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'World can't return to law of
jungle’: China blasts Iran
war, urges US to manage ties

BEIJING. (Agency)
China's top diplomat condemned on Sunday the war i
the Middle East and ged the United tates to iron
out its diferences with Beijing.

WangYi told a press conference in the Chinese capital 0U

that the warwhich was sparked by US and Israeli
strikes on Iran, "should never have happened.”

"A strong fist does not mean strong reagdre world
cannot return to the law of the jungle,” he told
reporters.Y made the comments during China's
annual political gathering, known as thewd
Sessions", which began this week.

The parallel meetings of China's parliament an
political consultative body are closely watched fo
signals as to Chinese leaders' geopoliticatsgy as
tensions with the Unitedt&es and regional rivals
persist and wars in the Middle East and Ukraine rage

"This year is indeed a big year for Sino-US relations,’
Wang said.Tes between China and the Unitedt8s
have been strained since US President DoFralchp
returned to th&Vhite House last yeafollowed by a
trade war that saw the two countries impose titdbr
tariffs on each other's products.Beijing has
previously blasted US and Israeli military actions|in

Iran, with which it has diplomatic and trade ties, and

condemned in particular the killing of tleeuntry's
supreméeader Aatollah AliKhamenei.

Wang told reporters on Sunday that China and th
United Sates must "make careful preparations,
create a suitable environment, manage existin
differences, and eliminate unnecessary interterén

He also maintained that China's relations with Mosco
which have been criticised Byestern countries as

sustaining the war in Ukraine, remained "steadfast
and unshakeable"."Amidst the turbulent and A 36-year-old man of great
complex international environment, China-Russia detemination has emepged as the

relations remain steadfast and unshakable," he said.

Explosion Hits US Embassy
In Oslo, Causes Minor
Damage, Thick Smoke

world. (Agency)
The U.S. embassy in Oslo was hit by a loud explosio
early on Sundaycausing minor damage but no

injuries, Norwegian police said.The blast was heard Majority. One major reason fo
from the embassy compound in western Oslo atthe wave was Balen joining th
around 1 a.m. (0000 GMT), and smoke was seenParty His meticulous sartorial

rising from the area, eyewitnesses said.

"There was a very thick layer of smoke on the street,

said Sebastiaifoerstad, 18, a high school student

who drove past the embassy at the time of the incidentand Dhruvadevi Shah, Balen is the

"There was some damage to the entrante¢tstad
told Reuters.Oslo police said the blast had occurred
the entry to the consular sectiowd police
technicians wearing white overalls were later see

working at the site.No further explosive devices had transferred to Kathmandu to serve a'instability with more than 30 e€nteredtheYouTuberap battleseries

been found in the area, police said.

"Investigations have been carried out at the scene with

the aid of dogs, drones and a helicoearching for
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Pak Driver Killed As Debris From Aerial

Interception Falls On Vehicle |
= _

n Dubai

indicates that certain regional states'
territory is being made available to the
adversaryboth overtly and covertlynd is
being utilized to launch aggression against
Iran."It added, "Retaliatory strikes against
these positions will persisthis policy is
active and enjoys full consensus between
the government and all branches of the
establishment."The conflict iWestAsia
has now brought into its fold several
countries of the Gulf region.

These developments come in the wake of
escalating tensions after a joint US-Israel
military strike on February 28 on Iranian
territory resulted in the death of its
Supremed_eader AyatollahAli Khamenei
andothersenioffigures,promptingafierce
responsefrom Tehran.Inresponse,lran
retaliatedby launchingballistic missiles
anddronesat US assetsaandallies across
the region, including Israel, Bahrain,
reported.Asconflict deepensn WestAsia ~mentioned that Hezbollah said it launchedare directly connectedto Iran's military ~ Kuwait, Qatar SaudiArabia, the United
and the Gulf, the IRNAlaimed on Sunday missiles at Haifa naval base and that iindustrialcomplex. Arab Emirates, and Jordan, further
citing the IRGC, that a refinery was hit in targeted Kiryat Shmona with rocketfire. Earlier IRNAsaid in a poston X on Saturday widening the conflict in West Asia and
Haifa.lt said in a post on X, "IRGCThe Citing IDF sources, the Jerusalem PostGholam-Hossein Mohseni-Ejei: heightening risks for civilians and
Haifa refinery was struck by reported that on Saturday night, the Israelintelligence from Iran's armel forces expatriateslike.

Balen Shah: A millennial in the
imalayan hot seat poised to steer Nepal

CANBERRA. (Agency)

In a post on X, the Dubai
media office shared that
thorities had confirmed a
minor incident on the facade
of a tower in Dubai Marina,
with no injuries reported.

.

n

o]

Dubai Media Office has confirmed that
debris from an aerial interception fell ontd
a vehicle in thé\l Barsha area, resulting in [
the death of a Pakistani driviera post on

X, it also shared that authorities hadKheibarshekan missiles.Al

Jazeera

confirmed a minor incident on the facade ofBreaking reported that air strikesdated :
a tower in Dubai Marina, with no injuries an oil storage facility inTehran. It also perthe sourcesthe oil resourcesttacked

Air Force had attacked significant oil
resourcesn theTehran egion d Iran. As

e

Explosive Devices Thrown Qutside
Lohran Mamdani's New York Home
During Anti-Muslim Protest

World. (Agency)

Police detained a man who threw whaficefrs said
were "ignited devices" near faght protesters
demonstrating at the residence of Néavk's mayor
Saturday AFP correspondents sawNYPD
Commissioner Jessicdisch said the devices
contained nuts, bolts and screws as well as a fuse --
but it was not yet clear if they were functional
improvised explosive devices, or hoax imgas.
MThere was no indication the incident was related to

ongoing hostilities in Iran, she added-rght

influencer Jake Lang was demonstrating aga

H

Balen was born in Kathmandu April

27, 1990—the year Nepal restored
democracy after the end of the
leader most young Nepalis looked upPanchayat system and absolute
to when politics appeared bleak tomonarchy.Although Balen did not
them.BalendraShah,popularly

known as Balen, is more or les
confirmed as the next Prime
Minister of the Himalayan
nation.The 2026 elecion for
Nepal’'s House of
Representatives triggered a way &=
that the Rastriya Swatantra Par

completing a full five-year
term.Growingup in this environment,
Balen witnessed frequent political
changesndpublic protestsjncluding
the Maoistinsuigencythat ultimately
led to the establishment of th
FederalDemocraticRepublic of
Nepa in 2008. Thes everts
shapedhepolitical consciousness
of many in his generation.Bale
earned a bachelardegree in civil
engineering from Himalayan
WhitehousdnternationalCollege

the

nst

n . A alleged "Islamification" and calling for an end to
(RSP) rode towards a two-third in Kathr_nandu,followeq by_a "public Muslim prayer" in NewYork in front of

mastefsin structuralengineering|  Gracie Mansion, the residence of mayor Zohran

from Visvesvarayaechnological|  Mamdani, who is Muslim. His protest drew around

University in Karnataka, India. He

A ar 1dic 20 people, police said, while counterprotest
gained recognition for building

numbered approximately 125rmAan wearing a dark
hooded sweatshirt and beigeg@mpants was hande
a device wrapped in tape and billowing smoke b
VN fellow activist. He dropped it near a line of polic
2 before vaulting a crash barriehe man also threw ¢
K" similar device near Lang's group of protesters.
I'Witnesses reported seeing flames and smoke as it
travelled through the air before it struck a barrier a
few feet from police dicers," Tisch told a briefing,
naming the suspectAmir Balat, 18.
"Mr Balat then...gets a second device from a man.
"Mr Balat lights the device and starts running with

style is now a trademark among
»"Nepals youth aad hs ongs ae m

witness the authoritarian Panchayat

pal era, he grew up during a period when/OW-cost housing following the
their lips.Born to Ram Narayan Shahine political forces that had fought to devastatingarthquakesf2015.

nar ! establish democracy had come to Bt from an early age, Balen was dray
youngest of four siblings. Higarents \jjewed as corrupt. Since 1990 Nepalto music.While in the ninth grade, h

athail from Mahottari district of 35 held several parliamentary and twavrote a song titled ‘Sadak balal
Madhesh province bordering India.  -gnstitutional elections.Yet. the (Street child). Released in 2012,
nHis father agovernmentvorker was  country has seen remarkable politicalduickly gained popularityin 2013, he

the Naradevi Ayurvedic Hospital. governments in this period, none Raw Barzandwon Seasm 2

it.

one or more potential perpetrators," the Oslo police
department said in a statement.The embassy did not
immediately respond to a request for comment

Australia could help protect Gulf states from

He then drops the device."Moments later and the
other man were detained by police, who were hea
deployed to the protest.

vily

outside of regular business hours.

"Without Human
Authorisation...": OpenAl
Robotic Head Quits Over US
Deal

world. (Agency)

The head of OpenAl's robotics team resigned Saturdayhave been attacked by Iran throug

citing the company's deal to deploy its artificial

intelligence models within the Pentagon's classified assistance".
Asked whether that meant assistance

network as the cause.

"This wasn't an easy call,” Caitlin Kalinowski wrote in
a post on X. "Al has an important role in national
security But surveillance ofAmericans without
judicial oversight and lethal autonomy without

human authorization are lines that deserved more

deliberation than they got."OpenAl confirmed

Kalinowski's departure in an email statement and

said it believes the agreement with the Defens
Department "creates a workable path for responsib
national security uses é&f while making clear our

red lines,
autonomous weapons.”

"We recognize that people have strong views about

these issues and we will continue to engage i
discussion with employees, government, civil

society and communities around the world," the

company said.TechCrunch previously reported
Kalinowski's resignation.

alinowski joined OpenAl in November 2024 as a
member of the company's technical stafrobotics

after leading development of augmented reality

glasses for Meta, according to her LinkedIn profile,

OpenAl struck its deal with the Pentagon in late
February following the breakdown of talks between

theTrump administration anéinthropic PBC, which

pressed for assurances that its technology wouldn'tfynctioning military or any remaining Republic'sunconditionalsurrenderas"a

be used for mass surveillance Avhericans or for

fully autonomous weapons. OpenAl hasn't said aboardAir Force One on Saturdayrump

whether its services for the Pentagon will replace th
work previously done byAnthropic. President

Dona|d'|'rump ordered all government departments leaders of Iran are killed and the IranianpOSSiblEdiViSionSWithin Iran'sleadership

to stop working withAnthropic, and the Pentagon
declared the company and its products a supply-cha
risk. Anthropic, in turn, has said it would challenge
the designation - which previously was reserved fo
entities of adversary nations such as China's Huaw
Technologies Co. - in court. Read Mokathropic at
Risk of Huawei-Like BanAfter Pentagon
PunishmentOpenAl Chief Executive fleér Sam
Altman said earlier this month that the quany's

Australia will consider a request by Gulf Khamenei and triggered a war in theacquiring nuclear weapons.lthas a

Speaking to national broadcasAé&C,

the United $ates and Israel launched stranded around the world.Australia

no domestic surveillance and no

'‘Anidiot'

"The bomb squad responded and...based o
preliminary examination and X-ray imaging, th
devices which were a bit smaller than a footb
appeared to be a jar wrapped in black tape

ny importantly with nuts, bolts and screws along with
hobby fuse that could be lifTisch added.
a'We don't yet know if they contained egetic
ny (explosive) material."The man, apparently
e counterdemonstrator opposed to Lang, shou
h "Allahu akbar" ("God is the greatest"), aFP
, correspondent at the scene heardémonstrator
opposed to Lang, teacher Mia Kurzes, told AFP
N she "showed up because we have to show that
8, has no place in our city
€f\We democratically elected a mayor who is Muslim
€ and that's Nework. We have diferent cultures, and
PN e have to celebrate those cultures."She added th
aNthink (Lang) is an idiot. | think he underestimates 1
power of the people."There were some B#esf
apparently between protesters ar
counterdemonstrators.frotester in Lang's grouy
used pepper spray against cowpetesters and wa
arrestedTisch said, adding that there were three ot
arrests for disorderly contact.

