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srael says strikes targef US, Israel defend strikes at emergency Security
ran missile, o defence Council meeting as Iran alleges "war crime

sites

world. (Agency) condemnedran’s retaliatory attacksfor  aboutthe “warmongeringstatementsby  was killed in the strikeS'he assassination

The.ll(sraeli military said it Igul?ched a fff’fh WSVE.O]( UN Secretary-General violating the sovereigntyand territorial  the U.S. in recent weeks andged the of the second leader of the Islamic
(sjtr:c es tageting Iranian "Ia ISE:XFT;I'SSI e ?n . ar Anténio Guterres told the integrity of Bahrain,Iraq, JordanKuwait, council to act nowThe issue before the Republic, who had no designated
efence sites on Sundayhile a Journalist in Qatar SaudiArabia and the United Arab  council is straightforward:whetherany  successor, raised the prospects of a

T;—rfrgﬁg fﬁgﬁ?edshg‘?‘g;g;%dtﬁépBﬁgfﬁg began council that everything Emirates.The U.S. ambassador to the protractectonflict given Iranianthreats

; . - United Nations, MikeéWaltz, insisted the of retaliation.lranian and US
waves of strikes on Saturdagalling for regime must be done to prevent U.S. military action was lawful.“Iran ambassadors have tense back-and-
change in Iran and prompting retaliation from the . cannot have a nuclear weapon," he told t forthin a rare exchangethe U.S. and
Islamic Republic. _ _ . an escalation. council. “That principle is not a mattef Iranian ambassadorsraded warnings

A military statement said ISraeli 0rCes Nad D U politics. It's a matter of global security and direct rebi$ toward the end of the
additional strike wave tgeting the ballistic missile UNITED NATIONS. (Agency) And to that end, the Unitedaes is taking emergency session as military

array and the aerial defence systems belonging 0 thg, . itef @ates and Israel clashed with lawful actions.”Israe U.N. Ambassador
Iranian terror regime”, without specifying any * = = o0 emeency meeting of the U.N. Danny Danon defended the airstrikes af
location.At least three explosions were heard  in Security Council on Saturday where then€cessary to stop an existential threaeu\,gi

aggression between their countries
risked spillinginto a regionalar.After
Waltz respondedo Iranianclaimsthat
the U.S. hadviolatedinternationallaw,

Tehran around 0030 GMiheAFPjournalist said. U.N. chief and many countrie lahalt are stopping extremism before it becom . . :
Iravani asked to speak again to issue a

Israel's military chief Eyal Zamir said on Saturday that to their attacks and a return to negotinti  Unstoppable,hesaid.“Wewill ensurehat

the campaign against Iran comes after it "aretéd" - " dical ; d with I - ing:“l advi h ;

. L A . ! to revent the conflict from spreadingNO radical regime arme with nuclear warning: | advisetot erepresentative
its ballistic missile production and continued to furtﬁerinto the region and beyond? gweaponﬁmdballisticmissilesx:anthreaten member state majncluding a permanent  of the United Stes to be polite. It will
promote nuclear weapon research. Secretary-Generantonio Guterres told the Ourpeopleortheentireworld.”Amir Saeid member of this council, through the use ofbe better for yourself and the country you

“We now face a significant, decisive and i i Iravani, Iran's ambassador to the U.N., toldf i ion, d [ t."Vallt ded diatel
! . council that everything must be done to Ira ador N., toldorce, coercion or aggression, determingepresent.”\&lltz respondedmmediately
unprecedented operation to dismantlectigabilities | ey ent an escala)t/ion.“gThe alternative,” hehe council that the airstrikes have killedthe political future or system of anothersaying, “This representativesits here, in

of the Iranian terrorist regime,” he said in a televised | o 4 g 3 potential wider conflict with andinjured hundredsof Iraniancivilians,  state or impose control over itsfaifs,”  this body representing a regime that has
statement. grave &onsequences for civilians andWhich he called a war crime and a crimelravani said.During his speech, the Iraniarkilled tensof thousand®f its own people,
. . regional stability'Guterres said the U.S. against humanitiie blasted the U.N. and diplomat did not mention or comment onand imprisoned many more, simply for
Deu‘l’h ‘I'O” from Isrueh S‘I’“ke and Israeli airstrikes violated internationalthe Security Council, its most powerful President Donald@rump's statement that wanting freedom from your entire

law, including the U.N. CharteHe also Pody for not heedinglehrans warnings = Supremeleader Aatollah Ali Khamenei  tyranny”

that hit school in south now

108: Iranian Red Crescent How succession works in Iran and who will = 'He Bet on Bombs': Mystery

be the country's next supreme leader 4% Yade &s 4 iore O ehran

DUBAI. (Agency) the Assembly of Experts "must, as deliberations about successionand
The death of Iran's Supreme Leadeisoon as possible”, pick a new supremenachinationsover it take place far World. (Agency)
AyatollahAli Khamenei after almost leader under Iranian law.The panel from the public eye, making it hard to Three hours after bombs strubshran in a joint U.S.-
37 years in power raises paramountonsistsentirely of Shiite clericswho  gauge who may be a top contender Israel operation, one anonymous trader was already

questions abouthe country'suture.  are popularly elected every eight yeaPseviously it was thought Khamenei's _counting his winnings. o
The contours of a complex successiorand whose candidacies are approvegrotégé,hard-line PresidentEbrahim | On Polymarket, a crypto-based prediction platform
process began to take shape the by the Guardian Council, Iran's Raisi, may try to take the mantle. Where users buy and sell "YES" or "NO" shares|on
morning after Khamenei's However he was killed in a May| real-world events, a wallet known as "Magamyman"
assassination. 2024 helicopter crashThat has turned a controversial wager into a windfall.
Here is what to know: T y ; ; left one of Khamenei's song, According to blockchain data, the account collected
A temporary leadership council assum &¥ s - Mojtaba, a 56-yeaold Shiite | $431,146 after betting "YES" on a strike scenario
The Iranian Red Crescent said the death toll from adutiesAs outlined in its constitution cleric, as a potential candidate, Weeks before the first missile was reported.
strike on Saturday that hit a school in the rdoyls Iran on Sunday formed a council t{ gl ' though he has never heldThe trade was placed when markets priced [the
south has risen to 108, after the US and Israelassume leadership duties and goveg government dfce. But a father | Pprobability at 27 cents, implying justa 27% chance of
launched a wave of attacks on the Islamic republic.  the countryThe council is made up ofji to-son transfer in the case of ja Military action. While diplomats were still
“The number of student martyrs at Minab School has Iran's sitting president, the head of thg supreme leader could spark anger negotiating and Oman's foreign minister was
reached 108, and relief and debris removarafions country's judiciary and a member d not only among Iranians already Signaling that peace talks were within reach, the
are still ongoing," a spokesperson for thgamisation . the Guardian Council chosen by Iran's critical of clerical rule, but alsg Walletpouredin $235,947 onthe "YES"side.
said.AFPwas unable to access the location to verify ExpediencyCouncil, which advises constitutional watchdogrhat body is among supporters of the systemWhen the market resolved, each winning share paid out
the toll or the circumstances surrounding the incident. the supreme leader and settles disputdenownfor disqualifyingcandidatesn ~ Some may see it as un-Islamic and|in $1. .
When contacted bFP, the Israeli military did not ~ with parliament.Iran's reformist various elections in Iran and theline with creating a newreligious | The payoutwasn'ta onetof
offer an immediate comment on the reports. President Masoud Pezeshkianand Assembly of Experts is no dynasty after the 1979 collapse of th&Crypto watchers claim the same account has made 88
The Pentagon also did not immediately respond to ahard-line judiciary chief different.The Guardian Council barredU.S.-backed Shah Mohammad Reza Iran-focused predictions since October 2024: every
request for comment, but a CENTCOM Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei are itsformer Iranian President Hassan Pahlavi's government.#ansition like
spokesperson was quotedye NewYork Times as members who will step in and Rouhani,a relative moderatewhose this has happened only once before
saying: "W are aware of reports concerning civilian "temporarily assume all the duties of administratiorstruckthe2015nuclear There has been only one other transfe
harm resulting from ongoing military operatioki¢e leadership."fpanelof clericsselectsa  deal with world powers, from election power in the dfce of the supreme
take these reports seriously and are looking into them.new supreme leaderhough the for theAssembly of Experts in March leader of Iran, the paramount decisior
"The protection of civilians is of utmost importance, leadership council will govern in the 2024.Khamenei's son could be a maker since the country's 1979 Islam
and we will continue to take all precautions available interim, an 88-member panel calledpossible contenderClerical Revolution.

to minimise the risk of unintended harm."
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"t s v mos s e o Shiipping Companies Tell

crimes committed by the aggressors".Israel and the

US launched a wave of strikes against their longtime
foe on Saturday morning.The Iranian Red Crescent Ves se I s To Stee r C I ea r Of G U If

Eaid OIP'IIsztur%a%/4(e7\{eningdtha§hat |??Stk201 people had single one tied to escalating deadlines, strike
een killed an injured in the attacks. i iti i
: Paris. (Agency) the statement from CMACGM, the Iranianofficials haveoftenthreatened SB%?Nr}ia,Ql%?U?rsgg(égggtrﬁé“:)atsg?gmiUNS(t)Ergf_ Super
. . Two major shipping groups on Saturdayworld's third-largest container  toblockinthe eventofaUS attack, i$ , another instance cited by traders, the wallet allegedly
EXp|OSIOn, Gunfll’e In KUbUI suspended navigation through theshipping company'Passagethrough key transit point for global oil won $278,079 betting that Israel \)vould strike Iran by
Gulf as conflict flared between the the Suez is suspended until furthertrade.Accordingo datafrom maritime January 31 Now even as missiles reportedly
AS Afghun FOI‘(eS ShOOT AT United Sates, Israel and Iran, piling notice and ships will be rerouted analyticssite Marine Tracker traffic continue to fiythe account has fresh positions opén
. _— onto a growing maritime slowdown in around the Cape of Good Hope,"through the trade artery has | jncluding $78,000 on a "US strikes Iran by March 1
P(]leTunl Alr(ruﬁ' the region.The announcements camevhich would prolongthe journey by plummeted and a slew of oil tankers market.The timing is what has triggered
as Iran's Revolutionary Guards hadthousandsf kilometresthestatement have turned around or been stopped aly|arm.Separate X posts allege the account placed a
world. (Agency) warned several ships that theet of added.Hapag-Lloydheworld'sfifth-  the strait. The EU's naval mission to the key trade 71 minutes before news of the strike became

An explosion followed by multiple rounds of gunfire Hormuz, the vital waterway for oil largest containershipping company Red Sea confirmed that vessels hadpyplic, turning roughly $87,000 into more than half a

were reportedly heard A&fghanistan's capital, Kabul, —from the Gulf, was "basically closed”, said it was suspending all transitreceived radio messagesom the| million dollars overnight when odds were sitting jat
Iran'sTasnim news agency reported. throughthe Strait of Hormuz, which  IRGC saying the tBait was blocked ta  179%.Polymarket itself operates as a decentralized

France's CMACGM issued a statement connects the Gulf to the open seastraffic, despte no formd closue prediction market. Users connect crypto wallets,
telling its vessels in the Gulf to "take "until furthernotice."Severashipping order.The Strait of Hormuz is deposit USDC stablecoins, and trade shares priced
shelter" and also suspended passad@es,including DanishgiantMaersk, frequently the scene of ship seizuresbetween $0 and $1The price reflects crowd
through the Suez Canal because of thevarned clients of possible delivery  and attacks.The vital corridor links the probability 17 cents equals a 17% perceived chance.
regional conflict."All ships currently delaysasshipsre-routed. TheUnited Gulf to the Indian Ocean and |js When an outcome is confirmed, winning shares pay
in the Gulf, or on route to the Gulf, States for its part warned ships to staysituated between Iran and Oman's| $1 automaticallySupporters ayue prediction
have received the instruction, with away from the Gulf due to ongoing Musandamnexclave situatedatthetip markets aggregate informatiorfiefently and often
immediate dkct, to take shelt¢rsaid military activity. The strait, which ofapeninaula. outperform pundits.

Questions cloud Trump's case for war against Iran

as fighting between Pakistan afaiban entered its
fourth day on Sunday he Taliban government said
Afghan forces were shooting at Pakistani aircraft.

"o calling on lIranians to overthrow their that Iranian missiles could "soon" strike the
"Anti-aircraft fire is being directed at Pakistani aircraflFan rejected every government.But Iran was said to ha United States is meanwhile called into
in Kabul; retsident?( should notgebe_lrl]arlliniﬁmgjbla_n h-ﬂDDO”Un”V to renounce fhEiI’ signaled in talks that it was willing to ceas questionby a 2025 Defenselntelligence
government spokesperson Zabihulla ujahi

W stockpilingnucleamaterial,while Tehran
ey mstalintons:and postssme ot tham| uclear ambitions,” Trump said - may, 2% be vears avay fom Sevelopr
’ LT . . .
Kabul and Kandahain one of the deepest incursiondnl @ roughly eight-minute video intercontinental range -- raising significar
into its neighbour in recent years.The escalation came . questions aboutrump's rationale for the
hours afteAfghan forces attacked Pakistani bordef1€5500g€ posted on social conflict."Presidenfirump did not makea
troops in what theTaliban government said was H strong case for an imminent threat pos
retaliation for deadly airstrikes earlier this week. elTSedlu'Il(norlf Thun an hOUI’ ufier by Iran that would justify the massive joir
After the strikes, Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehb strikes beqan. US-Israelistrikes,"saidMonaYacoubian,
Sharif said his country's armed forces can "crush g director of the Middle East Program at tt missileissuesTrumpcitedothersource®f
aggressors."Our forces have the full capability to WASHINGT ON (A Center for Strategic and International tension with Iran, including the 1979
crush any aggressive ambitions," he said. _ -(Agency) Studies.His call for the Iranian people to who has been mediating talks betweertakeoverof the US embassyin Tehran,
Pakistan's defence minister Khawajsif declared an " resident Donaldrump made his case for prepare to take control underscores that thehran andiashington, said Friday that attacksby Iranian proxy groupson US
"open war" with thd@aliban government. war against Iran early on Saturday as Ugmpitions here are more akin to regimeiran had agreed to cease stockpilindorces and international shipping in the
"Our patience has reached its limit. Now it is open war and Israeli forces bombed the Islamicchange, "vacoubiansaid,alsonotingthat  nuclear material needed to make a weapofegion, as well as Iran's deadly crackdown
between us and you," Pakistan's Defence Minister €Public, saying conflict was required 10 aecording to intelligence assessments,- a major concession he said would havé@n protesters.But proxy attacks on
KhawajaAsif posted on X as the Pakistani military eliminate "imminent threats” frofehran.  jran's nuclear program was "still not closeeliminated the nuclear threat."If you American forces were not currently
launched operation 'Ghazab Lil Haq againsfan rejected every opportunity to renounceo weaponizing."fump had repeatedly cannot stockpile material that is enrichedongoing, andrump had hailed a ceasefire
Afghanistan.lslamabad accuses tAaliban of their nUCIe_ar amb_'t'onSvTrl;'mP said in a lgimed to have obliterated Tehran's then there is no way you can actually creatéast year as having halted attacks on
harbouring theTehreek-e-@liban Pakistan (TTP) roughly eight-minute video messagenyclear program in June 2025 strikes, ané bomb,"Albusaidi told CBS's "Face the shipping by Yemen'sIran-backedHuthi
group, who it says are carrying out attacks inside Posted on social media more than an houhe US military did not mention nuclear Nation.™If the ultimate objective is to rebels.Andwhile Trump had repeatedly
Pakistan, a chge theTaliban denies. The latest strikes 2. US Strikes began."They attempted tqelated sites in a list of @ets it had struck ensure forever that Iran cannot have dhreatenedmilitary intervention if Iran
mark the most serious escalation between Pakistaliebttj-"d ﬂc]jelr Inuplealr program qnd_l touonSatur_day o nuclear bomb, | think we have cracked thakilled protesters, he pulled back from
and Afghanistan in recent months, threatening a tl?z:t Inue developing long-rangé misslieyrogress in negotiations? problem through these negotiations," theordering strikes last month at the height of

fragile ceasefire along the 2,600-km frontier home};gglg ”S]go[']Srea‘égidgﬁ‘”;gigaglgomani Foreign Minister Badr Albusaidi, foreign minister saidfimp's assertion Tehran's crackdown on dissent.

Agency assessment that sé@hran did not
have intercontinental bdlistic misdles
then, and that it could take until 2035 for it
to develop 60 such weapons.Tehran
currently possesseshort- and medium-
range ballistic missiles with ranges that top
outataboutl,850miles(3,000kilometers),
according to the US Congressional
Research Service.Aside from nuclear anc
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Khamenei's Body Recovered from Iran Compound;
Netanyahu, Trump Shown Photograph

RNS: In a stunning escalation
that has shaken West Asia,
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei has been
confirmed dead following
coordinated US-Israeli air-
strikes on Tehran, according
to Iranian state media.

The 86-year-old leader’s body
was reportedly recovered
from the rubble of his heav-
ily fortified residential com-
pound after intense overnight
bombardment. The strikes,
described as among the most
significant in the region in
decades, also claimed the lives
of several senior Iranian offi-
cials and members of Khame-
nei’s family.

Leadership  Decapitation
Strike
Multiple ~strategic targets

across Tehran were hit in
the operation, including the
Supreme Leader’s official

residence. Satellite images
showed the complex reduced
to debris, with Israeli officials
claiming the compound was
“completely destroyed””
Among those killed were
Iran’s Defence Minister Aziz
Nasirzadeh and senior Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps commander Moham-
mad Pakpour, dealing a se-
vere blow to Tehran's military
command structure.

Israeli broadcaster Channel
12 and public network Kan
earlier reported that photo-
graphic evidence of Khame-
nei’s body had been shown
to Donald Trump and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, citing senior Israeli
sources.

