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Hezbollah Says Targeted
Israel With "Dozens Of
Rockets" In New Operation

world. (Agency)

Trump keeps telling America he's winning in Iran.
He's less clear in explaining how the war ends

Lebanon's Iran-backed group Hezbollah said on ’ cfa: addingtotheprecariousness thel2-day- =
Wednesday it had launched rockets and advancedlrump’s shifting comments, old conflict, which is impacting nearly o

missiles at northern Israel as part of a new operation H H every corner of th#VestAsia and causing
against it_s foe, as Israe! carried out fresh_strikes on ulonq W”h ThOSG Of hIS fOD economidremorsaroundthe globe.With
south Beirut.Hezbollah in a statement said that !'in IGIdBS, are udqu to the neither side budging, the war is now on
response to the criminal aggression against dozens of - unpredictable path and a credible endga
Lebanese_citles and towns and Beiruts southlem precariousness of the is uncleaDefenseSecretarPeteHegseth
suburbs”, its fighters tgeted sites in northern Israe . A . saidTuesday it was up ferump “whether
"with dozegs of r%ck::‘tst"_ as part l?f a net\)/v operattion conflict, which is impacting it's the begir):ning,thepmiddle%r the end”
announced a short time earllar subsequen h f WGST ASiG (llld the war Trump, during the course of on
statements, the group said its fighters alsgetad much o speech at a House Republican gather
other locations in northern Israel as part of the causing economic fremors Monday went from calling the war &
operation, including the headquarters of the Israeli - “short-term excursion” that could end i
military's northern command near Safed and two worldwide. soon to proclaiming “we havemwon )
bases in Haifa "with volleys of advanced missiles". - enough."™We have hit them harder than _goalllne
Israeli military spokesmaAvichayAdraee said on X
that "we will respond to them", referring to the

WASHINGT ON. (Agency) virtually any country in history has been h
) Facing ji | | ki ingand we’re not finished yet,Trump told

Hezbollah operation announcement, and vowed acing jittery global markets and drooping Y b

severe response.

@ poll numbers since launching a war withreporters at the White House on
[1] . L1}
Serious Threat To Peace

UN Demands Iran Stop
Attacks On Gulf Nations

and goals for the war

sounding amenable to an end state in whicBlear goal. “They didit’have a plan,” Sen.
Iran trades one hard-line ayatollah forMark Kelly, D-Ariz., told reporters:They

Republican president and his top aides arBave no exit strategyA constantly shifting

pince ordering the Iran bombardment,Larijani
"Trump has continually shifted his timelines official, ‘offered a menacingmessageon

long and drawn out even as the president
has insisted he has not ruled out the option
of using U.S. ground troops.TheU.S.
military says it has é&ctively destroyed
thelraniannavyandmadehugestridesin
defangingran’s ability to launchmissiles
and drones at its neighbo¥&t the critical
Strait of Hormuz,throughwhich roughly
20% of theworld’s oil passe®n atypical
day, remainsssentialllosedobusiness,
and Iranian leaders are unbowed.The
RevolutionaryGuardsaidlran would not
allow “a single liter of oil” through the
vital waterway until the United States
stopped its bombing campaign. Ali
Iran’s top national security

Tuesdayafter Trump had threatenedto

Iran, President Donal@irump has cycled Wednesdayhe vacillation has fueledover tt]e past feW daystump hasuca”ed forl atack Iran“TWENTY TIMESHARDER’
from calls for “unconditional surrender” to criticism from those who sayump lacks a the uncon(_:iltlonal sur_render of Iran’s it Tehranstoppedoil flowing throughthe
leaders, while suggesting he was alreadyiraijt “Thesacrificialnationof Irandoesnt
succeeded in achieving his objective 0ffear your empty threats,” Larijani wrote on

anotherShifting comments from the have notimelineAnd because of that, they decimating Irars militaryAt the same x «Even thosebiggerthanyou couldnt
time, Trump's team has sought to sooth&jiminatelran.

anxiousAmericans that the war will not be

Iranian Underwater Drone Hits US-Owned
Oil Tanker In The Gulf, 1 Dead

Tehran. (Agency) the coast of the Uniteflrab Emirates has severelyreducedseatraffic and
At least one person died, and 38 crew(UAE), asecondhorthof Omanhadto  sentglobaloil pricessoaring. Thé&trait
members were rescued after two be evacuated due to fire on board; and af Hormuz is a 55-kilometre-wide
foreign oil tankers were left ablaze in third sustaineddamagenorth-westof  waterchannebetweeriranandOman,
the Persian Gulf after coming underDubai,accordingto the UK Maritime  separatinghe PersianGulf from the
attack in Iraqg's territorial waters. Iran TradeOperation§UKMT O). Araban Sea. It is a particulardy
has claimed responsibility for the Previously Iran had said it would "set importantpieceof globalrealestatean
The UN Security Council oWednesday passed a attacks,saying an underwaterdrone fire" to any ships trying to pass throughtermsof the enegy sectorandone of
resolution calling for Iran to immediajehalt its attack "blew up two oil tankers in the busiest and most
attacks on Gulf states, saying they breach the Persian Gulf*, according strategically significant
international law and pose a "serious threat to |ranian state broadcaster shipping routes in the world.
international peace and secufity | IRIB.Theshipsthatwereattacked About 13 million barrels of oil
The resolution, passed by 13 votes with two abstentionsyerethe Maltese-flagge@efyros per day normally move
"demands the immediate cessation of all attacks byand the Marshallese-flagged through these waters -- about
the Islamic Republic of Iran against Bahrain, Kuwalit, gafesea/ishnu.Safesed/ishnuis 31 per cent of global oi
Oman, QataiSaudArabia, the Unitedrab Emirates,  gwned by the US-based compa shipments. Closure of the
and Jordan.”It also "condemns any actions or thréa gyfeseaTransport Inc., while strait would afect mgor
by the Islamic Republic of Iran aimed at closing, zetyrog owner is based in ports belonging to Iraq
obstructing, or otherwise interfering with Greece.Earlier, a CNN report Kuwait, SaudArabia and the

international navigation through thetr&t of - rep pimidat : - .
Hormuz."Iran has struck Gulf states in retaliation|to Cl2imed that a ‘suicide’ Iranian United Arab Emirates, as
boat, rigged with explosives,could

US-Israeli attacks that killed Iranian supreme Ieaderhave hit the two vessels and an

Ayatollah Ali Khamenel. The Islamic republic has investigationis ongoing.Atleastthree  amount of trafic has continued through which oil reaches globd

also fired on commercial ships passing through the ] . .
Strait of Hormuz, a crucial sea passage for the glabalcommercial vessels have also been hithrough the route. martkets.lts blocking coud further

fuel trade, in a bid to inflict pain on the global
economy

Winston Churchill To Be
Replaced By Wildlife In
English Banknotes

WASHINGT ON. (Agency)
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World. (Agency)

the Srait through which about 20 per L
cent of the world's oil usually passes.well as Iran itself. For several of the
DespiteTehran's threat, a very small countries, the strait is the primary route

of Hormuz, the world's busiestoil  United Sates, meanwhile, said its worldwide, especially oil, and hit som
shippingroute astheAmerican-Israeli military has "eliminated" 16 Iranian of the world's biggest economie
war with Iran continues to squeeze themine-laying ships in the straifthe US-  including China, India and Japan,
oil-rich Gulf region amid global Islamic campaign against Iran is howwhich are among the biggest importers
enegy concerns. One ship was hif of inits 12th daywith no end in sight, and of crudethroughthewaterway

Epstein's Longtime Accountant Testifies
According to a stinging barb from Donaldump, on Hls Weqlth’ Bus' ness Tles

Britons are being led by a Prime Minister who is no World. (Agency) money as a tax advisor and a financialictims.
Winston Churchill. Soon they will have to cope House lawmakers were digging intoplanner’ said Rep. James Coméine Comer R-Ky., alsosaidthatlawmakers
without the popular wartime leader on their Jefrey Epstein'ssprawling financial Republican chair of the House confirmed during the deposition that
banknotes too.The cigdaoting mid-century portfolio on Wednesday as a Oversight Committee. Lawmakers Epsteinreceivedsignificantamounts
Conservative is making way for creatures like committee deposed his former amued that a fuller picture of Epstein's of money from former retail shoppin
hedgehogs and badgefBhat's because the next accountant and tried to understand hid§inances could help the public chain executive Les Wexner hedge
generation of pound notes will feature wildlife native connections to some of the world'sunderstand howor years, he was able fund manage Glenn Dubin, tech
to the UK, according to the Bank of England, after wealthiest men.Richard Kahn, whoto get away with trdicking and entrepreneustevenSinofskyinvestor
half a century in which that status was reserved for Worked closely with Epstein for years sexually abusing underage Leon Black and the Rothschilds,a
historical figures including Churchill and Jane and now serves as an executor of h|g_|rls. Jefrey Epstein's sex trﬁéklng_ wealthybankingfamily.Noneof those
Austen.The BOE held a public consultation on ©State, appeared for the closed-dooring would not have been possiblepeople have been accused of
refreshing its money last year and found nature deposition on Capitol Hill. He told without Richard Kahn, who managed wrongdoingin their relationshipswith
emeged as the 44,000 responses’ most popularIawmake_rs that he had not personallyEpstein's money for years, authorizedEpstein, but Democrats on the
theme Historicalfigu,rescameinthiﬂ'dwe bank said,  S€en evidence of Epstein's sexuapayments, including payments tocommittee amgued that anyone with
it -I King for i that bolized the UK abuse, but provided a fuller picture ofvictims and survivors,” said Rep. tiesto thewealthyfinanciershouldbe
It was looking 1or images that symbolized the UK, nq\y Epstein acquired his wealffhe  JamedNalkinshaw D-Va., who added  scrutinized.Wexner was deposecby
resonated with the public and weren'tdivisive. _ wealthy financier made hundredsof  that Kahn told them he was unable tothe committee last month, and Comer
Yet the removal of national icons from the notes still mjjions of dollars over two decades, recall details of some of the has also called on Black, among
risks contention at a moment where the Labour during which he struck up friendships transactions and communications thaseveral others, to appear for
government has cloaked itself in an anxious with some of the world's most he was asked about.Kahn has said thatanscribednterviews.Kahnalsotold
patriotism. The UK is again entangled in wars powerful men.Kahn "was under the he was unaware of Epstein's sexualawmakersthat Epsteinhad financial
abroad, while at home the political landpe has| impression that Epstein made hisabuse and had not seen any of hisiesto EhudBarak.
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Indian national killed in Iranian

The tankerSafese&ishnu, which is owned by a U$

Farhan al-Fartousi, the directgeneral of the General

by "unknownprojectiles"in the Strait The DonaldTrump administration in the inflate the cost of goods and services

They have called for the Indian government

The sources voiced concern that as Indians const

boat attack on oil tanker in
Iraq's Basra coast

World. (Agency)

An Indian national has reportedly been killed in
attack on a US-owned oil tanker near Iraq after
Iranian “suicide” boat tajeted the vessel inside Ira
territorial waters, according to sources.

an
i

U7

company and sails under the flag of the Marshall
Islands, was attacked near the K_RbZubair Port in
southern IraqThe vessel was struck by an Iranian
unmanned or suicide boat during the incident.
Company for Ports of Iragq, made the announcement
in a statement carried by the state-rurgilfdews

Agency Al-Fartousi said the attack geted a vesse
in a ship-to-ship transfer area at the Basra port on
Persian Gulf.One Indian crew member was killed
the attackAuthorities have not yet publicly release
the identity of the victimThe remaining 27 crew
members and personnel on board were safely

the
in
d

rescued and have been transported to Basra for

further assistance and evaluation.