'No One Will Be Left To Say 'We Surrender™”
Trump Attacks Iran President

World.(Agency) neighboringcountriesthat were affected
U.S. President Donal@rump said he is not by lIran's actions,” Iranian President
interested in negotiating with Iran and Masoud Pezeshkian saidging them not
raised the possibility that the Iran warto join U.S.-Israeli attacks on Iran.He
would only end oncg&ehran no longer has a dismissedrump'sdemandor thelslamic

Iran attacks: Foreign Minister Penny Wong

SYDNEY. (Agency)

n a
e
all

a

supreme leader Ayatollah Ali necessary to preveniehran from

small mnilitary presencen the Middle -
East -- around 100 personnel, ma
stationed at thal Minhad base in the
UAE.Officials have said Canber
has no plans to take part in a
military action against Iran.But th
country has close military ties wit]
the United $tes.As of last month
around 70 Australian military
personnel are currently serving
American nuclear submarine
Canberra has said.Prime Minist
"correct"."We will work through that AnthonyAlbanese has said that thr
in accordance with the position | have drone and missile strikes gmting  Australian personnel had been
outlined, which is, we are not |srael as well as Gulf states like theP0oard a US submarine when it sank
participating in ofensive action United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and !f@nian ship onWednesdayrhe
against Iran, and we've made clear weQatarThe attacks have forced busyP€rsonnel were on the submarine
would not participate in any ground Gulf hubs including Dubai and Doha to paCJr:(SfS tralnlnlgg_ grrarage&n?nts und
troop deploymentinto Iran," she said. i i , @ multi-aecade aerence pa
Dok suspend flights, leaving passengerwith Britain and the United t&tes,

strikes on Iran last week that killed its backed the US-Israeli strikes asAlbanese said.

states for assistance against IraniaMiddle East.Iran respondedwith
drone and missile attacks, Foreign
Minister PennyVong said Sunday

a

Wong said "we've had man
ted

countries which are non-participant
this... we have been asked f¢
hate

protecting them from Iranian dron
and missile attacksWong said

at"l
he
as

er
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0]
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the area around the embassy compoun@, drone attack on Riyadh's diplomatic

eyewitnesses told Norwegian daily quarter the Saudi defenseministry said

VerdensGang. It was not immediately early on Sunday. No injuries were
reported.Pezeshkian's comments
caused a political stir in Iran,
prompting his dice to reiterate Iran's
military would respond firmly to
attacksfrom U.S.basesn theregion.
Hourslater, the presidentepeatedhis
statement v ocial media hut left out
the apology from his speech that had
angered hardliners, including the
powerfulRevolutionaryGuards.

The judiciary chief, Mohseni-Ejei, a
hardline member of the three-man

leadership in poweBpeaking to reporters dream,"” but said its temporary leaders
council had agreed to suspend attacks
esaid the air campaign could makeneaby dates urless strikes on Iran

negotiations a moot point if all potential originated from their territory. Amid

military is destroyed."At some point, | don't over Pezeshkian's remarks, Israeli Pri
think there will be anybody left maybe to Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, in {
say'Wesurrendet" Trumpsaid. televised address, said any members
!,RAN PRESIDENT'SAPOLOGY CAUSES Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corfg
. who laid down their arms would be council temporarily holding the
#rael and Iran tradednumerousattackson ~ unharmed.Ali Larijani, Iran's secretary of clear what caused the blast or who was ~powers of supreme leadesaid the
Saturday as the U.S.-Israeli war againsthe Supreme National Security Council,involved.TheU.S. State Departmentdid  territory of some regional countries was
Iranenterecasecondveek.Iran'spresident said on state television there was no rifthot immediately respond to a request folbeing used for attacks against Iran and
apologized to neighboring states for itsamong Iranian dicials over its handling of comment.Saudirabiahastold Tehrarthat  retaliatory strikes would continue.
attacks on U.S. facilities in those countriesthe warln Oslo, the U.S. embassy was hitcontinuediranianattackson the kingdom Hours after Pezeshkian's announcement, th

in

rush to reach a deal with the Defense Departmentin an attempt to cool anger across the Guly an explosion early on Sundagusing and its enegy sector could push Riyadh ~ Revolutionary Guards said their drones

looked "opportunistic and slopgyOpenAl also
publicly disagreed with the blacklistingMithropic.

minor damage but no injuries, Norwegianrespond in kind, four people familiar with struck a U.S. air combat center nédmu
police said. Smoke was seen rising fromhe matter told Reuters.Sauddabia foiled Dhabi, capital of the Unitetirab Emirates.

but stirred criticism from hardliners at
home. "I personally apologize to

-
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India Win ICC T20 World Cup, Crush New Zealand

by Ashis Sinha

Ahmedabad/New Delhi: The
India national cricket team
were crowned champions
of the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup after defeating the New
Zealand national  cricket
team by a commanding 96
runs in the final on Sunday.
Opting to bat first, India pro-
duced a spectacular batting
performance, piling up 255
for 5 in 20 overs, one of the
highest totals ever in a T20
World Cup final. The Indian
top order dominated the
Kiwi bowling attack with ag-
gressive stroke play and quick
partnerships.

Sanju Samson led the charge
with a brilliant 89 off 46 balls,
smashing multiple bounda-
ries and sixes to anchor the

just 23 deliveries to accelerate
the scoring rate. A late cameo
from Shivam Dube in the fi-
nal overs pushed India past
the 250-run mark.

Chasing a daunting target of
256, New Zealand struggled

innings. He received strong
support from  Abhishek
Sharma, who scored a flu-
ent half-century, while Ishan
Kishan added a rapid 54 off

to build momentum against
India’s disciplined bowling
attack. Although Tim Seifert
fought hard with a half-cen-
tury, the rest of the batting

line-up failed to keep pace
with the required run rate.
India’s bowlers maintained
tight control throughout the
innings, with Jasprit Bumrah
delivering a standout spell
and picking up key wick-
ets. Support from the spin
duo Axar Patel and Varun
Chakravarthy ensured that
the Black Caps never recov-
ered from early setbacks.

by 96 Runs in Dominant Final

New Zealand eventually fell
well short of the target, hand-
ing India a massive 96-run
victory and sealing the cov-
eted world title.

The  emphatic  triumph
sparked celebrations among
millions of cricket fans across
India, as the team once again
showcased its dominance in
the shortest format of inter-
national cricket.

‘Nishant Rise’ in Bihar Politics: CM Nitish’s

O

by Suresh Pd Nikhar

Patna: In a development that
could reshape Bihars political
landscape, Nishant Kumar, son
of Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
formally joined the Janata Dal
(United) (JD(U)) on Sunday,
marking his entry into active
politics.

Nishant took party member-
ship during a programme at the
JD(U) headquarters in Patna in
the presence of senior leaders
including Rajiv Ranjan Singh,
Vijay Kumar Chaudhary, Sanjay
Jha and Shravan Kumar. Nota-
bly, Nitish Kumar himself was
absent from the event, a move
that has sparked speculation in
political circles. Party insiders
say Nishant’s entry comes amid

Son Formally Joins JD(U)

L — - e e ]
growing discussions about Nit-
ish Kumar possibly moving to
the Rajya Sabha, which many
interpret as a sign of a gradual
leadership transition in the
state. Addressing party workers,
Nishant said he would begin his
journey as a grassroots worker.
“I will work under my fathers
guidance and take forward the
development work he has done
for Bihar over the past two dec-
ades,” he said, adding that he
respects his father’s personal de-
cisions regarding future political
roles.
Political observers view Nis-
hants entry as the first step in
grooming him for a larger role
in the Janata Dal (United), shift-
ing focus to the party’s next-
generation leadership.

Women Achievers Honoured on International
Women’s Day in Bokaro

Tl — B

Bokaro: \WWomen employees who have delivered outstand-
ing service across various government departments were
felicitated during a special programme organised to mark
International Women’s Day 2026 in Bokaro district.

The event was attended by senior district officials including
Ajay Nath Jha, Harvinder Singh and Shatabdi Majumdar,
who congratul ated the women employees for their dedica-
tion, hard work and valuable contribution to public service.
Among those honoured were Kanchan (District Data Man-
ager) and Sunita Lakhada (CHO, Chas) from the Health
Department; Mamta Kumari and Namita Kumari, both
teachersfrom the Education Department; and Pramila Devi
and Kalpana Devi, members of Self-Help Groups associ-
ated with the Social Security wing.

Other awardees included Twinkle (Account Clerk), Chan-
da Rani (CDPO) and Balika Kumari (Sevika) from the
Social Security Department; Varsha Rani (Clerk) from the
Agriculture Department; Charu Chandra (Operator) from
the Animal Husbandry Department; Ritu Kumari (Opera-
tor) from the Transport Department; and Asha Kiran Barla,
an international athletics player associated with the District
Sports Office. From the police department, Sushma Ku-
mari and Sunil Linda, both Station House Officers from
Chas, were also honoured for their exemplary service.
Speaking on the occasion, officials appreciated the dedica-
tion and commitment shown by women in various sectors
and acknowledged their growing role in strengthening gov-
ernance and advancing women’s empowerment in society.

Deputy Mayor, Vice-Chairman Poll on
March 17; DC Reviews Preparations

Bokaro: District Election Officer-cum-Deputy Commis-
sioner Ajay Nath Jha on Saturday reviewed preparations
for the swearing-in ceremony of newly elected Mayor
and Chairman and the indirect election of Deputy Mayor
and Vice-Chairman under the Municipal (General) Elec-
tions 2026. At a meeting with Returning Officers and other
officials, the DC directed that the process be conducted
smoothly, transparently and strictly as per the guidelines of
the Election Commission of India.

Officials said the District Magistrate-cum-Returning Of-
ficer will issue the meeting notice on March 9, while the
swearing-in and indirect elections will be held at 11 am
on March 17 at Chas Municipal Corporation and Phusro
Municipal Council.

Iran Destroys $300 Million US THAAD Radar in Jordan,
Missile Defense

Major Blow to American

Washington/Tehran/Am-
man: In a major escalation of
tensions in the Middle Fast,
Iran has reportedly destroyed a
key U.S. missile-defense radar
system in Jordan, dealing a sig-
nificant blow to Washington's
regional security architecture.
According to defence and me-
dia reports, the radar — val-
ued at around $300 million
and linked to the Terminal
High Altitude Area Defense
(THAAD) system — was sta-
tioned at Muwaffaq Salti Air
Base in Jordan. The system is
believed to have been severely
damaged during an Iranian
missile strike targeting Ameri-
can military assets in the re-
gion.

The destroyed equipment is
understood to be the AN/
TPY-2 X-band radar, a crucial
component of the THAAD
missile-defence network. The
radar plays a vital role in de-
tecting, tracking, and guiding
interceptors toward incoming
ballistic missiles, providing
early warning for U.S. and al-
lied forces.

Iran Destroys $300 Million US
THAAD Radar in Jordan, Ma-

"~
-

-

jor Blow to American Missile
Defense

Military analysts say the loss
of the radar could temporar-
ily weaken the effectiveness
of the US. missile-defence
shield across parts of the Mid-
dle East. The advanced radar is
designed to track threats from
thousands of kilometres away
and relay real-time targeting
data to interception systems.
The strike is being viewed as
one of the most significant
direct hits on U.S. missile-de-
fence infrastructure since the

current regional confronta-
tion intensified. The THAAD
network forms a key layer of
Washingtons strategic air-de-
fence system deployed across
several allied territories.
Jordan hosts several American
military facilities and plays
a strategic role in monitor-
ing missile and drone threats
across the region. The destruc-
tion of the radar highlights the
growing vulnerability of high-
value defence assets as missile
and drone warfare continues
to reshape modern conflicts.

Security experts warn that the
attack could further escalate
tensions between Iran and the
United States, while also rais-
ing fresh concerns over the
resilience of Western missile-
defence systems amid in-
creasingly sophisticated aerial
threats.

The development comes as the
Middle East faces heightened
military tensions, with multi-
ple countries reinforcing their
air-defence networks amid
fears of wider regional con-
frontation.

Iran War Drives Sharp Fuel Price Surge Across U.S., Petrol Hits
Highest Level of 2026

Washington: Petrol prices
across the United States have
jumped sharply following the
first joint military strikes on
Iran by the US. and Israel, an
operation the Donald Trump
administration has termed
“Operation Epic Fury”

Data from GasBuddy shows
the national average price of
regular gasoline climbed to
$3.434 per gallon on Satur-
day; up nearly 50 cents within
a week from $2.972. Prices
were $2.891 a month ago and
$3.087 a year earlier, shortly
after Trump returned to the
White House promising relief

from rising living costs.
Although still below the
pandemic-era peak of $5.034
per gallon recorded in June
2022, the latest spike marks
the highest national average
so far in 2026, reversing the
gradual decline that motorists
had been experiencing.
Energy analysts attribute the
surge largely to the conflict
involving Iran and the dis-
ruption of global oil flows
through the strategically criti-
cal Strait of Hormuz, a narrow
passage through which nearly
one-fifth of the worlds oil
supply moves.

The price jump has been felt
nationwide. Just days ago,
only eight US. states reported
petrol averages above $3 per
gallon; that figure has now
risen to 42 states, according to
GasBuddy data.

Several states witnessed steep
weekly increases, including
Indiana, Ohio, West Virginia,
Florida, Texas, Colorado,
Iowa, New Mexico, Mary-
land, and Oklahoma, with
rises ranging between 50 and
64 cents per gallon.

The most expensive fuel con-
tinues to be in California,
where prices average $5.048

per gallon, followed by Wash-
ington ($4.557) and Nevada
($4.119).

According to GasBuddy’s
head of petroleum analysis,
Patrick DeHaan, the spike is
already placing a heavy bur-
den on American households.
Consumers are currently
spending about $175 million
more per day on gasoline
than a week ago and roughly
$200 million more daily than
a month earlier. If the trend
continues, the additional cost
could exceed $1.5 billion over
the coming week, analysts es-
timate.

