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they are preparing to join
the fight against Iran with
US support

IRBIL. (Agency)

Kurdish Iranian dissident groups based in northern Iraq
are preparing for a potential cross-border military
operation in Iran, and the U.S. has asked Iraqi &urd
to support them, Kurdish fi€ials told The
Associated Press.The Kurdish groups are widely

seen as the most wellganised segment of the Reports from Washington indicate that estimates suggest roughly 80 to 90 metr

fragmented Iranian opposition and are believed to
have thousands of trained fighteféeir entry into
the war could pose a significant challenge to the
embattled authorities ifiehran and could also risk
pulling Iraq further into the conflict.Khalil Nadiri an
official with the Kurdistan Freedom Parigr FAK,
based in northern Irag's semi-autonomous Kurdish
region saidVednesday that some of their forces had
moved to areas near the Iranian border in
Sulaymaniyah province and were on standby

He said Kurdish opposition group leaders had been
contacted by U.S. 6€ials regarding a potential
operation, without giving more details.

Asked about reports that thieump administration was
considering arming Iranian Kurdish groups, Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth told reportdfsdnesday:
"None of our objectives are premised on the support
or the arming of any particular force. So, what other
entities may be doing, we're aware of, but our
objectives aren't centered on that."Before the U.S.
and Israel attacked Iran on Saturdaggering a new
war in the Middle East, theAlK had claimed attacks
on the paramilitary Revolutionary Guard in
retaliation forTehran's violent crackdown on protests.
But an oficial with the group said it had not sent
forces from Iraq into Iran.If the Iranian and Iragi
Kurdish groups were to join the watrwould be the
first entry of a significant ground force into the battle.
The Kurdish groups have battle experience from the
fight against the Islamict&e group.

Ukraine Offers Help To Cheen ‘overshadowed by ‘expand

Middle East To Stop Iranian
Drones. But For A Price

Washington. (Agency)

Volodymyr Zelenskiy dered to send his best expertsin
shooting down Iranian drones to the Middle East if
leaders there convinddadimir Putin to agree to a
month-long truce in Russia's war on Ukraine.

Four years of Russia's full-scale invasion has allowed
Kyiv to develop unique expertise in intercepting
drones, many of them Iranian-made Shaheds
currently being deployed against countrieshsas
the UnitedArab Emirates, Qatar and Saudibia,
the Ukrainian president said on Monday

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carne
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intrusive  components, technical designs and

down and longafterthewarhadended.

researchnetworks continued to surface

Kay later observed, inspectors discovered

far more of Irags programme than had
initially been expected because dar
elements had been concealed from

H'Y HI programme entirely is far more Agency and the UN Special Commissionbombing campaign. Hidden centrifuge
POlIfI(U”V, the appetife in difficult.Iran’s nuclearinfrastructurewas began one of the most
Wushinqton for another deliberately designed after the Iraq disarmamentoperationsever attempted.

- - experience to be dispersed, hardened antkeams spent years tracking
major Mlddle Eu stern difficult to destroy from the aifFacilities dismantling Iraq’s nuclear As former chief weapons inspector David

. such as the Natanz Nuclear Facility and thénfrastructure.Facilitiesnissedduring the
ground war is exiremely deeply buried Fordow Fuel Enrichment
Iimi'red Plant form part of a network intended tc
ey survive aerial attack. Some enrichmer
facilities, including Fordow were

world. (Agency) . (Agency) constructed deep inside mountains -

American oficials are discussing the beneath rock — precisely to withstanc
possibility of supporting Kurdish militias bombing campaigns.lran has als
and other Iranian opposition groups asdccumulated significant stocks of enriche
tensions withTehran intensifyAccording ~ uranium. According to reporting by the
to reporting by CNN an@heWall Street  International Atomi€negy Agencysome
Journal, US’ difcials have explored material has been enriched to level
contacts with Kurdish leaders operatingapproaching 60 per cent purity — still sho
near the Iranian bordefThe idea — Of weapons-grade but far closer to it tha
reportedly under discussion within the CIAordinary civilian enrichment. Such
and theWhite House — would involve material could potentially be enriched
backing Kurdish forces along the furtheriffacilities survived or were rebuilt.

rbombing campaign wer

seizures and interviews

uncovered through inspections, documen

scientists.Boots on the groundTehran?

outside scrutinyDiplomats involved i

Irag’s nuclear infrastructure becam
painstaking process that continued

challenge. As former CIA directo
e gradually

with Iraqi

mountainous frontier between Iraq arfs formerlAEA directorgeneralMohamed Who will substitute for the US? that task inevitably requires forces on

western Iran.The discussion points to &lBaradei once remarked when discussi@gp
deeer dilemma confrontinghmerican nuclear proliferation, “you cannot bom
planners Air strikes can damage nuclear knowledge’History offers a reveaing
facilities, but eliminating a nuclear precedentAfter the Gulf War, inspectors
from the International Atomic Enegy

After calling US-Israel strikes illegal, Canada’s
Carney won’t rule out role in lran war

CANBERRA. (Agency)

process recall that mapping

said Thursday that he couldn't rul
out his country's military
participation in the escalating war i
the Middle East.

reputational and financial,"
former central banke

Australia and Canada hold this ra

war in the Middle East, sparked by
massive US-Israeli strike on Iran that ' actions."The Canadian leader al
killed its supreme leadgAyatollah Carney's trip is part of a multi-country said the two countries would

Ali Khamenei.Speaking alongside tour of the Asia-Pacific aimed at together as "strategic collaborators"
localcounterpart Anthony Albanese  reducing reliance on the UnitethBs pool their vast combinedrareearth

lomats and inspectors involved in the

"Great powers can compel, bl

compulsion comes with costs, tt)ﬁ:, destroyed by NAO air defence system3urkish

Iraqiuclear James Mattis once remarked when

Secure them on the ground.”

n

the inspections recall that dismantling

e a
for

several years after the wdthe lesson
was clear: bombing destroyed buildings,
but dismantling the programme required
physical access on the ground.Military
planners have long recognised the same

r

Michael Hayden once put it, “air strikes
ganseta nuclear programme back, but they
rarely eliminate it.” And if nuclear
materials or equipment must be secured,

the

ground.As former US defencesecretary

programme took more than two y(_:‘arsdlscussmg proliferation risks, “if there are

despite the destruction caused by the/€apons of mass destruction, you have to

Turkey says missile launched
from Iran destroyed by NATO

KABUL. (Agency)
tA ballistic missile launched from Iran and headi
towards Turkish airspace via Iraq and Syria w

=y

officials saidWwednesday he defence ministry said i

added."Middle powers like had been "engaged and neutralised by QAirand-

re Missile defence assets deployed in the eastern
convening power because others Mediterranean™.It did not specify the missl
know we mean what we say and we intended taget. Iran has been hitting sites across
will match our values with our region in retaliation after the Uniteda®es and Israe

50 launched strikes against it on Saturdayurkish
official, speaking té&\FP on condition of anonymity

to said the missile had been "aimed at a base in G
Cyprus but veered ©fcourse".Oficials said

Canberra, Carney was asked whether- a hedye a@ainst wha he has mineral resources.And he detailed fragments that fell in the Dortyol district in southe

there was a situation in which Canadadescribed as a fading US-led globalrenewed cooperationin areasfrom
would get involved."One can never orderThe Australia leg of the tour is defenceto artificial intelligence."Vé
categorically rule out participation,” aimedat bringing in investmentand know we must work with others wh
he said, while stressing the questionrdeepeningties with a like-minded share our values to build solid
was a "hypothetical" one."&V will "middle power" partneMiddle power' capabilities,” he told
stand by our allies," said Carney rallying cryOnThursday morning he parliament.Otherwise, he warned,

Turkey, near the Syrian borddrad been identified a
pieces of the interceptor used to neutralise "the th

ng
as

the

reek

n

D

reat

D in the air".No casualties were reported.Reacting to
the incident, US Secretary ofe®e Marco Rubio said
in a call withTurkey's Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan
"that attacks orflurkey's sovereign territory were

=Y

adding that "we will always defend issued a rallying cry in Australia's they risked being "caught between the unacceptable and pledged full support from the

Canadians."Carney had said the USparliament to "middle powers",ging  hyperscalersand the hegemons".The
Israeli strikes on Iran were them to work together in an Canadian leader has frequent
"inconsistent with international law". increasingljhegemonievorld order clashed with US President Dona

"I would suggest the following: leaders of the MiddleHowever he supports the fefrts to stop Nations likeAustralia and Canada faced Trump, who has repeatedly threaten

East have great relations with Russians," Zelenskiy Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon -a stark choice -- work together to helpto annex Canada and slappg

told Bloombeg News by phone from KyivV'They
can ask Russians to implement a month-long

- a position that Canada takes "withwrite the "new rules" of the global swingeing tarifs on the country
regret" as it represented "anotherorder or have great powers do it fon a speechto political and financial

ceasefire."Once atruce was in place "we will send ourexample of the failure of the them, he said."Inthis brave new world, elitesattheWorld Economid-orumin

best operators of drone interceptors to the Middle
East countries," he saitlhe ceasefire could also be
called for two months or two weeks "so we can help
the Middle East countries to protect civilidhs.
Zelenskiy made his long-shotfef after cities across
the Middle East including Dubai became aé&rfor
Iranian drone and missile barrages at thekerd as
Tehran retaliated for US and Israeli mititsstrikes
that killed Supreme Lead@watollahAli Khamenei
and other top ditials.Russia has repeatedly rejected

international order".The Canadian middle powers cannotsimply build January Carney warned the US-le
leader reiterated ofhursday his call higher walls and retreat behind them.global system of governancewas
for a"de-escalation" of the conflict. We must work togethgrhe said. enduring "arupture".

Pakistani man, accused of plotting terror attack in US,
claims Iranian spies recruited him to kill Trump, Biden

world. (Agency) through an Urdu interpretét was not questioningVierchantWednesdayn a

US President Donal@rump's calls for a ceasefire in The allegation sounded like the §tof wanting to do this so Brooklyn federal court.That'sright,"

Ukraine in the past a®¥/ashington has sought to

spy moviesA Pakistani businessman willingly."Merchant said he had Merchant replied, his demeanor

broker a peace deal, and it's unclear why Putin wouldtrying to hire hit men, even handing anticipated getting arrested before materof-fact as hs tesimony was
them $5,000 in cash, to kil a US anyone was killed, intended to unusual.The trial is Unfoldlng amid the operations against the Islamic repub"ﬂ’lﬁ'ey hosts

agree to one naw

"Reconsider Travel": US X
Raises Bahrain, Qatar
Advisories Amid lran

Conflict

world. (Agency)
Nepal kicks of its first general election since a Gen Z-

politician on behalf of Iran 's powerful cooperate with the US government andess than week-old Iran war, which
paramilitary Revolutionary Guard. had hoped that would help him get akilled Iranian Supreme Leader
was true, and potential gets of the greercard.USauthoritiesvere,indeed, AyatollahAli Khameneiin a strike thal
2024 scheme included now-Presidentn to him --the supposed hit men heTrumpsummedipas"l gothimbefore
Donald Trump, then-President Joe paid were actually undercoverFBI  he got me." Jurors are instructed
Biden and former presidential agents--and he was arrested on July 12gnore news pertaining to the case.
candidate and ex-U.NAmbassador 2024, a day before an unrelatethe Iranian government has deni

Nikki Haley, the man told jurors at his attempt onTrump's life in Butler plotting to kill Trump or other US

attempted terrorism trial in NeWork  Pennsylvania. Merchant did sit for officials.Merchant, 47, had a rough
on Wednesday But he insisted his voluntary FBI interviews, but he 20-year banking career in Pakist
actions were driven by fear for loved ultimately ended up with a trial, not a before getting involved in an array
ones in Iran, and he figured he'd becooperation deal."dl traveled to the businesses: clothing, car sales, ban

led uprising that ousted the former government Jastapprehended before anything came obnited Sates for the purpose of hiring exports, insulation imports. He open

year, with a new crop of young candidates egieg to
challenge the old guard's grip on power in the
Himalayan nation.

Balendra Shah, a 35-yeald former rappeturned-
politician who was previously the mayor of the capital
Kathmandu, has enged as a front-runner with
backing from many of the young voters behind last
year's revolt. His parfythe three-yeaold Rastriya
Swatantra Partyis supporting a corruption-busting
platform of economic reform, channeling the

interviewy RSPCo-General Secretary BipAcharya

the scheme."My family was under Mafia members to kill a politician, has two families, one in Pakistan a
threat, and 1 had to do this," the correct?” AssistanyS AttorneyNina the other in Iran — where, he said,
defendant, Asif Merchant, testified Gupta asked during her turnwasintroducedaroundtheend.

United Sates," $ate Department spokesmBommy
Pigott said.NAO stands firmly with all allies,
including Turkiye, as lIran continues it
d indiscriminate attacks across the region," DA

spokeswomanrAllison Hart said, usingTurkey's

D
IS

%

4 Ccomesto air and missile defence."

ministry said in a statement.Ankara summoned

concerns" over the incident while Fidan warn
counterparAbbasAraghchi in a phone call that "an

as Tasnim said\raghchitold Fidan that Iran's retaliato
strikes were aimed at bases used to carry

States and other NFO allies.
t Wrong strategy’
t(I)n an evening address, President Resyip Erdogan
said Turkey was "taking all the necessa
ed precautions" in consultation with its N® allies and

v similar incidents from happening again".
Hf We must constantly increase our deterrent capabili
andn these dificult times... we are leaving absolute

nd borders and airspace," he saittkey, a majority
he Sunni Muslim NAO member shares a 500+
kilometre (315-mile) border with Iran.

