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US, Iran Wei;ivivnsgBﬁ:w Talks US Wanted 20-Year Freeze On Iran's Nuke
Dreams, Tehran Was Ready For 5

On Thursday, 2 Venues In

Consideration: Report

) DUBAI. (Agency) amid disagreement, the US and Iran mayransitpointfor globalenegy supplieghat Phones were reportedly not allowed in the
) Wash_lngton. (Agency) A disagreement oveiTehran's nuclear closethedealonatwelve-and-a-half-year Iran has d&ctively blocked, but the US has main room, forcing delegatesjncluding

After failed talks in Islamabad, a new round of activities was the central sticking point in suspensionon uranium enrichment.The vowed to reopen -- as well as internationalUS Vice President)D Vanceand Iranian

negotiations between the US and Iran may be heldthe weekend negotiations between Iran andieekend meeting to resolve the conflictsanctionson TehrannewsagencyReuters ParliamentarSpeakeMohammadBager

R

later this week, before the two-week ceasefire the United Stes in PakistanWashington

between the US and Iran was the first directeported,quotingsourcesPertheagency  Qalibaf,to stepout during breaksto relay

between the two warring nations endlscording to
US media reports, President Donaldump has
shown a willingness to resume in-person negotiat

has proposed a 20-year freeze on Iran'sncounterbetweenWashington
uranium enrichmentin its proposal,but andTehranin more than a decad
Tehran said it could only agree to do it forand the most senior engagemsg

messages back home.

"There was a strong hope in the middle
of the talks that there would be a

soon if he believe$ehran is ready to submit to his five years, according to reports Bige New

since lIran's 1979 Islamig
Revolution.However the

breakthrough and the two sides
would reach an agreement. However

demands.\&shington andehran are weighing new  YorkTimes and th&Vall Sreet Journal.
in-person negotiations in a bid to reach a deal aimeder reports, the Unitedtsies and Iran impasse onTehran's nuclea
at ending their six-week war before the ceasefire exchanged proposals on the suspension @fctivities ended the Islamaba
expires orpril 21, Associated Press reported, citing Iranian nuclear activities during the talks, but oficials said the
sources.Three sources told #raerican agency that Islamabad talks, but remain far apart on thelialogue was still alive, andg
discussions were still underway about a new round of length of any agreementTehran has there may be a path to a peal
talks, while a diplomat from one of the mediating proposed suspending uranium enrichmendeal, even as the US militar
countries went further to s&ghran andashington for up to five years -- an f&fr theTrump began its blockade of Iranial
have agreed to it.It's unclear if the same level of administration rejected, insisting on 20ports on Mondaythreatening a
delegation would be expected to attend, the diplomatyears, the NYTreported, quoting two nearly week-old cease
and US diicials said. According to the report, senior Iranian difcials and one US fitial. fire.Officials told theWSJ that
Islamabad and Geneva are two of the possiblghe development marked a major shift fromthey were discussing a secorit
locations being discussed for the new round of the DonaldTrump administration's earlier round of face-to-face talks but
talks.AUS oficial said that venue and timing had not  demands thatTehran permanently end provided no details.

been decided, but the talks could happeursday domestic enrichment amid concerns WhatHappenedn Islamabad

This came aftefrump told reporters earlier on Monday could provide a
that "we've been called by the other side" and "they weapons capability
wanttowork a deal."

Islamabad @lks

The United &tes and Iran ended 21 hours of face-to-
face talks in Islamabad on Sunday without reaching a
deal, leaving the fate of the fragile, two-week
ceasefire still uncleaiThe US delegation, led by
Vance, and the Iranian delegation, led by parliament
Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, had discussed
how to advance a ceasefire already threatened by
deep disagreements and lIsrael's continuesthet
against the Iran-backed Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Among the slew of issues at stake was thraitSof
Hormuz, a major transit point for global eggr
supplies that Iran hasfettively blocked but the US|
has vowed to reopen, as well as Iran's nuclear
programme and international sanction3ehnran.

"There was a strong hope in the middle of the talks that
there would be a breakthrough and the two sides
would reach an agreement. Howekings changed
within no time," a Pakistani government source told
Reuters.

DNA Explained: From gold
stacks to rare earth bans -
China's wartime economy

things changed within no time," a
Pakistani government source
said.The talks reportedly stretched
for more than 20 hoursWhen
discussions turned to guarantees,
both non-aggression assurances anc
sanctions relief, the tone of the
normally mild-mannered Iranian
foreign minister Abbas Araghchi
grew sharpethe two Iranian sources
told Reuters.The sources quoted him
as saying, "How can we trust you
hen, in the last Geneva meeting, you saic
he U.S. would not attack while diplomacy

inside Islamabad's luxury Serena Hotel, the
talks unfolded across two separate wing

; ’ . and one common area — one for the U o h
pathway to nucleakpartfromTehran's uranium enrichment, theside, one for the Iranians and one forvas underway?'The US-Israeli attack on

Iran began two days after the two sides helc

other major issues at stake were thgjateral meetings involving Pakistani - r
aprevious round of talks in Geneva.

According to political scientist lan Bremmer opening of the SBait of Hormuz-- a major mediators.

Pakistan Weighs 'All Options' To
Repay $3 Billion UAE Loan

World.(Agency)

We are not bound by what they
agree to': Hezbollah on
Lebanon-Israel talks in US

World.(Agency)

The Lebanese militant group Hezbollah will not abide
er by any agreements that may result from the direct
Lebanon-Israel talks in the Unitedta$es,
negotiations it firmly opposes, a senior Hezbollah
East, topics of discussionswould official said MondaywVafig Safa, a high-ranking
have included global trade member of Hezbollah's political council, spoke
imbalances and artificial intelligence. the eve of the talks expectedifashington betweer
Now the impact from the conflict, Lebanese and Israeliambassadors to the US It wi
andthe major 0|| and Supplyshock the fII’St t|me in decades that enVOyS fl’0m Lebar
that resuted, will domirate the and Israel, which do not have diplomatic relations,
gathering. meet face-to-face in direct talks."As for the
Pakistan still plans to return to global Outcomes of this negotiation between Lebanon and
bond markets this year by issuif the Israeli enemywe are not interested in or
eurobonds for the first time after|a concerned with them atall,” Safa tdldeAssociated
four-yeargap Aurangzetsaid. Press."W& are not bound by what they agree to,”

"It is going to be a combination aof
creditorsWe're very committed to pay eurobonds, Islamic sukuks and dollz

US-Israeli attack on Iran at the end ofpeoplefamiliarwith thematter

Pakistan is considering financing from February Pakistanhad solid buffers Backto GlobalMarkets

both countries and banks as options tdoth on the fiscal side and foreign The finance ministeris in Washington
exchangesthe finance minister said,
expressing his confidence in the
country's &ility to pay badk its

for the IMF andWorld Bank spring
meetings this week, along with oth
economychiefs and central bankers.

Before the conflict in the Middle

help maintain foreign-exchange
reservdevelsamidsoaringoil prices,
Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb said, after the United

Arab Emirates asked for the fu
repayment of a $3 billion loan.Th
South Asian country this month
failed to reach an agreement with t
UAE to roll over the debt for the firs
time in seven years, adding press
on external bdérs at a time when thq
economyis gettinghit by the fallout
from the conflict in the Middle
East."Whateverwe needto cover
will be a combination of man
sources," including commercial
options and bilateral lenders,

a

move Aurangzeb told Bloomberg in and ensure there are other resourcesettled rupee-linked bonds," he sa
Washington on Monday. "We're available to keep our reserves at theadding that the country will go aheg
WORLD.(Agency) looking a al options" he said, right place,” he said.Aurangzeb with requests for proposals in the ne

Most countries wait for a recession before they start gecliningto providefurtherdetails.
preparing. China is not one of theifhe world's | The country's foreign-exchange
second-lagest economy has already started moving (eserves stood at $16.4 billion as
money dumping US bonds, and stacking gditiat
tells you something important about what is coming.

The trigger is thetBait of Hormuz. Peace talks between
the US and Iran collapsed in Pakistan. Now the
blockade has entered a second phEsis.time, it is
America doing the blockingTrump has started
stopping ships going in and out of Irdine real taget
is not Iran. It is China.China had a deal that worked.
Iran kept selling its oil even after ther&t closed.

declined to comment on whether therefew days to appoint lead managers

are ongoing discussionswith China all three types of issuance.
ofandSaudiArabiafor financialsupport. “We think this is the right time to actuall
March 27, enough to cover close toBloombeg Newsreportedearlierthat look into all of these options as we ¢
three monthsof imports. Beforethe such talks were taking place, citingforward," he said.

US-Sanctioned Tanker Linked To China Tests
China paid, and Iran used that money to fund the war Trump BIOCkude WiTh HormUZ TrunSit

SoAmerica decided to break that supply chdine WASHINGT ON.(Agency) _
blockade is designed to cuf @hina's oil access and A US-sanctioned tanker linked to Chinalargest oil

added in a rare interview with international medja.
He spoke next to a cemetery as an Israeli drone
buzzed overhead.
Historic negotiations at a sensitive time
Lebanese dicials are looking to broker a ceasefire |n
the lIsrael-Hezbollah war in the US talks.Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, meanwhile,
has said the goal is Hezbollah's disarmament and a

challenge vessels tied to the world'sblockade came into effect. Trump's
importer.The global threats and the start of the blockade

squeeze its econon@hina's central bank, the is making its way through ther&it of ~ shipping community and energy have sparked alarm among Asian .

People's Bank of 2China (PBOC), has pulled over 1 Hormuz, testing President Donald traders have been on edge sifaemp  nations that rely heavily on Middle | Potential peace agreement between Lebanon jand
illi f its fi ial . Ei Trump's naval blockade.Richa®ry, a announced a naval blockade of IranEastern energy and fuel exports. Israel. Shosh Bedrosian, a spokesperson |for
trillion yuan out of its financial system. First came p - Y, - Netanyahu said Monday that there will be ho

medium-range tanker earlier known asbeginning on Monday at 10 a.m. New China'sForeignMinister WangYi has
means commercial banks have less money to lendFull Star, was blacklisted by York time, leaving them scrambling to urged global stakeholderso pushfor
Borrowing becomes hardéFhat keeps inflation in.  Washington in 2023 for helpirighran understand the fine print. Most of thosepeace talks between Tehran and
check and saves firepower for when the crisis €v/ade engy sanctions. Itis not clear reached by Bloombgr across the Washington,accordingto a readout
actually hits.China has also cut its Ti@asury bond on this occasion whether it visited Middle East and\sia said they would releasedby Beijing on Monday The
holdings tojﬁst 694 billion dollarhat is the lowest Iranian ports before its transit, or is pause moves until the detail of the U‘SRICh Starry hasindicatedit is sailing
level in 20 vears. In 2013. China held 1.317 billion S&7Ying cago.This exit from the blockade - intended to restrict Iran'sunder a Malawi flag, but the
dollars in U)é bonds. It has nearly halved thathe Persian Gulfis a second attempt for thecapacity to sell its oil - was landlockedAfrican nationhassaidit
h - : Yy carrier in less than 24 hours. Just as thelearAnothertankertheElpis,headed has no dicial registry for oceangoing
same time, China now holds 2,313 tonnes of gold p5ckade came into fefct, Rich Sarry  into the Gulf of Oman via the strait just ships.Rich &rry is ownedy Full Sar |  commercial areas of central Beirut.
worth 343 billion dollars. It bought over 300 tonnes \yas making its way into the narrow asthe blockadebegan.Ship-tracking ~ Shipping Ltd., which shares the samé\nd though the US-Iran talks broke up without an
injustthe last 17 months. waterway near Iran's Qeshm IslandplatformsKpler and Vortexaindicate contact details as Shanghai Xuanrun agreement, Safa said Hezbollah has been informed
' and turned back - only to restart its exitthat Elpis had docked at an Iranian portShpg. Co. Ltd., maritime databasg that Iran “was able to obtain a cessation of attacks" in
Be cureful. Inﬂuen(er S just hours latebroadcasting that it has in the gulf before attempting to passEquasis shows. A call made to | the entire administrative region of Beiruebanon's
. a Chinese owner and crefhis is a through l—éormuz.hNo v%ssels with tht_sll_r S?ﬁngkr]]a)(uanrurﬂ%not_getth&qug?, caital, including Beirut's southern suburbs -
safety mechanism frequently used bytransponders on have been seen sailingghile thecompanydidn'timmediately - i .
hUSbund warns US Iumeker vessgls, but will testqus rgsolve toy}nto the Persian Gulf since the respondoanemailed. Hezbollah-strong area known as Dahiyeh
Eric Swalwell amid sex
scandal
World.(Agency)
Amid a massive controversy over multiple sexual

