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5.5 magnitude quake jolts
central Turkiye, sending
residents into the cold
streets

ANKARA. (Agency)
A moderately strong earthquake struck cerfuakiye
on FridayTurkiye's emegency response said.
The tremor sent some residents rushing intstreets

but no damage has been reported.The magnitude 5.5

quake was centred in the town of NiksarTwokat
province, at a depth of 6.4 kilometers (4 miles),
according to the Disaster and Ermgency
Management agenciFAD.It occurred at 3:35 am
and was felt in several provincég;AD said, adding
that "no adverse developments" were repoiiddS
many residents were seen waiting in cars or in the

streets despite the cold, afraid to return to homesy

Haberturk news channel reported.

Turkiye sits on top of major fault lines and éajakes
are frequent.In 2023, a magnitude 7.8 earthquake
killed more than 53,000 people ifurkiye and
destroyed or damaged hundreds of thousands of
buildings in 1L southern and southeastern provinces.

US Woman Wrongly
Imprisoned For 6 Months
Due To Faulty Facial
Recognition

World. (Agency)
A woman in the US had her life upended after she was
wrongly imprisoned for six months in jail over a bank

fraud caseAngela Lipps, 50, fronTennessee, was US PresidentDonald Trump on Friday
issued a new threat online to Iran'sconference, addressingthe Iranian

slapped with criminal chges last year when police

jailed and later flew her to North Dakota after facial leadership, writing:
recognition showed she was the main suspect in arhappendo thesederangedscumbags conditions for the fall of the regime." Conflict LocationandEventData,the
organised bank fraud case. Despite having never beenoday" Trump tallied the damage Netanyahwalsodenouncedhamenei
to North Dakota or stepped on an aeroplane in her life,inflicted on Iran and its leaders and

Lipps was apprehended and thrown behind bars.

Lipps was babysitting her four young children when a responsiblefor it. Trump made the |
team of US Marshals took her away at gunpoint, post on Friday on his Truth Social |
according to a report in the Grand Forks Herald. She\epsite,sayingthat “Iran’s Navy is
was booked into her county jail fennessee as a gone, theirAir Force is no longer |
fugitive from justice from North Dakota. After sitting  yjssiles,dronesand everythingelse

in theTennessee jail for four months, she wasgéar
with four counts of unauthorised use of personal
identifying information and four counts of theft in
North Dakota.After a local news channel obtained th
Faigo police file in this case, it was revealed tha
detectives were investigating several bank frau
cases, where they came across a female suspect w
was using a fake USrmy ID to withdraw tens of
thousands of dollarsoT identify the woman, the

wrongly pinpointed Lipps. In his chging document,

and colour

Faigo police at the Cass County jail on December 19.
It was the first time the police had interviewed in the
last five months. Five days after the meeting, the case
was dismissed, and she was released.

In Iran, Residents Deal With
Shut Shops, Joblessness And
Rationing

WASHINGT ON. (Agency)

living in Iran to build a picture of life under de@lUS
and Israeli bombardment despite an internet blackout
and major communication problems.Here is @ a
selection of their comments, either from people who
sent messages tAFP reporters or from those
interviewed at the borders as they fled. FOLLOW
LIVE UPDATESAFP is withholding identifying
information for their security

My son 'has no understanding of war'

A 37-yearold man in Bukan, northwest Iran:

"Our landmarks, such as the main square and the

central avenue, have been severely damaged byand the other went down in western
IragA second U.S. oﬁicial_,
Many businesses have also been hit and the market thasimilarly spoke on condition of

missile strikesThe city's only cinema is in ruins.

is usually bustling in the days leading up to Nowruz
(Iranian NewYear) no longer exists, which is really
distressing.l have a six-yeald boy who has no
understanding of warSince the beginning of the
conflict, during the bombings, we made him believe
it was a game, a kind of 'Missile Launéforld Cup’
between Iran, the United t&es and other
countriesEach time, he tells us that in this
competition, he supports Iran."Employers ‘'weren't
paying'A 24-yearold Afghan who worked at a
factory inTehran: "I saw a bomb drop on a military

TheResear ch

While much of the world's attention is on the

have been wiped from the face of
earth.”

?rump's remarkscamein responseo
d Iran's new leader issuing his first

resolvingto keepfighting, promising
more pain for Gulf Arab statesand
Fago police used facial recognition software, which threatening to open "other fronts" in a Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.Khamenei authorizesthe delivery and sale of
war that hasalreadydisruptedworld
the detective wrote that Lipps appeared to be theenegy supplies,the global economy
suspect based on facial features, body type, hairstyleand internationaltravel. Theremarks
by Supreme Leader
"If the only thing you have is facial recognition, | might Khamerei came as Israeli Prime

want to dig a little deepgrsaid Jay Greenwood, the Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said his opening salvo, which also woundedfollows the administration'sdecision

lawyer representing Lipps in North Dakota.After country's attacks were creating

furnishing Lipps' bank records, Greenwood met conditionsfor the Iranian population

An American military refueling plane involved also was a KC-135
taking partin the operation against Irantanker."More information will be
crashed in Iraq and rescuéoefs were
underway U.S. Central Command develops,” Central Command said.likely claim more American lives
said Thursdaylt was not immediately "We ask for continued patienceto
AFPreporters have been speaking to a range of peoplé&lear if there were any casualtiés. gatheradditional details and provide
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China positions itself as force for
global stability at its annual Congress

development of the cutting-edge
technologieshapinghe2l1stcentury That
message came through in a five-year pla
formally endorsedon Thursday by the
National People's Congress at the end of i
annual meeting, the nation's biggest
political event of the yedf anything,
China is doubling down on a push to
transform its economy and be at thd
forefront of technology Sate media
described China's determination to stay th
course on economic development as
force for stability in an uncertain world.
"A stable and developing China injects mor
stability and certainty into a world fraught concept, but the five-year plan puts
with change and turbulence,” thefiol . . . technology front and centeronfirming it
People's Daily newspaper said in a front/naking it more equitable to reflect the yemains the top priorityAnalysts expect
page column oWednesdayOther state- interests of developing countries as well agny steps to boost consumption to happen
media echoed that viefhe commentaries_fich ones. o L only gradually such as expanding social
and oficial statements didn't mention USrump is due to visit Beijing in three weekssecurity and health care benefits, while
President Donal@rump, whose tarig and ~ to hold talks with his counterpart, Chinesegoyvernment funds are poured into artificial
Use of military force fronvenezuelato Iran leader Xi Jinping.The National People'sintelligence, robotics and other
are shaking up the global order that ha§ongress also rubbstamped three laws, areas.Chinese Premier Li Qiang
governed international relations in theincluding one governing ethnic minorities, announced an economic growthgetr of
post-World War Il era. China publicly at its closing sessionThe votes are 4.5% to 5% for 2026 at the start of the
defends that system, while calling forceremonial and nearly unanimous,Congress.

Watch what happens': Trump issues new threat to
Iran's leaders as war rattles energy supplies

DUBAI. (Agency)

designed to show unity behind the ruling
Communist Party's vision for the nation.
The five-year plan was approvedwith
2,758 votes in favoone against, and two
abstentions."\& areforging aheadat full
speed in building a great countriforeign
Minister WangYi saidat anannualnews
conferenceluringtheCongress.

Banking on tech forgrowth

Many economists believe that China needs
to do more to put more money into the
hands of consumers to boost domestic
spending and reduce its dependence or
export-led growth.China's leaders agree in

China is doubling down on a
push to transform its
economy and be at the
forefront of technology, as
the People's Congress also
rubber-stamped three laws,
including one governing
ethnic minorities.

BEIJING. (Agency)

Iran war that hasn't stopped China from
moving ahead with national priorities with
global repercussions. Not that China
doesn't care about the war and its impact o
enepy supplies and geopolitics.But for the
world's second lagest economy its
growing rivalry with the United tates
revolves around a ddrent battle: the

Man who rammed his vehicle
into Michigan synagogue was
naturalized citizen from
Lebanon, says DHS

WEST BLOOMFIELD, Mich. (Agency)

to topple the government."It is in your US and Israeli strikes have tageted
hands," Netanyahu said at a newssecurity checkpoints in Iran to
underminethe government'sbility to

"Watch what people. "¢ are creating the optimal suppresslissentaccordingto Armed

US-based independent monitoring | The armed man who rammed his vehicle into one of
groupknownasACLED. the nation’s lagest Reform synagogudsursday
caled it a “"great horor' to be | Intenseairstrikeshit earlyFridayaround | has been identified as a 41-yedd naturalized
Iran's capital, Tehran, as well as citizen born in Lebanon, according to federal
outlying areas. It was not immediatelly officials.Ayman Mohamad Ghazali was fatally shot
clear what had been tated.Oil prices by security dficers after driving through a hallway
spiralagainandstockssink ' atTemple Israel iWest BloomfieldTownship near
The war continued to escalate on its 13th P€troit, Michigan, in a vehicle that then caught fire,
arebeingdecimatedandtheirleaders day as oil prices spiraled up again|to 2uthorities said.Ghazali came to the U.S. inl2o

an immediate relative visa as the spouse of a U.S.
citizen and was granted U.S. citizenship in 2016,
according to the Department of Homeland
SecurityJennifer Runyan, the special agent |in
chage of the FBI's Detroit field &ite, called the
crime a "tageted act of violence against the Jewi
community" and said at a news conferenlearsday
that the FBI is leading the investigatio
Investigators have not determined a motive yet.
Mwhat drove this person into action has to
determined by the investigation," said Oakla
County Sherif Mike Bouchard.None of the
synagogue's stiafteachers or the 140 children at i
early childhood center were injured, Bouchard sal
In the minutes after the attack, smoke billowed frg
the synagogue. One securitfioér was hit by the
vehicle and knocked unconscious but did notesu
life-threatening injuries, the shdr#faid.And 30 law
enforcement dicers were treated for smok
inhalation.Vest Bloomfield Police Chief Dale
Young saidTemple security dicers "engaged the
individual and neutralized the threat."The susp
was found dead inside his vehicle, according
Bouchard.Cassi Cohen, director of strateg
development afemple Israel, was standing at th
eth hallway where the crash happened. She said
Id heard a loud bang, grabbed a fewfstefmbers, ran
into her ofice and locked the door
€ "When | heard the crash, | knew it was bad," Coh

$100 per barrel, and stocks sank
worldwide over fears that the conflig
as a "puppet of the Revolutionary coulddragon longerthanhoped.
Guards."Khamenei is close to Iran’® relieve the sge in prices, the US
paramilitary Revolutionary Guard and Treasury Department announced
is widely seen as even lesswas further easing sanctions on

compromising than his father Russian oil by granting a license th

~+

t

blic statements on Thursday,

at n.
said in a statement read by a stBte Some Russian crude oil and petroley
news anchor that he was keeping a "fileproducts for the next monttrimp

of revenge." He did not appear onsignaled earlier this week that he
camera and has not been seen since higould take more action to address the
father and wife were killed in the war's squeeze on oil flows.The move

be
nd

Mojtaba ts

DM

him, according to an lIranian to grant temporary permission for

ambassaddBince the start of the war Indiato buy Russian oil.

US military refueling plane crashes in
Iraq and rescue is underway

WASHINGT ON. (Agency)

ect
to
jic
e
she

anonymity, said the other plane severelythe Pentagon said earlier this
week.Both PresidentDonald Trump

and Defense Secretary Pete Hegs
made available as the situation have warned that the Iran war wou
before it ends.Six of the fallen servig

members were killed when an Iranig

en

N said.She said a classroom was near where the car
U.S. oficial, who spoke toThe clarity for the families of service drone struck an operations center at a \gmmed the synagogue and, in addition to the
Associated Press on condition ofmembers."Thetanker is the fourth  civilian port in Kuwait.They were in children. who were as old as 4. there were also more
anonymity to discuss the developingpublicly acknowledgedaircraft to  the Army Resave and worked in than 30 stdfmembers in the syn’agogue “Thankfully
situation, said the KC-135 aircraft thatcrash as part of the U.S. military's logistics keepingrroopssuppliedwith we have had manv active shooter drills and ouf staf
crashed had at least five crew memberoperationsagainst Iran. Last week, food and equipment.They died one day . d i %’] 8 ; " oh id.Rabbi
aboard.The crash was not due tdhree American fighter jets were after the U.S. and Israel launched the 'S Prepare dor tf ese S't“f‘t'onsl Ishe Skald rfn '
hostile fire or friendly fire, the military mistakenly downed by friendly — military campaign against Iran on Feb. Arianna Gordon, fronTemple Israel, thanked the
said in a statement, which describedKuwaiti fire.All six crew members 28.ThelslamicRepublichasretaliated security team, law enforcement and early childhood
the plane as "a loss."U.S. Centralsafely ejected from the F-15HriRe  with missilesanddronesagainsisrael teachers for getting the children out safely and
Command, which oversees the MiddleEagles and were in stable conditionandseveralGulf Arab statesthat host reunited with their parents, calling them the "trle
East, said that two aircraft were after beingrecovered,the U.S.said. U.S. armed forces.The seventh rock stars of the ddyParents raced to retrieve
nvolved and that one landed safeffeverAmericantroopshavebeenkilled ~American service member died after children who were in the synagogueAbout a dozen
in combat during the Iran war so far being wounded during a March [1 parents sprinted to get their children soon after

while about 140 U.S. service membersattack on the Prince Sult#ir Base,
have been injured, including eight SaudiArabia.

