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Massive blackout hits
Dominican Republic for the
second time in three months

SANTO DOMINGO. (Agency)

The Dominican Republic was briefly hit by a country-| jke many drug lords, Nemesio Osegueranew brother-in-law, Abigad Gorzdlez
wide blackout Monday in the second such outage in ceryantes kept a low profile until he wasValencia, also known as “El Cuini.”

the past three months, triggering concerns about th
stability of the Caribbean nation's power grid.
Monday's blackout snarled tfiaf disrupted public
transportation and forced some businesses $e @e
crews scrambled to restore powére countrys main
power plants abruptly stopped supplying eger
before noon, causing all other plants to shut down
according to the state-owned Dominican Electricity
Transmission Companut by mid-afternoon, the
system was operating at nearly 30% of its capacit
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The criminal ascent of 'El Mencho' as
Mexico's most powerful drug lord

MEXICO CITY . (Agency)
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married into the “Cuinis” gang led by his “Nacho” Coronel,a finance operatorfor =~ NewGeneratiorCartelaround2009.

the Sinaloa Cartel and associate of Joaqoétiscacartelsexplosivegrowth

“El Chapo” Guzman,the former cartel |n less than two decades, Oseguera Cervante

&illed by the Mexican army Sunday in thReturnto Mexico leader now serving a life sentence in a U.Sconsolidated a powerful criminal
western state of Jalisco.Despite buildimgter serving three years in prison for heroinprison.Oscar Navdalencia took control of - organizationwith thousandsf members,
one of Mexicos most powerful criminal trafficking, Oseguera Cervantes wa that according to the U.S. Drug
organizations over two decades, the onlydeported to Mexico. Back in Michoaca Enforcement Administration, has a
known photographs of the known as “Elhe began working more closely with “Lo presencein 21 of Mexico’s 32 states.
Mencho” come from his earlier arrests onCuinis,” which were tied to drug lorcg Mexican authorities say the cartel

' robbery and drug chges in California in  Armando Valencia Cornelio, alias “El operates in 36 countries.Flores attributed
the 1980s and early 1990s. Maradona,” leader of the now defun that rapid growth to various factors,

Milenio cartel.Thats when in the 1990s o including the securitypoliciesof former

President Enrique Pefia Nieto that

Enegy Minister Joel Santos said."Essential services Cervantes Sunday rapalpa, Jalisco state, Oseguera Cervantes “was in contact wit|g
such “as hospitals, drinking water systems, massas special forces attempted to capture him.significant organization” that trafficked
transit and airports are operating with their backugrom Michoacan to CaliforniaOsegueracocaine with Colombians and had ties |
systems,” he said.Santos said that the failves Cervantes, 59, was originally from thetraffickers in Sinaloa state, Flores said. H
caused by a trip in a transmission line switch, which farming community of El Naranjo, in the beganworking asa gunmanfor Valencia
caused the system to go into protection mode. neighboring state of Michoacan.He wasComelio.As corflict grew with other
A massive blackout that hit the Dominican Repuhlic born Rubén Oseguera Cervantes, but fogroupsin Michoacan,ValenciaCornelio
last November was blamed on human error during unknown reasons later added Nemesio, thend Gonzédlez Valencia moved their
line maintenance work.
Carlos Flores, a researcher with the Centerel ationship with Sinaloan drug
for Research and Higher Education intraffickers.Theriseof ‘El Mencho’

weakenedhe SinaloaCartel, including
the final capture of Guzmanand his
extraditionto theU.S. That openerdhore
space for the Jalisco cartel to expand.The

the Milenio cartel and they became thecartels growth alarmed the Unitedaes.
enforcers for the Sinaloa Cartel against then May 2016, it added Oseguera Cervantes
hyperviolent In an example of how taking to its most wanted lisTwo years laterthe
origin of his nickname “El Mencho,” said operations to Jalisco and strengthened thefrut cartel leaders can generate more gangsl.S. State Department offered a $10
Nava Valencias capture in 2009 and the million reward for information leading to
Mexican militarys killing of Coronel a his arrest. In 2024, they raised it to $15