The UnitedArab Emirates "strongly condemned" the
missile launch as a "serious escalation", the foreign

a number of military facilities used by the United

Anlfwe, as a nation, want to live in peace and tranquility

official name."Our deterrence and defence posture
remains strong across all domains, including whehn it

the

Iranian ambassador to convey its "reaction and

ed

Tehran against steps that could widen the conflict, a
diplomatic source said.Fidan told his Iranian

y

steps that could lead to the spread of conflict shquld
be avoided", the source added.lranian news agency

y
out

y

was issuing "warnings in the clearest terms to prevent

ties.
M

ly nothing to chance regarding the security of our

Senate Republicans vote down legislation to halt
satom o ceonotlc etom, chamaina e | i WO 1N Congress’ first vote

said the election was a turning point for the country to

usher in change. "Our focus will primarily be on two

elements - economic and changes to the bureaucragi@. John Barrasso, second in

on the conflict

stand on a war shaping the fate of U.Sadded.fumpadministratiorscramble$or longertime framethanhaspreviouslybee
military members, countless other livescongressionalsupportAfter launching a

n

floated by the Trump administration.He

system," Acharyaaid. §gnuTe Republicun Ieudership, andthefutureof theregion.Underscoring surpriseattack againstiran on Saturday also acknowledged that Iran is still able to

Shah's main opponents are leaders from a handful

older parties, including Gagan Kumarhapa, sgid GOP senators would send senators filled the Senate chamber and sat

president of the centrist Nepali Congress, and KP

at their desks as the voting got underwd!

Sharma Oli, the 74-yeand ex-prime minister who 0 Message that Democrats are Typically, senators step into the chamb

was ousted during last year's upheavdiapa is '

'wronq" fOf forcinq a vote on to casttheir vote, then leave.

campaigning on economic reform, becoming party

leader after an internal fracture following the protests'he war powers TESO|Uﬁ0n. will piok & side Senate Democrat Y

“Today every senator — every single one

Oli's Communist Party of Nepal is pushing a platform

of expanded social welfare schemes to address the vote. “Do you standwith the American

economic concerns that helped fuel thegstst.

Thursday's election comes just six months after deadBgnate Republicans voted down afofto  wars in the Middle East or stand wit
protests swept the nation, prompted by a ban on sociahalt President Donal@rump’s war against Donald Trump and Pete Hegseth as th

media sites that eventually snowballed into
nationwide convulsions against unemployment,
corruption and inequalityPolice eventually opened

protesters to torch government buildings, smashwar powers resolution, failed on a 47-53messagethat Democratsare wrong for

through police barricades and storm the coisit

over to oversee rebuilding and fresh elatdio

(=1 =1 2 = [ B F
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Leader Chuck Schumer said before t

WASHINGT ON.(Agency) people who are exhausted with forev

Iran on Wednesday demonstrating early bumble us headfirstinto another war?”
support for a conflict that has rapidly spre®in. Jchn Baraso, seoond in Semate  conflict that Americans of

triesto controlthecountry'sairspace.

the gravity of the moment,Democratic Trump has scrambled to win support for acarry out missile attacksevenasthe U.S.

U.S. service members "remain in harm's

~ way, and we must be cleayed that
N o the risk is still high," Gen. Dan Caine,
i chairmanof the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
(L]

Kuwait.

war in her floor speech. One of

said at the samepressconference.Six
U.S. military memberswere killed
over the weekend in a drone strike in

Republican Sen. Joni Ernst of lowa
acknowledged the human costs of the

the

. ‘ all political soldierskilled Sundaywasfrom lowa
d across the Middle East with no clear U.SRepublican leadership,said during the  persuasions were already wary of enteringand a National Guard unit from her state
fire on demonstrators in Kathmandu, leading exit strategyThe legislation, known as a debate that GORenators would send a Trump administration ditials have been a was also attackedin Syria in December

frequent presence on Capitol Hill this weekresulting in the deaths of two other soldiers.

vote tally It gave lawmakers an forcing a vote on the war powers as they try to reassure lawmakers that tH&ut now is our opportunity to bring an end to
parliamentWithin days, Oli had resigned, at least 70 opportunity to demand congressionalresolution.“Democrats would rather have the situation under control.Defensdhe decades of chaos," said Ernst, whc
people were dead and an interim government tookapproval before any further attacks arepbstruct DonaldTrump than obliterate Secretary Pete Hegseth saMbdnesday herself served as anfigkr in the lowa

carried outThe vote forced them to take ajran’s national nuclear program,” he that the war could extend eight weeks, aNational Guard for two decades.
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Trump Warns ‘Big Wave Yet to Come’ as US Strikes
Iran’s Isfahan Nuclear Site

Washington: U.S. President
Donald Trump has warned
that the heaviest phase of
Americas military campaign
against Iran is still to unfold,
declaring that a “big wave” of
action is yet to come even as
fresh explosions were report-
ed near Iran’s nuclear com-
plex in Isfahan.

The warning comes amid
confirmed American casual-
ties in the widening conflict
and mounting regional ten-
sion. Trump vowed retali-
ation for the deaths of U.S.
service members, saying Iran
would face consequences, but
also hinted at the possibility
of dialogue with Tehran’s new
leadership.

The escalation follows a dra-
matic joint US.-Israel op-
eration that reportedly killed
several top Iranian figures, in-
cluding Supreme Leader Aya-

tollah Ali Khamenei, marking
a watershed moment in Irans
political and military land-
scape.

Operation Epic Fury Ex-
pands

Under the codename Op-
eration Epic Fury, the United
States has launched a broad,
high-technology  offensive
targeting Iranian military in-
frastructure, missile sites and
strategic assets.

Stealth B-2 Spirit bombers
carried out precision strikes
on fortified underground
facilities, deploying heavy
bunker-busting  munitions
against hardened targets. The
aircraft, designed for deep
penetration missions, struck
key installations believed to
support Irans missile capa-
bilities.

Simultaneously, U.S. Navy
warships launched Toma-

hawk cruise missiles from
regional waters, hitting high-
value targets hundreds of kil-
ometres inside Iranian terri-
tory. The long-range missiles
formed part of a coordinated
strike package aimed at crip-
pling command-and-control
centres and missile storage
facilities.

Advanced fighter jets, in-
cluding the F-35 Lightning
IT and F/A-18 Super Hor-
net, supported the assault by
conducting precision air-to-
ground missions and sup-
pressing Iranian air defence
systems.

In a significant battlefield
development, the Precision

Strike Missile made its com-
bat debut. Fired from the
M142 HIMARS platform, the
next-generation ballistic mis-
sile extends the US. Army’s
strike range and enhances
long-distance precision capa-
bilities.

The United States also de-
ployed armed MQ-9 Reaper

drones for targeted opera-
tions, along with the low-
cost LUCAS loitering muni-
tion system, marking its first
operational use in combat.
Military officials describe the
drone as a cost-effective tool
for modern asymmetric war-
fare.

Regional Fallout

The scale and sophistica-
tion of the campaign signal a
sharp escalation in West Asia,
raising fears of a broader re-
gional confrontation. Energy
markets have reacted nerv-
ously, and diplomatic chan-
nels remain active as global
powers call for restraint.

Yet with Trump asserting that
the “big wave” is still ahead,
the conflict appears poised to
intensify further, reshaping
the strategic balance in the
Middle East and deepening
uncertainty across the region.

Bokaro Steel Plant L aunches ‘ Sanjeevani’
Health I nsurance Scheme for
7000 Contract Workers

Bokaro: In a major welfare initiative aimed at strengthen-
ing healthcare security for its contract workforce, Bokaro
Steel Plant (BSL) has launched “Sanjeevani”, a group
health insurance scheme designed to provide medical pro-
tection to thousands of workers.

Under the scheme, nearly 7,000 contract workers at the
plant will receive health insurance coverage, offering cru-
cial financial support during medical emergencies. The ini-
tiative is expected to significantly enhance social security
and improve the overall well-being of the plant’s large con-
tract workforce.

Medical Cover for Workersand Families

The Sanjeevani scheme will be implemented through the
Bokaro Welfare Trust, with insurance services provided by
Bajaj Allianz General Insurance.

Each insured worker will receive inpatient (IPD) medical
coverage of up to 4 lakh, along with outpatient (OPD)
assistance of up to 1,500 for one year. The coverage is
intended to ease the financial burden of medical treatment
and ensure timely healthcare support for workers and their
families.

First-of-Its-Kind Initiativein SAIL

Officials said the Sanjeevani programme is the first initia-
tive of its kind across units of the Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL), making it a pioneering welfare measure
within the organisation.

Apart from providing healthcare support, the scheme is
also expected to boost morale among contract workers and
reinforce the plant’s commitment to building a safe, inclu-
sive, and worker-friendly workplace.

Strengthening Worker Welfare

Officials noted that the launch of the scheme reflects BSL’s
ongoing efforts to strengthen worker welfare and ensure
that every segment of its workforce is treated as a partner
in the organisation’s growth.

By extending structured health security to contract work-
ers, the plant aims to set a benchmark for employee welfare
in the industrial sector, while reaffirming its commitment
to improving the quality of life and workplace dignity of
contract workers.

Thailand Deputy Prime Minister Visits Mahabodhi Temple

in Bodh Gaya, Offers P

by Suresh Pd Nikhar

Bodh Gaya: Thailands Dep-
uty Prime Minister Mr. Ba-
wornsak Uwanno led a high-
level Royal Thai Government
delegation on a spiritual visit
to the Mahabodhi Mahavihara
Temple Complex, the revered
UNESCO World Heritage Site
in Bodh Gaya, where Lord
Buddha is believed to have
attained enlightenment over
2,500 years ago.

The Thai delegation was
warmly welcomed at the
historic shrine by Bhikkhu
Chalinda, Chief Monk, Bhik-
khu Dr. Deenanand, Care-
taker Monk, and Dr. Arvind
Singh, a member of the Bodh
Gaya Temple Management
Committee (BTMC).

As part of the traditional re-
ception, the visiting dignitar-
ies were honoured with cer-
emonial khadas, symbolising
respect and goodwill.

During the visit, Uwanno and
members of his delegation of-
fered prayers at the temple’s
main shrine and meditated
beneath the sacred Bodhi
Tree, believed to be a direct
descendant of the tree under
which Prince Siddhartha Gau-

tama attained enlightenment
and became the Buddha. The
atmosphere turned deeply
spiritual as monks chanted
sacred mantras, creating a se-
rene and contemplative envi-
ronment.

To mark the occasion, the
temple authorities presented
the Thai Deputy Prime Minis-
ter with special mementos on
behalf of the BTMC, includ-
ing a replica of the Mahabodhi
Temple and a sacred Bodhi
leaf. Uwanno also signed the
temples Visitors Book, ex-
pressing profound admiration

rayers Under

for the Mahabodhi Mahaviha-
ra and describing it as a time-
less symbol of peace, compas-
sion, and enlightenment for
people across the world.

Members of the Thai del-
egation also interacted briefly
with the temple monks and
officials, discussing the deep
historical and spiritual ties
between India and Thailand
through Buddhism. The visit
highlighted the enduring cul-
tural and religious connections
shared by the two nations. Of-
ficials of the BTMC said such
visits by international digni-

Sacred Bodhi Tree

taries further strengthen Bodh
Gayas status as one of the
world’s most important Bud-
dhist pilgrimage centres. The
presence of the Thai delega-
tion also drew attention from
pilgrims and visitors present
at the temple complex. Man-
aged by the Bodh Gaya Tem-
ple Management Committee,
the Mahabodhi Mahavihara
continues to draw pilgrims,
scholars, and global leaders
who come to connect with the
spiritual legacy of Lord Bud-
dha and the message of uni-
versal harmony.

Hemant Soren Joins Baha Parv Celebrations in
Ancestral Villa e Nemra

by Apurva

Ramgarh: Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren par-
ticipated in the traditional
Baha Parv celebrations at his
ancestral village Nemra in
Ramgarh district, joining vil-
lagers in age-old tribal rituals
and festivities.

Accompanied by his family,
the Chief Minister walked
from his residence to the sa-
cred Jaher Than, the tribal
holy grove, where he offered
prayers for the happiness,
prosperity, and progress of
the people of Jharkhand.

The  traditional  rituals

.a.‘-:. !

1.'.\; o

. —Tan

were performed by village
priests Naike Baba (Pahan)
Chaitan Tudu and Kudam
Naike Baba (Deputy Pahan)
Chhotu  Besra, following
customary tribal practices.

Large numbers of villagers
from Nemra and nearby ar-
eas gathered to welcome the
Chief Minister and accompa-
nied him to Jaher Than amid
the beats of traditional Man-

dar drums, creating a vibrant
festive atmosphere.

Soren also joined the celebra-
tions by playing the Mandar,
sharing the festive spirit with
villagers and encouraging
community  participation.
The Chief Minister arrived
in Nemra on a two-day visit
along with his wife Kalpana
Soren, MLA, and other fam-
ily members. During the
visit, he interacted with peo-
ple from nearby villages, lis-
tened to their concerns, and
extended warm greetings to
the people of the state on the
occasion of Baha Parv.

