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why s Chinasient 0n ron | TYUMP says US, Israel prepared to sustain
ddan play. e e Iran strikes for four to five weeks

world. (Agency) . . -
. . A power inTehran following the killing of
China's deep engy ties with Iran are suddenly under  Trymp tells The New York ran's suoreme  leaderAvatollah Al

the harshest spotlight US and Israel p £rAy

€ harsnest spotlight in years as and Isrpeli Ti hat US, | | Khamenei, in a US-Israeli airstrike over th
strikes pushTehran into open confrontation and imes that U, Israel can weekend Among the options, he cited 2
threaten the oil arteries that power the Chinese . . it S
economyBeijing has condemned the attacks and sustain ST“keS for weeks; m%ﬂr(]eilcst:nglrlﬁl;tt%éhs)gqgraaétle?nxggfé?neés
called for a ceasefire. But it has stopped short of any offers Venezuelu-like

. > while the rest of the government remaine|
economic retaliation that could endanger the very newly willing to cooperate with the United

political structure make a direct
comparison challenging.
“Everybody’s kepttheirjob exceptfor
two people,’hesaidof theVenezuelan
operation,emphasizinghe U.S. goal
of removingonly the top leadership
while keeping the rest of the
governmentfunctional.He left open

enepy flows it depends on.Before dawn on Februry model for lran IeﬂderShiD States.“ The country has b ibili i

. - . y has been very the possibility of the Iranian people
28, the United ttes and Israel launched coordinated . . . substantially weakened, to put it mildly overthrowing their government,
strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities, missile transition while warning Trumptold The New York Times, adding saying, “Thats going to be up to them

installations and leadership compounds across
Tehran, Isfahan and Qom. President Doraldmp
labeled the assault "Operation Epic Fufsaming it
as a decisive blow after months of stalled nuclear

aboutwhetheror nottheydo. They've

H H that the Pentagon retainedfsziént forces,
Of DOSSIble (GSUG"IBS been talking about it for years so now

missies, and ammuntion globaly to
continue the assault “if we have taump they’Il obviously have an
S . . ; world. (Agency). (Agency) also claimed that US and Israeli strikes had opportunity’Trumpalsoindicatedhat
negotiations and mounting regional tensisrael's | |, telephone interview witihe Newyork  “knocked out a big portion” of Iras’avy  very good choices” for who could lead the  he did not considerGulf Arab states
parallel campaign, "Roaring Lion," focused on"wimes"on SundayUs President Donald including nine ships and the navy country but did not name them. He alsonecessary for US strikes on Iran, despite
degrading Iran's ballistic missile capabilities and 1., said the Unitedtstes intends to headquarters. He indicated that the cenfli suggested that Iraselite military forces, Tehrartargetingseverafegionalcountries
senior command structure.For China, the crisis is NOt 1, gintain its military assault on Iran for could result in casualties, but expressedncluding the Islamic Revolutionary Guard with missile and drone attacks.The
apstract. L “four to five weeks” if necessargsserting confidence that the military operationsCorps, might voluntarily surrender their interview conducted from Mar-a-Lago
Beijing buys more than 80 percent of Iran's oil expofts. 1hat sustaining the intensity of thewould ultimately pressure Iran into arms to the Iranian populace, a scenariapproximately36 hoursafter Khameneis
In 2025, that translated to roughly 1.38 million ,heration alongside Israel “wdn’be compliance. “Three is three too many as faexperts have considered unlikdiwmp  killing, cameshortlyafter Trumpreceived
barrels per dayccounting for about 13 to 14 percent jjficuit,” even as he acknowledged theas I'm concerned,” he said, referring torepeatedly referred to his experience imewsof AmericancasualtiesHe said he
of China’s total seaborne crude imporFtse exposure  jixelihood of furthermerican casualties. projectedAmericancasualties. Venezuela as a model for Iran, thoughvas about to meet with military generals
is substantial but not singulaChina’'s two biggest Trump suggested multiple, at time®n the question of Iras’future leadership, analysts note significant @&rences in and insisted that the U.S.-Israeli campaign

suppliers remain Russia and Sakiibia, and since o4 dictory scenarios for a transition of Trump was vague. He said he had “thre@population, military capability and remained “ahead of schedule.”
the escalation Chinese refiners have quietly trimmed

Iranian purchases and leaned more on discounte

St eepaatameae | sraqel hits Lebanon after Hezbollah | Blasts in Kabul as Afghan

called Tehran's retaliation "a historic strategic

S v, foamion & s s S | fire, expanding lran war govt says responding fo

pivotal role as a linchpin in China's eggrand PukIST(ln UTTUCkS
geopolitical architecture WestAsia.”Iran anchors a BEIRUT. (Agency) the ceasefire came intofett, usually east- bothHezbollahstrongholds.
25-year cooperation framework with Beijing sraeli forces launched strikes onsaying it tagets the militant group andHezbdlah's acions force the IDF KABUL. (Agency)

covering enegy, infrastructure and transport Lebanonincluding the capital Beirut ~ accusing it of truce violations.On (army) to act against it... For yc,urEprosmns were heard in tiAéghan capital Kabul on
corridors tied to the Belt and Road Initiative. g Monday the military said, after Monday a military statement said safety, evacuate your homes Sunday AFP journalists said, with theTaliban |
Discounted crude shipments, often routed through Tepran-packed militant group Israeli forces "precisely struck” senior immediately and move at least 1,000 government saying they were responding to aerial
complex trading channels, have given China a steadyezhollah fired rocketsat Israel in ~ Hezbollah members in the Beirut areametres (0.6 miles) away from your attacks by Pakistan.Apokesman foAfghanistan's

supply cushion amid@/estern sanctions. retaliation for the kiling of Iran's and another in the south.Lebanon'ssillage to open areas,” army | defence ministry said that "air defence strikes were
.. . supeme leacerAn AFP joumalist state-run National NewsAgency spokeswoman Ell&Vaweya said in a| ~carried outagainst Pakistani aircraftin Kabul”.
US 0ff|(| a I S Skeph (ul Of heard several loud explosions in staterert on X.Hezbollah | Months of cross-border clashes have flared again since
Beirut early on Mondayas the earlierclaimedresponsibility | Thursday whenAfghanistan launched anfehsive

for the rocket and drone along the frontierwith Pakistani forces hitting bac
attack on Israel, which it said on the border and from the skies.The renewed

A

Reglme Chunge In Irun Af'l'er Israeli military said it had "begu

striking targetsof the Hezbollah

Khﬂmenel Kl"ln terrorist organisation across was retaliation for the killing| violence came afteAfghan residents and fidials
g Lebanon".The Israeli strikes of lIranian sipreme éader | said troops from both countries had been battling
Washington. (Agency) followed rocket and drone AyatollahAli Khamenei in a| along the bordewith the fighting coming alongside

wave of US-Israeli strikes on  multiple strikes including the former US air base|at
Tehran at the weekend.It was Bagram.Earligrresidents in multiple areas bordering
also "in defence of Lebanon Pakistan toldAFP of fighting, while theAfghan
and its people, and in government said three people were killed overnight

Following the killing of Iran's Supreme Leader launches fronbebanon, théirst
AyatollahAli Khamenei on Saturdaymany senior| afttack on Israel claimed by
US officials remain skeptical that the US and Israeli Hezbollah since a November

military operation against the Islamic Republic will 2024 ceasefireagreementthat ( _ _ i
lead to a regime change in the near term. followed more than a year of wa response to the repeated | in drone strikes and shelling.North of the capital

Before and after the start of the attack, U.Sicials, |  Petween them.Hezbollah has - : - Israeli attacks”, Hezbollah Kabul, air strikes "hit Bagram air base", according to
including U.S. President Donaldrump, had| Peen weakened from conflict o ~ said. aresident whaFPis not naming for security reasons.
suggested that toppling the nation's repressiveW'th Israel, which it entered to support (NNA) reportedisraeli strikesacross An official from the group had toldFP | A second resident said “it was very strong, which shook

governing system was one of several U.S. goals, inHamas following the Palestinian the couwntry, including in Beiruts last week that Hezbollah would ngt the areaThere was smoke and fire coming out north
addition to crippling Iran's ballistic missile and militant group's deadly attack on Israelsouthern suburbs where Hezbollah intervene militarily in the event of of the airport", describing the dawn raid as "very

%)

nuclear programs.”l call upon all Iranian patriots who 1N October 2023 and the subsequenholds sway.lsrael then issued a "limited” US strikes on its backer Iran, - terrifying".The provincial spokesman, Fazl ul Rahim
yearn for freedom to seize this moment ... and takeWar in the Gaza strip.Israel has ca_rrled/varnmg to residents of about 50 townsbut would considerany attackagainst | MaskinYar, said Pakistani jets "attempted to bomb"
back your country Trump said on Sunday in a video out regular strikes on Lebanon sinceand villages in Lebanon's south andKhamenea'redline". the base, but there were no casualties or damage.

posted onTruth Social.But three U.S. fidials ® ® Pakistan acknowledged bombing key cities Friday
familiar with U.S. intelligence said therg serious L t T t I L E I U t I including Kabul and Kandahawhich is home to
skepticism that Iran’s battered opposition can topple a s o q U n q r c I p se n I Afghanistan's supreme leadebut has not
the theocratic, authoritarian governing system that commented on Sunday's strikes.

has been in place since 1979.N&aidls consulted ° The presence of security forces was boosted in central
by Reuters completely ruled out the possibility of the 2 o 2 9 I s C o m I n g To d a y Kabul on Sunday evening, with increased checksg on

fall of Iran's government, which currently is fted cars, anAFP journalist said.Late Sunday evening,

by key personnellosses from ongoing U.S. and Israeli . . Afghan oficials claimed to have retaliated with
air strikes and is deeply unpopular following a Melbourne. (Agency) is a reminder that we are part of aMarch 2026 strikes on multiple bases in Pakistan that caused
January round of extraordinarily violent On TuesdayMarch 3, the Moon will ~ fascinating universe. No speciallick on your state or country to learn "significant damage”, including in the major city of
repression.But it is far from likely or even probablelin passdirectly throughEarth'sshadow equipment is needed and it's usuallywhen the eclipse will begin and when Rawalpindi though’ there were no immediate
the near term, they said. creating a total lunar eclipse. Best of allpot hard to find the Moon in the sky totality will be visible.For Western| o, istani r'eports of such attacks."Any further

Reuters reported earlier that Central Intelligence AustraliaandAotearoaNew Zealand Tomorrow's eclipse will be our last Australia, anumber of locations are
Agency assessments presented t&thée House in are in a prime position to watch the chance to see a blood moon until 2029given becausehe eclipsebeginswith
the weeks before the Iran attack concluded that if sShow.This time, the edipse even Wh?n'r:W'” “n]?\']n the Neleearhl'n the the Moon below the horizoithe time
Khamenei was killed, he could be replaced by hard- Occurs at a reasonable hour - no need tearly hours of January 1.In this casepf the eclipsedependsonly on time e ) ]
line figures from the Islamic Revolurt)ionary éuard set an alarm and crawl out of bed at &t'l take 75 minutes for the Moon to zone, but the time of moonrise is C'\{Ir'gr']s;rf)( i?wf I?r?tfc?phcz-:‘ed?sqfsatr?geon X, with a video of a
Corps or equally hard-line clerics, two sources said. fidiculous time.OTuesday evening, a enter Earth's shadow - what's known asocation specific.Across most of \Bord Iy ﬁ :

dark shadow will begin to sweep the partial eclipse phasghis will be  WesternAustralia the eclipse begins | \Border clashes

violations of our airspace or acts of aggression|by
hostile Pakistani elements will be met with a swift,
decisive, and proportionate response," Atighan

" . " ; i ; ; Before dawnAFP journalists in the capital heard an
. across the bright and round full Moon. followed by an hour of totality when with the Moon belowthe horizon.As . . X ”
ReconSIder Truvel . US Once the M%on becomes fully the Moon turns red, and then anothethe Moon rises it will be partly in €xplosion followed by successive gunfire, with
R : B h : Q t immersed in shadavit will take on'a 75 minutes as the Moon erges outof shadow, meking it hard to spot, | laliban government spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid
aises banrain, warar reddish glow.Astronomerscall this the shadow and returns to full especially against the bright twilight Saying anti-aircraft fire was being shot at Pakistani
Ad . . A d I “"totality”. But with the ominous brightness.Since Earth's shadow is s@ky (noting that the Moon is rising as Planes.Drones were also heard byA&f journalist
visories Ami ran appearanceof a red Moon hanging large compared to the Moon, everyonethe Sun is setting).Howevgust give it| in the border province of Khost, while in Jalalabad
. large in the skyit's no wonder that on our planet's night side experiences aometime andthe eclipsedVioon will city -- between Kabul and the border -- ARP
(0 nﬂ | CT throughoutistoryandacrosscultures  lunar eclipse at exactly the same timebecome easier to see as it climbs highephotographer saw a jet. Th&fghan government's
it was seen as a portent of evil. InTo know when to see the totalitwe in the eastandtwilight givesway to deputy spokesman, Hamdullah Fitrat, said Pakistani
) W0f|d_- (Age_ncy) o today'sworld, thename'bloodmoon” only need to make adjustments fornight.The eclipse will start later in the fire had killed 36 civilians across mult@provinces
The United $ates raised its travel advisories for has readily captured public differenttime zones. evening across the rest Alstralia, | sinceThursdaywhich Islamabad has not commented
Bahrain and Qatar to Level 3 in the aftermath of theimagination.Vétching a lunar eclipseTotal lunar eclipse on the night of 3—4 with the Moon in the eastern sky on.

launch of US combat operations in Iran, citing
security risks and potential disruptions across the O ° ® ® [ ]
Middle East.The tate Department said it updated its I h I t tt k
Travel Advisory for Bahrain on February 28 “to I p r I Ces rl Se S d r p y CI e r O d C S I n
reflect that the Department authorized the departure
of non-emegency US government personnel and [ ) [ )
family members of US government personnel to leave eS'I' S q s 1' O q e e S
Bahrain due to security concernsC’he advisory. I I rU n r U
increased “from Level 2to Level 3.”
The updated advisory states: “Reconsidleavel to