Former ambassador
Mandelson released on bail

SocialAnthropologyWhenhewasyoung, After Valencia Corneli@ arrest in 2003, Yyear later deepened divisions within the million. Last year U.S. President Donald
Oseguera Cervantes migrated to the Unite@GonzéalezValencias crew and Oseguera Organization.A faction led by Oseguera Trump designated the Jalisco New
Statesand settledin California. Therehe  Cervantes began to work for IgnacioCervantes joined with Erikvalencia Generation Cartel and five other Mexican

Salazay alias “El 85,” to form the Jalisco cartels as foreign terroristganizations.

in probe into Epstein ties:
Britain police

LONDON. (Agency)

Police in Britain said Peter Mandelson, the former UK.
ambassador to the Uniteth&s, has been released on
bail after he was arrest in an Epstein files miscondua}z{fter
probe.AMetropolitan Police spokesperson said in a
statement: “A72-yearold man arrested on suspicion

Cuba has survived 66 years of US-led embargoes.
Will Trump’s blockade break it now

KATHMANDU. (Agency)
topplingVenezuelas leader earlier

emphasis on the Cuban “people”, nottheisland.This oppositionturnedinto
the government.Thidgs not the first a US embago of Cuban sugar import
this year the Trump administration time the US has isolated Cuba, orin 1960.InresponseCastrolookedto
f p o has turned its sights on Cub@ihe coerced.atinAmericanleadersotake the Soviets as an export alternativ
g;ﬁngse%?j?gg%;#@ﬁmg%ingﬁ Peen released gn neartotal blockade of the island is part. Cuba has been under a USEisenhowerretaliatedby refusingto
“He was arrested at an address in'Camden on Mondaynow posing the greatest challenge teembago for the past66 years,which  ship oil to Cuba, leading Castro to sig
23 February and was taken to a London police stationth.e government since the C_ubanha_ls stuntedits economyand caused an oil deal with the Soviets an
for interview"This follows search warrants at two missile crisis in 1962.Cuba is quickly widespread human suffering.The eventually nationaliseAmerican and
addresses in thiltshire and Camden areas running out of oil, creating a dire island has always found a way to get byBritish refineries. In 1961, Castro
“We are not able to provide further informemtiét this political and economic crisis for the but can it survive this new round of declaredhis adherenceo “Marxism-
stage to prevent prejudicing the integrity of the island's 1L million residents.US American pressure?Animositgrows  Leninism”.Castro and Cuba were
investigation."Claims of leaked government President Donal@irump’s embgo has  in the 1950sThe Cuban Revolutionhugely popular throughout Latin
information prevrt;:-_ntedh r:_mly g:‘l tanker;'; r1:_rom (iglégg;htDthe Urzlr:edCtStlgi b;{ﬁu[ﬁ)gshe :jn Qr?erltcag t\:}Vheglgute (_Zub;r}mllltar);
: : o : reaching the island for months ship . During the Colwvar, the a efeated the -trained force o
P?)Irllcsese?jnseelr?svig\?g%%[\l/%%nmgggiﬂ]?o??naot\ilgr:tglglpr)g?eizeaca”ying Russian fuel is now supported dictatorships in Latin exiled Cuban fighters at the Bay ¢
portedly on the way to the island toAmerica, such as Cubas Fulgencio Pigs in 1961, Castro was lauded f

gggﬁgﬁ r?]?sdcgr:‘(iljc??_'c:'sHa?r%(;?ig%efafoeuflIgag;gg?tsé?ﬁtempt to break the blockade, but theBatista, with political, financial and standing up to the US, though fe
. knew of the military and intelligence

Andrew Mountbatten-Wdsor the former Prince US has seized other ships that havenilitary support,creating widespread _ t
Andrew; was arrested in a separate case on suspiciorP€Vvious ly tried.The Trump anti-US activism across the region. supportcomingfrom the Soviets.And
of a similar ofense related to his friendship with administration has also threatened After coming to power revolutionary when President _John. FKennedy
Epstein. Andrew was released afterl hours in tariffs on any nation that tries to sendleaderFidel Castroinstitutedmodest began the campaign to remove Cu
custody while the police investigation cionies. Cuba fuel, putting Latin American reforms to land tenure and from the Oganisation ofAmerican
Mandelson served in senior government roles underleaders in an uncomfortable position.infrastructure to support the States (OAS) in 1961, most Lati
previous Labour governments and was U.K. Mexican President Claudia impoverished people.Then-US American democracies moved t
block it.To bring those leaders to hi

ambassador t/ashington until Prime Minister Keir ~ Sheinbaum has called outthe engoar President Dwight Eisenhower
Starmer fired him in September after emails were as “very unfair’, but she’been careful opposedhesemovesbecausef their  side, Kennedy used a carrot-and-st
approach.