Sources close to Safesea, speaking on condition of

anonymity said the company is devastated to le
of the loss of the Indian national in the attack.

arn

to
strongly condemn the attack and takgeumt action
to ensure safety of crew onboard ships in the region
amid the escalating/estAsia conflict.
tute
over 15 per cent of the seafarers glohally
irrespective of whichever ship Iran gats, Indian
nationals will be "collateral damage".According

information on website/essel Finderthe 228.6
meters long and 32.57 meters wide Saf¥sslanu is

a crude oil tanker built in 2007, currently sailin
under the flag of Marshall Islands.

to

fractured under the poll dominance of right-wing
Reform UK.The upheaval of the two-party system
has parties warring over the nation's symbols, of
which Churchill is among the most potent -
particularly for Conservatives. In 2020 a reckoning
with the country's imperial past saw protesters
pulling down statues of slave-owners, while
Churchill's own statue was boarded up during anti-
racism protests that swept major cities at the same
time as Black Lives Matter movement roiled the US.
One Conservative member of parliament dublans

to consider alternatives to historical figures "&ok UNITED NATIONS.(Agency) blanketedthe floors alongsidebroken 3%,
when the BOE's consultation was first launched.ys and Israeli strikes on Iran have damagedrchways, blown-out windows and
While competing to champion that strain of gt |east four cultural and historical sites,damagedmolding scatterecbelow its
populism, Nigel Farage, the leader of Reform UK, including palaces and an ancient mosqueglass-mosaic walls, according to ﬁ
has been forthright in his criticism of the bank on rajsing alarms about the impact of theAssociated Press video taken March &
issues from crypto regulation to quantitative easing. wideningwar on protectedandmarksthat UNESCO said it provided all parties t==
Picking a face to adorn the UK's 5 pound ($6.71), 10 are important to Iranian identity and worldthe conflict with the geographical:
pound, 20 pound and 50 pound notes hasn't beenhistoryThe speed and extent of the damageoordinateof the heritagesitesahead
without controversy in decades past. Even Churchill, haveso concernedran and Lebanonthat oftime, "to take all feasible precautio
who Britons often rank as their favorite prime they sent a request to the United Nationdoavoiddamage."
minister in polls, stirred criticism for displacing the culturalagencyUNESCO thisweektoadd The impact to cultural sites has not be
only woman on the money at the time when he moresitestoitsenhancegrotectiorist. isolated to Iran but has been felt acrg|
displaced social reformer Elizabeth Fry a decade agtNESCO confirmedthat it has verified the Middle East and beyond, witf: =
As well as Churchill, the selected wildlife will replace damage to the lavish Qajara Golestan UNESCO tracking damage to the
author Austen, painter JMWTurner and WWII Palace infehran as well as the 17th centuryWhite City in Israel, Tyre in Lebanon

codebreakeAlan Turing on the reverse side of the Chehel Sotoun palace and the Masjed-andelsewhere. all

infrastructure that pays the price, and we've
seen the destruction of priceles

Damage to historical sites in Iran raises alarm
about war's impact on protected places

damages or destroys a piece of their
history that can be significant both to
the world and also to a specific region
or community' said Bonnie Docherty
seniorresearchein the armsdivision

at Human RightsWatch. "It
undermines the sort of shared identity
of a local communitywhich can often
be important for bringing people
together"

ArashAzizi, who grew up in Iran before
moving to the U.S. as an adult, said that
because his family couldn'tfafd to
travel abroad when he was a child, they
visited historical sites across the

country This, he says, is how he learned

notes, whose obverse features Charles Ill who Jame, the country's oldest Friday mosq@llateral damage to such places has bedgistorical heritage,” U.N. spokesperson about his cultural identity and history

became king in 202 he designs may also include both in Isfahan.There also was verified
other natural elements such as plants and landscapeglamage at buildings close to the
the BOE said.Nature is a great choice from a Khorramabadvalley, which includesfive
banknote authentication perspective and means wePrehistoric caves and one rock shelter
can showcase the UK's rich and varied wildlife on the Providing evidenceof humanoccupation ' _ _
next series,” saidictoria Cleland, the central bank's dating to 63,000 B.C.At Golestan Palaceall: In theseincreasinglymodernconflicts,
chiefcashier shattered glassom themirrored ceilings

- @ B - & @& & & | -« D L

part of the fabric of war for decades,Stephane Dujarric said this week.
including in conflicts between Russia arldamageto historyHumanrights advocates human life is at stake, when the stakes are
Ukraine as well as Israel and Hamas, irare echoingthat sentiment,warning that
which dozens of sits have been damaged dhe Iran war not only has killed more thancoupleof brokentiles or brokenglasses?™
destroyed."What is happening is clear tol,000 people but upended the institutionghe38-yearold NewYorkresidensaid.
andhistoricalplaceshatcommunitiesely | think this is the wrong attitude," he added.
it's civilians who pay the price, it's civilian on."It causes harm to civilians because it'Weneedaculturalcontext.

N EEEaS ST ST e I @ @

"At times where school kids are killed, when

very high, people might think, 'What are a
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India Faces No Fuel Shortage; 70% of Crude Imports Shifted Away from Hormuz
India Boosts Domestic LPG Output by 25% Amid Government Push to Strengthen Supply*

New Delhi: The government
on Thursday assured Parlia-
ment that India is facing no
shortage of petrol, diesel,
kerosene, aviation turbine
fuel, or LPG, despite disrup-
tions in global energy markets
triggered by the ongoing West
Asia conflict.

Petroleum and Natural Gas
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
said the government is closely
monitoring fuel supply and
distribution to ensure unin-
terrupted availability across
the country. He emphasised
that safeguarding energy ac-
cess for households—particu-
larly the kitchens of over 33
crore families—remains a top
priority.

Puri said India has significant-
ly reduced its reliance on the
Strait of Hormuz, with nearly
70% of crude oil imports now
sourced from routes outside
the critical shipping corridor,
up from about 55% before the

conflict escalated. Highlight-
ing India’s diversified energy
strategy, the minister said the
country now imports crude
oil from around 40 countries,
compared with 27 in 2006-
07. Refineries are operating
at high capacity levels, with
some even exceeding their
rated output.

To strengthen domestic sup-
plies, refineries have been
directed to maximise LPG
production, resulting in a 28%
increase in output in recent
days. The standard delivery
time for domestic LPG cylin-
ders remains about 2.5 days,
unchanged from pre-crisis
levels.

Puri said reports of shortages
in some areas are largely due
to panic booking and con-
sumer anxiety, rather than any
disruption in supply. Essential
institutions such as hospitals
and educational establish-
ments have been placed under

priority fuel supply to ensure
uninterrupted services.

He also noted that the govern-
ment has taken steps to pre-
vent hoarding and black mar-
keting, while ensuring that
commercial LPG distribution
remains regulated during the
current supply constraints.
Despite rising global energy
prices, the government has
continued to shield consum-

ers. LPG prices for benefi-
ciaries of the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana remain sig-
nificantly lower than market-
linked rates, with a substantial
portion of the cost absorbed
by the government.

Puri urged citizens and politi-
cal leaders to avoid spreading
rumours about fuel shortages,
stressing that Indias energy
system remains stable and

capable of navigating the cur-
rent global crisis.

India Boosts Domestic LPG
Output by 25% Amid Gov-
ernment Push to Strengthen
Supply

India has recorded a significant
25 percent increase in domestic
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
production following a series
of government measures aimed
at strengthening supplies for

household consumers amid
evolving global energy uncer-
tainties.

Speaking at an inter-ministerial
briefing in New Delhi on de-
velopments in West Asia, Joint
Secretary in the Ministry of Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas, Suja-
ta Sharma, said the government
issued a directive on March 8,
2026, instructing refineries and
petrochemical complexes to
maximise LPG production.
Under the directive, refineries
were asked to divert streams of
propane, butane, propylene and
butenes into the LPG pool. The
move has resulted in a sharp
rise in domestic LPG output,
with the entire additional pro-
duction now being channelled
toward meeting household de-
mand across the country.
Officials said the measure has
strengthened Indias energy
security and ensured uninter-
rupted LPG supply for domes-
tic consumers.

Sakhi Bahinpa Bokaro Unit Wins Applause
at National Folk Art Festival in Ranchi

by Arun Pathak

Bokaro: The Bokaro unit of the Sakhi Bahinpa Maithilani
Group delivered a captivating cultural performance at a
two-day National Folk Art Festival held in Ranchi to mark
International Women'’s Day.

Organised at The Lankavi Resort in Morabadi, the festival
saw participation from more than 200 artists and mem-
bers representing cities including Delhi, Kolkata, Dubai,
Bengaluru, Patna, Jamshedpur, Bokaro, Deoghar, Godda,
Dhanbad, Koderma, Saharsa, Darbhanga and Madhubani.
The event began with the ceremonial lighting of the lamp
followed by a soulful rendition of Bhagwati Vandana, com-
posed by renowned Maithili poet Vidyapati. Ranchi Mayor
Roshni Khalko and several dignitaries were present at the
programme.

Under the guidance of Bokaro unit in-charge Amita Jha and
General Secretary Usha Jha, the Bokaro team presented a
melodious group song that won widespread appreciation
from the audience. The team included cultural in-charge
Jayanti Pathak, treasurer Sujata Jha, media in-charge San-
jita Bhuvanesh, and members Kalyani Mishra, Bina Jha,
Poonam Jha, Asha Pathak, Indira Jha, Neelu Jha, Madhu
Thakur, Rekha Jha, Poonam and Kanchan Jha.

The festival featured a variety of cultural performances
including a ramp walk by the Darbhanga unit, songs by
the Delhi unit, a drama by the Koderma unit, Jogira by the
Madhubani unit, and dances by the Dhanbad and Godda
units.

Participants and guests were honoured during the event.
The programme’s success was credited to the efforts of
Sakhi Bahinpa founder Aarti Jha, Ranchi unit in-charge
Babita Jha, and members including Manorama Jha, Anita
Jha, Santwana Mishra, Pratibha Mishra, Poonam Mishra
and Madhu, among others.

6,477 StudentsAppear for CBSE Class 12
English Exam in Bokaro

Bokaro: The CBSE Class 12 English board examination
was conducted smoothly across 23 examination centres in
Bokaro on Thursday, with 6,477 students appearing for the
test.

According to Dr. A.S. Gangwar, CBSE City Coordinator
and Principal of DPS Bokaro, a total of 6,543 students were
registered, of whom 66 remained absent. While 6,476 stu-
dents appeared for the English Core exam, only one student
took the English Elective paper at GGPS, Sector 5.

The examination was held peacefully with no reports of
malpractice. After the exam, students had mixed reactions.

Iran Withdraws from 2026 FIFA World Cup After
Escalating Conflict with US-Israel

News Desk: Iran has an-
nounced it will not participate
in the 2026 FIFA World Cup,
citing the ongoing war with
the United States and Israel
following the killing of its Su-
preme Leader.

Sports and Youth Minister
Ahmad Donyamali con-
firmed the decision, saying
the country’s security situa-
tion makes participation im-
possible. The move follows
a joint US-Israel strike on
Tehran that reportedly killed
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, triggering
intense military exchanges in
the region.

Speaking to Iran’s state broad-
caster IRIB Sports Network,
Donyamali said the current
circumstances do not allow
the national team to safely
take part in the global tourna-
ment.

“After the assassination of
our leader, the conditions re-
quired for participation in the
World Cup simply do not ex-
ist. Our players are not safe,”
he said, adding that months
of conflict have left thousands

dead across the country.

Iran had already secured
qualification for the 2026
tournament, which will be
jointly hosted by the United
States, Canada, and Mexico
starting June 11. The team
was scheduled to play group
matches against New Zea-
land, Belgium, and Egypt in
cities including Los Angeles
and Seattle.

The development comes days
after FIFA President Gianni
Infantino met US President

Donald Trump, where Iran’s
participation in the tourna-
ment was discussed. Infanti-
no later said Trump had indi-
cated that the Iranian national
team would be welcome to
compete in the United States
despite the geopolitical ten-
sions.

Meanwhile, the conflict has
also affected Iranian women’s
football. Australia has granted
humanitarian asylum to five
Iranian women players after
fears for their safety if they

returned home. The players—
Fatemeh Pasandideh, Zahra
Ghanbari, Zahra Sarbali,
Atefeh Ramazanzadeh, and
Mona  Hamoudi—recently
staged a silent protest by re-
fusing to sing Iran’s national
anthem before an AFC Wom-
en's Asian Cup match against
South Korea.

The protest occurred amid
growing political turmoil
in Iran following reports of
Khameneis death and the es-
calating war in the region.

Bokaro DC Ajay Nath Jha Celebrates Birthday with
Children & Elderly

by Apurva

Bokaro: Deputy Commis-
sioner Ajay Nath Jha spent
his birthday on Thursday
with children and elderly
residents at social care insti-
tutions in Bokaro Steel City,
spreading warmth and en-
couragement.

The DC visited Manav Seva
Ashram in Sector 5, where
he interacted with different-
ly-abled children, inquired
about their well-being and
distributed sweets. He also
inspected ongoing  repair

work at the Ashram being
carried out under the Cor-
porate Social Responsibility
(CSR) initiative and directed
officials to further improve
facilities for the childrens

care and education. Later, Jha
visited the Baba Vaidyanath
Jan Seva Samiti Old Age
Home in Solagdih, where he
met elderly residents, asked
about their health and daily

needs, and shared sweets
with them.

During the visit, the Deputy
Commissioner also inspect-
ed Guruji Vatika, established
in memory of Dishom Guru
Shibu Soren, and instructed
officials to ensure proper
cleanliness, maintenance and
beautification of the prem-
ises. His gesture of spending
time with children and sen-
ior citizens brought smiles
to the residents, with many
describing the initiative as a
meaningful social message.

| AF Chief Takes Operational Flight in
MiG-29UPG Fighter Jet

New Delhi: Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Amar
Preet Singh, flew an operational formation sortie on a MiG-
29UPG fighter aircraft during a visit to a forward airbase
in the western sector on Thursday, underlining the Indian
Air Force’s high level of combat readiness amid evolving
regional security dynamics.

During the visit, the Air Chief was briefed on the operation-
al role of the air squadron stationed at the base, along with
the enhanced capabilities of the upgraded MiG-29UPG
platform. The briefing highlighted the squadron’s prepared-
ness to undertake critical missions and maintain air superi-
ority when required.

Air warriors stationed at the base demonstrated their opera-
tional efficiency by participating in various flying-related
activities during the Chief’s visit, reflecting the unit’s sus-
tained focus on maintaining peak combat readiness.

The squadron, which is set to mark 63 years of service since
its induction in 1963, carries a distinguished legacy in de-
fending the nation’s airspace.

Air Chief Marshal Singh also interacted with aircrew, tech-
nicians, ground staff and veterans associated with the unit.
He commended their dedication and professionalism, ac-
knowledging their vital role in ensuring the continued op-
erational readiness of frontline combat platforms and the
Indian Air Force’s mission preparedness.