PM Modi Launches 333,500 Crore

Development Projects in Delhi
o=t - J :1—‘—-1. ¥ -

New Delhi: Prime Minister NarendraModi on Saturday in-
augurated and laid the foundation stone for a series of infra-
structure and development projects worth around 233,500
crore in the national capital, marking a major push to mod-
ernise Delhi’s urban infrastructure and connectivity.
Addressing a gathering at the event, the Prime Minister
said the projects aim to accelerate the capital’s growth and
improve the quality of life for its residents. The initiatives
span multiple sectors, including the expansion of the metro
network, modern housing complexes for government em-
ployees, and upgrades in public transport systems.
Highlighting the role of coordinated governance, Modi said
the“ double-engine government” formed in Delhi ayear ago
has begun delivering visible development results across the
city.

The Prime Minister also marked the occasion of Interna-
tional Women’s Day, praising the large participation of
women at the event and noting that India’s “Nari Shakti” is
advancing rapidly in fields ranging from politics and admin-
istration to science, sports, and social service.

Women Police Lead Anti-Crime Drive in
Bokaro on International Women’s Day

Bokaro: Marking International Women’s Day, women po-
lice personnel in Bokaro carried out a special anti-crime and
traffic checking drive across the city under the leadership of
Harvinder Singh.

The drive involved officers including Chas police station
in-charge Sushma Kumari, Sector-6 in-charge Sangeeta
Kumari, Chas Women Police Station in-charge Sunila Lin-
da, and city women police officer Meera Lakra, along with
other female personnel.

Vehicle checks were conducted at key points such as Naya
Mod Birsa Checkpost and Chas Checkpost, targeting viola-
tions like riding without helmets, seat belts and use of black
films. Violators were warned, while women riders follow-
ing safety rules were felicitated.

SP Harvinder Singh said the initiative aimed to highlight
that women are empowered and capable in every field, and
urged citizens to report crimes through the 112 helpline.

Baby Show Held in Gaya to Promote
Child Health Awareness

o

]~

i
by Prabhat Sinha

Gaya Ji: A grand Baby Show was organised on Sunday at
the Red Cross campus in Gaya to promote awareness about
children’s health, physical development and mental well-
being among parents.

The programme began with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.
Speaking on the occasion, Tanveer Usmani said the Baby
Show is organised every year during February and March to
encourage parentsto focus on the proper growth and health-
care of their children. He added that the Indian Red Cross
Society also provides several health services for children,
including vaccination.

Health experts, including pediatrician Dr. B.K. Karn, as-
sessed the physical and mental development of participat-
ing children based on various parameters.

Participants were divided into three age groups — 0-2
years, 2-5 years, and 5-10 years. Children securing the
first, second and third positions in each category will re-
ceive prizes, medals, mementos and certificates.

Dental specialists also conducted check-ups of children
during the event. On the occasion, Upendra Narayan Singh,
Dr. Trisha (Dentist) and Dr. Yogita Singh (Child Specialist)
shared insights on child healthcare and proper development.

Vedanta Pushes for 35% Women Representation,
Rolls Out #HerAtTheCore Initiative

Bokaro: In a strong push for
gender diversity in heavy in-
dustries, Vedanta Ltd. has an-
nounced an ambitious target
to raise women’s representa-
tion in its workforce to 35 per-
cent, unveiling the nationwide
#HerAtTheCore campaign on
the eve of International Wom-
ens Day. The initiative aims
to bring more women into

traditionally male-dominated
sectors such as mining, metals,
oil and gas, power, and tech-
nology—signalling a major
shift in India’s core industrial
landscape.

The campaign seeks to en-
courage women profession-
als to step into traditionally
male-dominated sectors such
as mining, metals, oil and gas,
power, and emerging tech-
nologies. Industry data shows
women make up only about 18
percent of India’s direct indus-
trial workforce, with partici-
pation dropping to around 6
percent in core sectors.

Currently, women account for
nearly 23 percent of Vedantas

employees, already higher
than the industry average. The
company now plans to push
this figure to 35 percent in the
coming years, while keeping a
long-term goal of achieving 50
percent gender representation.
Highlighting the importance
of inclusive growth, Priya
Agarwal Hebbar said Indias
development depends on tap-
ping the full potential of its
workforce. She noted that Ve-
danta is working to strengthen
institutional support, technol-
ogy-driven operations and

workplace systems that help
women build long-term ca-
reers in core industries.

The company is also investing
in automation, digital tools
and modern safety systems to
create workplaces where skills
and performance—not gen-
der—define opportunities.

In recent years, Vedanta has
introduced several steps to
increase womens presence
in operations. These include
all-women teams running
aluminium production units,
female engineers working
in underground mines, and
women professionals manag-

ing power plant and safety
operations.

Employee-friendly poli-
cies such as returnship
programmes  after mater-

nity breaks, flexible working
arrangements, spouse employ-
ment support in remote loca-
tions, and leadership training
initiatives are also part of the
company’s strategy to retain
and promote women talent.
Ravish Sharma, Deputy CEO
and Whole-Time Director of
ESL Steel Limited, said creat-
ing a workplace where wom-
en can grow and contribute
equally is key to building a
strong and future-ready or-
ganisation.

Through the #HerAtTheCore
campaign, Vedanta is invit-
ing women engineers, geolo-
gists, data scientists and other
professionals to explore career
opportunities across its opera-
tions, underlining the growing
role of women in shaping the
country’s industrial future.

CCL Celebrates Women’s Day with
‘Give to Gain’ Theme,

Honours

Achievers

Ranchi: Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) celebrated Inter-

national Women’s Day with a special programme themed
“Give to Gain” at Jawaharnagar Club in Ranchi, highlighting
the achievements and leadership of women employees.

The event was attended by members of the CCL family includ-
ing Rita Tiwari and Neeru Hanjura. The main programme
started with the lighting of the ceremonial lamp and Ganesh
Vandana. Bewa Oraon, WIPS CCL Coordinator and GM
(System), welcomed the gathering, while Kavita Gupta, GM
(HR), read out a message from the Union Minister of Coal
and Mines on Women’s Day. Suchandra Sinha, President and
GM (E&M), WIPS CCL, outlined future initiatives.

A short film titled “Hamari Binda” was screened, narrating
the inspiring journey of Binda Kumari, a CCL employee who
supported and educated her siblings after her father’s death
while serving the organisation with dedication.

Cultural performances added colour to the event, and 15
outstanding women employees of CCL were felicitated for
their achievements. The programme concluded with a vote of
thanks by Kavita Gupta.
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PM Modi Calls Om Birla An "Excellent
Speaker” Ahead 0f No-Confidence Motion Delhi L6 on March 11

The prime minister's comments came two days ahead of the Lok Sabha taking up a motion of no-

confidence moved by opposition parties against Birla.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday
described Om Birla as an outstanding
Member of Parliament and "excellent"
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, praising him for
functioning above party lines and carrying
everyone along while presiding over the
House.

The prime minister's comments came two days

ahead of the Lok Sabha taking up a motion of

no-confidence moved by opposition parties
against Birla."Om Birla ji is as outstanding a
Member of Parliament as he is an excellent
Speaker of the Lok Sabha. He is fully

}
§ oy A
' -

who has the nature of giving the utmost respect to

confidence motion moved by the opposition
against the Lok Sabha Speaker will be taken up
on March 9, when the House reassembles after
the recess.The budget session with the
President's address to the joint sitting of
Parliament, on January 28 and went on recess
on February 12.

In the first part of the session, the Lok Sabha

witnessed disruptions since February 2, after
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi was disallowed
by the chair from quoting from an article based
on excerpts of former Army chief M M
Naravane's "unpublished memoir", which has
references to the India-China conflict 0f2020.

Taranjit Singh Sandhu
likely to take charge as

New Delhi.(Agency)

Former diplomat Taranjit Singh Sandhu will likely take charge as the
lieutenant governor of Delhi on March 11, an official said on Saturday.
Earlier, President Droupadi Murmu appointed the former diplomat as
the Delhi LG, replacing VK Saxena, who has been in office for nearly
four years."LG VK Saxena will hand over the charge next week.

Sandhu is
likely to
take charge
0 n
Wednesday,
" an official
said.
Sandhu's
appointmen
t was part of

a major |

reshuffle of
gubernatori

al posts effected in several states and Union territories by the president

dedicated to the Constitution, and he maintains
complete allegiance to parliamentary procedures.

"Today, he is not a member of any one side; he is
completely above party lines when it comes to
ruling side and opposition,”" Modi said during his
virtual address at the foundation stone laying

ceremony of Kota airport.

The prime minister said that when he sees Birla in
the House, he feels that perhaps it is the influence
of coming from the city of education, Kota, that as
Lok Sabha Speaker, he stays in the role of taking
everyone along like a good head of the family."And
all our Honourable MPs present in the House, he
handles them very well; he greatly respects their
feelings and their requests. He is such a speaker

the Mps," he said.

Birla is a three-time MP from the Kota-Bundi seat
and is serving his second successive term as
Speaker of the Lok Sabha.

Modi said even when some arrogant, troublemaking
"students" from prominent families (bade gharana)
come in, who just won't give up their habit of
creating a ruckus, even then, he handles everyone
like the head ofthe House.

"He does not humiliate anyone; he tolerates
everyone's bitter words as well. And you must have
noticed, he smiles every time; a sweet smile always
remains on his face. Perhaps that is also a reason
why he is universally loved in the House," he said.

The debate and subsequently the voting on the no-

On February 4, Prime Minister Narendra Modi

could not reply to the debate on the Motion of
Thanks due to opposition protests. In an

unprecedented move, the Motion of Thanks was

passed on February 5 without the customary
speech by the prime minister. The speaker read out
the Motion of Thanks to the President for her
address, and it was passed by a voice vote amid

sloganeering by opposition members.

Birla said he received concrete information that
many Congress MPs could carry out an
"unexpected act" by reaching the spot where PM
Modi sits, and, therefore, he asked him not to come
to the House to deliver his address. Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra refuted this.

BJP central leadership needs to tread cautiously in selecting Bihar's new CM face

Kolkata. (Agency)

Amid fast-moving political
developments in Bihar following
Nitish Kumar's filing his nomination
for the Rajya Sabha, attention has
now turned to an imminent change of
leadership in the state.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
expected to announce its choice for
the Chief Minister within the next
week. If this happens, it would mark
the first time that the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government in Bihar would be led by
the BJP, with the Janata Dal (United)
moving to the second position within
the alliance, along with other

Dalits, backward classes lose out to SP’s
core voter constituencies in Uttar Pradesh

Sabha elections with PDA slogan.
Akhilesh Yadav went to the Lok Sabha
from Kannauj vacating his Karhal
assembly seat. He had the opportunity
to field a person from PDA category in
Karhal bypoll, but he fielded his
nephew Tej Pratap Yadav. SP’s PDA
narrative now stands exposed,” a BSP

Lucknow.(Agency)

When Samajwadi Party (SP) bagged 37 of
80 Lok Sabha seats in UP in 2024 polls by
playing out its PDA (Pichhda, Dalit and
Alpsankhyak) narrative, it was expected
that leaders from backward classes,
Dalits and Muslims would get wider
representation in the party structure.
However, the current organizational
structure reflects the dominance of SP’s
core M-Y (Muslim-Yadav) combination.

About 70% of the party’s 97 district and
metropolitan presidents belong to Yadav
and Muslim communities, raising
questions over the enforcement of the
PDA slogan within the party
organisation. Though the Yadav

population in the state is estimated to be “SP had achieved success in the 2024 Lok

partners.

A buzz in political circles

suggests that JD(U) may have
agreed to the transition
involving Nitish Kumar with
certain conditions. One of
these conditions could involve
having a say—at least in a
suggestive capacity—in the
selection of the BJP’s chief
ministerial face.If this turns out
to be the case, it would be the
first such development within
the NDA. Even after relinquishing
the Chief Minister’s post to the BJP,
Nitish Kumar, as the senior-most
leader of the NDA in Bihar, could

continue to exert influence over
governance, albeit indirectly.

Some JD(U) leaders have indicated
that Nitish Kumar will continue to
provide guidance to the new head of

leader said.

the government, even after
stepping down as Chief Minister,
in the larger interest of the NDA
government and the state.
Regardless of the exact
arrangement, the leadership
change is likely to prove a crucial
moment for the BJP’s political
future in Bihar. Historically, the
BJP has never enjoyed
independent political dominance
in the state’s top governance post
like the Chief Minister. However,
what appears to be a carefully
planned strategy has now opened the
possibility for the party to appoint a
Chief Minister from its own ranks.

late Thursday night.

Sandhu, a 1988-batch Indian Foreign Service officer, was one of the
most experienced Indian diplomats on United States affairs. He
served in the Indian Mission in Washington DC multiple times.The
swearing-in ceremony is expected to be attended by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta and other Delhi ministers.

Centre seeks explanation from West
Bengal over ‘protocol lapses’ during
President Murmu’s visit

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Centre has sought an explanation from the West Bengal government
over alleged violations of protocol during President Droupadi Murmu’s
visit to Siliguri. It has asked the state to submit a detailed report by 5 pm
on Sunday, according to multiple reports.In a letter to the West Bengal
Chief Secretary, the Union Home Secretary asked the state to clarify the
circumstances surrounding the alleged breach of the ‘Blue Book’
protocol rules, including arrangements related to the venue, security and
route during the President’s visit.

Whatis Blue Book protocol

The ‘Blue Book’ is a confidential document that lays down the security
and protocol guidelines for the President, Vice-President and Prime
Minister, as well as their families.

