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Doctor on ship who helped
care for passengers with
hantavirus leaves medical
isolation unit

BEILJING. (Agency)

An oncologist traveling on the cruise ship at the center
of a hantavirus outbreak has been cleared to leave a
special biocontainment unit in Nebraska, where he
was the lone American placed in isolation after he
helped care for fellow passengers who became sick
on board.Dr. Stephen Kornfeld of Bend, Oregon, was
among more than 120 passengers and crew evacuated
from the ship and flown to different countries to enter
quarantine. Kornfeld was brought to the University of
Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha with 15 other
Americans, but he was the only one taken to an
isolated biocontainment unit after a nasal swab he
took on the ship produced inconclusive results about
whether he had the virus.On Wednesday, the hospital
announced that Kornfeld will now join the 15 other
Americans who were taken for monitoring at the
National Quarantine Unit, instead of the
biocontainment unit, according to hospital
spokesperson Kayla Thomas.

Kornfeld appeared on CNN's "Erin Burnett OutFront"
on a video call from his hospital room Tuesday,
saying, "I feel wonderful, 100%."

He said there was a period on the ship when he came
down with flu-like symptoms including night sweats,
chills and fatigue but he said he has no symptoms now.

The World Health Organization said Wednesday that a
total of 11 hantavirus cases linked to the cruise have
been reported worldwide, including three deaths.
Eight cases have been confirmed by laboratory tests.

Kornfeld said a nasal swab he took on the ship was later
tested twice in the Netherlands. One result came back
negative, the other positive. Earlier this week, he was
awaiting results from a new test taken when he
returned to the U.S."The initial test that we received
was from abroad and it was inconclusive in its
results," Dr. David Fitter of the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention told reporters
Wednesday.In addition to the passengers taken to
Nebraska, two other Americans are being monitored
at the serious communicable disease unit at Emory
University Hospital in Atlanta.Health authorities say
it is the first hantavirus outbreak on a cruise ship.
While there is no cure or vaccine for hantavirus, the
WHO says early detection and treatment improves
survival rates.

Oklahoma man set to be
executed for killing his ex-
girlfriend and her 7-month-
old daughter

MCcALESTER, Okla.(Agency)

An Oklahoma man convicted of killing his ex-
girlfriend and her 7-month-old daughter after setting
their home on fire nearly 20 years ago was set to be
executed on Thursday.Raymond Johnson, 52, was
scheduled to receive a lethal injection at the
Oklahoma State Penitentiary.He was condemned for
the June 2007 death of 24-year-old Brooke Whitaker
and her 7-month-old daughter, Kya.Prosecutors said
that after Johnson and Whitaker got into an early
morning argument at her home in Tulsa, he
repeatedly hit her over the head with a metal claw
hammer.Whitaker’s skull was fractured and she had
more than 20 lacerations on her face and scalp. But
she was still conscious and begged Johnson to spare
her and Kya, who was sleeping in a bedroom,
prosecutors said in documents prepared for
Johnson’s clemency hearing in April.

“She begged him to call 911. She begged him to let her
mom come get baby Kya. She begged him to think of
her children,” the Oklahoma Attorney General’s
Office said. Whitaker had three other children.

Johnson retrieved a gas can from a tool shed in the
backyard, doused Whitaker and the house with
gasoline, lit a dishtowel on fire, threw it at Whitaker
and left, the attorney general’s office said. Whitaker
died from head injuries and smoke inhalation while
her daughter died from severe burns.

Visionary, lcon, Villain: What
China Thinks About Tesla
CEO Elon Musk

World.(Agency)

In China, Elon Musk has been the object of love - and
occasional loathing. The Tesla boss has been both
lauded as a visionary and criticised by Chinese
regulators and the public for the alleged bungling of
customer complaints. In addition, the dominance of
SpaceX and its Starlink satellite unit has raised the ire
of the People's Liberation Army. And as the gap
between Tesla and its Chinese EV rivals narrows,
Musk is at risk of losing prestige and influence.Musk
is now among a group of more than a dozen CEOs
and top executives accompanying US President
Donald Trump to Beijing for a summit with Xi
Jinping, along with Apple's Tim Cook and Nvidia
boss Jensen Huang. The delegation largely consists
of executives seeking to resolve issues with Beijing
and the world's richest man is no stranger to the ups
and downs of doing business with China.Responding
to reporters on his way out of the Great Hall of the
People on Thursday, Musk said he wants to
accomplish "many good things" in China.While
Tesla is being hit by local electric vehicle makers on
technology and price, the company - and Musk -
remain influential in China. That is in part because
Musk's interests align with those of Beijing, said
Kyle Chan, a fellow in Chinese technology at the
Brookings Institution.When you look at Beijing's
tech priorities, many of them line up almost perfectly
with Elon Musk's," Chan said, pointing to EVs,
autonomous vehicles, AI and humanoid robots, as
well as brain-computer interfaces and satellites.

Israel hammers Lebanon with strikes,

killing 22 despite ceasefire

The fresh raids came on the
eve of a new round of direct
negotiations hetween
Lebanon and Israel in
Washington brokered by the
United States.

&
BEIRUT. (Agency)

Lebanon's health ministry said 22 people
including eight children were killed on
Wednesday as Israel intensified strikes on
the country, with several deadly raids
hitting south of Beirut.The state-run
National News Agency (NNA) said Israeli
airstrikes had pounded around 40 locations
in Lebanon's south and east.The fresh raids
came on the eve of a new round of direct
negotiations between Lebanon and Israel in
Washington brokered by the United States,
as Iran-backed group Hezbollah remains
strongly opposed to the move.

Lebanon, Israel to hold new talks
ceasefire nears end

in US as

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

on April 17, Israeli strikes have killed

The health ministry said late Wednesday [

that 10 people including six children
had been killed in strikes on three south
Lebanon villages.Earlier, it reported
that three strikes on cars along or near
the coastal highway around 20 to 30
kilometres (12 to 19 miles) from Beirut
had "resulted in eight martyrs, including
two children".The NNA said two strikes
had hit cars on the busy highway linking
the capital to the country's south, while a
third struck nearby.An AFP
photographer saw a burnt-out car and
rescuers carrying a body at one of the sites,
near the town of Jiyeh.The ministry also
reported four more people killed in strikes
on four cars in south Lebanon's Tyre
district and in Sidon, located around 40
kilometres south of Beirut.Drone
attacksSince US President Donald Trump
announced on April 16 that the leaders of
Israel and Lebanon had agreed to a
ceasefire, Israeli strikes have killed more
than 400 people in Lebanon, according to
an AFP tally of health ministry figures.The
head of Lebanon's National Council for

because of his actions,

Scientific Research (CNRS), Chadi
Abdallah, said more than 10,000 homes
had been damaged or destroyed since the
truce began.Under the terms of the
ceasefire released by Washington, Israel
reserves the right to act against "planned,
imminent or ongoing attacks".In addition
to launching heavy airstrikes, Israeli
soldiers are operating inside an Israeli-
declared "yellow line", which runs around
10 kilometres north of the Israel-Lebanon
border, carrying out broad demolition
operations there.Israel's army said it had
struck Hezbollah infrastructure, weapons

storage facilities and rocket
launchers in south Lebanon on
Wednesday.An AFP correspondent
saw thick smoke from Burj al-
Shemali, one of nine areas where
Israel's army issued evacuation
warnings.Hezbollah claimed
several attacks on Israeli troops in
south Lebanon, including with
drones, and said its fighters had
"ambushed" and clashed with
Israeli forces in one area.The
United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL) said it was
"increasingly concerned" about the
activities of Hezbollah fighters and Israeli
soldiers near UN positions in south
Lebanon.That includes "the increased use
of drones, which has resulted in explosions
in and around our bases and put
peacekeepers at risk", a UNIFIL statement
said.It noted several recent incidents in
which drones presumed to belong to
Hezbollah detonated in or near UN
positions, including the force's Naqura
headquarters.

Netanyahu

Russia fires 800 drones at Ukraine
despite recent talk by Putin and
Trump of possible peace

KYIV.(Agency)

Lebanon and Israel are to hold new
peace talks in Washington starting
Thursday, as their latest ceasefire,
considered to still be in place despite
hundreds of deaths in Israeli strikes --
nears its end.The two countries last
met on April 23 at the White House,
where US President Donald Trump
announced a three-week ceasefire
extension and voiced optimism for a
historic agreement.Trump at the time
made the bold prediction that within
the latest ceasefire period, he would
welcome Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Lebanese
President Joseph Aoun to Washington
for a historic first summit between the
countries. The summit did not happen,
with Aoun saying a security deal
needed to be in place and Israeli
attacks needed to end before such a
landmark symbolic meeting.The
ceasefire had been extended through
Sunday. Since it first went into effect

more than 400 people, according to an
AFP tally based on figures from
Lebanese authorities.Israel has vowed
to keep pursuing attacks against

Hezbollah, the Shia armed group and
political movement backed by Iran's
ruling clerics, despite the ceasefire.
Hezbollah began a campaign of firing
into Israel in retaliation for the killing
of Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, at the start of the US-Israeli
war on February 28."Anyone who
threatens the State of Israel will die

said last week after an Israeli strike in
the heart of Beirut killed a senior
Hezbollah commander.A Lebanese
official told AFP that the country
would seek "the consolidation of the
ceasefire" during the talks in
Washington."The first thing is to put
an end to the death and destruction,"
the official told AFP on custom of
anonymity.Iran has demanded a
lasting ceasefire in Lebanon before
any agreement to end the wider war, as
it frustrates Trump by refusing his
appeals for an accord on his
terms.Pressure on Hezbollah

More than 2,800 people have died since

Israel launched the strikes in early
March, including at least 200 children,
according to Lebanese authorities.

Hezbollah says that toll includes its

fighters.Israel has pounded areas of
Lebanon with large Shia populations
including Beirut's southern suburbs
and has invaded .

Somalia is in a deadly drought again. Most
humanitarian aid isn’t there this time

WORLD.(Agency)

Somalia: Most of Abdi Ahmed Farah’s
hundreds of goats have died. It has not
rained steadily in this part of Somalia
for three years, something the 70-year-
old never thought possible.

He is in debt from buying water. The
reservoir outside his tent is nearly
empty. His family is down to one meal
a day: rice with sugar and oil. The
youngest of his 22 children was born
three weeks ago and his wife produces
only occasional drops of breast milk.

“l have considered abandoning my
family because I cannot provide for
them,” said Farah, sitting in front of
dwindling food supplies, as if on guard.

Yet another drought is affecting millions
of people across Somalia, one of the
world’s most vulnerable countries to
climate shocks. Some rivers are dry.
Crops have withered. Experts say the
drought could be among the worst in
Somali history.The crisis is

compounded by aid cuts, most
dramatically by the Trump
administration, and rising prices from
the Iran war. Somalia buys most of its
fuel from the Middle East, and 70% of

its food is imported.Production of
staple crops of maize and sorghum in
the October-December rainy season
was the lowest on record in Somalia,
according to the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization.Food
security experts warn that nearly a
half-million children might face severe
acute malnutrition, the harshest kind.

That would be higher than the number
of children requiring treatment for it
during droughts in 2011 and 2022,
according to UNICEF.It’s a repeated
climate shock’*2026 is the worst year
on record for Somalia in terms of
drought,” said Hameed Nuru, the U.N.
World Food Program director for
Somalia. “Children have started
dying.”The Somali government and
United Nations estimate that 6.5
million people face crisis levels of
hunger, representing a third of the
country’s population and a 25%
increase since January.Aid agencies
are trying to maximize resources and
the Somali diaspora is sending money
to help, but humanitarian workers
warn it is not enough.“This drought is
not just another cycle of dry season.
It’s a repeated climate shock with
shrinking humanitarian support,” said
Mohamed Assair, a manager with Save
the Children in Puntland,

Russia fired at least 800 drones in a massive daytime

barrage on about 20 regions of Ukraine on Wednesday,
killing at least six people and wounding dozens,
including children, in one of the longest attacks by
Moscow in the 4-year-old war, President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said.The attack began in midmorning and
lasted for hours in the capital of Kyiv, the western city
of Lviv near Poland, and the port of Odesa on the
Black Sea, among other population centers,
Zelanskyy said on the Telegram messaging app.

“Our soldiers are defending Ukraine, but Russia’s

obvious goal is to overload air defenses,” Zelenskyy
said, as the bombardment stretched into the late
afternoon. He cautioned that a cruise and ballistic
missile attack could follow the drone barrage.

