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Partial results show losses
for Starmer's Labour and
wins for Reform UK in local
elections

LONDON. (Agency)

Partial results from local elections in England on Friday
showed big losses for Prime Minister Keir Starmer's
governing Labour Party and gains for the hard-right
party Reform UK.The votes are being widely seen as
an unofficial referendum on Starmer, elected less
than two years ago.Areas that counted their ballots
overnight saw Reform UK, led by Nigel Farage, win
hundreds of local council seats in working-class areas
in England's north such as Hartlepool.The picture
will change throughout Friday as results come in
from the majority of local councils, including Labour
strongholds like London. Votes will also be counted
in contests for semiautonomous parliaments in
Scotland and Wales.A Labour rout could trigger
moves by restive party lawmakers to oust a leader
who led them to power in July 2024. Even if Starmer
survives for now, many analysts doubt he will lead
the party into the next national election, which must
be held by 2029.Deputy Prime Minister David
Lammy cautioned the party not to topple the prime
minister, saying "you don't change the pilot during
the flight.”

UAE reports drone, missile
attack as Iran ceasefire
strains; US military says not
seeking escalation

DUBAI.(Agency)

The Iran war's shaky ceasefire came under further
strain on Friday as the United Arab Emirates'
responded to a missile and drone attack hours after
the US said it thwarted attacks on three Navy ships in
the Strait of Hormuz and retaliated against Iranian
military facilities.The violence jeopardized the
fragile truce between Iran and the US while the two
sides considered a deal to end the fighting.On
Thursday, Tehran said it was examining the latest US
proposals for ending the war. Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Esmail Baghaei said the
Islamic Republic was reviewing messages from
Pakistan, which is mediating peace negotiations, but
Iran "has not yet reached a conclusion, and no
response has been given to the US side," Iranian state
TV reported.The Trump administration has sent
mixed messages on its strategy to end the war. The
ceasefire and previous declarations that military
operations were over have given way to new threats
of bombing if Tehran does not accept a deal that
allows for resumption of oil and natural gas
shipments disrupted by the conflict. Trump reiterated
those threats after Thursday's exchange of fire
involving the US Navy. "They have to understand: If
it doesn't get signed, they're going to have a lot of
pain," he told reporters in Washington.Asked how
close the US was to a deal with Iran, Trump said: "It
could happen any day," but quickly added, "And it
might not happen."The ceasefire between the US and
Iran has largely held since April 8. In-person talks
between the two countries, hosted by Pakistan last
month, failed to reach an agreement to end the war
that began Feb. 28 when the US and Israel launched
strikes against Iran.US military says it's not seeking
escalation The UAE's defense ministry advised
residents not to approach, photograph or touch "any
debris or fragments that have fallen as a result of
successful air interceptions.”

WHO Warns Of More

Hantavirus Cases In
'Limited' Quthreak

WASHINGTON.(Agency)

The World Health Organization said Thursday that
more hantavirus cases could emerge after the disease
killed three passengers from a cruise ship, but it
expected the outbreak to be limited if precautions
were taken. Another sick passenger from the MV
Hondius landed in Europe earlier in the day, as the
vessel headed to the Spanish Canary Islands and
health officials scrambled to trace the outbreak of the
potentially deadly human-to-human strain. The fate
of the Hondius sparked international alarm after three
people travelling on it died, though health officials
have played down fears of a wider global outbreak
from the rat-borne virus, which is less contagious than
Covid-19.US President Donald Trump said Thursday
he had been briefed on the situation. "It's very much,
we hope, under control," Trump told reporters.

"It was the ship -- and I think we're going to make a full
report about it tomorrow. We have a lot of great people
studying it... It should be fine, we hope."

A Dutch couple who had travelled around South
America before boarding the ship in Ushuaia,
Argentina on April 1 were the first fatalities.

Argentine health authorities said Thursday they had not
yet been able to etablish where the outbreak began.

"With the information provided so far by the countries
involved and participating national agencies, it is not
possible to confirm the origin of the infection," the
health ministry said after a meeting with authorities
from all 24 Argentine provinces. WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus told journalists in Geneva
that five confirmed and three suspected cases had
been reported overall, including the three
deaths.Given the incubation period of the Andes
virus, which can be up to six weeks, it's possible that
more cases may be reported," he said, referring to the
rare strain detected aboard the Hondius, which can be
transmitted between humans.The Leiden University
Medical Centre in the Netherlands later announced
another patient had tested positive.

But the WHO's emergency alert and response director
Abdi Rahman Mahamud said he believed it would be
"a limited outbreak" if "public health measures are
implemented and solidarity shown across all
countries."People thought or known to have
contracted the virus are being treated or isolating in
Britain, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland and
South Africa.

Alarmed ASEAN leaders discuss crisis plan to
mitigate backlash from Middle East war

T_he alarm by the heads of state

strengthen coordination with international
organizations ‘“to ensure the safety and
welfare of ASEAN nationals in affected

contingency plan to ensure their fast-
growing region, which imports most of its
oil and gas from the Middle East, will have

of the Association of Southeast

Asian Nations is underscored by

areas.”’Known for their conservative and
careful rhetoric, top delegates to the

stable fuel and food supplies.The
Philippines is hosting the summit on the
central island province of Cebu. President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has ordered the

their decision to focus
discussions on a contingency

plan to ensure their fast-growing

summit to be stripped of the traditional
pomp and pageantry in keeping with the
economic headwinds worldwide.

Akey dilemma of the ASEAN leaders is how
to carry out large-scale evacuations from

region.

the Middle East, where more than a million
of their citizens work and live, if
widespread hostilities flare up again.

CEBU. (Agency)

Southeast Asian leaders met in an annual
summit Friday under intense pressure to
mitigate the impact on their people and
economies from the Iran war, which one

“should not have

occurred in the first place.”The alarm by

the heads of state of the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations is underscored by

their decision to focus discussions on a

top minister said,

A year in, what's on Pope Leo XIV's to-do
list? And what has he done so far?

Several upcoming appointments
in the U.S. and at the Vatican
will give Leo an opportunity to
shape the church's hierarchy
and central governance more to
his liking and priorities.

'S

VATICAN CITY.(Agency)
Unlike Pope Francis, who shook things
up early on with a flurry of reforms,
appointments and new structures,
Pope Leo XIV has sought to find his
footing and take a longer view of his
pontificate.Pope Leo has made some
significant decisions so far, and has
several challenges looming.Several
upcoming appointments in the U.S.
and at the Vatican will give Leo an
opportunity to shape the church's
hierarchy and central governance
more to his liking and
priorities.Chicago Cardinal Blase
Cupich turned 77 in March, two years
over the normal retirement age for
bishops, meaning Leo could soon

Several Southeast Asian citizens have been
killed since the United States and Israel
launched military strikes on Feb. 28 against
Iran. The hostilities have continued
sporadically despite a month-old ceasefire,
especially in the strategic Strait of Hormuz.

A draft of a joint declaration by the leaders
which outlines a contingency plan and
which was seen by The Associated Press,
called on the regional bloc’s 11 state
members to share information and

ASEAN summit avoided blunt expressions
of their disappointment over the continuing
hostilities, but Thailand’s foreign minister,
Sihasak Phuangketkeow, was more
emphatic and called for the current
ceasefire between the U.S. and Iran to be
indefinitely extended and the safe passage
of ships through the Strait of Hormuz

assured.“This war should not have
occurred in the first place,” Sihasak told AP
in a brief interview and added that all
ASEAN states were alarmed. “We don’t
know what the objectives are right?”“The
peace talks seem to be moving but we
want the war to end,” Sihasak
said. ASEAN’s contingency plan calls
for actions including the ratification
possibly this year of an agreement that
will pave the way for coordinated
emergency fuel sharing, planning a
regional power grid, diversifying the
region’s sources of crude oil, promoting
the use of electric vehicles and studying
the use of new technologies, including
civilian nuclear energy.Despite the
focus on the Middle East and their
shortened summit to cut costs, the
leaders will take up major regional flash
points, including the South China Sea
territorial disputes involving Beijing, a
five-year civil war in Myanmar and a
recent border conflict between Thailand
and Cambodia.ln a separate statement by
the leaders on maritime issues.

76 and heads the liturgy office, which
was responsible for enforcing Francis’
controversial crackdown on the old

name an archbishop for his hometown.
In December, Los Angeles Archbishop
José Gomez turns 75, giving Leo a

David Attenborough, the excited
but hushed voice of nature
programs, turns 100

The BBC is hosting a party for David Attenborough at

DALLAS.(Agency)

chance to name a new leader for the
largest U.S. archdiocese.He already
has named Archbishop Ronald Hicks

to replace retiring Cardinal Timothy
Dolan of New York, but that
appointment “didn’t ideologically

code dramatically one way or the other ...

in keeping with Leo’s overall kind of
approach to a lot of these decisions,”
said Michael Moreland, professor of
law and religion at Leo’s alma mater,
Villanova University.At the Vatican,
British Cardinal Arthur Roche turned

Latin Mass. Roche’s eventual
successor will be scrutinized to see
how Leo might address the divisive
issue.Another Vatican heavyweight is
American Cardinal Kevin Farrell, who
at 78 is well beyond retirement age but
still heads its family and laity office.
He also serves as the camerlengo, who
oversaw the conclave that elected Leo,
and the most sensitive Holy See
committees that are responsible for
financial investments and the city
state's highest court of
appeal.Canadian Cardinal Michael
Czerny’s 80th birthday in July will not
only make him the oldest Vatican
prefect -— he heads the Vatican’s office
for migrants, the environment and
development -- but also will exclude
him from voting in the next conclave.

That will reduce the number of voting-
age cardinals to 117, below the
threshold of 120 that is the usual cap
for the number of cardinals under 80
who can vote.

North Korea will deploy new artillery guns targeting
Seoul and commission its first destroyer

SEOUL.(Agency)

North Korea said Friday it will deploy
new long-range artillery systems this
year that are capable of striking South
Korea's capital region and will
commission its first naval destroyer in
coming weeks.The announcement
comes days after South Korea said
North Korea's newly revised
constitution drops all references to
Korean unification, in line with leader
Kim Jong Un's vows to terminate ties
with South Korea and establish a two-
state system on the Korean Peninsula.

Kim visited a munitions factory
Wednesday to inspect the production
of 155-mm self-propelled gun-
howitzers to be deployed at an artillery
unit in the southern border area within
this year, the North's official Korean
Central News Agency reported.

KCNA cited Kim as saying the striking
range of this large-caliber rifled gun is

over 60 kilometers (37 miles). He said
that "such a rapid extension of striking
range and remarkable improvement of
striking capability will provide a great
change and advantage in the land
operations of our army," according to
KCNA.Kim said various operational
and tactical missile systems and
powerful multiple rocket launcher
systems are also scheduled to be
deployed along the border.

North Korea's artillery systems draw
less outside attention than its ballistic
missiles whose launches are banned
under U.N. Security Council
resolutions. But the country already
deploys many artillery guns near the
border with South Korea, posing a
serious threat to Seoul, the South
Korean capital that has 10 million
people and is about 40 to 50 kilometers
(25 to 30 miles) from the border.

KCNA said Kim on Thursday rode on

the destroyer Choe Hyon to review its
maneuverability off North Korea's
west coast. Kim ordered authorities to
hand over the ship to the navy in mid-
June as scheduled, after appreciating
the all the tests for the destroyer's
operational commissioning
progressed smoothly, according to
KCNA.KCNA photos showed Kim's
teenage daughter on the destroyer as
well, in the latest public activity with
her father. One photo showed her
standing behind her father as he spoke
to navy sailors, and another showed
them eating a meal with the crew on
the destroyer. South Korea's spy
service said last month she could be
considered Kim's heir.The destroyer,
which was unveiled with great fanfare
last year, is North Korea's largest and
most advanced warship. North Korea
later unveiled a second destroyer of the
same class.

the Royal Albert Hall. Cinemas are playing his nature
films. Friends have spent weeks lavishing praise on
the man and his work.But the world’s most famous
wildlife presenter is likely to be uncomfortable with
all the attention as he celebrates his 100th birthday on
Friday, said Alastair Fothergill, the producer of some
of Attenborough’s most well-known documentaries.

“He’s always been very clear to all of us that work with
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him: ‘Remember, the animals are the stars, I’m not,
Fothergill told The Associated Press. “So, yes,
surprisingly for one of the most famous men on the
planet, he doesn’t like being famous at all.”

Glorious gorillas
But Attenborough has had to accept the accolades this

week as scientists, politicians and conservationists
celebrated the man who has brought frolicking
gorillas, breaching whales and tiny poisonous frogs
into living rooms around the world for more than 70
years.Through BBC programs such as Life on Earth,
The Private Life of Plants and The Blue Planet,
Attenborough has illuminated the beauty, ferocity and
sometimes downright weirdness of nature in a hushed
melodic voice that conveys his own awe at what he is
witnessing.Viewers who might never leave their
hometowns were transported to the Himalayas, the
Amazon and the unexplored forests of Papua New
Guinea. But behind the stunning images was an
attention to scientific accuracy that helped teach
people about complex subjects like evolution, animal
behavior and biodiversity.And as the evidence
mounted, he began to sound the alarm about climate
change, ocean plastic and other human-caused threats
to the planet.That helped people understand not only
how life evolved but, more importantly, why we have
to protect it, said Ben Garrod, an evolutionary
biologist at the University of East Anglia and himself
a broadcaster who has worked alongside
Attenborough.Attenborough, Garrod believes,
initially saw himself as a neutral observer but was
compelled to speak out when he saw that politicians,
business leaders and the public weren’t taking the
emergency seriously.“He is showing you the majesty,
the ferocity, the fragility of the natural world. He
shouldn’t have ever had to have turned to
policymaking and advocacy,” Garrod said.“I think it’s
very easy for a lot of people to say, ‘He should have
done it sooner. Why didn’t he act 20 years, 30 years,
40 years ago?’” Garrod then asked: “Why didn’t we?"”

Fond of fossils from the start
Born in London on May 8, 1926, the same year as the

late Queen Elizabeth II, Attenborough was raised on
the grounds of what is now the University of Leicester,
where his father was a senior leader.

Sudan was already at war and hungry, now its
farmers are hit by another conflict

OMDURMAN.(Agency)

Two years after Sudan's war forced him from
his land, Omer al-Hassan returned to
rebuild his farm. But now a new conflict in
the Middle East threatens to push him

loss and food

insecurity as fuel and fertilizer prices rise.

deeper into financial

Al-Hassan and other farmers in Sudan

bracing for an expensive planting season in
the weeks ahead. Some told The Associated

Press they are reducing production or

planting at all — dangerous news for a
country where three years of war have left
millions hungry.The Iran war has "affected

everything related to agriculture,"

Hassan said as he and others pulled onions
from the ground. They had spent two
months clearing the weed-choked land,
"plowed the soil and we said God bless, and
even then we struggled so much, one had to
sometimes skip a meal."He and 10 other
farmers who work his land said they can't
costs without

handle agricultural

government support, forcing cuts

production and rationing of fertilizer on his
farm that also produces potatoes and
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from $2.50 to $8 per gallon.Officials in
Sudan's agriculture ministry didn't
immediately respond to requests for details
on how tey are addressing the crisis.A
member of the military media

tomatoes.Another farmer, Mohammed al-
Badri, said he could afford to plant only
half his farm because of the rising costs:
"The rest of it is nothing."The Gulf region,
where hundreds of commercial ships have
been stranded for weeks because of Iran's
grip on the Strait of Hormuz, provides over
half of Sudan's fertiliser that's imported by
sea. And fuel prices have shot up by around
30%.Experts warn of a 'dangerous chain
reaction'Sorghum. Millet. Sesame. These
staple crops for Sudan are now at risk.
Farmers already stressed by the war at home
between Sudan's military and the
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces are now
watching costs rise for fertilizer, gasoline
to power farm equipment and diesel for
irrigation pumps.The rising costs have
created "a dangerous reality" for farmers
who will struggle without government
intervention, said Abdoun Berqawi, a
farmer in Gezira, one of the country's main
food-producing regions.Berqawi said a 50-
in  kilogram (110-pound) bag of urea fertilizer
now costs about $50, up from $11 the same
period last year. Fuel for tractors has risen

are

not

al-

accompanied the AP during its visit,
including during interviews. The AP
retains full editorial control of'its content.
The Iran war has triggered a "dangerous
chain reaction ... at the wrong moment" as
farmers prepare for planting season, said
Melaku Yirga, Mercy Corps vice president
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for the Africa region, who recently visited
Sudan's provinces of Kassala and Gedaref,
another top food-producing region.