Trump Claims Massive
Blow to Iran’s Leadership
Speaking to Fox News, Trump
said 48 senior Iranian leaders

had been killed in the ongo-
ing military campaign.
“Nobody can believe the suc-
cess were having. Forty-eight
leaders are gone in one shot,
he said, calling the operation
a decisive success and indicat-
ing that strikes were advanc-
ing “faster than anticipated.”
Netanyahu, while initially
guarded, later acknowledged
there were “strong indica-
tions” that Irans top leader-
ship had been eliminated in

the assault.

Retaliation Engulfs the Gulf
Even as strikes continued for
a second day, Iran launched
a sweeping retaliatory bar-
rage of ballistic missiles and
drones targeting Israel, US
military facilities, and Gulf
states including Saudi Arabia
and the UAE.

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps claimed it fired
four ballistic missiles at the
USS Abraham Lincoln strike

group and launched more
than 500 drones across the
region.

In Israel, emergency services
reported that nine people
were killed in a ballistic mis-
sile strike in Beit Shemesh,
with 27 others injured.

The UAE confirmed three
fatalities after 165 ballistic
missiles and 541 drones were
launched toward its territory.
While the majority were inter-
cepted, several drones struck
residential areas in Dubai,
injuring dozens and damag-
ing infrastructure. A drone
targeting Zayed International
Airport in Abu Dhabi was
intercepted mid-air, while
Dubai International Airport
sustained limited damage in a
separate incident.

Kuwait reported 97 ballistic
missiles launched toward its
territory, with falling debris

injuring troops at Ali Al Sa-
lem Air Base. Bahrain said
its airport was damaged in
a drone strike. Saudi Arabia
summoned Irans ambas-
sador after accusing Tehran
of direct aggression. Oman
confirmed two drones hit the
Dugm commercial port, in-
juring one worker.

A Region on the Brink
Khamenei’s death marks a
historic turning point for
Iran, where he had ruled since
1989. The sudden elimina-
tion of the country’s supreme
authority and key military
figures has triggered deep
uncertainty over political suc-
cession and fears of wider re-
gional war.

Global powers are closely
monitoring developments as
West Asia teeters on the edge
of a broader and potentially
prolonged conflict.
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workforce legacy.

damaged.

DVC’s Success Built on Former Employees’
Dedication, Says Anubhavi

Chandrapura: Five retiring employees of the Damodar
Valley Corporation (DVC) were felicitated at a farewell
ceremony held at the Chandrapura Thermal Power Station,
marking the end of their dedicated service.

Senior General Manager and Project Head Ram Kumar
Anubhavi praised the retirees for their invaluable contri-
bution to DVC’s growth. “Former employees have played
a crucial role in taking DVC to new heights. Their hard
work laid the foundation of the corporation’s progress,” he
said, urging employees to remain united and committed to
excellence. The retirees — Vijay Kumar Pandey, Narendra
Kumar Singh, Baijun Manjhi, Anand Pramanik and Bhim-
sen Gorai — were presented with mementoes and extended
wishes for a healthy and fulfilling future.

Chief General Manager (HR) D.C. Pandey emphasized
that a person’s true identity lies in their work and deeds,
adding that sincere efforts drive institutional success.

The programme was conducted by Animesh Giri and at-
tended by senior officials from finance, HR and other de-
partments. Separately, the EMPC department also organ-
ized a special farewell function to honour Vijay Kumar
Pandey and Narendra Kumar Singh.

The ceremony concluded on an emotional note, celebrating
years of service and reaffirming DVC’s commitment to its

Liquor Mafia Attacks Police Team in Tekari;
Two Officers Injured, Vehicle Damaged

Gaya Ji: A police team was attacked by suspected liquor
smugglers in Tekari subdivision of Gaya district on Satur-
day evening after officials intercepted a tractor allegedly
carrying illegal liquor concealed beneath bricks.

The incident occurred near Jagdishpur—Makhpa road when
police, acting on a tip-off, chased a suspicious tractor trol-
ley reportedly transporting a large consignment of English
liquor toward Kespa. The vehicle was tracked near Kespa
More. As police attempted to stop the tractor near Jagdish-
pur, the driver reportedly jumped from the moving vehi-
cle and fled. The tractor lost control and overturned on the
roadside. During the search, officers recovered a substan-
tial quantity of English liquor hidden under bricks.
However, while the seizure process was underway, a group
of miscreants reached the spot and launched an attack on
the police team, pelting bricks and stones. In the chaos, two
police personnel sustained injuries and a police vehicle was

Tension gripped the area for some time, but additional forc-
es were deployed and the situation was later brought under
control. Further investigation is underway to identify and
arrest those involved in the attack and illegal liquor trade.
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‘In One Shot’: Trump Claims US Attack Eliminated

48

Washington: President
Donald Trump on Sunday
declared that 48 senior Irani-
an leaders had been killed in
sweeping U.S.-Israeli strikes,
describing the operation as a
decisive success and saying
the campaign was progress-
ing faster than expected.
Speaking in separate televi-
sion interviews, Trump said
the coordinated assault had
dealt a crippling blow to
Irans command structure.
“Nobody can believe the
success we're having.
Forty-eight leaders are gone
in one shot. And it’s mov-
ing along rapidly, he said,
portraying the offensive as
both strategic and ahead of
schedule.

The president asserted that
the objective was to disman-
tle Iran’s leadership network
and significantly weaken its
military capacity.

He maintained that the op-
eration was unfolding in a
“very positive way” and in-
sisted it was being carried
out in the interest of global
security.

F

First US Casualties An-
nounced

Shortly after Trump’s remarks,
United States Central Com-
mand confirmed that Ameri-
can forces had suffered casual-
ties in the escalating conflict.
Three U.S. service members
were reported killed, five se-
riously wounded, and several
others injured. The command
also announced that U.S. forc-
es had destroyed an Iranian
naval vessel docked in the
Gulf of Oman, marking a sig-
nificant escalation at sea.

Top Iranian Commanders

(] -

Hints of Possible Talks

Despite the intensifying
military campaign, Trump
indicated he was open to
discussions with Tehran. He
said he would “be talking” to
Iranian leaders but declined
to provide details on timing
or participants. He also sug-
gested that several figures
previously involved in nego-
tiations were no longer alive.
Referring to Irans top
leadership, including Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, Trump implied

[y

that recent strikes had dra-
matically altered the coun-
try’s political hierarchy.
“They should have done it
sooner,” Trump said, argu-
ing that diplomatic options
had been available before the
outbreak of hostilities.

As US. and Israeli forces
press forward with opera-
tions, the conflict appears to
be entering a more volatile
phase — marked by heavy
losses, heightened rhetoric,
and uncertain prospects for
dialogue.

Magadh University Celebrates 65 Years of

by Prabhat Sinha

Bodhgaya: Magadh Univer-
sity marked its 65th Founda-
tion Day with grandeur and
pride at its campus in Bod-
hgaya on Sunday, celebrat-
ing six and a half decades
of academic excellence and
institutional growth.

The ceremony began with
the traditional lighting of
the lamp by Union Minis-
ter Jitan Ram Manjhi, Bihar
Legislative Assembly Speak-
er Prem Kumar, and Vice-
Chancellor Prof. ~ Shashi
Pratap Shahi.

Addressing the gathering,

.fl =

Manjhi reflected on the
university’s rich legacy and
praised its vital contribution
to higher education in Bihar
and across the country. He
emphasized the role of edu-

Academic Legacy in Bodhgaya

cation in nation-building
and commended the institu-
tion for expanding access to
quality learning.

Speaker Prem Kumar high-
lighted the university’s de-

velopmental journey and
urged continued focus on
academic standards and in-
stitutional progress.
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Shahi
welcomed the dignitaries
and outlined the university’s
recent achievements and
future roadmap, reaffirming
its commitment to academic
innovation, administrative
reforms, and holistic student
development.

Faculty members, depart-
ment heads, officials, and
a large number of students
participated in the celebra-
tion.

Ayatollah Alireza Arafi Named Iran’s
Interim Supreme Leader Following
Khamenei Killing

Iran: In a dramatic turn of events, senior cleric Ayatollah
Alireza Arafi has been named Iran’s interim Supreme Lead-
er following the killing of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in joint
US—Israeli airstrikes on Tehran.

Iranian state media confirmed that Article 111 of the Con-
stitution has been invoked, triggering an emergency lead-
ership mechanism. Under this provision, a three-member
council temporarily assumes the powers of the Supreme
Leader until a permanent successor is chosen. Arafi has
been appointed as the jurist member of this council and will
oversee key responsibilities during the transition period.
Khamenei was killed in what officials described as large-
scale coordinated strikes targeting critical military and gov-
ernment installations in Tehran. The attacks also claimed
the lives of Iran’s Chief of Army Staff General Abdol Rahim
Mousavi and Defense Minister General Aziz Nasirzadeh.
Authorities said nearly 200 people were killed and more
than 700 injured in the bombardment. A 40-day state
mourning has been declared across Iran.

BSL Basant Mela Opens with Grand Fanfare
at Library Ground Bokaro

v e A E ST LY B ERdL
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Ranchi: The 2nd National Moot Court Competition on
Consumer Protection Laws, 2026 concluded with a grand
valedictory ceremony at the National University of Study
and Research in Law (NUSRL), Ranchi. Justices Sujit
Narayan Prasad and Ananda Sen of the Jharkhand High
Court graced the occasion as chief guests.

Organized by the Chair on Consumer Research and Policy,
NUSRL, with support from the Ministry of Consumer Af-
fairs, Food and Public Distribution, the three-day national
event saw participation from 43 teams representing NLUs,
central universities and leading private law institutions. Af-
ter a rigorous screening process, 18 teams advanced to the
oral rounds. The total prize pool stood at X1 lakh.
Hidayatullah National Law University clinched the Win-
ner’s Trophy, while National Law Institute University, Bho-
pal, finished as Runners-up.

Addressing the gathering, Justice Prasad emphasized the
enduring importance of books and deep study of statutes
and landmark judgments despite technological advances.
Justice Sen encouraged balanced and responsible use of
technology in legal research, expressing confidence in the
next generation of legal professionals.

Vice-Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) Ashok R. Patil thanked partici-
pants and organizers, noting that moot courts play a vital
role in sharpening advocacy skills and strengthening legal
education.

Hotel Management Institute Key to
Building Successful Hospitality
Careers: Singh
by Sddharth Pandey

Chaibasa: In a major step towards
strengthening professional hospitality
education in the region, athree-year di-

ploma course in hotel management will
soon be launched in Kadma, Jamshed-
pur. Students who have completed Class
12 will be eligible for admission.
Advocate Sanjay Kumar Singh of Press
News Lahar and Law Friends Associates
LLP said the course is aimed at meeting
the rising demand for skilled professionals in the hospitality sector.
The District Bar Association, Jamshedpur, will extend support to
the institute. The programme will offer practical training in front
office operations, housekeeping, food and beverage services, and
culinary arts, along with leadership, communication, and custom-
er service skills.

Singh said professional hotel management education opens strong
career avenues, including global job opportunities, competitive
salaries, and entrepreneurship prospects in the expanding hospi-

tality industry.

Vasundhara Gali Soaksin Spring Spirit as Women

Celeo

by Apurva

Bokaro: The vibrant hues of
Holi painted Vasundhara Gali
in Sector 3B with joy and to-
getherness as the Vasundhara
Parivar Mahila Mandal hosted
a grand Holi Milan celebration
filled with color, music, and
harmony.

As the festivities began, the en-
tire lane transformed into a can-
vas of rainbow shades. Women
warmly applied abir and gulal

to one another, exchanging ear-
ly Holi greetings and heartfelt
embraces. The gathering ech-
oed with laughter, festive songs,
and a strong message of social
harmony and mutual love.

The celebration turned lively as
women and children presented
energetic dance performances
on traditional Holi songs, folk
melodies, and popular film
tracks. The enthusiasm of the
children added extra charm to
the event. Adding to the excite-
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rate Grand Holi in Bokaro
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ment, several fun-filled compe-
titions were organized, drawing
enthusiastic participation from
women who showcased their
creativity and talent.

Among those present were
Rupa, Anamika, Ruby, Renu,
Anita, Kanchan, Rashmi, Lak-
shmi, Veena, Pinky, Priyanka,
Khushboo, Chanda  Singh,
Munni Devi, Amravati, Sunita,
Asha, Reema, Moni and many
others, making the celebration
amemorable community affair.

Grand Holi Milan Marks Foundation Day
of Sampoorna Brahmin Samaj

by Arun Pathak

Bokaro: The Sampoorna Brah-
min Samaj marked its founda-
tion day with a vibrant Holi
Milan Samaroh at City Park
on Sunday, witnessing an im-
pressive turnout of community
members.

The programme began with
Lord Parashurama worship
and ceremonial lamp lighting
by district president Vishnu
Shankar Mishra and guests. In
his address, Mishra highlighted
the organizations commitment
to social upliftment and called
for unity within the community.
Former MPs Yadu Nath Pandey
and Ravindra Pandey empha-
sized solidarity, awareness, and
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cultural values while extending
Holi greetings.

A cultural segment featuring
devotional songs and tradi-
tional Holi performances added
colour to the celebration, with
local artists enthralling the au-
dience. Renowned singer Arun
Pathak captivated the audience
with popular Holi renditions,
while other artists presented
bhajans and festive melodies.
Instrumental performances on
flute, keyboard, and octopad
added to the festive spirit. The
event concluded with members
exchanging festive greetings
and reaffirming their collective
resolve for social harmony and

progress.
o

India Knock Out West Indies to Enter T20 World Cup
2026 Semi-Finals; Sanju Samson Smashes 97

Kolkata: India powered their
way into the semi-finals of the
ICC Men's T20 World Cup
with a sensational five-wicket
win over West Indies in a
high-voltage virtual quarter-
final at the iconic Eden Gar-
dens on Sunday.

The architect of the victory
was Sanju Samson, whose
breathtaking unbeaten 97 off
just 50 balls turned a tense
chase into a memorable tri-
umph. His explosive knock —
laced with 12 fours and four
towering sixes — propelled
India to 199/5 in 19.2 overs,
chasing down a stiff 196-run
target with four balls to spare
amid deafening cheers from a
packed home crowd.

West Indies Post 195/4 After
Late Surge

Put in to bat, West Indies
started steadily before Roston
Chase accelerated with a brisk
40 off 25 balls. Shimron Het-
myer chipped in with a quick
27 to steady the innings in the
middle overs.

Indias pace spearhead Jas-

prit Bumrah provided crucial ~ With 10 needed off the final

breakthroughs,  dismissing  over, Samson fittingly finished
both set batters at key mo-  the contest in emphatic fash-
ments. However, Rovman ion — smashing a massive six

Powell (34 off 19) and Jason and a boundary off Romario

Holder (37* off 22) stitched
together an unbeaten 76-run
stand for the fifth wicket, lift-
ing the Caribbean side to a
formidable 195/4 in their 20
overs.

Samson Leads the Charge in
Record Chase

India’s reply revolved entirely
around Samsons brilliance.
The stylish  right-hander
brought up his maiden T20
World Cup half-century in
just 26 balls, setting the tone
for an audacious chase.

He forged crucial partnerships
with skipper Suryakumar Ya-
davand Tilak Varma, ensuring
the asking rate never spiralled
out of control. Though West
Indies sensed an opening after
removing Tilak Varma and
Hardik Pandya in quick suc-
cession, Shivam Dube struck
two timely boundaries to calm
nerves.

Shepherd to seal India’s semi-
final berth and send the West
Indies crashing out of the
tournament.

Strong Comeback After Ear-
ly Setback

Indias win marked a strong
rebound after their Super 8
defeat to South Africa. Back-
to-back must-win victories
ensured their passage into the
last four with renewed mo-
mentum.

In the semi-finals, Group 1
toppers South Africa will face
New Zealand at Eden Gar-
dens on March 4, while India
are set to clash with Group 2
leaders England at Mumbar’s
Wankhede Stadium on March
5.

With Samson in sublime form
and the team peaking at the
right moment, Indias quest
for T20 World Cup glory re-
mains firmly alive.
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Nation paying heavy price for substance,
style of Modi's foreign policy: Congress

New Delhi.(Agency)

himself.

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali

completely silent on these assertions

]uirum Ramesh

accuses PM of moral

cowardice after

Khamenei killing,

criticises India-US

trade deal and

handling of regional

tensions
]

The Congress on Sunday said the
government's response to the war
unleashed on Iran has been a betrayal
of India's values, principles and
interests, as it claimed that the nation
is paying a heavy price for both the
substance and style of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's foreign
policy.

Taking a swipe at Modi, Congress
general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam Ramesh
said India's foreign policy under the
"self-styled Vishwaguru" stands
brutally exposed, notwithstanding
all the grandstanding on it by the
cheerleaders of the PM, led by

"Modi visited Israel on February 25-
26, 2026, at a time when the entire
world was aware that a US-Israel
military attack on Iran for regime
change was imminent. The assault
began just two days after Mr. Modi
left Israel where his speech to the
Knesset was a display of shameful
moral cowardice," Ramesh said on
X.

"The Modi government's response to
the war unleashed on Iran that has
involved targeted assassinations has
been a betrayal of India's values,
principles, concerns, and interests,"
he alleged.

Ramesh's remarks come after Iranian

Khamenei was killed in a major
attack by Israel and the United
States. State media reported that
the 86-year-old was killed in an
air strike targeting his compound
in downtown Tehran.

In his post on X, Ramesh lashed out
at the Modi government's foreign
policy.

"The US President continues his
romance with Pakistan,
applauding again and again the very
man whose inflammatory remarks
provided the backdrop to the terror
attacks in Pahalgam on April 22,
2025. The US has also categorically
come out in support of Pakistan's war

on Afghanistan," he said.