President Murmu was in state on Saturday and attended the 9th
International Santal Conference as the chief guest in Siliguri area of
Darjeeling district.

The event was initially planned to be held in Bidhannagar but was later
shifted to Goshaipur near Bagdogra airport over security and logistical
reasons.The reports further mention that the Centre has sought
clarification on several issues, including the absence of West Bengal
chief minister Mamata Banerjee, the chief secretary and the director
general of police during the President’s arrival in the state. As per
protocol, the chief minister or a state minister is usually present to receive
the President.

Will present next two budgets if top

regarding the budget,
Siddaramaiah said the
country’s total debt has
touched Rs 218 lakh crore
during the tenure of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

brass permits: CM Siddaramaiah

Mysuru .(Agency)

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on Saturday said the
state budget aims to boost the growth of the entire
state and provide equal opportunities to all sections
of society. Responding to criticism from the BJP

should be 25 per cent, while Karnataka’s debt stands
at 24.94 per cent, which is within permissible limit,
he said. He added that of the total nation debt, Rs
165 lakh crore was borrowed after Modi assumed
office, which comes to 55.6 per cent under the Act.
Responding to criticism by
BJP leader R Ashoka that
the budget benefits only a
particular section,
Siddaramaiah said the

|

8-9%, this core vote bank dominates the
SP’s organisation.

As many as 42 district president posts have
gone to Yadavs. Muslims come second
with 24 positions. Only seven people
from the general category have been
made district chiefs.

BJP spokesperson Rakesh Tripathi said

SP’s PDA model was a facade.
“Outside the family, they will not give
major responsibility to anyone. In the
organization too, they don’t look beyond
the M-Y equation,” he said.SP
spokesperson Udayveer Singh said
district presidents are chosen based on

“PM Modi has also taken loans. =
Development cannot take |
place without borrowing.
However, the debt taken by
the state is within the limits
specified under the Financial Responsibility Act,”
he told reporters at the helipad in Pillahalli village in

budget is focused on social
justice and aims at the
development of the entire
state while ensuring equal
opportunities for all
sections of society.He also

K
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said the state is facing increased financial pressure
because the Centre has not released grants that

people’s opinion.

Varuna taluk. According to the Act, the debt limit

should have been fairly allocated to Karnataka.

Cleared Class 10 but jobless? Bengal
offers Rs 1,500 monthly allowance

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Saturday said that yound job
seekers aged between 21 and

A0, with secondary education

(class 10, will receive Rs

1500 allowance every month

to help them move towards a

self-reliant future.

Kolkata. (Agency)

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Saturday said that young job seekers aged |
between 21 and 40, with secondary education
(class 10), will receive Rs 1,500 allowance
every month to help them move towards a
self-reliant future.

The TMC supremo made this announcement —
on the eve of International Women's Day on
March 8 — during her speech at the sit-in
against large-scale deletion of names of voters
by the Election Commission during Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

"In the case of Yuva Sathi, all those who are still
studying and are not beneficiaries of any
schemes other than scholarships will receive
the amount. We had earlier stated that the

| & & @& & &

money would be given on April 1. But since
tomorrow is International Women's Day, as a
gift, we have changed the payment date from
April 1 to today (March 7)," she said.
Claiming that her government has generated
employment opportunities to a great extent,

- D o

Banerjee said, "The unemployment rate in
Bengal has decreased by 40 per cent. We have
provided skill training to at least 40 lakh
people, out of which around 10 lakh are
already employed."

"This has also happened because we have
linked the websites of industrialists with those
who have received skill training through
Utkarsha Bangla. If migrant workers are
interested, they will also be given
opportunities. Recently, I heard that around
10,000 people are being trained in the jute
industry, and they will also be absorbed into
jobs," she added.

The CM said the state is giving Rs 10,000 to
farmers every month.

"Even those with just one cottah of land used to

receive Rs 4,000 earlier. Now we have also
announced Rs 4,000 for landless farmers," she
said.

Banerjee added that six economic corridors are
being constructed to connect the entire
state."Apart from that, two power plants of
1,600 megawatts (800 megawatts each) are
being built in Salboni. We are also number one
in IT. More people are employed here than in
Bengaluru. Around 200 new companies have
also come here.""Those who defame the state
should know that we are number one in small
and medium-scale industries. Around 1.5
crore people work in small-scale industries.
Units from across the country have come here.
In Bengal's leather hub in Bantala, at least 7.5
lakh people work there.



Editorial A

Lessons from raising a child with autism

Autism was never the enemy. Hopelessness was. And we chose not to surrender.

TheResearchers

Danger of playing

catch-up with
d Efe n ce 'l'eCh AS a doctor in uniform, | have worn the olive green féxbsorb what isuseful, discard whas not,add what is did. My wife saidsomethinghat changedhe:"He isn't
years,managedraumain high-pressurenvironments uniquely your own." That becameour model. We  being dificult. He is trying to communicate."

The American-Israeli attack on Iran nudged afid and made life-saving decisionsin seconds.On the absabed therapes, discarded blind hope, added That sentence humbled me. | emptied my ego, stoppec
winked, if not instigated, by Ira;’'other regiona battlefield, chaos demands clarity. Emotion is relentlesgarentalinvolvement,stoppedsearchingor  trying to control and started trying to understand.
adversaries has once again underscored fhat secondary to action. But nothing in my training preparechiracuous cures and began building structured, Jaipur: Discipline meets love
multiple obituaries of the post-1945 US-anchor me for a sentence from a specialist in a calm areVidence-basewutinesathome. In 2023, we moved to Jaipuwe applied discipline
f’g"g;gglt gg‘?ns'b]?(‘jsr‘zdpéew daélﬁ(i)r?;l %rrollgrhg composed tone: "or child has autism."There was n&Ve realised somethingpowerful: Therapistsgive one  differently For 90 straight days, we practised structured
regresseg tol t%e eagrlyu 20th cevr\lltury wh protocol, no triage drill, no combat manual. Just silencdaoutParentshapeheothel’z_& behavioural walks with our son and practised
outcomes are once again being measured in My wife's fingers tightened around mine; | remembEne day my son ran towards fiaf . _ ~ behaviouraltechniquesInterruptionslike viral fevers
squadrons and technological edges. staring at the wall — not because | was brave, @utaSundaymorningwhenhewasfive, wewerein Delhi  proved to be great setbacks — days when it felt like we

In this churn, the US has delineated a new baseflhe: Pecause | was breaking. Bruce Lee once said, "Do noéintonment, outside a temple. In seconds, he boltegre back to zero.But consistencystrengthenechis
its defence budget has almost crossed the trill pray for an easy life. Pray for the strength to enduretewards the main road. | caught him once; the seconebrking memory and significantly reducedimpulsive
dollar threshold, a sum lger than the next nin difficult one."That daystrength felt distantVe were in  time, | couldn'tA stranger stopped him just before theroad-running.! still rememberthat eveningwhen he
nations’combinedA significant portion of this ig denial — a phase | am not proud of. | could feel thigraffic line. Thatday, | stoppedbeinga passivefather walked 100 metres ahead and turned back responsibly —
being channelled into a new generation would be the fiercest battle and, that too, with amand becamehyperaware.Roadsbecamewar zones, | did not clap. | did not shout.I simply looked at the sky
capabilities, from the yet-unproven ‘Goldg invisible enemy United in and whispere@hank you.
[E)Ig?;c?rmircglfte%tillji::%ntelaﬁg;s S%fé‘éve?,rféd‘?gﬂ resolve, we decided to tackle We were never extraordinaiye were
e e e o W

Opposite this is the PeopeLiberationArmy of o T A atautism taughtme
?Z%ina. Since th&aiwan g;:it crisis of 199%-96 respond to his name, he tor§s Ilttaught me that: . .

paper into strips, avoided ey " - | Progress is microscopic before it
contact. My wife saw it, but | becomes visible.

Beijing maintained a sustained, double-di§i
increase in defence spending for two decade :
trajectory that moderated in 2016 to a still-stes refused to; | resistedAs a | Setbacks are not reversals — they are
7.6 percentannual rise in the decade since. father | hid behind denial — rehearsals.
From a defence expenditure roughly a sixth of because accepting autism fe Inclusion without trained
US’s in 2012, China compressed the gap like accepting defeat. Bu infrastructure isillusion.
roughly a third by 2024. In the Indo-Pacifi autism does not wait for you Sleep, structure and sensory
readiness. It arrives, stays ar regulation are not luxuries — they are
teaches. foundations.

Chinas defence spending is hegemonic: m
than thrice that of India, five times that of Jap -
Chinese Shend more on defonce than the nel] 22w Delhi: Where fear tumned BB Most importantly it taught me that
Indo-Pacific militaries combined, including Indig __intofire i leadership at home is harder than
Japan, South Koredustralia andTaiwan. It § We entered the world of earl{j == : leadership in uniform.
translates into the worlg’ lagest navy a intervention speech I8 ; In the armed forces, commands are
modernised air force operating stealth aircraft, occupational and behaviourg | 2! obeyed.
an integrated missile force predicated on po therapy Our real training ! - At home, love must persuade.
beganAlong with it came hefty fig. To every parent fighting quietly
bills. Finances felt like comba You are not weak because you are tired.
You are not failing because progress is
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projection far from its shores.For a nation
logistics, but quitting was not

India’s geostrategic heft, a peninsula jutting i
the Indian Ocean with a contested 15,000-km |
}(L%?té?&g][gdlsirt]hae ﬁg;ﬁgﬂgéﬁgg&ﬁ’gﬁg%gf an option. Autism does not . crowds became unpredictable terrain. | realised autissiow.
positioned in the crucible of the 21st cagta wait. Neural development is time-sensitiverly years s not just delayed speech. Sometimes, it is a child wia@ are warriors in civilian clothes.
defining great-power competition. are decisive. My wife took the bravest decision t@annot process danger fast enough. | learned to ag@pton is 17 now
Against this backdrop, Indig’own fiscal calculus specialise in autism spectrum disord&vhiat began as anticipate, flow around behaviours instead of collidipg loves structure and predictability
for national security demands a cold, hard a maternal anxiety became professional competence. SRggh them. He is not “less”. He is wired dérently.
The M M Joshi Committee flagged a chilling tre studied while raising our son and converted pain if4@mbai:When regression broke us again And | no longer ask, "Why us?"
in 2018: defence expenditure had slid fro purposeThat decision transformed our journey In 2018, we moved to Mumbalith relocation, we Because Bruce Lee was rightdiyfall seven times, stand
percent of GDf 2014-15t0 1.6 percer_]t by 201 Our son secured admission to a reputed school. On, Papebuilt our ecosystem from scratch — new therapist@l,p elghtAutlsm was never the enerh‘ly:pelessness was.
18. It has averaged 1.9-2.1_pel’cent since the a jt was inClUSion, but in praCtice, we discovered thatoutinesi sensory adaptationghen Covid struck. And we chose not to surrender
Fg?rszlgtzeg_tzp;lttet:}ne()f;tuadgn(:_?:logs.;timated defe inclusion without suffcient numbers of trained speCIaI Lockdown shattered routines and dismantled Structms journey Shaped my broader reflectidatism care in
, g educators, structured shadow support and measuraplggression followed. One evening, he ran out of th@dia must move beyond episodic therapy towards
accountability is fragileAwareness campaigns are nothouse towards a swing 150 metres awdaiyen not by ecosystem-based reforwtism is no longer rardhis
enough. Schools require autism-specific traininggefiance but by an unprocessed sensory need. Hisiota niche condition. Itis a public health and education
realistic teachestudent ratios and regulatory OVerSlght.speech couldn't C|ear|y exp|ain his need; his beha\/io%ﬁority.

spending at Rs 7.85 lakh cror&Vhile this

e

represents an ovd5 percent increase from t
last fiscal, as a percentage of Gibffovers around
2 percent, close to the average since 2@dithin

this constrained envelope, the twaddle r
deeperCapital outlays remain anaemic—Ilesst
30 percent of total defence spending, studkss
than 0.6 percent of GDfr the three services
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Tonnes of garbage: Scientific waste disposal needed in Punjab

These modest outlays are strangulatin e o ° . 5
modemisation the armed forces o desperdiely The upcoming Solid Waste Management Rules are meant to bring order to this chaos
require. — i i

= 3 doar-to-door collection, mixed wage
continuesto be transportecto dumping
grounds with little segregation or
treatment.

