said in a statement. He added

that Giuliani “remains in
critical but stable
condition”.

‘He’s fighting with strength’

Giuliani last appeared
publicly on Friday night
when he hosted his online
programme, America’s
Mayor Live, from Palm
Beach, Florida. During the
show, he coughed and said

and supported claims of fraud in the

was “so sad”. “Our fabulous Rudy

2020 US election, which was won by Joe
Biden. Courts and election reviews

Giuliani... has been hospitalised, and is

in critical condition,” Trump wrote,
adding: “What a tragedy... and
now, look at Rudy.”

Giuliani has faced legal troubles
in recent years, including a
defamation case brought by two
former election workers in
Georgia, who won a $148
million judgment against him.
He later reached a settlement
allowing him to keep some

assets.

southern Lebanon, including on towns not
mentioned in the evacuation warning.

Since April 17, a fragile ceasefire has been in place
between Israel and Lebanon, which was aimed
at pausing the violence between the Hezbollah
militant group and Israel’s military.On
Wednesday Israel’s military chief of staff Eyal
Zamir had threatened to strike Hezbollah
“beyond the yellow line”, which marks the area
of Israeli control.

York City and an ex-adviser to US
President Donald Trump, is in hospital in
critical but stable condition, his
spokesman said on Sunday.Spokesman
Ted Goodman did not say what caused
the 81-year-old to be admitted or how
long he has been in hospital. “Mayor
Giuliani is a fighter who has faced every
challenge in his life with unwavering

his voice was not well. “My
voice is a little under the
weather, so I won’t be able to
speak as loudly as I usually do,” he said.
Giuliani became widely known for his
leadership in New York after the
September 11 attacks, which led to him
being called “America’s mayor”.He
later worked as Trump’s personal lawyer

He was also hospitalised in
September after suffering
injuries, including a fractured

vertebra, in a car crash in New

a  Hampshire.

Giuliani was elected mayor of New York in
1993 after serving as a federal prosecutor
known for pursuing organised crime and
financial cases.

found no evidence of widespread fraud.

Trump says hospitalisation is ¢
tragedy’

Reacting to the news, Trump wrote on
social media that Giuliani was “a True
Warrior” and said his hospitalisation
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Dhoti Diplomacy: PM Modi’s Cultural Gesture

by Ashis Sinha

New Delhi: In a powerful
mix of symbolism and politi-
cal messaging, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday ar-
rived at the headquarters of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
dressed in traditional Bengali
dhoti-kurta, marking the par-
ty’s landmark breakthrough in
West Bengal.

The surprise appearance elec-
trified party workers, with
chants, drumbeats, and the
campaign anthem “Paltano
Dorkar” setting the tone for
a historic celebration. Modi
greeted jubilant supporters, his
attire widely seen as a cultural
outreach to Bengal at a mo-
ment of major political transi-
tion.

A Breakthrough Decades in
the Making

The BJP’s performance in West
Bengal signals a dramatic shift
in the state’s political landscape.
For decades, the party strug-

gled to gain a foothold in a
region dominated by strong
regional forces. This victory,
however, marks its first decisive
entry into power in the state—
an achievement party leaders
are calling transformative.
Early trends show the BJP rac-
ing ahead with leads in over
200 seats, while the All India
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
trails significantly, indicating a
sweeping mandate.

Modi’s Message: “The Lotus
Has Bloomed”

Taking to social media and ad-
dressing party workers, Modi
described the result as “histor-
ic;” crediting generations of BJP
karyakartas whose ground-
work made the victory possible.
“The lotus has bloomed in West
Bengal,” he declared, framing
the mandate as a triumph of
people-centric governance and
public trust. He emphasized
that the verdict reflects the as-
pirations of millions who voted
for change, development, and

dlgmty Modi a]so assured that
the BJP would work to justify
the unprecedented mandate,
promising a government fo-
cused on opportunity, inclusiv-
ity, and growth.

Strategy Meets Sentiment

The Bengal victory is being
attributed to a combination

of grassroots mobilisation,
sustained political expansion,
and a carefully crafted narra-
tive around governance and
development. The party’s abil-
ity to penetrate deep into rural
and semi-urban belts appears
to have played a crucial role in
overturning long-standing po-

Caps BJP's Historic Bengal Breakthrough

litical equations.

Equally significant was the use
of symbolism. Modis choice of
traditional Bengali attire at the
moment of victory sent a clear
message—of cultural connect,
political respect, and a renewed
attempt to align with Bengals
identity.

National Ripple Effect
Beyond the state, the result is
expected to reshape the broad-
er political narrative. The BJP’s
expansion into one of Indid’s
most politically ~ significant
states strengthens its national
footprint and alters the balance
of power within the opposition
camp. For the TMC, the out-
come marks a major setback
in its stronghold, raising ques-
tions about its future strategy
and leadership positioning at
the national level.

The Big Picture:

From the dhoti-kurta symbol-
ism to the sweeping electoral
numbers, the moment cap-
tured more than just a victory
celebration—it signaled a po-
litical turning point. With Ben-
gal now in its fold, the BJP has
not only expanded geographi-
cally but also reinforced its
narrative of nationwide domi-
nance, setting the stage for the
next phase of Indias political
battle

DAV Gua Alumna Alia Khanna Makes Mark
in Modeling and Film Industry

by Siddharth Pandey

Chaibasa: Alia Khanna, also known as Anjali Kumari, a
former student of DAV Gua, is steadily carving out a name
for herself in the worlds of modeling and cinema. Daugh-
ter of SAIL employee Sushil Das, currently posted at SAIL
Gua, and homemaker Anita Devi, Alias journey from a
small-town classroom to the glamour industry is drawing
admiration across the region.

Known during her school days for her all-round excellence,
Alia stood out not only academically but also in cultural
activities. She gained recognition early on for her perfor-
mances in dance and music, earning multiple certificates
and accolades at school events and SAIL-organised com-
petitions. Her consistent achievements helped her build
a strong identity within the Gua community even before
stepping into the professional spotlight.

Her recent success in modeling assignments and film pro-
jects has further elevated her profile, prompting widespread
appreciation from students, parents, and teachers associ-
ated with DAV Gua. Many in the community see her as an
inspiration for young aspirants aiming to pursue creative
careers.

Reflecting on her passion, Alia describes dance as a power-
ful expression of India’s cultural heritage. She believes that
dancers play a vital role in preserving and presenting the
country’s rich traditions on global platforms. With a deep-
rooted love for the art form, she aspires to represent India
and bring recognition to her roots through her talent and
dedication.

Alia Khanna's journey stands as a testament to how deter-
mination and artistic passion can open doors beyond geo-
graphical boundaries, inspiring a new generation of per-
formers from smaller towns.

AIIMS Develops Safer Surgical Technique
for Severe Spinal Deformities

New Delhi: The All India Institute of Medical Sciences has
introduced a refined surgical technique for treating severe
spinal deformities, offering a safer and more effective op-
tion for high-risk patients.

The institute said the procedure, developed and practised
over the past seven years, marks a significant breakthrough
in spine surgery, particularly for cases previously consid-
ered too complex or risky.

The technique is a modified version of posterior vertebral
column resection (PVCR), one of the most intricate spinal
surgeries. AIIMS noted that the method was first docu-
mented in an international scientific journal in 2020, high-
lighting its clinical relevance at the global level.

Double Blow to Mamata Banerjee: Loses Both Seats;
Suvendu Adhikari Wins Big in Bhabanipur ¢ Nandigram

Kolkata: In a stunning po-
litical ~ setback, ~Mamata
Banerjee has lost elections
from both Bhabanipur and
Nandigram, marking one of
the most dramatic moments
in West Bengal politics.

Her chief rival, Suvendu
Adhikari of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), secured
emphatic  victories—win-
ning Bhabanipur by 15,105
votes and Nandigram by
9,665 votes.
Twin Defeats
Stakes Battles
The contests in both Bhaba-
nipur and Nandigram were
among the most closely
watched in the 2026 Assem-
bly elections. While Bhaban-
ipur had long been consid-
ered Banerjee’s stronghold,
Nandigram carried deep
political symbolism, being
the site of her earlier rise
and later intense rivalry with
Adhikari.

The dual defeat delivers a se-
vere blow to Banerjee’s per-
sonal political standing and
to the All India Trinamool
Congress (TMC), which

in High-

has simultaneously faced a
broader electoral setback in
the state.

From Close Fight to Clear
Margins

Early counting suggested
tight contests in both con-
stituencies, with leads shift-
ing between candidates.
However, as rounds pro-
gressed, Adhikari stead-
ily widened the gap in both
seats, converting the battles
into decisive wins.

Adhikari’s Dominance

The twin victories firmly es-
tablish Adhikari as a central
force in Bengal politics and
a key architect of the BJP’s
surge in the state. Defeating a
sitting Chief Minister in two
constituencies  underscores
his growing influence and
strategic importance within
the party.

Political Fallout

Banerjee’s loss from both
seats is being seen as a wa-

tershed moment, signalling
a sharp shift in voter senti-
ment. It not only weakens her
leadership position but also
reflects the BJP’s deep pen-
etration into areas once con-
sidered TMC bastions.

The twin defeats of Mamata
Banerjee and Suvendu Adhi-
kari’s double victory mark a
decisive turning point—re-
shaping West Bengal’s politi-
cal landscape and altering the
balance of power in the state.

India Post Awards SPARSH Scholarships to

Ranchi: Eighteen stu-
dents of S.R. DAV Pub-
lic School, Pundag, were
awarded annual schol-
arships of 6,000 each

under the Deendayal
SPARSH scheme of the
Department of Posts,

Government of India.

The scheme aims to pro-
mote philately among
students of Classes 6 to
9 through research-based
and learning.
Beneficiaries are selected
via a state-level competi-

creative

tion, where 40 students
from across Jharkhand
qualify for the one-year
scholarship along with
project assignments.

The scholarship cheques
were distributed during a
school function attended
by Principal Tapas Ghosh
and Sandeep Kumar Mah-

18 Students of DAV Pundag in Ranchi

to, Marketing Executive
and In-charge of the Phi-
lately Bureau at Ranchi
GPO. Teacher Smriti
Singh also encouraged the
students on the occasion.
Students expressed en-
thusiasm on receiving the
awards and pledged to
further pursue stamp col-
lecting. Officials said the
initiative not only pro-
vides financial support
but also fosters creativity
and knowledge-building
among young learners.

Tamil Nadu Poll Twist:

Vijay’s TVK Surges, DMK-AIADMK
Face Setback

Chennai: Tamil cinema star Vljay has scrlpted a stunning
political debut, with his party Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
emerging as a dominant force in Tamil Nadu’s Assembly
poll trends.

Riding on massive fan support converted into a disciplined
grassroots network, TVK has surged ahead in early counts,
challenging the long-standing dominance of Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam and All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam.