World Kidney Day: BGH Host

by Deepak Kumar

Bokaro: Bokaro General Hospital (BGH) of Bokaro Steel
Plant organized a health checkup and awareness camp on
March 12 to mark World Kidney Day 2026, focusing on
preventive kidney care.

The programme was inaugurated by Chief Medical Offic-
ers Dr. Anand Kumar, Dr. Aninda Mandal, and Dr. Indranil
Choudhary. Held under the theme “Kidney Health for All:
Caring for People, Protecting the Planet,” the camp was
conducted under the guidance of Dr. Simal Mardi, Addi-
tional CMO and Head of the Nephrology Department.

Free health screenings—including blood pressure, blood
sugar, and urinary tests—were provided to BSL employees,
their families, and the public. Doctors and nutritionists also
advised participants on maintaining kidney health through
regular checkups, balanced diets, and control of diabetes
and hypertension.

A technical session featured Dr. Pratyush Roshan, who
spoke on ABO-incompatible kidney transplantation, while
Dr. P.K. Behera highlighted global strategies for kidney dis-
ease prevention.

Several doctors, nursing trainees, and staff contributed to
the programme’s success, with Dr. Saket Mishra also donat-
ing blood on the occasion.

CCL Hosts Free Mega Health Checkup
Camp in Ranchi

Ranchi: The CCL Public Health Center, Gandhinagar, or-
ganized a free mega health checkup camp at Bhitha Basti
in Ranchi on Thursday, benefiting a large number of local
residents.During the camp, 141 people underwent medical
examinations and received free consultations from special-
ist doctors. The camp was successfully conducted with the
efforts of Dr. Bharat Singh (CMO in-charge, Gandhinagar),
Dr. Preeti Tigga (CMO and CSR in-charge), Dr. Anita Horo,
Dr. Rajni Kujur, Dr. Swati, Dr. Shilpi Jha and Dr. Saim.

Gaya Identifies 4,000 Children Needing Special

Support Under Pragya Shakti Initiativ

by Prabhat Sinha ’l

Gaya Ji: A one-day workshop
under the ‘Pragya Shaktf’ initia-
tive was organised in Gaya on
Thursday under the aegis of the
Women and Child Develop-
ment Corporation to strength-
en support systems for chil-
dren’s mental and emotional
development. The programme,
held at a private hotel, was
chaired by District Magistrate
Shashank Shubhankar.

The workshop began with the
ceremonial lighting of the lamp
by the District Magistrate along
with the Assistant Collector,
Civil Surgeon, District Pro-

emotional or social support so
that timely intervention can

help them progress.

Officer (ICDS) and P prog

grtﬁ:;rg; cials cer ( ) an Officials from departments
Addressing ’ the  gathering including ICDS, education, la-
Shubhankar  said  childr er; bour and child protection ser-

vices were directed to closely
observe children during their
routine interactions. Special at-
tention will be given to children
attending Anganwadi centres,
schools and colleges, as well
as those working in places like

across different age groups
exhibit varied behavioural pat-
terns and developmental needs.
He stressed the importance
of identifying children who
require additional academic,
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brick kilns or factories who
may have been left behind in
their development.

Resource persons from the
Aditya Birla Foundation—
Nikhil Mishra and Mika Chau-
han—conducted training ses-
sions for master trainers from
various departments, focusing
on identifying behavioural
concerns and improving chil-
dren’s mental well-being. The
District Magistrate said that fol-

- & & & &
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lowing earlier orientation pro-
grammes, over 4,000 children
in the district have already been
identified as requiring special
support due to behavioural or
learning challenges.

He added that the Pragya Shakti
initiative aims to bring multiple
departments and institutions
together to create a coordinated
system for supporting children’s
overall development at the dis-
trict level.
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Sri Sri University Launches
‘Contadino-2026’ with

Cultural Performances

Ranchi: The Faculty of Ag-
riculture at Sri Sri University
launched its annual festival

‘Contadino-2026" with vibrant
cultural programmes at the
university’s multipurpose hall
on Thursday.

Renowned Ollywood actor
couple Sabyasachi Mishra and
Archita Sahu attended the
event as chief guests. Prabhat
Kumar Pradhan, founder and
director of Pratyaksha Estates
Private Limited, was also pre-
sent and encouraged students.
The programme began with
a welcome address by Dr.
Maitreyee Tripathi, followed
by a colourful welcome dance

performed by students. During
the event, the guests also un-
veiled the department’s annual
magazine “Vartika-2026”
Vice-Chancellor ~ Prof. Dr.
Tejpartap, Dean of the Fac-
ulty of Agriculture Prof. Dr.
S. Kumaraswamy, and Sports
and Cultural Committee Co-
ordinator Dr. Abhinav Mishra
were present and motivated the
students.

As part of the festival, several
competitions—including fash-
ion show, solo dance, music,
skits, rangoli and quiz—were
organised, with students en-
thusiastically showcasing their
talents.
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India in a spot

Michael Kugelman cautions Delhi over

Its Iran war "balancing act’

The senior fellow at the Asia Pacific Foundation said that, while on one hand, India maintains strong ties with Israel, it also has good ties with Iran, keeping

in mind New Delhi's interests in the Middle East. Hence, it won't be easy for India to perfect a balancing act during the ongoing war.

New Delhi.(Agency)

India faces a difficult diplomatic balancing act amid
escalating Middle East tensions involving Iran,
Israel and the US, geopolitical expert and author
Michael Kugelman . Kugelman said New Delhi
must tread carefully to protect its strategic
interests, maintain key partnerships and safeguard
energy security while adhering to its long-
standing doctrine of strategic autonomy.

Kugelman argued that India is in a tough spot
because it maintains close ties with several
actors, some of them rivals, directly affected by
the conflict. "Balancing would, of course,
reflect India’s foreign policy when it comes to
strategic autonomy," Kugelman said, noting
that maintaining such balance will be difficult in
the current climate.

"India’s in a tough spot because we see how
important India’s relationship with Israel has
become over the last years". This comes a day
after India Today reported that Iran’s measured
approach toward India highlights Tehran’s
strategic interest in keeping New Delhi engaged,
even amid escalating regional rivalries.

India’s condolence over Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s
death exemplifies its longstanding diplomatic
practice of respectful engagement during
geopolitical tensions. The situation was further
complicated by US sanctions on the Chabahar Port,

akey project India is developing as a strategic trade
gateway. Despite reduced investments under
Washington's "maximum pressure" campaign, Iran
refrained from harsh criticism, with former official
Abbas Araghchi noting the cuts were
"disappointing" but expressing hope for continued
work.

Tehran’s engagement reflects three priorities:

securing energy supplies, protecting India’s
diaspora interests, and respecting India’s non-
alignment policy. Over the past decade, India’s
relationship with Israel has deepened considerably,
particularly in defence cooperation. The
partnership has become increasingly important as
New Delhi looks to strengthen its military

capabilities, including acquiring advanced air
defence systems from Israel.

Kugelman further pointed out that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visited Israel shortly before the US
and Israel launched strikes on Iran, underlining the
growing closeness between the two countries.

According to Kugelman, developments such as

Operation Sindoor have further

strengthened the importance of India-

Israel defence cooperation, wherein Israeli

air defence technology helped India thwart

Pakistani drone and missile strikes.

However, Israel is only one part of India’s

complex strategic calculus. Kugelman

noted that India also maintains strong ties
with Gulf countries within the Gulf

Cooperation Council, including Saudi

Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

These relationships are critical for energy

supplies and for the welfare of millions of

Indian nationals living and working across

the region.

"We know that given how volatile and potentially
explosive this conflict is, and given how much
India could be impacted for so many reasons,
mainly based on energy equities and, of course, the
several million Indians in the GCC region, India
has to be very careful about how it messages itself
on this war," Kugelman said.

First oil tanker to India
crosses Strait of Hormugz,
arrives at Mumbai port

’ An oil tanker from a Saudi port, captained by an Indian, safely
reached Mumbai after Iran cleared it to transit the strategic
Strait of Hormuz amid Middle East tensions.

New Delhi.(Agency)

A Liberian-flagged crude oil tanker captained by an Indian has reached
the port of Mumbai after transiting the strategically crucial Strait of
Hormuz amid heightened tensions in the Middle East. The tanker
Shenlong Suezmax, carrying crude loaded at Saudi Arabia’s Ras Tanura
port, arrived in Mumbai on Wednesday after Iran cleared the vessel to
pass through the narrow waterway, according to the Mumbai Port Trust.

The ship’s arrival comes after [ran allowed Indian oil tankers to transit the
Strait of Hormuz following talks between External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and his Iranian counterpart Abbas Araghchi

The Strait of Hormuz is one of the world’s most critical maritime
chokepoints, through which a significant share of global crude oil and
natural gas shipments passes. Iran has tightened control over the strait
since the US-Israel military campaign against Tehran began on
February 28, raising concerns over global oil supplies. The Liberia-
flagged tanker had departed from Ras Tanura on March 1 before
making the passage through the sensitive corridor.

Tejashw hits out at NDA, accuses party of failing Bihar on all development fronts

Chandigarh. (Agency)

A political numbers A political war of numbers has erupted in Bihar
war has erupted in after Leader of Opposition Tejashwi Yadav
) . . accused the National Democratic Alliance
Bihar after Tejashwi (NDA) government of failing the state despite
Yadav accused the years of a “double-engine government”. In a
lengthy social media post on Thursday morning,

NDA government of Tejashwi alleged that Bihar continues to rank at

the bottom of most development indicators even
after decades of NDA rule.

Tejashwi claimed that Bihar remains the “most
unique state in the country” where the NDA has
governed for years with support from both the
state and the Centre, yet the state still performs

failing the state
despite years of

'double-engine"
rule.

poorly across several socio-economic
indicators. According to him, Bihar is the
poorest state in the country, has the highest
migration, the highest levels of crime and
corruption, the highest unemployment, and
the highest level of multidimensional
poverty.

He further alleged that the state records the

lowest literacy rate, the lowest per capita
income, the lowest farmers’ income, the
lowest per capita investment, the lowest
electricity consumption and the lowest
computer literacy in the country. Tejashwi

also claimed that Bihar ranks among the

R N Ravi takes oath as 22nd
governor of West Bengal

New Delhi.(Agency)

R N Ravi, retired IPS officer, on Thursday
took oath as the 22nd Governor of West
Bengal at a ceremony in Lok Bhavan in
Kolkata.He was administered the oath
by Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court,
Sujoy Paul, in the presence of Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee, Biman
Banerjee, Speaker of the state legislative
assembly, senior minister and Kolkata
Mayor Firhad Hakim and veteran A
Marxist Left Front chairman Biman gqyyendu Adhikari,
Bose.

Leader of
Opposition, in the state assembly and

the

BJP MLA, who was invited at the
ceremony was not seen.

Senior BJP leader Anirban Ganguly was
present in the programme.Senior state
government officials, including state
chief secretary Nandini Chakraborty and
others were also present at Lok Bhavan
today.Cutting across political rivalry,
ruling Trinamool Congress supremo
Mamata was seen requesting Bose, 84
year-old CPI-M leader who was sitting
in the third row to come to front row of
VIP guests.

development. He said the state is lagging in
almost every development indicator, accusing
the government of avoiding accountability
while running the administration through
bureaucratic control, state resources and caste
politics.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), however,
strongly rejected Tejashwi’s claims and
countered them with its own set of figures.
Party spokesperson Neeraj Kumar said the
current situation in Bihar should be compared
with the period between 1990 and 2005 when
the state was governed by Lalu Prasad Yadav

and Rabri Devi.

weakest states in terms of quality education,
healthcare infrastructure and industrial

Om Birla's "Rules” Reminder To Opposition Day
After No-Trust Motion Defeated

New Delhi .(Agency)
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Thursday attacked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi amid concerns over
reported LPG shortage, saying the
PM is asking the people not to
panic but is himself panicked for 4
"completely different reasons".
Gandhi alleged that the prime
minister is panicked because of the
Epstein files issue and the Adani
Case in the US.He made the =
remarks after several opposition
MPs, including himself and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
staged a protest in the Parliament House complex
over the shortage of commercial LPG cylinders to

demand answers from the government over

it.Speaking with reporters after the protest, Gandhi

said, "The PM is saying there is no need to panic, but
the PM himself has panicked for
completely different reasons.

He is panicked because of Epstein,
he is panicked because of the
Adani case, he is not able to come
inside the House.""You saw
yesterday that the prime minister's
chair was empty. So, he is telling
the country not to panic but has

panicked himself," Gandhi added.Several opposition

MPs from the Congress, DMK, TMC and SP, among

others, staged a protest near.

» [

Some opine that LoP is above the House

Om Birla's dig at Rahul Gandhi

Chennai. (Agency)

Om Birla asserted that his actions were
unbiased as he resumed duties as Lok
Sabha Speaker on Thursday after the
Opposition's no-confidence motion
against him was defeated in the House. In
his first remarks, Birla said he always tried
to ensure that every MP got to speak in the
Lok Sabha while underlining that the
Leader of the Opposition was not "above
the House", taking a swipe at Rahul
Gandhi.

"Some members were of the opinion that
the Leader of the Opposition stands above
the House and can speak on any subject.
However, no one has any special privilege
of that kind. The House functions
according to its rules," Birla said, in a
seeming dig at Rahul Gandhi.