North Korea's Kim Jong Un oversees new
sl il missile tests from advanced warship

husband of one of the accusers has issued a strong
Yéarnlng, saying any attempt by Swalwell to SEOUL.(Agency) nuclear armament of his navy After _ _
isparage” his wife would lead to further legal North Korean leader Kim Jong Un Sundays tests, he said his governmentrelaunchedin June after repairs, but
trouble.Adam Parkhomenko, husband of influencer sypervised more missile tests from hisremained focused on the “limitless outsideexpertshave questionedwvhether
Ally Sammarco, who accused Swalwell of sending prized new warship over the weekend, statexpansion” of its nuclear forces and issuedt’s fully operational.fate media say a
explicit content and engaging in persistent, unwantedmedia saidluesdayas he pledged to boost unspecified new tasks to sharpen thehird destroyerunderconstructionat the
contact, said he wishes the congresssiamily well the navys operational capabilities with his country’s nuclear attack and rapid-
and hopes he seeks help....If Eric Swalwell or hisgrowing collection of nuclearcapable response capabilities. He also reviews
attorney makes a single statement that disparages mweapons.NortlKoreas official newspaper plans for the weapons systems for his thi
wife, | will be filing a lawsuit against him,” Rodong Sinmun said Kim on Sunday and fourth destroyers currently being buil
Parkhomenko said, adding, “I've already made clearobservedthe launchesof two strategic Rodong Sinmun said.Kim has hailed th
that if he believes anything I've said is untrue, he cruisemissilesandthreeanti-shipmissiles development of the Choe Hyon as a maj
should sue me |mmed|até1Me further warned from his 5,()_00-t0n-c!assdestro_ye,r the step toward eXpa_ndlng_the Ope_r;atlon
Swalwell, who was a leading Democratic candidate ChoeHyon, first unveiledin April 2025. reach and preemptive strike capabilities §§
for California governarto “be very careful about The cruise missiles flew for more than twohis military State media say the warship i
what he chooses to say” and called on him to resignhours and the anti-ship missiles for mqregje5|gr_1ed to carry a range of syste = ngto
from Congress.Sammarco is amongd four women whothan 30 minutes along pre-set trajectoriesncluding anti-air and anti-ship weapons & demand for denuclearization as a
9 ) : ; 9% over the countrg western seas before well as nucleacapable ballistic and cruise precondition.
came forward on Friday with allegations of sexual accurately striking their taets, the missiles. South Korean fidials and N hi donth 5 Russia has b forei i -
misconduct against Swalwell. She said she initially y st g gets, o I e e it amposhipyardon the country’s western Russia has been a top foreign policy priority
connected with him over a political discussion. but."€WsPaper said. experts say the vessel was likely built withcoastis expectedo be completedoy the  for Kim in recent years, with North Korea
h p » DUpe KoreanCentralNewsAgency another Russian assistance amid deepeninguling Workers’ Party’s founding sending thousands of troops andgéar
the conversation gradually took a personal turn. state outlet, published photos of Kim andmilitary ties, but some experts questionanniversaryn OctoberThelatestaunches weaponsshipmentsto supportMoscow's
According to her Swalwell frequently messaged her oiherseniorofficials watchingfrom apier ~ whether its ready for active service. from the Choe Hyon add to a recent run ofnvasionof Ukraine.He hasalsodeepened
late at night, often while drinking, complimented her 55 5 projectile trailed gray smokewhile North Korea unveiled a second destroyer ofveaponstestsas North Korea pushesto  ties with China, the Nortk'traditional ally
appearance, and suggested meeting in person. Shgcingawayfromthewarship. the same class in May last yelant it was expandts nuclearcapabldorcestargeting and economic lifeline, and voiced support
alleged that he sent selfies from bed or shirtlesgim had aiso supervised two rounds ofdamaged during a botched launch at theival SouthKoreaamidworseningiesand  for Beijing's push for a “multipolar world”
which later escalated to unsolicited explicit images, missile tests from the Choe Hyon lastnorthern port of Chongjin, prompting a a prolonged freeze in diplomacyNorth  during a meeting last week with Chinese
including photos of his genitals, accordingto CNN.  month while vowing to accelerate thefurious response from KinlThe country Korea conducted a series of tests last weekoreignMinisterWangYi.

i - - i L { - o

890 billion yuan.Then another 250 billionThis ceasefire with Hezbollah.Separately U.S.-Iran
peace talks held last weekend in Pakistam has
sought to include Lebanon in any ceasefira déits
own with the U.S. Israel and the U.S. have insisted
Lebanon would not be a part of it.Hours aftehran
and Washington announced a truce M&dnesday
Israel launched more than 100 strikes acrpss
Lebanon, including in densely packed residential and

a

later said the ship, named Kang Kon, waghatstatemediasaidinvolvedvariousnew
weapons systems, including ballistic
missiles armed with cluster-bomb
warheadswhile its seniorofficials issued
crude statementsidiculing SouthKorean
hopedorwarmenrelations.
Kim has suisperded meaningful dialogue
with  Washington and Seoul since the
f collapse of his diplomacy with U.S.
i President Donaldrump in 2019. He has
1 since adopted a hard-line stance towarc
South Korea, now defining it as his “most
hostile” adversanyand rejected U.S. fefrs
to resumetalks as Trump entered his
seconderm,urgingWashingtorto dropits
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Inside Noida Unrest: How WhatsApp Groups and

New Delhi: The recent la-
bour unrest in Noida is now
under investigation as a po-
tentially coordinated mobi-
lisation, with police point-
ing to a strong digital trail
involving WhatsApp groups,
QR codes and social media
networks.

According to officials in
Gautam Buddh Nagar, near-
ly 400 people have been ar-
rested so far. Investigators
say multiple social media
accounts and messaging
groups were created within
days of the protests, suggest-
ing a structured effort to mo-
bilise crowds.

Police Commissioner Laxmi
Singh said audio clips and
group messages circulating
online—some allegedly call-
ing for confrontation with
police—are being examined,
though their authenticity is
yet to be independently veri-
fied. An Instagram group

participants to carry items
such as chilli powder.

Officials highlighted the use
of QR codes to rapidly add
members to closed What-
sApp groups, enabling fast,
coordinated communication
while maintaining anonym-

QR Codes F

chat is also under scrutiny
for messages encouraging

—dm

ity—an indicator, they say, of
organised planning.

CCTV footage reviewed by
investigators shows masked
individuals damaging cam-
eras and public property,
pointing to possible premed-
itation.

Authorities are analysing
the footage to identify those

involved and reconstruct
events. The probe has ex-
panded to examine possible
funding sources and any ex-
ternal links behind the mo-
bilisation.

Amid the unrest, the Gov-
ernment of Uttar Pradesh
announced a hike in mini-
mum wages effective 1 April

ueled Worker Protf:sts

-
| =
- o— al g

In Noida and Ghaziabad,
unskilled workers will now
receive 313,690 per month,
while  semi-skilled and
skilled workers will earn
315,059 and 16,868, respec-
tively.

Chief Minister Yogi Adity-
anath urged strict compli-
ance with labour laws, stress-

ing timely wages, overtime
pay, weekly leave and work-
place safety.

Investigators say the case re-
flects a shift towards digitally
coordinated protests, where
mobilisation is  increas-
ingly driven through online
networks rather than on-
ground organisation alone.

DVC CTPS Marks Ambedkar’s 135th Birth
Anniversary with Procession, Tributes

Chandrapura: Damodar Valley Corporation’s Chan-
drapura Thermal Power Station (CTPS) celebrated the
135th birth anniversary of B. R. Ambedkar with enthusi-
asm, organizing a series of commemorative events.

The celebrations began with a morning Prabhat Pheri from
the main gate, followed by a tribute ceremony at Ambed-
kar’s statue near the EDCL office. Participants raised the
call of “Run for Equity” while offering floral tributes.
Chief General Manager and Project Head Ramkumar An-
ubhavi highlighted Ambedkar’s visionary leadership, stat-
ing that his ideas continue to guide India’s progress. Senior
General Manager (O&M) Avijit Ghosh urged citizens to
follow Ambedkar’s principles of equality and social jus-
tice.

The management also paid homage at the Ambedkar Bha-
wan within the premises. The event witnessed participation
from hundreds of attendees, including officials, employees,
and local residents.

Bokaro Steel Plant Marks Ambedkar Jayanti
with Tributes, Cultural Showcase

Bokaro: B. R. Ambedkar was remembered with rever-

ence at the Bokaro Steel Plant on his birth anniversary, as
a series of commemorative events highlighted his enduring
legacy of equality and social justice.

The day began with a floral tribute at Ambedkar’s statue in
Sector-4D, led by Director-in-Charge Priya Ranjan, along-
side senior officials. Participants reaffirmed their commit-
ment to upholding Ambedkar’s ideals of justice, equality,
and fraternity in both personal and professional life.
Addressing the gathering, Ranjan underscored Ambedkar’s
transformative contributions to education, social reform,
and constitution-making, noting that his vision continues to
guide the nation toward inclusivity and progress. The cel-
ebrations concluded with a cultural evening at the Bokaro
Club, where Bhilai-based group “Shipra Communication”
staged a “Sound and Light Show” depicting Ambedkar’s
life, struggles, and values, drawing appreciation from a

Bihar Political Shake-Up: Nitish Kumar Steps
Down, Samrat Choudhary Set to Be CM

Patna: In a dramatic po-
litical development, Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar stepped down from his
post on Tuesday, triggering
a leadership transition in
the state. He visited the Raj
Bhavan and submitted his
resignation to Governor Syed
Ata Hasnain, who accepted it
and asked him to continue as
caretaker Chief Minister until
anew government is formed.
Announcing his decision on
social media, Kumar said a
new administration would
soon take charge of Bihar’s
governance. He extended
his support to the incoming
leadership and thanked the
people for their cooperation
in the states development
journey.

Samrat Choudhary Emerg-
es as BJP’s Choice

Soon after the resignation,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
moved swiftly to elect its new
leader. Senior BJP MLA Sam-
rat Choudhary was unani-
mously chosen as the legisla-
ture party leader at a meeting
in Patna, clearing the path for

him to become the next Chief
Minister.

Union Minister Shivraj Sin-
gh Chouhan, appointed as
the party’s central observer,
confirmed that Choudhary’s
name received unanimous
backing from party legisla-
tors.
Government
Underway
Choudhary’s leadership is
expected to be formally en-
dorsed at a joint meeting of
NDA legislators in the Cen-
tral Hall of the state legisla-
ture. Following this, he is set

Formation

to approach the Governor to
stake claim to form the new
government.

The political shift comes
shortly after Nitish Kumar
dissolved his Cabinet and
transitioned to the Rajya
Sabha, marking a signifi-
cant change in Bihar’s power
structure.

‘Sacred Responsibility’:
Choudhary Responds
Reacting to his selection,
Samrat Choudhary expressed
gratitude to the BJP leader-
ship for entrusting him with
the responsibility. He de-

scribed the role as a “sacred
opportunity” to serve Bihar
and pledged to work with
dedication to drive the state’s
progress.

Choudhary also reaffirmed
his commitment to advanc-
ing Bihar under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

Oath Ceremony Likely Soon
The swearing-in ceremony
of the new Chief Minister is
expected to take place as ear-
ly as tomorrow, marking the
beginning of a new political
chapter in Bihar.

Modi—Trump 40-Minute Call After US-Iran
Ceasefire, Focus on Keeping Hormuz Open

L -
New Delhi: In a significant diplomatic outreach, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and US President Donald Trump
held a nearly 40-minute phone conversation on Tuesday,
marking their first interaction since the recent US-Iran
ceasefire.

Focus on West Asia and Strategic Routes

The two leaders discussed the evolving situation in West
Asia, with a strong emphasis on maintaining regional stabil-
ity. Both sides highlighted the critical importance of keep-
ing the Strait of Hormuz open and secure, given its central
role in global oil supply and international trade.

Renewed Push for Bilateral Cooperation

Following the call, PM Modi described the discussion as
constructive and forward-looking. He noted that both na-
tions reviewed progress in multiple sectors and reaffirmed
their commitment to strengthening the India-US Compre-
hensive Global Strategic Partnership.

“We are committed to further deepening cooperation across
all areas,” the Prime Minister stated, signalling continued
alignment between New Delhi and Washington.

US Briefs India on Middle East Developments
According to US envoy Sergio Gor, President Trump shared
detailed updates on the latest developments in the Middle
East during the conversation. He also touched upon key
ongoing engagements between India and the United States.
Personal Diplomacy on Display

In a notable personal gesture, PM Modi conveyed a warm
message to President Trump, saying, “People of India love
you,” underscoring the cordial rapport between the two
leaders.

Geopolitical Context

The high-level call comes at a crucial time, as global at-
tention remains fixed on West Asia following the ceasefire
between Washington and Tehran. With tensions easing but
uncertainties lingering, major powers are closely monitor-
ing the region — particularly the security of vital maritime
trade routes.

The conversation signals continued India-US coordination
on global security issues, even as both countries look to ex-
pand strategic and economic ties.

Dhanbad’s Chandan Pal Wins Big at

large audience of employees and their families.

CCL Headquarters Pays Tribute to Ambedkar

Ranchi: Central Coalfields
Limited marked the birth an-
niversary of B. R. Ambedkar
with a solemn tribute cer-
emony at its headquarters,
drawing participation from
senior officials, employees,
and trade union representa-
tives.

The event saw active involve-
ment from SC, ST & BC
Coordination Council, CI-
STEA, and the OBC Council.
Floral tributes were offered at
Ambedkar’s statue after the
ceremonial lamp-lighting.

CMD  Nilendu  Kumar
Singh, along with Director
(Finance) Pawan Kumar
Mishra, Director (Techni-
cal/Operations) ~ Chandra

on Birth Anniversary

Shekhar Tiwari,
(Planning & Projects) Anup
Hanjura, and CVO Pankaj

Director

Kumar, attended as chief

guests.