The party’s rapid rise is being attributed to a strong youth
wave, anti-incumbency sentiment, and Vijay’s outsider ap-
peal. Contesting without alliances, TVK positioned itself as
a clean and fresh alternative, backed by focused messaging
on jobs, welfare, and governance.

More than just star power, the party’s booth-level cadre
strength has played a key role in converting popularity into
votes, turning what was once seen as an “X-factor” into the
central story of the election.

If trends sustain, Vijay could be on course to reshape Tamil
Nadu’s political landscape—marking a decisive shift from
traditional Dravidian politics to a new, personality-driven
era.

DDMS, DMS Officials Conduct
Technical Visit at KIOM

Gua:Officials from DDMS and DMS carried out a techni-
cal inspection at KIOM, accompanied by a focused aware-
ness and training session at the Learning & Development
Centre (L&DC), Kiriburu.

The session covered critical aspects such as shutdown
procedures, CEA regulations, and relevant operational
circulars, aimed at strengthening on-ground compliance.
Employees from KIOM, MIOM, GOM, and MOM units
participated, along with CGM Mines of KIOM and MIOM.
The training emphasized adherence to statutory norms,
improved safety practices, and better preparedness during
shutdown operations. The programme concluded with an
interactive discussion, highlighting a collective commit-
ment to safe and compliant mining operations. A vote of
thanks was delivered by the KIOM Mines Manager.

DPS Bokaro Holds Workshops on Stress
Management, Child Safety for Staff

Bokaro: Delhi Public School (DPS) Bokaro organized fo-
cused workshops for its administrative and support staff on
stress management and child safety.

School counsellor Lal Shubhendra Nath Shahdeo led the
sessions, sharing practical techniques to manage stress
through lifestyle changes such as exercise, adequate sleep,
yoga, reduced screen time, and guided breathing exercises.
In a separate session for support staff, he explained key pro-
visions of the POCSO Act, emphasizing vigilance, preven-
tive measures against child abuse, and ways to ensure a safe
environment for children.

Principal Dr. A. S. Gangwar highlighted that staff well-
being and child safety remain top priorities, describing a
stress-free workplace as essential for institutional growth.
This version removes duplication and reads tighter for print
or digital news.

Great Nicobar Project Under Attack: Is China Fueling a
Disinformation War Against India?

by Ashis Sinha

Indias ambitious Great Nico-
bar Island Development Pro-
ject is now at the centre of a
larger  geopolitical ~ contest,
with security experts flagging
a possible disinformation push
linked to China aimed at slow-
ing or reshaping the project’s

the Indo-Pacific region.

Why Beijing Is Watching
Closely

Analysts say the project direct-
ly intersects with Chinas ex-
panding maritime ambitions.
Over the past decade, Beijing
has steadily increased its pres-
ence across the Indian Ocean,
securing ports and strengthen-

trajectory. . s

yecory: . . ing logistics networks.
Strategic Location Raises . . .
Stakes Indias move in Great Nicobar

Located close to the Strait of
Malacca, one of the worlds
busiest shipping lanes, Great
Nicobar holds immense stra-
tegic value. A large share of
global trade—and a signifi-
cant portion of Chinas energy
imports—passes through this
corridor.

India’s proposed development,
including a transshipment
port, international airport and
military-linked infrastructure,
is expected to significantly en-
hance New Delhis ability to
monitor and project power in

is widely seen as a counterbal-
ance. A stronger Indian foot-
print near the Malacca choke-
point could, in a crisis scenario,
enable New Delhi to track Chi-
nese naval activity, influence
shipping flows and challenge
Beijing’s regional dominance.
Disinformation ~ Concerns
Surface

Security observers argue that
the battle is not limited to
physical infrastructure. In-
creasingly, attention is turn-
ing to information warfare—
where narratives, rather than

& I T T T T

missiles, shape outcomes.
Disinformation campaigns, ex-
perts note, often do not rely on
outright falsehoods. Instead,
they amplify existing concerns
to create pressure. In the case of
Great Nicobar, environmental
risks, tribal rights, and sustain-
ability questions have become
focal points of global debate.
While these concerns are real
and part of any major develop-
ment discourse, analysts cau-
tion that their amplification at
international platforms may
not always be organic.

Fault Lines Being Exploited
The project has already trig-
gered debate over ecological
impact, including deforesta-
tion and biodiversity loss, as
well as concerns regarding in-
digenous communities.
According to analysts, such
issues—though legitimate—

can be leveraged to:

o Build international scru-
tiny and pressure

o Delay clearances and ex-
ecution timelines

o Deepen domestic politi-
cal and social divisions

This overlap of activism, policy
debate and geopolitical interest
makes it increasingly difficult
to distinguish between genu-
ine criticism and strategic nar-

rative shaping.
Indo-Pacific Rivalry in Play
The developments around

Great Nicobar reflect the
broader strategic contest un-
folding across the Indo-Pacific.
Chinas network of ports and
influence corridors has often
been viewed as an effort to se-
cure trade routes and expand
its reach.

India, in response, is stepping
up its maritime capabilities
and infrastructure. In this con-
text, delays or disruptions to
the Nicobar project are seen as
strategically advantageous to

Beijing.
Beyond Development: A
Strategic Contest

The Great Nicobar debate un-
derscores a shifting reality—
major infrastructure projects

are no longer just economic
ventures but geopolitical flash-
points.

Experts point out that modern
conflicts increasingly involve
shaping perception, slowing
decision-making and influenc-
ing public discourse. In such a
landscape, controlling the nar-
rative can be as critical as con-
trolling territory.

The Bottom Line

The controversy around Great
Nicobar is no longer confined
to environment versus devel-
opment. It now sits at the in-
tersection of national security,
regional power balance and
global information dynamics.
For India, the project repre-
sents a strategic leap in the
Indo-Pacific. For China, any
delay or dilution could serve
long-term interests. And in
this unfolding contest, the bat-
tle over narratives may prove
just as decisive as develop-
ments on the ground.
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Maharashtra bypolls: Sunetra Pawar heads to decisive
win in Baramati, BJP’s Akshay Kardile leads in Rahuri

Pawar in a plane crash near Baramati airstrip in  His son and BJP nominee Akshay Kardile was

Pune district on January 28. leading over his nearest rival, NCP (SP)
His wife Sunetra Pawar, contesting her first candidate Govind Mokate, by over 21,000 votes,

assembly poll, is posied for a huge win riding a  as per the latest trends.

sympathy wave, and given her family's strong As per the latest trends on the Election

hold on the constituency. Commission's website, Sunetra Pawar secured

No major political party has fielded candidates 61,917 votes, while only one of her 22 rivals
against her.In the Rahuri Assembly seat by-  managed to cross the 200-vote mark so far.
election, BJP’s Akshay Kardile was ahead of his  In a post on X, the deputy CM said, "As the results
rivals, as per trends available on the Election are being declared today, I dedicate the trust
Commission’s website. reposed in me through your votes to the sacred
memory of respected Ajit Dada (as he was
fondly called)." She said the moment was
emotional for her supporters as it revived
memories of the late leader.

"I humbly appeal to all party workers and
supporters who deeply loved Dada not to take
out victory processions or celebrate with gulal.

Let us maintain restraint and conduct ourselves
in a manner befitting his ideals," Sunetra
Pawar said.She also thanked the electorate for
the mandate and said it marked the beginning
of anew phase for the constituency.

"I sincerely thank the people of Baramati for
giving me the opportunity to realise Dada's

vision. This is not the end, but just the beginning -

of determination, struggle, and a new Baramati,"
she added.

Sunetra Pawar appealed to
NCP workers and her
supporters not to take out
victory processions once the
result is declared.

New Delhi.(Agency)
aharashtra Deputy Chief Minister
Sunetra Pawar headed towards a
decisive win by a wide margin in
the Baramati Assembly bypoll as vote
counting was underway on Monday.She
appealed to NCP workers and her supporters
not to take out victory processions once the
result is declared.She dedicated the trust
placed in her by voters to the memory of her
late husband, Ajit Pawar, and urged people to
exercise restraint and uphold conduct that
reflects his ideals.
The byelection, held on April 23, was necessitated ~ The Rahuri seat in Ahilyanagar district became
following the death of the then Deputy CM and ~ vacant after BJP MLA Shivaji Kardile’s death in
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) head Ajit ~ Octoberlastyear.

Thalapathy Vijay to Chief Minister Vijay?
TVK delivers Tamil Nadu blockbuster

While the counting of votes is still underway, trends suggest that Vijay's TVK is leading in 108 seats while the ruling
DMK is ahead in just 52 seats.

Chennai.(Agency)

In a stunning political upset that has redrawn
Tamil Nadu’s power map, actor-turned-
politician Vijay has propelled his party,
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), to emerge as
the single largest force in the state. What began
as a fan-driven movement has now translated
into a sweeping electoral mandate, dismantling
the long-standing dominance of the DMK and
AIADMK.

Riding on a wave of youth support, anti-
incumbency sentiment, and a crafted grassroots
campaign, Vijay has delivered a blockbuster
performance that few predicted at this scale. The
result signals not just a victory, but a decisive shift

Bihar bridge scare: 25-metre slab of
Vikramshila Setu collapses, no casualties

According to experts, this bridge had been on "life support" for quite some time.

show Vijay’s TVK leading in 108 seats, while the
ruling DMK is ahead in just 52. The AIADMK
has retained much of its rural base and is
emerging as the second-largest party, leading in
73 seats.The TVK has swept the Chennai region,
leading in 31 of the 37 seats. It is also ahead in 49
of 65 urban constituencies, gains that appear to
have come largely at the expense of the DMK,
traditionally dominant in urban Tamil Nadu.
The party has also emerged as the largest force in
southern Tamil Nadu, leading in 27 of the 58
seats.The ATADMK continues to hold its rural
base, leading in 49 of 116 rural seats. However, the
TVK has made significant inroads here as well,
leading in 33 seats.

in Tamil Nadu’s political narrative.
WHAT THE TRENDS SUGGEST
While vote counting is still underway, early trends

Hosapete.(Agency)

Deputy CM DK Shivakumar on Sunday
alleged large-scale electoral
malpractice in the Sringeri
constituency, claiming that more than

Patna .(Agency) slab approximately 25 meters in length collapsed

into the river."A timely alert prevented a major
incident. Otherwise, buses bound for
Muzaffarpur and Araria would have been on the
bridge. Currently, all vehicular movement across
the bridge has come to a
@  standstill, and traffic has been
diverted toward Munger and
Sultanganj," a senior
administrative officer said.
——+ The foundation stone for the
bridge was laid on November
15, 1990, by the then Chief
Minister, Lalu Prasad Yadav
and it was inaugurated in July
2001 during the tenure of chief
minister, Rabri Devi. The
responsibility for constructing the bridge was
entrusted with the Uttar Pradesh State Bridge
Corporation.The initial estimated cost for
constructing this 4.7-kilometer-long bridge was
approximately Rs 167.58 crore—a figure.