US Trade Court Strikes Down Tariffs,
OrdersBillionsin Refunds

RNS: In amajor legal development, a U.S. trade court has
ordered the federal government to begin processing refunds
for billions of dollars collected through tariffs that were
later declared unlawful.

The directive came from the U.S. Court of International
Trade in New York, where a judge instructed authorities to
start returning tariff payments to businesses that had paid
the disputed duties on imported goods. The tariffs had been
imposed under emergency powers, but the policy was sub-
sequently struck down after courts ruled that the move ex-
ceeded the limits of presidential authority over trade policy.
The ruling is expected to trigger one of the largest refund
exercises in U.S. trade history. Estimates suggest that com-
panies may be entitled to reclaim between $130 billion and
$175 billion collected under the invalid tariff regime.

The court directed U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) to recalculate import duties as if the disputed tariffs
had never been applied and begin issuing refunds to eligi-
ble importers. Businesses that paid the duties when their
goods entered the United States — known as “importers of
record” — are likely to benefit from the order.

Thousands of companies have already challenged the tariffs
in court, arguing that the levies imposed under emergency
economic powers caused significant financial losses and
disrupted international trade.

However, implementing the refund process could prove
complex. Authorities may need to examine tens of millions
of import records and reassess duty payments across a vast
number of shipments before refunds can be issued.
Despite the logistical challenges, the court emphasized that
the government must move forward with a structured re-
fund mechanism rather than forcing businesses to pursue
individual legal claims.

The decision marks a significant setback for the administra-
tion’s trade policy and could influence how future govern-
ments use emergency powers to impose tariffs.

India Beat England in T20 World Cup 2026
Semi-Final, Storm Into Final

Mumbai: India booked their place in the final of the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2026 after defeating England in a
thrilling second semi-final at Wankhede Stadium in Mum-
bai on Thursday.

Batting first, India produced a powerful batting display to
post a massive 253 for 7 in 20 overs, one of the highest
totals ever recorded in a T20 World Cup knockout match.
The innings was anchored by Sanju Samson, who delivered
a sensational knock of 89 runs off just 42 balls, smashing
boundaries and sixes to put England’s bowlers under im-
mense pressure.

India’'s aggressive batting lineup maintained a high scoring
rate throughout the innings, giving England a daunting tar-
get. Samson’s explosive innings formed the backbone of the
total, while other Indian batters provided crucial contribu-
tions to push the score past the 250 mark.

Chasing the steep target, England mounted a spirited fight-
back. Their innings was powered by a stunning century
from Jacob Bethell, who smashed 105 runs from 48 balls
and kept England in the contest with aggressive stroke play.
Despite his heroic effort, England fell just short of the target
as India’s bowlers held their nerve in the final overs.

India eventually secured a seven-run victory, sealing a dra-
matic win and advancing to the tournament final.

With this victory, India now moves into the T20 World Cup
2026 final, where they will face New Zealand, who defeated
South Africa in the first semi-final.

The much-anticipated title clash is scheduled to take place
on March 8.

The Record-Breaking Writer: Dr. Vinod Dixit’sLiterary Legacy

Dr. Vinod Chandrashekhar

In the realm of Indian litera-
ture, Dr. Vinod Chandrashek-
har Dixit stands as a towering
figure, his pen weaving tales,
poems, and articles that cap-
tivate readers across the na-
tion. A man of many letters,
Dr. Dixits literary prowess
has earned him a place in the
prestigious Limca Book of
Records not once, not twice,
but seven times! His achieve-
ments extend beyond na-
tional borders, with a world
record that cements his status
as one of the most prolific
writers from India.

Dr. Dixits writing ¢ areer
spans multiple genres, from
fiction to non-fiction, poetry
to prose. His articles in India’s
leading papers have garnered
widespread acclaim, showcas-
ing his versatility and depth
of knowledge. Whether it’s a
thought-provoking editorial
or a captivating short story,
Dixit’s words have the power
to inspire, educate, and enter-
tain.

Dixit a Free-lance Journalist,
Writer & Cartoonist is India’s
most prolific writer to Press.
He began writing letters to
newspapers in 1984 to voice
his anger against social evils.
Dr. Dixit is known for his ‘Let-
ters to Editors’ and for writing
articles taking up causes of
national and public interest
by writing to newspapers and
concerned authorities.

He wrote his first letter to the
editor in 1984 in The Indian
Express as a hobby and to
date, He has continued his
journey to write to Press, and
this eventually earned him
a Limca Book of Record for
the 8th time in 2026. The lat-
est feat is that he has entered
Limca book of records for
the eight time for his long-
est letter to the editor word
count of 3973 after breaking
his previous record of long-
est letter to the editor of word
count 3646. He wrote the
longest letter to the editor on

the topic “Sant Mavji Maha-
raj — an incarnation of Lord
Krishna” and Most number
of articles 450 published in a
single daily.

He is ‘PATRA SHREE” from
All India (Press) letter Writ-
ers’ Association. By his count,
the Retired Senior Manager

from Bank of India and Chief
Editor of SVARG Magazine of
bank of India Officers’ Asso-
ciation has more than 13000
letters and 7000 articles pub-
lished in more than 350 news-
papers and magazines over
the last 40 years.

Creating records and Break-

ing records is not new to Dr.
Dixit. With the entry in LBR
for the eighth time, Dr. Dixit
has broken his own that figure
in the Limca Book of Records
— the highest number of re-
cords totted by any individual.
Dr. Dixit has the maximum
16 Entries in Limca Book of
Records. Dr. Dixit is seen as
a prolific man, who wants to
change the world through
his letters to the editors and
articles to print media over a
period of four decades. The
All India Press Writers As-
sociation had honoured him
with the ‘Patra Shre¢ award
in 1999. He is a recipient of
Brahma Gaurav Award, Gu-
jarat Gaurav Award, Indian
literature Award

Dr. Dixit has done the coun-
try proud. He is inspired
with the writings by veteran
activists, known dignitar-
ies and intellectuals. He has
surpassed his all earlier held
records in Limca Book of Re-
cords. Dr. Dixit’s entry into

the Limca Book of Records is
a testament to his unwaver-
ing dedication to his craft.
With seven record-breaking
achievements, he has proven
himself to be a force to be
reckoned with in the liter-
ary world. His world record
further solidifies his position
as a trailblazer, pushing the
boundaries of what is possible
with the written word.

As one of India’s most prolific
writers, Dr. Dixit’s contribu-
tions to literature are undeni-
able. His work has not only
enriched the literary land-
scape but also inspired a new
generation of writers. Dixit
says that just a match box
albeit small in size, contains
enough match sticks to start
a blaze, similarly, this column,
though it occupies a small
space or an issue, it plays a
vital role. He is an achiever
because of his passion to write
and write. Dr. Dixit says, he
gives social service because he
believes that life is incomplete

IAF Su-30MKI
Fighter Jet Missing
After Take-off from

unless we donate something
for the welfare of our society.
Through his letters to the
editor and articles, he tries
to inspire people, and make
their day happier, and give
them some food for thought
on what is going in society.
He gets immense satisfaction
of penning down a pen each
time he feels strong on some
social issues. Writers like Dr.
Dixit cherish the values of life
& give free speech by way of
writing to press & encourages
the other writers to pen down
their voice to press.

Dr. Dixits remarkable jour-
ney is a shining example of
the power of passion, dedi-
cation, and creativity. As a
Limca Book of Record holder
and world record achiever,
he has proven himself to be
a true literary giant. His con-
tributions to Indian literature
will undoubtedly continue to
inspire and captivate readers
for generations to come.
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Assam’s Jorhat

Guwabhati: An Indian Air Force
(TAF) Su-30MKI fighter aircraft
was reported missing shortly
after taking off from Jorhat air-
base in Assam, officials said on
Thursday. According to the Air
Force, the aircraft lost contact
with ground control at around
7:42 pm after departing from
Jorhat. The fighter jet has since
been reported overdue, raising
concerns about its status. In a
brief statement posted on so-
cial media, the IAF confirmed
the development and said ef-
forts are underway to trace the
aircraft. Authorities have initi-
ated a Search and Rescue (SAR)
mission to locate the jet and
determine the circumstances
behind the loss of contact. De-
fence PRO Lt Col Mahender
Rawat said all available resourc-
es have been mobilised to track
the aircraft. “We are deploying
every possible asset to locate the
Su-30MKI and ascertain the
situation,” he said. As of now,
there is no confirmed informa-
tion about the pilot’s condition.
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Nitish Kumar's exit sparks power tussle

Samrat Chaudhary
ahead in Bihar CM race

Nitish Kumar, who has dominated Bihar's political landscape for more than two decades, filed his nomination for the Rajya Sabha elections on Thursday, paving

the way for his exit from the top post just four months after being sworn in for a record 10th term as Chief Minister.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Nitish Kumar’s bid for the Rajya Sabha has
triggered intense speculation in Bihar over who
could succeed him as Chief Minister. The Janata
Dal (United) supremo, who has dominated the
state’s political landscape for more than two
decades, filed his nomination for the Rajya Sabha
elections on Thursday—paving the way for his exit
from the top post just four months after being
sworn in for arecord 10th term as chief minister.

With the JDU chief expected to shift to national
politics in Delhi, attention has quickly turned to the
BJP’s internal deliberations.

Several names are being discussed within the party,
but Deputy Chief Minister Samrat Chaudhary is
widely seen as the frontrunner to take over the reins
in Bihar.

SAMRAT CHAUDHARY - FRONTRUNNER

Chaudhary, currently serving as Bihar’s Deputy
Chief Minister, is regarded as the strongest
candidate to lead the state government if the BJP is
handed the chief ministership.

A prominent leader from the Kushwaha OBC

experience working closely with Kumar have
boosted his administrative credentials.

Within the BJP, he is also viewed as a leader with

strong organisational backing and grassroots
connections, factors that could weigh heavily on

Amit Shah Launches
Mascots For India's First
2027 Digital Census

Bengaluru.(Agency)

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Thursday soft launched a set of
digital platforms and unveiled two mascots for Census 2027, marking
the start of preparations for what will be the world's largest population

exercise.

The mascots, named Pragati and Vikas, represent female and male
enumerators and are meant to highlight equal participation of women
and men in the national exercise as India works towards its goal of
becoming a developed country by 2047.Officials said the upcoming
census will be conducted in two phases and will be the first time that the
nationwide exercise will be carried out using digital tools. For the first
time, citizens will also have the option of self enumeration through a
secure web based portal where they can submit their household details
online in 16 languages before the door to door survey begins.

The Centre for Development of Advanced Computing, or Centre for
Development of Advanced Computing, has developed the digital
platforms that will support the enumeration process across the country.

the party’s decision.
NITYANAND RAI -
Another key name doing the rounds is that of Union

STRATEGIC OPTION

Four key digital systems
were introduced during

community, Chaudhary has steadily strengthened
his political standing both within the party
organisation and the state government over the past
few years. His role in the NDA government and his

Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai.
A prominent Yadav leader within the BJP, Rai has
served as a junior minister under Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for several years.

Political observers say his elevation could send a

powerful signal to the Yadav community,
traditionally seen as the core support base of the
opposition. The community has long been
politically aligned with leaders like Lalu Prasad
Yadav and Tejashwi Yadav of the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RID).

Appointing a Yadav chief minister could therefore

be viewed as an attempt by the BJP to make deeper
inroads into that voter base ahead of future national
elections.

Bengal SIR: CM Mamata slams BJP over mass deletion in TMC's core turf

Kolkata.(Agency)

West Bengal Chief Minister (CM) Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday launched scathing
attacks on the BJP-led government at the
Centre following deletions of thousands of
voters belonging mainly to the Matua
community across the state.While playing
tribute to the Matua martriach Binapani
Devi, reverently known as Baroma on her
death anniversary today the CM accused the 8
BJP of plunging the Matuas into
‘uncertainty and confusion’ under the E
pretext of granting them citizenship of the
country.

Names of thousands of Matuas in districts like

North 24 Parganas, Nadia, parts of Jalpaiguriand 1.0 wrote on X on Thurs day, “It’s unfortunate

Bardhaman in West Bengal from the final list of

that with conspiracy of the BJP the Central
Government has landed the Matua brothers and
sisters into an uncertain and confusing
situation. It has been playing politics with the
Matua community in the name of granting them
citizenship.”“Questions in connection with
their identity are being raised. Their names are
deleted intentionally from the voters’ lists in the
name of the SIR exercise. These people, who
are citizens of the country for generations and
with whose votes a government is formed, are
being pushed into a state of uncertainty and
confusions,” she said.

the launch. These include
the Houselisting Block =
Creator web application

that allows officials to |
create houselisting blocks

using satellite imagery,
the HLO mobile
application that enables !
enumerators to collect
and upload field data
through smartphones, the
Self Enumeration portal
for citizens to submit their
information online, and
the Census Management
and Monitoring System

that will allow authorities
to track progress of the exercise in real time.

The government had formally announced its intent to conduct the next
census through a gazette notification issued on June 16, 2025. The
nationwide exercise will be carried out in two stages.

The first phase, known as the Houselisting and Housing Census, will
gather details on housing conditions and household amenities. This
phase will be conducted between April 1 and September 30, with each
state and union territory carrying out the survey during a 30 day period
notified locally. An optional 15 day window for self enumeration will be
provided before the door to door survey begins.