Addressing the gathering,
Singh highlighted Ambed-
kar’s pivotal role in shaping a
Constitution that guarantees
equality, dignity, and oppor-
tunity for all. He urged em-
ployees to uphold the values
of education, awareness, and
social justice in nation-build-
ing.

The ceremony concluded
with a collective pledge by
attendees to imbibe Ambed-
kar’s ideals and contribute to
organizational and societal
progress.

Jharkhand Imaging Expo 2026

Dhanbad: Emerging photographer Chandan Pal from
Dhanbad made his district proud by clinching second place
in the photojournalism category at the Jharkhand Imaging
Expo 2026, held in Ranchi. The three-day national-level
event concluded at the Harivansh Tana Bhagat Indoor Sta-
dium in Khelgaon, drawing participation from photogra-
phers across the country.

In a highly competitive field, Shantanu from Kolkata
bagged the top honour, while Peterson Baskey of Pakur se-
cured third place. Chandan Pal’s compelling entry stood out
for its strong visual narrative, earning him recognition from
the jury. He was felicitated at the closing ceremony with a
memento, certificate, and cash prize.

A seasoned professional, Chandan Pal runs “Chandan Stu-
dio” in Dhanbad and has been actively engaged in photog-
raphy for several years. Known for his sharp eye in pho-
tojournalism and event coverage, his work often captures
powerful social, cultural, and news-driven moments.

He has previously earned accolades at several regional and
state-level competitions. His latest achievement has sparked
pride among the local photography community, reinforcing
the idea that talent from smaller towns can make a mark on
the national stage through dedication and craft.

I T-ISM Dhanbad Celebrates Ambedkar Jayanti

Dhanbad: IIT (ISM) Dhanbad celebrated Ambedkar Jayanti
with enthusiasm at the GJLT Auditorium, bringing together
students, faculty, and staff to honour the legacy of B. R.
Ambedkar.

The event’s highlight was the address by chief guest Sunny
Raj, who described Ambedkar as a global icon whose vision
transcends borders. He noted that despite India’s progress,
challenges such as social inequality and lingering untouch-

ability still persist.

Modi Launches Delhi-Dehradun Economic Corridor, Flags Big Push

News Desk: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
inaugurated the Delhi-Deh-
radun Economic Corridor,
calling it a transformative
project set to accelerate de-
velopment in Uttarakhand
and the wider northern re-
gion.

Growth Engine for Uttara-
khand

Describing the corridor as a
catalyst for progress, Modi
said the expressway would
inject fresh momentum into
Uttarakhand’s growth story
as it enters its 26th year of
statehood. He reiterated that
the state is poised to play a
defining role in India’s third
decade of the 21st century.
Massive Infrastructure Push
Highlighting the govern-
ments focus on infrastruc-
ture, the Prime Minister

over 12 lakh crore today. In
Uttarakhand alone, projects
worth more than 32.25 lakh
crore are currently underway.
Transforming the Delhi-
UP-Uttarakhand Belt

Modi pointed to rapid de-
velopment across the region,
including expansion of the

noted a sharp rise in annual
investments—from  under
32 lakh crore before 2014 to

Delhi Metro, metro connec-
tivity in Meerut, the launch of
Namo Bharat Rail, and pro-

gress on Noida International
Airport, underscoring the
scale of ongoing infrastruc-
ture expansion.

Faster Travel, More Jobs
Built at an investment of
around 312,000 crore, the
corridor is expected to cut
travel time and logistics costs
significantly, while generat-
ing employment for thou-
sands. Passing through key

for Growth & Connectivity

districts of Uttar Pradesh, it is
set to boost trade, warehous-
ing, and industrial activity.
“This is not just a road; it
opens new avenues of eco-
nomic opportunity, Modi
said.

Tourism Gets a Boost
Improved connectivity to
Dehradun, Haridwar, Rishi-
kesh, Mussoorie and the Char
Dham circuit is expected to

drive tourism. Modi said Ut-
tarakhand is fast emerging
as a hub for winter tourism,
adventure sports, and desti-
nation weddings, with rising
pilgrim footfall at key sites.

Balancing

and Ecology
The Prime Minister stressed
sustainable  development,
highlighting a 12-km elevat-
ed wildlife corridor designed

Development

to protect animal movement,
including elephants. He also
urged tourists to keep the re-
gion clean and plastic-free.
Cultural and Social Focus
Modi called for grand vyet
eco-friendly preparations for
the upcoming Kumbh Mela
in Haridwar and referenced
the Nanda Devi Rajjat Yatra
as a symbol of Indias living
heritage.
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PM, Kharge share light-hearted moment in
Parliament with handshake, smiles

A video that went viral showed the two political rivals sharing smiles and laughter at Prerna Sthal after paying tributes
to Dr BR Ambedkar, highlighting a rare moment of camaraderie despite their usual political differences.

cent of Parliament and Assembly seats for woman
leaders by 2029.
Emphasising that the legislation is in the interest of

New Delhi.(Agency) smiling at the moment.
The Prime Minister then continued greeting other

parliamentarians, staff, and security personnel at

[

rare and light-hearted moment between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and  thevenue. women, the Prime Minister described it as a
Congress president, Mallikarjun Kharge, WHATTHEYTALKEDABOUT collective responsibility.Kharge responded that

he would take a position after internal
consultations within his party.The
interaction took place ahead of a scheduled
parliamentary session from April 16 to 18,
during which the amendment bill is expected
to be introduced.
TRIBUTE TO BABASAHEB
AMBEDKAR
Earlier in the day, top leaders including Prime
Minister Modi, Vice President
Radhakrishnan, Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, and Kharge paid floral tributes to
Babasaheb Ambedkar at his statue within the
Parliament complex.Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju was also
present. Ambedkar, regarded as the chief architect
of the Indian Constitution and independent India’s
first Law Minister, is commemorated annually at
Parliament with large numbers of leaders and
citizens gathering to honour his legacy.

drew attention at Parliament premises on
Tuesday, as leaders gathered to pay tribute
to Dr BR Ambedkar, the chief architect of
the Constitution and the country’s first Law
Minister, on his 135th birth anniversary.

In a video that quickly went viral online, the
two political rivals were seen exchanging
smiles and laughter at Prerna Sthal after
offering floral tributes. The brief interaction
stood out against the backdrop of their usual
political differences, offering a glimpse of
camaraderie during a solemn national
occasion. J

The footage shows Prime Minister Modi first I
greeting Vice President and Rajya Sabha
Chairman CP Radhakrishnan before turning to
Kharge.As the two leaders shake hands, they share
a warm and animated exchange, breaking into
laughter. The interaction appeared relaxed and
cordial, with other leaders present also seen

Sources told India Today that during the
interaction, PM Modi also urged Kharge, the
Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha, to support
the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (Women's
Reservation Act 2023), paving the way for 33 per

3
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Most Ambedkar statues vandalised

under BJP rule, beautification plans
'misleading’: SP chief Akhilesh Yadav

Uttar Pradesh.(Agency)

On the occasion of Baba Saheb's 135th birth anniversary,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav launched a scathing attack
on the BJP, stating that most of the statues of B R Ambedkar were
vandalised during their rule.

He alleged that the party is now trying to imply a 'false message' by
releasing funds under the 'Dr Ambedkar Moorti Vikas Yojana'.

The BJP-led government has made a decision to release a budget of
Rs 403 crore for installing umbrellas over Ambedkar statues
installed in Uttar Pradesh and for other beautification works.

"During the last 10 years of the BJP government, the maximum
number of statues of Dr Ambedkar were broken, and those who are
going to break them are the same people who want to give a false
message before the elections by giving the budget. But the people
of Uttar Pradesh are wise and also wary of the conspiracies of the
BJP," the SP chiefsaid.

The Uttar Pradesh cabinet, under the chairmanship of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, has already approved the Dr B. R.
Ambedkar Murti Vikas Yojana, under which 10 memorials and
statues of great icons of social justice will be developed or
beautified in each assembly constituency, with a total expenditure
ofRs 403 crore.

Under this scheme, statues and memorials of great personalities
such as Babasaheb B. R. Ambedkar, Ravidas, Kabir, Jyotirao
Phule and Valmiki, among others, will be preserved, beautified,
and developed with basic infrastructure. This will help preserve the
legacy of social justice icons and connect the new generation with
their ideas.
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Y " L 1, Anne Marg in Patng, the official ~— ==
< residence of the Bihar Chief The relocation of Nitish Kumar from 1
< Anne Marg to 7 Circular Road—thougha |

<> Minister, became Synonymous with distance of a mere 100 meters—is far

& Nitish Kumar, who has served as from a routine move. Occurring as he

<> the administrative head of the state ~ assumeshisroleasa Rajya Sabha MPand
4 prepares to vacate the Chief Minister's

< for more than 20 years. However, office, this transition carries profound
% he will be moving to a new address ~ political and administrative weight,

S sionalli .. cn - Lo
_ o v e s chif gnalling a definitive shift in Bihar's
New Delhi.(Agency) e after his resignation. This shift in power dynamics,

In Bihar, 1 Anne Marg holds the *
significance of being the most powerful
address as it is the official residence of the
Chief Minister. It is considered that the state

X West Bengal Chief Minister and TMC 2( address marks a significant
3 supremo Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday <; litical and administrati
7 claimed that "logical discrepancy" is not & poiitical ana qamusirative
< . . Tl -

JC an officially recognised term under the J_  change in Bihar's political
. Election Commission framework. She <

<V> alleged that it was exclusively applied in 4 trajectory. adrllllin}ilstract}ilenf rl\l/}ns frorg 'thiS' burigahowy
4 the state during the SIR exercise to <= with the Chiet Minister being mvolved n

< benefitthe BJP. s
/> Addressing a poll rally at Pingla in <>
<> Paschim Medinipur district, Mamata <>
<> called on people to vote against the BJP, <>
<> saying it is the only way to take revenge
<> against the saffron party for "snatching
< away everything from you."The veteran

bureaucrats (IAS, IPS officers)
reporting to him. From framing policies
to taking major administrative actions,
every decision involved his direct
supervision.
Shifting to 7, Circular Road, after the
resignation as the Bihar CM, will reduce
Kumar’s role to a national and
legislative one rather than an executive

every decision-making.

CHANGE INPOWERAND ROLE

During his stay at 1 Anne Marg, for more than
two decades, Kumar functioned as the head
of the Bihar state, with all top Bihar

Without Congress backing, Women's

one. He will participate in debates, the
law-making procedure, and the
quotidian affairs of national politics;
however, he will not hold the authority
to control the everyday administration
of Bihar.This means that his direct
administrative authority has been reduced
significantly, even ifhis political importance
remains the same.

CM defends guarantees,
says Karnataka finances
are stronger than Centre’s

Says quarantees are also a kind of

e politician stated that she has not seen a

"dirty party" like the BJP.She alleged that <>

~Reservation Bill may hit roadblock. This is why

7 the BJP is holding ralli New Delhi. (Agency) indispensable.

g rallies at places that
ji have direct railway connectivity with ? NUMBERS THAT MATTER . .
& Uttar Pradesh and Bihar so that they can ,_ The Centre’s push to fast-track the Constitutional amendment In the Lok Sabha, the NDA holds 293 seats, while the Opposition

& . P ﬁleeltlionsh fac;:)s a sigfniﬁcantd political

A ] \ urdle: the absence of assured support
j; Rahul Gandhl Says hate' j; from the Congress-led Oppositi%lljl.A
& L <> special three-day session of Parliament |,
< ﬁlled thllll(lllg Of BJP‘RSS <> from April 16 to 18 has been convened to [
<> . oy 4o <> introduce amendments that would enable
< destr()yulg Cﬂnst[tut]()l] <> 33 per cent reservation for women in the
<> <> Lok Sabha and state assemblies before
< NEW DELHL.(Agency) <7 2029, instead of the current timeline linked
<> Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday <> ¢, p(;st-2027 Census delimitation.Prime |}
<> claimed that the “hate-driven ideology” of <>  Minister Narendra Modi has urged all
< the BJP .and the RSS is destroying the ft parties to back the move, calling for
<> Constitution, and alleged that the saffron <~ jmplementation in its “true spirit,” while the BJP has issued a
2; party is engaging in vote theft. whip to ensure full attendance.

bring in people from those states to fillup <
the venues. <>

The Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition made < 2;

has 240 and others 12.A Constitutional amendment requires a

two-thirds majority of members present and voting, which

translates to at least 364 votes if all
members participate.

\| This leaves the government well short of the
required mark without Opposition
backing.A similar gap exists when
considering the combined strength of both
Houses—Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha—where the NDA does not
independently command the supermajority
needed to amend the Constitution.

This places the spotlight squarely on
Congress and its allies. While Opposition

parties are wary of being seen as blocking women’s reservation,

they have raised substantive concerns about the timing and intent
of the proposed amendments.

required to operationalise the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
(Women's Reservation Act 2023) ahead of the 2029 Lok Sabha

However, the arithmetic in Parliament makes Opposition support

development and his government achieved

meaningful progress

CHIKKAMAGALURU.(Agency)
)

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
underlined that guarantees designed to
advance the welfare of the people are, in
themselves, a form of development.