A major incident was averted when a large slab of
the Vikramshila Setu, which connects Bihar’s
Poorvanchal and Seemanchal regions in north
Bihar, fell into the river Ganga in Bhagalpur
district in the early hours of
Monday.The large slab of
Vikramshila Setu collapsed
near pillar number 133 and
fell into the Ganga River,
causing panic in the area. No
lives were lost in the
incident.

Sources claimed that around
11:33 PM on Sunday night,
police personnel noticed
signs of sudden ground
subsidence and cracks developing near pillar
number 133. Senior officials were alerted, and
vehicular access to the bridge was immediately
suspended.

Within an hour and a half later—at 1:10 AM—a

200 postal ballots were tampered with
in a well-planned conspiracy
involving certain officials.

Terming the episode an insult to
democracy, he demanded a
thorough probe and strict legal
action against those responsible. He
said that the alleged irregularities
came to light after the counting
process, despite ballots having been
duly signed and verified. He
accused individuals linked to the
BJP of colluding with junior
officials to manipulate the ballots
after polling.

cast in favour of the Congress
candidate were deliberately invalidated
by marking them with a different pen.
“This was done after the election. Even
during the recount, discrepancies were
noticed. Though we gained two

— .
Mamata Banerjee's

allegations came

"

New Delhi.(Agency) i

Hours before the counting of votes for West
Bengal assembly elections was scheduled
to begin, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
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BJP's Assam Fortress: Can
Congress Exploit Anti-
Incumbency In Key Seats?

DY CM Shivakumar alleges postal ballot
tampering in Sringerl, terms it insult to democracy

additional votes, several ballots in the
same bundle had been tampered with,”
he said. The DCM alleged that similar
irregularities were reported in the
Jayanagar constituency. He welcomed
the role of election officers and
observers who, he said, had

documented the discrepancies and
reported them to the court.

He alleged that over 280 votes initially ~ Shivakumar said the government would
pursue the matter legally and ensure
that a criminal case leads to
accountability. “Such acts undermine
public trust in democratic institutions.
We will not allow this to go
unchallenged,” he said.

"Power Cuts, CCTVs Turned Off": Mamata Banerjee's Big Charge Before Counting

suspicious situation anywhere, surround

them, file complaints immediately, and

‘8t demand CCTV footage," Banerjee, who is
seeking a fourth term, said.

She alleged that all of this is being done at the

Assam Assembly Election Results 2026: Polling in Assam was
conducted in a single phase on April 9. A turnout of 85.96 per cent

was recorded among the more than 2.50 crore registered voters.

New Delhi .(Agency)

The battle for Assam reaches its conclusion on Monday as votes are
counted in the state assembly election, deciding whether the BJP-
led NDA secures a third consecutive term in power or the Congress-
led opposition manages to mount a challenge after an intense
campaign.Electronic Voting Machines (EVM) across 126 assembly
constituencies will be opened at 40 counting centres spread over all
35 districts of the state. Among the 722 candidates in the fray, 59 are
women.

Nagaon district will have three separate counting centres, while
Kokrajhar, Tinsukia and Jorhat will each have two. Twenty-five
companies of the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) have been
deployed to secure the counting centres and the strongrooms where
the EVMs are stored. Authorities will additionally deploy 800
unarmed police personnel to transport the EVMs from the
strongrooms to the counting halls.

Chief Electoral Officer Anurag Goel stated that two more CAPF
companies will remain on static duty. Ninety-three companies of
state armed police are already positioned in the districts. Eighty-
five Assault Groups have also been mobilised to handle any
untoward incidents on counting day.

How Parties Contested

Polling in Assam was conducted in a single phase on April 9. A
turnout of 85.96 per cent was recorded among the more than 2.50
crore registered voters. The Congress fielded the largest number of
candidates with 99, followed by the BJP with 90. The AIUDF
contested 30 seats, while NDA allies Asom Gana Parishad (AGP)
put up 26 and Bodo Peoples' Front (BPF) 11. In the opposition
alliance, Raijor Dal contested 13 seats, Assam Jatiya Parishad 10,
CPI(M) three and All Party Hill Leaders Conference two.

The Aam Aadmi Party and United People's Party Liberal each
contested 18 seats, the TMC 22, and the JMM 16. There are also 258
independent candidates.

0l guard uneasy as Uddhay

moves to push Sena next gen

Mumboai.(Agency)

Uddhav Thackeray's decision not to contest the
election for the legislative council is being
interpreted as a sign of change of guard in the
Shiv Sena (UBT). Party insiders say Uddhav is
preparing the ground for handing over the party
reins to son Aditya Thackeray.

When Uddhav became the Maharashtra chief
minister in 2019, he got himself elected as a
member of the legislative council, while Aditya
was elected to the assembly. The father-son duo
had both Houses covered then. Aditya continues
tobe an MLA from Mumbai's Worli constituency.

Now, with the Shiv Sena (UBT) nominating
Ambadas Danave as its candidate for MLC polls
for the lone seat that the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) can win, Aditya’s stock is set to rise in the
party. Observers say, with Aditya’s ascent,
Uddhav has made « decision to groom the next
generation of leadership and bring fresh faces in
the party.

Sources say that Aditya’s involvement in party's
decision-making has already increased, even
when it is not being taken kindly by its old guard.
However, Aditya seems undeterred and is
planning to make largescale changes for the next
Lok Sabha and assembly elections. “When Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut unilaterally
announced Sharad Pawar's name as the MVA
candidate for the Rajya Sabha, Aditya
Thackeray was in favour of re-sending MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi to the House.

alleged on Monday that power has been cut ; "behest of the BJP". S | This time, the Shiv Sena, by choosing Danve, has
hourS before the near the electronic voting machines' West Bengal Minister Shashi Panja, who is | gropped its claim over the Rajya Sabha seat that
(EVMs) strongrooms. X 48 seeking reelection from the Shyampukur | .14 have seen the re-nomination of Raut for the

In a post on X around 1 am, the Trinamool
Congtress (TMC) chief also claimed that
CCTVs are being turned off and vehicles . > =
are entering and exiting the premises of ; E. . il .
strongrooms.

counting of votes

for West Bengal

»  assembly seat, also shared a video of a
computer screen showing a "camera blackout"
in Kolkata's Khudiram Anushilini Stadium.

“Camera blackout in Khudiram Anushilini
stadium, Kolkata, resumed after our protests,

Rajya Sabha. Now, it will be tough for Raut to get
elected to the Rajya Sabha. In short, Aditya chose
to encourage and promote the state-level
leadership of Danave over Raut,” said a person
who is privy to this development.

assembly eleCtionS "Be careful. Give guard. Stay awake at night.
Make a complaint. I'm receiving reports from
was scheduled to

load-shedding is being done in phases, CCTVs but why this repeated disruption?

are being turned off, and vehicles are moving in - We are alert. We demand to see the footage which

and out of strongrooms," she posted in Bengali. was not visible. The fight is on," she wrote on
"l am calling upon my party workers: justas Iam  X.She had held a meeting with her party's

Sources said that Aditya plans to build his own
team of young leaders from different parts of

various places that load-shedding is being
begin.

=l
=

deliberately imposed. From Hooghly's
Serampore, Nadia's Krishnanagar, Burdwan's
Aushgram, to Kolkata's Khudiram Anushilan
Kendra, such incidents have come to light where

staying up all night to keep an eye on everything,
you too stay up all night and guard the people's
votes in the strongrooms. If anyone creates any

counting agents for the Bhabanipur
constituency, from where she is seeking a re-
election, on Sunday evening.

Maharashtra. “In the coming day, we will see
more changes that will help Aditya tighten his
grip over the party,” said an observer.
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Defections redraw Punjab’s
political battle lines

THE defection of seven of the 10 AAP Rajya Sabha
MPs, six of them representing Punjab, and their
subsequent merger with the saffron party has
boosted perceptions of a resurgent BJP as a party
of change committed to muscular nationalism
that can ensure the security of the citizens in these
difficult times. This has strong resonance in the
border state that has borne the brunt of terrorism
for many years.The switching of loyalties by the
AAP MPs to the BJP could facilitate a possible
pre-poll alliance with the Akali Dal, which isina
revival mode, with the BJP in a stronger
negotiating position. This possibility will
significantly alter the political dynamics in the
state.In the changed scenario, the Congress could
find its prospects as the principal claimant to the
anti-incumbency vote negatively impacted, in
what is likely to be a fiercely contested election to
the Vidhan Sabha early next year. To play its
rightful role in Punjab, the grand old party will
need to reinvent itself as a merit-based inclusive
party, appealing to the progressive imagination of
the people rather than as one encouraging casteist
majoritarianism contrary to the constitutional
vision crafted by its leaders.

Also, the current political logic and electoral
arithmetic in Punjab demand that the Congress
and the AAP reassess their political strategies,
particularly in view of the post-poll exigencies,
including the possibility of a fractured mandate.

Ten months is a long time in politics, and the AAP
being in the driver's seat can still enlist popular
allegiance through a vigorous implementation of
its welfare schemes, a demonstration of just and
fair governance and by addressing the pervasive
perception of a deteriorating law and order
situation in the state. Those who insist on writing
the political obituary of the AAP may find
themselves celebrating too early.But beyond the
considerations of realpolitik, there are larger
issues that must be debated in the public realm. In
these troubled times, marked by intense political
and personal rivalries and a fragile socio-political
edifice, Punjab can show the way for constructive
and civilised politics that is conducive to a robust,
consensual democracy. This is not an option but a
necessity if major policy issues for Punjab's
renewal as a progressive state are to be initiated
and implemented.Over the years, the state has
had a faltering record on major development
indices and its economic strength at present is
among the poorest, as per the Niti Aayog's fiscal
index. In the conduct of politics, no political party
can ignore the grave challenges that Punjab faces.
These include the pressing issues relating to
environment and climate change, health and
educational infrastructure, diversification of the
state's economy, religious and casteist divides
and the rise of identity politics, creeping
extremism and a worrying law and order
situation.Clearly, visceral political and personal
animosities destructive of the forging of a broad
consensus on critical policy choices will not serve
the cause of Punjab and the credibility of the
state's political leadership. Reckless allegations
against political rivals, treating them as personal
enemies to be tarnished and crushed at will, have
eroded the credibility of the political class as a
whole, thereby denuding the democratic process
of its moral legitimacy.The absence of a
meaningful public discourse on substantive
issues as listed herein has robbed politics of its
purpose and has exposed the failure of all
political parties to mould and reflect the priorities
of the nation. While democratic politics cannot
escape the seduction of populism, it must
concede space for principles that must survive the
momentary impulses as a guarantee of social and
political stability.There are also fundamental
questions about the means and ends. If the
advancement of human dignity is the aspirational
goal of our constitutional state.