authorities cleared the building. Other families we
reunited at a nearby Jewish Community Center

who 2re

Afghanistan accuses Pakistan of targeting
civilians in airstrikes amid third week of fighting

KABUL.(Agency) recognized. Both sides have claimed tcspecialenvoyfor AfghanistanwroteonX  effect. Pakistanhas previously said its

base. It destroyed the base and broke the windows offghanistan'sTaliban government early on inflict heavy losses in what has becomethepreviousdaythatheandYue"discussed strikes along the border and inside

the factory But electricity and gas supplies were ok,
banks were active, everything was activiche
internet was not working, but the landline pbsen

targeting homes in overnight airstrikes in confrontationlslamabachasdescribedas

Friday accused Pakistan's military oftheir deadliest fighting in years, a threats posed by terrorist groups such aéfghanistarareaimedsolelyatKhawarij,a
TTP and ETIM (East Turkestanlslamic phrase Islamabad uses for the outlawec
Movement) to Pakistan and China PakistaniTaliban,alsoknownasTehrik-e-

Taliban Pakistan, of TP. Islamabad

Kabul and the southern province ofan"openwar" witlhfghanistan.

were active.The market would be open for an hour or Kandahar saying at least four civilians In his posts on X, Mujahid claimed

two, people would buy what they needed and leave were killed as fighting between the that Pakistanistrikes hit multiple V {

quickly.All the Afghans were leaving, those with four  neighbors entered its third week. civilian sites and uninhabited
or five months of validity left on their passports, Government spokesman Zabihullah Mujahidocations inAfghanistan's Pakti
because there was no more work anymaieey said on X that Pakistan's aircraft also strucland Paktika provinces, as well &
(Iranian employers) weren't paying, and there was no fuel depots belonging to the private airlineother areas. He said the attaci
internet."AnotheAfghan, 48, from the capital: Kam Air near Kandahar airport. "This "will not go unanswered."Kabul )
“There were very few Iranians on the streets. | have company supplies fuel to civilian airlisas po[lce spokesman Khallq _Z_adra
been travelling around Iran for work for about 32 Wellasto United Nations aircraft,” he said. said at least four civilians=
yearsAt this time, which is near the Nevear and | Pakistan's military and government did notincluding children, were killed int=
Eid, the streets and markets are usually very,ugy] immediately comment.Pakistan andthe city and 15 others werf
when | went to the market to buy a pair of shoes, | saw Afghanistan have been gating each injured.The total number o
no one.The company | worked for had about 60 Other's military installations since late casualties aroundighanistan wasg
Iranian andAfghan employees, but not even 10 of February when Kabul said it struck unclearThe latest Pakistani strike

th ina t K.The Irani had not Pakistani posts in response to Pakistartame a day after China's special

were less afraid, but the Iranians would become very 1@s said _its operations gated the

nervous as soon as they saw a missile or a fighterjet,PakIStanI Taliban and their support

- : . networks along the border, which
Sgt since we had seen wirwasn't too diicult for Afghanistan has never formally

counterpart, Mohammad Sadiq, following and stability

= =
i} s

-« D L

respectively" and agreed on the need for I 1
Islamabad and met with his Pakistanicollective eforts to ensure lasting peace followed by six days of talks in Istanbul that

E

—

frequently accusesAfghanistan
Taliban government of harboring

in 2021,

neighbors again came close to
The truce, signed in Qatawa

produced an agreement to extend

- @ &

's
the

group, a chaye Kabul denies.Since
theAfghanTaliban returned to power
the TTP has intensified
attacks inside Pakistan and along the
border Islamabad says its military
operations will continue until Kabul
takes verifiable steps to curb théP
and other militants operating from its
territory. The current clashes also
ended a ceasefire brokered by Qatai
andTurkey in Octoberwhen the two

war
S

the

a visit to Kabul where he meifghan Repeated calls from the internationalceasefire and hold a third round of
government difcials.Sadiq, Pakistan's community for restraint have had little negotiationsin November
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Iran Clears Passage for Two Indian LPG Tankers
Through Strait of Hormuz

New Delhi: In a significant
diplomatic ~ development
amid rising tensions in West
Asia, Iran has allowed two
Indian liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) tankers to safely
pass through the strategical-
ly crucial Strait of Hormuz,
easing concerns over poten-
tial disruption to India’s en-
ergy supplies.

The clearance reportedly
followed diplomatic com-
munication between Indian
and Iranian authorities af-
ter several vessels faced
uncertainty in navigating
the sensitive maritime cor-
ridor due to the escalating
regional conflict. The two
India-bound LPG carriers
were granted permission to
transit the narrow but vital
shipping route connecting
the Persian Gulf with global
sea lanes.

Relief for India’s Energy
Security

The move comes as a ma-
jor relief for India, which
depends heavily on LPG
imports for domestic con-
sumption. A large share
of these shipments travels
through the Strait of Hor-
muz, one of the world’s
most critical energy transit
routes.

With tensions in the region
affecting maritime traffic,
several commercial
sels had slowed operations
or adopted a cautious ap-
proach while approaching
the strait. The clearance
granted to the two Indian
tankers has therefore helped
ease immediate supply con-
cerns.

Strategic Importance of
the Strait

The Strait of Hormuz re-

ves-

India’s LPG Supply Gets Boost as Iran Allows

Tankers Through Hormuz

mains one of the most sen-
sitive maritime chokepoints
in the world, carrying a
substantial portion of global

oil and gas shipments every
day. Any disruption to traf-
fic through the narrow pas-
sage can quickly impact

global energy markets and
supply chains.

Recent geopolitical tensions
in the region have height-

ened security risks for ship-
ping companies and raised
fears of potential disrup-
tions to energy transporta-
tion.

Diplomatic Engagements
Continue

Indian authorities are un-
derstood to be closely
monitoring the situation
and maintaining communi-
cation with regional stake-
holders to ensure the safety
of Indian vessels and unin-
terrupted energy imports.
While the safe passage of
the two tankers offers tem-
porary relief, the overall sit-
uation in the region remains
delicate, with shipping com-
panies and governments
continuing to watch devel-
opments around the Strait
of Hormuz with caution.

Duitt.

other senior officials.

Bokaro Steel Plant Releases Fir st | ssue of
Technical Bulletin ‘ The Endeavor’

| &
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by Deepak Kumar

Bokaro: The first issue of the quarterly technical bulletin
“The Endeavor,” prepared by the Technical Cell under the
Operations Division of Bokaro Steel Plant, was formally
released by Executive Director (Operations) Anoop Kumar

The bulletin highlights key developments related to safety,
environment, and health, while also providing updates on
severa ongoing projects within and outside the plant prem-
ises. It further showcases initiatives undertaken by various
departments to shift from single-source procurement of
spare parts and equi pment to competitive tender-based pro-
curement. Therelease event was attended by Chief General
Manager (Technical Cell) Ajay Kumar, along with Chief
Genera Managers of Safety, Mechanical, Cold Rolling
Mills, Refractory and Instrumentation departments, and

Congratulating the Technical Cell team, Anoop Kumar
Dutt appreciated the effort behind the inaugural edition and
encouraged the team to make future issues more informa-
tive, refined and beneficial for the organisation.

Workers, Villagers Protest Against Proposed
MDO System at Gua SAIL

by Siddharth Pandey

Chaibasa: Workers and villagers staged a massive rally
on Friday evening opposing the proposed Mine Developer
and Operator (MDO) system at Gua under SAIL.

The protest, organised by the Jharkhand Mazdoor Sang-
harsh Sangh, began around 5 PM from the union office at
Railway Market and marched to the Gua SAIL General
Office, with participants raising slogans against the move.

Addressing the gathering, union leaders, including Central
President Rama Pandey, said labour organisations and |o-
cal residents would strongly resist the implementation of
the MDO system, fearing it could threaten the jobs of sup-
ply workers and lead to longer working hours.

Speakers also aleged that SAIL management has been
gradually reducing workers' facilities, citing the closure of
the Ruby Hospital guest house in Kolkata, which has af-
fected workers seeking treatment there.

After nearly an hour-long protest, union representatives
submitted a charter of demands to SAIL officials, who as-
sured that the concerns would be forwarded to higher au-
thorities. Several union leaders, local representatives and
villagers participated in the demonstration.

Opposition MPs Submit Notice Seeking Removal

New Delhi: In a major po-
litical development, opposi-
tion Members of Parliament
have submitted formal no-
tices in both Houses of Par-
liament seeking the removal
of Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar, es-
calating tensions between
the ruling establishment
and opposition parties over
the functioning of the Elec-
tion Commission.

The notices, reportedly
signed by 193 MPs, includ-
ing members from both the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha, have been submit-
ted to the presiding officers
of the respective Houses for
consideration under consti-
tutional provisions govern-
ing the removal of the Chief
Election Commissioner.
Allegations of Bias and Ir-
regularities

Opposition leaders have
alleged that the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner has
displayed partisan behav-
iour and discriminatory
decision-making while car-
rying out his constitutional
responsibilities. They claim
that certain decisions taken
by the Election Commission

of CEC Gyanesh Kumar

under his leadership raised
concerns about fairness and
transparency in the elector-
al process.

The notice also mentions
allegations related to the
handling of electoral roll re-
visions and other election-
related decisions that op-
position parties argue could
potentially affect voter par-
ticipation and democratic
credibility.

Constitutional Process
Under the Constitution of
India, the removal of a Chief

Election Commissioner fol-
lows a process similar to the
removal of a Supreme Court
judge. The presiding officers
of Parliament must first ex-
amine and admit the notice.
If accepted, a formal inquiry
may be initiated.

For the motion to succeed,
it must be passed by a spe-
cial majority in both Houses
of Parliament, making the
process legally stringent and
politically significant.
Political Reactions
Opposition parties have de-

fended the move as a nec-
essary step to protect the
independence and integrity
of the country’s electoral
system. On the other hand,
critics have described the
initiative as politically mo-
tivated and warned that it
could deepen institutional
confrontations.

The development has set the
stage for a heated political
debate in Parliament, with
the issue likely to dominate
discussions in the coming
days.

“Watch What Happens Today”: Trump
I ssues Fresh Warningto Iran

Washington: US President Donald Trump issued a dra-
matic warning on Friday, telling the world to “watch what
happens today” as tensions between the United States and
Iran continued to intensify, raising fears of further military
escalation in the Middle East.

The remark, posted on Trump's social media platform,
came at a time when the conflict between Washington and
Tehran has entered a critical phase. His brief but pointed
message sparked speculation that new military action or a
major announcement could be imminent.

Strong Warning to Tehran

In aseries of statements, Trump adopted an aggressive tone
toward Iran, asserting that American forces were inflicting
heavy damage on Iranian military capabilities. He claimed
that the United States possessed overwhelming military
power and warned that Tehran would face severe conse-
quencesif hostilities continued.

Trump also suggested that the Iranian leadership was under
immense pressure, hinting that recent operations had sig-
nificantly weakened the country’s command structure and
strategic assets.

National Seminar on Self-Reliant India

DPS Bokaro Earns Prestigious 7-Star Rating as

by Apurva

Bokaro: Bokaro: Delhi Pub-
lic School (DPS), Bokaro
has earned the prestigious
7-Star Rating Award as a
leading Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal (SDG) school in
India. The recognition was
conferred by the Centre for
Educational ~ Development
(CED) Foundation, affiliated
with NITI Aayog and the
Ministry of MSME, at a cer-
emony in New Delhi.

The award recognises the
school’s effective integration

of sustainability in education
through initiatives promot-
ing environmental aware-
ness, responsible resource
use, energy efficiency and
inclusivity among students.

Leading SDG Schoo

<)
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DPS Bokaro had also re-
ceived the SDG School
Award last year, highlighting
its continued commitment
to eco-friendly practices and
sustainable learning.

In another honour, Principal
Dr. A. S. Gangwar received
the Best Principal Award
from the National EduTrust
of India for his leadership in
promoting innovative learn-
ing and environmental stew-
ardship.

Dr. Gangwar congratulated
the DPS Bokaro community,
stating that the 7-Star rating
reflects the collective dedi-
cation of students, teachers,
parents and staff towards
building responsible and
environmentally ~ conscious
future citizens.

by Suresh Pd Nikhar

Gaya Ji: A two-day national seminar on “Inclusive and
Sustainable Development for Self-Reliant India” com-
menced at the Swami Vivekananda Auditorium of Anugrah
Memorial College, Gaya, organised jointly by Magadh Uni-
versity’s Anugrah Memorial College and the Indian Socio-
logical Society (IKS Group).

Around 100 scholars from 18 states are participating, pre-
senting research papers across seven technical sessions dur-
ing the seminar.

The programme began with the Magadh University Kulgeet
and ceremonia lamp lighting, followed by the felicitation
of guests. Seminar coordinator Dr. Rakesh Rai outlined the
theme and objectives of the event.

Speaking on the occasion, former Union Minister Sanjay
Paswan emphasised the importance of Atmanirbhar Bharat
and the role of youth and academic research in building a
self-reliant nation. Former Vice-Chancellor Prof. Yogendra
Singh highlighted India's development philosophy rooted
in “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.”

Magadh University Registrar Prof. Vinod Kumar Man-
gadam and Principal Prof. Mohammad Nazir Akhtar also
addressed the gathering, stressing inclusive development
and the role of academiain nation-building.