The second phase will involve population enumeration and will capture
demographic, social and economic information of every individual.
This phase is scheduled to be carried out across the country in February
2027.For the Union Territory of Ladakh and snow bound areas of

Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand,
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population enumeration will be conducted earlier in September due to

weather conditions.

the post-Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in the state published on 28
February.

Man—animal conflicts in Karnataka rises as experts
say core issues remain unaddressed

Bengaluru.(Agency)

The year 2025-26 reported
many cases of man—animal
conflict. Experts point out that
as knee jerk reactions were
taken to resolve issues of
human deaths by capture and
release of wildlife, little or
nothing was done to address
core concerns.

They also pointed out that as |
efforts were made by the
environment and forest
departments to implement the budget
announcements made by Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah, along with increasing the
budget allocation, this year the
government should focus on adhering to
rules. “There is no need to make new

announcements, but to ensure that the
existing ones are executed. In the wildlife
sector, forest land should not be diverted
for any kind of projects, and the forest
and wildlife laws and rules should be

followed. And,

addressing industrial and air
pollution, Construction and Debris
(C&D) waste and clearance of
encroachments,” said an expert
working closely with the
government.

Karnataka State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB) officials said the
budget announcement of
maintaining and monitoring 3,000
Sewerage Treatment Plants (STPs)
in Bengaluru was implemented, but
experts questioned it. “The STPs

continue to be in poor condition as

flooding continues in Bengaluru.The
government has been unable to clear
encroachments. It has reduced the buffer
zones and concretised the drains. This

in case of the  ,p1ymakesmatters worse.

environment sector, focus should be on

Military conflict not a solution

PM calls tor early end to Iran, Ukraine wars

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi called for an early end
to the wars in Ukraine and
the Middle East, stressing
that dialogue and diplomacy
remain the only path to
resolving global conflicts.

New Delhi.(Agency)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday
called for an early end to the Ukraine and
US-Israel-Iran wars, stressing that dialogue
and diplomacy remain the only way to
resolve conflicts. The Prime Minister's
remarks assume significance as the Middle
East plunged into chaos following US-
Israeli strikes against Iran on February 28
that triggered retaliatory attacks by Tehran.

Addressing a joint press conference with
Finland President Alexander Stubb in
Delhi, PM Modi said both countries shared
a firm belief in the rule of law and that they
will continue to push for long-lasting peace
in Ukraine and in the Middle East. “India
and Finland share a strong commitment to
the rule of law, dialogue and diplomacy. We
firmly believe that military conflicts cannot

resolve disputes. This
applies equally to situations
in Ukraine and West Asia.
We hope for an early end to
the wars and will continue
to support efforts aimed at
achieving lasting peace,”
PM Modi said.

He highlighted global
instability from Ukraine to
the Middle East and noted
that India and Europe were
entering a “golden era” of
partnership for stability and
prosperity.

“Today, the world is going
through a period of
instability and uncertainty.

“We won’t tolerate this illegal move snatching
rights of the Matua brothers and sisters. We
would intensify our protest against the removal of
the Matua from the electoral rolls,” she added.

On the same occasion, the Chief

Conlflict persists in many parts of the world,

Officials said more than 30 lakh enumerators, supervisors and other
personnel will be deployed across the country to carry out the census,
which will rely heavily on mobile applications and digital monitoring
systems to ensure accuracy and full coverage.

BJP Begins Final Candidate Screening For
Assam Assembly Polls: Himanta Sarma

Assam .(Agency)
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Wednesday ceremonially distributed appointment

Forest Department fleet is expected to enhance
mobility and operational efficiency, particularly in
remote and forested regions of Assam.

letters to newly selected Assam Civil Service (ACS) During a media interaction after the programme, the

officers and other allied
service candidates at the
Damodardeva International
Auditorium in Panjabari,
Guwabhati.

Minister also flagged off 143
newly inducted vehicles for
the Forest Department, aimed
at strengthening field-level
monitoring and protection of forest resources across
the state.

Addressing the gathering, the Chief Minister

congratulated the newly appointed officers and
urged them to serve the people with dedication and
integrity. The induction of new vehicles into the

W
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from Ukraine to West Asia. In such a global
environment, India and Europe, two of the

Chief Minister responded to
questions regarding the
upcoming elections,
particularly about the contest
in the Jorhat constituency
and Congress leader Gaurav
Gogoi. He said, "We have
our strong candidates in all
126 constituencies,
including Jorhat. Our party
is fully prepared for the elections."When asked
about the possibility of Congress leaders joining the
BJP ahead of the polls, Sarma remarked, "During
elections, many opposition leaders join the BJP, and
from the BJP some leaders may also join the
Congress.

world's major diplomatic
powers, are entering a
golden era in our
relationship. Our growing
cooperation is giving new
strength to global stability,
development, and shared
prosperity,” PM Modi said.
PM Modi's remarks come ata
time when two major
conflicts — the Russia-
Ukraine war in Europe and
the ongoing US-Israel-Iran
confrontation in the Middle
East — have heightened
global tensions, disrupted
economies and raised fears
of a wider geopolitical

j \

crisis.
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Touchstones: Lows
of higher education

The huge brouhaha that has exploded overfihe
recentAl event held in Delhi really shook up thg
capital. First, there was utter chaos on the s0
leading up to Bharat Mandapam — the wo
traffic mess | have ever seen in Delfie rush of
delegates, visitors and the foreveving crowd
of those who go to such places only to make r¢
for posterity and their familyvere just left to feng
for themselves on the first few day$en came
the shameful episode of Galgotias University
the Chinese robotic dog that a ‘Communicadio
person from the university was unable to expl
and last but not least, the demonstration by
Youth Congress volunteers that brought the hg
down (to say nothing of their clothes).

Enough masala to provide hours of tu-tu, ma
mainTV debates, so let me not repeat all that.
concern is with what we have made of the conge
of a university or education in generarhe first
modern Indian university was set up in 1858
Calcutta. Years later Lord Curzon initiated
education reforms though he is now remembe
for all the wrong reasons — the partition
Bengal, the loot from India and the preciofls
jewels and artefacts he took with him to Engla
However we often foget that he established tHi
Archaeological Survey of India (that predates
Royal Architectural Society of England, by t
way) and ordered restoration of several histor
sites (including Akbar's tomb at Sikandra
vandalised by a Jat ruler).

Calcutta was followed by universities in Madr
and Bombay and lateby Allahabad, Lucknow
Delhi, to name a fewA special kind of
architecture (broadly Indo-Saracenic) wi
towers, turrets, huge campuses with buildi
marked for science and humanities, impress
libraries, senate halls with stained glass windd
and balconies, gardens, hostels for girls and
— all these follow a similar architecture.

From my memories of my alma mateAilahabad,
| can recall wide verandahs where stude
roamed to lofty tutorial and sfafrooms.
Humanities were then the most popular cou
and entire generations of the civil service wi
filed with alumni from Allahabad, also the
known as the Oxford of the East.

Similarly, Bombay became the hub of legal studi
and its advocates, jurists and constitutio
experts (many Muslim and Parsi names) w
legends known for their distinguished caree
Jinnah, Nanavati, Palkhiwala, Seernfgiabji are
some names that come readily to mind. | am nd
familiar with Madras but even Luckno
university had a renowned centre for botany in
years gone byMedical education was provideg
by some outstanding colleges that havegdr
kept their reputations intact. Panjab Univers
partitioned into two campuses in 1947, held
own for decades.

The short point that | wish to make is that thers

a grand tradition of higher education funded &

run by the &te. In addition, there were individu

The afterlife of the colonial image

Ultimately, the strength of typecasting lay in its refusal to offer definitive conclusions. Curator Sudeshna Guha deftly wove rare material,
rigorous scholarship and a sharply articulated vision, transforming a colonial archive into a space for critical reflection

d One of my favourite mediums of visual expression i
st photographyPhotographs often reveal more than wha
meets the eye; they contain layers of meaning th:
unfold through careful readingAs colonisers, the
els British were meticulous documenters. Photograph
emeged as a ‘“vital mode of data capture anc
transmission” in the 19th centyryparticularly as
ethnographic surveys were developed byWaestern
world from the 1830s onward to study the races, cedtur
e and perceived characteristics of the colonised and fl
se ‘other”In February 2026, DAG presented a much-
needed re-examination of this vast colonial archive ¢
- Bikaner House, New DelhiTitled Typecasting:
y Photographing the Peoples of India, 1855-1920, ar
pt curated by historian Sudeshna Guha, the exhibitio
brought together nearly 200 photographs produced ov
N 65years. Itassembled albumen and siggadatin prints,
cartes-de-visite, cabinet cards, postcards, folios
ed albums, and rare publicatios. its centre were folios
from The People of India, the eight-volume series
compiled by John Forbed/atson and JohiVilliam
Kaye between 1868 and 18The series was among the
e Mmost ambitious colonial attempts to catalogue th
L subcontinens population.
alThe material revealed the geographic and social reach
ethnographic photographyLepcha and Bhutia
communities from the northeas@fridis from the
s northwest, andTodas from the Nilgiris appeared ) o ) o ) )
alongside occupational and social categmrsuch as Toda settlement in the Nilgiris revealed how  circulatedTheexhibitionalsoexaminedheafterlivesof
Parsis. merchants. barbers. coolies. snake charmers. SH¥nographigphotographyfunctionedwithin networks — ethnographic imagery. Subjects such as nautch
dancin’g girls The curatorial framework centred on aOf colonial administration, missionary activity and earlyperformerswidely reproducedas “girls,” movedfrom
S critical interrogation of typologyCategories such as anthropologicalesearch. admlnlst(atlve and .anthrop.ologlcal contexts into
e caste, tribe, occupation, and community were showd ¢ images also demonstrated how textual fngmi commercialindvoyeuristiccircuits.
S pe historically constructed rather than inherently fixegShapednterpretationPortraitsby Willoughby Wallace Presented as an India Fair parallel exhibition and part of
ysS As photography became a key instrument of modefdooperevealedhownotionsof tribal authenticitywere  DAG’s long-term €brt to build one of the country’
anthropology it lent these categories the authority Oponstructed thrpugh controlled settings gnd symbolilargest collections of early phqtography typecas?ing
ts Visual evidenceAt the same time, photographs weredttributes.  William Johnson's W|Qel_y circulated functloneq as a project o_f_archlval recovesy _fr_am!ng_
presented as mutable objects whose meanings smﬁotographsacc_ompanle_d)y descrlptlvelt_etterpress, _the material through a critical Iens_, the exh_lbltlon invited
es across contexts, viewers, and historical momedits. transfor_med [nd|V|du§1Is into representatives of somajortgrrporary audences to revisit .colonlal ylsual
e display emphasised ambiguitinterpretation and the categories. His portraits of urban elites, when contrastenjchl\_/e_s ar_ld reflect on the enduring Iegames_of
instability of photographic truth.The exhibition a|SOW|th_ labouring flgures_ photpgraph_ed by Edward:lassm_catlon_ that continue to shape_ somal
foregrounded the agency of the photographed subjec'@unr.les, reflected the wsual hlera(chles th_rough whlqherceptlon.UItlmateIMhe_st.rgngtmf type(_:astlngay in
s, Through posture, dress, and self-presentatioﬁ?'omm photographyorganised Indian society into its refusal to der definitive conclu5|ons.. Curator
al individuals participated in shaping their own visibility ordered categories of class, occupation, anq Sudeshnq Guha deftly wove rare materlal_, rigorous
ré This reframed ethnographic photography as a spacer@gspectablI|_1}45amuelBournes A Group_m_c Kashmir scholarsh_lp and a _ sharply a_rtlculated vision,
S. negotiation rather than a purely extractive colonial gazg_emalesSn.nulggurarrangedand aestheticisedemale transfqrmlng a coIomaI arthve into a space for_ critical
Photographs by Benjamin Simpson and Charleaubjects within narratives of beauty and spectacleeflection.An elegantrichly illustratedcataloguesdited
Shepherd showed how communities were fixed withif?hotographs by GR Lambert & Co. depicting Indiarby Guhacrownstheexhibition,with contributionsfrom
administrative and military frameworks, including themigrant families in SoutheasAsia expanded the ChristophelPinneyAshishAnand,RanuRoychoudhari,
labelling of certain groups as “criminal” or as “martialgeographicframe, revealing the imperial networks Suryanandani Narain, and Omar Khan, extending its
races.” In contrast, Samuel Boursidbcumentation of a through which Indian identities were documented anthtellectuaresonancevell beyondhegallery

{4 Law over loot: SC enforces mining ban in Aravallis y

d The SC’s blunt message underscores a deeper truth: environmental compliance cannot be negotiated district by district

institutions (such as the BHU, the AMU) whelle THE Supreme Court has delivered a line th-* inputs on whether mining can ever be
generous donors and philanthropists credled shouldechoacrossevery scarredridge of the sustainably permitted in the region, the SC has
impressive centres of higher learning. Howeitell  Aravalli Hills: “We say ‘stop miningand you strucka necessarpalancebetweercautionand

is with the establishment of the #Tthat this

; stop.” It is a constitutional reminder that consultation. But the burden of proof must lie
| h I he P
sapnrgi\?lﬁ]%esp?ageng\?v?thrg;j(elg?n)slag\]/\?er\évgged ttur | Environmentatule of law is not optional. For | ~= ’ = a2 - firmly on those who seek to mine, not on fragile
v > - [P ) S g A e BT - : ; ;
and in their place came gleaming concrete fnd decades, théravallis among the world =1 g Peihiclene S e ecosystemstrugglingtosurvive. _ _
glass buildings with state-of-the-art labs, as fhe oldest mountain ranges — have been gougec : - - - — . M" . The Aravallisfunctionasa naturalbarrieragainst
focus moved from the humanities to science ahd illegal and quasi-legal mining. Despite repeat” ' L ¢ =Dk - ~ desertification from the Thar, recharge

groundwater moderateclimate extremesand
support biodiversityTo reduce them to revenue
blocks is ecological myopia. Successive
administrationshavefailed to implementclear
court directives. If expert panels are coiuséd,
they must be independent, transparent anc
science-driven, not a fig leaf for reopening
extractionThe SC’sbluntmessagenderscores

a deeper truth: ervironmental compliance
ionZones, brazenly flouting court orders and cannot be negotiated district by distridthe

d environmentahorms.Operatingwith impunity executive must now decide whether it will listen
br andoftenshieldedoy local patronageetworks, economy mocking both governance and judicial or once again look the other way while the hills
ur these cartels have turned ecological plunder into a parallglthority By maintaining its ban and seeking expertisappear

engineering. ®idents who graduated from the
went abroad, earned huge salaries and never ¢
back.Our brightest and best started the brain d
that is responsible for a dumbing down n(
visible at every level of education. Englis
medium education acquired an aspirational
and with the mushrooming of so-called convs
schools and English medium schools eve
villages, the local government-run schoq
became passe.Something else also followed t
changes: a dialogue between science educd
and the humanities was slowly lost. So, we
brilliant scientists who never regarded history
literature with respect, and on the other hand,
historians.