: ? R 0 i enegy experts.Vést Texas Intermediate, Iran had temporarily shut down parts of thedayin April, whichwasmorethananalysts
| ngrzmhdu?éoltlerrprlsrg and armef(:]cor]lf_ll_ct. b (rude surges over 7A) Umld the light, sweetcrudeoil producedn the straitin mid-February for what it said was ahadbeenexpectingThecountriesboosting
t% edt %t &0 owmdgt e onset Ob ostl |§|8es hetwieﬁﬁu(ks on vessels in Strait of United Sates, was selling for about $72 amilitary drill, which led ol prices b jump  outputinclude Saudi ArabiaRussia,lraq,

the United $ates and Iran on February 28, there ha barrelearlyMonday uparound7.3%from  about 6% higher in the days that followed. the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait,

been an ongoing threat of drone and missilecat’ Hormuz; OPEC+ plans modest its trading price of about $67 on Fridaygainst that backdrop, eight countries thaiKazakhstanilgeriaandOman.
from Iran and significant disruptions to commerciat

A ) . according to data from CME group.A “ -fi i
flights.”The department also warned thaetforist| output boost fail to ease barrel ofg Brent crude, the intergnati(?na' Z%%%T)Ilypaosgisflfttﬁrogghgtli?erbgi!t cc)’fII
groups continue plotting possible attacks in Bahra'"murket fears standard, was trading at $78.55 per bari Hormuz, a vital artery for world
Terrorists may attack with little or no ZXZIRLZ TLHRS early Monday according to FactSet, ug i ' > trade, meaning markets are more
warning."Separatelythe $ate Department raised 7.8% from its trading price of $72.87 oy, concerned with whether barrels can

move than with spare capacity on
paper’ said Joge Ledn, Rstad's
senior vice president and head of
geopolitical analysis, in an email. "If
flows through the Gulf are

Qatar'sTravel Advisory to Level 3 on March 1, up NEW YORK.(Agency) riday, which had been a seven-mon
from Level 1, again authorising the departure of norfil prices rose sharply Monday as U.S. antﬁigh at the time.Higher global egr
emegency personnel and family members due to Israeli attacks on Iran and retaliatorylsts prices could lead to consumers payi
security concerns.The updated notice states:against Israel and U.S. military pore for gasoline at the pump and shelli
“ReconsidefTravel to Qatar due to the threat of armed installations around the Gulf Se”toutmoreforgroceriesand other goods
conflict.”It cited the same regional developments, disruptions through the global eggr {ime \when many are already feeling th... constrained, additional production
noting that “Following the onset of hostilities between supply chain.Taders were betting the jn,cts of elevated inflation.Roughly 15 e ; will provide limited immediate
the United $ates and Iran on February 28, there hassupply of oil from Iran and elsewhere in thepyjjjion barrels of crude oil per dagbout === memian o SIS relief, making access to export
been an ongoing threat of drone and missileckt ,'Xltitddllf Eﬁ‘St Wguldt frllow or grind tlo(? halt. 5004 of the worlds oil, are shipped through T * routes far more important than
from Iran and significant disruptions to commercial acksthroughout the region, INcluding ONha grait of Hormuz, making it the worlg’ . i
flights."The advisory further said, “The Fedefal two vessels travelling through the@t of  most critical oil ChOKGDOiH% according to 6;:9 part Of|éhebOPEC+ O(Ijl cartel anfnoungﬁgn expk(])?'gdrltl)nueg?#;‘?lfét%ﬁison barrels of oil
AviationAdministration (RA) has issued a Notice to Hormuz, the narrow mouth of the Persia Eneany. Tankers traveling through S1€Y would boost production of cru ; i

- > S i ieabili "Rystad Enegy. Tankers traveling through g, 742y The Oganization of Petroleum @ day mostly to China, which may need to
Airmen (NOTAM) and/or a Special Federaviation Gulf, have restricted countrieability 0 ihe sirajt, which is bordered in the north bygy ort% Coun?ries in a meetina planned 00k elsewhere for supply if Irasexports
Regulation (SAR) for the region, including Qatar export oil to the rest of the world. Prolonged”am carry oil and gas from Sausiabia, bef%re t%e e bégan e gitp e are disrupted, another factor that could

This is due to risks to civil aviation from political and attacks would likely result in higher prices k\yait, Iraq, QatarBahrain, the UAE and . -
military tensions in the region.” P for crude oil and gasoline, according to|r;xv_ It, Irag, Qata " increase production by 206,000 barrels pelicrease engy prices.
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Trump Warns ‘Big Wave Yet to Come’ as US Strikes
Iran’s Isfahan Nuclear Site

Washington: U.S. President
Donald Trump has warned
that the heaviest phase of
Americas military campaign
against Iran is still to unfold,
declaring that a “big wave” of
action is yet to come even as
fresh explosions were report-
ed near Iran’s nuclear com-
plex in Isfahan.

The warning comes amid
confirmed American casual-
ties in the widening conflict
and mounting regional ten-
sion. Trump vowed retali-
ation for the deaths of U.S.
service members, saying Iran
would face consequences, but
also hinted at the possibility
of dialogue with Tehran’s new
leadership.

The escalation follows a dra-
matic joint US.-Israel op-
eration that reportedly killed
several top Iranian figures, in-
cluding Supreme Leader Aya-

tollah Ali Khamenei, marking
a watershed moment in Irans
political and military land-
scape.

Operation Epic Fury Ex-
pands

Under the codename Op-
eration Epic Fury, the United
States has launched a broad,
high-technology  offensive
targeting Iranian military in-
frastructure, missile sites and
strategic assets.

Stealth B-2 Spirit bombers
carried out precision strikes
on fortified underground
facilities, deploying heavy
bunker-busting  munitions
against hardened targets. The
aircraft, designed for deep
penetration missions, struck
key installations believed to
support Irans missile capa-
bilities.

Simultaneously, U.S. Navy
warships launched Toma-

hawk cruise missiles from
regional waters, hitting high-
value targets hundreds of kil-
ometres inside Iranian terri-
tory. The long-range missiles
formed part of a coordinated
strike package aimed at crip-
pling command-and-control
centres and missile storage
facilities.

Advanced fighter jets, in-
cluding the F-35 Lightning
IT and F/A-18 Super Hor-
net, supported the assault by
conducting precision air-to-
ground missions and sup-
pressing Iranian air defence
systems.

In a significant battlefield
development, the Precision

Strike Missile made its com-
bat debut. Fired from the
M142 HIMARS platform, the
next-generation ballistic mis-
sile extends the US. Army’s
strike range and enhances
long-distance precision capa-
bilities.

The United States also de-
ployed armed MQ-9 Reaper

drones for targeted opera-
tions, along with the low-
cost LUCAS loitering muni-
tion system, marking its first
operational use in combat.
Military officials describe the
drone as a cost-effective tool
for modern asymmetric war-
fare.

Regional Fallout

The scale and sophistica-
tion of the campaign signal a
sharp escalation in West Asia,
raising fears of a broader re-
gional confrontation. Energy
markets have reacted nerv-
ously, and diplomatic chan-
nels remain active as global
powers call for restraint.

Yet with Trump asserting that
the “big wave” is still ahead,
the conflict appears poised to
intensify further, reshaping
the strategic balance in the
Middle East and deepening
uncertainty across the region.

trict.

logical challenges.

stitute’s official website.

Air Connectivity & Jobs Boost: Kumar Amit
Urges State to Revive Bokaro Airport, Set
Up Industrial Corridor

Ranchi/Bokaro: BJP State Working Committee member
Kumar Amit on Monday met Jharkhand Chief Secretary
Avinash Kumar at the state Secretariat, urgin for the re-
sumption of passenger flight services from Bokaro Airport
and the establishment of an industria corridor in the dis-

Submitting a memorandum, Kumar Amit urged the state
government to take special initiative to operationalise the
%100-crore Bokaro Airport, stating that regular air con-
nectivity would fast-track regional development. He also
called for setting up an industria corridor in Bokaro to at-
tract investment and generate employment for local youth.
During the meeting, Amit felicitated the Chief Secretary
with a shawl and memento, thanking him for initiating
the stalled expansion process of Bokaro Steel Plant and
expressing confidence that Bokaro would see accelerated
growth under his leadership.

Chief Secretary assured that the concerns raised would be
taken seriously and necessary steps would be explored.

BIT, Mesra Launches Jharkhand’s First
Interdisciplinary M.A. in Liberal Arts

Ranchi: In a significant academic expansion, the Depart-
ment of Humanities and Social Sciences at BIT Mesra has
announced the launch of Jharkhand’s first-of-its-kind two-
year interdisciplinary M.A. in Liberal Arts programme.

Structured across four semesters, the course blends humani-
ties, social sciences, digital systems and emerging technolo-
gies into a unified postgraduate framework. The curriculum
spans cultural studies, philosophy, sociology, psychology,
sustainability studies, information science, media, digital
humanities and Al-linked inquiry—aimed at equipping stu-
dentsto critically examine contemporary socia and techno-

Open to graduates from any discipline with a minimum of
55% aggregate marks (or equivalent CGPA) as per UGC
norms, the programme is designed to align academic depth
with evolving industry expectations.

Officials said the course will foster critical and creative
thinking while grounding students in ethical and interdis-
ciplinary perspectives. Detailed information on eligibility,
curriculum and admission procedures is available on the in-

‘Spoke to my great friend PM Modi, Netanyahu Praises
India’s Stand as Iran Missiles Strike Israel

RNS: Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
on Monday said he had a
detailed conversation with
his “great friend” Naren-
dra Modi, thanking him for
Indias support as tensions
between Israel and Iran con-
tinue to intensify.

Speaking during a visit to
Beit Shemesh — where an
Iranian missile strike hit
a synagogue and left nine
people dead — Netanyahu
said he personally expressed
gratitude to Modi for stand-
ing firmly with Israel.

“I spoke to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at length
and thanked him for his sup-
port, for standing with Israel
and for the deep friendship
shared between our peoples,”
Netanyahu said, adding that
Indians are widely admired
in Israel. He declined to
disclose details of the con-
versation but confirmed he
has also been in touch with
several other global leaders.
The Israeli Prime Minister
was seen inspecting the de-
bris at the strike site, flanked
by security personnel, as Is-

|

rael remained on high alert

amid continued missile
threats from Iran.

Netanyahu and Modi share
a well-documented personal
rapport, with India and Isra-
el maintaining strong strate-
gic ties spanning defence co-
operation, trade, technology
and robust people-to-people

exchanges.
Earlier, Netanyahu said the
joint campaign launched

by Israel and the United
States against Iran was partly
aimed at paving the way for
political change within Iran.

“That moment is approach-
ing,” he said, suggesting that
both Israel and the US would
stand alongside the Iranian
people if they chose to chal-
lenge their leadership. “It
ultimately depends on them,
but we will be there””

Since hostilities escalated
over the weekend, Netan-
yahu has repeatedly urged
Iranians to “free themselves
from tyranny, echoing re-
marks by US President Don-
ald Trump, who has called
on Iranians to reclaim their
nation.

Meanwhile, the Israel De-
fense Forces confirmed that
Iran launched multiple mis-
siles toward Israeli territory
on Monday evening.

Air defence systems inter-
cepted three missiles before
they could cause damage.
Authorities have advised ci-
vilians to immediately move
to designated safe zones
upon receiving mobile alerts
and remain there until fur-
ther instructions are issued,
as the region braces for fur-
ther escalation.

Tiny Stars Shine Bright at KIDDEN Playgroup’s
Colourfu

A

by Arun Pathak

Bokaro: The campus of
KIDDEN Playgroup, Sec-
tor 4F, turned into a vi-
brant carnival of colours
and creativity on Monday,
March 2, as the school
hosted a lively Fancy
Dress Show filled with
laughter and applause.

Dressed as superheroes,
freedom fighters, animals,
and fairy-tale characters,
the little participants stole
the spotlight with their
adorable confidence and

A :

imaginative costumes.
The event witnessed
enthusiastic ~ participa-

tion from parents, who
joined their children on
stage, adding warmth and

I Fancy Dress Show

charm to the celebration.
The programme was
graced by Chief Guest
Shilpi Parashar, Incharge
of the Primary Wing at
GGPS, and Special Guest

Sunil Modi, senior fine
art teacher and noted art-
ist. Both guests praised
the young performers
for their confidence and
creativity, while appreci-
ating the collective efforts
of parents and teachers
in nurturing talent at an
early age.

The event concluded with
the distribution of cer-
tificates, leaving the tiny
stars beaming with pride
and the audience smiling
all around.

Gold, Silver Soar asMiddle East
Conflict Deepens

RNS: Precious metal prices surged sharply on Monday as
escalating tensions in the Middle East triggered a rush to-
ward safe-haven assets, lifting both gold and silver to record
highs in domestic markets.

Gold jumped to around X1.68 lakh per 10 grams, while sil-
ver rallied to nearly 22.93 lakh per kilogram, reflecting in-
tense buying interest. On the Multi Commodity Exchange
(MCX)), gold futures for April delivery climbed about 3.6%,
while May silver contracts gained over 3.7%, underscoring
strong investor demand amid heightened uncertainty.

The spike follows a dramatic escalation in the Iran srael
conflict. A joint military strike by the United States and Is-
rael reportedly killed Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, triggering swift retaliation from Tehran. Iran
launched ballistic missiles and drone attacks targeting Is-
raeli cities and US military bases across the region.

The conflict widened further as Hezbollah opened a front
from Lebanon, claiming retaliation for senior Iranian casu-
alties. Israel responded with airstrikes on Hezbollah posi-
tions in Beirut and southern Lebanon. Since February 28,
multiple waves of strikes have reportedly targeted Iranian
military, nuclear, and leadership infrastructure, significantly
intensifying hostilities.