It was “one of the longest, massive Russian attacks

against Ukraine,” he said on social media.

It also rattled neighbors. Hungarian Prime Minister

Péter Magyar said his new government has summoned
the Russian ambassador over a drone attack near
Hungary’s border, in a significant shift from his
predecessor Viktor Orbén's friendly relations with
Moscow.“The Hungarian government strongly
condemns the Russian attack on Transcarpathia,”
Magyar told journalists, adding that Foreign Minister
Anita Orban will speak with the ambassador Thursday
morning.The foreign minister will ask “when Russia
and Vladimir Putin plan to finally end this bloody
war,” Magyar added.“Thank you for your compassion
and strong position!” Zelenskyy said on X after
Magyar’s comments.Three people are killed in a
region near KyivDrone debris fell in an open area in
Kyiv’s Obolonskyi district with no casualties, city
officials said, as air defense systems engaged Russian
drones over the capital. Mayor Vitali Klitschko said
emergency services responded to the scene.
Explosions were heard across the city earlier
Wednesday. Three people were killed in a drone attack
in the Rivne region west of Kyiv, according to
Oleksandr Koval, head of the regional military
administration.Moscow’s attacks are unrelenting,
even as Ukraine is emboldened by its recent military
accomplishments and as U.S. President Donald
Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin said —
without providing evidence — that the war could be
approaching an end.On Tuesday, Zelenskyy said, 14
Ukrainian regions came under attack, followed by
overnight strikes on Ukraine’s residential, energy and
railway infrastructure.“It is important to support
Ukraine and not remain silent about Russia’s war.
Every time the war disappears from the top of the news,
it encourages Russia to become even more savage,”
Zelenskyy said, apparently referring to the world's
attention being focused on the Iran war.

We should be partners, not rivals’: Xi calls for
cooperation in talks with US president Trump

World.(Agency)

Chinese President Xi Jinping on Thursday
called for greater cooperation between
China and the United States and urged both
countries to avoid confrontation, as he held
bilateral talks with US President Donald
Trump during the latter’s visit to Beijing.

Addressing the meeting at the Great Hall of
the People, Xi said the world was
undergoing “a transformation not seen in a
century” and stressed the importance of
stable ties between the world’s two largest
economies amid growing global
uncertainty.“The whole world is watching
our meeting. Currently, a transformation
not seen in a century is accelerating across
the globe, and the international situation is
fluid and turbulent. The world has come to a
new crossroads,” the Chinese President
said.Xi also raised broader questions about
whether Beijing and Washington could
move beyond strategic rivalry and build a
new framework for bilateral relations.

“Can China and the United States overcome
the Thucydides trap and create a new
paradigm of major country relations? Can

we meet global challenges together and
provide more stability for the world?

Can we, in the interests of the well-being of
our two peoples and the future of
humanity, build a brighter future
together for our bilateral
relations?” Xi said.

“These are the questions vital to
history, to the world, and to the
people. They are the questions of
our times that you and I need to
answer as leaders of major
countries,” he added.Xi’s reference
to the “Thucydides trap” invoked a
concept popularised by Harvard
scholar Graham T. Allison, which
describes the heightened risk of
conflict when a rising power
challenges an established global
power.

Xi said that both nations would
benefit from cooperation and suffer from
confrontation.

“T always believe that our two countries have
more common interests than differences.
Success in one is an opportunity for the

® @ @«

other. And a stable bilateral relationship is
good for the world. China and the United
States both stand to gain from cooperation
and lose from confrontation,” he stated.

“We should be partners, not rivals. We
should help each other succeed and prosper
together and find the right way for major
countries to get along well with each other
in the new era,” Xi added.Welcoming
Trump back to China after nine years, Xi

B T S T S I e @

also congratulated the United States ahead
of the 250th anniversary of American
Independence.“l am very pleased to meet
you in Beijing. Welcome back to China
after nine years... This
year is the 250th
anniversary of American
Independence.
Congratulations to you
and to the American
people,” he sai
The Chinese President
further expressed hope
that the two leaders could
work together to shape a
new phase in bilateral
ties.“Mr President, I look
forward to our discussions
on major issues important
to our two countries and
the world. And working
together with you to set the course for and
steer the giant ship of China-US relations so
as to make 2026 a historic landmark year
that opens up a new chapter in China-US
relations,” Xi said.
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Iran “Can Never Have a Nuclear Weapon,” US and
China Agree After Trump-Xi Talks

News Desk: In a major dip-
lomatic development amid
escalating tensions in West
Asia, the United States and
China have jointly agreed that
Iran must never be allowed
to acquire a nuclear weapon
following high-level talks be-
tween US President Donald
Trump and Chinese President
Xi Jinping in Beijing.

The summit focused on global
security concerns, economic
cooperation, and the worsen-
ing instability in the Middle
East, particularly surrounding
Iran and the strategically cru-
cial Strait of Hormuz.

White House Statement Af-
ter Meeting

In a statement posted on X fol-
lowing the meeting, the White
House said Trump and Xi dis-
cussed ways to strengthen eco-
nomic cooperation while also
addressing concerns over the
ongoing Iran conflict and the
future of the Strait of Hormuz.
“Both countries agreed that

Iran can never have a nuclear
weapon,” the White House
said, signalling rare common
ground between Washington
and Beijing amid mounting
instability in West Asia.

The statement is being viewed
as a significant message from
the world’s two largest econo-
mies at a time of growing fears
over regional conflict and nu-
clear escalation.

Strait of Hormuz Emerges as
Key Concern

The two leaders also agreed
that the Strait of Hormuz —
one of the world’s most critical
oil transit routes — must re-
main open to ensure uninter-
rupted global energy supplies.
The issue has become increas-
ingly sensitive amid concerns
that any escalation involving
Iran could disrupt internation-
al oil shipments and trigger
economic shockwaves across
global markets.

According to reports, both
sides stressed the importance

( Rare Diplomatic Consensus Between Washington ¢ Beijing )

of maintaining stability in the
Gulf region and avoiding ac-
tions that could threaten mari-
time trade routes.

Iran Conflict Dominates
Discussions

Officials familiar with the
summit indicated that con-

cerns over Irans nuclear am-
bitions and regional influence
dominated much of the dis-
cussions between Trump and
Xi.

The talks reflected rising inter-
national anxiety over the on-
going Iran crisis and the pos-

sibility of broader geopolitical
confrontation in the Middle
East.

The White House also sug-
gested that China opposed any
move to militarise the Strait
of Hormuz or impose restric-
tions on international ship-

ping through the passage.
Focus Shifts Away From Tai-
wan

Interestingly, Taiwan — usu-
ally a major flashpoint in US-
China relations — did not fea-
ture prominently in the official
summary released after the
summit.

Instead, both nations appeared
to prioritise discussions on
Iran, energy security, and
economic coordination, high-
lighting the seriousness of the
current West Asian crisis.
Strategic Message to Tehran
The summit marks a rare mo-
ment of strategic convergence
between Washington and Bei-
jing despite their continuing
rivalry over trade, technology,
and Indo-Pacific influence.
Observers believe the joint
statement sends a strong
diplomatic signal to Tehran,
underlining growing interna-
tional pressure over Iran’s nu-
clear programme and regional
activities.
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Union Minister Reviews CCL Projects,
Felicitates Young Swimmer

Ranchi: Union Minister of State for Coal and Mines Sat-
ish Chandra Dubey on Thursday reviewed mining opera-
tions and development activities of Central Coalfields Lim-
ited (CCL) during his visit to the Jarangdih project area.
The Minister held discussions with senior officials on the
revised Mine Closure Plan, environmental conservation,
scientific mining, rehabilitation, safety and local welfare

He later visited the CCL Skill Development Training Center
in Kathara, interacted with trainees and distributed certifi-
cates to youths who completed skill-based programmes un-

Dubey said the government was committed to building a
transparent and sustainable coal sector while ensuring em-
ployment generation and community development.
During his visit, the Minister also felicitated 7-year-old
swimmer Ishank Singh of Ranchi for completing a 29-km
sea swim from Sri Lanka to India in 9 hours and 50 min-
utes, becoming the youngest swimmer to achieve the feat.
He also honored JSSPS international medal winners Vikas
Oraon, Kumari Rishti Raj and Chanda Kumari.

A high-level review meeting was later held at the CCL head-
quarters in the presence of CMD Nilendu Kumar Singh and
senior officials, focusing on production, project progress,
safety and CSR activities. The Minister also reviewed ongo-

ED Registers Money Laundering Case in
Jharkhand Treasury Salary Scam

Ranchi: The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has registered
a money laundering case in connection with the alleged
fraudulent withdrawal of government funds under the sal-
ary head from multiple treasuries in Jharkhand.

The Enforcement Case Information Report (ECIR) has
been lodged on the basis of FIRs related to suspicious
transactions carried out through the Ranchi, Hazaribagh

The ED’s entry is expected to deepen the probe into the al-
leged treasury scam, which involves financial irregularities
across several government departments and districts.
Sources said the investigation may tighten the legal net
around a number of officials, including some of DSP rank,
who are suspected of either illegally withdrawing treasury
funds or later returning money after the fraud surfaced.

So far, 12 accused have been arrested and sent to judicial
custody during investigations conducted by the police and
the Special Investigation Team (SIT).

BJP Targets Rahul Gandhi Over 54 Foreign Trips,
Questions Funding and ‘Luxury Lifestyle’

New Delhi: The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) on Thursday
intensified its attack on Con-
gress leader and Leader of Op-
position Rahul Gandhi, ques-
tioning the funding behind
his frequent foreign visits and
alleging a major mismatch be-
tween his declared income and
travel expenditure.
Addressing a press conference
in New Delhi, BJP spokes-
person and MP Sambit Patra
claimed that Rahul Gandhi
had undertaken 54 personal
foreign trips over the past 22
years, excluding official par-
liamentary or government
delegations.

Patra alleged that around Rs
60 crore was spent on these
overseas travels between
2004 and 2026. According to
the BJP, Gandhi travelled to
countries including Italy, the
United Kingdom, the United
States, Germany, Vietnam,
Singapore, Qatar, Bahrain, the
Maldives and the UAE.

BJP Demands Transparency
Over Travel Funding

The BJP said the issue was not
about travel itself but about
transparency regarding the
source of funds used for these

visits. Patra alleged that while
many of Gandhis tours were
publicly known through pho-
tographs, event schedules and
parliamentary records, the
financial trail behind them re-
mained unclear.

“Who is funding these trips?
Who is paying for this luxury
global lifestyle?” the BJP leader
asked during the media brief-
ing. The BJP also claimed
that Rahul Gandhi’s declared
income over the last decade
stood at nearly Rs 11 crore,
while the estimated spend-
ing on foreign visits was sev-
eral times higher. Patra cited
a Southeast Asia tour covering
Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam
and Cambodia, claiming the
trip alone was estimated to
cost around Rs 4.5 crore.

BJP Raises FCRA, Tax Dis-
closure Questions

Escalating its attack, the BJP
questioned whether foreign
entities had funded any of the
trips and demanded clarity on
legal disclosures.

The ruling party said that if
foreign funding was involved,
relevant approvals under the
Foreign Contribution Regu-
lation Act (FCRA) should
be made public. It also ques-
tioned whether such expenses
were reflected in tax returns
and foreign exchange disclo-
sures if privately financed.

The BJP further referred to
some recent overseas visits, in-
cluding a reported Oman trip
in 2026, alleging that there was
little public information avail-

able regarding the itinerary
and expenditure details.
Congress Hits Back, Calls
BJP ‘Diversionary’

The Congress strongly reject-
ed the allegations and accused
the BJP of trying to divert at-
tention from pressing national
issues.

Senior Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said the ruling party
was attempting to shift focus
away from economic con-
cerns, unemployment and for-
eign policy challenges.
Ramesh also targeted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, al-
leging that the government
was using personal attacks to
avoid accountability on gov-
ernance and diplomacy.
Political Heat Rises Ahead of
Key Battles

The controversy has triggered
a fresh political face-off be-
tween the BJP and Congress
ahead of crucial parliamen-
tary confrontations. While the
BJP has repeatedly criticised
Rahul Gandhis foreign trav-
els in the past, this marks one
of its strongest public attacks
over the alleged funding and
expenditure linked to those
visits.

BJP Leader Kumar Amit Alleges Harassment in
EWS Certificate Issuance, Meets Chas SDM

Bokaro: Kumar Amit, a BJP
State Executive Committee
member, on Thursday met
Chas SDM Pranjal Dandha
and accused the Chas Circle
Officer of harassing appli-
cants seeking EWS certifi-
cates.