"People are buying less food, cutting or
skipping meals, selling assets and taking

greater risks just to survive," Yirga said.
"Mothers are being forced to make painful
choices about who gets to eat the little
food that is available, while some families
are resorting to leaves or animal feed just
to get by."And farmers who took bank
loans risk jail if poor crop yields leave
them unable to repay, said Merghany
Omar, a farmer in al-Matammah in River
Nile province. He said onion farming, a
local staple, no longer covers planting
costs there.All of this is occurring
alongside existing vulnerabilities
including currency depreciation, said
Samy Guessabi, country director for Action
Against Hunger in Sudan.

People in some of the country's most remote
areas, Kordofan, White Nile, Darfur and
Blue Nile, are hurting the most where
"agricultural zones are remote and poorly
connected," he said.
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Suvendu Adhikari Elected BJP Legislature Party Leader,
Set to Become Bengal CM; Oath today

Kolkata: Senior BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari is set
to become West Bengal’s
first Bharatiya Janata Party
Chief Minister after being
unanimously elected leader
of the BJP Legislature Party
at a crucial meeting in Kol-
kata on Friday.

The decision was finalised
in the presence of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
who announced that all BJP
legislators backed Adhika-
ri’s name for the top post.
Adhikari is expected to
take oath as Chief Minister
on Saturday.

The development comes
after the BJP scripted a his-
toric victory in the 2026
West  Bengal Assembly
elections, ending the 15-
year rule of the All India
Trinamool Congress and
delivering a crushing defeat

to former Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

Adhikari emerged as one of
the biggest architects of the
BJP’s Bengal breakthrough.
He retained his stronghold
of Nandigram with an em-
phatic margin of 9,665
votes and played a pivotal
role in the party’s aggres-
sive campaign across the
state. In a major political
upset, Banerjee also lost the
high-profile ~ Bhabanipur
seat by over 15,000 votes.
The BJP’s sweep in Purba
Medinipur further cement-
ed Adhikari’s stature within
the party, with the saffron
camp winning all 16 As-
sembly constituencies in
the district — widely seen
as his political bastion.
Once considered one of
Mamata Banerjee’s clos-
est confidants and a cen-

From TMC Rebel to Bengal CM: Suvendu Adhikari’s
Stunning Political Rise

tral figure in the Nandi-
gram anti-land acquisition
movement, Adhikari quit

the Trinamool Congress in
2020 amid growing internal
differences and joined the

BJP shortly afterwards.
Since switching sides, he
has emerged as the BJP’s

most aggressive face in
Bengal politics, building
his campaign around issues
such as governance, border
security, illegal immigra-
tion and law and order.
Adhikari’s political jour-
ney spans grassroots poli-
tics in Purba Medinipur
to national prominence.
He served as a Member of
Parliament before rising
as one of Bengal’s strong-
est opposition leaders after
defeating Mamata Banerjee
in the fiercely fought 2021
Nandigram contest.

His elevation as the BJP
Legislature Party leader
now marks the most dra-
matic phase of his political
transformation — from a
former Trinamool insider
to the man leading the
BJP’s first government in
West Bengal.

High-Level Probe Intensifies Into Bokaro
Treasury Withdrawal Scam

Bokaro: The investigation into alleged illegal withdrawals
from the Bokaro Treasury under the salary head gathered
pace on Friday as a high-level state government inquiry
team launched an extensive probe into the suspected finan-
cial irregularities.

The team, led by Amitabh Kaushal, Principal Secretary of
the Excise and Prohibition Department, conducted inspec-
tions across multiple offices, including the Bokaro Treasury,
SP office and Circuit House, while examining a large vol-
ume of official records linked to the case.

Officials said thousands of pages of certified documents
were collected and taken to Ranchi for detailed scrutiny.
The records include salary memos, master rolls, bank ac-
count details, Temporary Identification Number (TIN)-
related documents and files connected to Drawing and Dis-
bursing Officers (DDOs) and other officials.

The inquiry team closely inspected the Accounts Section,
General Branch and offices of clerical and accounting staff
at the SP office before moving to the treasury, where sec-
tions handling bill receipts and salary processing came un-
der scanner.

Sources said the probe is being conducted under provi-
sions of the Jharkhand Treasury Code, Police Manual and
Jharkhand Finance Rules to trace possible procedural vio-
lations and identify accountability in the suspected scam.
Officials indicated that the team may revisit Bokaro if fur-
ther examination of the seized records reveals additional
irregularities or financial links.

ECI lifts MCC in Assam, West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala & Puducherry

New Delhi: The Election Commission of India has lifted
the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) in Assam, West Ben-
gal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry following the dec-
laration of Assembly election results. In an official com-
munication issued to the Union Cabinet Secretary, Chief
Secretaries of states and Chief Electoral Officers, the Com-
mission stated that the MCC has ceased to operate with
immediate effect in all states and Union Territories where
elections and Assembly bypolls were conducted. However,
the poll body clarified that the Model Code of Conduct will
continue to remain in force in Falta Assembly Constituency
after fresh elections were ordered there. Polling in the Falta
constituency will be held on May 21, while counting of

DRDO,

Indian Air Force Successfully Test

Indigenous TARA Glide Weapon

New Delhi: In a significant
boost to India’s indigenous
defence capabilities, the
Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation
(DRDO) and the Indian Air
Force (IAF) have success-
fully carried out the maiden
flight trial of the Tactical Ad-
vanced Range Augmentation
(TARA) weapon system off
the coast of Odisha.

The successful test marks
a major milestone in In-
dias efforts to strengthen its
precision-strike arsenal with
homegrown technology.
TARA is India’s first indig-
enous glide weapon system
designed to convert conven-
tional unguided bombs into
precision-guided ~ weapons
capable of accurately strik-
ing ground targets from ex-
tended ranges.

Developed by Hyderabad-
based Research Centre Ima-
rat (RCI) along with other
DRDO laboratories, the sys-
tem uses advanced low-cost
technologies to significantly
enhance the accuracy, le-
thality and operational ef-

fectiveness of conventional
warheads.

Defence officials said the
weapon system is aimed at
improving the combat ca-
pability of the Indian Air
Force by enabling low-cost
precision attacks against en-
emy ground-based targets.
The glide kit can transform
standard bombs into smart
munitions, reducing de-
pendence on expensive im-
ported systems.

The maiden trial was con-
ducted successfully with
support from the Indian Air

Force, marking an important
achievement for India’s rap-
idly expanding indigenous
defence manufacturing eco-
system.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh congratulated DRDO,
the IAE  Development-
cum-Production  Partners
(DcPP), and Indian industry
stakeholders associated with
the project. He described
the successful flight trial as a
major advancement towards
strengthening India’s self-
reliant defence capabilities.
DRDO Chairman Samir V

™

Kamat also praised the sci-
entists, engineers and indus-
try partners involved in the
project, calling the success-
ful test a key milestone in
India’s defence research and

innovation journey.

Officials said production ac-
tivities linked to the TARA
system have already begun
with the participation of In-
dian industry partners, un-
derlining the government’s
push for indigenous defence
production under the “Aat-
manirbhar Bharat” initiative.

votes is scheduled for May 24.

Supreme Court directs setting up of special courts
for pending NIA trials

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court today directed that
at least one special court
be established to deal
with 10 to 15 pending tri-
als in cases probed by the
National  Investigation
Agency (NIA). The apex
court. A bench of Chief
Justice Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said the special courts
should be set up within a
month.

The top court, hearing a

suo motu case, directed
that no other cases shall
be entrusted to the spe-
cial courts and the trial

would be conducted on
a day-to-day basis. The
bench said the special
court judges would en-

sure that at least one trial
is concluded within a
month. It said two special
courts would be set up if
the number of pending
trials were above 15. The
bench highlighted that
early disposal would bal-
ance the rights of the ac-
cused and victims both.
The suo motu petition
was initiated following
concerns that NIA tri-
als were languishing for
years.

Vijay Set to Take Oath as Tamil Nadu CM
After Dramatic Majority Show

-

o

Chennai: Tamil Nadu appears headed for a dramatic politi-
cal transition as actor-turned-politician Vijay moves closer
to becoming the state’s next Chief Minister after gathering
enough legislative support to cross the majority mark in the
Assembly.

Sources said Vijay met Governor R. N. Ravi and staked
claim to form the government with the backing of 118
MLAs. The swearing-in ceremony is expected on Saturday,
pending an official announcement from Raj Bhavan.

In its electoral debut, TVK stunned Tamil Nadu politics by
winning 108 seats and emerging as the single largest party,
ending the long-standing dominance of the DMK and Al-
ADMK.

Short of a majority initially, Vijay held intense negotiations
with smaller parties and independents over the past two
days. Sources said support came from sections of the Indian
National Congress, Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi, Com-
munist Party of India, Communist Party of India (Marxist)
and independent MLAsS.

The Left parties are expected to extend outside support,
while Congress is likely to seek representation in the new
cabinet.

If sworn in, Vijay’s elevation would mark one of the big-
gest political shifts in Tamil Nadu in decades, with TVK
emerging as a powerful new regional force within a single
election cycle.

K C Venugopal Emerges Frontrunner for
Kerala CM Post After UDF’s Big Win

Thiruvananthapuram: Senior Congress leader K. C.
Venugopal has emerged as the leading contender for the
post of Kerala Chief Minister after the Congress high com-
mand received feedback from party observers following the
United Democratic Front’s sweeping Assembly election
victory. Congress observers Ajay Maken and Mukul Was-
nik submitted their assessment to party president Mallikar-
jun Kharge after consultations with newly elected MLAs,
alliance partners and senior leaders.

Sources said the party is keen to finalise the chief ministe-
rial face quickly, with the swearing-in ceremony likely on
Monday. Venugopal, currently Congress general secretary
and Lok Sabha MP from Alappuzha, is understood to be
ahead of other contenders, including V. D. Satheesan and
veteran Congress leader Ramesh Chennithala.

As speculation intensified, Congress workers across Kerala
put up posters hailing Venugopal as the key architect of the
UDEF’s emphatic victory, projecting him as the “hero” of
the campaign. The Congress-led United Democratic Front
registered a massive win in the 140-member Assembly, se-
curing 102 seats with allies. Congress alone won 63 seats,
while partners including the Indian Union Muslim League
and Kerala Congress boosted the alliance tally.

The ruling Left Democratic Front, led by outgoing Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, was reduced to just 35 seats in
one of the biggest electoral setbacks for the Left in the state.
Sources said Rahul Gandhi is expected to attend the swear-
ing-in ceremony, while Pinarayi Vijayan may also be in-
vited as part of the formal transition of power.

Govt Intensifies Surveillance After Hantavi-
rus Cases Reported on Cruise Ship

New Delhi: The Union Health Ministry has stepped up sur-
veillance and precautionary monitoring following reported
hantavirus infections aboard the cruise ship MV Hondius,
even as global health authorities continue to assess the over-
all risk as low. Officials said the Centre is closely tracking
the situation in coordination with the National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC), Integrated Disease Surveillance
Programme (IDSP), the World Health Organization and
other international agencies.
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"From Ruin To Renewal": PM Modi On
Somnath Temple's 75th Anniversary

people donating for these pujas as well, he said.
"I urge my fellow Indians to travel to Somnath in

PM Modi marks 75

ever and Somnath will continue to stand tall in all
its glory because the sense of unity and shared

years of Somnath

of every Indian.

Temple restoration

civilisational consciousness lives on in the hearts

"Countless individuals from different corners of
India contributed to restoring its glory. They saw
every part of Bharat as sacred, bound together by
a sense of oneness that transcended geography.
In a world often marked by divisions, this spirit

National

unyielding," he said.

this special time. When you stand on the shores of
Somnath, let its ancient echoes speak to you. You
will not only be overwhelmed by devotion but
will also feel the strong pulse of a civilisational
spirit that refuses to fade, that is unbroken and

PM Modi said the devotees will experience
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Vande Mataram row: Owaisi
opposes Cabinet move on

protection

Asaduddin Owaisi has objected to the Union Cabinet's move to

give Vande Mataram the same statutory protection as Jana Gana

Mana. He cited the Constitution, while the BJP said the objection

reflected resistance to cultural integration.

highlighting unity and
civilisational spirit.

Tamil Nadu.(Agency)

rime Minister Narendra Modi said on

Friday that every part of Bharat is sacred,

bound together by a sense of oneness that
transcends geography, and in a world often F
marked by divisions, this spirit of unity is more .
relevant than ever.PM Modi, in a signed article ¢
marking 75 years since the restored Somnath
Temple was reopened to devotees, said the
struggles and sacrifices of those who laid down
their lives to protect the temple in Gujarat and
those who rebuilt it time and again will never be
forgotten.He said in a world often marked by
divisions, this spirit of unity is more relevant than

of unity is more relevant than ever," he said.

He said as a tribute to this, remembering the
extraordinary courage of a thousand years, there
will be special pujas at Somnath for the next
thousand days. It is gladdening to see several

Bharat's unconquerable spirit and understand
why, despite every effort, the Indian culture
remained undefeated and the people will have
the opportunity to behold the vision of eternal
triumph, which will surely be unforgettable.

The prime minister said that at the start of 2026,

he had gone to Somnath for the Somnath
Swabhiman Parv, marking a thousand years
since the first attack on the Somnath Temple.

Now, he said, he will be back in Somnath on

May 11 to mark 75 years since the
inauguration of the restored temple by the
then President of India, Rajendra Prasad.He

said that in less than halfa year, it is a privilege to

be attending two important milestones relating to
Somnath and its journey from ruin to renewal or
what everyone describes as from Vidhvans to

vk
I

Hyderabad.(Agency)

AIMIM president Asaduddin Owaisi on Thursday objected to the
Union Cabinet's decision to grant 'Vande Mataram' the same
statutory protection as the national anthem 'Jana Gana Mana', saying
the song cannot be treated on par with the anthem, as it is an ode to a

Srijan.

people, not a particular

Mamata Banerjee Stays Defiant, Assembly
Dissolved: What Are Her Options Now?

As Mamata Banerjee continues to claim wrong doing in Assembly Elections, it has been anticipated the leqgal battle

rejectedit.”

over Bengal might escalate to courts.

New Delhi.(Agency) »
After outgoing Chief Minister of West Bengal 9
Mamata Banerjee refused to resign from her —
post, Governor RN Ravi has officially
dissolved the state's legislative assembly.The 1*‘|
term of the assembly was due to expire at 12am L2/
on Thursday. Last evening, the Raj Bhavan
made public a letter "for general information". .
The single-line communication read: "In &0
exercise of the power conferred on me by sub- —~
clause (b) of Clause (2) of Article 174 of the F
Constitution of India, I hereby dissolve the :
Legislative Assembly of West Bengal with Elections, it has been anticipated the legal battle
effect from 07th of May 2026". As Banerjee  over Bengal might escalate to courts.
continues to claim wrong doing in Assembly What Constitution Says

Not ones who abandon: Akhilesh's veiled
dig at Congress with pics of Mamata, Stalin

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav took a swipe at the Congress after it snapped ties with the DMK in Tamil Nadu and

extended support to actor-politician Vijay's Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) to form the government in the state.
New Delhi .(Agency) party with 108 seats in the 234-member
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav took a  Assembly and later decided to ally with the
sharp swipe at the Congress after it snapped ties ~ Congress, which has five MLAs, significantly
with the DMK in Tamil Nadu and extended changing the post-poll political equations in the

support to actor-politician state.
Vijay’s Tamilaga Vettri Upset over the Congress
Kazhagam (TVK) to form move, the DMK on

Thursday declared that
the “INDIA bloc is
gone” after the grand old
party broke its alliance
with the MK Stalin-led
party and backed the

TVK in its bid to form

the government.