Speaking at the inauguration programme
of the Handur—NR Pura Bridge in the
Bhadra backwaters, and during the
distribution of benefits at NR Pura in
Chikkamagaluru district on Monday,
Siddaramaiah said that Karnataka’s
financial position is far healthier than
that of the Centre, and asserted that his
government has delivered real
development in addition to the
guarantees.

The CM pointed out that several
development works have been launched
today, including the bridge constructed

Aiming the opposition’s criticism —
“fund crunch” for
that the treasury is
“empty” owing to the guarantees, and
that development has come to a
standstill — he rejected the charge and
maintained that his administration has
achieved meaningful progress alongside

“Guarantees are also a kind of
development,” he said, invoking Dr BR
the architect of the
Constitution. Dr Ambedkar, he
reminded, had stressed that economic,
and educational freedom are
indispensable for the success of political
freedom. The opposition, Siddaramaiah
urged, should reflect on Dr Ambedkar’s

During the reign of Narasimharaja
Wadiyar, Edehalli village was renamed
Narasimharajapura. In keeping with the
local MLA’s request to ensure
development in the region, the
construction of the bridge was
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India’s obsession
with Palistan

IN the bad, old days when ordinary Indians aihd
ordinary Pakistanis were allowed to meet e:
other for lunch in Lahore, dinner in Patial
weddings in Karachi and funerals in Qadian,
often heard — interspersed with tidbits abq
Omar Sheikh, the London School of Economi
educated terrorist released for the 1C-814 hijac
passengers, and his favourite Islamabad books
— Pakistanis reflecting on the deep, strategic
between Pakistan and China.The “all-weat
relationship” between the two countries, they sa
“was higher than the Himalayas, deeper than
seas and sweeter than hahey

In todays mixed-up world, this could be a li
straight out of Dhurandhar 3, the sequel — mj
no mistake, Aditya Dhar is already making
detailed notes about Ind&atontinuing obsessio
with Pakistan, despite the fact that we have 2
official ties with our western neighbodrhe fact
remains that street talk often explains fore
affairs jagon much better than thegamn itself.

So while there will only be three countrigs
represented today in Islamaba8erena Hotel, th
venue for the face-to-face peace talks betwee
US and Iran at the end of the 39-day-long wa
the almightyAmericans represented by Wsce-
President JDVance, the battered but undefea
Iranians led by Speaker Mohammad-Bag
Ghalibaf (most leaders are either dead, e
Larijani, or wounded, like the Supreme Leadier
Mojtaba Khamenei) and the Pakistanis, likely
by Trump’s “favourite Field MarshalAsim Munir
— there are a few other nations in the shadg
who will play more than a supporting role ing
movie.China, Russia, Israel, Lebanon, Sa
Arabia, the UAE. Look carefully at these nham
dear Readerand note how the global order
being shaken and stirred in a hotel managed b
Aga Khan Development Network — the fifsga
Khan, only old-timers with a penchant for histo
will remember was Indian.tThe reason China
not in the room is because it is playing a powe
role outside — backing Pakistan. China has bal
out Pakistan for several decades, year after,
and built its roads and highways and ports :
invested in its militaryits air force, its nuclear an
missile programme — the Pakistanis will ad
off-the-record over céée in a F-6 restaurant i
Islamabad, that they are a client state of their
weather friends.” But even China would not hag
been able to play this key role in the pe3
negotiations if Pakistan did not already ha
relationships with all the players.Thawhy there
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Chinese lessons from the war in West Asia

The PLA’s effectiveness in translating insights into operational capability will be critical not
only in a US-China contingency, but also across other theatres, including South Asia

American wars in the PersianGulf have consistently

shaped the Chinese PeoplkiberationPArmy’s (PLAS)
understandingf modernwarfareanddoctrinalreform.
The Gulf War in 1990-91 exposedBeijing to the

revolutionin military affairs,revealingheobsolescence

of its reverse-engineeredoviet arsenal in high-

ore technologyconflict. A decaddater, the Iraq War drove
the PLAto a decisive shift towards joint warfare andirom an excessiveemphasison nearseasdefenceto

joint operational commands,which engineeredthe

theatre commandreforms of 2015-16, restructuring

Chinas higher defenceechelons.The ongoing US-
Israel-lIranwar is, similarly, beingclosely observedoy
Beijing, generatingimportant doctrinal takeawaysto
steadily inform adjustments in force structure,

operationalktonceptsand broademilitary outlook.The

economyTwo chokepoints are central to this — thaB  spectralintelligenceavailability is steadilyerodingthe

of Hormuzandthe Strait of Malacca AlthoughBeijing  traditional fog of wargiving rise to a transparent “glass”
can diversify engy import sources and trading routesbattlefield. Beijing has reportedly used operational date
andexpandoverlanddependencenRussiaandCentral from the Iranian theatre to code its BeiDou-3 for
Asia throughpipelines, thepersistent vulnerabilityf  enhancing its capacity to detect and classify advance
maritime chokepointsdemandsa durable strategic platforms such as the F-35 and strategic bombers.
response.This requires a doctrinal shift in the Rla&y Thesedevelopmentsompresslecisioncyclesandshorten
the kill chain,enablingprecisetargeting of mobile and
crediblefar-seasprotection.Given the inherentlyfluid  high-value assets, including stealth fighters and carrie
natureof maritime control, aptly describedoy Zhang groups. For the PLA, the lesson is clear — the integratiol
Wenmu as “drinking through a straw held by others”of intelligence,surveillanceand reconnaissancacross
China must prioritise the expansion of its naval peweidomainswill beindispensablé¢o futurehigh-technology
projection capabilities.In this context, strengthening warfare, in which electronic sovereignty and anti-
offensive naval assets, particularly aircraft carriers anndmmingresiliencewill becritical.

nuclear submarines,and enhancing capabilities in The fourth observation is stark — high-intensity war rapidly

first focus is on saturation warfare as a centraDjibouti and Gwadar (Pakistan)for naval deep-sea- erodesreadiness.The US fighter availability in this

operationaltheme.The widespreaduse of low-
cost, slow-moving Shahed drones has
demongrated how inexpensve systens can
degradehigh-value air-defenceassets,such as
THAAD and MIM-104 Patriot. This reinforces
Beijing’s beliefthatmasscanoffsettechnological
superiority and that drones can be used
ammunition.Evertayereddefencesnhamely Iron
Dome and Iron Beam, face saturation limi
enabling repeatedpenetrationby missiles and
drones.The integration of cluster munitions int
missile payloads further compounds t
challenge, forcing defenders to expend mu
million-dollar interceptors against cheap
threats, thereby erodingfiefency and resilience
in air defence systemghe PLAhas observed thd
exhaustion oAmerican munitions and the lack of

industrial depth to replenish them quickly asemious basing, are essential to secure long-termgnéows
weakness. Notablynearly 80 RIM-161 ®ndard and sustain economic resilience.

Missile 3 interceptors were expended in just 12 dayselligence constitutesthe third major theme in the
roughly a yedss worth of production.And if Iran, with its Chinese discourse The decisive role of precise,
relatively modest production infrastructure, has put actionable intelligence in targeting high-value

strain on US interceptor inventories, Chidage
industrial base and suige capacity combined with

saturation tactics, would be even more brutal for theritical enablerAccordingly thePLA Daily warnedhat

conflict began at above 85 per cent, falling
off sharply after the second week as
cannibalisation of parts and crew exhaustion
affected sortie rates. Operational tempo has
translated quickly into system fatigue for
frontline platforms like the USS Gerald R.
Ford while logistical realities have
compelled the US to redeploy key air
defenceassetsrom South Korea. Beijing
perceives that the US capacity to fightin two
major conflicts simultaneasly remairs
circumspect.

The fifth major lesson underscores the vital
role of early-phase electronic warfare and
deep undground command systems.
Despite US bunkebusting strikes, key
Iranian capabilities have survived due to

hardened facilities and shoot-and-scoot tactics

underscoring Beijing focus on depth, redundancy
concealment and undground infrastructure
investments.Finallyhorizontal escalation has emged as

a key lesson for the PLA. Beijing can make the risks of

leadershiphas becomecrucial. Beijing believesdeep hostingAmerican forces outweigh the benefits of alliance

internal infiltration within the Iranian leadership was acommitments. Forward bases in places such as Luzo

(Philippines) and Okinawa (Japan) would be especially

adversary The implication is clear — production internal vulnerabilities andsabotage pose critical vulnerable, making them central to any highkes

sovereigntyend-to-end supply chain control andgsur threats.This providesa further pushto anti-corruption
manufacturig capability ae key to shapig the
trajectory and sustainability of any confrontation.Aespecially in the PLA.Technical

second theme in this discourse is the vulnetsbdf
maritimechokepoint$or Chinaandtheglobaleconomy
The Chinese discourse terms this “strategic

are two clear lessons from the waMiestAsia.
The first, be humble, never arrogant. (De
Xiaoping said it beautifully with his 24-charact
guideline, ‘taoguang yanghuijneaning, ‘hide
your strength, bide your time.’) Certainlys not
just the US and Israelis who have been force
eat humble pie by a far weaker Iran. Closer ho
ExternalAffairs Minister S Jaishankarevocative
characterisation of Pakistan as a “dalaal,”
broker may come to haunt India, as the “dalagl , . .
brokers the most important global negotiationgin® UNJAB’s wheat bowl is once again at the mer
decades.Many colleagues in the media are tfing of the weather — and the rigidity of policy
themselves up in knots wondering how to descfibe Unseasonal rains and strong winds have

the Pakistani role today — is it a powerfll damagedcrops across1.3 lakh acres, while

mediator an irrelevant messengea backroom@  higher moisture and lustre loss threaten to pi
boy, or just a weak nation living on the edge, be

pulled apart by famine, war and terroris
Perhaps it all these labels or none of thefs
Dhurandhar 2 crosses Rs 1,000 crore at the
office in India, perhaps the real questiovihy is
India so obsessed with Pakistan when we
supposed to hate it so much?The second le
from theWestAsia war is thaflier Two nations
like India and Pakistan cannof@f to take sides
Now India already seems to have learnt that leg
on the VéstAsia crisis, as it tries to claw back
the centre after having swung early in the direct
of Israel. That's why it boggles the mind wh
Jaishankar is in the UAE on the day Pakistal
brokering a truce between Iran and the US —
UAE were a favourite tget of Iran in this war
because they were seen to be allied with the

suffocation”, the risk that disruption of emgy trade and
rg sea lanes could destabilise its import-dependent

specificationds both justified and urgent. The
ire anomalyliesin theCentresresponseRajasthan, [
S0Nwhich faced similar disruptions earlier due ®
advanced harvest cycle, has already b¢
ondranted relaxationsPunjab, whereharvesting
has been delayed by continuing western
pn disturbances, is still waiting for Central |
_ inspedion teams. This stegggeed appoach
IS createsa perceptionof unequaltreatmentgeven
€ though the underlyng agrarian distress is
comparable.Theconsequencef delay are

Punjab's wheat woes: Align purchase rules with realities of weather
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escalation strategyn addition, by threatening vital sea
lanes and chokepoints in the region, China could impos
intelligence, direct economic costs on US allies and pressure them 1
particularly space-basedhtelligence capabilities,has stay out of a conflict. These lessons from the conflict in
also emaged as a crucial enabl€@hinese systems such Iran apart, the PLA efectiveness in translating these
as Jilin-1 and BeiDou-3 have provided persisterihsights into operational capability will be critical not
imagery secureconnectivity andreal-time dataransfer only in a US-China contingenchput also across other
for use in combat operatiorithe high-frequencynulti-  theatres, including Souftsia.

and political ‘absolute loyalty’ campaignsin China,

» As many as 518 out of 697 lakes have either disappeared or are shrinking.

cuts or rejectionin mandis.With yields already
expectedto drop by 4-5 quintals per acre,
procurement rigidity will translate into direct
income loss. For a state deeply dependent on MSF
backedorocurementsuchuncertaintycanquickly
spiralinto distresssales The anxietywasevident
in the protest call by arhtiyatheir decision to call
off the strike after assurances from the state
government has brought temporary relief, but this
truce depends on swift policy actiohny delay
could reignite tensionsand disrupt procurement
opeations.
This recurring crisis exposes a deeper flale
country’s procurement system still relies on static,
one-size-fits-all norms even as climate variability
intensifies Ad hoc relaxations are only a stopgap.
What is needed is a responsive framework linking
procurement norms to real-time crop conditions
and allowing graded pricing. Punjalplea is not

'| o

levels as high as 15% and visible lustre loss risk priggq

"immediate.Farmersbringing producewith moisture rely for relief, but for reform.

and therefore Israel.

