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Cuba says it foiled attack on soldiers, killed four
aboard US-registered speedboat trying to 'infiltrate’

HAVANA. (Agency) andNevis."Aswegathemoreinformation,

from the United &tes to take part in this guards.Shortaged foodandmedicineand

mistakenly withheld

WASHINGT ON. (Agency)
The Justice Department sailednesday that it was

Cuba said it thwarted gunmen trying tothen we'll be prepared to respond
infiltrate from the United fates as its accordingly' hesaid.Theattorneygeneral confessed, it added.The Cuban
coastguard opened firdlednesday at a of Florida, which lies just 100 miles (160 governmentfrequentlyreportsincursions
looking into whether it improperly withheld Florida-registered speedboat near itkilometers)from Cuba across the Florida
documents from the Jedy Epstein files after several shores, killing four people and wounding Straits, ordered an investigation into th
news oganizations reported that some records six.As a new source of tension betweerkillings.The Cuban interior ministry e
involving uncorroborated accusations made by a peleaguered Cuba and Donadldump's earlier said the coast guard encountel
woman against President Donafdimp were nof|  \washington suddenly enysrd, Havana's the “illegal® US vessel, whose [ |1
among those released to the public. _ Interior Ministry said people arrested afterregistration number it gave as %

The announcement followed news reports saying that 83y - exchange “of gunfire with the boatFL7726SH, one nautical mile from Cay®®
Bgszlr\{r%élrﬁng%en(gt rﬁ]%?ﬂgse rseésgfgldSz%"n}gri‘gftcﬁeclaimed they "intended to carry out anFalcones island 6€uba's northern coasi
interviews that the FBI conducted with an_I_rllnflltrf_;\tl_onforthgpurpos:es;n‘_]:ﬁerrorrl{':,m(.j A§ rt1h¢? coast g?_ar((:ij \;essel trr;]lppr_ﬂach :
unidentified woman who came forward after 1€ Ministry said assault rifles, handguns/shots were fired from the illega)«
Epstein's 2019 arrest and claimed to have beenMolotov cocktails, and other military-style speedboat," injuring the_ qommand?r =

gear were found on the vessel and the 1the Cuban vessel, the ministry said."As;:

sexually assaulted by bolmump and Epstein when -1 and, : ;
she was a minor in the 1980s. occupants were all Cubans living in theresult of the clash, at the time of th
report, on the foreign side, fou

“Several individuals and news outlets have recently United Sates.US Secretary ote§e Marco _ _
flagged files related to documents produced to Rubio saidWashington was seeking its aggressors were killed and six others
Ghislaine Maxwell in discovery of her criminal case own facts about the shooting and wouldwere wounded,"” the ministry said,
that they claim appear to be missing,” the Justice "respond accordingl§'We're not going to adding that the injured were evacuated an
Department said in a post on X. “As with all base our conclusions on what they'vereceived medical assistance.In its secqop
documents that have been flagged by the public, the(Cuba) told us, and I'm veryery confident statement the ministry released the namg
Department is currently reviewing files within that that we will know the full story of what of seven of the people on the speedboat.
category of the production.” Maxwell, Epste happened here,” Rubio told reporters whilesaid most of the 10 had records in Cuba fo

longtime confidant, is serving a 20-year prison on a trip to the Caribbean nation ¢fkGits ~ “criminal and violent activityA man sent
sentence on a sex tfiaking conviction.

y speedboats from the Unitetht&s into
s territorial waters.
ople smuggling

ursion incidents are often
eople-smuggling to the Uniteda®es or

shootouts and armed attacks on bord

related to

rug traficking, and have included chases,

operation was arrested on Cuban soil andaily blackoutsdrove anexodus fronthe

island in recent years, with many heading
to southernFlorida, which has received
wavesof Cubanmigrationsincethe
1960s.Veédnesday'shootingscame
asWashirgton oftered a vitual oil
siege of the island imposed by
PresidenDonald Trumpin January
after the US ouster of a top Cuba ally
Nicolas Maduro of
Venezuela.BeforedMaduro's ouster

by US forces on January 3, Cuba had
relied onVenezuela, once a major oil
producer for about half its fuel
needs.Faced with an outcry from
Caribbean leaders, worried that
starving 9.6 million Cubans of oil
would cause the economy to collapse,
Washington said it would allow
shipments of Venezuelan oil for
"commercial and humanitarian use."The
announcement came during the summit of
Caribbean nations attended by Rubio, a
Cuban-American who has spent his careel

etpoping to topple Havana's government.

It said that if any document is found to have been
improperly withheld and is responsive to the federally
enacted law mandating the files' release, “the
Department will of course publish it, consistent with
the law”At issue is a series of interviews said to have
been conducted in 2019 with a woman who made an
allegation againstTrump, who has consistently

Hong Kong court quashes fraud conviction
, oy woman v o of ex-media mogul Jimmy Lai

News reports from recent days say the accuser was  HONG KONG. (Agency)
interviewed four times but a summary of only one o\ Hong Kong appellate court on
]E_rllose H\terwev_vswasmcludedmthﬁ publicly re"eas‘ﬁdThursday quashed fraud comidms  printingpurposes.Lavassentencetb The ruling could slightly reduce Lai'
fi es.Tl_etrglssmgSrech:ords were garbletr rekportgc'i\ll?Dth €against onetime media magnate five years and nine months in prison intotal prisontime. Thejudgeshandling
Journalist Roger Sollenbger on Substack an waimmy Lai, a rare victory in the 2022 after being found guilty of two  Lai'snationalsecurityallowedthetwo

and have since been documented by other new : AR
organizations, includinghe NewYork Times, MS |~ Prominent activist's legal sentences to be served concurren

used office spae tha his meda both convictions.Mither defendant
businessrented for publication and appeareth court.

D

unla

tly

Trump administration's
'third country’
deportation policy is

wful, judge rules

WASHINGT ON. (Agency)

Now and CNN.

How Beijing Rescued 3

battles.Lai,78, an outspoken
critic of China's ruling
Communist Party who
founded the now-defunct

for only two years, with the other 18 The Trump administration's latest policy of deportirn
years to be added after the fralid immigrants to "third countries" to which they have

sentence.The lengthy sentence hasties is unlawful and must be set aside, a federal ju
raised concerns that he could spend ruled Wednesday in a case that already reached

Apple Daily, will stay in
prison because he wa
sentenced to 20 years weel
ago after being convicted ir

the rest of his life in prison.

Lai's children have expressed hop
that a visit by U.S. President Donal
Trump to Beijing could help secur
the release of their fathea British
citizen. The White House has
confirmed thafrump will travel to

Chinese Scientists Jailed For
Snggllng "WormS" In US another case brought under

Washington. (Agency) China-imposed nationa

A case against three Chinese scientists, which |theSecurity lawThat came more _ _
Donald Trump administration once framed as a than five years after he was China on March 31 throughpril 2

national security win, has been dropped by arrested under the lawhich fraud chages. to meet Chinese leader Xi Jinping.
Washington. The three researchers, who were Was used inayearslong crackdown @njower court judge found that Lai ant).K. Foreign Secretaryvette Cooper
accused of helping a colleague smuggle biological many of Hong Kong's leading activists.hisco-defendant \6hg Wai-keunghad  has said Lai was sentenced f
materials into the US, are back in China after the His plight has evoked grief over the concealed that the firm was occupyingexercising his right to freedom g
Justice Department abruptly dropped dearagainst| ~ City's loss of press freedom andspace and violated lease agreemengxpression and called on the Hor

e

e

0
i

n

al

g decision for 15 days, giving the government time

though the city's authorities insist his grganization as a protective shield. Hehumanitarian grounds.Chinese and judge concluded."These are our laws, and it is
»d profound gratitude for the unbelievable luck of being

ry liberty, or property without due process of laiv

ta

at.

nation's highest court.U.S. District Judge Brian
s Murphy in Massachusetts agreed to suspend

appeal his latest ruling in the case. Murphy noted t
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in the admintsires

favor last yearpausing Murphy's previous decisio
and clearing the way for a flight carrying seve
migrants to complete its trip to wiorn South Sudan
where they had no ties.Murphy said migra
challenging the Department of Homeland Bég's

I' opportunity to object before they are removed to a
third country The policy "extinguishes vali
g challenges to third-country removal byfesiting
removal before those challenges can be raised,'| the
ith

born in the United tates ofAmerica that this Cour

e affirms these and our nation's bedrock principle: that

no 'person’ in this country may be 'deprived of life,

Murphy wrote.In June, the Supreme Court's
conservative majority found that immigration
officials can quickly deport people to third countries.
Liberal justices Sonia Sotomayor and Ketanji Broywn
Jackson dissented, saying the ruling gives the
government special treatment.Murphy said President
Donald Trump's administration has repeatedly
violated — or tried to violate — his orders. Last
March, he noted, the Defense Department deported at
least six class members to El Salvador and Mexico
without providing the process required under| a
temporary restraining order that Murphy issued. DHS
issued its new policy guidance for third-country
removals on March 30, two days after Murphy's arder
"The simple reality is that nobody knows the merits|of
any individual class member's claim because
(administration dicials) are withholding the
predicate fact: the country of removal,"” wrote
Murphy, who was nominated to the bench by
Democratic President Joe Biden.Murphy said the
DHS third-country removal policy has ¢mted
immigrants who were granted protection from being

who were sent to South Sudan in May had been
convicted of crimes in the U.S. and had final orders of
removal, Immigration and Customs Enforcement
officials have said.

ela's Maduro to

Caribbean leaders unsettled by Trump policies

BASSETERRE.(Agency) effectivetakeoveiof Venezuela'sil sector shootouts in open sea like that. It's notreferredto asthe"DonroeDoctrine."Rubio
.S. Secretary of t&te Marco Rubio on by the United &tes, the interim authorities somethingthat happensevery day It's saidtheadministrationvantsto strengthen
Wednesday defended th&rump in the SouthAmericancountry have ties with the regon following the
administration's military operation to made "substantial" progress in Venezuela operation and ensure tha
capture Venezuela's Nicolas Maduro, improvingconditionsby doing"things issues such as crime and economic
telling Caribbean leaders, many of whomthat eight or nine weeks ago woulf opportunitiesrejointly addressed.'dm
objected to that move, that the country andhave been unimaginable.”"The very happy to be in an administration
the region were betterfafs a result. Caribbean leaders have gathered that's giving priority to the Western
peaking to leaders from the 15-membegebate pressing issues in a region t Hemisphereafterlargely beingignored
Caribbean Community bloc at a summit inPresidentDonald Trump hastargeted for a very long time," Rubio said. &/
the country of § Kitts and Nevis, Rubio for a 21st-century incarnation of th share common opportunities,and we
brushed aside concerns about the legality dflonroe Doctrine meant to ensu share some common challenges And
Maduro's capture last month that have beeMvashington's dominance in the that's what we hope to confront."He said
raised amongVenezuela's island-state Western kkmisphereThe Republican transnational criminal organizations
neighbors and others."Irrespective of howadministrationhas declareda focus ] . pose the biggest threat to the Caribbeai
some of you may have individually felt closer to home even as Washington —something, franklythat hasn't happened while recognizing that many are buying
about our operations and our policy towardncreasinglyhasbeenpreoccupiedy the ~ with Cuba in a very long time,"” Rubio told weapons from the United&es, a problem
Venezuela, | will tell you this, and | will tell possibility of a U.S. military attack on reporters. He said that the U.S. is gatheringiesaidauthoritiesaretackling.
you this without any apology or without Iran.His trip to the region came as Cuba'dts own information and that "we'll berubio also said the U.S. and the Caribbea

F g ERCLILAR WERTRIC CIF
THE CONFERENTE OF
HENTTS ) bV E T i g

them on Beijing's intervention, according to a report sparked an international outery saying he had used his mediaKong authorities to release him o
by theAssociated Press. ‘ ] I

The "biological materials" that the three Chinese case had nothing to do with mediag|so fined Lai 2 million Hong Kong Hong Kong authorities have defende
scientists tried to smuggle were nothing daags independence. dollars ($257,000).But judges at thelai's sentencing in the nationa
but were mostly "tiny transparent worms”. HoweverThe conviction that was overturned higher court ruled that the prosecutionsecurity case, saying it reflected th
when the case came to light last yda8 oficials Thursday was from a earlier fraud casenad failed to prove beyond reasonablespirit of the rule of lawThey also
hailed the arrests as a victory for national security in which prosecutors alleged that adoubt that the defendants had madénsisted the security law is necessa
Attorney General Pam Bondi said the government consultancy firm controlled by Lai had false representations, throwing outfor the city's stability
must be vigilant when foreign nationals try to
"advance a malicious agenda". o o

e e North K t could destroy South if

Xu Bai and Fengfan Zhang were afped with Or oreu Wurns I COU es rO OU I
conspiring to help another scientist who shipped 1_ 1_ .
packages to them from China before she arrived i h d b I d p f US d I g
2025 for temporary lab research at the University o re u e n e / U e uve S O 0 r 0 e n 0 r I u 0 U e
Michigan.A third man, Zhiyong Zhang, was chad . .
with making false statements. SEOUL. (Agency) of tactical nuclearweaponssuchas Pyongyang, came as Kim carves oy