Regulatory presue is mounting. The
National GreenTribunal has repeatedly
pulled up the state for failing to manage
solid waste and untreated sewage,
imposing heavy environmental
compensation. Civic bodies are
reportedly paying around Rs 10 lakh daily
in penalties for non-compliance. It is a
reflection d the ®sts & administrative
inertia. Punjab now faces a critical test.
Bio-mining legacy dumps, enforcing
segregatiorat sourceand strengthening
municipal infrastructure must become

L, PUNJAB's garbage crisis is no longer merely an urk
|d nuisance; it has become an environmental haz
over the decadedVith stricter waste manageme
norms set to takefefct onApril 1, civic bodies across
the state are confronting a daunting reali
mountains of legacy waste, weak municipal capa
and the threat of regulatory penalties. Across
Punjabs 166 urban local bodies, nearly 41 la
metric tonnes of legacy waste still remain to
L~ cleared — a task unlikely to be completed befg
r April 2027. Years of unscientific dumping have 7
hacereatedsprawling garbagemountainsthat release ffa®
toxic leachate, contaminate groundwater and
d periodically catch fire. At the sametime, cities
generate thousands of tonnes of fresh munic
waste every daynuch of which still ends up mixeq
€ and poorly processed.The upcoming Sdlithste

Management Rules are meant to bring ordehi® urgent priorities. Without stronger

chaos.They require stricter segregation of waste ] ) planning,funding andaccountabilitythe

streams, mapping and remediation of dumpsites andN8W regime also exposes how ill-prepared manyewrulesrisk becominganothewell-intentionedreform
00 time-boundpush toward scientific processingYet the ~ Mmunicipalities remain. Even in districts that claim 100%uried under decades of accumulated neglect.

The IndianAir Force’s struggle to replace its agei
squadrons and expand its fighter fleet is h
hostage to this dynamithe production ramp-uf
of theTejas light combat aircraft remains painfu
sluggish, a source of public frustratiohe
advanced medium combat aircraft, howe
languishes in bureaucratic limbo.The nav
submarine and surface fleet expansion, frm
Project S5 to the P-18 class, face intermingble
headwinds. Projects 75-1 and 77 for conventio|
and nucleapowered submarines struggle
translate ambitious policy into steel in the wat
even as Chinese shipyards launch vessels at a
outstripping the US.The army requires advancg
surveillance, rugged communications a
specialised weaponryArtillery modernisation
remains a work in progress—delayed, scaje
down or proceeding in numbers too small to m:
decisive operational dérence.The quest fo
‘atmanirbharta’in defence is mired in system
inertia. The Defence Production & Expo
Promotion Policy 2020 ambitiously aimed for
turnover of ?1,75,000 crore and exports of 735,
crore by 2025vet.
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Op Epic Fury: The inmates are running the asylum

In Trump’s topsy-turvy Washington DC, there is a dense fog over the objectives of the attacks on Iran

was taken down in 201 but the country went through a basesn Kuwait, QatarandBahrain.They havealsohit
destructivecivil war andstill remainscleavedinto two  airports ports,hotelsandenepy infrastructuren eachof
antagonistiparts Armsflowing intoLibyahavealsofed the six Gulf CooperationCouncil (GCC) statesand
into Islamist groupsin the Sahel,leadingto violent announced the closure of thé&e®t of Hormuz to all
insugenciesin Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger.  shippingtraffic.In lashingout at its Arab neighbours,
Regime change hasonsequences.lsrael, though,Tehran appears to have reserved a special ire for tl
hasno suchmisgivings.Netanyahus quite clear UAE, despatching over a thousand missiles and drones
that his end goal is to get a friendly regime in placé&bu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjahand Fujairah.Effective air
in Tehran. “This is what | have aspired for 40 years,efencesystemshavekept damageo a minimum, but
hecrowed Don’'t missthisopportunitytotakeback  Tehran clearly hopes that its attacks will force the ruler
your country hetold the Iranians.And unlike the of Qatar UAE and SaudArabia to use their special
Americans who were looking for a quick exit, Israelrelationshipwith Trump and bring the war to an early
is quite preparedfor a campaignthat would last  halt.That tactic might backfire. Abu Dhabi has
severalveeksTheemepgingscriptsuggestthatwe  formidable defence capabilities but has so far chosen
are, onceagain, witnessing casef anaggressive act with restraint, as have the other Gulf natidiss is
tailwaggingabefuddlediog. not our way they have maintained, even as they haw

AMID the unprovoked and illegal attacks launcidhe Washington hadnt already forgotten its disastrous
United Sates and Israel on the Islamic Republic of Iraexperimentswith regime changein Libya, Irag and
on February 28, the rupee is falling, stock markets havdghanistann Iraq, SaddanHusseins allegednuclear
crashedpil priceshavesoaredandthereis alooming weaponsvereneverfoundbuthewasdefeateddeposed
shortage of LNG and LR@Glone of this is linked
with the fiscal strategiesof the Ministry of
Financeor monetarypolicies of the Reserve
Bankof India.And it comesin thewakeof the
chaos unleashedby US President Donald
Trump’s tariff tantrums and the turbulence
creatad by Russids invason of Ukraine.
Welcome to a brave new world where
geopolitics has become the new
macroeconomics.Iln  Trump’s topsy-turvy
WashingtonDC, thereis a densefog over the
objectivesof the attacks.Initially, the stated

focus was on Iran's nuclea programme. &
Omans Foreign Minister Badr Al Busaidi &8
mediatedseverakoundsof talksin Muscatthat
brought Iran and the US close to a final
agreement.But the guns were locked and
loaded,forcing the usuallylow-key Busaidito
make alesperate publiglea. Givediplomacy a
chancehesaid,becauséran hadfinally agreed
that it would not accumulateor stockpileany

and captured in 2003he power vacuum created by the

For the Iranians, who have been at the receiving erassertetheirrighttorespondo Iran’saggression.

of anunpopular andepressive rdge, itisn't a Over the last few years, the Gulf countries had worke
questionof simple binaries.Hating the theocratic assiduously to mend fences with Irdhey had actively
regime doesn’t mean embracitige USand Israel. opposed this wanot only for its potential to destabilise
The Central Intelligence Agency’s (CIA’s) theregionbutalso because a belligerent Israel had start
OperationAjax in 1953 to remove then Prime to appear as a lger strategic threat than a weakened Iran
Minister MohammadMossadeghand install the  But Iran’s actions over the last six days have endangere
Shah hastt’been fogotten. Bombing a school in their economic security and may even push some int
Minab andkilling over160schoolgirlsisn’'t going  joining the US-Israel coalition. It is a choice between the

enricheduranium.Thatdidn’t preventisraelandtheUS  dismantling of the Ba’ath Party gave birth to the Islami¢0 Win hearts and minds in Iran. Nor will reports that th devilandthedeepbluesea.

from launchinga volley of strikeson the morning of
February28 to assassinat@yatollahAli Khameneiand
severabtherseniornemberof thetheocratiaegimein  $2 9 trillion and a battered and bruised country

Iran. BecauseneitherPresidenfrumpnorisraeliPrime |n Afghanistan, theTaliban paid the price for hosting
Minister Benjamin Netanyahucould take Yes for an Osama bin Laden in the wake of thel9#ttacksThey

State and a host of other extremist grodpgAmericans

answerlt wasnt just the nuclear programme; it Waso  ere defeated and removed from power in 2001, only f¥ surprise. The reginteas survivedhe decapitatioof

Iran’s missilesand launchers,US Secretaryof State triumphantly return to Kabul in 202The Americans
Marco Rubio later clarified. No, the real problem was thgyffered over 25,000 casualties and spent $2.3 trillion i
regimeitself, Trump assertedRegimechange?Surely  the taxpayefunded fiasco. In Libya, Muammar Qaddafi

ended up with 37,000 casualties (dead or injured), a bill @gainstTehran.Having seenlraq and Syria next door,

CIA is planning to arm the Kurdish minority to ris€inally, sparea thoughtfor CanadiarPM Mark Carneys
spirited plea in Davos for a concert of middle powers tc
they would also realise that even a bad government éeunter Trump’s unilateral violations of international
better than having no governmentat all.Iran’s own law. The last week has shown Carnejong with the
response to the bombings appears to have caught the lé&dersof France,Germany Australia, UK and even
India, delicately tiptoeing around the debris of the rules
its top leaders by pivoting to a collective leadership andl@asedrder Becauseheinmatesin WashingtorDC are
more decentraked command-ad-control structure. runningthe asylum.And nobodywantsto messwith
They have managed to land some blows on US militatjppem.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellerswho do not owe any responsibility for any damage or lossto any person, apurchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of thiswork. All disputes are subject to the exclusive

jurisdiction of competent court and forumsin Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themsel ves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the‘ The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsiblefor any kind of |oss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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tmeiad cinermbats |7 () World Cup final: Will Ahmedabad turn

two for black marketing T20
World Cup final tickets

Nulllwimlies —— oilancer for Gautam Gambhir's critics

ar:(estetfj tw%individuals for iIIegaIll()j/ selling
tickets for the ICC Men'320 World Cup

2026 Final at inflated prices, ahead PARIS. (o)
Sunday's blockbuster clash between Indi
and New Zealand at the Narendra Modi
Stadium.Acting on a tip-df the Crime
Branch laid a trap near the Usmanpura

ggjﬁ revt\élrdeyasptggpségbgﬁj ti%%r\gr?:é? t\évi%h f the tournament, with a chance to becorbearing Gambhitstenure theaveragestrike

match tickets were recovered from the firstteam to defend their title and also liftrate of Indian battershasbeen158.09— =
them.The accused had bought the ticketsthe coveted trophy on home soil.All of this the highestamongfull-member nations.

online in advance and were selling them atNas happened under the coaching of the marhe head coach has not only carried
three times the original price, clyarg fans,  often portrayed as the ‘bad guyf Indian ~ forward the philosophy of aggressive
Rs 10,000 per tickesll tickets have been  cricket— Gautam GambhiiThe India head intent introduced during the captaincy

49 occasions, 15 of which have come in thelifferently, that’s fine as well. That’s the Sincehis returnto the format, Chakravarthy

e undisputed boss of Indian cricket is oncdast 20 months. During the same period, Indighilosophyof this team,” Suryakumarsaid  has beenthe leading wicket-taker among

again on the cusp of proving his naysayerfave crossed the 250-run mark five times anduringthepre-matctpressconferencehead  full-membemationsclaiminganimpressive

wrong, having guided his team to the final ofhavealsorecordedheirhighest-evetotalof  of the final. Gambhits influenceis evident 70 wickets in 36 innings at an average of

the 2026720 World Cup.The Men in Blue 297. not only in the tears’ batting prowess but 14.88. Following his successin T20Is,

will be playing their second successive finBuilding team’s new identity Chakravarthy was drafted into the
ODI set-up out of nowhere ahead of
the 2025 Champion&rophy, where
he went on to play a pivotal role in
India’s triumph.

Gambhir has also faced criticism for
consistently backing fast bowler

seized, and legal proceedings have beerf0achhas faced considerablecriticism in  Rohit Sharma, but has taken it seve —— i \ 1\ Harshit Rana. Howeverthe
initiated against both individuals. Police are recent times for the team’ poor notchesigher -1; ap '%1!"" ; ’,.-".-" youngster has gradually established
also investigating whether a wider netwark performances ifiest cricket and for some ofndia captain Suryakumal’adav spoke ; | y f ﬂﬂ himself in ODI cricket, claiming 26
is involved in the racket.The arrests come his team selections.All of this has happenedbout Gambhis influence on the teal A a & b wickets in just 14 matches. Rana

could prove particularly useful on the

afterAhmedabad Police Commissioner GS under the coaching of the man oftenahead of the final, highlighting how th
fast and bouncy pitches in South

Malik had warned on Saturday that black portrayed as the ‘bad gugf Indian cricket coach has removed the emphasis

marketeers would face strict action. — Gautam GambhiThe India head coach personal milestones and shifted the foc Africa during the 2027 ODWorld

Speaking to reporters ahead of the final,has faced considerable criticism in recengntirely to collective success.“The main Cup, especially as age begins to catch

Malik said the police had put elaborate times for the tears’ poor performances in thing is thatthey haveremovedthe ideaof  also in the backing he has given to players he up with Mohammed Shami.

security arrangements in place for the big Test cricket and for some of his teampersonal milestones from the team. No onédieves in. Scon after taking charge Another area where Gambhir has drawn

day"Tomorrow a historicT20 World Cup |  selections.Undehis leadership,India are  focuses on individual records. dta team GambhirbroughtVarunChakravarthypack  criticism is his apparent preference for all-
playing a fearsome brand of cricket in whichgame. Nothing is more important than theinto the T20I set-up,andthe wrist-spinner roundersoverspecialisiplayersAs aresult,
reaching250in T20Is almostfeelsroutine.  teams goal. If someone wants to hit a sik of respondedy rising to the numberonespot  players such as Rinku Singh and Kuldeep
Since the inception of T20 internationals, the first ball, he should do tha&nd if inthebowlingrankingswithin ayear Yadav have found themselves on the bench
India have posted scores of 200 or more o8omeone wants to approach the inninBacking PlayersThr ough Criticism moreoftenthanexpected.