Om Birla rejected the
opposition's ‘partisan’
charge as he returned to
the Speaker's chair in the
Lok Sabha. On
Wednesday, the
Opposition's no-confidence
motion against him was
defeated in the House.

"Even the Prime Minister and ministers
have to give notice under House rules to
make statements," he underscored.

On Wednesday, the no-confidence motion
brought by Opposition parties against Om
Birla was dismissed by a voice vote amid
high drama in the Lok Sabha, which
witnessed a 12-hour debate.

During the first phase of the Budget session,
the Congress repeatedly accused the
Speaker of not letting Gandhi speak in the
House. In February, the Leader of the
Opposition was prevented from speaking
in the Lok Sabha about former Army Chief
MM Naravane's unpublished memoir,
triggering a massive uproar.

The suspension of eight Congress MPs only
escalated tensions, prompting the
opposition to submit a no-confidence

0M BIRLA ON MIC CONTROL SWITCH

notice seeking the removal of the Speaker.

The notice was signed by 118 Mps.
Rejecting the charge by the opposition that

he acted in a partisan manner, Birla said, "I

In an emotional address, Birla said allegations
that he controlled the microphones of MPs in the
House were haseless. The Speaker underlined
that he does not have a "switch" to control the mic
and explained the procedure in detail. "The Chair
never has a hutton to switch the microphones on
or off... When opposition members act as the
presiding officer, they are also fully aware of this
fact. The microphone is switched on only for the
member who has been permitted to speak. Only
that member's microphone is activated," Birla
said.

have always tried to conduct the
proceedings of the House with
impartiality, discipline, balance and in
accordance with the rules."
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Editorial A

Narratives,
pretensions and
reality

Yes, yes, Bharat is mahan, very great, aspires
vishwaguru or world teacheknd our leadershi
is also the best and smartest in the world,
every other great world leader a personal fri
We garner awards from all corners of the wo
even countries ordinary citizens may never h
heard of.All in the nations name, of cours
nothing personal aboutiit.

And, if we are to believe an overwhelming sectio
the media and the commentariat, the EdhiBates
is not only a declining power but has already |
its war with Iran. Notwithstanding the stark real
of a decimated Iranian leadership, air defe
totally destroyed and the missile capac
degraded substantialyo, it's not a case o
wishful thinking or mass delusion. People beli
whatever they need tdhose who lose wars—h
or cold—must content themselves with preach
and propaganda. Narratives as the opiate of
masses. He who shall not be named
something similarememberbut about religion?

It has happened befofEhe erstwhile Soviet Unio
lostto the US, but its leftist supporters found cu
and tenured positions iVestern academia
post-colonialists. Closer to our own pain point,

The Union must not devour its States

Overcentralisation suppresses the very diversity of strategies from which innovation arises

SINGAPORESfirst PrimeMinister LeeKuanYewonce The erosion has not come through any single dramatiemandswere not secessionistn origin. They were

observed, with characteristic bluntness, that India is netroke.It hascreptin throughsuccessiveonstitutional federal Thefailureto engagevith themconstitutionally
be & nation but a set of countries held together by a Britisklmendmentg&xpansivéJnionlegislationin Concurrent thepreferencdor dismissabverdialogue contributedo
railway line.The remark stung when it was made. It stillList subjectsconditionalFinanceCommissioriransfers adecad®f violencethatcostthousandsflives.
stings because it contains enough truth to be and Centrally sponsoredschemeshat convert States The lesson is not complicated. When legitimate
d. uncomfortable.The framers of our Constitution fromgovernmentitoimplementingagencie®fUnion  congitutional grievances are denied constitutiond
understoodhis instinctively Theydid not pretendthat  policy. Thecumulativepatternis aninterconnectetveb  remedies, they seek other outlétdJnion that mistakes
e Indiawasanaturalnation-staten the Europearmould. of federal erosion. Even K Santhanam, a member of tls@ppressiofor unity shouldnotbesurprisedvhenStates

Article 1 declares simply: India, that is Bhagrshall be a ConstituentAssembly had cautionedthat the Union’s  seekmorethantheyweredenied.

Union of Sates. Not a Union witht8tes. Not a Union strengthlay not in the indiscriminateaccumulatiorof One recommendation deserves particular attention becau
f above &ates A Union of Sates.The distinction is not functions, but in the disciplined refusal of it addresses a wound that has not healé@ Justice
grammaticallt is constitutional. Thatlistinctionisnow  responsibilities that did not properly belong at theurian Joseph committee proposes that no territorial
under sustained assaulthe Justice Kurian Josepj reolganisation Bill may be introduced in Parliament
Committee, which was constituted by ffemil Nadu when the dkcted state is under Presidentule. This
€ government impril 2025 and submitted Part | of it speaks directly to what was done to Jammu and Kashmi
Y report last month, has produced the mg in August 2019A constituent state was bifurcated into
comprehensive accounting yet of how far Indi two UnionTerritories by parliamentary majorjtwith its
constitutional practice has drifted from this foundi 4 ( legislature suspended and its leadership under detentiol
design.The committeg’findings on the Governcr F™ § , 5 oy The constitutional provision notionally requiring the
office have been borne out by the latest gubernatq#h 4 state legislature’ view was rendered meaningless
appointments and resignationd/est Bengal Chieffs through the fiction of Presidential ruldhe Centre,
Minister Mamata Banerjee tweeted that she was | having imposed Presidest'ule, then consulted itself.If
even consulted about the transfer of RN Ravi to’! a state can be extinguished when its legistatisr

4

y state. Ravi, who has had a combative relationship conveniently suspended, the indestructipitit Sates is
Tamil Nadu CM MK $alin, has been transferred in ti not a constitutional guarantee but a constitutional

pretence.The committees proposed remedyhat all

e for anunusually fraught election West Bengal. Some y :
d have even speculated that Ravi might be an instru

progressive Muslim Left lost to their sectarian
separatist Partition-mongering co-religionis|
Pakistan was born a day before India, a blo
soaked severance of the sacred soil of Mo
India. But they captured Bollywood. Laho
penetrated Mumbai.

Similarly, we see China losing to the US in m
theatres the world overbut its propagand
machine has infiltrated right into the heart
American politics, media and civil socie#nd
ours too, in all probability?Russia, too, far fro
swift victory in Ukraine, is entrammelled in a fe
plus year warfrom which it finds it very hard t
extricate itself. It has also given up the Mid
East, with its sponsored proxy regime overthro
and its erstwhile dictatpBashar al-Assad, no
living in Russia under Russian protection

But we cart criticise Russia or its lifelong, ‘elect
leadet. He is a friend of India. Just as Chia
president for life isWe can—and must—criticis
the US and Israel. Because they are occup
colonising powers, no®%, both Ukraine and Ira
to a huge extent, are proxy wakad in both cases
theWestern alliance led by the US seems to h
the upper hand. But ddrforget the US is an eve
declining poweiThe idea behind propaganda
simple, if dangerous. If major powers lose th@i
resolve to rule, defeating them becomes ea
With Europes colonial guilt and managed decli
well underway a similar abdication, sooner th
later, across thAtlantic is only to be expected.O
but theres the inconvenient phenomenon call
Donald JTrump. Hated by the opposition parti
both in the US and Indialhere is, howevera
popular saying, “Cometh the hourometh the
man.” That Trump represents something mu
deeperthe US belief in its own exceptionalis
and its refusal to cave in, can easily be glossed

territorial reoganisation require the fatted state
. ofrecommending Presidestule in Bengal. genuine concurrence, would restore what the éram
d-The Governots office was conceived as a neutral national level.We have fogotten the caution and intended when they wrote that India shall be a Union of
€l constitutional link. It has become a partisan instrumentetained only the accumulation. States.Orlanguagethe committeeexposesa statistical

Bills passed by elected legislatures are held backyiRgre is a persistent illusion, which CMagn has manipulationthat hasunderwrittendecadeof cultural
months or years. Raj Bhavans have been turned in{giiclated forcefullythat the Union becomes Strongerimposition.By misclassifyingg3independenanguages,
outposts of the ruling party at the Cenire Supreme hy diminishing its Sates. It is wrongThe Union and the including Bhojpuri, Rajasthaniand Chhattisgarhi,as
¢ Courtfound occasion to rebuke this conduct of RN Raiates are not competitors in a zero-sum contest. Nfiglects of Hindi, the Censushas artificially inflated

in State of Tamil Naduv. Governorof Tamil Naduin authority sitting in New Delhi, however enlightened cartlindi speakershase from around 25 per cent to a claimed
2025. The committees remedy is straightforward: i5ior policy with equal senéitivity to every Iinguiétic 43.6 per cent. Nearly 250 Indian languages have becom
Governorsmustact on stateBills within 15 dayswith region, agricultural ecology or labour market. extinct in the past 50 yeafmother 400 face extinction in
deemed assent on expigndArticle 155 should beTmil Nédus noon meal scheme. Keralgichievements thenext50.Thecommitteerecommendsonstitutionally
amendedo requireappointmenfrom namesapproved public healthcare Maha}ashtsa’employment entrenching English as a permanefit@l language and
by the state legislature. These are the minimum guarantee initiative —all began as statpeziments recognising all Eighth Schedule languages dkialf
conditionsfor treating statelegislaturesas legitimate  paotore informing national policyOvercentralisation languages of the Union. Federations flourish when
constitutionalnstitutions. Thelamil Nadugovernment, suppresses the very diversity of strategies from whidiguistic diversity is protected.hey fracture when one
under MK Stalin, deserves commendation for ,novationand discovery arise. language is imposed.On the GStRtes surrendered their
commissioning this inquiryin an era whent8tes are History teaches a harder lesson too, one that those in DdIppstproductivetaxingpowersin exchangédor promises
expectedto remain quietly grateful for whatever '\, 4 do well to hearOvercent’ralisation does not Of revenue growth and stability that remaingkly
autonomythe Centrepermits,this actof constitutional produce passive acceptance. It produces reactighiredeemedihe GSTCouncil, where the Union holds a
assertionis itself a form of public service. The Punjabs tragedy in the 1980s did not egerfrom structural veto, has functioned as an extension of the
committees central finding will surprise no one who hasnowhere.‘l’heAnandpur Sahib Resolution of 1973 washion Finance Ministry. The committee$ proposals
watched Indian federalism at close quarters. .iiis core a constitutional demand: for the redefining dpclude requiring Union decisions to secure the
Centralisation,once a founding necessity born of entre-Sate relations, for genuine devolution of posver oncurrence of at least 20 States, rotating the
Partition anxieties and the integration of over 56Q.4 for recognition tﬁat Punjabidentity and political chairpersonshipamong state finance ministers and
princely states, has hardened into an inherited reflex’a§pirations deserved constitutional respethose establishingan independenSecretariatand a statutory
habit mistaken for principle. Dispute Settlemertuthority.

The rise of the RSP and its 35-year-old rapper-turned-politician Balendra Shah signals a dramatic rejection of the country’s entrenched political order.

NEPAL has made a clean break with the pabke
rsweepingvictory of the RashtriyaSwatantraParty
through ad hominem homilies. (RSP) in the national ele_ct_iqns and the rise of :
The other side has been drumming it into us yearold rappeﬂurned-pohhua_n BalendraShah,
decades: the decline of the US and the rise of CffinaPOPularly known as Balen, signal a dramatic

rejection of the countrg’entrenched political orde

is a foregone conclusiofVho can dispute that ] g '~
o In a nation where fragile coalitions have long bek

Nepal votes for a new dawn

Nepals youth, who mobilisedthroughstreet
protests and social media to demand an end tc
corruption, nepotism and misgovernance.
Balen is poised to become Negajoungest
PM and its first Madhesi to occupy the
coveted post. The mandatefor changeis
unmistakableNepalhasseerl4governments

in the past 18 years, with veteran leaders
playing musical chairs for the PMpostThe
challenges before the new rulers are
formidable: tackling corruption, reviving a
struggling economy and ensuring political
stability.

For India, the outcome carries significant
strategic implications. Political tremors in
Kathmandu have slowed down bilateral
projects, even as pro-China leaders such as Ol
have often struck a discordant note. If the RSP

Why bother if Red China has not been abl -
the norm, the electoratehasdelivereda powerful
messagethe old guard hasfailed miserably The 3
fledgling RSP5 spectaculaelectoralshowreflects
e deep public frustration with legacy padisuch as
e, the Nepali Congress and the Communist Part
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist). Even stalwa
N like former Prime Minister KESharma Oli sdéred i
humiliating defeats. Balen himself defeated Oli by il
€ huge magin, such was the intensity of voteasiger &
againstheestablishegbolitical elite.Balens march
has been remarkable. Having first gained
y Prominence when he won the Kathmandu mayg ~ governmentpursues pragmatic diplomacy
poll as an Independent in 2022, he has successfully o ] o Nepal stands to gain by reinforcing its

channelled Gen Z frustration into a national politicamovement. His victory embodies the aspirations ofaditionaltieswith India.

provide an alternative to tigestern world order
militarily, financially or politically within its own
country? The dollar will fall, of course, bu
wouldn’t we rather have it than any other opa
and manipulated currency?The Chinese i
promoted by so many of its paid or unp
champions, is that the US better step d

gracefully from its pedestal. Its time is oyi¢ has
neither the moral authority nor the means to be|
global hegemon. Consequentljhe world, we
were told, far from being uni- or even bi-poler
definitely and verifiably multipolaBut is it? Can
power—hard, soft, smart or any which way y
slice and dice it—be countered just by Bl

bluster or propaganda.