Bai, Fengfan Zhang and Zhiyong Zhang were in jail forNorth Korean leader Kim Jong Un artillery and short-range missiles, more forceful regional presence,
more than three months while the case was pending inclaimed his nucleaarmed country targeting Sauth KoreaHe siid the leveraging his expanding military
federal court in DetroitA judge suddenly dismissed could "completely destroy” South accelerated development of hisnuclear program and a growing
the chages on February 5 at the Justice Department's Korea if its security were threatened,nuclear and missile program in recentalignment with Moscow that have
request, and the three traveled home to China. reiterating his refusal to engage withyears “"permanently cemented” thedeepened his standoffs with
" Seoul, stahte Ingted;]a 3a|ﬂfhursday country'sdstatllleda#s arr:utﬂee_\r &gponﬁ/asnmgtoradgds?oul.KCN?&_\lthe

: : However he left the door open to state, and called for the Unite s orth stageda military paradein the
Indlu Hus Mulor ROIE To dialogue with Washington gs he to discard what he perceves as capital Wednesdayas it wrappedup
" H L concluded a rulin arty congress"hostile” policies toward the North if it the congresspreviouslyheldin 2016
P|(ly . |Sl’ue|I MInISTeI‘ 0 n outlining his policy gogls f)ér thegnext wants to resume long-stalled and2021.V&ltching the parade with hi
. five years.The dicial Korean Central dialogueSouth Korea's Unification  increasingly prominent daughter -
Pe ace I n Mlddle E(I ST NewsAgency said that Kim also called Ministry saidit wasregrettablehatthe  believed to be around 13 years old &
Amsterdam. (Agency) for developing new weapons systemsNorthcontinuegodefineinter-Korean named Kim Jhe — Kim Jong Unin &

A stratedi . hi '.th Ig Iyl dia ahd US i to bolster his nucleaarmed military  relations as hostile and that Seoul willspeech saitis forcesvere capablef
stra elglc parhr_1ers Ip with sra((ej, nadia h Ml'fidl including intercontinental ballistic “patiently” pursue dbrts to stabilize "immediately and thoroughly
g't'caD'n pus '\l/?g_prosp?'r:lty an ?e_aceflnht e Middle  missiles that could be launched frompeace.TheWorkers' Party congress, retaliating” against any hostile thres

ast, Deputy Minister of Foreigkffairs of the $ate underwater and an expanded arsenavhich began last Thursday in  Butthe sate aitlet dd.
of Israel Sharren Haskel said.

Speaking to NDTWHaskel said that "India is part of the
good guys. It is a part of the forces that can stabilise. °
India is a major component of the militaryfaet. | RU I 0 e e n S S 0 U S'I'e r 0 Ve n e Z U
think it has a major role to play in stability pushing
prosperity and peace in the region."

She said that Israel had pursued a diplomatic path from
the beginning, howevetran "deceived the world"
and broke the agreements signed with them.Hasked
said that US President Donaldump's diplomatic
channel is heading the right way and might lead to a
good result. Howeveshe expressed scepticism and
said Iranians are just buying time. U

"They call for the elimination dimerica.They call for
the elimination of IsraelAnd so I'm not sure that
tomorrow in the talks in Geneva, the Iranian will
actually agree to a deal like that. | wish there would
have been a diplomatic path,” she said.Speaking
about the protests in Iran and the subsequdinds|
of protesters, she said, "Iran is choosing a path of Wa$
Look at what they've done internally in their own
country where peaceful demonstrators went out and
marched in the streets just to ask for their liberty and
their freedom. Little children who were shot dead by
the IRGC forces, teenagers, young people. 35,000
people were butchered on the streets."

"If they can do that to their own people, try and think
what they're capable of doing to their enemies," she
added.

On Prime Minister Narendra Modi's first day of his 3 apprehensionzenezuela is better fof government announced that its soldiergrepared to respond accordingly -
two-day visit to Israel, he received a rousing welcome (o qay than it was eight weeks ago," Rubickilled four people aboard a speedboBubio downplays antagonism in US
from his Israeli counterpart, Benjamin Netanyahu, io|q the leaders in a closed-door meetingregistered in Florida whose occupants it egional push
and from the Indian community in Israel. He received 4ccording to a transcript of his remarks latesaid opened fire on fifers in Cuban In his remarks to the groupmerica's top
a standl_ng ovation at the Knesset, which he, as|theg;striputed by the U.S t&te Department. waters. diplomat tried to play down any
only Indian prime ministeaddressed. Rubio said that since Maduro's ouster and tigeiffice it to say it is highly unusual to see antagonistic intent in whafrump has
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can work together on economic
advancement and emgrissues, especially
because many leaders at the fday
summit have engy resources they seek to
explore. "W want to be your partner in that
regard,'hesaid.
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President Murmu Lays Foundation for X100-Crore Jagannath
Spiritual Hub in Jamshedpur

J

Jamshedpur: In a sig-
nificant  spiritual  and
cultural development

for Jharkhand, President
Droupadi Murmu on
Thursday laid the founda-
tion stone for the 100-
crore Shri Jagannath Spir-
itual and Cultural Centre
at Marine Drive (Anil Sur
Path) in Kadma.

The President unveiled the
commemorative  plaque
and participated in a tra-
ditional Bhoomi Pujan cer-
emony conducted with Ve-
dic rituals by priests invited
from the renowned Jagan-
nath Temple. The ceremo-
ny was marked by devo-
tional chants and attended
by dignitaries, community
leaders and devotees.
Inspired by the Puri Tem-
ple Tradition

The upcoming complex
will be developed as a near

replica of the 12th-century
Jagannath Temple in Puri,
reflecting Odisha’s rich
spiritual architecture and
devotional heritage. Spread
across approximately 2.5
acres near the Kharkhai
riverfront, the project aims
to create not just a place of
worship but a comprehen-
sive spiritual and cultural
hub.

The broader centre is ex-
pected to be completed
within two years, while
construction of the main
temple structure is pro-
jected to take around four
years.

Focus on Youth and Cul-
tural Values

To be managed by the Shri
Jagannath Spiritual and
Cultural Charitable Centre
Trust, the campus is envi-
sioned as a centre for spir-
itual learning, value-based

education and personality
development, particularly
for young people.

Plans also include facilities
that promote moral educa-
tion, cultural activities and
community engagement.
President Murmu appreci-
ated the efforts of the Trust
and its managing members,

especially S.K. Behera and
his team, for conceptualis-
ing and advancing the am-
bitious initiative.

Leaders Call It a Land-
mark Initiative

Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, addressing the gath-
ering with chants of “Jai
Jagannath,” described the

project as a commendable
and visionary step.

He said institutions built
with clear purpose contrib-
ute significantly to shaping
individuals and strength-
ening society.

He expressed confidence
that the centre would
emerge as a grand spiritual

landmark in the state.
Governor Santosh Kumar
Gangwar, Union Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan,
Jamshedpur MP Bidyut
Baran Mahto, MLA Saryu
Roy, and several other dig-
nitaries were present. In-
dustrial leaders, including
T. V. Narendran, also at-
tended the ceremony.

A Cultural Boost for the
Steel City

Residents have welcomed
the initiative as a major ad-
dition to Jamshedpur’s cul-
tural landscape.

Beyond its religious sig-
nificance, the centre is
expected to host spiritual
discourses, cultural pro-
grammes and community
events, enhancing the city’s
identity as not only an in-
dustrial powerhouse but
also a growing centre of
faith and heritage.

DPS Bokaro Conducts CBSE Mass Mock
Evaluation Under Digital OSM System

—

Bokaro: In line with the Central Board of Secondary Edu-
cation’s directive, Delhi Public School Bokaro conducted
the Mandatory Mass Mock Evaluation of the On-Screen
Marking (OSM) system on its campus, with full participa-
tion of senior secondary teachers.

The exercise was part of CBSE’s nationwide preparation
for implementing digital evaluation of Class XII answer
scripts. Under the OSM  system, answer sheets will be
scanned and assessed by examiners through a secure on-
line platform, replacing the traditional manua checking
process.

All teachers handling Classes X1 and XII took part in the
mock session, logging into the OSM portal during the des-
ignated regional time slot. They evaluated sample answer
scripts to gain practical exposure to the updated digital in-
terface. The mock drill also tested system readiness, login
procedures and platform load capacity to ensure a seamless
evaluation process during the actual board examinations.
Dr. A.S. Gangwar, Principal of DPS Bokaro and CBSE
City Coordinator for Bokaro district, said the transition to
digital evaluation marks a significant step in modernising
assessment practices. He noted that the OSM system would
speed up the evaluation process, widen teacher participa-
tion and eliminate totalling errors while reducing manual
verification workload. The digital mode will also remove
the need for transporting physical answer books, enabling
broader and more efficient participation from affiliated
schoals.

International Workshop on Microscopy &
Spectroscopy Beginsat |SM Dhanbad

Dhanbad: A five-day international workshop on “Recent
Advances in Microscopy and Spectroscopy” commenced
on February 23 at Indian Institute of Technology (Indian
School of Mines) Dhanbad, as part of the institute’s Cen-
tennial Celebrations. The hybrid programme will continue
till February 27.

The workshop is being organised under the Indo-Norwe-
gian Cooperation Programme 2024 (INCP2) project titled
“Bioscopy — Towards Modern Transdisciplinary Education
and Research in Microscopy.”

The initiative aims to strengthen academic collaboration
and promote advanced research training in microscopy and
Spectroscopy.

The Norwegian side of the project is led by Prof. Krishna
Agarwal of UiT The Arctic University of Norway, while
Prof. Biswajit Chowdhury of 11T (ISM) is coordinating the
programmein India.

Operation Sindoor 2.0 Will Be Stronger if Provoked:
Army Warns Pakistan

New Delhi: Sending a firm
message across the border,
the Indian Army has cau-
tioned Pakistan that any
fresh attempt to fuel cross-
border terrorism will invite
a response stronger than
last year’s Operation Sin-
door.

Addressing the media,
Western Command Chief
Manoj Kumar Katiyar said
that if India is compelled to
launch “Operation Sindoor
2.0,” the scale and intensity
would surpass the previous
military action.

“The response will be
stronger than what we car-
ried out earlier. The extent
and depth of action will
depend on the situation at
that time, but it will cer-
tainly be harsher,” he as-
serted.

The senior commander
recalled that during Op-
eration Sindoor, Indian
forces targeted terrorist
infrastructure across the
border. When Pakistan re-
taliated, India expanded
its response to include key

military installations and
air bases, demonstrating its
escalation dominance. He
noted that Pakistan eventu-
ally sought a ceasefire after
failing to sustain the con-
frontation.

Background: The Trigger
Operation  Sindoor was
launched in May 2025 fol-
lowing the deadly terror
strike in Pahalgam, where
26 civilians lost their lives.
The Indian Armed Forces
conducted precision strikes
over several days, targeting

terror camps and launch
pads in Pakistan and Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir.
According to official ac-
counts, multiple terror
facilities linked to outfits
such as Lashkar-e-Taiba,
Jaish-e-Mohammed, and
Hizbul Mujahideen were
destroyed within minutes,
significantly degrading
their operational capacity.
Clear Warning

The latest statement sig-
nals that India’s military
doctrine remains uncom-

promising on terrorism.
Senior Army leadership has
made it clear that any re-
vival of cross-border terror
infrastructure will be met
with calibrated but decisive
force.

With tensions simmering
along the Line of Control,
the message from the West-
ern Command is unambig-
uous: India is prepared —
and any future operation, if
triggered, will be tougher,
faster and more punishing
than before.

Red Fort Bomb Blast: NIA Nabs Two J& K
Men for Supplying Weapons

NIA

NIA

New Delhi: The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has
arrested two more suspects in connection with the deadly
bomb blast near Delhi’s Red Fort, taking the total number
of arrestsin the case to eleven.

The arrested individuals have been identified as Zameer Ah-
mad Ahangar from Ganderbal and Tufail Ahmad Bhat from
Srinagar, both residents of Jammu and Kashmir.

According to the NIA, the duo was actively involved in the
larger conspiracy and alegedly supplied weapons to the
prime accused, Umer Un Nabi. The explosion, which took
place on November 10, 2025, claimed 11 lives and injured
several others. Nabi himself waskilled in the blast.
Investigators said the conspiracy was masterminded by
Nabi along with several associates, including Muzammil
Ganai, Shaheen Saeed, Mufti Irfan and Adeel Ahmed Rath-
er. Five others are accused of providing shelter and logisti-
cal support to the conspirators.

The NIA, which registered an FIR in the case, is continu-
ing its probe to unravel the full extent of the terror network
behind the attack. The agency is working in coordination
with Jammu and Kashmir Police, Haryana Police and other
security agencies as part of the ongoing investigation.

EC Notifies Biennial Polls for 37 Rajya
Sabha SeatsAcross 10 States;

SAIL-BSL Clinches National Crown at AIMA’s Young
Managers Simulation 2026

Bokaro: In a proud mo-
ment for the Steel Au-
thority of India Limiteds
Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL), a
two-member team bagged
the national title at the
prestigious ‘Young Manag-
ers Simulation’ (YMS) Na-
tional Championship 2026
organised by the All India

Management  Association
(AIMA).
Senior Manager Rahul

Ranjan Panda (HSM) and
Senior Manager Md. Owais
Ahmed (CMM-CTS) rep-
resented SAIL-BSL and

emerged champions after a
fiercely contested final held
on February 25.

More than 50 teams from
leading public and private
sector enterprises partici-
pated in the online prelimi-

nary round. Following a
rigorous selection process,
13 teams — including four
from SAIL — advanced to
the national finals.

Demonstrating sharp
strategic thinking, finan-

cial insight and cohesive
teamwork, the Bokaro duo
secured the top position,
outshining corporate heav-
yweights such as NTPC
Limited, Indian Oil Cor-
poration Limited (IOCL),
Larsen & Toubro (L&T),
and NLC India Limited.
NTPC finished second,
while NLC India Limited
secured third place. BSL
officials said the victory
reflects the plants strong
management culture and its
continued focus on nurtur-
ing young leadership talent.