The US President has, at last count,
claimed a hundred times that he had
intervened to halt Operation Sindoor
on May 10, 2025 using the threat of
increased tariffs on India's exports to
the US, Ramesh said."But the PM is

of President Trump.The first
announcement of the halt to
Operation Sindoor was made by the
US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
at 5:37 PM on May 10, 2025," he
said.Ramesh further pointed out that
on February 2nd, 2026 President
Trump declared that - at Prime
Mijistrr Modi's request - the India-
US trade deal had been finalised and
is coming into effect
immediately."That this was a
desperate move by Mr. Modi who
was attempting to divert the
headlines from the issues raised by
Rahul Gandhi in Parliament is
clearly obvious," he claimed.

Delhi (M launches “nutrition programme’ for  Kejriwal visits temple day after relief,
children; inaugurates modern [CU at GTB

- Addressing the gathering, Gupta said that a nourished childhood forms the bedrock of 'Viksit Bharat', emphasising that nutrition is not T

New Delhi.(Agency)

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on
Saturday launched the ‘Morning Nutrition
Programme’ in collaboration with Akshaya
Patra Foundation, aiming to directly benefit
nearly 90,000 students across the Capital.

She also inaugurated a series of
major healthcare projects, §
reinforcing the government’s
push to upgrade medical
infrastructure in Delhi. At Guru | ©
Tegh Bahadur (GTB) Hospital,
she launched a 10-bed Medical
ICU ward, a modern GI HD
Video Endoscopy Suite and an
Integrated AYUSH Stress
Management Programme.

Addressing the gathering, Gupta
said that a nourished childhood
forms the bedrock of ‘Viksit
Bharat’, emphasising that
nutrition is not merely about
food but about building the nation’s future.

The programme, implemented in around 200
Delhi government schools, will provide
morning meals to children to boost their
energy, concentration and overall
development. Meals will be prepared and

merely about food but about building the nation’s future.

modern kitchens in Delhi.
Gupta noted that welfare initiatives under

full support for efforts ensuring that no child
begins the day hungry.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi — Further, Gupta laid the foundation stone of a

including PM Poshan, National Food
Security Act and Poshan Abhiyaan — have
strengthened the country’s nutrition

( rmag
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framework. She added that the Delhi
government is also expanding subsidised
meals through Atal Canteens, where food is
served at Rs 5, with a target of feeding one
lakh people daily.

Calling the initiative a model of government-
community partnership, Gupta reaffirmed
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new state-of-the-art OPD building at the
Institute of Human Behaviour and Allied
Sciences (IHBAS), aimed at streamlining

i outpatient services and

‘ reducing waiting time for

== thousands of patients.

She said the government is
working in mission mode to
equip every hospital with
world-class facilities. The
upgraded ICU and endoscopy
suite at GTB Hospital will
strengthen critical care and
enable faster diagnosis of
gastrointestinal disorders,
while new AYUSH stress
management OPDs will
promote holistic well-being
through yoga and lifestyle
counselling.Health Minister Pankaj Kumar
Singh termed the initiatives a milestone,
asserting that Delhi’s healthcare system will
emerge as a national model. The CM
expressed confidence that the new facilities
would significantly benefit residents of East

AAP & BJP engage in war of words

Delhi.(Agency)

he day after former Delhi chief minister and
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) national convener
Arvind Kejriwal was discharged in the excise
policy case by a court, he visited the Hanuman
Mandir at Connaught Place on Saturday.
Kejriwal was accompanied by former Deputy

CM Manish Sisodia, Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay

Singh and Durgesh Pathak to the temple.
Meanwhile, Delhi Law Minister Kapil Mishra

Kejriwal, accompanied by
Manish Sisodia, Sanjay Singh,
and Durgesh Pathak, seeks
blessings; Delhi Law Minister
Kapil Mishra calls it

“overacting,”

accused Kejriwal of “overacting” after the court

granted him relief. Mishra said that Kejriwal
resorted to similar “dramas” even when he was

in power.

Despite serious questions raised by the High
Court and the Supreme Court of India,
Kejriwal “kept roaming with a medal of truth”
and was celebrating the lower court’s verdict,
he said. “Is it not true that when the excise case
came up against Kejriwal, the liquor policy
was withdrawn? If the policy was based on
honesty, why was it taken back?”” Mishra said.
“The biggest justice happens in the people’s
court, and voters did not elect the Aam Aadmi
Party government last year,” he added.

Senior AAP leader Saurabh Bharadwaj said that
the ruling party was claiming the order was

A Delhi court on Friday discharged Kejriwal,
Sisodia, and 21 others in the case linked to the
now-scrapped excise policy, a development

from a lower court, with higher courts still

available, but “the highest court is that of Lord
Hanuman, from whom we have received

blessings.”

Bharadwaj said the party’s national leadership
would gather at Jantar Mantar on Sunday,
where Kejriwal would address the gathering

that had triggered political controversy and
contributed to the collapse of the AAP
government in the national capital. Among
those discharged was Telangana Jagruthi
president K Kavitha, whose name had figured
prominently during the investigation.

delivered through the Foundation’s four

Don't drag me into it: DK
Shivakumar distances
himself from CM
speculation

Bengaluru.(Agency)

Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar on Saturday publicly distanced
himself from speculation surrounding internal
party manoeuvring, urging legislators not to
use his name in their political pursuits.

“I request you, please don’t. No one should
speak on my behalf,” Shivakumar said,
addressing reporters in Bengaluru amid talk of
MLAs travelling to Delhi and possible
jockeying for positions.

“If you have your own issues, if you are an
MLA and want to become a minister, want
power, or want a chairman post, you go ahead
and pursue that. But please don’t drag me into
it. [ am requesting you,” he added.Responding
to reports that some legislators were visiting
the national capital or travelling abroad,
Shivakumar said he had no knowledge of such
moves. “I don’t know anything about MLAs
going to Delhi or abroad, and I will not even
intervene on this,” he said.

Asked about remarks attributed to his brother
DK Suresh suggesting he could become Chief
Minister if destiny favoured him, Shivakumar
dismissed the speculation.

“Everyone is saying the same thing. | have not
said that,” he said firmly.

On support within the Congress legislature
party, he asserted that all 139 MLAs,
including Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, were
united.

Delhi and the wider NCR.

and outline the way forward.

Uttarakhand CM Dhami says Devbhoomi will not

allow 'heinous, extremist thinking’ at any cost

Dehradun.(Agency)
Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami has
asserted that “hateful and radical mindsets”
will not be allowed to take root in the state.

Speaking at the inauguration of the famous

there is absolutely no room for radicalism
inour state,” he noted.

Dhami accused the Congress of providing

shelter to illegal immigrants for political
gains.

Purnagiri Mela in the Thuligad area of “The Congress is pained at the

Champawat district, the Chief Minister
emphasised that ensuring the sanctity of
Devbhoomi (“the land of the gods™)
remained the government’s top priority.

While clarifying the government’s stance on

inclusivity, Dhami said that radicalism has
no place in the hills.

“It is the duty of every resident to protect the

Sanatan culture of Devbhoomi. We have no

government’s strict action against illegal
immigrants, because we have shown

them the exit door to infiltrators, whom M 0 e L
they once sheltered in Devbhoomi,” the e "= -
chief minister said.He added that the - hg o, T H%

opposition was finding it difficult to
accept the government’s tough stance on
asserting the state’s identity and ensuring its
security.

prejudice against any caste or religion, but He alleged that vested interests operated in the

state. “Every step toward development and
reform is met with attempts towards
distraction by the opposition. The citizens,
however, understand that our decisions are
not driven by politics, but by the ultimate

interest of the state,” Dhami remarked.

The chief minister said that his government

would turn the Purnagiri Mela at the
Purnagiri temple into a year-round event.
He directed officials to ensure seamless
movement of devotees and bolster basic
amenities. He inaugurated and laid the
foundation stones for nine development
projects worth Rs 74.54 crore. “Our goal is
to equip the temple with permanent and
modern facilities to enhance the spiritual
experience of pilgrims,” he said.Dhami also
visited the 36th Battalion of the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police in Lohaghat. He
celebrated the upcoming festival of Holi
with the soldiers stationed at the borders.

Despicable’: Priyanka Gandhi slams ‘targeted assassination’

of Iran’s Khamenei, urges PM Modi to rescue Indians

New Delhi.(Agency)

Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi on Sunday

condemned Iran Supreme Leader
Ayotollah Khamenei’s death in the US-
Israel joint attack, calling it a “targeted
assassination”. Without naming US
President Donald Trump or Israel PM
Benjamin Netanyahu, she slammed the
leaderships for the deaths of “multitudes of
innocent people”.Gandhi also urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to make efforts to
bring all Indian citizens in the affected
nations in the Middle East.“The targeted
assassination of the leadership of a
sovereign nation by the so called leaders of
the democratic world and the killing of
multitudes of innocent people is despicable
and deserves strong condemnation, no
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“The world needs peace not more

matter what the proclaimed
reason for it is. It is tragic that
multiple nations have now been
dragged into conflict,” Gandhi
said.

unnecessary wars. Those in
charge of it would do well to
remember Mahatma Gandhi’s
words: An eye for an eye makes ‘
the whole world blind. I do hope
that having genuflected before &%
the Prime Minister of Israel and
President Trump, our Prime Minister
makes every effort to bring all Indian
citizens in the affected countries back
home to safety,”

Earlier on Saturday, Congress MP and
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Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi said: “The rapidly escalating
hostilities between US-Israel and Iran are
deeply concerning. The safety and security
of every Indian citizen across the Middle
East must be our highest priority. [ urge the

Government of India to take immediate
and proactive measures to safeguard our
people.”

What India is doing

India is understood to be closely
monitoring the situation. Indian
Embassies in various countries in the
Middle East have issued advisories
asking citizens to stay sheltered and
avoid going out unnecessarily.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has
spoken to his counterparts in Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, UAE,

Iran, and Israel. He shared his concerns

over the rapidly escalating situation and

received assurances from the leaders of
respective countries about the safety of

Indian citizens.
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Editorial A

When the whole
does not count all
the parts

This past week, two developments brought Ired
Northeast back into focus. On February
Manipuri language film Boong, directed
Lakshmipriya Devi and produced by Rite
Sidhwani and Farhafkhtar, made every India
proud by winning the prestigious Briti
Academy of Film andrelevisionArts award in
the childrens and family film category

The other incident, which happened on Februar
in South Delhis Malviya Nagar outraged th
nation.A video of the incident, which went vir.
shows the aggressive heckling of three wo
from Arunachal Pradesh living in a fourth-flo
rented accommodatiohey were insulted wit
racial slurs by a couple living in another fl
below theirs.

The provocation for the verbal assault was
installation of an air conditioner by the girls
their room and the dust that was kicked up du
the process.They were heaped with lou
derogatory stereotypes that most from
Northeast in Delhi would be familiar with, havi
faced them silently almost daily—though mos
as racial micro aggressions—normalised so m@ich
as to inhibit complaining lest they sound trivial
else incredulous to others.

Interestinglywhat happened in Malviya Nagar w.
almost a dramatic vindication of wh
Lakshmipriya Devi flagged in her powerf
acceptance speech in London: praying for
return of peace in her troubled home st
Manipur but also calling attention to t
continued neglect, undermining a
unrepresentation of the Northeast region in
rest of India.Quite definitivelythe Northeast i
part of the Indian tate. But unfortunatejythe
region is still struggling to fit into the Iger
Indian national identitynot so much on accou
of its own sense of alienation but because of
subliminal irredentist nature of the Indian ident
and the unwillingness of those within this ra
fold to accept the Northeast as it is within t
fold.Communist Party of India (Marxis
ideologueAshok Mitra anticipated this nation
blind-spot illustratively in a newspaper colu
titled ‘A dose of heresy: Imagining alternati
histories of the Northeasyears ago. Up unti
1937, Burma was a part of British Indif.
However when the British decided to bifurca
India to be a separate colony that yearen

e

=

though it was a time the Indian nationg@l
movement was peaking, there was not eveld a
squeak of protest. He also speculates that iffihe

hill states of the Northeast, too, had been simil
separated that yeathere probably would havi
been no protest either
This nearly happened, too. Several Briti
administrators posted in the Northeast noti
this psychological distance. Four of them
actually suggested that the ‘excludedhd
‘partially excluded’ hill territories beyond
Assams Inner Line drawn by the Bengal East
Frontier Regulation of 1873, together with t
contiguous hill regions of Burma, should be |
as a separate ‘Crown colony’—neither a par
India nor of Burma—when the British leave.T
most elaborate of these suggestions came as
page note from Robert Reid, who was
governor ofAssam from 1937 to 194Zhis plan
came to be taken seriouslgnd as David
Syiemlieh notes in his book On the Edge
Empire: Four British Plans for North East Ind
1941-1947, the then secretary of state for Indi
S Amery, forwarded a copy of it to Oxfor
professor Reginald Coupland to be used in
third and final volume on the constitution
problem in India that he was working on at
time. The professor did so, but lazy scholars
later resulted in this ‘Reid’plan’coming to be
also referred to falsely as the ‘Coupland plan’.
plan was almost adopted before being ultima
dropped—not for any objection from Indi
leaders, but because other British administsa
felt such a place would be ungovernable.

f

f
L
e

e
p

Thetyrannyof distancewasperhapsevermoreclearly

Whatthecourtalsofoundastonishingvasthatwhile the

nTHE protest by truck operators against the propon~~

Zeffect fromApril 1, has triggered strong oppositio
€ from transport unions operating in the Badc

€ including higher fuel consumption and longer tran

Profit over miners’ lives in Meghalaya

Coal from the state is a huge informal business — it is smuggled out in trucks to Assam from where it is dispatched to other destinations

incidents have shown, social media has positive usescentinuego allow Dickensianmining practices." There
the couple in Delhi found out to their cost and now | alwvereminedisastersn theGaroHills districtin 2012and
sure those who were seen hurling vile abuse dtistaf 2014.Yet the practicewas neverreally stopped,some
resort in Arunachal Pradeshwill too.They fade in  say because too many stand to profit from the gravy
significance though when compared with the train.These mines are referred to as rat holes, underlining
ArunachaPradeshvhowereliving abovetheirflat. The  thunderousexplosionwhich ripped through the tiny  both the indignity of the process as well as the inherent
incident, which went viral, was apparentlytriggered tunnels undeyround giving little or no chance of escapedangersaccompanyingt. Men who arethin andsmall
after some dust fell onto the couple's space while an @is methane ga, thesilent,odourless kiker, ignited. The  staturedare preferredto work here becausethey can
conditioner was being installed.Butover 2,000 km  MeghalayagyovernmentinderChiefMinisterConradA  crawl into the low tunnels, scrape and cut coal, place iton
away when a furious blastin anillegal undeground Sangmaannouncedcompensatiorof two lakh rupees trays or sacks t take it out. No modern equipment is used.
mine in Meghalaya blew away at least 34 men in one &r eachvictim while his AssamcounterpartHimanta The minerscomefrom wretchedlypoorfamilieswhich
theworstminingdisasterén recentimes,therewereno  Biswa Sarma pledged five lakh rupees to each of ttere struggling to survivE.hose fromAssam are mainly
loudprotestsnomassivenediacoverageThatincident  deadThat is little comfort for the families of those who of BengaliMuslim origin, thereareworkersfrom Nepal
happened on February 8 but it barely caused a rippgiave been killed in this brutal fashion, working and local districts. Their employmentis not just a
evenin the region. What is more astoundingis the desperately at the risk of life and limb in a banned "ratiolationof labourlawsbutfliesin thefaceof acomplete
flaccid responseof the state governmentwhose hole" procedure, for a measly few hundred rupees evebanissuedy theNationalGreenTribunal.
appointmentof a judicial commissioncame under dayln 2022 theGovernmenbf Meghalayaetupaone- It is a blatant violation of human rights. By failing to act
blistering criticism from the MeghalayaHigh Court. against the coal miners and mafia barons who control the
The court said the terms of reference were inadeq businessthe Governmenbf Meghalayas complicitin
and the commission needed to examihe nexus the continuance of these death traps.There ushm
betweenbig moneythat pushedthe entire processof demand for coal as an eggisource and there are many
supply and demandhis, it said, was the key avaricious eyes on the region's natural resources.
Indeed, Meghalaya is one of India's top 10 states with
regard to coal reserves. Coal from the state is a huge
informal business - it is smuggled out in covered trucks
to sites inAssam from where it is dispatched to other
destinationsThe namesof political leadersreportedly
involved in the murky process are whispered from time
to time. The power wielded by these networks is
substantialHuge moneypurportedlyfundscampaigns
as well as networks that assure protection and help
maintaintheirdominancén thecoalproducingareas.
In addition, numerous disturbing issues come up

man commission to review and recommend measures fjongside with the obvious ondde first is that there is
stamp out illegal mining. Justice B&akety a former V€YY little outcry in the local communities or in civil

judge of the Gauhati High Court, has been at it doggedi§°Cie in general on such matters. Part of the rationale
seeking to fix responsibility and pushing the/©" local silence is a mixture of dependence for
vernment to move on issudhe fact that the state livelihoodsthattheseminesrepresentindfear of what

government, despite as many as 35 reports by JustRglVists call the power of the mining mafiahere
tragesc e . akety, has failed to act on the matter shows thatetsdo 2PPears to be a bias towards the workers who are seen ¢
on the racism incident was missing.The ugly and illeggq| really care about the issue outsiders.

behaviour of the Delhi couple was visible to alhey In.a statement, Sangma said that accountability would Bis shows up in diérent ways: in the 2018 tragediie

are facing punishment for their callous and crue'lixed and that "those responsible will face strict |egar|n|ne was flooded after a worker cut through theawar

conduct. But the series of explosions that Hilte less action.There will be no compromise when it comes tgvall separating the mine from the river bAdsuge of

than 34 persons and wounded several others vanisQﬁg se{fety of lives."What is missed in all this in thevater rushed into the breach, catching the emsin

from the headlines within days.When businessmag o iand/metro media is that the chief minister himseg\nawareS\Nhatwas worse was the rank incompetence of
If

emphasisethanwhenIndiawatchedasa couplefrom
Malviya Nagarin New Delhi were hunteddown and
arrestedy the city policefor abusingthreateningand
using vile racistepithetsat threeyoungwomenfrom

families of eight personshadreceivedcompensations
(apparentlythey were from the state),therewere 15
from Nepaland13from Assamwhosenextof kin had
not been notified or identified. So this is not just a lo
tragedybut an internationaldisaster One hopesthe
Nepal embassy in Delhi has been notified and
Assam government and relevant families too in
neighbouringstate.Justhink of it - more than two
weeks after these deaths, the families may not
know that the bread earner has been killed. In any otre
part of India, perhapsthe streetswould have been
packedwith crowds demandingjustice and also the
government'sresignation for inaction. But not in
Shillong or elsewheren the EastJaintiaHills, despite
this being the second time in less than 10 years t
somethinglike this hashappenedn the district. The
sensef outragesovisibleacrosdDelhiandthecountry

Raghuvanshi of Indore was killed in aconspiracystyhihaS held the mining portfolio since 2023, seeking tH'€ Meghalaya government at the time in mobilising a
wife, her lover and others in Sohra or Cherrapunji i evelop a transition from illegal to "scientific mining” esaving campaign. Hydrologists are trained to
Meghalaya, the first finger of suspicion was pointed 8h December 2018. water flooded a mine killing 1'émderstand the flow and dynamics of water ugarmd.
local peopleThe metro media and others wasted n ersons in the san"’le district where the latest trage hydrologist was brought in two weeks after the event.
time in attacking the alleged criminal tendencies in th ruck. A commentary described it as a "shocking "€ IndianAir Force flew in a 15-member expert navy
region before learning to their embarrassment that ﬂ?@minc}ler that a fast-growing economy such as Indi iving team fromVishakhapatnam. Powerful pumps
reported masterminds included his wifgés these were airlifted from Guwahati.