Submitting a memorandum,
Kumar alleged that the of-
ficer was demanding un-
necessary documents from
general category applicants,
despite EWS certificates ear-
lier being issued on the ba-
sis of income and residence
certificates. He claimed that

similar certificates are still
being issued in other circles
of Bokaro district under the
same norms.

The BJP leader also alleged
that the Chas Circle Officer

was ignoring directions from
senior district officials, call-
ing the situation “serious and
unfortunate”

Raising another concern,
Kumar urged the admin-

istration to issue income,
residence and caste certifi-
cates to families displaced
by the Bokaro Steel Plant
project. He said many dis-
placed residents were being
denied government scheme
benefits due to the lack of
official documents despite
sacrificing land for Bokaro’s
development.

He demanded that certifi-
cates be issued on the basis
of earlier DPLR records.
SDM Pranjal Dandha as-
sured that the matter would
be addressed at the earliest.

Delhi Rolls Out 2-Day Work From Home,
Weekly ‘No-Car Day’ to Save Fuel
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New Delhi: The Delhi government on Thursday announced
a fresh set of fuel-saving measures, including two days of
work from home every week for government employees, a
weekly “No-Car Day,” and more virtual meetings to reduce
fuel consumption and traffic congestion.

The move follows Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent
appeal urging citizens to adopt responsible spending habits
and minimise unnecessary fuel use amid rising global en-
ergy pressures.

WFH, Online Meetings and Staggered Timings

Under the new policy, Delhi government staff will work
from home twice a week, while 50 percent of official meet-
ings will be held online to cut travel requirements.
Authorities also said office timings of various departments
and the Municipal Corporation of Delhi will be staggered to
reduce rush-hour traffic.

Petrol Quotas Reduced

As part of the conservation drive, monthly petrol alloca-
tions for officers have been reduced by 20 percent from the
existing limit of 200 litres.

The government has also decided not to purchase any new
official vehicles for the next six months.

‘Metro Day’ and Public Transport Push

Delhi will observe a weekly “Metro Day” and encourage
citizens to participate in a “No-Car Day” once every week
to promote public transport use.

Additionally, 58 special buses will run across 29 govern-
ment colonies for employees.

Rising Global Energy Concerns

Officials said the measures are aimed at encouraging re-
sponsible consumption as India remains heavily dependent
on imports of crude oil and other essential commodities.
Concerns over global supply disruptions, particularly due to
tensions involving Iran and the Strait of Hormuz, have add-
ed pressure on fuel prices and foreign exchange reserves.

CSIR-NML Celebrates National Technology

Day, Focuses on Inclusive Innovation

Jamshedpur: CSIR-National Metallurgical Laboratory
(CSIR-NML) celebrated National Technology Day on
Thursday, highlighting the country’s scientific and tech-
nological achievements and the role of research in nation-
building.

Director of Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur, Su-
man Chakraborty, attended the programme as the chief
guest.

Welcoming the gathering, CSIR-NML Director Sandip
Ghosh Chowdhury stressed the importance of research and
innovation in shaping the future. He also highlighted sev-
eral technologies developed by CSIR-NML over the past
year that are now ready for commercialisation.

Dr K.K. Sahu, Chief Scientist and event coordinator, intro-
duced the chief guest and spoke about Prof. Chakraborty’s
scientific achievements and contributions.

Delivering a lecture on “Responsible Innovation for Inclu-
sive Growth — From Deep Science to Deep Societal Im-
pact,” Prof. Chakraborty underlined the need for technol-
ogy development that prioritises humanity, sustainability
and social inclusion alongside market growth.

He said innovation should remain rooted in local needs and
practical applicability to create meaningful societal impact.

Massive Fire Engulfs Over 40 Shops
at Kanpur Vegetable Market
by Sunil Bajpai
Kanpur: A major fire broke out on Thursday at the Cha-
karpur Vegetable Market in the Sachendi area of Kanpur,
engulfing more than 40 shops and triggering panic among
traders. Officials said the blaze started at a wholesale shop
on Platform No. 6 and spread rapidly across the crowded
market. Traders initially tried to control the flames but later
fled the area as the fire intensified.
Police and fire brigade teams rushed to the spot, with eight
fire tenders deployed to contain the blaze.
Firefighting operations were still underway at the time of
reporting, and heavy property losses are feared.
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Amit Shah says India will ensure zero casualty
during heat waves with proactive disaster strategy

- —m
The Ministry of
Home Affairs

has prepared a

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday said the ministry has prepared
a strategy to ensure zero human casualty
during heat waves in the coming years,

New Delhi.(Agency)

machinery, the NCC (National Cadet
Corps), NSS (National Service

"recognition” for the excellent services damage" during tragedies and
of the NDRF but also of all the state calamities, including cyclones,
disaster response forces, the state earthquakesand floods.

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
prepared a plan to better combat the
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VD Satheesan: 6-time MLA and
grassroots worker who predicted
100+ seats for UDF

stressing the need for a "proactive"
rather than "reactive"
approach to disaster
management.

The minister spoke after he
presented the President's
Colour to the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDREF) at the campus of its
8th battalion here.

The President's Colour flag is
awarded to a military or
police unit for rendering
exceptional service.The
honour came to the force in

plan to better

combat the
"serious

challenge" of

heat waves and

will be able to

ensure "zero

casuvalty” in this

Scheme),

'Apda Seva Mitras'

context over the

next few years,
Shah said.

(volunteers) among others, Shah said.

"serious challenge" of heat waves in the

country and we will be able to
ensure "zero casualty" in this
context over the next few
years, Shah said.Our
approach and policy has been
"proactive" against disasters
rather than being just
"reactive", he said.Shah said
India has made its name as a
"global leader" in disaster
management and being the
"first responder" during
calamities as he asked the
NDREF to prepare itself in the

.
VD Satheesan was chosen as the Chief Minister of Kerala by the party high
command after 10 days of discussions. The Congress was the single largest party

the 20th year of its establishment after it
was raised in 2006 as a federa
contingency force to undertake relief
and rescue operations during natural and
man-made disasters.

The President's Colour is not just a

He added that the NDRF has earned the
"admiration and trust" of the people of
the country and even abroad through its
operations.The minister said the aim of
the Modi government was to ensure
"zero casualty and minimum property

face of global warming and climate
change.

The NDRF has 16 operational battalions
deployed across the country with an
overall strength of about 18,000
personnel.

Mamata Banerjee, in lawyer's gown, at
court to argue post-poll violence cuse

The case pertains to allegations of attacks on political workers and party offices following the high-stakes

elections that ended the Trinamool Congress's 15-year rule and brought the BJP to power in the state.

New Delhi.(Agency)

black lawyer’s gown, appeared at
the Calcutta High Court on
Thursday in connection with a case
related to allegations of post-poll
violence in the state following the
Trinamool Congress’s (TMC)
drubbing in the Assembly
elections.

The case, filed by Shirshanya
Bandopadhyay, the son of senior
TMC leader and advocate Kalyan
Bandopadhyay, pertains to
allegations of attacks on political
workers and party offices following
the high-stakes elections that ended
the party's 15-year rule and brought
the BJP to power in the state.During

]
“1
Former West Bengal Chief Minister ;r_ v &
Mamata Banerjee, dressed in a

the hearing, the former Chief
Minister sought urgent protection for
affected residents.“My regard to all
the judges because this is my first
time appearing in the High Court. As
a lawyer I'm fighting this case,” she
said.

Presenting her arguments, she referred

to visual material and alleged that
“even children are not spared,
women are not spared, minorities are

not spared,” adding that she was
submitting a list of ten persons she
said had been murdered.

She also claimed that members of a
Scheduled Caste family, including a
92-year-old widow, were displaced
from their home, and alleged
widespread ransacking of properties
affecting people across
communities.

Banerjee further told the court that “out

of 10 dead, six are Hindus,” and

alleged that police were not allowing

FIRs to be registered.She also raised

concerns over threats, stating that in

some cases “12-year-old girls are
being threatened with
rape.”Describing the situation as
deteriorating, she said incidents were
increasing daily and claimed that

even public spaces such as fish
markets were being damaged. “We
don’t have any problem with who
wants to eat what,” she remarked,
while pressing for immediate
protection measures.“Please protect
the people of Bengal. This is not a
bulldozer state,” she said.She also
referred to the alleged destruction of
shops and houses and questioned law
enforcement’s response, asking, “Is
the police sleeping?”*“Police should
prevent crime. After something has
happened, they will not investigate?”
she said, concluding her submission.

Earlier in the day, the TMC had tweeted

that her physical appearance in court
today reflected her continued
commitment, saying that "she never
abandons the people of Bengal.

Army, Navy sign affiliation pact amid
push for integrated warfighting

>The Army said the

in the elections with 63 seats.
»

Thiruvananthapuram.(Agency)

After days of hectic political discussions and deliberations by the
Congress’s top leadership, VD Satheesan was chosen as the Chief
Minister of Kerala on Thursday after the party won the recently-
concluded Assembly elections. Satheesan pipped party veterans
KC Venugopal and Ramesh Chennithala, who were also under
consideration, as the person who was eventually entrusted by the
party high-command to lead the government in Kerala for the next
five years.Satheesan had predicted that the Congress-led UDF
alliance would win over 100 seats in the 2026 Kerala elections, and
he got it right. Out of the 102
seats, the Congress
accounted for 63, emerging
as the largest party. The
Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) secured 22
seats, while Kerala Congress
(Joseph) won seven. The
Revolutionary Socialist
Party took three seats, and Kerala Congress (Jacob) won one.

o WY

WHO IS VD SATHEESAN?
VD Satheesan emerged as one of the defining political figures of

Kerala’s contemporary politics, and his elevation as Chief Minister
marked the culmination of a long public career built on electoral
consistency, organisational leadership and an assertive opposition
role.Chosen after 10 days of intense consultations within the
Congress following the UDF’s Assembly victory, Satheesan’s
selection signals the party’s decision to reward the leader who
rebuilt its political fortunes in the state.

SIR gets kicking: Bengal, Bihar to bar
deleted names from social welfare schemes

The Election Commission-led SIR exercise has now expanded beyond polls to plugging holes

Thursday inked a Memorandum of

New Delhi. (Agency)

and operational familiarisation.

The agreement also comes a year after

The Indian Army and the Indian Navy on According to the Army, the framework  Operation Sindoor, which saw a visible
aims to strengthen

“inter-service demonstration of tri-service

framework aims to Association (MoA) on Affiliation,
formalising a framework for
structured cooperation between the
Army’s formations and

establishments and naval ships and

boost inter-service

cooperation,

operational
cohesion and

broader push towards greater

fighting.
Unlike a conventional Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU), the

lasting professional

camaraderie

between Army and

Na¥¥ units

commands amid the military’s g

jointness and integrated war |

affiliation-based MoA seeks to
institutionalise long-term linkages
between Army and Navy units and
establishments through structured

professional exchanges, joint activities

cooperation”, “operational cohesion”
and “enduring professional
camaraderie” between formations,

regiments, institutions, establishments
and ships of the two Services.

coordination across land, sea and air
domains.

During the hostilities with Pakistan, the

Navy maintained forward
deployment and maritime deterrence
in the Arabian Sea, while the Army
and Air Force coordinated ground
and air defence operations,
underlining the growing emphasis on
integrated operational planning.The
Army’s statement referred to

Operation Sindoor as an example of the
importance of integration, saying that
“coordinated efforts of the three
Services contributed to remarkable
operational success.”

in direct benefit transfers. West Bengal and Bihar, two BJP-led states, will be using SIR data
to identify duplicate, deceased and ineligible beneficiaries to plug leakages in welfare delivery

systems.

—

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls, an Election
Commission-led exercise to clean up voter lists by removing dead,
duplicate or ineligible names, has now expanded beyond polls, and
into plugging of leakages in ‘Welfare schemes in West Bengal and
Bihar.

Days after the BJP formed its first government in West Bengal under
CM Suvendu Adhikari, the administration signalled that those
whose names were deleted during the SIR process would not be
eligible for several
government welfare
schemes. Similar
measures are underway in
Bihar, where the BJP-led
NDA government has
begun removing
beneficiaries from ration
lists after SIR deletions.

Simultaneously, Bihar CM
Samrat Choudhary said
people whose names were
deleted from the state's electoral rolls would not be entitled to
government benefits, including ration and welfare schemes,
according to areport in The Indian Express.