During the event, the research journal “Pratibha Srijan” and
a book titled “Dararon Ke Beech Jhankta Sach” were also
released. Two technical sessions were held on the first day,
while the remaining sessions will conclude on the second

day.
Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren Hands Over
1,485 Vehiclesto Jharkhand Police

Ranchi: Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren on Fri-
day handed over 1,485 modern vehicles to the Jharkhand
Police and virtually laid the foundation stone for 12 new
police stations across the state at a programme held at the
Jharkhand L egidlative Assembly complex in Ranchi.
Describing theinitiative asahistoric step in the 25-year his-
tory of Jharkhand, the Chief Minister said it was the largest
fleet of vehicles ever provided to the police force at one
time, aimed at strengthening policing capacity and improv-
ing public safety.

As part of the programme, Soren flagged off the newly in-
ducted vehicles and virtually launched the construction of
the police stations by pressing a remote button.

The Chief Minister also distributed appointment letters to
candidates selected in different categories, marking another
step towards strengthening the state’s administrative and

security framework.

India Unveils ‘Avatar’, Its First Amphibious Drone That Can Fly
From Sky to Sea: India’s Next-Gen Drone I

by Ashis Sinha

Bengaluru: In a breakthrough
for Indias rapidly evolv-
ing deep-tech ecosystem, a
Bengaluru-based startup has
developed the countrys first
amphibious drone capable of
operating both in the air and
underwater. Named “Avatar”
(AVATAAR), the innovative
drone can fly like a convention-
al quadcopter, dive into water
to conduct underwater tasks,
and then resurface to continue
aerial operations.
The technology marks a sig-
nificant step forward in multi-
domain unmanned systems,
offering a single platform that
can perform surveillance and
inspection tasks across both air
and aquatic environments.
A Drone That Bridges Air and
Water
Unlike conventional drones
that are limited to aerial mis-
sions, the Avatar drone is de-
signed to seamlessly transition
between flying and underwater
- @

navigation. During a mission,
the drone can take off and
perform aerial reconnaissance
before descending onto a water
surface and submerging to con-
duct underwater inspections or
monitoring operations.

Once the underwater task
is complete, the drone can
emerge from the water and re-
sume flight, allowing continu-
ous multi-environment opera-
tions without needing separate
aerial and underwater vehicles.
This hybrid capability sig-
nificantly expands operational
flexibility, especially in mari-
time environments where both
surface and underwater intelli-
gence are critical.

Advanced Engineering for
Harsh Marine Conditions
The amphibious drone has
been engineered to withstand
the challenging conditions of
marine environments. Its body
uses corrosion-resistant mate-
rials and sealed electronics de-
signed to protect sensitive sys-

tems from saltwater and debris.
To navigate underwater—
where GPS signals do not func-
tion—the drone relies on ad-
vanced sensing and navigation
technologies. These include
sonar-based imaging systems
that detect objects and obsta-
cles, acoustic sensors for under-
water mapping, and specialized
navigation systems that main-
tain precise positioning even in
low-visibility environments.
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Integrated lighting and sensor
modules allow the drone to
carry out underwater inspec-
tions of structures, seabeds, and
submerged objects.

Safety features are also built
into the system. For instance,
the drone will not initiate a dive
if battery levels fall below safe
operating thresholds, ensur-
ing it can resurface and return
safely.

Prototype Successfully Tested

e

The Avatar drone has already
reached an advanced pro-
totype stage, with successful
demonstrations  conducted
in open-water environments.
Engineers behind the project
say the prototype has achieved
a key development milestone,
proving its ability to transition
smoothly between aerial flight
and underwater navigation.

The prototype has undergone
multiple field tests to validate its

nnovation

propulsion system, waterproof
electronics, and navigation ca-
pabilities. These trials have con-
firmed that the drone can per-
form both aerial surveillance
and underwater inspection
within a single mission cycle.
Following successful testing,
the company is now refining
the systems performance, en-
durance, and sensor capabili-
ties.

Moving Toward Production
The startup is currently work-
ing toward pre-production de-
velopment, with plans to scale
the technology for commer-
cial and strategic applications.
Engineers are focusing on im-
proving battery efficiency, mis-
sion endurance, and payload
capacity to support a wider
range of operational require-
ments.

Once the next development
phase is completed, the com-
pany aims to begin limited
production of the amphibious
drones for deployment in sec-

& Dive Underwater

tors such as maritime security,
offshore infrastructure moni-
toring, and environmental re-
search.

Interest in the technology is
growing from both govern-
ment and industry stakehold-
ers, particularly in areas involv-
ing coastal surveillance and
underwater inspections.

Wide Range of Applications
The drones ability to oper-
ate across two environments
opens up numerous applica-
tions. In defence and security,
it could support naval recon-
naissance, port monitoring,
and underwater threat detec-
tion. The platform can also be
used to inspect offshore pipe-
lines, underwater cables, and
oil-and-gas infrastructure.

In addition, environmental
agencies and research institu-
tions could deploy the drone to
study marine ecosystems, map
seabeds, or monitor pollution
in coastal waters.
Search-and-rescue operations

following maritime accidents
or disasters may also benefit
from such technology, as the
drone can quickly survey both
surface and underwater areas.
A Milestone for India’s Deep-
Tech Innovation

India’s vast coastline and grow-
ing focus on maritime security
have created strong demand
for advanced surveillance tech-
nologies. The development
of Avatar demonstrates the
growing capability of Indian
startups to build sophisticated
autonomous ~ systems  that
combine robotics, artificial
intelligence, and marine engi-
neering.

If the project successfully en-
ters large-scale production, the
amphibious drone could be-
come a significant addition to
Indias emerging defence and
maritime technology land-
scape, positioning the country
among innovators developing
next-generation multi-domain
unmanned systems.
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Trump-Modi friendship helped clinch trade
deal, US envoy reveals at Conclave 2026

The senior fellow at the Asia Pacific Foundation said that, while on one hand, India maintains strong ties with Israel it also has good ties with Iran, keeping in
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Economic Stabilisation Fund to
help govt respond to global
challenges: Nirmala Sitharaman

g Finance Minister says supplementary spending of Rs 2.81 lakh
crore in 2025-26 will keep fiscal deficit within revised estimates;

mind New Delhi's interests in the Middle East. Hence, it won't be easy for India to perfect a balancing act during the ongoing war.

New Delhi.(Agency)

US Ambassador Sergio Gor on Friday asserted that
personal rapport between Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and US President Donald Trump played a
decisive role in finalising the India-US trade
agreement. Speaking at the India Today Conclave
2026, Gor, who took over as US envoy just two

from labelling Delhi as Moscow's "laundromat" to
the President calling India a "dead economy"'.
However, even amid strained ties, Trump frequently The US ambassador said that the relationship helped
referred to PM Modi as his "friend". This aspect
was vividly highlighted by Gor at the India Today

Conclave.

USENVOY ON TRUMP-MODIDOSTI

something Trump saw as a sign of genuine
friendship," Gor stressed.

provide the "little push" needed to bring the two
sides together and overcome sticking points during
the trade deal talks.

Gor, however, acknowledged that negotiations were

Parliament nod sought for fertiliser, food and defence subsidies.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday said the Rs 1 lakh crore
Economic Stabilisation Fund will give fiscal headroom to allow India
to respond to global headwinds.Replying to the debate on the second
batch of supplementary demands for grants in the Lok Sabha, she said
the fund will act as a buffer to absorb shocks arising due to unforeseen
global challenges like the current one in West Asia.

"The Rs 1 lakh crore Economic Stabilisation Fund will give fiscal

months back, made it clear at the
outset that Modi and Trump were
the "only two dealmakers" who
ultimately got the trade agreement
across the finish line.

"The only two dealmakers were
President Trump and Prime
Minister Modi. Their deep and
personal friendship got the deal
done," Gor said, emphasising that
India was a strong and reliable
partner for the US.India and the
US reached a trade deal last month
after nearly a year of negotiations -
a period that saw ties reach their
lowest ebb. The proposed trade
deal saw the US reduce tariffs on
Indian imports to 18% from a

not easy, echoing Trump's claim that
India was a "tough negotiator".

However, Gor said the Modi government
did a commendable job in safeguarding
its national interests while working
toward a mutually beneficial deal."India
is a tough negotiator. India has done a
good job protecting India," he said,
describing the final agreement as a "win-
win deal" for both sides.

ONTRADE DEALFUTURE

Rejecting claims of bad blood during
negotiations, Gor underlined that the
trade agreement was concluded in about
a year -- significantly faster than other
major deals India secured.

"In reality, we got the deal done in a year.
The European Union deal took several

Rs

cash |

crippling 50%, marking the end of a rough patch in

economic relations.

The scenario was completely different months ago,
when Trump railed against India for purchasing
Russian oil -- a revenue source the US claimed was
funding Moscow's war machine in Ukraine -- and
imposed an additional 25% tariff. Months of
caustic remarks by Trump and aides followed it,

New Delhi. (Agency)

The US envoy, known in Washington as a dealmaker
who gets things done, underscored that the
relationship between Trump and PM Modi went
back several years. He also shared that it remained
strong even when Trump was not in the White
House."PM Modi remained a friend even when
Trump wasn't in the White House. Modi continued
to stay in touch with him during that time,

in mid-March.

mend fences and share information about state
initiatives for the 'inclusive development of all

The President had questioned the absence of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee or any of her cabinet
ministers in the group that received her at the
airport in Bagdogra. She also offered sharp
remarks over a change in the location of the event
and suggested the state is actively denying tribals
access to welfare measures and facilities being

"Is development taking place for Santhals and

The Bengal Assembly The office of President Droupadi Murmu has
election is due in rejected the Trinamool Congress' request for an  sections of society'.
Bypril/May and will see a appointment citing a 'paucity of time', sources said
fierce showdown between Friday morning. Sources said a senior Trinamool
X ) member wrote to Murmu on Monday asking for a
the ruling Trinamool meeting with a 12-member delegation to brief the
Congress led by Chief President on state-sponsored welfare measures for
Minister Mamata tribal communities.The Trinamool wrote back
mme requesting time next week, sources added.The
—]—_ 5 . rejection followed a face-off between the President  offered by the centre.
Minister Narendra Modi's 5 the Bengal government over alleged protocol
Bharatiya Janata Party, lapses at a conference on welfare of tribal

the main oppposition.

communities in Siliguri last week. The
Trinamool's request has been seen as an attempt to

tribals here? I don't think so," she said at the event.
"Are facilities (from the central government)
reaching you? I don't think so. I think some people

years," he said, referring to the 'mother of all deals'
India and the EU signed in January after two
decades of negotiations.

However, the present status of the proposed deal
remains in limbo after the US Supreme Court
struck down the sweeping global tariffs imposed
by Trump. The final deal was supposed to be signed

headroom to allow India to respond to global headwinds," she said.
Through the second batch of supplementary demands, the government
sought Lok Sabha approval for spending a gross Rs 2.81 lakh crore
extra in the current
fiscal year. With
additional receipts of =
80,000 crore
budgeted for the current
fiscal year, the net °
additional
spending will be Rs [
2.01 lakh crore. i
Sitharaman said the fiscal .
deficit for the current S
financial year (2025-
26) will be within the Revised Estimates (RE).In RE 2025-26, the fiscal
deficit has been estimated at par with Budget Estimates of 2025-26 at
4.4 per cent of GDP."There is no increase in expenditure beyond the BE
of 2025-26 due to the second supplementary," Sitharaman said, amid
continuous sloganeering by Opposition members over LPG shortage
concerns.In the Revised Estimates for the current fiscal year, the
government had cut total expenditure to Rs 49.65 lakh crore, from Rs
50.65 lakh crore in BE.Till January, the government had spent Rs 36.90
lakh crore, according to Controller General of Accounts (CGA) data.
The supplementary demands for grants include grants spending towards
setting up of an Economic Stabilisation Fund of Rs 1 lakh crore. Also,
Parliament's nod has been sought for an extra spending of Rs 19,230

crore towards fertilisers' subsidy.

'Paucity Of Time': President's Office Snubs Trinamool Outreach In Protocol Row

O

are being stopped from coming here... maybe some
don't want Santhals to progress..."
The Chief Minister responded as sharply and

dismissed the President's remarks as "political"
and timed to coincide with a critical Assembly
election due in April/May.

"I would like to humbly request the President not to
make statements that don't speak well of your
post. You spoke about one community today...
you didn't speak about the rest of the communities
here in Bengal," she said.

"Don't play politics on advice of BJP before
poll."Mamata Banerjee - protesting the revision
of state voter rolls, a revision opposition parties
say is meant to disenfranchise some sections of

voters - also asked the President: "Do you know

how many tribals were deleted from voter lists
here?"

Bid on Farooq Abdullah life a matter of 10 lakh leaflets with ‘chargesheet’ against Himanta govt:
great concern: Nadda in Rajya Sabha

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Centre Thursday said the murderous
attack on Farooq Abdullah is a matter of
great concern, adding that all necessary
steps will be taken to ensure his security.
Leader of the House and Union Minister
J P Nadda said the government is taking
the assassination bid with utmost
seriousness.

This was in reply to Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge’s allegation that
there seemed to be a conspiracy to kill
Abdullah, blaming revocation of J&K’s
statehood for the incident. Nadda said a

thorough probe is being conducted to
ascertain the motive of the arrested
assassin and to prevent any such security
lapse in the future. He said: “Reaching a

(J&K) was not given statehood... and
making allegations that there is in a way
a conspiracy being hatched to kill him. ..
is condemnable.”

Also, Opposition members slammed the
Centre for replacing MGNREGA with
the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Act —
VB-G RAM G. In the Upper House,
Congress MP Shaktisinh Gohil said:
“...MGNREGA gave jobs to poor
people in villages... now you say the
states will give money (for the scheme
under VB-GRAMG).