AAP faces test of performance in Punjab

«Recent elections show that anti-incumbency is no longer decisive. Performance now determines electoral fate

HAVING completedouryearsn office recentlytheAam
Aadmi Party (AAP) is gearingup for a tough Punjab
Assemblyelection. RecentAssemblyelectionsin the
countryhaveshownthatanti-incumbencys nottheonly
decisive electoral factoRatherit is the performance of
the governmenthat mattersthe most,apartfrom other
factors, like organisation,leadershipresourcesand a

uninterrupted supply of free electricity to farmers evemecent years, including the grenadeattacks on the incumbencyagainstheentrenche€CongresandAkali
during daytime, an extensionof the canalirrigation intelligence wing headquarters, a police station and th2al but also due to a faint hope of the votersNaP's
facility and the creation of thousands of jobs. It als®?unjabBJP headquarterin Chandigarhhaveignited ability to revivethelost glory of the beleagueredtate,
recentlydeclaredAnandpurSahibandAmritsarasholy  fear among people.Seventh, the state's growing the forthcoming elections would be a tough battle in
cities.Howeverthe party'selectoralchancewill be hit indebtednesds being blamed on the government's viewoftheparty’sperformanceleficit.
due to the government's lack of success on some frontsecklespopulistpoliciesandfinancialimprudenceThe This,despitehepartywinningbyelectionsn Gidderbaha,
First, its inability to check the worrisome rise in  party's promise to bring a turnaround in the economy h&eraBabaNanak,ChabbewaandLudhiana Véstin the
social support base. Since th&P in Punjab lags in the gangsterisntansom-seekingnddaylightkillingsinthe fallenflatassalariesandpensionsrebeingdelayed. lasttwo years.However theseresultsindicatethatthe
otherfactorsascomparedoits rivals,theCongressaind  state. Mafias in sectors like transport, reta bajri (sandhemploymentevelsremainhigh,themigrationof youth  party remainsin electoral contention.An incumbent
BJR it is performance that will be the crucial factor foliquor andcable— namedn the party'spastmanifestos continuesand the promiseof providing a guaranteed partyremainghefavouritein byelections.
thepartyOnewayto gaugetheAAP’sperformancésto  continue to flourish. The AAP government,in its  minimum support price (MSP) for every crop remain§he BJP has the advantage of having resources,
look at the pre-poll promises made by #&P. The enthusiasm to acquire farmland for committed cadre and a core constituency
party, in its 2022 election manifesto, reiterated it€olonisation,s allegedto bein collusion Being in power at the Centre for the third
promise to combat corruption,gamised crime, drugs with the land mafia.Seond farmers term, it now has a firm grip over the
and unemployment and go for investment in educatioemaindebt-riddenand suicidesare still institutions and apparatusésmed with
and health sectors in line with its 'Delhi mddel beingreportedthoughthe numbershave turncoat leaders, it would contest with
Poll guarantees also included freebies like cash transfergtmedown. Third despitethesettingup of full forcein all Assemblyseatsenthused
womenandsubsidise@lectricityto everyhouseholdTo  many more integrated deaddictionand by the 18% vote that it got in the 2024
address the issue of the state's indebtedness, the peghabilitationcentresacrosshe stateand elections.TheCongress,though ridden
promised to bring in fiscal reforms and cut down publiarrests of drug peddlers, the governmer—= with factionalism, continuesto retain
expenditure that had gone up due to the prevaililg allout war againstthe drug trade and r decentsupportamongboth Hindus and
culture. With the farmers'protestagainsthe threefarm  menacehasnot met with much success, Sikhs in the statét the same time, with a
Bills ongoing at that time, thAAP promised that it indicating an entrenchednexus.Fourth, weak high command factionalfights in
would take measures to address agrarian distress dnel government'srecord on combating thepartyarelikely to intensify TheAkali
said thatit would lead to an end to farmer suicides. corruptionhasnot beenup to the mark. § Dal, having lost its core constituency
The party also promised to punish the perpetrators of tBeme senior party leaders, includizp despiteits encouragingperformancein
desecration of the Sikh holy scripture and the subsequéggislators and ministers, have been for the recentlocal elections,andits attack
police firing incident in 2015, an emotive issue for th¢o resign after facing corruption clgas. | ontheAAP, doesnotseento havemuch
Sikhs.In its latest report card, the Bhagwant Manmhe promised Jan Lokpal Bill never cani of a chance.The upcoming Assembly
government claimed to have fulfiled all its pollabout, nor was the existing fick of . . electionwill beathree-partycontesbnce
promisesthelatestbeingcashtransfertowomenabove Lokpal strengthened.Fifth, the party's promise to en@on-starter Aam Aadmi Canteens also remain non-again, but with a diérence.The third party in the
18 yearsof age.Amongts achievementsnentionedn  VIP culture remains holloviWorse, state resources andstarters.Eighth, while schools have become bettafiangular contest will be the BJfot theAkali Dal. The
thecardareAamAadmiMohallaClinics providingfree  assets are kept at the disposal of Delhi-tbasaP  higher education institutions are in a pretty bad situatioflectoral issues would be the same as the lastTiney.
treatment (up to Rs 10 lakh) to the pa@orimprovement leaders, a chge doing the rounds after the Raghawue to the lack of government support.Given the fact thgfould figurein themanifestos odll partiesThe tenoof
in the conditions of governmentschools, providing Chadha episode.Sixth, incidents of terror attacks e AAP landslide win was not merely due to anti-campaign rhetoric will be as shrill as ever

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellerswho do not owe any responsibility for any damage or lossto any person, apurchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of thiswork. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forumsin Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themsel ves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the‘ The Researchers' Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of 1oss, consequences and further product-rel ated damages on such advertisement.
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NEW

st | |PL 2026 Play Of The Day: Hinge swipes left

explains not using Ravindra

adlesee™ — on RR after baiting them into temptations

Riyan Parag admitted that his decision to not
use Ravindra Jadeja with the ball was a “split ) i . . o . ) ) .
second” call as Rajasthan Royals went down in Gen-Z lingo, and you can conclude that theneaningon theinternet,it is amanipulative  into the standson any given day. The only
to Sunrisers Hyderabad in Hyderabad. «&IPL 2026 Praful Hinqe turned his debut datingscends complicated.BubnMonday  datingtacticwherea personsendssporadic, ~difference was a bit of extra pace and
The call became a major talking point after ; . X X Ap_rll 13, SRH found themse]vesbemg flirty messagesr "crumbs" of attentionto bounce."l had alrgadytoldacouple Qf people
Rajasthan allowed SRH to post 216 for 6 into a viral moment with a record-breaking S\rqued élghtuby alntt)-:ﬂw hego,v;/hlle ER got keep somfeone interested thhout any thz?]t I wourl1d ggt him out on the very f:hrst ball,
. : : : e ! g ghostedat Uppal by a bowler who just intentionof commitmenor makingconcrete either with a bouncer or in some wayust
\(/:v(;t: d?t?c?r?éa oifr:a?}nt:gos\?(’)“nqg Zsssl?s%fng\é?; i?:v?lgfsm“' The SRH pacer s four-wicket I)UI:SI seemed to be ahead of the curve from the geplans.Andwhenyou look at whathappened = wantedhis wicketonthefirst ball. Thatwas
bowlers later in the innings.Explaining the not only d]smantled RR but also saw hls go. The 24-yeaold pacer came in like a the plan," saidHinge.Thewicket of Jurel

I~ . . 1 . house on fire and was on the mone wasanothefine setup Thefirst balltothe
decision, Parag pointed to the match sﬂuaﬂorlnstagram followmg eXDIOde from 4K to He started with the wicket of&/a?/bhav RR wicketkeeper triFe):d to make him drive

and the impact of Ishan Kishan, who waqinjesy overnight. Sooryavanshi and followed it by cleani outside of Then he delivered a similar
_ dominanttouch during the middle overs. up Dhruv Jurel and getting the better ball, but this time it forced the error from
Jaddu bhai, | do’know it was just a split Lhuan-dre Pretorius.Hinge came back a Jurel and made him play an angled shot.

second decision. Ishan was batting really Hyderabad. (Agency) then dismissed Riyan Parag to leave RR
well, so | didnt want to take that chance,”Sunrisers Hyderabagltdecision to pick Praful nine for five in three overs.Eour wickets i
Parag said, adding that he chose to persistiinge at the IPI2026 auction barely caused pjs first two overs in the IPL. Not a bad st was another example of Hinge
with other options instead. a stir If anything, the loudest reaction wasat a||.Hinge spoke about manifestingthe = ¥ T breadcrumbing a RR battdt was not a
In hindsight, the move raised questions, reserved for his surname, the same as thgrfect debut and planning for the scalp e 4 1 wicket-taking delivery by any stretchof
especially as SRH capitalised on the lack ofdating app Hinge, which quickly becameSooryavanShi. But there was an elemen e, LA Ll Y theimagination.
spin variation to build a strong total. Kishan’ €asy material for a few jokes in IRlrcles at  pajting the batters involved init. . . o He landed the ball full on the pads, and the
91 anchored the innings after early wickets, Hyderabads expense. And this brings us to the latest edition of Indiaduring the first two overs from Hinge, itwas g th African batter just flicked it
allowing the hosts to recover and accelerate  Urns out, the jokes did not last very long. Todays Play Offhe Day as we take a closer ©Xactly that. Let's start with the delivery t0 oo jessly Thatwould havebeenassix or a
Parag, howevefelt the surface itself played aNOW if you are someone who has been activgyok at how Hinge was able to rock the RRSC0ryavanshi.it was almost a given that thg,,nqaryonanyotherday, butluck waswith
role in shaping his decisions. He noted that©n dating apps and been through the motiongatting order and cause themto collapse.  RR starl;oysévlt_)'ukljd EI‘.ttacll.( from Hbag'dome the SRH pacer as a fielder was in place to take
the pitch had some assistance early on withyU Will know how it worksThe culture of H|NGE LEAVESTHE BREADCRUMBS ~ 2gdainstthe owling lineup. He did theyhe catch.in his second oyeRiyan was

The of stump got uprooted.
The third wicket in the over, of Pretorius,

the new ball before easing out, which made SWiPIng left and right decides if you're googl you're someone not used to Gen-Z lingg>®™M® against Bumrah and Hazlewood. negating the ééct of Hinge to a good extent.
the timing of bowling changes tricky

enough or noAdd to this the whole angle of \yhen it comes to dating, there is a tefnY€" Hinge expected this and followed it upye'\yas getting behind the ball and ensuring
ghosting, baiting, among many other termsown as breadcrumbingccording to the with a ball that Sooryavanshi would depositihare was no danger

PCB bans Blessing Muzarabani for ~ Desperate Knight Riders look

for turnaround vs CSK
d itc h i n g Pu k I e u g u e u n d p I u yi n g I PL Chennai Su(;eHrEK’\ilr'?lgAsl.vv(oAuglgrllg)(;L to build on the

momentum they gained from their creditable
victory over Delhi Capitalsin their previsu
to th tial t neludi match when they take on winless Kolkata
0 the essential terms—including kpnight Riders in the Indian Premier League at
remuneration and structure—Blessinge™ Ma Chidambaram stadium here on
chose to join the IPLwith KKR as a tyesdayOne of the heroes of the win, Jamie
replacement for Bangladesh fast bowleoyerton, witnessed the loyal CSK fans rally
Mustafizur Rahman. behind him as he took four wickets on
The Zimbabwepacerhasalreadyfeaturedin  Saturday"Yeah, it's great to have the love and
two games for the Knight Riders in thesupport of the crowdThe Chepauk is a
ongoing IPL, with best figures of 4/41 in hisfabulous place to come and play and the
secondutingagainsSunriserglyderabad. support we get is phenomenal. It's great to play
The PCB, howevebelieves the sanction wasin front of them and it's nice to finally get a win
necessaryto safeguardthe professional this season for them," said an elated Overton
environment of the PSL.While the PSLahead of the KKR match.While CSK batting
acknowledges the complexities of moderriooks settled with the return of Dewald Brevis,
cricket schedules, it will not compromise onconcerns remain over the bowling attack's
. _ ___disregarded his obligations in favour of the ethicalframeworkthatensuredairness ~ ability to take wickets and delivezspecially in
biggest setback came with the bat. Chasing conflicting arrangement.“ Following a to the franchises and the integrity of themiddle-overs. "No specific plan, | think it's just
217, they Slumped to 9 _for 5 inside the first thorough discip"nary reviewhe PCB has contractual Obligations and the principles Oﬂeagues recruitmentprocesses]'he two- trylng to _be adaptable to the Con_dltlons that_SUIt
three overs, ééctively taking the game outof  amounced that Zimbabwean cricketer  good faith that govern global professionalyear ban reflects the gravity of the breach,ts- Obviously a lot of guys will bowl spin

New Delhi. (Agency)
The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) h
handed Kolkata Knight Riders pace
Blessing Muzarabani a two-year ban fro
the Pakistan Super League after t
Zimbabwe star made a last-minute swit

to play in the Indian Premier League (IP
ﬂhﬁsmim i‘ 2026.In a statement, the PCB made it cl
| BT

United to replacéVest Indian fast bowler
Shamar Joseph. Howeyeélespite agreeing

that the Zimbabwe pacerdisregardechis
obligations despite unequivocally
While Jadeja did not get an opportunity with accepting the essential terms to play in't
the ball, he made a strong contribution with IrtlaadgueMu(zjarabanlpnqrgoJ?lnlngngR, .
the bat, scoring 45 and stitching together a Nad agreed to terms with Islamabad Units
h : for PSL2026.Citinga fundamentafailure
118 run stand with Donovan Ferreira to ;
- . to honouragreed-uporcommitmentsthe
steady the INNINGs after Rajastharéarly PCB believesthe right-arm fast bowler
collapse.Despite that recoverRajasthars

their reach.The Royals did manage a partial BlessingMuzarabanis declaredneligible  sports.” itadded in the statement. throughout the middle overs, but | think with
fightback through the middle orddsut the to participate in the next two (2) editions gfAN FOLLOWS LASTMINUTE IPL Spencer Johnson and Dasun Shanaka are tWo’ especially if we're playing on a red soil
early damage proved too steep to overturn. the HBL PSL, efective immediately the SWITCH other players who withdrew from their PSL WICKet here like the last game, the seamers car