published showing that he maintained a friendship not to antagonisérump by putting an  impact onUS commerciainterests on

with Epstein after the financier's 2008 conviction for
sex ofenses involving a minor

The files released in January contained more explosive
revelations about Mandelson's ties to Epstein, whom
he once called "my best pal."Messages suggest that
Mandelson passed on sensitive — and potentially
market-moving — government information to
Epstein in 2009, when Mandelson was a senior
minister in the British governmerithat includes an
internal government report discussing ways the U.K. Yoon SukYeol, has appealed his lif
could raise money after the 2008 global financial sentence for rebellion over his brig
crisis, including by selling éfgovernment assets. 1
Mandelson also appears to have told Epstein he December 2024, his lawyers sa
would lobby other members of the government/to TuesdayThe conservative leade
reduce atax on bankers' bonuses.

Volunteers scour the desert
for Nancy Guthrie despite
authorities urging them to

5

One of the biggest stars in
the universe might be
getting ready to explode

World. (Agency)

e. One of the lagest known stars in the univer
underwent a dramatic transformation in 2014, n

n research shows, and may be preparing to explode

dA study led by Gonzalo Mufioz-Sanchez at the Nati
Observatory ofAthens, published in Natur
Astronomy todayargues that the enormous ste¢©H
G64 has transitioned from a red sypent to a rare
yellow hypegiant — in what may be evidence
impending supernova.

The evidence suggests we may be witnessing, in
time, a massive star shedding its outer lay|
shrinking as it heats up, and moving closer to the

f ofits shortlife.

OIA very special star

WWOH G64 was first discovered in the 1970s as as st

2 interestin the Laye Magellanic Cloud, a dwarf gala;

orbiting the MilkyWay.It turned out the star was n

only extremely luminous, but also one of the bigg

ba ever discovered: more than 1,500 times the radiy
the Sun.In 2024/VOH G64 was the first star beyor
our galaxy ever photographed in detail, thanks to

Very Laige Telescope Interferometeffhe image

O showed a clear dusty cocoon around the central

S star which confirmed it was losing mass as itaged.

Clkrom supegiant to hypegiant, big is big

WOH G64 is a young star in the grand scheme of]