Creating an enabling Al ecosystem is the big challenge for India

It's the right time to empower the youth with skill sets which will help them navigate the Al boom

L bans and regulatory frameworks, extractios I
hmeontinued through loopholes, weak pa

is visible from space: denuded hills, depletg

- aquifers and rising dust pollutiaioking parts

Il of Rajasthanand Haryana, with spillover

'~ impactontheNCR.

'Srbompounding this damage is the entrenc
ining mafia that has thrived in regulatory grg¢

The DelhiAl Impact Summit has establishéudia as a
significantandaspiringAl power New Delhi hasbeen
able to articulate a normative vision of hawshould be 8 \
harnessed for the Iger global good — and this is a [Ofty s
vision. Our Edit and Op-Ed pages dissected the gains 4
the learnings from the summit.The summit's most
consequentiasilence concernedabour writes former
financial adviser IMF &\Vorld Bank Udaibir S Das in his &
Op-EdarticleIndia’sAl ambitionfacesstructuralimits.
Although its themewas ‘Welfare for all, Happinessof
all’, India'stechnologyservicesworkforce — roughly
5.8 million people — had no structured presence in t
summit'powerforums.

TheAl summitwaspartpolicy forum, parttechnologyand
trade expositionbut, ambitions must be temperedby
inescapableealitiessuchasenegy poverty and water
stress, writes former Foreign Secretary Shyam Saral
hisEditarticlelndia’sAl roaddottedwith challengesAl

2047, for which he has given lasting solutions so ths
India’s economy can become an engine of its own growt
— formmorelocal,cooperativeenterprisesiensetocal
economicwebs composedof small enterprisesjocal
systems; solutions cooperatively developed by
communities; use capital frugallgmong a few steps.
Formal, lage-scale enterprises are not creating enoug
goodjobsevenin developeaountriesheargues.

The bust of Edwin Lutyens, the principal designer of
imperial New Delhi, was replaced with that of C
Rajagopalachari, the last Governor General of Indie
inside RashtrapatBhavan.Can replacingthe bust of
Lutyens with Rajaji transform the institabhal ethos of
the space or merely alter the gallery of memory? ask
RJD MP Manoj Kumar Jha in his Op-Ed Cosmetic
changes wort’heal the nation. Decolonisation, if it is to
mean anything, cannotremain a ceremonialexercise
performed at roundabouts and renamed avenues. It mt

dependsiponimmensedata-crunchingapacitywhich travel inward into the grammar of governance and th

comes from high-end Graphics Processing Units . conscience of societyhe feels.When citizens today

(GPUs), he says. Compare the numbdise US is o . ) . . encounteran unresponsivebureaucracyor a coercive

estimated to have 1.5 million GPUs in operation, Chindat this is the right time to empower theulo and Rahul Gandhi could not escapeaccountability says gjicingsystemtheyareoftenencounteringheatterlife

has half a million GPUs, India has only 381000_Wh”@chpolchlldren with skill sets WhI.Ch W|I] help them seniorjournalistRadhikaRamaseshain herEdlta(tche of colonialrule,hewrites.

India seeksto play a significantrole in the global Al Navigate thé\l boom.The nature of jobs will change as Congress scaes andher own god. Raful either e ys has begun ‘major combat operationstan and

pursuit, it has a very modest capability and does not raHke need for dferent types of skills emges with new  overstepsthe unstatedimits of a convincingcounter graelhagaunchednissileattacksagainstran. DoesUS

amongthe top five Al-capablenations,writes C Uday technology Investm_entln b<_";15|c_ gducatlon must be campaign against the BdPfalters on facts due_to_a |aCkQave any right to overthrow the Iranian regime anc

Bhaskar DirectqrSociety for Policy @idies, in his Op- €nhanced along with a significant upgrade of  of thorough homework or gets the theme, timing anfjictate policy to it? asks ORF DistinguishedFellow

EdarticleIndia’sAl vision lofty, capabilitylimited. Yes, infrastructureOnly thenwill it be possiblefor thenext ~mode of protests wrong. In the IYC fiasco, the last factq{janoj Joshi in his Op-Ed article India's Iran dilemma

India is a major adopter & and the crowd sge atthe 9generation to deal fefctively with the problems and provedobehisundoingshewrites. _ _deepenamidwar talk. The developmentsighlight the

Delhi summit reflects the enthusiasnof the younger ~Perils of a future with Al, she writes.The spectacle On the other end of the spectrum is another viewpoiRiyntinuing Indian dilemma in relation to Iran. For India,

Indian demography Creating an ecosystemthat is Mmounted by Indiarvouth Congress activists at thé  where former Planning Commission member Arun — ran s the closest and cheapest source of hydoons. It

enablingandempathetico nurturingAl in thelongterm ~ !mpactSummitat Delhi’'s BharatMandapam signified  Maira writes in his Edit piec& blueprint for all-round 5 5150 the landmass through which India had hoped

will be the abiding Indian challenge. new low in the history of protestShe shirtless protest growth that modern economiescannibalise human develop multi-modal trade corridors to Afghanistan,

In her Op-Ed Equipping kids to fadé s brave new world, proved to be beneficial for the B&@vernment at_the societyto feedeconomi(growth.TheVik_sit Bh_aratgogl CentralAsia and Europeand investedin developinga
senior financial journalist Sushma Ramautiran writes Centre As the Congressnadethe protesta solo affair,  should be reset to make India a more inclusive society l?ibrtin Chabahar

jurisdiction of competent court and forumsin Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themsel ves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellerswho do not owe any responsibility for any damage or lossto any person, apurchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of thiswork. All disputes are subject to the exclusive

lisher and any employee of the‘ The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsiblefor any kind of |oss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Win the toss, win the match?

How dew will impact T20
World Cup semifinal in Mumbai

New Delhi. (Agency)
As the sun sets over thrabian Sea this
Thursday the floodlights of th&Vankhede

Stadium will illuminate more than just a.e 120 World Cup: Michael Vaughan has

high-stakes 202620World Cup semi-final . c o
between SuryakumaYadavs India and urged ll]dla to consuler playmz

Harry Brooks England.They will also . .
catch the first glints of moisture on the Kuldeep Yadav against England in the
outfield grass — the invisible protagonist 0

that has historically dictated the fate of 120 World Clll) semi-final. The
matches at this iconic venue.In the high- 1 :

pressure cauldron ofvdorld Cup knockout, former England captam bElleVCS
the toss is often a matter of tactical Kyldeep's record against England

preferenceAt Wankhede, howeveit is a . . .
matter of geography makes him a strong tactical option.

The Wankhede tdium is efectively a

waterfront property Its proximity to the New Delhi. (Agency)

coast creates a unique atmospheric #ap. FormerEnglandcaptainMichaelVaugharhas
evening temperatures drop in Mumbai, thegyggested that India should consider Instead, | would be playing the left
high humidity drifting in from thérabian ' pringing Kuldeepradav into their playing XI arm leg-spinner against this
Sea reaches its dew point and condensefyr the T20 World Cup semi-final against England batting lineup. We don't
rapidly onto the playing surface.For the England, pointing to the wrist-spinnets  know if Kuldeep is in form as he
fielding side, this transforms the cricket ball strongrecordagainsEnglishbatters. hasn't played. But him against t
into something resembling a bar of soandia has lagely stuck with a settled bowling England batters will be a good
Spinners lose the ability to grip the seam for compination ~ throughout the tournamentmatchup for India," Vaughan
relying on Varun Chakravarthy andxar said.However, Vaughan also
Patel as their main spin options, withacknowledgethatindiamayprefertoretain
WashingtonSundartried and shelvedover

the group stagesthe spinners have given change before a knockout clash.“But  pappen, but it would be worthwhile to playintroducing Kuldeep as a tactical change
ample support to spearheads Jasprit BumraBautamGambhir'shistory is to generally Kyldeep against this England battingagainst England.

- i i Jos Buttlerout f form: Bt
= Mohammad Amir says bad things about India 3 0iess W
to stay in the news: Kaif tears into pacer

England's sleeping giant
purchase, while fast bowlers struggle to

New Delhi. (Agency)
F I Moh d really not know that India would reach thebowler who wasresponsibleln thatover, JOS Buttler has built a reputation over thargeas
control their release. Conversefipr the| I'OIMEr INdIa batter Mohamme
chasing side, the wet grass acts as

semifinals? Of course, he knew that theheconcedenly oneboundarybutbowled —©One of those batters who can flip a game on its

¥aif tore into Pakistan pacer defendingchampionswould makeit. But  too many wides. His balls did not even landhead in a matter of overs.When he finds his
lubricant, allowing the ball to skid fothe - p = they say these things because it becomem the stumpaho got scared against that rhythm, the game can slip away from bowlers
surface and on to the bat with pace, makindflohammad Amir for making news.We mustnot give themimportance. USAteam and made his side lose the game® @ blur of scoops, flicks and towering hits.
strokeplay significantly easier under . There is no need for us to come down td don'thaveto saymore,”Kaif said.Inhis ~ That ability to flip the momentum of a match
lights.Historically the numbers at I ﬂammatory comments about the their level and reply he said on his concludingremark,Kaif alsoslammecdhe almostinstantly made Buttler one of Enyls
Wankhede tell a clear story:Ti20s overall, o o :
the team fielding first haé/ won 123 times llldlall Cl‘l(:ket team. Kalf SIammed

entire Pakistan team and Most dangerous limited-overs batters.In seven
compared with 92 victories for sides batting Amir, statinz that he said such

the country's cricketing Matches, Buttler has managed only 62 runs at
culture. He said that the anaverage of 8.85. Even more surprising is that

first. However this T20 World Cup has . -

thrown up a slight anomalyontrary to the tlllllES to stay relevant 1N the NEWS.

country was many years he has fallen for single-digit scores in each of
behind India in the sport his last five innings, a streak that hardly

traditional “chase-to-win” manual, teams

batting first have successfully defended

and lacked leadership in matches the reputation of one of England’
totals in three of the seven night games New Delhi. (Agency)

India need Kuldeep Yadav vs England:
Vaughan suggests big change for semi-final

and ArshdeepSingh.Kuldeep,
however has featured only once i
the tournament so faHis lone
appearance came against Pakist
where he returned impressi
figures of 1 for 14.Speaking o
CricBuzz, Vaughan said the left
arm wrist-spinner could be ¢
valuable option against Englasd
batting line-up."l would play
KuldeepYadav Kuldeep, over the
years, has had England on toast
any format. He has always been
bowler England have struggled t
pick. Do you needilak Varma or
Shivam Dube down the order

lineup.”

WHY SHOULD KULDEEP PLAY
VS ENGLAND?

Vaughans suggestion is lgely
based on Kuldeep' impressive
record against England id20
internationals.

Across his appearances against
England, the wrist-spinner has
taken eight wickets while
conceding just 77 runs from 12
overs, maintaining an economy rate
of 6.41. His variations and ability to
turn the ball away from right-
handers have historically troubled
Englands aggressive batting unit.

