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PRESIDENT TURNS
DOWN TMC MEET

A request by Trinamool
Congress (TMC) MPs to meet
President Droupadi Murmu was
declined by Rashtrapati Bhavan
citing “paucity of time,” sources
said on Thursday, amid an
escalating political row in West
Bengal. A senior TMC leader
had written to the President on
March 9 seeking an
appointment for a 12-15
member delegation of party MPs
and State ministers. The
delegation intended to brief the
President on welfare initiatives
undertaken by the Government led
by Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee for “inclusive
development.” The President’s
office, however, conveyed that the
request could not be
accommodated due to time
constraints. The party has since
written again seeking an
appointment next week. The
development follows controversy
during Murmu’s recent visit to
Bagdogra for an international
Santal tribal conference, where
she expressed disappointment
over the low turnout and the
absence of the Chief Minister or
any State minister at the airport.
Banerjee accused the President of
speaking “on the advice of the
BJP,” while the BJP strongly
criticised the State Government.

e ByStander

OPPOSITION MOVES TO
TARGET CEC

Opposition parties have moved to
initiate proceedings to remove Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar, with 130 MPs from the Lok
Sabha and 63 from the Rajya
Sabha signing notices seeking his
removal, sources said. The notice is
expected to be submitted in at least
one House of Parliament on Friday.
Under parliamentary rules, a
removal notice requires signatures
from at least 100 Lok Sabha MPs or
50 Rajya Sabha MPs. Lawmakers
from parties in the INDIA bloc have
backed the move, with MPs from
the Aam Aadmi Party also
reportedly signing despite its
current status outside the alliance.
This is the first time such a notice
has been filed against a Chief
Election Commissioner. Sources
said the notice lists seven charges
against Kumar, including alleged
“partisan and discriminatory
conduct.”

MEGHALAYA CM CALLS
FOR PEACE

Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad
K Sangma on Thursday met party
leaders and workers to discuss
restoring peace and trust in the
Garo Hills following recent
election-related violence. Posting
on X, Sangma, who is also
National President of the National
People’s Party, said the meeting
began and ended with prayers for
peace and unity. The violence
erupted in Tura earlier this week
during protests linked to the
upcoming Garo Hills Autonomous
District Council (GHADC)
elections. Two people were killed
in police firing, and incidents of
arson, vandalism, and looting
affected shops, markets, and a
political office. Authorities
imposed curfews in West and East
Garo Hills districts and deployed
additional security forces, with a
limited relaxation for essential
purchases.

LPG panic hurts country, fuel
supplies secure, says PM Modi

RAJESH KUMAR
M New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday warned
those blackmarketing LPG
and fuel, saying action will
be taken against such
elemets. Addressing panic
around the LPG crisis, he
said those creating fear are
exposing themselves and
hurting the country. Modi
highlighted India's energy
security measures, noting
that strategic petroleum
reserves have grown to over
50 lakh tonnes and house-
hold LPG connections have
risen from 14 crore in 2014
to 33 crore. He also cited
doubled LNG terminals and
efforts to shield citizens
from the Russia-Ukraine
crisis, keeping urea prices at
%300 despite global costs of
%3,000 per bag.

Earlier in the day, Union
Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri told the
Lok Sabha that India's crude
oil supply remains secure
despite the conflict in West
Asia, even as the disruption

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing a private event at Bharat

Mandapam in New Delhi on Thursday

PTI

of shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz was
"unprecedented".

"There is no shortage of
petrol, diesel, kerosene, ATF
or fuel oil. Retail outlets
across the country are
stocked and supply chains
for these products are func-
tioning normally. Additional

allocation of PDS kerosene
has been issued to all the
States," he said, adding that
panic over LPG was driven
by "consumer anxiety".
While describing the dis-
ruption in the Strait of
Hormuz as unprecedented,
Puri said India's share of
non-Hormuz crude imports

PM MODI TALKS TO
IRANIAN PRESIDENT

New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi on Thursday
evening had a
conversation with
Iranian President Dr
Masoud Pezeshkian. PM
Modi expressed his
concern over the
escalating tensions, loss
of lives and damage to
civilian infrastructure.
"The safety and
security of Indian
nationals, along with
the need for unhindered
transit of goods and
energy, remain India's
top priorities. |
reiterated India's
commitment to peace
and stability and urged
for dialogue and
diplomacy," PM Modi
posted on social media.

has increased to about 70
per cent. He, however, con-
ceded that the world had
"not faced a moment like
this in energy history."

CONTINUED ON >> P4

KEROSENE,
COAL BROUGHT
BACK AMIDST
LPG SHORTAGE

RAJESH KUMAR
M New Delhi

Amid the LPG shortage across
India, the Government has
temporarily reintroduced
kerosene for households and
coal for hotels and restau-
rants due to disruptions in
energy supply from Gulf
countries. An additional
48,000 kilolitres of kerosene
have been allocated to States
on top of the regular quarter-
ly quota of one lakh kI for
cooking fuel.

Environmental authorities
have also approved the tem-
porary use of biomass, RDF
pellets, kerosene, and coal as
alternate fuel in the hospital-
ity and restaurant sector for
one month.

This is the first increase in
kerosene allocation in overa
decade, temporarily revers-
ing the Government’s long-
term plan to phase out the
subsidised fuel.

Delhi was declared India’s
first kerosene-free city in
2014, replacing household
kerosene with LPG to reduce
pollution and fire risks.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

Hormuz must remain
closed, says Khamenei

Mojtaba Khamenei attending the Jerusalem Day rally PTI

ASHOKE RAJ B New Delhi

Iran’s new Supreme Leader
Mojtaba Khamenei, in his
first statement since assum-
ing office, said the Strait of
Hormuz must remain
closed as leverage against
the United States and
warned that attacks on
Middle East neighbours
would continue as the con-
flict escalates.

The message, read out on
Iranian State television on
Thursday, came amid
ongoing US-Israeli strikes on
Tehran and growing ten-
sions across the region.

Khamenei also warned that
American military bases
operating in the region
could face attacks if they
remain active.

“I recommend that they
close those bases as soon
as possible, because they
must have realised by now
that the claim of establish-
ing security and peace by
America was nothing more
than a lie,” he said.
Khamenei said Iran would
seek compensation from
its adversaries for the
damage caused during
the war.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

Iran allows Indian oil tankers through Strait of Hormuz

After no-trust defeat, Birla

reassarts Speaker’srole

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla greeting the House before conducting

proceedings on Thursday

PTI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Om Birla on Thursday
resumed his duties as
Speaker of the Lok Sabha
and asserted that his actions
as presiding officer were
impartial, a day after an
Opposition-backed no-con-
fidence motion against him
was defeated in Parliament.

Addressing the House, Birla
said members may personal-
ly agree or disagree with
decisions taken by the Chair,
but it remained his duty to
enforce the rules, procedures
and traditions governing the
functioning of the Lok Sabha.

He emphasised that the
House operates strictly
according to established rules
and that no member has the
privilege to speak whenever
he or she wishes. If any
member behaves contrary to
the decorum of the House, he
said, the Chair would be com-

pelled to take strict action to
preserve its dignity.

He added that whetheritis
the Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition (LoP), or
any other member, all can
speak only by following pro-
cedures laid down in the rules
of the House.

“Waving placards, shout-
ing slogans, tearing papers
or climbing on desks are
contrary to our great parlia-
mentary traditions. Such
behaviour not only disrupts
proceedings but also dimin-
ishes the prestige of the
House,” he said. Referring to
objections raised by some
members, Birla addressed
criticism that the LoP Rahul
Gandhi was not allowed to
table a magazine article
based on the unpublished
memoir of former Army
chief Manoj Mukund
Naravane on the 2020 India-
China conflict.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

ASHOKE RAJ
Il New Delhi

Iran on Thursday permitted
Indian oil tankers to pass
through the Strait of Hormuz
following discussions
between External Affairs
Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar
and Iran’s Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi. The talks
focused on safeguarding
India’s energy supply as ten-
sions escalate across
West Asia.

Addressing the issue,
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal confirmed that senior-

A Liberia-flagged tanker carrying crude oil that arrived clearing the Strait of
Hormuz at the Mumbai Port in Mumbai on Thursday PTI

level contacts between the
two countries had taken
place in recent days.

“EAM and FM of Iran have
had three conversations in
the last few days. The last one
discussed issues pertaining to
safety of shipping and India’s
energy security. Beyond that,
itwould be premature for me
to say anything,” Jaiswal said
during a weekly media brief-
ing. The objective of the diplo-
matic outreach was to keep
the sea route open for Indian
ships so that shipments of
crude oil and liquefied natural
gas continue without major
interruptions. India remains

heavily dependent on energy
imports, making stability in
Gulf shipping lanes crucial for
the country’s energy security.
While Iranian authorities
have reportedly allowed
Indian tankers to continue
using the route, vessels linked
to the United States, Europe,
and Israel are currently facing
restrictions in the waterway.
The EAM also held discus-
sions with Russia’s Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov and
France’s Foreign Minister
Jean-Noél Barrot on main-
taining stability in the region
and ensuring the security of
key maritime trade routes.

God saved me: Farooq
Abdullah after attack

MOHIT KANDHARI
M Jammu

Eighty-eight-year-old Farooq
Abdullah on Thursday
recounted surviving a late-
night assassination attempt
at a marriage function in
Greater Kailash, Jammu,
saying, “God saved me,” in
the presence of party col-
leagues and well-wishers
at his Bhatindi residence.
The attack was carried
out by 63-year-old Kamal
Singh Jamwal, a resident of
Purani Mandi, who alleged-
ly told police he had

“wanted to kill Farooq
Abdullah for the past 20
years.” Jamwal opened fire
at close range but was
overpowered by security
personnel.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Thursday ruled that creamy
layer status for reservation of
OBCs cannot be decided
solely based on parental
income and treating similar-
ly placed employees of
private entities and PSUs dif-
ferently from Government
employees, for deciding reser-
vation, would amount to
hostile discrimination.

A bench of justices PS
Narasimha and RMahadevan
dismissed appeals filed by the
Union of India while uphold-

ing the decisions of the high

courts of Delhi, Madras and
Kerala, which dealt with eli-
gibility of candidates claiming
OBC (Non-Creamy Layer)
benefit for civil services exam-
inations. The SC said mere
determination of the status of
a candidate as to whether
they falls within the creamy
layer or the non-creamy layer

SC: Income not sole factor in creamy layer

of the OBCs cannot be
decided solely on income. The
court said that while caste
may be an indicator of histor-
ical disadvantage, it cannot be
treated as the sole determi-
nant of backwardness.

“The exclusion of the
creamy layer among the
backward classes is not a
matter of mere policy prefer-
ence but a constitutional
imperative intended to
ensure that the benefits of
reservation reach those who
are socially and educational-
ly backward in the true sense
of the phrase,” the
bench said.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

Vendors struggle amid
gas supply uncertainty

Choksi, Nirav Modi orchestrated a billion-dollar PNB Bank fraud

J GOPIKRISHNAN
M New Delhi

The Punjab National Bank,
looted by fugitives Mehul
Choksi and Nirav Modi,
ranks third on India’s
largest defaulters list, with
%2.59 lakh crore waiting to
be recovered from large
defaulters nationwide. The
bank has filed 7,374 civil
cases across the country to
recover the amount.

According to TransUnion
CIBIL data up to January
2026, Choksi and Nirav
Modi’s companies — Gitanjali
Gems and Nakshatra Brands
— have unpaid loans totaling
327,544 crore.

After Choksi and Nirav
Modi fled India, the

Government removed PNB’s
MD Usha
Ananthasubramanian.
Multiple banks in a consor-
tium provided huge loans
to the duo. Top bankers
indicate that such large
loan disbursals require
political backing and coor-
dination among consortium

PART-5

banks. The consortium
included Allahabad Bank,
Andhra Bank, Axis Bank,
Bank of Baroda, Bank of
India, Canara Bank, CBI,

Corporation Bank, Dena
Bank, ICICI, IDBI, IFCI Ltd,
Indian Overseas Bank,
Syndicate Bank, SBI, UCO
Bank, Union Bank, Vijaya
Bank, Exim Bank of India,
Indusind Bank, and
Karnataka Bank Ltd.

Other notable defaults
include former Congress
MP L Rajagopal’s Lanco
Group (39,422 crore from
PNB), ABG Shipyard (37,609
crore), Singapore-based
Aban Offshore (32,536
crore), and Aban Holdings
Pte Ltd (36,573 crore).
Rajagopal gained notoriety
for using pepper spray in
the Lok Sabha, objecting
on the division of Andhra
Pradesh.

CONTINUED ON >> P4

ABHINAV KUMAR JHA
M New Delhi

Concerns over rising LPG
prices and uncertainty about
availability are surfacing
across several parts of Delhi,
with residents and small
vendors growing anxious
about cooking gas.

While authorities main-
tain there is no shortage of
supply, many people say
panic bookings and delayed
deliveries have created con-
fusion on the ground, leading
to long waits at distribution
centres and growing frustra-
tion among consumers.

The situation was visible on

Thursday morning outside a
gas agency in East Delhi's
Geeta Colony, where a long
queue of people carrying
empty LPG cylinders stretched
along the roadside. Some
customers leaned against
their cylinders while others
stood quietly in line, staring at
the closed office window of
the distribution centre.
CONTINUED ON >> P4
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CM Rekha urges girls to attain
graduation-level education

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Thursday said that
all the girls in Delhi should
attain at least a graduation-
level education. Speaking at
the convocation of Indira
Gandhi Delhi Technical
University for Women, she
said her government is
working tirelessly to provide
opportunities for women.
Addressing the students,
the Chief Minister said thata
convocation is not merely
the end of academic life but
the beginning of a new
journey. She encouraged the
students to move forward
with curiosity, innovation
and a strong sense of respon-
sibility and to use their
knowledge and technical
skills for the greater good of
society and the nation.

She noted that the 1,181
graduating students were
not merely receiving degrees
but were stepping out as
future leaders who would
shape the direction of society
and the nation through their
knowledge, skills and leader-
ship. The chief minister said
IGDTUW has emerged as a
leading institution for techni-

cal education for women in
the country. The university
plays a vital role in empow-
ering women in fields such as
engineering, science and
technology, architecture and
management.

Highlighting the Lakhpati
Bitiya Yojana introduced by
her government, the chief
minister said that under the

scheme, each eligible girl
will receive Rs 1.25 lakh after
graduation. “I wish no girl in
Delhi would remain without
graduation. Girls should not
only go to schools but also
attend colleges and study
their favourite courses and
subjects,” the chief minister
said. She said India is now
heading towards women-led
development.

The chief minister urged
the students of Indira Gandhi
Delhi Technical University
for Women to not only fulfil
their dreams and have a
career but also to contribute
towards the growth of society
and the country.

Delhi Cabinet Minister
Ashish Sood, IGDTUW Vice
Chancellor Prof. Ranjana |ha,
faculty members, parents
and a large number of stu-
dents were present on the
occasion.

Assembly constitutes committee to select
recipient of Annual Best Legislator Award

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi Legislative
Assembly has constituted a
high-level committee to
select the recipient of the
Annual Best Legislator
Award, an initiative aimed at
encouraging better legisla-
tive performance and
strengthening democratic
values in the House. The
committee was formed by
Delhi Assembly Speaker
Vijender Gupta. Officials said
the award will recognise
Members of the Legislative
Assembly who demonstrate
outstanding commitment to
public service and active
participation in parliamen-
tary proceedings.
According to a press
release issued by the Delhi
Legislative  Assembly
Secretariat, the initiative is
part of a broader effort to
improve the functioning of

the legislature and promote
higher standards of debate
and accountability. The
award is also expected to
encourage MLAs to partici-
pate more actively in discus-
sions and raise public issues
effectively.

The newly constituted
selection committee will
oversee the evaluation
process and recommend the
award recipient. The com-
mittee is chaired by Speaker
Vijender Gupta and includes
several prominent members

from legislative and public
life. Members of the panel
include former Lok Sabha MP
Rajendra Aggarwal, former
Lok Sabha Secretary General
P. D. T. Acharya, Principal
Secretary of Law, Justice and
Legislative Affairs Reetesh
Singh, a senior journalist,
and Delhi Assembly
Secretary Ranjeet Singh.
Officials said the diverse
composition of the panel is
intended to ensure trans-
parency and fairness in the
selection process. The com-

mittee has also established
a detailed framework for
evaluating the performance
of legislators. MLAs will be
assessed on several criteria,
including their attendance in
the House, the quality and
relevance of their participa-
tion in debates, and the
public issues they raise
during proceedings.

Another important factor
in the evaluation will be
adherence to parliamentary
decorum and discipline
while participating in discus-
sions. Officials said the aim
is to recognise those legisla-
tors who contribute con-
structively and help strength-
en democratic debate.

Speaker Vijender Gupta
said the award is meant to
highlight the importance of
responsible legislative
conduct. “The Best Legislator
Award is not merely a trophy.
It represents the sanctity of
the House,” he said.

Fire breaks out at fish market in Uttam Nagar, 80 shanties gutted

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

A major fire broke out in a
cluster of jhuggis at Mansa
Ram Park near the fish
market in Matiala in south-
west Delhi’s Uttam Nagar
late Wednesday night,
gutting around 80 shanties
and triggering a large-scale
rescue operation. However,
according to the police, no
casualties were reported in
the incident.

According to officials, the
blaze erupted in the densely
populated slum cluster and
spread rapidly through the
closely packed huts made of
bamboo, plastic sheets, and
tarpaulin. A PCR call reporting
the fire was received at the
Delhi Police station at

Bindapur ataround 11.57 pm
on Wednesday. Immediately
after receiving the alert, a
police team rushed to the
spot and began evacuating
residents from the shanties to
safer locations. “All inhabi-
tants of the shanties were
safely evacuated, and the
fire brigade was called to the
spot,” Deputy Commissioners
of Police (Dwarka) Kushal Pal
Singh said.

Officials said police per-
sonnel went door to doorin
the settlement to alert fam-
ilies as the flames spread
quickly across the cluster.

The Delhi Fire Service also
received information about
the blaze at around 11.54
pm. Fire tenders were rushed
to the site, and firefighting
operations began shortly

Fire personnel at the site of a blaze near a fish market in Matiala village,

Uttam Nagar, New Delh

PTI

after. Fire officials said the
flames spread across a large
section of the cluster within
minutes because of the
highly flammable materials
used in the makeshift
houses.

Initially, more than 20
fire tenders were deployed
to contain the blaze. As the
fire intensified, additional
engines were pressed into

service, taking the total
number of fire tenders
involved in the operation to
around 28.

Firefighters battled the
flames for several hours
before bringing the situa-
tion under control at around
3 am on Thursday. Officials
said cooling operations con-
tinued for several hours
afterward to prevent any

fresh flare-ups in the area.
Authorities confirmed that
around 80 shanties were
completely destroyed in the
blaze. However, hundreds
of residents managed to
escape in time due to the
swift evacuation carried out
by police and firefighters.
During the firefighting and
rescue operation, police per-
sonnel also prevented a
potential explosion that
could have worsened the
situation. Head Constable
Ramratan Saran, who was
part of a PCR unit present at
the site, noticed a locked car
parked very close to the fire.
The officer realised that
the vehicle was fitted with a
CNG kit and that the intense
heat from the flames could
trigger an explosion. Acting
quickly, he smashed the car
window with a stone and
ensured the vehicle was
moved away from the
burning structures.

Govt to organise grand event on
April 8 to mark World Banjara Day

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Delhi Government will
organise a grand event on
April 8 to mark World Banjara
Day. The Art, Culture, and
Language Minister Kapil
Mishra said on Thursday that
the Government will high-
light the history, culture, and
contributions of the Banjara
community.

The announcement came
during a meeting between
the minister and a delegation
of the Banjara Vimukt
Ghumantu Kalyan Sangh at
the Delhi Secretariat.

The meeting focused on
preparations for the upcom-
ing programme and ways to
showcase the rich cultural
traditions of the Banjara
community.

According to officials, the

event will highlight the histor-
ical role of the Banjara com-
munity in trade and social life
across the country. Mishra
said the programme will
introduce the younger gener-
ation to the community’s
legacy and cultural heritage.

“The Banjara community
has played a significant role
in the history and trading tra-
ditions of India. At a time

when modern transport
systems were not developed,
Banjaras supplied essential
goods to different parts of the
country and strengthened
trade networks,” the minister
said. He added that the com-
munity’s folk traditions, cul-
tural practices, and contribu-
tions to nation-building
remain an important part of
India’s heritage.



Che ]

ioneer

NEW DELHI | FRIDAY | MARCH 13, 2026

CITY [iEF

Several eateries halt operations due to LPG shortage

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Several restaurants and small
eateries across Delhi have
temporarily halted operations
over the past two days due to
a shortage of LPG (liquefied
petroleum gas), disrupting
kitchen operations.

Business owners have
expressed that this situation
is not only affecting their daily
earnings but also creating
anxiety among workers who
rely on these establishments
for their livelihoods.

From neighbourhood cafes
to roadside eateries, operators
say the disruption has slowed
or halted kitchens in several
parts of the city, forcing some
establishments to shut tem-
porarily while others are
trying to stretch the limited
gas supplies they have left.

Among eateries that report-
ed temporary closures are
Boheme Cafe Bar in Karol
Bagh and Kashmir Chur Chur
Naan in Paharganj, while
several outlets of Tadka Rani
have also stopped operations
due to a lack of LPG supply,
according to restaurant oper-
ators.

Arepresentative of Boheme
Cafe Bar said the shortage has
forced the restaurant section
of the outlet to remain closed
since yesterday, leaving only
the bar operational. “This is
notjust affecting the business;
itequally affects the workers.
Some of our staff are from
Delhi and live with their fam-
ilies here, but many of them
have come from other states
and depend entirely on this
job,” he said.

He further added that when
the restaurant shuts, it is not
only about losing business
for a day or two. These
workers depend on the daily
functioning of the kitchen for
their livelihood. “Right now,
only our bar is open, and the
restaurant has been shut since
yesterday because we cannot
run the kitchen without gas,”
he added.

Restaurant operators say
the disruption has been espe-
cially challenging for estab-
lishments that function around
the clock and rely on continu-
ous kitchen operations. Ravi
Singh, a representative of
Tadka Rani, mentioned that the
restaurant chain has already
incurred significant losses, with

LPG supplies not reaching their
kitchens for nearly two days.
“Our outlets operate 24 hours
a day, so the moment the
kitchen stops running, the
losses begin immediately,” he
said. Singh shared that the
chain had already faced 48
hours of losses, and suppliers
are not answering calls. “Each
kitchen is losing around Rs 2
lakh, though about Rs 1 lakh
worth of supplies are already
there. Around 17 to 18 people
work in each kitchen, and
there is a lot of mental stress
among staff because everyone

is worried about how long this
situation will continue,” he
added.

Many smaller eateries
across the city are facing
similar difficulties, as their
businesses rely heavily on
daily operations. An owner
from Shahdara, who wished
to remain unnamed, stated
that he had to close his small
outlet for a few days after
running out of LPG stock.

“We run a small restaurant
with limited staff, and our
entire business depends on
the kitchen functioning every

single day,” he said. He noted
that while they had already
stocked ingredients and paid
staff salaries for the month,
once the gas cylinders ran out,
there was no way to continue
cooking food.

“After waiting for deliveries
that did not arrive, we had no
option but to close the restau-
rant for a few days. We run
tandoors and also have a fast
food section that gives
maximum profits; this
requires the iron base to keep
burning, but now we are not
able to run it,” he added.

New Delhi: The Delhi
Government on Thursday
assured residents that there
is no shortage of LPG, petrol,
diesel, or piped natural gas
(PNG) in the national capital
and urged citizens not to
indulge in panic buying or
hoarding. Officials said
adequate stocks of all major
fuels are available, and the
supply chain across the city
continues to function
normally.

The Government also
warned that strict action will
be taken against black
marketing or illegal
diversion of domestic LPG
cylinders. According to the
government, concerns about
possible supply disruptions
have led to panic bookings
and confusion among
consumers in some areas.

Authorities, however, said
the situation remains stable,
and there is no reason for
residents to worry.

Officials from
Indraprastha Gas Limited
informed the government
that the supply of domestic
PNG in the capital is stable.

Natural gas allocation
continues to prioritise
domestic consumers as well
as the transport sector that
depends on CNG.

Representatives of major
oil companies also confirmed
that the supply of petrol,
diesel, and domestic LPG
cylinders in Delhi remains
adequate. The companies
said the fuel distribution
system is operating
smoothly and there has been
no disruption in the supply
chain. To manage demand
and ensure orderly
distribution of cylinders, the
government has revised the
minimum interval for LPG
refill bookings.

Officials said the booking
interval has been increased
from 21 days to 25 days.
Despite this change,
consumers are still receiving
their LPG cylinders within an
average of two to three days
after placing a booking.
Authorities explained that
the revision is intended to
streamline distribution and
discourage unnecessary
bookings during periods of

high demand.

For example, if a
consumer received a
cylinder on February 1, the
next booking can be made
on or after February 26
under the revised system.
The government has also
encouraged consumers to
use digital platforms to book
LPG cylinders instead of
visiting distribution centres
physically. Consumers can
place bookings through
several channels, including
company websites, SMS
services, IVRS calls, missed-
call facilities, and WhatsApp.

Officials said these digital
options are designed to
make the booking process
faster and more convenient
for residents. The
Department of Food,
Supplies, and Consumer
Affairs has also deployed
field officers to monitor the
situation and assist
consumers if any difficulties
arise. Enforcement teams
have been instructed to
conduct inspections to
prevent hoarding and black-
marketing of LPG cylinders.

LPG crisis: Wedding
planners warn catering
costs may rise 10-20%

IONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Delhi-NCR’s renowned
wedding feasts, charac-
terised by giant cauldrons
of biryani and endless live
cooking stations, depend
heavily on a consistent
supply of LPG cylinders.
However, supply disrup-
tions have raised concerns
among wedding planners
and caterers.

Planners and caterers
warn that ongoing supply
disruptions and rising
prices of commercial LPG
cylinders might lead to an
increase in wedding cater-
ing costs by approximate-
ly 10 to 20 per cent if the sit-
uation persists.

This warning comes as
restaurants and commer-
cial kitchens in various
parts of the city report
irregular LPG supplies,

prompting vendors who
organise large wedding
events to monitor the situ-
ation closely ahead of
upcoming ceremonies.