A heavy toll: HP’s transport tax will hit industrial momentum y

A negotiated solution with transporters and industry is economically necessary

while increasedreightratescouldquietly push
up prices of essential goods and raw materials
Whatappeargo be atargetedrevenuemeasure
thusrisks becomingan economy-wideburden
with inflationary consequences. States
grapplingwith fiscal stressinderstandablgeek
new revenue streams. Yet infrastructure
financing cannot rely on abrupt usgrage
increasesvithout stakeholderconsultationand
transparentostjustification. Excessiveolling
may yield short-term gains but it weakens long-
term investment confidence, particularly in
regionscompetingwith betterconnectegblains.
Himachals economic future depends as much on
industial stability as on fiscal prudence.
Policymaking must therefore move beyond
immediate revenue considerationstoward a
cdibrated approach that proteds logistics
efficiency while ensuring sustainable
infradructure funding. A negotiated sdution with
grgnsporterandindustryiseconomicallmecessany

toll hike in Himachal Pradests industrial belt is

more than a sectoral grievance,; it is a warning ab
the fragile balance between revenue generation
economic growthThe increase, scheduled to tal

Barotiwala-Nalagarh(BBN) corridor, the states }
principd marufaduring hub. For an indugry
dependent almost entirely on road transpogistics
costs determine competitiveness. Any sharp
escalation in toll chges raises freight expense
which are ultimately passed on to manufactures
tradersand consumersPharmaceuticalinits,small
manufacturingenterprisesand ancillary industries
located in the BBN region already operate ung
geographical disadvantages typical of hill stat

times. Higher transport costs risk eroding the very
industrial attractiveness that Himachal has painstaking
built through policy incentives over the past few,

ecades.The impact extends beyond induBtrgusands
f workers commuting daily from the neighbouring
Punjab and Haryana will face higher travel expense

Military funding merits long-term planning

THE Indian defencebudgetannouncedor 2026-27has
been broadly welcomed by the armed forces and tB®eing 767 airframesinto tankersby Israel Aerospace
industry Defenceallocation,at Rs 7.85lakh crore,has
increasedy 15.19%overthe previousyears estimates Limited.Also approvedaresix additionalAirborneEarly
of Rs 6.81 lakh crore. In a push for modernisation, th&/arning & Control Systems,basedon the Embraer
capitalbudgetis almost22% higherthanlastyear with
75% spending earmarkedfor the domestic defence by2032.
industryApproximately20%of thetotaldefencebudget There & justfiable pride n the
is earmarked for revenue expenditure on sustenance amdigenoushipbuildingcapacityProjectl7A, which
operationapreparednesélthoughrevenueexpenditure aims to equip the Navy with seven advanced ste:
is often viewed as not contributing to modsation, it is
critical to ensure the readiness of forces deployed on aamd the remainingthreeto be deliveredthis year ...
unsettled bordemndin themaritimespaces thatrevital

for India’seconomigrowth.

While the governmerdg’focus on national security is clear 2025.

wemustaskthelargerquestionhowis defencespending The challenge before the Navy is the induction of a
contributingto the developmenof our military power? class of frigates and destroyers. Project 17B, the ni®
This questionis important becausewe often equate generation frigates, was approved in 2024, het
military capability with inputs, assumingthat higher
defence spending automatically translates into bettdre next-generation destroyers, is in an advan
capability While budgetsmatter outputsare the real
measure— whatis ourreadinesstatusoday?Andthere Therefore, it appears unlikely that any new frigate -
are someconcernshere.Thelndian Air Force (IAF) is
down to 29 squadrons, the lowest figure since the 1960ive years.

A total of 180 TejasMk1A areon order, but deliveries There is a similar situation with Project 7%br six

refuellers will be made up by converting sixsed-hand spenders globallgndefence. Therare voicesn India’s  from fighter aircraftto submarineso tanks,which took

securityestablishmenthat regularlycall for increasing decadefrominitiationto approval A well-definediong-

the defence budget to at least 2.5% of the GIpFrom term capability plan can help mitigate this problemby

the current 2%. Howevgthe central challenge is not themaking decisions more structured, predictable and

amountof funds,but the effectivenes®of theecosystem institutionally anchored.Second, the procurement

and processes that support military capability process requires structural reform. While some

development. In this regard, three recommendations arerrective steps have been taken, including updated
acquisition manuals, the urdelying ailture
remainsoverly compliance-drivenprocedurally
cumbersome and risk-averse. As Defence
SecretanRajeshkKumar Singhobservedn June
2025,therealbottleneckis the acquisitioncycle
itself, with the purchaseof weapon systems
stretching five to six years. Such delays mean the
systemgisk obsolescencby thetime theyenter
service and also undermine private-sector
participation,sincefirms wait for yearswith no
clearideaof orders.

Third, India must invest more in researchand
developmentR&D). India’sspendingnR&D is
about 0.65% of the GDRvell below the global
averageof 2%. Roughly two-thirds of R&D

) - ] funding comesfrom the public sector with the

made.First, the military must be funded in accordanggyjvatesectorcontributingthebalanceln mostadvanced

with a long-term plan. Each service prepares a 10-yeggonomies, the situation is reversed, with private

Industries,in partnershipwith HindustanAeronautics

aircraft. Both theseprojectsarelikely to seecompletion

Idian Nay’'s

frigates,is on trackwith four frigatescommissioned

Project 15B, which was to provide the Navy with fo = ) “
stealthguided-missiledestroyerswas completedin J

Request for Proposal has yet to be issued. Projec
planning stage, but formal approval is pending.

destroyer will be inducted into the Navy irethext

have not yet commencedMedia reportsindicatethat advanced diesel-electric submarines with Air-  Integrated Capability Development Plan (ICDP) that thgyqustry accounting for the bulk of R&D spending.
some pending issues remain before the IAF can accémtiependent Propulsion technologyproved in 2019, Chief of Defence @ff harmonises.The ICDP is  ynderinvestmentin R&D has left India import-
theaircraft,butassumingheseareresolvedthedelivery  the project is in advanced negotiations, and the fir@PpProved by the Defencgcquisition Council in the gependentncriticaltechnologies.
of 180 aircraft will be completed by 2033. submarine is expected to be commissioned in 2032.  Ministry of Defence. Howevesince there is no approvajne real challengefacing India is not abouthow muchit
The government has approved a deal to proci#éhfale The Army is also seekingreplacementsor its existing  ©f this plan by the Ministry of Finance, annual budgetargpendson defence but how it convertsresourcesnto
fighter aircraft at a cost of about $36 billion. Eighteeinfantry fighting vehiclesandbattletanks.Both projects ~ @llocations reflect funding for annual remments ysable combat power That will require reform in
aircraft will be procured in fly-away condition from have experiencednumerousdelays, and the earliest rather than a long-term plaithe government must procurementgreateiinvestmentn critical technologies
France, and 96 are to be manufactured in India with 60ftductionis unlikely before2030.Dueto delaysin the ~ approve the ICDRnd ensure a regular flow of funds toan a strongeralignmentbetweenlong-term planning
indigenouscontent.Consideringhe currentbacklogof  procuremendf new equipmentthe Army hasinitiated =~ €nsure its completion.One problem plaguing th@ng execution. Otherwise, India will continue to spenc
orders with Dassautviation, the first aircraftis likely to projects to upgrade existing infantry fighting vehictes, Mmodernisation of the military is that dsitin-making is  heavily while remainingshortof the military capability
arrivein Indiaafterthreeyears. Theshortfallin air-to-air ~ defence guns and artillehydia ranks among the top five hesitantand personalisddere are numerous examplests strategimmbitionsdemand.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellerswho do not owe any responsibility for any damage or lossto any person, apurchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of thiswork. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forumsin Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themsel ves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the‘ The Researchers' Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of 1oss, consequences and further product-rel ated damages on such advertisement.
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NEW

masiwosmion — When cricket took a backseat as cringe

as Sri Lanka coach after

forgetful T20 World Cup run

ads and influencers took over

hinted that he could step away from his role

following the teans disappointingT20

World C%p 2026 campaignpa?[ home? though T20 w ld C . Th 0 t b t but not the match. Maybe you get neitherinfluencery it's a differentstory. VIP access, other venues are handed out randomly
not immediatelyWhile expressing p}ide in ' or up: 1S 1S not abou And if your name isri'on the match day list, branddeals,specialtreatmentWhat'struly = Rejections come just 48 hours before a
the progress made during his tenure,; ﬂ . al l the security guard at the gate is not going t@ppallingis that many of them havelittle  match,makingit almostimpossibleto plan
Jayasuriya suggested he would be open JMIIUENCEN'S VEISuS journ Ists. It entertairyourexplanations. sense or understanding of the game, whileoveragelt's frustratingto seepeoplewith
stepping aside if Sri Lanka Cricket finds a § b h . b . It's a strange place to be in. we, who _cover_it day in and day out, arenorealinte_resﬁnthes_portget_ti_ngpitch-side
suitable success@peaking after Sri 15 out why access 1s being IND vs WI, T20 World Cup Super 8 match: treated like side characters by the accesswhile journalists waiting to write

Lankas 5-run loss to Pakistan on Saturda: . . Preview meaningful stories are left outside,"And
Jayasuriya indicated that discussions abo}:erECldEd by follower count mstead Because outside, fans are queuing for tickegh . yet, not everyone inside thdP zones

his future are still pending, with his current . Inside, brands are hosting guestsd feels entirely comfortable with the setup
contract running Entil JL?ne 202@Vith a 0f Uﬂderstandlﬂﬂ Of the game. somewhere in between, the people whq either _ o
limited-overs tour of Afghanistan job is to tell the story of the tournament a Because sometimes, even the_lnwtees are
scheduled for March, the board may prefer wondering whether they’ll even be allowg unsure why they are there in the first
continuity in the short term even as it begins New Delhi. (Agency) to watch it from inside the stadium.Insid ] de. _Pplace.

exploring replacement options.| thought TheT20World Cup is happening in Indi@ihe ~ the same venue, howeyeheres another 7 .~ THE ROYAL INFLUENCER
should give that title to someone efEeat's | stands are packed, the buzz is real, and t@"d of access story playing out.Conte = L R L BB  TREATMENT .

why I mentioned two months ago during the enegy is exactly what you would expect créators are waing around npitbside, o A Prachi Singla, a Mumbai-basedcontent
England series that | have no plans stayingfrom one of crickets biggest Mmaking reels with players, sitting in Y creatortold IndiaTodayhowshelanded

hege.;"llfeelslgrhry abct')uli ho\tln_théﬁorld gc:up d}F)urnamen_ts.Ttr%e people whto iperfld thheiP;%rg'rreT]cstaggS’insﬂgd S%ikégtgs lgf tgﬁ) - Erar:aiﬁirlpglr?mgj ask)%ﬁmgﬁghiuggn ds

ended. | could have taken this team forwardlives covering the game are stuck refreshin

for one and a half yeargve moved up in  emails, waiti%g to %ind out if they can even%rands-_ They're filming from angles  administrators,” one of those frustrated  contest.“l entered the contest, created
enter the stadium.Getting accreditation as aurnahsts arert’even allowed to stand near journalists said.Another journalist sharedmylookthroughGoogleGemini,uploadedt
journalist for aworld Cup on home soil has them."As accreditedjournalists, we cant  thatthe system has started to feel randdsn.|ton Instagram, and after a few days, | got a call
turned into its own mini tournament. shoot videos on match days, we ¢aatord been tough dealing with last-minute matchfrom Googlelndiasayingl hadobeenselected

You apply weeks in advandgen you wait. PTCs inside the stadium, we cant post day approvals from the IC@hile the Delhi for the match,” and just like that, Prachi, even

Maybe you get approved. Maybe you don’ practicefootage,and we cant evenshare cricket board andamil Nadu cricket board to her biggest surprise, was at the stadium
Maybe you get access to the press conferen&@ps from press conferences.Exclusive are trying to coordinate with journalists watching one of India'most vital matches in

access to players? fgett it. But if you're an  before approvals, the matchday access fdhisT20World Cup.

England Lions vs Pakistan Shaheens 20 Jort tu: tita thmed

slam 'clueless' Pakistan

called off amid UAE security concerns ~ manseementlter crlyexi

Former Pakistan pacer Shoaikhtar and out of
following official favour openeAhmed Shehzad tore into the
advice.“Tomorrow's second 50- team management after Pakistan failed to
over game between England qualify for the semi-finals of the ongoing T20
Men's Lions and Pakistan World Cup, calling the setup “completely
Shaheens idbu Dhabi will no  clueless” following a heartbreaking exit.
longer go ahead, and we arPakistan, led by Salmahli Agha, kept their
delaying the departure of hopes alive with a high-scoring win over Sri
England Women for their Lanka in Pallekele on Saturdayowever the
proposed trip té\bu Dhabi next victory did not come by the mgin required to
week. overhaul New Zealand on Net Run Rate, as

“We will continue to monitor and England and New Zealand progressed to the
assess the situation andicfl last fourSpeaking on PT\Sports’Game On
Zimbabwe, hopes of a turnaround fade S ST A advice in relation to the future of Hai after the matcikhtar launched a scathing
quickly in the Super 8 phase.Back-to-back R these trips.”The cancellation also assessment of the campaign, questioning the
defeats against England, New Zealand and Bayamon. (Agency) suggesting taets in Israel and other parts impacts EnglandWomens team selections made throughout the
Pakistan ended their semifinal hopgbe | The England and/ales Cricket Board (ECB) of the region were hit, triggering heightenedplanned tour ohbu Dhabi, with their travel  tournament.Completely clueless. | think
loss to Pakistan was particularly painful, has cancelled England Lionstheduled security alerts across the Middle East.Irarrangements now delayed as the boar¢Pakistan management is completely clueless.
with Sri Lanka falling just five runs short second 50-over match against Pakistanght of the developments, the ECB evaluatesthe evolvingsecurity situation. By selecting the right team todahey proved
while chasing 213 despite a blistering Shaheens ibu Dhabi due to escalating confirmed that the match, which was duettowever the ECB clarified that England that the team that they had been playing
unbeaten 76 from captain Dasun security concernsinthe Middle East. be played at the Zayed Cricketaium in  Men's senior side will continue with their throughout the tournament was wrongkhtar
Shanaka.The early exit extended a worryingrhe decision came on Saturday evening aftexbu Dhabi, would no longer take placeexisting plans and travel to Mumbai for the said during the post-match discussion.
trend for the 2014 champions, who have the United $tes and Israel carried outfollowing official Government advice.“The semi-final of the ICC Men20World Cup Akhtar's remarks reflected frustration over what
now failed to reach the semifinals in five what they described as a “pre-emptive’safety and security of our teams andfétaf as scheduled.The situation remainsfluid,he suggested was a belated correction in
straight T20 Virld Cupeditions. strike on Iran, tageting sites linked to our top priority" the ECB said in a with sporting bodies across the regiog
Tehrans alleged nuclear weaponsstatement. “W are in contact with security closely monitoring geopolitical
Stranded PV Sindhu savs programme. lIran responded withexperts and the Government in relation tolevelopments before confirming furthe
) oo y retaliatory missile strikes, with reports current events in the Middle East, and ardixtures.
explosion near Dubai airport,

reveals frightening ordedl IND vs WI Preview: West Indies, at home in

MEXICO CITY . (Agency)

ety e et aneen  Kolkata, stand hetween India and semifinal

g?;ﬁ;g; 'tgﬂggtf;‘t t?]‘;b%'n%'gﬁ’r?g ﬁgﬁr_ﬁﬁ(‘gg Kolkata. (Agency) forms the heart of the team wherever hés the nature of professionalsport. It is

attacks in the region. She described théndia's walk out of their dressing room feelsgoes,hasflown to Aligarh to performthe ~ merciless on the field andfdt as well. So (I;%ngltg?gon Jf%;:thgr?%ﬁ;ﬂigameereoﬂgnwgen
moment as extremely tense and frightening, PensiveThere is a sense ofgency as they last rites of Khandchand Singh.When athe Indian team looked switched on b : th qud ISIh P: q Wh'l ghl gd
adding that her coach had to quickly move Step onto the ground and settle into theifigure like that leaves the group, the airthroughoutheirsessionin sharpcontrasto y a 1hréead.ohenzad, meanwhile, echoe
away after finding himself closest to the rhythm at Eden Gardens, only 24 hoursveighs heavy Even the usually jovial ~ West Indies, who had trained at the venuesimilar concerns on hi&ouTube channel,
smoke and debris.Sindhu shared that thebefore their virtual knockout again earlierAssistant coach Yan ten questioning what the current setup has
group has since been shifted to a saferWestIndiesThe team, spread acrog Doeschate addressed the press andchievedinthethreeyearsithasbeeninplace
location, crediting Dubairport authorities five nets in Kolkata, is focused o provided a glimpse of India's mindset.  "This setup has been in place for three years now
and the Indian High Commission for their individualprocesses. "I think the important thing is to focus on and instead of moving forward, our vehicle is
swift support during the unfolding crisiss ~ After their warm-upsAxar Patel is ourselves, focus on what has got thisgoing in the reverse directiorTheres no
uncertainty continues, she shared a post orhitting nonchalant shotsffuldeep group to this point, how well they've improvement to be seekiVe were promised
her X account about the experience, while Yadav and Washington Sundar done. And now there's only quality during theAsia Cup that youngsters will be
also updating that they are now trying to restIshan Kishan is settling into hi players left in the tournament,” he said atgeveloped and other areas will be strengthened.