On Thursday, Tamil Nadu Governor Rajendra
Arlekar again turned down Vijay’s claim to form
a government in the state. The TVK chief met the
Governor at Lok Bhavan to stake claim, but was
reportedly asked to return only after securing the
supportof [1§ MLAs.

the government in the
state.In a pointed message
on X, Akhilesh Yadav posted
a photograph with Mamata
Banerjee and MK Stalin and
wrote, “We are not the ones
who abandon each other in
times of difficulty,” in an
apparent jibe at the Congress amid the political
turmoil in Tamil Nadu.

The dramatic fallout unfolded after the Tamil
Nadu Assembly election results produced a hung
assembly, with no party crossing the majority
mark. The TVK emerged as the single largest

Swapnil Tripathi, Lead at Charkha, the
Constitutional Law Centre, at the Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy told NDTV that the constitutional
position is relatively clear. Once the Assembly has
been dissolved under Article 174(2)(b), its tenure
comes to an end, and with it, the institutional basis
of the Council of Ministers. "In such a situation,
the outgoing Chief Minister may, at best, continue
in a caretaker capacity-ideally at the Governor's
request-until a new government is sworn in.
However, this is a matter of constitutional
convention rather than an enforceable rule, and the
Governor retains a degree of discretion in
managing this transitional phase," Tripathi

explained.

In Contest For Kerala Top Post,
A New Frontrunner In Congress

New Delhi.(Agency)

As the political battle over government
formation continues in Tamil Nadu
continues to grab eyeballs, another
southern state is witnessing intense
political activity over leadership

post on X.Suggesting a

framework.

Congress office, Youth Congress office
and Kerala House. Supporters raised
slogans demanding that Venugopal be
made the next Chief Minister.

The Alappuzha MP has made a strong
pitch for the role, highlighting his

selection. With the Congress-led
UDF securing a massive mandate,

hectic discussions are in progress
both in Thiruvananthapuram and
New Delhi over who will become the
next Chief Minister.Multiple names
are emerging as frontrunners for the
top post, with senior Congress leader
and AICC General Secretary KC
Venugopal being seen as one of the
strongest contenders. Venugopal,
who was holding meetings in Kerala,
returned today and met party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge and Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi.

Party workers have openly projected
Venugopal as the "real architect" of the
UDF's massive victory. Posters and
banners portraying him as the
"Nayakan" were displayed outside the

contribution in strategizing and
coordinating the campaign. But he said
the party high command will evaluate
leadership capability, administrative
experience and the views of MLAs
before taking a final call. Another major
contender is VD Satheesan, who led the
Congress campaign in Kerala and
played akey role in the election.

goddess.The nation does not run in the name of a god or goddess and
it does not belong to one god or goddess, he said.
In a post on X, he said, "Jana Gana Mana celebrates India and its

religion. Religion nation. The man who

wrote Vande Mataram was sympathetic to the British Raj and
despised Muslims. Netaji Bose, Gandhi, Nehru, and Tagore all

Referring to the Constitution of India, he said the Preamble begins
with "We, the People" - not "Bharat Maa". It promises "liberty of
thought, expression, belief, faith and worship".The very first
provision of the Constitution, Article 1, describes "India, that is
Bharat" as a Union of States, he said.In the Constituent Assembly,
some members wanted the Preamble to begin in the name of a
goddess and they specifically invoked Vande Mataram. Others
wanted it to begin "In the name of God" and to replace "its citizens"
with "her citizens". However, all these amendments were defeated,
Owaisi said."India, that is Bharat, is its people. The nation is not a
goddess; it does not run in the name of a god or goddess, and it does
not belong to one god or goddess," he said.

Meanwhile, Telangana BJP president N Ramchander Rao took
exception to Owaisi's objections to the government's decision and
said the AIMIM leadership views any form of cultural integration as
a threat to religious exclusivism.It is not just limited to Owaisi, even
Jinnah followed the same trajectory, he said.

Jinnah had not objected to Vande Mataram during the early phase of
his political career as a Congress member and his opposition
emerged only after he left the Congress, he said."What does this tell
us? Once politics becomes dependent on religious exclusivism,
every civilisational symbol is portrayed as a threat," Rao said in a

pattern, the BJP leader said the AIMIM

opposes not just Vande Mataram, but also the Uniform Civil Code,
the abolition of Triple Talaq and every attempt at creating a common

Centre authorises JAKLGto

exercise telecom powers during
emergencies, public safety
situations

SRINAGAR.(Agency)

The Centre has empowered the Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and Kashmir to
exercise telecom-related powers in the
interest of public safety and during
emergencies in the Union
Territory.According to a gazette
notification issued by the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs, the President in
pursuance of clause (1) of Article 239 of
Constitution, directed the Lt Governor of
Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir,
shall until further orders exercise the
powers and discharge the functions of the
State government under sub section (2) of
Section 20 of the Telecommunication Act,
2023 (44 of 2023) within the Union
Territory.

AIADMK-DMK Tie-Up Buzz Amid Vijay Suspense: What's Next For Tamil Nadu?

——
Vijay's TVK won 108 seats in

the April election but fell 10
short of majority, the
scenario leading to chaos in

New Delhi.(Agency)

The stand-off between Tamil Nadu Governor RV
Arlekar and superstar actor Vijay's Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam - which won 108 seats in last
month's election to finish as the single-largest
party, though 10 short of majority - seemed to
have opened the doors for an unprecedented
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam and All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam alliance.

But hours later NDTV was told "nothing has
been decided on outside support to the

Tamil Nadu as the actor tries

to rally the exira numbers
while his rivals - the DMK

o | B
24 19

and AIADMK - plot a historic
alliance to keep him out of
power.
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ATADMK".Sources insisted the party would

honour the governor's decision to give Vijay time
till May 10.0n Friday afternoon, sources said the
AIADMK had been asked to cut ties with the
Bharatiya Janata Party, a'communal party' - with
which it had allied for the election - before any
discussion. The DMK indicated it could only

then consider external support, though with
additional conditions, such as ministerial berths
for smaller allies like the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal
Katchi.

The DMK reportedly hopes this will persuade the

VCK to deny Vijay two more seats as he tries to
put together a post-poll coalition. And that plan

seems to be working; separately, sources said
the VCK - which seemed to be leaning
towards Vijay - is now back with the DMK
and is talking to the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and the Communist Party of India.
The CPM and CPI were also approached by
Vijay, who seems to be working off a
Congress + Left + VCK formula to pick up
nine extra seats to put the TVK inches from
the majority mark of 118. But the Left, which
has four seats, is not seen to be in favour of a
DMK-AIDMK alliance, preferring to stay
neutral or, as some within want, move to ally
with Vijay and the TVK.

CPI General Secretary D Raja told reporters

Arlekar must follow "established practices,
conventions" and invite Vijay to have first shot at
forming the government. On a possible DMK-
ATADMK deal, he said: "I do not know.

The LG will exercise these powers under the
control of the President of India and shall
remain valid till further orders.

The notification has defined the authority to
exercise telecom-related powers in the
Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory and
authorises the LG to exercise telecom-
related powers on behalf of the
government in J&K.

Earlier, when J&K was a state, such powers
used to vest with the state government.LG
Manoj Sinha, by using the Telecom
powers, can order monitoring of telecom
communication, temporarily block
transmission when required by law, allow
interception of calls and messages during
any public emergency or in the interest of

public safety.
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Op Sindoor enforced
our red lines

ONE year ago, on the night of May 6-7, 2025, India
carried out precision strikes on nine terrorist
targets in Pakistan, including the headquarters of
Lashkar-e-Taiba at Muridke and of Jaish-e-
Mohammed at Bahawalpur. This came in
response to the horrific massacre of Indian
tourists in Pahalgam by terrorists linked to
Lashkar-e-Taiba. Code-named Operation
Sindoor, it marked a new phase in India’s resolve
to enforce its counterterrorism red lines.The
crisis escalated as Pakistan launched hundreds of
drones into Indian airspace. As the fighting
continued, the Indian Air Force carried out
damaging strikes on Pakistani airbases at
Chaklala, Rafiqui, Rahim Yar Khan, Sargodha,
Bholari and Jacobabad on the night of May 9-10.
On May 10, Pakistan’s Director General of
Military Operations called up his Indian
counterpart with a request for a ceasefire, which
was accepted.Operation Sindoor lasted only 88
hours, but its brevity should not be confused with
limited significance. It offers important lessons
for how the Indian military should prepare for the
next crisis with Pakistan. Four imperatives stand
out.

The first is an intense and compressed battle cycle.
Operation Sindoor demonstrated how quickly a
crisis can escalate, both vertically through the
expanding use of force and horizontally across a
wider geography. While the operation was
largely confined to the land and air domains, the
next crisis could extend to the maritime domain,
with naval forces playing a more active role. The
geography of conflict will also expand into the
digital realm, with cyber operations targeting
critical infrastructure.In such a conflict, war will
no longer unfold in a neat sequence. Intelligence,
targeting, precision strike, air defence, drone
warfare, escalation management, diplomatic
outreach and information operations will occur
almost simultaneously. This demands a high state
of military readiness as the side that enters the
crisis with prepared options will enjoy a decisive
advantage over the side that improvises under
pressure.This is also where jointness will be
tested. In a short, high-intensity conflict, delays
caused by service silos can become strategic
vulnerabilities. What is essential is integrated
planning, common target folders, interoperable
communications, shared situational awareness
and pre-agreed escalation options. Jointness,
therefore, must not be treated as a fashionable
slogan but the fundamental operational grammar
of the compressed battle cycle.Second, new
technologies are no longer lessons to be drawn
from distant wars but are already present on our
battlefields. Operation Sindoor was described as
South Asia’s first drone war. In the year since, we
are seeing a much greater induction of drones in
the inventories of both militaries. Drone warfare
will be central in the next conflict.Future crises
are also likely to see greater use of long-range
standoff weapons and precision missiles,
allowing air forces to strike without crossing
borders. Because such attacks are launched from
a distance and viewed on screens far from the
battlefield, they can appear controlled, clinical
and almost risk-free. That makes them politically
attractive. But this perception is dangerous.
When both sides believe they can strike from afar
without paying an immediate price, the threshold
for using force may lower, and escalation can
become faster.

Third, information warfare is no longer a sideshow,
but a central theatre of conflict. In Operation
Sindoor, even as kinetic strikes were being
carried out, a fierce parallel battle of perceptions
unfolded across television screens, media outlets
and social networks. The information space was
flooded with fake news, exaggerated claims,
misinformation and disinformation.

A shower of hailstones in May in parts

State verdicts redraw India’s political map

After the defeat of the TMC and the DMK, the

The verdict in the four states (Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu

and West Bengal) and Puducherry has resulted in a
change in governments in three states (West Bengal,
Kerala and TN) and the retention of the governments in
two states (Assam and Puducherry). These verdicts will
have deep implications for national politics. They
indicate that for winning elections, parties need a
combination of factors: leadership, party workers on the
ground, strategy of political mobilisation, picking up the
right issue to connect with the voters, work done by the
government and a credible promise to voters. The results
indicate that welfare schemes or freebies alone may not
guarantee the victory for a party.These victories have
helped the BJP form the government in one more state
and the party has moved ahead in establishing its
political dominance. The defeat of two strong regional
parties which had posed strong resistance to the BJP --
the Trinamool Congress in West Bengal and the DMK in
Tamil Nadu -- raises the bigger question about the future
ofregional parties in Indian politics in the coming years.

It also raises the question about the path ahead for the

INDIA alliance partners since two of'its strong allies, the
TMC and the DMK, are not as strong as they were before
the elections. This fact is important as from INDIA
alliance’s point of view, two important states -- UP and
Punjab -- go to the polls early next year and other states
like Uttarakhand, Goa, Manipur, Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh having elections later. The NDA retained power
in Assam and Puducherry, where it was the incumbent
party. Not only did the NDA register a massive victory in
Assam, winning 102 of the 126 seats, the BJP alone
managed to get a majority, winning 82 seats witha 37.8%
vote share. Considering that the incumbent governments
lost power (Kerala, TN and West Bengal), this is a
significant achievement for the ruling NDA alliance in
these two states. While many factors contributed to the
victory of the NDA alliance in these two states, it should
be seen as an endorsement of the work done by the ruling
NDA alliance in these states.The defeat of the LDF
government in Kerala, the DMK alliance government in
TN and the TMC government in West Bengal is a clear
sign of strong anti-incumbency due to increased
dissatisfaction of the voters with the governance in these
states. One should not forget that the TMC was in power
in West Bengal for 15 years while both the LDF in Kerala
and DMK alliance in TN were in power for the last one
decade.But there is no thumb rule of anti-incumbency if
a party has been in power for very long. We have seen
governments being in power for very long periods. The
Left front had been in power in West Bengal for a long 34
years (1977-2011). The BJP has been in power in Gujarat
since 1998, the Sikkim Democratic Front ruled Sikkim

¥
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for 25 years ((1994-2019) and the Biju Janata Dal was in
power in Odisha for 24 years (since 2000) before being
defeated in 2024.But a big negative swing of votes
against the TMC in West Bengal, the DMK alliance in
TN and the LDF in Kerala is a sign of dissatisfaction with
the incumbent parties in these states. In Bengal, the TMC
vote share declined by 8.2%. In TN, the DMK alliance
vote share declined by 13.9% while in Kerala, the vote
share of the LDF declined by 7.6%.

Impact on national politics
The victory in Bengal is extremely significant for the BJP

as the party had faced strong resistance from the TMC in
the past. This victory has also helped the BJP in
expanding its political wings. Now, the BJP, either alone
or with allies, is the ruling party in 22 states. These states
account for nearly 78% of the country’s population. This
is not a small achievement for the BJP which had
governments only in seven states when it formed the
government at the Centre in 2014.In 2014, the Congress,
either alone or with its allies, was in power in 14 states
while the regional parties were in power in seven states.

Heat and storms: Region grappling with a volatile climate cycle

Twelve years later, in 2026, the Congress and its allies
have governments in six states while the regional parties
have governments in three states.It is also important to
note that except for Jharkhand, where the Jharkhand
Mukti Morch, along with its allies, is in the government,
none of the INDIA alliance partners are in government in
any other state. Not that the parties can’t play an important
role in politics while being in the opposition. They can.
But there is a huge difference in the morale of leaders and
party workers when in government and in opposition.The
Congress has lost elections in Assam, but there was very
little hope for the party in Assam. In Bengal, it was almost
a non-entity while in TN, it was a junior partner in the
DMK alliance. But the victory in Kerala is important for
the Congress for two reasons. One, the party will have a
government in one more state. So these elections add to
the tally of Congress’s own governments. Second, after
the defeat of the TMC and the DMK, the Congress’s
victory could help the INDIA alliance settle the question
of who should lead the alliance, a question which keeps
popping up now and then. At least for a few years.

The region is grappling with a volatile climate cycle, with early heat stress followed by erratic storms

of Punjab, including Chandigarh, is a
clear indication that shifting weather
patterns are becoming the norm across
North India. Unseasonal rain and
high-velocity winds have once again
exposed the fragility of the region’s
farm economy. Coming as wheat
procurement peaks, the damage is not
in the fields alone but also in mandis,
where vast quantities of grain lie in the
open, vulnerable to moisture and
spoilage. For farmers, this is a cruel
post-harvest blow: the crop is sold, but
its value is suddenly uncertain.
Procurement at MSP has expanded,
but storage and logistics have not kept pace. Agencies
such as the Food Corporation of India continue to rely
on inadequate covered facilities, while delayed lifting
leaves grain exposed to the elements. Temporary fixes

— tarpaulin sheets and ad hoc stacking — are no

substitute for modern, weather-resilient
infrastructure.The region is grappling with a volatile
climate cycle, with early heat stress followed by erratic

Dent in Muslim vote bank hurt TMC

Some Muslims in Bengal seem convinced that voting for ‘secular’ parties will not protect them

storms. Such swings also threaten the upcoming
paddy season, where soil conditions and power-
dependent irrigation will be critical. Meanwhile,
wind damage to rural power lines has added another
layer of uncertainty ahead of peak agricultural
demand. Soaring temperatures are already pushing
up power demand and straining water resources. In
the hills of Himachal, the same weather pattern
carries different risks, including landslides,
disrupted tourism and potential harm to
horticulture, particularly fruit crops at a sensitive
stage.