Mohsin Khan, a planner
with  Vivah Luxury
Weddings, stated that large
wedding events heavily
rely on commercial LPG
cylinders, and the current
supply situation is already
causing anxiety among
vendors.

“Caterers for weddings
and large events need sub-
stantial commercial cylin-
ders for bulk cooking and
live stations. Many vendors
report that their stock lasts
only two to four days, so
we are already witnessing
discussions about simpler
menus, fewer live cooking
options, and price hikes of
around 10 to 15 per cent
being passed on to clients,”
he explained.

Govt prepares plan to

ensure water supply during

peak summer demand

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

With temperatures soaring,
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Thursday reviewed
the preparations to ensure
the capital does not face a
water shortage.

She said water demand in
the city rises significantly
during the summer months,
while overall production
remains almost the same.
Keeping this in mind, the
Government has prepared
the ‘Summer Action Plan-
2026’ to ensure adequate
water supply across Delhi,
provide quick relief to areas
facing shortages, and
address public complaints
promptly.

Officials informed the
meeting that Delhi, with a
population of around 2.5
crore, requires about 1,250
million gallons of water per
day (MGD) as per standard
norms. At present, the city
receives roughly 1,000 MGD,
and the summer action plan

has been designed to
manage this gap more effec-
tively during peak demand.

Following the meeting,
the Chief Minister said under
the plan, maximum water
production will be ensured
from all water treatment
plants in the city. She added
that preventive measures
such as cleaning under-
ground and surface reser-
voirs, repairing pumping
stations, maintaining equip-
ment, and monitoring and
repairing pipeline leakages
have already been carried
out to avoid any disruption
in water supply during the
summer.

To provide relief to areas
facing water shortages, the
government has further
strengthened the water
tanker system. The Delhi Jal
Board has deployed 168
departmental tankers and
819 hired tankers, and
around 200 additional
tankers may be hired during
peak summer demand if
required.
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Tourists arriving at the North Portal of the Atal Tunnel amid snowfall, in
Lahaul and Spiti district of Himachal Pradesh PTI

Cong MP slams Govt
over MGNREGA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

congress MP Imran
Pratapgarhi on Thursday said
villages across the country
were facing distress and
accused the Union govern-
ment of putting labourers in
a “bad situation” by ending
the rural employment guar-
antee scheme MGNREGA.
Participating in a discus-
sion on the working of the
Ministry of Rural
Development in Rajya Sabha,
Pratapgarhi said villages once
symbolised harmony but the
situation has deteriorated.
“Villages were about love
earlier. Today, the environ-
ment of villages has been viti-
ated and people cannot even
sit together...” he said.
“Workers are in a bad sit-
uation. Instead of promoting
MGNREGA, you are ending it
by putting the burden on
states... You think you can
hide behind a name change,”
he said. The Viksit Bharat-
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission Act (VB-G
RAM Q) is set to replace the
two decade old UPA-era rural
employment scheme - the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee

Imran Pratapgarhi

Act (MGNREGA).

Pratapgarhi said road con-
ditions in villages were so
poor that “if a pregnant
woman has to be taken to a
hospital, perhaps she may
not even reach the hospital”.

He also alleged that houses
built under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)
were being demolished by
state authorities in some
places and questioned the
government’s vision for vil-
lages. “We dreamt of ending
migration, but villages are
even deprived of basic facil-
ities, so people are running to
cities,” he said.

LoP Rahul raising baseless
issues in LS: Piyush Goval

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B NEW DELHI

Union minister Piyush
Goyal on Thursday termed
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi’s remarks on report-
ed LPG shortage “pretence”,
and accused him of pursuing
“foreign agenda” by raising
“baseless” issues in Lok
Sabha to lower the stature of
the country.

Goyal also slammed
Gandhi and Congress
members for holding a
protest at the Makar Dwar of
Parliament in violation of
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla’s
ruling, and demanded that
action be taken against them.

Asserting that the founda-
tion of every single nation is
its energy security, Gandhi on
Thursday alleged that the

government has “bartered”
to the US India’s right to
determine its relations with
different oil suppliers due to
a“compromise”. Raising the
issue in the Lok Sabha,
Gandhi also said the war
between the US-Israel and
Iran is going to have far-
reaching consequences. “An
important debate on the

allow the Leader of the
Opposition to speak. But he
showed no concern for the
consumers or the serious-
ness of the issue. “I believe
this is merely a pretence
that Rahul Gandbhi is trying to
display - that he is worried
about the consumers or
about LPG cylinders. He only
wants to bring baseless
issues into the House and
raise matters to lower the
stature of the country. His
agenda is not in the nation-
al interest,” Goyal alleged.
“I demand action against
Rahul Gandhi, his party
members and against all
those sitting at the Makar
Dwar and breaking the rules
of Parliament. The speaker
has clearly ordered that no

demonstrations are allowed
there. Yet, they are not only

Union Budget was under-
way, butitwas interrupted to

staging a demonstration -
they are having a party,
eating toast, biscuits and
drinking tea.

“They have turned what
we consider the sanctum
sanctorum, the temple of
democracy, into a place for
such behaviour,” the minis-
ter told reporters inside the
Parliament House complex.

Goyal also accused Gandhi
of once again violating par-
liamentary rules and deviat-
ing from the subject under
discussion. “Once again, we
have found the Leader of the
Opposition violating all the
rules and procedures of
Parliament. The speaker, with
complete impartiality,
repeatedly stated that every-
one would be given an
opportunity and time to
speak on pressing issues.

94 Crore people get social
security cover: Mandaviya

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

As many as 31 crore unorgan-
ised workers have enrolled
in different sectors and have
been brought under various
social security schemes, the
government informed the
Rajya Sabha on Thursday.

Replying to supplemen-
tary queries during Question
Hour, Minister of Labour and
Employment Mansukh
Mandaviya said the
International Labour
Organisation has said that
social security coverin India
is 64 per cent.

“31 crore unorganised
sector workers have got self
enrolment in different
sectors. They are also being
added to various social secu-
rity schemes,” the minister
said. “Last year, ILO after

analysing Indian government
data said that social security

coverage has increased to 64
per cent in the last decade.
This means the Modi govern-
ment has been successful in
providing social security
cover to 94 crore people.
This is the commitment of
Modi government towards
providing social security,”
Mandaviya said during
Question Hour.

He said in contrast to this,
the ILO in 2019 had said that
social security was 19 per
cent of the population.

In response to another
question, the minister said
India is the only country
which has recognised gig
workers after defining them.

BJP MPs meet L-G, assure to work together for a Viksit Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

BJP MPs from Delhi on
Thursday called on the
newly appointed Lieutenant
Governor Taranjit Singh
Sandhu at Lok Niwas, and
discussed issues related to
the development of the
national Capital.

Sandhu was sworn in as
the 23rd L-G of Delhiin a cer-
emony on Wednesday. MPs

Manoj Tiwari, Ramvir
Bidhuri, Kamaljeet
Sehrawat, Yogender
Chandolia, Praveen

Khandelwal and Bansuri
Swaraj met Sandhu. The
former diplomat said in a

Lt Governor Taranijit Singh Sandhu during a meeting with Lok Sabha MPs
Manoj Tiwari, Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, Kamaljeet Sehrawat, Yogender
Chandolia, Praveen Khandelwal, Bansuri Swaraj and others in New Delhi

poston X thathe had acon- al capital. South Delhi MP
structive discussion with Bidhurisaid the parliamen-
the MPs regarding the tariansfrom Delhicongrat-
development of the nation- ulated the new L-G and

expressed confidence that

his “administrative
experience will be a great
help in making it a

world-class city”.

During the meeting, the
BJP MPs also shared Delhi’s
issues with him, Bidhuri
said. The South Delhi MP
said he stressed that Delhi’s
Master Plan should be noti-
fied soon, and the Land
Pooling Policy and GDA
Policy also need to be
implemented soon.

MP Tiwari also asserted
that Sandhu’s experience
will help in realising the
dream of a ‘Viksit Bharat’
and a strong Delhi, and
assured that all the public

representatives will work
together to achieve the
goal. Chandni Chowk MP
Praveen Khandelwal said
that the parliamentarians
assured the L-G that all the
public representatives will
work together to realise
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s dream of a ‘Viksit
Bharat’ as well as develop-
ing Delhi into a modern
managed city.

Under the rich diplomatic
and administrative experi-
ence and guidance, Delhi
will certainly establish new
dimensions in good gover-
nance, public welfare, and
development, New Delhi MP
Bansuri said in a post on X.

AAP-Cong collusion hurts
Punjab Assembly: BJP

Yogi reviews preparations ahead of
President Murmu’s Ayodhya visit

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
H Ayodhya

uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Thursday reviewed the
preparations for the pro-
posed visit of President
Droupadi Murmu to
Ayodhya on March 19 and
the upcoming Ram Navami
celebrations. During his

inspection of arrange-
ments at the Ram

ident’s visit are completed
on time.

the review

Janmabhoomi temple,
Adityanath met with offi-
cials from the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, public repre-
sentatives, and police and
administrative officers.
He issued necessary
directives to ensure that all
preparations for the pres-

During
meeting, officials briefed
the chief minister regard-
ing preparations for the
President’s visit, including
arrangements for recep-
tion at the airport, cultur-
al programs along the
travel route and facilities
for guests.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Chandigarh

Punjab BJP president Sunil
Jakhar on Thursday said the
ruling AAP and opposition
Congress were working in
tandem in the assembly to
divert attention from key
public issues.

Talking to reporters here,
he said the two parties
have a tacit understand-
ing under which the oppo-

sition avoided raising
people’sissues and instead
staged walkouts while the
government continued to
pass resolutions contrary to
public welfare.

Jakhar said a special
assembly session was con-
vened in July 2025 to bring
alaw on sacrilege, but even
after seven months, the
government has not
approved a draft of the pro-
posed legislation.

Rajasthan CM
pushes for
scheme benefits
delivery

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W Jaipur

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma on
Thursday chaired a meeting
to review the implementa-
tion of Centre-funded
schemes. He directed offi-
cials to ensure continuous
monitoring of these
programmes to ensure that
financial progress
remains on track and benefits
reach intended recipients
without delay.

The chief minister said
funds allocated under these
schemes should be fully
utilised within the stipulated
timeframe. He noted that such
discipline is essential to ensure
the uninterrupted release of
central assistance to the State.

0000000000000 A PG, = 00000000

LPG panic hurts country,
fuel supplies secure...

Responding to Opposition concerns over an
alleged LPG shortage, the minister reiterated
there was "no shortage" and that supply chains
for petroleum products were functioning nor-
mally. Puri said imports earlier sourced largely
from Gulf nations-including Qatar, United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait-were now
being diversified to suppliers such as the
United States, Norway, Canada, Algeria and
Russia. LPG production has been increased by
28 per cent in the past five days through refin-
ery directives, he added.

He said diplomatic outreach by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had helped secure
crude volumes exceeding what the disrupted
route could have delivered. India now sources
crude from 40 countries, compared with 27 in
2006-07, while refineries are operating at high
capacity utilisation, in some cases exceeding
100 per cent, he added.

The minister said the government's priority
was ensuring uninterrupted supply to India's
33-crore households, particularly poorer fam-
ilies. The average LPG delivery time remains 2.5
days, while hospitals and educational institu-
tions have been placed on priority supply.

To curb hoarding, Delivery Authentication
Code coverage will be expanded from 50 per
cent to 90 per cent of consumers. A minimum
booking gap of 25 days in urban areas and 45
days in rural and remote regions has also been
introduced.

Commercial LPG has been temporarily reg-
ulated to prevent black-marketing, Puri said,
adding that leaving the deregulated market
unrestricted during supply constraints could
enable hoarding and diversion.

In a separate briefing, Sujata Sharma, Joint
Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, said a committee of executive
directors from Indian Oil Corporation,
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited and
Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited had
approved the release of a limited quantity of
commercial cylinders. India has about 25,000
LPG distributors and delivers around 50 lakh
cylinders daily. She added that an additional
40,000 kilo-litres of kerosene had been allocat-
ed to States and that there had been no dry-out
at any of the country's one lakh petrol pumps.

Kerosene, coal brought
back amidst LPG...

Addressing a press briefing, Sujata Sharma,
Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, said alternate fuel options and

higher allocations of energy sources are being
activated to ease pressure on LPG. Coal India
Limited and Singareni have been directed to
supply higher quantities of coal to States for small
and medium consumers. Domestic LPG produc-
tion has been raised by 28%, and a limited com-
mercial LPG supply has been allowed to meet
one-fifth of demand.

Sharma emphasised that household kitchens,
hospitals, and educational institutions are being
prioritised, while commercial users face tempo-
rary restrictions. Despite panic booking, she said
no petrol pump or LPG dealer has run dry, with
around 25,000 distributors delivering 50 lakh
cylinders daily.

“Twenty percent of average monthly commer-
cial LPG will be allocated by OMCs in coordina-
tion with State Governments to prevent hoard-
ing or black marketing,” Sharma added, noting
discussions with Delhi authorities for commer-
cial cylinder delivery.

Hormuz must remain
closed, says Khamenei

“We will seek compensation from the enemy,
and if they refuse, we will take as much of their
property as we determine, and if that is not pos-
sible, we will destroy the same amount of his
property,” he added.

The new leader also vowed that Iran would
not retreat and would continue resisting with
“full force,” promising revenge for those killed
in the conflict, including his father and former
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei.

Speaking about his father, Mojtaba Khamenei
said he had seen his body after the attack and
described him as a “mountain of steadfastness”.
He added that Iran would continue following the
path set by the late leader. He also thanked Iran-
aligned armed groups across the region, often
referred to by Tehran as the “Resistance Front,”
including Lebanon’s Hezbollah, Yemen’s Houthi
movement and allied militias in Iraq.

Meanwhile, Iran’s President Masoud
Pezeshkian outlined three conditions for ending
the war with the United States and Israel. In a
post on the social media platform X, he said any
resolution must recognise Iran’s legitimate
rights, ensure payment of reparations and
provide guarantees against future attacks.

After no-trust defeat,
Birla reasserts Speaker’s...

The Speaker said past rulings by previous pre-
siding officers had also prevented members from
tabling documents that did not meet the rules
of the House. Some members, he noted, believe
that the LoP can rise at any time and speak on

any subject of their choosing, considering it a
special privilege. He also cited earlier instances
when the Chair did not permit members to lay
photographs, Government documents or quote
letters in the House.

Birla said he had always maintained cordial
personal relations with members across party
lines and never wished for disciplinary action to
be taken against any member.

Vendors struggle amid
gas supply uncertainty

Many had arrived early hoping to get a refill, but
as hours passed with little movement, expecta-
tion slowly gave way to impatience and worry.

At an Indian Oil Corporation Indane LPG dis-
tribution centre in Pandav Nagar near
Akshardham Metro Station, a similar scene
played out. Customers stood in long lines with
booking slips in hand. Some discussed the
latest price hike while others complained about
delayed deliveries. Many said they had come per-
sonally to the agency because they were unsure
when their booked cylinder would arrive.

Small roadside food vendors say the situation
is particularly worrying because their livelihoods
depend entirely on LPG cylinders. Manoj Kumar,
a chowmein seller in Laxmi Nagar, stirred
noodles over a burning stove as customers
waited nearby. The 32-year-old migrant from
Bihar said LPG costs directly affect his daily earn-
ings. "Everything in my business depends on gas,"
Manoj said. "If the cylinder price goes up or if
supply gets delayed, we cannot cook food.
Electricity cannot replace the gas stove." He said
he usually keeps only one spare cylinder because
buying more is expensive. If the refill does not
arrive on time, he has no option but to close the
cart for the day. "For us, it is daily income. One
day without cooking means one day without
earning,” he added.

A few kilometres away near D Park in Pandav
Nagar, the popular Mishra Tea Stall was busy with
workers and local residents. Owner Rakesh
Mishra said rising LPG prices are slowly affect-
ing small food stalls. Mishra has run the tea stall
for more than a decade, with his small stove
operating constantly as he prepares tea and
snacks. "Gas cylinder prices are increasing again
and again," he said while pouring tea into
small glasses. "Milk, sugar and everything else are
already costly. If this continues, we may have to
increase the price of tea."

In Mayur Vihar Phase 1, Sitaram from
Gorakhpur runs a momo stall in a busy market
lane. Steam rises from a metal steamer placed
over an LPG burner. He said he finishes one
domestic cylinder every few days and has
already begun paying higher rates for refills.

"Gas is the biggest cost for us," he said. "If the
price keeps rising, it becomes very difficult to save
anything from the business." Vendors cannot
store multiple cylinders like restaurants, he
added. "If supply gets delayed even for two or
three days, we may have to stop working."

The anxiety is visible among ordinary residents
as well. On the way to the Pandav Nagar distri-
bution centre, a local pan shop owner shrugged
when asked about the agency. "There is no use
going there today," he said. "No one is giving gas."
Outside the centre, customers stood beside their
cylinders looking tired and disappointed, some
saying they had waited for hours without clear
information about distribution.

Choksi, Nirav Modi
orchestrated a billion...

Mumbai-based jeweler Gili India received 37,234
crore, PC Jewellers 31,896 crore (also facing a
6,773 crore case with Union Bank), and Winsome
Diamonds 5,262 crore. Bankers connivance is
clearly visible in splitting these huge laons into
small amounts.

Additional large defaulters include Zoom
Developers (72,303 crore), Shakti Bhog Foods
(2,358 crore), Congress leader Kamal Nath’s
family-owned Moser Baer Group (32,050 crore),
Surana Group (35,762 crore), S KUMARS (31,458
crore), Siddhi Vinayak Logistics (32,480 crore),
Simbhaoli Sugars (Z906 crore), Gupta Power
Infrastructure (890 crore), Frost International
(k4,736 crore), and Forever Precious Jewellery and
Diamonds (34,361 crore).

Fugitive C Shivankaran’s Dishnet Wireless
received 1,869 crore, Vandana Vidyut 34,748
crore, VISA Resources India 31,360 crore, Divine
Alloys and Power 1,374 crore, Pioneer Gas
Power 1,342 crore, Krishna Knitwear 31,371
crore, Abhinav Steel and Power 1,098 crore,
Satluj Spintex 1,205 crore, Kamachi Industries
%904 crore, Shri Lakshmi Cotsyn 1,272 crore,
Shrenuj and Co %1,690 crore, Jas Infrastructure
and Power 32,726 crore, Actiff Corporation
%1,035 crore, Sunil Hitech Engineers 32,042
crore, Costal Project 1,890 crore, Gupta Coal
India 950 crore, Emmson International 32,038
crore, and Jubilant Offshore Drilling 600 crore.

SC: Income not sole
factor in creamy layer

The bench added, “The principle seeks to
prevent relatively advanced segments within the
backward classes from siphoning off the advan-
tages of affirmative action, so that the objective
and purpose of the constitutional scheme of affir-
mative action, of which reservation is a reflec-
tion, are adhered to.”

Several civil services examination candidates
who claimed reservation under the OBC Non-
Creamy Layer category had moved the Central
Administrative Tribunal. The tribunal had direct-
ed the Centre to reallocate the service of the
applicants on the basis of their OBC status.

The Centre had issued Office Memorandum
on September 8, 1993, specifying who shall be
creamy layer among OBCs and the clarificato-
ry letter issued in this regard on
October 14, 2004.

The SC noted that while the Office
Memorandum excluded income from salary and
agricultural income from the Income/ wealth
test for determination of creamy layer status,
the letter dated October 14, 2004 directed
inclusion of salary income of PSU and private
sector employees. “Itis evident from a compre-
hensive reading of the 1993 OM along with the
clarificatory letter dated October 14, 2004 that
income from salaries alone cannot be the sole
criterion to decide whether a candidate falls
within the creamy layer. “The status as well as
the category of post to which a candidate’s
parent or parents belong is essential. Mere deter-
mination of the status of a candidate as to
whether he/she falls within the creamy or the
non-creamy layer of the OBCs cannot be decided
solely on the basis of the income,” the
bench said.

God saved me: Farooq
Abdullah after attack

In a video circulated online, he admitted, “Today
I got a chance, but he escaped,” and cited per-
sonal motives without further explanation.

Dr Abdullah described the attack, saying he ini-
tially mistook gunshots for firecrackers. A second
shot was prevented when security intervened,
destabilising the attacker and causing his pistol
to misfire. “They quickly put me into my carand
told me, ‘Sir, it was actually a pistol.’ They said
the person had fired two shots at me,” he said.
Abdullah said he did not know the attacker and
questioned the absence of police at the event,
noting the presence of several prominent figures.

Abdullah also warned that societal hatred is
deepening, shrinking space for those advocating
communal harmony. “Yes, there is law and order
disorder. The biggest tragedy is that hatred in the
country has taken deep roots. There is very little
space left for those who talk about friendship and
love between religions,” he said, adding that no
religion teaches hatred.

Responding to claims of a possible conspir-
acy in the attack, Abdullah said such matters
should be investigated. He requested that
authorities assess whether the environment is
truly safe enough for citizens to move freely
with dignity.
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PM to inaugurate projects
worth 718,680 cr in Bengal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit West Bengal
on Saturday, during which
he will inaugurate and lay
foundation stones of multi-
ple development projects
worth around 18,680 crore
in Kolkata. An official state-
ment said that these initia-
tives “reflect the Central
Government’s continued
commitment to strength-
ening infrastructure,
enhancing connectivity and
accelerating economic
growth in West Bengal and
eastern India”.

According to the state-
ment, the prime minister
will inaugurate and lay the
foundation stone for multi-
ple development projects
worth around %18,680 crore
in Kolkata around 2 pm on
March 14.

He will inaugurate and
lay the foundation stone for
several national highway
projects with a combined
length of more than 420 km,
worth around 16,990 crore,
which would give a major
boost to road infrastructure
in the region.

The projects being inaugu-
rated include sections of

NH-19 in West Bengal and
Jharkhand and of NH-114 in
West Bengal.

These projects are
expected to enhance road
safety, reduce travel time,
ease congestion and pollu-
tion, improve regional con-
nectivity, and promote
tourism and boost econom-
ic growth in the region, the

statement said. Modi will lay
the foundation stone for
several new national
highway projects.

The project forms part of
the economic corridor
between Kharagpur and
Siliguri and will pass through
Paschim Medinipur, Birbhum,
Bankura, Purba Bardhaman,
Hooghly, and Murshidabad
districts of West Bengal.

Direct Kharagpur-
Morgram connectivity will
reduce travel distance by
around 120 km and save
nearly seven to eight hours
of travel time. The corridor
will also integrate with key
national highways, including
NH-16, NH-19, NH-14 and NH-
12, thereby strengthening
multi-corridor connectivity.

During the visit, the prime
minister will also inaugurate
and lay the foundation stone
for several shipping and port-
related projects.

Give women greater role = Nation Focus m
in agri-policy: President

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

President Droupadi Murmu
on Thursday said women
engaged in agriculture and
agri-food sectors should get
a greater role in policy for-
mation, decision-making
and leadership positions,
and called for collective
action to close gender gaps
across the value chain.
Addressing the three-
day Global Conference on
Women in Agri-Food
Systems, the President said
success case studies on
women in agriculture
should be published widely
to ensure more people

are aware of their
contributions.
Emphasising India’s

strategic choice of women-
led development, she said
women in the agriculture
sector must be given a
greaterrole in policy formu-
lation, decision-making, and
leadership positions.

“Larger participation of
women at all levels in the
sector will promote gender-
inclusive agricultural
growth,” she said.

She called for targeted
support for women farmers
on issues of land titles,
access to technical knowl-
edge, and institutional
finance.

On the role of technology,
Murmu highlighted
‘Sarlaben’ — an Al-powered
initiative inspired by the
Government’s livestock care
vision — as an example of
how artificial intelligence is
opening new possibilities
for women farmers.

Attack on Abdullah matter of great concern: Nadda in Rajya Sabha

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

The Union Government on
Thursday termed the mur-
derous attack on veteran
leader Farooq Abdullah a
matter of “great concern”
and assured the Rajya
Sabha that all necessary
steps will be taken to
ensure his security.

The Government is taking
the assassination bid with
utmost seriousness, Leader

Government bartered India’s oil rights to US: Rahul Gandhi

193 Oppn MPs
sign notice
seeking motion
to remove CEC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

of the House and Union
Minister JP Nadda said a day
after the 88-year-old National
Conference leader escaped a
bid on his life when a
gunman fired a shot at point
blank range while he was
coming out a wedding event
in Jammu.

The 63-year-old gunman,
identified as Kamal Singh
Jamwal, was quickly over-
powered and taken into
custody.

Nadda’s statement came

in response to Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge’s allega-

a conspiracy to eliminate
Abdullah — who has Z+ cat-

revocation of Jammu and
Kashmir’s statehood for the
incident.

“A murderous attack on

Abdullah is a matter of great

concern and a very serious
matter...,” Nadda said.

He said a thorough inves-
tigation is being conducted
to ascertain the motive of the
arrested assassin and to
prevent any such security
lapse in the future.

The security of the

tion that there seemed tobe egory security —and blaming National Conference party

NSG to undertake security audit
of Z-plus category dignitaries

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

president is a matter of
great importance and the
investigation will not be
limited to the arrest, the
minister added.

He assured the members
that “appropriate action will
be taken”.

Accepting the severity of the
attack on Abdullah, Nadda
strongly rebutted the
Opposition’s attempt to use
the security breach
to comment on the
political status of J&K.

As many as 130 Lok Sabha MPs
and 63 Rajya Sabha MPs have
signed a notice seeking the
removal of Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar, sources said on
Thursday. According to a
source, the notice is likely to
be submitted in at least one
of the two Houses on Friday,
though it was not clear in
which House it would be
brought first.

An Opposition leader said
that MPs showed great enthu-
siasm in signing the notice,
with several lawmakers
coming forward to sign the
notice on Thursday, even as
the requisite numbers had
already been achieved.
According to rules, at least
100 MPs need to sign a notice
seeking the removal of the
CEC in the Lok Sabha, while
the required strength in the
Rajya Sabha is 50.

The notice has been signed
by members from all the
INDIA bloc parties, the source
said, including the AAP, even
though itis no longer official-
ly part of the opposition
alliance.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

The National Security Guard
(NSG) will undertake a com-
prehensive security audit
of all its Z-plus category
high-risk VIPs following the
assassination attempt on
former Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Farooq
Abdullah, officials said on
Thursday.

The ‘Black Cats’ comman-
do force currently provides
elite protection to nine VIPs,
including Abdullah, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Andhra
Pradesh CM Chandrababu
Naidu.