rankings across formats and took the teamlhe ECB has cancelled the Em{land

to better positions.” st .
“My contract ends in June. | have not given Lions' second 50-over match in Abu

my official decision to Sri Lanka Cricket Dhabi due to escalating security

xg';tlnneed to discuss with them what comeSeoncerns in the Middle East. The

HOW WAS SRI LANKA'S T20 WORLD | situation has also delayed England

CUP20267 , _ | Women's tour, although the senior
Sri Lankas campaign never really gained

sustained momentumAfter progressing men's team will continue with their T20
from the group stage despite a shock loss (tjcwor]d Cup plans as scheduled

while holding on to hope for the situation to stride against Mohammed Sira ;}*ﬁ Saturday's pre-match presshnatarea have they strengthened though? Did
settle."Wé are all safe now and have been while Abhishek Sharma is having i = | ] conference.(India will facé/est Indiesin e ot support you when you brought
moved to a more secure place, thanks to thego at the net bowlerwo others — TaadTy their T20 World Cup Super 8 fixture in ; . : o
firoless dbrts of the stdfat DubaiAiport  Jasprit Bumrah andvarun Wl Kolkata at 7 pm ISTThe match will be YOUNgsters into the team in ti&ia Cup*

: Chakravarthy — are stationed f § | broadcast on t&r Sports and streamed S€hzad said.The 33-yeaid also raised

away training on their own, live on JioHotsta) questions over tactical decisions, particularly
sharpeningtheir skills in isolation.The Arshdeep Singh is training alone. He ihe former Kolkata Knight Riders player the reshuffe at the top of the ordee pointed
Indian team was jolted by a personal loss atationed along the boundary line, takingwho has spentampletime at this venue, 0 the 84-run partnership between Fakhar
day earlier when Rinku Singh's father ~ catching practice fror Dilip, the fielding ~gaveWest Indies full respect, fully aware of Zaman and Sahibzada Farhan inAlsé Cup
passediwayin GreateNoidaafterbatting coach of the Indian team.But there iswhat they are capable of at this stage of thdinal against India and wondered why that
Stage IV liver cancer Rinku, who often perhaps no time to dwell on any of thettat  tournament. opening combination was altered.

Don't make the Washington Sundar mistake: Ex-
srsermates  India cricketer wants unchanged X1 vs Wi

constant assistance in helping keep us safe.
For now we are trying to get some rest and

: : stage of the tournament. they had lacked earlier in the tournament.  Africa in Ahmedabadn whatwasseenasa
rs]gigleo"nsa% ggggdaﬁgv&vvg;{l[fﬂdhérg_? to 120 World Cup: Aakash Chopra “Should India make any change? They Yet, while the batting clicked, the bowling tactical move against left-hand heavy
STRANDED IN DUBAI warned India against ﬁnkerinq shouldn't. | am saying put the matchups in @ontinues to throwp concerns, particulgrl ~ batting.

Sindhu was on her way to Birmingham for the vy - - box.The team that played at Chepauk, The decision did not quite deliver
All England Open, set to begin desday with their Playing X| now. He gg%/deeﬁagtlyggﬁtsatmﬁ&egrtn gt“thgb% Sundar bowled only two overs,

conceded 17 runs without taking a
wicket, and managedLloff 11 with
the bat after being promoted up the
order His impact remained minimal,

i e serhg 22 e st s stressed stobly over gD Wehrglon Sindy 1
the region brought air travel to a sudden halt, experimentation ahead of the hotatce we Cam s the oopeati

leaving one of the world’busiest aviation wi i he said.“Leave it nowAll are and India eventually sfdred a
hubs paralysed and thousands of passe_ngef‘mUST win clash vs West Indies knockout games nawhis is a virtual crushing 76-run defeatHe was
— including the two-time Olympic quarterfinal, and then there will be subsequently dropped for the

medallist — stranded without clarity on . semi-final and a finalwhy should
when they could move.Earliegindhu had New Delhi. (Agency) you change now?”India hgad into t

shared visuals from inside the airport on'ndia have found some rhythm at the right!"\«"\\in® (lash against thaVest
Instagram, noting that all flights had been fime, but the big calls are only gettlng{‘ndies on the back gfadominantz

f f tougher as they head into a virtual knockou : : : | . o
aﬂ?cpk?;dgegnggtlgtjergt]i%rnn%t;l(ij@el}ﬁn?r?gdarlltgw clash againstvest Indies in Kolkata. Former or 4 against Zimbabwe, the highe revived their semifinal hopes.

; ; total of the tournament so far i i
i it : India cricketer Aakash Chopra has now S , Chopra believes that with knockout
\tlcgre”ggilr? ?ﬂ;?grcgeggr?g?rl:gcc%ntfﬁgtsé%%se urged the team manageme?\t to resist th Oq}flbgtlonshﬁtlcfsis the bt&tt'“g Or?ﬁf ___around the sixth bowling option and spincricket now underwaylndia cannot dérd
Dubai Ai?ports Iat()a/r confirmed that [emptation of tinkering with the playing XI, inn(?or):sisig%% can{;1 agicen Soanalrjl %aﬁlﬂs"ﬂ’és?balance. another experiment
operations at both Dubai International and warning against bringingWashington paign. y "NDIA'S FAILED SUNDAR INDVSWI: PREDICTED XI

; return at the top added intent eaflighishek : L L
Al Maktoum Internationahirport had been Sundar or Kuldeepradav back into the gj 72" vediscovered touch with a hajf-=XPERIMENT VSSA With the batting finally settling into roles and

i - . side.Speaking on hisfouTube channel, : ndia had earlier turned ¥Washington Sundar combinations working, Chopra suggested
paused, advising travellers to avoid heading Cho ; o century andTilak Varmas 44 not out df16 . . g
: pra made it clear that stability should ; e during the Super 8 opener against Soutlthat continuity is key
to the terminals. take priority over tactical experimestit this balls at No.6 gave India the finishing punch 9 p p g

- @ ¢ = EH I TN TS TR -2 D - = _a TS T ST T I @ @ L 2

Zimbabwe clash, withAxar Patel
returning to the XI.The move
brought greater balance and played
its part in Indias 72-run win that



Off Track

TheResearchers

8

RANCHI | 02 March 2026

¥ Sharvari
Wagh

To Kick-Start Ali Abbas Zafar's
Next From March: Report

haan Panday became a household name following the success of Saiyaara. Now, the
A actor is gearing up for his next with Ali Abbas Zafar. Ahaan and Ali’s next is touted to
be a romantic actioner, and an update has it that the film will go on floors in March.
Ahaan Panday will be joined by Sharvari for a 24—27-day-long first schedule in Mumbai.
As per Variety India, the makers are eyeing the last week of March to kick off the shoot, and a
source close to the development confirmed, “Ahaan will kick off the London schedule in
May 2026 with a massive action sequence that will be shot over five days. He has been
vigorously preparing for the role and has undergone intense hand-to-hand combat and
eapon training. This film will present him in a completely different avatar from
Saiyaara.””
akers are expecting to wrap the shoot for the yet-to-be-titled film by July 2026, with a
arget to release it by early 2027. Ahaan and Sharvari will play the leads in the movie.
eanwhile, Aaishvary
Thackeray, who made —J 2
his Bollywood P s
debut with Anurag '
Kashyap’s
Nishaanchi, is
reportedly coming
on board to play
the antagonist in
the film.
Ali Abbas Zafar’s
collaboration
with Ahaan
Panday will
mark his return
to YRF after a nine-year hiatus. The ace director has delivered some of
his most loved films earlier in collaboration with the production
house, including Mere Brother Ki Dulhan, Gunday, Sultan, and Tiger
Zinda Hai.
arlier, Pinkvilla reported, “Ahaan will need to prep in action for over
60 days to perfect the kind of raw action that Ali wants him to do on
screen. It is a pure coincidence that the date when he starts action
training is his birthday! So, it’s no days off for Ahaan as he will have
aworking birthday this year."
S About Ahaan Panday’s Saiyaara
Saiyaara is a romantic drama directed by Mohit Suri and produced by
' Yash Raj Films. Loosely inspired by the 2004 Korean hit A
Moment to Remember, the film stars newcomers Ahaan Panday
and Aneet Padda in the lead roles. It tells the story of Krish Kapoor,

S A

i gkt -
P
e

Lie i _ a8 v et a troubled musician who forms a profound emotional connection
8 p‘. R - with Vaani Batra, a reserved poet, exploring love, vulnerability,
b3 q A i and destiny.

wora Bhasker

Slams Taliban Legalising Domestic
Violence, Calls Them 'Absolute Monsters’

In a development that has sparked international  argue that such language effectively legalises domestic
violence. The legislation also reportedly distinguishes
between individuals classified as free and those

considered slaves, thereby embedding inequality within
the justice system.

The penal code does not explicitly criminalise

psychological or sexual violence. It sets a maximum
punishment of 15 days’ imprisonment for abuse, and

outrage, Afghanistan’s Taliban regime has formalised

a new penal code that critics say effectively permits
domestic violence under certain conditions. The move
has drawn strong reactions from public figures,
including actor Swara Bhasker, who sharply condemned
the provisions in a series of social media posts.Sharing
media reports about the newly introduced law on
February 20, Swara Bhasker
expressed her anger in unequivocal
terms. Reacting to the provisions,
she wrote, “Unfucking-

worst specimens of the human race,
relentlessly cruel and brutal,
absolute monsters the Taliban. An
insult to humanity and to the religion
they claim to represent. Absolutely
despicable.”

ctor and host Gauahar Khan also
responded to the reports, writing,
“Disgusting." Actor Nandish Sandhu
questioned the rationale behind the
aw, stating, “What sense does this

ake?"

backlash follows the Taliban’s
rmal adoption of a 90-page penal code, signed by its
preme leader Hibatullah Akhundzada. According to
Itiple reports, the document consolidates several
trictive measures introduced since the group regained
trol of Afghanistan and has raised fresh concerns
ng human rights organisations regarding the
ection of women and children.As reported, the code
its husbands to physically discipline their wives
hildren, provided the punishment does not result in
en bones or open wounds. Human rights advocates

only in cases described as involving “obscene force,"
such as visible fractures or serious injury. Even in such
instances, a conviction requires the wife to present proof
of'injury before a judge.

Further provisions state that women must appear in court
fully covered and accompanied by a husband or male
guardian including in cases where the husband himself
is the accused. Reports also indicate that a married
woman may face up to three months in prison for visiting
relatives without her husband’s permission, even if she
is attempting to escape abuse.

-« D & =

Shanaya Kapoor On Shelved Debut

Film With Karan Johar: T'm Glad
About The Whole...'

and Maheep Kapoor, was all set to make her

debut under the wings of Karan Johar’s
Dharma Productions. Her debut project was
announced with much fanfare. Karan and Shanaya
had revealed that she would be making her debut
with Bedhadak, alongside Lakshya and Gurfateh
Pirzada. Posters of the film were also released.
However, fate had other plans, and the film got
shelved.In a recent interaction with SCREEN,
Shanaya addressed her shelved films and reflected
on how that incident helped her become a better
actor. Shanaya said, I feel everything happens for
areason. What’s meant to be will be. I’'m glad about
the whole experience now that I sit here and look
back at it. It’s shaped who I am today. The film
getting shelved, and certain projects happening and
then not happening, made me who I am today. It
made me work on my craft much more during the
time [ wasn’t facing the camera.”

Shanaya Kapoor, daughter of Sanjay Kapoor

Besides Bedhadak, Shanaya Kapoor was also

confirmed for Vrusshabha with Mohanlal, which
also didn’t happen. Shanaya shared that her father
encouraged her to focus on becoming a better actor,
rather than worrying about her shelved projects.
Sanjay advised Shanaya to keep working and told
her that there was no point in worrying about things
which were beyond her control.

“So what’s in your hands is that you can keep

working and make yourself a better performer, a
better actor. Working with a director like Bejoy sir,
an actor like Adarsh (Gourav), and with Aanand L
Rai sir backing a project I'm a part of makes you
overwhelmed and helps you understand that the
universe had its own plans and that it was supposed
to happen the way it did," Shanaya said, referring to
Tu Yaa Main.

Tu Yaa Main centres on a modern couple fighting for

survival against a deadly creature. The film is
directed by Bejoy Nambiar, known for Wazir
(2016), Taish (2020), and Dange (2024). From a
business standpoint, his previous projects have
seen modest returns, and it remains to be seen
whether this latest outing can stage a turnaround in
the coming days.

Pushpa To Animal: 8 Rashmika
Mandanna Films You Must Watch

ashmika Mandanna and Vijay
Deverakonda’s marriage rumours are all
ver the internet. While neither of them has
confirmed anything yet, the buzz is that the
wedding might happen on February 26.While we
wait for them to officially confirm the news, why
not take a trip down memory lane with some of
Rashmika’s most loved films? Here’s a list of her
top performances to watch in the meantime.

1. Geetha Govindam, 2018

Won'’t it be absolutely perfect to watch the film that
actually started it all for Vijay and Rashmika?
Geetha Govindam was the first time the two stars
teamed up for a project. This love story, helmed by
Parasuram, won the hearts of audiences and
became a very massive hit.

2.Dear Comrade, 2019

After the success of Geetha Govindam, Rashmika
and Vijay reunited in 2019 for Dear Comrade
which was a romantic drama directed by Bharat
Kamma. Their chemistry once again captivated
audiences in this intense and emotional story.

3. Pushpa: The Rise, 2021

We’re pretty sure you’ve already watched this one,
butifnot, youreally should. While Allu Arjun stole
the spotlight as Pushpa Raj, Rashmika Mandanna
also left a strong mark with her role as Srivalli, who
went on to become one of the most loved characters
from the film.

4. Mission Majnu, 2023

A spy action drama starring Sidharth Malhotra
alongside Rashmika Mandanna, this film
impressed audiences with its gripping storyline
and intense chemistry between the leads. In the
film, Sidharth plays an undercover spy, while
Rashmika portrays a blind Pakistani woman who
falls in love with him.

5.Animal, 2023

Directed by Sandeep Reddy Vanga, Animal turned
out to be a massive blockbuster. Starring Ranbir
Kapoor, Anil Kapoor, Bobby Deol, and Rashmika,
the film shattered all records at the box office. The
chemistry between Rashmika and Ranbir was
particularly praised as well.

Ifyou’re a fan of period dramas, this historical action
epic is a must-watch. Vicky Kaushal takes on the
role of Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj, while
Rashmika portrays Yesubai Bhonsale. The film
also features Akshaye Khanna as the antagonist.