f . Lakshya Sen vs Lin Chun-Yi, All
120 World Cup final: Ahmedabad weather e wors el

forecast, livestreaming details and more need to know

MELBOURNE. (Age

Lakshya Sen secured his spot inAlié&=ngland
Open 2026 men's singles final with a hard-
fought victory over Canada¥ictor Lai in
Birmingham.The Indian shuttler prevailed in
a tense three-game encountgnning 21-16,
18-21, 21-15 after 1 hour and 37 minutes of
play. This result marks Sen's second
appearance in the final of this prestigious
tournament, following his runneip finish in
2022.Sen demonstrated resilience throughout
the match, especially after dropping the
second game to Lai, who is currently ranked
world No.16. Sen's composure and tactical

final is going to be held here at the Narendra

Modi Sadium. For this, the police have 5 0 =
completed all preparationsWe are TZO World Clll) 2026 Final: India 1 j
e Ot ho P e e one s look to become the first team to =

according to On the issue of black 1 1
marketing, Malik was clear'lf any such retain the TZO World Clll) tltle as

activity comes to our attention, the police they face New Zealand n front of
will file a case. We also have clear .
instructions from higher authorities to take 100,000 fans at Narendra MOdl

immediate action against anyone involved o ¢
in black marketing,” he addedMalik also Stadlum n Ahmedabad on S“nday’

said that holding areas had been set up neagnth h 1
Gate 1 and Gate 2 to manage the crowds ar?g lth hlStOl’Y il the lme fOl‘ bOth

prevent any overcrowding or stampede-like sules.

situation near the stadium adjustments in the decider proved crucial as
entrance.Sunday's final is a landmark

; . ; New Delhi. (Agency) he clos:ed out the match to advance to
occasion for Indian, CTEket, SUYBKUTRL o arve at the CT20Vi0d Cup | Sundayes championship ound.
first team to win theT20 World Cup on as the world's top-ranke@20 side with for.IND vsNZ, T20WORLD CUPFINAL: innings.Interestingly Suryakumar Yadav The defining moment came in the third game,
home soil and also the first to successfully history in their sights,looking to become  AHMEDABAD WEATHERFORECAST  had indicated in Mumbai that India would where Sen broke away after a close mid-game
defend the title back-to-backit over the first team to retain the title. Over Clear skies and no rain will greet players ahave preferred to bat first, but dew changgas
100,000 fans expected to pack Narendra 100,(_)00 far_13 will pack the Naren_dr{i ModiNarendra Modi g&dium for tonight's ICC th_e equationentirely on SundayWhoeve(
Modi Stadium, demand for tickets has been Stadium in Ahmedabad, willing T20World Cup Final, though the heat will wins the toss may well opt to bowl, leavin
nothing short of overwhelming, creating Suryakumaryadav'smenhome.ButNew be a major talking pointAs per the opposition to deal with the fidult
fertile ground for touts looking to make/a Z€alandwill notreadthescript.Theirnine-  AccuweatherAhmedabad is forecast to hit conditions up front. It would be a shame

quick profit. wicket demolitionof previouslyunbeaten 39 degrees at 6 PM, with temperaturesuch a marquee final is ultimately decidg
South Africa in the semi-finals was a gradually cooling to the high 20s pastbefore a ball is bowled.IND vs NZ;20
a statement of intent, and FinAllen's midnight.Wind gustsofupto20km/hcould W ORL D CUP FINAL:
Suntner runles NZ funs record-breaking hundred showed exactlynfluence conditions during the powerplay LIVESTREAMING, TELECAST
b .I: '|'20 W Id c what this side is capable of on the bithe extreme heat iihmedabad on Saturday DETAILS
erore or u occasion.India have finals pedigree buieans dew is likely to be a significant facttmdia meets New Zealand in the final at t
. ' . painful memories at this venue. Newas the evening progresses, and that coularendra Modi &dium inAhmedabad at 7
flﬂ(ll: We e d bIT Zealand have thlegulngehr of gtlelzan} that hagake this a toss final. Chasing sidespm IST The match will be televised o
never won a global white-ball title. On typically benefit when dew makes it harderSports and streamed live on JioHotstar i : .
OU‘I'numbered here Sunday one of them gets what they camefor bowlers to grip the ball in the secondIndia. nisn:far\;e;l.eglsszcvar%irr;?t gl/agr?g%ecorll_sslsg(ra]p;

performance has set up a final against Lin

° ° . e

LONDON. (Agency) Chun-¥ of ChineseTaipei on March 8A

New Zealand captain Mitchell Santner issued I I O n r e CI I I I S: U ryq O victory would make him only the third Indian
a rallying cry to the Blackcaps supporters to win the All England Open in meg’
back home ahead of thi@0World Cup final singles—a feat last achieved by Pullela

° °
against India inAhmedabad on Sunday h O e II-O e II-o lI'h e O q O Gopichandin 2001.
Elgrnleszt%ailm%d t\g”\:\/ir??hgi?%?gt‘go \I/r\}gmthe I3 r I S CC S I n India’s history at thall England Open has seen
Cup title. Th gi the fifth 1CG white-ball . . ___only two mens$ singles champions: Prakash
up ttle. This Is the =l AHMEDABAD. (Agency) - - favourites but the mood in the camp isn'tpadykone in 1980 and Pullela Gopichand in
event final the Blackcaps have reached sinc : : ; . e JoU and p
Bn Friday the IMD issued a heat wave fo reflective of what's at stake and that's in a1 “Notable finalists include Prakash Nath

2015, failing to win a single oneiW the arts of Gujaratshmedabad didn't figure in good way Previous India teams have . .
crowd inside the Narendra Modi stadium (g]e list of Jplaces but it was scorcghing . allowed the pointy end of ICC events to in 1947 and Saina Nehwal in 2015, though

expected to be one-sided, Santner decided t& i ffect th hi | goth fell short in the final hurdle.a’
y afternoon. Some of the weat affect them.This team welcomes pressur
send a message to the fans back home o< revealed it was close to 37+c. If yd

Sunday Taking to X, the New Zealand \jore gutside, you could have even see

mirage. But none of that stopped fans a
vendors from occupying the main gate ¢

home and gives it a cup of ¢e¢. challenge, sealing the contest and earning

SuryakumarYadaV said as much in the another shot at the title.The 2026 Camp@ni
pre-match press conferendéat kind of ~ particularly significant as India has waited 25
change in ethos was brought about byyears for another men's singles winner at this
the new MoteraThe vendors, as is custorn, Rohit Sharma when he was given the go-event. Sen's run to the final has rekindled
before an Indian game, were selling repli . , . : ahead to imprint his philosophyledtoa  hopes of ending that long drought.

jerseysAnd fans, also as is custom in these sea-change in fortunes as India won baokens journey to the final highlights his growth
parts, were milling about, hoping to score &lash. But Suryakumaradav & Co took to-back white-ball ICC crowns for the i i reui i i
Jarts, we J ' : ; ) ¢ ! ol > on the international circuit, adding to his
ticket as if by magic. There was some dange¢are of business thanks to three highlyirst time in their historyvatching the gio1s"a one of India's top badminton talents
that the city — hosting its second globalimpressive batting performances in as manyeam's final training session on Saturdayp o i twoAll Enaland finals is a rare
final in two-and-a-half years — would have must-win clashes. It's why they startnight, it was evident that they would be - 9 . ?d. o

to make do without India in the summit Sunday's final against New Zealand asreating this as just another game. achievementfor any Indian shuttler

[
[20 World Cup Final: Can New Zealan
[
skipper said that the team will be
outnumbered inAhmedabad in terms of [
support, but he was confident that the fans
would have their back during the game."KIA -

ORA AOTEAROA BLACKCAPS captain
Mitch Santner here. Sorry to disturb you on a

Sunday Now, I'm not really one for big T20 W . ' . . . _ .
: J . orld Cup Final: For years, New Bull and, most recently the Final Boss  cricketandhopetowin. little things well and put in a strong team
speeches or rallying cries. But | did want to P ye personas, he quickly struck a chord with thestead, what we got was the first sign of a hedterformanceyou know, put usin a pretty
remind you all about our 1CC20 World Zealand won hearts for their efforts on  fans.JohnCenaalso pulled off a shocker  turn that you would see inWWE superstar  good position to hopefully lift the trophut
Cup Final against India inhmedabad on the field, portrayed as the good quys in when he went heel during his retirement  An answer that made heads turn and, if you'rgeah, one might break a few hearts to lift the

Monday morning (2.30am NZT)." - run, which captured the imagination of the trophyfor once,”saidSantner

"It's fair to say we're a bit outnumbered over cricket. On March 8, they have the fans. Now you may be wondering, what' Now, this doesn't mean New Zealand will
here — 1.4 billion team India fans and all that. hance to break Indian hearts and win the point of this in a cricket articlé®ell, go for some underhand tactics, like we
And I'm pretty sure most of the 130,000 seat — _ - for years, New Zealand was alwa see iNWWE. They will play their brand
Narendra Modi gdium will be cheering for  their first T20 World Cup title. Will the ccl)nsiderehd to be the g%od guhys of crick of cricket that is dferent from their
them too. But thas all good — because we ol Playing the game in the right spirit a usual one.
know back home you'll have our backs," B!u(k(ups capitalise and pull off the winning hearts with their spirited® So, can they finally end their wait for an
said SantneBy the time the final starts in biggest heel turn? performances, it was rare to find t ICC trophy after almost 26 years? Can
Ahmedabad, it will be 2:30 am on Monday Blackcaps in the bad books o they really silence the ‘crowd in
back in New Zealand. Santner said that he _ anyone.Howevetthis has never translate Ahmedabad, which will be one-
understands that it will be tough for the fans New Delhi. (Agency) into silverware. Since 2015, the Blackcaj sided?Whenever you take the case of

but told them to get around the team onéf you're a fan o'WWE, you're likely familiar have made it to four white-ball finals in 1C( New Zealand, they have always had
more time.The New Zealand skipper also Wwith the concept of a heel turn. If you're not,events and have failed to win even one. destructive batters at the togou had
said that the fans could tell their bosses andin simple terms, it is when a good guo, when a journalist asked Mitchell Santner if _ _ the likes of Brendon McCullum, Martin
teachers to excuse them for being late thebecomes a bad person. Over the years, vthe Blackcaps were looking to be the badan Indian cricket team fan, gave yougyptilland JesseyRler, who were known for
next day for work and school by telling his have seen many such changése Rock, guys on Sunday iAhmedabad and silence flashbacks of the Pat Cummins presser on thgying aggressive starts.But then, there was
name.”Although you're not with us —we see before he became the famous superstar thetie crowd, you sort of expected the usuaeve of the ODWorld Cup finalin 2023. always a bit of finesse that would temper that
the photos, the posts, we hear the stories, and€ is these days, was a happy-go-luckyanswer from the New Zealand skipp@u “It’ s obviouslya challenge Everyoneknows  aggressionThe likes of $&phen Fleming
we know about the late nights & early starts. wrestler who wasn't appreciatedby the expected the media-trained response whenge’re probably not the favourite, but we and Devon Conway brought a sense of calm
We feel your aroha. crowdatall. ButoncehetookuptheBrahma he will say that they will look to play good dont mind, we know we can if we do our to proceedings.
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Fuce Tuttoo, Fans=+%
Call It "True Love’

celebrity couples in showbiz. Fondly called ‘TejRan’ by fans, the
duo has been going strong since they first met and fell in love on

Bigg Boss 15.Now, the Kitani Mohabbat Hai actor has set major
boyfriend goals by getting inked for his ladylove. What makes it
even more special is that Karan got a massive portrait of Tejasswi
tattooed on his chest.

Karan Kundrra Gets Tejasswi Prakash’s Face Tattooed On
Chest

In a video doing the rounds online, Karan Kundrra was seen
showing off his tattoo at a Ramadan celebration in Mumbai.
Dressed in a purple kurta, which he left slightly unbuttoned,
the actor ensured the paparazzi got a clear look at the ink.
His shy smile spoke volumes about his love, and fans have
since been praising his grand gesture across social media.

There’s a twist. Karan has not clarified whether the tattoo is
temporary or permanent. But that hasn’t stopped fans
from gushing over his new tattoo. They poured into the
comment section with love and admiration. One fans
wrote, “Ye dono ek dusre se bahut pyar karte hai bs bich
main koi rista na aa jaye." Another fan wrote, “Bhai Isse
kehte hai true love."One fan wrote, “Wowwww lucky girl
tezu." Another comment reads, “Dream husband material.

Karan Kundrra-Tejasswi Prakash’s Love Story From
Bigg Boss 15

Karan and Tejasswi first met during their stint on Bigg Boss
15, where she eventually became the winner. What began
as a friendship inside the house soon turned into love, with
Karan confessing his feelings on national television. After
the show, they made their relationship official and have
remained inseparable since.The couple has often been
spotted together at events, holidays and red carpets, while
also collaborating professionally. Karan frequently
supported Tejasswi during her Naagin 6 shoot, and the two %
appeared together in music videos like Rula Deti Hai and
Baarish Aayi Hai.

Karan On Meeting Tejasswi’s Parents For The First
Time

Earlier in 2025, during an appearance on Bharti Singh’s
podcast, Karan Kundrra opened up about meeting
Tejasswi Prakash’s parents for the first time.Recalling the
moment, he shared, “I sat with her parents for 30 minutes,
after which her mom said, ‘You can take my daughter with

younow.’