Voting on March 16

Hdfd+ WA
NIRVACHAN SADAN
Hld '

ELECTION COMMISSION
OF

N A

New Delhi: The Election Commission of India has for-
mally announced biennial electionsto 37 Rajya Sabha seats
spread across 10 states, setting the stage for a key round of
Upper House contests next month.

As per the notification, the filing of nominations begins to-
day and will continue until March 5. Polling is scheduled
for March 16.

The seats going vacant include seven in Maharashtra, six
in Tamil Nadu, five each in Bihar and West Bengal, four in
Odisha, three in Assam, two each in Telangana, Chhattis-
garh and Haryana, and one in Himachal Pradesh.

Several prominent leaders are set to complete their tenure
inApril. Among them are Union Ministers Ramnath Thakur
and Ramdas Athawale, Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh, NCP-SP chief Sharad Pawar, RLM leader Up-
endra Kushwaha, senior Congress leader Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, AIADMK’s M. Thambidurai, and DMK’s Tiruchi
Siva

In a detailed directive, the poll body mandated that only
integrated violet-coloured sketch pens of a pre-fixed speci-
fication—supplied by the Returning Officer—must be used
by legislators to mark their preferences on ballot papers.
The Commission clarified that use of any other pen would
render the vote invalid.

To ensure transparency and fairness, the Election Commis-
sion said it will deploy observers and put in place stringent
monitoring mechanisms during the electoral process.

The upcoming biennial polls are expected to influence the
political arithmetic in the Upper House, especialy in states
where party strengths are closely contested.

CMC Counting to Be Completed in One Day;
Officials Stress Form Matching

Bokaro: Preparations are in full swing to ensure error-
free, single-day vote counting for the 2026 Chas Municipal
Corporation elections. A training session for counting staff
was held at DAV Ispat Vidyalaya, Sector 2/C, where 60 su-
pervisors and 130 assistants were briefed. Senior officials,
including Prabhash Dutta, Premchand Sinha, Jagarnath
Lohara and Master Trainer Ashutosh Kumar, guided the
personnel. Kumar highlighted common counting mistakes
and demonstrated proper sorting, bundling and tallying pro-
cedures.

Deputy Election Officer Premchand Sinha said counting for
al wards of Chas Municipa Corporation and Phusro Mu-
nicipal Council will be finished in one day, with additional
counting tables arranged and staff directed to report on time.

Tech Manthan 2026 Showcases | nnovation and
I ndustry Synergy at Sri Sri University

Pt bt ol iy | " 2

by Apurva

RNS: Tech Manthan 2026
concluded successfully at
Sri Sri University, mark-
ing a major highlight of the
university’s Foundation Day
celebrations. The two-day
technology conclave was
organised by the School of
Al & Data Science under
the Faculty of Engineering
& Technology in collabora-
tion with the Festival of In- ' -

spiration, bringing together
students, academicians and
industry professionals on a
common platform.

The event showcased in-
novation, creativity and
industry-academia col-
laboration through a series
of competitions and expert
sessions. The inaugural cer-
emony was addressed by
Prof. (Dr.) Rabinarayan Sa-
tapathy, Dean of the Faculty
of Engineering & Technol-
ogy; Dr. Chinmay Kumar
Nayak, Head of the School
of AI & Data Science; and
Prof. (Dr.) Gopinath Pallai,

Deputy Dean. Debesh Dash
from IBM attended as Guest
of Honour, while a panel of
IBM experts evaluated the
competitions, ensuring in-
dustry-relevant assessment.
As part of the programme,
33 teams participated in
the Ideathon, presenting
technology-driven solutions
to contemporary challenges,
while 23 teams competed in
the Poster Presentation cat-
egory, highlighting their re-
search and analytical skills.
The Syndicate won the
Ideathon, with Trinetra Al
and Vibe Coders finishing

as runners-up. In the Poster
Presentation category, The
Cognitive Zenith secured
the top position, followed by
The Misfits and Byte Brains.
The second day featured ex-
pert talks by Kharavel Pari-
da of MRSTech Edge LLP
and Trilochan Tarai, Found-
er of SilanPay and former
professional with TCS and
Majesco. Their sessions
focused on artificial intel-
ligence, fintech innovation,
entrepreneurship and the
evolving startup ecosystem,
offering students valuable
industry insights.
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Rising BMI Levels Fuel Health Risks in India,

by Suresh Pd Nikhar

Gayaji: Body Mass Index
(BMI) is emerging as a
crucial health indicator in
India, with abnormal lev-
els—both high and low—
posing  serious  public
health challenges, accord-
ing to noted physician Dr.
Pradeep Kumar.

Speaking on the grow-
ing burden of lifestyle
diseases, Dr. Kumar said
that elevated BMI signifi-
cantly increases the risk of
metabolic syndrome, type
2 diabetes, hypertension
and cardiovascular ail-
ments. He pointed out that
Indians and other South
Asians tend to accumulate
abdominal fat more easily
due to genetic and body
composition differences,
making them vulnerable
even at comparatively low-
er BMI levels.

“In Western countries, a

Warns Dr. Pradeep Kumar

sections. Dr. Kumar cau-
tioned that obesity-related
disorders in South Asians
often begin at lower BMI

thresholds, underscoring
the need for revised risk
awareness.

At the same time, a BMI
below 18.5 remains a pub-
lic health issue, linked to
malnutrition, weak immu-
nity and higher mortality.

BMI of 23 is often consid-
ered normal. But among
Indians, it may already
signal  elevated health
risk,” he explained, add-
ing that central obesity
remains a key driver of
diabetes and heart disease.
India is currently facing a
dual burden of malnutri-
tion.

While over 22 per cent
of adults are overweight
or obese, undernutri-
tion continues to affect
economically weaker
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Dr. Kumar noted that both
extremes increase health-
care costs due to long-
term treatment needs.

He advised regular health
check-ups, monitoring
waist circumference, bal-
anced nutrition, daily
exercise, stress manage-
ment and adequate sleep
to maintain a healthy BMI.
A balanced weight, he
stressed, is crucial not
only for personal well-
being but also for the na-
tion’s overall productivity.
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From bitterness to business: Carney's India
visit signals thaw in strained ties

The visit is described as
occurring at a pivotal moment in
normalising ilateral relations.
PM Modi and Mark Carney have
previously committed to a
constructive, balanced
partnership rooted in mutual
respect for each other's concerns
and sensitivities, robust people-

to-people links, and expanding
€CONomic synergies.

Battle for 7 Rajya Sabha seats: Numbers

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney will
undertake his first official visit to India from
February 27 to March 2, at the invitation of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, marking a
significant step in resetting bilateral ties
strained during the tenure of former Canadian
leader Justin Trudeau.The visit comes amid
efforts by both nations to chart a forward-
looking trajectory for their relationship,
moving beyond the bitterness triggered by the
2023 killing of Sikh separatist leader Hardeep
Singh Nijjar in British Columbia.

Under Trudeau, Canada publicly accused Indian
agents of potential involvement in the
assassination -- a claim strongly denied by New
Delhi -- leading to diplomatic expulsions, a
sharp downgrade in ties, and mutual

New Delhi.(Agency)

accusations of foreign interference.

In a notable shift under Carney's
leadership, Canadian officials have
recently stated that India is no longer
believed to be linked to ongoing violent
crimes or related activities on Canadian
soil, signaling progress in security
dialogues and a deliberate thaw in
relations.

Carney, who succeeded Trudeau
following the latter's resignation in early
2025 and a subsequent Liberal Party
leadership contest and federal election
victory, arrives in Mumbai on February 27.

Over the following days, he will engage in
business meetings, interact with CEOs from
both countries, industry leaders, financial
experts, innovators, educators, and Canadian

favour Mahayuti, MVA remains divided

The contest for Maharashtra's seven Rajya Sabha seats has intensified ahead of the March 16 polls. The ruling Mahayuti alliance, holds 232 votes in the
286-member Assembly, enough to comfortably win six seats. The opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi has numbers for one seat but faces internal rivalry.

Mumbai.(Agency)

The contest for Maharashtra’s seven Rajya
Sabha seats has intensified ahead of the
March 16 elections, with both the ruling
Mahayuti and the opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) locked in a high-
stakes battle driven by the state’s
shifting arithmetic.

The Election Commission is set to
issue the official notification on
February 26, triggering frenetic
backroom negotiations.In the 288-
member Maharashtra Assembly,
currently reduced to an effective
strength of 286 following the
deaths of Ajit Pawar and
Shivajirao Kardile, a candidate
requires 36 votes to secure a Rajya
Sabha berth.

The ruling Mahayuti coalition, comprising
the BJP, the Shiv Sena led by Eknath
Shinde, and the NCP faction, commands a
formidable 232 votes. The numbers
comfortably position the alliance to win six
of the seven seats.

The opposition MVA, however, finds itselfin
a more precarious situation. With a
combined strength of 46 ML As, the bloc has

Digital piatforms must take

responsibility for online content,

safety of children: Ashwini

Vaishnaw
New Delhi .(Agency)

Union Minister for Electronics and Information
Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw on Thursday
called on digital platforms to act responsibly

enough votes to secure one seat. But internal
rivalry threatens to complicate what should
be a straightforward win.Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Aaditya Thackeray has asserted a
strong claim over the seat, arguing that his

party’s legislative strength and aggressive
opposition stance justify its candidature.
Meanwhile, the faction led by Sharad Pawar
is reportedly pushing for a senior leader
from its camp, setting the stage for tense
negotiations within the alliance.

Several prominent leaders are set to complete
their Rajya Sabha tenures in April,
including Sharad Pawar and Fauzia Khan
(NCP-SP), Priyanka Chaturvedi (Shiv

Sena-UBT), Ramdas Athawale (RPI-A),

Bhagwat Karad and Dhairyashil Patil

(BJP), Rajani Patil (Congress).For the

upcoming term, the BIJP is reportedly

considering national general secretary
Vinod Tawde for a return to electoral
politics in his home state. Vijaya Rahatkar
and Dhairyashil Patil are also among
frontrunners.

Within Ajit Pawar’s NCP faction,
speculation surrounds a potential debut by
Parth Pawar. Meanwhile, Shinde’s Sena is
said to be favouring former MP Rahul
Shewale, despite internal resistance from
senior leader Gajanan Kirtikar.

The most dramatic subplot revolves around
Mahayuti’s surplus strength. After
securing six seats, the alliance would still

be left with 52 surplus votes, just 20 short of
clinching a seventh berth.Speculation is
mounting that Shinde’s Shiv Sena could
field an additional candidate to strategically
target the Shiv Sena (UBT). If the M VA fails
to present a united front behind a single
nominee, the ruling coalition may attempt
to engineer cross-voting, potentially
snatching the opposition’s only winnable
seat.

pension funds operating in India.

In a notable shift under Carney's leadership,
Canadian officials have recently stated that
India is no longer believed to be linked to
ongoing violent crimes or related activities on

Digital platforms must
with content creators:

New Delhi .(Agency)

The Union Minister for Information and
Broadcasting, Ashwini Vaishnaw, on Thursday,
urged several content-generating platforms to
ensure a fair share of revenues for content
creators. Delivering a speech at the Digital
News Publishers Association (DNPA)
Conclave 2026, Vaishnaw urged the platforms
to maintain transparency in terms of revenue
sharing with the creators.

"Social Media platforms must also legally share
revenue with the people who are creating the
content, whether it is news, the conventional
media, the creators sitting in far-flung areas,
influencers, the professors and researchers who
are disseminating their work using the
platforms," Vaishnaw said. Adding further, he
noted, "Everywhere the principle now has to be
set right, and there has to be a fair share of
revenue with the people who are creating the
content."In the speech, the veteran politician
also touched upon several other key topics,
including social media and online safety for a
vast section of people, online misinformation
campaigns, and the increasing threats caused
by deepfakes. Along with the call for fairly
sharing revenues, he also urged the content-
generating platforms to take accountability in
terms of generating content for the common
citizens.

"I will request that platforms must wake up, must
understand the importance of reinforcing trust
in the institutions which human society has
created over thousands of years. Platforms must
take responsibility for the content that is hosted

Canadian soil, signaling progress in security
dialogues and a deliberate thaw in relations.
Carney, who succeeded Trudeau following
the latter's resignation in early 2025 and a
subsequent Liberal Party leadership contest
and federal election victory, arrives in
Mumbai on February 27.0ver the following
days, he will engage in business meetings,
interact with CEOs from both countries,
industry leaders, financial experts,
innovators, educators, and Canadian
pension funds operating in India.On March
1, Carney will travel to New Delhi, where

on March 2 he and Prime Minister Modi will
hold delegation-level talks at Hyderabad
House. The leaders are expected to review
progress in the India-Canada Strategic
Partnership, building on their earlier.

share fair revenues
Ashwini Vaishnaw

The concerns came a few days after the

India Al Impact Summit, where, despite
lauding India's AT growth, several key

leaders, including Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Emmanuel Macron, warned the

citizens of deepfakes and misinformation.

by them. The online safety of children, the
online safety of all citizens, is the responsibility
of the platforms," Vaishnaw noted.In addition
to this, the Minister also warned the citizens of

the growing threat caused by deepfakes and
misinformation circulating on several social
media platforms. Advocating for the safety of
children who often get trapped in these drives,
Vaishnaw further mentioned that
misinformation and deepfakes destroy the
fundamentals of societal values, which need to
be protected at any cost.