Behind the arrest of 4 Congress workers in Guwahati

New Delhi .(Agency)

On a visit to Assam on February 19, Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra released
a 20-point “People’s
Chargesheet” against the
Himanta Biswa Sarma-led BJP
government. This Monday, the
Assam police found four
Congress workers carrying a
large number of these leaflets,

Congress workers — Rakibul Hoque Khan, Akshay
Bordoloi, Joynal Abedin and Pranjit Pator — were
detained by police in Guwahati
in the early hours of Monday.
Guwahati East DCP Tabu Ram
Pegu said the police were alerted
about a dispute over the entry of
a truck into a housing society in
the city, and when they checked
the vehicle, they found “around
intended for distribution as part 10 lakh printed leaflets”, which
of the party’s assembly poll “had allegations against our
campaign. The four were arrested and slapped with  honourable chief minister”, stocked for “large-scale
Section 152 of the BNS, a charge similar to “sedition”  distribution.” He cited the “sensitive election time”,
under the IPC. Their bail has been denied.The four —and “law and order ramifications.

conclusion that this happened because

Iran's Araghchi dials Jaishankar 4th
time, calls for co-operation from Brics

Abbas Araghchi spoke
with S Jaishankar on
Friday, briefing him on
Iran's position after US-
Israeli strikes and calling
for support from Brics
nations, while India
emphasised cooperation
and regional stability.

Chennai. (Agency)

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
held another phone conversation with
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar to
discuss regional and international
developments, according to an Iranian
readout of the call.Araghchi briefed
Jaishankar on the latest situation following
what Iran described as US and Israeli
attacks and their impact on regional and
global stability, while also calling for
greater cooperation from BRICS nations,
Tehran said.This was the fourth time the
Iranian foreign minister has spoken to his
Indian counterpart since the United States
and Israel launched strikes on Iran on
January 18, triggering retaliation from
Tehran and escalating tensions across the
Middle East.

"Araghchi briefed his Indian counterpart on

the latest situation following what
Iran described as US and Israeli
attacks, and their impact on regional
and global stability. He stressed the
determination of the Iranian
government, people, and armed
forces to exercise their legitimate
right of self-defence," the readout |
said.

He also called on international and '
regional organisations to condemn
what Iran termed "military
aggression against the country" and
highlighted the "importance of Brics in
supporting global stability".

Jaishankar, for his part, said India is ready to
expand bilateral and multilateral
cooperation in regional and international
forums and emphasised the need to
strengthen lasting stability and security in
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the region, Tehran added.

Jaishankar also confirmed the conversation,
which happened on Thursday night."Had
another conversation with Iranian FM
Abbas Araghchi yesterday night.
Discussed bilateral matters as also Brics
related issues," Jaishankar said.

Both leaders held another "detailed"
conversation on March 11, where they

discussed the war developments,
including the missile attack on a girls'
elementary school in Iran on the first
day of the war and "subsequent
widespread attacks on civilian sites and
public service centres"."The Foreign
Minister described the aggressive act by
the US and the Israeli regime as a
violation of the fundamental principles
and rules of the United Nations Charter
and international law, noting that all
governments have a responsibility to
condemn this military aggression and
blatant law-breaking. The foreign
ministers of Iran and India also discussed
the consequences of the US and Israeli
regime's military aggression on the
security of shipping and vessel traffic
through the Strait of Hormuz," an earlier
readout said.
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Historian of
social change

What a privilege—and a responsibility—it is for
student to speak about Professor K N Panikkal
the occasion of his passinglriting about
Professor Panikkar invites reflection on t
intertwined aspects of his life: his work as
historian and his role as a public intellectual
helped shape how historians and readers en
with the past and understand modern India.

When Professor Panikkar began his scholarly
at the Centre for Historicalt®lies, Jawaharl
Nehru University the study of modern India
history was still lagely centred on elite politic
narratives of colonialism, the Congress move
and constitutional developments. His wo
however asked a dferent question: whal
processes were unfolding beneath the for
political surface?In works such Against Lord
and S$ate: Religion and Peasant Uprisings
Malabar 1836-1921, he examined agrari
struggles, peasant resistance and the com
social world of colonial Kerala. He showed t
resistance was not merely nationalist but
social—directed against landlordism, ca
hierarchy and state authorityn doing so, h
helped broaden the understanding of national
by locating it within wider social processesthin
the lager landscape of Indian historiogrape
belongs to a generation that significantly resha
the study of modern Indian history in the |
twentieth centuryThis shift moved the disciplin

from political narrative towards social historg

from nationalist teleology towards structu
analysis; and towards a greater recognition
historical agency among ordinary people.
Professor Panikk&s scholarship on social refor
movements, particularly in Kerala, remains
important contribution. He approached reform
simply as moral uplift but as a form of ideologi
contestation. In Culture, ldeologyHegemony:
Intellectuals and Social Consciousness in Colo
India, he explored how colonialism operated
only through political domination but also throu
cultural and intellectual processes.His work dr|
from Marxist historiography but was nev
doctrinaire. He engaged, for instance,
insights associated withAntonio
Gramsci—particularly ideas about cultu
agency ideological struggle and the making
consentThrough such approaches, he highligh
how modernity in India evolved throug
negotiation rather than simple importation.
One of Professor PanikKar important public
contributions was his defence of secular
critical historiographyln Communalism in India
History, Politics and Culture and in numero
essays, he gued that communalism should
understood not merely as religious sentiment
as a modern political ideologye consistentl
maintained that history should not be used
manufacture political identities or reduce the
to civilisational conflict. For him, secalism was
not the denial of religion but a democra
framework for regulating power in a plur
society At moments when the writing of histo
itself became a subject of political contestation
remained a thoughtful and steady voice
methodological rigour and critical inquiBeyond
his scholarly work, Professor Panikkar also pla:
a significant institutional roléAs chairperson o
the Kerala &te Higher Education Council,
contributed to discussions on educational po
and the relationship between academic work
social responsibilityHe believed that scholarsh
should not remain confined to academic foru
His writings in newspapers, public lectures
policy engagements reflected a scholar attenti
the wider responsibilities of intellectldie.As his
student, | must also speak of the classro
Professor Panikkar did not simply deliver lectur
he posed questions and problems. He encour
us to read criticallyexamine sources carefully a
situate ideas within their social and mate
contexts. He reminded us that history is not al
memorising events but about understand
structures, contradictions and change.

Policy moment: Case for social media age limit

Overcentralisation suppresses the very diversity of strategies from which innovation arises

SINGAPORES first PrimeMinister Lee KuanYewonce The erosion has not come through any single dramaticepreferencéor dismissabverdialogue contributedo

observedwith characteristibluntnessthatindiais not

stroke.lt hascreptin throughsuccessiveonstitutional
a nation but a set of countries held together by a Britistlmendment&xpansivéJnionlegislationin Concurrent The lesson is not complicated. When legitimate

adecade of violence that cost thousands of lives.

railway line.The remark stung when it was made. It stillList subjectsconditionalFinanceCommissioriransfers  conditutional grievances are denied conditutional

stings because it contains enough truth to be
uncomfortable.The framers of our Constitution
understood this instinctivelirhey did not pretend that
9€|ndiawasa naturalnation-staten the Europearmould.
Article 1 declares simply: India, that is Bhagrshall be a
Union of Sates. Not a Union witht&tes. Not a Union
above $ates A Union of Sates.The distinction is not
grammaticallt is constitutional. Thadlistinctionis now
under sustainedassault. The Justice Kurian Joseph
Committee, which was constituted by themil Nadu

accounting yet of how far Indian constitutional practice
has drifted from this founding design.The comegk
findings on the Govern&s ofiice have been borne o
by the latest gubernatorial appointments
resignations.West Bengal Chief Minister Mamat
Banerjee tweeted that she was not even consulted g
the transfer of RN Ravi to her state. Ravi, who has hi
combative relationship witifamil Nadu CM MK
Stalin, has been transferred in time for anunusus
fraught election inWest Bengal. Some have eve
speculated that Ravi might be an instrument
recommending Presideatule in Bengal.
The Governds ofice was conceived as a neutr
constitutional link. It has become a partisan instrume
| Bills passed by elected legislatures are held back for

and Centrally sponsoredschemesghat convert States
from governments intonplementing agencies bfion
policy. Thecumulativepatternis aninterconnecteaveb
of federal erosion. Even K Santhanam, a member of@me recommendation deserves particular attention becaut
ConstituentAssembly had cautionedthat the Union’s
strengthlay not in the indiscriminateaccumulatiorof
functions, but in the disciplined refusal of
responsibilities that did not properly belong at thevhen the dected state is under Presidentule. This
national level.We have fogotten the caution and speaks directly to what was done to Jammu and Kashmi
retainedbnlytheaccumulation.

governmentn April 2025 and submittedPart| of its There is a persistent illusion, which CMafn has
report last month, has produced the most comprehensigiculatedforcefully, thatthe Union becomesstronger

by diminishing its &tes. It is wrongrhe Union and the

outposts of the ruling party at the Cenfrbe Supreme Statesare not competitorsin a zero-sumcontest.No
Court found occasion to rebuke this conduct of RN Rawuthoritysittingin NewDelhi,howeverenlightenedcan

tailor policy with equalsensitivity to every linguistic
region,agriculturalecologyorlabourmarket.

| Governors must act on state Bills within 15 days withmil Nadus noonmealschemeKeralas achievements

of monthsor years.Raj Bhavanshave beenturnedinto
n in State of Tamil Naduv. Governorof Tamil Naduin
t 2025. The committees remedy is straightforward:
al deemedassenton expiry, and Article 155 should be
t by the state legislature. These are the minimum

conditionsfor treating statelegislaturesas legitimate

constitutionainstitutions. Thelamil Nadugovernment,
h

in public healthcare, Maharashtra’'s employment

amendedo requireappointmenfrom namesapproved guaranteenitiative — all beganas stateexperiments
before informing national policy. Overcentralisation
suppresses the very diversity of strategies from whidanguagesof the Union. Federationsflourish when
innovationanddiscovenarise.
under MK Stalin, deserves commendation for Historyteaches a harderlesson too, one that those in Ddlriguage isimposed.On the GSiates surrendered their

remedies, they seek other outlétdJnion that mistakes
suppression for unity should not be surprised whate$S
seekmorethantheyweredenied.

it addresses a wound that has not healée. Justice
Kurian Joseph committee proposes that no territorial
reolganisation Bill may be introduced in Parliament

in August 2019A constituent state was bifurcated into
two UnionTerritories by parliamentary majorjtyith its
legislature suspended and its leadership under detentiol
The constitutional provision notionally requiring
the state legislature’ view was rendered
meaningless through the fiction of Presidential rule.
The Centre, having imposed Presidemtile, then
consulted itself.If a state can be extinguished wher
its legislature is conveniently suspended, the
indestructibility of $ates is not a constitutional
guarantee but a constitutional pretendehe
committee$ proposed remedyhat all territorial
reoiganisation require the fatted states genuine
concurrence, would restore what the framers
intended when they wrote that India shall be a
Union of States.On language, the committee
exposes a statistical manipulation that has
underwrittendecadesof cultural imposition. By
misclassifying 53 independentlanguages,including
Bhojpuri, Rajasthaniand Chhattisgarhi,as dialects of
Hindi, theCensushasartificially inflatedHindi speakers’
base from around 25 per cent to a claimed 43.6 per cen
Nearly 250 Indian languages have become extinct in the
past50 years. Anothed00 face extinctionin the next
50.The committee recommends constitutionally
entrenching English as a permanefit@l language and
recognising all Eighth Schedule languages dgialf

linguistic diversity is protected’hey fracture when one

commissioning this inquiryin an era whent8tes are would do well to hearOvercentralisation does not mostproductivetaxingpowersin exchangdor promises

| expectedto remain quietly grateful for whatever
f autonomythe Centrepermits,this actof constitutional
assertionis itself a form of public service. The

produce passive acceptance.
Punjabs tragedy in the 1980s did not egerfrom
nowhereTheAnandpur Sahib Resolution of 1973 wasstructural veto, has functioned as an extension of the

It produces reactiaf. revenue growth and stability that remaingkly

unredeemedihe GSTCouncil, where the Union holds a

committees central finding will surprise no one who hasat its core a constitutional demand: for the redefining dfnion Finance Ministry. The committeeS proposals

watched Indian federalism at close quarters.
Centralisation,once a founding necessity born of

habit mistaken for principle.

PUNJAB'’s economyhaslong beenweigheddown by

the slow pace of industrialisation. Once known for
€ entrepreneurial spirind manufacturinglusters in
I cities like Ludhiana and Jalandhahe state has
gradually lost ground to more aggressive industi
hubssuchasGujarat MaharashtrandHaryanaThe

consequences are Vvisible: economic stagnat
shrinking job opportunities and a steady migration
young Punjabis in search of better prospégsainst

this backdrop, the Punjab government’s new

s. Industrial and Business Development Policy-232¢
d a welcome step. The policy ams to attract

to investments worth Rs 75,000 crore and revive
industrial emsystem through a mix of fiscal

. incentives, sectoraupport andegulatory reforms.
; It introducesseverakignificantmeasuresncluding
ectapital subsidies for the first time, customis
incentive packagesfor investors and extended
support for up to 15 years.The eligibility thresh
Ul for employmentsubsidieshas also beenreduced,

rer r > L . ambit of government suppoithese provisions reflecta ) I
bringing smaller and medium-scale industries within theecognition that the industrial backbone lies not only ifointoranothemissedpportunity

Centre-$ate relations, for genuine devolution of posver include requiring Union decisions to secure the
and for recognition that Punjabidentity and political
Partition anxieties and the integration of over 56@spirations deserved constitutional respethose
princely states, has hardened into an inherited reflexdg@mands were not secessionist in origihey were establishingan independenSecretariatind a statutory
federal The failure to engage with them constitutionally Dispute Settlemewrtuthority.