The collapse also highlighted the impact/of PCB said in a statement. “The attemptjRizarabani, who was initially unsold in the deals to be part of the IRhis seasorWhile be really efective in the middle. So it's just

SRH’s young bowlers, who capitalised onthe move away from such commitmentsps| auction held on Februaryl] later notconfirmed at this stage, they are likely {
pressure from the outset. without valid cause is a violation of reached an agreement with Islamabadace similar sanctions.

shon Kishan — [ndia eyes F1 return in 27, FIA contradicts

COHSIderS dItChlng . NEW DELHI. (Agency) involved in oganising races. F1 is jointly Federatiorof Motor SportsClubsof India
|0V es to fO cus on hIS India has renewed its push to bring Formulananagedby the FIA and Liberty Media,  (FMSCI),saidthatrealisticallyit will takea
g Oneracingbackto the countryaftera13- which hardles commercia rights and few years for India to host an F1 race give

.I. g f SRH 3 yearhiatus,with sportsministerMansukh promotion. Any return would require the need for track upgrades and
Cﬂp UII'ICY OI‘ |n Mandaviya expressing confidence on  alignment between both entities and locahegotiations. According to Chandhok,
Mondaythatthe premiermotorsportevent  stakeholders.Degite the FIA's current  wherever these races take place, it comel [
IPI_ 2026 couldreturnasearlyas2027. down to the rights fee paid by

the host countryMonaco may trying to be adapted to what conditions suit us
be paying only $10 million. and try and make it as hard as we can for the
Britain pays $28 million. Saudi batters. | think we have a plan of trying to

: o duce the amount of boundaries in the middle
may be paying $80 million. reduc Wt .

Indi h t $40 part," revealed Overton."l think bowling, treat
aia may have 1o pay my natural sort of stéito do is try and hit the
million. _ _ wicket hard. | think in the past I've been a little

Back channel discussionsare pjt short at times and I've just sort of realigts
ongoing and while 2027 gl worked out, what sort of lengths work in
remains uncertain, insiders India. I'm trying to bowl out a little bit fuller to
suggest2028 or 2029 may be bring the batsmen forwar@he wickets are so
more ralistic tages faor F1's good nowadays, people are using the pace anc

o . longawaited return to Indiét hitting the mark square and gtugo I'm trying

for 18, the responsibility fell on the captainyowever the optimism is not entirel the centre of the proposed to make the guys hit it down the ground a bit

to steady the innings. Kishan responde aligned with the current stance of the revival is the BIC in Greater more. I'm just trying to stick with that process
with a measured start before accelerating.g, ot giopal governing body FIA, which reluctance, a potential opening existee  Noida, which previously hosted the Indian eally” Overton added.KKR, on the other
striking eight fours and six sixes to take the © -~ regulations, safeand technical Provisional 2027 F1 calendar lists 23 racegsrand Prix (GP) from 2a:2013. The  hand, are desperate for succ@e three-time

game away from RaJaSthan'éMave been rules of races. In a brief statement, the FIA one short of the traditional 24 — |eaVing devent was discontinued due to tax disputes |PL Champions are yetto get their combination

scoring 200 plus consistentiso the belief “While India i slot that could be filled if geopolitical or i right. They have been plagued by injuries and
was there,” Kishan said after the match. noted, “While India is a valuable market, geop and bureaucratic challenges after dip in form of key playera/arun Chakravarthy

we wont be racing there in 2027."Fi& logistical disruptions &ct othervenues.  authorities classified it as “entertainment,” gy . ) . :
statement pointed to the complexitiédcky Chandhok, a council member of thejeading to heavy financial burdens. whoinjured his left-hand is recovering.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's India debut loading?
15-year-old in talks for Ireland series

is expectedto featurea relatively young way he has started IR1026, itis a possibility mannerin which they have come. The

“There will be an F1 race in India i
2027 at the Buddh Internationd

NELY DAL GaEne)) Circuit (BIC). The govt will help in

Ishan Kishan hinted at a significant tactical A : : ‘
shift following Sunrisers Hyderabad’ getting tax relaxation. Given thg
dominant 57 run win over Rajasthan Royals, 910Pal situation due to the ongoin
suggesting he could continue to give up War Indiais being seen as a safe a
wicketkeeping duties to focus more on Viable venue for sporting events
captaincy in IP12026.Kishan led from the including F1.We plan to have a
front with a blistering 91 d&f44 balls, Moto GPevent before F1 returns. |
helping SRH post a commanding 216 for 6 will take another six months to wor
after early setbackVith Abhishek Sharma  out the modalities,” Mandaviya
dismissed for a duck afidavis Head falling  sajd.

“The idea was to take the game deep and . g squad.“He is in contention for the Irelandthatis quickly gatheringnomentum. teenagerhas shown no signs of being
allow players likeAbhishek to play freely 1-|P|_ 2026: Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's  tour and the selectors have shortlisted MSHY BCCI CAN'T IGNORE overawed,even againstelite bowlers like
because if he gets going, he can take the totdl name along with those of many other . Jasprit Bumrah and Josh Hazlewood.His

to 260 or more.” IPL rise could soon fast-track him into  players,” a BCCI sourcetold The Indian
BACKING YOUTH DELIVERS RESUITS Express.The report suggests that the

The match also marked a turning point idia colours. With selectors watching 2 0> ' (P o fastotrack
SRH's bowling approach, with Kishan closely, the 15-vear-old now Sooryavanshiinto international cricket,
backing debutants Praful Hinge and Sakib Y, Y 3 especially with his fearless approach agail
Hussain ahead of experienced optidte  reportedly stands on the brink of @  some of the worlet best bowlers in the IPL.

formisnt limited to the IPLeither He played

a key role in Indis Undef19 World Cup
"W campaign, further strengthening his case as
1

one of the bghtest youngorospects irthe
countryWith selectorsookingto build depth

in the T20 setup,especiallywith a packed

move paid immediate dividends as™— . . - Still only 15, the left-hander has already built s B 5" calendar ahead, Sooryavanshiiame has
Rajasthan collapsed to 9 for 5 in the first  historic international debut. reputgﬂon for taking on big names Y L W | naturally moved nto Soriole consideration,
_ three overs while chasing 217. hesitation, showcasing both power ar /8 y ~ WHEN IS THE IRELAND VS INDIA
Y ave o ook at ow g your Your ey ot rgency Compoare el beyandnaage. |
' : aibhav Sooryavansksitapid rise in the Indianf selectedSooryavanstgouldrewritehistory.  sooR/AVANSHIANY MORE India are scheduled to play a shb20I series

working throughout the season with ou . : . : '
oG e gIearning from experiencedPremier League (IPL) 2026 could soonSachiriTendulkaremaingheyoungestmale oy ayanshis numbers this season have beeff!_!réland towards the end of June, with

A translate into an India call-up, with the 15-to debut for India at 16 years and 205 days, ibl verlook matchesexpectedo take placeon June26
'Eﬂiyer{gshﬂh%‘gerf, r%?\?ga Tﬂevr\f fgltéth";ﬁie, yearold now in contention for the upcoming Whllle5 ShafaliVermaholds the;laverat!}llrezc70r(cj}I H rf:sszl?ezijoyopre(})d%%ed a series of explosi nlt_j 28.;’_he|_|§e|r|es vfwll come shortlé/ after the
especially athome.” T20I series against Ireland. at yearsﬁ_ sev%] mont _s”anb K ﬁy?inocks, including a 26-ball 78 against Royal '%n Is likely to teaturea second-string
The young pacers justified that faith, sharinfccording to an Indian Express report, theSooLyav%nE I cou gpgentla y break thatcpalengers Bengaluru, a 17-ball 52 agains ?ua ,%lwfng op;plcl)rtunltleshto.demegmg ‘
eight wickets between them as SRH teenage sensation has been shortlisted #park an ecome India’s youngest-ever <0 °- Super Kings, and a quickfire 39 of PI2yers before a fu -strength side returns for
bundled out Rajasthan for 159 in 19 oversselectors, who are closely monitoring h,slnterna_tlonatr!cketer o _ 14 against Mumbai Indians. th? white-ball tour of England starting in
despite a late fightback. performances ahead of the June tedich For now itremains a possibiliyBut given the \y 4+ “stands out is not just the runs, but thdulY:
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] anhvi
— B Koooor

Recalls Public Scrutiny After Sridevi’s
% Death: They Said I Wasn’t Sad Enough’

. ' anhvi Kapoor has often spoken about the profound impact of losing her mother,
KA L Sridevi, whose sudden passing in February 2018 left a void that reshaped her life

in ways she was not prepared for. In a recent conversation, the actor revisited
# " that phase, reflecting on grief, public scrutiny and the process of finding her own
\/ff footing.
iip ‘IDidn’t Know How To Function On My Own’
Speaking about the immediate aftermath of her mother’s death, Janhvi admitted that
" the loss felt overwhelming, not
justemotionally but practically.
“I was completely dependent. I
never used to make decisions. I
relied on her for everything...
what should I wear, what should
I do, what is right, what is
wrong," she shared.Having
always leaned on Sridevi for
guidance, even in the smallest
aspects of daily life, Janhvi
found herself suddenly
navigating the world alone. The
transition forced her to grow up
; quickly and develop
o independence she hadn’t needed
| e R before.
! Grief Under The Public Lens
( | Janhvi also opened up about how
4‘ i public perception made an
already difficult time even
| harder.“In such a time, when the
\ world is trying to divide you into
' A pieces... people would say, ‘She
, N is smiling too much,’ or ‘She is
§ \ not sad enough,’" she said.
\ \ She explained that every reaction,
whether she smiled or stayed quiet, was dissected, leaving little room for private
l‘l grief. The constant judgment pushed her to form her own sense of self, rather than
. being shaped by external opinions.
| } : Remembering Sridevi

For Janhvi, Sridevi remains an irreplaceable presence and a lifelong source of
inspiration.She described her mother as the emotional anchor of the family,
someone whose positivity held everything together. “In our best days, we were a

very happy, strong, positive family, and the big reason for that was her," she said.
. '\ Janhvi also noted how deeply the loss affected her father, Boney Kapoor, and the

I"-. family dynamic as a whole.
| ! . J ' When Grief Became Public Conversation
; ' In an earlier interview, Janhvi had revealed that she never got the chance to mourn
~ privately. Media attention followed her through public appearances and
promotions, turning even her pain into a subject of discussion.

angana Banaut's

Queen Sequel Gets New Title And It's Not
Queen 2? Here's What We Know

angana Ranaut’s Queen sequel news has been gaining attention. And the latest report suggests
that the much-awaited sequel has finally found its title—but it may not be what fans were
expecting. The film is unlikely to be called Queen 2. Instead, makers are reportedly leaning
towards a fresh and more fitting title: Queen Forever.Bollywood Hungama reported that Kangana
Ranaut’s Queen sequel will not be known as Queen 2. “The makers had several options for the film’s
title, and the one that really caught their eye is ‘Queen Forever.” If all goes well, this will be what
the film will be called. The makers feel Queen Forever is the apt title and that it suits the film’s
subject," the portal mentioned.
Kangana Ranaut set to start shooting for Queen 2
According to Mid-Day, the sequel will not directly continue the 2014 hit’s storyline, but is

expected to build on its core themes of 1

—

self-discovery and independence.
Kangana’s character will be seen as
a city girl in Queen 2. A source told
the portal, “In Queen 2, Kangana’s
Rani will be a city girl unlike the
small-town girl in the original. She
will be smart, strong, and quirky,
but a plot point will send her on the
road of self-discovery. It will
show how she conquers life
through her individuality, self-realisation, and courage. While the first one saw her
travelling to Paris and Amsterdam alone, this journey will take her across cities in
India."

The report also suggests that no actors from the original cast are expected to return
apart from Kangana Ranaut. Director Vikas Bahl has reportedly chosen a fresh
lineup, with several theatre artists being considered for key supporting roles in the
second instalment. The source further added, “The unit will kick off the project in

a Mumbai studio, where a set reflecting a North Indian city and another depicting
the protagonist’s home will be built. After the Mumbai leg, they will move to
other metro cities. The film will be completed in a start-to-finish schedule of
three months."

Kiara Advani Rejects Solo Photos
Without Sidharth Malhotra, Wins
Hearts As Video Goes Viral

X [
L T TSI T

iara Advani is winning hearts on the

internet after a recent red carpet moment

with husband Sidharth Malhotra went
viral. The actress refused to pose solo after
paparazzi requested Sidharth to step aside, and
fans can’t stop praising her gesture. Kiara Advani
and Sidharth Malhotra, who tied the knot in a
grand ceremony in 2023, have often been admired
for their chemistry.In the viral video, shared by
Filmygyan, we can see paps asking for solo photo
of Kiara Advani. Sidharth Malhotra also asked her
to go ahead but she straight away said no and
moved with Sidharth. The actress gesture won
everyone. Fans have been praising her. One of the
fans wrote on Reddit, “I feel they are genuinely
the cutest couple the bond and love between them
feels pure and cute."