®



TheResearchers

g Sa3i a1

STHATST TSI | 3od 3 Belt o
R ARkt st g e
T T oA i SO o 21 S -
YS! 3 st T 78 Belt e
A ST, STelfth Herd-siHT 3R
fereafa-TereiicT TTeTfeesh S ot b1
R STere T €1 GH-FEE-g -
% o9 08753/08754 AR ht Th =
SISt Biell TeTet ¢ SRt | 3 S
08753 gi-HsHI Bicil SeIet 1 A=
2026 I G H TG 12:30 o @I
B IR SF 5T gow 4:45 =
TR qgeT | S H, 7 e
08754 WS-l Bictl T 2 Al
2026 S AYsH 9 GoIg 6:15 oI
AR ST fE QTB 12:45 SIS g

Jhar khand

ﬂ?ﬁﬂ?éﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁlﬂﬂaﬁgﬂ-ﬂm

FcE-golel e fasufd- T

TR A1 i Hasi = faear fman
g T AgE-sH-mEE
(06039/06040)
rEiA-faeafd (07051/07052)
e 1 3 1o Hisyer AR, THa
3R e0a & AR & T o
@ 06039 HEME-
HTHTTEeh 9T, fSTeh! Tl 30 FEsR
2025 R
e 2026 9 8 AT 2026 T (3

AIed # 3o 4 < qeal &t wid, Mid 3 A1
ST, THAH| SR TGS & eRISE U=ad Sqid T8 HradEe
foore e 3R # go § VeI 3ht 3 9T i STt okl Hid &1 T | SRt
o STTHR 35K M o Ufed AR (7)), T AR (10) TR T art
(9) SR =t 2T TS 3t SR ITT 2| ATHT o STTHR s 4 5751 T <,

TR | 6 o QT Tl ® el 3ot
&5 o MEEIe Hed § foesH,
YR 3R e LI T TR
TOH 9 e S, Yo Son

R A =

W@ﬁwﬁvﬁaﬁgﬁmﬁﬁsﬁm
B 3 R =TT Y STt /T Rl G
T o fou a3 T Sie! Amfes

siR fowufa-

ST

off, oY 3 22

9

RANCHI | 02 March 2026

foa) s T 1 S ot 37 wen
06040 ST S{eFeM-HeEE e
e, S 3 feEsR 2025 @
T o, St Fe i 25 FEd
20269 11 19 2026 T (3 o)
EERIRRIES

STHEA 07051 foeufa-Terdiet
TTHIfeeR BIel WY Yedieh f=eIR
21 TE 2026, 28 WA 2026
3R 7 91 2026 =AM

S} SR U ST TIAT] oh AT T 7R G T | 3 ool it SH S &
A & g T TR okl A o STee Al 5k T 9, STk o1 el
o 3 i s fer e | ST <R STHeRI &8 < 91 R Te T | SR T
& o1 Tl A1 U AR S BT B

¢ A HAARI oSl 3T BeuRIUZ del 22 clloll  THERH H i B ol 310

W eame, diF gaRId

&I U8l edwe, U ) Hid 3% 10 9rRId

ST, TSIET| S
7 & =iearRr o il
e A & HHT AR
Tk TAdTSil SRt X Fer e
Hfed HEar | SUIE]
o S GRMQRI hl A
=0 # of T 399 T I
Y HId B TE &, STelfh 10 37
ST T gUE| ST
STIIR TSR & SIS
BT Tk TSI SR foTeR Al
ST ST @ o | o
TR TSt fererar S =t 3R
T S & AR e
el Hie % W ugE,
BSTRISINT ot 3T & RIS Sl
AR S W el R
ST H TSh o TR o |
T TE 3R T IR R

=

39 SR TE o SE Hel

T <R HB T TaR
off SR SRR T H ST

foren S0 & Ty H ST &l

T H 11 AN TR & W

AT % T 9@ W R

AHL T AR & T | 5Tl oI

jﬁﬁzmﬂsﬁnw—wwﬁ
|

SR, T & &G TSR
T St YT gferer Hich )

aUAPRAAA Sl aedi 1

U, TEn e %
TR FHSA i S
SR 9@S & W% T h
TR Ma H wfeR
T % HH | Th Weeg
FT H R oo § & T
Sl 3t Hid & TR, STelfeh U
S 3Tl Uri TR | 39 SarST

387 AT T G

(08) 3R WFH S® a9

(06) & &7 | g & SR
Sl 3 TR S B
et o ARG A G
7Y AR (05) o ETH

HENEEEEE CRe R ]

R T o g Sfeadl &
IRSHl A I |
ST & | SRl el & fof T
T Y&t Teh ook el | T
@ o 39 & Al S
T HT H e 3R 9ET T
HHT % G § FoTh el oK

.- vl
P

e &t TarS WeR Hu
& U9 9 @ Al I S
ST A <@ S et /Y
I H ga gl off | T S
R T g W AR @ off | st
1 U & FeIeT #R ST %

fow  srgHecta
TRP o S T A
SR Yfer sl e & T
GfeTd TS T R IgeRl
IER ¥E W wesl H fam sk
STATdET 3 g A @

SISEIS

Ufered  HldST  TAA
[feATR AST| oM 99 3
el fom e | 7 o <t 2,
I7en! TRt oft aftferfer o srerem
T S Ul ¥ e
feran o eThae W M A

31T 9 7 <Ufel &Y A eaqbe, IR

gt fey® , TSHET | Trehet &7 & TR B2 3 Ui Ao o U Heh Bed &l T
ST VAR k279 o = Thel TeR <aft ol SIRER 2deh AR & | Zdehd a1t oo oft fof S Treh
TR G Tk TERAl =t T | BT 3h el ST STih H STUR- R HeT T TR oIS e & T AT
Hieh IR S Y| Feerafeie & TR Ul Tl © Tesit TGt BR Alle 1 & | 36 SR ot 1
T 3 feharg o 7 S 370 =i H o o | 2ot o & S Teeh W AR 9 iR iR =
IR 1 T T S A TeoRel T g Ueeie sht Seree i 1R Sl hl dehTel 2121 i
Bfegeet (AT ) TEET | e Seh! fefd TR o g8 1 21ed 3 oG fiehat 3 i <ieih
Hieh A TR B 5T T L el T, ekl STTETe His[E ol = S8 Srgiet Uehs foran| 36 3R
SR <eTeh ohl U ot & T el & Tkt T gfer Siereeiet W ug= 3R fushera o

T STe B FeT | YT ¥ <ATeieh ohl felrr o iehd JdTs e R & & e geeT

& HROT et ST

ST T B EIET ohl T et & Sigmie o1 gfers Hich TR ugelt 3R T Aol ot g |
ETIE ShT G STt firsteren | fefehament 7 S % S1g s I st ga =it S e

Tt SR G

e e &1 S T i shT STt SiTrel

WA Hg H IA @, STk

R FEEA! 5h1 e STST o foTT Tt T STEIdTet YR foelt 72 & | Fefercenl 3 STEm it =t
TR ot el fireTeTet Tt | ST oI ST %@l 81

SRAMBIRH

PCIIR R AL
THSITH T & SIS Scieh
T e SUeR ST Teh 5
T SRT TR M| ifed AveR
YIS & Ty fAfid g
T 3 & 9 R | W 9N

e T g &, S W H
ST AT TRt offl St A
ST R o8 TR R H M

J'\

Y31 SR A9 QR et |

ST 5= 2 foTT o8 qEd St
et iR SIRSR W@

TR @ oA, I 3 9
ST oue femE <1 3
foFT RO T o1, S99
T TE = T F E R/ H

fecaieRt Higeel o @rl
AT 3! STETST ARl
Y F AN Wk R g
3R 3T S5 S T At

| & & @& & &

31T CTOT 2 AT AR

T & 9 Tl sl T
ST HISTAT ST, ST&
ST hT SeTTST =ieT Tl &1 ot
TATST S SRA Uk G Ui el
T &1 gk sl Teu ST
fHg (70) F &I H I B B
o H SRehEl BTSN
fremedt wifeft <=it (45), TR
& (40), wfe <= (40),
¥l 29 (35), J fofe
(55), Wl <@ (50),
wfestt & (40), 3IsgA
AEEE (60) 3R Fert <ot
ofq (55) & 9 wiHe
HET o G T S I =lTeTeh
Hieh ¥ TR & T §, e
IEH! GISTel o G S T
e 1 SR & 7 SR
Feol ot feran T

AR S 21 T S SR sl
gfera = R H o1l s STt
e ot ferfer 79 s s @
g =R A % SER
SIRGR STETST Gkt T+t 9rt
@ TEr meg Srdm
(S=01SITF4398 ), 2T

SIRICl 311U dd Bl 5

et freme g fe (24) &
w7 H g & Ee

TR & AgER H T SHH
e 6 e g8 ot | 35 &
T ohT e sree 47t &1 TRt
% STTER ARIE Tt o1 o
T o o1 sTea 3T fe oA
R 3T 3R U H TR
SHER ol T TR T | T
T ER T S T T | 0 SIS
& WM R Ui A ST
GISEA @I, Afch /S 37
LRGN EC e |
q 3TH I & g
FIe T B el 3 S <’
3R SR <1 3H T W)
o % feme fae € g
faeM ® SR O g
AR 91t o St % 9y Hieh
R Ug 3R T il [EHR

Jlcide 2l

el TR HIE <X B el oA
ST H SR H W e, S,
G, STERTh HETSTd el
e ot TS o T W I
T8 G SToTehl T Bl T | B H
T Fehg T off 3T =t He
=¢ M| difed diRg HAR A
S o 39 e H S
ARG T T H A g 8

Hieh R ug=t 3iR St vedre
T T &1 AT T Y S

wgm TR S @ e Al s

T | & forn wm @
GfeTe 3T & % Ardforh
T ohT Tl T & &1

-« D

TR B H S[C MW SR,
AT & R H T YU A
ST o T2 S o T
foh FJoreh o Tl ARG T Tl
TSIHT B i TR &1 Jofoh o
RSl 2R Y AT AT
TR g5 Y HRAE i
STRAT FaehT @l T8 el
et famet 50 ater e et
o T H ol TE | A1 T @I
Tlr i am e A sigmersh
ST et Tk Selfesh THRE
T e B9 T 9| FHRiRT
THTH B o &G 161 I 379 5
AR, T I 9 2w
Teh HIG(d R < 2RI HeH 3
I 3ok 31fel | SIRER Taehl
TR | Tt 3t iwor o o
3T T TR Tt A T B

e & U TH TR =g |
ST ST RIS o ST e o

et (SW= 0131 6508 ) Tei
TS 3T < (ST 01 STy
3962) i I H IR T
off| gfeht R H TR Joh
TR ®9 T = & T %
FR T wY T Y ="
S A SR e | o )
g gfere J dfesm waR
, AT o =eteh STt
frraret Miee = g 9|

R (R R L)
ql%m?rqja

ufyerndt Ty,
T ufverh foem
51 # Ueh-=rgsre g
qRi TAU=- 75 R IR aht
T o] WS BIeH H Th
Tfeet sl Hid & TE, STelfeh
A TR @ W TE
e S oM &
2ehle e o T Al
R 3R 34721 o s 3T-
T Tl TR H GE | TRl
FI TeEH At Mo FarE
50 ofel e el o ®9 H
I T &1 ST ST @S R
Tt A A T s &
HEr M wH efew
TARE H I 8 T &)
TSR HHTH B o S STe
F U R TIE W@ o, T
THA G T W U A
FR 3 IehE ASH & T
3Tk S H SIRER THRT
R & | TR ST w07 o
for offdl § TER =it &R
= 2 T | FeHT 3 o
firerd & Siamia o gfers
Tk W g 3R wIEe
TTOT St Heg A SR
TR ST TSt T4
fafrem=hl 3 S = & &g
FHE il I 7 = T
feam =mret ® sTmen qo,

o S SR A Bl TR

&3 Elcel 9l 3ce t B Pl dlld

TET TSHHT| G 1 &5 3 S0 3eTTeh § IR Rl g
oo BICH B §2X & U B i Ui &1 7 | gaeh ohl Yeair =it
e o W= STcRTa TmeRH o & o §S] Silag el et
T el (22 ) % F9H I T &1 STHHRI o STTHR A=
Te1 G et & ARITRIET 2T & Feerd AITeray & ST+ g3l
% =X o TeR Ll o1l &% [
U TATA ST HICTST RIS T o o
3R vfafer W & fo=mm
SI-STET ST o7l Bt & | |
B9 % oI 219 Ugeh e T [
T o1l S ST W@ §
VIR ol & SISk H 379 el
Y A AR Sl @
il IR T B % U
ST THIR o HROT STht TS
SN 81 T ST TS Rk
Teh U 9 ST Th{s | 2R 3 SIRER off fh T iR w0 9
I B T BIEH % S1E TI AT+ kTl Telets i
o & iR U TEdel WS i aRl i g,
STEIE Tg o Taet & Skl fefa iR 31 gent ot s et
% SN IEH! AT & | AT Y G e & Gt o
T Hieh TR Ug e 37X ST AT Y& ol | 9T i IR T
Tcleh % IRSTH ol TIed shl STHEh < <) 1€ &1 91l ohl shosl &
TR TRHTEH o foTT HeX STearet 9t |

hISedil & §¢ Ecrel ol gal
difecTl:usI Hid &R
Ure fooea

HISWT THE Hiew A & o= O T &4 &
FRRGE H WfER I8 Teh oI I8! ek WeH § o 9 50
ST A shl Hid &1 T | GefehT ot qeer Siitan <at, afe forsmr
oz T H g &1 STHHN & STTER S <ot AT ki /G
WA H FHIS U TE & | Tl X ek SR el eile T Sehl Bt
I 3 WISt 8¢ WA % I Ig | T UL ol BRAR U
TheY, e Tt <ol TSR T8 371% | EoRTE Sidt = Qe B SRt
foreT 3R 311 URSTH ol o &Y | TR Sred g Hich R g
3R ST AT Il |

60-70 THIE TN U, TSR Ugeil = URSTHI - STTeieht
ST o S S TR SR O et T B i o e
TR T B S SRl e fiem W S o g
ST I EER T- 5167 o Tl AR TR Ug | 3 oI
o e Il T B S &1 SEeh! TEXE ST 60 & 70 BT
T U B R S e § ST SHREH S €1 96 e
foT, =iaRer & TARART ST S T ¥ $6eh ST A
e AdfeRan siet (TSI TRUE ) i S 1 S GerT G E B
Hfer = IHiE ST @ fof STog & 3 i SR e forn
agﬂéaaa;@amﬁaﬁ e TSt W IR R ATk § Wk
£l |

e T S e, TEel 9t & Tk € e : sl
STt & o eeR T i & s U2 €, ST SRt ue o
T & TR ST 1 B & RO A T A 3 o
ST Fferd o W €1 ge 7 off T e eed T 3T T &,
AR 2780 Toh S HRGTS Tl ol Teh! & | T SART - TR
A HiT i & 6 sic @i ot fafed s SRl sl Sy iR
e S T S, dif wfesy # Rt iR uReR
ST &feT = S I

SIS 3 63 I g-cof; 3 3t
fareT urer:-ganel o &St af
foTds1 caTa i 31eTe

T TSI RGeS STt et e feri & T oiR-efik
R IER T oft, & Sl 24 S H G | STEIE RS S
S T % ToEE A 2 9 3 et a wl fiRee oSt w T
ﬁ@ﬁaﬁ@mﬁ?%&wwlm

AT A e 2 fEit ae e SRS

SRR 3 fetit e ot iR RS 1 T | et T e ik
el 3 o et ek e TaT ot fvehct o Tl ot | a1 &%
T AT A R © TSI Tl & o o | 8 Selrehl | ole
Tooh! Fet T i T | Trw B 31 39 ST el 3
SIIEARCIEAN RIS

T el WIS A A el Rt 31T : T HEH he oh
STTER ST i WIS H o1 1 Sl Rl TR Jaie Tl oh
-1 ARG H ot e w1 21 et 37 St S gaeii 7
T o ATIH 2t ! ek e & | 98t STt = qoEH 13
T 14 Tt o ST 1 3T | o7 fUeed 24 =i H eraeam
SHT A 9.4 Felt Qfcwrre st foran e =rei st 4 fegirant
fiRrere 2@ T, S ToF § ol S | HIEH il o6
e & Foh T8 sTeeiel STt &, AR It % THA SShT 3R
3T Th-3) & SR e 81

BIcHt ek 36 Tt ag=rT ur : Hem fornt s geifees
SI9 fredt ® <as dEE 17 9 18 ot 7 ek gl 3
TOTRI B X o T ST hH S8 T enit | Jé ST |
AfeRad dEM 34 ¥ 35 fElt q9 qgeH 1 SGAM B
fErdorsit 3 At by fe & warie o 9 3iR 1S T il T
Q| T T hg 1 kel & o 3T ol <) feAT &, 1 St
Teh, =IAH A9A H 3 | 4 feiit it sigiadt 2t | a1 18 § 20
Tt ook ST ehaT &, STeifeh femT s aTaHH 36 fufi e agar bt
%ﬁgﬂ%lﬁﬁwwéﬁﬁ$Wwﬁ$WW

|

G- ehiceT™ B SIS URT : = G/ he i SR T
ST YaTA o TR ST Sifeenist et # o i1 arome
30 9 35 it Qe o s W ! STeT &1 T TaTT
&1 H T o1 3TER 311k @ | ToTeR 31K ereie # S1ferhad
A 33 felt, gAeR o Tfesrist # 34 feit qen g 4 35
Tl qe Tg=m i1 1AM ¥ e, staarer 3R uge ot
9RT 32 9 33 fh & s W@ 39 Sl o Hehreet e §
Sftreram 31 f&ilt, =1 & Tgen § 34 feift, S/efer ader o
e 25 gt T o1 ST B Sleta | siferehan 29 et
R = 12 et ok T orehell 1 I § SR 34 feiit
3R = 15 foft Tem o Hermara & | T A Stferhe™ drEe
30 feill, Seprl & 34 feit, TrTe o esTerT | 31 f&it qen
Teit o ufvert feyd o 34 9 35 feit 7 I ugd Sehar
TREE H Tei et s ot 9 T iR-4 R er & o,
T S 24 5 B UG = 3T el et ol | T o qTqar
H 2 9 3 it ok 1 fivrere <ot o1 7 2, 1o il st e o)
fORT Bohl S o1 TEH™ §31T| TSTHT Wil § =AaH e
FHYel 2 feiit T TFeaht| Safh R SR 3 faiit
Toh ol firere Rl il T8 | Bt U ) foh STl & fer Tt
TR T TeHT I fYehct o T ST 7| Sl o T il o o o
TS AR Y& L < | S SeTTeh! H Yole 8ehl i Hedd
Y TE | TR T ST T ST el + ARl ol =iehl &2
BN T g % SR STt 3t Trel B o1 {7 gsier
TR AR el o T-Tre gRE e H oft e @i e




Delhi

J

TheResearchers RANCHI | 02 March 2026 10
I 3 el e e ﬁwﬂﬁ@ms”remaaﬂalam o I 1o SR S ey

%lzﬁmﬂﬂsﬁmmtﬁmaaﬁmﬁla U2 9Red i Sidls otee! feidl

‘forfad YR 2047’ & Thed ool T 3R yeu TR, TS 3R ST % 41 Tt T SR i

"gﬁﬁ' I e TR T SR TR Wéﬁwﬁlg@msﬁ T @ Ion o fekfd feeelt aﬁ%mwaaﬂwﬁﬁ & At A M @ R qﬁﬁv—vﬁnwﬁaﬂ Il FooiEH R SHEM Rl

() e P 3 7 O & 9 ] IR T & T | 3 oo et b 4 8 oy e € & o 3 o o @ GO O 6 AT, S ard 2 4 i e A 4 e 3 e o

R T ST &1 A S S R e G R GO | sy yor s 3 G . e T & TR SR W @ BN o TR o e ) B WA S e R o uien @

fremrel gffve w0 & T @R § qid ed 3o & ardiet &l it e TR % T o & T Bl SN @ TG F Y u o) B e v @ g efer s ol ante i