Under standard operating
procedures, the force pro-
vides mobile security during
transit and deploys a spe-
cialised Close Protection
Team (CPT) of four com-
mandos when a dignitary is
inside an indoor venue,
such as a banquet hall or
convention centre.

The officials told PTI that
it is standard procedure to
review or audit security
measures whenever an
“extraordinary incident”

involves an NSG protectee.

“The security audit
process will be initiated.
While the NSG is tasked
with the immediate safety of
the protectee, it remains
the responsibility of local
police and other agencies to
sanitise the venue and
ensure no armed individuals
gain entry,” an official said.

Once the audit is finalised,
the NSG will communicate
its findings and highlight
potential lapses to the rele-
vant local police authorities.

Abdullah had a miracu-
lous escape on Wednesday
night when a gunman
opened fire at him after
coming from behind while
the National Conference
president was leaving a
wedding function in Jammu.

CCTV footage from the
wedding event showed a
police official and an NSG
commando successfully
intercepting the attacker,
while a second commando
and other security person-
nel pinned him to the
ground.

The team immediately
evacuated Abdullah from
the venue in a high-speed
convoy.

Asserting that the foundation
of every single nation is its
energy security, Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhion
Thursday alleged that the
Government has “bartered”
to the US India’s right to
determine its relationships
with different oil suppliers
due to a “compromise”.
Raising the issue in the Lok
Sabha, Gandhi said the war
between the US-Israel and
Iran is going to have far-
reaching consequences.
“The central artery from
where 20 per cent of global
oil flows, Strait of Hormuz,
has been closed and this is
going to have tremendous
repercussions, particularly

for us because a very large
portion of our oil and natural
gas comes through the Strait
of Hormuz,” Gandhi said.
“The pain has just started —
restaurants are closing, there

is widespread panic about
LPG, street vendors are affect-
ed and as I said, this is only
the beginning,” the former
Congress president said.
The foundation of every

CENTRE, RAILWAYS JOIN FORCES
TO STOP WILDLIFE-TRAIN DEATHS

The Environment Ministry and Railways have identified
110 sensitive stretches across elephant ranges and 17
additional stretches in two tiger-range States, to prevent
wildlife-train collisions, officials said on Thursday. Several
technology-based solutions are also being tested to
prevent such collisions, they said. Comprehensive joint
field surveys, conducted by teams from Project Elephant,
Wildlife Institute of India (WII), State forest departments
and Indian Railways, evaluated site-specific ecological
conditions and proposed targeted mitigation measures

tailored to each location.

PM PRAISES SHAH'S SPEECH ON
MOTION TO REMOVE SPEAKER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday praised Union
Home Minister Amit Shah for his speech delivered in the Lok
Sabha at the end of the debate on the resolution seeking
the removal of Om Birla as Speaker. Modi noted that Shah’s
address was rich in facts and outlined the importance of
Parliamentary traditions as well as the importance of
working collectively for national progress. Amit Shah hit out
at the Opposition for bringing the no-confidence motion
against Birla as Speaker and asserted that the House will be
run by its rules and not by the rules of a party.

single nation is its energy
security, Gandhi asserted.

“I do not say this lightly,
but allowing the US to decide
who we buy oil, gas from...
whether we buy oil from
Russia or not, whether our
relationship with different oil
suppliers can be decided by
us, this is what has been
bartered,” the Congress
leader said.

“This is a very puzzling fact
for me, this is a very puzzling
fact as to why a nation the
size of India would allow the
president of any other nation
to give us permission to buy
Russian oil, to decide who
our relationships are with,”
Gandhi said in an apparent
reference to the US giving a
30-day waiver to buy oil
from Russia.

“This has been a puzzle
and | have been trying to
figure this puzzle out. I have
figured the puzzle out. The
puzzle is about compro-
mise,” he said and referred
to Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Puri.

Gandhi then sought to link
the issue of India’s energy
security with US Department
of Justice disclosures. This
evoked an uproar from the
treasury benches.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla asked Gandhi to speak
on the notice he has given
and not deviate to other
topics.

With Gandhi repeatedly
asserting that what he was
saying was connected with
energy security, Birla asked
Puri to make his statement.

ED attaches fresh I581 cr assets in
case against Anil Reliance Group

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Thursday said it has
attached fresh assets worth
more than %581 crore of
RHFL and RCFL, companies of
Reliance Group Chairman
Anil Ambani.

An order was issued on
March 11 to attach land
parcels in Goa, Kerala,
Karnataka, Punjab, Tamil
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Delhi, West
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh and
Rajasthan, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) said in a
statement. The properties

worth ¥581.65 crore belong
to Reliance Home Finance
Limited (RHFL) and Reliance
Commercial Finance Limited
(RCFL), the agency said.
“The attachment follows
search operations conduct-
ed on March 6 in the case
against Reliance Power
Limited under the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA),” it said. The ED had

attached assets of Anil
Ambani’s Reliance Group
earlier as well.

“The cumulative Reliance
Anil Ambani Group attach-
ment has reached Rs 16,310
crore,” the ED said. The
probe stems from a CBI FIR
filed against RCFL and RHFL
based on complaints
lodged by Yes Bank, Union
Bank of India and Bank of
Maharashtra.

It found that the two
companies raised public
funds from multiple banks
and financial institutions,
and more than %11,000
crore of these funds turned
into non-performing assets,
the ED said.

Probe panel report on Justice Varma likely in Monsoon session

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The three-member commit-
tee set up by Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla to probe
the grounds on which the
removal of High Court Judge,
Justice Yashwant Varma, was
sought following the recov-
ery of burnt currency notes
from his residence, is expect-
ed to submitits reportin the
Monsoon session.

On August 12, 2025, the
Speaker constituted the
three-member committee
to probe charges against
Justice Yashwant Varma after
admitting a multi-party
notice for his removal,
setting in motion the process
of impeachment of the
Allahabad High Court judge.

The committee was recon-
stituted on February 25. While
two members — Justice
Aravind Kumar of the
Supreme Court and Senior
Advocate, Karnataka High
Court, BV Acharya continued
to be members of the panel —
a new member, Justice
Chandrashekhar, Chief Justice
of the Bombay High Court, has
been appointed in place of
Madras High Court Chief
Justice Manindra Mohan
Shrivastava.

“The committee is likely
to submit its report in
the next session,” a senior
functionary said.

Birla set up the committee
after he received a proposal
from 146 Lok Sabha members,
including BJP member Ravi
Shankar Prasad and Leader of

Justice Yashwant Varma

Opposition Rahul Gandhi,
seeking the removal of Justice
Varma on July 21, 2025.
Justice Varma was repatri-
ated from the Delhi High
Court to the Allahabad High
Court after burnt wads of cur-
rency notes were found at his
official residence in New
Delhi on March 14, 2025.
After referring to relevant

laws and judgments of the
Supreme Court, the Delhi
High Court chief justice
found that the charges
against Justice Varma were
of a serious nature and fol-
lowed it up with the “in-
House procedure”.

Birla had said unblem-
ished character and financial
and intellectual integrity

were the foundation of the
trust a common person has
in the judiciary.

“The facts connected in
the present case point
towards corruption and are
eligible for action as per
Article 124, Article 217 and
Article 218 of the
Constitution of India.
Parliament needs to speak
in one voice on this issue,
and every citizen of this
country should send a clear
message about its commit-
ment to zero tolerance to
corruption,” Birla had said.

The Lok Sabha Speaker
said he has accepted the
proposal and constituted a
three-member committee
for the removal of Justice
Varma from his post in accor-
dance with Section 3(2) of the

Judges (Inquiry) Act 1968.

Earlier, then CJI Sanjiv
Khanna had initiated an in-
house probe into the allega-
tions and set up a three-
member committee in March
2025 to conduct the inquiry.

The committee, comprising
Punjab and Haryana High
Court Chief Justice Sheel
Nagu, Himachal Pradesh High
Court Chief Justice GS
Sandhawalia and Karnataka
HC Justice Anu Sivaraman,
submitted its report on May 4.

After receiving the report,
the CJl asked Justice Varma to
resign or face impeachment
proceedings. However, since
Justice Varma declined to quit,
CJI Khanna forwarded the
report and the judge’s
response on it to the president
and PM for his removal.

Congress Alyar, Tharoor
face-off in open letter war

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

In an ‘open letter war’,
Congress leader Mani Shankar
Aiyar declared that he was
parting ways with party col-
league Shashi Tharoor while
the latter hit back at the
veteran politician for his
“many gratuitous” comments.
It all started with Aiyar
penning an open letter to
Tharoor that was published in
Frontline magazine earlier
this week. Aiyar said he was
shocked to the core by
Tharoor’s answers to ques-
tions on a TV channel on
March 6, on the ongoing
“illegal and sinful war” on Iran
by Israel in cahoots with the
US and the West in general.
“I have been so disturbed
that I could not sleep and
have woken at 3 in the
morning to write you this
open letter,” Aiyar wrote.
Aiyar claimed that he had
put his political career on the
line by not only voting for
Tharoor in the election to the
post of the Congress president,
even when he knew Tharoor
would be badly defeated, but

also by writing in The Indian
Express next day that the
victor, Mallikarjun Kharge,
should magnanimously
respect his democratic right to
stand against him despite his
being backed to the hilt by
both the Gandhi family and the
scattered remnants of the G-23.

“I argued fiercely that he
(Kharge) should grant you
(Tharoor) an honourable place
in the Congress hierarchy, as
befits a mature political party,
to fully use your many talents.
In consequence, the Gandhis
and Kharge have refused to
meet me ever since.
Nevertheless, I felt vindicated
on moral grounds,” Aiyar said
in his “open letter to Shashi
Tharoor on moral amnesia,
and more”.

“I now find I should have
championed a worthier
cause. Your shameful
espousal last night of ‘might
is right’ has horrified me. You
say you fully understand the
reason why Foreign Minister
S Jaishankar is extremely wary
of taking on the Americans:
fear of the ‘consequences’
that may result for India, par-
ticularly its economy.
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= States Focus = Nitish launches projects worth 895 cr in Bihar

FRESH SNOW IN LAHAUL-SPITI;
HEAT WAVE ALERTS FOR PLAINS

Isolated areas in the higher reaches of the Lahaul and
Spiti district in Himachal Pradesh experienced a fresh
spell of snow, while the lower hills saw intermittent rain
on Thursday morning. Snowfall was reported in Jispa,
Darcha, and Shinkula, with Hansa recording 2.5 cm of
snow. Videos of the snowfall have also gone viral on the
internet. Meanwhile, Bharmaur received 12 mm of rain,
followed by Gondla (6.2 mm), Keylong (4 mm),
Kukumseri (1.3 mm), Jot (1 mm), and Kangra (0.3 mm),
according to the Shimla MeT station.

|AF CHIEF CHECK PREPAREDNESS
OF WESTERN AIR COMMAND

Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal AP Singh on Thursday
flew a sortie in an upgraded MiG-29 fighter jet from a
frontline airbase under the IAF's Western Air Command.
The Indian Air Force chief also reviewed the overall
operational preparedness of the command, including
infrastructure, crew readiness and aircraft maintenance
standards at the key base, according to officials. The IAF
maintains three squadrons of upgraded MiG-29s - MiG-
29 UPGs - primarily deployed in the western and

northern sectors.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Tura (Meghalaya)

The total curfew imposed in
Meghalaya’s East and West
Garo Hills districts was
relaxed on Thursday to allow
people to procure essential
items, officials said. The
curfew in East Garo Hills
was relaxed for five hours
from 8 am to 1 pm, while in
West Garo Hills, it was
relaxed for two hours from
2 pm to 4 pm. The district
administrations said the
relaxation was allowed to
enable residents to procure
essential commodities.
The curfew was imposed
in the two districts under
Section 163 of the BNSS after
violence erupted in West
Garo Hills during protests

linked to the elections to
the Garo Hills Autonomous
District Council (GHADC),
with demonstrators oppos-
ing the participation of non-
Garo communities in the
filing of nominations for the
polls. Two people were killed
and several others injured
when police opened fire to
disperse a mob during
clashes in the Chibinang area
on Tuesday, officials said.
The unrest has led to inci-
dents of arson and damage to
property in parts of the Garo
Hills region, prompting author-
ities to deploy additional secu-
rity forces, including five
columns of the Army - three in
Tura town and two in
Chibinang — to restore order.
The chief minister visited
Tura on Thursday, during

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Purnea/Katihar

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Thursday
launched development pro-
jects worth around %895
crore in Purnea and Katihar
districts during his
‘Samridhi Yatra’. Kumar also
reviewed ongoing schemes
and development projects
in both the districts.

“The CM launched more
than 92 schemes/projects,
worth ¥485 crore in Purnea.
These included the inaugura-
tion of 84 schemes costing Rs
164 crore and laying the foun-
dation stone for around 10
schemes, worth %321 crore,”
an official release said.

Kumar inaugurated the
newly constructed two-lane
road of the state highway-
60 to Puran Devi Temple,
and the strengthening work
of the road from Line Bazar
Chowk to Polytechnic
Chowk via Rajni Chowk,
Chief Minister said.

Under the Jal-Jeevan-
Hariyali campaign, the CM
inspected the ongoing ren-
ovation and beautification
work of the pond located in
the Maa Puran Devi Temple
premises. Local folk artists
welcomed Kumar with a
‘Ihijhiya’ dance perfor-
mance.

He also directed officials
to ensure all necessary facil-
ities for visiting devotees at

the temple. Kumar then
inspected the newly con-
structed district-level offices
of the Dairy, Fisheries and
Animal Resources
Department in Purnea, the
release said.

Later, the Chief Minister
launched different schemes
and projects, worth 3410
crore, in Katihar district.

He inaugurated 257
schemes costing 3229 crore
and laid the foundation
stone for 186 schemes/pro-
jects worth %181 crore, it said.

Kumar also laid the foun-
dation stone for the renova-
tion and construction work
of the Agricultural
Production Market Yard,
Katihar (Phase-2).

Political leaders condemn attack on ex-J&K CM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Jammu

Political leaders in Jammu
and Kashmir on Thursday con-
demned the attack on
National Conference presi-
dent and former chief minis-
ter Farooq Abdullah in Jammu
and demanded a thorough
probe into the incident.
Veteran parliamentarian and
former Union Minister Dr
Karan Singh met Dr Abdullah
at his residence along with his
family members.

Jammu and Kashmir
People’s Democratic Party
president Mehbooba Mufti, in
aposton X, said, “Shocked to
hear about the grave attack
on Dr Farooq Abdullah sahab.
Relieved to know that he’s
safe and doing well.” “Hope
the police get to the bottom

Mehbooba Mufti

of this very perturbing secu-
rity lapse,” she added. The BJP
also strongly condemned the
attack on National
Conference president and
former chief minister Farooq
Abdullah, saying “targeting
political leaders through vio-
lence is unacceptable” and
demanded a thorough probe
into the incidentDuring a

meeting of the BJP spokesper-
sons in Jammu and Kashmir,
the leaders discussed the
incident and expressed
serious concern over the
attack, said Advocate Sunil
Sethi, a party spokesperson.

Addressing the meeting,
Sethi said violence has no
place in a democratic society
and political differences
must be addressed through
dialogue and constitutional
means. “The BJP firmly
opposes such acts and reit-
erates that the party does
not support any activity that
threatens peace and demo-
cratic functioning,” he said.

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, the
chief cleric of Kashmir, con-
demned the attack, saying
the incident needs to be
probed thoroughly.

“News about the (murder-

ous) attempt on Dr Farooq
Abdullah Sahib’s life at a func-
tion in Jammu is concerning
and condemnable,” Mirwaiz
posted on his X handle. The
religious leader called for a
probe into how the assailant
got so close to Abdullah with
a loaded weapon. “Relieved
to know that he escaped
unhurt. That someone with a
loaded weapon got so close
and fired at him needs to be
thoroughly probed,” he
added. National Conference
MP Aga Ruhullah Mehdi
condemned the attack on
Abdullah.

Mehdi, the Lok Sabha MP
from Srinagar, said such acts
of violence are deeply con-
cerning and emphasised that
those responsible must be
dealt with strictly in accor-
dance with the law.

Curfew relaxed in Garo Hills; GHADC elections postponed

which he reviewed the secu-
rity situation and held meet-
ings with the West Garo
Hills deputy commissioner,
as well as senior officers of
the Army and the Rapid
Action Force (RAF).

Sangma also interacted
with local residents and
visited several sites
damaged during the vio-
lence, including burnt shops,
destroyed roadside market
sheds, and the office of the
National People’s Party
(NPP), which was partially
damaged due to arson.

In a video statement, the
chief minister described the
vandalism and arson tar-
geting the party office as
unfortunate and assured
people that those responsi-
ble would face strict action

under the law. He said the
party would rebuild the
damaged office and would
continue to strengthen its
organisation, asserting that
the NPP “lives in the hearts
of the people” and cannot be
weakened by such attacks.

In the wake of the vio-
lence, Sangma on
Wednesday announced the
postponement of the
GHADC elections that were
scheduled to be held on
April 10.

The State Government has
also suspended mobile
internet services across five
districts of the Garo Hills
region as a precautionary
measure to prevent the
spread of rumours and
maintain law and order,
officials added.

Maharashtra Govt sets up control
rooms to monitor LPG situation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

The Maharashtra
Government on Thursday
said it has set up control
rooms and district-level com-
mittees to ensure uninter-
rupted supply of domestic
and commercial LPG cylin-
ders amid the West Asia crisis.

An official release issued
late evening said Anil
Diggikar, Additional Chief
Secretary of Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Protection Department, has
directed authorities to take
necessary steps to maintain
smooth supply and closely
monitor LPG distribution
across the state.

The department said there
is no shortage of domestic
LPG in Maharashtra and citi-
zens need not panic, adding
that availability of domestic
cylinders in March is higher
than the supply recorded
during the last six months.

“To avoid disruption in
supply and ensure coordina-
tion in case of any shortage,
district-level committees will
be formed under district col-
lectors. These panels will
include the superintendent of
police, district supply officer
and officials from govern-
ment oil companies. Their
responsibilities will include
monitoring the LPG supply
chain, maintaining law and
order and submitting daily
reports on the situation,” the
release said.

In the Mumbai-Thane
rationing area, a separate
committee will function
under the Controller of
Rationing, it said, with
members including the

deputy commissioner of
police and deputy controller
(rationing).

The Government said
essential services such as
hospitals, Government
hostels, Government school
and college mess facilities,
the mid-day meal scheme
and ashram schools will be
given priority supply of LPG
cylinders. Authorities have
also been asked to explore
the use of alternative fuels
such as coal or kerosene,
while following norms of the
Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board.

The state has directed offi-
cials to spread daily informa-
tion through radio, FM chan-
nels, television and print
media to prevent rumours
regarding gas supply, adding
that action will be taken over
fake or misleading information
circulated on social media.

Oil companies have also
been instructed to resolve
technical issues related to gas
booking apps and missed-call
services. Control rooms will
operate at the state, divi-
sional, district and taluka
levels, and a WhatsApp facil-
ity will be provided for griev-
ance redressal.

Maharashtra Vidhan
Bhavan gets bomb threat

Police dog squad inspecting the Vidhan Bhavan premises in Mumbai

PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Mumbai

An email threatening “missile
and bomb attacks” on
Maharashtra Vidhan Bhavan
and other key locations in
Mumbai triggered a security
alert on Thursday, prompting
authorities to conduct exten-
sive searches in the legislature
complex during the ongoing
Budget session, officials said.

The email, received on an
official email account of the leg-
islature at 6.57 am, mentioned
possible attacks on the Vidhan
Bhavan complex, Bombay
Stock Exchange, Bombay High
Court, Mumbai Metro and a
bank, legislative council chair-
man Ram Shinde said.

The threatening email may
be linked to the pro-
Khalistani movement, but it
is too early to say anything
concrete on it, Shinde told
reporters in the Vidhan
Bhavan premises.

Following the hoax email,
the premises was locked down
for about 40 minutes and a

fresh BDDS team was deployed
to scan and sanitise the entire
complex again, Vidhan Sabha
sources said. The premises is
usually checked and sanitised
between 6 am and 8 am as
part of a standard security
procedure, while the bomb
detection squad as well as the
dog squad conduct daily scans
of the entire premises as a pre-
cautionary measure, they
added. However, the email
was noticed later in the
morning and therefore the
complex was locked
down briefly to recheck the
entire area.

After the search, the police
said nothing suspicious was
found in the legislature
complex and a preliminary
probe suggested the threat
was a hoax. The Bomb
Detection and Disposal Squad
(BDDS) subsequently declared
the premises safe, officials said.

As per the standard proce-
dure, Vidhan Bhavan officials
lodged a complaint at Marine
Drive police station against
an unidentified person.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M [tanagar

The Arunachal Pradesh
Assembly on Thursday
passed the 36,607 crore
State Budget for 2026-27 by
voice vote after a two-day
discussion in the House.
The Budget, presented by
Deputy Chief Minister
Chowna Mein on March 10,
focuses on six key sectors
aimed at strengthening
infrastructure, people-
centric development, eco-
nomic growth and gover-
nance reforms. The total
budget estimate projects a
deficit of ¥701.43 crore.
The Budget size for
2026-27 stands at 36,607
crore, about 8.1 per cent
lower than the previous

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Jammu

Former IPS officer RN Ravi
on Thursday took oath as
the 22nd governor of West
Bengal at a ceremony in the
Lok Bhavan.

He was administered the
oath of office by Chief Justice
of the Calcutta High Court,
Sujoy Paul, in the presence
of Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, Assembly Speaker
Biman Banerjee, senior min-
ister and Kolkata Mayor
Firhad Hakim and Left Front
chairman Biman Bose.
Several bureaucrats, includ-
ing Chief Secretary Nandini
Chakravorty and senior

fiscal’s Budget of %39,842
crore. During the discussion
in the House, Mein, who also
holds the Finance, Planning
and Investment portfolios,
thanked members for partic-
ipating in the deliberations,

RN Ravi takes oath as
Governor of Bengal

RN Ravi

police officers, also attend-
ed the event.

The ceremony began
with the singing of the
national song and anthem.

Ravi was presented the
Guard of Honour at Lok
Bhavan, before he was
sworn in at the Sardar Patel
Unity Hall.

and described the
Budget as one that fulfils
people’s aspirations.

He said the reduction in
the budget size was mainly
due to a shortfall in alloca-
tion from the Centre fol-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Rajamahendravaram
(Andhra Pradesh)

Arunachal Assembly passes <36,607 cr Budget for 2026-27

lowing the recommenda-
tions of the 16th Finance
Commission based on hor-
izontal devolution.

The deputy chief minister,
however, highlighted several
measures the state
Government would take to
address the shortfall in the
current year’s Budget alloca-
tion. He added that the state
Budget has been designed to
benefit every section of
society. “Through its focus
on health, education, liveli-
hoods, connectivity, safety,
culture and governance, it
ensures that all 16 lakh plus
people of Arunachal Pradesh
benefit from one or more of
the measures announced,”
Mein said.

He informed the House
that after the budget’s

Andhra milk contamination; Death toll
rises to 13, seven undergoing treatment

Health department offi-
cials said the cluster of cases
was first noticed on February
22 after several elderly resi-
dents were admitted to hos-
pitals with symptoms such as
anuria, vomiting, abdomi-
nal pain and acute renal dys-

The death toll in the sus-
pected milk adulteration
incident in East Godavari
district has risen to 13, while
seven persons continue to
receive treatment at hospi-
tals in Rajamahendravaram,
an official said on Thursday.

function requiring

dialysis. Residents from
Chowdeswaranagar and
Swaroopanagar areas of
Lalacheruvu reportedly fell ill
after consuming milk sus-
pected to be adulterated
and supplied in the locality.
“The death toll in the suspect-

passage, allocations would
be made to all departments
to carry forward ongoing
schemes and implement
new initiatives. He urged
departments to immediate-
ly prepare guidelines and
annual operating plans to
ensure the timely imple-
mentation of projects.

Mein also said centrally
sponsored schemes and
other flagship programmes
of the Centre and the State
Government are being
reviewed every two months
by a committee headed by
the chief secretary. Stressing
the need for the timely com-
pletion of centrally spon-
sored schemes and flag-
ship programmes, he said
delays often lead to cost
escalation.

ed milk adulteration case in
East Godavari district has
reached 13, while seven
persons are undergoing
treatment at hospitals in
Rajamahendravaram,” the
official said.

Authorities noted that
strong epidemiological
indicators point towards
milk adulteration as the
probable cause and multi-
ple departments have initi-
ated coordinated action.

Medical examinations
revealed elevated levels of
blood urea and serum crea-
tinine among the affected
persons, suggesting possible
toxic exposure, they said.

BJP to hold
Badlav Rally in
Punjab’s Moga
on March 14

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Chandigarh

The BJP will hold a ‘Badlav
Rally’ at Killi Chahal in
Punjab’s Moga on March 14,
party leaders said on
Thursday. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah will
address the rally. Punjab BJP
Scheduled Caste Morcha vice-
president Paramjit Singh
Kainth said the rally will send
amessage of positive change
and development in Punjab.

He said Punjab BJP presi-
dent Sunil Jakhar, working
president Ashwani Sharma
and organisation secretary
Manthri Srinivasulu have
been visiting different dis-
tricts to mobilise party
workers ahead of the rally.

Kainth said the rally will
reflect the party’s commit-
ment to good governance,
transparency and develop-
ment in the state. He added
that thousands of party
workers, farmers, youth and
people from different sec-
tions of society from across
Punjab are expected to partic-
ipate in the event. Kainth also
appealed to party workers
and supporters to attend the
rally in large numbers and
make it a success.
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Kerala High Court pulls
up Railways over Aadhaar
for tatkal booking

The Kerala High Court on Thursday pulled up the Railway
Board for not responding till date, despite being granted
several months’ time, on whether Aadhaar
authentication was mandatory for tatkal booking of
tickets. A bench of Chief Justice Soumen Sen and Justice
Syam Kumar VM expressed its displeasure after the
counsel for the Board sought three weeks more time to
respond on the issue.

“For such a simple issue you are taking so much time.
You have not responded after time of several months
altogether (that) has been given. If you are unable to
respond, then we can decide the issue,” the bench said.

The court adjourned the matter for three weeks and
made it clear that the Board's response has to be filed
within that period.

The observations and direction by the bench came on
a public interest litigation challenging a central
Government circular mandating Aadhaar based
authentication for tatkal bookings.