The region, heavily dependent on agriculture, stands
particularly vulnerable. What is needed is a
coordinated, forward-looking approach. State
governments must invest in climate-resilient

agriculture, strengthen localised forecasting systems
and ensure that advisories actually reach farmers in real
time. Inter-state coordination, too, is essential, given
the shared ecological and economic landscape.

WHEN Mamata Banerjee returned to power in 2021, with
over 48.5% votes for the Trinamool Congress (TMC), it
was clear that she had ridden a wave of support from
West Bengal’s Muslim voters. The BJP had garnered a
vote share of 38%, almost all of which would have come
from the state’s 70% Hindu population. It meant that the
TMC would have, at best, got 30% of its votes from
Hindus and the remaining 18.5% from Muslims. This
suggested that nearly 70% of the Muslim voters backed
Mamata in 2021.This time, when the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls disenfranchised 27 lakh
living, breathing voters in West Bengal, the TMC
alleged that this was meant to target its supporters. The
evidence indicated that Muslims might have been
disproportionately affected in the final exercise, and it is
highly likely that these people would have voted for the
TMC in previous elections.

Despite SIR removing dead and living voters, the actual
turnout was much higher than in 2021. Nearly 35 lakh
more people voted in 2026. Both the BJP and TMC saw
this as a sign of their impending victory. The BJP argued
that the Election Commission of India (ECI) had made
voting safe and people had come out in larger numbers to
defeat the incumbent. The TMC claimed that the high
turnout was because voters, especially Muslims, wanted
to defeat the partisan SIR process.

Some of the highest turnouts were recorded in the very
seats most affected by SIR deletions. One reason for this
was that the number of voters had fallen, reducing the
denominator. But several political pundits, and reporters
on the ground, argued that Muslims had come out to vote
in larger numbers because they were scared that a BJP
victory would endanger their very existence as citizens
of India.The general consensus was that the TMC’s
share of Muslim votes would rise further, as Muslims

had consolidated behind the party, most likely to keep the
BJP out of Bengal. Some West Bengal watchers
calculated that if another 15-16% of Muslims were to
vote for Mamata, her overall vote share would rise by 5
percentage points, counteracting any potential slide in
Hindu votes.As it turned out, the TMC’s vote share
slipped by 7.5 percentage points. If one assumes a
Muslim consolidation behind Mamata, then it
would follow that there was a drop of 10-11
percentage points in Hindu votes for the TMC.But
a closer look at the voting pattern in the seats with
high Muslim population punctures this picture.
There are at least 32 seats in Bengal where
Muslims account for more than 50% of the
electorate. The estimate by pollsters is higher —
38-42 seats — but these 32 are on most lists. The
TMC had won all 32 in 2021, and got an
unassailable 57.7% vote share. This time, its vote
share in these constituencies dropped to 41.4% —
a massive decline of 16.3 percentage points.Was
this because of the deletion of Muslim voters
during the SIR process? That didn’t affect the final
turnout in these seats, which was 4.9 lakh — 7.6%
higher than in 2021. Neither did the TMC lose its
votes entirely to the BJP. In fact, the BJP’s vote
share in these seats rose by only 4.6 percentage
points, from 22.1% in 2021 to 26.7%. If we
assume that most of these were Hindus who had
voted for the TMC last time, then there’s still
another 11-12% of the TMC’s votes — mostly Muslim
— which went to others.The largest chunk moved to the
Congress and the Left-ISF (Indian Secular Front)
combine. These three parties had fought together in 2021
and polled 15.9% of the votes in these 32 seats. This
time, their combined vote share — although they fought

separately — rose to 23.3%. That’s a gain of 7.4
percentage points, and most of this would have been
Muslim votes that switched from the TMC. This points
to a growing acceptance among Muslims, in these seats,
of the ISF led by Pirzada Naushad Siddiqui of the
Furfura Sharif shrine.The TMC also lost votes to

Humayun Kabir’s Aam Janata Unnayan Party (AJUP).
Kabir was part of the Trinamool till last December, when
he was suspended for planning to build a ‘Babri Masjid’
in Bengal. Back then, the TMC had accused him of
trying to cause communal polarisation in cahoots with
the BJP. Indeed, Kabir had joined the BJP in 2018 and
even fought the 2019 Lok Sabha elections from

Murshidabad on the BJP ticket.

This time, he contested the elections as his own party’s
candidate. Just a few weeks before voting, the TMC
alleged that it had caught Kabir in a sting operation,
asking for money to get Muslim voters to back him.
Although Kabir denied it, many believed that this was
enough to defang the AJUP factor. The
reality turned out to be very different.
The AJUP won two of these 32 seats,
and took away 3-4% of the TMC’s
Muslim votes.

It is tempting to put this down to Muslims
being fed up of ‘appeasement’ and ‘vote
bank’ politics. The truth could be much
more worrying. Even though Siddiqui
and Sharif claim to represent everyone,
the thrust of their rhetoric is sectarian.
Their success suggests that a section of
Muslims have moved towards parties
which focus only on their concerns as
Muslims. That is where they feel safe, at
a time when they are being threatened
not just with disenfranchisement but
also losing their citizenship.Even when
they know that parties like the AJUP and
the ISF cannot fight the BJP at the state
level, they are willing to vote for them in
places where Muslims are in
majority. This is an unexpected

collateral damage of the SIR process. A section of

Muslims in Bengal appears to be convinced that voting

for the so-called ‘secular’ parties will not protect them

— they have to organise through overtly ‘Muslim’

parties. This is an unfortunate descent into ghettoisation

that West Bengal had evaded till now.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.

® @ & & N T T T T ® @ @& B TN T T T e e o ©




The Researchers’

Business

RANCHI | 09 May 2026

S

AIST3L SISt

e

feet andrG a1 srsd
T fHax WIRdl

M dER ofd, et o9 armare B TS |
PES DI BT UM , TAR AT 8T TgdA |
JATART STl dlgsd [ AoR 89 OR foq |
ged 7 ARl A S fodt @i 8 TR |
FHeell ANTar g9,  GaT o Raead av |
3fRgar T8 I BRI MG W I B TR |
TR golell dATar el el Hdd W |
fgete =1 fedt A, fid 3@ axare &1 TEd |
@l & 48 g, fadad @ 9eR |
drEd Sied 7 Rl 9 8 iroTg & T8e |
fowrar 919 fHar U et ST 99 |
el T R @R 319 ©RE & T3 |
SIgH Yolel a1 &8H dleR & gotell |
I3 T Pal 8FR1, S A FATS B TS |

P19 & GBI o Bla 9D
T ToFefT sdt

o, AfYA: AT AT ¥ 2026-94 A3 Fid
SR el 1 Jia Ia S 8 Fofia 9z oSl
A SLHT = HR 60,000 943 A T |
U 8 I AFBIA eH AT G2 Fsa o)
RIS B9, gPId A ade i guenst
R S0 Tl Taface 24t s,

JAAELS A R I NI Fiels HAf iy
MR S, DA 92 (=l I SR=9 W= I

T TG N T =% D Gl I3
DA, T I Ffeva o€ia 3, Fas 3
RO W oA Y@ g9iE, A G5l
T == 8 Ypia SRy Atel At a1 =y
Hie a8 WIRa 97 TIAC3 Sal IMcd SBA A
AV T ARIESTE AR Hfize e, ofst 3
of3Fe Z0a i@ 1l Jid a6 rarefaa
SrAEFR AR S IS A
PSS Haface I8 g Faa)
o=, Al SIGHIY-A YN o *afbfg, Ay oaa
T AT TISHI 1A B4

A SN Qe (DI 2AWd ade A A0
PR M PTG Y A = AT P Bl o
SRR, 93 ARAd TTGII S AP
37 SR, [ A a9 oS wEs 2w
FBRE| I §F A, “ a3 AT -
M 926 395 ¥, a5 “fova<sa 59 oz
I 942 MY PR 23985 AeTdd Iy, ”
q Bla=a wofz o8t sfwa awms s,

ZIoToNe & 3[dele dedl : b

qs‘ﬁw?r | fEd RdE
R T () 7 YoOR

e foF ufyem ST § g
ﬁaﬁﬁ%w&@gﬁzﬁw%
I qREH iR Fores-fedt
WEHR 1, 399 T Th R
iR =R, @ 3R SR A
@‘Jﬂ@%www%l
#T % ufua 3R v FEe
Wl Geeare J el iR ufvem
STA % SR S SiEifie
TEE H WS % g aet
THR S i T hl AR
= 3Iefie 3R forvere Yer & T
1 3 1R, e siftera,
ﬁ@rﬂa%éaaaﬁﬁswmé;
o, fafehe #eR

TR <ol o Rl e 15
oo H ufem Smer ¥ SEm,
FNR, @ & "W STl
(THUHTHE ), RURe e
3R Safidr S Fewarqol Al
T TEAT B TG &1 TSl
J FE,  ‘ufvem S, S e
3 F ot S T §
T T e, et e, ISP
3R aiifies fommme &1 g fiss
T B ‘SR e R R s
THUEUHE SR A1 T 3G & T A
31 T H TIMIARA & T, S
e, FER, 9 A iR
W eEEl B R T
e i S e T
T | TSt = S e R =,
3R e, TR, W, fie o ot

B FoEE, S @ @
m%aﬁwﬁrﬁmwﬁ
el iR ot i
AT TR o RO FHIfe g¢
&1 321 7 oft 39 o o B
st fHeRdl W @ T MU
et 4 ST & IR e
S W iR o gl 81 5
TSN, HE & FRHN 317y 3K
wRem ST % e g
AT 7l o FREN T

aﬁrqﬁm%ﬁwwaﬁww
A, ‘U 3 gfer, ‘wdem
maﬁiﬁam@ﬁaﬁﬂ
STt WRell % SFTET A ST
t @ o' o &3 H ot
T fR & e s e B
IR T o TS & o 3

Afdas 31f=rRd A b T¢ Aol &
I, TSt 2.60 oI Y & UR

Hag | s T W
HFEeRE % Ferd | 3 =id
I Tl ¥ iR 1 faafaen
ST & 3R it § YEReR
0.81 W@ @& & fRER
T H el Ao wHifed
TS (THTER) W OEH
H 5 S 2026 H HiI
et FelfST 1,52,261 9
% e 411 T TGH
1,52,672 T R GATl Golg
9:43 W IE 471 FIT 7 0.31
gfea & A o @
1,52,732 9 T |

379 T & HRER § 9
1,52,672 ¥UT 1 FAAH TR
aﬁ1153103maﬂ3—nﬁw
wm%lﬂ'&aﬁww
2026 1 Hiwae  fumel
FARAT 2,58,540 T %
Wﬁ1,445maﬁa@a%
1Y 2,59,999 TIT R Tl

TR fog S0 99 7.
2,118 T9T A1 0.82 Hfawrd i
AT % | 2,60,658 FIT
R ol 3 Tk & HRER H
aﬁwwwzsw%

U 3R oo &R 2,61,811
T T &
TS SR | o |
iR =i § oSl 2 S @ R
HIHFH T EAT 0.28 Ffaerd
qSll & T 4,725 TR U
e &I = 0.17 wiae &

TS % | 80.30 S Ufd
3ffe I ot

fiRtere & 1y gerll 39 aRH
THFY 212.58 3fH A1 0.27
yfqerd & FES & Ty
77,631.94 3R Fwt 93 3k
M 0.38 Yiowa H fReE &
| 24,233.65 T A

@@ﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬁﬁaﬁwaﬂx
T H W, WA o, -
f@@ﬁﬁwﬁwaﬁtmw
e (THOETE) SR
W & o0 Ao THelA i
I FW W €1 S 7 dEw
ez gfad e, S
RIS ol e O
FOR & foFw Ao wewm w5
SRl 1 ST S| 3,
he % T 7eAE S, R o
@ & ofem ST & S
vt € fF HomE g iR
foerTEgE Y 59 Sl SR,
forfa, fafemfor i ISR gt &
3l g % T H ST feufd
TH: U & H HEg X TR 8l

Ts‘ﬁwfh Hifeen! e
J T F TEA R SR
(STuEed) &t W % fo
2022-23 T 3R T8 T
e TM feen-freer S o €
59 %eH | et TsAl § ki
T el weA

(TH3NTETSTE ) = S U S
¥ %@ fof T @@ @l #
O o foAT SR orf Rl Tged &
2022-23 ¥ wige fean T & A
T mel iR fowfag @ ®©
TG AR % T TeR
3FAM gl W wh
AT T AT
3R Tt T H GHE S T

TeR A S R I
TGN & 3R o i 39T
2022-23 R & &1 30 Haie

dleTAIC of oTiedite] drelaied)t o folu Afddd &g Ue
mwﬁﬁﬂﬁuaﬂuaﬁtzozwﬂmm

q’g‘ﬁwﬁlgﬁmﬁﬂaﬁ
g fodt wu deme 3§ E
ool ooy weT i Sierd
e wfie & TR HER e
2026 T AN foRanl e
J 39 A % WY i &
fefea-wee  ofew, s
foanet iR T = JrieR!
T T TE W AR, il 9 o9
3R forerer S SIeTRY # forepret &
U 3T Rl AR Teh | SfTHE
3% o Ty T U@ SR
e (WEe) S W A
FE, ‘A & dfYgs SR
g § 9Rd "W I
Taeer SRRl T gfdfe
AT &1 B 376 T 9RA U 40
3RS TR U T & IR
T il & 3R Sl A w5t

frrereit a1 STaTe gffed &,

AR TN e 3R

Wif~eiT % SIE § 31 %
T QIR H 1,15,000 § SA@T
THEHTRE I YR R 8, 3%

TUM TR U THCHTH

TSI R W €, S AT AR A
frafa 5 & HecThiE W §l
I @ R 1990 % T W 37
T dfeHe 4 R 9RA | WSl
AR HEeiia o &1 sed e
F Al § et e
fomrfa w0 3l A T W
faf-mior & & &9 § YRA St WA

[ ot ¥ A fren &1 e 3
[ S F ¥ e 9Rd § 3

T 40 3 IeR U 31 gea o
SR i AT FA R e
Ifg FFT % SR 1.15 TG
31frer il i weed I &

I, 3@ e ¥ 9Rd & i

R R fem @y & e
R g 3R e fmfor
% Jari 1 T@ifhd Rl SR
3R HEER § & My e
TSI & a1 78RR T
TN fera | 9RE TR &
fagw =R AR
(STl 3R hewH 3ift
o wEUE A
(TmeTEEen) & @Y fiees
AT 39 R § Y@
TR Foreed | 0ge St
F ¥ g el e anf o
1@ ok Rrer w@edl &
ST foher S| frervenre ga
% 79 Tigel Hedr HOEd A
7, qum‘gqﬁ%ﬁwara
] SR §9 W S R &
for 0 It S fefsew
FoE § R WRd § ad@l B
FREE, e, SR 3R
wﬁwagg@éamm:ﬂw
|

diisfaen o sifdfepl o foTu 2[es ot
eIt aifteh edrees] ofid Usd

T

T2 faeitl da w6 <. wgE wighEn 7 7 fooelt &
SRR # oo e TS s e (SueenEd) Afewd
IS Tel STEIA o 9 Hfeal o e 3T ol Ffehi o foIg
T Sftfeh Toree e Teet k1 YR Rl 56 SIRT GenR
H 40 o § s o1 & gfiel & e fyew aifties woree
e &l S| FE 99 T ISR Wl <. g o A 39
SR I 9H UK & M 1 THUA 6T T gU Fa ok TR

ot gfteni & foe wmfss TRe

FHAST FHl TS A h g

yieg &1 . TG Aisfer 7 SR 34 ¢ el R TR A fse
12 ot § ISR G R FeAvRRT ST o Ao 9 99 vt
3R o iRt P T S o T s foRa 71 HiefRr | 5|
S W oFt TR A R <9 H TSR T ot H SeeraH
foreaR 32T 2, ST Uoh SV Teet TR 30 RIS Sl & SIgeht 37T
TR 94 S AIIA Toh TG TR §1 6 X8 WIS TRaT
FHERST 19 FHEG T TGH 64 HIES & T &1 32 g off SIqmn
for SUTSTEE % SR | o7 o afia it e T <ue Teet
TR 7 S off, S 3T Tgeht T 15 B & T 1 Sfvient
o THEAIV & AT Toh SIS Tae oht BINu S gU <. Hiefor = &l
f a9 R A 40 o I e o1y ok Tt ARl & fore wfcrerd
13 ToTEe S SIS i S|

goell o Sftsitt ot ITulel  faTu 2022-
23ﬁ53namasfﬁmmﬁen%ﬁera1ﬁ

WA Tk SreferERdr @i
Erkisikeies fc I ek rica
O Y TET BT &1 39 Re
% SFIEY T 3R g wied
T Sl TRl T R G
(ShuEEdt) Hehed & fau 7@