President Droupadi Murmu to visit Jharkhand,

Ranchi .(Agency)

college management has a long-term plan to

lay foundation stone for spiritual centre

Baran Mahto, MLA Saryu Rai, MLA

while hosting content, stressing the need to
ensure online safety and protect citizens from
the misuse of emerging technologies.

Speaking at the conclave of the Digital News
Publishers Association (DNPA) in New Delhi,
Vaishnaw said platforms must take greater
responsibility for the content they host and
work to reinforce public trust in institutions.

“Platforms must wake up, must understand the
importance of reinforcing trust in the
institutions, which human society has created
over thousands of years. Platforms must take
the responsibility for the content that is hosted
by them. The online safety of children, the
online safety of all citizens is the responsibility
of the platforms. Non-adherence to these
principles will definitely make them
responsible because the nature of the Internet
has changed now,” said Vaishnaw.

The minister also raised serious concerns about
the misuse of artificial intelligence to create
synthetic or deepfake content. He said such
content should not be generated without
permission from the person whose identity is
being used.

“Synthetic content should not be generated
without the consent of the person whose face or
voice or personality has been used to create the
content. Time has come to make that big
inflectional change. And I will request the
platforms to cooperate with this human
society’s basic need and the society which is
today asking for this change has to be
respected,” he said.

The DNPA, an umbrella body representing the
digital arms of 22 media organisations
including The New Indian Express, has taken
steps in recent years to promote fairness and
equality for news publishers. Vaishnaw said the
government has already made it clear to digital
platforms that they must ensure their services
are not used for illegal activities or for
spreading content that promotes or incites
crimes.
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President Droupadi Murmu is scheduled to

visit Jharkhand on Thursday to lay the
foundation stone of the Shri Jagannath
Spiritual and Cultural Charitable Centre
Trust at Kadma Marine Drive. After the
ceremony, she will proceed to Tata Manipal
Medical College in Baridiha.

The programme at the college will begin with

a photo session with students who have
secured top positions in different semesters.
The President will then interact with
meritorious students in what the college
administration has described as an

develop the "Draupadi Murmu Sports and
Food Complex" on the campus. Only 200
people have been permitted to attend the
event.

According to the schedule, the President’s MI-

17 helicopter will land at Sonari Airport at
12 noon. She will first participate in the
groundbreaking ceremony at Kadma and
then attend the function at Tata Manipal
Medical College.

introductory conference. During her visit, Santosh Gangwar, Hemant Soren, Union

she is also expected to tour the campus and
take part in a tree-plantation drive. The

Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, Singhbhum
MP Jaba Manjhi, Jamshedpur MP Vidyut

Purnima Sahu, and TV Narendran will be
present at the event.

To maintain law and order during the

President’s visit, around 4,000 police
personnel and 125 magistrates have been
deployed across the city and along the
convoy route.

Security has been tightened to an

unprecedented level. Three hit teams will
form the most critical part of the security
arrangement. They will remain on standby
for quick deployment in case of any
potential threat.

Remove every infiltrator: Amit Shah's

New Delhi.(Agency)

Declaring that "the Narendra Modi

government is determined to “remove
every infiltrator from Indian soil”, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on Thursday
launched a high-stakes security and
political outreach in Bihar’s sensitive
Seemanchal region ahead of the high-
stakes Assembly polls in West Bengal.

"Freedom from infiltrators doesn't just mean

removing their names from the voter list.
We are determined to implement a program
to remove every single infiltrator from
Indian soil," he said while addressing a
rally in Araria, Bihar.

"The Narendra Modi government is

determined to free the entire country from
infiltrators, and this initiative will soon
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begin in the entire Seemanchal region,"
Shah added.

Shah began a three-day tour of the

Seemanchal region comprising
Kishanganj, Araria, Purnia and Katihar
districts in Bihar along the
Bangladesh—Nepal frontier known for
illegal migration routes, document fraud
networks and cross-border smuggling.He
is scheduled to hold closed-door meetings
with District Magistrates and police
chiefs from seven border districts,
seeking intelligence on infiltration
corridors and demographic shifts.

According to security officials, infiltrators

entering Bihar frequently move onward
into West Bengal districts such as North
Dinajpur, Malda and Murshidabad.
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SIR VS NRC IN DISGUISE: A NEW
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FLASHPOINT

The Centre is preparing a Special Intensive

Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in the
border belts to identify suspected illegal
migrants. While Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has branded the move
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Seemanchal crackdown hefore Bengal polls

“NRC in disguise”, the Centre argues it is
essential for electoral integrity and border
security.Shah is expected to review SIR
implementation mechanisms in sensitive
districts during the visit, potentially
escalating Centre—state confrontation
between Delhi and Kolkata.Officials
acknowledge that rapid population
growth pockets and settlement pattern
changes in parts of Seemanchal and north
Bengal have become a quiet trigger
behind the renewed infiltration focus.The
BJP interprets these shifts as evidence of
sustained cross-border migration and
Bengal's ruling Trinamool Congress
counters that demographic rhetoric is being
deployed to polarise voters before
elections.
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When the only
thing constant is
a job crisis

We live in a wild, wild world. Gone are the da
when life at work was predictablBoday nothing
is. One day there is a tdrivar. Then there i
peace, with a treaty to boéind celebration of
win on both sides of the trade bordEhne next
day, there is a tumult once again as the
Supreme Court turns it topsy-turvy again.
Uncertainty is the norm. Nothing is permanent.
permacrisis is here for surke term that elevate
crisis to a state of deep permaneie.might as
well get used to it.Aot of crazy things have be
happeningApart from the tarifwar, gold, silver
and copper prices have run amok. Indians
traditionally saved gold and silver under the g
of festive spluges, womers cravings, weddin
gifts and other excuses are today laughing all
way to their bank lockers, or to their ‘God
bureaus’All of a sudden, the personal wealth
gold- and silverconscious Indians has gone
This applies to the great Indian middle, lower
upper income groups—in that pecking order
And then there is the permacrisis in the job mar
Everyone is suddenly insecure about their job
the old days—that is, five years ago—it was
middle manager in the ganisation who wa

S

The brat pack must be reined in

It’s time the authorities realised that ordinary people are as much citizens of this country as the rich and the powerful.

HIVAM Mishra, the son of a Kanpur tobacco tycoon, is iff%
the news for the wrong reasons. He was allegecs
involved in the Lambahini crash that left several
persons injured on February 8. Shivam was arres
almost aweek later and granted bail within hours. In M4
2024, a Porsche car allegedly driven by a 17-péhr &
boy under the influence of alcohol had fatally knocke@® = '."
down two IT professionals in Pune.Instances o
juveniles or young men from well-heeled families: & ¥%= . e
pampered by their parents or grandparents and permitB 8 el

to drive luxury cars — even if they damiave a driving 'E’—f ;

licence — have been reported from cities across Ind / \ ’ |
Another common factor in most such cases is that t ‘\ '
brats and their friends spend money extravagantly
bars, pubs and night clubs, indulge in drunk driving ar._
cause mayheniThey expect their parents to extricate
them from the clutches of the police, and the cops a
often ready to oblige.The rich and the powerful are
privileged lotin our countryVhen they break laws, their
parents, instead of taking the brats to task, go to a
extent to get them bthe hook. Political pressure, legal
manoeuvres, money — everything is put to dgeeir
sense of entitlement engenders blatant disregard for -
law.In an efort to combat this menace, senioficgrs
should be tasked with visiting the spot prompily a
newly recruited IPS diter in chage of a subdivision, |
was expected to visit the scene of crimes like murde
dacoity and rape to ensure that the local police did n

of shield the guilty persons.
. TheASP/DSP(assistant/deputy superintendent of police

would receive a telegram, which had to be acted upon ) ] o
instantly TheASPwould leave all other matters in handlatter teach them to drive, even if they have not legallseduced.Tycoons usually value their time more than

and take dffor the scene of the crime in his cAlo reachedheagefor gettingalicence.Elevisionchannels anything else. If they know that pampering their childrer

delays were tolerated since the DIG (deputy inspect§howedthe Kanpurtycoons sonbeinglifted from the  will result in their going back to “school”, it may prompt

general of police) kept a havek’eye on the young drivers seat by two hefty men, who were obviously hishemtolookwithin anddocoursecorrection.

officer's movementsThe ASP’s record of his findings PrivatesecurityguardsSomepassersbwereamonghe Earlier this month, a 23-yeatd man was killed in Dwarka

" was submitted to his own S#d simultaneously to the WitnessesYet, the family’s lawyer felt that the truth  (Delhi) after a speeding SUdfiven by a 17-yeaold boy
other forms of earning to supplement MRS DIG of the police rangeThis ensured that supervision couldeasilypemanipulatedby greasingafewpalms. — who was filming a video to be posted on social medic
corpus.The young employee who replaced thls _Was exercised in the interest of justice. Inevitably family driversbecomescapegoatdnfluential — collided with a motorcycle and a taXhe car had been
middle manager was laughing all the way to fhe The Police Manual that mandated such visits bjBRor people look after them and their families in case theghallaned several times in the immediate past for
bank. Their salaries looked good and their jolgs the SDPO (subdivisional policefisfer) should now be have to spend time in jailhe authorties need to preventviolationof traffic rules,mostlyfor speedingThisshould
secu}e Come 2026. and all this is challended. revised toinclude car accidents in which yoorgmbers sucha travestyof justice.Onesolution that comesto  have alerted his fathewho obviously took no notice of
Permaérisis is heré in the jobs market for e. of affluent families are suspected to be involved. Bynind is to add a clause in the list of punishments, othénesonsactivities. _ o
young as well. In fact, the current cri sending a senior fifer to the scene earlthe possibility than the usualterms of imprisonmentor fines. This The father of the accused apologised to the vistinother
challenges the .young more than the oitie of the local police being influenced by morgywer is ~ Punishmentwhichthemagistraterthejudgeshouldbe  saying ttlat he was “ready to abide by the judici
remaining older folks in ganisations are muc considerably reduced.The rich have become even ricHegrmittedto impose,would requireparentsto attenda  decision”, but she was not keen todive him.And the
more secureThey are happily not in the midd since the Modi government came to pawbtany Workshopfor a month or even longer at the traffic ~ boy was granted interim bail to appear in the Class 1
anymoreThey are the decision-makers at the t families flaunt four or even more luxury cafEheir traininginstitute.Theimportanceof inculcatingrespect board exams, even though he was responsible for tf
Their joBs are secure till the devil of senti children never tire of mentioning the prices of theséor the law of the land should be drilled into them. Theleathof afellow human. _
artificial intelligence enters the game vehicles. This gives them more heft with their young offender should also be madeto attendthis It's time the authorities realised that ordjnpeople are as

As of now the rgost insecure pegple in jobs acr friends.Since parents have little time to devote to theWorkshop.Ifsuchpunishmenisintroducedthechances much citizens of this country as the rich and the powerful
realms of work are in back-end data generat kids, the brats are left in the company of drivaise ©Of doting parentsspoiling their young oneswill be  who do notseemto value the lives of the poor

sales and customer servicEhe entry-level is Faith goes green: Hola Mohalla set for eco-friendly langar y
by

reducing in numbers and jobs at the back-en
5 The initiative for eco-friendly langar marks an important moment where faith and environmental governance intersect

sales, logistics, finance, legal and a whole ho

verticals are being shaken, stirred and replace

Al-enabled enterprise strategies.Add to it the

that oganisations big and small are using thePUNJAB’s push to make Hola Mohalla plastic-fre

bogey ofAl to foreclose a whole host of jobs thély marks an important moment where faith and

found unsustainable, and the permacrisis for ffhe environmentalgovernanceintersect. The recent

young is completelhe status of jobs is what initiative by the Punjab Pollution Control Boal

witness in your refrigeratoEggs waiting to b (PPCB), in collaboration with the Sikh ofgr to

beaten and chicken waiting to be eaten. Nofjas €nsure plastic-free langar during Hola Mohalla

rough as that yet_but Wan'_he future W|" be I’efleCtS_a reC.Ognnlon.that.r.naSS re“gl@.mherlngs
must align with sustainability goals. Hola Mohall
held annually aAnandpur Sahib, draws lakhs ¢

n. devotees The <de of the largar (community |8

tougher still.Even a¥inod Khosla talks straigh
and loud, everyone else in themBrket is talking
e Kkitchen)operationsnevitably generategnormous 9
waste, particularly single-use plastic tels, cups: S

a language best understood by those with
and packaging. In recent years, concerns of=e

tongues. It looks almost as if no one knows of

permacrisis ahead, or everyone knows and w.

to present a comfort-facade that all is well - X >

wonder whyThe young are, therefore, challeng@d littered rlverbanksand (:_Ioggeddraln:';\gesys_te'ms

all across.This job insecurity is not only i haveglrov_vn,l?spec[a_llyglventhfggv:;ncsBr;roxmlty

engineering and technology enterprises. Itis t toecologicallysensitivezones. moveto
promote eco-friendly containersand coordinate
with religious authoritiesis significant for two
reasons. First, environmental regulation often

in every allied territoryAnd which piece of wor|
falters at large gatherings due to political

is unallied to technology today? Even the U
" sensitivities.Second Sikh institutionshave historically

worried. He or she had put in some 20 year
work and was in their late forties or early fifti
Youngsters and new recruits in their early tag
were replacing thenThe jobs could be done
cheaper salaries and lower employee-carr
costs.\dluntary retirement schemes were the
of the town once agairA whole host of th
challenged took this option and sat on the be
This time in their homes, trying to dabble w