SC grants bail to separatist
leader Shabir Ahmed Shah

The Supreme Court on Thursday granted bail to Kashmiri
separatist leader Shabir Ahmed Shah in a terror funding
case, in which he was arrested by

the National Investigation Agency on June 4, 2019.

A bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta
said a detailed order will follow with some stringent bail
conditions on Shah. The bench passed the order after
hearing rejoinder arguments on behalf of Shah,
represented by senior advocate Colin Gonsalves.

Senior advocate Siddharth Luthra appeared on behalf
of the National Investigation Agency (NIA).
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Follow law to appoint DGP, or abide
by norms laid down by court, says SC

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said states that have
enacted a separate Act for the
appointment of the director
general of police (DGP) will
have to follow the law but in
its absence they will have to
follow the guidelines laid
down by the apex court.

A bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M
Pancholi closed the contempt
proceedings initiated against
Bihar, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana after having senta
proposal to the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC)
for suggesting names of
officers to be appointed as
State DGPs.

“We are very clear that
states having valid Act in place
will have to follow the law in
appointment of DGPs and
those who are not having it
will have to follow the guide-
lines laid down by the
Supreme Court in Prakash
Singh case,” the bench clari-
fied after it was pointed out
that Jharkhand and Uttar
Pradesh have enacted a sep-
arate law for the appoint-
ment of state police chief.

In the Prakash Singh case,
which relates to police
reforms, the apex court had
laid down guidelines that
mandate the selection of DGPs
from among three senior-
most IPS officers empanelled
by the UPSC and set a fixed
two-year tenure for them.

Senior advocate Arunabh

Chowdhury, appearing for
Jharkhand, said that the state
has enacted a law for DGP
appointment which says that
the selection of the IPS officer
would be done by a commit-
tee headed by a retired High
Court judge.

Senior advocate Rakesh
Dwivedi, appearing for the
West Bengal Government,
submitted that the state has
senta proposal to the UPSC for
suggesting names for the
appointment of the police
chief. CJI Surya Kant remarked
in a lighter vein and said,
“West Bengal is more interest-
ed in transporting DGPs to the
Rajya Sabha. Hopefully, now it
will get a stable DGP as there
are no vacancies in the
Rajya Sabha.”

Recently, the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) Government
in West Bengal nominated
former DGP Rajeev Kumar as
a candidate for Rajya Sabha
along with senior advocate
Menaka Guruswamy, who
represents the state in the
apex court.

Senior advocate Raju
Ramachandran, who has been
appointed as amicus curiae in
the case, said that the apex
court had earlier in the
Prakash Singh case stated
that they will have to send the
names of eligible police
officers to the UPSC, which in
turn will suggest three
names of IPS officers for
appointment as DGP.

He said that there was a
separate plea which seeks to
appoint the DGP by the panel
of the chief minister, the
leader of opposition in the
state assembly and the chief
justice of the High Court but
he was not supporting it.

“l am of the view that the
post of DGP, chief secretary
and home secretary should be
selected by the Government in
power and not by a panel as
it is a matter of confidence.
The Government of the day
must have confidence in these
top officers of the state as it
helps in governance,”
Ramachandran said.

The bench agreed with the

view of the amicus and
observed that the appoint-
ment of DGP should not be
broadened to be done by a
panel. The top court sought a
response from the
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand
Governments on the appoint-
ment of DGPs in two weeks.

On February 5, taking
serious note of the inordi-
nate delay by several states in
sending proposals for the
appointment of DGPs, the
apex court had authorised
the UPSC to bring such
instances to its notice.

The apex court had granted
four weeks to the UPSC to
convene a meeting and make
a recommendation for the
appointment of a DGP for
Telangana, where the last
regular DGP retired in 2017.

It had endorsed the concern
expressed by the UPSC regard-
ing the inordinate delay on
the part of several states in
sending proposals for the
appointment of DGPs in terms
of the top court’s directions in
the Prakash Singh case.

The UPSC had told the
bench that the delay on the
part of the states deprives
meritorious and senior offi-
cers from being considered for
appointment as DGP.

The Commission had said
several states keep on delay-
ing sending the proposal for
the appointment of DGP in
total disregard of the apex
court’s directions and an
ad-hoc arrangement by
appointing the acting DGP
was being preferred instead of
aregular appointment.

Court issues

non-bailable

warrant to Farooq

Farooq Abdullah

MOHIT KANDHARI
M Jammu

A day after the National
Conference President and
former Chief Minister,
Farooq Abdullah, survived
an assassination bid at a
marriage function in
Jammu, a non-bailable
warrant (NBW) was issued
against him by a Srinagar
court in the Jammu and
Kashmir Cricket
Association (JKCA) finan-
cial irregularities case.

The warrant was issued
by the designated court
after rejecting an exemp-
tion application filed
on his behalf in the said
case investigated by the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).

The order was passed
by the Court of Chief
Judicial Magistrate (CJM),
Srinagar, during the
hearing scheduled for
framing of charges in the
case on March 12.

According to court
records, the CBI has already

filed a chargesheet against
several accused, including
Abdullah, under Sections
120-B, 406 and 409 of J&K’s
erstwhile Ranbir Penal
Code (RPC).

Dr Farooq Abdullah, who
was still camping in Jammu
and meeting different party
leaders and the National
Conference workers, could
not appear before the court
on Thursday.

On his behalf, his counsel
sought an exemption from
personal appearance, but
the C|M rejected the plea.
The court noted that, even
after being offered the
option to join the hearing
virtually, counsel declined,
stating that Abdullah could
neither appear in person
nor via videoconference.
The court then directed
the issuance of the NBW
and listed the matter for
further proceedings on
March 30. The court had
fixed March 12 for framing
of charges and then
recording of statements
of approvers.

Uttarakhand HC declares State PSC rule on answer sheet verification unconstitutional

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Nainital

The Uttarakhand High Court
on Wednesday declared as
unconstitutional a provision
in the state public service
commission’s recruitment
examination that did not
allow candidates to verify
their answer sheets before the
final results of all stages of the
test are announced.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Manoj Kumar Gupta
and Justice Subhash
Upadhyay gave the order
while hearing petitions that
sought answer sheets of the
shorthand examination con-
ducted for recruitment to the
post of Additional Private
Secretary (APS).

As per existing rules, the
answer sheet of the short-
hand test, which is part of the
first stage of the recruitment
process, would be released
when the final results are

announced after the second
stage.

The court on Wednesday
granted candidates who
failed to clear the shorthand
test the right to verify their
answer sheets after the test
results of this specific test

are declared. The division
bench stated in its order that
transparency and fairness in
the recruitment process are
constitutionally mandated
and candidates cannot be
denied information related
to evaluation.

Rajveer Singh, Ranveer
Singh Tomar, Ruchi Rana, and
other candidates had
approached the High Court
challenging the results of the
shorthand examination
declared on February 3, 2026.

The petitioners stated that

the Commission did not allow
them to inspect their short-
hand notebooks and typed
answer sheets, making it
impossible to verify the accu-
racy of the evaluation.

An advertisement was
issued on July 18, 2024, for
recruitment to 99 posts of
Additional Private Secretary
at the Dehradun Secretariat
and the Uttarakhand
Public Service Commission
in Haridwar.

The first stage of the selec-
tion process included skill
tests such as Hindi and
English typing, computer
knowledge, and shorthand.

Only candidates who
passed this stage were
eligible to appear for the
second stage, the written
examination.

The petitioners argued in
court that they had success-
fully passed other examina-
tions in the first stage of the
selection process and per-

formed well in the shorthand
test, yet they were not select-
ed in the results.

Suspicious of possible
errors in evaluation, they
requested permission to
verify their answer sheets.

As per existing rules, inspec-
tion of answer sheets could
only be permitted after the
final results (both stages)
were declared.

The court declared this pro-
vision unconstitutional with
respect to unsuccessful can-
didates, stating that if there is
an inordinate delay in inspec-
tion, it will be nearly
impossible to correct any
errors later, and this could
cause irreparable harm to
the candidates.

The bench also stated that
evaluated answer sheets fall
within the category of infor-
mation under the Right to
Information Act, and candi-
dates have the right to inspect
and obtain copies of them.

Plea on gifts under Muslim law: SC asks petitioners to approach Law Commission

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked two peti-
tioners, who had challenged
a provision of a 1882 law
which exempts gifts execut-
ed under the Muslim law
from registration, to
approach the Law
Commission of India.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Surya Kant said the
appropriate recourse for the
petitioners would be to
approach an expert body
like the Law Commission of
India which has been
entrusted with the responsi-
bility of recommending suit-
able amendments in existing
laws or for enactment of
new laws.

The counsel appearing for
the petitioners said the plea
has challenged the constitu-

tional validity of Section 129
of the Transfer of Property
Act, 1882, as well as Section
2 of the Muslim Personal
Law (Shariat) Application Act,
1937, so far as the word “gift”
was concerned.

He said the gifts made
under the Muslim personal
law were exempt from the

MUSLIM LAW

requirements of paying
stamp duty while the same
exemption is not granted to
non-Muslims.

The bench, also compris-
ing justices Joymalya Bagchi
and Vipul M Pancholi,
observed that if there was
any loss to the public exche-
quer, the parliament would

be the competent forum.

“The Parliament can
always amend the law and
can bring a new law,” the
bench said. The CJI asked
why the petitioners have
not represented before any
parliamentarian pointing out
that there was some element
of alleged discrimination in
the law. The counsel said
there was an interplay
between the Transfer of
Property Act and the
Registration Act.

“The clash between per-
sonal law and fundamental
rights so far as the concept
of giftis concerned has to be
determined by this court,” he
said. The bench said the law
is of 1882.

“Suddenly in 2026, you
remember that it violates
Article 14 and when you
remember it, you did not
deem it appropriate even to

inform those persons who
are the best one to rectify it,”
the bench said. The CJI
observed that the “best
forum” would be the Law
Commission.

“In our considered opinion,
the appropriate recourse for
the petitioners would be to
approach the expert body
like Law Commission of India
which has been entrusted
with the responsibility of
recommending suitable
amendments/changes in the
existing laws and for enact-
ment of new laws, as may be
required from time to time,”
the bench said.

It said such an expert body
being functional as of now, it
see no reason to entertain
the writ petition at this stage.

The bench disposed of the
plea with liberty to the peti-
tioners to approach the Law
Commission.

Jharkhand HC pulls up Dhanbad administration for pollution

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ranchi

The Jharkhand High Court on
Thursday took serious note
of the increase in air pollu-
tion in Dhanbad and direct-
ed senior officials, including
the district deputy commis-
sioner and the senior super-
intendent of police, to
appear in person before it
on April 2.

A division bench of Chief
Justice M S Sonak and Justice
Rajesh Shankar also directed
the chairman-cum-manag-
ing director of Bharat Coking
Coal Limited (BCCL) to appear

before the court and inform
what steps could be taken to
check illegal mining in the
district. The bench was
hearing a public interest lit-
igation (PIL) filed by a non-
profit organisation, Gramin
Ekta Manch, seeking inter-
vention to check rising pol-
lution in the coal city.

The petitioner organisa-
tion submitted that rampant
illegal mining in Dhanbad
had led to an increase in air
pollution in the district.

It alleged that the author-
ities had failed to control
illegal mining and, as a result,
pollution remained

unchecked. The court also
directed the Bharat Coking
Coal Limited (BCCL) chair-
man-cum-managing direc-
tor to appear in person in
this connection.

In the course of argu-
ments, the court was
informed by the BCCL
counsel that the coal
company has taken steps to
convert mines into parks for
public use.

The BCCL has registered
several FIRs for illegal mining,
but no action has been taken
by police and the district
administration, the counsel
informed the court.

|AS OFFICER
DENIED BAIL
IN MONEY
LAUNDERING
CASE

Rajendrakumar Patel

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Ahmedabad

A special PMLA court here
on Thursday rejected the
regular bail plea of
IAS officer and former
Surendranagar collector
Rajendrakumar Patel
arrested in January
by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in a
bribery-linked money
laundering case.

The court of special
PMLA judge KM Sojitra
said it was notinclined to
allow the application for
regular bail moved by
Patel, a 2015-batch Indian
Administrative Service
officer.

Having considered the
nature of evidence as
revealing from the com-
plaint and case papers,
it “cannot form prima
facie opinion that
the applicant is not
guilty of having commit-
ted | indulged in
offence of money laun-
dering”, the court said.

DIPR/CF/P10/4529/13-Mar-26
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Editor’s

TAKE

A motion against
the chair

The no-confidence motion against the Chair was
defeated by a voice vote, but not before the
Opposition used the debate to air its grievances

A no-confidence motion is rarely brought against the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha. In fact, it has happened only thrice - in 1954,
1966 and 1987 — and all these times the motion was defeated.
This time was no different. The no-confidence motion against
the Lok Sabha Speaker, Om Birla, was defeated by a voice vote.

No one had an iota of doubt that it would be defeated. The
Opposition simply did not have the numbers, as their strength
adds up to only 238, falling short of the NDA's 293 in the Lower
House. Perhaps removing Om Birla from the Chair was not the
intention of the Opposition. All they wanted was to have a
debate on the issue to castigate his tenure as Speaker. In this
goal, they were pretty successful. Not only did they register a
protest against his conduct in the House, but they also seized
the opportunity to attack the Government. They effectively
conveyed to the nation that the Opposition is being denied a
fair chance to present its concerns in Parliament.

Indeed, there were heated exchanges as tempers ran high on

both sides. After the Union Home Minister Amit Shah's remarks
about the Leader of the Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, referring to
his wink and hug in the House, there was uproar in the House.
The Opposition members accused Shah of using
unparliamentary language. Amid disorder in the House, the
motion was eventually put to a voice vote and defeated.

Though the motion was defeated fair and square, one point

stands out: why has the post of Deputy Speaker been vacant for
the last seven years? Article 93 of the Constitution clearly states
that the Lok Sabha shall choose both a Speaker and a Deputy
Speaker "as soon as may be". Conventionally, it goes to the
Opposition parties. Moreover, in a situation like this, only the
Deputy Speaker presides over the House. Since there was no
Deputy Speaker, the Chair was occupied by Jagdambika Pal, a
BJP MP who happens to be on the panel of Speakers.

Another point the episode highlighted is about order in the

House. For a long time, the nation has been witnessing
disruptions in the House and unruly behaviour, largely from the
Opposition benches. No one can condone such behaviour, but
the fact also remains that the smooth functioning of Parliament
is also the responsibility of the Government, which must own it,
and the Speaker plays a vital role in running the House and
maintaining decorum. If the Opposition is denied the chance to
speak or is cut short, their frustration erupts in the form of
slogan shouting and walkouts. In the last few years, several MPs
have been suspended for their conduct. This is not good for a
parliamentary democracy, and both sides should own the
blame. The Speaker of the Lok Sabha occupies one of the most
important constitutional offices in India’s parliamentary system.
Once elected, the Speaker is expected to rise above party
affiliations, ensure fair debate, and protect the rights of all
members of the House. The episode also highlights the
growing politicisation of parliamentary procedures. For
Parliament to retain public trust, both Government and
Opposition must adhere to the spirit of parliamentary
democracy and debate in a healthy manner rather than make it

a shouting match.

/
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An artisan dries ‘Kalawa’, a sacred orange-yellow thread used in Hindu rituals, in

Lalgopalganj village, near Prayagraj.
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LPG SHORTAGE RAISES SERIOUS
CONCERNS FOR INDIAN HOUSEHOLDS

India is currently experiencing a
shortage of LPG and LNG
supplies. After tensions
escalated in the Middle East
region, the critical supply of LPG
to India has been placed under
restriction, which is now
beginning to affect the daily
lives of ordinary citizens. Since
LPG is one of the most essential
requirements for every
household to cook food, any
disruption in its supply directly
affects the right to a dignified
life for people across the
country.

It is well known that India
imports a large portion of its
LPG from West Asian countries,
particularly the UAE and Qatar.
Following the Iran-US tensions,
not only India but much of the
world is experiencing supply
chain bottlenecks from their

respective importing nations.

As a result, many booked LPG
cylinders are not being
delivered on time, and citizens
are facing considerable
inconvenience.

In such circumstances, it is
important for the Government of
India to urgently explore
alternative arrangements that
can meet the basic needs of the
population. Any prolonged delay
may create dissatisfaction and
unrest among the public.

It is somewhat ironic that the
government, which encouraged
households to shift from
traditional cooking methods to
LPG, is now struggling to ensure
adequate supply during difficult
times. Ensuring uninterrupted
access to cooking fuel must
remain a national priority.

KIRTI WADHAWAN | KANPUR

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

Passing through the troubled waters

The ongoing war in the Middle East has led to Iran choking the Strait of Hormuz, severely disrupting global oil shipments. With energy supplies
stalled and commercial vessels exposed to growing risks, the lives of seafarers navigating these waters are increasingly in danger

NAVNEET
SINGH

The date on my calendar reads March 10,
2026, but for the nearly 20,000 seafarers cur-
rently trapped in the volatile waters of the
Middle East, time has shifted into a different,
more dangerous dimension. As the military
confrontation between Iran, Israel, and the
United States reaches a fever pitch, the blue
corridors of the Persian Gulfand the Red Sea
have been transformed from conduits of
global prosperity into a “no-man’s land” of
drifting steel and heightened anxiety.

As a former officer who has stood watch in
these very waters, | know that behind every
news headline about a “targeted strike” is a
human story — a merchant sailor scanning the
horizon not for weather, but for the silhou-
ette ofan incoming drone. Today, that night-
mare is a reality.

A chokehold on global trade

The geopolitical “chess match” has moved to
the world’s most sensitive maritime choke-
points. Since the escalation began on February
28, 2026, the global economy has felt a

ities were reported on the Skylight and
MKD Vyom.
At home, families in Mumbai, Manila, and

sefitslgni]cgs;é)ock that dwarfs the energy crises THE WORLD Colombo wait forl\?l WhatsAp{) rr?essaget thaé
of the s. may never come. Many vessels have entere
The Strait of Hormuz, which normally ORGI:IAEI\IIAEISJ};EION “electronic blackout” zones to avoid detec-
carries 20 per cent of the world’s oil and 30 tion, but this leaves families in a state of ago-
per cent of its liquefied natural gas (LNG), is (WHO) HAS nising silence. As an ex-officer, | know that
effectively impassable. Reports indicate that WARNED THAT “cr.ew fatigue” is now "cqmbat fatigue”.
tanlier traffic has collapsed by nearly 80 per MILLIONS IN Sallotrrs1 are tf:(:[]ce;d tcl)_ r;_e(;netnn é)n board for
ce_?h. . . . HUMANITARIAN Months past their relief dates because crew
e impact of the war is clear on oil and gas. HEALTH changes in regional ports like Jebel Ali or
Crude oil prices have surged past $110 per Khalifa have become too high-risk.
barrel. For nations like India, which receives SUPPLIES ARE We are witnessing a profound erosion of
the lion’s share of its crude through these CURRENTLY the United Nations

waters, the disruption is not just an econom-
ic statistic — it is a threat to national energy
security.

Currently, over 200 oil and LNG vessels are
anchored or “drifting” outside the Strait,
unable to proceed due to a lack of war-risk
insurance or the direct threat of kinetic
strikes. Major shipping lines have rerouted via
the Cape of Good Hope, adding 4,000 miles
and three weeks to transits, sending freight
rates skyrocketing.

BLOCKED DUE
TO THE CLOSURE
OF THE STRAIT
OF HORMUZ

While the world watches the price of gaso-
line, the families of mariners watch the
clock. The psychological toll on the “silent
service” is immense.

International maritime bodies, including
the IMO, have reported that seafarers are
being treated as collateral. On March 6, 2026,
the world mourned the loss of four crew
members on the vessel Mussafah 2, struck in

The writer is an
Ex-Merchant Navy Officer

dailypioneer
@ @TheDailyPioneer

@ The Pioneer

the Strait. Earlier this month, on 1 March, fatal-

Convention on the Law of

The crisis extends beyond missiles. Health
services for mariners have reached a break-
ing point. Restricted access to ports means
thatinjured or sick mariners cannot receive
urgent medical evacuations. The World
Health Organisation (WHO) has warned that
millions in humanitarian health supplies are
currently blocked due to the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz. The lack of routine medical
care and the constant threat of drone strikes
are creating a secondary crisis of mental
health and chronic illness among crews
who cannot be relieved.

The silent lifeline

the Sea (UNCLOS). The fun-
damental principle of
freedom of navigation is
being treated as a sec-
ondary concern to military
objectives.

IMO Secretary-General Arsenio Dominguez
recently stated: “Seafarers must not be
targets. Around 20,000 seafarers remain
stranded in the Persian Gulf under height-
ened risk and considerable mental strain. This
is unacceptable and unsustainable.”

The UN guidelines are clear. Under inter-
national humanitarian law, civilian mariners
and merchant vessels are non-combatants.
Yet, the reality on the water is one of GPS
jamming, AIS spoofing, and “grey zone”
warfare where a merchant ship is misiden-
tified as a hostile asset. The rule of law is
being replaced by the rule of force.

The Pioneer

The current conflict is a grim
reminder that our global
lifestyle is built on the backs of
people we rarely see. The “key
makers” of global trade-the
mariners — are being used as
pawns. From Sri Lanka to India, the spillover
of the US-Iran-Israel conflict into the Indian
Ocean (including the sinking of the frigate IRIS
Dena on 4 March) shows that no corner of the
sea is safe. As we look towards the coming
weeks, the international community must
move beyond “condemnation”.

We need protected corridors and a return
to the sanctity of maritime law. If the global
lifeline of the merchant navy is severed, the
world will find that no amount of military
might can fill the empty shelves and dark
power grids that follow. We carry the cargo,
we carry the risk, and today, we carry the
scars of a war we did not choose.

India’s women rewriting workplace narratives

RACHNA
LAKHPATI

2ND OPINION

For decades, the Indian workplace had a predictable face.
It was overwhelmingly male. Offices, factories, construc-
tion sites, and technical trades were spaces where men
were expected to lead, earn, and dominate. Women, even
when highly capable, were often encouraged to channel
their energy within the walls of the home. Society had
quietly written a script: men would build the economy, and
women would build the family.

But somewhere along the journey of modern India, that
script began to change. Today, if you walk through
offices, research labs, airports, or even construction sites
in cities like Mumbai, Delhi, or Bengaluru, the landscape
tells a different story. Women are not merely present; they
are leading teams, managing operations, driving cabs,
repairing electrical systems, and running businesses.

Domains that were once described as “a man’s world” are
slowly transforming into spaces defined by competence
rather than gender.

This shift is not sudden. It is the result of years of quiet
cultural evolution. Education played a crucial role. As more

places must adapt to support women rather than expect
women to withdraw from their careers.

Equally powerful has been the influence of visible role
models. Leaders like Indra Nooyi, Nirmala Sitharaman, and
Falguni Nayar have demonstrated that leadership is not
defined by gender but by vision and resilience. Their jour-
neys have quietly expanded the horizon of what young
women believe is possible.

Perhaps the most beautiful aspect of this transformation

is that it is not about replacing men. It is

families began investing equally in the education of daugh-
ters, women started entering professional fields once con-
sidered unconventional for them. Disciplines like Electrical
Engineering and Mechanical Engineering, which once had
very few female students, are gradually

seeing greater participation. But the real I
transformation has been psychological. a!]e
For generations, financial independence for

women was often viewed as optional,

sometimes even unnecessary. Today, it is

increasingly seen as essential - not only for economic sta-
bility but also for personal identity. A salary cheque for many
women is no longer just income; it represents dignity,
agency, and the freedom to make choices about one’s own
life. Economic realities have also played their part. Rising
living costs in urban India have made dual-income house-
holds less of a luxury and more of a necessity. Yet what
began as economic practicality has evolved into something
far deeper — a recognition that women’s aspirations
deserve equal space in the public sphere. Policy support
and social awareness have further strengthened this shift.
Legislative measures such as the Maternity Benefit
(Amendment) Act, 2017 have reinforced the idea that work-

oneer

about redefining partnership. The emerging
narrative is not of competition but of collab-
oration —where both men and women con-
tribute to building families, businesses,
and the nation’s economy.

Cultural shifts rarely happen overnight. They unfold
slowly through changing attitudes in homes, classrooms,
and workplaces. What we are witnessing today is not
merely an increase in the number of working women; it
is a deeper reimagining of gender roles in modern India.

And in that reimagining lies a simple but powerful truth:
empowerment does not arrive through declarations. It
grows quietly when society begins to believe that a
woman’s place is not confined to one space — but wher-
ever her ambition chooses to take her.

The writer is a freelancer who writes on
social and gender issues

L ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Governor transfer sparks controversy

The appointment of RN Ravi as the Governor of West
Bengal has sparked considerable controversy. Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee has criticised the decision,
alleging that Union Home Minister Amit Shah did not
consult her before transferring Ravi from Tamil
Nadu to West Bengal. Such concerns highlight the
recurring debate over constitutional conventions and
the role of governors in India’s federal structure.

Ravi’s tenure in Tamil Nadu was marked by frequent
disagreements with the DMK government, and his
arrival in West Bengal is being viewed through a
similar political lens. With the state Assembly elec-
tions approaching, many believe that the move
may carry strategic implications for the Bharatiya
Janata Party. Mamata Banerjee has already warned
the new governor against interfering in state politics,
remarking that “Bengal is a tough turf”.

The coming months may therefore witness renewed
friction between the Raj Bhavan and the state
administration. While Ravi may prove to be a firm con-
stitutional head, the intense political climate in West
Bengal suggests that the relationship between the
governor and the government could remain
contentious.

CK SUBRAMANIAM | MUMBAI

Sovereignty must be respected

The political temperature rose sharply after the
Indian National Congress criticised remarks made by
the White House regarding India’s acceptance of
Russian oil shipments. According to the statement, the
United States had “temporarily permitted” India to
receive oil that was already at sea during the ongoing
West Asia crisis. Such language has understandably
raised concerns. India is a sovereign nation with an
independent foreign policy. Decisions regarding
energy security and international trade must be
taken solely in accordance with India’s national
interest, not framed as permissions granted by any
other country.

The Congress party has described the remarks as a
“capitulation certificate” for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. It has also questioned why the government has
not formally objected to the wording used by the White
House press secretary, Karoline Leavitt, who referred
to India being “permitted” and described Indians as
“good actors”.