Tribune flyover threatens Chandigarh’s founding vision

Expanding road capacity does not solve congestion; it invites more vehicles

Chandigarh stands at a perilous crossroads where the

pressures of regional expansion threaten to dismantle the
very logic of'its creation. The impending construction of
the Tribune Flyover is more than an urban design failure;
it is a fundamental rejection of sustainability and the
vision of an inclusive, humane city. This 1.6-kilometer
concrete monolith is an obsolete 20th century response
to a 21st century crisis - an intervention that ignores the
statutory mandates of the Chandigarh Master Plan
(CMP) 2031 and violates the city's unique architectural
legacy. We are no longer just debating a traffic solution;
we are deciding whether to remain a global benchmark
for humane urbanism or surrender our identity to a
highway culture Le Corbusier sought to transcend.Le
Corbusier conceived Chandigarh as a biological
organism, where each part of the city performed a
specific function within a larger, integrated whole. This
harmony relied on the 7V hierarchy of roads - a carefully
graded system from pedestrian paths (V7) to fast
vehicular roads (V1), designed to function as a
circulatory network. By separating fast-moving traffic
from local movement, this structure ensured not only
efficiency but also safety, environmental balance, and a
humane public realm. It is a system intended to privilege
order over chaos, and people over vehicles.This
foundational logic is precisely what interventions like
the Tribune Flyover begin to unravel. By privileging
speed and volume over hierarchy and separation, such
projects disrupt the delicate balance that the city's road
system was designed to maintain. The most damning
argument against this approach lies in decades of global
evidence on Induced Demand. Cities such as Los
Angeles and Houston have repeatedly demonstrated this
phenomenon, where multi-billion-dollar highway
expansions resulted in little to no long-term congestion
relief. The reality is that expanding road capacity does
not solve congestion; it invites more vehicles,
exacerbates carbon emissions, and merely funnels
congestion to the next junction.Chandigarh is not
immune to this pattern. We have already witnessed the
damage caused by short-sighted road widening, which
has systematically eroded our green road berms and
safety zones. By prioritising through-traffic on our V2
and V3 roads - originally designed as internal city
arteries - we have allowed them to become high-speed
transit corridors that serve bypassing vehicles at the
expense of our residents, pedestrians, environment, and
public transport.As highlighted in a recent webinar by
IIT Roorkee on "City, Equality and Happiness", the
global paradigm is shifting toward the democratization
of road space, which is being implemented in cities
across continents. Enrique Pefialosa, former Mayor of

Bogota, Colombia famously noted that a city is only
"smart" when it prioritizes the dignity of human
movement over the speed of machines. India holds a
unique advantage: unlike the "locked-in" car-centric
cities of the West, we still have the opportunity to
leapfrog directly to 21st century mobility by investing in
advanced public transport and pedestrian networks.In
Chandigarh, this dignity is being eroded. While the V8
cycle tracks are often viewed as a recent addition, they
were integral to the original Chandigarh Master Plan
(CMP) of the 1950's. Their neglect, along with the
incomplete implementation of the V7 pedestrian paths
has gradually pushed Chandigarh into car dependency.
To be truly humane, we must prioritize the cyclist and the

pedestrian over the private car.

This struggle echoes the opposition led by Jane Jacobs

against the proposed Lower Manhattan Expressway in
New York, where she argued that cities are communities
to be nurtured, not corridors for vehicular movement. A
more recent example can be seen in Cheonggyecheon
Stream in Seoul, South Korea, where the removal of an
elevated highway did not lead to the predicted gridlock.
Instead, it improved urban ecology, reduced ambient
temperatures, and boosted tourism, demonstrating the
long-term benefits of reclaiming infrastructure for
people rather than vehicles.This regression in our
planning philosophy is most evident in the quiet collapse
of the Punjab New Capital (Periphery) Control Act,
1952. Conceived to protect Chandigarh's character
beyond its borders, the Act has been reduced to a
formality as uncoordinated and ever-expanding satellite
townships mushroom across Mohali, Panchkula,
Zirakpur, and New Chandigarh. Every morning,
thousands of vehicles stream into the city, unconcerned
with the invisible lines that planners once believed
would hold. The result is a city absorbing pressures it
was never designed to. The Chandigarh Master Plan
(CMP) 2031 clearly recognizes that this is not a local
problem but a regional one, calling for a binding

Curbing hate speech: Law enforcement beset by partisanship

Interstate Regional Planning Board and an Integrated
Interstate Traffic and Transportation Plan (IITTP). These
are not optional instruments of governance but essential
safeguards against systemic failure. Without them, we are
not solving congestion. We are adding scars and placing
costly bandages on a widening regional wound, treating
symptoms while the underlying imbalance
deepens.Ignoring this statutory vacuum carries a
profound environmental and human cost. The proposed
flyover disregards the Expert Heritage Committee's
warnings on preserving Chandigarh's defining "open-to-
sky" vistas and necessitates the felling of the historic
Mango Garden. This grove is not a cluster of trees. It is
living infrastructure, a quiet lung deliberately placed
between the city and its pollution, a biological filter
embedded into the city's original design. Its removal is
not just ecological loss; it is the erasure of intent.At the
same time, the termnation of a high-speed corridor near
GMCH-32 threatens the integrity of a designated silence
zone, introducing a constant stream of noise and
disruption into a space where recovery depends on calm.
In the name of easing movement, we risk degrading both
the air we breathe and the spaces where we heal. The path
forward does not lie in pouring more concrete, but in
rethinking how the city moves. Instead of a flyover that
accelerates vehicles through Chandigarh, we must invest
in solutions that allow the city to function at a human
pace: grade-separated underpasses where necessary,
intelligent traffic management and a deliberate
reallocation of road space toward pedestrians, cyclists
and public transport. This is not an abstract ideal. It is the
difference between a city where daily needs can be met
within a short walk and one where every errand demands
a cross-city drive. Restoring self-sufficient
neighbourhoods means revitalising sector markets so
they serve everyday life, not niche specialisation that
pulls people across sectors unnecessarily. When
movement is local, pressure on the entire system eases.
When streets are designed for people, not just vehicles,
the city regains its social and environmental balance.

True progress requires the courage to enforce what already

exists on paper: the statutory Red Lines against
encroachment, the long-delayed regional coordination,
and the prioritisation of a robust, high-frequency public
transport network. The choice before Chandigarh is not a
flyover versus traffic. It is a choice between two futures.
One is defined by speed, fragmentation, and a gradual
erosion of identity. The other is rooted in balance,
accessibility, and the enduring vision of a humane city.

Infrastructure decisions of this scale do more than alter

movement patterns; they quietly rewrite the values a city

lives by.

The SC has sounded a moral alarm by asserting that hate speech is “fundamentally antithetical” to the constitutional value of fraternity

THE Supreme Court has observed that existing

legal provisions are sufficient to deal with
hate speech, an offence which poses a threat
to public order as well as communal
harmony. Putting the onus on the executive,
the Court has flagged uneven enforcement of
laws as a major concern. The SC has sounded
a moral alarm by asserting that hate speech is
“fundamentally antithetical” to the
constitutional value of fraternity. Its message

is clear: the erosion of civil discourse strikes
at the very foundation of the republic.Laws
that remain dormant or are selectively
applied are as ineffective as laws that don’t
exist. The executive, particularly law
enforcement agencies, needs to act without
fear or favour. However, the efforts of
governments to curb hate speech have left a lot to be
desired. Powerful politicians often get away with
divisive and communal remarks because the police are

reluctant to take action against them. It’s this brazen
dereliction of duty that the courts must closely monitor
and firmly reprimand. When offenders go unpunished,

the rule of law and public trust in institutions are
undermined.

The judiciary’s refusal to create new legal
mechanisms shifts the responsibility to the
legislature. Parliament must now assess whether
the current framework of provisions is adequate
in an age where speech travels instantly and
widely through digital platforms. If gaps exist,
they must be addressed through carefully
crafted legislation that balances free expression
with the constitutional vision of unity, dignity
and equality. Public figures, in particular, must
exercise restraint as their reckless remarks can
fan the flames. Ultimately, combating hate
speech requires a collective effort. The State
must enforce the law impartially, the legislature
ought to remain responsive and the citizens

should uphold the spirit of fraternity. And the judiciary

needs to step in whenever the other pillars of
democracy falter.

Does Trump’s war with Iran mark the start of de-dollarisation?

«« Lhe immediate effects are visible: a sharp rise in gas prices, inflation climbing to a two-year high, and growing concerns that, as consumers cut back on spending to offset higher costs, unemployment will rise

As the economic consequences of US President Donald
Trump’s war against Iran become evident, policymakers
around the world are running out of patience. The recent
Spring Meetings of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and World Bank in Washington made this
abundantly clear, with UK Chancellor of the Exchequer
Rachel Reeves lamenting the “folly” of a war that is “not
ours”.But much of the cost will be borne by the US itself.
The immediate effects are visible: a sharp rise in gas
prices, inflation climbing to a two-year high, and
growing concerns that, as consumers cut back on
spending to offset higher costs, unemployment will rise.
While these short-term shocks are serious, a major risk
that has received less attention is that the dollar could
lose its status as the world’s primary trade and reserve
currency.

The decline of a reserve currency is a slow process. The
British pound ceded its dominance to the US dollar over
roughly two decades, beginning in the 1920s. As Barry
Eichengreen has noted, the Roman denarius — arguably
the world’s first international currency — also
unravelled over a long period, starting when Emperor
Nero debased it in the first century CE.

Any international currency ultimately depends on trust. [
witnessed this during my time as chief economic adviser
to the Indian government under Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. On August 5,2011, S&P downgraded
the US long-term credit rating from AAA to AA+,
fuelling fears of immediate capital flight. Instead, the
opposite happened: money flowed into the US economy.
In the face of global turbulence, investors trusted that the
US would honour its obligations, no matter the cost.

That trust, a cornerstone of soft power, is rapidly eroding.
Samantha Power, the former administrator of US
Agency for International Development (USAID),

highlighted this in a recent
lecture at Cornell University,
where she criticised the Trump
administration’s decision to
dismantle the agency. The abrupt
and “heartless” manner in which
it was shut down, she said, halted
humanitarian aid without
warning, leading to immense
suffering among populations
around the world that had
depended on its continuity.The
closure of USAID, alongside
Trump’s military adventures in
Iran and Venezuela and relentless
attacks on long-standing allies
like Canada and Denmark, has
cast a shadow over America’s
global standing and
trustworthiness. This, in turn,
puts the dollar’s hegemonic
status atrisk.

To understand the potential cost,
consider seigniorage: because
the dollar is globally trusted, the
Federal Reserve can print a USD

10 bill for less than seven cents, and it will be accepted at
full value around the world. As empires from Rome to
Britain have shown, issuing the world’s leading currency
allows a country to create value almost out of thin air.
Losing that capacity would slow economic growth.

Unless US policy reverses course, this year may go down
in history as the moment the US dollar began to lose its
status as the world’s currency.