Retaliatory attacks on US and allied bases in Gulf coun-
tries have deepened fears of abroader regional war, rattling
global markets. With equity markets turning volatile and ail
prices reacting to supply risks, investors have increasingly
shifted funds into bullion as a hedge against geopolitical
and economic instability.

Market analysts say that if tensions continue to escalate,
precious metals could remain elevated, with gold and sil-
ver likely to see sustained support from globa safe-haven
demand.

Door-to-Door Push: Bokaro DC Leads Mass
Drug Campaign Against Filariasis

Bokaro: Stepping up the fight against filariasis, Deputy
Commissioner Ajay Nath Jha on Monday visited the Chan-
dankiyari Community Health Center and personally con-
sumed the MDA dose under the Mass Drug Administration
(MDA-2026) campaign, urging residents to follow suit.
“No individual or family should be left out,” the DC said,
stressing that filariasis is a serious but preventable disease
and that timely medication is crucia for its elimination.
Expressing concern over the district achieving only 89%
of its target so far, Jha directed health workers to intensi-
fy door-to-door outreach and ensure full coverage. He set
March 8 as the deadline to achieve 100% distribution and
instructed all departments to coordinate closely to meet the
goal.

Raju Barnwal Re-Elected JDU Metropolitan
President for Sixth Straight Term

Vootichy= D1 .03, 2025,
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by Suresh Pd Nikhar
Gaya Ji: In ashow of unanimous support, Raju Barnwal was
elected unopposed as JDU Metropolitan President for the
sixth consecutive term at a peaceful organisationa election
held Sunday at Karpoori Auditorium, Gewal Bigha.

The election took place in the presence of District Urban Elec-
tion Observer Nand Kishore Kushwaha and Election Officer
Pushpendu Pushp. With all 90 delegates backing his nomina-
tion, Barnwal secured another term without contest.

Observer Kushwaha said the sixth straight victory reflects the
party’s growing strength in Gaya and expressed confidence
that the organisation would expand further under Barnwa's
leadership.

After hisre-election, Barnwal thanked party leadersand work-
ers, calling the victory a collective achievement. He pledged
to ensure government welfare schemes reach every household
and to further strengthen the party at the grassroots level.

The programme concluded with Barnwal cutting a cake to
mark the 75th birthday of Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar, praising his leadership and highlighting welfare initia-
tives focused on women, youth employment, pensions and
sef-reliance.

ECR GM Chairs First 2026 PNM Meet, Assures

by Suresh Pd Nikhar

Gaya Ji/Hajipur: The first
2026 meeting of the Perma-
nent Negotiating Machinery
(PNM) of East Central Rail-
way was held on March 2 at
the headquarters conference
hall under the chairmanship
of General Manager Chhatras-
al Singh, with office-bearers of
the East Central Railway Em-
ployees Union (ECREU).

Before the formal discussions,
officers and union representa-
tives collectively recited the
Seva Sankalp Proposal, reaf-

Strong Push on Employee Welfare
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firming their commitment to
dedicated service for railway
and national development.
The meeting focused on rail-
way operations, infrastructure
growth and employee welfare.
Additional General Manager
Amarendra Kumar, Principal
Chief Personnel Officer Suresh
Chandra Srivastava, depart-
ment heads and senior officials
were present.

The General Manager empha-
sized that employee welfare re-
mains a top priority, highlight-
ing measures such as regular
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promotions, MACP benefits,
financial aid for medical and
educational needs, timely set-
tlement dues and compassion-
ate appointments. He thanked
the union for its constructive
cooperation and assured that
suggestions raised during the
meeting would be acted upon
promptly.

ECREU President Santosh
Kumar Paswan, General Sec-
retary Mrityunjay Kumar and
other representatives raised
key staff-related concerns dur-
ing the discussions.

Bokaro to Host Week-Long Mahila

Mahotsav from March 8

Bokaro: To mark International
Women's Day, Bokaro district
will organise a week-long Mah-
ila Mahotsav 2026 from March
8 to 15, focusing on womens
rights, dignity and empower-
ment.

Deputy Commissioner Ajay
Nath Jha chaired a high-level
virtual review meeting on Mon-
day, assigning responsibilities
to departments and stressing
that the festival must become a
platform for real social change,
not just celebration. The pro-
gramme will feature exhibitions
by self-help groups and women
entrepreneurs, essay competi-
tions in schools and colleges,
awareness drives, panel discus-
sions and felicitation of women
achievers. Special interactive
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sessions will address health,
education, legal rights, cyber-
security and career guidance.
A campaign titled “Congratula-
tions, You've Got a Daughter”
will promote positive attitudes
toward the birth of girls, while
a special drive will ensure pen-
sion benefits for eligible elderly
women.

Workshops on workplace safety
and gender equality will be
held in banks and industrial
units. A social media push un-
der #WomenOfBokaro and
#BokaroKiBeti will amplify
outreach. Aligned with the 2026
global theme — Rights, Justice,
Action for All Women and Girls
— officials said the festival aims
to translate awareness into ac-
tion.

Tata Group Plans Major Tech-Driven
Investments in Jharkhand

by Apurva

Ranchi: The Tata Group has
unveiled fresh investment
plans for Jharkhand, with a
sharp focus on advanced tech-
nology, knowledge-based in-
dustries, CSR expansion and
youth skill development.

The announcement was made
at the Chief Minister’s residen-
tial office in the presence of
Chief Minister Hemant Soren
and Tata Sons Chairman N.

Chandrasekaran.

Tech Upgrade & Industrial
Expansion

Chandrasekaran said Tata

companies operating in the
state, including Tata Steel and
Tata Motors, will transition to-
wards more technology-driven
production systems.

Plans include modernising in-
dustrial units, adopting cleaner
and faster manufacturing pro-
cesses, and exploring advanced
projects such as hydrogen-
based vehicle manufactur-
ing—moves aimed at reinforc-

ing Jharkhand’s status as a key

phasis will be placed on skill

industrial hub. development programmes to
Knowledge Industries & equip youth with industry-
Joint Roadmap relevant training and enhance

In alignment with the state’s
industrial vision, a joint task
force of government officials
and Tata representatives
will prepare a roadmap to
establish ~ knowledge-based
industries in Jharkhand. The
Group assured full coopera-
tion for long-term economic
growth.

CSR Boost & Youth Skilling
The conglomerate will also
scale up its Corporate Social
Responsibility initiatives, in-
creasing funding and expand-
ing outreach. Special em-

employment prospects.
‘Investment-Friendly’ Cli-
mate

Praising the state’s leader-
ship, Chandrasekaran said
Jharkhand is emerging as an
investment-friendly destina-
tion with a clear industrial
roadmap. Chief Minister He-
mant Soren highlighted the
Tata Groupss historic ties with
the state, expressing confi-
dence that the renewed part-
nership will accelerate indus-
trial growth, innovation and
job creation.
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PM chairs key security meet on Middle East
chaos, orders aid for stranded Indians

New Delhi.(Agency) |
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 55
Sunday chaired a high-level meeting
of the Cabinet Committee on Security
(CCS) to review the rapidly evolving
global situation arising from the
escalating Iran-Israel-US conflict and
assess its potential impact on India.
The meeting assumed significance
amid concerns for the safety of nearly ¥
9.7 million Indians living across the
Middle East. The government has
been closely monitoring
developments and initiated
contingency planning, including possible
evacuation operations if the situation
worsens. The meeting was held at 7, Lok

|
The Cabinet Committee on

followed across Gulf countries, and
voiced serious concern for the safety of
the large Indian community in the
Middle East.

It also reviewed problems faced by
Indian travellers and students due to the
crisis, along with wider risks to regional
security and economic activity.

The CCS directed all departments to take
necessary steps to assist affected Indian
nationals and stressed the need for an
early end to hostilities and a return to
dialogue and diplomacy.The CCS
review comes as the conflict in the

Middle East intensifies, with the US and Isracl

carrying out strikes inside Iran and Tehran

vowing retaliation, raising fears of a wider

regional escalation that could disrupt global
oil supplies and regional stability.

Meanwhile, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar has already spoken with
counterparts in Iran, Israel and Gulf nations,
urging restraint and emphasising India’s
concerns. India has repeatedly urged dialogue
and diplomacy to resolve the issue.

Indian missions in the region have issued
advisories asking citizens to avoid non-
essential travel, remain vigilant and stay in
touch with embassies. The Indian diaspora in
West Asia is substantial, including about 3.9
million in the UAE, 2.75 million in Saudi
Arabia, over 1 million in Kuwait, 830,000 in
Qatar, 662,000 in Oman and around 347,000
in Bahrain.

Security meeting, chaired
by PM Modi, comes as the
conflict in the Middle East
intensifies, with the US

and Israel carrying out

strikes inside Iran and

Tehran vowing retaliation,

Kalyan Marg, the official residence of the
Prime Minister.
The committee was briefed on the February 28
air strikes in Iran and the escalation that

Madhya Pradesh to hold first agriculture cabinet CM Siddaramaiah using State intel to
meet in tribal area, farmer sops on the anvil keep tabs on DCM camp

Bengaluru.(Agency)
The entire council of ministers will spend the day in the village, holding talks with intellectvals

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, who is growing
. o el . . apprehensive about Deputy CM DK

and farmers, along with an exhibition on agriculture and tribal welfare. o i
Bhopal.(Agency)

Shivakumar’s camp trying to garner the support

of more MLASs to give an impression that their
Aslew of key pro-farmer decisions will be
taken at the agriculture cabinet meeting

numbers are increasing, appears to have
of the Dr Mohan Yadav government in

decided to use the state’s intelligence
machinery to keep tabs on them.

the tribal-dominated Barwani district on

Monday.

After the DKS camp gathered for dinner at a hotel

on the eve of Magadi MLA HC Balakrishna’s

. . birthday, Siddaramaiah has sought minutest

The meeting in the details about the movements of

southwestern MP the legislators, sources said.

district’s Nagalwadi Now the state intelligence

village will be the department, which is under the
first agriculture
cabinet meeting of
the state government

raising fears of a wider

regional escalation.

The DKS camp had indirectly
claimed that around 40 MLAs
joined the dinner.

agriculture and tribal welfare.Following ~ An exhibition showcasing tribal
the agriculture cabinet meeting, the CM  development and agriculture-based
will interact with farmers and growthwill besetup atthe venue.
intellectuals. Housing a 6000-strong population,
During the dialogue, the government’s Nagalwadi is a predominantly tribal
village, where the 800-year-
old Bhilat Dev Temple is also
located. The village holds a
special significance in the
faith and traditions of the
tribal community.

After the meeting, the CM Dr
Mohan Yadav, along with his

prospects in 2028 Assembly polls.

Sources said Shivakumar’s fate even upon
becoming CM, will depend on the legal opinion
the AICC has been seeking with regard to some
pending cases against him, including a

CM'’s control, has been asked to
give him more updates every day
than the routine briefing, they

this year. . ‘ council of ministers, will offer ~ said. o

Importantly, the year = prayers at the ancient 1h¢ DKS camp had indirectly
2026-27 has been = temple.Importantly, the state f’l".“m;‘tihﬂ?t armﬁld 40 ML/?S
dedicated by the government is focussing on ~ JOMCC e AINNCL HOWEVEL, Only
government as / agriculture and allied ?fvi?efdt?:tgz dl\i/rlllﬁgstfrfgd};ad
Krishak Kalyan K activities in 2026-27. In the The faction had also sent feele?s.
Varsh’ (Farmer I B AN ! recent state budget, a massive . they would meet the

disproportionate assets case which Supreme
Court lawyer Kapil Sibal is handling. Fearing
that the BJP would harp on it, the Congress high
command is likely to make a cautious move.
The SC dismissed the 2018 money laundering
case against him in March, 2024, which boosted
the morale of the Shivakumar camp.

Welfare Year).

According to the state government’s
official statement, the entire council of
ministers will spend the day in the same
village, where a dialogue with
intellectuals and farmers will also be
held, besides an exhibition focused on

Kerala GM biasts US
"hooliganism’ against Iran,
slams 'rogue state’ Israel

Wayanad.(Agency)
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on

* 1.15 lakh crore-plus was
initiatives and schemes for the welfare of  allocated for the agriculture and farmers’
the state and its farmers will be shared,  welfare sector.
while suggestions, expectations, and During the state cabinet meeting earlier
views of farmers and intellectuals this week, the government had allocated
regarding regional development willalso  *10,500 crore for continuing five major
be gathered. agriculture and related schemes.

'Will ensure improvement of Delhi every year in air
quality, fransport, Yamuna': Delhi CM Rekha Gupta

Congress high command in Delhi after the
budget session.

Some of the MLAs, who were neutral to both
camps, told thatthey were in favour of a change
of guard, but wished that the party high
command took a decision that would neither
dent the party’s image, nor adversely impact its

Sunday alleged that the United States was
displaying "hooliganism" against Iran and
accused it of taking "irrational" actions that
undermine the sovereignty of nations.

Inaugurating the first phase of a government-
constructed township for landslide survivors
here, the chief minister also criticised Israel,
describing it as a "rogue nation" and a close
ally ofthe US.

He alleged that the US was leading what he
termed "imperialist aggression" against
nations it considered hostile and claimed that
such actions amounted to interference in the
internal affairs of sovereign countries.

Vijayan further alleged that attacks were being
carried out against Iran without justifiable
grounds and that even the country's supreme
leader was being targeted. The left veteran
also termed the US action against Iran as an
example of'its "hooliganism".

He said just as individuals are expected to show
basic courtesy and respect toward one another,
countries, too, are expected to conduct
themselves with a sense of mutual respect.

Stating that no nation can reasonably demand
that others adopt identical views or policies,
he said, yet certain states, backed by American
imperial power--with its vast flow of arms,
financial backing and a persistent appetite for
war--appear to expect this from the rest of the
world.