n
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Amsterdam. (Agency)
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cosmos, with an estimated age of less than 5 million
M years old. Unlike our Sun (currently about 4.6 billion
usted South Korean President Yoon UPPeals | e oidwon cos is desined o ive fast and die
young.
. . WOH G64 was born big, forming from a huge cloud of
I Ife S e n‘l'e n ce fo r m u r'I'I u I Iuw de cre e gas and dust collapsing until the pressure made it
ignite. Lllf)ke ourISur}, itwould have burned hydrogen in
) .| its core by nuclear fusion.
SEQU.L'. (Agency) . office on Dec. 14, 2024, after belrq_ater it would have expanded and burned helium,
South Korea's jailed former preside impeached by the liberal-led“heoomingwhatis called a red sugiant.
Eg'fgaet%gr?sqguﬁgﬁ;?rgoﬂ% rigmr(ijlve CNot all supegiants become hypgiants. Its been
; b . . y - P theorised that hypgiants form when very lge stars
imposition of martial law in 2025. He was re-arrested in July and q;ickjy burn and evolve from burning hydrogen to
now faces eight criminal trials over the 1, ,ring helium.During this transition, these stars start
! : ] martial law debacle and other i5 ghed their outer layers, while their cores begin to
who faces multiple trials over hi allegations, with the rebellion clg® | shrink inwards. Once a star becomes a lyipet, it is
power grab, expressed defian carrying the heaviest destined for a quick death in the fiery explosion of a
following his conviction at the Seo punishment.Though briefYoon's | supernova.
Central District Court last week. He subversion.“Vé will never be silent martlalslaw decree trlgl_g_ereld thewnat has caused this change sead@H G647
called the decision illogical, said his Subversion. Wi \ llent countrys most severe political crisis ;
actions were “solely for the sake of theabout what we view as an excessiven decades, paralyzing politics ar c? %%nggzﬁgg?gdgggrsgﬁ tLHEZSr%;gQFSnungS;‘L:gy
nation and our people,” and accusedndictment by a special prosecutte high-level diplomacy and rattling gyrface was ejected away from the.star
the judge of being biased against him. contradictory judgment rendered by financial marketsThe turmoil eased i may have been due to interactions with a
In a text messag&/oon’s lawyers said the lower court based on that premiseonly after his liberal rival Lee Jae companion starwhich the authors have confirmed
they aimed to address the suppose@nd its political circumstances,” Myung won an early presidential gyists by looking at the spectrum of light fraktOH
“errors in fact-finding and YOOns legalteam saidoon's martial election last Junedon has claimed Gga Another theory: the star is getting ready| to
misinterpretations of the law” !@w decree, announced late at night onhat his martial law decree was a legal explode.We know stars this big will inevitably go
. contained in lasfThursday's ruling. Dec. 3, 2024, lasted about six hOUfS’:\nd_ necessary act of governaricekaboom, but exactly when it will happen can be hard
The disappearance of d@lay” show host Savannah The case will now be sent to aUntil @ quorum of lawmakers broke against liberals controlling the todetermineinadvance.
Guthrie's mother three weeks ago has inspired a smallspecialized panel at a Seoul Highthrough a blockade of heavily armediegislature, portraying them as “anti-one possible scenario is that the transition we're seeing

number of volunteers to launch their own searches in Court established under a law passe oldiers and police at the Nationalstate” forces paralyzing statdaifs by
the dense desert near her home in hopes of crackingin December to handle cases involving?SsemblyThey then voted to overturn impeaching high-level dicials,
the case.The Pima County ShBiDepartment said rebellion, treason and foreign
while it appreciates the concern for Nancy Guthrie, it
asked people inquiring about volunteering to give
investigators space to do their jobs.

"We all want to find Nangybut this work is best left to
professionals," the agency said in a statement over the
weekend.

Nancy Guthrie's disappearance

Nancy Guthrie, 84, was last seen at her home just
outsideTucson on Jan. 31 and was reported missing
the following day Authorities believe she was
kidnapped, abducted or otherwise taken against her
will. Drops of her blood were found on the front porch
but authorities haven't publicly revealed much
evidence.Despite the shé'sfrequest for people not
to search on their own, volunteers have continued to
look. A small group reported finding a black
backpack on Sundakut it wasn't the same brand as
one identified in video surveillance that the FBI
released of a masked man at Guthrie's home the nigh
she disappeared skerif's spokesperson toldicson

measure.¥on was suspended from agenda.

Mexico deploys 10,000 tro

shelterin their hotels as cartel members Gonzalez said. "Now I'm al lit
went on the rampage over the

GUADALAJARA.(Agency)
Mexico hasdeployed10,000troopsto quell
clashes sparked by the killing of the weekend.Even as calm ¢mly returned, Theweekendiolencealsogripp
country's nmos-wanted drug lord that many businessesremained closed Mondagity of PuertoVallarta, popu
claimed dozens of lives, officials said The government sent an additional 2,500
MondayNemesio'El Mencho"Oseguera, troops to Jalisco -- one of the host citi
leader of the Jalisco New Generation Cartein this year's FIFA World Cup --
{CING), was wounded Sunday in a bringingto 10,000 the troop deployme
shootout with soldiers in the town of sinceSunday
television station KOLD that the bag and isitents |~ 1apalpa,in Jaliscostate,and died while InAguillila, the birthplace of "El Mencho"
didn't appear to be viable lea@iieAssociated Press ~ being flownto Mexico Citythe army said.  in Michoacan state, residents report
reached out to the shdisfdepartment for comment News of his death triggered spasms oblockadesearly MondayPhotosshared
on Monday violence, with cartel membersblocking on local social media accounts showe(
Volunteers begin to seach roads in 20 states and torching vehicles andolumn of black smokefloating above
Two women from the group Madres Buscadoras| de Pusinesses.Duringhe raid on Oseguera the mountain village.In Jalisco's staj#