By linking the databases of welfare schemes with the revised electoral
rolls, the SIR exercise is now the basis of the two state governments'
identification of duplicate, deceased and allegedly ineligible
beneficiaries to plug leakages in welfare delivery systems.

The Election Commission's SIR was launched ahead of the 2025
Assembly elections in Bihar and 2026 West Bengal Vidhan Sabha
polls to purify electoral rolls and remove allegedly ineligible
names. While the SIR removed around 65 lakh names in Bihar,
around 91 lakh names were deleted in West Bengal. Out of the 91
lakh removed in West Bengal, over 27 lakh people remained on the
list of "logical discrepancies", and could not vote .

8 Must address unilateral coercive measures, sanctions inconsistent with law: Jaishankar

®>He said these
developments
are not isolated
events but
interconnected
challenges that
are straining
multilateral
institutions and
worsening
vulnerabilities
for developing

nations.

New Delhi.(Agency)

In an indirect reference to sweeping US
tariffs on Indian imports, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on
Thursday called for addressing unilateral |
sanctions that he said violate
international law, as foreign ministers of (4
the BRICS bloc met in New Delhi =
against the backdrop of rising
geopolitical tensions and divisions over
conflicts in West Asia.

In his opening remarks at the BRICS
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, Jaishankar said
the global system is under pressure from
multiple crises, including armed conflicts,
climate disruptions and the after-effects of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“We must also address the increasing resort to
unilateral coercive measures and sanctions
inconsistent with international law and the
UN Charter. Such measures
disproportionately affect developing
countries. These unjustifiable measures

cannot substitute dialogue, nor can pressure
replace diplomacy," Jaishankar said..For the
uninitiated, US President Donald Trump
levied 25 percent reciprocal tariffs on Indian
imports and another 25 percent over New
Delhi's purchase of Russian oil. He warned of
further sanctions if India did not stop the
Russian oil imports.

However, a US International Trade tariff ruling
in February 2026 pushed the levies back
toward standard WTO most-favoured-nation
levels, with some products temporarily

facing a 10% duty, which is a temporary
import surcharge on goods exported to the
Us.

He said these developments are not isolated
events but interconnected challenges that are
straining multilateral institutions and
worsening vulnerabilities for developing
nations.The EAM's remarks come as the
BRICS meeting has been overshadowed by
divisions within the expanded bloc over the
ongoing US-Israeli military campaign
against [ran.

Diplomats said differing positions between
Iran and the UAE have complicated efforts to
issue ajoint closing statement.

The two-day meeting in New Delhi brought
together foreign ministers from most
member states, including Abbas Araqchi and
Khalifa Shaheen Al Marar. India holds the
BRICS chairmanship for 2026.

Jaishankar said "peace and security remain
central to the global order," adding that recent
conflicts underline the importance of

diplomacy. He said emerging economies
were increasingly looking to the BRICS as a
stabilising force amid global uncertainty.
"There is a growing expectation, particularly
from emerging markets and developing
countries, that BRICS will play a
constructive and stabilising role," he said.
Jaishankar said the impact of regional conflicts
extends well beyond their immediate
geography, creating stress on energy
supplies, food and fertiliser security, supply
chains and inflation. He said these pressures
are particularly severe for emerging markets,
where economic resilience remains fragile.
ON GEOPOLITICALTENSIONS
Referring to the situation in West Asia,
Jaishankar said continued instability has
raised concerns over maritime security and
energy infrastructure.He stressed that
uninterrupted movement through key
waterways such as the Strait of Hormuz and
the Red Sea remains critical for the global
economy.
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India Inc's role in
vision 2047

The covenant complete

Part I, The soldier at the door: This is not about pay parity. It never was. It is about design.

THE civil servant and the soldier are the twin stabilisers of

The world economy is being reshaped by a
confluence of unprecedented
disruptions—geopolitical realignments,
technological acceleration and climate
transition. These disruptions are not just a source
of uncertainty; they are also a catalyst for
reinvention as they re-organise the global
economy. Supply chains are being redesigned,
industries are being reimagined and new centres
of innovation are emerging. It is in this
environment that India needs to achieve its
ambition of becoming a developed nation.

Industry has a critical role in catalysing this
ambition—as a builder of capabilities, driver of
innovation and a value creator. The decisions
businesses make today—on manufacturing,
technology, energy and talent—will shape not
just enterprise success, but the trajectory of
India’s future. It is in this context that CII’s
Vision for India@ 100 assumes significance.

Developed through engagement with more than
10,000 stakeholders, it represents a multi-
stakeholder roadmap for India’s journey to
becoming a developed nation by 2047. The
theme of the CII Annual Business Summit
2026—The Future | Global Economy, Industry,
Society—places this vision within the context of
a rapidly changing world, with industry at the
centre of translating ambition into action.

India is expected to remain the fastest growing
major economy, and as per IMF estimates, its
growth is expected to be more than twice the
global average in the near future. It is seen as a
trusted partner—able to engage across regions,
build bridges and offer stability amidst
uncertainty. This gives India a unique vantage
point to shape global conversations on trade,
technology, climate and development.India’s
experience in building inclusive digital
ecosystems at scale demonstrates how
innovation can serve society and simultaneously
enable a rapidly growing digital economy.
Together, these strengths point to a clear
shift—India is not only participating in global
systems but actively helping redesign them.

The global economic order itself is undergoing a
structural shift. Trade and investment flows are
increasingly shaped by resilience, trust and
strategic alignment, rather than cost efficiencies
alone. Industrial policy has re-emerged as
governments seek to shape economic outcomes
more directly.In this environment,
competitiveness must be built across multiple
dimensions—manufacturing strength,
technological depth, sustainability and
institutional capability. Nations need to balance
self-reliance with global integration,
strengthening domestic capacities while
remaining deeply engaged with the world. This
balance lies at the core of India’s path forward,
which rests on five strategic capabilities.First is
building manufacturing scale and strategic depth.
The renewed global emphasis on industrial
policy highlights the importance of targeted
capability-building. Industry will play a decisive
role in this transformation—by investing in
advanced manufacturing, strengthening supply-
chain resilience and leveraging free trade pacts,
and driving innovation to position India as a
competitive manufacturing hub.Second is the
imperative of technology leadership. In an
increasingly innovation-driven economy,
technological capability will be central to
productivity, competitiveness and strategic
influence. Today, artificial intelligence, digital
platforms and advanced manufacturing are
becoming foundational to growth. Sustaining
India’s momentum in this space will require
higher research and development investment,
stronger industry-academia collaboration and a
continued focus on building globally competitive
products and platforms.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's appeal — with its eleven
specific requests spanning fuel, gold, fertilisers, cooking
oil, solar pumps and foreign travel — is being read by
many as a prelude to administered price hikes. But there
is a larger ambition visible in the speech.It is to make
forex conservation a genuine national movement, a civic
mobilisation comparable in spirit, if not in form, to
Mahatma Gandhi's Salt March of 1930. Gandhi's
genius was to choose salt, an everyday item,
universally used, symbolically powerful, to
crystallise the case for economic self-reliance into a
mass act of participation. Modi is reaching out, so that
each Indian feels personally invested in the nation's
economic resilience, when conserving foreign
exchange becomes as much a patriotic duty as flying
the flag.

The instinct deserves credit. India's import dependence
on crude oil, fertiliser inputs, gold and edible oil is a
structural vulnerability that has been diagnosed for
decades without adequate remedy. Modi is making it
vivid and personal, asking citizens to connect their
everyday choices to the national balance of payments.
This is an act of economic leadership.

Lal Bahadur Shastri did something similar with food in
1965, asking Indians to voluntarily fast on Monday
evenings as the country faced both a war and a food
crisis. Socialist parliamentarian Madhu Limaye pressed
the point further in Parliament, arguing that voluntary
austerity was a constitutional duty in times of national
stress, and that the political class must visibly lead rather
than merely preach. The tradition of appealing to civic
solidarity in times of economic emergency is honourable
and has worked before.But Gandhi's salt Satyagraha
movement's moral force came partly from the fact that
the salt tax was visibly, outrageously regressive. It hurt
the poor more. Gandhi chose salt precisely because of

the Republic. One operates through continuity and
administrative persistence; the other through intensity
and existential risk. Both are indispensable. Both
deserve frameworks that reflect what they are actually
required to do. The answer to difference is not hierarchy.
It is design.Any framework for the military must begin
with one foundational reality: rank in the armed forces is
fundamentally different from rank in civilian systems. In
civilian life, rank is largely a measure of seniority and
administrative progression. In military life, it is
operational authority over life and consequence. An
administrative error may cost money or delay; an error in
command costs lives and territory.

Abrigadier commanding troops in active operations does

not merely hold greater seniority than a colonel. He
carries a categorically different burden of
consequence. That distinction matters because the
military pyramid narrows by design. Combat
leadership demands youth. The institution therefore

remains structurally young by ensuring that only a |

small number rise to the highest ranks. That is not

failure. It is the arithmetic of command.But the

consequences of that arithmetic are profound.Most

officers, however capable, will never rise beyond

certain levels. The institution is therefore sustained not

only by those who reach the top, but by those who

remain where the system needs them most, the Majors

and Lieutenant Colonels, the company commanders

and battalion seconds, the officers carrying the
operational weight of the force at precisely the level
where command is closest to consequence.When that
cohort sees no meaningful progression within rank,
when the only visible signal of recognition becomes the
promotion the pyramid denies to most of them,
something slowly begins to erode. Not competence. Not
courage. But certainty that the institution still sees them
clearly.And then many leave. Not in protest. Simply
because the civilian world has learned to recognise what
military service has produced in them, composure under
pressure, decisiveness, leadership without certainty, and
offers them a framework that acknowledges those
qualities. The state loses not its weakest product at that
moment, but some of'its best formed. That is why within-
rank progression is not a cosmetic issue. It is central to
institutional design. Responsibility, professional
distinction, posting profile and visible recognition
within rank must continue even when promotion cannot.
Otherwise, the system unintentionally signals that
service matters only if one keeps rising. But the military
cannot function as a ladder alone. The rank one holds
must itself remain a form of arrival, not merely a waiting

room for the next.

The design must therefore preserve, not by flattening the

pyramid, but by ensuring that to serve well within one’s
rank, for as long as the nation requires it, is recognised as
exactly what it is: among the hardest and most necessary
things the institution asks.It is here that the debate over
NFU (non-functional upgradation) entered the
picture. NFU emerged to address stagnation in civil
services where promotion opportunities were uneven.
The principle was understandable; administrative

systems required a mechanism to reduce career
disparities. The issue is not that other services received
relief. The issue is that a mechanism designed for
administrative cadres was overlaid onto a military

structure built on entirely different foundations.In civil
services, rank and pay broadly track seniority. In the
military, rank is operational authority and accountability
for irreversible consequence. When NFU logic enters
the military ecosystem, it creates a category confusion.
Pay equivalence gradually begins implying equivalence
of status, even though the underlying responsibilities
remain fundamentally different. The officer
commanding troops in active operations does not
become institutionally equivalent to another functionary
merely because arithmetic aligns their pay scales. The
comparison is not invidious; it is simply incomplete.

That is why pay and rank must be governed by separate

design logics. Rank reflects operational authority,
command responsibility and the burden of consequence.
Pay and material recognition reflect what the state owes
across a career it has deliberately shaped, compressed,
intense and structurally shortened by institutional
necessity. Conflating the two distorts both. NFU did not
create the underlying problem; it exposed the design
mismatch that already existed.

That mismatch becomes most visible at the point where

military service itself structurally terminates.

And then comes the final reality the system must confront:

Economic turbulence : Civic discipline alone can’t turn the tide

the military career ends early not because the individual
has ceased to contribute, but because the institution must
remain young. A civilian career is usually a long climb
with compounding returns. Skills deepen, networks
expand and earnings rise with age. Military service
inverts that logic.Its most intense years are often the
earliest. It extracts the greatest personal cost at precisely
the age civilian careers are consolidating. And it ends

before civilian peers reach their professional peak. A

post-service annuity calibrated to those lost earning

decades is therefore not a pension in the ordinary sense. It

is deferred recognition of a career architecture

deliberately designed by the state to extract the maximum

from an individual during the years when that extraction
carries the highest personal cost.

The covenant is never signed by the soldier alone. The
family serves invisibly beside him, carrying the
absences, instability and uncertainty the uniform
normalises. The officer who has commanded under
pressure and subordinated self to institution for decades
has given the Republic something that cannot be fully
measured in any pay matrix. A terminal recognition at
the completion of that covenant is therefore not
sentiment. It is institutional honesty.Modern conflict
only sharpens the urgency of getting this design right.
Wars no longer unfold only on borders; they run
through infrastructure, information systems and public
psychology. In such an environment, military,
paramilitary, civil administration and political

leadership must function as one coherent instrument.