1 T A T W o Fer 421 AR F A A G H | e 7 RO e A9 e T o WY WER T FA W e R Hee e gty o

feofe forTe W & SIR wrifer T feere ST T Seg ST&dt &1 Hiie e ST % foverE @ R W e qonw # edel & Rl

AT AT oh1 R 1 R (ol € SR TR & STk W | oy s o 3 feeelt TR 3 Tfefida frer 31 98 R #1E  forwr womera Y oIk | ST s

% o0 & Tve Fie I3 F AT HA &1 AT | FEF | qurmd e B F g hefel Ul 1 TEES T, el T € o BHR gaerd 4

% WET-37AfCH 1 IR G HE S T T A A | ey e o & e e feeeh & oot W F F A ARE WO T

ARent # ameieh Yer o & 81 3R e % AR 1 Foer ST S gu f, 3R fen ofR ofi &1 9 &1 3 qud i 3R el R A w

T e o oS wEm § WA 39 &9 | T ok #W R 8 T
T gy IR fow e 1 qid e IR e HeH
T AR R S & T T SRE g R sl St
TN S =t & I [T Rt A SoeTee] T ! Wi |

Wbed! # 11 UR o Yd Sieg Blon dare,
Il Yerl 51 ol Fwen A Ricoil 2red

2 oot uftem sier feerd wegent § T 76 W S @ T
TR A 1 Y 376 T TR & 3R STeq & RN Rl Gkl § <l
311 T S T Y Ted e el €1 5.468 et o 59
T T 96 T HTH T 2 T 81 T8 622.04 FIAS T FHi AN
T SR S @ B HE T IR U TSR HAe 3 S
o WRaeRT SIS, ST 1960 & U & T o, 37 ST 70 WA
T B T & SR T, ARSI T ST S h Sire St I
e TElTel h HeH H T T ) ST TR R A e
3R BT T & R S S S H RO TS 81 T Iot 36 wee
I X A TR A BT K T ST | g et = Feh
N T ST A SR R e S & S A iR Hf
I T TSR B o STH Fam | Hiee 3iR gfifemers % viag
3 7R Al 37 TR SR forel 7ok et 7R T W ug Wl
T AR ot I Bl TR SeElfed €1 TR et o 3 el
o wdten aik Afescr ERSIdl o TFa ST 9§ & W B €,
T 3 feiell Bl R | T AfSeesr SHRISRT SR g8 = el
%gﬁ%ﬂﬁwﬁqﬁﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂ fou F0 s IR A o
T A

UURRPNS 4 “Afde by Jur
& %u ¥ 3mefora fopen fasilg Sters &1

2TUR] IIB3UT TRIE

2 feelll wRdE T B WS (TIUESTE) 7 T Y
TG 31y forli STEe & 99 T80 R &l U Tidem
Tohed B % T Iy R R IR ¥ e sl
ferenffal 3 s form) FEew W WRA & T @ @ iR B
STUIRRT Y R B T Hehed Tl | iR I Hellterd
F T TICHYRTE & U T 3778 foiig STeg 3 i e,
fordeRs Tget el 3 Wi SR e foharm| S=ai el fof Tge el
3R HAT AT BT T W IR T Fel §, i Tk TR
iR Henfsiier TeR 9 3T ot wRihdl R foverd Starn e
el foh 8 T kot B T, Sk 37 Tt uferdt oRemi & o
ﬁﬂéﬁcﬁw%ﬁﬁméawﬁma@wmé@%%l
SR e [ T FPIRH ot W9 T o W A €, e
oM IR AnditeR g i T B UL Hehed g1 SR
AR, T G0 chteh, ot o Frrofientor 3iR Srrefer < bt
TR S TR R TG S i TS FT i =60 |

AR W 18 Blolt siavera @i feafd, f4om

TRTRH Uaal B2 33 & deR! : Werie

73 Taoetn fomett & Wk T geheiet g = s i feeedt
TR T (WS 3 TS H T TR S R YR
feeam e & <o Freaifte T & o wd el A T gof
o S| 3% el foR T eI S € TR S 'R W
TR R T &, TR WG % IR SerRE e s 7 @
AR ARERT ol TR yemR 1 HEAT F HT TS| FREUN
TS ST fig 3 TR Prefteral 3 TR ot b1 H e U
SRR & o THEiE & SR & & 3TTd OR B | HH el
IH FA 12,892 A ¥, [ ot T 6,069.88 FcAiex 71
T A aawsqmﬁsouﬁmz‘—rmﬁaﬂvﬁw %’l
IR s fo 57 et o i w9 9 9w S €
ﬁmﬁwmﬁmmwwﬁm%ﬁﬁmﬁww
e TeTE oA e 800 A A % SRR 4 § T 5,
TSRt e T 530. '8 Tereiiex &1 SFed & 37l 7 & o1 el
ﬁw%éﬁﬁaﬁamﬁwﬁmW%Wﬁmﬁ%m
WAl % SR W R ST W@ &, e ot 3 SR St et
I X o ©

EENItaE ]
wfg # fon & 2 weege
FeH AN T FE 3w
27 o6 g foelt § o AT
TR A Tl 1 & W6 A
H A §U A I G I A
& sifceh SET T A ST
g guEE & AmfeR ik
quftq swRisdieT St 31He Heid
F o R feeedt | fomm i 6
e @ T W@ &1 3= Fe R

WHER H TF T et w1 dwe dfed @@ feectt @
fomfor e &, St ofem W & fored Y EIE § Sied @@
TS e T Tt gl g,  omRyd @i, e, f,

fooot o edrees] A3 & DrRIded Ue siet el
farét Sici-Usc eeure ef, m@maﬂaﬂ%

T

T2 feeelt | ww wive
T fqart 9 foeet SRR wt
e JaRi @ alE @i
SR A S o e iR
TS TR Afewe gfaensii
e T % AT I e
W ¢ 3R o 3R | fom
T & WIS Tie T e
TE T SEIgY STEqa H
SRS Tediet et
FEHA H Wi gl S
forendt = =, ‘a@ wgd el
A & oF TS TR T
TER T HI fewn § AR
FT R & Tl AR TErEe A
<. Yehst AR e ot 7 Hisg
%l&ma@ﬁrﬁwwﬁ
T W wgd
RIS T SgTe R )

E@ﬁwﬁg@ﬁ?{
e 5-6 HEEl SieeE
A=t o 1 T o S
wmﬁwﬁqﬁf%m@%m

& gferenell @ 7lSt ok STk

Y ST A g 6 o4 Fal|
IR wE R oww & o
feramt =l SEadl o foTg Bm e
YR & TR T © &1 BAk

WHR a9 2026 H fREH
eI oY & ® § T @ 8
T TR & 17 STT-3TT
faur  ayTeE, et
eI, i, S H A

qY A oIl SEd e
ﬁ@m@mﬁimaﬁw

N\

(wlisi % o) & foe arem
fefee MM 1 I WA 7
3% Fa 39 @ @ 9
Tl Al T STE? FAST forerdt |

fovar W@ 9, AT o e
gerl B SR dE, T
I, T TR Y
I 3o & forw o €1 et
THER A 7 R @H T fem
fam o wRR & fow w1 e

IR FE,  ‘TEdeEl aeEH |
14-15 ®@ H ASRA H
Hollgehel SHER 1 JehT T el
¥ W 9 FA9 80,000 WA
A 3 €, e ded 9 &
T W 3 T8 ae feeed |
I/ & S, e wea
5,000 9T 7| feeeit i Y@ T
3R TaeeT Hil . ok fig 3
W I ¥ M R © § -
TR it ST<=il Rl o A
foTT oY o @ €1 ¢ HANT fart
J ST % SRREX . GHsT
3R S g W off T
| I FEl, TN TR A
TR, T i i Heg e Bl
fimet 27 Sl | 3T 3TEH! 3K
HOG U WEH S qE |
3 W T W U IS e
T SRR T Glaem

Ffmd e g w e e gt

e 2 ¢

TWHR W fRT S ® FE @

famga SR @ e ¥ e

& HAl UG I TR HA o
T TR 3N fova & 9=
e} | TeeT T W 9
e o & Sfiad ®
SR o ST forT T )

T A el foh e o
40 9 Yol fiwer i e
T o, e 25 eIk 9 ot
SR A S e | TS
TWHR 3 S '

. FEES HREM H ST el

THEAAEs e S @)
I Felee had @t
qgl SHF W U I RS
S S o o e 8 Wt
T8 © ARTe 9w R 71 =8

mwaﬁwﬁﬁwﬁ%w

mémaﬂtwmﬁsﬁ
F g A E T T
T O R S, &6, 9,
=i, ST 3ToRieRT (farere) <@
% o e Red ®
TSTe[et SR 3 feaT S o &
W H T & -7 Seh!
Y T RS 3R g

FEHIE W ek WS

WEER T 3R & & &y
fezamn ST 9 e s
STERYYT ST ST AT YRaH
A T WA HelhR &
o ol SER % Eref fert /e
RN | I el IR B ST

g & IR o ¥ T
e & fF 30 e & Tl 4
Rfcef =l forme Wk €1 &6

[ foreer HAeR S T Se]

Y wfeg feufd a1 ST o 3R
THEIT T TR F 3R
forar 21

ifsf e ol et @t “argfir’ wFH ae
ﬂﬂauslauﬁlﬂuwm?}el ua'iuuglﬂ

meﬂﬁﬁﬁwmw%—

t & 7-8 AR B

‘:Hl?‘rﬁ AfeeT ﬁlﬂw eid-d-lc'IOi Pl STRISTol

=l's‘ fereettl Hfee
HTRAERT 3R T o ferehre o
Afeenst H ftert i W@ifed
F F foaw =t & o e
% 7-8 U ! ) o T

T & ST W A THS % ol

i fmior s g W E | WA

[EEGR IR CER NG R
ot 3 we fop g Afgensli &
T 3iR foren & 93 8 @
ﬁw‘rﬁ%ﬂ%l = == |

Tfgen foremE T 9RAr
F S R ST@m T®
SRRl U 9faeT gffq,
IO 3R YRA faga uRve &
TRTERRET A feeet & e
it urt fem fafae den
wﬁmrfrwmﬁ RIS

&l T Yo HiEcsh # Tk o

T T AT SR ‘forrfaa uRa w1 o forear €)1 59 hriehA
2047’ & Uh R WHER w2 ol &5 it wfeered
H 3T AFGH W = BT &1 TohE oY 3 Tk O He Y

o i o it oI e

T
T wa@ww
@#ﬁs‘mmaﬁmaﬁwm
& BT T I T B FG
ﬁaaﬁﬁlﬁﬁsﬁwwm
T T A ¢ e |

- @ L

T 2| v i T T S &
ST % Ay 3 S R S A
R 3fE 3R g REd & Tgw
1 T W T TR
oM € 31K Tk S 4 I
% feT cAToRelTs shew 21 T o

< 7 fop firemeat o St <@ i
W T T T SIRALH B
1 F R F@ & R wifd s
W@ & fou feRR e
geel w eRifd # wH R
F B T e gk |
el o 39 3Tk § 3 el &l k-

& D

Tel féeedl # Etor SIIdi clloll ®f dell-
H?Iﬁﬁl aﬂaaaﬂasﬂ?mzﬁlsﬂaua

SR o G R, S 37 T W
Y g T W TR €, I &
o U U weldla e & S
ofem TR 1 3R S Rl
I e o6 emfe 3 S S
G S o IS U R
T A A ¢ o o T

o | geew o e, fafam
T Biedd - e
e e S ol wna
ST BT 2026 & AR H
e aFERer o fomam)
39 Weh W SHSTAE Al &
T A gierE Seh, W

WA I W Il 30 -
T feerE wmen e
T 1,000 FHeAHGA  H
¥ | A R
ymor, oRd Ui yesih, afes
9, AN I,
Hwﬁmwaﬂxﬁqaaafq

IR A gEsH o B
(JWTF) 2026 | 02-13 AL
TEOERR doie H s g

i fsEd 70 ¥ o wEEe

feamdl HelhR Th |

%ﬁﬁshmaiﬁzﬁ

fesei ik dumen | R

T A T8 GeT Heahr
SR S T U Y Eedt fovent
i ot g o @ Y forerd
g 3R TR

1 G TR @ e T
g fafsm @ wiead
wﬁa@vﬁﬁaﬁgﬁmw

%wmﬁg@aﬁwﬁm
ot 9 THH R 3T ARl A i g
T R T R, 3 feanet
¥ 3R ool T T e



TheResearchers

Aggressive H3N2 vari-
ant prompts changes to
this year's flu shot

NEW DELHI, Agency: After a
year marked by an early and sharp rise
in flu cases in several countries, India is
set to update its seasonal influenza vac-
cine to deal with a fast-spreading new
strain, reports Anuja Jaiswal.

The WHO has issued its annual rec-
ommendations for the 2026-27 north-
ern hemisphere flu season, based on
global surveillance data that showed a
new A(H3N2) variant, known as sub-
clade K, becoming dominant. India, as
part of the northern hemisphere, fol-
lows this guidance each year to decide
which strains are covered in the flu
shot. The new strain appears to spread
more easily than the earlier versions.
While it is not necessarily more severe
for each infected person, its higher
transmissibility has led to increased
case numbers and earlier-than-usual
flu activity in many regions.

"The updated recommendations are
timely, given the rapid global spread of
the new variant," said Dr Rommel
Tickoo, director of internal medicine at
Max Hospital, Saket. "H3N2 strains are
often linked to more severe illness,
especially in the elderly and those with
medical conditions. Since influenza
viruses keep changing, updating the
vaccine each year is critical. High-risk
groups' early vaccination can reduce
complications and hospital admis-
sions." WHO has recommended updat-
ed components for HiN1, H3N2 and
B/Victoria strains. Indian vaccine man-
ufacturers will now align production to
match these strains so that doses are
available before peak transmission.
Doctors advise getting the flu shot
before winter.

SC: Make prisons refor-
mative, give women
right to open jails

NEW DELHI, Agency: In an
effort to transform India's punitive
prison system into reformative centres,
Supreme Court has mandated radical
reforms and ruled that women inmates,
like male prisoners, have a fundamen-
tal right to be lodged in open correc-
tional institutions (OCIs), which must
change character from labour camps to
vocational training centres and allow
inmates' to have regular access to their
families. Penning a 138-page magnum
opus of a judgment on what ails the
Indian prison system and the judicially
devised antidotes, a bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta
appointed former SC judge S R Bhat as
chairperson of a high powered commit-
tee with a honorarium of Rs 10 lakh per
month along with other facilities to
frame within six months a nationally
consistent common minimum stan-
dards for "Reforms and Governance of
Open Correctional Institutions". It
asked states, which do not have open
jails, to establish these institutions and
mandated setting up of multi-layered
monitoring systems to ensure that its
series of directions are scrupulously
complied with in a time bound manner.
It posted the next hearing on the matter
on Sep 1. It directed state committees to
file quarterly reports on implementa-
tion of SC directed reforms in open
prisons before the jurisdictional HCs,
which in turn will file yearly reports
before SC every March 31.

Can J&K's Ranji triumph
heal old wounds?

Jammu, Agency: Jammu and
Kashmir have become India's cricket-
ing champs by thrashing favourites
Karnataka in the Ranji Trophy finals.
This is a fantastic, heart-warming
Cinderella tale in a small state long
viewed as a no-hoper in cricket. Experts
say nobody watches Ranji Trophy crick-
et because it is not exciting and lacks
top stars. But I followed the Ranji semi-
final and the final avidly and, by the
end, was cheering myself hoarse for
J&K. There must have been many more
viewers like me.

Before this season, J&K had played
334 Ranji Trophy matches over 67
years and won only 45 of them. It took
44 years to win its first match, against
the Services in 1982-83. But this year, it
steadily eliminated one tough opponent
after another-Rajasthan, Hyderabad,
Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal,
and finally seven-time champions
Karnataka.

Karnataka had five Test players-KL
Rahul, Mayank Agrawal, Devdutt
Padikkal, Karun Nair, and Prasidh
Krishna. J&K had none. A year ago, you
would have been hard-pressed to name
a single member of its team. Yet it won
in commanding style.

This is more than a cricketing story.
Out of the blue, it provides a non-polit-
ical avenue to help alienated Kashmiris
feel part of the Indian mainstream.

Indiareliable': PM
Investor sat chlp o]

AHMEDABAD, Agency: Amid
intensifying geopohtlcal conflicts and
trade tensions, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi made a strong pitch on
Saturday for India as a preferred
investment destination.

"India is capable, India is competi-
tive, and India is committed. Today,
India has only one message for
investors worldwide: India is ready,
India is reliable, and India will deliver,"
Modi said.

Speaking after inaugurating US-
based chip giant Micron Technology's
ATMP (Assembly, Testing, Marking
and Packaging) plant at Sanand, the
first such facility in the country, Modi
said Gujarat would provide the lifestyle
and social life that international com-
panies desire.

"A small town (Sanand) suddenly
found its place on the global map.
Development and systems are needed;
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perhaps even today you may have
thoughts like, 'Tt would be nice if this
were there, it would be nice if that were

there.' I assure you, friends, the lifestyle
you desire, the social life you desire, the
way you live your life, Gujarat will cre-

woosglobal
ant launch

ate that too. We will not let you feel
anything is lacking." He said after
establishing itself as a software power-
house, the country is "firmly establish-
ing its identity" in the hardware sector
too. The PM said that until 10-11 years
ago, discussions about data and chips
in India were confined to very close cir-
cles, and these often revolved only
around IT services. Speaking about the
speed of project approvals, he said,
"Today's India is moving forward with
this approach - from policy to produc-
tion. It is visible. Remember, the MoU
for this facility was signed in June
2023. Subsequently, the groundbreak-
ing for this facility took place in Sept
2023 in Sanand. In Feb 2024, machines
began to be installed in the pilot facili-
ty, and today, in Feb 2025, commercial
production has begun at this facility.
Anyone who follows this sector can
understand the meaning of this speed.