This raises the question: Which currency will replace the

dollar? The renminbi appears to be the strongest
candidate. A decade ago, the Chinese currency gained
credibility when the IMF included it in the basket of
global currencies underpinning Special Drawing Rights
(the Fund’s reserve asset), but it was still widely
dismissed as “no match” for the greenback. Today, the
prospect of renminbi primacy no longer seems
unthinkable.Yet China’s ability to assume that global
role is far from assured. As economist Qiao Liu observed

in his 2016 book ‘Corporate China
2.0’, the country combines an
“authoritative political regime”
with more flexible institutional
arrangements in which
“relationships still matter”, a
hybrid that does not readily inspire
the kind of global confidence a
reserve currency requires.

Chinese President Xi Jinping
appears to understand this
dynamic. In a 2024 speech, Xi
emphasised the need to
internationalise the renminbi to
bolster China’s soft power, calling
for a “powerful currency that can
be widely used in international
trade, investment, and foreign-
exchange markets and attain
reserve currency status”. But the
main obstacle to reserve-currency
status for the renminbi — the
maintenance of capital controls —
remains firmly in place.

The strongest rebuke of Trump’s
policies over the past year came
from an unexpected source: King Charles III. His
address to Congress on April 28, delivered with
characteristic British wit and restraint, sent a clear
message that the US is on the wrong path, one that could
destroy its global standing.

There was, however, cause for optimism. The repeated
bursts of bipartisan applause Charles received from
members of Congress suggested they were already
aware of America’s predicament.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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KKR players smash cake on
Andre Russell's face after

win vs SRH

New Delhi. (Agency)

Hilarious celebrations unfolded at the team
hotel after Kolkata Knight Riders beat
SunRisers Hyderabad at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium on Sunday. KKR
exacted revenge on SRH this season,
handing them a comprehensive seven-
wicket defeat.

Spinners Sunil Narine and Varun
Chakravarthy spun a web around the SRH
batting line-up before young Angkrish
Raghuvanshi calmly guided the 166-run
chase in Hyderabad.After the win, the
team returned to the hotel and marked the
occasion by smashing cake on the face of
none other than Andre Russell, who had
celebrated his birthday a few days before
the game.

KKR posted a video of the celebrations on
social media, where players can be seen
rubbing a whole chocolate cake on
Russell’s face. Russell’s former West
Indies teammate Narine was the first to
start the fun, while head coach Abhishek
Nayar held Russell from behind as the rest
of the squad watched the hilarious scene
unfold.

KKRHAMMER SRHIN HYDERABAD

Kolkata Knight Riders continued their
remarkable turnaround in IPL 2026 with a
convincing seven-wicket win over
SunRisers Hyderabad on Sunday, chasing
down 166 with ease in Hyderabad.

Once winless in their first six matches, KKR
have now won three on the trot to keep
their playoff hopes alive. The turnaround
has been driven largely by their spin
attack, with Varun Chakravarthy leading
the charge. The mystery spinner returned
to form with figures of 3 for 36, troubling
SRH batters with his variations, while
Sunil Narine chipped in with two wickets
and also brought up his 200th IPL scalp.

SRH started strongly after being put in to
bat, with Abhishek Sharma and Travis
Head racing to 44 in just 3.3 overs. Head
looked particularly dangerous, smashing a
22-ball fifty and threatening a massive
score. However, Chakravarthy turned the
game on its head by dismissing him for 61
in the ninth over.The wicket triggered a
collapse, with SRH losing nine wickets for
just 60 runs. Heinrich Klaasen failed to
capitalise on a dropped chance, while
Ishan Kishan was left stranded without
support from the middle order. Narine then
delivered a decisive blow by removing
Kishan and Salil Arora in the same over, as
SRH were bowled out for 165 in 19 overs.

Dad, it's a private plane:
Mark Wood reveals bizarre

story about IPL team owner

Miami. (Agency)

England fast bowler Mark Wood revealed a
bizarre story from his time in the Indian
Premier League, recalling how a franchise
owner once offered to fly him out on a
private plane just to get him to play one
match in the tournament.Speaking on a
BBC podcast, Wood narrated an incident
from a season where he had featured in a
handful of games before falling ill. The
England pacer said the team management,
including the owner, was desperate to
have him available despite his condition.
Hence, the team owner offered to send a
private plane, fly him out, get him to play
the match, and then fly him back to the
hotel.

It is important to note that the England fast
bowler did not have an extensive run in the
Indian Premier League. Wood’s IPL
career has been limited to just five
matches across two franchises. He made a
solitary appearance for Chennai Super
Kings before featuring four times for
Lucknow Super Giants in 2023.

The small sample size, combined with his
own recollection of playing “about five
games” in a season, strongly hints that the
incident took place during his time with
Lucknow.That context becomes
important, because Wood went on to
reveal that an IPL franchise owner
personally called him up in an attempt to
get him to play a match, even offering to
fly him in on a private plane.

In the interview, Wood recalled that he had
fallen seriously ill after playing four
matches in the tournament. He had three
days to recover for the game, but was
unlikely to make it in time. What followed
was perhaps in equal part funny and equal
partsad.

HERE'S MARKWOOD'S IPLSTORY

“I’ll give you a story which wasn’t fun. |
wasn’t very well. After about five games,
I’d picked up an illness there, and the next
game was about three days’ time.So every
half an hour, the doctor who had stayed
back would come to my room, take my
vitals, and try to get me right.

I remember one day, the IPL team owner
was ringing me and he was like, ‘How are
we feeling? Are we ready to go?’l was
like, ‘Honestly, I’ve ate and drank
nothing. I can’t get out of bed still. I'm
hoping that, yvou know, if can think’.

Sports
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[PL Play of the Day: Mohammed Sira)'s opening-
over storm blows away PBKS top order

IPL 2026: Mohammed Siraj
struck twice in the opening
over to derail Punjab Kings
against Gujarat Titans. The
burst exposed how heavily
Punjab's batting depends on

a fast powerplay start.

Ahmedabad. (Agency)

There’s a reason Punjab Kings have looked
like one of the most dangerous batting units
in IPL 2026. Their top four of Prabhsimran
Singh, Priyansh Arya, Cooper Connolly and
Shreyas Iyer has made a habit of taking
games away inside the powerplay itself.

We saw that peak version not too long ago. A
126-run opening stand between Priyansh and
Prabhsimran set up a fearless 265 chase
against Delhi Capitals. That’s the template.

Start fast, stay ahead, make the rest look
easy.

But cricket rarely sticks to the script for too
long.Against the Gujarat Titans, that entire
structure came crashing down early. No
rhythm, no platform, just pressure from
ball one. And at the centre of it was
Mohammed Siraj, who didn’t just strike
early, he broke the game open before
Punjab could even settle.

HOW SIRAJ ROCKED PUNJAB
EARLY

Siraj didn’t take time to warm into the
game. He arrived switched on.Second
ball of the innings, first breakthrough.
Priyansh Arya, usually the one dictating
terms, went hard at width but didn’t get
hold of it. At deep backward point,
Nishant Sindhu dived low to his left and held
on. Early damage.

Cooper Connolly walked in and walked back
in the space of one ball. A sharp delivery
jagged back in, took the inside edge and
settled safely in Jos Buttler’s gloves. The
review only delayed the outcome.

Three balls, two wickets. Punjab’s entire top-
order blueprint undone before it could even
begin.

By the time the over ended, the tone of the
innings had already shifted. Yes, Shreyas

Iyer managed a boundary off the penultimate
ball, but the damage was done. Punjab never
quite recovered, crawling to 35 in the
powerplay instead of dictating terms like
they usually do.

Add in the pressure from Kagiso Rabada and
Jason Holder, and suddenly the most

explosive top order of the season looked
stuck.

GUJARAT NEEDS MORE OF SIRAJ
There’s a reason why this spell matters beyond

just one game.After their win over Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, Rashid Khan
had spoken about the bowlers needing to
take more responsibility.

GT don’t quite have the same explosive
middle-order firepower as some other
teams, so their margin often starts with
the ball.

Coming into this game, Punjab were
exactly the kind of side that could push
totals into the 190200 range or beyond if
allowed a start. Instead, Siraj shut that
door early. No momentum, no freedom,
no platform.He now has 11 wickets from

10 matches this season. Solid numbers, but

the feeling is there’s still another level he can

hit.

GT have quietly built a three-match winning

run, but they 're still outside the top four. With
four league games left, they don’t just need
wins, they need control like this.

Shubman Gill continues social

Ml vs LSG preview: Mumbai, Lucknow fight
for survival as early elimination threat looms

New Delhi. (Agency)

Mumbai Indians and Lucknow Super
Giants are in all sorts of trouble and
won’t have much room for error when
they lock horns in their IPL 2026 match
on Monday, May 4 at the Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai. Both teams are
languishing in the bottom two spots on
the table and need something more than
special to turn their campaigns
around.For MI, there’s absolutely no
place to hide, as another defeat would
more or less end their campaign. No team
in the history of the IPL has qualified for
the playoffs with 12 points, and this is
exactly why the upcoming game holds so
much importance. The Super Giants, on
the other hand, aren’t in a comfortable
position either, and with a net run rate of -
1.106, they face an uphill task as well.

CANLUCKNOW BOUNCE BACK?

campaign with two wins in their first three
games, they looked in pretty good shape.
But as the tournament has progressed, they
have gone from bad to worse. Having lost
their last five matches, LSG are searching
for inspiration to turn their fortunes
around. Mohsin Khan did provide a spark
against Kolkata Knight Riders with a five-
wicket haul, but Rinku Singh’s heroics

ensured KKR had the last laugh in
Lucknow.

Rishabh Pant’s struggles with the bat
haven’t helped the Super Giants by any
stretch of the imagination. Mohammed
Shami’s role against MI will be crucial,

given how challenging conditions at the 8

Wankhede can be for bowlers, and this is
where his wealth of experience could
prove vital. With MI not in the best of
form, LSG might see this as an
opportunity to return to winning ways.

WILL ROHIT SHARMA RETURN
AGAINSTLSG?

It’s been quite some time since Rohit
Sharma last played, having been sidelined
with a hamstring injury he sustained
earlier in the tournament. In his absence,
MI’s top order has undergone several
changes. With the team just one bad game
away from eliminatio.

World Relays: India end disappointing

campaign

New Delhi. (Agency)

India endured a forgettable outing at
the World Athletics Relays, with
injuries and Did Not Finish (DNF)
results derailing their campaign on |f
the second day of competition on
Sunday.The biggest blow came in
the men’s 4x400m relay, where
India’s hopes of securing direct
qualification for the 2027 World
Championships in Beijing came
crashing down. Amoj Jacob suffered
cramps during the race and was forced to
pull out after receiving the baton from
first-leg runner Dharamveer Choudhary,
resulting in a DNF for the team. Rajesh
Ramesh and Vishal TK were scheduled to
run the final two legs.