That coherence depends not merely on capability, but on

clarity of authority and mutual respect across the system.

A state that permits unresolved status dissonance within its

own crisis architecture introduces friction into the
mechanism. Modern conflict requires to remain
frictionless. And in moments of consequence, friction
kills.From disaster relief to the calibrated precision of
operations, the requirement remains the same: coherence.
Command cannot be negotiated in the middle of
consequence. Respect cannot be improvised during
collapse. Coherence is built slowly over years through
frameworks that signal the Republic understands the role
of each of its institutions.When the soldier knows the
nation has seen him clearly, confidence compounds into
capability. When he suspects the accounting has missed
the point, something quieter begins to erode. Not loyalty.
Not courage. Something harder to name and harder to
replace.The framework is the Republic’s answer to him.
When the state responds with design, the institution
holds. The soldier knows the nation understands. And the
nation knows the soldier will remain what he has always

been at the decisive hour:

It seems that the Modi government is preparing the people for a crisis that it failed to anticipate

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi’s post-poll austerity

push has an ominous ring to it. Apparently, all’s not
well on India’s economic front. Global headwinds,
particularly the war in West Asia, are taking their toll
on an economy that remained resilient even during
the Covid-19 pandemic. The PM has asked citizens
to work from home, use public transport, avoid
unnecessary foreign travel and postpone the
purchase of gold. Citing the habits adopted during
the disruptive pandemic, he has stressed the need to
reduce fuel consumption and save foreign exchange.
His call for a “civic Satyagraha” is a politically astute
move, considering that the majority of the states are
ruled by the BJP on its own or in alliance with other
parties. Yet, it seems that the Modi government is
preparing the people for a crisis that it failed to
anticipate.India heavily imports crude oil and gold,
both of which strain foreign exchange reserves when
global prices surge. Encouraging fuel conservation,
domestic tourism and reduced dependence on imports

are sensible responses to a volatile international

elections over the past month and a half. Economic
management took a back seat during this
period. Now, efforts are afoot to deal with
the challenges.

environment. However, the fact is that the government
largely remained occupied with the Assembly

Austerity without equity will fail

If this is to be India's forex Satyaqraha, the design must match the ambition.

Asking families to put off weddings abroad or
avoid buying gold reflects anxiety over the
rupee’s alarming depreciation. A
government that has repeatedly projected
economic strength is now urging
behavioural restraint on a nationwide scale.
Some steps may have unintended
consequences. India’s jewellery sector
supports millions of livelihoods, and a big
drop in gold purchases could hurt workers
far more than wealthy investors. Also, the
work-from-home policy is not practical for
large sections of the workforce. Indeed,
civic responsibility matters, but it is no

substitute for contingency planning. The government

must urgently do course correction.

the injustice. On the other hand, the forex conservation
movement is not against injustice and is itself regressive.
Because it asks those with the least to bear a
disproportionate share of the pain.Look at the eleven
requests through this lens. Deferring foreign vacations
and destination weddings abroad is something only the

affluent need consider. It is irrelevant to the poor.
Shifting to an electric vehicle presumes having the
capital to buy one.Work-from-home is an option for
white-collar professionals, not daily-wage earners.
Asking to reduce edible oil consumption falls hardest on
those with the least since cooking oil is not a luxury.
Some of the requests are well-targeted at the wealthy;
others inadvertently ask those with the smallest margins
to absorb a disproportionate share of the sacrifice.

The economic backdrop makes the equity question more
urgent. India's three State-owned oil marketing
companies are losing between Rs 1,600 and Rs 1,700

crore every day, with cumulative losses over the past ten

weeks crossing Rs 1 lakh crore. Negative margins stand

at Rs 14 per litre on petrol and Rs 18 on diesel. Excise
duty cuts to cushion the blow are costing the treasuryRs

14,000 crore a month.Fertiliser subsidies, budgeted at

Rs 1.71 lakh crore, face an overshoot of Rs 35,000 to Rs
50,000 crore. And this crisis lands on top of an
already strained fiscal position: in FY26, direct
tax receipts fell short of revised estimates by Rs
80,594 crore.

The FY27 direct tax target is Rs 26.97 lakh crore,
which is a whopping 15 per cent jump over FY26
actuals. But revenues are already slowing
down.Here lies a structural paradox in Modi's
appeal. Some of what he asks will genuinely help
the current account without hurting domestic
output like reducing gold imports and foreign
travel. But fuel price hikes are categorically
different: they are inflationary, compress real
household incomes across the board, and will
force the Reserve Bank of India into the
uncomfortable trade-off between defending the
rupee and protecting growth.

There is also a cognitive dissonance in the

government trying to suppress prices but also asking

citizens to behave as if prices are too high. There is now
pressure on tax mobilisation. The Income Tax

Department's Central Action Plan for 2026-27 directs

field officers to prioritise recovering Rs 2.57 lakh crore

in demands upheld at appeal, track the top 10,000 PAN-
wise defaulters, and classify Rs 7.88 lakh crore in large
unclassified arrears by July.The scale of what has gone
uncollected is striking: confirmed, undisputed tax
demands of over Rs 9 lakh crore sit in arrears,
concentrated overwhelmingly in Mumbeai (Rs 1.65 lakh
crore) and Delhi (Rs 1.21 lakh crore) — the wealthiest

urban centres in the country. In FY26, the actual cash
recovery against a target of Rs 5.04 lakh crore was only
Rs 85,000 crore.The government cannot credibly ask
families to cut their cooking oil consumption while Rs 9
lakh crore in confirmed tax dues from large corporate
and individual defaulters remains uncollected year after
year. Ensuring that tax demands are actually recovered,
using whatever digital surveillance, would be a powerful
signal that the national sacrifice is genuinely shared.

This is also an opportune moment to revisit whether
India's tax architecture is structurally progressive
enough. India abolished its wealth tax in 2015 and has
had no estate or inheritance duty since 1985. The top one
per cent of Indians hold an estimated 40 per cent of the
nation's wealth.A temporary crisis surcharge on very
high incomes, a windfall levy on entities benefiting from
the disruption — commodity traders, domestic refiners
— or a carefully designed wealth tax would serve
multiple purposes: raising revenue to offset the fiscal
haemorrhage, making burden-sharing visibly equitable
and giving the mass movement the moral authority it
needs. Madhu Limaye's argument was precisely this:
austerity without equity is not patriotism, it is the
displacement of pain downward.We also need to
examine our resilience and risk buffers. The member
nations of the International Energy Agency (IEA) hold
90 days of strategic petroleum reserves as a treaty
obligation. Europe built LNG import terminals and
diversified supply at emergency speed. Japan and South
Korea pass through price signals rapidly and hedge
exposure through financial markets.

India's dedicated strategic petroleum reserves cover only
about nine to ten days of demand, far below the 90-day
benchmark used by many IEA countries, though total oil
stocks including commercial and refinery inventories
are estimated around 74-75 days.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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If you drop Virat Kohli in a
chase, hound to get
difficult: Abhishek Nayar

New Delhi. (Agency)

Kolkata Knight Riders head coach Abhishek
Nayar pointed to two decisive moments in his
side’s defeat to Royal Challengers Bengaluru
on Wednesday: Virat Kohli’s dropped catch
and the absence of Varun Chakravarthy.

Nayar admitted KKR paid heavily for giving
Kohli an early lifeline during RCB’s chase of
193, with the former India captain making
them suffer with an unbeaten 105 off 60 balls
to seal a six-wicket win.“When you drop
Virat Kohli, especially in a chase, it becomes
very difficult,” Nayar said after the
match.However, Nayar did not pin the defeat
entirely on that missed chance, saying several
small moments combined to shift the contest
in RCB’s favour.“As I said carlier, the score
was fine on this pitch. There are a lot of things
that could have been better. Virat’s catch was
a very tough one. The Angkrish catch, you
would expect him to take.”

Varun's absence hurt KKR's bowling plans

The KKR coach also highlighted the absence of
Varun Chakravarthy, who missed the match
with a toe injury, as a significant setback for
the side.At the end of the day, cricket works
like that. If we had another 10-15 runs, maybe

the game changes. If those catches are taken,
maybe the game changes. If Varun
Chakravarthy plays, maybe the game
changes.”Nayar acknowledged how heavily
KKR rely on the spin partnership of
Chakravarthy and Sunil Narine.

“It is an open secret that we have done really
well with the Sunny-Varun combination. It is
unfortunate that we have missed him a lot this
season.”This is the second time he has had a
fracture, which is unfortunate for him. You
will always miss a Varun Chakravarthy.”

Despite the defeat, Nayar maintained that
KKR'’s total of 192/4 was competitive and
credited youngster Angkrish Raghuvanshi
for helping the side recover after early
trouble.“Midway through the innings, we felt
anywhere between 180 and 200 would be a
good score. There was no dew as well, so that
was not a factor.”Nayar was particularly
impressed with Raghuvanshi’s composure
against a high-quality RCB pace attack, with
the youngster’s unbeaten 71 emerging as one
of the few positives for KKR from an
otherwise frustrating night.

CSK's playoff-push at risk
after Jamie Overton flies
back to UK due to injury

3
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NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Chennai Super Kings have suffered another
massive setback in IPL 2026 after star all-
rounder Jamie Overton was forced to return
to the United Kingdom because of a thigh
injury. With the playoffrace entering its final
phase, CSK’s already difficult road to
qualification has suddenly become even
more complicated The franchise confirmed
on Thursday that Overton had sustained a
right thigh injury and would head back to
England for further assessment and
treatment. CSK, however, did not provide
any clarity regarding how long the England
all-rounder could remain
unavailable.“Jamie Overton has a right thigh
injury and will be returning to the UK for
further assessment and management,” CSK
said in an official statement.

The timing could hardly have been worse for
Chennai.Overton had just delivered one of
his best performances of the season against
Lucknow Super Giants on May 11, picking
up 3 for 36 and playing a major role in CSK’s
important five-wicket win at Chepauk. At a
stage where Chennai needed experienced
players to step up under pressure, Overton
had increasingly become one of the side’s
most reliable match-winners.

Now, CSK suddenly find themselves dealing
with yet another injury problem in a season
that has already felt brutally unforgiving
physically.

HOW GOOD WAS JAMIE OVERTON FOR
CSKINIPL2026?

Overton arrived at Chennai Super Kings
earlier this season as an injury replacement
for Nathan Ellis. But what initially looked
like a temporary fix soon turned into one of
CSK'’s smartest moves of the campaign.The
England all-rounder became a crucial figure
in both departments for Chennai.ln 10
matches this season, Overton scored 136
runs while also picking up 14 wickets,
making him CSK’s second-highest wicket-
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Manchester City smash Palace to keep pressure
on Arsenal in Premier League fitle race

Manchester City breezed past Crystal
Palace at home to keep pressure on
Arsenal in the Premier League title
race on Wednesday, May 13. City cut
the gap to Arsenal to two points.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Manchester City kept their Premier League
title hopes alive with a commanding 3-0
victory over Crystal Palace on Wednesday,
cutting the gap to league leaders Arsenal to
just two points with two matches left in the
season.

PREMIER LEAGUE: FULLCOVERAGE

Pep Guardiola’s side moved to 77 points, while
Arsenal remain on 79, ensuring the title race
will go down to the wire. Although City still
require Arsenal to slip up in one of their
remaining fixtures, the defending champions
showed complete focus and composure in a
dominant display at home.The breakthrough
arrived in the 32nd minute when Antoine
Semenyo finished calmly into the bottom

]

corner after a clever backheel assist from Phil
Foden opened up the Palace defence. City
doubled their advantage eight minutes later
through Omar Marmoush, who reacted
quickly inside the box after another Foden
involvement and curled his effort into the far
corner.Foden’s two assists marked the first
occasion in his Premier League career that he
had created multiple goals before half-time

in a single match.The third goal came late in
the game when Savinho collected a precise
through ball from Rayan Cherki and slotted
home from close range to seal a comfortable
victory.City knew anything less than a win
would have handed Arsenal the opportunity
to secure their first league crown in over two
decades with victory against relegated
Burnley on Monday. Instead, Guardiola’s

Madonna, Shakira, BTS to headline FIFA
World Cup final half-time show

NEW YORK. (Agency)

Madonna, Shakira and K-pop megastars
BTS will headline a Super Bowl-style half-
time show at the World Cup final on July 19
at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey,
organizers said
Thursday.Coldplay's Chris Martin
is curating the show, which is a first
for a football World Cup final. The
biggest-ever World Cup, with 48
teams, kicks off on June 11 in the
United States, Canada and
Mexico.FIFA president Gianni
Infantino announced in March last
year that there would be "the first-
ever hlf-time show at a FIFA World
Cup final".He did not say at the time
who would be performing or how
long the show and half-time would ¥
take.