I : aran Kundrra and Tejasswi Prakash are among the most adored

fitness and career by posting a motivational video on
Instagram. The 50-year-old shared clips of herself
working out, flaunting her toned abs, swimming, and
maintaining a lean figure, with the text overlay: “No
excuse, just result."She captioned the post: “Thank you
God!!! #3years I love you guys!!! #duggadugga,"
marking three years since :
surviving a heart attack.
Sushmita, who won Femina Miss
India at 18 and represented India
at Miss Universe 1994, has never
shied away from sharing %
personal struggles. After 3 years &
of her attack, she is now focused
on her health. Speaking in an old
interview with NDTV about her
heart attack in 2023, she said it
“was meant to happen" and
acknowledged that fitness
cannot always prevent genetic
conditions. “Both my parents
have heart issues. That I survived
and healed quickly is a huge
blessing," she added.
3 Years After Sushmita Sen’s
. HeartAttack Surgery
Sushmita explained that her fitness journey after the heart
attack has been gradual. Starting with warm-ups,
stretches, and light floor exercises, she has now
incorporated weight training. She avoids running but is
allowed to pace walk, ensuring all movements are
dynamic. “You must listen to your body and what it
allows on a given day," she emphasized.

: ; ushmita Sen celebrated a major milestone in her

Off Track
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Sushmita Sen

Marks 3 Years After Heart Attack With Powerful

Fitness Video: ‘No Excuse, Just Result’

On the work front, Sushmita was last seen in Aarya 3,
nominated for the International Emmy Awards for Best
Drama Series. She filmed intense action scenes just a
month after her heart attack and described the experience
as “cathartic" and a “whole new beginning" both
personally and professionally.

Proud Mother and Fitness Inspiration

Sushmita is a mother to two adopted daughters, Renee and
Alisah.

She recently shared a core workout session with Alisah,
calling her “my inspired gang" and inviting fans to join
them in staying fit.Through her dedication to fitness,
resilience in the face of health challenges, and ongoing
professional success, Sushmita Sen continues to inspire
fans, proving that determination and discipline lead to
real results.
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Jaya Bachchan Breaks Silence On Her
Paparazzi Clashes Affecting Agastya

Nanda: ‘No Power Ol}_flarth’

A6

eteran actor and Rajya Sabha MP Jaya
Bachchan often grabs headlines for her sharp

exchanges with the paparazzi, with several
such videos going viral over the years. Recently, she
sparked fresh debate after commenting on
photographers’ behaviour and attire. Amid the
chatter, some industry insiders speculated that her
frequent clashes with the media could be impacting
her grandson Agastya Nanda and the reception of his
films.However, Jaya firmly dismissed the claim as
she believes her equation with paparazzi would not
affect her grandson’s career. She even recalled how
Amitabh Bachchan was banned for 15 years.

Is Jaya Bacchan’s Strained Relation With

PaparazziAffecting Agastya Nanda’s Career?

Agastya’s streaming debut The Archies and his

theatrical release Ikkis failed to live up to
expectations. This has led to speculation that Jaya’s
strained relationship with the media might be
impacting his early career.

In an interview with Variety India dismissed the

theories and said that no external force can alter his
fate. “No power on earth can change my grandson’s
destiny. If Agastya is destined to be a star, nothing
can change it. Agastya will have his own equation
with the press. It has nothing to do with me," she
said.

Jaya Bachchan Recalls When Amitabh Bachchan

Was Banned by the Press for Over a Decade

Jaya Bachchan also cited her husband, Amitabh

Bachchan, as an example. “At the peak of his
stardom, Amitji was banned by the press for nearly
15 years. Did that impact his career?" she
questioned.She added, “Agastya will have his own
relationship with the press. It has nothing to do with
me."

Jaya Bachchan Says ‘Agastyais special’
Earlier, in an interview with Bollywood Hungama,

grandmother Jaya lauded Agastya for his dedication
and individuality. “Luckily, Agastya is a fast learner.
Neither of his parents are actors, so he’s leaning on
his grandparents and his Maamu (uncle) for
guidance. You know me, I wouldn’t praise anyone,
least of all my own children or grandchildren. But
Agastya is special. That child is determined to forge
his own path, just like I once did. Like me, he won’t
follow the herd," Jaya said.

Bhumi Pednekkar On ‘Hyper
Masculine’ Films: I'm Not The
Audience For Them’

humi Pednekkar’s film choices have often

stood out for being bold and meaningful, and

her recent project Daldal is yet another
example of that. While she continues to receive
praise for her performance, the actor also recently
chose to speak about something significant.

In an interview shared by The Indian Express, Bhumi
spoke soon after the release of the O Womaniya!
report by Amazon Prime Video India. The report
highlights the hits and misses of female
representation in Indian entertainment in 2024.
Reflecting on the findings, she pointed out that
scripts offering dignified and well written roles for
women seem to have reduced over time.

Bhumi Pednekkar Thinks Men Are ‘Naturally
Prioritised’

According to the report, female representation behind

the camera saw a noticeable dip. Women held only
13 percent of head of department roles across key
areas such as direction, cinematography, editing,
writing, and production design, which is a drop from
the 15 percentrecorded in the previous report.

advertisement

Reflecting on this, Bhumi shared that she has been
working in the industry for over a decade and has
noticed a sharp decline in scripts that offer women
substantial and dignified roles. She explained that
when overall opportunities begin to shrink, it
naturally impacts representation across the board,
which could also be one of the reasons fewer women
are seen in technical positions today. She added,
“Because within a conditioned hierarchy, men are
naturally prioritised which is wrong."

Bhumi also looked back at her own journey and

revealed that in her entire career, she has worked on a
women-led set only once. In the last three years, she
has done two to three films directed by women, even
though she consciously seeks out and continues to
chase such opportunities.

Films Are Largely ‘Hyper Masculine’

Bhumi made it clear that for her, choosing a project is
not just about gender but about aligning sensibilities
and creative understanding. She shared that while
what truly matters is what a person brings to the
table, she does enjoy working with women because
of the shared experiences and emotional awareness
they often bring.
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New Delhi, Agency: President
Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday extended
greetings to "nari shakti" on the occasion
of International Women's Day, celebrat-
ed worldwide on March 8 every year.

President Droupadi Murmu extend-
ed greetings on the occasion and
described women as the "pillars of a pro-
gressive nation".

In a post on X, she wrote, "Warm
greetings to all on International
Women's Day! Educated and empow-
ered women are the pillars of a progres-
sive nation. As Nari Shakti continues to
excel across diverse fields and lead with
courage, it strengthens the foundations
of a more inclusive and prosperous soci-
ety."

She added, "On this occasion, let us

Government to hire
1,000 professionals
to help exporters

NEW DELHI, Agency: Government is
planning to hire 1,000 young professionals to
engage with businesses and exporters across
the country to push greater utilisation of ben-
efits under FTAs and help India diversify its
product basket and export markets.While
recently implemented agreements such as
those with Australia and UAE have seen high
utilisation of preferences, those with Asean,
Japan and South Korea have recorded rela-
tively low use, which govt has argued is part-
ly due to poorly drafted agreements.With
businesses in India focusing more on grow-
ing domestic market, the government wants

an additional push for goods moving out of

the country using lower duties under FTAs so
that manufacturing gets a boost.

reaffirm our collective commitment to
building a society where every woman
has equal opportunities to grow and live
with dignity, safety and freedom.

PMO seeks third-party audits
for road, rail projects

I lrr_._l_'.: oA

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Amid the increased pace of con-
struction and the laying of new
road and rail corridors, the
PMO has directed road trans-
port and railway ministries to
introduce independent third-

National

Plllarsof progressivenation': President Murmu, PM
Modi hail 'nari shakti' onInternational Women'sDay;

Together, let us create an environment
where the aspirations and achievements
of women shape a more equitable
future."
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PM Modi also acknowledged the role
of women in shaping the nation and

lauded their "determination" and
"unmatched zeal".
Taking to X, he wrote, "On

International Women's Day, I extend my
greetings to all our Nari Shakti. Across
every field, women are shaping India's
progress with determination, creativity
and unmatched zeal. Their achieve-
ments inspire our nation and strengthen
our collective resolve to build a Viksit
Bharat."

He added, "Empowerment of women
is at the core of our various schemes and
initiatives. We remain committed to cre-
ating opportunities that enable every
woman to realise her full potential and
contribute to India's journey of develop-
ment."

'T'm very sad': P
govt allotting

President Dr

Murmu on

e
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Bengal

event she was supp
attend.

NEW DELHI, Agency:

Saturday
expressed strong displeas-
ure after TMC-ruled West
government
changed the venue of an

How Army trailblazers inspired

generations of women officers:

CHANDIGARH: On June 17, 1997,
Ravinder Jit Randhawa's life lay shattered
- her husband, Major Sukhwinder Jeet
Singh Randhawa (Kirti Chakra, posthu-
mous), had sacrificed his life fighting ter-
rorists in Kashmir. Barely 15 months later,
she graduated from Officers Training
Academy, Chennai, as a lieutenant, wear-
ing the same olive green as her husband.

Lt Col Randhawa (retd) turned out to
be India's first Veer Nari (war widow) to
become an officer. She served 24 years and
continues to inspire women to join the
military.

On the eve of Int'l Women's Day, Media
spoke with her and another trailblazer,
Major Priya Jhingan (retd), who has the
pride of being Lady Cadet oo1. The two
rewrote history in the armed forces. Their
journeys broke barriers and helped open
doors for women across entry streams in
the Army.

A promise kept

Lt Col Randhawa's decision to join the
Army after a deeply personal loss broke
institutional barriers, with the Army relax-
ing age and marital status restrictions:
"After a loss like ours, the ground beneath
your feet disappears. Becoming a commis-
sioned officer gave me purpose.”

resident Murmu objects to Mamata
smaller venue for Santhal event:

oupadi

osed to

came here I found the field

party audits to ensure high-
quality work.

They have also been asked to
eliminate delays in project exe-
cution.

Media has learnt that PM
Narendra Modi has also asked
the road transport ministry to
study Golden Quadrilateral-era
construction practices, taking
note of why there were very few
quality-related complaints dur-
ing the execution of country's
first flagship highway develop-
ment programme.

PMO has also suggested that
the ministry study the practice
of third-party independent
audits in Indonesia, which has
institutionalised the mecha-

accountability in large infra-
structure projects. Last year,
Malaysia too introduced "exter-
nal audits" for the purpose.

Both ministries have been
directed to take measures for
faster movement of trains and
vehicles on their corridors, con-
sidering the high investment
being made in these sectors.

As per the directives, road
ministry will identify con-
straints and gaps that result in
average speed of freight trucks
on high-speed corridors being

desired speed of 70 kmph and
address them.

Similarly, railways will set
phased targets for increasing
train speed on corridors from
110 kmph to 130 kmph and fur-
ther to 160 kmph and above
200 kmph.Officials involved in
highway projects admitted the
need to focus on quality issues
considering that the next phase
of highway development will
have more expressways and
economic corridors for faster
movement of freight and pas-

The President said
authorities told her the
planned venue was changed
as it was congested.

Addressing the
International Santhal
Council, President Murmu
said: "Someone doesn't want
Santhal to get united, to
progress, to get
educated...someone doesn't
want Santhal to become
strong. However, I know
Santhals have scarifised their
lives for the nation."

Later, the President went
to the venue where the meet-
ing was originally supposed
to happen and highlighted
the contradiction in authori-
ties' claim, saying: "When I

was big enough to accommo-
date 5 lakh people.”

The President said she
was very sad about the last
minute change in the venue
and also pointed out how
chief minister Mamata
Banerjee chose not to meet
her, which is against the set
norm.

Murmu on Saturday said
the contributions of the
Santals to the country's
freedom struggle have not
received due recognition,
and asserted that the names
of several legends belonging
to the community were "not
deliberately included in his-
tory".

nism to improve quality and

around 50 kmph as against the

sengers.

Doctors warn against frequent He handles unruly MPs from big families well' Government may scrap NOC for
inter-state vehicle transfers

use of morning-after pills

NEW DELHI, Agency:
There may be troubling news for
women who rely heavily on
morning-after pills to avoid preg-
nancy. Doctors warn that fre-
quent use of emergency contra-
ceptive pills can disrupt hormon-
al balance and menstrual cycles,
cautioning that the medication is
meant only for unexpected situa-
tions and should not be used as a
routine method of birth control.

Gynaecologists say the pill is
intended for emergencies such as
contraceptive failure or unpro-
tected intercourse, but many
women are increasingly using it
repeatedly within short spans of
time."Emergency contraception
is a very useful tool when there is
an unplanned situation," said Dr
Aparna Sharma, professor of
obstetrics and gynaecology,
AIIMS. "But when it is used regu-
larly it creates multiple problems.
Compared to regular contracep-

chances of pregnancy are higher
if someone relies only on emer-
gency pills."Doctors say one of
the most common problems
reported by women who use the
pill repeatedly is disruption of the
menstrual cycle. Periods may be
delayed, unusually heavy, or
accompanied by  spotting
between cycles."Emergency pills
contain a high dose of hormones.
Frequent use can disturb ovula-
tion and lead to irregular men-
strual cycles," Dr Sharma said.Dr
Rahul Manchanda, senior con-
sultant in endoscopic gynaecolo-
gy at PSRI Hospital, said the
medication can trigger several

PM Modi lauds Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Two days before he faces the
opposition's resolution to
remove him from office, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla on
Saturday received whole-
hearted endorsement from
PM Modi, who mixed praise
for his work with a swipe at
BJP's rivals by saying Birla
handles even some "arrogant
and unruly” members from
big families well and "insults
no one".