ShiromaniGurdwaraParbandhalCommitteeat the
GoldenTemple in 2018There is also a behavioural
dimension. Langar symbolises equality and collective
responsibility Extendingthis ethosto environmental
stewardshipcan createa powerful model. Religious
messaging from clgy can reinforce compliance far
more effectively than regulatory warnings
alone.However execution will determine impact.
Announcements must translate into strict
enforcement, adequate supply of biodegradable
alternatives and proper waste segregation and
composting. Without a robust collection and
processingnechanismeven“eco-friendly” materials
risk ending up in landfills. Punjabplastic challenge
is not limited to festivals. But if Hola Mohalla 2026
sets a precedent for green religious events — witt
monitoring, transparency and post-event waste audit:
— it could become a template for other mass
gatherings across India. Faith-based
demonstrated environmental leadership — from tree environmentalismywhenmatchedvith administrative
plantation drives to earlier bans on plastic bags by theill, can transform public behaviour at scale.

driver is worried of income drop as people
smart apps to compare prices and crunch
sharing schemes to book the cheapestride
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India’s Al vision lofty, capability limited

Al has its own 'brain' that can learn on the job, even as it executes various tasks

THE Al Impact Summitheld in Delhi (Feb16-20)is a
commendable achievemefur India (notwithstanding

that previously required human-like understanding, ontryingto evolvenorms principlesregulationsandan

ratherthan merely executingfixed instructionscreated ethical frameworkthat would benefitall of mankind.
the organisationalglitches on the first day and the by humans. In shor§jl has its own 'brain’ that can learn This normativeinclusivity wasat the heartof the Delhi
GalgotiadUniversityfiasco)andburnishegheimageof  onthejob,evenasit executesarioustasks. summitobjectives.TheAl domainis dominatedby the
theModi governmenin conveningsummit-levelevents In essenceAl is the first technologythat canroutinely  USandits hi-tech ecosysterthatcompriseshe private
that relate to global governancein critical domains. surprise its creators with new capabilities, rapidly absoriectoracademiandgovernmentgenciesThus,it was
Investment commitmentsof over $250 billion are almost any cognitive skill when given enough examplemstructivethatdespitethelofty aspirationarhetoricin
welcome.The first such meg@d event to be held in the andproduceopen-endedreativeoutputat superhuman the Delhi Declarationthe US distancedtself from any
Global South, it was structured around a unigye form of globalgovernance. TheSrepresentativat
governancearchitecturebuilt on three guiding Sutras the summit, White House technology adviser
(principles)— PeoplePlanetandProgress— andseven Michael Kratsios reiteratedthis on February?20,
operational Chakrggillars) thatframed thecontours of asserting"As the Trump administrationhas now
globalcooperatiorin artificial intelligence. said many times: We totally reject global does not rank among the top fiddé-capable nations.

The preambleto the Delhi Declarationnoted that "the governanceof Al." He addedthat the technology Yes, Indiais a major adopterAifand the crowd sge at
advenbf Al marksaninflectionpointin thetrajectoryof cannot lead to a brighter future if it is controlled bythe Delhi summitreflectstheenthusiasnof theyounger
technological evolutiorhe choices that we make toda’ bureaucraciesndcentralauthorities. Indian demography that comprises ertrepreneurs,
will shapetheAl-enabledworld thatfuture generations Regulating new technologies has been central to thiesearcherandstartupshatarewaitingtoblossom.
will inherit."Endorsedby 88 countries/international distribution of global power and the Cold War is Creating an ecosystem that is enabling and empathetic t
organisations, the declaration called for further e ¢ illustrative, where nascentuclearcapability was  nurturingAl in the long term will be the abiding Indian
international cooperation and multi-stakeholder ] = » strictly controlled by the major powers led by the UShallenge.As ProfessorArogyaswamiJ Paulraj of
engagement along the seven Chakras — developmer o A h and the former USSR (now Russia).Thecivilian  Stanford University and a global Al leadercautions:
human capital; broadening access for social & ,.i"h |, strandof nuclearpowerwasstrictly regulatedand "India's heavy reliance on imported information
empowermenttrustworthinessof Al systems;enegy monitored under UN aegis (the IAEA) and thetechnology— spanningcommunicationscomputing
efficiency of Al systems;use of Al in science; military domain remained a closed club — of theand artificialintelligence, fromhardware platformso
democratising\l resourcesanduseof Al for economic volume. The ubiquitous use of ChatGPand Al-  five nuclear powers: the US, the USSR, the UK, Frandetellectual property — posesa threat to both its
growth and social good.The statement added: "lgenerated textandimages (often fakepsethe worldis and China. TheNPT (nuclearnon-proliferationtreaty) — economicealthandnationalsecurity”
complementaritywith existing internationaland other ~but one example of the spreadAdfand this is just the was imposed on all other nations, who were forbiddefrteesting in data centres(which needvast amountsof
initiatives,we will work to fostersharedunderstanding, beginning.Furtherthis Al output is generated while acquire nuclear weapon capability and this was an  water and electricity) is laudable but this remains at the
while respectingiationalsovereigntyon howAl could improving quickly year after year through relatively iniquitoustreaty but it maintaineda certaindegreeof  lower end of the Al laddeAs in the case of acquiring
be made to serve humaninoting the initiatives across predictable scaling. No previous technology wavgtability in the global strategic designcapability in critical military inventory what
the seven Chakras(pillars) of the Summit."Al is a combined those properties at the same .imis framework.Paradoxicallyndiain the1960sdespitets  matters irAl is ‘compute dominance’ and here, the US is
distinctive capability and stands out among Ccombination make&l qualitatively different and points |imited nuclearcapability with PM Nehruatthehelm, at the top of the pack, with China as a distant second
technologies,becauseit is the first general-purpose to the immense potential for consequential outcomes was able to contribute to the deliberationson the Indiais invisible This gap must be bridged if India wants
technology in history that can learn angiove at tasks both positive and negative; and hence, tleba@ focus  managemenof the apocalypticnuclearweaponsWith  tobeaneffectiveAl sherpdor theGlobalSouth.

US support, Delhi was finally accorded a special niche in
the global nuclear framework in late 2008.Al and the
nucleardomainare very different, but India hasbeen
able to articulate a normative vision of h&hshould be
harnessed for the Iger global good — and this is a lgfty
altruisticvision.Globalpowerpolitics,howeveroperate

in a more contestedealistframeworkandtechnology
denialor strict regulationandlimited disseminatioris

the underlyingprinciple. Al could becomethe critical
determinant in shaping global power and proispén
this centunyWhile India seeks to play a significant role in
the globalAl pursuit, it has a very modest capability and
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Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellerswho do not owe any responsibility for any damage or lossto any person, apurchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of thiswork. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
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Shivam Dube's bowling questioned,

RANCHI | 27 February 2026 7
called a batter and not an all-
rounder by ex-IND star

Chennai metro steps up for IND vs ZIM:
Free tickets for fans to Chepauk

improvement in his bowling over the last . e . . C
year or so, but Mohammed Kaif remains Chennai Metro Rail Limited will provide
unconvinced.The former Indian cricketer : :

said he considers Dube a pure battet an compllmentary metro rides 01_1 ThurSdayj
all-rounderfollowing his poor performance  February 26, for those attending the India
with the ball in the loss to Soutfrica. : :

Dube conceded 32 runs in the two overs hev,s Zlmbabwe'Suner 8 matCh’ with match
bowled and picked up just one wicket as ltickets doubling as metro passes. The
SouthAfrica staged a comeback with the bat iy inative includes extended services to
and took the game away from the hosts.This—, . . .
year Dube has seven wickets in 10 matchesmldnlﬂhl and spemal operatlonal measures

at an average of 19.57. But his economy- :

rate is above 10 and in the ongoihg0 near the CheDaUk stadium,
World Cup, he has leaked runs with the balk
Speaking on hi¥ouTube channel, Kaif said LONDON. (Agency)
that Dube started to go defensive in the 10khead of the much-anticipated India Vi C day Importantly match tickets (unique QR

over, when he should have tried to Zimbabwe clash, the Chennai Metro Rail . . ) .
’ \ : Do e AutomaticFareCollection(AFC) gates.IND  depart from Government Estate station agodes) will also serve as CMRMetro
attack.The former cricketer said that India Limited (CMRL) has stepped up in a big WaY s ZIM, T20World Cup Su(per8):l%review 12!000am,with oneheadedowardsWimco tickets, distributed by the eveniganizer to

doesn't need an all-rounder who bowlg a‘f,ftté?ﬁ'i‘,?g I:heel mg@g rg%irgggyfgggrfa:; 'Bach ticket holder is allowed a single round tripNagar Depot and another toward &igport  the match attendees. Each match tickets valid
t120'k_ph as Dube W|I'I|\ellmlvv;c1hysft')e|§us%eﬁ.t|ble26 The CMRL announced complimentary ffom any metro station to the Governmentine.To ensure smooth transitions for late-for one round trip on the day of the event (i.e.
0 giving away runs. e field and his <>

i i .~ Estate Metro station and back on match dayiight travelers, CMRLhas introduced a 26th February 2026)," read the statement
plan to bowl wide to Brevis, Dube showed geggsgdterz\f,g %?tzgé'gg?wso'gﬁ;’d?gg'Tﬁghe initiative is designed to manage theGreen Line interchange restriction afterf’om CMRL.INDIA IN MUST-WIN
game at MA. Chidambaram @dium in ©€xpected full attendance at the stadium11:00 pm. Passengers needing to transfer {8/ TUATION _ _

Chepauk. Fans can use their physical matcgMRL has planned special late-nightthe Green Line during this period will only béhe Super 8 clash will be a high-stakes game

tickets, which contain a unique OR code, tPPerations, extending train services untilable to do so at Chennai Central stationfor India as the hosts cannofal a loss at

access metro services by scanning the codegﬂdn'ght to accommodate post-match traveEntry into the Government Estate station willthis stageAfter their heavy loss to South
emand.The last trains oThursday will close ten minutes before the last train'@fricainAhmedabad.

W1 vs SA: India keep close watch as South T%‘ﬁﬁ?l‘?l‘ﬁl‘i‘:ﬁ.ﬁ‘;‘i:ﬁ“&‘x
Africa, West Indies aim for semis spots

he can fix it
New Delhi. (Agency)

that he wanted to be very defensive. Nobody been at the Narendra Modia8ium, with  quickly and focusing on executingthose HUBBALLI. (Agency)

bowls defensively in the 10th oveYou SouthAfrica and thaNest Indies will face df  the only exception being the match againsadjustmentsiuringthegame,'Maharajsaid Pressure does funny things to a crickétad no
looked to attack and try to take a wicket at in a crucial Super 8 clash, with the winnerthe United Arab Emirates (UAE). Aside inthe pre-match press conference. one knows it better than India opeA®hishek
that time According to me, Dube is a batter; taking a significant step toward a spot in thérom their thrilling Super Over win againSNO POINTTO PROVE' Sharma, who has been in a woeful patch of
he is not an all-roundéisaid Kaif. T20 World Cup 2026 semi-finals. But Afghanistan, Soutifrica have deliveredThe West Indies, on the other hand, have0™M in the ICCT20 World Cup 2026.The

departure, so commuters are advised to plan
their arrivals accordinglyMetro Rail
Service to Provide Extend@dain Service to
Cater tcAudience foiT20World Cup Cricket
Match in Chennai Chennai Metro Rail
Limited (CMRL) is delighted to announce a
special collaboration withTamil Nadu
Cricket Association (TNCA) to ensure
seamless and convenient travel for fans
attending the Super 8 match of the ITZD
Men’s World Cup 2026 - India vs
Zimbabwe, scheduled on 26th February
2026 at M. A. Chidambaram tadium,
Chepauk, Chennai.""As part of this
initiative, event aganizer is sponsoring
Metro rides for match attendees on the event

"We don't need an all-rounder who bowls at
120 kph. He might take an odd wicket but
will always go for runs. He can even
concede four sixes in an over agast
Indies."

'MAINTAIN BALANCE'

and the Caribbean side take the field ofMaharaj feels the team doeshave a built-
Thursday February 26 at the Narendra
Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad.Ind&’net
run rate of -3.800 took a hit following the
huge defeat to Southfrica in their first
Kaif also slammed India's use of too many Super 8 match. Net run rate could pro
left-handers in the playing XI and called for decisive for India if three teams end L
Sanju Samson's inclusion into the side for tied on six points each, as the side with
the clash against Zimbabye. Siiar scenario accurred i (820
There should be a balance_ In eve_ryth\ng. World Cup 2012, when India won two d
have gone overboard with Ieftle_s, where  ihree Super 8 matches but were edged
there are six left-handed batters in the top due to an inferior net run rate.
eight. Hardik is coming at No. 5 for the left- Meanwhile, SouthAfrica remainunbeaten
right combination. If you think it could be in the tournament, and with a net run rate jn advantage, as they've played orfefiént
your winning formula, make a squad
keeping that in mind. Bring in Sanju to get
that left-right combination," said Kaif.

Zimbabwe, they appear well-positioned foradjust their game accordingly
atop-fourfinish.