He sought to know what the situation was that
warranted an attack against Iran."The stand
being taken is that nations it (the US) opposes
will not be tolerated. They killed Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, whom that country regards as its
sovereign leader, at his home along with his
daughter, son-in-law and granddaughter," he
said."It is a mad act of American imperialism.
Joining them in all this is Israel, another global
rogue state," the CM said and urged everyone
to express strong protest against such actions.

New Delhi.(Agency)

In an interview on Sunday, Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta told Gayathri Mani,
Kaunain Sheriff M and Monojit Majumdar
about her government’s achievements over
the past year, her priorities and plans for the
nation’s capital — to make it clean, beautiful,
financially stronger, and more inviting for a
range of businesses. She also strongly
countered the claims and allegations of the
opposition AAP, and its leader Arvind
Kejriwal.

He knows that the Election Commission of

India will not hold elections just because he
says so. His statements are only to mislead

the public. The decision of the court is part
of a judicial process, it is not the final
decision; there is the High Court and
Supreme Court... We have seen so many
ups and downs in court cases in this
country; the fight for justice cannot end.

I’d like to ask those who claim to be kattar

imaandaar (uncompromisingly honest), if
your excise policy was so good, you should
have stood by it; why did you withdraw it as
soon as the investigation began? The
commission of private vendors was
increased by several times, the revenue that
should have come to the government went to
private parties... Why are there trails of

money laundering? Why did you try to
destroy 170 mobiles, to delete the data? Did
you want to generate revenue or to benefit
someone? You will have to answer these

questions.

Also, this is not the only case against Mr
Kejriwal, there are many others — relating
to classrooms, Delhi Transport
Corporation, medicines, mohalla clinics. ..
Has he gota clean chitin all of them? As we
look at the accounts of the previous
government, we see something every day,
there are signs of corruption everywhere. ..

You (Kejriwal) ran away from Delhi... Had
you been honest, you would have stayed
and worked for the people of Delhi. But

you took your entire syndicate to Punjab and

started working with the drugs and liquor
mafiathere... Yousold the country.

Excise policy case: What are the 5 key grounds CBI
cited to challenge Kejriwal, Sisodia’s discharge

New Delhi.(Agency)

In its plea before the Delhi High Court, the

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has
termed the trial court order discharging AAP
leaders Arvind Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia
— along with 21 others — in its corruption
case in the alleged Delhi excise policy scam
“illegal on the face of it”.The petition has
sought setting aside of the order and is
expected to be heard on March 9 by Justice
Swarana Kanta Sharma.

Some of the key grounds the probe agency has

cited while challenging the discharge order
are:

1. Trial court conducted a “mini-trial”
The CBI argued that the court dealt with

“separate limbs of conspiracy in isolation”
by “selective reading of the prosecution
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case, disregarding the material showing
culpability of the accused”.

According to the CBI, at the stage of framing

of charges, the trial court has to take
evidence provided by the prosecution at
face value “based on broad probabilities”.

Taking a cue from an oral remark made by the

court during the pronouncement of the
verdict on Friday, the CBI further pointed
out to the HC that the trial court spent four
months reading only the file of the case,
which, it argued, “shows that the
appreciation of the evidence, which
otherwise is not permitted at this stage in
such detail, is clearly not the exercise that
needs to be undertaken at the stage of
discharge.”

2. Trial court wrongly evaluated facts and

law in the case on a piecemeal-basis

As per the CBI, the trial court has “given its

own interpretation to various factual aspects
and statements recorded by (CBI) and to
documents attached,” while discarding “the
approver statements on absolutely untenable
grounds”. This, it said, “further reflects the
incorrect understanding of law” by the trial

court.

“The piecemeal reading of evidence to

disregard the conspiracy herein ought to be
set aside (by the Delhi HC) when the entire
chain of conspiracy stands duly
established,” the CBI has submitted.

It also pointed out evidence that the trial court

did not appreciate which, according to the
prosecution, establishes a chain in the
conspiracy: A GoM report, last in the
custody of Sisodia, that went ‘missing’;
failure to consider evidence of the Excise
department’s senior officials attesting that
no deliberation at all was conducted with
regard to policy formulation; relaxation in
turnover criteria for bidders from Rs 500
crore to Rs 150 crore to indicate the liquor
importer and distributor M/s Indospirits.
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Congress scores
another own goal

DEMOCRACY is inconceivable without disse
and protestsThese are not merely democrac
byproducts; they undgird the working of the
system and maintain equilibrium betwe
unchecked bedlam and authoritarian ordée
challenges manifest in the form of debates ¢
forced entry into th&Vell of the House, the use ¢
more robust instruments against the govern
such as a no-confidence vote, and demonstrat
— perfunctory or spirited — in the publi
space.Parliament and sta#sssemblies are
crowded with these manifestations that often
the mettle of a governmenithe uproarious
scenes that inevitably erupted each time
Womens Reservation Bill was tabled are the it
of parliamentary history and lor&he Bill was
finally passed as the 106th Constitutio
AmendmentAct or the Nari ShaktiVandan
Adhiniyam in September 2023, but the prelude
its passage was often marked by violence.

In the December 1998 session of Parliament,
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government made bg
to bring in the Bill, Samajwadi Party (SP)
Daroga Prasad Saroj tried to reach the Spéa
podium in the Lok Sabha and grab the papers
Mamata Banerjee, tiginamool Congress chie
caught him by the scribf the neck.

In March 2010, when the Rajya Sabha passedq
Bill (the Lok Sabha did not vote on it), eve
imaginable stalling tactic was deployed
leaders of the pro-Mandal parties: shatterilagg
tumblers, squatting and napping in tkieell,
pummelling and kicking the guards and e
punching one in the stomach until the protes
were outnumbered by security reinforcements

March 25, 1989, would be etchedTiamil Nadus
legislative history as the day when t
roughnecks of the DMK government assaulte
Jayalalithaa, then the Opposition leadand
pulled the end of her saA tearful Jayalalithag
left the Assembly vowing that if she returned
would be as the chief ministéiwo years down
the line, she unseated M Karunanidhi and clai
the throne.In the civic arena, perhaps the §
remembered protest was staged by the “Mot
of Manorama” in Imphal in July 2004rhese
women assembled outside tAssam Rifles’
headquarters to dare the personnel to come
and assault themThey protested against t
torture, rape and killing of a young woma
Thangjam Manorama Devi, an alleged iygmt.

The legitimacy — or lack of legitimacy — of theg
demonstrations can be interminablygued.
However the spectacle mounted by Ind¥outh
Congress (IYC) activists on February 20
Delhi's Bharat Mandapam, the venue of t
governments prestigious national an
international events, signified a new low in t
history of protests, although the last word has
yet been said on its justness by the political clg
The IndiaAl Impact summit, which drew worldg
leaders and corporate giants, was in progr
From the Modi governmerstViewpoint, it was ag
high-powered as the 2023 G20 shdwot more,
because the idea was to exhibit Ingli@adership
at the helm of cutting-edge technology a
innovation.Politically its importance lay in thg
governmens efort to deflect attention ang
discussions from a stormy start to the Budget
session that was overshadowed by the tri
India-US interim trade agreement. Other éast
were also at playThe Epstein files allegedl
enmeshed a senior Cabinet ministére summit
began on a series of false notes, thanks to |
logistics and later a Chinese robotic dog th
private university close to the presentregime t
to pass dfas its own and was caught otihere
was no way the PM could allow the event to [
dragged to the rock bottom of history

The “banian” protest came at the most opport
moment for the governmeriA handful of IYC
men in vests waved white tees wi
uncomplimentary slogans about Modi printed

Bookended by melas and fests

A mela suggests not a trade fair for bookish audiences and writerly stars, but rural harvest festivals. In India, the
traditions of the deadly-serious book fair and the entertaining festival have merged.

William Dalrymple recently sputtered likelit fuse on X x N e S i
at an “irritating and ignorant article” ihhe Guardian =, F¥EE ¥
that had asked why India has over 100 literaryivatst e
but low book sales and no culture of reading. Is |
because entertainments like Bollywood are included

bnt festivals?Why did Dalrymple feel irritated when the ™

bns argument about poor sales and low readership has b

around for decades?The article Ayrit Dhillon only 1

added the contrast between the smallness Of g

st publishing industry in India and the boom in literature =

festivals, led by the Jaipur Literature Festival th:i*_

]

€ Dalrymple co-founded. Shefefed supporting quotes
from authors, booksellers and publishé.of them
L, affirmthat the book trade moves slowbyt Indians like [l
a nice jamboreeThis rather harmless allegation bursjg
o like aninflamed boil.Blame the nanihe literature (or @
literary) festival is a British creature of post-wailgiss
en Provenance-the oldest is at Cheltenham, an anng
feature from 1949, and the best-known is at Hay-o
Wye, established in 1988, which exported the conc . ]
er - and the name overseas. In India, JLF adopted the forrge m
but in 2006, grew exponentially and encourage_“§
entrepreneurs with literary leanings-andanmisations H 2
which understand that literariness works like angel dug P \
he to get in on the gam&Vriting became performative.In
the beginning, there were book fairs, not literary (Kak Charitra). It5 a mixed bag, like a country mela,during a casual phone call, with no written record.
festivals.In medievalEurope tradefairsatcommercial  which is where it gets its Bengali name from-Boi Mela. Frameof referencelsomatterin responséothearticle
centredike Leipzig attractedbooksellersandprinters, A mela suggests not a trade fair for bookish audiences andlrhe Guardianwhich statedthatIndianprint runsare
who thenlaunchedbook fairs. The Frankfurtfair, the  writerly stars,but rural harvestfestivals. Theres the  low and that 10,000 copies make a bestseller (a fact in
biggest business-to-businedsook expo, is purely a Poush Mela in nearby Santiniketan, for instance, whekenglishpublishing),HarperCollinsindia CEO Anantha
trade fair for the sale of international rights. It lets irhighbrowandlowbrow minglein a strangelyuplifting =~ PadmanabhgpointedoutthattheMalayalarmovelRam
retail buyersonly as an afterthought.Interactionof  cloud of food, music, poetryrandicrafts, activism and C/OAnandhiby Akhil P DharmarajarandToo Goodto
readerswith writers and publishers,a hallmark of  pot. In India, the traditionsof the deadly-serioudook beTrue by Prajakta Koli sold 3 lakh and 2 lakh copiesin a
J literaryfestivalsjslimitedtotheweekend. fair and the entertaining festival have gedl. People year (analternative fact). Theontext: bothare young
In India, book fairs preceded literary festivalbe New who dont like this say it devalues booKEhe rest say social media phenomenonsnd Koli works in OTT
Delhi World Book Fair openedn 1972in conjunction that it brings more people into the fold of read€hese cinema. Of coursethey’'d have the numbers.Amish
with the Asia 72 trade showBoth were held at the areopinionsnotfacts. pioneeredhatstrategywhenheembracedligital media
Pragati Maidan exhibition complex, a classic designThe older allegationswhich startedthis thread—books promotion.
architectRaj Rewal that the presentgovernmenthas don't sell in India and thers’ hardly a culture ofBeyondEnglish,on which the spotlightis fixed, Indian
demolishedn arandomactof vandalismto makeroom  reading—musbeinconclusivebecauseinvariably, the  publishing is a vast landscape. If you consider sellers of
for BharatMandapam.Indi@ biggestbookeventis the  discussion is about publishing in English, which is aisedbooks-whooften participatein trade fairs-you’ll
InternationaKolkataBook Fair, startedn 1976,which  fractionof theIndianpublishinglandscape. Thevhole find the numbers climbing fagknd if you look into the
ut drawsover20lakhvisitors.It' saveryserioudair—rare  vista is very varied, from risk-aversepublisherswho  darker corners of this world where the pirates are silently
titles like Revelations of Divine Love by the 13thprint textbooksto offset speculativelossesin literary  at work, you'll find hoardsthat go uncounted.That's
centuryanchoresdulianof Norwich canbefoundthere  publishing, specialistsike Amitav Ghoshs publisher why, when no one’ looking, many writers ask the
(I know, | bought a copy)The fair also features literary Ravi Dayal and Vikram Seths publisherP Lal, and bootleggersat traffic lights how their novelsaredoing.
erntertainments like readngs amd discussons by idealigs runnng smdl presses, usally into the The pirateestimatecanbe morerevealingthanformal
prominent writers and publishers, and Kolkata’s ground.Besidesin Indian publishing, for every fact sales figuresA market with such varied cultures of
significant set circulate freely. So do phalanxesof theres an alternative.The industry formalisedonly  reading, and so many languages, styles and niches, can
pamphleteas sdling crark tredises proposng a recently and it is still normal for writers to submit abetreatedasa single,orderly entity boundby universal
€ geocentricuniverseor divination by observingcrows —manuscript without a contract and to hand ovgnts  rules.

& Breather for AAP: Trial court verdict vindicates Kejriwal’s stand y

s. Meanwhile, the ED has stated that its “standalone” money-laundering probe linked to the excise pohcy case is on a firm footing

FORMERDelhi CM Arvind Kejriwal andhis !
ex-deputy Manish Sisodia cari@fl to claim
themoralhigh ground— atleastfor thetime
being.Thetrial courthasdischagedtheduo
and 21 others in the Delhi excise policy ca§
registered by the CBI, throwing a lifeline t
the beleaguerelamAadmi Party (AAP). In
a scathing judgment, the court observed t
the probe agency’case was incapable ¢
porsurviving judicial scrutiny describingit as |
a speculative, inferential and devoid of legal
d admissiblesvidenceLeft red-facedthe CBI
has approached the Delhi High Court agaiii
€ the dischage orderindeed, the battle is only= &
half won for Kejriwal & Co.Alegations of e
corruption against th®AP top brass were the:
BJPS centralplank in the Delhi Assembly
n electionslastyear The safron party left no = -

=3

years, whileAAP finished a distant second.
Subsequentlythe young party has focused
largely on Punjab, the only state where it is in
power at preseniThe trial courts order has
presented AAP with an opportunity to
reconnecwith Delhi’'s electorateandreafirm

its anti-corruptioncredentials. Thgudgment
raises uncomfortable questions about
investigative overreach. The court’s
observation that the probe appeared tofokh
“predeterminedrajectory” indicatesthat due
process was given short shrift. Meanwhile, the
EnforcemenDirectorate(ED) hasstatedthat

its “standalone” money-laundering probe
linked to the excise policy case is on a firm
footing. However the legal sustainabilityof
the prosecution by the ED might face fresh
scrutiny if the dischaje in the CBI case is

them and alleged that the trade deal s stone unturned to convince the national £t : : === e . upheld by the high coudmid all the ifs and
compromisedThis was enough of a spur for capitals voters that Kejriwal’s anti-graft ' _ _ _ buts, the onus is on Kejriwal and Sisodia to
supporters to launch a pro-PM campaign and an stand was just a sham. Promising clean governance, the BJBgained power in Delhi after 26 long giveAAP anewleaseoflife.

anti-Congress tirade

Trade corridors can rebuild Punjab

«Punjab has been severed from the overland trade corridors that historically powered its prosperity.