Diplomatic language carries significant symbolic
weightin international relations. Any statement that
appears to undermine India’s sovereignty or dignity
must be addressed firmly and promptly.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

Reform corporate lending practices

Apropos the report “SBI's large defaulter list shows
split loans, guarantor complexities”, the disclosure
by the State Bank of India raises troubling questions
about the structure of large corporate lending in India.
The cases highlighted in the report show how
massive loans are often distributed across multiple
banks and supported by complicated guarantor
arrangements. While such structures are sometimes
designed to share risk among lenders, they can also
blur accountability and make oversight more difficult.
When loans are fragmented across consortium
banks and layered with cross-guarantees, monitor-
ing becomes challenging. If projects fail or corporate
borrowers default, banks frequently find themselves
trapped in prolonged legal disputes, delayed recov-
eries and rising non-performing assets.

Public sector banks hold millions in savings.
Lending must follow strict due diligence and trans-
parency. Complex financial structures must not
obscure risk or weaken accountability.The episode
is a reminder that stronger safeguards in corporate
lending are urgently required. Without meaningful
credit governance reforms, such cases will continue
to erode public trust in the banking system.

N SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU
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Punjab’s industrial renaissance; Powering competitiveness

Together with the country’s lowest industrial power tariff, the Industrial & Business Development Policy 2026 is more than just another policy announcement; it

AS
MITTAL

By recalibrating distribution criteria, tight-
ening fiscal expectations, and linking devo-
lution more closely to performance, the
Commission signals a gradual movement
away from a purely redistributive framework
towards one that rewards growth, discipline
and governance capacity.

Industrial competitiveness depends not
only on incentives but also on operating
costs, especially power tariffs, which often
determine manufacturing viability.
Recognising this, Punjab has reduced indus-
trial electricity tariffs to ¥5.81 per unit, the
lowest in the country. This gives Punjab a
competitive edge over major industrial
states such as Tamil Nadu (%9.04/unit),
Gujarat (¥8.98), Maharashtra (%8.32),
Karnataka (7.75), Haryana (36.95), Uttar
Pradesh (Z6.75) and Rajasthan (36.50/unit).

This tariff reduction and related reforms
show how administrative intent and efficient
execution can transform public-sector insti-
tutions. In less than a year, the turnaround
of Punjab State Power Corporation Ltd
(PSPCL) from a loss-making utility to a
profit-making entity with 2,634 crore profit
and an A+ rating is an example of how gov-
ernance reforms can directly supportinclu-
sive growth.

Alongside this competitive power tariff
regime, Punjab’s new Industrial & Business
Development Policy 2026 reflects a reform-
oriented vision and a proactive process that
aligns with the needs of modern manufac-
turing, signalling a shift in Punjab’s approach
to industrial development.

Reviving Punjab’s manufacturing
legacy
Punjab’s industrial strength has historical-
ly rested on its vibrant MSME-driven man-
ufacturing ecosystem of over two lakh
units. Cities such as Ludhiana, Jalandhar,
Amritsar, Hoshiarpur, Batala, Mandi
Gobindgarh and Mohali have evolved into
major industrial hubs, producing bicycles,
textiles and hosiery, sports goods, machine
tools, auto components and agricultural
equipment.

For decades, these clusters served domes-
tic markets and exported globally, generat-

is a strategic effort to restore Punjab’s confidence as a manufacturing powerhouse

REDUCING THE
ELIGIBILITY
THRESHOLD FOR
THE EMPLOYMENT
GENERATION
SUBSIDY TO AN
INVESTMENT OF
%25 CRORE AND 50
WORKERS-FROM
THE EARLIER
THRESHOLD OF
%250 CRORE AND
1,000 EMPLOYEES-
BROADENS THE
INCENTIVE
FRAMEWORK FOR
MSMES
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ing employment and prosperity across the
state. However, over the past two decades,
Punjab lost part of its industrial edge as
industries shifted to states with lower land
costs, stronger incentives, simpler compli-
ance systems and better infrastructure.

The new industrial policy aims to
reverse this trend by creating a more com-
petitive and investor-friendly ecosystem
that encourages new investment and
reinvestment by existing industries.

The policy identifies nine priority
sectors-food processing, sports goods, tex-
tiles and allied industries, agro-waste
processing, auto and auto components,
electronics and semiconductors, IT, elec-
tric vehicles, and defence and aerospace.
These sectors will receive an additional 25
per cent incentive, as will industries
located in border districts such as
Pathankot, Gurdaspur, Amritsar, Tarn
Taran, Ferozepur and Fazilka, as well as the

A flexible incentive framework

A key innovation of the industrial policy
is its investor-driven incentive architecture.
For the first time, investors can select from
20 incentive options and customise pack-
ages based on their sector, scale and oper-
ational cost structure.

This approach acknowledges a key
reality of modern industry: different
sectors require different types of support.

financial risk for investors.

jects.

able to investors.

The eligibility period for investors has
been extended from 7-10 years to 10-15
years, much longer than the typical five-
to-ten-year support period offered by

most states.

A pharmaceutical plant, an electric vehicle
manufacturer, a textile unit, or a data
centre operates under very different cost
structures and investment cycles.

The policy also introduces capital
subsidy for the first time in Punjab, allow-
ing the government to share part of the
upfront investment burden and reduce

Combined with incentives
that can reach up to 100 per
cent of Fixed Capital Investment,
this framework improves the
financial viability of large pro-

Long-Term policy stability

Another important reform is the contin-
uation of exemptions on SGST, stamp duty,
electricity duty and the employment gen-
eration subsidy, which were earlier avail-

Such long-term policy assurance is
crucial for capital-intensive sectors such
as semiconductors, pharmaceuticals and
data centres, where investments take
years to mature and returns are realised
gradually. By aligning incentives with
the lifecycle of these projects, Punjab offers

and improve productivity.

tive framework for MSMEs.

the policy stability and financial pre-
dictability that global investors value
when choosing investment destinations.

Strengthening existing industry

While many industrial policies focus pri-
marily on attracting new investors,
Punjab’s policy recognises the critical
role of existing industries that have sus-
= tained the state’s manufac-
- turing base for decades.

@bté]lﬁll“l’ Modernisation, machin-
4MEYIM ery upgrades, capacity
expansion and new produc-

tion lines by existing manufacturers will
now qualify for incentives, placing them
on equal footing with new investors.
This reform is significant for traditional
industrial clusters such as Ludhiana,
Jalandhar and Mandi Gobindgarh, where
thousands of small and medium manufac-
turers are striving to upgrade technology

Reducing the eligibility threshold for the
Employment Generation Subsidy to an
investment of 25 crore and 50 workers-
from the earlier threshold of ¥250 crore
and 1,000 employees-broadens the incen-

Eligible firms will receive wage support
0f 3,000 per month per male employee
and 34,000 per month for women, SC, ST
and differently-abled employees. In indus-
trial towns where firms typically employ

FIRST
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25-50 workers, this reform could lead to
increased reinvestment and job creation.

Incentivising Sustainability and
Compliance

Another progressive reform is the
expanded definition of Fixed Capital
Investment, which now includes invest-
ments in land, labour, housing, research
and development facilities, effluent treat-
ment plants, sewage treatment plants and
Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) systems.

The policy also introduces capital sub-
sidies of up to 10 crore for ZLD systems
and 7.5 crore for switching to paddy-
straw-based boilers. By recognising these
investments within the incentive base, the
policy rewards companies for building
environmentally compliant and sustain-
able industrial infrastructure.

This provision will benefit sectors such
as textile dyeing units in Ludhiana and
leather tanneries in Jalandhar, which
must invest heavily in pollution-control
and effluent-treatment systems. By sup-
porting compliance-driven investments,
the policy promotes responsible industri-
al growth and strengthens environmen-
tal sustainability.

Complementing these initiatives are
reforms in labour regulations, such as per-
mitting night shifts for women, along with
streamlined building approvals and ease-
of-doing-business measures, all aimed at
reducing procedural delays and improv-
ing investor confidence.

The road ahead

Punjab’s entrepreneurial culture has
always been one of its greatest strengths.
Together with the country’s lowest indus-
trial power tariff, the Industrial & Business
Development Policy 2026 is more than just
another policy announcement; it is a
strategic effort to restore Punjab’s confi-
dence as a manufacturing powerhouse.

However, the success of this policy will
depend on effective implementation and
continued governance reforms. Investors
judge states not only by policy announce-
ments but also by the efficiency of
approvals, the transparency of compliance
systems and the reliability of
infrastructure.

Backed by strong governance, digital
single-window approvals within 45 days
and self-certification frameworks, the
policy could transform Punjab into an
engine of industrial growth, exports and
large-scale employment generation, secur-
ing a more prosperous economic future
for the next generation.

Nepal’s youthquake: Dawn or dust?

MAHENDRA
KUMAR SINGH

For decades, the story of Nepali politics was
written in the same tired ink: the same familiar
faces, the same broken promises, and a debili-
tating churn of coalition governments. Power has
circulated within a limited political elite, creat-
ing a growing disconnect between political
leadership and public expectations.

But on 5 March 2026, the voters of the
Himalayan nation didn’t just cast their ballots; they
began to write a completely new chapter. The
general elections have delivered a decisive
verdict, and its echoes will be felt far beyond the
valleys of Kathmandu.

The sweeping victory of the political newbie
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) and the meteoric
rise of its leader, Balen Shah, signal nothing less
than a generational coup d’état. At just 35, Shah,
aformer rapper and social media phenomenon,
has done the unthinkable: he defeated the
indomitable K. P. Sharma Oli, a titan of the old
guard, in his own constituency.

The tremors were felt long before March. The
election was the inevitable climax of the
September 2025 Generation-Z protests, a digital-
age uprising that quickly engulfed the nation in
awildfire of rage against nepotism,

are prioritising governance, transparency, employ-
ment, and development over narrow identity pol-
itics. But when the euphoria fades, the hard reality
of governing sets in. Can a party of novices, born
from protest, transform into a vehicle of progress?
The challenges are staggering: a remittance-
dependent economy, chronic unemployment, a
failed party system, and a bureaucracy built to
resist reform.

In Nepal, remittance inflows have surged to
record levels, reaching Rs 201.22 billion in a single
month and growing 39.1 per cent in the first half
of the current fiscal year, yet this windfall masks
deeper structural failures. The economy remains
heavily dependent on money sent home by
migrant workers, now accounting for more
than 25 per cent of GDP, while

corruption, and systemic decay.
They forced then PM Oli out and
paved the way for an interim gov-
ernment, proving that the streets
could dictate the agenda for the halls of power.

The RSP’s success is a direct pipeline from those
protests to Parliament. They captured the very
aspiration of a Nepal that is young, connected,
and fiercely impatient. Their campaign was a mas-
terclass in modern political contest, fought not
with the rusty weapons of dynastic patronage,
but with the sharp tools of social media, digital
outreach, and a promise of radical transparen-
cy. The party received strong support in urban
areas, particularly in the Kathmandu Valley,
and among young voters. It is clear that the expec-
tations of a rapidly changing urban society are
increasingly different from those represented by
traditional political structures.

This verdict delivers a stinging rebuke to the
traditional parties like the Nepali Congress, NCP,
and the UML that have treated the nation as their
personal fiefdom for far too long. It also signals
a challenge to the identity-based politics that has
long shaped Nepal’s political landscape, partic-
ularly in the Madhesh-Tarai region. For years,
regional parties mobilised voters around ethnic
grievances. But this election suggests a shift: a
growing section of voters, especially the youth,
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domestic job creation stagnates.
Nearly five lakh youth enter the
labour market annually, but only
about 10 per cent find formal
employment. Unemployment among young
people exceeds 20 per cent, forcing thousands
to seek work abroad-over 200,000 leftin just the
first quarter of this fiscal year. Meanwhile, indus-
try contributes barely 12.8 per cent to GDP, reflect-
ing limited industrial developmentand a narrow
economic base. If the new government fails to
take concrete steps to address these problems,
public enthusiasm could quickly turn into disap-
pointment. Political stability remains elusive. In
the last eighteen years, Nepal has seen nearly four-
teen governments. Coalition infighting, ideolog-
ical clashes, and leadership rivalries have long crip-
pled governance.

Even though the RSP has gained strong public
support, the new leadership will face tough resis-
tance from traditional power elites who have
deep roots in the army and civil administration.
Managing the complexities of governance will be
aserious test. The party must now prove itself as
a responsible governing force.

Nepal’s new leadership must navigate treach-
erous geopolitical rapids, balancing deep ties with
India against China’s gravitational pull, while a
growing American presence adds complexity.

India remains Nepal’s most consequential
neighbour, accounting for nearly two-thirds of
trade and the sole fuel supply. But New Delhi has
adopted “managed pragmatism”, focusing on
hydropower and connectivity rather than
demanding exclusive dominance.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s congratulations
were more than diplomatic courtesy; they were
recognition of a new, unpredictable variable in
a critical neighbour. For India, a stable Kathmandu
is non-negotiable, but stability is no longer
guaranteed by cosy ties with a familiar few.

India-Nepal cooperation has deepened across
multiple fronts. In connectivity, projects like the
Jayanagar-Kurtha Railway and the proposed
Raxaul-Kathmandu line, alongside Integrated
Check Posts, have improved cross-border trade.
Energy partnership has emerged as a cornerstone-
with Indian firms developing major hydropow-
er projects (Arun IlI, Upper Karnali) and cross-
border transmission lines, while recent long-term
power trade agreements signal deepening inte-
gration. The Motihari-Amlekhganj Petroleum
Pipeline now facilitates efficient fuel supply.
Digitally, UPI’s integration with Nepal’s payment
systems reflects broadening economic ties.

China’s engagement under the Belt and Road
Initiative includes ambitious proposals like a rail
link from Tibet to Kathmandu. For Beijing, cross-
border connectivity is a strategic imperative tied
to stability in Tibet. The US has emerged as a sig-
nificant player with over $1 billion in development
assistance. Japan and multilateral institutions are
also active, reflecting Nepal’s transformation from
a “buffer state” into a zone of “strategic density”,
where multiple powers compete and cooperate
simultaneously. For the new government in
Kathmandu, the challenge is maintaining a
hedging strategy, extracting benefits from all sides
while preserving non-alignment. This will be the
first major test of its diplomatic skills and ability
to balance competing interests.

Balen Shah and the RSP have inherited a
nation’s hope, but also its simmering rage. If they
fail to deliver, if their promises of transparency
and anti-corruption get tangled in the red tape
they vowed to cut, the very youth who carried
them to power will be the first to turn against
them. The cycle of disillusionment could spin
faster than ever before.

Nepal once again stands at an important
turning pointin its democratic history. The 2026
elections have not just opened a new chapter;
they have thrown the old book out of the
window. Whether this leads to a renaissance of
accountable governance or descends into the
chaos of unmet expectations is the question that
now hangs in the balance. Every political new-
comer arrives promising to bend the arc of history.
The test is whether history bends them first.
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A cultural bridge in need
of protection

RAMESH
DAVESAR

Urdu, aka Spoken Hindustani — the common
man’s language, has been the prominent vernac-
ular bridge connecting various regions of Greater
India since its inception over seven millennia ago.
Also known as “Khadi Boli”, initially confined to
Delhi and the adjoining areas of the erstwhile
Central Province, it subsequently spread to other
parts, extending up to the North West Frontier
Province (NWFP), which brought the socio-polit-
ical renaissance in the region. Despite its wide-
spread contributions, and amongst the 22 consti-
tutionally recognised languages, Urdu is standing
at an existential crossroads, struggling for its
revival. Urdu’s advent goes back to the 13th century
CE; there were primarily two contrasting mor-
phemes in use: Sanskrit, predominantly Hindi
written in Devanagari, and Persian, written in the
Perso-Arabic script. Incidentally, Sufism had also
made its mark in India around this period. Bereft
of any common means of communication, and
with the absence of a simple connect with the
masses, it was found wanting in spreading their
godly paeans among the public. It

Similarly, we can ill afford to ignore the schol-
arly contributions of the Urdu literati in forging
interfaith bonhomie among the masses. A number
ofreligious scriptures were cross-translated into
and from Urdu. For instance, Prof. Dil Mohd of
Lahore, in 1940, was felicitated for translating the
Holy Gita, the Gayatri Mantra, the Japji Sahib, and
the Sukhmani Sahib into Urdu. Urdu’s flourishing
stride continued after independence primarily
because of its widespread vernacular base and the
voluntary support of various literary bodies.

Everything appeared hunky-dory till some
“socio-political” overtures started aligning Urdu
with a particular community and region. It result-
ed in shrinking its vernacular base. Somewhere
around this period, robust movements to promote
Hindi were launched by the government and other
agencies; their cumulative manifestation result-
ed in substantial attrition of various regional lan-
guages, including Urdu, which perhaps suffered
the most. The atrophic trend prompted
Khushwant Singh who, in 1975, while addressing
a seminar, had prophesied that “Urdu would
become a dying language”. We must remember
that Urdu is our “Scheduled Language”, and further
buttressed by the Supreme Court Ruling of Apr
2025 affirmed that “ the Urdu born and flourished
inIndia is an integral part of our shared culture”,
it thus becomes incumbent on us to safeguard its
solemn heritage.

Foremost, the Urdu clerisy, acting as the “van-
guard”, should harness all academic and institu-
tional resources, bring in awareness, and promote
Urdu by sharing their literary and poetic repertoire
among the youth. Urdu cultural

was the Sufi saint Amir Khusro who,
by combining the old Hindi language
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(Braj Bhasha) and Persian, came out
with a new lexicon - the “Rekhta”
(hybrid), later named “Zuban-e-Ordu” - Urdu.
Coupled with its colloquial vernacular, symbiot-
ic grammar, and the poetic content of Persian
already in use in North Indian languages, e.g.
Punjabi, it crossed all religious barriers and
became the “lingua franca” of the regions. During
British rule, it further attained wider status by
becoming the official language of the courts.

All through, Urdu’s contributions in integrating
the “religio-social-political fibre” of our country
were monumental. During the freedom struggle,
Urdu journalism played an importantrole in gen-
erating the spirit of freedom among the masses.
Of these, the first Urdu daily of North India and
the third in India - “The Daily Urdu Akhbar”,
launched in 1837 from Delhi - had not only
played a crucial role in 1857 but also continued its
aggressive participation throughout the indepen-
dence movement. Its editor, Maulvi Muhammad
Baqir, was publicly executed in September 1857
for his untiring crusade against British rule. In
Punjab, Lala Lajpat Rai, in order to inveigle pro-
independence sentiments and mobilise the
masses, also launched an Urdu daily, “The Bande
(Vande) Mataram”, from Lahore.

)

centres affiliated with selected
universities and educational insti-
tutes should be set up.
Interestingly, Maharashtra, in order
to promote Urdu among the youth, launched a
state-level annual Urdu carnival in January 2025
at Kolhapur. We need more such emulative ini-
tiatives from other states and NGOs as well.

As of now, just seven out of the 28 states and
eight Union Territories (UTs) have Urdu as the
second language in academic curricula. The
National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language
(NCPUL) was set up under the Ministry of Education
in 1996 to develop and propagate the Urdu lan-
guage, including Arabic and Persian, in the
country. The National Institute of Electronics and
Information Technology (NIELIT), with 887 centres
nationwide, should include Urdu in its curricula.
The recommendations of the Gujral Committee
0f1979 to promote Urdu in education and social
and cultural fields should be re-examined in the
present context. Our electronic media needs to
be exceptionally linear in promoting “Spoken
Hindustani”.
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OILY-SLICK WORDS

Although there is extreme madness and mayhem,
oil prices, like in the case of other assets, general-
ly gyrate during crises due to macro factors, and sen-
timents. But as oil zoomed by 40-50 per cent in a
matter of days, slumped by a quarter in 24 hours,
and jumped back again by 17-18 per cent in another
24 hours, neither of the two factors fully explain the
yo-yos. The volatile ups and downs, for no reason
whatsoever, without any warnings, and not due to
renewed attacks, have amazed experts and analysts.
But, as one media report indicates, the movements
are not because of economic reasons, or emotions,
but due to the war of words. Each syllable, sentence,
phrase, or even a hint that may be wrong assumed
seems to impact the oil prices violently. “Prices are
rising and falling... on words and threats, and their
credibility....”

First, the high decibel levels and war cries crazed
the oil markets. Then came the calming words from
the US President Donald Trump, who said that the
war would end soon. It soothed the markets.
Later, the Iranian missiles made a lot of noise, and
randomly attacked the US and other civilian targets
across the Middle East. Oil went mad. This is partly
because no one seems to be speaking the truth. The
investors know it but hopefully and optimistically
take the world leaders at face value, only to be dis-
tracted and distraught by another voice. “The
result is a volatile market that seems increasingly
guided by claims to influence the flow of oil; the
more credible a claim appears to be, the more atten-
tive oil prices are to it,” stated the report. Words,
and phrases seem to have a way with the fluctu-
ating oil prices.

Of course, the sentences
and claims seemed to carry

more weight for obvious “PRICES
reasons. For example, when

Iran confidently announced ARE RISING
that it had effectively closed AND FALLING...
the Strait of Hormuz, and ON WORDS
any oil tanker that passes AND THREATS,
through it does so .danger- AND THEIR
ously, the world listened. CREDIBILITY....”

The Strait accounts for a
third of the crude oil sup-
plies, especially to large con-
sumers such as India, China,
Japan, and South Korea in Asia. The insurers and cap-
tains of the tankers backed off, and refused to either
provide a safety cover, and undertake the transport
perils. Coming after Qatar declared force majeure,
and shut down its LNG production, it was impera-
tive for global oil prices to crash through the roof.
They did, as they zoomed from $80-plus per
barrel to nearly $120. In the past few days, Iran
showed that it had no qualms to attack military,
civilian, and part-military targets in the Middle East.
Now, it claims that the offices of the tech giants, who
help militaries and defence contractors are fair
game for its missiles and drone-related attacks.
Nothing is safe.

When Trump confidently pronounced that the
war was almost over since the US had accomplished
its motives, and there was nothing left in Iran to
attack, the world listened. “Any time I want it to end,
it will end.” Which is true because it started when
he wanted it to begin. When the G-7 met, and stated
that it would release oil from the emergency and
strategic reserves, the traders were up
on their feet. This was despite Trump’s counter that
he would not touch the American reserves as there
was no need to do so. He maintained that there was
enough oil that was sloshing around. By now, the
Russian oil came back into the equation, and
there were speculations that even Europe may buy
from it, after India readily agreed to do so. Indeed,
ironically, the Russian oil was priced at $4-5 higher
than the global prices.

But Iran did not relent. Its attacks continued. More
energy assets in the Middle East and adjoining areas
were destroyed, and came under threat. Even as
some nations like India contended that a few ships
sailed through the Strait of Hormuz, several fuel
tankers were struck by boats loaded with explosives
in the Iraq waters. Iran, which finessed its smug-
gling routes during years of western sanctions to
earn illegal revenues, knew the routes better than
the others. It knew where to attack, and when, and
when this became apparent, the oil traders lost their
nerves, yet again. So, when Iran claimed that the
US and the world need to be ready for an oil price
of $200 a barrel, the "words carried weight because
they were accompanied by action. Tankers, oil wells,
and storages and ports were attacked... and ship-
ping slowed through the Hormuz. Suddenly, the
earlier narrative of a nearly-finished war looked less
convincing.” Oil was back at $100.

According to media commentaries, despite its
initial spike in the first few days, which were due
to logical reasons, oil began to listen to Trump, G-
7, and the powerful International Energy Agency.
They promised assistance in the form of extra insur-
ance, extra oil, and extra assurances of a short war.
But as the day went on, oil began to listen to the
adversaries, whose counters were louder, as loud
as their missiles.
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War-linked paradox of incentives

Those who can end the tensions may be the biggest gainers

One of the worst truths, which is both intuitive,
and sometimes counterintuitive, is that there are
invariably some corporate victors, which earn
super profits, and many failures, which end up
in extreme pain, even if only for a few months
oryears. A new research study, which dubs this
phenomenon a “paradox of incentives,” looks at
the firms that get the “windfalls,” and others that
lie in shambles. As most asset classes disintegrate
in the ongoing Iran war, apart from perhaps the
dollar, a few other currencies, and treasury bonds
and, of course, oil and gas, it is crucial to under-
stand how its spoils will be divided.

Itis easy to identify some of the winners, which
include defence firms, especially in the US and
Europe, and the owners of the global oil and gas
reserves, if these giants are unable to sell
enough quantities. But there are some that
remain invisible, or partly-hidden. These include
the tech firms, especially those related to arti-
ficial intelligence (Al), and especially in the
modern war context. Apart from the business
gainers, there are the political beneficiaries
across the globe. War, disruptions, tensions, vio-
lence, and chaos help some leaders who are
under pressure for various reasons, and wish to
distract attention.

According to the research, “On Wall Street,
defence stocks including Lockheed Martin,
Northrop Grumman, and RTX rose between four
per cent and six per cent on the first day of the
(US-Israel) missile strikes (on Iran). The three
firms’ combined shareholder gain on that one
day was $25-30 billion. In Israel, Elbit Systems
briefly became the country’s most valuable listed
company, with its shares up 45 per cent since
January (2026). In Europe and the UK, defence
stocks surged against a falling FTSE 100 (the UK

stock exchange index).” The London-based BAE
Systems surged six per cent on the first day.

In India, the situation is slightly different from
what the “paradox of incentives” hints at.
According to Al-generated search, “Indian
defence stocks experienced high volatility, ini-
tially surging by up to 13.5 per cent in early March
2026 due to the escalating Iran-Israel tensions,
before experiencing a correction due to profit-
booking.” This is because unlike the defence firms
in the US and Israel (and even Europe), Indians
are not directly involved in the war,
and may not gain immediate tangi-
ble benefits. It was logical for the
savvy institutional and high
net-worth persons to sell at the
new highs.

However, when the war effects were more
direct, as during Operation Sindoor and last year’s
India-Pakistan conflict for a few days, the scenario
was different. “Indian defence stocks experienced
amassive, rapid surge during and after Operation
Sindoor (initiated May 7, 2025), with the sector
outperforming broader markets by 9x, and
some stocks rising 72 per cent within weeks.
Driven by the success of indigenous systems and
expectations of new orders, key stocks such as
HAL, BEL, and Cochin Shipyard saw significant
gains, adding Rs 1.18 lakh crore to investor
wealth,” stated another Al-linked search.