"This will be a historic moment for the
FIFA World Cup and a show befitting the
biggest sporting event in the world," he
said on Instagram.The move mirrors the
show held during the final of the 2024 Copa
America in Miami, when Colombian star

Shakira performed at half-time at the Hard
Rock Stadium.There was also a half-time
show at last year's FIFA Club World Cup
final, also at MetLife Stadium, which
stretched the break in excess of the

releasing a brief video of the track filmed at

Brazil's iconic Maracana Stadium.The

singer -- who also created the 2010 World

Cup anthem "Waka Waka" -- announced the

song, titled "Dai Dai" in a post on her
Instagram account.In the 67-
second video, Shakira appears
on the pitch at the Maracana in
Rio de Janeiro, where she
performed in a free concert at
the city's Copacabana Beach
last Saturday before two
million people.

Holding the "Trionda", the
official match ball of the 2026
World Cup, Shakira
performed excerpts of the
song in English, joined by
dancers dressed in the colours
of teams including the United
States and Colombia.

regulation 15 minutes.Infantino added that The song was produced with Nigerian artist

FIFA also planned to "take over" New
York's Times Square on the final weekend of
the World Cup.hakira last week teased the
new official song for the 2026 World Cup,

Burna Boy and is set for official release on
Thursday. The clip, also shared by the FIFA
World Cup account, ends with the message:
"We're ready

In-form Messi hits brace as Miami
win 5-3 at Cincinnati in MLS

LOS ANGELES. (Agency)

Lionel Messi scored twice and had a hand in
two others as Inter Miami fought back to
beat FC Cincinnati 5-3 away in the MLS on
Wednesday.ith the World Cup in North
America less than a month away, Argentina
captain Messi is in excellent form.He has 11
goals in 12 MLS matches this season,
Miami's latest victory boosting them into
second place in the Eastern Conference
with 25 points.Messi opened the scoring in
the 24th minute with a fortuitous rebound
off a poor clearance by Matt Miazga.lt was
1-1 at half-time after Kevin Denkey's 41st-

minute penalty, then Pavel Bucha scored But Messi set up a goal for young fellow

from close range to put the hosts 2-1 up
soon after the break.Messi struck again in
the 55th minute, finishing off a flowing
Miami attack with a left-footed shot from a
cross by Rodrigo De Paul.Cincinnati's
Brazilian playmaker Evander put the hosts
back in front again with a blast from outside
the box in the 64th minute, his seventh goal
in six matches.

PBKS vs MI, Dharamshala weath

Argentine Mateo Silvetti in the 79th
minute, with Mexico international German
Berterame scoring again for 4-3.Messi
forced the final goal in the 89th minute.

The 38-year-old launched himself at a cross

from Silvetti and struck it with his right
foot, the ball crashing off the post and
deflecting in off goalkeeper Roman
Celentano for an own goal.Miami coach

Guillermo Hoyos was full of praise for his
side."What they did today was brilliant,
against a tough team and on a difficult
pitch," he said."It’s very hard to play here.
It’s clear they’re not here to stroll around
MLS."They're here to play, to give
everything, and to show the wrld that
football is played here too."He added:
"We’re leaving very happy. We were able to
play football ata very high level."

Will rain spoil Punjab's playoff

«Punjab Kings and Mumbai Indians head
to Dharamsala with hoth sides short on
momentum. For Punjab, the higger concern

is not just rain but a campaign wobbling at

the wrong time.

NEW DELHI. (Agency)

Punjab Kings and Mumbai Indians are the two
out-of-form teams in the IPL at the moment
and they will be coming to Dharamsala
hoping for a cracker of a game. The match is
of greater importance to PBKS, who are
currently struggling to secure a win.

PBKS vs MI: Preview

Punjab looked like the team to beat a few
weeks ago, and the story has completely
flipped on its head since then. After winning
six out of their first seven games and
remaining unbeaten, PBKS have lost their

| & & @& @& @& |

last four matches, leaving the team
management sweating. On top of this, the
outside noise hasn't helped them at all and the
morale does seem to be at a low.For Mumbai,
the season is over, and they have been
eliminated after losing to RCB in their last
game. For the five-time champions, it is all

about playing for pride and building towards
the new season. They will be without Hardik
Pandya, who seems to be working towards
full fitness. The stakes will be high in this one
for the home side as they cannot afford to
have another loss to their name. So will the
weather play spoilsport in Dharamsala?

men ensured the pressure remains firmly on
the leaders.With Saturday’s FA Cup final
against Chelsea looming, Guardiola rotated
heavily and made six changes to his starting
lineup, including leaving top scorer Erling
Haaland out of the side. Despite the
changes, City controlled proceedings
throughout and rarely looked troubled.

The home side dominated possession with 72
percent of the ball and registered 15 shots
compared to Palace’s six. Defender Josko
Gvardiol, making his first start since
recovering from a tibial fracture suffered in
January, nearly added another goal before
halftime, but Palace goalkeeper Dean
Henderson produced an excellent save to
deny his header.The win also extended
City’s unbeaten run in the league to mid-
January, adding further drama to a title race
that had appeared destined for Arsenal for
much of the campaign.City next travel to
face AFC Bournemouth before ending their
season at home against Aston Villa on May
24. If Arsenal defeat Burnley, City will need
another victory against a Bournemouth side
currently enjoying a 16-match unbeaten
streak to keep their hopes alive.

PBKS vs MI Preview: Punjab Kings

can't stop the rumours. They
seek to stop the rot
Dharamsala. (Agency)

It’s been a tough two weeks for Punjab Kings.

They were sitting on the throne, racing towards
the playoffs. But as they prepare for a high-
voltage clash against Mumbai Indians at the
high altitude of Dharamsala, last season’s
finalists are looking shaky.

Four losses on the bounce have dragged them to

fourth on the points table, which is increasingly
crowded in the middle. They have three games
and their fate is in their own hands. Win all
three and they are assured of a top-two finish.
Slip, and they might not even make the playoffs
— a disaster, considering how commanding
they looked after seven matches, unbeaten in
all of them.And nothing keeps critics quiet like
success. Punjab Kings have witnessed that
first-hand. As they spiralled into the losing
streak, the chatter on social media began.

“Bloggers,” as assistant bowling coach Trevor
Gonsalves put it, have been speculating about a
rift in the camp and players not on the same
page with the captain. They have alleged that
Prabhsimran Singh, for whom runs have dried
up in recent games, has gained 10 kg during the
course of the season. Add to that the chatter
around how certain Punjab Kings players have
used social media, leading to controversies the
BCCI wanted to clamp down upon.Punjab
Kings are heading into their second game of the
season in Dharamsala, this time against
Mumbai Indians, who are already out of the
playoffs race and playing for pride. On
Monday, their bowling and fielding — which
has been a big concern this season — let them
down once again as they failed to defend 211
against Delhi Capitals.The franchise has had
enough. Preity Zinta took to X, drawing a line
between criticism and “calculated
misinformation.” The official Punjab Kings
account followed. Gonsalves, arriving at the
pre-match press conference with a straight
back and no apparent interest in being
wounded, putitplainly

er report:
chances?

PBKS vs MI: DHARAMSALA WEATHER
REPORT

Our man Akshay Ramesh was present at
Dharamsala to observe both teams' training
session before the match and make some
keynotes. Sadly, the weather on eve of the
game wasn't kind to anyone at the HPCA
stadium as everyone was forced to take cover
and the teams hardly got 15 minutes to
train. According to the Indian Meteorological
Department, thunderstorms accompanied by
rain are expected in Dharamsala on
matchday. However, the likelihood of
showers during the evening remains fairly
low, with only a small chance of interruption
around game time.

Unlike several parts of the country currently
experiencing intense heat, Dharamsala is
expected to offer much cooler conditions due
to its hill-station climate. Temperatures
during the match are likely to hover around
17°C, setting up a pleasant evening with

~ overcastskies.
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) Katrina Kaif And Vicky Kaushal Make

FIRST Joint Appearance After
We

Jacouelme
Fernandez

To Return To Cannes Film Festival 2026,
Actress Finalising Red Carpet Looks

l acqueline Fernandez is set to return to the Cannes Film Festival this

year. The actor, who has been a regular presence at the prestigious
international film gala over the past few years, is reportedly
preparing for her appearance at the 79th edition of the festival.
A source shared, as quoted by Hindustan Times, “The actor is
currently in the process of finalising her various looks before
heading to France."The 79th annual Cannes Film Festival will be
held from May 12 to May 23,2026.
Jacqueline Fernandez’s Cannes Journey
Jacqueline’s association with Cannes has grown stronger in
recent years. Last year, she was honoured by the Red Sea Film
Foundation’s Women in Cinema initiative. She was among six
global honourees recognised for their contribution to cinema,
marking an important moment for , -
South Asian representation on an - ,‘f;’ 1

international platform. AL
Before that, Jacqueline attended 4 e
Cannes in 2024, where she e
represented India and was also 3 ~"\ 3
present at the premiere of The - 1%
Substance. Her appearances at boae

the festival have often drawn

attention for both her fashion

choices and her role in

bringing Indian cinema
visibility on the global !
red carpet. /

With her return this year, — '
expectations are high )ﬁ ¥
around her Cannes ) '
looks and appearances.

Payal Kapadia To Head Critics’ Week Jury
Apart from Jacqueline’s return to Cannes, Indian
cinema will also have another important representation
at the festival this year. Filmmaker Payal Kapadia has
been named president of the jury for the 65th edition of
Critics’ Week, the independent sidebar of the Cannes Film Festival.
Kapadia, who won the Cannes Competition Grand Prix for her
acclaimed film All We Imagine As Light, will lead a jury that
includes Ama Ampadu, senior production and development
executive at the BFI Filmmaking Fund, Quebecois actor Theodore
Pellerin, French musician Oklou and Thai journalist Donsaron
Kovitvanitcha.Critics’ Week 2026 will run from May 13 to May
21.With Jacqueline Fernandez returning to the red carpet and
Payal Kapadia taking on a key jury role, India’s presence at
Cannes 2026 is already shaping up to be significant.
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Team Issues Official Note On Her Alcohol Remark

'Misinformation In This Space Is Harmful

Janhvi Kapoor recently made headlines when her ~ battling addiction and those supporting them.

Let’s not trivialise efforts to lend a healing hand to
a critical problem by misleading information for
the sake of clickbait," the statement further
read.

It concluded with, “We strongly call upon
media outlets, digital platforms, and
individuals to report with integrity and
ensure conversations around addiction
are handled with the sensitivity they
deserve. Misinformation in this space
is harmful, irresponsible, and
disrespectful to the very community
this dialogue aims to support.
Thank you for standing with us.”

What did Janhvisay?

Janhvi, on the Raj Shamani
Podcast, shared, “I would not
say | was addicted or I was
abusing alcohol, but I was
drinking frequently. And
this was after a very
traumatic experience in my
life. T felt the need to just,
like, ‘I need to get
drunk’."Janhvi also
revealed that the
realisation did not arrive
through a dramatic
breaking point. Instead, it
came from noticing how

statement on the Raj Shamani Podcast was taken

out of context, with many assuming she had
spoken about addiction. Now, Off the Rocks, an
initiative by the actress, has issued an official
statement clarifying her stand.The official
statement was also shared by Janhvi Kapoor on her
Instagram story, which reads, “We at Off The Rocks
& Amaha have noticed certain media pages

misrepresenting content associated with this
initiative and Janhvi Kapoor. This is deeply
concerning.”

“We want to be clear, Janhvi Kapoor is part of this
conversation as a caregiver and ally, not as someone
who has had any personal experience of addiction
or alcohol dependence. Such misrepresentation not
only diminishes her role, but also undermines and
disrespects the real, lived experiences of those

|coming Son Vihaan

-

icky Kaushal and Katrina Kaif were spotted

out and about in Mumbai on Sunday

evening, marking one of their first proper
public appearances together after welcoming their
son. The couple kept it effortlessly stylish in
coordinated looks, with Katrina opting for an
oversized black coat paired with black pants and
chunky sneakers, finishing the look with dark
sunglasses. Vicky, meanwhile, kept it casual in a
black T-shirt and trousers layered with a brown
suede jacket and a cap, completing his look with
beige sneakers.