Iran war shakes Gulf’s faith in US protection

Arab ambassadors in Moscow sought Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov’s help in bringing peace in West Asia

FORthefirst timein theirpost-coloniahistory ArabGulf  battlefield?" AlHabtooraskedTrumpin anopenletter Another topic of conversation is the abrupt absentéSo
statesarevictims of war, notits victors.Quietly, money He is no strangerto Trump. The billionaire hasmet civilians at such iftars because they have lhefiGulf. US
including Indian moneyis moving to destinations away TrumpathisMar-a-Lagoresort. Assistant Secretaryof State Dylan Johnsonsaid on
from economiedit by thewarin WestAsia. Theregion's These are not standalone free-thinkers in a region whidharch 7 that 28,000 American citizens have "safely
big sporting event after cricket, the Formula One Grartths suppressedree thinking.Whenthe royalty in the returned" to the U&om the waraffected countries. He
Prixracedsn severatountriesscheduledor nextmonth regionalsospeakutagainstTrump,it is clearthatthe  saidmanyothersarein transithomewardsHis figuredid
arelikely to becancelledHadPakistan'participationn  ruling elite has empathy for tieab street on this issue. not includethose whchaverelocated elsewheia West
the just-concludedT-20 cricket matchesbeenin the Influential SaudiPrince Turki Al Faisaltold CNN on  Asia.TheArab streetis aghastthat after plunging the
United Arab Emiratesas once planned,insteadof Sri  Wednesday:"This is Netanyahu'swar. He somehow region into a war, the US governmentis evacuating
Lanka, they would perforce have been in jeopardy donvincedhe(US)Presidentosupportisviews."

Pakistan had advanced to semi-fin&lse Gulf has beerThegrandsorof Saudi Araba'sfounder King Abdulazz

where the Middle East, North Africa, South Asia Al Saud, PrinceTurki was the kingdom's chief o |
(MENASA) turned to for several past decades when theirtelligenceand Ambassadoto the United Kingdom
own regionsfacedturbulence.Suckisruptionsto good and the US. Prince Turki has been consistently
life aside, geopolitics and geo-economicspost the outspokenin his oppositionto the AbrahamAccords,
ongoing conflict — howsoever it ends — will be verywhichSaudArabiahasnotjoined.

differentfor the six Gulf CooperationCouncil (GCC) A major topic of conversation at iftar parties of elites
countriesAnger against the US, the protector of the GulGulf capitals last week was grievance among regic
since Saddam Hussein's 1990 invasion of Kuwait, is nigtaders, conveyed to the US in private, that
just simmering. It is boiling over at timeAnd the Pentagon's forces had not adequately protected
censorship-pronggovernmentsin the region are not
trying to stem the overflow of such feelings.

Ahmed Al-Tuwaijri is a former Dean at King Saud
University and a member of the Shura Coundl
(nominatedConsultativeAssembly)of SaudiArabia.He
wrote recentlyin the kingdom'sAl Jazirahnewspaper
(notthe Al Jazeerd'V conglomeratepf Trojan horses
within theArabworld. In aninterviewto DeutschéVelle
television,Saudiwriter and political researcheMunif
AmmashAlharbi spokeof militias being proppedip in
Sudan,Libya, Somaliaand Yemento undermineArab
nation-states.Dubai  billionaire Khalaf Ahmad Al
Habtoor'soutburstagainstUS PresidenDonald Trump

in one voice, soughtRussianForeign Minister Segei
Lavrov'shelpin bringingpeacen WestAsia. Theirdean,
Bahrain'sAmbassadoAhmed AbdulrahmanAl Saati,
said at an AmbassadorsRoundtablethat "Russiahas
strongerpositionson this issue(the WestAsia conflict)
and can help put an end to the aggression against ¢
countries."Lavrothendid somerealitycheck Heasked

Al Saati: "Did you condemn what the US and Israe
started doing? Did you condemn the death of 17
schoolgirls?"He went on: "We are against
the suffering of the Gulf countries...Butve
also cannotaccept(that) Iran's actionsare
deemedunacceptablevhile everythingthe
US and Israel are doing is beyond discussion
Do you see my point?"One certainty after
this war must be bornein mind. This is a
turning point for the Gulf just as Iraqg's
occupation oKuwait changedhistory inthat
region.At therequesbf Arab ambassadors,
Lavrov outlined Russias "Concept of
Collective Security in the Gulf." He said "the
coreideais very simple... Cometogether
and discuss existing problems. Each
participating country would set out the
threats or the risks to its security as it see:

drone onslaughts.When US Defence Secretary
Hegseth addressed a press conference at the Pentat

was on the defensiveagainstsuch complaints."We
cannot stop everything (that comes from Iran), but them. Then we could begin with an
ensured that the maximum possible defencel a agreement on transparency in military
maximum possible force protection was set up before wamericans at such speed although many US citizens magtivities; transparencyand perhapdimitations on the
went on ofence.” He said the US had spared "no expendx doing work that is critical for Gulf countries grippednumberof exerciseghat eachcountry along the Gulf
or capability" to enhance air defence systems to proteay crisis. coastconducts.That would include mutual visits by
alliesin theGulf. This is in contrast to Indian expatriates doing similar worknilitary persainel and joint econanic and trade
Frustrated Gulf military leaders have now been reduced who have refused the option to leave when the hoptojects."Lavrov promised to send details to Gulf
seeking help from Ukraine, which has experience inountriesieedheirservices. ambassadors. Of course, any such Collective $gcur
for draggingthe Gulf statesinto war hasbeenwidely intercepting Iranian drones, which are used by RussiBlacked out by international news agenciesand by  process can only start after the end of the war and only
reportedin the Indian mainstreanmedialastweekend. the war between the two countries, Ukraine's Presidewittually theentireAnglo-Saxonmediaon bothsidesof  Iran survives as a sovereign state. But the propdeasof
"Who gave you the right to turn our region into a&/olodymyr Zelenskyy has acknowledged. theAtlantic, onMarch5, Arabambassadoiis Moscow  promise.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellerswho do not owe any responsibility for any damage or lossto any person, apurchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of thiswork. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forumsin Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themsel ves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the‘ The Researchers' Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of 1oss, consequences and further product-rel ated damages on such advertisement.
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NEWS BOX

it A trophy is a trophy: Why India’s T20

trick as Real Madrid stun Man

i Destone of y World Cup win is no lesser prize

FedericoValverde said he experienced the

best night of his career after scoring a New Delhi. (Agency) pressurehigh-varianceonditionsknownto  global footprint, the T20 tournamentwins The numbers reflect the modern era. Since
sensational hat-trick to help Real Madrid'he dust had barely settled on Indiaistoric  the sport as trivial is not merely an inswlt t decisively Navigatinga twenty-teamfield ~ November2023, leadingcricketing nations
defeat Manchester City 3-0 in the first leg of T20World Cup 2026 victorya feat that made the Indian side. It reflects a fundamental without a slip-up is not simply fortune, it have played nearly twice as many T20
their UEFA Champions League round-of- them the firstteam to successfully defend thenisunderstandingf wherecricketstandsn  demandssustainedmental precision. The  internationals as ODIS.he format is not a
16 tie.The Uruguayan midfielder produced title, before the familigrhythmic drumming 2026. agumentthatthe achievemenis somehow  sideshow or a convenience. It has become the
a stunning first-half performance at the of dissent began. It is a peculiar habit of ti¢lEMYTH OFODIWORLD CUPS main stage. It appeals to a digital-
Santiado Bernabsu fo put Real Madrid CTicketing commentariat that the momefbr decades, the 50-over OBbrid Cup native generation, fits the rhythm of
X g P India achieves total dominance inthe @sn has been presented as the ultima contemporary life and pushes the
firmly in control of the contest. . most volatile format, the goalposts arepinnacle. Its fouyear cycle is often boundaries of athletic skill.In other
There had been a sense of uncertainty amongnceremoniously shifted.Leading the der treated as the chief marker of prestic sports, frequency does not diminish
Real Madrid fans heading into the clash was Sanjay Manjrekawhose recent critique Yet the modern tournament increasing prestige Tennis fans do not belittle
against Manchester CityThe Spanish on social media felt like a cold shower for aresembles a closed shop, a gat = the four Grand Slam tournaments
giants had recently lost two league matchescﬁlebratm? dn?ttllon-“ln time, ;Ne need to putcomm#nitsfl of tehn te?ms. sfltd E{S i Z'nrﬂfalﬁfy ﬁgrcd%u%ﬁo v&géyof gﬁ:slér
; ese world titles given out every year inmarathon format that tolerate S nnu ¢ >
and needed a late deflection to beat Celta{oroperperspective,“ Manjrekar said"Ingia’ and_ slow starts, where establ?/sh s 2wl T s I

Vigo over the weekend. Speaking after thez55\yc wins dont come remotely close to powers are often all but guaranteed . I 'y lacks a foutyear cycle. In athletics

match,Valverde admitted the performance ihejr 50 overs\/C wins of 1983 under Kapil path to the knockouts.Contrast that wi NS WNEITER Y : or badminton, the regularity of

was one he had always dreamed about."I'Dev and 201 under Dhoni in terms of its the T20 Vérld Cup. Thetournament g i e L s pgm  Major events merely demonstrates

incredible, you always dream of nights like pure challenge and its sanctity now features twenty teams. Itis the o/ Bl TP Y =l [e] M9 sb 38 Bl who can remain the best in a

this...I want to thank my teammates whahe sentimentwas echoedin more vitriolic ~ format in which the word world in the constantly evolving field. Cricket
corners of the internet. One user on XWorld Cupgenuinelyfeelsliteral. Here, easier because the event occurs m should not be the lone exception.
mocked Indies pursuit of global titles by emeging sidessuch asthe UnitedStates, frequently ignores a central truth of th%ﬁEINDIAN REVOLUTION

likening T20 trophies to fast food prizes Italy, Nepal and Namibia experience format. InNT20 cricket there is no settling inP€rhaps the most unfair aspect of the
collected every two years at a drive-throughmeaningful international competition.Ina  Every ball is a crisis. dismissive narrative is how it overlooks the
dismissing them as achievements that couri0-over contest, the gulf in class can unfolgye ENGINE ROOM genuine tactical transformation within
for very little.It is a narrative that reeks of arelentlesslyovereighthours.In T20 cricket, eyond the trophies lies economic reallg0 Indian cricket.The journey from anltyear
staggerindack of perspectivewrappedn a  that gap narrows to the width of a Sing%c%/icket s bpecome the principal financial!CC .trophy drought to the current era of
thin veil of purismTo describe &Vorld Cup inspiredover. engine of the sport. It provides the revenu ominance began with a sweeping reset led
victory achieved under the most hight a World Cup is judged by inclusivity and ihat sustaingest matches and ODI tours. y Rohit Sharma and Rahul Dravid in 2024.

. . Ahead of IPL 2026, S Dhon
Dropping Axar Patel in IND vs SA was my " deared of conflt of nterest

mistake, | apologised: Suryakumar Yadav llegations by BL(!

New Delhi. (Agency)
BCCI Ethics Oficer JusticéArun Mishra (retd)
has dismissed the complaint filed against MS

give me the confidence | needed to stay New Delhi. (Agency) told him I made a mistake, and I'm sqioyt  next Super 8 clash against Zimbabwe
positive, the coaching sfafnd everyone India captain Suryakumayadav admitted it was acdl for the team It wasa hard  national cricket team.From that point Dhoni over alleged  conflict-of-interest
who supports us, even though it's been a that leaving out\xar Patel for a key match conversation. He took it in his stride and weonwards the all-rounderplayeda key role violations concern?n his role as a Chennai
difficult season," he said."l really enjoyed during the ICC Men$20World Cup 2026 talked it through the next day."India in India's successfultitle defence.Axar Super Kings (CSK) ?a er and his association
myself today It had been a while since | Was his mistakeThe skipper revealed that suffered a heavy 76-run defeat in that Supefinished the tournamentwith 11 wickets 'tﬁ . kgt d piay by MA&ark
enjoyed a match like thisyalverde added Axar was understandably upset with thé match at the Narendra Modiflium, and ~ from eight matcheswhile maintainingan VSV' cric é—:‘Maca emies ;UT‘ y L __érua
HOW REAL MADRID STUNNED MAN. decision, prompting him to the decision to drofixar became one of the economyrateof around8.20, makinghim ports and Management Private Limitede
CITY personally apologise 10 the iy - one of Indias most dependable ruling concluded that no conflict of interest
. . rounder after the game. k. I middle-overs bowlers.He delivered Was .eSfEablllshed re.gardmg. Dhosi
Valverde's remarkable display completelytha ™ jecision came during Indsa’ | d one of his best performances in theparticipation in the Indian Premier League
changed the mood at the Bernab&he Super 8 clash against Sodfica in final against New Zealand national (IPL) under current BCCl regulations.
midfielder opened the scoring in the 20th  Aphmedabad, which turned out to b cricket team, picking up thredPL2026 1STPHASE: FULLSCHEDULE
minute after rounding goalkeeper Gianluigi  |ndia’s only defeat of the tournamen wickets for 27 runs to help India searhe complaint, filed in February 2024, alleged
Donnarumma and calmly finishing into the  Axar had earlier missed the grouy [ the trophyAxar also contributed in that Dhoni violated Rule 38(4)(a) and Rule
net.Seven minutes later he doubled the lead stage match against the Netherlang.- the semi-final against England by 38(4)(p) by being a current IPplayer and
with a powerful left-footed strike that fle due to a minor injury concern, but h pulling off two outstanding catches academy owner simultaneouslyThe
past the goalkeeper and gave Real Madrid exclusion against Soustfrica was a that shifted momentum towards complainant also accused Dhoni of failing to

full control of the match. tactical decision asWashington India.Wth the bat, he chipped in disclose interests in accordance with Rule