Sonora, or "Searching Mothers of Sonora,” who were @d subsequent clashes, at least 27
carrying digging tools Sunday outside of Gutlsrie

home, said theytoo, would join the searcfhey A : : J )
posted fliers on Guthrie's mailbox with her picture authorities reported.Aprison break inlLarge lines formed outside the few small

and their contact information.Lupitdello, who Jalisco saw at least 23 people escape whestores that remained open, particularly;q »
joined the group after her son disappeared in Mexico their jail was attacked in a hail of gunfire by tortilla shops, as anxious residents sought)g
in 2020, said Monday she and two other volunteers "criminal groups,” according to the stateto stock up on supplies.Pharmacies W%%
will continue to post flyers on bus stops and utility security secretarfseguera had a $15 closed and nearly "everything is closed, 'drug lords who acted in the
poles near Nancy Guthrie’s home. Members of the million US bounty on his head.Fearful Juan Solera retiree from Guadalajara, told o now-imprisoned Joaqu
group plan to do the same in Nogales, Mexico. residents went into hiding and tourists tookAFP"I couldn't sleep,” Maria de Jesus g zman
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it, forcing his Cabinet to lift the cutting his budgets and obstructing his the fuel in the core is spent quickly

violence over drug lord’

in the fallout, withAustralia uging citizens
exercise a degree of caution."Dozens o
and Canadian flights were cancelled.

eguera, 59, was considered the last of t

and Ismael "ElI Mayo" Zambada,

—

is due to a pre-supernova "superwind" phasés is
theorised to occur due to strong internal piidses as

ops to end
s death

tle more calm, of the rival Sinaloa cartel.

organizations.Wh his son Ruben"E
Menchito"

door to violent realignmentswithin th

ashington "provided

brutal mold of

in "El Chapo Secretary Ricardorevilla said.
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but alittle afraid, still."Resort town rockedHe was a founding member of CIN@hich
edtheresort
larwith US

was formed in 2009 and has grown into one
of Mexico's most violent crime

Oseguera Gonzalez, 35,
convicted bya federajury in Washington

in Septemberexpertshave warnedthe
"absenceof a direct succession'could
lead to a power vacuum."That opens the

e

organization," David Mora, an expert at
the Crisis Group analysis centepld

AFP.Girlfriend tracked to Kkingpin's
locationMexico said the operation to

capital Guadalajaraschoolsremained seize Oseguera was helped by
members of security forces, 46 suspectedlosedand most public transportation tourists. Favel warnings from Britain "complementary information” from US
criminals and one civilian were killed, wassuspended. Canada and the Unitedages were issued authorities.White House Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt confirmed that

intelligence

support."President Claudia Sheinbaum was
h%damant that no US forces took part in the
capture raid.Key to locating Oseguera was
one of his girlfriends, Mexican Defense
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Kerala to Become ‘Keralam’? Cabinet Clears Key Renaming Step

New Delhi: The Union
Cabinet, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
on Tuesday approved a pro-
posal to officially rename
the state of Kerala as ‘Ker-
alam; setting in motion the
constitutional process for
the change.

Following the Cabinet nod,
the President of India will
refer the proposed legisla-
tion — the Kerala (Altera-
tion of Name) Bill, 2026
— to the Kerala Legislative
Assembly for its views, as
mandated under the pro-
viso to Article 3 of the Con-
stitution.

Once the Assembly submits
its opinion, the Centre will
proceed with the next steps.
The President’s recommen-
dation will then be sought
to introduce the Bill in
Parliament, which must
pass the law to formally ef-

fect the name change. The
move follows a unanimous
resolution adopted by the
Kerala Legislative Assem-
bly on June 24, 2024, urg-

*Bill to Be Sent

ing the Union government
to amend the First Sched-
ule of the Constitution to
reflect the name ‘Keralam’
The state government had

to State As

argued that ‘Keralam’ is the
name used in the Malay-
alam language and better
reflects the region’s linguis-
tic identity.

sem

bly*

The resolution also recalled
that states were reorganised
on linguistic lines on No-
vember 1, 1956 — observed
as Kerala Piravi Day — but

the Constitution continues
to record the state’s name as
‘Kerala.