Punjab’s industrial policy: Execution key to success

concurrence of at least 20 States, rotating the
chairpersonshipamong state finance ministers and

Punjab has seen ambitious announcements before that failed to translate into sustained industrial growth.

large factories but also in thousands of small and
medium enterprises that eropla significant share

of the workforce. If implemented fettively, the
policy could help revitalise traditional
manufacturinglustersvhile attractingnvestment

in emeging sectors such as electric vehicles,
electronics and information technology.Yet
policies alone cannot transform an economy
Punjabhasseenambitiousannouncementisefore
that failed to translate into sustained industrial
growth. Investors weigh incentives alongside
governancestandardsinfrastructurequality, land
availability and law-and-order conditions.
Bureaucratidelays,policy uncertaintyandweak
logistics can erode the attractiveness of incentive
schemes. The real test, therefore, lies in
implementationTransparenproceduresgquicker
approvals and reliable infrastructure are essentia
to build investor confidence.Thesefactors will
determine whether the policy becomes a turning

Time for India to stand firm in West Asian crisis

RECENTgeopoliticaldevelopmenthavesharplyprofiled

the gap between the Union governmenitetoric and its

policies as well as articulation — or the lack oAkioard
INS Vikrant in October last year Prime Minister
NarendraModi emphasisethatthelndianNavy“stands
guard like a sentinel of the Indian
Ocean”However four months later, the
sinkingof Iran'snavalvesselRIS Denabya %8
USsubmarin&5km off theSriLankancoast &
elicited silence.Perhaps)ndia was legally
not required to commert on a vessel
returninghomeafter participatingin India’s
MILAN 2026multilateralnavalexerciseand
the InternationalFleetReview But thereis
law andthenthereis decencyandperception.
And, the general perceptionis that the
absencefregretregardindRIS Denawasin
line with the Modi governmens cave-into
theUSoverthepastyear

This perceptionwas only strengthenedby
External Affairs Minister (EAM) S
Jaishankds short tutorial on the Indian
Ocean at the recent Raisina Dialogue in
Delhi. On Iraniannavalvesselshe saidthe
three which took part in the Fleet Review
hostedby India “got caughton the wrong
side of events”. He went on to say that India

Is the prospect of annoying the US paralysing New Delhi's moves

humane. It was insensitive and not in keeping with IsdiaKhameneiand membersof his family. It called for

cultural tradition of respectfulreferenceto the dead,
whatever be the circumstances.Jaishankawith his
weakh of diplomafc expeience which has been

restraintandurgedthat“dialogueanddiplomacyshould
be pursued to de-escalate tensions and address
underlyingissuesSovereigntyandterritorialintegrity of

strengthened by his almost seven years as EAM, showtl statesmust be respected”.The killing of Iran’s

]

allowed one of them to reach the Kochi port as be awarethat his referencecan only be perceivedas

humanitarian gesture; Sri Lankacepted second one.

Hethensaid,"One,unfortunatelydid notmakeit”. This
is how he referredto the torpedoingof IRIS Denaon
March 4.Eighty-seven bodiesere recoverety theSri
LankanNavy, while 32sailorswererescued.

If it was humanity which madeIndia accommodatean
Iranian naval vessel, Jaishankar'seferenceto IRIS
Denas sinking and the loss of lives was less t

Supremeleadershouldhavebeen,

at a minimum, regretted.This was
l especiallysoasit hadtakenplacein
the contextof US leadersasserting
that Europearexpansionisnshould
be a matter of pride for th®&est and
notof “guilt or shame”.It wasgood
that the governmentsent Foreign
Secretaryikram Misri to sign the
cordolene bodk at the Iranian
embassyndthuspartially retrieved
lost ground.Novoice wasraisedby
the ruling dispensatioragainstUS
leaders’ speeches and actions

NicolasMaduroandhiswife andthe
strikesagainstlran were part of an
approachwhich was reminiscentof
thewilful assertiorof powerby the
Eastindia Companyin Indiain the
18thcenturyandthefirst half of the
19th.Thentoo,rulersweredepose@ndnewonesputon

kowtowing to the US. Even now he should make amendthethroneby anexternapower Now, Trumpis asserting

Itis never too late to do so. Is the prospect of annoying thieat the leadersof Iran shouldbe chosenby him or be

USparalysingndia’smoves?

It was strangethat the first statemenby the Ministry of
ExternalAffairs regardingdevelopmentén Iran did not
makeany mentionof thelsraeli-USattackson February
28 and the decapitating strikes against the Iranian

haleadershipwhich killed SupremeleaderAyatollahAli

acceptabldo him. This is blowing up the principle of
non-interferencein the internal affairs of sovereign
states. Theursuitof nationalinterestis the first taskof
any governmentSuccessivéndian governmentdave

did not protest the Soviet invasiorAdghanistan in 1979
which was accompaniedby the killing of President
HafizullahAmin by Sovietcommando# hishome. The
only difference between the Soviet killing Afnin and
the assassinationf Khameneiwas that the latter was
avowedly done in the context of a virtual colonial project

It is ironic that if the Jana Sangh was critical of the Sovie
invasion and even more of Indiasilence on the issue,
now the BJP-led government is silent on the US actio
against Iran. It is noteworthy that the Jana Sangh he
consideredIndira Gandhis Afghan policy to have
lowered “Indias prestige in the worldToday it is the
Congress tageting the BJkh the same vein.

That colonial project was also reflectadlie speech of US
Deputy Secretary oft&te Christopher Landau at the
Raisina Dialogue. He made an impassioned case for i
India-US partnership, but at the same time cautioned th
“India should understand that we are not going to mak
the same mistakes with India that we made with China 2

virtually defending colonialism. The years ago..We are going to make sure that whatever we
capture of VenezuelanPresident

dois farto ou people”.

This was extraordinarily insulting to the Indian people
because India’ progress since Independence has nc
been dependent on any other powéenevolence. It has
been achieved by the Indian people. But here was a sen
foreign oficer virtually telling Indians on Indian soil that
therewerelimits to the governmens desirefor Viksit
Bharat.It is strangethat neither the governmentnor
anyonefrom the ruling dispensatiorhasrespondedo
Landausmessagsofar. Theres atimefor silenceanda
time for a firm response. Now is a time for the laffée
world has to be made aware that India acts and speaks
defend its views and will not allow anyone to come in the
way of its progress. Such action is derived from its

held this as their supreme objective. If principles haveivilisationalethos.

comein theway, theyhaveoverlookedhem.Thus,India

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellerswho do not owe any responsibility for any damage or lossto any person, apurchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of thiswork. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forumsin Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themsel ves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the‘ The Researchers' Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of 1oss, consequences and further product-rel ated damages on such advertisement.
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Trophy is home: Suryakumar
thanks Team India fans after

T20 World Cup win

New Delhi. (Agency)

Suryakumalyadav sent a special message to

the Indian cricket team fans after th€20 . .

World Cup 2026 win, with the trophy finally «-ECB has lifted the temporary restriction

coming back home. India put on a clinical

performance with bat and ball in the final/in 2 cergtrally contrac@ed England players

Ahmedabad on March 8 to beat New speaking to the media. The move comes

Zealand by 76 runs and become the first, - o o !

team in the history of the tournament to amid scrutiny fo!lowmg England's Ashes

retain their title. The BCCI posted a special defeat and a series of off-field

video dedicated to the fans with o 28 : :

Suryakumar thanking them for their support coniroversies mvolvmg play i durmq

and blessings throughout the journ&ie | recent tours.

Indian skipper said that the trophy win

belongs to the entire countignd it was the LAVERKUSEN. (Agency)

victory of the kids who dream about makingrhe England and Wales Cricket Board has

it big in cricket."Deaffeam India fans. First |ifted the temporary restriction that had )

of all, a heartfelt thank yoWve are hereonly  prevented centrally contracted England £ 4

because of your support and blessiifdss = players from speaking to the media while® T il
representing their counties. With the
decision now reversed, England’s top

England lifts media

|

with journalistswithoutlimitations.

The measure had originally been introduced i
the aftermath of Englarsl’ disappointing
Ashes campaignThe ECB wanted senior
officials — managing director of mexY’

Gould — to address the media first beforéContinueol scrutiny around Engladishes

World Cup trophy belongs to the entire
country When we won, it wast’just our
victory.""It was the dream of those kids who
hold a bat and ball and imagine a future. It
was for the fans who fill the stadiunfsd
for the millions who support us from their
homesYour prayers and unconditional love
have given us the strength to bring this
trophy home. In India, cricket is not just a
game — it5 an emotionAnd this victory
belongsto all of you.”

SURYAKUMAR AIMING FOR OLYMPIC
GLORY

The T20 World Cup 2026 win was a major
achievement for Suryakumar as India have
remained unbeaten in bilateral series and
multi-team tournaments during his tenure.
However the Indian captain isn't ready to
slow down and is aiming for Olympic glory
in LA in 2028 and doing a hat-trick in the
T20 World Cup."Next goal is Olympics
gold and thd20World Cup whichis alsoin
that yeal" said SuryakumaBuryakumar
will next be in action during the IPlvhere
he will play for Mumbai Indians.

South Africa the
stupidest team of T20
World Cup, could've
knocked out India:
Vaughan

New Delhi. (Agency) Hours after making the signing of
Former England captain Micha&laughan

labelled Soutlfrica as the stupidest team in Abl‘i}l‘ Ahmed_ dlll’ll]E the Hundred
theT20World Cup 2026 and claimed it was guction, Sunrisers Leeds' X account

their mistake that allowed India to win the
tournament.Vaughan said that if South Wa$ suspended on Thursday, March

Africa had allowedVest Indies to beat them 0

in their Super 8 clash, then India would have 12 The Leeds team 1s fu“y owned I)Y
faced an uphill task to make it to the semis the Sun Group who are the owners
and may have been eliminated in the - . B

process. During the Super 8 stage, India lostof Sunrisers Hyderabad in the IPL.
to SouthAfrica by 76 runs, and it left

SuryakumarYadav's team in a tricky spot,

needing wins in their next two games against New Delhi. (Agency)
Zimbabwe and theWest Indies. lIndia Sunrisers Leeds' X account was suspended

New Delhi. (Agency)

script usually writes itself. Celebration,one half-century. These may not be
admiration and collective pride follow in headline-grabbingumbers put they came
equal measur&et Indias historic defence
of the ICC Men'§20World Cup on home
soil has been met with something rathe
different.It has not even been a week afte
the triumph, and a curious narrative ha:
emepged that questionsthe value of the
victory and directs an unusual amount o
criticism towards the man who captained it
Suryakumar YadavAnother T20 World
Cup now sits in Indi& cabinet, but fora |
section of fans, the moment somehow feelf
diminished. Some gue that Indies
influence over the modern game is toc.
powerful, calling the triumph a |
shamOthers insis that the cricketing
world must unite to curb India’s

the captain himself.

KEY CONTRIBUTIONS

Statistically Suryakumals tournamentwas
far from a failure. He finished as Indsa

first match as hosts in tHE20 World Cup
seemed to haunt the team again.
However fresh from winning Player of the

Kalanithi Maran—made a strong push to

players began speaking publicly about theaour, whereboth on-field performancesand
cricketers will once again be free to engagdOUr-As aresult, centrally contracted Englandoff-field issues drew widespread attention.
players were temporarily restricted froENGLAND'S OFF-FIELD PROBLEMS

iscussing theAshes while appearing irEnglands difficult tour was followed by a
edia interactions linked to their countieS.series of controversies that

The ECB has now withdrawn that restriction,management led by head coach Brendoreview into the disappointing campaign in
allowing players to speak independently of\icCullum under intense pressure.

; ; ; : Key and Gould scheduled media briefing i f i
cricket Rob Key and chief executive R|chard.n the coming weeks.The move comes amisl)neof thebiggestalking pointsemegedafter

World Cup-winning captain under fire: The
strange scrutiny of Suryakumar Yadav

runs from nine innings at an average ofanunbeate®4from49deliveriesdragging
When a team lifts &Vorld Cup trophythe 30.25 and a strike rate of 136.72, includinghe innings to a respectable161/9.The

A steady 32 629 against Pakistan on a tricky

r fror , series against New Zealand, Suryakumaffom his broademattingnumberssincethe
third-highest run-scorgaccumulating 242 ook it upon himself to rescue his team withlCC T20World Cup2024triumph.

Sunrisers Leeds X account suspended after
backlash over Abrar Ahmed Hundred signing

RANCHI | 14 March 2026 7
ban on Ashes stars

despite ongoing performance review

an altercation with a nightclub bouncer
during England earlier tour of New
Zealand, where the side hadfsoéd a 3-0
defeat. The reported incident also raised
guestions about Broo&’ position as
Englands white-ball captain.Another
controversy followed during thshes when
reports suggested Englasdburday break

in Noosa resembled a stag-style pawith
claims that several players had spent the time
drinking heavilyMatters escalated further
when a video circulated online showing
England opener Ben Duckett appearing
intoxicated while speaking to a fan.
Responding to the incident ahead of the
fourth Test, Rob Key said the board would
look into the matter adding that such
behaviour did not represent the standards
expected from an international
side.England performances on the field
also failed to impressthe team struggled
through the early stagesof the Ashes,
allowing Australia to retain the urn after
dominating the opening three matches of the
placed the teaseries.The ECB has since begun a formal

Australia. Despite the criticism surrounding
the tour McCullum is expected to remain in
he SydneyTestwhenreportssurfacedthat chage and guide England into the next home
Harry Brook had allegedly been involved in Ashesseriesn 2027.