Having failed to qualify for the finals on
Saturday, India were competing in the
second qualification round on Sunday,
where the top two teams from each heat
were to seal their spots for the World
Championships. The missed opportunity
means India must now rely on the World

with injury

Athletics Top Lists route, a far more
uncertain and prolonged path to
qualification.

BATON FALLS IN MEN'S 4x100

The setbacks continued in the men’s
4x100m relay, where a lack of
coordination proved costly. Third-leg
runner Ragul Kumar fell on the track
while attempting to hand over the baton
to Gurindervir Singh, leading to a
disqualification. Harsh Santosh Raut and
Animesh Kujur had run the opening two
legs. Kumar, who appeared to be in

and DNF

track by volunteers.India’s struggles
with baton exchanges were further
highlighted in the women’s 4x100m
event.

A fumbled exchange between Tamanna
and Nithya Gandhe saw the baton
dropped, forcing Gandhe to turn back
and retrieve it after initially sprinting
ahead. The team eventually finished
with a time of 53.09 seconds in what
turned out to be a chaotic run.Amid the
disappointment, there was a minor

positive for the Indian contingent. The
mixed 4x100m relay team of Ragul
Kumar, Nithya Gandhe, Animesh Kujur
and Sneha SS set a new national record of
41.35 seconds, improving on the
previous mark of 42.30 seconds set
earlier this year. However, they could
only finish sixth in their heat.

The mixed 4x400m relay team also fell

short, with Theerthesh P Shetty, Kumari
Saloni, Nihal William and Rashdeep
Kaur finishing fifth in their heat with a
time 0f 3:19.40.

discomfort, had to be assisted off the

media banter, this time teases
PBKS in Insta post

e

New Delhi. (Agency)

Shubman Gill once again grabbed attention
off the field after Gujarat Titans’” win over
Punjab Kings. The GT skipper appeared to
continue his now-familiar post-match
banter, this time aimed at the IPL 2026
table-toppers.Gill has built a pattern of
dropping something on social media after
big wins.Shortly after the Ahmedabad
victory, he shared a photo with Washington
Sundar and Sai Sudharsan, recreating a
pose closely linked with PBKS, adding fuel
to the chatter online.

“Bas jeetna hai. Aava de.”This isn’t entirely
new territory for Gill. Similar posts earlier
in the season had already caught attention,
but this latest one has only added to that
growing pattern.

HOW SHUBMAN GILL HAS STARTED
ABANTER STORM

Gill’s social media has quietly turned into a
post-match extension of GT’s wins.It
started in Chennai. After beating Chennai
Super Kings at Chepauk, Gill posted a
picture holding the iconic yellow whistle, a
symbol deeply tied to CSK’s “Whistle
Podu” culture. The caption read “Nandri
Chennai,” which only added to the
cheekiness of it. Then came the RCB game.
After getting the better of Royal
Challengers Bengaluru, Gill followed it up
with another Instagram post featuring Virat
Kohli. The caption, “Play Bold
@jaseholder98,” looked like praise for
Jason Holder on the surface, but many fans
read it as a clever twist on RCB’s “Play
Bold” tagline.

The pattern is clear. Beat a big team, drop a
post that feels casual but lands like a nudge.
Not loud, not over the top, but just enough
to get people talking.Some fans are loving
it. Others feel it’s pushing the line. Either
way, Gill seems to know exactly what he’s
doing.

Manchester United to hand Carrick permanent
role after Champions League return?

Manchester United beat Liverpool 3-2

at Old Trafford to secure Champions

League qualification under caretaker
boss Michael Carrick. The result has

sharpened the debate over whether

Carrick should get the job

permanently.

Manchester. (Agency)
Manchester United’s return to the UEFA
Champions League has intensified talk
around Michael Carrick being handed the job
on a permanent basis. The caretaker boss has
overseen a sharp turnaround, and the latest
win over Liverpool has only strengthened his

case.United confirmed their
Champions League qualification
with a 3-2 win at Old Trafford.
Speaking after the match, Carrick
reflected on the turnaround since
taking charge in January.

“It’s been a good run. We’ve beaten
some very, very good teams and it’s
been challenging. Sometimes we’ve
won it in some ways, sometimes
we’ve won it in other ways. I love
doing what I’m doing. It’s a great
position for me to be in and it feels
pretty natural if ’'m totally honest," Carrick
said.

"I’'m not being blase because it’s a difficult
role, but it feels like I’ve been here a long
time, in different times on and off, but I can
understand what it brings and to be sat in this
position is a good position to be in. We will
just have to wait and see. When we came in,

the Champions League was a little bit in the

distance so to be where we are, with three
games to spare, is a good achievement,” he
added.

The result capped a strong run under Carrick,
who has now won 10 of his 14 matches in
charge, guiding United into the top five with
games to spare after a difficult first half of the
season.

WILL CARRICK BE MAN UNITED

B TS T S I I e @

PERMANENT MANAGER?

Carrick’s numbers make a strong
case.Since taking over in January, the 44-
year-old has overseen a clear turnaround,
with United climbing into third place
with 64 points from 35 matches. More
importantly, he has delivered Champions
League qualification, something that
looked unlikely when he first stepped in.

Beyond results, there has been a visible
shift in how United have approached
games. They have found ways to win in
different situations, something Carrick
himself pointed to.

However, the decision is far from
straightforward. A Champions League return
brings added pressure, more fixtures, and the
need for greater squad depth. United’s
hierarchy will have to decide whether
Carrick is the long-term answer or if they
look for a more experienced name to lead

__them into that next phase.
L=
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Bhatt

Was Mobbed By Airport Statt,
v Revedls Bodyguard: 'Usko Daba
: Ke Khade The, Gale Mein Haath...

ity o lia Bhatt’s former bodyguard, Zeeshan Qureshi, has recalled how the
h B actress was mobbed by airport staff after the release of Student Of The
r Year. He recalled how Alia was standing alone as she had cleared
immigration while the security personnel were still in line. Seeing her alone,
many airport staff and customs officers mobbed the actress.Zeeshan told
N SCREEN, “IT used to work with Alia as well. When she was shooting for
3 "t.:r a Student Of The Year, I worked with her for 3-4 years around that time. She has
P another level of trust with her staff. We were once travelling with her to a
e % *ocatlon abroad, with the entire team. So, I saw that Alia cleared her
= {" immigration and stepped out to stand in a corner.”
; g L recalled, “The customs officers and airport team saw that Alia Bhatt is alone,
3 M;'l mo staff, bodyguard or manager, because we were still in the queue. Within a
ﬁ - 3 minute, they surrounded her with excitement, saying, ‘Ma’am, ek photo
b chahiye, ek photo bas (We want a picture with you)’."
| The bodyguard continued, “They all clung on to her together. Vo bechaari
ekdum haath aur per close karke khadi hai, dari hui (Poor thing stood there, all
.r!,\ scared and uncomfortable). Once, my immigration got cleared. I ran to her and
R b, asked the officers to step aside."”
" -t “All of them were educated people, but usko daba ke khade the, gale mein aur
B kandhe par haath rakhne ki koshish karahe the (they were trying to click
-T"f ‘ pictures with hands on her shoulder). When I steered them away, rebuked
i e them, by saying that if a girl is standing alone, at least maintain some distance.
x ] 2- She is a heroine on screen, but she is also a girl. Then, I escorted Alia properly,"
h he said.

Kriti Sanon

wishes Varun Dhawan as Wow party track drops

‘ ’ arun Dhawan has turned a year older and wishes have been pouring in from all corners. Kriti

Sanon also treated fans with glimpse of her bond with the actor as she shared a heartfelt birthday _
wish for him. Marking Varun’s special day, Kriti dropped an unseen photo of the two, along with a :
warm message wishing him a “wow year ahead."Taking to her Instagram stories, Kriti Sanon shared a J'J
photo and wrote, “Happiest birthday Veedeeee!! Have a Wow year ahead!! Always there for you." Kriti |
and Varun was seen together in Bhediya and the chemistry was loved by fans. Many other celebritiesalso
wished the actor with photos.
Makers Drop Party Track ‘Wow’ On Varun Dhawan’s Birthday
An upbeat, high-energy dance
number, the track comes alive with
dynamic vocals by Harrdy Sandhu
and Kiran Bajwa. Composed by
Tanishk Bagchi, Rony Ajnali, and
Gill Machhrai, with lyrics by Rony
and Gill, it delivers a sound that’s
fresh, punchy, and instantly
addictive. Sharing the track, Varun
Dhawan wrote, “My birthday jam is
WOW. So excited about this track
thankful to all my people for making
this birthday wow
#WOWItsVarunDay
#HaiJawaniTohlshqHonaHai in

cinemas on 22nd May 2026."
Harrdy Sandhu, who has sung the song, shared, “From the first listen, Wow had that spark. It’s high on
energy and super addictive the kind of song you don’t just hear, you feel. Recording this with the bunch of
amazing creative collaborators was an absolute blast."
Music composer Tanishk Bagchi said, “With WOW, the idea was to keep it contemporary, punchy, ane
irresistibly catchy. It’s designed to make you move simple as that. Every artist involved in this track
added their own personal touch which elevated my vision for this song." '
Directed by David Dhawan and starring Varun Dhawan, Mrunal Thakur, and Pooja Hegde, Hai Jawani T
Ishq Hona Hai is produced by Tips Films Ltd and co-produced by Maximillian Films (UK). A full
entertainer blending comedy, romance, and drama, the film releases in cinemas on May 22.

Ayushmann Khurrana’s Next Goes On
Floors In Kerala; Shoot to Wrap By
May-End: Report

r

yushmann Khurrana has already begun

shooting for his next project, a gritty

backwater thriller set in Kerala. According
to areport by Variety India, the film went on floors
earlier this month, with production kicking off in
early April under tight wraps. The makers have
opted for a streamlined schedule, aiming to wrap
the entire shoot in a single stretch.

As reported by Variety India, the yet-untitled film
shoot began in early April. The entire schedule is
expectef to be completed in one continuous
stretch by the end of May, suggesting a tightly
planned production. Akshaye Widhani is making
the movie, and Sameer Saxena, best known for
Kaala Paani, is directing it.

Ayushmann Khurrana and Sara Ali Khan’s
Udta Teer

After long delays, Ayushmann Khurrana and Sara
Ali Khan’s spy comedy, Udta Teer, is finally
making its way to theatres. The makers have
announced the official release date. The film is
slated to hit theatres on September 11. The actors
started shooting for the film in 2024. Taran Adarsh
took to his X handle and shared the news,
“AYUSHMANN KHURRANA — SARA ALI
KHAN IN SPY-COMEDY ‘UDTA TEER’ — 11
SEPT 2026 RELEASE... Dharma Productions
and Sikhya Entertainment reunite for their fourth
collaboration — after #Kill, #GyaarahGyaarah,
and #TheLunchbox — with #UdtaTeer. A high-
energy spy comedy, #UdtaTeer stars
#AyushmannKhurrana and #SaraAliKhan... The
makers have also locked the release date: 11 Sept
2026. Written and directed by Akash A Kaushik —
marking his directorial debut — the film is
produced by Karan Johar, Adar Poonawalla,
Apoorva Mechta, Guneet Monga Kapoor, and
AchinJain."