Under Article 3, Parliament
has the authority to alter the
name of any state by law.
However, such a Bill can
be introduced only on the
President’s recommenda-
tion and after the concerned
state legislature is consulted
within a stipulated time-
frame.

The proposal was examined
by the Ministry of Home
Affairs and approved by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah. It was subsequently
circulated to the Depart-
ment of Legal Affairs and
the Legislative Department
under the Ministry of Law
and Justice, both of which
have endorsed the move.

If cleared by Parliament, the
state will officially be known
as ‘Keralam’.

Sri Sri University Hosts Recor d-Breaking
Veer odaya 2026 Sports Festival

RNS: The five-day Inter-University Sports Festival Veero-
daya-2026 concluded on a high note at Sri Sri University,
Cuttack, drawing over 1,000 athletes from 23 universities
across Odisha and other states. The mega event featured
cricket, football, volleyball, kabaddi and badminton, with
volleyball, kabaddi and badminton held in both men’s and
women’s categories.

Host Sri Sri University lifted the cricket title, while Cen-
turion University finished runners-up. C. V. Raman Global
University clinched the men’s volleyball crown by defeat-
ing the hosts, and Utkal University won the women’s vol-
leyball title against National Law University. SOA Univer-
sity emerged champions in men’s kabaddi, while Sarala
Birla University, Ranchi, beat Sri Sri University to win the
football title.

In badminton, KIIT University’s Arsisman Rajkhowa won
the men’s singles title, defeating Arya Rath of Birla Global
University. The Centurion University duo of Abhijit Ma-
harana and Smritiranjan Rout captured the men’s doubles
crown, while KIIT University secured the mixed doubles
title against Utkal University.

At the valedictory ceremony, Football Association of Odi-
sha Vice President Mohd. Sahid Jaffar, the chief guest,
highlighted the role of sports in shaping student careers.
University officials, including Swami Satyachaitanya,
Prof. Anil Kumar Sharma and Prof. J. P. Bhatt, felicitated
winners. Notably, several matches were live-streamed for
the first time under the supervision of Sriram Rautaray,
drawing lakhs of viewers. University President Prof. Rajita
Kulkarni, Vice-Chancellor Prof. Tej Partap and other of-
ficials congratulated the organisers for the grand success of
Veerodaya-2026.

Aurangabad Doctor Killed in Jharkhand
Air Ambulance Crash

Gaya/Aurangabad: Dr. Vikas Kumar Gupta, an anaesthe-
sia specialist from Aurangabad, died in a tragic air ambu-
lance crash in Jharkhand on Monday night, plunging his
native village into mourning. The chartered aircraft was
ferrying a patient, Sanjay Kumar, from Ranchi to Delhi
when it crashed in the forests of Chatra, killing all seven
persons on board, including Dr. Gupta. A resident of Man-
ika Bazaar under Madanpur block, Dr. Gupta had served
in several health centres across Jharkhand since joining
Mahuadanr CHC in 2014. For the past three years, he was
posted at Sadar Hospital, Ranchi.

He is survived by his wife Minni Gupta and eight-year-old
son, Muhul. Described by villagers as humble and dedi-
cated, Dr. Gupta had last visited home during Chhath.

Canada PM Mark Carney to Visit India

New Delhi: Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney will
arrive in India on February
26, kicking off the first leg of
his three-nation Indo-Pacific
tour aimed at strengthening
economic and strategic part-
nerships, the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) announced.
The visit comes at a delicate
moment as Carney seeks to
repair strained India-Canada
relations following the diplo-
matic downturn during the
tenure of former prime min-
ister Justin Trudeau. Ottawa
is also looking to accelerate
progress on a long-pending
trade agreement with New
Delhi.

According to the PMO, Car-
ney’s trip — which runs from
February 26 to March 7 and
includes Australia and Japan
— is focused on expand-
ing opportunities for Cana-
dian workers and businesses
across trade, energy, technol-
ogy and defence sectors.
Focus on Trade Diversifica-
tion

The Canadian government
said the outreach reflects its
broader push to diversify
trade partnerships and re-

Boost Trade, Reset Ties
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Carney’s Three-Nation Tour: India Stop to
Drive Trade, Tech and Defence Talks

duce dependence on tradi-
tional markets while attract-
ing fresh global investment.
“In a more uncertain world,
Canada is focused on what
we can control,” Carney said
in a statement, stressing ef-
forts to strengthen economic
resilience through new part-
nerships.