Suit, stocks and squash: Ramit
Tandon now eyes the Olympic
dream for India

New Delhi. (Agency)
"l don't think an athlete ever selects the sport.
It's the sport that selects the athlete."

gVhen RamitTandon said this about being a
squash playethere was a beaming smile and
a sense of pride in his words. For the 34-year
old, squash came into his life by
accompanying his father and watching him
play. Today he is one of India's finest in the
sport, but owes it all to his father for putting
that fire in him to take it up as his calling.But
even then, the man from Kolkata played
squash more for the fun factor than anything
else."l had the opportunity to play the sport
because of my fatheotherwise | probably
wouldn't know what squash is, like a lot of
people in our countryBut after you get
exposed to certain things, then at the young
age of 5 years, 6 years, it's not about you
electing it or you choosing to do it. It's just

knock ultimately set up a comfortable 2
run victory and ensured India won their
opening game of th&20 World Cup as
hosts for the first timeThe rest of the
competition did not produce another major
innings from the captain, yet his
contributions remained quietly significant.

surface made sure that there was no
collapse in the middle overs. Later, a
measured 34 628 against the Netherlands
providedstability amidthe constanfall of
wickets.A blistering33 from just 13 balls
against Zimbabwe ensured India
maintainedarelentlesscoringrateontheir
way to a commanding total.None of those

innings stood out amid the flashy big Scoreiomething that aligns with yoirou like it

at moments when the team most needeflf the game and their value often slipped o : o
dominance. It is an extraordinary reaCtiortomposure.His most defining knock arrivegPeneaththe surface of scorecardsand more than other activities, you get into it,

to what should have been a straightforwarg, the opening fixture itself against the USA, highlightreels.
sporting achievemenmid the noise, the |ndig had slumped to 77/6, staring at diESTRANGESCRUTINY
player absorbing the brunt of the scrutiny i%mbarrassing defeat as the hoodoo of f@spite those contributions, Suryakuisar

said Ramitto Indidoday
"So for me also, the journey was, it wasn't a

credentials as India’ captain have
repeatedly been questioned sinceVilozld
Cup victory Much of the criticism stems

Piccadilly Lights in London on
Thursday as SunRisers Leedd
successfully outbidrent Rockets to
landAbrarAhmed.The team will be
captained by England’ T20I
skipper Harry Brook.The signing
also marked a rare moment, as it is
the first time in several years that a
franchise with ownership ties to the
Indian Premier League (IPL) has

thoughtful decision like, 'oh, | want to be a
squash playéert was more like, ok this is fun,
let me enjoy my time playing squasirhile

my friends would be playing cricket or
football, | would spend my time on the squash
courts and slowly that passion turned into a
recruited a Pakistan cricketer Profession.NowRamit sits at No.38 in the
Following this, Indian fans PSAsquash tour rankings. He is the second-
slammed the Sunrisers franchise,highest-ranked Indian behindbhay Singh
calling for a boycott of SRH in the (World No.27) and one of the stalwarts
IPL. Now, the Sunrisers Leeds leading the squash revolution in the country
account cannot be accessed on X.Ifalongside Joshna Chinnappgnahat Singh
tries to access the account, they'rand Velavan SenthilkumaBut watching

defeated Zimbabwe but were also closely Thursday March 12, hours after they

following the result of the Southfrica vs
West Indies clash inAhmedabad. The
Proteas thrashed thWindies to seal their

sign Pakistan's\brar Ahmed during the  Kayya Maran, the CEO of the franchise andules.”
Hundred auctioriThe SunRisers franchise, 5 key decision-makemas present at théit the moment, there is no explanation givencompletely diferent life — one in the world

Qign Pakistan spinneibrar Anmed and Someone . ST
eventually secured his services formetwiththe message, "Account suspendedRamit show df his skills inside the squash

completed the much-talked about deal tqz£190,000 (approximately Rs 2.34 crore) X suspends accounts that violate the Xcourt was something that almost didn't

happen. In fact, he could have been living a

spot and make India’s clash against the two-which is owned by the Sun Group—anaction.Kavya Maran was joined by headby X as to why they decided to suspend theof finance, tackling balance sheets and the ups
time champions a virtual quarterfinal in Indian media conglomerate headed by:oach DanieVettori at the auction table at account of the Sunrisers Leeds franchise. and downs of the stock market.

Duplantis breaks pole vault world record for

NEW DELHI. (Agency) world record here was actuall
Armand Duplantis continued his extraordinaryincredible.”
dominancein pole vault by breakingthe “Thisis my home. Everytime | standont
world record for the 15th time in his career trackl represenyou andfeel suchpride
: e Competing in front of a home crowd at thetojumpfor youandSweden,’headded.
on o beat England In the semifinal. Southyjongo Classic in Uppsala, Sweden, tBUPLANTIS BREAKS HIS OWN
after their loss to New Zealand in the final O!YMPic champion cleared 6.31m, WORLD RECORD .
four stage." tell you, who I Trink is e IOV 15 0un previous mark by cneuplantle produced 2 domina
: 5 : ora- f erformance in Uppsala, clearing 5.
?#%g?g;égﬁge i?fsgcﬁh;[ﬁg;nﬁ;gegltdwigUthat the World Athletics IndoorTour Silver  590m and 6.08m without any faile
theWest Indies to beat them in the Super gsMeeting on Thursday where Duplantis attempts to seal victoryWith the
India would have been knocked out. I'm just comfortably won the competition before competition efectively wrapped up, he
saying — if they had cleared them out, the@ising the bar to a new world record heightthen asked for the bar to be raised to

juggernaut that was coming would have
stopped,” Vaughan said on theti€k to
Cricket podcast.By winning that game, they
allowed the juggernaut to go on. India then
beat Zimbabwe, then thé&fest Indies in a
kind of quarterfinal, and then England.
SouthAfrica had to play Zimbabwe next,
and they even rested three players for tha
match," he added.

Kolkata.The hosts won the contest and went

improvements have come in increments of

admitted performing in front of his home previous world record.The 26-yeald
fans added extra pressure but made theuccessfully cleared the mark to once ag
moment even more special.“If you come torewrite the record books. His previous wor
Sweden to compete against me, it will berecord had been set at tiéorld Athletics
even harder to beat me,” Duplantis said afteChampionships ifiokyo in September
securing the 15th world record of highe latest feat marked the 15th time Duyi
areef'There are a lot of emotions right now has broken the world record since first settig

‘with his latest jump.
MMondo Duplantis world records:
17 m — February 08, 2020
6.18m— Februaryl5,2020
6.19 m— March 07, 2022
0m—March 20, 2022
1m—July 24,2022
.22 m— February 25, 2023
I

here was a little extra pressure becauseii in February 2020 with a clearance
want to perform in a diérent way Settinga 6.17m.

N TN N

Interestinalv most of his record
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I5th time af Uppsala World Athletics

6.23 m — September 17,2023
6.24 m —April 20, 2024

6.25 m—August 05, 2024
6.26 m—August 25, 2024
6.27 m — February 28, 2025

F 6.28 m— June 15, 2025

6.29 m—August 12, 2025

| 6.30 m— September 15, 2025

6.31 m—March 12,2026

It was also a special milestone for the
Swedish superstarAlthough he had
previously broken the record in Sweden,
Thursdays jump marked the first time he

Speaking after the event, the Swedish st&.31m, a height that would surpass hi§yst one centimetre, a pattern that continuedchieved the feat indoors on home soil.

Duplantis had only recently returned to
competition after battling food poisoning
during an appearance in Clermont-Ferrand,
France, in Februaryhere he cleared 6.06m.
The Uppsala meeting was just his second
competition of the yeamaking the record-
breaking performance even more
remarkable.
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Nora,
latehi

Slams Trolls After Her World
Peace Appeal Amid Middle East
Tensions Sparks Backlash

ﬁ ctress Nora Fatehi, who is quite active on social media, recently

shared a video on Instagram amid the rising tensions in the Middle
East. In her video, she assured her fans that she was safe while
urging people to prioritise unity and peace. She emphasised that the fear
of uncertainty is affecting people globally, and that peace and stability
are what everyone truly seeks. Now, Nora has posted another video
saying her appeal for world peace amid the Iran—Israel conflict had
upset many, and she was criticized simply for advocating peace.
What has Nora Fatehi said in new video
On March 3, Nora shared a new video on her Instagram handle, calling
out people who ‘have lost touch with the ability to have comprehension
skills and listening skills’. She slammed the trolls for the unnecessary
backlash. She was heard saying, “I think a lot of people have lost touch with
i the ability to have
' ' comprehension skills
and listening skills. And
I think that’s something that we
used to learn back in the day in
school. So, you know,
comprehension skills, critical
thinking skills, and reading
abilities, and being able to just
listen. I think a lot of people have
skipped that stage in life, especially

=2

T ar o 1 now with social media and
f | 3 phones...I think we haven’t been
T able to push our brains to that level
‘ of being able to understand things.
But I do maintain my stance on

| d world peace and unity."
.- i She further said, “If you don’t think

you are a part of that sentence,

\ because every country and every g '
person is a part of the world. So if =2
speak generally on people and E }!
wanting people to live in peace, and i

- 1 if I speak against chaos, and if you x |. \

F “ —‘_.

there’s something wrong with you."

Nora said her message about worldwide exhaustion from ongoing chaos spoke for everyone,
irrespective of geography or faith. If calls for peace irritate or threaten someone, she believes
they need to look within. The actress further added, “While I’m reflecting today, because
you know, I just did my prayers, and I’m about to break my fast, and I’'m sitting here, and I’'m
thinking, and I’'m like, wow, you know, we live in a world today where people get upset, they
get angry, if you speak about world peace, that’s scary." Along with the video, she wrote,
“Standing on business.. If world peace and unity is triggering you then please get some
help.”

Meanwhile, Nora was last seen in Ayushmann Khurrana and Rashmika Mandanna’s Thamma,
where she made a special appearance in the song Dilbar Ki Aankhon Ka.

Rukmini Yasanth

Ashika Ranganath Back Sapthami Gowda After
She Calls Qut Inappropriate Pap Angles

On March 3, actress Sapthami Gowda took  disrespectful and unacceptable. We are here for

need to go check yourself. Morally,

to social media to call out paparazzi for  ourcraft. We are here for our cinema."
“deliberate zoom-ins and inappropriate She further wrote, “We unequivocally condemn 4
angles" of women in the industry. Rukmini  deliberate zoom-ins and inappropriate angles.
Vasanth, Ashika Ranganath, and Divya They are clear violations of dignity and will not
Spandana have now extended their support. They ~ be normalised or tolerated. We expect those
reposted the strong note shared by Sapthami. covering events to maintain professionalism,

Actresses come out in support
of Sapthami Gowda

Kannada actor Rukmini Vasanth
and Divya Spandana re-
posted the statement on their
Instagram stories. Reposting
the same note, Ashika
Ranganath wrote, “Let’s
normalise respect — not
violation. Deliberate zoom-
ins and inappropriate angles
are disrespectful and
unacceptable."

In her slamming note, Sapthami
called out the ‘unacceptable’
behaviour by the paparazzi.
She spoke about the inappropriate video angles ~ basic respect, and decency. We stand united in
of female actors shot at public events. She even  setting this boundary. We stand in solidarity with
asked the paps to focus on the work and not the ~ every woman who has experienced this —and we
bodies. will continue to support one another in

Her note read, “As women in the film industry, we =~ demanding respect."In another story, she
stand together in addressing a recurring issue. ~ requested media friends to show support over
Repeatedly, videos and photographs of female  this concern. She wrote, “There are journalists
actors at public events are shot and circulated ~and media friends who have shown immense
from inappropriate angles, with unnecessary  respect and with whom we have felt extremely
zooms that focus on our bodies rather than our ~ secured with. We request them to support us
work. against these handful who are brutal in how they

This behaviour, carried out by a few individuals,is ~ capture and project the ladies.”
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Rashmika Mandanna Flaunts Sindoor,
Mangalsutra As She Walks With
Husband Vijay Deverakoln:da |

spotted wearing a mangalsutra and sindoor
as she walked hand in hand with husband
Vijay Deverakonda following their traditional visit
to his native village in Telangana. The couple, who
tied the knot on February 26 in Udaipur, appeared
relaxed and radiant during their latest public outing.
Videos circulating online show the pair smiling and
interacting warmly with locals as they returned
from Thummanpet village in the Nagarkurnool
district. Their visit was part of customary post-
wedding rituals conducted with family members
and well-wishers.
Rashmika Embraces Bridal Traditions
Rashmika opted for an elegant beige printed saree
accentuated with a bold red border. She completed
) her look with layered gold chains, her mangalsutra

S TR e
Newlywed actor Rashmika Mandanna was

(thali), and sindoor adorning her hair parting. Her
soft curls and minimal makeup added to the
understated bridal glow that fans quickly praised
across social media.