ADVANTAGE SOUTH AFRICA IN

Shanaka blames negativity, AHMEDABAD?

seeks government help after Sri
Lanka's World Cup exit

New Delhi. (Agency)
Sri Lanka captain Dasun Shanaka has blame

been very dierent. In the four matches

[} [ J [} [} [ J
gemaressanste e W iNiCUis gets his revenge as Real Madrid

government support to help safeguard the
future of the sport. His comments came after
Sri Lanka became the first side to be

Zimbabwe and India will also be keeping adominant performances at thiscome out firing on all cylinders in the World No.1T20I batter who came into the
close eye on the contest when the Proteag¢nue.However left-arm spinner Keshav ongoing tournament. Since their famousf[ournlasment in th? f?rmf of his life, haﬁ scr:lored
title triumph in India in 2016, the two-time JUSt 15 runs so farln four innings, he has

champions endured disappointing registered three ducks.But we know all of that,

campaigns in the 2021, 2022 and 2024don't we?The question India fans are searching

. for is — what has gone wrong wifkbhishek
editions. Howeverthey have looked .
like a completely transformed side this Sharma?The swashbuckling battarown for

time around.Wh five consecutive his ability to clear the ropes at will, has been
wins under their belt, theest Indies 22@mboozled by spinners and outthought by
are brimming with confidence. Batting pacers in the last four gaméehishek showed

coach Floyd Reifer said the team has® 9limmer of hope against Soutirica,

: . starting steadilybut it faded quickly after he
ggmilggettzopgl)g; \mﬁ rglopr(])iit?\?g ::g failed to read his former SunRisers Hyderabad

fearless mindset.“There's no point to {8@mmate Marco Jansen's fafutter

; kleball and was drawn into a false
prove for us and we came here like any<Nu¢ ,
other team to win the competition, a lof SPOL.WHAT'S GONE WRONG WITH

of peoplehaveusflying undertheradar ABHISHEK SHARMA?

of +3.800 theylook like strongcontenders  pitches each time. Maharaj emphasised thaput we plan every game to go in there with® understand what is going wrong, one perhaps
to advance from Group TheWest Indies more than relying on familiarityhe Proteas POSsitive mentality to win cricket games,”
are also undefeated, and after their win ovefieed to adapt quickly to the conditions andR€ifer told the reporters.ltwas only on
Monday that the West Indies hammered
"It's nice not having to travel. From a pitchZimbabwe, registering the second-highe

perspecy o9 I very 9 eating SouthAfrica will be far from

For the Proteasshmedabad has felt like a we've played here, conditions have variedtraightforward, as the Proteas have al
home away from home. Of the five gameshroughout each game. | woultlske itas a €hjoyed an impressive campaign and ha
they've played in the tournament, four havemajor advantage - what matters is adaptin&one little wrong in the tournament sa far

needs to go back to the build-up to the

tournament. In India's final preparatory seri
before thaNorld Cup Abhishek was showered
with praise for his exceptional run-scoring

kHOCk Benficu ou‘l‘ Of Chumpions Leugue spree.In a conversation with Sunil Gavaskar

between the lines and even rattled theandAbhinav MukundAbhishek had explained

crossbar while Madrid struggled to his process of picking net bowlers similar to the

impose sustained control in opposition hewould face - amethod that helped

possession.The breakthrough arrived inhim prepare for match-day challenges.

the 80th minute.slverde pounced on aA very self-awareAbhishek had said that he

loose pass in midfield and releasedknew whatbowlers would try against him in the

Vinicius into the channellhe Brazilian  World Cup and that he was prepared for those

curved his run to beat the line, drove intoplans.He had correctly predicted that team

the area and slotted a composed finish intayould either take pacefaigainst him or apply

the bottom corner to close the tie onearly pressure with spin.

Madrid’s terms. However despite hours of preparatiéxphishek
_ o _ VINICIUS GETSHISREVENGE faltered.An unfortunate bout of illness meant
minute after Madrid failed to clear their Vinicius’ goal carried weight beyond the he could not focus against USA. Batting with a
us he . ficas C lines inside the box.Madrid responded withscoreline After all the noise that followed 103-degree Fahrenheit feyeAbhishek
protect it. If you look outside the stadium, Prestianni of using discriminatory  purpose. Federic¥alverde suged down the firstleg, this was his way of dragging theprobably struggled to even track the ball
you'll see how many people are standing language With Prestiannisuspendedand  the right and squared the ball into the halfconversation back to where it belongs — onproperly and ended up handing a catch to the
with mics, and people will say sfufithout ~ Jose Mourinho missing from the touchlinespacefor AurelienTchouameniwhotimed  the pitch.The Brazilian once again broke boundary rider dfthe very first delivery he

) after his red card, the focus finally swunghis arrival perfectly before guiding the into his corner flag dance, the samefaced If the fever was not bad enough, his

back to the tactical battle on the finishfromthe &lge dthe aea. celebration that had stirred tensions inpealth deteriorated further ahead of India's next
pitch.Benfica came out with intent antthe contestremainedstretchedthroughthe  Lisbon, but this time it felt less like match in Delhi. and the left-hander was
struck early through Rafa Silva in the 14thsecond half. Benfica continued to find spacgrovocatiorandmorelike astatement. admitted to hospital due to food poisoning.

Sri Lanka job done, but New Zealand cannot
underestimate England: Rachin Ravindra

New Delhi. (Agency) but realise in two daydime it's a diferent
“New Zealand ticked one big box with achallenge,” Rachin said.He also
convincing win over Sri Lanka, but Rachin acknowledgedthe significanceof beating

knocked out of semi-final contention. i
Sri Lankas campaign came crashing down _ New Delhi. (Agency)
after a 61-run defeat in front of a packed/inicius Jrdid what he does best. He made
Khettarama crowd, a loss that followed Moment about football again.Just days af
earlier setbacks against Zimbabwe, Englandbeing dragged into a racism row in Lisbo
and New Zealand. Speaking at the post-the Real Madrid forward stepped up wi
match press conference, Shanaka said théhe decisive strike that ended Benfgd
pressure from outside the dressing room hadésistance and carried Madrid into th
become impossible to ignore. 16t of times ~ Round of 16The 2-1 win at the Santiagq
what we see and hear are negative things,”’Bernabeu sealed a 3-1 aggregate victauy
Shanaka said. “No matter how we as itwasVinicius’late intervention that shape
cricketers try to stay positive, there is the narrative of the night. The build-up to t
negativity outsideThat's a big loss for Sri  return leg had been dominated by the fallout

Lankan cricket.“This is the only sport we from the first meetingin Portugal,where
have, and | dom’know if we'll be able to  Vinicius had accusedBenficas Gianluca

come intoplay dependingn howthe final permutationgs notthepreferredoute.

even having watched the match.”

“Why spread this negativity¥es, we lost a
World Cup, and we know the reasons. Ravindra has made it clear that the job is faBri Lanka in home conditions.“#’a big
Everyone has concerns. More than talking from done. With a semi-final spot now achievement to beat Sri Lanka ig
about that and correcting it, the negativity within reach, the Black Caps all-rounder hasColombo.We know how strong they ars

matches unfold.With England alreadyHOW RACHIN RAVINDRA RATTLED SRI
assured of qualification, New Zealasdate

LANKA

Sri Lankas chase of 169 never truly
got going after an early setback saw
Pathum Nissanka dismissed for a
golden duck by Matt HenryThe
innings unraveled quickly and
Ravindraplayeda decisiverole in
thecollapse.

He struck with his very first delivery
removing Kusal Mendis, and
followed it up in the same over by
having Pavan Rathnayake stumped.
The left-arm spinner continued to
dismantle the middle order by

has come to the fore."®Wvill play and leave,  warned against taking England lightly in here and I'mimmensely proud of the fig
but for the players who will come in the their final Super 8 clash. the group showed," he added.The victo
future, if the government can even stop itgpeaking after New Zealarsd61-run win in  pushed New Zealand to second place
thats better for their mental health."SRI'colombo, Ravindra stressed that momenturfroup 2 with three points from  twg
LANKA'S HORROR RUN CONTINUES alone would not be enough heading into theifatches, following their washed-o
Sri Lankas early exit continues a worrying next challenge.With England already Opener against PakistaWhile the result
pattern inT20 World Cups. Since winning  through to the semi-finals after winning bothstrengthened their position, Ravind
the title in 2014, they have now failed t0 their matches, New Zealand must now avoidnsisted that Englans’ depth in both
reach the semi-finals in five straight gefeat to stay firmly on course for thebatting and bowling makes them
editions. This time, the slide was marked by a knockouts. ¥u're always confident going dangerous opponent regardless
string of defeats and a batting unit that jnto these fixtures, especially when we knowstandings. HOWCAN NEW ZEALAND dismissing Dasun Shanaka and
struggled to adapt to spin-friendly \ynhat the surface is going to be like, but itSEALA SEMI-FINAL SPOT o . Dushan Hemantha.
conditions. Shanaka admitted the team youid be silly to underestimate England biew Zealands win has left Pakistan needing largely remains in their own hands — aW‘Ravindra finished with impressive figures of 4
misread the Khettarama surface, which any point.They're such a quality unit and multiple results to go their way in order toagainst England would guarantee theli) > leaving Sri Lanka reeling at 59 for 6.
offered significant turn from early in the p50e shown how well they've been bowling.stay alive in the competition. Pakistan musProgress.&oiding defeat could also be Althodgh Kamindu Mendis ééred some
match, with six wickets falling to New They've got world-class batters throughoutdefeat Sri Lanka and hope England beat Newnough, depending on Pakis&nesult anpl resistance with a steady 31, Mitchell Santner
Zealands spinners as Sri Lanka limped to o orderwe'll take confidence from today Zealand inthe final Super 8 fixture.Even thathe magin involved. But Ravindra tightened the pressurefrom'the other end.
107 for8. may not be enough, as net run rate coulfhessage was clear — relying on
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Shanaya g
Kapoor \

Opens Up About Her Shelved
Films: ‘Maybe | Wasn't Meant To Do’  ~

: ; hanaya Kapoor is currently seen in the survival thriller film, Tu Yaa

Main, with Adarsh Gourav. Well, she recently opened up about her

journey to big-screen debut films, which were shelved. Shanaya
had multiple offers coming her way, including Bedhadak and
Vrusshabha with Mohanlal.In a conversation with the Indian Express
SCREEN, Shanaya Kapoor opened up about her debut films. “When I
look back at it now, I feel everything happens for a reason. Maybe I
wasn’t meant to do those films. Maybe I was meant to do something
completely different. Looking at it in hindsight now, I feel glad my
career shaped this way," Shanaya said.

Tu Yaa Main Box Office Day 4:

Bejoy Nambiar’s survival thriller Tu Yaa Main, led by Adarsh Gourav
and Shanaya Kapoor, is struggling to find firm footing at the box office.

Despite a steady weekend

pattern, the film’s overall

numbers remain
underwhelming, raising
concerns about its theatrical
longevity. On its first

Monday, the film recorded a

35 percent drop from Friday,

adding just Rs 40 lakh to its

tally. The four-day
cumulative collection now
stands at Rs 3.25 crore nett in

India. While a Monday

decline after the weekend is

standard, the issue lies in the

scale of collections. For a

film that does not ride on

conventional star power,
strong word-of-mouth
becomes crucial for survival.

That push, however, seems

missing. The thriller appears
to be heading toward a disappointing theatrical run, with limited
audience traction and subdued buzz.

Adarsh Gourav Urges Audiences To Show Up For Tu Yaa Main: ‘We
Are Off To A Slow Start But...’

In his note, Adarsh appealed to audiences to show up for smaller
commercial films like theirs as well. “It’s important that people show
up in bigger numbers and watch smaller commercial films like ours too
because it gives a real chance to other writers and directors to develop
films that are clutter-breaking. It encourages producers to back films
that are trying to do anything unique. Plus, this one is tailor-made for a
big screen experience. We are off to a slow start but we’ve been feeling
all the love coming our way. If you liked the film, please tell your
friends about it and watch us all get destroyed by an 18-foot
Crocodile," he wrote. ;

About The Film

Tu Yaa Main centres on a modern couple fighting for survival against a
deadly creature. The film is directed by Bejoy Nambiar, known for
Wazir (2016), Taish (2020), and Dange (2024). From a business
standpoint, his previous projects have seen modest returns, and it
remains to be seen whether this latest outing can stage a turnaround in
the coming days.

collaboration with Gautam Gulati. The fan-
favourite duo was last seen together in Bigg Boss

8, and since the,n fans have been eagerly waiting for a
reunion.During an interview with Filmygyan, the
reality TV star answered the most asked fan question
and talked about her bond with Gautam Gulati.

Sonali Raut Hints at Collab With
Gautam Gulati

When the host read a fan comment that
stated, “We miss Sonali Raut and
Gautam Gulati’s bond. We need a
reunion." Sonali’s instant reaction
was “Oh my god!" She added, “Main
Gautam ko call kar rahi hu aur usko
bol rahi hu we need a reunion."

Talking about their bond, Sonali shared,
“Hum milte rehte hai. I think Gautam
mujhe beech main T-Series ke party
mai bhi mila tha...mai woh share kar
rahi hu. I think hum dono ek dusre ko
social media pe bhi follow karte
hu."She further asked for suggestions
from fans, “Toh kya kare? Reality
show kare? Love show kare?"
Following Sonali’s revelation about
her strong bond with Gautam Gulati,
fans are hoping for the dynamic duo’s on-screen
reunion.

Sonali Raut and Gautam Gulati’s Close Bond

Sonali Raut and Gautam Gulati developed a close and
highly speculated romantic bond during their
appearance on Bigg Boss 8 in 2014. Often referred to

- as “Gaunali" by fans and media, the duo initially

shared intimate moments on the show, including

: ;onali Raut dropped hints about a possible

.
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Sonali Raut

Hints At Possible Reunion With
Gautam Gulati: ‘Love Show Kare?’

sleeping in the same bed and flirting. However, their
relationship was inconsistent on the show, with both
expressing mixed feelings of affection and frustration
at different points.