YR & 1 ST 31 7
T i onffE geRle &
Ao B oafusw ",
TRETT SR qerE g
EEseall

TSI 3 e 5@
URer i 9 & & o T
T HifeTnl Heewr Tfdfa
(THiTTEE ) 7 &1 o 39~
il o T fre € TS
STl SEETH, ITEHEIS
F 76 U WL g T
FAR 3 HI TEH TH
WHR, 9Rdg R o
(R, :m%r T,
forenferdl ek HeoE
% G WHe €| 3 e
T W] A (TEE) 3R
fSfe =] s (G
Tohed & fau sraemoned,
RO SR T B2 HR
1 e FT B

amﬁemu?atgmﬂéqemw
AT 114 30 foRDe 77,844 W 46 31

T

g feeell  Afew
e & o= 8% & =Y
FRER fed  =Re] AR AR
fiRee & WY o R ®
g goTl| okl o Haeh &@
% ] HYFT 114 3% €
T, STt ) e feer
4.30 3k o T W < gl
S Tfeh TaEeS (Sus)
H H9FT SaR-TeE W
FREXH 114 3% I+ 0.15
FE TR 77,844.52 H
TR W o g3l FRER &
R T 999 TE 78,384.70
3o o ISR T T 3R
77,713.21 3 & =t =R
qH S oeml d9eg H
671.49 3ih hI IAR-<EE
TG i fiem AvEe w6
TS (TUEE) & ot
ff 4.30 3f& IAET 0.018
WEE % A IR
Y 24,326.65 & TR R 5

T T SEE & 30 R
S HHFE F T R H
wiet fgea Ifelier, 2ren
TS, T B AN S
% fiRree o1 1 =@, Aféer g
S 3R T Wi & AW
oY | | THeh 3feTren ook
T A Sie S 2.23 B
% THEM & T 99 ek Ui
S W@

3 TREE IR AN A
Sfeq0T IR T HIEH, ST
fet, 99 &1 vEE i
3iR SR 1 BT U sed |
T g & o 0 i veet
AR T HIF 940.73 31
I 1.22 HES SSARR
77,958.52 % TR W &g gM
ol I8, TAES 1 R ot
298.15 3 I 1.24 HEG
TR 24,330.95 3fh W @
ol

mﬁaﬁmwaﬁﬂémmmm dwrg

2002 ® Zetie g fespfen  ooft O Al @ W E SR wiewi iR i s ST, Yo

Hﬁﬁc—vﬁl*{aﬁaﬁaﬂ?
o 3 SR s e fean
fF 40 W TH A AR
et (FeRTH) | € S
woreht # A i R % dRA
I 1 RS JehR t srgferen
T =fenl W ovyed #
AT e S H YT T
A . e SR T i forg
oft o 91 ok § T SIRe
Tl o fopeTeRH SiR STt
AT fOEaR i Wi e
&l | I WA % TER, I
1986 # HISE STRET
mﬁmwmﬁm
% BIC FeA T T & wAfeR
3781 39 TR Tohe1ieh ok |l
T T e e T 7
T i & H off Seera
Ifg i T 1 IR Y o

zozsﬁmmmwﬁqaﬁ

ol Y& &l ot e | T

88 Tfwrd fohe FfrT iRt T o ¥ &H A H 3.5 S

i e i I e Bk |
IE fohe FRA W WH &
T fefSieet ie®H 1 ST
@ ¢ I Hoe™ o S
e’ HieTEd U9 AR o s

Y 3ifer geere firet €1

T H oy e #
IR 3R wiewd fede
gfoen, @ra o7 T W,

g d d e WA
feciiodt et gfoemd wnfirer €1
AR % STER, T H e
ajﬁaﬁma%wﬁ'sﬁﬁ
HYEA oW & fau e
3R ®ieR oft St T 21 5|
o st Thal Teet 53 Wi
off, Sl 378l Siga 94 Ffererd & T
¥l TR A ORRE @&
e § 9.29 W@ e I
for =1 ® € 5 7.2 @

SRR 3R 2.09 o/ R
ﬁwwﬁa%ﬁanﬁm%w
fF wda W@ 3 a9 2024-25
T 76 R W 60,239 WS
T F ofEd @, St
A 43w RaRa &
SN &1 I Wl & @ 9
100 9 ¢ <l IB1 § e 57
TR & o S &

ﬁ?ﬂa@maﬁa

ol ol oI ‘s’

GIaTeTo]
& 8ol drel oifésat & are & detren

T

T2 feoei/geg) femim dar  fowm
(uwud) & Hed T ARRS, 4 Ui
B o @R W YR
T e fFa fF iR

TR TTE Hisa & o
IRt gu SfRT TgE
ﬂﬁzﬂvéﬂﬁaﬁaﬁaﬁ q feist

ST T & oI IR ® T wq%
TE R S HE (3TEeT)
AT SHfEw Wi THeH 1 Tl id
T 7 o | 3 g@@ﬂa fe

TEE 39 fefd & fag ®m
ﬂﬁ@ﬁ%ﬂﬁ@rﬁaﬁ%mﬁs@éﬂ%

SUHETH & Hied = b H ST TrEe g
1 3G HA H GH Hd
T el R TR el S8 S i Hel
(TTE) HisA WS- €9 9 IYAS BH H
feofa o Sifepm yomett & for iR Sifem B
Thd & T, RN 7 TR R SR T R
# foran fF 4o § ‘Sifem eEe W ST

TS R FStelt

Tl TSI fTeR weE § g
durwy wiEe 3 wE fF Afvew e &
TSR, R ST & 7 - T
W R " EE
e feamn €1 ardE SR gowet
T W YHRT S gC SUHTH
gfea 3 A 8 % Sl (deEet) &
FRIBR g S T o &, [Sein SFefed
Tk & IR-Fromfed uReuf@l (Tdi) w9
foman %1 fora oo™ 3 ST Tk o= H el foe
39 TR T § Sufeeq Tom St |
Sfe SfeRdiST Sk o wEeN FRewes d.
YRS], S 3k el & wEed e
TSt fagn, oS AvEe S o SEeR
Ry oiffd AR dareqa 3R gfee
Feiage 3l e (STESTETH) e &
VIR U, Sed S &1 Sged o ¥ o
&1 o vfaftaa o= St ifer Fofared efk
RS g A ot AT ferm

AME A EEES |

FH WE A

§ R

o7 fe@m|

w1 gfg & A

alo—clgaﬂmﬁféﬁmq%m 6 TR 3R 9IeIGR ASerel B A ftetdn Wi q@

ISR H 39 J0T T AT

F

9 O T FW HF U H STy

% SfE Her o SW € S @

A R STEM § @ S @

Hﬁﬁc—vﬁléﬂaﬁmmw
I S e g 9 § onfet
aefd W e q SR Rl
e ek fqer T g1 ST 3
TEeh! hl T % foTT Sl 1 7T TR
ufeer S # 3aR fea &1 9 i,
YMER WS 3R &g 9ReR & form
TITH SFTE 3 ooTE | Teet § & cAhiid
Ig M el U GiftEm e § e
% T 3T | W S e ¢ R e
= 3 o9 ST S i Ted

afﬁgé%lmuaﬁa@ﬁmaa%ﬁ
1 I WY TR O STl W GE
Wwﬁﬁvﬁﬂé%lﬁw%
o R WE STl T sl b foht
B & 3R 37 U 7 TR AHTIAA
& 31;?@ F fou =R wfevm T
forar 21

w0 Hfaiad wad o e =md

T 3R

F T S WS H 37 Ul R
T # A i sy fae
1 I YRS TS i
TSR 75.18 G ¥ Y& Bl ¢l W H
TR UfevH 3 Teehi bl &I H T
TR e TR & T wte § Sehvieh
W@ﬁﬁwﬁw'@ﬂﬂ

|
0 ¥ ik dfr o @

TR S ©R TH & hiAd e

gH=r died & g H 219,999

" ref R R e F1 Q) T

T HiSe i T S 3R
3R HifteH oA &

F U TSI & A 18
1feert TrsTere) 31 SRt Sueul &t
Tk off T W@ B 3T Ui T TR,
Hj#1 o, foreiw Tie FeR, e ufgen
FR, TS R T o B, TS
T R e T ¥ S B
feeg wiftreT €1 57 SieeEl &t ool |
g M Teet o H ST SR
EE

1 Thet oM, Ui, B FHRER 3R
wqﬁaﬁéﬁfmmsﬁnma%
TR W &l ¢l o WR e &
SRT T e ST Tk e off STt
3R R T = 81 9 uReR
% T 78 S veet § & U WS
fomrea Al ST @ 71 W@ e %
S3T @l & iR w9 T
T GO e ek €1 3 Hiftem
e T & 918 78 TRaTe el o
S iR AR & T Bl

IS T 81 U™ S dRhd :ﬂ“k
104.5 = HeT 2 Ua1 T 21 T

TSI TR H T IR oSt 1
B T 1 et o Al | off 78 e
It ot & wteE W ST 81
HEHIT AT 20 fheimiex fa fiex
T H AR o1 H HeW §, ek
oSl TR H g 3Tishel AT 27
fepeireiex ftt feRcims deh Tge St &1
T8 e ¢ 6 w0 T | S g
e It Teeh 3 1! THS A €
TTE = $ohT ok TRAT TR T oFf Tecd i

o H TR A SfRed IR R @
&, o0 78 3R ot ey 3R o
TE R TR Yol e T Y R

31ferh TEI T 1 T TR Ul A 36
TE I R T s 737 B9R
faied v | I3 fF=n o, wifea

N T T T T N

formedt & TeT fopa TR B 30 THeRER
et iR unfeser R 41 wfive € g
¥ et el 98 @

ool TTgent ST MR
Eake )
319 T TR(T ST i T S

® @ @

THER 39 3R ITHER Hgerst
TRl ST H 1.2 T e ol

o9 fe ™0 €1 e demw § 98

T B SER S Bl 3 S 6
T fou T €, S 39 i e
o oIS o A ST @

B TEEEEEST IEEEEET SIS B N @ @

bsee §b B
f3foTee wewief
we oft stiivwan

|

LS

qagl  hetd dF &
fefSeet wewd @ wH=R
ufger A dre (Sduwst)
& Y [ T 2 Sieh A S
foF et S & e e AT
ST ©iewd % wem 9
G 3R g
T ¥ FUwEs YIaE
TR

g T STeg 3TH Tk 9
formm il sigre & & Tkl
THH YURY @l TR T
ﬁmﬂmﬁgﬁmwmﬁ
g wfes fafy smge-1
(AfrT) 91 A g, &9
ey ffr emge-2 (ST
S HWT Udere 3R
Fumsl SRR Hie 3T
off Hipg <1

Hhete S @ Sidffe
S % WEN TS G
FRER for9mT & aites Saee
T &g T M A A 3
st & T foreml et
S & FREN e B TR
e, S Sl ST qHA
TefSieet w2 T W, g W T
HR W WA F g T
yfd ST wfergar M W@
T ST & TTEY Ffaesis
TN Y& A @ 2| A T T
Had WEh TS hl SRR
T ¥, Sfeeh TR He
% 1Y Hes S[e ot gikea
FA



ddys] 6

The Researchers’

RANCHI | 09 May 2026

Fedi o TMHA il Al A 8 SR Wl 319 seal &
TS Sh HAH Sh TIRT T8t § & e TR & | & Hi-og
et & foh 5o oo 1ot feat T 3R vt & forae |
H & SToe! T T Bl ¢ ok I8 319 e o el ol ke
R S| W S Wed wF H oSt 8 o HROT shodli o el
SehYH T Tl ST U1 | ST 37T 89 TRed il |3 U™ fom
ST % o 319 STl ol She | forsft W Tehd &1
- Ufdefaetsr A e o o foro At

HTe-forett hl =T 36 o8 379 STeehi bl =R foIem &t <ire
T H SIS STl TaRggReher Uferefore] # &S|
T 3 B T 3T et gl & |1 Ufefadisy § s o
o T ST & S oft & S|

- AR BT

T ) e & R S e oA
S ol TSR FLel

7 31U gaf
Pt
¢ folt 31gATe
*\ | ﬂ- m

|

| o fore T ot el H HRufed o1 Feee ST Soe et |

T R SR g s e an oiR o die-udt |

3T O T SO SR ol fer EaR |

| -l UTHTHTS o] eI oIe

| 3R Y 3 el ohi oieheI H SRl A o foTT e et

| S TR o g sl A S9SN S w6
TRIRETES] S o 20T, SIS, T st e o o

| fAugRa =

- NG HY AEE B B felU 6

L fei v ol ol oS T T & T 31T 3T Te TR Bie-

| SR FME H sl ol Heg off o TR €1 S fo oy s &

FIRH T Tk 3T I BT T T ST L Tl & | TR A G

3k STeet forof} off TRt & el & ofg ettt 1R fefaetiT off

g

- Tfireft ffr W ATy s s

ool ! SR B 3¢ A % ot SRttt fod i Y| e

Y 3T 319 sTeell o WY Tifcrel 215 fora Tehol & 3 o= 5|

e feu s edem e off @

! ST 3179k STeeli bl

3T 3TvE fHeTan & 3R W & o
TS & Y =1 3] HAIST T 4 G T B

- Phufea 31 doimia

it et FRufea 21T T ¥k T & il 3= SEehT ¥iieh q0 i o ferg

1) T Rl R Ao A 2|

-BeQ A5 TH R

THg RGN B i O e o & B wny &
TR TR off 3781 Todl &1 JHfeTe el
<IfeT & Te o=l § Bod) 5 TRH TS SeH
% foru e A & Eid |

- WD S A B

T T STl o Y FH 37T 37 67 &)
TR % SR H A S I T &1 T
Y SYUHT ST M9es Ty 270 foet I
A ST | SR Y g NI & 6l a7 3
e 3R forT foreht Tfes e fore e
Eks iR oo

- fedr

Ife STIRT STeel & ST ST gt G L
Tl & < SRT HaeTel & foh SEeh! T ot 35T
T & iR 31U el F oI fef <t 21
TfTT S Wi~ 219 el & wne e ®
T T fora T 31 Xl 3l e o 9rel TH
foam & fAu ST EE | - S HEhR ST o=
@ % T 279 Wag & T 9 € 3%
eI AT Y 3T 37 THHR < Tohd!
T FalEl W 3 5gd 9 U o frerd &
57 o e g T €

- 3MAAHF A gl

S S oMWW & WY Wi € S
3ee7aH | gfg Bt €1 T s TRt &

3ok U sl o Tl 21H & el BTl YRS

T 1 HH T o6 [T o e ol sreell o W1 .

a1 3T e SMUeh! Seell o |y W 9

IR} o oI ST | Y 37T ST §... a§al
3R e i U @ e T § =

. V4 hﬁf\.{s:.;; R
Ft el iR s siadiel & FHRU 98
- Rl e el

Naw 319 FH F To1 ST I & € R
TR <t o=t o @rer 218w foram =7l o, Wsw a]la]l
Sl TR A h1 37ohel T Y S I3 &
off 7 o &1 TH STl 37 310 Hi-o19 &