HM Shah reviews border security in Seeman- Railways plans 5th, 6th lines on high-
chal all post-SIR deaths to be verified

NEW DELHI, Agency:
A high-level meeting chaired
by home minister Amit Shah
in Purnea, Bihar on Friday to
examine security-related con-
cerns in border districts of the
state, decided that all death
cases reported after special
intensive revision (SIR) will
be thoroughly verified and
matching deletions and
updates carried out in all offi-
cial records including aadhaar,
driving licence and PAN data-
bases etc, to ensure accuracy
and prevent any misuse. A
door-to-door survey will be
undertaken to verify individu-
als reported as migrated but
absent during verification,
while ensuring that no genuine
voter is erroneously deleted,
Central govt sources told
Media.

The review meeting exam-
ined -- attended by the district
magistrates and superintend-
ents of police of seven border

districts of Seemanchal -- called
for stricter border manage-

ment, enhanced vigilance
against illegal activities, and
coordinated inter-agency action
to address concerns such as ille-
gal constructions near border
areas, illegal migration, circula-
tion of fake Indian currency
notes (FICN), encroachment,
and unauthorised financial
flows.

Shah, during the meeting,
called for strict enforcement of
a zero-tolerance policy against
illegal constructions, particu-

larly in forest and uninhabited
areas, and ordered the imme-
diate removal of encroach-
ments in 'mo man's land'
adjoining the international
border. District magistrates of
border districts have been
tasked with ensuring legal and
financial compliance by all
banks, including cooperative
banks, within their jurisdic-
tions. All banks have been
directed to follow compliances
issued by RBI, including report-
ing of cash transactions of high
value and PAN linkage with
bank accounts.

Bihar chief secretary will
review compliance, particularly
concerning cooperative banks.
Strict action will be taken
against sub registrar offices
(SROs) that fail to report or
resort to defective reporting of
high-value property transac-
tions or violations involving
cash transactions beyond pre-
scribed norms.

density corridors to boost capacity

NEW DELHI,
Agency: For the next
phase of network
expansion, the railway
ministry has started
preparation for laying
5th and 6th lines on the
High Density Network
(HDN) corridors con-
necting the four major
metro cities - Delhi,
Howrah, Mumbai and
Chennai - so that more pas-
senger and freight trains can
run on these corridors.

This is significant consid-
ering that the 11,051-km HDN
forms the backbone of rail-
ways, accounting for 16% of
the total network, but han-
dling 41% of total rail traffic.
Around 8,400-km of this,
over 60% of the HDN network
operate at 100-150% more
than the line capacity.

The sven HDN corridors
are - Delhi-Howrah (1,422
km), Howrah-Mumbai (2,039
km), Delhi-Mumbai (1,321

km), Delhi-Guwahati (1,875
km), Delhi-Chennai (2,041
km), Howrah-Chennai (1,117
km) and Mumbai-Chennai
(1,238 km).

Media has learnt that
recently the railway board
called a meeting of senior
officials from all zones to
finalise the planning of dou-
bling, multitracking and 5th
and 6th line requirement on
HDN routes. The zones have
been asked to prepare pro-
posals for their respective
sections based on line capaci-
ty, traffic requirements and
future planning.

India could soon get its For 61 lakh 'doubtful' voters, it's a race
first openly queer MP

New Delhi, Agency:
When Menaka Guruswamy
walks into Parliament building
for the Rajya Sabha election in
mid-March, she will possibly
be the first openly queer per-
son on the ballot. From the
Sept 2018 Supreme Court ver-
dict decriminalising Article
377 to a possible seat in the
Upper House has been a long

against time to get on electoral roll

NEW DELHI, Agency: !"';'
Around 60 lakh electors in
West Bengal have been cate-
by
Election Commission, and
their cases have been sent for
adjudication by judicial offi-

gorised as 'doubtful'

cers appointed by the
Kolkata high court. This is in
line with the Supreme

Court's directive dated Feb
20. With assembly elections

W

journey. The Trinamool Congress
has nominated her as its Rajya
Sabha candidate.

Perhaps cognizant of the
enormity of the moment,
Guruswamy on Saturday posted
on X, "I am deeply honoured to
be nominated to the Rajya Sabha
by the All India Trinamool
Congress. I am grateful to the
Hon'ble Chief Minister of West
Bengal Ms Mamata Banerjee for
reposing her faith in me. Our
Constitution's values of equality,
fraternity & non-discrimination
have guided my life & work, I

hope to carry these ideals for-
ward into Parliament. I look for-
ward to representing the inter-
ests of the people of West Bengal
& to serve 'We the People' of
India."

Guruswamy has been public

2023, former diplomat Vivek
Katju wrote a personal piece on
his journey in accepting his
daughter Arundhati and her part-
ner, expressing his initial shock
and despair when he found out
about her sexuality.

in the state likely to be
announced in the second half
of March, this means that it
would be a race against time
for the "doubtful" voters to
be made a part of the elec-

around 6.4 crore, with a total
1.2 crore deletions since Oct
27, 2025 (15.9%). Of these,
around 61.8 lakh were delet-
ed on account of being
shifted, migrated
and registered at multiple

deceased,

: : . ~ toral list. appointed judicial officers,
?(E)xu{[a hegrriﬁgggﬁgg Igltt}lll felln Sources said that the final shall be added back to the
vy I electorate of Bengal is state's roll by way of supple-

places and another 60 lakh
categorised as 'doubtful' vot-
ers under adjudication.

Such 'doubtful' electors,
as and when their cases are
approved by the court-

mentary lists to be published
later. Until then, these voters
will not be eligible to vote in
any election. A senior EC
functionary told Media that
the majority of these 'doubt-
ful' electors are likely to be

illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh. "Despite stiff
resistance, the SIR exercise
in Bengal has been a huge
success,”" said another EC
official. According to the
rules, the electoral roll of a
state is frozen 10 days before
the last date for nomination
in Lok Sabha or assembly
elections. So only those
'doubtful’ voters whose cases
are disposed of within the
prescribed deadline can vote
in the upcoming Bengal
assembly elections.

India walks tlghtrope amid Iran conflict

NEW DELHI, Agency:
India is deeply concerned over
the recent developments in
Iran and the Gulf region, govt
said Saturday, hours after US-
Israel joint military action
against Iran and the latter's
retaliatory targeting of Gulf

states where Washington has |

military assets. While seeking
safety of civilians in a region

that is home to a nearly 10-mil-
lion-strong Indian diaspora, g

the govt also stressed in its
tough balancing act that sover-
eignty and territorial integrity
of all states must be protected.

External affairs minister S
Jaishankar spoke to his Iranian
and Israeli counterparts, Seyed
Abbas Araghchi and Gideon
Sa'ar, respectively, to express
deep concern and to reiterate
India's call for dialogue and
diplomacy to de-escalate ten-
sions. Late in the evening,

Jaishankar also spoke to his
counterparts from the UAE,
Qatar, Kuwait and Bahrain and
sought their cooperation in
ensuring the well-being of the
Indian community.

India's response in the form
of a statement by the ministry
of external affairs was carefully
calibrated as it said that dia-
logue and diplomacy should be

-« D

pursued to de-escalate ten-
sions and address underlying
issues. "We urge all sides to
exercise restraint, avoid escala-
tion and prioritise the safety of
civilians," said MEA, adding
that Indian missions across the
Gulf were in touch with Indian
nationals and had issued
appropriate advisories asking
them to remain vigilant and

follow local security guidance.
There are close to 40,000
Indian citizens in Israel and
anywhere between 6,000 and
10,000 in Iran.

With the US and Israel
reportedly looking to precipi-
tate a regime change in Iran,
India was again forced to walk
a diplomatic tightrope, caught
between its steady ties with
Iran that are based on common
regional interests and strong
signs of improvement in the
critical relationship with the
US after a period of extreme
turbulence.

The attack on Iran also
came barely 48 hours after a
bilateral meeting between PM
Narendra Modi and his coun-
terpart Benjamin Netanyahu in
Israel that saw the leaders dis-
cussing US-Iran tensions and
Modi offering, if required,
India's support for any efforts

towards a peaceful resolution.
Significantly, in his media
remarks during the visit which
took place amidst mounting
US-Iran friction, Modi said
that peace and security in West
Asia is directly linked to India's
security interests. The Gulf
region is also one of India's
most significant and reliable
sources of oil and gas. The
diaspora, whose well-being is a
major priority for the govt, is
one of the largest sources of
remittances for India. The GCC
countries - Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
United Arab Emirates - are
together also India's largest
trading partner bloc. While
India has deepened its strate-
gic partnership with Israel in
the past decade or so, its ties
with Gulf states have also
undergone a complete trans-
formation during this period.
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National Old Stuff Day
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Finding New Meaning in Old Memories

Rediscovering Value in the Forgotten

ey

Every year on March 2,
people around the world
observe National Old Stuff
Day, a unique occasion that
encourages individuals to
revisit, reuse, and reimagine
old possessions. In a fast-
paced world driven by con-
stant upgrades and con-
sumerism, this day serves as a
gentle reminder that “old”
does not mean “useless.”
Instead, it often carries sto-
ries, memories, and untapped
potential.

Modern lifestyles have
conditioned us to discard
items the moment they lose
novelty. Whether it is outdat-
ed gadgets, clothes that are no
longer in fashion, or furniture
that seems worn out, the ten-
dency to replace rather than
repair has become deeply
ingrained. National Old Stuff
Day challenges this mindset
by inviting people to pause
and reflect on what they
already own.

At its core, the day is about
rediscovery. That old box in
the attic may contain child-
hood photographs, handwrit-
ten letters, or forgotten sou-
venirs that reconnect us with
our past. These objects often
hold emotional value far
greater than anything newly

can evoke nostalgia, strength-
en family bonds, and offer a
sense of continuity in an ever-
changing world.

Beyond sentiment, the day
also promotes sustainability.
The culture of disposability
has led to environmental con-
cerns, with landfills overflow-
ing and resources being
depleted. By repairing, repur-
posing, or donating old items,
individuals can reduce waste
and contribute to a more sus-
tainable future. For example,
an old shirt can be turned into
cleaning cloths, and unused
furniture can be refurbished
or donated to someone in
need. Another important
aspect of National Old Stuff
Day is its potential to spark
creativity. Many artists and
DIY enthusiasts find inspira-
tion in old objects. Broken
items can be transformed into
decorative pieces, vintage
clothing can be restyled, and
discarded materials can
become works of art. This
process not only saves money
but also encourages innova-
tion and personal expression.
The day also holds relevance
in today’s digital age. Old
devices such as phones or
computers often contain valu-
able data—photos, docu-

might otherwise be forgotten.
Taking time to organize and
revisit digital archives can be
just as meaningful as sorting
through physical belongings.

On a broader level,
National Old Stuff Day
reflects a deeper -cultural
shift. As minimalism and con-
scious living gain popularity,
people are beginning to ques-
tion the need for constant
consumption. The idea is not
just to own less, but to value
what we already have. This
mindset fosters gratitude and
reduces the pressure to keep
up with ever-changing trends.

Families can use this day
as an opportunity to bond.
Cleaning out storage spaces
together, sharing stories
about old belongings, or
working on DIY projects can
create meaningful experi-
ences. It is also a chance to
teach younger generations
about the importance of
resourcefulness and sustain-
ability.

In workplaces and com-
munities, the day can inspire
initiatives such as donation
drives, recycling programs, or
creative workshops. These
activities not only benefit the
environment but also
strengthen social connec-

National Old Stuff
Day offers a powerful
message: what we
often consider clutter
may actually be hid-
den treasure. As
homes fill with
unused items over
time, it becomes easy
to overlook their
potential. However,
with a shift in per-
spective, these for-
gotten belongings can
be transformed into
something valuable,
useful, and even
beautiful.

One of the biggest
challenges  people
face today is declut-
tering. Closets over-
flow with clothes that
no longer fit, shelves
are packed with out-
dated gadgets, and
storage spaces
become repositories
of things we rarely
use. Instead of imme-
diately  discarding
these items, National
0Old Stuff Day encour-

ages a more thought-
ful approach. The
first step is evalua-
tion. Not everything
old needs to be
thrown away. Some
items can be
repaired, others
repurposed, and
many can be donated.
For instance, old
books can be given to
libraries or schools,
while unused kitchen
utensils can benefit
families in need. This
process not only
clears space but also
extends the life of
these items.
Repurposing is
where creativity truly
shines. A worn-out
ladder can become a
bookshelf, glass jars
can be turned into
decorative lights, and
old jeans can be con-
verted into bags.
Such transformations
highlight the idea
that value is not
inherent in an object

purchased. Revisiting them

ments,

or memories—that tions.

but in how it is used.
There is also a
growing market for
vintage and second-
hand goods. Items
that may seem out-
dated to one person
can be highly desir-
able to another.
Antique furniture,
retro clothing, and
old vinyl records
often carry a charm
that modern products
cannot replicate.
Selling or exchanging
these items can even
provide an additional
source of income.
Environmental
benefits are another
significant  aspect.
The production of
new goods requires
resources such as
water, energy, and
raw materials. By
reusing existing
items, we reduce the
demand for new pro-
duction and mini-
mize environmental
impact. National Old

From Clutter to Treasure
The Hidden Potential of Old Belongings

Stuff Day thus aligns
closely with global
efforts to promote
sustainability.

On a personal
level, the process off
sorting through old
belongings can be
therapeutic.

It allows individu-
als to reflect on their
past, revisit memo-
ries, and make con-
scious decisions
about what to keep
and what to let go.
This practice can lead
to a more organized
and stress-free living
environment. The
day also encourages
community engage-
ment.

Organizing garage
sales, swap events, or
donation drives can
bring people together
while promoting the
reuse of goods. These
activities foster a
sense of community
and shared responsi-
bility.

Nostalgia and Memory: The

Emotional Power of Old Things

Old things are more than just
physical objects—they are vessels
of memory and emotion. National
Old Stuff Day highlights this

deeply human  connection,
reminding us that our belongings
often carry stories that define who
we are.

Every object has a history. A
faded photograph captures a
moment frozen in time, a hand-
written letter preserves emotions
that words once struggled to
express, and a childhood toy
reflects innocence and joy. These
items act as emotional anchors,
connecting us to people, places,
and experiences that might other-
wise fade from memory.

In today’s digital era, where
most memories are stored on
devices, physical objects hold a
unique significance. Unlike digital
files, they can be touched, felt, and
experienced in a tangible way.
This sensory connection often
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makes memories more vivid and
meaningful.

National Old Stuff Day encour-
ages people to revisit these emo-
tional connections. Opening an
old album or rediscovering a long-
forgotten keepsake can evoke
powerful feelings of nostalgia.
While nostalgia is often associated
with longing for the past, it can
also provide comfort and a sense
of identity.

Psychologists suggest that nos-
talgia can have positive effects on
mental well-being.

It can reduce feelings of loneli-
ness, increase self-esteem, and
provide a sense of continuity. By
reconnecting with our past, we
gain a deeper understanding of
our present.

The day also emphasizes the
importance  of  storytelling.
Sharing the stories behind old
objects with family members can
strengthen relationships and pre-

serve cultural heritage. For exam-
ple, a piece of jewelry passed down
through generations may carry
stories of love, resilience, and tra-
dition.

In many cultures, old items are
seen as symbols of heritage and
legacy. They are preserved not just
for their material value but for
their  cultural significance.
National Old Stuff Day aligns with
this perspective by encouraging
people to value their belongings
beyond their functional use.

However, the emotional attach-
ment to old things can also make it
difficult to let go.

While it is important to cherish
memories, it is equally important
to avoid holding onto items that
no longer serve a purpose. The key
is to strike a balance—keeping
what truly matters and letting go
of what does not.

Creative solutions such as digi-
tizing photographs or repurposing
sentimental items can help pre-
serve memories without accumu-
lating clutter.

For instance, old clothes can be
turned into quilts, allowing mem-
ories to be preserved in a practical
form.

Ultimately, National Old Stuff
Day reminds us that our belong-
ings are more than just objects—
they are reflections of our journey.
By revisiting them, we reconnect
with our past, appreciate our pres-
ent, and gain insight into our
future. In a world that often prior-
itizes the new, this day invites us
to pause and appreciate the beau-
ty of the old.

sustainability Starts at Home

The Environmental Impact
of Reusing Old Items

As environmental concerns continue
to grow, National Old Stuff Day takes
on a new level of importance. It serves
as a reminder that small actions at
home can have a significant impact on ly.

the planet.

The modern consumer culture is
built on convenience and constant con-
sumption. Products are designed to be
replaced rather than repaired, leading
to an increase in waste. Landfills are
filled with items that could have been
reused or recycled, contributing to pol-

lution and resource depletion.

National Old Stuff Day challenges
this cycle by promoting sustainable
practices. Reusing old items reduces
the need for new production, conserv-
ing resources such as water, energy,
and raw materials. For example, repair-
instead of

ing a broken appliance
replacing it can signifi-
cantly reduce environ-

Electronic waste is another major
concern. Old gadgets often contain
harmful materials that can damage the
environment if not disposed of proper-
Recycling or repurposing these

devices can help mitigate their impact.

The day also highlights the impor-
tance of mindful consumption. Before
purchasing something new, individuals
are encouraged to consider whether
they already have something that can
serve the same purpose. This approach
not only saves money but also reduces

environmental strain.

Communities can play a crucial role
in promoting sustainability. Initiatives
such as repair cafes, recycling drives,
and second-hand markets can make it
easier for people to reuse and recycle
items. These efforts create a culture of
responsibility and awareness.

mental impact.

Upcycling is another
important aspect of sus-
tainability. Unlike recy-
cling, which often involves
breaking down materials,
upcycling transforms old
items into something of
higher value. This process
not only reduces waste but
also encourages creativity.

Clothing is one of the
biggest contributors to
waste. Fast fashion trends
lead to frequent disposal
of garments, many of
which end up in landfills.
National Old Stuff Day
encourages individuals to
rethink their approach to
fashion by repairing,
restyling, or donating
clothes.
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