The clips have gone viral as Katrina has largely
stayed away from the public eye since becoming a
mother, making this one of her first proper
appearances post-delivery. The couple welcomed
their first child, a baby boy named Vihaan
Kaushal, on November 7, 2025, sharing the news
with a heartfelt statement.

Katrina and Vicky had earlier announced their
pregnancy in September 2025 with a joint post
that read, “On our way to start the best chapter of
our lives with hearts full of joy and gratitude." The
announcement came after months of speculation,
and Katrina kept a relatively low profile
throughout her pregnancy.

The couple got married on December 9, 2021, in an
intimate ceremony at Six Senses Fort Barwara in
Rajasthan.On the work front, Katrina was last
seen in Merry Christmas (2024), which released
on January 12, 2024, marking her most recent on-
screen appearance, after which she has not
announced a new film and has largely stayed away
from the spotlight, especially during her
pregnancy and after welcoming her son. Vicky
Kaushal, meanwhile, was last seen in the 2025
historical action film Chhaava, which went on to
become one of the biggest hits of the year. He is
currently working on Love & War, directed by
Sanjay Leela Bhansali and co-starring Ranbir
Kapoor and Alia Bhatt. The film is one of the most
anticipated projects in Bollywood and is currently
under production.

Huma Qureshi, Rachit Singh Set To

Marry Later This Year, Wedding
Prep Begins

A
ooks like wedding bells might be on the way
for Huma Qureshi and this time, it’s not just

rumours doing the rounds. Something real
seems to be quietly coming together behind the
scenes.As per a report by Hindustan Times, Huma
and her partner Rachit Singh are planning to get
married later this year. The couple, who have
mostly kept their relationship private, have
already begun preparations for their big day.

A source told Hindustan Times, “They are planning
an October end or November wedding as of now.
The preparations have begun."The celebrations
are expected to reflect Huma’s personal style —
simple, warm, and close-knit. Sharing more
details, the source added, “Knowing Huma she
will have a good intimate wedding party and then
throw a reception for the industry. May be not a
lavish wedding but something that only her close
friends and family will attend, followed by a big
reception. As of now its most probably looking
like Mumbai."

Speculation about their relationship had been
growing for a while. The two were spotted
together at a screening of Thamma and later
attended Sonakshi Sinha’s wedding, which caught
attention. In September 2025, Hindustan Times
had earlier reported that the couple got engaged in
the US.Speaking about the proposal, a source had
shared, “Huma and Rachit have been going strong
for a while as a couple and on Sunday, he
proposed to her in an intimate proposal and she
said yes. It was a close-knit affair that took place in
the US. They are yet to decide when they want to
make it official by announcing it publicly."

The two were also recently seen travelling together
from the Mumbai airport, one of the rare times
they’ve been spotted publicly as a couple.

Rachit Singh, originally from Varanasi, moved to
New Delhi in 2012 and briefly explored
modelling before shifting to Mumbai in 2016 to
pursue a career in entertainment, according to his
IMDb profile.Early in his journey, he worked
closely with casting director Atul Mongia and
helped set up Artist Collective, a platform focused
on actor training. Over the years, he has built a
strong reputation as an acting coach.Through his
initiative, Rachit Singh Workshop, he has
conducted more than 100 sessions, working with
several well-known names including Ranveer
Singh, Varun Dhawan, Vicky Kaushal, Anushka
Sharma, Gulshan Devaiah, Imaad Shah, Kunal
Kapoor, Pooja Hegde, Harshvardhan Rane,
Amruta Subhash, Shahana Goswami, Ahana
Kumra, Aneet Padda, and Shanaya Kapoor.
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From Russia to Iran; Who's arriving in New
Delhi for the high-stakes BRICS meet?

New Delhi, Agency:
Foreign ministers and sen-
ior diplomats from BRICS
nations began assembling
in New Delhi for the two-
day BRICS  Foreign
Ministers' Meeting, being
hosted under India's 2026
chairship, on Thursday.

External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar will
chair the meeting, which
has drawn participation
from nearly all member
countries of the expanded
BRICS grouping amid
heightened geopolitical
tensions in West Asia.

Russian Foreign

National

BRICS FOREIGN MIMISTERS' MEETING
MY 20N | Mew DAY, Incsia

Minister Sergey Lavrov,
Iranian Foreign Minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi,
Brazilian Foreign Minister
Mauro Vieira, and
Egyptian Foreign Minister
Badr Abdelatty are among

12th Indla bound shlp

New Delhi,

Agency:
Wednesday approved hike in minimum support
prices (MSP) of 14 Kharif crops for the market-
ing season 2026-27, with the most-popular
Kharif crop paddy getting an increase of Rs 72
per quintal (3%) to reach Rs 2,441 per quintal.
The highest absolute increase in MSP over

L

the key leaders attending
the meeting.

China is being repre-
sented by its Ambassador
to India, Xu Feihong, as
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
is unable to attend due to

Centre on

prior commitments.

While official confirma-
tions from some capitals
are still awaited, delega-
tions from South Africa,
Ethiopia, Indonesia, and
the United Arab Emirates
have also arrived for the
ministerial engagement.

Among partner coun-
tries invited for outreach
sessions, Kazakhstan is
being represented by First
Deputy Foreign Minister
Yerzhan Ashikbayev, while
Nigeria has sent
Permanent Secretary at its
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Dunoma Umar Ahmed.

Centre raises MSP for 14 kharif
crops, 3% increase for paddy
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Spend wisely, PM Modi asks col-
leagues, downs1zes

New Delhi, Agency:
After calling upon citizens to
save fuel and undertake f§
steps to cut the import bill,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on
reduced the strength of his
own official convoy to two
vehicles and asked Cabinet
colleagues also to spend
wisely.

After the PM, Home
Minister =~ Amit  Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath

Wednesday .

Singh and other senior min-
isters opted for leaner convoys,
while Chief Ministers of BJP-
ruled states announced meas-
ures to ensure optimum utilisa-
tion of available resources,
including fuel. Top government
sources, meanwhile, said PM's
appeal was not about austerity.

"Prime Minister Modi's recent
appeal to conserve fuel, adopt
work-from-home where possi-
ble and reduce avoidable for-
eign-exchange outflows are not
austerity measures.

That phrase is misleading as
the government is not imple-
menting austerity measures
which has negative economic
connotations," said a top official.
The officials said the word "aus-

ting capital expenditure, welfare
spending, or subsidies," sources
clarified. As for the PM's convoy,
it was reduced during his recent
visits to Gujarat and Assam -
states he visited after making the
public appeal to citizens in
Hyderabad. The PM has also
instructed inclusion of electric
vehicles, where possible, in his
entourage within the available
purchase structure. New pur-
chases have been barred, offi-
cials said. Several BJP and NDA-
ruled states announces fuel cut
measures. These included UP,
Maharashtra, Assam, Madhya
Pradesh, Delhi, Maharashtra,
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh.
Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh

crosses HOl’lTlllZ, one the previous year has, however, been recom- terity" usually suggests budget CéVI Yogi Adlga?ath has dlreCt’E
mended for sunflower seed (Rs 622 per quintal), followed by cotton (Rs 557 | cuts, reduced government © 4 ar}[' 1mmet}11a eﬂ 5? I%erftge_nl
more on way per quintal), niger seed (Rs 515 per quintal) and sesamum (Rs 500 per quin- | spending, lower subsidies and rehl_lcl 1on 1 tef efh 0 Cl(\)/[ 101321
New Delhi, Agency: | (@l givinga signal to farmers to primarily opt for oilseeds over other crops fiscal tightening. \rlr?inlics teesrsmean or the LI an
Another India-bound . LpG | toreduce India's import bills of edible oils. The government is not cut- :

tanker crossed the Strait of
Hormuz on Wednesday evening,
taking the total number to 12
while one more was crossing the
conflict-hit strait, officials said.
The ship that has crossed the
Strait has been identified as
Symi, a Marshall Islands-flagged
vessel, carrying LPG. This is the

Seaplane trials between Kochi
Lakshadweep held successfully

New Delhi,
Agency: Trial seaplane
operations connecting

Bengal CM Suvendu Adhikari retains Bhabanipur, the
seat where he defeated Mamata, over Nandigram

MLAs will take oath here
today. The new Speaker
will be elected tomorrow,"

New Delhi, Agency:
West Bengal chief minis-
ter Suvendu Adhikari on

éitr};itléi% tféli(:r; ;&igag‘;l; VE,};; Wednesday decided to he added. Suvendu Lakil}adweep with [
a crude oil tanker Mgedia has | retain the Bhabanipur secured a high-profile vie-  Kochi  began on

Wednesday, marking a
major push towards
faster island connectivi-
ty, tourism expansion
and emergency trans-
port services in the

tory from Bhabanipur, a
seat closely associated
with Trinamool Congress
supremo Mamata. The
giantslayer had earlier
defeated Mamata Banerjee

seat and vacate
Nandigram after win-
ning from both con-
stituencies in the recent-
ly concluded West
Bengal assembly elec-

learnt that Vietnam-flagged NV
Sunshine, which was crossing
the Strait on Wednesday night, is
also carrying LPG. Officials said
the vessel is likely to exit the con-
flict-hit strait early Thursday

morning. Marinetraffic shows
New Mangaluru Port as the des-
tinatoon of this ship loaded with
around 46,000 tonnes cooking
gas. It has 24 crew members, all
Vietnamese. These are part of
the list of 41 vessels that the ship-
ping ministry had prepared for
priority evacuation from the
Persian Gulf.

tions.

Suvendu had contested
from  his  stronghold
Nandigram as well as
Bhabanipur, the constituen-
cy long considered a bastion
of former chief minister
Mamata Banerjee.

"I cannot take oath as an

oath as the MLA from
Bhabanipur. I will have to

leave  the  Nandigram
Assembly constituency," the
West Bengal chief minister
said. "With the blessings of
the people and under the
leadership of PM Modi, we
have entered inside the leg-
islative assembly. The budget

MLA from two assembly
constituencies. I have taken

will be presented here. 143

in Nandigram in the 2021
assembly election after quit-
ting the TMC and joining the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

This time, Suvendu direct-
ly challenged Mamata once
again by contesting from
Bhabanipur, turning the con-
stituency into one of the
biggest political battle-
grounds of the election.

union territory. The

operations were carried out
by Cochin International
Airport Limited (CIAL)
using a DHC6-400 Twin
Otter seaplane aircraft as
part of an ongoing opera-

tional assessment pro-
gramme across the
Lakshadweep islands.

According to CIAL, three

trial operations were suc-
cessfully completed during
the day. The schedule
included a Kochi-Agatti
flight, a local training sortie
at the Agatti water aero-
drome and a return flight
from Agatti to Kochi. The
first flight departed Kochi
at 9.30 am and landed at
Agatti at 11.30 am.

Narco-trafficker extra- 'Won't revisit '"Hinduism a way of life'
dited from Portugal
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a flat in Baku.

The capture is significant
because a large number of
@ Indian gangsters and
.+ narco-traffickers had start-
M ed to use the Azerbaijan
route to flee the country,
sources said. This operation
also marks a major victory
in India's ongoing crack-
down on narco-terrorism

New Delhi, Agency: Indian
agencies on Wednesday secured
the extradition of high-profile
fugitive Prabhdeep Singh from
Azerbaijan, marking a signifi-
cant breakthrough for interna-
tional law enforcement coopera-
tion. Singh, the subject of an
Interpol Red Notice, was escort-
ed back to India by a special
three-member team.

The operation witnessed
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) and Delhi Police acting in
tandem with the ministry of
external affairs (MEA) and the
ministry of home affairs (MHA).
Singh was recently geolocated to

and organised crime, bring-
ing the total number of fugitives
repatriated to India in recent
years to over 160, according to
CBI. Singh, the alleged master-
mind behind a massive interna-
tional narcotics syndicate,
arrived at the Delhi airport on
Wednesday morning, escorted
by the special team led by ACP
Vivek Tyagi from Delhi Police's
special cell, additional CP
Pramod Kushwaha said.

Having absconded from India
in 2023, Singh was traced in
Baku after CBI triggered an
Interepol Red Notice at the
request of Delhi Police.