T H T T & 3T T e U ¢

Sl o SRR TR 35k HIdI- el 3 SAoeR i 919 @ <l ¢ I8 oI siga
ot R # off e TE ® foF o=u & oeRR | 90 9w 3R SEeh
AMTTTRT 3 SRR 1 & BT 81 S e 3R Tre W k! 3t &
T fema it STeT Wil 39 Srea ¥ TR Sfel 81 e et 8| 37K
TR GRIHT € it STe= TR fTiet 2 AfehT 3TTR et TTeTs-3RTS & YR
T & T ST ohT T e, Ferefere 3R Sefa ot @ Sige TR A
T & ST 31 sTeeil 3 T & AT, e 3R ARdie IR R 33 € Akt s/
S TS = ot Hren ¢ foh T i R sl o 7 W

T S BT 21 5 eI ol 3ok [GHNT R ST 3TER

T B VY AR Y STee & RS H e e i

GO 3 & el 8 98 AR €9 9 SR 05

el €1 * Aial-fiell b F103Y bl qeal U 21 31

il

Fea feiem &1 RIPR & 94 € i 3 geee

TR IR @R & feran

-TEH T sl o | ARUIE, STed 3R Tell-Tele

T B T 36 ST B 3 T € o SRt 3 eehcll hl oITe o Sk o
IR 30 S Tl a1 3 ot oft Re spr v e e &1 - SRR - ) T s e 4 8 e
AR U A TRl ) . : ~

U Wit H & STt STeel ohl HITeh forhr 3res § =& @ Il | o srea _gjﬁg?ﬁmgﬁgﬁm
1 Al 1 G 1 R SR A SToel g hl & S SIS b1 oIt HI STl —aﬁaﬁq@n@aél i

-fersfust 3R aeda

TS I ST ST e it fereferer sk Te &

ST €, FSTeenT TR St X et ffer # @ &

feran €1 I e 3T Tt ST e | Sgd

G WiseTd @ e

- UGTS H pHalle

U oo o femmT it B @ el o 7 @ ST |

ferrelt o sTee) B STy Sh T € SR A & |
*gdIdl Iee e

T FHRSH % A W sedl Sgd R T Werd o,
T SRR 3SR AW TTHe Bl 9| 918 3TaT
AR T e G Y A1 TeA-ahg | forarn
FA ¢ AR 3 delfasH, difed g 3R
FE & IR Tec THE 5 T §| TeAfereT 3R
e T o T S 97 319 YRR b forerapet off
fear wig e | AfeRe e Tem i fiedt
T & o of 3T STeell o ol o1 O AT |
o) o YRR okl TR Skt ST i STgdt et Bl 81
SR BN 39 1 & <=eH o ST ol I 39 39 fon
Té el G TR e T & foF Sk st Bt
TR FHHSIR & W@ & @ At T e wAeqoi hr e o
T | SR A @ S 1 qd 3Tl il ST HLet|
1. S-SR TG Sl AT g Tl bl HHSIR AR
1 7R B TR B 90 RS Sreell bl o ot 3T
Tl ST B gl

2. TR fR <€ ot 819 3 Ui o HRT & Tehdl &
AR AR TR oT=9 i dielt 3Ed A1 U
T fR 22 21 4 e o1 s fom &t fRm &
bl 1 3. 3TR sTell Ueh 371 &€ ¥k et <8 T
Sifed T Wt o T of o SH =9H o el 2
4. T A9 H Tk SR 3R e e A SR
ST I U1 TSR ST & <t 18 evT fefatfi skt ety
% €| 310 o= o SRR | forifiq T it W Ry
T 3R S Ut GoTg MR hl ST et |

5. YT 2 OR sed TSjeh | o 379 TSI ol
foret et €1 afe 3 TSk T B & R, TR e
1 3TET S ST T A 70 STed) i 3T T
SEATST AT |

6. TR Rl S-S AT+ SHHSIR TSR T Toh ol
&1 3fe e sen A4, @ A Se-s
3T B sie; ek O B fecTal Tl &, o 59 feqor
REAFT]

g deon A
B

ol T
B 2

7. 3TR ool ol QU H g =iIsT |1t =T 7SR 37T
3T 918 38 T o fo siget shdiet 31T <t sreel Y
TSI ST ek Sl |

8. TS Sifct a1 Tl & THETOT 3hi Teal- ekt ol
Thdl &1 35 AU Bl el % foAT ST hid oeh
YT 2T STe) i Al ST TR I &1 en |
2 3T it ot et & o Foretell TSR 31T 1 g
Teh 1 forsorey & e i |

9. = I <1 81 o T i Sl ahl 3T A o
Tehdl & eifeheT ST Il 31Tl & a 7ToR 36 ST

FEM|
10. 37i@l & T& o HRT ool I @ § A
3@l & g

Tegd Bt § T 3Th
it S oFIar €
I FH @

L 5

Owned by PACE (Peoples Assocaition for Charity & Edification), Printed & Published by Ashis Kumar Sinha, on behalf of PACE, Printed at DB Corp. Ltd., Near Forest Range Office, Lalgutuba, Ranchi, Jharkhand-835303. Published at Ranchi, 23 - East Jail Road, Lalpur, Ranchi,
Jharkhand. Pin 834001. Editor: Ashis Kumar Sinha. Roving Editor : Jai Sinha. Consulting Editor: Deepak Kumar *Editor as per provision of Section 7 of PRB Act.  RANCHI:- RNI - JHAMUL/2016/75465 1 email: mail4daily@gmail.com I Call: 9234942222 / 9334220098 1
All disputes will be subject to Ranchi Court I web: www.theresearchers.us ; epaper: www.epaper.theresearchers.asia I

e @ & | & @& & @& @ | ® & & @ B TN T T T R e @ @ @

=3



TheResearchers’

NEWS BOX

IPL on honey-trap alert, BCCI
cracks down on players' hotel
room access

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) on Thursday, May 7, issued an eight-
page directive for all the IPL teams, raising
concerns about the serious breach of
protocols during the ongoing tournament.
BCCI also rolled out diktats for both players
and teams, which will need to be adhered to in
the future and with immediate effect. This
comes after the various controversies,
including RR manager Romi Bhinder using a
phone inside the dugout and the vaping row
involving Riyan Parag.BCCI secretary
Devajit Saikia wrote to all ten franchises on
Thursday, highlighting the protocol breaches
this season and urging the teams to reinforce
professionalism and discipline.“The
advisory has been issued in light of certain
incidents observed during ongoing season
and is intended to reinforce the standards of
professionalism, discipline, security

awareness and protocol compliance expected
from all stakeholders associated with IPL,”
wrote Saikia, according to PTL.The directive
sets the record straight with the teams,
owners and the players, pointing out the
breaches that have been reported by the Anti
Corruption and Security Unit (ACSU) of
BCCIL“It has come to the attention of the
BCCI that certain incidents of misconduct
and protocol violation have occured
involving players and support staff and team
officials during the course of the current IPL
season. These incidents if left unaddressed,
carry the potential to cause significant
reputational harm to the tournament, the
Franchise concerned and the BCCI as the
Governing Body. They may further expose
individuals and franchises to legal liability
and security risks of serious nature,” read the
statement. The message from the BCCI also
pointed out the visits from unauthorised
people in the players' hotel rooms as a major
area of concern.“It has been observed that
certain players and support staff members
have permitted unauthorised persons to
access their hotel rooms without the
knowledge or approval of the concerned IPL
franchise Team Manager. In a number of
instances, Team Manager was entirely
unaware of the presence of such visitors.

Not money or parades,
just want to know India
is watching us:
Badminton star Satwik

MADRID. (Agency)
Former men's doubles World No.l
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy clarifies the
remarks that he made after India's Thomas
Cup bronze medal win. Satwik felt that his
comments may have been misunderstood.

In an exclusive chat with India Today, Satwik
vented out his frustrations and highlighted
the limited support system available to
Indian athletes, who compete globally in
their quest for excellence and to bring pride
to the nation. The Indian ace sparked buzz on
social media when his Instagram story went
viral, as no representative from the
badminton body or the government was
present at the airport to welcome the bronze
medal-winning squad on their return from
Denmark.In an open letter, Satwik clarified
his intent behind his comments, saying that
he wasn't looking for fame or taking credit
away from other athletes.The last few days
have brought a lot of attention to my recent
comments regarding the lack of a reception
for our Thomas Cup bronze medal. While I

am grateful for the overwhelming support
and encouragement, I want to clarify my
intent because I see many people deviating
from the original point."

"My words did not come from a place of
wanting personal fame or taking credit away
from anyone else’s achievements. [ have the
utmost respect for every athlete who brings
glory to India, regardless of the sport," said
Satwik. JUST WANT TO KNOW OUR
COUNTRY IS WATCHING'

Satwik said that he wanted to put across a
message that would start encouraging and
celebrating such wins in the country,
regardless of its magnitude.The Indian ace
said he felt disheartened seeing that the
Thomas Cup team was welcomed with
silence, something he claimed would
discourage young talent as well.
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Beyond Kohli's wicket: Prince Yadav reveals
what he cherished most in LSG

How many wickets did Prince Yadav

take against RCB in IPL 20267

«« What role has Virat Kohli played as
an Impact Player for RCB in 2026?

e What viral moment occurred
between Virat Kohli and Mohammed
Siraj after RCB vs GI?

New Delhi. (Agency)

When it comes to an international game or a
match in the IPL, nothing is sweeter than
getting the wicket of Virat Kohli in a must-
win clash. Kohli had ensured that RCB got
over the line in four chases, scoring 222 runs
at an average of 111. But Prince Yadav
changed everything with an incredible
delivery at the Ekana.The Delhi pacer
bowled a beauty to beat Kohli all ends up and
send his off-stump for a walk as the RCB star

was dismissed for a 2-ball duck. But despite
this, Prince was more happy with seeing his
team win. Speaking at the press conference

after the game, the LSG pacer said that
Kohli's wicket wouldn't have mattered had

they lost the match.“I felt good about Kohli's

Rishabh Pant's final over dilemma: Why
Digvesh was picked over Shahbaz Ahmed

Lucknow. (Agency)

With 20 runs to defend in the final over
against Royal Challengers Bengaluru,
Rishabh Pant found himself staring at the
kind of decision that can define a captain’s
night. Lucknow Super Giants had done the
hard work to stay ahead in the contest, but
with Romario Shepherd and Krunal
Pandya at the crease, the match was still
very much alive.What made the
decision trickier was the tactical corner
LSG had backed themselves into. The
Lucknow surface had offered enough
assistance for spin through the evening, -
making that the logical route for the
final over as well. Butlogic only goesso ¥
far when two powerful finishers are
capable of launching even decent
deliveries into the stands.Pant’s choice
came down to two spinners with very
different appeals. Shahbaz Ahmed
brought experience and control. Digvesh
Rathi brought unpredictability, deception
and the kind of mystery that can unsettle a
batter under pressure.

A captain’s toughest conversation

Just before the final over began, the cameras
picked up an intriguing exchange in the
middle. Pant made his way in for a
conversation with both Shahbaz and
Digvesh, with the two bowlers appearing

Is Varun Chakravarthy's IPL blip a

more than ready to take

responsibility.Captains often have the
luxury of reading hesitation in moments like
these. A bowler unsure of himself can make
the choice easier. But there was no such
signal here. Both Shahbaz and Digvesh
looked convinced they were the right man

for the job, with Shahbaz particularly
animated as the discussion unfolded.

Pant remained composed through it all, even
taking a moment to consult Mitchell Marsh
before arriving at his decision. In the end, the
ball went to Digvesh, a call that immediately
raised eyebrows given Shahbaz’s greater
experience in pressure situations.

Why Romario Shepherd changed the equation

This was not just about defending 20 runs. It

vs RCB

wicket, but what makes me happiest is that
we won the match. If I had taken the
wicket and we still lost, it wouldn’t have
felt the same. The best feeling for me is
when my team wins," said Prince.

USING VARIATIONS PERFECTLY

A feature of Prince's bowling in the IPL this
season has been the way he has varied
things up in different phases with the ball.
With the new ball, 73.8% of his deliveries
have consistently hit the good-length or
back-of-a-length areas, the traditional
control zones. When it comes to the middle
overs, the LSG pacer goes for a hard
length more often than not. And at the
death, he leans more on full length
deliveries.

But Prince remained coy on the use of
variations and more happy about the fact
that he was able to get the wickets at the
right time to script LSG's win.

"Whether it happens in different ways or one
way, as a bowler you do feel good when
you take a wicket. But like I said earlier, in
that situation we could only win the match
by getting that wicket, and that’s exactly

what happened. So yes, it feels really good,
absolutely,” said Prince.

Now or never for misfiring Delhi
as rejuvenated Kolkata await in

must-win showdown
BARCELONA. (Agency)

Delhi Capitals are back to square one. A strong

was about defending 20 against one of the
most dangerous hitters in he competition.
Romario Shepherd had already shown enough
to suggest that one over was more than
enough time to swing the game, while
Krunal Pandya was beginning to settle into
his innings at the other end. The challenge
was not whether spin was the right
option. The challenge was which
spinner had the better chance of
disrupting the batters’ rhythm.Pant’s
explanation after the game suggested
the decision was rooted in match-up
thinking rather than pure instinct.*“It was
a tough call (to go with Rathi over
Shahbaz). We were under pressure. But
at the same time you've got to trust your
bowler. Rathi was the right matchup for
sure against Shepherd. He trusted
himself and got the job done for the
team.”That trust was clearly central to
the decision. Pant was not simply choosing
between two bowling styles. He was
choosing the bowler he believed could
handle the moment.
The gamble that paid off
As it turned out, Pant’s call could not have
worked out much better. Digvesh kept his
composure brilliantly, conceding just 10
runs in the over and ensuring LSG closed
outamemorable victory.

case of T20 World Cup fatigue?

SEVILLE. (Agency)

Varun Chakravarthy’s inconsistent IPL 2026
season could be linked to the mental and
physical toll of India’s hectic T20 World
Cup-winning campaign earlier this year.
According to Dwayne Bravo, the Kolkata
Knight Riders spinner probably needed a
proper break after the World Cup before
jumping straight back into another
demanding tournament.This IPL season
has seen several members of India’s T20
World Cup-winning squad struggle for
rhythm, including Jasprit Bumrah and
Arshdeep Singh. Speaking ahead of KKR’s
clash against Delhi Capitals on May 8§,
Bravo backed Varun and insisted the
spinner’s quality was never in doubt despite
his uneven returns this season.“Yeah, I
think in sports, especially when you play at

this level, everything is very result-oriented
and sometimes people get very emotional,”

that good, it is only a matter of time before
you come back into form.”

Bravo said.“A player like Varun, who is a Bravo also highlighted how mentally

world-class spinner, has just come out of
the World Cup, which was also a very hectic
tournament.”*“So a break at the right time is
always important, but no one ever
questioned his ability because when you are

draining a tournament like the IPL can
become, especially immediately after
international duty.“The group is very
supportive of him, and a mental break is
also very important, especially in a
tournament like the IPL where there are so
many games, high pressure, and the best
players competing against each other.”No
matter who you are as a player, you will go
through these moments. There are so
many other quality players struggling this
season as well.”The conversation around
fatigue has quietly become one of the
bigger themes of IPL 2026, especially
around players who were central to India’s
T20 World Cup triumph.

auction had given them one of the most
balanced squads on paper, but baffling
selection calls, Axar Patel’s inconsistent
captaincy and an inability to read conditions at
home have dragged them back into must-win
territory once again.Nothing has worked
consistently for DC this season. Flat pitches
have not guaranteed victories, difficult surfaces
have exposed their batting, big totals have
slipped away, and collapses have become an
alarming pattern. With their IPL 2026
campaign now hanging by a thread, Delhi head
into Friday’s clash against Kolkata Knight
Riders knowing there is no room left for
another mistake.For both teams, the playoff
race is still alive only in theory. The reality is far
harsher. Another defeat could leave either side
staring at elimination. When Delhi Capitals and
Kolkata Knight Riders meet at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium on Friday, it will be about far more
than just two points. It will be about
survival. There is no margin for error left now.

One more slip-up could effectively shut the
door on the season for either side, and only one
team is likely to walk away from Friday’s clash
still feeling in control of'its playoff destiny.