In both the wars, Iran-Israel-US and India-
Pakistan, tech played a crucial part, and cyber-
war constituted a critical component. In the case
of India, drones, intelligent missiles, and defence
platforms were important. Both the US and Israel,
as well as Iran, rely on Al-driven weapons to
launch long-distance strikes on key assets. This
explains tech stocks, especially in the US, did not

suffer much despite the decimation across the
global stock markets. The Nasdaq did not
tumble, and the wealth of the tech billionaires
seemed intact despite the falls. In contrast, Indian
tech seems destroyed because it is largely
unprepared for the Al onslaught in the future.

Oil nations will gain, as the global crude prices
cross the $100 mark for the second time, and
some pessimists predict oil @ $200 per barrel.
The US may benefit as Europe buys more of its
output, as it did after the Russia-Ukraine war, and

a large consumer like India, which
relied on Russian crude earlier, spins
towards America. “For the Gulf pet-
rostates, the picture is nuanced,”
states the new research. Saudi Arabia
and the UAE face real costs but their
exposure to the Strait of Hormuz is lower than
Kuwait, Qatar, and Iraq. Russia, whose oil now
sells at a premium to the global prices, will find
legitimate buyers in India and China.

A counterintuitive trend to the oil beneficia-
ries is that the high global prices suddenly make
drilling in difficult areas more lucrative. Shale gas,
with its large reserves in the US, may get a huge
boost. At the same time, the oil crisis propels
nations to seek greater refuge in renewables. In
practice, things may be different. As was evident
after the Russia-Ukraine war, Europe turned more
towards not just fossil fuels, but even worse, coal.
Old coal-based plants that were shut down were
suddenly revived. As the new research states, the
transition to renewables may slow down due to
more attention on oil and gas.

“Wars may also be good for incumbent politi-
cians in the short term. Before the (Iran) strikes,
the fallout from the release of the Epstein files
was reverberating globally.... Within hours of the
first strikes, web searches for the Epstein files col-
lapsed,” explains the new research. In Iran, the
earlier western sanctions, and ongoing war,
which aims to destroy the existing power struc-
tures, may bolster it. Due to sanctions, the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, the elite military
faction, ended up with control over oil assets,
engineering, telecom, and construction.
Now, in the aftermath of war, it may expand
its dominance.

There can be social consequences. In Iran,
several sections of the population showed
elation after the initial strikes, and death of the
supreme religious leader. But after the son took
over, and the Shias and Sunnis across the world
came together, possibly for the first time since
their estrangement 1,500 years ago, the dynam-
ics have changed. The Muslim or Islamic world,
which was ridden by factions on both sides, may
informally unite, even if for a brief period. This
may decimate most of the war-related plans
hatched by the western leaders.

Hence, if one looks at the emerging overall
picture, the “paradox of incentives” runs deeper
than what is visible. “What makes this (Middle
East) crisis particularly hard to resolve is the
paradox (of incentives) at its heart: The actors
best placed to end it are those with the most to
gain from its continuation,” concludes the
new research.

There were many who felt, and some

seemed convinced, that Donald Trump would
back down after the Supreme Court culled his
so-called ‘emergency’ trade powers. But
even then, there were a few sceptics, even as
his loyalists maintained that the US president
would never give up on trade tariffs. The latter
proved right. Immediately after the Court
order, the US imposed a 10 per cent tariff
under a clause in the trade Act, and
threatened to hike it to 15 per cent. Now, the
US has launched an umbrella investigation
against 16 nations, including India, related to
Section 301 of a law that deals with unfair
trade practices.

By this Summer, says Jameison Greer, US
Trade Representative, several nations such as
India, China, Japan, and the European Union
(EU) may face new tariffs under the section’s
investigations. Later, more nations will come
into the fold, which may include Taiwan,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore, and Norway.
Hence, the list includes friends and foes, and
part-friends like India. There are many like
Japan and the EU, which wish to renegotiate
bilateral trade deals after the Court order, and
India, which wants to go beyond the agreed
trade framework. Tariffs under this law may
be beyond legal scrutiny.

“So, these investigations will focus on
economies that we have evidence, (and)
appear to exhibit structural excess capacity
and production in various manufacturing
sectors, such as through larger persistent
trade surpluses or underutilised and unused
capacity,” Greer explains. Hence, the probe
will examine the larger economic issues such
as trade surpluses, government subsidies,
lower wages, inadequate standards, and
lending and currency practices. In effect, the
US will determine if these nations use policy
and financial measures to help their firms to
export goods to America unfairly, and cheaply.
As per the Section 301, the US can follow due
procedure, and impose new tariffs.

The timing is crucial. After the Supreme
Court order, Trump imposed the 10 per cent
tariff under a trade Act, which is applicable
for 150 days, after which he needs it to be rat-
ified by the Congress. The deadline expires
in July this year. However, ever since the
beginning of his second tenure, the president
does not wish to do this, and wants to
unilaterally and personally determine the
trade and tariff policies. He will use Section
301 to fast-track the investigations to com-
plete them by July, at least against some
nations, and impose new tariffs to replace
the 10 per cent ones. He will thus maintain
a continuity.

According to Greer, and other US officials,

Trump’s new trade tariff thrusts
Heisin no mood to heed the Qupreme Court, or seek Congress help

the current investigations will move at break-
neck speed. The public comments and feed-
back will be accepted by April 15, and hear-
ings will be scheduled in the first week of May.
In another two months or so, the results will
be out. Although one is not sure, the outcome
may lead to new tariffs, although the resis-
tance against Trump, within the
government, and among the
Republicans, is on therise. One is

not sure how the courts will inter-

pret it. They may insist on specif-

ic sector-specific investigations,

rather than omnibus ones on nations, and
national policies.

Section 301 was used before, even during
the first term. According to a media report,
it justified the imposition of a tariff of 25 per
cent on several Chinese imports since this
legal tool is “widely seen as more resilient to

court challenges” in the country. Even some

of the Indian products faced higher tariffs

under these investigations. Several months

ago, the US officials threatened India with 301

investigations against pharma exports, which

comprise a large portion of Indian exports.

At that time, the feeling was that the tariff

could be as high as 100-200 per

cent. Possibly then ongoing trade
negotiations dented the move.

Greer wants the 301 investiga-

tions to be extended to include

other macro factors. He feels a

new probe will cover 60 nations, and examine

a ban on foreign goods that are made with

forced labour. According to a media report,

this measure was used before. “The US has

already tightened restrictions on solar panels

and other products from China’s Xinjiang

province under the Uyghur Forced Labour

Protection Act signed by the former president,
Joe Biden. The new investigation could
expand similar actions to other countries,” the
report explained. Washington accuses Beijing
of using labour camps for ethnic Uyghurs and
other Muslim minorities to make goods.
Beijing denies it.

The extension of the 301-related probe to
labour-related issues is interesting. In the
Supreme Court order, which squashed the
president’s emergency powers to impose
tariffs or taxes, one of the major contentions
was that the law was never used by any pres-
ident in the 50 years of its existence. In the
case of the labour-related tariffs, ifimposed,
there is a clear precedent. The former pres-
ident used it a few years ago. No one
opposed it. In general Section 301 was used
quite extensively, although primarily on spe-
cific sectors, and not nations. Thus, Trump will
wriggle out of a major legal challenge.

Including India in the first batch of 16
nations for the Section 301 probe seems to be
tactical. New Delhi gladly signed a bilateral
trade framework with Washington, which
was to be finalised this month. However, after
the Supreme Court order, and the ongoing
Iran war, the situation has changed. India
hopes to renegotiate some of the clauses in
the framework, especially after the political
criticism at home. The US has warned that any
nation that wishes to do so will face another
tariff backlash. The threat under Section 301
is one of them. Indian pharma and Indian agri-
culture may face the brunt of the new taxes.

According to a media report, “India’s inclu-
sion reflects longstanding concerns in
Washington about certain trade policies
that are seen as limiting American access to
its markets. Issues often cited include relative-
ly high tariffs on some goods, rules on local
sourcing and data storage, regulations affect-
ing technology and digital services, and
price controls in sectors like pharmaceuticals.
While India has been negotiating trade
matters with the US for years, these policies
are viewed by American officials as potential
barriers to US businesses, making it a candi-
date for a Section 301 review.... While inclu-
sionin the probe does not mean immediate
penalties, it does place India under the
microscope, and creates a legal pathway for
potential trade actions in the future.” It
opens away to increase diplomatic pressure.
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China gslent on India’'s moveto ease FDI norms

KJM VARMA M Beijing

agency said India’s announce-

China has refrained from respond-
ing to India’s decision to ease
foreign direct investment norms
for countries sharing land borders
with it, while the Chinese business
called the move “partial” opening
up, with restrictions still in place

on large-scale investments.

New Delhi on Tuesday eased
foreign direct investment (FDI)
norms for China and other nations
sharing land borders with it, by
allowing overseas firms having up
to 10 per cent shareholder from
these nations to invest in India
without mandatory approval.

Earlier, overseas firms with
shareholders from these nations
owning even a single share had to
seek mandatory approval to
invest in India in any sector.
However, other conditions of FDI
norms, including sectoral caps
and entry routes, will apply to

these investments.

China’s state-run Xinhua news

nearly six years.

ment was seen as a major shift
in its FDI policy after a gap of

However, the Foreign Ministry
here has declined to comment on
it. Asked for his reaction to India’s
decision at a media briefing on
Wednesday, Chinese Foreign

spokesperson Guo Jiakun said

competent authorities.

the question should be referred to

China at present is grappling
with over-capacity of the number
of its manufactured goods, espe-
cially the new productive forces
like E-Vehicles and batteries,

which reached the saturation

related industries.

pointin the domestic market and
relied mostly on overseas
markets. Considering the size of
the Indian market, there are wider
expectations here of a broader
opening for EVs, batteries and

On Wednesday, Joint Secretary
in the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade Jai

Prakash Shivahare told reporters
in New Delhi, “All the restrictions
forinvestors from land bordering
countries (LBCs) are still applica-
ble. There is no relaxation so far
as entities or investors in LBCs are
concerned. This relaxation is only
for entities in non-LBCs and having
beneficial owners from LBCs
below 10 per cent and non-con-

trolling stake... so there are no
relaxations as far as investments
from LBCs are concerned.”
Reacting to India’s announce-
ment, Chinese experts and busi-
nesses told state-run Global Times
that China’s investment in sectors
such as solar energy and electron-
ics could potentially grow, bene-
fiting related sectors in India.

They called on the Indian
Government to further relax
investment curbs to cover more
sectors. Such moves, they noted,

would inject

China-India economic and trade
cooperation,
recovery in growth momentum

since 2024.

The Chamber of Chinese

Enterprises

adjustmentin India’s investment
policy toward China is a “partial
optimisation” rather than a
“comprehensive liberalisation,”

noting that

ments and those involving actual

control by

approval is

resenting a

remain unchanged and will con-
tinue to follow the previous
approval process.

However, the 60-day fast-track

sectors, primarily targeting areas
such as electronic components
and polysilicon, rather than rep-

across all industries, the Chamber

greater vitality into

which has seen a

in India said the

large-scale invest-

Chinese entities

limited to specific

broad relaxation

said in a statement to Global
Times. Chinese investments in
most other sectors will still face
rigorous scrutiny, it said, adding
that, furthermore, the actual
implementation and execution of
this policy adjustment remain
to be seen.

India is striving to develop its
mobile phone industry and other
key sectors, including semicon-
ductors, artificial intelligence (Al)
and new-energy vehicles. All these
industries rely heavily on Chinese
technical talent. Yet India’s
opening-up is by no means
comprehensive, it said.

India only opens areas it urgent-
ly needs, while keeping others
blocked. The Indian Government
is taking a pragmatic stance, a rep-
resentative of a Chinese enterprise
operating in India told the daily.

“This reflects a deeper dilemma:
On one hand, India remains wary
of Chinese capital and continues
to impose restrictions on it,
fearing it could gain too much

influence. On the other hand,
India urgently needs Chinese
technologies, driving its partial
opening-up.

“Such a contradictory approach
is reflected in its visa policy,
which has gradually shifted from
strict restrictions to targeted
relaxation,” the executive said.

Qian Feng, director of the
Research Department at Tsinghua
University’s National Strategy
Institute, said China-India rela-
tions have been on an improving
trajectory since the two national
leaders held a meeting in Kazan,
Russia, in 2024, and retaining
such an outdated policy runs
counter to the current progress in
bilateral political ties.

Qian told the daily that the pre-
vious policy targeting Chinese
investment severely hampered
the ‘Make in India’ initiative,
and claimed that the crackdowns
on Chinese capital ultimately
undermined
economic interests.

India’s own

(PTI)

FSSAI asks milk producers, vendors to compulsorily
register with it for running their businesses

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Food regulator FSSAI has
made it mandatory for all
milk producers, except
members of dairy cooperative
societies, and milk vendors to
obtain registration certificates
from it amid reports of adul-
teration in some parts of the
country.

The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) has issued an advisory
to state food commissioners
of all states and Union
Territories regarding manda-
tory registration/license
by milk producers (other
than members of dairy
cooperative societies) and
milk vendors.

The regulator pointed out
that certain milk producers

(who are not members of
dairy cooperative societies)
and milk vendors are operat-
ing without registering them-
selves or obtaining a license
for carrying out food business
activities.

“All milk producers (other
than those who are regis-
tered members of a dairy
cooperative society under the

Cooperative Societies Act and
supply or sell the entire milk
to the Society) and milk
vendors are hereby advised to
mandatorily register them-
selves with FSSAI, before
commencing or continuing
their operations,” the
regulator said.

“In view of recent incidents
involving suspected adulter-

ation of milk in all states/UTs,
strict compliance with regis-
tration/licensing requirements
shall be ensured,” FSSAI told
state food commissioners.

FSSAI also asked enforce-
ment authorities of the
central Government and
all states/UTs to direct the
concerned Designated
Officers/Central Licensing
Authorities and Food Safety
Officers to verify that all such
milk producers and milk
vendors possess a valid reg-
istration certificate or license,
as applicable.

The central regulator also
directed them to inspect milk
chillers (used by the milk pro-
ducer/milk vendors) periodi-
cally to ensure proper storage
temperature for preventing
spoilage and safeguarding
public health.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Exporters’ body FIEO on
Thursday urged the
Government to allocate LPG
and natural gas to export-ori-
ented manufacturing units
on a priority basis, as any
disruptions in the fuel
availability will create prob-
lems in maintaining
production schedules.
Federation of Indian
Export Organisations (FIEO)
President S C Ralhan said
that he has written a letterin
this regard to the commerce
and industry ministry.
“Manufacturing exporters
are facing issues. There is an
urgent need for priority allo-
cation of LPG/natural gas as
fuel for export-oriented units

(EOUs) and export-oriented

SMEs,” Ralhan said. The West
Asia crisis, triggered by the
launch of a joint attack by
the US and Israel on Iran, has
disrupted energy supplies
in several countries. The
Government has revised the
priority order for allocating
domestically produced
natural gas, placing LPG

production alongside CNG
and piped cooking gas at
the top.

He said that export-orient-
ed manufacturing units are
operating in a highly com-
petitive global environment
and are constantly compet-
ing with suppliers from
countries such as China and

Exporters seek priority allocation of LPG, natural
gas for export-oriented manufacturing units

other East Asian economies.

Large global buyers follow
highly structured global
sourcing models and require
uninterrupted production
and timely deliveries from
their suppliers.

“In the event of disruption
in fuel availability, Indian
exporters are unable to
maintain production sched-
ules. Consequently, interna-
tional buyers are compelled
to shift their orders to com-
peting countries, particular-
ly China,” FIEO said in a com-
munication to the com-
merce ministry.

In this context, the avail-
ability of LPG/natural gas as
an industrial fuel is critical,
particularly for export-orient-
ed SMEs and EOUs that rely
on it for their manufacturing
processes, it added.

India begins probe on circumvention of countervailing duty on imports of saccharin

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

India has started a probe on
alleged circumvention of
countervailing duty imposed
on saccharin — used in a
range of industries such
as food, beverage and
pharma — imported from
China, according to a
notification.

The investigation was
started by the Directorate
General of Trade Remedies
(DGTR), under the Commerce
Ministry, following a request
for the same by Swati Petro

Products and Blue Jet
Healthcare.

The applicants have
alleged that the existing
countervailing duties
imposed on the Chinese
imports are being
circumvented through the
rerouting of such shipments
from Thailand.

“They have alleged that
saccharin exported from
Thailand is not produced in
Thailand but is of Chinese
origin and merely routed
through Thailand to avoid
payment of countervailing
duty,” according to the noti-

fication. The applicants have
contended that there are no
genuine manufacturing facil-
ities for saccharin in Thailand.

The Ministry of Finance,
on February 25 last year,
imposed countervailing
duties on the product import-

ed from China. These duties
are still in force on imports
from China.

“On the basis of the appli-
cation filed by the appli-
cants... the authority hereby
initiates an anti-circumven-
tion investigation,” the DGTR
said in a notification.

If DGTR finds that the duty
is being circumvented by
Thailand, it would recom-
mend the extension of coun-
tervailing duty on Bangkok.
The finance ministry takes the
final decision to extend the
duty. Saccharin is used in a
variety of industries such as

food and beverage,
personal care products,
table top sweeteners, electro-
plating brighteners, and
pharmaceuticals.

The applicants have
requested to extend the exist-
ing countervailing duty on
imports from Thailand.

“The applicants have
alleged that the countervail-
ing duty imposed on imports
of Saccharin originating in or
exported from China PR
is being circumvented
through imports consigned
from Thailand,” according to
the notification.

Markets extend losses for 2nd day on soaring crude
prices, West Asia turmoil; Sensex tanks 800 pts

Retail inflation rises
to 3.21% in February
: Govt data

from 2.74%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

Retail inflation in the
country moved up to 3.21
per cent in February com-
pared to 2.74 per cent in the
preceding month, according
to the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) released on Thursday.

The inflation data is based
on the new CPI series with
base year 2024.

Food inflation in February
rose sequentially to 3.47
per cent from 2.13 per cent
in January, showed the data
released by the National
Statistics Office (NSO).

The majoritems that wit-
nessed a high pace of price

hike were ‘silver, gold,
diamond, platinum jew-
ellery’, coconut-copra,
tomato, and cauliflower.

On the other hand, there
was disinflation in garlic,
onion, potato, arhar,
and litchi.

Inflation rates for rural
and urban areas were at 3.37
per cent and 3.02 per cent,
respectively.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

Benchmark equity indices
ended with deep cuts on
Thursday, with the Sensex
tumbling over 800 points
amid a sharprise in crude oil
prices due to the heightening
crisis in West Asia.

Besides, sluggish global
market trends, weakness in
the rupee and persistent
foreign capital outflows also
rattled investors’ sentiment,
analysts said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
tanked 829.29 points, or 1.08
per cent, to settle at 76,034.42.
During the day, it plunged
992.53 points or 1.29 per cent
to 75,871.18.

Similarly, the 50-share NSE

Nifty fell 227.70 points, or
0.95 per cent, to close at
23,639.15. Mahindra &
Mahindra was the biggest
loser among the Sensex con-

stituents, dropping 4.23 per
cent, followed by Maruti,
Bajaj Finance, Larsen &
Toubro, UltraTech Cement
and Trent.

In contrast, NTPC, Power
Grid, Tech Mahindra, HCL
Tech and Reliance Industries
were the winners. Brent
crude, the global oil bench-
mark, jumped 4.78 per cent to
$96.47 per barrel.

“Geopolitical tensions in
the Middle East continue to
dampen global risk appetite,
as fresh attacks on oil-ship-
ping vessels have pushed
crude prices closer to USD 100
per barrel, intensifying con-
cerns over inflation and gas
supply constraints,” Vinod
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit
Investments Limited, said.

In Asian markets, South
Korea’s Kospi, Japan’s Nikkei
225, Shanghai’s SSE Composite
index and Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng index ended lower.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Mumbai

The rupee recovered from
record low levels and
settled with a loss of 16
paise at 92.17 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Thursday as global crude oil
prices stayed on an upward
trajectory amid the raging
war in West Asia.

A stronger greenback
and volatility in the domes-
tic equity markets further
weighed on the rupee,
which was already on a
weak footing in early trade
due to heavy foreign fund
outflows, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the local unit
opened at 92.25 but kept
slipping to touch its record
intra-day low against the
greenback at 92.36.

However, it recovered
some of its lost ground
and eventually settled at
92.17 (provisional), down
16 paise from its previous
close. The rupee previous-
ly recorded its lowest intra-
day low of 92.35 against the
greenback on March 9.

“The rupee declined,
hitting a record low of 92.36
on weak domestic markets
and rising crude oil prices.
A positive US dollar index
and FII outflows, too,
weighed on the rupee.

However, the rupee recov-

Rupee settles 16 paise
down at 92.17
against US dollar

ered on supposed inter-
vention by the RBIL,” Anuj
Choudhary, Research
Analyst, Mirae Asset
ShareKhan, said.

“We expect the rupee to
trade with a negative bias
on a surge in crude oil
prices and risk aversion in
the global markets amid
the ongoing geopolitical
tensions in the Middle East
as it entered the 13th day.
Continued FIl outflows may
further pressure the rupee,”
he said.

According to Choudhary,
the USD-INR spot price is
expected to trade in the
range of 291.70 to 392.40.
The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, was
trading 0.15 per cent higher
at99.38.

Parliamentary panel asks power ministry to expedite installation of smart meters

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

A parliamentary panel has
urged the power ministry to
undertake urgent measures
to accelerate installation of
smart metres in a structured
and time-bound manner.
The Eleventh Report of the
Committee on ‘Demands for
Grants (2026-27) of Ministry of
Power’ was tabled in
Parliament on Thursday.
The report said since the
pace of installation of smart
meters across the country has
been far below the envis-
aged targets, the ministry
should undertake urgent

measures to significantly
accelerate the rollout
of smart meters in a struc-
tured and time-bound
manner, with clearly defined
state-wise and utility-wise
milestones.

It noted that the
Government had set a target
of installation of 25 crore
smart meters in the country
by March 2025, against which
only 5.83 crore smart metres
have been installed till
February 15, 2026.

The committee observed
that although the rate of
installation of smart meters
in the country has increased
to about 1,35,000 per day, it

may still be insufficient to
bridge the large gap between
the specified target and cor-
responding achievements
within the revised timeline
i.e. up to March 2028.

Further, it noted that fre-
quent complaints are being
reported by consumers
across states regarding billing
inaccuracies, errors during
data migration, concerns

over data privacy, frequent
replacements of consumer
meters, etc. These issues have
the potential to erode con-
sumer confidence and under-
mine the very objectives of
smart metering as a tool for
reform, it pointed out.

The panel suggested that
robust mechanisms should
be putin place to address the
concerns of consumers and
stringent testing, certifica-
tion and quality assurance of
smart meters before installa-
tion should be ensured.

Moreover, it suggested that
a Quality Monitoring
Mechanism should be
devised to ensure account-

ability of Advanced Metering

Infrastructure Service
Providers and discoms in
this regard.

It also suggested that
discoms be directed to estab-
lish transparent and respon-
sive consumer grievance
mechanisms, including time-
bound resolution of billing
disputes and mandatory
installation of check meters,
in case of complaints.

It also recommended com-
prehensive and adequate
safeguards should be institut-
ed to ensure consumer data
privacy and cyber security of
the smart metering infra-
structure, including clear

guidelines on data owner-
ship, access, storage and
grievance redressal.

The panel noted that
Revamped Distribution
Sector Scheme (RDSS) aims to
reduce the AT&C losses to 12-
15 per cent and eliminate
the gap between Average
Cost of Supply and Average
Revenue Realized (ACS-ARR).

It observed that although
AT&C losses and gap between
ACS-ARR have shown promis-
ing trends, AT&C losses have
increased for Himachal
Pradesh, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Punjab and Telangana from
financial year 2020-21 to 2024-
25. Discoms in 16 States/UTs

have failed to achieve their
ATR&C loss targets for financial
year 2024-25 and the gap
between ACS-ARR has
widened for 11 discoms in 8
states during the same
period, it pointed out.

It noted that there have
been perceptible improve-
ments in AT&C losses and gap
between ACS-ARR at nation-
al level, but this improve-
ment is uneven across states
and utilities, which indicates
that structural inefficiencies
and inadequate implementa-
tion of reforms persist in
several states despite avail-
ability of financial support
under the RDSS.
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Court rejects

Imran plea

A high court in Pakistan
on Thursday rejected a
petition to shift jailed
former premier Imran
Khan to a private medical
hospital and ordered the
constitution of a team of
doctors to medically
examine him.Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf on March
2 filed the petition in
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) through lawyer Latif
Khosa to transfer Khan
from Adiala Jail,
Rawalpindi, to Shifa
International Hospital in
Islamabad for treatment
of his eyes. Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir and
Justice Khadim Hussain
Soomro heard the case.
Khosa presented his
arguments while
Islamabad Advocate
General Ayaz Shaukat
and Additional Attorney
General Rashid Hafeez
appeared on behalf of
the Government.

Indian envoy

meets officials

India’s Consulate General
in Shanghai Pratik Mathur
Thursday met Carrie Suen,
Vice President and Head
of Global Affairs and
Strategic Development of
AntGroup, and discussed
new opportunities

for collaboration in
various sectors. AntGroup
is one of China's

leading innovative
technology providers

in healthcare. The
discussion held in

the backdrop of India's
approval of easing
foreign direct investment
norms for China

on Tuesday.

India backs UNSC resolution condemning Iran attacks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M United Nations

India co-sponsored a resolu-
tion in the UN Security
Council that condemned the
“egregious” attacks by Iran
against Gulf Cooperation
Council countries and Jordan
and demanded immediate
cessation of all attacks by
Tehran while denouncing its
threats of closure of the Strait
of Hormuz.

The 15-nation Security
Council, currently under the
presidency of the United
States, adopted the resolu-
tion on Wednesday with 13
votes in favour, none against
and abstentions by veto-
wielding permanent
members China and Russia.
India cosponsored the
Bahrain-led resolution along

People inspect homes damaged by a projectile launched from Lebanon in Haniel central Israel AP

with over 130 nations, includ-
ing Australia, Austria,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Canada,
Egypt, France, Germany,
Greece, Italy, Japan, Kuwait,
Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar,
New Zealand, Norway, Oman,
Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Singapore, Spain, Ukraine,

United Arab Emirates, United
Kingdom, United States,
Yemen and Zambia.

The resolution, which had
a total of 135 co-sponsors, reit-
erated its strong support for
the territorial integrity, sover-
eignty and political indepen-
dence of Bahrain, Kuwait,

Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates
and Jordan.