Valverde completed his hat-trick in the 42nd Sundar was included instead with quick and valuable runs 38(2) and Rule 38(5) after the 2018
minute in spectacular fashion. He lifted the SPeaking toThe Indian Express, , whenever the team required gmendments to BCG' conflict-of-interest
ball delicately over defender Marc Guehi Suryakumarsaid the conversa_tlon\{ylth most debated selection calls of the ~ acceleration. _ rules.Justice Mishra’ order noted that the
before smashing a right-footed volley into Axar after the match was @dult."He tournament. India eventually went on to win the,agreementfoﬁhe cricket academy was signed
the bottom corner to cap a brilliant first-half (Axar Patel) was very angry — and OW WAS AXAR PATEL T20 WORLD  tournament and successfully defend theifn” 2017, which was before the BCEI

should have been. He'an experienced CUP2026? T20World Cup title, becoming the first side ¢onflict-of-interest  regulations came  into

performance. player he leads a franchise. He should felia quickly corrected the decision byt achieve the feat while also lifting the

angry" Suryakumar said.”l apologised. |bringing Axar back into the side for their trophy onhome soil.
Pakistan cricketers find

wotakersin Hondred ~ PUNE lawyer alleges Hardik Pandya insulted
Women 2126 auction national flag, files police complaint

New Delhi. (Agency)
No Pakistan players found buyers in the Pune (Agency)

womens auction forThe Hundred held on A Pune-based lawver has filed a complal
WednesdayMarch 1. Left-handed batter - seeking legal action against Hardik Pand
MuneebaAli, right-arm fast bowler Diana for allegedly disrespecting the Indial
Baig, left-arm spinner Sadia Igbal and pational flag during India celebrations
Pakistan captain Fatima Sana had registerefter winning the ICC Men520World Cup
for the auction with a base price of 15,000 2026.The complainant hasged the police
pounds each.Howeveonly Fatima Sana  toregister an FIR over the alleged inciden
and Sadia Igbal, the top-ranked bowler imhe complaint was submitted by advocall
Womens T20Is, were shortlisted for the Wajid Khan at the Shivaji Nagar Policllf
final auction stage. Despite making the Station.The lawyer alleged that Pandya hd'
shortlist, neither of them had their names wrapped the tricolour around himself whil
called during the bidding procesAs a  celebrating on the field with his girlfrienc
result, all four Pakistani players went Mahieka Sharma after India defeated Ne
unsold, missing out on contracts for the ﬁealar:jd ir|\1/I tg_eagr_lal og Suknda){m?ltl tr ideos ! & 2
upcoming season of the 100-ball Narendra Modi g&dium. Speaking , showed Pandya celebrating wit : ;

& 2 Khan said the act amounted to disrespectiny ’ Mahieka Sharrr¥a as the Indiagn teamaorgrge:trthettnr%shcélduforr?é:orrlﬁtllctgfgtecrelst
the national flag.¥u must have seen the of pjs victory that he was lying with his soaked in the historic triumph. In egulations.Additionally the order stated

T20 World Cup here. Hardik Pandya wasgirifriend, wearing the national flag. | Several clips, the couple were seen dancing, 16
dancing with his girlfriend in celebration of gelieve it is an ingun to the national f(‘?ag,-- posing with the trophy and sharing there was no proof presented of favouritism,

his victory The national flag was tied to his Knhan said."| have filed a complaint with the emotional moments amid the celebrasion ~ bias, or preferential treatment linked to the
ba.C.k...ACCOFdIng to Section 2 of the 197lShlvaJ| Nagar pOliCG statiokVhen | went to One viral video also showed the Coup]e |yingOWnerSh|p of the academyThe rU|_|r_]g )
National FlagAct, we should respect the fjje the complaint, they told me the incidenttogether on the podium structure during theemphasized that these factors are critical in
dignity of the national flag. However oceyrred there, not here. So | told them thavictory ceremony while players and $taf determining conflict-of-interest violations
Hardik Pandya was so lostin the celebratiofne national flag is a symbol of the entirecontinued celebrating around them. under BCCIs code.

Will Iran be replaced at the World Cup after
withdrawal threat FIFA ponders options

nation, and we can file a complain
with the Shivaji Nagar policeThey
have accepted my complaint an
provided me with a copylLet's see
what happens next. | have filed th
complaint,” he added.

HARDIK'S T20WC CELEBRATIONS
STIR CONTROVERSY force in September 2018his timing was a

The controversysurfacedafter India’s ~ key factor in the assessment of the allegations
dramaticT20 World Cupvictory over  raised by the complainant.
New Zeaknd triggered emotond The Ethics Oficer found no evidence that
celebrations on the field in  Dhoni had any institutional control or
Ahmedabad. ~ decision-making authority in the academy

During the post-match celebrations, while playing in the IPLThe ruling clarified
videos circulating on social media that simply continuing as an IRilayer does

tournament.Earlierreports suggested IPL-

owned Hundred teams might avoid signing ' that they won't be taking part in the withdrawalfromthetournamentvill nowbe  thatwithdrawswouldn'thaveto bereplaced
Pakistani players, sparking controversy and Aftar Iran's withdrawal threat tournamentollowing airstrikescarriedout  governedby Article Six of the World Cup by a team from the same confederation, or
criticism, including from England captain by co-host nation the United States even replaced at aWhether either of those

Harry Brook. In response, the ECB arite  from the World Cup 2026, FIFA alongwith Israelthat reportedlykilled
Hundred franchises clarified that nationality L Iran’s Supreme LeadeAyatoliah Ali

would not afect selection, emphasising qre Weiqhinq up their options t0  Khamenei.The announcement came

scenarios would be politically tenable is a
different question."The tournament
regulations also provide disciplinary

choices would be based solely on ; only hours after FIK President Gianni___w-;'_ : sanctionsfor any federationwhose team
performance, availability and team repluce them in the tournament.  infantino stated that U.S. President || 4 withdraws. Howeverif Iran withdrew for
requirements. . Donald Trump had assuredsafeentry = e any reason related to this current conflict, |
E\A(LEJ(S:TIgﬁW ON HUNDRED MEN Iraq and UAE are being and a welcoming environment for th- % & Latla doubt FIFA would impose any sanctions
. Iranian national team during the | .’ 1| given the circumstances."lraqualified for
Several Pakistan players are set to feature inconsidered as replacements by (oumament.The Unitedates and Israel. i' '

ther fourth suaesive World Cup by

the mens auction for The Hundred, : . : launched airstrikes on Iran nearly tw L W A topping Group A of the Asian qualifying.
scheduled to take place GhursdayMarch the international governing bOdV. weeks ago, an attack that reporte)(/jly D ) ' W?\ri)le ga replgcement does sqeemfylikg the
12. A total of 63 Pakistani cricketers had resulted in the death of the Islamic regulations, which allows FAto callup any — possible outcome, it is far from being
reglstgred for the auction, .but only 14 were NEW DELHI. (Agency) Republics supreme leader and triggerednation it choose to fill up the void left by straightforward.
shortlisted forthe_ final bidding process. ran's withdrawal threat from the upcomingescalating tensions across the Gulfran.There's no modern precedent for tHRAQ FACING TRAVEL ISSUES

Among the prominent names are the fastwa|\world Cup has left FUslooking into  r€gion-While it did seem uncertain that Iranand, accordingto FIFA's own tournament Iraq is one of the teams in the running to
bowling trio of Haris Rauf, Shahedridi, jifterent options with the tournamentWould compete in a tournament hosted by gegulations they havefull discretionto do  replace Iran in th&Vorld Cup if the diicial

Naseem Shah and all-rounders .Shada[?dcking offin early June in the USA, Mexico nation it is currently in conflict with, F&c  whatever they want in the case of a teamvithdrawal does happen.lragare set to

Khan, SaimAyub all of whom have listed and Canada. Iran'S Sports Minist;mmad had still been planning fdeam Mellito take  withdrawing,” James Kitching, FIFA's feature in the intercontinental plag®fin

themselves with a base price of 100,000p,nyamaji said ofWednesdayMarch 1,  the field in their opening group match againsformerDirectorof FootballRegulatorytold ~ Mexico later this month, where they will

pounds. " New Zealand in Logngeles on June 18, Reuters."Thameans.for example.a team compete for a place at tiéorld Cup finals.
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Rashmika

‘Mandanna

And Vijay Deverakonda Fly Economy
Aiter Wedding, Leave Fans Surprised

Rashmlka Mandanna and Vijay Deverakonda got married on

February 26, in a beautiful traditional ceremony in Udaipur.
Fans went gaga over the dreamy photos from their wedding
ceremony. A day after tying the knot, the couple headed back to
Hyderabad, and much to their fans’ surprise, they were seen flying
’ economy class. A video of the newly married couple boarding the
commercial flight from Udaipur is going viral on social media. They
were seen beaming with joy as they headed to their seats.
Rashmika Mandanna Shares ‘Yay’ Moment On Flight After
Wedding With Vijay Deverakonda
The video shared by a makeup artist on Instagram shows Rashmika
and Vijay on their flight back to Hyderabad from Udaipur. The
‘Liger’ actor was all smiles as he interacted with the crew and waited
for them to be seated. Meanwhile, Rashmika was also seen grinning
widely and excitedly waving at the passengers who cheered for them.
She made a small ‘yay’ gesture, expressing her joy. Check out the
video below!

L

s React
e video was posted with the caption, “And finally here is Mr & Mrs
)everakonda." Netizens gushed over the newly married couple,
hile some were surprised to see them travelling in economy. “I
on’t know why I’'m so happy for them," wrote one fan, while
another one commented, “Her happiness is gorgeous." A third
etizen wrote, “They fly economy?" while another comment read,
‘Flying economy after their wedding, thought they’d fly private."
e gave her the window seat!!! Green forest," pointed out one
netizen. Meanwhile, a few social media users claimed that Rashmika
‘and Vijay booked the whole flight for the wedding guests. “This
" makes sense, they booked the whole flight," read a comment.
Vijay Deverakonda’s Note After Marriage With Rashmika
Mandanna Goes Viral
After their wedding, Vijay and Rashmika shared dreamy photos from
their wedding along with heartfelt notes for each other. Vijay’s
caption for his ladylove won hearts, and netizens couldn’t stop
gushing over the couple. “One day, [ missed her. Missed her in a way
that made me feel like my day would’ve been better if she were
around. Like my meals would’ve felt more wholesome if she were
sitting across from me.

Bhumi Pednekar

Bhumi Pednekar Says ‘Hope Came True’ As She
Celebrates One Month Of Daldal, Shares BTS Moments

humi Pednekar has been enjoying the love sheis  day quoted creator Suresh Triveni talking about the
getting for the series Daldal. It has been one  second season of the series. He said, “We are ready to
month since its release. Marking the special  go for it. The writers have given three to four years
milestone, the actress took to social media to share an ~ working on the show, and they’re raring to go." Triveni
action-packed behind-the-scenes (BTS) video fromthe =~ mentioned he has ideas to explore them further. He
sets, giving fans a glimpse of the intense effort that  shared, “We have a couple ofideas. Also, I’m taking all
went into creating the gripping drama. the feedback from season one. We will take the right
Taking to her Instagram handle, Bhumi Pednekar shared ~ decision if everything falls in place.”
the raw video featuring all the major action scenes and Bhumi Pednekar On Playing A ‘Flawed, Broken’ Cop
also penned a thank-you note for her fans. She —1. L1 AERREOWR TR\
writes, “It’s been one month since Daldal * = i
released... and I have spent these weeks feeling |
nothing but gratitude. Looking back at these BTS
moments reminds me of the chaos, the nerves,
the long days, and the quiet in-betweens that
shaped this journey. But more than anything, it
reminds me of the love that came after. In the last
month, I have read your messages, seen your
edits, received your calls, watched your videos,
and gone through every DM... sometimes twice.
Thank you for opening your hearts to the show.
Thank you for holding the characters with so
much warmth. Thank you for seeing the effort,
the intention, the honesty we tried to bring to
every frame. As artists, we hope silently that our In Daldal
work reaches people in the way we imagined it. With DCP Rita Ferreira of the Mumbai Crime Branch,
Daldal, that hope came true because of you." One of the  played by Bhumi Pednekar, is at the core of the
fans wrote, “Thank you for this wonderful piece of  storm. Now, the actress has opened up about
work everyone all the actors and the entire team.” her character. “Rita is a cop, but she’s
Bhumi Pednekar’s Daldal To Return With Season 2? extremely flawed, broken, complex,
Well, now there is growing buzz around the return of  complicated. She has more shades of black
psychological crime thriller as creator Suresh Triveni  than white, which isn’t how we usually see
recently opened up about plans for a possible second  cops portrayed on screen," Bhumi told Elle
season. He revealed that the team is keen to continue  India. “I got to play a hero while doing a lot of
the gripping narrative, raising hopes among fans. Mid-  anti-hero things," she added.
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Akshay Kumar, Wamiqa Gabbi Kick
Off Bhoot Bangla Promotions In
Nashik

kshay Kumar and Wamiqa Gabbi have

officially kickstarted promotions for their

upcoming horror comedy Bhoot Bangla,
setting the tone for what promises to be one of the
most anticipated genre releases of the year. The
actors were spotted heading to Nashik for the first
leg of promotions, dressed in coordinated white
shirts and blue denim, drawing attention for their
easy camaraderie.