Sonali Raut and Gautam Gulati on the Work Front
Sonali Raut was recently seen appearing in Bigg Boss

Marathi Season 6. However, she did not stay long on

the show and became the second contestant who was
eliminated. Following her exit, she revealed that she
suffered from a health nfection due to compromised
hygiene inside the house, which affected her
performance in tasks.On the other hand, Gautam
Gulati was last seen on MTV Roadies XX. In the show
he was one of the gang leaders alongside Prince
Narula, Neha Dhupia, Rhea Chakraborty, and Elvish
Yadav.

& =

Kareena Kapoor Khan Shares
Hilarious ‘Boy Mom’ Meme, Gives
Fans A Peek Into Mommy Life

areena Kapoor Khan once again proved that

she is as relatable as she is glamorous. The

ctress shared a hilarious meme that perfectly

summed up her life as a mother of two boys, leaving
fans amused.

Taking to her Instagram stories, Kareena shared a
hilarious post talking about boy mom problems and
reacting to the same, the actress wrote, “me all day
with laughing emojis". Earlier, one such viral video
of scolding Jeh through eyes went viral. Kareena
Kapoor notices Jeh is doing mischief, and she tries to
stop him. She screams his name and also gives him a
stern look, which was enough for Jeh to stop. The
actress look immediately went viral and fans called
her typical Indian mom. One of the fans wrote,
“Awww she looks amazing at everything she does I
love how she is keeping her kid out from any
mischief.”

Speaking in a special Valentine’s Day conversation
with Times Entertainment, Saif and Kareena shared
how they celebrate the day. “We don’t plan grand
gestures. We watch a movie, stay at home, lounge on
the couch, and have a night in with pizza and some
great wine or Chinese food," Saif said. Kareena
added, “If we’re together and unhurried, that’s
enough celebration." On gifts, Saif revealed, “T like
to gift her when it feels right. Not just because the
calendar says so," while Kareena appreciated
thoughtful gestures.

Love Built on Friendship and Honesty

The couple first met on the sets of Tashan, and though
the film wasn’t a hit, their personal bond blossomed.
“We didn’t fall in love trying to impress anyone. We
were working, talking, arguing, laughing, and one
day it just became obvious," Saif recalled. Kareena
emphasized, “We chose each other as people first.
Everything else came later."

Parenthood and Perspective: Raising Taimur and
Jeh

Life as parents to Taimur and Jeh has brought new
perspectives. Kareena explained, “What’s changed
is perspective. What hasn’t changed is comfort. He is
home!" Saif said, “There’s no pretending. That’s a
luxury in itself. The ease of being around someone is
the best leisure. Life is full of chores, love can’t be
one of them. We just get each other without words."

Sunita Ahuja Ready To Forgive
Govinda Amid Cheating Allegations?
She Says 'l Tolerated A Lot’

[ ¥
unita Ahuja has finally addressed rumours
regarding her personal life. In one of her
recent YouTube vlogs, Sunita openly

spoke about emotional struggles, family
dynamics and how she has evolved over the
years. She also broke her silence on Govinda’s
cheating allegations and stated that she is
ready to forgive the actor only on one
condition — if he starts to listen to her.“Many
people took advantage of my innocence. I
tolerated a lot — but not anymore. I have built
my own identity now. I will always remain
emotional because a 40-year relationship
doesn’t break overnight. But I have become
strong-hearted," Sunita said as quoted by the
Indian Express.

However, when asked whether she would
forgive Govinda, Sunita stated, “You never
know. He is my childhood love. If he changes
and lives according to what I believe is right, I
will forgive him."

Sunita Ahuja further explained that at her age,
she does not want to take stress and added, “I
don’t want to hear everything in the news. This
is not the age where I can handle such stress —
I am going through menopause. At this time,
you need your husband and children to support
you, not put pressure on you."

When asked if she thinks Govinda also made her
feel let down, Sunita said, “He must have his
own thoughts too. I believe this can’t go on
forever. Eventually, when age catches up,
one’s wife and children are the ones who stand
by you."

She further claimed that attempts to confront
Govinda about their issues have not always
brought clarity. According to Sunita, he often
laughs off serious conversations, leaving her
feeling unheard. “I have said everything
indirectly and directly — for someone sensible,
even a hint is enough," she said.Govinda and
Sunita got married in 1987. They have two
children—daughter Tina and son Yashvardhan.
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Justice Varma probe
panel reconstituted

NEW DELHI, Agency: LS
Secretariat Wednesday reconstituted
the three-member inquiry panel that is
probing allegations against Justice
Yashwant Varma of Allahabad HC. The
secretariat, in a notification, replaced
Madras HC chief justice Manindra
Mohan Shrivastava with Bombay HC
chief justice Shree Chandrashekhar
with effect from March 6.

The other two members of the panel
remain the same. The reason for the
change was not immediately known.

After SC rap, NCERT ‘trying'
to retrieve sold copies of now-
withdrawn class 8 textbook

NEW DELHI, Agency: The
National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) on
Thursday moved to retrieve 38 copies
of the now-withdrawn Class 8 Social
Science textbook after drawing sharp
criticism from the Supreme Court.

A bench led by CJI Surya Kant
described the content as a "deep-rooted
conspiracy to defame" the judiciary.

The textbook sparked a judicial
backlash after the newly introduced
edition outlined key challenges facing
the country's judicial system, including
corruption, a heavy backlog of cases,
and an inadequate number of judges.

However, following strong remarks
from the CJI-led bench, NCERT on
Wednesday decided to remove refer-
ences to "corruption at various levels of
the judiciary” from the textbook and
revised the chapter titled "The Role of
the Judiciary in Our Society.'

In a late-night development, the
board announced that it has put the
distribution of the newly released text-
book on hold after noticing "inappro-
priate textual material and error of
judgement" in the chapter on the judici-
ary. It said the issue was flagged both
internally and by the Department of
School Education and Literacy under
the education ministry.

The CJI said, "Judges of the consti-
tutional and district courts are per-
turbed by this. I have taken suo motu
cognisance of the issue. I will not allow
anyone on earth to defame the institu-
tion or taint its integrity.

On track to develop locally-
made marine engine for Navy
by 2028: Kirloskar co CEQ

New Delhi, Agency: Kirloskar Oil
Engines, one of the flagship companies
of India's Kirloskar group, has said that
the company is "on track" to deliver
India's first locally-made marine engine
for the Indian Navy.

A four-stroke, 6 MW V12 engine will
be "delivered to the Navy by April
2028"as per contractually-mandated
deadline, Kirloskar Oil Engines' CEO
Rahul Sahai recently told the media.

A sanction order for the design and
development of a 6 MW medium speed
marine diesel engine was signed
between the Navy and the Kirloskar last
April under Make-I category of the pro-
curement procedure. Prototype diesel
engine with indigenous content of over
50% is being developed at a cost of Rs
270 crore with 70% funding from the
govt. These engines are intended for
main propulsion and power generation
on Navy and Coast Guard vessels.

The Navy has contracted the devel-
opment of this engine in order to
achieve 'Aatmanirbharta’ (self-reliance)
in marine engine manufacturing. The
engine development will reduce
reliance on foreign original equipment
manufacturers from countries like the
US, UK, and Ukraine as the critical
technology will be available in-house
and save foreign exchange. The initia-
tive strengthens indigenous capabili-
ties, supports the "Make in India" ini-
tiative, and fosters a domestic defence
industrial ecosystem. The development
of the engine supports the conversion
of older steam-based systems to mod-
ern, efficient diesel-based systems, as
seen in the upgrade of the INS Beas.

National
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Standoff between Delhi, Shimlapoliceover Youth
Congressworkers arrest endsafter 24 hours

New Delhi, Agency: A
high-voltage standoff between
the police teams of Delhi and
Shimla came to an end after a
dramatic 24 hours on
Thursday morning, after the
Delhi Police team was finally
cleared to head back to the
national capital along with the
three Youth Congress activists
arrested in connection with the
"shirtless protest” at the Al
Summit. In the 24-hour stale-
mate, the Delhi Police team was
"detained" for about five hours
even after procuring the transit
remand from the magistrate.

Kidnapping case
against Delhi police: On
Wednesday evening, the
Himachal Pradesh Police reg-
istered a kidnapping case
against the Delhi Police per-
sonnel and "detained" their

New Delhi, Agency:
Digital News  Publishers
Association (DNPA) chairper-
son and Manorama Online CEO
Mariam Mammen Mathew on
Thursday opened the DNPA
conclave and said that artificial
intelligence and rapid shifts in
the digital ecosystem are funda-
mentally reshaping how news is
created, distributed, discovered
and monetised.

Speaking at the Third
Annual Storyboardi8 DNPA
Conclave 2025 on the theme,
"Transformation of Media in
the Age of  Artificial
Intelligence," Mathew said the
industry is at a critical juncture
as artificial intelligence, evolv-
ing data governance norms,
shifting platform economics
and changing audience behav-
iour redefine digital journalism.

With India preparing to
implement a forward-looking
AT regulatory framework, she
described the dialogue between

CBI secures return of Red Notice accused

vehicles at the Shogi border
near Shimla. This occurred
while they were en route to the
national capital with the three

Youth Congress members in
custody.

The three accused, along

with members of the Delhi

Al policy shifts and plat-
form changes redrawing future of digital news

policymakers and industry
leaders as both timely and
essential.

Mathew said DNPA has
worked to ensure that the voice
of credible digital publishers
remains central to this transfor-
mation. The association has
engaged with the government
on key policy consultations,
including the Digital Personal
Data Protection framework,
discussions on generative Al,
copyright and broader regulato-
ry developments affecting digi-

tal news.

"Strong Al requires strong,
credible journalism," she said,
highlighting the need to anchor
technological advancement in
trust and editorial integrity.

Internally, she noted, DNPA
has strengthened collaboration
among its members, focusing
on traffic growth, sustainable
monetisation models, news-
room adoption of AI tools and
collective opportunities for
innovation. Through working
groups, policy dialogues and
knowledge exchanges, the asso-
ciation aims to ensure that no
publisher navigates the ongoing
disruption alone.

Mathew emphasised that
trust remains the core principle
amid industry-wide transfor-
mation. She said DNPA has
brought together policymakers,
technology leaders, industry
partners and publishers not
only to discuss challenges but to
co-create solutions.

Police, were taken to the resi-
dence of Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate (ACJM 1I)
Ekansh Kapil at 1.30 am after
undergoing medical examina-
tion at the Deendyal Upadhyay
Zonal Hospital in Shimla on
Wednesday night. They were
granted the transit remand and
resumed their journey.
However, on early
Thursday morning, the Delhi
police team was detained again
at Kanlog in Shimla. They were
instructed to return to the
national capital with the
accused and a few additional
police personnel, while the
remaining members were
asked to stay behind and coop-
erate with the investigation
into the kidnapping case
against them. The Shimla
police also asked the Delhi

team to hand over a copy of the
digital evidence they pos-
sessed, which had allegedly
been gathered during the
arrest of the activists in Rohru.

The Delhi Police insisted
that the safety of the three
accused was their responsibili-
ty and that they would not
leave any of their members
behind. They later continued
their movement towards
Shoghi. Later at the Shoghi
border, however, the Delhi
team was detained yet again by
the Shimla police at 4 am.

The Shimla police barricad-
ed a vehicle belonging to the
Delhi Police, which contained
CCTV footage and other evi-
dence. The Delhi Police stated
that this vehicle holds digital
evidence, accompanying docu-
ments, and arms.

Maoist commander killed by leader for
allegedly plannlng surrender in Odlsha

New Delhi, Agency: A
Maoist commander, carrying
a reward of Rs 22 lakh on his
head, was allegedly killed by
his leader for intending to
surrender to the Odisha
Police, a senior officer said.

Anwesh, alias Renu, a
native of Sukma in neigh-
bouring Chhattisgarh, was
allegedly killed by notorious
Naxal leader Sukru on
January 29.

Anwesh was a divisional
committee member (DVCM)
and military platoon com-
mander of the KKBN

from UAE via Interpol channels

New DElhi Agency: The
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) on Thursday successfully
coordinated the return of wanted
Red Notice subject Anil Kumar
Reddy Yeddula from the UAE
through Interpol channels.

Anil Kumar Reddy Yeddula is
a wanted subject of Andhra
Pradesh Police in case of cheat-
ing, criminal breach of trust and
criminal intimidation. The
International Police Cooperation
Unit (IPCU), CBI, in collabora-
tion with the MEA and the NCB-
Abu Dhabi successfully brought
back Yeddula to India on
Thursday. He was escorted by a
team of Dubai Police and arrived
at Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport, Hyderabad, from Dubai.

Yeddula was handed over to
the Andhra Pradesh police team
at the airport.

The CBI had got the Red
Notice  published through
Interpol in this case on

Cigarettes after tax: The post-February crisis, and how smokers are reac

New Delhi, Agency:
When cigarette prices began
climbing across India in early
February, the effect was imme-
diate and oddly chaotic.
Smokers paid different prices
for the same pack on the same
street. Retailers blamed whole-
salers. Wholesalers blamed the
new tax regime. What was
framed as a clean public health
reform quickly revealed a
messier economic story.

Popular culture has long
understood what policymakers
sometimes underestimate. In
Money Heist, the Professor
insists the real vulnerability is
never the vault but the system
around it. Apply enough pres-
sure and the cracks appear
elsewhere. In The Wolf of Wall
Street, excess is not driven by
morality but by margins; when
the spread is wide enough,
someone will step in to capture
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September 5, 2022, on the
request of Andhra Pradesh
Police.