Vijay complemented her in a white floral print kurta
paired with crisp white pyjama trousers, keeping
his look classic and traditional. The couple walked
closely, often pausing to greet villagers who had
gathered to catch a glimpse of them.Following their
intimate wedding ceremony in Udaipur, attended
by close friends and family, the duo reportedly
performed a Satyanarayana Swamy Vratham and
gruhapravesam ceremony at their newly built home
in Thummanpet. The house-entering ritual marked
the beginning of their married life in keeping with
long-held customs.

Locals welcomed the star couple with festive cheer,
music and blessings. The atmosphere reflected both
celebration and pride, as residents turned out in
large numbers to witness the couple’s visit.

Temple Visit And Grand Reception Ahead

Soon after returning from Rajasthan, Rashmika and
Vijay also visited the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanam temple in Hyderabad to seek divine
blessings. They distributed sweets to devotees and
briefly interacted with fans, further amplifying the
buzz around their wedding.

Ayesha Khan Opens Up About

Receiving Rape Threats,
Reveals She Was Dropped
From A Song For Bemg Fut

ctress Ayesha Khan had a successful 2025,
featuring in Aditya Dhar’s blockbuster
Dhurandhar. She appeared alongside Krystle
D’Souza in the song Shararat, which has been
topping charts since the film’s release. Amid the
appreciation coming her way, Ayesha recently

- opened up about being dropped from a song because

- of her body size. She also spoke about being
sexualised on Instagram and receiving rape threats.

Ayesha Khan talks about getting trolled on social
media

Ayesha has previously addressed the trolling she faces
online. During her stint on Bigg Boss 17, she
received backlash over her association with
Munawar Faruqui. Speaking at the We The Women
event, she recalled being removed from a T-Series
song during her college days. She revealed that she
was set to feature as the second lead in the track
while she was in Class 12, but was replaced just a
night before the shoot because she was considered
“fat."

During the conversation, she shared that she took her
time to feel confident about her body and
appearance. She shared that she is “almost every day
sexualised" for her body on Instagram and feels
judgedregardless of what she wears.

Ayesha said, “I am almost every day sexualised for my
body on Instagram. I wear a normal top; people have
a problem, I wear skirts, people have a problem. I
have to think before posting. If T have to think before
wearing something or wanting to post something,
just because someone else is going to sexualise me,
it’s, of course, a very sad space to be in. I don’t know,
there’s a very thin line I keep struggling, sometimes |

7 think I’1l post whatever I want, but other times I am

" not in the mood to see any comments telling me

N\ whatever they would have done to me if they had a
. chance.”

She went on to reveal that she gets “rape threats every

day." She continued, “Because you are a potential

" rapist if you had the strength or you could do what
¥ ) b you are saying, you would do it. So it’s very scary
2" i that these are actual human beings around us. These

q 2 are not just comments. [ have had rape threats every

day. I so wish something strict could be done about

| it. There are days when it triggers my wounds, scares

i ! me that if I were not this famous or powerful like I
) am today, it could have happened."
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Central assistance of Rs
1,900 crore disbursed to
flood-hit states including
Himachal Pradesh, J&K

New Delhi, Agency: A high-level
committee under Union Home Minister
Amit Shah has approved Rs 1,912.99
crore of additional central assistance to
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Nagaland and
union territory of Jammu & Kashmir
affected by flood, flash flood, cloud-
burst, cyclone 'Montha' landslides dur-
ing 2025.

This Central assistance has been
provided from the National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF), subject to an
adjustment of 50 per cent of the open-
ing balance for the year available in the
State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF).

Out of the total amount of Rs
1,012.99 crore, Rs 341.48 crore has
been approved for Andhra Pradesh, Rs
15.70 crore for Chhattisgarh, Rs 778.67
crore for Gujarat, Rs 288.39 crore for
Himachal Pradesh, Rs 158.41 crore for
Nagaland and Rs 330.34 crore for the
union territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

This additional assistance is over
and above the funds released by the
Centre to the States in the State
Disaster Response Fund (SDRF),
already placed at the disposal of the
states. During the financial year 2025-
26, the Central Government has
released Rs 20,735.20 crore to 28 states
under SDRF and Rs 3,628.18 crore
under NDRF to 21 states.

Additionally, Rs 5,373.20 crore from
the State Disaster Mitigation Fund
(SDMF) to 23 States and Rs1,189.56
crore from National Disaster Mitigation
Fund (NDMF) to 21 states have also
been released.

Highlighting there cannot be differ-
ent criteria for children of govt employ-
ees and the rest, the court said it would
amount to discrimination which can't
be allowed.

"Adopting an interpretation that
disadvantages one segment of the same
backward class without rational justifi-
cation would amount to treating equals
as unequals and would thus become the
antithesis of equality... Having regard
to the peculiar facts of the present
cases, the reasoning adopted by HC that
treating similarly placed employees of
private entities and PSUs differently
from govt employees and their wards,
while deciding their entitlement to
reservation, would amount to hostile
discrimination, is certainly one that
inspires the confidence of this court," it
said.

Gulf crisis: Strait of Hormuz

safe passage for ships discussed
with Iran, says government:

New Delhi, Agency: The govt
said on Thursday that external affairs
minister (EAM) S Jaishankar had dis-
cussed safe passage for commercial
shipping through the Strait of Hormuz
in a conversation with his Iranian coun-
terpart Seyed Araghchi on Tuesday but
did not confirm if there's any assurance
yet from Tehran that India-bound ves-
sels would not be targeted.

According to official sources, govt
officials remain engaged with their
Iranian counterparts to negotiate safe
passage for around 28 Indian ships that
are stuck in the Persian Gulf.

India had on Wednesday deplored
attacks on cargo ships after an India-
bound Thai ship was hit by an Iranian
projectile.The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) recalled that the ministers
had spoken thrice about the conflict."The
last conversation discussed issues per-
taining to safety of shipping and India's
energy security. Beyond that, it would be
premature to say anything,” said
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal.The offi-
cial was responding to a question about
whether Iran was allowing Indian ships
to safely sail through the Strait. In his
talks with Jaishankar, according to an
Iranian readout, Araghchi had said that
the "insecure situation" and problems
arising for shipping in the Persian Gulf
are a result of "the aggressive and desta-
bilising actions of the United States, and
the international community must hold
the US accountable for this situation".He
also called for condemnation of the US
and Israeli actions. Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) said
on Wednesday it would not allow even a
litre of oil to be transported through the
Strait."You will not be able to artificially
lower the price of oil. Expect oil at $200
per barrel. The price of oil depends on
regional security, and you are the main
source of insecurity in the region," said a
spokesperson for IRGC.The Indian govt
had said on Wednesday that 28 Indian
vessels with 778 seafarers onboard were
stuck in the Persian Gulf. Of these, 24
vessels with 677 seafarers are on the
western part of the Strait of Hormuz,
while four vessels with 101 persons are on
the eastern side, Rajesh Kumar Sinha,
special secretary in the Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways had said in a
media briefing.
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Indiaco-sponsorsGCC-led UNSCresolutionagainst Iran

New Delhi, Agency:
India co-sponsored a resolu-
tion in UN Security Council
that condemned the "egre-
gious" attacks by Iran against
Gulf Cooperation Council
countries and Jordan and
demanded immediate cessa-
tion of all attacks by Tehran
while denouncing its threats of

closure of the Strait of
Hormuz.
The 15-nation Security

Council, currently under the
presidency of the US, adopted
the resolution on Wednesday
with 13 votes in favour, none
against and abstentions by
veto-wielding permanent
members China and Russia.
Ministry of external affairs
said India had co-sponsored
the GCC-led resolution at the
Security Council as it reflected
its position on the issue. "We
have 135 countries who have
co-sponsored this particular
resolution. The resolution

reflects several of our posi-
tions... we have a large diaspo-
ra in GCC countries and their
well-being and welfare is of

utmost importance,"
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said, adding the Gulf is also
very important for India's
energy security needs.

Without naming Iran, PM
Narendra Modi had earlier
condemned attacks on all GCC

countries.

India co-sponsored the
Bahrain-led resolution along
with over 130 nations, includ-

ing Australia, Austria,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Canada,
Egypt, France, Germany,

Greece, Italy, Japan, Kuwait,
Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar,
New Zealand, Norway, Oman,
Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Singapore, Spain, Ukraine,

SC takes suo motu cognisance of illegal sand
mining in National Chambal Sanctuary

New Delhi, Agency: The
Supreme Court on Friday took
suo motu cognisance of illegal
sand mining in the National
Chambal Sanctuary and threats
to endangered aquatic wildlife.

A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta said
the court has taken cognisance
of recent newspaper reports
highlighting rampant illegal
mining in areas where endan-
gered gharial (long-snouted
crocodile) species preservation
programme is going on.

Due to the illegal mining,
the endangered gharials have
to relocate, the court said.

The bench said that even
areas where the Madhya
Pradesh chief minister had
released gharials have come
under illegal mining.

"Place the matter before the
chief justice of India for neces-
sary directions," the top court
ordered the registry.

According to reports,
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Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav
released 10 gharials into the
Chambal river at the sanctuary
in Morena in February last
year.The National Chambal
Sanctuary, also called the
National Chambal Gharial
wildlife Sanctuary, is a 5,400
sq km tri-state protected area.
Besides the endangered ghari-
al, it is home to the red-

crowned roof turtle and the
endangered Ganges river dol-
phin.Located on the Chambal

river near the tripoint of

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh, the sanctu-
ary was first declared a protect-
ed area in Madhya Pradesh in
1978 and now constitutes a
long narrow eco-reserve co-
administered by the three
states.

UAE, UK, US, Yemen, and
Zambia. The resolution, which
had a total of 135 co-sponsors,
reiterated its strong support
for the territorial integrity,
sovereignty and political inde-
pendence of Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
UAE, and Jordan.

It condemned in the
"strongest terms the egregious
attacks" by Iran against the ter-
ritories of Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
UAE, and Jordan and deter-
mined that such acts constitut-
ed a breach of international law
and were a serious threat to
international peace and securi-
ty. The resolution demanded
immediate cessation of all
attacks by Iran against GCC
countries and Jordan and that
Tehran "immediately and
unconditionally” cease from
any provocation or threats to
neighbouring states, including
the use of proxies.

New Delhi, Agency:
In a significant move, CBI
has taken over two massive
"digital arrest" cases report-
ed from Gujarat last year.
The financial losses in the
cases - the victims, all sen-
ior citizens, lost Rs 19.2 crore
and 11.4 crore - represent
some of the largest sums
siphoned in such scams.

Officials said CBI's eco-
nomic offences unit has now
filed fresh FIRs in the two
cases, which will be headed
by its specialised probe units
to track the money trails and
arrest the masterminds. Last
year, SC had directed CBI to
initiate a larger probe into
"digital arrest" cases.

In first case, Gujarat
doctor lost Rs 19crore; in
2nd, couple Rs 11 crore:
In the first case dating back to
March 2025, a 74-year-old
woman in Gandhinagar, a
retired doctor, was defrauded

Fire breaks out in trans-
port authority building in
Delhi's Sheikh Sarai

New Delhi, Agency: A
fire broke out in the record
room of a transport authori-
ty building in south Delhi's
Sheikh Sarai Phase-2 area, a
Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
official said on Friday.

A call regarding the fire
was received from the trans-
port authority office at 9.31
pm on Thursday, he said.

Nine fire tenders were
rushed to the spot and the
fire was confined to a record
room in the building. It was
doused by 11.20 pm, the offi-
cial said. There were no
reports of any casualties in
the fire, the cause of which is
yet to be ascertained, he said.

CBI to probe 2 'digital arrests'
involving Rs 31 crore

I

of more than Rs 19.2 crore
through an elaborate scheme.
A group of scammers imper-
sonating department of
telecommunications  staff,
police officers and public
prosecutors called her up on
March 15 and convinced her
that she was implicated in a
money laundering investiga-
tion. The fraudsters placed
the woman under constant
surveillance via video calls
and coerced her into liquidat-
ing all her assets - including
breaking FDs, selling her
house and gold, and offload-
ing shares. They provided
fabricated 'Financial
Supervision' certificates on
forged ED letterheads to
authorise the transfers.

Government defends barring certain
groups from list of blood donors

New Delhi, Agency:
Centre on Thursday justified the
exclusion of transgender per-
sons, men having sex with men,
and female sex workers from list
of potential blood donors, saying
the decision was not discrimina-
tory but one based on health
studies which found six to 13
times higher incidence of HIV
among these groups.

Additional solicitor general
Aishwarya Bhati told a three-
judge bench led by CJI Surya
Kant that the National Blood
Policy focused on sourcing blood
from safe donor pools. "Sourcing
blood and components from
high-risk groups is against the
tenets of the policy," said Bhati.

Health ministry said in its
affidavit, "There is substantial
evidence to show that transgen-
der persons, men having sex with
men, and female sex workers are
'at risk' for HIV, Hepatitis B or C
infections."

Citing the annual report of the
department of health and family
welfare for 2020-21, it said, "HIV
prevalence among transgenders,
men who have sex with men, and
female sex workers is six to 13
times higher than adult HIV
prevalence.