PUNJAB was once India's economic paceséfiter Green embarking olongmaritimejourneys. satellite tracking and restricted goods lists. Transit investmentlusterselsewherePunjab'sesconomyleans
Revolutionsecurechationalfood suppliesandbuilt one Perishables stér the most: every added day in transitregimesfor third-countrytradefunctionin othertense ever more heavily on volatile agriculture. Outward
of the country's most#fient rural economies. High farm erodes quality and mamgins. Over time, this skews regions without compromisirggcurity migration continues.Apracticalpathforward lies in an

incomesfuelled transport, small-scalemanufacturing investment decisions towards coastal clusters with Across successive governments, there has been periodinritsarRajpuraeconomiccorridor. Amritsar India's
andcommerciahetworkshatrippledacrossiorthindia, shorter more predictable logistics.The impact is stark irecognition that connectivity underpins national  closesmajorlandgatewaytowardsEuropeanchorone
placing Punjab among the top statesin per capita agro-processing. Punjab ranks among Indids top strength.Atal Bihari Vajpayee'soutreachinitiatives end; Rajpura, a logistics node at major highway and ra
income.Dday the stategrappleswith stagnation.Soil  producers of wheat, rice and dailyacked by skilled reflectedan understandinghat economiclogic cannot intersections,the other This spine could host agro-
exhaustiondepletingwater tables,subsidydistortions farmers and an established base. Howetfeas failed to  indefinitelybesubordinatedtb politicaltension. processing zonegjrning Punjab'sroduce intaylobally
anddoublecroppingdominatethe diagnosisTheseare build a world-class export-oriented processing Manmohan Singh articulated a strategic sequence in whichmpetitivebrands;jindustrial parksfeedingmachinery
genuine problems. But they do not fully explain whysectonWWhen raw or semi-processedtput must andconsumegoodgowardcontinental
Punjab has fallen behind fasgnmowing coastal and endurelengthy domestichauls before shipment, marketsand integratedhubswith dry
southern states or why public debt has ballooned relatittee economicsof large-scalevalue addition near ports, cold chainsand warehousingo

to output.The core issue is structural: Punjab has bedarmsweakenProcessindgiubshaveproliferated, |§ slashturnaroundimes.

severed from the overland trade corridors that instead, in southern and western pdktstate with Besg Geopolitically it would position Punjab
historically powered its prosperifor centuries, Punjab the raw material scale to lead India's branded fq as India's northwestern bridge to
served as India's northwestern gateway to CeAsial exportsremaindockedinto low-valuecommodity Central Asia and Europe, plugging
and Europe. Caravans carried textiles, grains and othg@pduction.Manufacturingells a similar story northern indudry into internationd
products across the region, sustaining vibrant tradir@ustersin Ludhiana (machinery and textiles), supply chains. Think Singapore for
towns. The Partition and subsequenborder closures Jalandhar (sports goods) and Mohali (electr®n maritimeAsiaor Rotterdanfor Europe:
erasedhatadvantageThelong-termeconomiccosthas  compete in global markets that reward [Bien e a commercial gateway that lowers
beenprofoundbut underdiscussed.India'globaltrade and timelines. Overland routes to western markg costs, widens accessand generates
footprint hasshifteddramatically The EuropearlJnion  where feasible, routinely cut transit times cross-sectgobs.

is now its lagest trading partnewith bilateral goods and comparedvith seafreight. Withoutthem,northern Reopeningregulatedland routesis not
services flows reaching roughly $180 billionproducers absorb higher costs and greater wishful thinking; it is strategd
annually.The India-EU Free Trade Agreement, uncertainty while greenfield export investme pragmatism. As Indias ambitions
concluded in early 2026, promises to deepen ties furthliows elsewhere. extenddeepeiinto EuropeandCentral
with tariff cuts expected to double EU exports to Indialye results avicious cyclepoor connectivityleters . . Asia, leaving its most direct western
the early 2030s and save European firms billions imdustry; weak industry deepens agrlcultural reconnecting th.e sub_contm_en_t would preced_e W'dﬂatewa}dormanisananomaly
duties.Europearbuyersprizereliability, speedandcost dependence; skilled youth migrate abroad in search gggional integration. Prime Minister Nadra Modi has b, hiah asks not for special favours but for policy
efficiency in an era of global trade.North India ought t@pportunity;fiscal strainsmount. Connectivityis not a emphasised rebuilding regional linkages as acompon gnment match national trade goals with regiona
be ideally placed toapture more of thidemand. Instead, side issue for Punjab — it is the linchpin of revival. of India's growth strategyAcross administrations, the otential. Restore calibrated overland links, and
exporters from Punjab and its neighbouring states faSeeurity imperatives along the western border remain noHnderIylng principle has remained consistent: econom storically dynamicregion can once again becomea
built-in handicap. Goods must travel hundreds afegotiable. Modern trade corridors can incorporate integration strengthens strategic resilience. bridge linking northern India to continental markets anc

additional kilometres to western seaports beforeafeguards:digital customs, non-intrusive scanning, The cost of inaction is mounting. Northern manUfaCtu”ngecunng|tsownfuture|ntheprocess
stays tethered to distant ports. Food-processing

i
¥

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or

binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellerswho do not owe any responsibility for any damage or lossto any person, apurchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of thiswork. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forumsin Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themsel ves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the‘ The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsiblefor any kind of |oss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Rulayega kya pagle? Sanju
Samson's hilarious reaction to

' L]
Surya's praises
New Delhi. (Agency)
Suryakumalvadav's praise for Sanju Samson

went to a point where the wicketkeeper
hilariously asked his captain to stop or else
he would start crying. Samson played an
innings of a lifetime to help India get over
the finish line and make their way into the
semi-finals of th& 20World Cup 2026.The
wicketkeepeibatter broke the record of
Virat Kohli for the highest score in a
successful run-chase for Indialia0World
Cups, scoring 97 660 balls. He hit the

For decades, Jammu & Kashmir
flirted with promise without

sustaining it. Their maiden Ranji
Trophy title was no miracle, but

Not built in a day: The making of Jammu
& Kashmir's Ranii Trophy triumph

cricketin Jammu& Kashmir:seam-friendly "The main reason | would say is the vision 6The most significant changewas that we

pitches, fleeting promise, and seasons tha#lithun Manhas,'saidBrigadierAnil Gupta,
dissolved before spring. For over sixty  whowaspartof thatrestructurindbodyalong
years, J&K were the romantic underdogs ofwith Manhasand then BCCI secretaryJay
the Ranji Trophy.That changed on a
sweltering afternoon in Hubballi,
Karnataka. When J&K secured their
maiden Ranji Trophy title after

-

L

createdred-mitti wicketsin Jammu. When
our team used to go and play outside, they
used to struggle becausethere was no
Shah."He played cricket in J&K and he practiceonred-claywickets.Oncewe made

that change, the ddrence was what we
saw last year - in Mumbai, we saw the
result."

overcoming the eight-time champior

winning runs and on his way back to the Kamataka in the final, a watershe

dugout was arested by Sunvakamato - the product of structural reform,
took his cap dfand bowed down to him. Ina

video released by the BCCI, Suryakumar cultural reset, and relentless

¥
innings lead and a second-innings batti$
masterclass had turned the impossit
into a foregone conclusion.

The trophy was lifted in 2026, but the fire
bricks had been laid years eatlier a

was seen talking non-stop about Samsonje . e .

and the hilarious reply from the dlSClDlll]e. lt 1S proofthat
the clip. WHAT DID SURYA SAY ABOUT ambition, when emzineered
SAMSON?

moment unfolded.A 291-run first- = = -

radical restructuring that moved J&k- =

For years, J&K players had grown up on
green surfaces that rewarded seam

from a collection of isolated talents to a

wicketkeeper can be seen towards the end of
Suryakumar reiterated his statement ‘on Dmperlv, can ﬁnally endure. P A i I Ly

New Delhi. (Agency) promise and frustrationfalent emeged -

The snow-clad peaks of the Pir Panjal rang@arvez Rasool, Umran Malik, Vivrant
have long looked down upon a cricketingSharma - but the structure around it remaine

culture defined by what-ifs. On most winterinconsistent. Infrastructure lagged.

mornings in Jammu, the outfield wears a thirPreparation was regionaBAmbition was

endure it. For decades, this was the rhythm afommittee formed to rethink everything. A

Daniil Medvedev stranded in

thing is that the airspace is closed,
naturally" Medvedev said. "So, no one al

clear whether this will last long or fr

a4

al
players are also stranded in Dubai,

120 World Cup: Sunil Gavaskar,

Samson from after the game to start the
video and revealed how the wicketkeeper
told the players to put the team ahead of
everything else during the camp.
“I always say good things happen to good
people and at the right time. No better time, .
no better stage for someone like him to stepFormer wm'ld No, l Dam]l
up and give the team what the team ol L* 0
requiredThe moment he came into the side, Medvedev, alomz Wlth hlS famllv
| think the first thing that he said amongst : .
the group when we sat together was, let's dcand team, was stranded l.ll D“bal
something which the team wants, not whatgp Sunday’ a day after winning the
you want," said Suryakumar i 5
The Indian skipper refused to talk about the Dubai Duty Free Tennis
tough period Samson had as he was injan 0 0 0
out of the side and was made to bat in the hammonshms for l]lS 23rd career
middle-order However he said that ﬁTP title.
Samson played a courageous knock an
deserves all the plaudits.”In life, we've seen
so many things, so many ups and downs. | Bayamon. (Agency) f
don't want to take you back to what Former world No. 1 Daniil MedvedeV's title- |« &
happened in the whole yeaosing his winning week in Dubai has taken an
position, batting out of position, and then unexpectedurn,with the Russiarstar, his
coming back batting at the same position:"  family and his team stranded in the Unite
"It's not easy to win thé/orld Cup TheWorld Arab Emiratesafter regionalairspacevas reopening time."
Cups, the ICC tournaments, the games shut down following escalating tensions #},o 2021 Us Open champion said he hal
which you play in ICC tournaments are won the Middle East.The disruption came a daYsmained calm despite the uncertainty
by courageous people, and this was a after Medvedev clinched the Dubai DUWA\S strange as that sounds, on the court, I
courageous knock. FreeTennisChampionshipsitle, his 23rd very emotional, but in re’al life, it mig’ht
;:al{eer éq— ;cr%wq. '(Ij’h%taurlspa_\cetc_lli)sure actually help me to be more emotional
. [ ] . . .
Abhishek Sharma's lack of IO owe S te dm €d wmies airs I” ?s ON times - so, for me, everything is normal
a 3 ran (Im ?ur a};I]eavmg several p aylers Medvedev said. "Naturally've received a
form: His head is muddled, lén?bhe_}_o e?‘V‘?‘sCO‘J“"“ﬁd‘t’?ﬁeV told 1ot of messages from friends and famépd
il bl oishe fennis in russian that there 1S NOg\aryone is worried, but | can say for my
says Anil Kumble clarity on when flights will resume."The part that everything is fine."Several other
MEXICO CITY . (Agency) situation is unusual, but basicaltize only
Team India secured their passage into the
semi-finals of the20World Cup 2026, but
concerns remain over openébhishek
Sharma's form, as the young batsman was
dismissed for 10 6f11 balls, continuing a
difficult runin the tournament.
India vsWest Indies: Scorecard | Highlights
Abhishek’s struggles have become a focus of
discussion as India prepares to face England Kolkata. (Agency)
in the second semifinal following their five- Former India captains Sunil Gavaskar ai
wicket win over théVest Indies in Kolkata. Ravi Shastri on Sunday questioned the ng
The opener scored a fifty against Zimbabwe for a laser show during the drinks break
but once again failed to make the most ef hi the T20 World Cup Super Eights clas
chance in KolkataAbhishek has scored 80 between India anwest Indies at the Ede
runs in six matches with an average of 13.33Gardens in Kolkata.
and a strike-rate of 131.14. Speaking Ofhdia vsWest Indies: Scorecard | Highlights
ESPNCricinfo, Kumble said that thejndia were 53 for two in pursuit of 196 whe ™
opener's head seems to be a bit muddled afhe powerplay ended and the schedull#¥
break was takerTruth be told, the hosts
were in a spot of botherhaving lost
Abhishek Sharma and Ishan Kishan withou
much contribution. It was a high-intensit

minutes, leaving Sanju Samson and
loodlights once play resumed.

could have proved costiet, during the that the sudden change in lighting

conductedbriefly plungingthegroundinto
darknessThespectacléastedcloseto three

the moment and there is a clear lack of
confidence."The head is a bit muddled.
There is lack of confidenc¥ou want others
to take the pressurefand India have done

well. Now that India have won, he'll sa

need to start contributing. England will p)(;se".Amund RS 4 IUkh hGS been

adifferent challengéfhey also have Jacks. |  transferred to my bank
account for hotel, food and

don't see Harry Brook holding back Jacks.
He has bowled in the powerplap he bowls

other expenses during our
stay here, says Dahiya

couple of days agoThe bouts for men's
Greco-Roman wrestlers are underway ar
even they might have to change the
itinerarygiventheglobalcrisis.

good hotel near the airport,” Dahiya tdlde
New Indian Express frofirana.The coach
said theNrestling Federation of India (WFI)
president Sanjay Kumar Singh, former chid
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh and otheiaa-
) bearers spoke to him and the wrestlers a
New Delhi. (Agency) assured them of every possible help.
&Vomen's wrestling team head coafitender "Brij Bhushan sir even transferred Rs 4 lakh 1
Dahlya said all his wards are safe and haVﬁ]y account so that we can pay fo
been shifted to a hotel neEirana airport in accommodation, food and other necesse
Albania.As many as 16 wrestlers along with stuff here inAlbania.All of them personally

well," said Kumble.