Yeddula was arrested by the
UAE authorities and a decision
was taken to extradite the subject
to India. Red Notices published
by Interpol are circulated to all
the law enforcement agencies
globally for the tracking of want-
ed criminals. The CBI as the
National Central Bureau for
Interpol in India coordinates
with all law enforcement agencies
in India through Bharatpol for
assistance via Interpol channels.
More than 130 wanted criminals
have been brought back to India
in last few years through coordi-
nation via Interpol channels.

(Kalahandi- Kandhamal—
Boudh-Nayagarh) Division,
police said.

Police in Kandhamal dis-
trict on Wednesday exhumed
his decomposed body from
the Pakari reserve forest area
under Daringbadi police sta-
tion limits. "It has been
ascertained that Anwesh was
killed by Sukru and his asso-
ciates when the former was
preparing to surrender
before the Odisha Police
along with some other
Maoist cadre," Kandhamal
SP Harish BC told PTI.

Reliance Group chairman Anil Ambani

appears before ED in money laundering case

NEW DELHI, Agency:
Reliance Group chairman
Anil Ambani appeared before
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in New Delhi on
Thursday for a second round
of questioning in connection
with a bank fraud-linked
money laundering investiga-
tion involving his group com-
panies.

The 66-year-old business-
man reached the agency's
office in central Delhi around
10.30am. Officials said his
statement would be recorded
under the provisions of the
Prevention of  Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
Ambani was first questioned
by the ED in August 2025.

The investigation is
linked to an alleged bank
fraud of over Rs 40,000
crore involving Reliance
Communications (RCOM), a

Lo

group company of the Anil
Dhirubhai Ambani Group
(ADAG). Ambani and several
of his companies are facing
allegations related to loan
fraud and financial irregular-
ities. The ED has informed
the Supreme Court that it has
registered three money laun-
dering cases against ADAG
entities as part of the probe
into alleged bank loan fraud
and related violations.
Following recent directions

million individuals aged 15
and above, nearly 29% of the
adult population,

consume

it. And in Gangs of Wasseypur,
power does not shift with
speeches but with control over
supply. Whoever controls dis-
tribution controls the street.
India's 2026 tobacco over-
haul sits at the intersection of
those three insights. Raise
taxes sharply and you do not
just change behaviour. You
change incentives, redistribute
margins and test the resilience
of the supply chain. What fol-

-

lows is less a story about ciga-
rettes than about what hap-
pens when policy pressure
meets market reality.

The scale of the prob-
lem: Although the most recent
nationally representative sur-
veys predate the 2026 reforms,
they remain the clearest
benchmark of India's tobacco
burden. According to the
Global Adult Tobacco Survey
(2016-17), approximately 267

tobacco in some form in India.
Of these, an estimated 130 mil-
lion are smokers. The World
Health Organisation (WHO)
reports that India accounts for
nearly 12% of the world's total
smokers.

Tobacco use patterns vary
significantly across regions and
demographics. A survey from
2013 conducted by the
International Institute of
Population Sciences in collabo-
ration with the ministry of
health and family welfare
found that Kolkata records the
highest smoking rate in the
country, with 56.6% of its pop-
ulation identified as smokers.

The data further reveals a
stark gender disparity in the
city: 82% of men and 23.5% of
women smoke. Meanwhile,
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from the apex court, the
agency has also set up a spe-
cial investigation team (SIT)
to examine multiple cases
involving the group.

On Wednesday, the ED
attached Ambani's Mumbai
residence, 'Abode’, valued at
Rs 3,716 crore, under the
anti-money laundering law.
The property, located in
Mumbai's Pali Hill area, is a
66-metre-high structure
spread across 17 floors.

ing

Uttarakhand reports the high-
est prevalence of beedi smok-
ing. A 2008 health ministry
report estimated that around
100 million people - largely
from economically disadvan-
taged and less educated com-
munities - smoke beedis. The
report also linked beedi smok-
ing to approximately 200,000
deaths due to tuberculosis,
highlighting the severe health
consequences associated with
tobacco use in India.

Since February 1, the legal
trade has fractured into what
smokers describe as a land-
scape of sticker-shock and
secrecy: packs sold at more
than 20 % above MRP, whole-
salers hoarding stock, retailers
charging different prices to dif-
ferent customers, and a grow-
ing presence of non-compliant
foreign  brands  entering
through porous borders.
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M iscellaneous

In the digital age, the concept of
friendship has undergone a profound
transformation. With the rise of social
media platforms, messaging apps, and
online communities, people are now
forming bonds that transcend geo-
graphical boundaries. A person sitting
in Bhopal can effortlessly build a
friendship with someone in another
country, sharing ideas, emotions, and
experiences in real time. This shift has
redefined how we perceive relation-
ships, raising an important question:
are online friendships as meaningful
as real-life relationships?

Online friendships often begin
through shared interests. Whether it
is a hobby, a fandom, a professional
network, or even a gaming platform,
people connect over common ground.
These interactions can feel genuine
and fulfilling, especially for individu-
als who struggle to find like-minded
people in their immediate surround-
ings. For introverts or those dealing
with social anxiety, the online world
provides a safe space to express them-
selves without fear of judgment.

One of the biggest advantages of
online friendships is accessibility.
Communication is instant, conven-
ient, and often constant. Through
texts, voice notes, and video calls, peo-
ple can stay connected throughout the
day. This level of interaction can cre-
ate a sense of closeness, even without
physical presence. Moreover, online
friendships can be deeply supportive.
Many individuals find emotional com-
fort in friends they have never met in
person, sharing their struggles and
receiving empathy and advice.

However, despite these benefits,
online friendships have limitations.
The absence of physical presence
means missing out on non-verbal
communication—facial expressions,
gestures, and tone—which play a cru-
cial role in understanding emotions.
Misunderstandings are more likely in
text-based conversations, where a
simple message can be interpreted in
multiple ways.

Real-life relationships, on the other
hand, offer depth and authenticity
that digital interactions often cannot
fully replicate. Spending time together
physically creates shared memories,
strengthens emotional bonds, and
builds trust in a way that virtual com-
munication struggles to achieve. A
hug, a smile, or even silent compan-
ionship carries emotional weight that
no emoji can replace.

Another concern with online

Gaming Guiture Among Youth

VIRTUAL
FRIEND

VS

friendships is the issue of authentici-
ty. In the digital world, people often
present curated versions of them-
selves. Profiles, photos, and posts may
not reflect reality, making it difficult
to truly know a person. This can lead
to unrealistic expectations or even
deception.

Moreover, an over-reliance on
online friendships can lead to social
isolation in the real world. Individuals
may become so comfortable with vir-
tual interactions that they avoid face-
to-face communication, gradually
weakening their real-life social skills.

That said, it would be unfair to dis-
miss online friendships as superficial.
In many cases, they evolve into
strong, meaningful relationships.

REAL
FRIEND

Some even transition into real-life
friendships, proving that digital con-
nections can be just as genuine.

The key lies in balance. Online
friendships should complement, not
replace, real-life relationships.
Maintaining strong bonds with family,
friends, and colleagues in the physical
world is essential for emotional well-
being. In conclusion, online friend-
ships and real relationships each have
their own value. While the digital
world offers convenience and global
connectivity, real-life interactions
provide depth and emotional rich-
ness. In a world where both coexist,
the challenge is not choosing one over
the other, but learning how to nurture
both effectively.
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Addiction to ShortVideo Content

The digital revolution has
transformed the way we con-
sume information and entertain-
ment. Among the most signifi-
cant changes is the rise of short
video content. Platforms like
TikTok, Instagram Reels, and
YouTube Shorts have captured
the attention of millions, offering
quick, engaging, and often addic-
tive content that fits perfectly
into the fast-paced lifestyle of
modern users.

Short videos are designed to
grab attention instantly. With
durations ranging from a few
seconds to a minute, they deliver
entertainment in a highly con-
densed form. Whether it is come-
dy, dance, education, or lifestyle
content, there is something for
everyone. The ease of scrolling
from one video to another cre-
ates a continuous stream of stim-
ulation, making it difficult for
users to stop.

The addictive nature of short
video content is not accidental.
These platforms use sophisticat-
ed algorithms to analyze user
behavior—what you watch, like,
share, or skip—and then tailor
content accordingly. This per-
sonalization keeps users engaged
for longer periods, often without
them realizing how much time
has passed. From a psychological
perspective, short videos trigger
the release of dopamine, the
brain’s “reward” chemical. Each
entertaining clip provides a small
burst of pleasure, encouraging
users to keep scrolling in search
of the next enjoyable moment.
This cycle can quickly turn into a
habit, and in some cases, an
addiction. One of the most
noticeable effects of this addic-
tion is a reduced attention span.
Constant exposure to quick, fast-

paced content makes it difficult
for individuals to focus on longer
tasks such as reading, studying,
or even watching a full-length
movie. This has significant impli-
cations for students and profes-
sionals alike.

Productivity is another area
that suffers. What begins as a
short break often turns into
hours of mindless scrolling.
Tasks get delayed, deadlines are
missed, and overall efficiency
declines. Many users experience
a sense of guilt after spending
excessive time on these plat-
forms, yet find it challenging to
control their usage.

Mental health is also impact-
ed. While some content can be
uplifting or informative, exces-
sive consumption can lead to
anxiety, comparison, and dissat-
isfaction. Seeing curated and
often unrealistic portrayals of life
can create pressure to achieve
similar standards.

Despite these concerns, short
video content is not inherently
harmful. It has democratized
content creation, allowing any-
one with a smartphone to share
their ideas and talents. It has also
become a powerful tool for edu-
cation, awareness, and social
change. The solution lies in
mindful consumption. Setting
screen time limits, taking regular
breaks, and consciously choosing
what to watch can help maintain
a healthy balance. Digital well-
being tools available on smart-
phones can also assist in moni-
toring usage. In conclusion, short
video platforms have revolution-
ized entertainment but come
with their own set of challenges.
As users, it is essential to recog-
nize the fine line between enjoy-
ment and addiction.

Privacyinthe Age of Social Media

Gaming has become one of
the most influential aspects of
youth culture in the digital
era. What was once consid-
ered a simple pastime has
evolved into a multi-billion-

dollar industry, shaping
entertainment, social interac-
tion, and even career oppor-
tunities. Today’s games are
immersive, interactive, and
highly engaging, attracting
millions of young players
worldwide.

Modern gaming is not lim-
ited to single-player experi-
ences. Online multiplayer
games allow players to con-
nect with others across the
globe, forming communities
and friendships. For many
young people, gaming serves
as a social platform where
they can communicate, col-
laborate, and compete.

The rise of esports has fur-
ther elevated gaming’s status.
Professional gamers partici-
pate in tournaments, earn

sponsorships, and gain recog-
nition similar to traditional
athletes. This has opened up
new career paths, inspiring
many young individuals to
pursue gaming seriously.
Gaming also offers several

cognitive benefits. It
enhances problem-solving
skills, improves hand-eye

coordination, and encourages
strategic thinking. Certain
games require teamwork and
communication, helping play-
ers develop social skills in a
virtual environment.
However, the growing pop-
ularity of gaming has raised
concerns. One of the primary
issues is addiction. Excessive
gaming can lead to neglect of
academic responsibilities,
reduced physical activity, and
disrupted sleep patterns.
Some players may become so
immersed in virtual worlds
that they lose touch with real-
ity. Another concern is expo-
sure to inappropriate content
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or toxic online behavior.
Cyberbullying, aggressive
communication, and
unhealthy competition can
negatively impact young play-
ers. Parents and guardians
often worry about the influ-
ence of such environments.

Despite these challenges, it
is important to adopt a bal-
anced perspective. Gaming,
when done in moderation,
can be a healthy and enjoy-
able activity. Setting time lim-
its, encouraging outdoor
activities, and maintaining a
routine can help prevent
excessive usage.

Educational institutions
and parents also have a role to
play. Instead of completely
restricting gaming, guiding
young individuals toward
responsible usage can be
more effective.
Understanding the games
they play and engaging in dis-
cussions can build trust and
awareness.

In an era where sharing
has become second nature,
privacy is increasingly under
threat. Social media plat-
forms have transformed
how we communicate,
express ourselves, and inter-
act with the world. However,
this convenience often
comes at the cost of person-
al data.

Every action performed
online—liking a  post,
searching for information,
or sharing a photo—con-
tributes to a digital foot-
print. This data is collected,
analyzed, and often used to
personalize content and
advertisements. While this
enhances user experience, it
also raises serious concerns
about data security.Many
users are unaware of how
much information they are
sharing. Personal details
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such as location, prefer-
ences, and daily activities
can be easily accessed if pri-
vacy settings are not proper-
ly managed. This makes
individuals vulnerable to
cyber threats such as hack-
ing, identity theft, and online
scams.One of the biggest
challenges is the lack of
awareness. Users often
accept terms and conditions
without fully understanding
them, unknowingly granting
platforms access to their
data. Additionally, overshar-
ing on social media can
expose individuals to risks,
including stalking and
fraud.Governments  and
organizations are taking
steps to address these issues
through data protection laws
and regulations. However,
technology evolves rapidly,
and keeping up with these

changes remains a chal-
lenge.Individual responsibil-
ity plays a crucial role in
maintaining privacy. Simple
measures such as using
strong passwords, enabling
two-factor authentication,
and being cautious about
what is shared online can
significantly reduce
risks.Education and aware-
ness are key. Understanding
how digital platforms oper-
ate and being mindful of
online behavior can empow-
er users to protect them-
selves.In conclusion, while
social media has revolution-
ized communication, it has
also introduced new chal-
lenges related to privacy.
Striking a balance between
sharing and safeguarding
personal information is
essential in today’s digital
world.
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