Kiara Advani is winning hearts on the internet after
arecent red carpet moment with husband Sidharth
Malhotra went viral. The actress refused to pose
solo after paparazzi requested Sidharth to step
aside, and fans can’t stop praising her gesture.
Kiara Advani and Sidharth Malhotra, who tied the
knotin a grand ceremony in 2023, have often been
admired for their chemistry.

In the viral video, shared by Filmygyan, we can see
paps asking for solo photo of Kiara Advani.
Sidharth Malhotra also asked her to go ahead but
she straight away said no and moved with
Sidharth. The actress gesture won everyone. Fans
have been praising her. One of the fans wrote on
Reddit, “I feel they are genuinely the cutest couple
the bond and love between them feels pure and
cute."

Sidharth and Kiara were seen making a stunning
appearance at the NMACC event. The gorgeous
duo arrived hand-in-hand and posed for the
paparazzi. She opted for a baby pink-hued,
embellished saree with a shimmery blouse. She
completed her look with a statement pearl choker,
a chic handbag, and her million-dollar smile. On
the other hand, Sidharth looked handsome in a
white kurta pyjama paired with a printed jacket.

Sunanda Sharma Urges
Forgiveness After Ghaziabad
Concert Incide

0

P unjabi singer Sunanda Sharma has responded to

T
[ D=t

the chaotic incident during her recent

performance at Raj Kumar Goel Institute of
Technology (RKGIT) in Ghaziabad, offering clarity
on what unfolded and appealing for compassion
towards the student involved.

‘Main Bhi Dar Gayi’: Singer Recalls The Moment

Taking to social media, Sunanda addressed the
incident through a video message, revealing that the
situation caught everyone off guard.

“Kal RKGIT, Ghaziabad college mein thoda sa
mishappening ho gayi," she said, explaining that a
student suddenly rushed onto the stage while she was
performing, leaving both the audience and the team
startled.

“Sab dar gaye, main bhi dar gayi. Mera reaction bhi
bhot loud tha," she added, recalling her immediate
response to the unexpected intrusion.

Due to security concerns, the singer had to exit the
stage abruptly, noting that the team was not prepared
to handle such a situation.

Appeals To College Management For Leniency

While confirming that the college authorities have
taken action against the student, Sunanda urged the
management to reconsider strict measures.“Kayi
baar kisi ke pyar jatane ka tareecka galat ho jata hai,"
she said, emphasising that she does not believe the
fan had any harmful intent.

“I don’t think unki intention galat thi," she reiterated,
adding that she has already forgiven the student.

A Message To The Fan

Addressing the student directly, Sunanda encouraged
them to reflect on the incident and understand that
expressing admiration should be done in a respectful
and appropriate manner.

She also thanked her fans for their continued love and
support, saying, “Thank you very much for being so
kind always."

What Happened At The Concert

The incident occurred during Sunanda Sharma’s
performance at RKGIT, where a student suddenly
jumped onto the stage, causing panic. The singer
quickly exited for safety, while the individual was
immediately removed by security personnel.

What could have escalated further has now taken a
more conciliatory turn, with the singer choosing
empathy over outrage, while also underlining the
importance of maintaining boundaries at public
events.
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New delhi, Agency
: Parliament is on the
verge of making history,
PM Narendra Modi said
on Monday ahead of the
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha taking up his
govt's bills to implement
women's reservation in

original law was enact-
ed, and asserted that
the credit for its pas-
sage will belong to
every political party.
Addressing an audi-
ence of women achiev-
ers from different sec-
tors at Nari Shakti

legislatures from 2029,
as he expressed confidence
amid demurring voices from
Congress and its allies that
the opposition will back the
measures to ensure a unani-
mous support.

While several opposition
parties have slammed the
govt for "rushing" through
the bills in the middle of
state elections and ques-
tioned the delimitation pro-
posal, Modi refrained from

Digital push for primary care: Centre rolls out
CHO app, sharpens emergency response

joining the issue at an event
and instead spoke of the
cross-party support the pro-
posal has long enjoyed.

Credit for passage of
women's quota bill will
belong to every political
party: PM Modi

PM Narendra Modi spoke
of the cross-party support
the proposal on women's
quota has long enjoyed,
including in 2023 when the

New delhi, Agency :
In a move aimed at
strengthening last-mile
healthcare and improving
response during medical
emergencies, the Centre
on Monday launched a
mobile application for

Vandan programme,
also attended by former Lok
Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar
of Congress, the PM said
India is going to take one of
the most important deci-
sions of 21st century and the
decades-old wait for reserva-
tion for women in one-third
of seats in Lok Sabha and
assemblies will end during
Parliament's three-day sit-
ting from Apr 16. "Our coun-
try's Parliament is on the

£ STToATH W

National

lament on vergeof history, saysPM
|,asit readiestotakeupwomen'shills

brink of creating history," he
said, while emphasising his
commitment to women's
empowerment since his days
as Gujarat CM by launching
numerous schemes target-
ing different sectors for their
welfare. He evoked all-
round smiles and clapping
as he noted how his meas-
ures to financially empower
women, including by getting
houses built with govt assis-
tance registered in their
name, has given them a say
in their family's decision-
making. Modi said when
the law was enacted in
2023, everybody wanted its
quick implementation, with
opposition MPs especially
vocal about its enforcement
from 2029.
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15 Indian vessels stuck in Hormuz
working on safe return, says govt

New delhi, Agency :
The Centre on Monday said
at least 15 Indian-flagged
vessels were stranded in
the Strait of Hormuz and
efforts were underway to

bring them back.
Addressing an inter-
ministerial briefing on

recent developments in
West Asia here, Mukesh

Mangal, Additional
Secretary in the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping  and

Waterways, said, "We are
coordinating with the
Ministry of External Affairs
and putting in our efforts to
bring back our vessels.
Arrangements are being
made so that as soon as
conditions are suitable, the
ships can sail back to
Indian ports."

He said the Indian-
flagged LPG vessel "Jag
Vikram" crossed the Strait

Telangana doctor found
using flip number plates

New Delhi, Agency: A

of Hormuz on April 11. It
was carrying around
20,400 metric tonnes of
LPG and had 24 seafarers
on board. It was expected
to reach Kandla on April 14.

The official said the min-
istry was actively monitor-
ing the evolving situation in
the Persian Gulf, adding
that "at present, all Indian
seafarers in the region are
safe. No incident involving
Indian-flagged vessels has
been reported in the past
24 hours." He said the
Directorate General of
Shipping had facilitated the
safe repatriation of over

2,177 Indian seafarers so
far, including 93 in the past
24 hours from various loca-
tions across the Gulf
region. Meanwhile, India
has also taken a significant
step towards strengthening
its electric mobility ecosys-
tem. In a move aimed at
accelerating the adoption
of electric vehicles (EVs)
and supporting domestic
manufacturing, the govern-
ment has announced exten-
sions and relaxations under
key policy frameworks,
responding to both market
needs and global supply
chain disruptions.

The rollout is part
of the government's
broader digital health
push under the
Ayushman's Bharat
Digital Mission which
aims to build an inte-
grated health data
ecosystem across the
country. By digitally

Community Health
Officers (CHOs),
enabling real-time

patient management and
faster referrals at Ayushman
Bharat Health and Wellness
Centres.

The app, introduced by the
Union health ministry, is
designed to digitise clinical
workflows at the primary care
level. It will allow CHOs to reg-
ister patients, access medical
histories and update treatment
records in real time, replacing
largely manual processes that
often slow down care delivery.

Officials said the platform
will also aid early identification
of high-risk cases and emergen-
cies, enabling frontline
providers to initiate quicker

referrals to higher facilities.
This is expected to be critical in
situations such as cardiac
events, stroke, maternal com-
plications and severe infections,
where timely intervention can
significantly improve outcomes.

Public health experts noted
that delays in documentation
and communication at the pri-
mary care level can impact both
routine care and emergency
response. With instant access to
patient data and standardised
digital records, the app could
help CHOs track chronic
patients more effectively,
ensure continuity of care and
flag complications early.

In 1st major outreach, Balen accepts
PM Modi's invite to visit India

New delhi,
Agency : Nepal PM
Balendra "Balen" Shah
accepted Prime
Minister =~ Narendra g
Modi's invitation to

visit India even as he
initiated a sweeping
and radical 100-point gover-
nance agenda at home targeting
VIP culture, political influence in
campuses and bureaucracy,
delays in public service, free
healthcare access for the poor,
safer public transport for women
and stress-free schooling for
younger children.

Foreign minister Shishir
Khanal said, "The Nepal govt has
accepted the invitation, and the
foreign ministries of both coun-
tries are now making prepara-
tions for the visit." He indicated
that the trip to New Delhi will be
Shah's first major diplomatic out-
reach since taking office. The last
official visit by a Nepali PM to
India was made by Pushpa Kamal

Dahal "Prachanda"
in June 2023.

Meanwhile,
introducing a raft
of changes, the new
govt in Kathmandu
has proposed cut-
ting the number of
federal ministries, banning polit-
ical affiliations for sections of the
state machinery and replacing
party-linked student bodies with
non-partisan platforms.

The reform plan takes direct
aim at political influence in edu-
cation and the civil service.
Under the new mandate, party-
affiliated student organisations
in schools and universities are to
be dismantled within 9o days
and replaced with non-partisan
student councils or "Voice of stu-
dents" platforms. Announcing
the move, Shah said, "Schools
and colleges will no longer serve
as arenas for political activity but
will function solely as centres of
learning."

linking primary care
providers with higher

centres, the initiative is expect-
ed to streamline referrals and
improve coordination across
different levels of care.

Officials
application will also strengthen
supervisory oversight, allowing
administrators to monitor serv-
ice delivery patterns,
gaps and assess response time-
lines, including in emergency
situations. India currently has
over 1.6 lakh Ayushman Bharat
Health and Wellness Centres
serving as the first point of con-
tact for a large section of the
population, particularly in rural
and underserved areas.

added that the

identify

3o0-year-old doctor, who
was caught here for alleged-
ly driving his high-end
BMW car in an "inebriated"
state, was found using two
different registration num-
bers through a flip number

plate system installed on the
vehicle, the police said on

Monday.
The matter came to light

on April 10 after the man was
found driving "drunk" during
a check in Jubilee Hills and
the car, which was seized, was
driven to a police station
when a constable inadver-
tently pressed a button near
the driver's seat.

After the button was

pressed, the police noticed
the number plate on the car
flip, displaying two different
registration numbers-- one
registered with Delhi and the
other with Telangana.

The doctor had purchased

the high-end car in Delhi, but
had not changed its registra-

tion, an official at Jubilee
Hills Police Station said. The
police added that the accused
doctor bought the flip num-
ber plate system that could
change the car's number

plates online and had
installed it on his car around
two years ago through a tech-
nician in the city.

During further investiga-
tion, it was revealed that a
similar car model and make
was registered with the
Telangana registration num-
ber, which belonged to a rela-
tive of the doctor. He was
allegedly using both the Delhi
and Telangana registration
numbers through the flip
number plate system on his
vehicle, the police said.

Packet food, daily damage: global heart
body flags diet risk as India's crisis grows

New delhl, Agency :
That evening snack, that
quick packet meal, that sug-
ary drink you don't think
twice about - doctors say
they are quietly building
your next health crisis.

The American Heart
Association (AHA) has
issued a stark warning that
everyday eating habits, espe-
cially the growing reliance on
ultra-processed foods, are
fuelling heart disease, dia-
betes and early death.

The warning, published as
a 2026 scientific statement,
comes at a time when India's
disease burden is already ris-
ing. Cardiovascular diseases
account for nearly 28% of all
deaths, while more than 100
million people are living with
diabetes, with millions more
at risk. "One in five deaths in
India is directly attributed to
poor diet,” said Dr Ambuj

)h

ples can be adapted locally.
He pointed to  the
Mediterranean diet as a
proven model for reducing
heart risk, adding that simi-
lar anti-inflammatory Indian
diets can be built using local-
ly available ingredients such
as mustard oil, peanut oil,

Roy, professor of cardiology
at AIIMS, Delhi.In its latest
guidance, the AHA shifts the
conversation away from diet
trends and quick fixes to
what people actually eat
every day. It calls for meals
built around vegetables,
fruits and whole grains,
along with healthier protein
sources such as dals, beans,
nuts and fish. It also recom-
mends replacing butter and
animal fats with plant-based
oils and choosing foods that
are minimally processed.

Dr Roy said such princi-

seasonal fruits, vegetables,
millets, legumes, nuts and
traditional spices.
"Minimising ready-to-eat
packaged food, biscuits and
savouries can reduce heart
disease risk by up to 30%,"
he said.

At the same time, the AHA
calls for limiting ultra-
processed foods, added sug-
ars, excess salt and saturated
fats. Packaged snacks, sugary
drinks, refined flour items
and processed meats are
major contributors to rising
obesity, diabetes and cardio-
vascular disease.

West Asia Conflict: India faces 2.5 million poverty risk, UN warns

New delhi, Agency : The
conflict and military escalation
in West Asia threatens to push
2.5 million people in India into
poverty and the country is pro-
jected to experience some loss
in its human development
progress, according to esti-
mates and projections by the
United Nations.