As reported by Mid-Day, Udta Teer shoot started in
2024 but shoot was stopped. Well, this year in
January, fresh reports suggested that the film was
in limbo after its first schedule wrapped in 2024.
But, things picked up in the first quarter of 2026. It
has been learnt that the actor shot an extensive
schedule in Mumbai in February, including a
massive song sequence.

Ayushmann Khurran’s other work front

The actor will be next seen in the spiritual sequel to
the 2019 film Pati Patni Aur Woh, titled Pati Patni
Aur Woh Do. The film will also feature Sara Ali
Khan, Wamiqa Gabbi and Rakul Preet Singh in
key roles.

Akshay Kumar Credits His Luck For His
Superstardom: 'Mujhe Aisa Lagta Hai Ki
Hardwork Ki Jarurat Toh Ha...

I

ollywood superstar Akshay Kumar

has admitted that one can succeed

ahead in life only if luck favours.The
actor who is currently hosting the quiz
reality show Wheels of Fortune, confessed
that at times he gets stuck between the
battle of hard work and luck.

He stated, “Aisa main manta hoon, main
apne experiences ke upar bata raha hoon,
mujhe aisa lagta hain ki hardwork ki jarurat
toh hain aur main jamm kar mehnat aur
hardwork karta hoon, lekin mere carecer
mein ya mere zindagi mein luck jyaada
kaam aaya hain."

He added by pointing out that in his day-to-
day life, from one set to another, he comes
across thousands of young struggling
actors who might be better looking than
him or more talented than him, but it’s luck
that is not on their side, while they are
putting their best efforts to break into the
film industry.

Akshay used this personal philosophy to
connect with the contestants Sarita,
Jaikumar, and Tanvi on the show,
reminding them that while they must give
their hundred percent, they should also
respect the ‘luck’ that brought them to the
stage.

Talking about Akshay Kumar the actor has
been in the Hindi film industry for over 30
years now. He has been part of many
movies such as Khiladi, International
Khiladi, Tu Anari Main Khiladi, Hera
Pheri, Housefull, Kesari, Jolly LLB, and
many more.He was last seen in the recently
released movie Bhoot Bangla where he
received good reviews for his performance.
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Team Raghav Chadha to get audience with
President Murmu ahead of Bhagwant Mann

Chandigarh, Agency:
A political face-off in Punjab
heads to Rashtrapati Bha-
van as rival camps led by
Rajya Sabha MP Raghav
Chadha and CM Bhagwant
Mann seek to meet the Pres-
ident within hours of each
other Monday, amid a row
over defections and alleged
police action.

Chadha, among seven
AAP MPs who switched to
BJP on April 24, is sched-
uled to meet President
Droupadi Murmu at
10.40am, ahead of Mann at
noon seeking "recall" of the
defectors. Some MPs are

expected to accompany
Chadha, who plans to raise
alleged "political vendetta".
The confrontation intensi-
fied after reports of two
FIRs with non-bailable
charges against Rajya Sabha

National

y Vg
MP Sandeep Pathak. Pathak
said he had no information
on the cases but suggested
"misuse of govt machinery",
adding he would respond
after seeing FIR copies. AAP
spokesperson Kuldeep

Singh Dhaliwal said he had
no information. Punjab
police have issued no confir-
mation for a second day,
with officers describing
"radio silence".

A senior lawyer said an
accused could still seek
anticipatory bail. DGP Gau-
rav Yadav did not respond.
BJP functionaries met gov-
ernor Gulab Chand Kataria,
alleging FIRs after AAP
MPs' switch were political
retaliation, and sought an
impartial probe, citing
action against Trident
Group owner and MP
Rajinder Gupta.

Abandoned in forest, 2-year-old
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Bengal SIR a 'threat' to our
jobs: Professionals, govern-
ment staff move court

Kolkata, Agency: A senior
central government officer in a
PSU, an assistant teacher in a
govt school, a medical profes-
sional preparing for a national
entrance exam and an insur-
ance agent whose licence
hinges on his voter status - all
moved Calcutta high court last
week over their livelihoods

ship fears in electoral
purge: Petitioners argue that
for employees and licensed pro-
fessionals, removal from elec-
toral rolls brings their citizen-
ship into question, which could
lead to departmental action,
service termination and even
licence cancellation.

One of them, a 40-year-old

Rape- murder of 3-
year-old: Kin seek
death, protest shuts
down Pune district

Pune, Agency: A shutdown
brought western Maharashtra's
Bhor-Rajgad belt in Pune dis-
trict to a halt Sunday as outrage
mounted over the rape and mur-
der of a three-year-old girl, with
her family refusing to meet
politicians until the 65-year-old
accused is sentenced to death.

Shops remained closed after
residents called a bandh to
protest the crime in Nasrapur
village of Bhor taluka. The
accused, a labourer from the vil-
lage and a father of seven, has
been arrested and is alleged to
be a repeat offender in child
abuse cases.

The girl went missing Friday
afternoon. Frantic search led
family to neighbour's CCTV that
showed the accused leading the
child to a cattle shed about
700m away, where her body was
found under a heap of cow dung.

Tension spread across the dis-
trict. Protesters tried to block
traffic at Khed Shivapur toll
plaza before police stepped in.
The previous night, demonstra-
tors and the victim's family
blocked Mumbai-Bengaluru
highway near Wadgaon bridge
for more than four hours,
demanding firm assurances
from the state govt.

In a video message, the child's
father said his family will not
meet any politicians until the
accused is awarded death penal-
ty. Several politicians visited the
family earlier in the day, while
minister Madhuri Misal and
Maratha quota activist Manoj
Jarange cancelled their plans
following the family's appeal.

Chief minister Devendra Fad-
navis said public anger was
understandable but cautioned
against attempts to exploit the
situation. He said he had spoken
to the victim's father and given a
written assurance that govt
would pursue the death penalty.
"The case will be tried in a fast-
track court and procedures will
be expedited," he said, adding
demands for public execution
cannot be met. "While everyone
wants the accused to be hanged
publicly, such things cannot be
done in a democratic system as
it functions according to the
law," Fadnavis added.

walks for 20 hours, survives

Bhopal, Agency: A two-year-old boy,
unclothed waist down, walked barefoot alone for
nearly 20 hours through a forest full of wild ani-
mals after his father allegedly killed his mother
and abandoned him in a remote patch of Mad-

hya Pradesh.

The stunning survival story ended with cops
finding the weak and dehydrated toddler early
Sunday in a remote patch along the Vidisha-
Raisen border after arresting his father. So hun-
gry and thirsty was the baby that he grabbed food and water the cops offered

him before he was rushed to hospital and stabilised.

being on the line after their
names were deleted from Ben-
gal's electoral rolls during SIR.
Justice Krishna Rao told
their lawyers that the petitions
would be heard at a later date,
offering no relief before the
election or, in the doctor's case,
before his exam. SIR deletions
have stripped 27 lakh people in
the state of voting rights. The
four pending petitions now
highlight a dimension that goes
beyond disenfranchisement.
Petitioners flag citizen-

PSU assistant general manager
from Bhagabangola assembly
constituency of Murshidabad,
has been in service for more
than a decade.

His name appeared in draft
rolls published on Dec 16 last
year, but he was called for a
hearing over a "clerical dis-
crepancy” in his father's name
in the 2002 records. He sub-
mitted 11 documents but didn't
make it to the final rolls. His
appeal before the designated
tribunal came to nothing.

Govt to screen all children for diabetes Abetment case filed in
roll out free lifelong care under RBSK

New Delhi, Agency: In a
major policy shift, the Centre
will now screen all children
from birth to 18 years for dia-
betes and provide free, lifelong
treatment through the public
health system, expanding its
flagship ~ Rashtriya  Bal
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK)
to address a growing burden of
the disease in younger age
groups.

The guidance document,
released by the Union health
ministry at a national public
health summit, lays down a
structured national framework
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trict-level care, aiming to ensure
early detection and continuity of
treatment.

The rollout is part of the Cen-
tre's revamp of RBSK 2.0, which
adopts a lifecycle approach from

conditions. The guidelines also
flag rising lifestyle risks-includ-
ing poor diet, reduced physical
activity and increased screen
exposure-and introduce digital
tracking and structured follow-
up systems to strengthen conti-
nuity of care.

Under the protocol, mobile
health teams will screen chil-
dren in schools and anganwadi
centres for symptoms such as
frequent urination, excessive
thirst, fatigue and weight loss-
the "4Ts" warning signs. Sus-
pected cases will undergo imme-
diate blood glucose testing and
be referred to district NCD clin-

Delhi judge's death

New Delhi,
Agency: A day after
a 30-year-old judge
allegedly died by sui-
cide at his residence
in south Delhi's
Green Park, police
registered a case of
abetment on Sunday
following a com-
plaint from his father
alleging harassment
by the in-laws. Police
were tight-lipped on
whether anyone was
named in the FIR.

The deceased,

Karkardooma courts.
Police said Sharma's

relative  contacted
police around
1.45pm on Saturday
to report that the
judge had locked
himself in the bath-
room. A case of abet-
ment and criminal

for screening, diagnosis, treat-
ment and long-term manage-
ment of childhood diabetes. It
and
school-based screening with dis-

integrates community-

"4Ds" framework to
non-communicable

birth to 18 years and expands its

diseases
such as diabetes, along with
mental health and behavioural

include

ics for confirmation and treat-
ment. The move comes amid
growing concern over diabetes
in younger populations.

Aman Sharma, was
secretary of District

conspiracy  under
BNS sections has

Legal Services been registered at
Authority,  North Safdarjung Enclave
East District, at police station.

Mamata Banerjee vs Suvendu Adhikari: TMC leading in Bhabanipur in trends

.New Delhi,
Agency: All eyes are on
the high-stakes battle
between West Bengal
chief minister Mamata

Banerjee and the
assembly's opposition
leader Suvendu

Adhikari as counting of
votes take place on
Monday.

All India Trinamool
Congress (TMC) chief
Banerjee re-contested
from Bhabanipur seat,
which went to polls in
the second phase on
April 29. Meanwhile,
Adhikari campaigned

by 25,301 votes, while
the BJP secured
26,299 votes.

In 2021, TMC
retained Bhabanipur,
with Sovandeb Chat-
topadhyay defeating
BJP's Rudranil Ghosh
by 28,719 votes. BJP's
vote share rose to
35.2%, signalling a
growing presence.