'NO FINGER POINTING FOR NOW!

Former SouthAfrica captain Faf du Plessis
commented on the situation and said that
India's win will shieldAbhishek for nowDu
Plessis said that the conversation now will
be if the opener can turn things around in th
semi-final.The nice thing is that they won.
When you are winning, the guy that is out of
form gets carried by the team. If you lose,
there is fingespointing.A guy needs to take
the brunt of the loss. So, if India would have
lost tonight, there would have been a lot of
fingerpointing at him. So now there is at
hopeful outlook - can he do it in the
semifinals or can he turn it around?" du
Plessis said.

Ranking Series that began on February 25. ajternative flight for us through a tfent

— E—

e

- @ L -

= _____a b -2 D o

For decades, J&K cricket oscillated Wween Those changeswere both structural and

veil of frost. Fast bowlers love it. Batters cautious.The shift began with a sulHE RED MITTITRANSFORMATION

his family due to Middle East conflict

including fellow RussiansAndrey Rublev
knows when we'll be able to fly out. It's not Tallon Griekspoor Griekspoor withdrew

not."We're just waiting to see what happensnjury sustainedduring his semifinal win
in the coming hours or day$hey keep over RublevThe playersare scheduledo Sunday (March 1) was destined to be an ode to

%Gradually pushing back the airport SaturdayAccording to reports, he has
reached Indiakells and was scheduled to tgjent, like a biography with half its chaps

E'ractiseon SundayDoublesplayersHarri

rer(larcelo Arevalo are aso reportedly
stranded. Heliovaara and Patten had
pefeated Pavic andrevalo in the Dubai

With the IndianWells tournament around th
corner players, coaches andfiofals now
face a wait for further updates, hoping t

to theATPcalendar

slam mid-match laser show i

"You have a laser thing going drhis is the

uryakumar Yadav to readjust to the butinthe middle of the IPL, that is fine. But
atthe moment here, in thiéorld Cup, do we
contest where any lapse in concentratiBfth Gavaskarand Shastriraisedconcerns need these laser shows in the middle of the,
drinks break, at the drinks interval?"
three-minute interval, the stadium ligh conditions could disrupt the batters' fochastri echoed the sentiment, emphasising t
were dimmed and a laser show wagnd vision."The laser show during the two-impact on players' concentration.

and'a'_half or three minutes of the drinkﬂnd from the p|ayers' point 0fv|e\‘so switch
break it's not easy on the batters, or anybodyack on, is never eadys serious sttif"

"We are safe here and have been shifted tc

the support stafincluding Dahiya reached spoke to us and assured us all the help we .
the country to compete in the secontheededThe federation is trying to arrange anwhile Muskan (50kg) and Savita (62kg)

B f}" * 3 e .~ bowling. But championships in India are
e oA g ﬁ et g often decided on the grind of playing
P AT Yo W u’iﬁg o (L across diferent types of pitches.

J g A w %% 1y Exposurewas no longer accidental; it was
RO e . B engineered.”We backed the talent,"
v C“Atf:" ! ‘**293“-'5"# i Gupta said. "We wantedthe talentsto
Lt E —~ .Y . applythemselves."
PROCESS OVER HYPE

wanted to make some drastic changes." WhenAjay Sharma joined as head coach, the
framework was in plac&Vhat remained was

cultural."Amongthosedrasticchangesvas  mindset."l believe that behind everything

that we selected a coach who was not fronthere is a proper process," Sharma said.

tere We selected eaptain who wasot from From the beginning, expectations were

J&K. We =®lected asupport $aff team hat  explicit."Mithun Manhas also had a vision

wasgivencontinuity" when he brought me in as coach—he said,

brotherwe have to win the Rarfjrophy"

nd then came the most literal transformatiofThe ambition had evolved.

Du b arw ”-h The batter who came in from the

cold: Sanju Samson's night,
Eden Gardens' legend

New Delhi. (Agency)

History loves Kolkata's Eden Gardens. It likes to
be written on its haloed greens. It yearns to be
witnessed from its noisy standsid no cricket
match here is just a game-it is almost always a

om the Dubai final due to a left hamstring legend.

India vsWest Indies: Scorecard | Highlights

ndMirra Andreeva,aswell asDutchman

compete at the BNHMParibas Open in Sanju SamsoriThe ground was readyndia
Indian Wells, California, where main- needed to beatVest Indies in what was
draw action begins onWednesday effectively a quartefinal of the T20 World
Medvedev and Rublev are also slated toCup.The taget, 196, was a mountain. India had
take part inThe Eisenhower Cup mixed never climbed more than 173 inf20 World
doubles exhibition onTuesday Cup.Cometh the houcometh the man. But
Medvedev's partner iAndreeva, while that man was never expected to be Samson.
Rublev is set to team up withmerican SUCHA LONG JOURNEY

Amanda Anisimova.CanadiarFelix Samson made hig20I debut in 2015, a 20-year
AugerAliassime,who lostto Medvedev  o|d from Kerala with soft hands, a still head,
in the semifinals, managed to depart onanq a gift for the outrageous stroke. Eleven
one of the final flights out of Dubai on years laterhe had played only 5&20Is. Fifty-
nine.The number sits uncomfortably beside his

C ) torn out.He was repeatedly set aside.
eliovaara Mate Pavic,Henry Pattenand

oubledinal.

irspace reopens in time to avoid disrupti

Ravi Shastri

Sometimes to accommodate others.
Sometimes because of his own failures. He was

n Kolkata .
cast as a reserve in a squad that always hac

for that mattef Gavaskar said on someone else ahead of him, a name on the

commentary To get your eyes used to the /iNges of selection meetings. He was a player
light, to get the bright lights again, you Perpetually described as gifted, as if the gift
have darkness around you."GavaskaMas a curse, a prophecy standing between him
questioned whether such’ entertainmen@ind his destinile entered thisNorld Cup
was necessary during a globalsquad as the first-choice openghen two

tournament. things happened: failure and Ishan Kishan.
Soon he was the back-up opettlerust into the
World Cup. And for two and a half Xl only because oppositions had begun
minutes, do you need this kind of targeting India's left-hander heavy batting line-
er_ltertainment?ln the ||_3L, it's fine in the up with ofspinners. Even his opportunity
middle of the IPL. Not in the knockouts, arrived through the back dodmnd yet, when
the door opened, Samson walked through it as
though he had always known it would.

E LEGEND OF EDEN

here is something about the Eden Gardens tha
Gefies logic. On this ground, failure often
begins with a celebration—almost like a cruel
joke.

Iran conflict: Women wrestlers safe, accommodated
in hotel near Tirana airport; Head coach

country as their competition got over asecondn theirrespectiveveightcategories time on Sunday The coachcommunicated

thesameo theWFI following whichthe
federationarrangedcaccommodatioffior
them.The wrestlers are alone to get
stranded due to the global crisis as two-
time Olympic medallist P\Gindhu also
got stuck at the Dubai International
Airport since Saturday She was
supposed to board a flight for
Birmingham to take part in thall
England Championships scheduled
from March 3 to 8 but has been stuck at
the airport along with her team members
— coach, training, physio et all, just
waiting to get out of this tense
situation.The closure of airspace over
gulf has forced the Badminton
Association of India (BAI) to change
travel plans for other shuttlers as well.
They were supposed to leave for England

e

-~

returned with a bronze each. EarliBujeet

hey were scheduled to fly back to India onroute,” the coach added.India women worKalkal clinched the gold medal in the 65kglater than SindhuThe BAI, along with the
Sunday morning via Dubai but their flight three silver medals and two bronze in theveight categoryThe wrestlers were help of SportsAuthority of India, has
got cancelled due to US-Israel attacks omompetition. Priyanshi Prajapat (50kg),provided accommodation by theganisers
Iran.The men's freestyle team returned to thévieenakshi (53kg) and Neha (57kg) finishedbut had to vacate their rooms HyAM local

informed that some of the shuttlers are now
leaving via airports iAfrica and Singapore.
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Virat Kohli And

Anushka §

A 1 7| — \
OO0
Return To Mumbai After

Alibaug Trip

‘ ’ irat Kohli and Anushka Sharma were seen at the Gateway of India ferry

r {

terminal in Mumbai as they returned from Alibaug. The couple had visited

Vrindavan to seek blessings from Premanand Ji Maharaj and followed
their usual tradition of heading to Alibaug afterward.In videos making the rounds
online, Virat was seen wearing a relaxed brown t-shirt with black pants and
sunglasses, while Anushka opted for a simple yet stylish white top and jeans. The
couple walked towards their car after disembarking from the ferry.

II I ” l Virat Kohli’s

= Performance in India
- vs New Zealand ODI
Series

Virat Kohli recentl
joined the India
cricket team for th
ODI series agains
New Zealand. He wa
in the starting eleve
and delivered stando
performances in tw
of the three matches,
showcasing his form
ahead of upcoming
games.

Anushka Sharma’s
Chakda ‘Xpress
Biopic Update

On the work front,
Anushka Sharma was
last seen in 2018 film
zero opposite Shah
Rukh Khan in the lead.
Now a producer,
Anushka continues to
make headlines due to
her role in the
upcoming biopic
Chakda ‘Xpress,
where she plays
former Indian
cricketer Jhulan
Goswami. However,
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there is still no official update on the film’s release.

Alibaug: Favourite Getaway of Virat and Anushka

Over the years, Alibaug has become a preferred escape for the couple. The couple
recently bought a 5-acre plot in Zirad village, Raigad, for Rs 37.86 crore, adding
to their existing 8-acre farmhouse purchased in 2022. The coastal town is
becoming popular among celebrities looking for a peaceful, scenic escape from

Hrithik Roshan

'Can't Wait' To Watch Priyanka Chopra Jonas'
The Bluff, Calls Her 'Beautiful' In New Post

riyanka Chopra Jonas is currently busy from praising Priyanka. She wrote, “When are you
promoting her upcoming film, The Bluff. On  NOT killing it !" Even the fans couldn’t stop
February 21, she took to social media and

gushing over her.
shared pictures of herself from the promotions. Meanwhile, Hrithik and his ladylove, Saba Aza,d met
The global star looked all things gorgeous in

Priyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas in 2025 during

both looks. Soon after she shared the pictures  theirtrip to the USA.
from the press tour, Hrithik Roshan dropped a On the work front, Priyanka’s The Bluff also stars
comment and went on to call her ‘beautiful’. Karl Urban. Directed by Frank E Flowers, the film
Hrithik Roshan can’t wait to watch  will stream on Prime Video on February 25. She

Priyanka Chopra’s

The Bluff R 2 0.
In the pictures, PeeCee
struck a variety of
poses in a chic
brown outfit paired
with a black
headgear, even
pulling a goofy face
in one of the photos.
She also shared
moments with her
co-stars from the
film. In another look,
the actor switched
things up in a blue
satin top and green
skirt, accessorising
with a pirate-style headgear. Along with the
pictures, she wrote, “Press tour day two. A huge
thank you to everyone who came out and
showed up to show us support at the @agbofilms
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will also make her comeback to Indian movies with
SS Rajamouli’s Varanasi alongside Mahesh Babu.
Hrithik, on the other hand, will make his directorial
debut with Krrish 4. He was last seen in YRF’s War
2, which was helmed by Ayan Mukerji. It starred

Kareena Kapoor, Saif Ali Khan And
Taimur Celebrate Jeh's 5th Birthday
By Planting Trees At Pataudi Palace
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areena Kapoor Khan and Saif Ali Khan’s
younger son, Jeh Ali Khan, is celebrating his
th birthday today, February 21. The couple
welcomed their first son, Taimur, in 2016, while Jeh
came to this world in 2021. Post the knife attack
incident at the residence last year, Bebo and Saif
chose to keep Jeh’s birthday celebrations low-key.
In pictures shared by the actress, the family can be
seen spending time at the Pataudi Palace.

Kareena Kapoor offers a peek into Jeh’s low-key
birthday celebration

A while ago, Kareena took to Instagram and shared a
bunch of pictures of her boys ‘planting trees’ for
Jeh’s birthday. Dressed in their casual outfits, Saif
and his sons are seen gently doing their work with
the help of the house staff. One of the pictures also
features Kareena Kapoor. Along with the pictures,
Bebo wished her son Jeh as she wrote, “Birthday’s
are all about planting trees and being free. Happy
birthday Son... Jeh Baba.”

Bebo’s post was filled with several comments from
friends and fans. Neha Dhupia commented, “Jeh
baba. happy happy happy always." Jeh’s maasi
Riddhima Kapoor Sahni dropped red heart emojis.
Fans also wished the star kid and showered him with
love and good wishes.

Meanwhile, Saif’s sister and actress Soha Ali Khan,
earlier today, dropped pictures from Jeh’s birthday
bash.

The family hosted a Naruto-themed birthday party for
him, and it looked like a private celebration for
them. The party was attended by Neha Dhupia, and
Karisma Kapoor. Along with the adorable pictures,
Soha wrote, “Blink and he’s five.

Cake cutting photos have to be chaos. Can see the cake
— birthday boy, not so much! (But we could hear
him) And through it all is Bebo looking as cool as a
cucumber —how??!!”Meanwhile, on the work front,
Kareena will soon be seen in Meghna Gulzar’s
Daayra and Rohit Shetty’s Golmaal 5. On the other
hand, Saifhas Haiwaan with Akshay Kumar.