Despite those numbers, India have
preferred to continue with their
existing spin combination in the
T20 World Cup, using Varun
Chakravarthy anéxar Patel as the
primary options.\Wh a place in the
final at stake, it remains to be seen
whether captain Suryakuméadav

pack the batting. He sets TR0 teams where
, ou've got a real powerful insurance at 7, &nd head coach Gautam Gambhir will stick
their current balance rather than make a latgng 9. So what | am saying potentially won'twith their established formula or consider

key positions across its greatestwhite-ball playerseybig tournaments
structure. have a strange way offefing second chances.
played here so fain India’s tournament Former India cricketer Mohammed Kaif he Buttler now has the perfect stage to change hi
opener against the USA, the expected 200- called out MohammadAmir for his
plus fireworks never materialised; instead, constant badmouthing of the India

the hosts had to grind out 161, a total that Cricket teamAmir, who had earlier callec

"Why are we focusing on
him?The country is so far
behind in the sport — they
have no players, no solid

narrative when England face India in the high-
stakes semi-final at th&ankhede &dium in
Mumbai on Thursday The question that

eventually proved sfitient for a 29-run ~ Abhishek Sharma "nothing but a slogge

victory. West Indies then successfully @nd predicted that India would not reac

defended 196 by 30 runs against England in the semi-final of theT20 World Cup,  YouTube channel.Kaif also questionedWe dont have to respond to everything theWANKHEDE: WHERE FORM CAN BE

a night game, before later posting 254 faced strong pushback from Kaif a dayAmir's cricketing credentials, referring to say They cannot come to our levalhey ~ REWRITTEN

against Zimbabwe to secure a commanding @head of the India vs Englandpakistan's T20 Wd Cup group-stage have diferent problems. If we focus orButtler has good reason to believe a turnaround

107-run win. game.Speaking on hiéouTube channel, game against the USA. Kaif reminded fansheir comments, itis like we are giving them could arrive in the semi-final, particularly at the
Kaif said th%tAml{ r&w_akes mfla_mn%atory — and perhapsmir — that the Pakistan importance, and that is what they wap
comments about India to stay in the newpacer failed to restrict the USAthe Super anyway" he concluded.Pakistan” werf i3

Arsenal stretch lead at

top of Premier League

captain, no solid bowlgr naturally follows is simple. Should India still
nothing. Just let them be. be wary of achampion waiting for his moment?

— |

and should not be given the relevance thadver of that match by bowling a number ofknocked out of ther20 World Cup 2026
he so desperately seeks. Kaif added tha¥ides. Kaif said that a bowler who could notfrom the Super 8s stagghis is the seconc®

there was no need to acknowledygeir's  even win a game against the USAs not  straight World Cup in which they havd
. views on India or on cricket, as they did noiworth taking seriouslyThe loss they faced failed to reach the semi-finals of th™

as Man City falter
LONDON. (Agency)

Premier League leader&rsenal stretched
their lead over Manchester City to seven

come from genuine analysis"Didmir
points onWednesday with a nervy win at
Brighton, while Pep Guardiola's men were
held to a costly 2-2 draw by Nottingham
Forest.The Gunners have long been
favourites to win their first English league Mumbai. (Agency)
crown since 2004 but Pep Guardiola's meiNearly four decades ago, England silend
have loomed lage in their reaview  apackedVankhede &dium by knocking &
mirror.On a busy night of actioyrsenal India out of aworld Cup semi-final. On
drew first blood in the battle for English title  Thursday night, the same venue hoy
as Bukayo Saka celebrated his 300tenal ~ another chapter in that rivalry a
appearance with a goal in the ninth minute atdefending champions India take @
Brighton'sAmex Sadium.The England man England in the semi-final of the men
received the ball on the right before cutting T20 World Cup with the winner set td
in and hitting a shot from the edge of the meet New Zealand in the final.Few
penalty area which took a deflectionf of grounds capture the emotional extremes three decades later MS Dhanteam fell

against the USAn 2024 — it was the same tournament.

History meets high stakes in Mumbai as India
face confident England in semifinal

Wankhede tdium, a venue that has often
rought out his beshmong overseas players,
sakes knockout nere, e Sen%e Ohe s the second NGhEEEd . scoer at e
this heavy air of what if that led the iconic ground.Across 31 matches here, Bulttler
Indian camp to delay their training has scored 909 runs at an average of 32.46 and
session on matchday minus two. In astrike rate of 143.82. Mumbai has frequently
bid to control the controllables, the beenahappy hunting ground for him.
team opted to avoid the shadow of tH@ fact, his strike rate at the venue is higher and
lunar eclipse, taking no chances with his average not far behind that of Rohit Sharma,
cosmic alignment when the stakes area player who knows thé/ankhede better than
this terrestrial.OnThursday evening, most. It was at this very ground in 2022 that
theWankhede is expected to transform Buttler smashed a brilliantl of 65 balls for

of Indian cricket quite like thivankhede. short againstest Indies in the 201620 into a cauldron of noiseA packed and Rajasthan Royals to guide them to a thrilling
For millions of fans, it remains the site of World Cup semi-final.India meet England fiercely partisan crowd will gather in 15.yn victory over Delhi Capitals.

one of the spors'most cherished memoriesin the second semifinal at thankhede —anticipation, hoping the ground that oncgis T20| numbers in Mumbai also tell an
— Gautam Gamblis gritty 97 and MS Stadium in Mumbai at 7 pm ISThe match  delivered Indian cricket its greatest triumph'jo esting storyin six innings he has scored
Dhoni's unfogettable six that sealed thewill be televised on @r Sports and €an once again inspire the home 5 sc"s " 5 e G o S o show he
2011 ODI World Cup. Yet the ground has streamed live on JioHotstar in Side.3andinginindies pathare England — 2" otoh"toind a start here but has not yet
also witnessed heartbreak. Kapil Deside  India.History triumph and disappointment & team that has become a familiar opponent duced the Kind of defining inni thyt
saw their title defence crumble here in theare never far from the surface at this venudn the knockout stages of tHe20 World IprO ucel 1€ Kin ko efining Innings  tha
1987 World Cup semi-final, while nearly And as India prepare for another high-Cup. eaves a lasting mark.

; Suryakumar Yadav vs Adil Rashid: Ashwin
picks key battle for IND vs ENG semi-final

legs of goalkeeper Baverbruggen.
The home side dominated possession and ha

more shots buArsenal kept them at bay T20 World CUD: R Ashwin
digging deep to see out a nerve-jangling 1-0 - '
believes Suryakumar Yadav's

Mumbai on March 5.India headinto the
semi-final at the WankhedeStadium after
navigating a tricky Super8 stage.They
suffered a setback against Soihica but
bounced back strongly with must-wip
victories over Zimbabwe antfest Indies
to seal a place in the last fdangland, led
by Harry Brook, arrive with momentu
after an unbeaten Super 8 campaign in
Lanka.Their only loss in the tourname
came earlier at thgVankhede tdium
against West Indies.Speaking on hi
YouTube channeAshwin suggested tha
the battle between Suryakumar a
Rashid could shape the direction of t
semi-final.

will not work if they say ‘if only we had doneAshwin believes the contest between
that’. We just need a little luck.”India’s  Suryakumar and Rashid could be a decisive

batting has faced occasional challenges moment in the semi-final, given the England
against spin during the tournament.

spinnersstrongformin thetournament.
Rashid has been Englaadhost consistent
bowler in the competition so fdn seven
matches, the leg-spinner has claiméd 1
wickets while conceding 209 runs from
26.4 overs atan economy rate of 7.83.
Suryakumar meanwhile, has been one of
India’s key performers with the bathe
Indian captain has scored 231 runs in
seven matches at an average of 38.50 anc
astrike rate of 135.88.
Against spin, Suryakumar often relies on
sweep and slog-sweep variations to
disrupt the bowlés rhythm, though those

win."This was a really diicult one after
everything we've been through in the last N 3 X
few weeks, Arsenal boss MikeArteta told — hattle aqainst Adil Rashid could
TNT Sports."Every game in the Premier N
League ders you diferent things. Big  shape the India vs England T20
credit to the boys because thiogfthey put . r.
in is astronomical.Second-placed Citsho World (UD semi-final. The
have a game in hand, appeared to be on . .
course to stay within five points of top spot. former spinner feels India hold
But they twice surrendered their lead to
relegation-threatened Forest, whose battling the edqe at Wunkhede bUi
performance kept them out of the drop zone,
abovewest Ham on goal dérence.January must execute WE”.
signing Antoine Semenyo volleyed home “If we can chase 195 against thiest
for C|ty in the first half but Magan GIbbS- New Delhi. (Agency) Indies, we can do that against England shots have brought mixed results during
White produced a moment of magic to pulkFormer India spinner Ravichandrashwin ~ well. Their bowling is nothing special as the tournament.His familiarity with the
Forest level, backheeling home in the 56th has highlighted a crucial tactical battle aheaguch,”Ashwin said.“\* are playing in India, Oppositionteamshavefrequentlyusedoff-  \yankhede surface could prove valuable in
minute.That sparked a renewed sense ofof the ICC Men'§20World Cup 2026 semi- We are playing at the Wankhede, our  spin during the Powerplay to trouble India’ the semi-final. Having played several
urgency from City and they were back in final, pointing to the contest between Indiafavourite ground, so we have the edge. Butop orderandexploitthepresencef several geasons at the venue with the Mumbai
front just six minutes later after the captain Suryakumafadav and England leg- having the edge does not mean that we willeft-handersn theline-up. Indians in the Indian Premier League,
unmarked Rodri headed home Raysit spinnerAdil Rashid as one of the defining Win. No excuse will work, your battingSURYAKUMAR VS ADIL RASHID: KEY  Suryakumar understands the pace and
Nouri's corner matchups when India face England inbowling and fielding have to be on point. It BATTLE IN MUMBAI bounce the pitch canfef.
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Chahat Pandey On People
Romantically Linking Her To Rajat

Sanjeeda g

Shaikh

To Make Special Appearance In Yash
Starrer Toxic? Here's What We Know

“ 7 ash starrer ‘Toxic’ is one of the most highly anticipated films, and it will

release in theatres on March 19. The film features a strong female cast
including Nayanthara, Kiara Advani, Huma Qureshi, Rukmini Vasanth and
Tara Sutaria. Variety India reports that apart from the five leading ladies, Sanjeeda
Shaikh has also joined the film in a special appearance.
Sanjeeda Shaikh Joins Toxic For Pivotal Cameo
Sanjeeda Shaikh, most popularly known for her television roles, has been gradually
making her mark in the film industry and the OTT space with her impressive
performance in projects such as ‘Fighter’ and ‘Heeramandi: The Diamond Bazaar’.
Now, Variety India reports that she has joined Yash starrer Toxic in a special
appearance. While details about her role aren’t yet known, she will reportedly play a
brief yet pivotal character that serves as a crucial link within the film’s narrative.
Toxic marks Sanjeeda’s first pan-India project.Meanwhile, apart from Toxic,
Sanjeeda will also be seen in Ajay Devgn starrer ‘Dhamaal 4°, which is set to release
on July 3, 2026. She also has Netflix’s ‘Ikka’ alongside Sunny Deol and Akshaye
Khanna in the pipeline.

About Toxic
Written by Yash and Geetu Mohandas and directed by Geetu Mohandas, Toxic: A
Fairytale for Grown-Ups has been shot simultaneously in Kannada and English, with
dubbed versions releasing across Hindi, Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam, and more,
positioning the film on a global stage. Produced by Venkat K. Narayana and Yash
under KVN Productions and Monster Mind Creations, Toxic is set to hit theatre.
March 19, 2026. It will lock horns at the box office with Ranveer Singh sta
Dhurandhar 2, which is also set to release theatrically on the same date.
The teaser of Toxic was released by the makers recently. The response to the tease
been electric and explosive, with the asset trending on YouTube in 9 countries,
with India, underlining the film’s massive global pull. The Toxic teaser rey
massive, cinematic world that is both vibrant and brutal. Moving from &
setting to an East Asian-inspired backdrop, the story spans different time
with a dark, edgy atmosphere. At the centre of this cinematic storm stands
Star Yash, undergoing a transformation that is nothing short of a total rein
His physical evolution serves as one of the film’s most powerful state
showcasing a range of appearances—from a lean, agile silhouette to agihat
battle-hardened physique —all forged through relentless discipline.

-

ctor Taapsee Pannu has never been one to shy

away from uncomfortable conversations.

And this time, she is candidly addressing the
way women’s bodies are framed on screen whether
in South Indian films or in Hindi cinema.

In a recent interaction with ]
Shubhankar Mishra, the
actress reacted to the long-
standing perception that
song sequences in Bhojpuri
and South Indian cinema pm
often emphasise the navel.
Responding to the
observation, she said, “I am
also trying to understand. It’s
not that item songs in Hindi
cinema don’t focus on it, but
it’s not as much as in South
Cinema. Hindi cinema is
more about cleavage.”

Pannu, who began her career in
Telugu and Tamil films
before transitioning to Bollywood, also spoke about

certain behind-the-scenes practices she

encountered during her early years in the industry.

She revealed that actresses in some South films are

frequently instructed to wear padded bras for song

hoots.

cribing how such directions are typically

nveyed, she questioned the indirect

munication chain on set — from the director to
assistant director, then to the styling team,
ing to hair and wardrobe departments before

i
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' Taapsee Pannu

On Navel Obsession In Songs: 'It's Not
As Much As In South Cinema’

finally reaching the actress. She underlined how
awkward these situations can become.

She elaborated, “Imagine how embarrassing it would
be. You’re shooting a song, someone gets up in the
middle, walks off, everyone knows exactly what’s

happening. All the men are sitting there, watching
what looks different when you come back."

Before establishing herself in Hindi cinema, Pannu
made her acting debut with the Telugu film
Jhummandi Naadam in 2010 opposite Manoj
Manchu. She went on to appear in several Telugu
and Tamil projects, becoming a familiar face in the
southern film industries.Her trajectory in
Bollywood shifted significantly with films like
Baby and Pink, which brought her critical
recognition and repositioned her as a leading
performer known for strong, issue-based roles.