It condemned in the
“strongest terms the egre-
gious attacks” by Iran against
the territories of Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab

Emirates and Jordan and
determined that such acts
constitute a breach of inter-
national law and are a serious
threat to international peace
and security.

The resolution demanded
immediate cessation of all
attacks by Iran against the GCC
countries and Jordan and that
Tehran “immediately and
unconditionally” cease from
any provocation or threats
to neighbouring states, includ-
ing the use of proxies.

It reaffirmed that the exer-
cise of navigational rights
and freedoms by merchant
and commercial vessels, in
accordance with internation-
al law, must be respected,
particularly around critical
maritime routes, and takes
note of the right of Member
States, in accordance with

international law, to “defend
their vessels from attacks
and provocations, including
those that undermine naviga-
tional rights and freedoms”.

The resolution condemned
any actions or threats by Iran
aimed at closing, obstructing,
or otherwise interfering with
international navigation
through the Strait of Hormuz,
or threatening maritime
security in the Bab Al Mandab.

The resolution further con-
demned that residential
areas were attacked, civilian
objects have been targeted
and that the attacks result-
ed in civilian casualties and
damage of civilian build-
ings; and expressed solidar-
ity with these countries and
their people.

It called upon Iran to
refrain immediately from

any actions or threats in
accordance with interna-
tional law. It called
upon Iran to comply fully
with its obligations under
international law, including
international humanitarian
law, particularly regarding
the protection of civilians
and civilian objects in
armed conflict.

US Representative to the
United Nations Ambassador
Mike Waltz said the adop-
tion of the resolution “is a
direct and unequivocal
statement from the Gulf
countries condemning the
brutality of the Iranian
regime, whose practice of
targeting civilians and civil-
ian infrastructure is repre-
hensible, and the entire
world is calling it out for
what it is”.

Bangladesh parliament mourns ex-PM Manmohan Singh and Khaleda Zia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W Dhaka

Bangladesh parliament on
Thursday condoled the deaths of
several national and internation-
al leaders, including former Indian
prime minister Manmohan Singh,
Bangladesh’s Khaleda Zia and slain
Iranian leader Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei. The maiden session of
the 13th parliament adopted a
motion to condole the deaths ini-
tially included 31 names, including
late Pope Francis and Matia
Chowdhury, a former parliamen-
tarian and leader of deposed
premier Sheikh Hasina’s Awami
League. However, after the main
opposition Jamaat-e-Islami insist-

ed, names of executed 1971 war
criminals, tried as hardened collab-
orators of Pakistani troops during
the country’s Liberation War, were
also included in it.

The motion also included names
of those killed during the July-
August mass protests that toppled
the Sheikh Hasina Governmentin
August 2024. The newly elected

speaker Hafiz Uddin Ahmed, a
veteran 1971 freedom fighter,
agreed to incorporate the names
of the executed war criminals as
Jamaat claimed the initial list of
names were “one sided.” The
motion with proposed expanded
list included Jamaat’s hanged
former chief Matiur Rahman
Nizami, its senior leaders Ali Ahsan

Mohammad Mujahid, Delwar
Hossain Sayeedi, Maulana Abdus
Subhan, Abdul Quader Mollah, Mir
Quasem Ali, and Muhammad
Kamaruzzaman.

Sayeedi, however, died in prison
while serving a prison term until
his death while Subhan died a
natural death.

A separate condolence propos-

al was raised for hanged
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
leader Salahuddin Qader
Chowdhury, who too was tried for
1971 war crimes siding with
Pakistani troops to prevent
Bangladesh’s 1971 independence.

BNP lawmaker and parliamen-
tary Chief Whip Nurul Islam Moni
endorsed the names.

Israel widens evacuation warning
to large area of southern Lebanon

Pakistan’s PM in Saudi for security talks

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
M Islamabad

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday left for a brief offi-
cial visit to Saudi Arabia with
Pakistan’s role coming under
scanner due to its defence
agreement with the kingdom.

The two countries signed a
mutual defence pact in
September last year with the
commitment to come to the
defence of each other in case
of attack by a third country. The
agreement was signed when
Israel had attacked Hamas

leaders in Qatar. However, the
situation changed after US
and Israel launched coordinat-
ed attacks on Iran and it hit
back but pounding targets in
the Gulf. There is a growing
unease if Pakistan would fulfill

its obligation towards
Saudi Arabia given its good
ties and geographical prox-
imity with Iran. Just a day
ago, PM’s Spokesperson for
Foreign Media Mosharraf
Zaidi said that Pakistan
would be there for Saudi

Arabia “before it is
needed”.

The prime minister is
undertaking the visit at the
invitation of Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, a statement
released by the Prime

Minister’s Office (PMO) said.

It added that the prime
minister will hold a
meeting with the Saudi
crown prince, during
which they will “exchange
views on the ongoing ten-
sions in the region, the
regional security situation
and bilateral relations
between the two coun-
tries.”

“This visit is highlighting
Pakistan’s positive role
in the diplomatic
arena, and Pakistan will
continue to play this role,”
the PMO said.

Separately, Foreign
Office spokesperson Tahir
Hussain Andrabi con-
firmed the visit during the
weekly briefing, saying the
prime minister had left
for a one-day trip to Saudi

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Dubai

Israel’s military has warned
residents of a large area of
southern Lebanon to
leave their homes, saying it
would act “forcefully”
against Hezbollah.

The Israeli military’s Arabic-
language spokesperson,
Avichay Adraee, said on X that
Lebanese residents should
move north of the Zahrani
River, which at its midpoint is
about 56 kilometres away

People fire live rounds into the air as a warning following Israeli airstrikes in
Dahiyeh, Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon AP

from the border with Israel.

Arabia. (PTI)

Over 800,000 people in
Lebanon have been displaced
over the past 10 days in the
latest conflict between Israel
and Hezbollah, part of the
wider Iran war. Meanwhile he

Israeli military says it is drop-
ping charges against five sol-
diers who were accused of
sexually abusing a Palestinian
detainee in an encounter
partially caught on camera.

The army announced the
decision in the high-profile
case at a time when much
of the country’s attention
is focused on the war
with Iran.
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The fallout of the “autopilot” war on India

BHASKAR
JYOTI
MAHANTA

The activation of Operation
Epic Fury and the subse-
quent death of Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei have redefined
the global geopolitical land-
scape. As the Middle East
descends into high-intensity
conflict, two critical narra-
tives have emerged, the ter-
rifying mechanical resilience
of Iran’s decentralised mili-
tary doctrine and the pro-
found, destabilizing impact
this automated warfare is
exerting on the Indian geo
pollitics and economy.

The resilience of the
Islamic Republicis currently
a matter of military architec-
ture rather than political
will. Following the 2003 fall
of Baghdad, Major General
Mohammad Ali Jafari
redesigned Iran’s defense
to be “indecapitatable.” In
2007, he restructured the
nation into 31 autonomous
provincial commands, each
equipped with precise stan-
dard operating procedures.
This system was specifically
designed for the scenario

that unfolded on February
28,2026. Under Article 110 of
Iran’s Constitution, only the
Supreme Leader holds the
authority to command or
rescind military orders.
With Khamenei dead and
his successor, Mojtaba
Khamenei, yet to fully assert
himself, there is no legal or
practicable off switch, yet.
Each of the 31 provinces pos-
sesses independent missile
and drone arsenals and pre-
delegated launch authority.
By utilizing a war of attri-
tion strategy, it remains sig-
nificantly cheaper for Iran to
launch low-cost drones than
for the US or Gulf partners to
intercept them with million-
dollar defense munitions.
For global actors, this
creates a diplomatic
vacuum. There is no single
headquarters to destroy to
end the campaign, and no
central negotiator who can
guarantee that all 31 com-
mands will honor a ceasefire.
This unpredictability has
paralysed the shipping
industry with seven
Protection and Indemnity
clubs have concluded that
the probability of all Iranian
commands honoring any
safety agreement is near
zero. For Indian shipping

firms, this means astronom-
ical insurance premiums and
a no-go designation for tra-
ditional trade routes, effec-
tively severing vital mar-
itime arteries. While the
kinetic warfare is contained
to the Middle East and sur-
rounding waters, the eco-
nomic fallout is hitting India
like many other countries in
the Gulf anf its neighbor-
hood. India’s proximity to
the conflict, its energy
dependencies, and its strate-
gic maritime interests have
placed it in a precarious
position.

The Strait of

Indian Rupee faces intense
depreciation pressure, com-
plicating the Reserve Bank of
India’s efforts to curb domes-
ticinflation. Furthermore, the
agricultural sector is particu-
larly vulnerable. Fertilizer pre-
cursors like ammonia and
urea, largely sourced from the
Gulf, are now subject to “war
risk” surcharges that could
exceed the cost of the com-
modities themselves. This
creates a terrifying prospect
for food security, as the cost
of cultivation skyrockets just
as the monsoon season
approaches, potentially trig-
gering a rural

Hormuz
remains the
world’s most
critical choke
point for energy. With Qatar
suspending liquid-natural-
gas (LNG) production, which
accounts for one-fifth of the
global supply, and crude oil
exports threatened, India
faces a dual shock of price
spikes and supply shortages.

The disruption of the
Persian Gulf corridors does
more than inflate fuel prices;
it threatens the fundamental
architecture of India’s
fiscal deficit.

With crude oil prices hov-
ering at record highs, the

™ ng a rura
abe ]wnm credit crisis. India’s
% traditional policy

E 1865 |

of Strategic
Autonomy is being
stress-tested. As New Delhi is
forced to provide security
escorts for its merchant
vessels in the Arabian Sea, it
is no longer a neutral observ-
erbut an active participantin
maritime policing.

This shift necessitates an
accelerated defense spend,
diverting funds from critical
infrastructure to naval expan-
sion, a long-term structural
cost of awar that has no clear
diplomatic exit. The naval
theater has moved danger-
ously close to Indian interests

following a US submarine
strike that torpedoed an
Iranian frigate off the Sri
Lankan coast.

The sunken vessel was in
the region for exercises
hosted by India, to which
the US was also invited. This
legally dubious sinking forces
New Delhi to navigate a razor-
thin line between its
Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partnership with
the US and its historical ties
with Tehran.

Consequently, the war is
forcing a permanent realign-
ment; the UAE has recently
signed a new defense pact
with New Delhi as Gulf
monarchies look toward
India as a stabilizing region-
al power and a provider of
security hardware.

Iran’s resilience is rooted in
amachine thatrefuses to stop
because it was never told
how. By decentralizing
command, Jafari ensured that
even a decapitated state
could continue to inflict pain.
For the Indian economy, the
cost is measured in the desta-
bilization of the Indian Ocean,
the complication of neutral
diplomacy, and a long-term
inflationary cycle.

As external bombardments
potentially trigger a rally

5 of family
Killed in mortar
shell explosion
in Pakistan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Peshawar

At least five members of a
family were killed after a
mortar shell exploded in a
residential area in Pakistan’s
restive northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province late
Wednesday night, police said

The tragic incident
occurred in Serri Kandao area
of Tirah Valley, Khyber district
bordering Afghanistan. The
five members of the family
died on the spot after the
mortar shell fired from an
unknown direction hit the
residential area.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Niaz Badshah, his two
sons, a nephew, and a
grandson.

KJM VARMA
M Beijing

China’s Parliament on
Thursday ended its much-
publicised annual session,
approving a host of laws,
including the new five-
year plan to halt the slow-
down of the country’s
economy, an enhanced
defence budget and the
controversial ethnic
law making Mandarin
compulsory for all
ethnic minorities.

The National People’s
Congress (NPC), often
termed the rubber-stamp
Parliament for its routine
endorsement of laws
approved by the ruling
Communist Party of China
(CPC), ended its annual
session in less than two
weeks. The NPC, along
with the top advisory body
- the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC) -
together with over 5,000
deputies, began their
annual sessions in the first

week of March. The two
sessions evoked interna-
tional attention as they
were held in the midst of
turmoil over the US-Iran
war and massive military
purges carried out by
Chinese President Xi
Jinping. Xi, 72, attended
the session of both Houses.

Earlier, in his speech to
over 240 deputies attend-
ing the two sessions, Xi,
who also heads the Central
Military Commission (CMC),
the overall high command
of the PLA and the
CPC, made an open call
to military officials to
increase political loyalty,
meaning following the
Party’s leadership.

This is Xi’s first meeting
after the removal of two
senior military officials,
including the highest-
ranking PLA General
Zhang Youxia, in January
which was regarded as a
major purge of the PLA in
recent history, sending
shock waves among
the rank. (PTI)

50 people killed as landslides sweep Ethiopia

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Addis Ababa

At least 50 people have died
and 125 others are missing
after landslides hit three dis-
tricts in southern Ethiopia fol-
lowing a week of heavy rains,
a local official said
on Thursday.

The landslides happened in
Gamo Zone and affected the
Gacho Baba District, Kamba
District and Bonke District,
according to Gamo Zone

higher ground as rains
continue.

“Given thatitis the rainy
season and these types of
disasters could happen
again, [ am calling on com-
munities living in the high-
lands and flood-prone areas
to take the necessary pre-
cautions,” he said.

Mudslides and floods
caused by heavy rainfall are
common in Ethiopia, espe-
cially during the rainy
season.

In July 2024, a deadly
mudslide caused by heavy
rain claimed the lives of
229 people in southern
Ethiopia.

China’s Parliament concludes annual
session, approves several new laws

Chinese President Xi Jinping applauds during the closing session of the
National People’s Congress (NPC) at the Great Hall in Beijing PTI

round the flag effect among
the Iranian populace, India
finds itself at the mercy of an
automated doctrine with no
one left to call off the strike.
With Iran now threatening
further sharing of pain points
of the conflict with the
American financial Institutions
in different countries, Trump
is bound to come under
domestic amd international
pressure to end the cam-
paign. The US and Israel
already have retracted from
their avowed objective of
regime change. Now is the
wait for some further intro-
spection for a rule based
international order.

The author is a former DGP Assam
and the General Secretary of the
Think tank-SHARE

South Korean lawmakers
approve $350 billion US deal

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Il Seoul

South Korean lawmakers on
Thursday passed a law to
implement a pledge of $350
billion in US investments
Seoul made last year to avoid
the Trump administration’s
highest tariffs. Government
officials had urged lawmakers
to quickly pass the contested
bill, submitted in November,
as uncertainty mounts for the
country’s trade-dependent

economy, already rattled by
President Donald Trump’s
protectionist swing and now
fearing the fallout from his
war on Iran. The bill's passage
came hours after the Trump
administration increased
pressure on trade partners by
opening a new investigation
into manufacturing in foreign
countries, including China and
US allies South Korea and
Japan, which could result in
new import taxes if US officials
see their practices as unfair.
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director of disaster response
Mesfin Manuqa.

Manuqa said that one
person was pulled out of the
mud alive during the rescue
operation.

The Gacho Baba District
communication chief, Abebe
Agena, said most of those
who died were found buried
in the mud. Itis not yet clear
how many households were
affected.

Tilahun Kebede, president
of the South Ethiopia
Regional State, expressed his
sorrow over the disaster and
urged residents to move to
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Indian Army conducts medical
camps in Bishnupur to mark
World Glaucoma Day

On the occasion of World Glaucoma Day, the Indian Army,
conducted a series of medical camps in the Bishnupur
District of Manipur on 11 & 12 March 2026 providing
essential healthcare services to the residents of remote
areas. Medical camps were organised at Wangusabal and
Hautak on 11 March, followed by Siden on 12 Mar 2026.
During the camps, the Army doctors provided medical
consultations, basic treatment and distributed essential
medicines to the residents.

The initiative witnessed an encouraging response, with
more than 500 villagers including women, children and
senior citizens from surrounding areas receiving the
healthcare services. During the camp special emphasis
was laid on spreading awareness about Glaucoma and
Eye Health, highlighting the importance of early
detection and timely care.

The camps also encourage the locals to participate in
an upcoming “Integrated Multi-Speciality Medical Camp”
scheduled to be organised at Ningthoukhong, Molphei
Tampak, Sendra, Leisang, Sawongbung and YKPI which
will offer expanded healthcare services to a larger section
of the community.

Nagaland assembly pushes
for Dimapur station upgrade

The 14th Nagaland
Legislative Assembly (NLA)
on Monday deliberated on
the pressing need to
modernise the Dimapur
Railway Station, with Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio calling
for an "amicable settlement”
to the long-standing land
disputes that threaten the
3283-crore project.

During the eighth session of the House, the Chief
Minister underscored the historical significance of the
station, which was inaugurated in 1903. Rio noted that
the station predates the very formation of Nagaland in
1963, pointing out that railway authorities had occupied
and measured the land decades before modern State-
specific constitutional land provisions were enacted.

Initiating the discussion, MLA Nuklutoshi criticised the
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) for its prolonged silence.
He questioned why the railway authorities failed to lodge
complaints as illegal constructions sprouted on railway
land over the years. Nuklutoshi suggested that the state
now faces three difficult paths: payment of compensation
for resettlement of the settlers, forceful eviction, or
shifting the railway station to an entirely new location.

Replying to the discussion, Minister for Health &
Family Welfare P Pawang Konyak informed the
House that the Centre has already earmarked
%283 crore for the upgrade.

He reminded the members that Dimapur remains the
second highest revenue-earning station in the Northeast,
highlighting its strategic importance.

Konyak confirmed that both the State department and
landowners have formally approached the Ministry of
Railways regarding compensation and are currently
awaiting a response. Chief Minister Rio cautioned that
while a constructive dialogue with Indian Railways is
essential, compensation demands must remain
reasonable. He observed that the situation was further
complicated by past administrative decisions that
regularised certain encroachments.

IRFC conducts ECB roadshow
in Taiwan and Hong Kong

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

In continuation to the ECB
Roadshows, a team of senior
delegation from Indian
Railway Finance Corporation
(IRFC) led by Executive
Director(HR) Mr Manish
Chandra, Chief General
Manager (Admin) Mr Shwet
Ketu Mishra and General
Manager (Finance) Mr Nav
Goel successfully concluded
a two-day ECB (External
Commercial Borrowing) road-
show in Taipei, Taiwan on
10th March 2026 and Hong
Kong on 11th March 2026.
The visit was aimed at
enhancing the access to
diversified pools of global
capital required for funding
the infrastructure growth
story of the country through
IRFC, which under its 2.0
version has diversified into
funding the infrastructure

projects having forward and
backward linkages with
the Railways. The visit com-
prised one-on-one
meetings with poten-
tial investors in Asia
Pacific region having
presence in Taipei and
Hong Kong. These road-
shows are also part of
the Company’s strategy
to broaden the lender base
and mobilising long-term
funds at competitive rates
and favourable terms, while
strategically diversifying
IRFC’s currency profile. During

the interactions, the delega-

tion highlighted IRFC’s foray

into funding the entire
railway ecosystem of
India following a
whole of Government
approach.

It was impressed
upon these prospec-
tive investors, with its
strong sovereign

linkages, NIL NPA status,
low operating costs and con-
sistent good track record,
IRFC is poised in financing
the India’s railway
infrastructure expansion

in the most competitive
manner. Investors shown
keen interest into the IRFC’s
recent diversification initia-
tives into high-quality PSU
and infrastructure exposures
beyond the Ministry of
Railways. Investors expressed
their satisfaction in IRFC’s
plan for expansion of its cus-
tomer base through the
current diversification strat-
egy which includes funding
for dedicated freight corri-
dors, Metro Rails, Ports etc
while balancing the same
with strong MoR linkages.

The roadshow was con-
ducted with the support of
Mandated Lead Arrangers
(MLAs), Sumitomo Mitsui
Banking Corporation (SMBC)
and Mitsubishi UF] Trust and
Banking Corporation (MUFG),
who facilitated structured
investor engagements
across the Taipei and
Hong Kong market.

Army flag off joint mountain cycling expedition

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Arunachal Pradesh

A Joint Mountain Cycling
Expedition of the Indian Army
and the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) was flagged off
from Aalo in Arunachal
Pradesh on 12 March 2026. The
initiative aims to promote
inter-force camaraderie,
endurance and the spirit of
adventure while operating
in the challenging terrain of
the Eastern Himalayas.

The 11-day expedition will
cover a total distance of
approximately 578 kilometres
across some of the most
demanding mountain routes
of Arunachal Pradesh.
Designed as a test of physical
endurance, mental resilience
and teamwork, the expedi-
tion seeks to strengthen pro-
fessional synergy and opera-

tional cooperation between
the Indian Army and ITBP
while traversing remote and
high-altitude regions.

The expedition is being
conducted in two phases.
Phase I, commencing on
12 March 2026, includes
the sectors Aalo - Kaying,
Kaying - Tato, Tato -
Menchuka and Menchuka -
Yorlung and back, followed by
an administrative halt at

Menchuka, covering a dis-
tance of approximately 250
kilometres. Phase Il will com-
mence on 19 March 2026
and includes the sectors
Menchuka - Tato, Tato -
Manigong, Manigong - Tato
followed by an administrative
halt at Tato and thereafter
Tato - Kaying and Kaying -
Aalo, covering approximate-
ly 328 kilometres. Traversing
narrow hill roads, steep

gradients, winding bends and
gravel tracks, the expedition
presents a demanding
test of stamina, discipline
and determination.

Besides its adventure and
endurance aspects, the initia-
tive serves as an important
exercise in coordination and
confidence-building between
the Indian Army and ITBP
operating in frontier areas.

The expedition reflects the
shared commitment of the
Indian Army and ITBP
towards strengthening
operational partnership, fos-
tering esprit de corps and
encouraging adventure-
based activities in remote
border regions.

It also highlights
the importance of
resilience, preparedness and
teamwork while operating in
challenging terrain.

Assam CM seed Capital for
5,155 women entrepreneurs

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M Guwahati

In a significant stride towards
fostering a self-reliant Assam,
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Thursday launched
the distribution of seed
capital under the Mukhya
Mantri Mahila Udyamita
Abhiyan (MMUA) to 5,155
women beneficiaries in
the Jalukbari Legislative
Assembly constituency.

Each recipient was pre-
sented with a cheque for
210,000 at a function held at
the Swahid Smarak Kshetra
in Boragaon.

With this latest distribu-
tion, the State Government
has successfully extended
entrepreneurship support to
over 2.93 million women
across 119 constituencies.
This initiative is part of a
broader vision to transform
women into “Lakhpati
Baideus,” with the
Government pledging subse-
quent instalments of¥25,000
and 50,000 based on the
successful utilisation of initial
funds, ultimately aiming for
an annual income of %1 lakh
per beneficiary.

During the event,
Sarma also unveiled seven
digital portals designed to
streamline and digitise
the Panchayat and Rural
Development Department.
These include the “Sewa
Setu” online trade license
system, an e-office system for
transparent digital file move-

ment, and the “Kaushal
Connect” mobile app, which
links skilled youth with local
household service require-
ments. Additionally, the Chief
Minister released a two-
volume compilation of his
speeches, covering 100 key
addresses delivered between
May 2024 and March 2026.

Addressing the gathering,
the Chief Minister empha-
sised that financial indepen-
dence for women is a
cornerstone of the state’s
economic mainstreaming.

He noted that beyond direct
funding, the Government is
committed to providing
essential training and
marketplace access.

In a major policy announce-
ment, Sarma declared that
50 per cent of shops in
upcoming Guwahati vending
zones, those situated under
flyovers, and units located in
front of Government offices
will be reserved exclusively
for women.

The event was attended
by Guwahati Municipal
Corporation Mayor
Mrigen Sarania, Additional
Chief Secretary B Kalyan
Chakravarty, Commissioner
of the Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
Keerthi Jalli, Mission Director
ASRLM Kuntal Moni Sarma
Bordoli, Guwahati Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Chinmoy Prakash Phukan,
host of other dignitaries and
women beneficiaries were
present on the occasion.

National Stock Exchange celebrates 30 years of Nifty 50

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

The National Stock Exchange of
India Ltd (NSE) celebrated 30 years
of the Nifty 50 Index, India’s flagship
equity benchmark and one of the
most widely tracked indices
globally. The milestone event was
held at NSE’s Exchange Plaza in
Mumbai and brought together
market leaders, representatives of
Nifty 50 companies, regulators and
participants from across India’s
capital markets ecosystem.

SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kanta
Pandey attended the event as the
Chief Guest, while writer and
strategic thinker S Gurumurthy, who
is also an Independent Director at
the Reserve Bank of India, was the
Distinguished Guest of Honour. They
were joined by NSE Chairman

Srinivas Injeti and MD & CEO
Ashishkumar Chauhan.

Addressing the gathering, Pandey
said that celebrating three decades of
the Nifty 50 was not merely marking
the history of an index but recognis-

ing the broader journey of India’s
capital markets and the institutions
that support them. He noted that over
the years the Nifty has become a
mirror of corporate India, a barome-
ter ofinvestor sentimentand a guide

to the direction of the markets.

Gurumurthy highlighted the
unique evolution of India’s financial
system, stating that the country’s
markets have developed through
strong institutions, effective
regulatory oversight and a culture
of prudence.

This combination, he said, has
helped create a framework
where growth and stability
coexist while strengthening
transparency, accountability and
investor protection.

Speaking on the occasion, NSE
Chairman Srinivas Injeti said the
Nifty 50 has evolved from a scientif-
ic index introduced in the mid-
1990s into a powerful symbol of
India’s economic momentum and
investor confidence. Chauhan added
that the index has played a transfor-
mative role in the development of

India’s derivatives market and
passive investment ecosystem,
including index funds and ETFs.

Launched on April 22, 1996, with
a base date of November 3,1995, the
Nifty 50 tracks the performance of
50 large and liquid companies across
key sectors of the Indian economy.
From November 1995 to February 27,
2026, the Nifty 50 Total Return Index
delivered a CAGR of 12.74 per cent,
while the Price Return Index
recorded 11.23 per cent.

As part of the celebrations, NSE
released a white paper titled “Nifty
50: Thirty Years of India’s Market
Evolution” and launched the book
Nifty Panorama by Urvish Kantharia.
Representatives of Nifty 50 compa-
nies and asset management compa-
nies were felicitated during the
event, which concluded with the
ceremonial ringing of the NSE bell.

ICRA installs solar power system at Deepalaya School

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

ICRA inaugurated a 12 kW
Solar Panel System at
Deepalaya Senior Secondary
School, Gusbethi, on March
10,2026, as part of its ongoing
commitment to fostering
education and environmental
sustainability through its
CSRinitiative.