"Similar restrictions for blood
donors in respect of population
groups with a high prevalence of
HIV and other transfusion-trans-
mitted infections exist all over
the world. For instance, in most
European countries,
active MSM are permanently
deferred from donating blood,"
the ministry said.
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A Bench of Justice PS
Narasimha and Justice R
Mahadevan held that treat-
ing similarly placed employ-
ees of private entities and
PSUs differently from gov-

deciding reservation would
amount to hostile discrimi-

"Having regard to the
peculiar facts of the present
cases, the reasoning adopted
by the High Court that treat-

New Delhi, Agency:
Creamy layer status of candi-
dates for availing reservation
benefits under the Other
Backward Classes (OBC) cat-
egory cannot be determined
solely on the basis of parental
income, without reference to
the posts and status held by
the parents in their organisa-
tions, the Supreme Court has

employees for

appeals, it upheld
sions of the high

wr A

ing similarly placed employ-
ees of private entities and
PSUs differently from gov-
ernment employees and their
wards, while deciding their
entitlement to reservation,
would amount to hostile dis-
crimination, is certainly one
that inspires the confidence
of this court," the Bench said.

Dismissing the Centre's

Delhi, Madras and Kerala,

Can't decide creamy layer for OBC quota sole-

ly on basis of parental income, says SC

AT

which dealt with the eligibili-
ty of candidates claiming
OBC (non-creamy layer)
benefit for civil services
examinations.

The top court directed the
Centre to consider the claims
of respondent candidates
Rohith Nathan, Ketan, Ibson
Shah I. and other intervenors
in accordance with the prin-
ciples laid down in this judg-
ment, and to implement the
same in six months.

the deci-
courts of

The hidden costs of excessive screen media use 1n kids

New Delhi, Agency: New research
highlights how children in India exceed
global screen time guidelines, with last-
ing impact on health and cognitive abil-
ities Multiple screens have become an
integral part of children's lives. But is it
safe for young adolescents to be spend-
ing so much time on screen? Findings
from existing research suggest that
while devices like smartphones, lap-
tops, tablets and TVs can aid learning,
their excessive use is linked to adverse
health and developmental outcomes.

A recent study*, published in Indian
Journal of Psychiatry, examined chil-
dren and adolescents with mental dis-
orders to assess their screen use habits.
The findings are striking: Average daily
screen time was 3.1 hours. Importantly,
two-thirds of the 212 study participants
(average age 13 years) exceeded the rec-
ommended screen time limits set by the
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
and World Health Organization
(WHO). These guidelines recommend
no screen exposure for children under
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two years (except video calls), less than
one hour per day for ages two to four,
and a maximum of two hours daily for
those five years and older.

-The study revealed that television
(66%) and mobile phones (70.3%) were
the most commonly used devices,
among 212 children and adolescents
who were part of the study. Alarmingly,
22.2% of children met the criteria for
screen media addiction, based on DSM-
5 standards for Internet Gaming
Disorder. DSM-5 is Diagnostics and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders,

fifth edition, a guide wused by
researchers to diagnose, classify and
treat mental health disorders.

Addiction was more prevalent
among boys, those from joint or extend-
ed families, and children diagnosed
with neurodevelopmental or disruptive
disorders.

Excessive screen use contributes to
obesity, sedentary behaviour, poor
dietary habits, and disrupted sleep.
Cognitively, prolonged exposure can
impair language development, execu-
tive functioning and emergent literacy
skills. Research even suggests structur-
al brain changes in preschool children
with high screen exposure, particularly
affecting white matter tracts (which act
as brain's communication networks),
critical for learning and communica-
tion.

Psychosocially, children addicted to
screen media often display deception
(sneaking or lying to use devices), pre-
occupation, withdrawal symptoms and
conflicts within families. Screen use
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also interferes with friendships and
family activities, while increasing vul-
nerability to cyberbullying, unsafe
online content and negative emotional
states.

The study underscores the urgent
need for parental awareness and regu-
lation. Parents often allow children
with neurodevelopmental disorders
extra screen time as a coping mecha-
nism, but this leads to more problems.
In joint family settings, inconsistent
parenting rules can further exacerbate
the issue.

In conclusion, screen media use
among children is not inherently harm-
ful, but its excessive and unregulated
use poses significant risks to physical
health, cognitive development and
emotional well-being. With nearly one-
fourth of children in psychiatric care
showing signs of addiction, routine
evaluation of screen habits and strict
adherence to recommended guidelines
are essential steps toward safeguarding
the next generation.
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The Influence of Algorithms on WhatWe See Online

In the digital age, the internet has
become the primary source of infor-
mation, entertainment, and social
interaction for millions of people.
Every day, users scroll through
social media feeds, watch online
videos, read news articles, and shop
online. However, many people are
unaware that the content they see is
not random. Behind the scenes,
powerful algorithms decide what
appears on their screens.
Algorithms have quietly become the
invisible gatekeepers of the digital
world. They shape the information
we consume, the advertisements we
see, and even the opinions we form.
® What Are Algorithms?
An algorithm is essentially a set of
instructions used by computers
to solve problems or perform

Why Online Trends Spread So Quickly

° Personalized

tasks. On social media platforms,
algorithms analyze user behav-
ior—such as likes, comments,
shares, watch time, and search
history—to determine what type
of content a person prefers.

Based on this information, plat-

forms customize each user’s
experience. This means that two
people using the same social
media app may see completely
different content on their feeds.

Digital
Experiences

One of the main goals of algorithms

is to create personalized experi-
ences for users. When someone
frequently watches cooking
videos, the platform will begin
recommending more food-relat-
ed content. Similarly, a person

® The Creation of

who interacts with travel posts
may see more travel blogs, pho-
tos, and advertisements.

This personalization keeps users

engaged because they are more
likely to interact with content
that matches their interests.

However, this system also means

that users often remain within a
limited range of information and
perspectives.

“Filter
Bubbles”

Experts often use the term “filter

bubble” to describe the situation
where individuals are exposed
only to information that aligns
with their existing preferences or
beliefs.

For example, if someone regularly

watches videos about a particular
political viewpoint, algorithms
may continue recommending
similar content. Over time, this
can create a digital environment
where users rarely encounter
opposing opinions.

While personalization improves

convenience, it can also limit
exposure to diverse ideas and
viewpoints.
Influence
Consumption

on News

Algorithms also play a major role in

how people consume news. In
the past, newspapers and televi-
sion editors selected stories for
public audiences. Today, digital

In the age of the internet, trends
appear and disappear faster than ever
before. A dance challenge, a meme, a
fashion style, or a catchy phrase can
suddenly dominate social media plat-
forms worldwide. Within hours, mil-
lions of people may be participating in

the same online activity.

This rapid spread of trends highlights
the powerful role of digital platforms

in shaping modern culture.

The Nature of Online Trends
An online trend refers to any idea,
behavior, or style that gains wide-
spread popularity on the internet
within a short period of time.

Unlike traditional trends that once
took months or years to spread, digital
trends can reach global audiences

almost instantly.

The speed of communication and the
interconnected nature of social media
platforms allow trends to travel across
countries and cultures with remark-

able efficiency.

The Role of Social Media

Platforms

Smartphones have become
an essential part of modern
life. People rely on them for
communication, naviga-
tion, entertainment, and
information.

However, the widespread

attention.

Social media platforms play a crucial
role in accelerating trends. Features
such as hashtags, sharing options, and
recommendation systems make it
easy for users to discover and partici-
pate in trending content.

When a particular video or post
receives a large number of likes, com-
ments, or shares, algorithms begin
promoting it to a wider audience. This
creates a cycle where popular content
becomes even more visible.

Influencers and Digital
Creators

Influencers and content creators also
contribute significantly to the spread
of trends. Individuals with large
online followings have the power to
introduce new ideas, styles, or chal-
lenges that quickly capture public

When influential personalities partici-
pate in a trend, their followers often
imitate the behavior, increasing the
trend’s visibility and popularity.
Human Psychology and Social

Human psychology also plays a major
role in the rapid spread of online
trends. People naturally enjoy partici-
pating in shared cultural experiences.
Joining a popular trend allows indi-
viduals to feel connected to a larger

community.

social recognition.

are easy for anyone to replicate.

consume.

content within seconds.

humor, and social interaction.
Many trends promote

ferent parts of the world.

ed.

and shared experiences.
Conclusion

form into a global phenomenon.

Participation

use of smartphones has

also changed the way
humans remember infor-
mation.
The Digital Memory
Shift
In the past, people memo-

It also offers a sense of belonging and

Additionally, many trends involve
simple and entertaining activities that

The Power of Visual Content
Short videos, images, and memes are
particularly effective in spreading
trends. Visual content captures atten-
tion quickly and requires little time to

Short video platforms have especially
accelerated this phenomenon by
allowing users to create and share

Positive and Negative Aspects
Online trends can have both positive
and negative effects. On the positive
side, they often encourage creativity,

cultural
exchange and introduce audiences to
music, fashion, or traditions from dif-

However, some trends may also pro-
mote risky behavior or spread misin-
formation. Responsible participation
and critical thinking are important
when engaging with viral content.
The Future of Digital Trends

As digital platforms continue to
evolve, the nature of online trends will
also change. Artificial intelligence and
data analytics may further influence
how trends are identified and promot-

Despite these technological influ-
ences, one thing remains certain: the
internet will continue to serve as a
powerful engine for cultural trends

Online trends demonstrate the speed
and connectivity of modern digital
culture. What begins as a simple idea
from one person can quickly trans-

platforms use algorithms to pri-
oritize certain news articles
based on popularity and user
engagement.

As a result, sensational or emotion-
ally charged content may receive
more visibility because it gener-
ates more clicks and shares.

This shift has raised concerns about
misinformation, as misleading
content can spread quickly if
algorithms detect high engage-
ment.

® Impact
Businesses

on Online

misleading content.

Governments and digital policy

organizations around the world
are also exploring ways to regu-
late algorithms to protect users.

® The Future of Algorithmic

Influence

Algorithms will continue to shape

the digital landscape as technolo-
gy evolves. Artificial intelligence
and machine learning are mak-
ing these systems even more
advanced and capable of under-
standing complex human behav-
iors.

While algorithms offer convenience

Algorithms are not limited to social
media. They also influence
online shopping, streaming serv-
ices, and search engines.

Streaming platforms recommend
movies and shows based on view-
ing history, while online stores
suggest products based on previ-
ous purchases.

These systems benefit businesses by
increasing the chances that users
will discover products or services
they are interested in.

@ Ethical Concerns

As algorithms gain more influence,
questions about transparency
and fairness are becoming
increasingly important.

Many experts argue that technology
companies should explain how
their algorithms work and ensure
they do not promote harmful or

The internet has created a new
form of entertainment and par-
ticipation known as viral chal-
lenges. These online activities
invite people to perform a specif-
ic task, record it, and share the
video on social media platforms.
From dance routines to creative
stunts, viral challenges have
become a defining element of dig-
ital culture.

What Are Viral Challenges?

A viral challenge is an activity
that spreads rapidly online as
people imitate and share it. The
concept is simple: one person
performs the challenge and
invites others to participate.
This chain reaction allows the
challenge to spread across net-
works of friends, followers, and
online communities.

The Appeal of Participation
One reason viral challenges are so
popular is their simplicity. Most
challenges require minimal
preparation and can be per-
formed using a smartphone cam-
era.
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rized phone numbers,
directions, and important
facts. Today, most of this
information is stored digi-
tally on smartphones.
Contacts, reminders, and
search engines allow indi-
viduals to access informa-
tion instantly without
needing to memorize it.
Convenience and
Efficiency
This shift offers many
advantages. Smartphones
reduce the mental effort
required to remember large
amounts of information.
Navigation apps help trav-
elers find directions easily,
while digital calendars pre-

vent missed appointments.
The “Google Effect”

Researchers describe a
phenomenon known as the
“Google Effect,”

people are more likely to
remember where to find
information rather than the
information itself.
Instead of memorizing
facts, individuals remem-
ber that the answer can be
quickly searched online.

Positive Cognitive
Changes

While some people worry
about declining memory
skills, smartphones also
enhance other cognitive
abilities.

Participants enjoy the opportuni-
ty to showcase creativity and
humor while interacting with
others online.

These activities often create a
sense of excitement as people
watch the challenge spread across
social media.

Community and Connection
Viral challenges also help build
online communities. When thou-
sands of people participate in the
same activity, they feel connected
through shared experiences.
Many challenges encourage col-

and efficiency, users must also
develop digital awareness.
Understanding how algorithms
influence online experiences can
help individuals make more
informed choices about the
information they consume.

® Conclusion
Algorithms have become powerful

forces shaping the modern inter-
net. From news and entertain-
ment to shopping and social
interaction, these invisible sys-
tems influence nearly every

aspect of online life.

As society becomes more connected
to digital platforms, understand-
ing the role of algorithms will be
essential in ensuring that tech-
nology continues to serve people
responsibly.

of Viral

laboration between friends or
family members, strengthening
social bonds.

Creativity and Innovation
Some viral challenges showcase
impressive creativity. Dance rou-
tines, artistic performances, and
innovative ideas often inspire
viewers to develop their own ver-
sions.Digital platforms provide a
stage where anyone can con-
tribute to a global cultural trend.

Risks and Responsibility
Despite their entertainment
value, some challenges may
involve dangerous or irresponsi-
ble behavior.In recent years,
authorities and educators have
warned against participating in
risky online challenges that could
lead to injury.

Digital literacy and responsible
online behavior are essential
when engaging with viral content.

Cultural Influence
Viral challenges can also influ-
ence music, fashion, and lan-
guage. Songs used in popular
challenges often gain widespread
popularity, and certain phrases
or gestures may become part of
everyday communication.
Conclusion

Viral challenges reflect the inter-
active nature of modern digital
culture.

They demonstrate how creativi-
ty, humor, and community can
thrive on online platforms.
However, as participation grows,
users must balance entertain-
ment with responsibility to
ensure that digital trends remain
safe and positive.
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