Dalal: ‘Change Your Thinking’

o Wk

he 50’s recent episode showed a shocking

elimination day in the Mahal, with 5

contestants leaving the show. One of them was
Chahat Pandey, who was making headlines for her
growing bond with Rajat Dalal. Now, the actress has
opened up about her equation with Rajat and
clarified that there is no romantic angle involved,
and that Rajat is “like a brother" to her.

When questioned about her equation with Rajat Dalal,

Chahat, in an interview with Free Press Journal,
shared, “What can I even say? Some things don’t feel
good at all. When I stepped out of the house and saw
that people had linked Rajat and my name together, it
did not feel good. Because after Bigg Boss, Rajat
himself had made a video, which is still available on
YouTube, if you search for it, you will find it, where
he clearly said that after Bigg Boss, Chahat is like my
younger sister. So that itself makes it clear that there
isnothing like that.”

She further continued, and while sharing how

romantic music on their videos has changed the
perspective, Chahat added, “Then we met again on
this show, but people’s perspectives did not change.
They started seeing our friendship from a different
angle. All our videos, ifhe is hugging me or any other
video, if you remove the love angle music and
instead put brother-sister music on it, your
perspective will change. So this proves how social
media can be used in such a negative way. It is an
example of how social media can play a role in
damaging someone’s image.”

Calling this constant linking of two people without

their approval unfair, Chahat shared, “Taking
someone’s name like this without their permission
and without their acceptance is not a good thing.
Please change your perspective, change your
thinking. There is a good bond between Rajat and
me, which you saw in Bigg Boss as well. Even after
Bigg Boss, when we came out, we were shocked to
see what was happening outside because there was
nothing like that."

“Sharam Karo": Dipika Kakar's
Son Roasts Her For Forgetting
Wedding Anniversary, Shoaib
Ibrahim Reacts

elevision star couple Shoaib Ibrahim and
Dipika Kakar recently gave fans a dose of
laughter after their three-year-old son
Ruhaan adorably poked fun at his mother for
“forgetting" her wedding anniversary that falls on

the 22nd of February.

In arecent YouTube vlog shared by Shoaib, the actor

was seen teasing Dipika for being confused about
their anniversary date. Dipika who appeared
confused and forgetful was seen asking him
whether their wedding anniversary falls on
February 23 or 24. Shoaib continued to pull her leg,

further jokingly questioning how she could forget
their wedding anniversary.

Taking the joke a little further, Shoaib turned to their

little son Ruhaan and jokingly prompted him to say
“Sharam karo mama" (Have some shame, mom).
But little Ruhaan took the entire fun a step ahead
and to everyone’s surprise, said, “Sharam karo
Dipika Kakar," leaving both his parents in splits.
The unexpected response from the three year-old
boy left Shoaib and Deepika bursting into laughter.

Dipika later was then seen pretending to be upset

over her son’s remark, but the adorable baby boy
melted her heart as he walked up to her, hugged her
and planted a kiss, making her smile again.

Talking about Shoaib and Dipika’s love story, it

began on the sets of the television show ‘Sasural
Simar Ka’, where they first met and gradually grew
close over the period of time. The couple dated for
several years before tying the knot on February 22,
2018, in a traditional ceremony in Maudaha,
Shoaib’s hometown.The couple welcomed their
first baby, a son whom they call Ruhaan, in June
2023.
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Telangana man injured in
attack near Abu Dhabi airport;

parents seek safe return

New Delhi, Agency: A man from
Telangana suffered minor injuries fol-
lowing an attack by Iran near the Abu
Dhabi airport, amid the ongoing conflict
in West Asia, his parents said on
Wednesday. N Rajeswara Rao, a native
of Pothireddypalle village in Rajanna
Sircilla district, was injured in the inci-
dent, his father Prabhakar Rao said.

Rao, who works in the housekeeping
section at the airport, informed his par-
ents that he and several others escaped
with minor injuries.

"My son has been working there for a
year. He works at the airport. He sus-
tained injuries in the attack. He spoke to
us over a video call, but he is not show-
ing us the injuries. I want my son to
return home soon," Prabhakar Rao told
PTI Videos.

Rao's parents urged the Indian gov-
ernment to take steps to ensure their
son's safe return. A group of passengers
who arrived at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport in Hyderabad
from Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, said they did
not face any difficulties due to the pre-
vailing situation in the Gulf region.

Pilgrims who had travelled to Madina
expressed satisfaction with the facilities
and arrangements.

Mohd Abdul Razak told PTI Videos
that his return to Hyderabad was
delayed due to flight cancellations.
However, he said the travel agency had
taken care of his accommodation and
other arrangements.

Divorce can't be granted citing
cruelty based on WhatsApp
chat without rebuttal chance

Rajnath Singh playsdrumson Holl
wishesfor 'peace, harmony' inworld

extended greetings to all
citizens on the occasion of
Holi and wished for happi-
ness, prosperity and suc-
cess to everyone.

In a post on X, PM
Modi said, "Heartfelt Holi
greetings to all my fellow
citizens. May this festival,
brimming with colours
and exuberance, bring a
shower of joy to everyone.
May every life be sprinkled
with the hues of happi-
ness, prosperity, and suc-
cess-this is my heartfelt
wish."

On the occasion, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath also fed cows
and calves at Gorakhnath
Mandir Gaushala, applying
gulaal teeka to them.

New Delhi, Agency:
On the occasion of Holi,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh showcased active par-
ticipation in the celebra-
tions at his residence, play-
ing drums, and putting
gulaal on people.

Many people gathered at
his residence in the national
capital to celebrate the festi-
val of colours.

Singh also extended Holi
greetings to the people,
wishing for peace and har-
mony in the world.

Speaking to reporters, he
said, "Heartfelt greetings of
Holi to all the countrymen.
May peace be established
throughout the world. May
everyone live in peace and
harmony. These are my

Oxford museum set to return 500-year-old
bronze statue taken from Tamil Nadu temple

New Delhi,
Agency: A 16th-century
bronze statue of Saint
Tirumankai Alvar, taken
from a temple in Tamil
Nadu, is among several
Indian heritage items
that are being returned to

Application & approval
process for access roads from
NHs goes fully digital

New Delhi, Agency: People seek-
ing access roads from National Highways
(NHs) for fuel stations, wayside ameni-
ties, industries, private properties and
rest area complexes won't need to visit
govt offices to get an NOC anymore. They
will be able to apply online and get the
approval without any physical interface
with the system. Road transport minister
Nitin Gadkari has launched a new one-
stop digital platform - - to process all
such applications. The portal can also be
used by govt and private entities to
obtain permissions for laying utilities
such as water pipelines, gas pipelines,
optical fibre cables, electrical lines and
other services along or across NHs.

Minister
Modi also

Prime
Narendra

heartfelt wishes on the holy
festival of Holi."

Cop injured, police vehicle dam-
aged after drunk man's ruckus
leads to stone-pelting in UP

New Delhi, Agency: A drunk youth created a ruckus
at Hadha town in Uttar Pradesh that led to locals pelting
stones at police who went to the spot to control the situa-
tion, officials said on Thursday.

A policeman sustained injuries and the windshield of a
police vehicle was damaged in Unnao district on
Wednesday evening, they said.

replica had replaced
the original bronze.
The Indian High
Commissioner then
made a formal claim
for return of the
bronze on 3 March
2020. At request of

India from the UK. Archaeqloglcal Survey According to Circle Officer (Bighapur) Madhup Nath
to spouse: HC The _Ashmolean of India (ASI), the Mishra, the Achalganj police received information that a
i . Museum in  Oxford museum commis- youth identified as Ankit was allegedly abusing people in an
New Delhi, Agency: Divorce can- | acquired the 57.5cm tall ] i ] sioned metal analysis inebriated state and causing disturbance in the areas.
not be granted on grounds of alleged | statue of the South temple in Thadikombu, a vil- of the bronze and sub- A police team reached the spot and tried to pacify the

cruelty merely based on WhatsApp chats | Indian Hindu saint in good lage in Tamil Nadu. This made mitted results to inform a

without giving the spouse a chance to
rebut, the Bombay High Court has said.

A bench of Justices Bharati Dangre
and Manjusha Deshpande last week
quashed an order passed by the Nashik
district family court allowing an applica-
tion filed by a man seeking divorce from
his wife on grounds of cruelty. The
woman moved the high court, challeng-
ing the family court order claiming that
the same was passed ex-parte and with-
out giving her an opportunity to oppose
or put forth her arguments.

The family court, in its May 2025
order, relied on a WhatsApp chat sub-
mitted by the man in which the woman
demanded that they shift from Nashik to
Pune to live separately, and also in
which she allegedly made derogatory
comments against her mother-in-law
and sister-in-law. The family court
noted that the wife had used pressure
tactics, emotional blackmail and intem-
perate language in the WhatsApp chat
and held that cruelty was meted against
the husband and hence he was entitled
to divorce.

The high court, in its order, noted
that the family court failed to give an
opportunity to the wife to rebut the evi-
dence (WhatsApp chats) submitted by
the husband. "Merely relying on the
WhatsApp chat, the divorce decree can-
not be granted, since it is not proved by
leading evidence," the HC said.

'Father didn't know minor son
took car', says court, grants bail

to businessman in accident case

New Delhi, Agency: A Mumbai
court has granted bail to a businessman
arrested in connection with a fatal car
accident caused by his minor son, noting
that prima facie the father had no
knowledge of the boy taking out the
vehicle for a drive.

Additional Sessions Judge R M
Jadhav on Wednesday allowed his bail
on a bond of Rs 50,000 and mainly
relied on the statement of a watchman of
the building where the businessman
resides while granting him relief. The
accident occurred on February 5 near
Somaiya College in Mumbai's Ghatkopar
area. As per police, the minor son of the
businessman was driving a Kia Seltos
when it collided with a scooter, leading
to the death of its rider Dhrumil Patel.
The deceased victim's wife Meenal, who
was riding pillion, suffered grievous
injuries in the crash.

The boy's father was arrested on
February 10 and booked wunder
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita provisions
related to rash driving, culpable homi-
cide not amounting to murder, act
endangering life and safety of others, as
well as relevant sections of the Motor
Vehicles Act. The accused, through his
advocate Manish Singh, had argued in
the court that he was neither present at
the accident spot nor driving the vehicle
at the relevant time. The businessman
claimed he had no knowledge of his son
taking the vehicle on the day of the acci-
dent and was not responsible for the
fatal crash..

faith in 1967 and had it on dis-
play. According to Sotheby's, it
was sold to the museum by the
private collector, Dr J R
Belmont (1886-1981). There is
no information on how it
entered his collection.
However, in Nov 2019, a
French scholar alerted the
University of Oxford museum
to research indicating that a
photograph of the bronze had
been taken in 1957 in the tem-
ple of Soundarrajaperumal

the museum aware that its

report on its provenance.

youth but he reportedly entered into an argument with the

provenance was unclear, so the
museum decided to investigate.

Although no formal claim
had been made, the Ashmolean
wrote to the Indian High
Commission on 16 Dec 2019,
requesting further information
and indicating the museum's
willingness to discuss its possi-
ble return.

On 11 Feb 2020 a temple
executive officer filed a police
report noting that a modern

Dr

West Asia crisis: 38 Indian ships
stuck in Persian Gulf; 3 sailors dead

NEW DELHI/MUMBALI,
Agency: Thirty-eight Indian
flagged ships, mostly carrying
crude and LNG with nearly 1,100
seafarers, were stuck in the
Persian Gulf on Tuesday amid
the conflict in West Asia.

Shipping authorities here also
confirmed the death of three
Indian sailors and injury to one
on board foreign-flagged vessels
n "attacks" off the Oman port.

There are around 23,000
Indian seafarers on different
ships in the conflict-hit region at
any given time and their safety
remains the government's priori-
ty, officials said. India is the third
largest supplier of seafarers after
the Philippines and China.

ik containers stuck at
Indian ports amid West Asia
crisis:  Shipping minister
Sarbananda Sonowal chaired a
review meeting on Tuesday and
directed officials, including DG
Shipping, to take steps to ensure

the safety and welfare of Indian
seafarers as well as the security of
maritime assets. "There have
been no confirmed instances of
casualty, detention or boarding
involving Indian-flagged ves-
sels," DG Shipping said in a state-
ment.

The minister and officials
were briefed by DG Shipping on
the situation in the region, and
on the status of Indian flagged
ships and Indian seafarers.
Officials informed the ministry
that 24 ships are stranded west of
Strait of Hormuz and another 14
in the east of the strait.

Director of the Ashmolean

Xa Sturgis said: "The

Ashmolean is pleased to see this
important object returned to
India and we are grateful to the
Indian authorities and scholars
who have helped establish its
provenance. The museum and
University of Oxford are com-
mitted to ethical collections
practices
research into our collections,
their origins and history."

and continued

policemen, they said. Officials said the situation escalated
when some women present at the spot protested and began
pelting bricks at the police, leaving a policeman injured and
the windshield of a police vehicle damaged. Later, addition-
al police force brought the situation under control.

"The situation in the area is normal at present and peace
has been restored," the officer said, adding that efforts are
underway to identify those involved in the incident with the
help of video footage and local inputs. He said strict legal
action would be taken against those found involved in
stone-pelting and obstructing government work.