Delhi Capitals are seventh on the table with eight

points from 10 matches and must win all four of
their remaining games to stay in contention for
the playoffs. KKR are only slightly better
placed in eighth with seven points from nine
matches.The biggest difference between the
two sides at the moment is momentum. After
stumbling badly at the start of the season,
Kolkata have finally found some rhythm and
arrive in Delhi on the back of three straight
wins. Their poor start has left them with almost
no breathing space, but there is at least a sense
that they are building momentum at the right
time. KKR still need to win all five of its
remaining matches to reach 17 points and
remain alive in the playoff race.Delhi,
meanwhile, still look like a side searching for
clarity. That uncertainty is expected to shape
one of the biggest decisions ahead of Friday’s
game: the pitch.

Should DC roll the dice on Prithvi Shaw
in their last-gasp IPL playoff push?

«Delhi Capitals need a spark in their

last-gasp playoff push. But should
that spark come from a returning
Prithvi Shaw? Here is why DC might
just roll the dice.

BENGALURU. (Agency)

Delhi Capitals are running out of road. The
playoffs are still theoretically within reach,
but the margin for error has all but
disappeared, and the decisions made in the
next few days could define their entire
season.Friday's clash with Kolkata Knight
Riders is not quite a must-win. But it is close
enough that the distinction barely matters.

And in the middle of all this pressure, one
question refuses to go away: is now finally
the time to hand Prithvi Shaw a game?

The man who never quite got going

There is something almost poetic and painful
about Shaw's story. He arrived in senior
cricket with everything. The footwork, the
instinct, the swagger at the crease that
you simply cannot coach. He looked
like the real deal, and for a while, he
was.

But somewhere along the way, it all got
complicated. The discipline questions,
the form slumps, the sense that a
generational talent was slowly slipping

through the cracks. Now, at a stage in his
career where every opportunity feels
like it could be his last in the IPL, Shaw
has not played a single game for Delhi
this season.

When DC brought him back to where it all
started, there was a quiet optimism about
it. A second chance at the franchise that first
believed in him. So far, that chance has not
come.

The case for and against

It is completelv fair to wonder whv Shaw over
@ @ @

Abishek Porel. In DC's last game against
Royal Challengers Bengaluru, Porel was the
only batsman who showed up. He played
with freedom and intent on a day when

almost everyone else went through the
motions. He also offers something
increasingly valuable in T20 cricket: a right-
left combination at the top of the order that
keeps the opposition guessing. ]
B TN T T T I e @

When a team is struggling and morale is low,
sometimes what you need is not the safest
option. You need a spark. Shaw, for all his
recent struggles, is a player who genuinely

wants to prove people wrong right

now. That kind of hunger, that
desperation to succeed, can be
infectious in a dressing room that
badly needs something to rally
around. It is fair to say that Shaw
might've not shown that hunger to
succeed as the many other
generational talents we have seen in

Indian cricket.But the situation

dictates that the current combination

is clearly not working. The top order
has been the biggest problem, and if

Pathum Nissanka makes way, Shaw

coming in at the top allows David

Miller to slot into the middle order

where his big-match experience is worth its

weight in gold. The bowling has been decent
enough. It is the batting that needs fixing, and
itneeds fixing now.
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Aamir Khan Compares Junaid Khan

To Himself, Says 'Voh Lambi Race Ka
Ghoda Hai, Failures Don't Faze Him'

Kritika (
Kamra /

On Falling In Love With Gaurav Kapur:
'Never Discussed Who Fell First’

I : rittka Kamra and Gaurav Kapur recently tied the knot in an intimate

amir Khan, who is backing his son Junaid
Khan’s upcoming film, has opened up about
how his son is a “lambi race ka ghoda".

Junaid Khan made his acting debut with Maharaj,

and his performance was largely appreciated in the

film. He was then seen in Loveyapa, which proved
to be a box office disaster. Now, he will be seen in

f Ek Din alongside Sai Pallavi.

In a recent chat with Radio City India, Aamir Khan
spoke about how he doesn’t shield Junaid. He said,
“Junaid aisa nahi hai, vo mujhe kabhi kuch karne
nahi dega. He is a very independent guy, very
strong-willed and doesn’t give up easily. Voh lambi
race ka ghoda hai, jo mere baare mein bhi bola jaata
tha jab main pehle pehle aaya tha. Failures don’t
faze him, and he’s very honest with himself.”

Aamir also said, “He has also followed his character
in Ek Din with full honesty. Although it’s nota very
heroic character, he has never tried to step out of it.
That shows his honesty towards his work." Aamir
said that Junaid fully becomes the character he is
playing on screen.

Meanwhile, Aamir Khan Productions’ upcoming
film, Ek Din, is gradually building strong
anticipation among audiences. Touted as a tender
and heartfelt love story, the film has already
resonated with viewers, thanks to its captivating
trailer and soulful music.

Ek Din reunites Aamir Khan with filmmaker
Mansoor Khan after a significant hiatus, reviving
one of Hindi cinema’s most cherished creative
partnerships. Together, they have gifted audiences
unforgettable films like Qayamat Se Qayamat Tak,
Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikandar, Akele Hum Akele Tum,
and Jaane Tu... YaJaane Na.

With Ek Din, the duo returns to the romance genre,
sparking fresh excitement among fans. Their
coming together once again has heightened
curiosity, with audiences keen to witness the charm
they recreate on screen.

Produced under the banner of Aamir Khan
Productions, Ek Din stars Sai Pallavi and Junaid
Khan. The film is directed by Sunil Pandey and
produced by Aamir Khan, Mansoor Khan, and
Aparna Purohit. The film is set to release in
theatres on 1st May 2026.

wedding ceremony at the latter’s Mumbai residence on March 11, in the
presence of their close friends and family members. Now, a month after
their marriage, the actress has opened up about their love story and how she
decided thathe is the one.
Kritika on falling in love with Gaurav Kapur
Speaking to Miss Malini, Kritika Kamra spoke about how their relationship started
with friendship and shared, “People say friendship is very important in love. I
absolutely agree. It’s a great feeling to be with someone who feels like your best
friend."Kritika, while dismissing the idea that opposites attract, shared, “I think
you need more in common to enjoy someone’s company, to live with them and
understand them. Attraction doesn’t always consider that, but alignment is

S

important. Your heart and your head need to be aligned, it’s not just fun and .
games.” '
“I don’t know. We’ve never discussed who fell first. It kind of grew naturally. It |
started with a great friendship and instant chemistry, but the realisation that this i is
someone | want to be with for life took time. As the relationship evolved, that
happened almost simultaneously for both of us," Kritika added, revealing that
their relationship evolved over time and they never discussed who fell first.
More about Kritika and Gaurav’s wedding |
Kritika and Gaurav got married on March 11 in an intimate wedding setting with
their families and a close circle of friends in attendance. They had a registered
wedding at home. Kritika made her acting debut in 2007 with Yahan Ke Hu
Sikandar. In 2009, she played a singer, Arohi, in Kitani Mohabbat Hai opposite
Karan. She was then seen in Pyaar Ka Bandhan, Kitani Mohabbat Hai 2, and
Kuch Toh Log Kahenge.
Kritika Kamra on work front
In 2015, Kritika played a reporter, Ananya Kashyap, opposite Rajeev Khandelw
in Reporters. She was then seen as Princess Chandrakanta in Prem Ya Paheli =

Akshay Oberoi Reuniting With
Siddharth Anand In King: 'l Feel
More Confident; The Scale,

Discipline...

ctor Akshay Oberoi, who has reunited
with Siddharth Anand after two years for

angana Ranaut

Marks 20 Years In Bollywood, Shares Glimpses | £ X\ s Sha i e
Of First Portfolio That Helped Her Land Gangster i s b oo

film.Reflecting on their association, Akshay,
ctress Kangana Ranaut completed 20 years in the entertainment industry on who worked with the filmmaker in “Fighter,"
Tuesday.Commemorating the occasion, Kangana dropped a glimpse of her first portfolio expressed gratitude for being called back for
shoot on the Stories section of her Instagram handle.Kangana revealed that it was these another project.
pictures that helped her land her role in her debut movie, “Gangster".“Today I completed 20 years = Akshay said: “It’s been almost two years since
n the film industry, this is my first portfolio by @jatinkampani that landed me the role of Simran in Fighter, and collaborating with Sid again for

Gangster," wrote the ‘Queen’ actress on the photo-sharing app. King' feels very special. With him, there’s a
larking 2 decades of “Gangster" release, Kangana also uploaded a picture from her first magazine certain level of trust that already'ex1sts.. When'Sld
‘shoot.Made under the calls, I don’t ask too many questions, I just arrive,

because I know he will always look out for me as
an actor and make sure I'm in the right place
creatively."

“That’s exactly what happened with King as well.
He has this incredible ability to understand his
actors and bring out something new in them," he
added:Akshay said that working on Fighter
really strengthened his wings as an actor.

“The scale, the discipline, and the kind of
performance Sid expects from everyone pushes
you to grow. [ learned a lot during that film, and I
feel more confident stepping into King now."

He says that to him it feels like the journey that
began with Fighter has helped him evolve.

“I’'m thankful to Sid for trusting me again and
giving me another opportunity to be part of his
cinematic world."

Fighter released in 2024. It stars Hrithik Roshan,
Deepika Padukone, Anil Kapoor, Karan Singh
Grover, and Akshay Oberoi. The film follows
Shamsher Pathania as he fulfills his lifelong
dream and becomes a member of the Indian Air
Force. As he faces rigorous challenges, he must
rise above his own limitations to become a true
hero.

direction of Anurag Basu,

“Gangster" has been

. jointly produced by

Mahesh Bhatt and Mukesh

Bhatt of Vishesh Films.

The primary cast of the 2006
romantic thriller includes
Kangana, Emraan
Hashmi, and Shiney Ahuja
in lead roles.The music
from “Gangster", which
still remains fresh in the
memory of music lovers,
has been composed by
Pritam.Bobby Singh
looked after the camera
work of the drama, while Akiv Ali was the head of the editing department.

After a successful debut, Kangana went on to be a part of some exciting projects such as “Woh
Lamhe..." (2006), “Life in a... Metro" (2007), “Fashion" (2008), “Raaz: The Mystery Continues"
(2009), and “Once Upon a Time in Mumbaai (2010)".

In2011, she received a lot of praise for her comic timing in the movie “Tanu Weds Manu" (2011), co-
starring R Madhavan.Kangana went on to bag not one, but two consecutive National Film Awards
for ‘Best Actress’ for “Queen" in 2014 and “Tanu Weds Manu Returns" in 2015.

Following this, she went on to lead “Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi" in 2019 and “Panga" in

2020.
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MEA reacts to Dhaka's 'pushhack' remarks after BJP's Bengal
win, seeks faster repatriation of illegal Bangladeshi immigrants

New Delhi,
Agency: India on
Thursday said

Bangladesh's remarks
on alleged "pushback"
incidents must be
viewed in the context
of the repatriation of
illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants, while
urging Dhaka to expe-
dite pending national-

National

of the core issue of
the repatriation of
illegal Bangladeshis
from India. This obvi-
ously requires coop-
eration from
Bangladesh," Jaiswal
said.; He added that
more than 2,860
cases of nationality
verification were
pending with

ity verification cases.

Responding to remarks
made by Bangladesh for-
eign minister Khalilur
Rahman following the
BJP's victory in the West
Bengal assembly elections,
ministry of external affairs
spokesperson  Randhir

Jaiswal said India expects
cooperation from
Bangladesh on the issue.
"We have seen com-
ments of this nature being
made in the last several
days. These comments
must be seen in the context

Bangladesh, with sev-
eral awaiting clearance for
over five years. "We expect
that Bangladesh will expe-
dite nationality verification
so that the repatriation of
illegal immigrants can take
place in a smooth man-
ner," he said. The remarks

came after Bangladesh
home minister Salahuddin
Ahmed expressed hope
that people would not be
"pushed" into Bangladesh
after the BJP's victory in
assembly elections in bor-
dering Indian states. "I
hope no such incident
(push backs) will happen,"
Ahmed told reporters on
Wednesday when asked if
he feared a rise in cases
involving people suspected
to be illegal immigrants
being sent across the bor-
der from India. He, howev-
er, said the Border Guard
Bangladesh had been
asked to "remain alert"
along the frontier.

ISI-linked module busted: Delhi temple, military
camp, UP police statlons were on target hst
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Individuals challenging reli-
gious practices would break
all religions & courts: SC

New Delhi, Agency: The
Supreme Court on Thursday
expressed grave apprehension
over allowing individuals to
challenge religious practices
and said it would break every
religion and constitutional
court as thousands would clog
courts with PILs, based on self-
assessments of these customs,
to seek quashing the customs

in if a religious practice or cus-
tom violates the rights of an
individual. Justice Nagarathna
said, "If every individual is free
to approach the constitutional
court to question or challenge
religious practices and customs
in constitutional courts, what
will happen to our civilisation,
which is intrinsically linked to
religion?"

Justice Sundresh said, "In
such a scenario, every religion
and constitutional court will
break as thousands of individu-
als, with different views about
religion and religious practices,
will come to court clogging the

and norms.

The remark came from a
bench of CJI Surya Kant,
Justices B V Nagarathna, M M
Sundresh, A  Amanullah,
Aravind Kumar, A G Masih, P B
Varale, R Mahadevan and

year after the Pahalgam terror attack,
Pakistan's intelligence agency IST
allegedly plotted attacks on a historic
temple in Delhi, a popular dhaba on the wum
Delhi-Sonipat highway and a military ‘M

FGM inflicts injury, is

New Delhi, Agency: A
Dawoodi Bohra Muslim woman
on Thursday questioned the
denominational custom of female
genital mutilation (FGM) and
said the ritual inflicts bodily
injury and irreversible physical
and mental trauma on minor
girls, which is aviolation of her
health and dignity and an offence
under the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act.

Appearing for Masooma
Ranalvi, senior advocate Sidharth
Luthra told a nine-judge bench
led by CJI Surya Kant the FGM
ritual is performed on seven-
year-old girls, hence, there is no
question of the act being consen-
sual, and her parents cannot
protest as it could invite the wrath
of the religious head of the com-
munity, who could ex-communi-
cate them. The fear of ex-commu-
nication, which ranges from
social boycott to severance of all
economic and social ties with
other members of the communi-
ty, forcibly silences protest
against the ritual, Luthra said.

module, arrested by the Delhi Police Special Cell under its 'Gang Bust

Operation 2.0' from multiple states.

vidual's fundamental rights,
constitutional courts must step

camp in Haryana through operatives Joymalya Bagchi after senior system. A religious custom or

an Offence llndel' Pocso linked to the Shahzad Bhatti module, E adzocat}é Rajﬁ Ramachandran p};actice mayg be regressive
Boh inSC sources said on Friday. The alleged con- , _ said since the Constitution from the viewpoint of an indi-
onra woman In spiracy surfaced during the interrogation of nine suspected operatives of the | focuses on protecting an indi- vidual, and the same could be

an essential religious practice
for another.

New digital system to track every pregnan- Government starts free health
cy, ensure no mother or child is missed

New Delhi, Agency: In
a move that could change
how maternal and child
healthcare is delivered, the
Centre has launched a new
digital platform-JANANI
(Journey of Antenatal,
Natal and  Neonatal
Integrated Care)-to track
pregnancies, deliveries and
newborn care across the
country. A key feature is a
QR-based digital mother
and child health card, which
allows doctors to access
medical records instantly-
even if the patient moves to
another state. This is
expected to help migrant
families, who often lose con-
tinuity of care.

The platform, developed

A\

as an upgraded version of
the government's
Reproductive and Child
Health (RCH) portal-which
tracks pregnancies, deliver-
ies and child health-creates
a longitudinal digital health
record for every woman
during her reproductive
years, covering the full cycle
from pregnancy and deliv-

ery to postnatal and new-
born care, along with family
planning.