The inauguration event
was presided over by Ramnath

Krishnan, Managing Director &
Group CEO, ICRA. Also in atten-
dance were Shri Amit Gupta,

General Counsel, ICRA; S
Shakeb Rahman, Company
Secretary & Compliance
Officer, ICRA; and Shreya
Bhattacharya, CSR &
Sustainability, ICRA.

ICRA’s leadership was
received by Adv Dr KC
George, CEO, Deepalaya,
alongside John Varughese,

Kuriyan Behanan, Dr Martin
Rao, Principal, Sudha
Rajamohan, Manager, as
well as the faculty and
staff of Deepalaya School,
Gusbethi. During the visit,
Mr Krishnan formally
unveiled the solar panel
system and engaged
with students benefiting
from ICRA’s education spon-
sorship programme. Mr
Krishnan commended
Deepalaya’s efforts in deliv-
ering quality education to
children from marginalised
communities in Nuh dis-
trict, Haryana, and conveyed
satisfaction upon observ-
ing the tangible impact of
ICRA’s support.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

In a major boost to
pilgrimage tourism, the
Indian Railways is set to
commence the iconic
“Shri Ramayana Yatra” tour
via the Bharat Gaurav
Deluxe AC Tourist Train on
30 March, 2026.

The 17-day journey,
departing from Delhi
Safdarjung Railway
Station, is designed to offer
devotees a comprehensive
trail of prominent destina-
tions associated with the
life of Lord Ram.

The initiative aligns with
the Union Government’s

“Dekho Apna Desh” and
“Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat” visions. The
curated itinerary spans
approximately 7,560 km,
covering key sites including
Ayodhya, Nandigram,

and Chitrakoot.

Sitamarhi, Buxar, Varanasi,
Prayagraj, Shringverpur,

Notably, the tour extends
to Janakpur in Nepal to
visit the Ram Janki Temple,
followed by southward

IRCTC to launch Shri Ramayana Yatra train

halts at Nashik, Hampi, and
Rameshwaram. The State-of-
the-art train features modern
amenities such as two themed
restaurants, a contemporary
kitchen, shower cubicles,
sensor-based washrooms, and
foot massagers. To ensure pas-
senger safety, each coach is
equipped with CCTV cameras
and dedicated security guards.

The train offers three classes
of travel — AC I, AC II, and
AC Il —accommodating a total
of 150 tourists.
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Tharun Mannepalli enters
second round of Swiss Open

Indian shuttler Tharun Mannepalli advanced to the men's
singles second round after his opponent, Kenta Nishimoto
of Japan, retired in the decider at the Swiss Open.
Mannepalli, ranked 43rd in the world, was leading 16-21
21-16 7-2 when the fifth-seeded Nishimoto retired from the
round of 32 match on Wednesday night due to a shoulder
issue. The 24-year-old, who had reached the semifinals of
the Macau Open last year, will next face Malaysia’s Justin
Hoh. In women'’s singles, Malvika Bansod failed to get past
Thailand's world No. 4 Pornpawee Chochuwong, going down
11-21 15-21 in a lop-sided contest. It was her fourth defeat
in as many meetings against the Thai player. Later in the
day, world No. 4 men’s doubles pair Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty, along with Kiran George and the Indian
mixed doubles pair of Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha Crasto, will
be in action.

Bod@/Glimt shines again by
beating Sporting Lisbon 3-0

The Champions League’s Cinderella club Bodg/Glimt wrote
another chapter in its fairytale run through the competition.
The homely Norwegian club won 3-0 against Sporting Lisbon
in the first leg of a round-of-16 clash at its tiny Aspmyra
Stadium packed with 7,971 fans. Sporting, the champion of
Portugal that once nurtured future superstars Cristiano
Ronaldo and Luis Figo, became the latest favored opponent to
travel far north and struggle inside the Arctic Circle this year.
Manchester City and Inter Milan were each beaten 3-1 on
Boda/Glimt's artificial turf field since coach Kjetil Knutsen's
team began the year looking sure to fall short of reaching the
knockout rounds. It is now a remarkable five straight wins for
the lowest-seeded team left in the Champions League - all
during the offseason in Norway. The country’s domestic
league does not start until this weekend. Bodg/Glimt led in
the 32nd minute when Sondre Brunstad Fet scored with a
penalty kick, deceiving Sporting goalkeeper Rui Silva who
dived right as the ball went low to his left. Ole Blomberg
added a second in first-half stoppage time, sliding in a low
shot after the ball bounced through to him. Center forward
Kasper Hagh added a third in the 71st being strong in the
goalmouth to connect with Jens Petter Hauge's hard-driven
low cross. It was Hagh's fifth goal in the five-win streak. None
of the goalscorers has even played for their national team. Fet
at age 29 and the 25-year-old Blomberg are yet to be selected
for Norway which is soon going to its first World Cup in a
generation. Nine of the 11 starters Wednesday are Norwegian
and three - Hauge, captain Patrick Berg and Fredrik Andre
Bjorkan - are playing for their hometown team that never won
a Norwegian league title until 2020.

NCSSR to ssandardise athlete medical tests

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W New Delhi

In a bid to standardise the
medical assessment of ath-
letes representing India, the
Sports Ministry has directed
the National Centre for Sports
Science and Research (NCSSR)
to develop discipline-specif-
ic protocols for periodic
fitness reviews, which will
have to be mandatorily
uploaded on the National
Sports Repository System.
In a letter to the Indian
Olympic Association (IOA) and
the National Sports
Federations (NSFs), the min-
istry has said that the Sports
Authority of India (SAI) will
coordinate the entire exercise.
“..in line with the policy
framework of Khelo Bharat

Niti 2025, which emphasises
the integration of sports
science and technology, it
has been decided that a stan-
dardised, dynamic, and robust
mechanism will be introduced
for athletes representing India
in international competitions,”
the letter stated.

“Sports Authority of India
(SAI) and National Centre for
Sports Science and Research
(NCSSR), in coordination with
the concerned NSFs, will
develop sport-specific fitness
protocols and Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs).
SAl shall advise the NSFs for
implementation of the same
after finalisation,” it added.

Currently, the fitness
assessment of elite athletes,
who are part of the Target
Olympic Podium Scheme, is

overseen by the Mission
Olympic Cell, while the
national federations also carry
out such assessments during
camps. But once the NCSSR
comes up with the Standard
Operating Procedure for it, the
body would also become the
sole regulator of the process.
“The NCSSR will be responsi-
ble for scientific oversight,

validation and periodic
review of the fitness protocols
and SOPs. NSFS shall ensure
that fitness assessment of
athletes is conducted strictly
in accordance with the pre-
scribed sports-specific test
protocols, including informed
consent and medical safety of
athletes, at facilities of the
NCSSR,” the letter stated, but

did not give a clear timeline
for implementation.

“All such assessment data
shall mandatorily be
uploaded on the National
Sports Repository System
(NSRS).” The NSFs have also
been told to publish an
Annual Fitness Testing
Calendar on their respective
websites in consultation with
SAL Athletes are tested quar-
terly for medical condition,
fitness level, and biomechan-
ics, among other aspects,
especially before proceeding
to major events.

The ministry has also direct-
ed the NSFs to ensure the food
supplements taken by ath-
letes are tested at the National
Forensic Sciences University
(NFSU) and/or the National
Institute of Pharmaceutical

Education and Research
(NIPER) before being procured
for consumption. This, the
ministry said, is being done to
“mitigate the risk of athletes
consuming prohibited sub-
stances from contaminated,
spiked, or mislabelled nutri-
tional supplements.” The NSFs
have also been told to main-
tain records of testing reports
and batch details for traceabil-
ity, besides continuing to
create awareness among ath-
letes, coaches, and support
staff regarding the risks asso-
ciated with unverified supple-
ments. India has a massive
doping problem, and the
country has been topping
the World Anti-Doping
Agency’s Annual Testing
Figures’ positivity rate for the
past three years.

Draper beats Djokovic
In BNP Paribas Open

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Indian Wells (US)

Defending champion Jack
Draper beat five-time
champ Novak Djokovic 4-6,
6-4, 7-6 (5) in the fourth
round of the BNP Paribas
Open. The 24-year-old
Draper, who is coming back
after missing eight months
due to an arm injury,
advanced to the quarterfinal
round and will face Daniil
Medvedev, who beat Alex
Michelsen 6-2, 6-4 in the
round of 16 to advance.
Djokovic led 6-5 in the
third set before Draper
rallied and forced a
tiebreaker. “I still don’t feel

like 'm playing anywhere
near the way I want to
play,” Draper said. “l came
out here and I won that
match through determina-
tion.” In addition to his win
at Indian Wells last year,
Draper won the Stuttgart
Open and the Vienna Open,

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Paris

Joao Neves and Ousmane
Dembele returned from
injury to help Paris Saint-
Germain (PSG ) rout Chelsea
5-2 in the last 16 of the
Champions League. They
combined to set up the
first goal after 10 minutes,
and Dembele scored with
a brilliant solo effort late in
the first half.

The third goal followed
a blunder from Chelsea
goalkeeper Filip Jgrgensen,
who passed the ball
straight to PSG forward
Bradley Barcola. He fed
substitute Khvicha
Kvaratskhelia, who then

both in 2024.

passed inside to Vitinha,

and he neatly lobbed
Jorgensen.

Kvaratskhelia added two
late goals, allowing PSG to
take a healthy lead into
next Tuesday’s second leg
at Stamford Bridge in
London.

“We showed we are
capable of anything. We
have to carry on like this,”

Bayern Munich faces tough Leverkusen test in Bundesliga

JAMES ELLINGWORTHAP
M Duesseldorf (Germany)

Bayern Munich is heading
to Bayern Leverkusen in
the Bundesliga after con-
trasting Champions League
games in midweek for the
two clubs.

Bayern leads the Bundesliga
by 11 points with nine games
remaining.

There aren’t many tricky
away trips for Bayern in the
Bundesliga these days, but
Leverkusen is one of them.
Bayern hasn’t won there in
the league since October
2021, though Vincent
Kompany’s team did get a
victory in a Champions
League playoff last year.

Hoffenheim is flying high
in third, which would be its
best finish since Julian

Nagelsmann coached the
team in 2017-18.

Saturday’s opponent
Wolfsburg, is having a night-
marish campaign in the rel-
egation zone as Dieter
Hecking becomes the team’s
third coach of the season.

In a tight Champions
League qualification fight,
fourth-place Stuttgart is
unbeaten in four Bundesliga
games as it takes on
fifth-place Leipzig, which
is unbeaten in five,
on Sunday.

Kvaratskhelia said. “We con-
ceded goals, but we have to
analyse the mistakes we
made.” Dembele’s speed
and lucid thinking on his
goal showed that the Ballon
d’Or winner is getting back

PSG routs Chelsea 5-2 in Champions League

to his best in an injury-hit
season. He latched onto a
pass near the halfway line
and then accelerated clear
before cutting inside and
then outside to beat defend-
ers Marc Cucurella and then
Wesley Fofana before firing
a low shot across Jergensen
and into the bottom left
corner.

“He played very well, he
played like Ousmane
Dembele knows how to and
it’s very good news for us,”
PSG coach Luis Enrique said.
“We look forward to him
doing it again in London
next week.”

Bayern was on rampant
form in a 6-1 win at Atalanta
overshadowed by injuries
in the first leg of their
round of 16 matchup, while
Leverkusen had to settle for
a 1-1draw against Premier
League leader Arsenal
which keptits hopes alive.
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Gill set to be named Cricketer
of the Year at BCCl awards

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

India’s Test and ODI captain
Shubman Gill is set to be
named Cricketer of the Year
at the BCCI’s annual awards
to be held here on March 15.

The 26-year-old, who was
not picked in the T20 side that
defended the World Cup
crown last month, enjoyed a
stellar run in the other two
formats. He amassed 983
runs in Tests, including a
whopping 754 in the drawn
away series against England
in 2025, at an average of over
70. His ODI runs tally stood at

490, including 188 runs
during India’s title-winning
Champions Trophy cam-
paign. Overall, Gill accumulat-

ed 1,764 runs across formats
at an average of 49, dotted
with seven centuries and
three fifties. Although his T20

International form was not
particularly impressive, he
was in tremendous form
during the IPL, scoring 650
runs for Gujarat Titans at an
average of 50.

Former India head coach
Rahul Dravid is set to be hon-
oured with the Col CK
Nayudu Lifetime
Achievement Award for his
monumental contribution to
Indian cricket, including
guiding the team to the 2024
T20 World Cup title.

The Mumbai Cricket
Association (MCA) is set to be
named the Best Association
in domestic cricket.

Always wanted to do a toug

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W Ahmedabad

India’s pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah said he relish-
es taking responsibility in
pressure situations and
described the T20 World
Cup defence as one of the
most fulfilling of his career.

Bumrah played a stellar
role claiming four wickets as
India handed New Zealand
a crushing 96-run defeat in
the final to become the only
team to win the T20 World
Cup three times.

“l don’t want to hide
behind, I want to be in the
thick of things. I always
wanted to do a tough job,”
Bumrah, who was adjudged
the Player of the Match, said

inavideo shared by BCCI after

the victory. “I've played
cricket for that. I started
cricket for that. When I'm able
to make a difference, that
gives me so much joy. No

better feeling than that.” For
the Gujarat-born pacer, the
triumph carried added emo-
tional significance as it came
at the venue where his cricket

n job: Bumrah

journey began. “I started my
cricket here. I played all my
cricket here and came up the
ranks through playing for
Gujarat over here and
winning the World Cup here,
winning and being Man of the
Match. The last time we fell
just short, this time we went
over it, really happy.”

Bumrah also spoke about
the presence of his family
during the title triumph,
calling the moment deeply
personal. “My son came. He
was there last time as well;
this time, he was there. My
mum came, really special.

“I don’t know about full
circles, but really, really happy,
back-to-back World Cups
never really happen. Really
grateful God is really kind, and
I couldn’t be more thankful.”

Final batch of SA, WI
players leave India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dubai

The last batch of South
African and West Indian
players stranded in India
after the T20 World Cup have
departed, the ICC announced
on Thursday, ending a crisis
caused by the closure of Gulf
airspace in the wake of the
raging West Asia conflict.
The ongoing war threw
travel plans into disarray,
leaving the South African and
West Indies teams stranded in
Kolkata due to closure of air-
space and airports at major
transit points like Dubai. The
West Indies and South Africa
played their final T20 World
Cup matches in Kolkata on
March 1and March 4, respec-
tively. While nine West Indies
players had left earlier this
week, the remaining 16 were
booked on commercial
flights. A29-member Proteas
contingent has also departed.
“Within the past 24 hours,
South Africa’s remaining 29
members and the West
Indies’ final 16 members have
departed on flights to their
respective homelands, bring-
ing to a close a complex oper-
ation that has taken place
under exceptionally challeng-
ing global travel conditions,”

Aston Villa to face

the ICC said. The ICC added
that ensuring the “safe
onwards travel for all players
and staff was the sole aim”,
which required constant
adjustments as conditions
evolved. “Throughout this
period, the ICC’s operations
and logistics teams have
worked continuously with
governments, airlines, charter
providers, airport authorities
and our member boards to
navigate a number of opera-
tional disruptions caused by
the evolving environment.”
The ICC had earlier drawn
criticism from former
England captain Michael
Vaughan and South African
stars Quinton de Kock and
David Miller, who insinuated
that England players were
given better travel arrange-
ments as they were able to
leave within a day of their
semifinal exit. Earlier, West
Indies head coach Daren
Sammy had also expressed
frustration at the lack of
updates from the governing
body after a charter flight
scheduled to depart from
Kolkata was cancelled due to
logistical issues. The ICC’s
airline partner Emirates has
been unable to operate
flights following the shut-
down of airspace over Dubai.

Bim10: ICC suspends player, two top officials on corruption charges

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Bridgetown

The ICC has provisionally sus-
pended fast-bowling all-
rounder Javon Searles and
two people linked to a fran-

chise for multiple breaches of

the apex body’s anti-corrup-
tion codes during the 2023-24
Bim10 tournament in
Barbados. Besides Searles,
the ICC has suspended Titans
team owner Chitranjan
Rathod and team official
Trevon Griffith from all cricket.

Bim10 was a fast-paced
10-over-per-innings tourna-
ment that featured six teams
-- Voyagers, Guardians,
Titans, Settlers, Warriors, and
Pelicans. The tournament,
which was last held in 2023-
24, falls under the jurisdiction

of the Cricket West Indies
(CWI) anti-corruption code,
and the charges were
brought by the ICC and CWI
under their respective anti-
corruption codes. The trio
have 14 days from March 11,
2026, to respond to the
charges, the ICC said.

The charges involve
match-fixing, soliciting
players, and failing to report
corrupt approaches to the
anti-corruption officials.

Searles, who has repre-
sented West Indies Under-
19s, played for Trinbago
Knight Riders in the CPL, and
also featured in the IPL for
Kolkata Knight Riders in 2018,
faces four charges under the
CWI anti-corruption code.
Rathod has been charged
with facilitating corruption

within his franchise, and
Griffith also faces four charges
under the CWI code and one
under the ICC code, including
allegedly obstructing the
investigation by tampering
with information. These
charges are part of a larger,
ongoing investigation into
the 2023-24 edition of the

tournament, which also pre-
viously involved suspended
USA batter Aaron Jones being
charged with five breaches.

All three have been
charged with the following
offences, as per ICC: Breach
of Article 2.1.1 of the CWI
Code - Fixing, contriving to
fix or otherwise influencing

improperly, or being a party
to an agreement or effort to
fix or contrive in any way or
otherwise influence improp-
erly, the result, progress,
conduct or other aspect of
matches in the Bim10 tour-
nament in 2023/24 (or
attempting to do so).
Breach of Article 2.1.4 of
the CWI Code - Soliciting,
instructing, encouraging or
facilitating Players and/or
Player Support Personnel to
commit offences under the
CWI Code. Breach of Article
2.4.4 of the CWI Code -
Failing or refusing to coop-
erate with a reasonable
investigation carried out by
the Designated Anti-
Corruption Official (or his/her
designee) in relation to pos-
sible offences under the CWI

Code. Additionally, Searles
and Giffith have also been
charged with: Breach of
Article 2.4.2 of the CWI Code
- Failing to disclose to Cricket
West Indies details of any
approaches or invitations
to engage in conduct that
would amount to a breach of
the CWI Code.

According to the ICC,
Griffith has also been
charged with: Breach of
Article 2.4.7 of the ICC Code
- Obstructing the ACU’s
investigation into possible
corrupt conduct by conceal-
ing and/or tampering with
information that may have
been relevant to the inves-
tigation, or which may have
constituted evidence or led
to the discovery of evidence
of corrupt conduct.

Lisa disappointed at lack of female coaches in women’s Hundred

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M London

Former Australian cricketer
Lisa Keightley is “disappoint-
ed” at the lack of female
head coaches in the
women’s Hundred and
hopes more will join her in
the future.

Keightley, who is at the
helm of MI London, was the
only woman head coach
among the eight teams at
Wednesday’s historic player
auction. There has been a
significant increase in player
salaries, with a total of 178
cricketers going under the
hammer at the auction.

“It’s really changing fast,
isn’t it? And [ suppose the
three powerhouses - India,
England, and Australia -
having very competitive T20

competitions is really driving
the women’s space and the
pay equity,” she told
‘ESPNcricinfo’. “We’re not
there, butit's moving and it’s
moving pretty fast, so that’s
really good. “The only thing
I'm disappointed inis I look
around the room, and I'm
the only female head coach.

So for me, waving the flag,
and hopefully as we move
into cricket, we get a few
more female head coaches
here,” she added.

The League will start on
July 21 and conclude on
August 16. “In saying that,
we've got a few coaches
internationally, and I'm

Fake wrestlers caught seeking visas for Hungary

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

A suspected human traffick-
ing attempt has come to light
after individuals posing as
Indian wrestlers sought visas
from the Hungarian Embassy
in New Delhi for a purported
competition in Budapest,
prompting the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI) to
clarify that the documents
submitted by them were fake.

The embassy sought verifi-
cation from WFI on Thursday
after receiving visa applica-
tions supported by a recom-
mendation letter allegedly
issued by the national feder-
ation on March 4 for partici-
pation in an “international
wrestling training and com-
petition programme” sched-

uled in Budapest from March
15 to 22.

The WFI swiftly responded
and said that the letter was
forged and had not been
issued by the federation.
“This has reference to your e-

mail dated March 12 seeking
clarification regarding the
authenticity of the docu-
ment... the attached letter is
fake and has not been issued
by the Wrestling Federation
of India (WFI),” WFI president

Sanjay Kumar Singh said in a
reply to the embassy. The fed-
eration also pointed out dis-
crepancies in the document,
including the use of the name
of a former office-bearerin an
incorrect capacity.

“It is also clarified that Mr
V.N. Prasood is no longer
holding the position of
Secretary General of WFI and
is currently serving as Vice
President, WFI. The matter
has been verified with Mr
Prasood, who has categorical-
ly denied issuing any such
letter,” Singh said.

According to the forged
letter submitted to the
embassy, 11 wrestlers and a
manager were recommend-
ed for visas to travel to
Budapest, citing a training
and competition programme

at a local venue.

The document also carried
areference number and pur-
portedly requested the
embassy to grantvisas to the
athletes. Officials in the feder-
ation said the letterhead used
in the document carried
incorrect details, including
an outdated address and
there were other inconsisten-
cies too. In its reply, the fed-
eration urged the embassy
not to process any visa appli-
cations based on the forged
document and called for
action against those involved.

“In view of the above, it is
requested that no visa
process may be initiated on
the basis of the said letter, and
appropriate legal action may
be taken against the individ-
uals involved,” the WFI said.

really hoping that a lot of the
staff have female coaches
within their coaching set-up,
so from that point of view,
it’s moving quick, but
looking around being the
only female coach, that’s a
bit disappointing to be
totally honest,” she contin-
ued. Keightley has estab-
lished a highly successful
international coaching
career spanning over two
decades, leading top nation-
al teams, state sides, and
premier T20 franchise
leagues across Australia,
England, and India.

“As females, you always
think you’re not ready, and
you’re happy to be an assis-
tant, but I think the only way
you get in there and do it is
if you get the opportunity,
take it, get in there, and do

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Lille (France)

Aston Villa travelled to
Lille to kick off the Europa
League round of 16 on
Thursday boosted by the
return from injury of
captain John McGinn.

McGinn was absent for
seven weeks since a knee
injury in a Premier League
loss to Everton in January.

“It’s massive to have
him back,” teammate
Morgan Rogers said. “He
puts a smile on people’s
faces, he plays with that
smile, wears the badge
on his sleeve and he brings
alot to our team.”

Villa and Lille also metin

Lille in Europa League

it,” said Keightley, who was
the head coach of Ml for the
Women’s Premier League
in 2025. “If someone says
they want you to be a head
coach, don’t think you're
not ready. You've got to
jump at the chance, be brave
and back yourself and put
good people around you,
and you'll be fine.” Keightley
said it would take time for
things to change.

“It's a tough one. It will
change over time, and it’s just
players getting back into the
system, having opportunity
and finding their way
through their journey and
hopefully moving forward,”
she said. “This will be a differ-
entspace we're in, butyou’re
competing in an open
playing field, so you just
shouldn’t get the position.

the Conference League
quarterfinals two years
ago, when Unai Emery’s
men advanced on penal-
ties. Another English side,
Nottingham Forest, needs
to put relegation worries
aside when it hosts Danish
club Midtjylland.

In an all-Italia derby,
Bologna hosts Roma.

BHAMBRI
ENTERS MAIDEN
ATP MASTERS
1000 SEMIFINAL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Indian Wells (USA)

India’s Yuki Bhambri entered
his maiden ATP Masters 1000
semifinal as he and his
Swedish partner Andre
Goransson defeated
Alexander Erler and Andrea
Vavassori in straight sets in
Indian Wells here.

The 33-year-old Indian had
previously reached the
doubles quarter-finals at the
Masters 1000 level twice,
including at Indian Wells last
year. Bhambri and Goransson
defeated the Austrian-Italian
pair 6-3 7-6 in the quarterfi-
nals that lasted over one
hour 30 minutes. The Indo-
Swedish duo dominated on
their first serve, winning 83
per cent of the points (29/35),
which proved crucial in
taking the second-set tie-
break and closing out the
match. They will take on
France’s Arthur Rinderknech
and Monaco’s Valentin
Vacherot in the semifinals on
Friday. Rinderknech and
Vacherot defeated the
Russian duo of Andrey Rublev
and Karen Khachanov 6-3 6-
4 in their quarterfinal.

Lens has transformed from surprise package to genuine title threat to PSG in Ligue 1

ASSOCIATED PRESS
M Paris

With nine rounds remaining
in Ligue 1, Paris Saint-Germain
still has not managed to
shake off Lens in the title race.

Lens has gone from sur-
prise frontrunner to genuine
challenger, and, with PSG not
playing this weekend, coach
Pierre Sage’s side can move
two points ahead at the top
with a win at mid-table
Lorient on Saturday.

PSG is off duty because

Nantes agreed to postpone
their scheduled game on
Sunday in order to give PSG
better preparation for the
Champions League second
leg against Chelsea next
week. It seems PSG hardly
needs it, leading 5-2 from
the last-16 first leg
on Wednesday.

The decision hardly pleased
Nantes fans, who are facing
yet another relegation scrap
with a third coach this season.
Ahmed Kantari was sacked
this week and replaced by

Vahid Halilhodzic. Kantari
was in charge for just three
months. He was hired in mid-
December after Nantes fired
Luis Castro, who lasted
15 games.

Key matchups : After scrap-
ing a narrow win at Toulouse
last weekend, Marseille
moved back into third place
on goal difference from Lyon.

But Marseille’s fans are still
angry at facing another tro-
phyless season, and coach
Habib Beye’s players need a
strong performance at home

against Auxerre on Friday to
appease them.

Monaco is at home to Brest
on Saturday and the players
are on a roll under attack-
minded Belgian coach
Sebastien Pocognoli.

Monaco has won its past
four league games, including
impressive away wins against
PSG and Lens. Lyon looks to
snap a four-game winless
streak when it travels to lowly
Le Havre, and fifth-placed
Rennes seeks a fifth straight
win when it hosts Lille, with

both of those games on
Sunday.

Players to watch : Monaco’s
turnaround in fortunes has
coincided with American
forward Folarin Balogun
finding form.

He looked at his best last
Friday against PSG, where
his movement and hold-up
play stood out, and he has 13
goals overall this season.
Lens winger Florian Thauvin
isin fine form after scoring in
Ligue 1 and the French Cup
last week.
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