Police have also appealed to residents not to pay heed to
rumours and to cooperate in maintaining law and order.

Maharashtra transporters to launch stir against e-
challans; indefinite strlke from Thursday midnight

New Delhi, Agency:
Transporters across
Maharashtra have
announced a statewide
"chakka jam" from Thursday
to protest against e-challans
and other issues faced by the
sector, and an indefinite
strike from midnight.

After the last round of
negotiations held at the
Maharashtra Transport
Commissioner's office on
Wednesday evening
remained inconclusive, the
Maharashtra Transport
Action Committee (M-TAC)
said it would go ahead with
the strike.

According to M-TAC rep-
resentatives, transporters
will stage protests at Azad
Maidan in Mumbai and out-
side the Regional Transport
Office (RTO) premises in
other parts of the state before
going on strike from mid-

night.

M-TAC said school buses,
contract carriage buses, pri-
vate buses and commercial
vehicles, including trucks,
tempos, taxis and tankers,
would remain off the roads
during the indefinite agita-
tion. The transporters have
also threatened to bring their
vehicles to protest sites. Anil
Garg, a leader of the School
Bus Owners Association, had
said on Wednesday that
school buses across the state
would not operate from
Friday if the indefinite strike
happened, though their serv-
ices would remain unaffected

on Thursday.
Earlier this week,
Maharashtra Transport

Minister Pratap Sarnaik also
held a meeting with trans-
porters at the MSRTC head-
quarters here, but M-TAC
said the talks remained
unfruitful due to what it
described as "hollow assur-
ances" from the government.

Sarnaik had appealed to
the transporters to withdraw
their agitation, stating that
the government was positive
about cancelling "unjust” e-
challans issued to parked
vehicles and would take a
favourable decision on the
matter.

M-TAC said the agitation
was being organised against
what it termed "arbitrary and
excessive" electronic traffic
enforcement and the mount-
ing financial burden on the
transport sector.

Thave seen the missile": Indian woman from first evacuation flight recounts tense days in Dubai

New Delhi, Agency: An
Indian national who returned
to India in the first batch of
flights from Dubai after air
travel resumed has described
tense nights, emergency
alarms and uncertainty as con-
flict in the Middle East disrupt-
ed travel across the Gulf.

Saumya Khandelwal, who
had travelled to Dubai for
work, said she experienced
missile alerts and saw debris
during the escalation of hostili-
ties involving Iran, the United
States and Israel.

"I have seen the missile,
and we've seen this debris. And
then we've also seen, we've also
got alarms in the middle of the
night where the government
was sending us, the alarms
were blaring for us to go to the
shelter or to the basement of
the hotel and be there," she
said.
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"It was 12:13 in the night
and we get a huge alarm on our
phone and we had to rush to
the basement."

Khandelwal had arrived in
Dubai on Wednesday and was
scheduled to return to India on
Saturday, but her plans were
disrupted when airspace
restrictions were imposed
amid rising tensions in the
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region.

"I went on Wednesday and I
was supposed to come back on
Saturday. The afternoon we got
to know that the space is
closed," she said. Authorities
asked travellers to remain
indoors as the situation unfold-
ed. "We were asked by the
authorities to be in the hotel
and not roam around on the

streets. We were in the hotel.
Things were very frightening
over there. We were very
tense." Despite the uncertain-
ty, she said both local authori-
ties and residents extended
support to stranded travellers.

"The government was fully
cooperative and the people
over there are very warm.
There was full cooperation
from everybody around. They
opened their homes for the
people over there." The
Indian Embassy in the UAE
also stayed in touch with citi-
zens during the crisis. "We've
had calls, several calls that if
you need any help, if we need
anything, any sort of help,
they were there to help," she
said.

"I received about two, three
calls from Indian Embassy."
The sounds of sirens and mis-
sile alerts created a climate of

fear, she said. "I was very
scared and I thought that I
don't think so that I'll be able to
move out of UAE for next two,
three weeks at least." Her fam-
ily in India was also anxious as
the situation unfolded.

"It was just a four day trip
for work and nobody had imag-
ined that something like this
was happening in UAE."

Even as tensions remained
high, Khandelwal said every-
day life in Dubai continued
largely without panic. "Monday
the city was functioning nor-
mally. People were on the
roads, they were doing their
daily chores. The groceries
were open." "There was no
panic at all, which was the best
part. The cabs were running
smoothly, the hotels were run-
ning smoothly." She also said
hotels and airlines avoided
raising prices during the crisis.
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The Return of Handwritten
Lettersin Ille Digital Era

M iscellaneous

In a world where mes-
sages travel across conti-
nents in seconds, handwrit-
ten letters may seem like a
relic of the past. Instant
communication through
applications such as
WhatsApp and Telegram
has transformed the way
people stay connected. Yet,
surprisingly, handwritten
letters are slowly making a
comeback among those who
crave deeper emotional
expression and personal
connection.

For centuries, letters
were the primary way peo-
ple communicated over
long distances. Before tele-
phones and the internet,
families, lovers, and friends
depended on letters to
share their thoughts, feel-
ings, and life events. These
letters carried more than
words—they carried emo-
tions, memories, and some-
times even the scent of the
writer’s home. Today, while
technology has made com-
munication faster and more
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Green in Small Spaces

Rapid urbanization has changed the way
people live, work, and interact with nature. In
crowded cities where open spaces are limited,
many residents feel disconnected from the
natural environment. However, a growing
trend known as urban gardening is helping
people reconnect with nature even within

small living spaces.

Urban gardening refers to the practice of
growing plants, vegetables, or herbs in city
environments. Instead of large farms or gar-
dens, urban gardeners use balconies, rooftops,
terraces, and even window sills to cultivate

plants.

One of the main reasons behind the popu-
larity of urban gardening is the growing
awareness of healthy and sustainable living.
Many people prefer growing their own vegeta-
bles and herbs to ensure they are free from
harmful chemicals and pesticides.
homegrown produce also adds flavor and
nutritional value to daily meals.

Urban gardening also contributes to envi-
ronmental sustainability. Plants improve air
quality by absorbing carbon dioxide and
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convenient, many believe it
has also made it less per-
sonal.

A handwritten letter
requires time, effort, and
intention. The writer must
sit down with pen and
paper, carefully choose
words, and physically write
them out. This process cre-
ates a stronger emotional
connection between the
writer and the recipient.
Unlike a quick text message
that can be typed in sec-
onds, a letter represents
thoughtful communication.

Psychologists often point
out that handwritten com-
munication has a unique
emotional impact. When
someone receives a hand-
written letter, they can see
the writer’s handwriting,
which reflects personality
and emotion. Small details
such as underlined words,
corrections, and unique
writing styles make each
letter personal and authen-
tic.

Another reason for the

Fresh

ners.

revival of handwritten let-
ters is nostalgia. Many peo-
ple today feel overwhelmed
by constant digital notifica-
tions. Emails, social media
updates, and instant mes-
sages create a fast-paced
communication  culture.
Writing a letter offers a
refreshing break from this
digital overload. It slows
down the process of com-
munication and allows peo-
ple to express themselves
more thoughtfully.

Young people are also
rediscovering the charm of
handwritten communica-
tion. In recent years, social
media trends have encour-
aged people to share aes-
thetic photos of handwrit-
ten letters, postcards, and
journals. This has inspired
many individuals to start
writing letters to friends,
family members, and even
pen pals across the world.

The concept of pen pal
friendships, which was pop-
ular decades ago, is also
returning. Through online

releasing oxygen. In densely populated cities,
even small gardens can help reduce pollution
and create a greener environment.

Another important benefit of urban gar-
dening is its positive impact on mental health.
Gardening activities such as planting seeds,
watering plants, and watching them grow can
be incredibly relaxing. Many people find gar-
dening to be a therapeutic hobby that reduces
stress and anxiety.

Urban gardening also promotes communi-
ty engagement. In some neighborhoods, resi-
dents collaborate to create shared gardens
where they grow vegetables and flowers
together. These community gardens strength-
en social bonds and encourage cooperation
among residents.

Technology has also played a role in sup-
porting urban gardening. Online tutorials,
gardening apps, and social media communi-
ties provide valuable information for begin-

People can easily learn about soil prepara-
tion, plant care, and pest control through dig-
ital resources.

communities, people con-
nect with strangers from
different countries and
exchange handwritten let-
ters. This not only promotes
cultural exchange but also
builds meaningful relation-
ships beyond digital plat-
forms.

Handwritten letters are
also being used in profes-
sional and educational set-
tings. Some  teachers
encourage students to write
letters as a way to improve
writing skills and emotional
expression. Similarly, some
businesses use handwritten
notes to thank customers,
creating a personal touch
that digital messages often
lack.

Another important fac-
tor contributing to the
return of handwritten let-
ters is their lasting value.
Digital messages can easily
be deleted or lost in the
endless stream of notifica-
tions. Letters, on the other
hand, can be preserved for
years or even decades.
Many families keep old let-
ters as cherished memories
that connect them to the
past.

Despite the dominance
of digital technology, hand-
written letters remind us
that communication is not
only about speed but also
about meaning. A letter
represents effort, care, and
genuine emotion. It shows
that the writer invested
time and thought in
expressing their feelings.

In an era dominated by
instant messaging and
rapid communication, the
simple act of writing a letter
continues to hold a special
place in human relation-
ships. While technology
will continue to shape the
future of communication,
handwritten letters prove
that sometimes the most
meaningful messages are
the ones written slowly, by
hand.

world,

café culture.

outside their homes.

The rise of café culture
reflects changes in urban
lifestyles. As cities become
busier and homes become
smaller, people often look for
comfortable public spaces
where they can spend time
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The Rise of Podcast Culture

Over the past decade, pod-
casts have transformed the way
people consume information and
entertainment. What began as a
niche form of digital audio con-
tent has now become a global
phenomenon. Platforms such as
Spotify and Apple Podcasts have
made podcasts easily accessible
to millions of listeners around
the world.

Podcasts are essentially digi-
tal audio programs that people
can listen to anytime, anywhere.
Unlike traditional radio broad-
casts that follow fixed schedules,
podcasts allow listeners to
choose what they want to hear
and when they want to hear it.
This flexibility has made pod-
casts particularly popular among
busy individuals who prefer con-
suming content while traveling,
exercising, or completing daily
tasks.

One of the biggest reasons for
the rise of podcast culture is the
diversity of content available.
Podcasts cover a wide range of
topics including news, story-
telling, education, technology,
health, business, and personal
development. Whether someone
wants to learn about history, lis-
ten to true crime stories, or
explore motivational talks, there
is a podcast available for nearly
every interest.

Another reason for their pop-
ularity is the intimate nature of
audio storytelling. Listening to a
podcast often feels like partici-
pating in a personal conversa-
tion. The host speaks directly to
the audience, creating a sense of
connection and engagement that
written content sometimes lacks.

Podcasts have also opened
new opportunities for independ-

atmosphere,

temporary workspace.

socialize,

time together.
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Cafés offer a unique envi-
ronment that combines relax-
ation with productivity. Many
cafés provide free Wi-Fi, com-
fortable seating, and a calm
making them
ideal for students, freelancers,
and professionals who need a

For young people, cafés are
also important social spaces.
Meeting friends at a café has
become a common way to
celebrate special
occasions, or simply spend
The casual
atmosphere allows people to
have conversations without
the formality of traditional
restaurants. Café culture is

ent creators. Unlike traditional
media industries that require sig-
nificant funding and infrastruc-
ture, podcasts can be produced
with relatively simple equip-
ment. A microphone, recording
software, and an internet con-
nection are often enough to start
a podcast channel.

This accessibility has allowed
many individuals to share their
expertise, opinions, and stories
with global audiences. As a
result, podcast creators have
become influential voices in
fields such as entrepreneurship,
education, and entertainment.

Businesses and brands have
also recognized the potential of
podcasts as marketing tools.
Many companies now sponsor
podcast episodes or create their
own branded podcasts to connect
with customers. This form of
marketing feels less intrusive
than traditional advertisements
and often builds stronger trust
with audiences.

Educational institutions are
also using podcasts as learning
tools. Students can listen to lec-
tures, discussions, and expert
interviews outside the classroom,
making education more flexible
and accessible.

In India and many other
countries, podcast listenership
has grown rapidly in recent
years. With increasing smart-
phone usage and affordable
internet access, more people are
discovering the convenience of
audio content.

However, the growth of pod-
cast culture also brings chal-
lenges. With thousands of new
podcasts being launched every
year, competition among cre-
ators is intense.

The Culture of Cafes as
= Modern Social Spaces

In many cities around the
cafés have evolved
beyond their traditional role
as places to drink coffee.
Today, they serve as social
hubs where people meet
friends, work remotely, study,
and relax. Popular brands
such as Starbucks and Café
Coffee Day have played a
major role in shaping modern

also closely connected to cre-
ativity and  intellectual
exchange. Writers, artists,
and thinkers have historically
used cafés as places for dis-
cussion and inspiration. Even
today, many creative profes-
sionals find cafés to be stimu-
lating environments for
brainstorming ideas. Another
reason for the popularity of
cafés is their aesthetic appeal.
Many modern cafés invest in
stylish interiors, artistic deco-
rations, and visually appeal-
ing food presentations. Social
media platforms have ampli-
fied this trend, as customers
often share photos of café
experiences online.