Mihir Ahuja Says Sharing Screen
With Ibrahim Ali Khan Never Felt

Competitive: He's A Great Friend'
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time and Mihir Ahuja seems to be one of

them. The young actor, who has steadily
built a diverse body of work across films and web
series, says sharing space with contemporaries has
never been a concern for him. For Ahuja, the focus
remains firmly on the story.

When asked whether playing a secondary character
opposite a contemporary like Ibrahim came with
hesitation, Mihir dismissed the idea. He told
Hindustan Times, “I’m an actor first, so I look at the
part, the story and the creator irrespective of who’s
opposite me. Even if it’s a contemporary, that
doesn’t matter at all. I respect everyone as an actor
if they’ve come to this profession, be it Ibrahim Ali
Khan or anyone. He’s anyway a great friend of
mine and [ respect him. If ’'m telling a story and the
director and the writer have chosen me for it,
nothing else matters atall.”

While he remains open to diverse roles, Mihir
acknowledged that he is keen to take on more lead
characters in the future. “Of course, I would love to
play aleading man. [ know that if you make a strong
impact as an actor, you will get where you want to
be in life, but when you play a leading role, there’s a
certain joy about it because you have this pressure
on your shoulders. I love that pressure and I’m so
ready for it. I’'m exploring great parts and I know
sooner or later it will happen. But I’'m also not
denying good roles in the meantime," he said.

One of his most high-profile projects so far has been
The Archies, directed by Zoya Akhtar, in which he
portrayed Jughead. Although the film did not meet
box-office expectations, Mihir maintains that he
does not attach expectations to outcomes.

“I never keep any expectations from any project.
Having said that, we all believed that The Archies
will do wonders. But I had nothing to lose. Where |
was coming from, I had everything to gain. The
film resonated with some people who liked it but
some people didn’t. Filmmaking is a gamble,
everything is yin and yang. There are positives and
negatives about everything. Everything we make is
very subjective and everyone has a right and
freedom of speech in this country," he asserted.

Over the years, Mihir has appeared in supporting

roles in projects such as Made In Heaven, Vijay 69
and The Archies. More recently, he stepped into a
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Not every actor measures success by screen

@primevideo screening #TheBluff.”
Hrithik instantly dropped a comment on her post
that read, “Beautiful. can’t wait to watch this."
Chitrangda Singh too couldn’t hold herself back

L BRI &= &8 @& & & | -« D L

Kiara Advani and Jr NTR in key roles. Fans loved
watching his face-off with Jr NTR, but the film
couldn’t perform at the box office.

&

leading role with the web series Shabad: Reet Aur
Riwaaz. In 2024, he was also seen alongside
Ibrahim Ali Khan in Sarzameen.
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GST collection grows 8.1% to
over Rs 1.83 lakh cr in Feb

New Delhi, Agency: Gross GST
collection increased by 8.1 per cent to
over Rs 1.83 lakh crore in February, led
by higher growth in revenues from
imports and improved domestic sales.
Gross domestic revenue rose 5.3 per
cent to about Rs 1.36 lakh crore, while
gross import revenue climbed 17.2 per
cent to Rs 47,837 crore. Total refunds
were up 10.2 per cent at Rs 22,595
crore. Total net Goods and Services Tax
(GST) collection stood at over Rs 1.61
lakh crore, up 7.9 per cent year-on-
year. Net cess revenue was Rs 5,063
crore, down from Rs 13,481 crore in
February last year. GST rates on about
375 items were slashed, making goods
cheaper, effective September 2025.

18 killed, 24 injured in
blast at explosives facto-
ry in Nagpur

New Delhi, Agency: At least 18
workers were charred to death and 24
others were injured, most of them criti-
cally, in a powerful blast that tore
through an explosives manufacturing
factory in Maharashtra's Nagpur dis-
trict on Sunday morning, the police
said. The incident comes a day after a
blast at a cracker unit in Andhra
Pradesh's Kakinada district claimed 21
lives. The blast took place at the SBL
Energy Limited factory, a mining and
industrial explosives manufacturer, at
Raulgaon in Katol tehsil of Nagpur dis-
trict, a senior police official said.

The bodies were charred beyond
recognition and samples of the family
members were being taken for DNA
testing to ascertain the identities of the
deceased.

Inconsolable family members of the
victims thronged the factory com-
pound, located about 50 km from the
district headquarters, for some news
about their loved ones.

Such language doesn't
befit PM office: Pilot on
Modi's 'MMC' jibe

New Delhi, Agency: Congress
leader Sachin Pilot said on Sunday that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
remarks, describing the opposition
party as "MMC or the Muslim League-
Maoist Congress", were unfortunate,
stressing that such language does not
befit the top office he holds.

Talking to mediapersons here, Pilot
said Modi's remarks, made at a rally in
Ajmer on Saturday, were far removed
from the truth and amounted to level-
ling "unparliamentary” allegations
against a political party. "The remarks
appeared to be made keeping in view
(upcoming) elections in states like West
Bengal and Kerala. The PM is not talk-
ing about his 11-year report card from
any platform and avoiding important
issues like unemployment and farmers'
concerns," he said.

Slamming the Opposition party at
the Ajmer rally, Modi said there was a
time when INC stood for the Indian
National Congress. "The Indian
National Congress no longer exists in
that form. Today, it has become MMC -

the Muslim League-Maoist Congress,"
he said.

NCLAT dismisses Dhoot
brothers' plea in

Videocon case

New Delhi, Agency: The appel-
late tribunal NCLAT has dismissed
petitions filed by two Dhoot brothers -
Rajkumar Nandlal Dhoot and Pradeep
Nandlal Dhoot - challenging the initia-
tion of personal insolvency against
them over a default committed by debt-
ridden Videocon Industries.

Personal Insolvency against the
Dhoot brothers was initiated after SBI
had issued a demand notice of Rs
5,353.78 crore over defaults by
Videocon Industries, the principal bor-
rower, for which they were the personal
guarantors.

A two-member Bench of the
National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) has upheld the two
orders passed by the Mumbai bench of
NCLT in June last year, in which it had
directed the initiation of insolvency
against the duo, brothers of Videocon
founder Venugopal Dhoot. The appel-
late tribunal also rejected their plea
that petitions filed by leading public
sector SBI, on which the National
Company Law Tribunal has directed to
initiate insolvency proceedings in their
personal capacity, were barred under
limitations.
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3moresemiconductor plantstostart opsthisyear: Vaishnaw

New Delhi, Agency: Three more
semiconductor plants will start their
commercial operations in the country
this year, signifying a historic milestone
in India's journey towards global tech-
nology leadership, Union IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said on Sunday.

"The promise he (Prime Minister
Narendra Modi) made to the country -
that the semiconductor industry had to
be brought to India - has been fulfilled.
This is the first step,” he said at the
Gujarat Semiconnect Conference 2026
in Gandhinagar. "Very soon, the second
plant will also go into commercial pro-
duction, and after that, two more plants
will begin commercial production this
year. In other words, four of the 10
approved plants will be inaugurated in
2026," he added.

Vaishnaw also reviewed the under-
construction Tata fab in Dholera. Tata
Electronics is constructing India's first
Al-enabled commercial semiconductor
fabrication facility (Fab) in the Dholera
Special Investment Region (SIR),
Gujarat, with an investment of Rs
91,000 crore.
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India's semiconductor journey
began in 2021 with the launch of the
India Semiconductor Mission (ISM).
To support this vision, the government
had announced a production linked
incentive (PLI) scheme. The country
has 10 approved semiconductor proj-
ects across six states. Together, these
projects represent an investment of
about Rs 1.6 lakh crore.

Time has come to 'learn to run' at a
good pace, so that Bharat can continue

its semicon journey for many years to
come," Vaishnaw said in a post on X.

Semiconductors are at the heart of
modern technology. They power essen-
tial systems in healthcare, transport,
communication, defence and space. As
the world moves toward greater digital-
isation and automation, semiconduc-
tors have become integral to economic
security and strategic independence.

The IT minister added that the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad ambitious bullet
train project is expected to be inaugu-
rated next year.

The Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail (MAHSR) Project (508 km)
is under execution with technical and
financial assistance from Japan. The
project is passing through the states of
Gujarat, Maharashtra and Union
Territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
with 12 stations planned at Mumbai,
Thane, Virar, Boisar, Vapi, Billimora,
Surat, Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand,
Ahmedabad and Sabarmati.

The travel time between the two
major cities would be a little less than 2
hours, the minister added.

IAF starts process to acquire 4-
6 long-range biz jets for mili-
tary leadership, ministers

NEW DELHI, Agency: The
Indian Air Force (IAF) has formally
started the process to replace its old
fleet of VIP transport aircraft by issu-
ing a 'request for information' (RFI)
for 4-6 new Long Range Business
Jets (LRBJs) that are meant for
secure, rapid and reliable transporta-
tion of the military leadership and
govt dignitaries.

The RFI, which is the first stage to
identify potential vendors and under-
stand available technology before ini-
tiating a formal purchase, aims at
modernising the Air Headquarters
Communication Squadron based at
Palam, Delhi. The current fleet of four
Embraer Legacy 600 jets have already
served for over 20 years and are slat-
ed for a phased replacement. "IAF is
planning to procure approximately
four/six Long Range Business Jets.

Oil tanker carrying 15 Indian nationals, 5 Iranians Flu shot to change this year as

attacked near Oman coast, 4 crew injured

New Delhi, Agency: Amid
the US-Iran conflict, an oil
tanker, reportedly having 15
Indians among its 20 crew
members, came under attack
near the Strait of Hormuz. Four
mariners were injured.

ing new strain.

new H3N2 strain spreads fast

NEW DELHI, Agency:
After a year marked by an
early and sharp rise in flu
cases in several countries,
India is set to update its sea-
sonal influenza vaccine to
better match a fast-spread-

Oman's Maritime Security
Centre confirmed that oil
tanker Skylight - flying the flag
of Palau - was targeted about 5
nautical miles north of Khasab
Port. It wasn't clear who
attacked the tanker in the strait,
which accounts for about one-
fifth of the world's oil flow

There were 20 crew mem-
bers, including five Iranians,
on the ship. According to ini-
tial information reported by
the Times of Oman, four crew
members suffered injuries of
varying severity and were
transferred to medical facili-
ties. No death was reported.
"All 20 crew members, includ-
ing 15 Indian nationals and
five Iranian nationals, were
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evacuated," the centre sa1d in a
statement.

In Dec 2025, the US
Treasury sanctioned Red Sea
Ship Management and Skylight,
among other vessels, accusing
the management company and
its owner of operating a "shad-
ow fleet" to transport Iranian
petroleum products in the Gulf.
Ship  monitoring  service
Tankertrackers.com described
Skylight as a small tanker that
was mostly used for fuelling
other vessels and had been
anchored in Oman's Musandam
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Governorate since Feb 22.

Two  ships, including
Skylight, were attacked in the
strait on Sunday, maritime
security agencies said. A projec-
tile hit the Marshall Islands-
flagged product tanker MKD
VYOM killing a crew member
on board as the vessel sailed off
the coast of Oman, manager
V.Ships said on Sunday.

Iran's Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps has stated that the
strait is effectively closed to
international navigation and

The  World  Health
Organization has issued its
annual recommendations for
the 2026-27 northern hemi-
sphere flu season, based on
global surveillance data that
showed a new A(H3N2) vari-
ant - known as subclade K -
becoming dominant. India, as
part of the northern hemi-
sphere, follows this guidance
each year to decide which
strains are included in the flu
shot.

The new H3N2 strain
appears to spread more easily
than earlier versions. While it
is not necessarily more severe
for each infected person, its
higher transmissibility has led
to increased case numbers

Railways plans 5th, 6th lines on high-
density corridors to boost capacity

NEW DELHI, Agency: For
the next phase of network expan-
sion, the railway ministry has
started preparation for laying 5th
and 6th lines on the High Density
Network (HDN) corridors con-
necting the four major metro
cities - Delhi, Howrah, Mumbai
and Chennai - so that more pas-
senger and freight trains can run
on these corridors.

This is significant considering
that the 11,051-km HDN forms
the backbone of railways,
accounting for 16% of the total
network, but handling 41% of
total rail traffic. Around 8,400-
km of this, over 60% of the HDN
network operate at 100-150%
more than the line capacity.

The seven HDN corridors are
- Delhi-Howrah (1,422 km),
Howrah-Mumbai (2,039 km),
Delhi-Mumbai (1,321 km), Delhi-
Guwahati (1,875 km), Delhi-
Chennai (2,041 km), Howrah-
Chennai (1,117 km) and Mumbai-

Chenna1 (1,238 km)

Media has learnt that recently
the railway board called a meet-
ing of senior officials from all
zones to finalise the planning of
doubling, multitracking and sth
and 6th line requirement on

HDN routes. The zones have
been asked to prepare proposals
for their respective sections
based on line capacity, traffic
requirements and future plan-
ning. Responding to questions on
the proposed augmentation plan,
a senior railway official said,
"Based on traffic projections, 5th
and 6th lines may be required in
some of the HDN corridors.
Railways is examining this.

warned vessels to stay away.

and earlier-than-usual flu
activity in many regions.

"The updated recommen-
dations are timely, given the
rapid global spread of the

new A(H3N2) variant," said
Dr Rommel Tickoo, Director
of Internal Medicine at Max
Hospital, Saket. "H3N2
strains are often linked to
more severe illness, especial-
ly in the elderly and those
with other medical condi-
tions. Since influenza viruses
keep changing, updating the
vaccine each year is critical.
Early vaccination of high-
risk groups can reduce com-
plications and hospital
admissions."