Sharing glimpses from the journey on social media,
Wamiqa wrote, “Heading towards Nashik...
starting first day of promotions of Bhoot Bangla...
need your wishes and prayers," signalling the
beginning of the film’s promotional campaign.

The film marks Wamiqa’s first on-screen
collaboration with Akshay Kumar and also
reunites Akshay with director Priyadarshan after a
gap of 14 years.

About Bhoot Bangla: A Return To Classic Horror
Comedy

Directed by Priyadarshan, Bhoot Bangla blends old-
school slapstick humour with atmospheric horror
elements, a combination that has previously
delivered cult hits in Hindi cinema.

Set against the backdrop of a mysterious, crumbling
mansion steeped in folklore, the film revolves
around characters who find themselves entangled
in supernatural chaos. The “bangla" in the title
refers to an ancestral estate believed to be haunted,
with secrets buried within its walls. What begins as
aroutine visit gradually spirals into a series of eerie
yet comedic encounters involving restless spirits,
hidden passageways and unexpected twists.

Known for his mastery in balancing humour with
tension, Priyadarshan has crafted the film with
practical effects, situational comedy and
character-driven chaos rather than relying solely
on jump scares. The narrative draws inspiration
from classic haunted-house tales while adding a
contemporary layer of satire, misunderstandings
and supernatural mischief.The tone carries shades
of Priyadarshan’s earlier comic sensibilities while
leaning into a darker, more atmospheric setting,
making it nostalgic yet fresh.

Bengali Actress Subhashree
Ganguly Stranded In Dubai With
Son After thht Cancellations

in West Asia have left several Indian nationals

unable to return home, including actor
Subhashree Ganguly and her young
son.Subhashree had travelled to Dubai with her son
Yuvaan during his school holidays. However, amid
the ongoing conflict in the region and subsequent
airspace restrictions, she has been unable to fly back
to India. According to her husband, filmmaker Raj
Chakraborty, both mother and son are safe and
following official advisories.

Authorities in the UAE have reportedly advised
residents and visitors to remain indoors as a
precaution. Subhashree and her son are complying
with the instructions while monitoring
developments closely.

The disruption in travel services follows heightened
tensions in the Middle East after military strikes
involving the United States and Israel targeting
sites in Iran. As a precaution, parts of Gulf airspace
have faced temporary closures, leading to
widespread flight cancellations and uncertainty for
travellers.

Actor Sonal Chauhan has also been affected by the
cancellations. She publicly appealed for assistance
after finding herself stranded in Dubai without a
confirmed return plan.

Addressing Prime Minister Narendra Modi through
social media, Chauhan wrote, “Hon’ble PM
@narendramodi ji,  am currently stranded in Dubai
due to the ongoing crisis."In a subsequent message,
she added, “With flights canceled and no clear way
to return to India, I respectfully seek the
Government’s guidance for a safe journey home.
Grateful for any support extended."”

Her appeal drew significant attention online, with
some users urging authorities to intervene swiftly.
One social media user commented, “Requesting
concerned authorities to please look into this
urgently. Citizens’ safety should be the top
priority." Others advised her to reach out directly to
Indian diplomatic officials in the UAE.

Chauhan is known for her work in Hindi and Telugu
cinema and gained recognition after starring
opposite Emraan Hashmi in Jannat. Before her film
career, she won the Miss World Tourism 2005 title
and worked as amodel.

I \light suspensions linked to escalating tensions
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EAM Jaishankar, Iran minister
touch base for 3rd time since
war, discuss Strait of Hormuz

New Delhi, Agency: Foreign min-
ister S Jaishankar discussed the situa-
tion in the Strait of Hormuz with his
Iranian counterpart Seyed Abbas
Araghchi in a phone conversation on
Tuesday evening. While Jaishankar
stressed the need for safe merchant
shipping, an Iranian readout said that
they discussed the "consequences of the
US and Israeli regime's military aggres-
sion on the security of shipping and ves-
sel traffic through the Strait of Hormuz".

Jaishankar had earlier said that he
had had a "detailed" discussion on
developments in the ongoing conflict.

"Referring to Iran's principled
approach to safeguarding shipping secu-
rity in the Persian Gulf, Iran's foreign
minister reminded that the insecure sit-
uation and problems arising for ship-
ping in the Persian Gulf are a result of
the aggressive and destabilising actions
of the United States, and the interna-
tional community must hold the US
accountable for this situation,"” said
Iran's readout of what was the third con-
versation between the foreign ministers
since the war started on Feb 28.

"The Indian foreign minister, while
emphasising the importance of continu-
ing and enhancing bilateral relations
between Tehran and New Delhi,
stressed the necessity of ongoing consul-
tations to help restore stability in the
region," it added.

According to Iran, Araghchi
described the "aggressive acts by US and
Israeli regime" as a violation of the fun-
damental principles of the UN Charter
and international law, noting that all
govts have a responsibility to condemn
this military aggression and blatant dis-
regard for international law. On
Tuesday, Iran also officially honoured
the sailors of frigate Dena that was tor-
pedoed and sunk by a US submarine on
March 4. The Iranian foreign ministry
again underlined in a statement that
Dena had been officially invited by
Indian Navy to participate in a joint
naval exercise and a port visit.

Karnataka govt sets
up committee on
Responsible Al

Bengluru, Agency: The Karnataka
government on Thursday announced
the setting up of a 'Committee on
Responsible Artificial Intelligence'
(RAI) as the state accelerates efforts to
become the "AI capital of the future",
leveraging its talent pool of nearly one
lakh AI professionals and a growing
base of AI companies in Bengaluru.

With this, Karnataka becomes the
first Indian state to formally initiate dis-
cussions on responsible deployment of
artificial intelligence amid the rapid
growth of the tech ecosystem.

Responsible AI (RAI) refers to the
practice of designing, developing and
deploying Al systems in ways that pri-
oritise fairness, transparency, privacy
and safety.

State IT minister Priyank Kharge
emphasised the need RAI: "Al is moving
quickly from research labs into everyday
governance, industry and public servic-
es. As Al adoption accelerates, it
becomes equally important to ensure
that its use remains responsible, trans-
parent and accountable,"”

The committee will bring together
experts from government, industry and
academia to examine emerging Al use
cases, identify high-risk and prohibited
applications, and recommend safe-
guards related to data governance, pri-
vacy and citizen protections. "It will also
propose governance mechanisms cover-
ing transparency and accountability
standards, audit frameworks, procure-
ment guidelines and institutional capac-
ity building. We are confident that the
committee's work will lay the founda-
tion for a comprehensive policy frame-
work and implementation roadmap for
Karnataka's Al journey," Kharge added.
The move comes as Bengaluru continues
to strengthen its position as a global Al
hub. The city hosts nearly 50% of India's
Al talent that drives deep-tech innova-
tion. Global Al firms such as Anthropic
also have a presence in the city.
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M EA condemnsattack on India-bound Thai ship
saysinnocent liveslost in conflict 'unacceptablée

New Delhi, Agency:
India has deplored the attack
on the Thai-flagged cargo
ship, Mayuree Naree, in the
Strait of Hormuz, while con-
firming the ship was bound
for Kandla port, Gujarat. It
condemned the commercial
ship being made a target amid
the ongoing conflict.

The ministry of external
affairs, in a statement, said
that targeting the Thai cargo
ship and endangering the
lives of innocent civilians
should be avoided. MEA
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal shared the stance on
X with the caption,
"Statement regarding ship
bound for Kandla, India."

It said, "We have seen
reports about the attack on a

Thai ship, Mayuree Naree, in
the Straits of Hormuz on 11
March. The ship was bound for
Kandla in India. India deplores
the fact that commercial ship-

ping is being made a target of
military attacks in the ongoing
conflict in West Asia."

It also denounced the inno-
cent lives lost in the recent

CBI raids 15 locations in online fraud
linked to overseas ﬁntech platform

New Delhi, Agency: The
CBI has conducted searches at
15 locations across multiple
states in connection with a large-
scale online financial fraud
involving overseas fintech plat-

form 'Pyypl’, officials said
Thursday.
The Central Bureau of

Investigation (CBI) is now seek-
ing custody of the alleged king-
pin of the gang, Ashok Kumar
Sharma, a chartered accountant,
who was recently arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED).The case was referred to
the CBI by the Union home min-
istry's anti-cyber crime wing -
I4C. Following this, the agency
registered a case and carried out
searches on Wednesday in
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Punjab, they said.According
to investigators, Sharma was
allegedly running a large-scale
organised scam involving fraud-
ulent investment schemes, cyber
fraud, and illicit cryptocurrency

transactions, and part-time job
fraud involving offshore with-
drawals and overseas fintech
platforms from his office in
Bijwasan on the Delhi-
Gurugram border, which came
to be known as the "Bijwasan
Group".The gang allegedly
defrauded victims of Rs 9oo
crore last year alone. The pro-
ceeds were routed and laun-
dered through a network of 15
shell companies identified so far,
the agency said."The CBI con-
ducted coordinated searches at
15 locations across Delhi,

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and
Punjab in connection with a case
related to large-scale organised
online investment and part-time
job fraud involving offshore
withdrawals and overseas fin-
tech platforms, predominantly
the Dubai-based 'Pyypl'," an
agency spokesperson said in a
statement."It was alleged that
thousands of unsuspecting

Indian citizens were cheated of

crores of rupees through decep-
tive online schemes operated by
an organised transnational fraud
syndicate," she said.

attacks, which included two
Indians, while one went miss-
ing, and criticised the increas-
ing intensity of the attacks.

"Precious lives, including
those of Indian citizens, have
already been lost in multiple
such attacks in the earlier
phase of this conflict, and the
intensity and lethality of the
attacks only seem to be
increasing," it said.

It further urged the exclu-
sion of commercial ships from
the attacks.

"India reiterates that tar-
geting commercial shipping
and endangering innocent
civilian crew members, or oth-
erwise impeding freedom of
navigation and commerce,
should be avoided," the state-
ment read.A Thailand-flagged

Smoke from
pushes AQI to

commercial ship was attacked
in the Strait of Hormuz on
Wednesday, which was headed
to India. Iran's Revolutionary
Guards later claimed responsi-
bility for the attack.

The Thai transport min-
istry, in a statement, said that
three of the 23 crew members
on board were missing.

The attack occurred near
Omani waters. The crew, who
abandoned the vessel in a
lifeboat following the strike,
were later rescued by the
Omani Navy. Admiral
Thadawut Thatpitakkul of the
Royal Thai Navy said that after
receiving information about
the incident, Thai naval per-
sonnel stationed in Bahrain
coordinated with the Omani
Navy for the rescue operation.

Bapgaon fire
347 hazardous

level in Kalyan West

Kalyan, Agency: A
thick layer of smoke
engulfed several parts of
Kalyan West on Wednesday
morning, leading to a sud-
den spike in air pollution
and creating concern
among residents.

According to preliminary
information, the Air Quality
Index (AQI) in the area
briefly surged to a hazardous
level of 347, making the air
quality extremely poor for a
few hours. Residents in sever-
al parts of Kalyan West
reported difficulty in breath-
ing as the atmosphere
appeared hazy and filled with
smoke since early morning.

Civic officials said the
smoke was likely caused by a
fire that broke out early
Tuesday morning in the
Bapgaon area in Bhiwandi
beyond the Gandhari bridge.

Due to the direction of the
wind, large volumes of smoke
drifted towards the Kalyan
West region.

Several localities includ-

ing Gandhari, Ring Road,
Godrej Hill, Khadakpada,
Adharwadi and Lal Chowki
witnessed dense smoke in the
air during the morning hours,
prompting concern among
residents over the sudden rise
in pollution levels.

Officials from the Kalyan-
Dombivli Municipal
Corporation (KDMC) clari-
fied that the spike in pollution
was temporary.

Gunmen abduct 20 Naga people
from three vehicles in Manipur

Guwahati, Agency:
Suspected militants way-
laid at least three vehicles
passing by two tribal vil-
lages along Manipur's
Ukhrul-Imphal Road
Wednesday and abducted
20 Naga men, women and
children at gunpoint,
potentially igniting a fresh
ethnic firestorm in a state
already scarred by the
Meitei-Kuki conflict.

Ukhrul-headquartered
organisation Tangkhul Naga
Long alleged mass abduction was
handiwork of Kuki militants, call-
ing it a "pre-planned act of vio-
lence targeting the Nagas" and
demanding state and central
govts rescue them "within two
hours or face the consequences".