"He endures bitter words
of everyone and, you must
have seen, always wears a
smile," Modi said in a virtual
address at the stone-laying
ceremony for the Kota Bundi
airport in Birla's constituency.
Birla faces accusation from
opposition MPs of being "bla-
tantly partisan".

PM Modi: Speaker above
partisan politics

Modi for his impartiality. He
is not member of any group
and is above partisan politics,
the PM said. Modi said Birla is
as excellent an MP as he is an
outstanding Speaker and is
completely dedicated to the
Constitution and parliamen-
tary system.

He is like the head of fam-
ily who works to take every-
one along and respects MPs
and their sentiments, Modi
said. "Sometimes when arro-
gant and unruly students
from big families come to
Parliament who cannot help

creating disturbance, he han-
dles them like the head of the
House," he said, in a pointed
swipe at key opposition func-
tionaries such as Rahul
Gandhi. Birla is adored by
everyone, he said.Birla's rul-
ing disallowing Rahul from
quoting from the unpublished
memoir of former Army chief
M M Naravane during the
first half of the budget session
had triggered fiery protest
from opposition members,
causing days of chaos.As one
incident led to another,
including Birla's statement
that he urged Modi to call off
his scheduled speech in the
House due to his apprehen-
sion that some women MPs of
Congress, who had assembled
around Modi's allotted seat,
could do something unwar-
ranted, the opposition gave a
notice signed by 118 MPs

L] LHT
ﬁﬁ IR NITI AAYoG

NEW DELHI, Agency: Government is
likely to simplify the process for inter-state
vehicle transfers by doing away with the
cumbersome requirement for vehicle own-
ers to obtain an NOC from the state where
the vehicle is currently registered for sub-
mission to RTO of the new state.

A high-level committee on non-financial
regulatory reforms set up by NITI Aayog
has recommended enabling inter-state
vehicle transfers through an auto-generated
clearance system.

Media has learnt that the road transport
ministry is working on the proposal. The
reform will bring huge relief to people who
want to transfer their vehicles from one
state to another.

tion, it is less effective, so the

short-term side effects.

Birla received praise from

seeking his removal.

Top legal experts spht on social media ban for kids

NEW DELHI, Agency: At a time
when parents are worried about the
downside of screen addiction among ado-
lescents, legal experts including former
CJI Ranjan Gogoi appreciated the intent
behind proposed move by Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh to ban social media
access to children below certain age but
doubted the pertinence and effectiveness
of legislative or executive intervention.

Media spoke to a spectrum of other
experts - former attorney general Mukul
Rohatgi, and senior advocates A M
Singhvi, Rakesh Dwivedi, and Devadatt
Kamat - on the problem, efficacy of a law
enacted by a state to prevent children
below certain age from accessing social
media platforms when telecommunica-
tion and information technology fall
squarely within the law making domain of
Centre and the possible ways and means
to pull the children off the social media
quagmire.

Gogoi, with grandchildren of impres-
sionable age, spoke more like a wise eld-
erly head of a family than a legal expert:
"Social media is here to stay. Instead of
banning children from accessing it, it
would be better to educate them about its
constructive usage. Older generation

| & & @& & &

must teach them its benefits because it
provides instant reach to a vast knowl-
edge base. Why should children be
deprived of its tremendous benefits?"
When pointed out that Australia has
banned under-16s from accessing Tiktok,
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Snapchat

-« D L

and Threads, Gogoi said, "We have very
different social values and structures
compared to Australia. We do not have to
follow other countries blindly. Our strong
social bonds and parental relations would
be helpful in guiding the children to use
social media beneficially."

Rohatgi was sceptical about the work-
ing and implementation of states enacting
different laws prescribing different age
limits for children to access social media:
"Telecommunication and IT are central
subjects. States should not enact laws
individually. It will create confusion. It
should be left to govt which can bring a
legislation in Parliament to address the
issue pan-India."

Singhvi said in principle the objective
behind the proposed regulatory frame-
work is laudable and desirable. "Across
political spectrum, suffering parents,
teachers and elders will endorse the dele-
terious impact of unlimited social media

access on impressionable young minds."

What should be the mechanism to reg-
ulate it? Singhvi said, "As always both God
and Devil reside in the details. The real
test will depend on proper implementa-
tion without harassment and unrelated
ulterior acts."

Dwivedi said, "The ban should not be
absolute as children too have a funda-
mental right to communication and infor-
mation. The ban should be on putrid con-
tent being placed on social media without
adequate safeguards to prevent children
from accessing such undesirable content."

Kamat, with two children of impres-
sionable age, said mental health of the
next generation should be safeguarded
from the deleterious impact of unlimited
access to social media. He said though
communication is exclusively within the
legislative competence of Centre, states
can bring in regulatory mechanisms
under the broad subject of health.

@
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The Legacy of Exploration: How National

Geographlc Chaged the Way We See the World

entific society aimed at increasing

For more than a century,
National Geographic has stood as
one of the world’s most influential
institutions dedicated to explo-
ration, science, and storytelling.
From the icy landscapes of
Antarctica to the dense rainforests of
the Amazon, the organization has
brought the mysteries of the planet

across the globe.

into homes
Through its iconic magazine,
groundbreaking photography, and
educational initiatives, National
Geographic has shaped how human-
ity understands nature, culture, and
the fragile balance of life on Earth.
Founded in 1888 in Washington,
D.C.,, the organization began as a sci-

geographical
founders,
explorers, and scientists, envisioned
a platform that would promote
curiosity about the world. What
started as a modest publication for
academics soon evolved into one of
the most widely read magazines in
history.

National Geographic is its visual sto-
rytelling. Its photography has long
been regarded as among the most
powerful
images—whether of wildlife, indige-
nous cultures,
scapes—have captured moments
that words alone cannot express.
The magazine’s signature yellow
border has become a symbol of dis-
covery and credibility.

National Geographic revolutionized
journalism by publishing photo-
graphs as central storytelling ele-
ments rather than simple illustra-
tions. This decision transformed
how magazines approached visual
reporting.
Geographic
known for their patience and dedica-
tion, often spending months or even
years documenting a single story.

knowledge. Its
a group of scholars,

One of the defining elements of

in journalism. Iconic

or remote land-

In the early twentieth century,

Today, National
photographers are

Beyond photography, the organi-

zation has also played a major role in
supporting exploration. Over the
decades, National Geographic has
funded thousands of scientific expe-
ditions and research projects. These
ventures have led to important dis-
coveries about ecosystems, wildlife
behavior, and ancient civilizations.

For
Geographic-supported
have contributed to groundbreaking
research in marine biology, archae-
ology, and climate science. Their
work has helped uncover lost cities,
discover new species, and document
endangered habitats.

Another
National Geographic’s mission is
environmental awareness. As cli-
mate change and biodiversity loss
increasingly threaten the planet, the
organization has amplified its cover-
age
Through documentaries, investiga-
tive reporting, and educational pro-
grams, it aims to inspire people to
care for the Earth.

The rise of digital media has also
transformed the way National
Geographic
What once existed primarily as a
print magazine has now expanded
into television channels, documen-
taries, online platforms, and interac-
tive storytelling. This shift has

National
explorers

instance,

critical aspect of

of environmental issues.

reaches audiences.

allowed the organization to connect
with younger generations who con-
sume information through digital
devices.

Despite these changes, the core

philosophy of National Geographic
remains unchanged: curiosity about
the world and a commitment to
knowledge. The organization contin-
ues to encourage exploration not
only by scientists but also by ordi-
nary individuals who seek to under-
stand the planet more deeply.

Today, National Geographic’s

influence extends far beyond jour-
nalism. It supports education pro-
grams, research grants, and commu-
nity initiatives aimed at protecting
the environment and preserving cul-
tural heritage. Its work reminds us
that exploration is not only about
discovering new places but also
about understanding the complex
relationships that sustain life on
Earth.

As humanity faces unprecedented

environmental challenges, the role
of
Geographic becomes even more sig-
nificant. By combining science, sto-
rytelling, and visual artistry, it con-
tinues to inspire millions of people
to appreciate the wonders of the
planet—and to protect them for
future generations.

institutions like National

The Power of Photography: How National
Geographlc Images Tell the Story of Earth

Few organizations have shaped the
art of visual storytelling as profoundly
as National Geographic. For more
than a hundred years, its photographs
have captured the beauty, diversity,
and fragility of the natural world.
These images have not only docu-
mented history but also influenced
how people perceive the planet and
their place within it.

Photography became central to
National Geographic’s identity in the
early twentieth century when the
magazine began publishing full-page
photographs. At a time when most
publications relied heavily on text,
National Geographic embraced the
power of images to communicate
complex stories.

The organization’s photographers
often venture into remote and chal-
lenging environments. Whether docu-
menting polar ice caps, desert land-
scapes, or deep-sea ecosystems, they
combine artistic vision with scientific
observation. The result is photogra-
phy that is both aesthetically stunning
and educational.

One of the reasons National
Geographic photography is so influen-
tial is its authenticity. Photographers
are encouraged to capture real
moments rather than staged scenes.
This approach creates images that feel
genuine and emotionally powerful.

Many iconic photographs pub-
lished by National Geographic have
become part of global cultural memo-
ry. These images often highlight envi-
ronmental issues, bringing distant
problems closer to the public. For
example, photographs of melting gla-

ciers or endangered wildlife can
inspire conversations about climate
change and conservation.

The process of capturing these
images is rarely simple.
Photographers may spend months
waiting for the perfect moment—such
as a rare animal behavior or a dramat-
ic natural event. This patience and
dedication reflect the organization’s
commitment to quality storytelling.

Technology has also transformed
photography at National Geographic.
Modern photographers use advanced
cameras, drones, and underwater
equipment to capture perspectives
that were once impossible. These
innovations allow audiences to experi-
ence environments such as coral reefs,
volcanic eruptions, and deep caves in
extraordinary detail.

Despite technological advances,
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the essence of National Geographic
photography remains the same: a pas-
sion for exploration and a desire to
reveal the world’s hidden wonders.
Each photograph tells a story about
the interconnectedness of life on
Earth.

In recent years, National
Geographic has also expanded its
focus to include cultural stories.
Photographers document traditions,
lifestyles, and communities across the
globe. These visual narratives cele-
brate diversity while highlighting the
shared humanity that connects people
everywhere.

Photography has become one of
the most powerful tools for raising
environmental awareness. Images of
polluted oceans, deforested land-
scapes, and endangered animals
remind viewers of the urgent need for
conservation.

At the same time, National
Geographic photographs also cele-
brate the beauty of the planet. They
show vibrant ecosystems, thriving
wildlife populations, and breathtaking
natural landscapes. These images
inspire wonder and encourage people
to value the environment.

Through its photography, National
Geographic has created a visual
archive of the Earth’s changing land-
scapes and cultures. Future genera-
tions will look back on these images as
historical records of our time.

Ultimately, the power of National
Geographic photography lies in its
ability to connect people emotionally
with the world around them. By turn-
ing distant places into relatable sto-
ries, it encourages viewers to see
themselves as part of a shared global
environment
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National Geographic and
the Fightfor Planet Earth

Environmental conservation
has become a central mission of
National Geographic. As climate
change, pollution, and biodiversi-
ty loss threaten ecosystems world-
wide, the organization has used
its platform to raise awareness
and inspire action.

For decades, National
Geographic has documented the
beauty of the natural world.
However, its storytelling has
increasingly focused on the chal-
lenges facing the planet.

Through investigative journal-
ism and powerful imagery, the
organization highlights environ-
mental issues that might other-
wise remain unnoticed. Stories
about ocean pollution, deforesta-
tion, and endangered wildlife
bring global attention to urgent
problems.

One notable example is the
organization’s coverage of plastic
pollution in oceans. National
Geographic launched major cam-
paigns to educate audiences about
the environmental impact of sin-
gle-use plastics.

The organization also collabo-
rates with scientists and environ-
mental activists to promote sus-
tainable solutions. By combining
research with storytelling, it
encourages individuals, govern-
ments, and businesses to adopt
environmentally responsible
practices.

National Geographic docu-
mentaries and television pro-
grams further amplify its conser-
vation message. These produc-
tions reach millions of viewers
worldwide, helping them under-
stand complex environmental

challenges.

Education is another impor-
tant aspect of the organization’s
environmental mission. National
Geographic develops learning
materials for schools and stu-
dents, encouraging young people
to become responsible stewards of
the planet.

Community engagement is
also a key strategy. Through part-
nerships with local organizations
and conservation groups,
National Geographic supports
projects that protect ecosystems
and wildlife.

The organization’s explorers
often work directly in conserva-
tion efforts. They monitor endan-
gered species, restore damaged
habitats, and study the effects of
climate change.

By documenting these initia-
tives, National Geographic
demonstrates that solutions are
possible. Its stories highlight the
efforts of individuals and commu-
nities who are working to protect
the environment.

Ultimately, National
Geographic’s conservation work
reflects a broader philosophy:
that knowledge leads to responsi-
bility. When people understand
the beauty and complexity of the
natural world, they are more like-
ly to protect it.

As environmental challenges
continue to grow, the role of

organizations like National
Geographic becomes increasingly
important.

Through education, explo-
ration, and storytelling, it contin-
ues to inspire global action for the
future of the planet.