The United Nations
Development Programme, in a
report titled 'Military

Escalation In The Middle East:
Human Development Impacts
Across Asia And The Pacific'
noted that the conflict is
"widening human development
pressures across Asia and the
Pacific.

Through higher fuel, freight,
and input costs, the shock is
diminishing household pur-
chasing power, raising food
insecurity, straining public
budgets, and weakening liveli-
hoods." The preliminary

assessment, issued Tuesday,
estimates that globally 8.8 mil-
lion people are at risk of falling
into poverty and the West Asia
military escalation could cost
Asia-Pacific up to USD 299 bil-
lion. In India, poverty is expect-
ed to rise from around 400,000
to 2.5 million, the report said. It
added that the number of peo-
ple pushed into poverty in the
world as a result of the conflict

N T T R T

rises from approximately 1.9
million to nearly 8.8 million
across scenarios, with South
Asia accounting for the largest
share, ranging from about 1.7
million to over 8 million,
reflecting both the subregion's
population size and its higher
exposure to income and price
shocks.

China is estimated to experi-
ence a more moderate increase

i

in the number of people at risk
of falling into poverty, from
around
620,000, reflecting small pro-
portional changes applied to a
very large population base.
Highlighting the estimated
poverty impact of the military
escalation (28-day conflict,
most severe scenario with 8-
month adjustment), the report
said that India's poverty rate is
estimated to rise to 24.2 per
cent post-crisis from 23.9 per
cent, pushing 2,464,698 people
into poverty. An estimated
354,033,608 people are pro-
jected to live in poverty in the
country post-crisis as com-
pared to 351,569,000 pre-cri-
sis. The UNDP simulation esti-
mates the impact of the conflict
on the Human Development
Index (HDI) for countries
across the region. It indicates
that Iran's HDI could decline
by an amount equivalent to

115,000 to over

roughly one to one and a half
years of human development
progress.

"India is projected to experi-
ence a loss of approximately
0.03% o0.12 years of HDI
progress, followed by Nepal at
around 0.02% 0.09 years and
Viet Nam at 0.02% 0.07 years,
while for China, the estimated
effects on HDI remain limited
in magmtude, ranglng roughly
0.01a "0.05 years," it said.

The report notes that among
the region's larger importers,
India meets over 90 per cent of
its oil needs through imports,
sourcing more than 40 per cent
of crude imports and 90 per
cent of LPG imports from West
Asia. Further, West Asian coun-
tries supply over 45 per cent of
India's fertiliser imports, while
85 per cent of the country's
domestic urea production
depends on imported regasified
liquefied natural gas.

'Sexual harassment' at TCS
anguishing: Tata Group chief

Delhi,
Chandrasekaran, chairman of the Tata
Group, on Monday called the allega-
tions of sexual harassment at TCS,

New Agency: N

Nashik, "gravely concerning and
anguishing". "The complaints and alle-
gations emerging from the Nashik
branch of Tata Consultancy Services
have been gravely concerning and
anguishing," he said. He announced
that TCS chief operating officer Arathi
Subramanian was conducting an in-
depth probe to find out the facts and
identify those accountable for the inci-
dent. Eight women employees of TCS,
Nashik, had accused seniors of forced
religious conversion and sexual harass-
ment. "This incident is being treated
with utmost seriousness. Action has
already been initiated against the
accused employees and the company is
extending its full cooperation to the
ongoing investigations," said
Chandrasekaran.

Last week, a special investigation
team probed the complaints filed by
eight employees, who claimed that sen-
ior colleagues mentally and sexually
harassed them and the human

resources department turned a deaf ear
to their complaints. The police have
arrested seven people, including the
woman HR manager.

In Hungary, Ambedkar
inspires oppressed Roma

New delhl, Agency : Ambedkar is
a gypsy icon in Hungary," says Tibor
Derdak over the phone from Miskolc, a
city two hours from Budapest.

It was here 20 years ago that Derdak
co-founded a school named after B R
Ambedkar, who never visited Hungary.
Today, an Ambedkar statue stands near
the building of Dr Ambedkar School.
"Ambedkar's life story is a fairytale for
the Roma community,” says Derdak,
referring to the long-oppressed ethnic
group the school serves.

The story of a man denied school
admission who goes abroad, becomes a
barrister, fights caste oppression and
helps shape his nation's constitutional
framework has taken root in this
unlikely landscape.

It began in 2005, when Derdak, a
sociologist and former Hungarian MP,
and Janos Orsos, a Roma activist, trav-
elled to Dhamma retreats in
Maharashtra with the Triratna
Buddhist Organisation. What they
encountered changed everything.
"Similar complexion, similar stories of
being othered," Derdak recalls. "Yet, we
saw people from oppressed communi-
ties reach important positions in socie-
ty. We thought we can."

The connection is not only ideologi-
cal. The Roma emigrated from north
India nearly 1,000 years ago. In
Maharashtra, the shock of recognition
was visceral and inspiration practical.
Derdak returned and began translating
Ambedkar's texts into Hungarian,
including stories like Prakriti's from
Chandalika and the entire Pune Pact.
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WONDERFUL INNOVATIONS SHAPING OUR WORLD

Printed Dreams: How 3D-Printed
‘Homes Are Rebulldlng the Future

In a quiet neighborhood on the out-
skirts of a growing city, a machine hums
steadily, layering concrete in precise pat-
terns. Within hours, what begins as a dig-
ital blueprint transforms into the walls of
ahouse. There are no bricks, no long lines
of laborers, and no months of waiting.
Thisisthe world of 3D-printed homes—a
revolution that is redefining how humani-
ty builds shelter.

The Technology Behind the
Transformation
3D printing, once associated primarily
with small objects and prototypes, has
scaled up dramatically. Today, massive
printers extrude concrete or specialized
materials layer by layer, guided by com-
puter models. The process is fast, accu-

Mind Over Machine: The Rise of Brain-Computer Interfaces

rate, and requires significantly less man-
power than traditional construction.
Unlike conventional methods, where
human error can lead to structural incon-
sistencies, automated printing ensures
precision. Walls are constructed with
intricate internal patterns that enhance
strength while reducing material usage.

Affordable Housing at Unprecedented
Speed

One of the most compelling aspects of
3D-printed homes is their potential to
address global housing shortages. In
many parts of the world, millions lack
access to affordable housing. Traditional
construction is often too slow and expen-
sive to meet demand.

3D printing offers a solution. Homes

can be built in aslittle as 24 to 48 hours at
a fraction of the cost. Governments and
non-profit organizations are already
exploring this technology to provide
housing for low-income communities and
disaster-affected regions.

Sustainability and Environmental
Impact

Beyond speed and cost, 3D-printed
homes are aso environmentally friendly.
The technology minimizes waste by using
only the required amount of material.
Some projects even incorporate recycled
materials, further reducing environmental
impact.

Additionally, the designs often include
energy-efficient features such as insula-
tion-friendly structures and optimized lay-
outs, making these homes more sustain-
able in the long run.

Challenges and the Road Ahead

Despite its promise, 3D printing in
construction is not without challenges.
Regulatory frameworks are still catching
up, and building codesin many regions do
not yet fully accommodate this technolo-
gy. There are also questions about dura-
bility, scalability, and public acceptance.
While early results are promising, wide-
spread adoption will require continued
innovation and policy support.

A New Era of Construction

3D-printed homes are more than a
technological novelty—they represent a
paradigm shift.

As the world grapples with urbaniza-
tion, climate change, and housing crises,
thisinnovation offersaglimpse of afuture
where shelter is not a privilege but a rap-
idly accessible necessity.

computer or smartphone with

. What if you could
type amessage, control a
device, or even move a ¥
robotic arm—without —
lifting a finger? Brain-
computer interfaces
(BCls) are turning this = =
possibility into reality, i
bridging the gap
between human thought
and machine action.

BCls work by detecting
electrical signals produced by
the brain. These signals are
interpreted by algorithms and

Precisionand Possibility: The
Evolution of RobotlcSurgery

sooner compared to tradi-

In an operating room, a sur-
geon sits at a console, guiding

_—— Can be invasive,
g involving implants
in the brain, or non-

b invasive, using

external sensors.

Transforming Lives
One of the most powerful
applications of BCls is in
healthcare. For individuals
with paralysis or neurological

translate a surgeon’s hand move-
ments into smaller, more precise

environment using only their
thoughts. In some cases, BCls
have even enabled people to
regain limited movement.

Beyond Medicine

While healthcare remains
the primary focus, BCls are
also being explored in gam-
ing, education, and productiv-
ity. Imagine controlling your

tional surgery.

ties.

served regions.

Challenges and Costs
Despite its benefits, robotic

Expanding Capabilities

Robotic surgery is used
in a wide range of proce-
dures, from cardiac opera-
tions to cancer treatments.
The technology continues
to evolve, with improve-
ments in artificia intelli-
gence and machine learn-
ing enhancing its capabili-

Remote Surgery:
Breaking Barriers

One of the most exciting
developments is remote
surgery, where procedures
can be performed across
distances. This has the
potential to bring expert
medical care to under-

your mind, or enhancing

learning through direct brain

translated into disorders, this technology stimulation. As with any
commands for offers a new level of inde- transformative technology,
computers or pendence. Patients can com- BCls raise important ethical
machines. municate, control wheel- questions. Who owns the data
The technology chairs, and interact with their generated by our brains? How

can privacy be protected?
There are also concerns about
potential misuse, such as
unauthorized access to neural
data. Despite these chal-
lenges, the potential of BCls
is immense. As technology
advances, interfaces are
becoming more accurate, less
invasive, and more accessible.

What if every window in a building could gen-
erate electricity without changing its appearance?

robotic arms with remarkable
precision. Miles away, a patient
lies on the table, benefiting from
a procedure that combines
human expertise with machine
accuracy. This is robotic sur-
gery—a field that is transform-
ing modern medicine. '

pain,
How Robotic Surgery Works  faster
Robotic surgical systems

actions. These systems provide
enhanced visualization, often in
3D, and allow for minimally
invasive procedures.

Benefits for Patients

The advantages are signifi-
cant. Smaller incisions mean less
reduced blood loss, and

often return to normal life much
B T T T T

recovery times. Patients

surgery is expensive, and access
remains limited in many parts of
the world. Training and mainte-
nance also pose challenges.

A New Sandard in Healthcare

As costs decrease and tech-
nology advances, robotic surgery
is likely to become more wide-
spread, setting new standards for
precision and patient care.

Transparent solar panels are turning this vision into
reality, offering a new way to harness renewable
energy.

The Science Behind the Innovation
Unlike traditional solar panels, transparent ver-
sions use materias that capture invisible wave-
lengths of light, such as ultraviolet and infrared,

while allowing visible light to pass through.
This makes them ideal for windows, glass

WaterfromAir: Tur ningthe
Invisibleintoalifeline

Imagine standing in a dry, arid landscape where water is scarce, yet a
machine nearby quietly pulls moisture from the air and converts it into
clean, drinkable water. Thisis no longer science fiction—it isareality made
possible by atmospheric water generation.

How It Works

The concept is deceptively simple. Even in dry climates, air contains
some level of humidity. Atmospheric water generators capture this moisture
by cooling air until condensation forms. The collected water is then filtered
and purified, making it safe to drink.

Advanced systems can produce several liters of water per day, depend-
ing on environmental conditions.

A Solution to Water Scarcity

Water scarcity is one of the most pressing global challenges. Millions of
people lack access to clean drinking water, and climate change is exacerbat-
ing the problem. Water-from-air technology offers a decentralized solution.
Unlike traditional water infrastructure, which requires extensive pipelines
and reservoirs, these machines can operate independently, providing water
in remote or disaster-stricken areas.

Applications Around the World

From military operations to rural communities, atmospheric water gen-
erators are finding diverse applications. In disaster zones, where infrastruc-
ture is damaged, these machines can provide immediate relief.

In urban settings, they offer a sustainable alternative to bottled water,
reducing plastic waste and dependence on supply chains.

Environmental Considerations

While promising, the technology does require energy to operate.
However, many systems are now being integrated with renewable energy
sources such as solar panels, making them more sustainable.

The Future of Water I ndependence

As innovation continues, the efficiency and affordability of these sys-
tems are expected to improve. In the future, homes and communities may
rely on air as a primary water source, reducing dependence on traditional
supply systems.

Water from air is more than an innovation—it is a lifeline, offering hope
in aworld where every drop counts.

Poweringthe Future: TheRise
of Transparent Solar Panels

facades, and even smartphone
screens.

Transforming Urban
L andscapes

Cities are filled with glass
structures that currently serve
only aesthetic or functional pur-
poses. With transparent solar
panels, these surfaces can
become energy-generating
assets. This could significantly
reduce reliance on conventional
power sources and lower energy
costs.

Sustainability Benefits

By integrating solar technol-
ogy into existing structures,
transparent panels eliminate the
need for additional land or
installations. This makes renew-
able energy more accessible and
scalable.

Challenges to Overcome

Efficiency remains akey challenge. Transparent
panels currently produce less energy than tradition-
al ones. However, ongoing research is focused on
improving performance.

A Brighter, Cleaner Future

Astechnology evolves, transparent solar panels
could become a standard feature in buildings
worldwide. They represent a seamless blend of
functionality and sustainability—an innovation
that truly powers the future.