Banerjee later
returned to contest
the Bhabanipur
bypoll, winning by
58,835 votes and
securing her third
term as CM.

as Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) candidate for
both Nandigram and Bha-
banipur. Candidates repre-
senting BJP, TMC, CONG,
CPM, SUCI(C), BNARP,
IND are contesting in Bha-
banipur. According to
trends, Mamata is leading
from Bhabanipur but it
stays a close contest
between her and Adhikari.

In 2021, Banerjee had
contested against Adhikari
in his home turf, Nandi-
gram. She lost to the BJP
leader by 1,956 votes. Now,
Adhikari takes on Banerjee
in Bhabanipur - the CM's
home constituency.

Bhabanipur has long
been a stronghold for
Banerjee. She has repre-

® @

sented the seat as an MLA
since 2011 and has not lost
an election there. After
becoming CM in 2011, she
secured a decisive bypoll
victory from Bhabanipur by
54,213 votes.

In 2016, her margin nar-
rowed as she defeated Con-
gress candidate Deepa Das-
munshi, backed by the Left,

The electorate in
Bhabanipur has also under-
gone changes, with 41,068
names removed from the
rolls, reducing the voter
base by around 20% to
about 1.6 lakh.

An analysis by Souptik
Halder, along with Ashin
Chakraborty and Sabir
Ahamed, found that 56.7%
of voters flagged under the

‘under adjudication’ catego-
ry are Muslims, compared
to their 20% share in the
constituency's population
as per the 2011 Census.

Earlier findings had
shown Muslims accounted
for 22.7% of voters marked
as 'Absent, Shifted, or
Dead/Duplicate’ (ASDD),
with the 'unmapped' share
at around 26%, roughly in
line with their population
share. However, this rose
sharply to 52% in the 'logi-
cal  discrepancy' list.
According to Chakraborty,
despite Bhabanipur being a
mixed-community  con-
stituency, Muslims are dis-
proportionately represent-
ed among those under
scrutiny. Halder added that
booth-wise analysis of 2021
and 2024 data suggests that
if voters under adjudication
are unable to vote, the
TMC's winning margin
could drop significantly,
and in some booths even
disappear.
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World Asthma Day

BREATHING UNDER PRESSURE-THE
GLOBAL BURDEN OF ASTHMA

airways, leading to
symptoms such as
wheezing, breathless-
ness, chest tightness,
and coughing. While
these symptoms may
appear mild in some
individuals, they can
escalate into life-
threatening attacks in
others. What makes
asthma  particularly
challenging is its

World Asthma Day, observed
every year on the first Tuesday of
May, serves as a powerful reminder
of a condition that silently affects
millions across the globe. Asthma,
often misunderstood as just a minor
breathing inconvenience, is in reali-
ty a chronic respiratory disease that
can drastically impact quality of life,
productivity, and even survival if not
managed properly. As healthcare
systems evolve and awareness cam-
paigns intensify, the day stands not
only to educate but to inspire action.

Asthma is characterized by
inflammation and narrowing of the

unpredictability.
Triggers vary widely,
from environmental
pollutants and aller-
gens to stress and
physical exertion.
Globally, over 260
million people are esti-
mated to live with asth-
ma, according to recent health data.
Despite advancements in medicine,
the disease continues to claim hun-
dreds of thousands of lives annually,
particularly in low- and middle-
income countries where access to
proper healthcare remains limited.
The disparity highlights a critical
issue—while asthma is manageable,
it is not equally managed every-
where.

Urbanization has played a signifi-
cant role in the rising prevalence of
asthma. Increased exposure to air
pollution, industrial emissions, and
vehicular smoke has worsened res-

piratory health worldwide. In rapid-
ly developing nations, the problem is
compounded by indoor pollution
caused by cooking fuels and poor
ventilation. Children, in particular,
are highly vulnerable, with asthma
emerging as one of the leading
chronic diseases among them.

World Asthma Day campaigns
often emphasize the importance of
early diagnosis and proper treat-
ment. Unfortunately, many individ-
uals remain undiagnosed or rely on
incorrect medications. The misuse
of inhalers, for instance, is a com-
mon issue. While inhalers are life-
saving devices, improper technique
can render them ineffective, leading
to worsening symptoms.

Education is a cornerstone in
asthma management. Patients must
understand their condition, recog-
nize triggers, and follow prescribed
treatment plans diligently.
Healthcare providers play a crucial
role in this process, guiding patients
through personalized management
strategies. Governments and organi-
zations, too, must invest in aware-
ness campaigns, ensuring that accu-
rate information reaches even the
most remote communities.

Another significant aspect of
asthma care is lifestyle adaptation.
While the disease cannot be cured, it
can be controlled effectively.
Regular exercise, a balanced diet,
and avoiding known triggers can sig-

nificantly improve quality of life.
Mental health support is equally
important, as chronic illnesses often
lead to anxiety and stress, which in
turn can trigger asthma attacks.
The theme of recent World
Asthma Day observances has
focused on closing the gap in asthma
care. This involves addressing
inequalities in diagnosis, treatment,
and education. Access to affordable
medications remains a major chal-
lenge in many parts of the world.

reducing the risk of severe attacks.

As the world continues to grapple
with environmental challenges and
healthcare disparities, asthma
remains a significant public health
concern. World Asthma Day is not
just a date on the calendar—it is a
call to action. It urges individuals,
communities, and governments to
prioritize respiratory health, invest
in preventive care, and ensure that
no one struggles to breathe due to
lack of awareness or resources.

Without consistent
access to inhalers
and preventive
drugs, patients are
forced to rely on
emergency treat-
ments, which are
both costly and less
effective.
Technology is
emerging as a
promising ally in

asthma manage-
ment. Mobile appli-
cations, wearable
devices, and
telemedicine servic-
es are helping
patients monitor
their condition
more effectively.

These tools provide
real-time data,
enabling timely
interventions and

CHILDHOODASTHMA-A SILENT

STRUGGLE IN YOUNG LUNG
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For millions of children
around the world, playing,
running, and even laughing
can sometimes come with
an invisible cost—difficulty
in breathing. Childhood
asthma has emerged as one
of the most common chron-
ic conditions affecting
young populations globally,
making World Asthma Day
an especially important
occasion to focus on the
youngest sufferers.

Asthma in children often
begins early in life, some-
times even before the age of
five. It is caused by a combi-
nation of genetic and envi-
ronmental factors. Children
with a family history of asth-
ma or allergies are more
likely to develop the condi-
tion. However, external fac-
tors such as pollution,
tobacco smoke, and respira-
tory infections also play a
crucial role.

One of the biggest chal-
lenges in managing child-
hood asthma is diagnosis.
Symptoms like coughing
and wheezing are often mis-
taken for common respira-
tory infections, leading to
delayed treatment. Unlike
adults, children may strug-
gle to articulate their symp-
toms clearly, making it
harder for parents and doc-
tors to recognize the condi-
tion early.

The impact of asthma on
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a child’s life goes beyond
physical health. Frequent
absences from school, limi-
tations in physical activities,
and the constant fear of an
asthma attack can affect
emotional and social devel-
opment. Many children with
asthma feel isolated or dif-
ferent from their peers,
which can lead to low self-
esteem and anxiety.

Parents play a critical
role in managing childhood
asthma. Awareness and vig-
ilance are key. Recognizing
triggers such as dust, pollen,
pet dander, or cold air can
help prevent attacks.
Maintaining a clean and
allergen-free environment
at home is essential. Simple
measures like using air puri-
fiers, washing bedding regu-
larly, and avoiding smoking
indoors can make a signifi-
cant difference.

Medicatioazn adherence
is another crucial aspect.
Doctors often prescribe a
combination of preventive
and rescue medications.
Preventive inhalers help
reduce inflammation in the
airways, while rescue
inhalers provide quick relief
during an attack. Ensuring
that children use these med-
ications correctly and con-
sistently is vital for effective
management.

Schools also have a
responsibility in supporting
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children with asthma.
Teachers and staff should be
aware of students’ medical
conditions and be trained to
respond to emergencies.
Creating an asthma-friendly
environment in schools can
help children feel safe and
included.

Physical activity, con-
trary to common belief,
should not be completely
restricted. With proper
management, children with
asthma can participate in
sports and lead active lives.
In fact, regular exercise can
improve lung function and
overall health. The key lies
in understanding limits and
taking preventive measures.

World Asthma Day cam-
paigns often highlight the
importance of empowering
children with knowledge
about their condition.
Teaching them how to use
inhalers, recognize early
warning signs, and commu-
nicate their needs can build
confidence and independ-
ence

The role of healthcare
systems cannot be over-
looked. Accessible and
affordable pediatric care is
essential in reducing the
burden of childhood asth-
ma. Governments must
invest in public health ini-
tiatives that focus on early
detection, education, and
treatment.
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AIRPOLLUTIONANDASTHMA-A

The relationship between air pollution and
asthma is both undeniable and deeply con-
cerning. As cities expand and industrial activ-
ities intensify, the quality of air continues to
deteriorate, posing serious risks to respiratory
health. World Asthma Day brings this issue
into sharp focus, urging societies to address
one of the most significant triggers of asthma
worldwide.

Air pollution consists of a complex mixture
of particles and gases, including particulate
matter, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, and
ozone. These pollutants can irritate the air-
ways, leading to inflammation and increased
sensitivity in individuals with asthma. For
those already diagnosed, exposure to polluted
air can trigger severe attacks.

Urban areas are particularly affected.
Heavy traffic, construction activities, and
industrial emissions contribute to poor air
quality. In many developing countries, the sit-
uation is worsened by the use of solid fuels for
cooking and heating. Indoor air pollution,
often overlooked, is a major contributor to
asthma cases, especially among women and
children.

Climate change is further exacerbating the
problem. Rising temperatures and changing
weather patterns are increasing the concentra-
tion of allergens such as pollen and mold.
Extreme weather events, including wildfires,
release large amounts of smoke into the air,
creating hazardous conditions for people with

S DEADLY CONNECTION

asthma.

The economic impact of pollution-related
asthma is substantial. Increased healthcare
costs, loss of productivity, and reduced quality
of life place a heavy burden on individuals and
societies. Addressing this issue requires a
multi-faceted approach involving policy
changes, technological innovation, and public
awareness.

Governments play a crucial role in regulat-
ing emissions and promoting clean energy
solutions. Implementing stricter air quality
standards, encouraging the use of public
transportation, and investing in renewable
energy sources can significantly reduce pollu-
tion levels. Urban planning that prioritizes
green spaces can also improve air quality and
provide healthier living environments.

On an individual level, there are steps that
can be taken to minimize exposure. Using
masks, avoiding outdoor activities during high
pollution periods, and maintaining indoor air
quality can help reduce risks. However, these
measures are not substitutes for systemic
change.

World Asthma Day serves as a reminder
that clean air is not a luxury but a fundamen-
tal right. Protecting air quality is essential not
only for individuals with asthma but for the
health of entire populations. The fight against
asthma must therefore include a strong com-
mitment to environmental sustainability.