Counting pills, fearing blasts:
Indians stranded in West Asia

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Neeru Garg and her hus-
band counted pills and
hours. Their Sharjah return
flight vanished. A taxi ride
brought them to Dubai - and
into a city under missile fire.
"We have no money left and
are running low on essential
medicines,” Garg, a college
principal from Punjab's
Bathinda, said Sunday from
the home of an Indian doc-
tor where they found shel-
ter. "We don't know where
to go."Across west Asia,
thousands of Indians -
tourists, expatriates, pil-
grims, politicians and fami-
lies with children - have
been left stranded after US-
Israel strikes on Iran trig-
gered Iranian retaliation.
This in turn forced mass air-
space closures and shutting
down Dubai, the world's

busiest transit hub. "We
were asked to leave the air-
port without any help," Garg
said.

Air travel disruptions
deepened the crisis. Indian
carriers cancelled about 350
flights Sunday alone, while
west Asia-based airlines
scrubbed more than 1,600
services across their net-
works.  Airports  from
Chennai and Jaipur to
Mangaluru and Amritsar
reported mass cancellations
to Dubai, Abu Dhabi,
Sharjah, Doha and Jeddah.

In Karnataka, dozens of
Kannadigas were marooned
across Dubai after flights
were grounded mid-journey.
Among them were Congress
MLAs NR Bharath Reddy
and SR Srinivas, and JD(S)
MLC SL Bhojegowda.

Bhojegowda, travelling

from Johannesburg to India
via Dubai with his family,
said the shutdown came
without warning. "As soon
as we reached Dubai airport,
it was conveyed to us that all
flights were grounded due to
air strikes by Iran," he said
in a video message, adding
that they were safe but
stuck.

Karnataka election com-
missioner SG Sangreshi and
Pushpa Amarnath, vice
chairperson of state guaran-
tee schemes implementation
committee, were also unable
to return. Amarnath, who
was in Dubai for an award
event, said guests received
repeated safety alerts. "We
were advised not to stand
near windows. Around 60
tourists from Karnataka are
staying in my hotel. All
flights cancelled."

MHA alerts states as Middle East tensions soar; 1nternet curbs, security tightened in Kashmir

NEW DELHI, Agency:
The ministry of home affairs
has cautioned states about the
possibility of communal ten-
sions in the wake of the ongo-
ing conflict involving Iran, ask-
ing authorities to stay alert and
take preventive steps.

In a letter circulated on
February 28, the ministry
warned that recent military
developments in West Asia
could have '"ripple effects"
within India, particularly if
overseas events are invoked
during religious gatherings or
public meetings, news agency
Media reported.

States have been asked to
keep a close watch on individu-
als and groups that could pro-
voke unrest.

The advisory specifically
called for monitoring "pro-Iran
radical preachers giving
inflammatory sermons"” that

| & & @& & &

"\/’ K

may inflame communal senti-
ments.

The ministry also empha-
sised the need for closer intelli-
gence coordination and timely
intervention to prevent any
deterioration in the law-and-
order situation.

The alert comes against the
backdrop of a sharp escalation
in the Middle East following
reported joint US-Israel mili-
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tary strikes on Iran. New Delhi
has publicly called for restraint
while keeping a close watch on
developments, mindful of the
large Indian presence across
the Gulf region.

Officials said the govern-
ment is assessing the situation
not only from a geopolitical
perspective but also for its
potential domestic impact,
amid concerns that interna-
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tional developments could be

used by extremist elements to

trigger tensions at home.
Precautionary measures

I have already been taken in

parts of Jammu and Kashmir.
Mobile internet speeds were
reduced across the Valley on
Monday following sponta-
neous protests over the killing
of Iranian supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, offi-
cials said, adding that the step
was taken to maintain law and
order.

Security has been tightened
in Srinagar, with the Ghanta
Ghar at Lal Chowk sealed off
using barricades. Additional
police and CRPF personnel
were deployed across the city
to prevent large gatherings.

Khamenei was killed in an
airstrike in Tehran during a
joint US-Israel operation. The
development triggered protests

and mourning in several
places, including parts of India.

Officials said demonstra-
tions were reported from Lal
Chowk, Saida Kadal, Budgam,
Bandipora, Anantnag and
Pulwama. Kashmir, which has
an estimated Shia population
of around 15 lakh, saw some of
the largest gatherings.

Meanwhile, the conflict in
West Asia continues to intensi-
fy. The United States and Israel
have carried out sustained
strikes on Iranian targets,
focusing on ballistic missile
infrastructure and naval assets
in the days following
Khamenei's killing. Iranian
officials say more than 200
people have been killed since
the campaign began.

Iran has retaliated with
missile and drone attacks tar-
geting Israel and US military
facilities in the Gulf.
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Holi, one of India’s most cher-
ished festivals, is a celebration of joy,
unity, and the vibrant spirit of life.
Marked by the playful use of colors,
festive foods, and social bonding, the
festival symbolizes the triumph of
good over evil and the arrival of
spring. However, in 2026, Holi
arrives with a unique celestial over-
lap—a Chandra Grahan. This coinci-
dence has sparked widespread
curiosity, debate, and even confu-
sion among people across the coun-
try.
The central question being asked
is simple yet significant: Should Holi
be celebrated during a lunar eclipse,
or should the celebrations be post-
poned in accordance with tradition-
al beliefs?

Cultural Beliefs and
Religious Significance

In Indian tradition, eclipses—
both solar and lunar—are often
regarded as inauspicious periods.

The Changing Face of Holi

From Tradition to Modern Celebration

M iscellaneous

Rooted in ancient scriptures and
mythological interpretations, the
occurrence of an eclipse is associat-
ed with negative cosmic energies.
Many people believe that during this
time, the environment becomes
spiritually impure, making it unsuit-
able for any auspicious or celebrato-
ry activities.

According to these beliefs, people
are advised to stay indoors, avoid
cooking or eating, and refrain from
participating in rituals or festivities.
Temples are often closed, and reli-
gious practices are temporarily
paused. These customs have been
followed for generations and contin-
ue to hold significance for many
families, especially in rural and tra-
ditionally inclined communities.

As a result, the overlap of Holi—a
festival symbolizing joy and positivi-
ty—with an eclipse has created a
dilemma. In several regions, com-
munities have decided to postpone
the playing of colors to the following
day, ensuring that the celebrations

do not coincide with the eclipse peri-
od.

Scientific Perspective
on Eclipses

While tradition views eclipses
through a spiritual lens, science
offers a completely different expla-
nation. A lunar eclipse occurs when
the Earth passes directly between
the Sun and the Moon, casting a
shadow on the Moon. It is a pre-
dictable astronomical event that has
no direct impact on human behav-
ior, health, or daily activities.

From a scientific standpoint,
there is no evidence to suggest that
eclipses are harmful or that they
influence events on Earth in any
negative way. Scientists encourage
people to view eclipses as fascinating
natural phenomena—opportunities
to observe and understand the work-
ings of the universe.

This difference in interpretation
highlights the broader contrast
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between traditional beliefs and
scientific reasoning. For many,
the eclipse is a moment of
curiosity and learning rather
than caution.

The Generational Divide

The debate surrounding
Holi and the eclipse also
reflects a generational shift in
thinking. Older generations,
who have grown up following
customs and religious prac-
tices, tend to adhere strictly to
traditional guidelines. For
them, respecting these beliefs
is a way of preserving cultural
identity and honoring ances-
tral wisdom.

On the other hand, younger
individuals—especially those
exposed to modern education
and global perspectives—are
more likely to question these
traditions. They often priori-
tize scientific explanations and
may choose to celebrate Holi
regardless of the eclipse.

This difference does not
necessarily indicate conflict but
rather a transition in societal think-
ing. It represents a dialogue between
preserving heritage and embracing
modernity.

Social and Practical
Considerations

Beyond beliefs and science, prac-
tical factors also influence how peo-
ple choose to celebrate Holi during
an eclipse year. Safety, convenience,
and community consensus play
important roles.

For instance, many schools,
offices, and local authorities align
their schedules with widely accepted
practices to avoid confusion. Public
celebrations are often planned based
on majority sentiment, ensuring that
participation remains high and
inclusive.

In urban areas, where lifestyles
are fast-paced and diverse, people

Holiand the Eclipseé - Tradition vs Science

may adopt flexible approaches—cel-
ebrating privately or adjusting tim-
ings. In contrast, rural communities
often follow collective decisions
rooted in tradition.

Respecting Diversity of
Thought

One of the most important les-
sons from this unique situation is
the need to respect differing view-
points. India’s strength lies in its
diversity—not just in culture and
language, but also in beliefs and per-
spectives.

For some, postponing Holi is an
act of faith and respect for tradition.
For others, celebrating as usual
reflects trust in science and rational
thinking. Neither approach is inher-
ently right or wrong; both are
expressions of personal and cultural
identity.

What matters most is mutual
understanding and respect. Festivals
like Holi are meant to bring people
together, not create divisions. By
acknowledging different viewpoints,
society can maintain harmony while
embracing change.

The True Spirit of Holi

At its core, Holi is about joy,
unity, and the celebration of life. It is
a festival that encourages people to
let go of negativity, forgive past
grievances, and reconnect with oth-
ers.

Whether celebrated during an
eclipse or a day later, the essence of
Holi remains unchanged. The colors,
laughter, and shared moments con-
tinue to symbolize happiness and
togetherness.

In fact, this year’s unique align-
ment offers an opportunity to reflect
more deeply on the meaning of tra-
ditions and the role of science in our
lives. It invites us to strike a bal-
ance—to honor our roots while stay-
ing open to knowledge and progress.

The Psychology of Golors

Emotional Impact of Holi

Colors are not just visual

Holi has always been a fes-
tival of joy, unity, and cultural
richness. Traditionally cele-
brated with natural colors,
folk songs, and community
bonding, Holi represented the
essence of Indian heritage.
However, over the years, the
way people celebrate Holi has
undergone a significant trans-
formation, reflecting broader
social, cultural, and techno-
logical changes.

In earlier times, Holi cele-
brations were deeply rooted
in simplicity and together-
ness. People would gather in
their neighborhoods, singing
traditional songs and apply-
ing colors made from natural
ingredients such as turmeric,
sandalwood, and flower
extracts. Homemade sweets
like gujiya and malpua were
prepared with care, and fami-
lies visited one another to
exchange greetings and
strengthen relationships.

The festival was not just
about playing with colors—it
was about community partici-

collective celebrations, where
everyone, regardless of age or
social status, joined in the fes-
tivities. The sense of belong-
ing and unity was at the heart
of the celebration.

However, with rapid
urbanization and changing
lifestyles, Holi has evolved. In
modern cities, the festival has
taken on a more commercial
and entertainment-driven
form. DJ parties, rain dances,
and themed events have
become popular, especially
among the youth. Instead of
traditional gatherings, many
people now prefer celebrating
in clubs, resorts, or organized
events.

Social media has also
played a crucial role in
reshaping Holi celebrations.
Platforms like Instagram and
YouTube have turned the fes-
tival into a visual spectacle.
People focus on capturing
perfect moments, creating
reels, and sharing their cele-
brations online. This has
added a new dimension to the

Another notable change is
the growing awareness about
health and the environment.
Earlier, chemical-based col-
ors were widely used without
much concern. Today, there is
a conscious shift toward
organic and eco-friendly col-
ors. People are becoming
more mindful of the harmful
effects of synthetic dyes on
the skin and the environment.

Despite these modern
influences, traditional Holi
celebrations continue to
thrive, especially in rural
areas and culturally rich
regions.

Here, the festival still
retains its original charm,
with folk music, community
bonding, and age-old rituals.

This coexistence of tradi-
tion and modernity makes
Holi a dynamic festival. It
adapts to changing times
while preserving its core val-
ues. Whether celebrated with
traditional simplicity or mod-
ern extravagance, the spirit of
Holi remains the same—

pation. Villages and small festival, making it more glob- spreading joy, love, and
towns would come alive with al and connected. togetherness.
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elements; they are powerful
tools that influence human
emotions, behavior, and men-
tal well-being. Holi, often
referred to as the festival of
colors, provides a unique
opportunity to understand
the psychological impact of
colors in a social and cultural
context.

Each color used during
Holi carries a symbolic mean-
ing and emotional effect. Red,
for instance, is associated
with energy, passion, and
excitement. It stimulates the
senses and creates a sense of
enthusiasm. Yellow, often
linked with sunshine and
warmth, represents happi-
ness, positivity, and opti-
mism. Green symbolizes
growth, harmony, and renew-
al, while blue conveys calm-
ness and stability.

When people engage in the
playful act of applying colors
to one another, they are not
just participating in a tradi-
tion—they are engaging in a
form of emotional expression.
The exchange of colors breaks

down social barriers and
encourages interaction
among individuals who may
not otherwise connect.

Holi also plays a signifi-
cant role in reducing stress
and promoting mental health.
The festival encourages peo-
ple to step away from their
daily routines and immerse
themselves in joy and celebra-
tion. The laughter, music, and
physical activity involved in

playing Holi release endor-
phins, often referred to as
“happy hormones.”

Moreover, Holi fosters a
sense of belonging and com-
munity. In a world where peo-
ple are increasingly isolated
due to digital lifestyles, the
festival provides an opportu-
nity for real human interac-
tion. It encourages people to
reconnect with friends, fami-
ly, and neighbors.
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Holi is more than just a festival of colors—it
is a celebration of human connections, rela-
tionships, and social harmony. In a diverse
country like India, where people come from
different backgrounds, languages, and cul-
tures, Holi acts as a unifying force.

One of the most beautiful aspects of Holi is
its ability to bring people together. On this
. day, social barriers are temporarily dissolved,
and individuals interact freely with one anoth-
er. The act of applying colors becomes a ges-

ture of friendship, acceptance, and goodwill.

Families play a central role in Holi celebrations. It is a time when relatives gather, share
meals, and create lasting memories. Traditional dishes and sweets add to the festive atmos-
phere, strengthening familial bonds. In rural areas, Holi is often celebrated as a community
event. Villages come together to organize cultural programs, music, and dance. These collective
celebrations foster a sense of unity and belonging. In urban settings, despite busy lifestyles,
people make an effort to celebrate Holi within residential societies and neighborhoods. Group
events, music, and shared activities help build connections among residents.
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