Manipur CM: Release all
civilians wunconditionally:
Manipur's new CM Yumnam
Khemchand Singh, who took up
office on Feb 4, put out an appeal

as the security establishment
scurried to make sense of the
abductions from near Mongkot
Chephu and Shangkai, both Kuki
villages.
"Deeply concerned by reports
of civilians being held captive
along the Ukhrul-Imphal road. I
strongly urge those responsible
to immediately release all civil-
ians safely and unconditionally,"
Khemchand said in a statement
released on social media.

US can't put conditions on India to buy Russian oil
as it affects our sovereignty: Ex-NSA Narayanan;

New Delhi, Agency:
Former National Security
and Intelligence
Bureau chief M K Narayanan
said on Wednesday
country has every right to
buy oil from wherever it is
available" and that no coun-
try should impose condition
on India, and that Pakistan
won't "dare go for another
conflict with India"
immediate future especially
after Operation Sindoor.

In an interview to Media
on the sidelines of Synergia

Adviser

Conclave in Delhi, served as IB chief for two
Naryanan, when asked about terms between 2005 and
another conflict with 2014, said, "We have always

Pakistan, said, "Pakistan has
enough problems to handle -
Afghanistan
Balochistan - to dare go for
another conflict with India."
He further said,
think another war with

with

"our

in the

imports,

borrowed the

and

"I don't

Pakistan is imminent."
On US putting conditions
on India over Russian oil

Narayanan, who

policy of
dynamic neutrality. We have
not sided with one country.
Russia has been giving us
crude oil and we have been
accepting it. We will normal-
ly buy oil from wherever it is

available based on its prices.
The US wants us to reduce
the quota and quantity of oil
that we buy from Russia.
Numerically, we need to
make some changes. That is
fine. But when it becomes a
condition that is applied to
you, then it affects our sover-
eignty. We have to balance
things (as per our interest)."

Slamming the US pres-
sure on India over Russian
oil imports, he said, "We
don't want to create prob-
lems for ourselves and we
don't want to create prob-
lems with other countries.
There is a limit beyond which
a country can compel us to
do the following. The
(Indian) govt knows it as the
foreign minister has said
recently. There are issues
coming up and they have to
deal with it."

'Non-Sanatanis' barred from Badrlnath and Kedarnath temples

Dehradun, Agency: The
Badrinath-Kedarnath Temple
Committee (BKTC) has approved a
proposal to bar "non-Sanatanis" - peo-
ple who do not follow Sanatan Dharma
- from entering 47 temples under its
jurisdiction in Uttarakhand, including
Badrinath and Kedarnath.

The decision was taken at the tem-
ple committee's budget meeting at its
Dehradun office, chaired by BKTC
chairman Hemant Dwivedi.

The chairman had indicated in
January that the committee was con-
sidering restrictions on the entry of
non-Hindus at the Char Dham shrines.

He said, "The decision was taken to
ensure that only those who believe and
have faith in Sanatan Dharma visit the
Char Dham shrines and other tem-
ples."

He added that the restriction would
apply to the innermost sanctum and
the immediate temple premises.

Dwivedi defended the move, saying
it was aimed at preserving the sanctity
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of temples in Uttarakhand.

Temple committee approves
Rs 121 crore for Char Dham yatra:
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During the same meeting, the commit-
tee approved the estimated budget for
the next financial year, keeping in view

preparations for the upcoming Char
Dham yatra. Of the total allocation of
Rs 121 crore for 2026-27, Rs 57.5 crore
was earmarked for Badrinath Dham
and Rs 63.6 crore for Kedarnath Dham.

In another decision, the board
approved the creation of a Teerth
Purohit Welfare Fund aimed at
improving the social and economic
security of temple priests associated
with the pilgrimage. Dwivedi said the
fund would support welfare measures
for teerth purohits, including financial
assistance and other benefits.

The portals of Kedarnath temple are
scheduled to open on April 22, while
Badrinath temple will open on April 23
for the 2026 pilgrimage season. The
portals of Gangotri and Yamunotri
shrines are set to open on April 19 on
the occasion of Akshaya Tritiya.
Committee officials said preparations
for the pilgrimage season were being
intensified in view of the growing num-
ber of devotees visiting the Himalayan
shrines every year.
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The Magic of Summer Travel: Why

M iscellaneous

This Season Inspires Wanderlust

Summer has always been synony-
mous with travel. As the days grow
longer and the sun shines brighter,
the desire to escape routine and
explore new places becomes irre-
sistible. For many people around the
world, summer travel is not just a
vacation—it is a tradition, an opportu-
nity to reconnect with nature, family,
and oneself.

One of the main reasons summer
travel is so popular is the weather. In
many regions, summer provides ideal
conditions for outdoor exploration.
Beaches sparkle under the sunlight,
mountains become accessible after
winter snow melts, and national parks
open their trails to visitors. Travelers
find themselves drawn to destinations
where they can hike, swim, camp, and
explore the beauty of nature.

Another reason summer travel is
special is the freedom it offers.
Schools are closed for vacation, work-
places often allow time off, and fami-
lies can plan extended trips together.

For children, summer holidays often
mean road trips, camping adventures,
and visits to relatives in distant towns.
These experiences create memories
that last a lifetime.

Summer travel also encourages
people to reconnect with nature. After
spending months indoors during cold-
er seasons, travelers are eager to
breathe fresh air and experience the
outdoors. From trekking in the moun-
tains to kayaking in rivers or relaxing
beside lakes, summer provides end-
less opportunities for adventure.

Traveling during summer also has
cultural benefits. Many destinations
host festivals, fairs, and cultural
events during this season. Travelers
can enjoy local traditions, food festi-
vals, music concerts, and art exhibi-
tions. These events provide insight
into local culture and traditions while
creating vibrant travel experiences.

However, summer travel requires
careful planning. Popular destinations
often become crowded, and accom-

modation prices can rise significantly.
Booking hotels and transport in
advance can help travelers avoid last-
minute stress and high costs.
Choosing less crowded destinations
can also make the experience more
enjoyable.

Sustainable travel is another
important aspect to consider. With
increasing tourism during summer,
many natural destinations face envi-
ronmental challenges.

Responsible travelers can help by
minimizing waste, respecting wildlife,
and supporting local businesses
rather than large chains.

Technology has also transformed
summer travel in recent years. Travel
apps help tourists find accommoda-
tions, discover hidden destinations,
and navigate unfamiliar cities. Social
media platforms inspire travel dreams
by showcasing beautiful locations and
travel experiences.

Summer travel also provides
opportunities for personal growth.
Exploring new cultures, tasting unfa-
miliar foods, and meeting people from
different backgrounds broaden per-
spectives. Travelers often return home
with a deeper appreciation for diversi-
ty and a renewed sense of curiosity.

For many people, summer travel is
not about luxury but about experi-
ences. Whether it is watching a sunset
on a beach, walking through a quiet
mountain trail, or enjoying street food
in a lively market, these moments cre-
ate lasting memories.

In the end, summer travel repre-
sents more than just a seasonal trend.
It reflects humanity’s natural desire to
explore the world.

As long as the sun shines bright
and the roads stretch toward new
horizons, summer will continue to
inspire people to pack their bags and
set out on unforgettable journeys.

Road Trips In SUMmer: the Joy
of Exploring the Open Road

Few travel experiences
capture the spirit of adven-
ture quite like a summer
road trip. The open road,
endless landscapes, and
freedom to stop wherever
curiosity leads create a
unique form of travel that
many people cherish.

Road trips have long
been associated with sum-
mer vacations. Families,
friends, and solo travelers
often choose road travel
because it offers flexibility
and spontaneity. Unlike
flights or trains, road trips
allow travelers to explore
hidden destinations and
scenic routes.

One of the greatest joys
of road travel is discovering
unexpected places. Small
towns, roadside cafes, sce-
nic viewpoints, and local
markets often become

because of longer daylight
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memorable highlights of
the journey. These discov-
eries create experiences
that cannot be planned in
advance.

Summer is particularly
suitable for road trips

way. ages conversations, laugh-
hours. Travelers have more Planning a road trip ter, and shared experiences.
time to drive, explore requires preparation. Families often create cher-
attractions, and enjoy sce- Travelers should ensure ished memories through
nic landscapes From their vehicles are in good songs, games, and story-

coastal highways to moun-
tain roads and countryside
routes, summer reveals the
beauty of nature along the

L BRI &= &8 @& & & |

condition, including check-
ing tires, brakes, and fuel
levels. Carrying emergency
supplies, maps, and first-
aid kits is also important
for safety.

Choosing the right route
can greatly enhance the
road trip experience.
Scenic routes with natural
attractions, national parks,
and cultural sites provide
opportunities for explo-
ration. Travelers often plan
their journeys around
famous highways or scenic
drives.

Food plays an impor-
tant role in road trips.
Stopping at roadside eater-
ies, trying local cuisine,
and enjoying picnics along
the journey add to the
experience. Local dishes
often reflect regional cul-
ture and traditions.

Road trips also
strengthen relationships.
Spending long hours

together in a car encour-

telling during the journey.

Photography enthusiasts
find road trips especially
rewarding. Changing land-
scapes provide countless
opportunities for capturing
stunning images. Sunsets
over open highways, moun-
tain vistas, and countryside
scenery make road travel
visually inspiring.

While road trips are
exciting, travelers should
also practice responsible
driving. Following traffic
rules, avoiding fatigue, and
respecting local communi-
ties ensure safe and enjoy-
able journeys. In the end,
summer road trips are
about freedom. They allow
travelers to move at their
own pace, explore unfamil-
iar places, and create unfor-
gettable memories along
the way. The journey itself
becomes as meaningful as
the destination.
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Destinations to Stay Cool

Summer brings sunshine and
warmth, but in many regions it
also brings intense heat. As tem-
peratures rise, travelers look for
destinations where they can
escape the scorching sun and
enjoy a refreshing climate.
Fortunately, the world offers
many cool and comfortable desti-
nations perfect for summer travel.

Hill stations are among the
most popular summer retreats.
Located at higher altitudes, these
destinations offer pleasant tem-
peratures and stunning views.
Travelers can enjoy fresh moun-
tain air, lush forests, and peaceful
landscapes. Activities such as
trekking, nature walks, and boat-
ing make hill stations ideal for
relaxation and adventure.

Mountain destinations provide
another excellent escape from
summer heat. Snow-capped
peaks, alpine meadows, and crys-
tal-clear lakes create breathtaking
scenery. Travelers often visit
these regions for hiking, camping,
and photography. The cooler tem-
peratures allow people to explore
nature without the discomfort of
extreme heat.

Coastal destinations also
attract summer travelers. While
beaches can be warm, sea breezes
provide natural cooling. Early
morning and evening walks along
the shore offer refreshing experi-
ences. Many coastal towns host
summer festivals, seafood fairs,
and water sports events that
attract tourists.

Another popular option is vis-
iting national parks and wildlife
reserves. These destinations offer
opportunities to explore forests,
observe wildlife, and enjoy natu-
ral beauty. Early morning safaris
and evening walks allow travelers
to experience nature in comfort-
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able temperatures.

For those who prefer interna-
tional travel, northern countries
often provide pleasant summer
climates. Travelers can enjoy long
daylight hours, scenic landscapes,
and cultural attractions. Many
cities host music festivals, art
events, and outdoor markets dur-
ing summer.

Lakeside destinations are also
perfect for cooling off during
summer. Lakes provide opportu-
nities for swimming, boating,
kayaking, and fishing.
Surrounding landscapes often
include forests and mountains,
creating peaceful environments
for relaxation.

Adventure travelers may prefer
destinations that offer outdoor
sports. Summer is ideal for activi-
ties such as paragliding, mountain
biking, rafting, and trekking.
These experiences allow travelers
to enjoy nature while staying
active.

When choosing a summer des-
tination, travelers should consid-
er weather conditions, accessibili-
ty, and available activities.
Researching local climate pat-
terns helps ensure a comfortable
travel experience.

Travelers should also pack
appropriately for summer trips.
Lightweight clothing, sunscreen,
hats, and hydration are essential.
Staying hydrated and avoiding
peak afternoon heat can make
travel more enjoyable.

Ultimately, the best summer
destination is one that offers both
comfort and memorable experi-
ences. Whether it is a peaceful hill
station, a scenic lake, or a lively
coastal town, summer travel
allows people to explore places
where they can relax, recharge,
and escape the heat.

Explore More While Spending Less

Traveling during summer does not always require a large budget.
With careful planning and smart choices, travelers can enjoy memo-
rable vacations without spending excessive amounts of money.

One of the best ways to save money during summer travel is to plan
in advance. Booking transportation and accommodation early often
results in lower prices. Many airlines, trains, and hotels offer discounts
for early reservations. Choosing budget-friendly destinations can also
reduce travel expenses. Instead of visiting expensive tourist hotspots,
travelers can explore lesser-known locations that offer similar attrac-
tions at lower costs. Small towns, rural areas, and emerging destina-
tions often provide affordable travel experiences.

Accommodation is one of the biggest travel expenses. Budget trav-
elers can consider alternatives such as hostels, guesthouses, homes-
tays, or vacation rentals. These options often provide comfortable stays
at lower prices compared to luxury hotels.

Transportation choices also affect travel budgets. Public transporta-
tion, shared taxis, and carpooling services can significantly reduce
travel costs. In some destinations, renting bicycles or walking allows
travelers to explore while saving money.

Food is another area where travelers can manage expenses. Instead
of dining exclusively at restaurants, travelers can explore local street
food markets or small eateries. These places often offer authentic cui-

sine at affordable prices.
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