Unlike the earlier RCH
system, JANANTI offers real-
time tracking, QR-based
digital records and integra-
tion with other health pro-
grammes, allowing continu-
ous monitoring and timely
intervention.

check-ups for 40+ workers

New Delhi,
Agency: Union govt
on Thursday

launched a nation-
wide free annual
health checkup ini-
tiative for all workers
aged 40 and above
under the new labour
codes, which were notified
on Nov 21 last year. Labour
minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said the free
checkups will be conduct-
ed yearly across the coun-
try as "early detection
through health screenings
can help prevent serious
diseases, and treatment
and medicines will be pro-
vided through ESIC facili-
ties." He saidworkers

P

engaged in hazardous
occupations and those
working even in establish-
ments with fewer than 10
workers are being brought
under ESIC coverage. The
minister said provisions
for equal wages for men
and women have been
ensured, maternity leave
increased from 12 weeks to
26 weeks, and work-from-
home provisions for
women incorporated.

DY Chandrachud

'Not our policy': Government  Muslim law board rejects Centre's
on Canada spy agency clalms

New Delhi, Agency: Govt
on Thursday rejected a report
by Canada's intelligence agency
that claimed foreign interfer-
ence by India, saying India was
a democracy that adhered to
international norms and

respected the sovereignty of

other nations. The MEA said in
response to media queries that
India's position on this issue had
been clear and consistent and it
categorically rejected such base-
less imputations.

"It is not our policy to interfere
in issues of other countries. We
believe that any concerns of this
nature should be addressed
through established mecha-
nisms, rather than through pub-
lic or politicised narratives,"
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said. The report, however, had
acknowledged the threat to
Canada from Khalistani extrem-
ism, something that India has
repeatedly warned Ottawa
about. The official said India has
consistently spoken out about

concerns regarding the use of
Canadian territory as a safe
haven by extremist and sepa-
ratist elements.

"The CSIS (Canadian Security
Intelligence Service) assessment
acknowledges the presence of
supporters of the Khalistan sepa-
ratist movement in Canada and
notes that Canada-based
Khalistani extremist groups con-
tinue to pose a national security
threat not only to India but also
to Canada," Jaiswal said. "India
has repeatedly urged the
Canadian govt to take effective
action against antilndia extrem-
ist elements operating from its
soil," Jaiswal added.

move on 'Vande Mataram

Delhi,
India

New
Agency: All

Muslim Personal Law |®

Board on Thursday
rejected Union cabi-
net's decision to accord
"Vande Mataram" a sta-
tus equal to national
anthem "Jana Gana
Mana", make all six
stanzas of the song
compulsory and man-
date its recitation
before the national
anthem in govt and
educational  institu-
tions. In a statement,
the board said if the
govt does not immedi-
ately withdraw this
decision, AIMPLB will
be compelled to chal-
lenge it in court. AIM-
PLB has termed the
move "direct violation
of the basic spirit of
Constitution, religious
freedom, secular values
and historic decisions
® o

of the Constituent
Assembly". AIMPLB
spokesperson SQR Ilyas
said, "Cabinet's deci-
sion is not only uncon-
stitutional and unde-
mocratic, but also con-
trary to the religious
and cultural diversity
and constitutional
ethos of the country."
Ilyas said a secular state
cannot impose religious
concepts or beliefs of

|q'r
. 4

"Several stanzas of
'Vande Mataram' con-
tain invocations and
glorification of Goddess
Durga and other deities,
which are in direct con-
flict with the Islamic
doctrine of Tawheed
(absolute oneness of
God)." "Islam permits
worship only of Allah,
the One without part-
ner, and doesn't accept
any form of 'shirk'

to mediate in
Kapurs' dispute

New Delhi, Agency: Former
Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud has been roped in to
settle the high-profile property dis-
pute between late industrialist
Sunjay Kapur's mother Rani Kapur
and his wife Priya Kapur over the
family trust, tied to his Rs 30,000
crore estate. As they expressed
willingness  for  mediation,
Supreme Court on Thursday
appointed the ex CJI as mediator
and asked the parties to explore an
amicable settlement. "It is a family
dispute. Let it be confined among
the family only. It should not be a
source of entertainment," a bench
of Justices J B Pardiwala and Ujjal

one community upon (associating partners Bhuyan told them.
all citizens by force. with God)," Ilyas said
® o e & & & & I -3
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Maharana Pratap Jayanti

King Who Refused to Bow

Every year, Maharana Pratap
Jayanti is celebrated across India
with immense pride, particularly
in Rajasthan, where the leg-
endary Rajput ruler continues to
symbolize courage, sacrifice,
and unwavering patriotism. The
occasion commemorates the
birth anniversary of Maharana
Pratap, the fearless king of
Mewar who resisted the expan-
sionist policies of the Mughal
emperor Akbar and became one
of the most respected warriors in
Indian history. Even centuries
after his death, his life remains a
shining example of self-respect,
determination, and loyalty to
one’s motherland.

Born on May 9, 1540, in
Kumbhalgarh Fort in present-
day Rajasthan, Maharana Pratap
was the eldest son of Maharana
Udai Singh II and Maharani
Jaiwanta Bai. From a young age,
he displayed extraordinary brav-
ery and leadership qualities. The
environment in which he grew
up was filled with tales of Rajput
honor, sacrifice, and resistance
against foreign domination.
These values shaped his charac-
ter and prepared him for the chal-
lenges that lay ahead.

Maharana Pratap ascended
the throne of Mewar in 1572 dur-

ing a period of political uncer-
tainty. At the time, much of
northern India had either been
conquered by the Mughal
Empire or had accepted Akbar’s
supremacy. Many Rajput rulers
entered into alliances with the
Mughals for political survival
and stability. However,
Maharana Pratap chose a differ-
ent path. He refused to surrender
his independence and rejected
Akbar’s repeated offers of sub-
mission and diplomacy.

This decision was not merely
political; it reflected his deep
commitment to freedom and
self-respect. For Maharana
Pratap, sovereignty was more
important than comfort or com-
promise. He believed that the
honor of Mewar could not be
traded for wealth, luxury, or
political favor. His refusal to
bow before Akbar turned him
into a symbol of resistance and
inspired generations of Indians.

One of the most famous chap-
ters in his life was the Battle of
Haldighati, fought on June 18,
1576. The battle took place
between the forces of Maharana
Pratap and the Mughal army led
by Raja Man Singh of Amber.
Although the Mughal army was
larger and better equipped,

Maharana Pratap fought with
unmatched courage and determi-
nation. The battle became leg-
endary for the bravery displayed
by the Rajput warriors and
Maharana Pratap’s loyal horse,
Chetak.

Chetak occupies a special
place in Indian folklore and his-
tory. During the battle, the horse
carried the injured Maharana
Pratap to safety despite being
seriously wounded. According to
popular accounts, Chetak leapt
across a river before collapsing
from exhaustion and injuries.
The story of Chetak symbolizes
loyalty and sacrifice, and it con-
tinues to be told to children
across the country.

Although the Battle of
Haldighati did not result in a
decisive victory for Maharana
Pratap, it was far from a defeat in
spirit. He refused to give up and
continued his struggle through
guerrilla warfare. He retreated
into the forests and hills of the
Aravalli region, from where he
launched attacks against Mughal
forces and gradually regained
large parts of Mewar.

The years following the battle
were marked by immense hard-
ship. Maharana Pratap and his
family lived in forests, often sur-

viving with limited food and
resources. Stories from this peri-
od reveal the depth of his sacri-
fice. One famous incident
recounts how his children had to
eat bread made of grass because
of extreme poverty. Yet despite
these  hardships, Maharana
Pratap never accepted Mughal
domination.

His resilience eventually paid
off. By the later years of his
reign, he managed to recover
much of his kingdom, including
important territories such as
Gogunda, Kumbhalgarh, and
Udaipur. He rebuilt administra-
tion, strengthened defenses, and
restored economic activity in the
region. His leadership demon-
strated that determination and
courage could overcome even
the greatest challenges.

Maharana Pratap was not
only a warrior but also an able
administrator. He focused on the
welfare of his people and encour-
aged agriculture, trade, and local
governance. He understood that
the strength of a kingdom
depended not only on military
power but also on the prosperity
and unity of its people.

His respect for women and
civilians during warfare is also
noteworthy. Historical records

k.

and folk traditions describe him
as a ruler who maintained high
moral standards even during
conflict. He reportedly ensured
that non-combatants were pro-
tected and treated with dignity.
Maharana Pratap died on
January 19, 1597, due to injuries
sustained during a hunting acci-
dent. However, his legacy never
faded. In Rajasthan and across
India, he is remembered not sim-
ply as a king but as a symbol of
courage and patriotism.
Maharana Pratap Jayanti is
celebrated with processions, cul-
tural programs, speeches, and

e
educational events. Schools
organize essay competitions and
historical presentations to edu-
cate students about his life.
Temples and community organi-
zations hold special gatherings
where people pay tribute to the
warrior king.

In recent years, the celebra-
tion has also gained significance
in discussions about national
identity and cultural pride. Many
people view Maharana Pratap as
a representation of resistance
against oppression and the
importance of preserving dignity
under difficult circumstances.
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Among the many battles
fought in Indian history, the
Battle of Haldighati occupies a
unique and emotional place.
Fought on June 18, 1576,
between Maharana Pratap of
Mewar and the Mughal forces
led by Raja Man Singh, the
battle has become a symbol of
resistance, bravery, and sacri-
fice. Every year during
Mabharana Pratap Jayanti, peo-
ple revisit the story of this his-
toric conflict and remember
the courage of the Rajput war-
riors who fought against over-
whelming odds.

Celebrating Maharana Pratap Jayanti- History, Tradi

The origins of the battle lay
in the growing expansion of
the Mughal Empire under
Emperor Akbar. By the 1570s,
Akbar had succeeded in bring-
ing many Rajput kingdoms
under Mughal control through
diplomacy, military cam-
paigns, and alliances. Several
Rajput rulers accepted Mughal
supremacy and even entered
the imperial administration.
However, Maharana Pratap of
Mewar refused to submit.

Mewar held a special place
among Rajput states because
of its strong tradition of inde-

pendence and valor. Maharana
Pratap believed that accepting
Mughal rule would compro-
mise the honor and sovereign-
ty of his kingdom. Akbar made
several attempts to negotiate
with him through diplomatic
missions, but Maharana Pratap
remained firm.

As tensions increased, mil-
itary confrontation became
inevitable. The battlefield cho-
sen was Haldighati, a narrow
mountain pass in the Aravalli
range near Gogunda in pres-
ent-day Rajasthan. The area
got its name from the yellow-
colored soil that resembled
turmeric, known as “haldi” in
Hindi.

The Mughal army was
commanded by Raja Man
Singh of Amber and included
experienced soldiers, cavalry,
elephants, and  artillery.
Maharana Pratap’s forces were
comparatively smaller but
highly motivated. His army
included Rajput warriors, Bhil
tribal archers, and loyal chiefs
who believed deeply in the
cause of Mewar’s independ-
ence.

On the morning of June 18,
the battle began with intense
aggression from both sides.
Maharana Pratap personally
led his troops into combat, dis-
playing exceptional bravery.
Historical accounts describe

- Enduring Legacy of Gouraye

him wearing a blue-colored
armor and riding his famous
horse Chetak.

One of the most dramatic
moments of the battle involved
Maharana Pratap’s direct
attack on Raja Man Singh’s
elephant. According to tradi-
tional narratives, Chetak leapt
onto the elephant, allowing
Maharana Pratap to strike at
the commander. Though Man
Singh survived, the attack
became legendary and demon-
strated the extraordinary
courage of both horse and
rider.

Despite  their bravery,
Maharana Pratap’s forces
faced serious disadvantages.
The Mughal army was larger
and better equipped. As the
battle intensified, many Rajput
warriors sacrificed their lives
while defending their ruler and
homeland.

A significant figure in the
battle was Hakim Khan Sur, an
Afghan commander who
fought alongside Maharana
Pratap. His participation high-
lighted the broad support
Maharana Pratap received
from individuals who valued
independence and opposed
Mughal domination.

the most respected Rajput lineages. His
father, Maharana Udai Singh II, founded
the city of Udaipur after the fall of
Chittorgarh to Mughal forces.From child-
hood, Maharana Pratap received training
in warfare, horse riding, and administra-
tion. He grew up listening to stories of
Rajput bravery and sacrifice, which
shaped his strong sense of duty toward his

most significant cultural and historical
observances in India, especially in
Rajasthan. The occasion honors the birth
anniversary of Maharana Pratap, the leg-
endary ruler of Mewar who became a
symbol of bravery, sacrifice, and resist-
ance against foreign domination. Every
year, people from different communities
gather to celebrate his life and legacy
through cultural programs, processions,
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educational events, and tributes.The cele-
bration is not only about remembering a
historical figure but also about honoring
values such as courage, patriotism, and
self-respect. Maharana Pratap’s story has
inspired generations of Indians, and his
birth anniversary continues to evoke feel-
ings of pride and admiration.Maharana
Pratap was born on May 9, 1540, at
Kumbhalgarh Fort in Rajasthan. He
belonged to the Sisodia dynasty, one of
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kingdom.

After becoming ruler of Mewar in
1572, Maharana Pratap faced increasing
pressure from the Mughal emperor Akbar.
Many Rajput rulers accepted Mughal
authority during this period, but
Maharana Pratap refused to compromise
the independence of MewarHis resistance
led to the famous Battle of Haldighati in
1576. Though the battle did not produce a
decisive military victory for Mewar,
Maharana Pratap’s courage and determi-
nation earned him lasting respect.

Maharana Praiap Jayanti

Maharana Pratap Jayanti is not
merely a historical observance; it is a
celebration of courage, honor, sacri-
fice, and the enduring spirit of Rajput
valor. Across Rajasthan and many
parts of India, people gather to pay
tribute to one of the country’s great-
est warrior kings, whose determina-
tion and patriotism made him a leg-
endary figure in Indian history.

The Rajput tradition has long been
associated with bravery and loyalty,
and Maharana Pratap remains one of
its brightest symbols. His life reflect-
ed the ideals of honor, independence,
and duty toward one’s people. In an
era marked by political conflict and
imperial expansion, he chose resist-
ance over submission and hardship
over compromise.

Born in 1540 at Kumbhalgarh
Fort, Maharana Pratap belonged to
the Sisodia dynasty of Mewar. The
Sisodias were known for their fierce
independence and refusal to surren-
der their sovereignty. From child-
hood, Maharana Pratap was trained in
horse riding, sword fighting, military
strategy, and statecraft.

Stories about his childhood often
describe his physical strength, fear-
less personality, and sense of justice.
These qualities later defined his lead-
ership during one of the most chal-
lenging periods in Mewar’s history.

When he became ruler in 1572,
the Mughal Empire under Akbar was
rapidly expanding. Many Rajput
rulers accepted Mughal authority to
secure political stability and econom-
ic benefits. However, Maharana
Pratap believed that the independ-
ence of Mewar was sacred and could
not be compromised.

His refusal to submit was rooted
in Rajput ideals of honor and self-
respect. For Rajputs, personal dignity

and loyalty to one’s kingdom were
considered more valuable than mate-
rial wealth or political power.
Maharana Pratap embodied these
principles completely.

The Battle of Haldighati became
the defining moment of his struggle.
Though the battle did not produce a
clear victory for Mewar, it immortal-
ized Maharana Pratap as a symbol of
courage. His willingness to fight
against a much larger army inspired
admiration even among his oppo-
nents.

Rajput valor is often associated
with  battlefield heroism, but
Maharana Pratap’s greatness extend-
ed beyond combat. His years of
struggle in forests and mountains
showed emotional strength and
endurance. He endured poverty, sepa-
ration from comfort, and constant
danger without abandoning his prin-
ciples.

One famous story from this period
involves his family suffering from
hunger while living in exile.
According to folklore, his daughter
once cried after a wild animal
snatched away a piece of bread made
from grass flour. The story reflects
the difficult conditions faced by the
royal family. Yet Maharana Pratap
remained determined to continue his
struggle for freedom.

The support he received from
ordinary people also demonstrated
the trust and respect he inspired.
Farmers, tribal communities, war-
riors, and loyal chiefs stood beside
him during difficult times. The Bhils
of the Aravalli region became valu-
able allies in his resistance against
the Mughals.

Maharana Pratap’s relationship
with the Bhils is an important aspect
of his legacy.