New Delhi, Agency:
Dealing with the sensitive
issue of 'faith vs fundamen-
tal rights' emanating from
quashing of a Sabarimala
Ayyappa temple custom
barring the entry of women
in the 10-50 age group, a
nine-judge SC bench on
Wednesday said it would
not revisit SC's three-
decade-old ruling of
"Hinduism is a way of life".
As counsel after counsel
questioned various reli-
gious practices in several
denominations under the
umbrella of Hinduism and
favoured identification of
its essential religious prac-
tices that alone could get

ruling, SC says 1n Sabarlala case

protection under the
Constitution, the bench of
CJI Surya Kant and

Justices B V Nagarathna, M
M Sundresh, Ahsanuddin
Amanullah, Aravind
Kumar, A G Masih, P B
Varale, R Mahadevan and J

Bagchi said the court
should not be the forum to
determine what is an ideal
religious practice. Justice
Nagarathna said, "As far as
Hinduism is concerned, the
court had long back settled
that it is a way of life. We
need not reiterate it nor
revisit it."

This remark came when
senior advocate G Mohan
Gopal said the court was
interpreting the interplay of
Article 25, which gave indi-
viduals the right of freedom
of conscience and right to

freedom of religion, and
Article 26, which conferred
the right to religion on a
denomination.

Gopal said the court
should carve out space for

dissenters  within the
denominations to enable
reforms in the practices,
which is stifled at present.
The bench disagreed with
him and Justice
Nagarathna said, "Whether
a person goes to a temple or
not for worship is neither a
qualification of disqualifi-
cation in Hinduism !

CJI Kant said,
"Hindusim is flexible and
accommodates  myriad

ways of worship without
forcing anyone to go to a
temple. A person who goes
to a temple is as much a
Hindu as the person who
quietly lights a lamp in his
small hut with a silent
prayer." He said SC is not a
super-spiritual leader to
interpret religious prac-
tices, reform of which is pri-
marily in the hand of the
legislature.

The "Hinduism is a way
of life" ruling by a three-
judge bench came on a peti-
tion challenging a Bombay
HC judgment that had
quashed the election of Shiv
Sena candidate Ramesh
Yeshwant Prabhoo on the
ground that party supremo
Bal Thackeray, while cam-
paigning for the candidate,
had appealed for votes in
the name of rehglon
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International Day of Families
The GChanging Face of Families in the Modern World

iy, o

Every year on May 15, the world

observes the International Day of
Families, a day proclaimed by the
United Nations to recognize the impor-
tance of families as the basic units of
society. Families are where individuals
first learn values, traditions, communi-
cation, responsibility, and emotional
connection. Over the decades, however,

Parenting inthe Digital Age — Raising

the structure and definition of family
have undergone major transformations.
The traditional joint family system, once
dominant in many cultures, is gradually
giving way to nuclear households, sin-
gle-parent families, blended families,
and even digital families connected
across continents.

The modern world is changing rapid-

ly due to urbanization, globalization,
technology, migration, and evolving
social norms. These changes have
deeply influenced family life. While
some transformations have brought
freedom and equality, others have creat-
ed challenges such as loneliness, stress,
generational gaps, and weakened emo-
tional bonds. The International Day of
Families provides an opportunity to
reflect on these changes and understand
how families continue to adapt in the
21st century.

From Joint Families to Nuclear
Homes

For centuries, joint families were
considered the backbone of society in
countries such as India, China, and
many African nations. Grandparents,
parents, uncles, aunts, and children lived
together under one roof, sharing respon-

sibilities and emotional support.
Children grew up surrounded by elders
who guided them through life.

Household tasks and financial burdens
were distributed among members, creat-
ing a strong support system.

However, industrialization and urban
migration transformed this arrangement.
As cities expanded and employment

Childrenin a Connected World

opportunities shifted toward urban cen-
ters, younger generations began moving
away from hometowns in search of jobs
and education. Smaller homes in cities
and changing lifestyles encouraged the
growth of nuclear families consisting
only of parents and children.

Nuclear families provide independ-
ence, privacy, and flexibility. Couples
can make decisions more freely, and
individuals often enjoy greater personal
space. Yet this structure also comes with
challenges. Working parents may strug-
gle to balance careers and childcare
without extended family support.
Elderly parents may feel isolated, and
children may miss the wisdom and emo-
tional warmth traditionally provided by
grandparents.

Technology and Digital
Connections

Technology has changed family rela-
tionships in extraordinary ways. Video
calls, social media, and messaging apps
allow families separated by distance to
stay connected. Migrant workers living
abroad can now communicate daily with
loved ones. Grandparents can watch
their grandchildren grow through digital

platforms.

At the same time, technology has
also created emotional distance within
homes. Family members often spend
more time on smartphones and laptops
than talking face-to-face. Dining tables
that once hosted conversations are now
silent as screens dominate attention.
Excessive social media use can reduce
meaningful interaction and create mis-
understandings.

Parents today face a difficult chal-
lenge: how to raise children in a digital
age while maintaining emotional con-
nection. Many experts recommend tech-
nology-free family time, shared activi-
ties, and open conversations to strength-
en relationships. Families that use tech-
nology wisely can benefit greatly with-
out losing personal bonds.

Women, Equality, and Family Roles

One of the most significant social
changes in modern families has been the
evolving role of women. In earlier gen-
erations, women were often expected to
focus solely on household responsibili-
ties. Today, women actively participate
in education, employment, leadership,
entrepreneurship, and public life.

Parenting has never been an easy responsibility,
but raising children in the digital age presents chal-
lenges unlike any previous generation has experi-
enced. Smartphones, social media, online gaming,
artificial intelligence, and constant internet access
have transformed childhood and family life.
Today’s children are growing up in a world where
information is available instantly, friendships
extend beyond physical boundaries, and digital
screens are part of everyday life.

While technology offers educational opportuni-
ties and global connectivity, it also creates con-
cerns about screen addiction, cyberbullying, online
safety, mental health, and weakened family com-
munication. On the International Day of Families,
it is important to examine how modern parents are
navigating this rapidly changing environment and
finding ways to raise responsible, emotionally
healthy children.

The Digital Childhood Revolution

Children born in the 2Ist century are often

called “digital natives” because technology has
always been part of their lives. Unlike previous
generations who gradually adapted to computers
and the internet, today’s children begin interacting
with digital devices from an early age.

Educational apps, online classes, interactive
games, and digital videos have transformed learn-
ing. During the COVID-19 pandemic, technology
became essential for education and communica-
tion. Students attended virtual classes, families
connected through video calls, and online plat-
forms became central to daily life.

Technology can support creativity, critical
thinking, and access to knowledge. Children can
learn new languages, explore science, develop
artistic skills, and connect with global communi-
ties. However, excessive exposure to screens can
also affect physical activity, concentration, sleep
patterns, and social development.

The Challenge of Screen Time

One of the biggest concerns for modern parents

The Importance of Family
Traditions and CulturalValues

In every corner of the world,
families preserve traditions that
connect generations and
strengthen cultural identity.
Whether through festivals, ritu-
als, shared meals, storytelling, or
religious practices, traditions
create emotional bonds that unite
family members. On the
International Day of Families, it
is important to reflect on the role
traditions play in shaping values,
preserving heritage, and creating
lasting memories.

Modern life moves rapidly.
Urbanization, globalization,
migration, and technology have
transformed  societies  and
lifestyles. In many homes, tradi-
tional customs are gradually fad-
ing as younger generations adopt
modern habits and global influ-
ences. Yet family traditions con-
tinue to hold deep significance
because they provide stability,
belonging, and a sense of identi-
ty.

Traditions as Emotional

Anchors

Family traditions are often
associated with warmth, com-
fort, and togetherness. They cre-
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ate moments that children
remember throughout their lives.
Celebrating festivals together,
preparing traditional recipes, vis-
iting relatives, or listening to sto-
ries from elders strengthens
emotional bonds.

These rituals provide continu-
ity during times of change. Even
simple traditions such as Sunday
dinners or evening prayers can
create feelings of security and
connection.

Psychologists believe tradi-
tions contribute positively to
emotional well-being because
they create predictable experi-
ences and strengthen family
unity. In stressful times, familiar
customs offer reassurance and
comfort.

Passing Values
Generations

Families are the first schools
of life. Through traditions and
daily interactions, children learn
respect, responsibility, kindness,
discipline, and social behavior.

Grandparents often play an
important role in passing down
wisdom, folklore, and cultural
values. Their experiences help
younger generations understand

Across

history, family struggles, and
community traditions.

In many cultures, storytelling
remains a powerful way to teach
moral lessons. Folk tales, myths,
and family histories connect
children to their roots and
encourage respect for heritage.

Without these intergenera-
tional exchanges, societies risk
losing valuable cultural knowl-
edge.

Festivals and Shared
Celebrations

Festivals are among the
strongest expressions of family
traditions. Celebrations such as
Diwali, Eid, Christmas, Lunar
New Year, Thanksgiving, and
harvest festivals bring families
together despite busy schedules.

These occasions encourage
gratitude, generosity, and social
unity. Families prepare tradition-
al foods, decorate homes,
exchange gifts, and participate in
prayers or ceremonies.

For children, festivals create
excitement and lifelong memo-
ries. They also teach cultural
meaning and community partici-
pation.

In multicultural societies, fes-
tivals provide opportunities for
cultural exchange and under-
standing. Families increasingly
celebrate diverse traditions,
reflecting changing global con-
nections.

Food and Cultural Identity

Food is deeply connected to
family identity and tradition.
Recipes passed down through
generations carry stories, memo-
ries, and cultural heritage.

® @

is managing screen
time. Many chil-
dren spend hours
watching  videos,
playing games, or
browsing social
media. Excessive
screen  use may
reduce outdoor

activities, face-to-

face interaction, and academic focus.

Research suggests that prolonged screen expo-
sure can affect sleep quality, emotional regulation,
and attention span. Younger children may become
dependent on digital entertainment, while
teenagers may experience anxiety linked to social
media pressure.

Parents often struggle to create healthy bound-
aries because technology is deeply integrated into
education and social life. Experts recommend bal-
anced routines rather than complete restrictions.
Family activities, outdoor play, reading habits, and

7

technology-free hours can help children develop
healthier lifestyles.

Social Media and Emotional Health

Social media platforms have become powerful
influences on young minds. Teenagers use these
platforms to communicate, share experiences, and
express themselves creatively. Yet social media
also exposes children to unrealistic beauty stan-
dards, comparison culture, cyberbullying, and
online harassment.

Families and Mental Health—-Building
Emotional Strength Together

Mental health has become one of the most
important social issues of the modern era. Stress,
anxiety, depression, loneliness, and emotional
burnout affect millions of people worldwide.
While mental health challenges are often discussed
in schools, workplaces, and healthcare systems, the
role of families remains central.

Families are usually the first source of emotion-
al support during difficult times. They shape how
individuals express emotions, manage stress, and
build relationships. On the International Day of
Families, it is essential to recognize how strong
family connections contribute to emotional well-
being and resilience.

Understanding Mental Health in Families

Mental health is not only the absence of illness
but also the presence of emotional balance, healthy
relationships, and psychological resilience.
Families influence mental health from childhood
onward.

Supportive family environments help individu-
als feel safe, valued, and understood. On the other
hand, constant conflict, neglect, abuse, or emotion-
al distance can negatively affect emotional devel-
opment.

Children especially depend on family relation-
ships to develop confidence and social skills.
Positive family interactions encourage emotional
security and self-esteem.

The Impact of
Modern Stress

Modern lifestyles
place significant pres-
sure  on  families.
Economic uncertainty,
long working hours,
academic competition,
and social expectations
create stress for both
parents and children.

Technology and
social media have added
new forms of emotional

pressure. Constant
online comparison,
@

information overload, and reduced face-to-face
interaction can increase feelings of anxiety and
loneliness.

Many families struggle to spend quality time
together because of busy schedules. Emotional dis-
connection may develop even when family mem-
bers live under the same roof.

Children and Emotional Development

A child’s emotional foundation is built largely
within the family. Children who grow up in loving
and supportive environments are more likely to
develop resilience and healthy coping skills.

Parents influence how children manage emo-
tions through daily interactions. Listening patient-
ly, encouraging communication, and validating
feelings help children express themselves confi-
dently.

Children exposed to constant criticism, neglect,
or family conflict may experience emotional inse-
curity and behavioral difficulties.

Experts emphasize the importance of emotional
availability. Small gestures such as family meals,
bedtime conversations, and shared activities
strengthen emotional bonds.

Mental Health Challenges Among Teenagers

Teenagers today face unique pressures related
to academics, social media, peer relationships, and
identity formation. Anxiety and depression among
adolescents have increased significantly in recent

years.