Key Meetings in India
Carney will begin his India
visit in Mumbai and New
Delhi, where he is scheduled
to hold talks with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi. Discus-
sions are expected to centre
on enhancing cooperation in

trade, energy, technology, ar-
tificial intelligence, defence,
talent mobility and cultural
exchanges.

The Canadian leader will also
meet top business executives
to explore investment ave-
nues and deepen commercial
engagement between the two
economies.

Notably, India and Canada
had agreed at last year’s G20
summit to formally launch
negotiations toward a Com-
prehensive Economic Part-
nership Agreement (CEPA),
which is expected to figure
prominently in the talks.

on Feb 26 to

Next Stops: Australia and
Japan

After India, Carney will trav-
el to Sydney and Canberra
for meetings with Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese. The agenda will in-
clude defence and maritime
security, critical minerals,
trade and advanced tech-
nologies.

He is also scheduled to ad-
dress both houses of Aus-
tralia’s Parliament — the first
such address by a Canadian
prime minister in nearly 20
years.

The final leg of the tour will
take him to Tokyo for talks
with Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi.

Discussions there will focus
on clean energy, advanced
manufacturing, food security,
critical minerals and broader
security cooperation in sup-
port of a free and open Indo-
Pacific.

Canadian officials said the
three-nation visit under-
scores Ottawas intent to
deepen ties with key Indo-
Pacific partners seen as vital
to the country’s long-term
security and prosperity.

India’'s Economy May Have Expanded 8.1%
in Q3, Says SBI Report

ECO“O‘“

New Delhi: India's economy is estimated to have grown
by 8.1% in the third quarter of the current financial year,
according to a research report released on Tuesday by the
State Bank of India (SBI).

The report highlighted that high-frequency indicators point
to sustained resilience in economic activity during the quar-
ter ending December 31, 2025, indicating that the growth
momentum remained strong despite challenging global
conditions.

SBI’s analysis noted that rural consumption continues to
stay robust, supported by positive trends across both agri-
cultural and non-agricultural sectors. At the same time, ur-
ban demand has shown a steady recovery since the festive
season, aided by fiscal stimulus measures.

The assessment comes ahead of a major statistical update,
as India prepares to revise the GDP base year from 2011-12
to 2022-23. The government is expected to release the new
GDP series on February 27, 2026, which could provide a
clearer picture of the country’s growth trajectory.

Indu Mishra Named ‘Artist of the Year’ for
Madhubani Excellence
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Bokaro Remembers Krishna Dulari Pathak with

Soulful Mus

by Arun Pathak

Bokaro: A soulful musical
evening was organised at
Adarsh Cooperative Colony
to commemorate the death
anniversary of noted bhajan
singer late Krishna Dulari
Pathak. The programme was
held in collaboration with
renowned Bokaro musician
Pandit Bachchan Ji Maha-
raj, who paid tribute to his
mother.

The event began with Pandit
Bachchan Ji Maharaj, Usha
Rani Pathak and fellow ar-
tistes garlanding the portrait
of the late singer. The evening
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then unfolded into a vibrant
cultural showcase featur-
ing classical, semi-classical,
bhajan and Holi renditions.
Performers including Brah-
manand Goswami, Arun
Pathak, Umesh Kumar Jha,
Deep Narayan Goswami,

ical Tribute Eve

Chandra

Kant Sharma,
Krishna  Tulsi,  Aarohi
Mishra, Advika Mishra and
Arkdev Acharya captivated
the audience with melodious
presentations. The musical
accompaniment was provid-
ed by Pt Bachchan Ji Maha-

Siyari Panchayat Earns National Praise for
Low-Carbon Model at Climate Week 2026

Bokaro: Siyari Panchayat
under Gomia block in Boka-
ro district has won national
attention for its innovative
low-carbon  development
model, drawing widespread
appreciation during Climate
Week 2026 in Mumbai.

At the high-profile session
“Panchayat Leading India’s
Climate Charge” held at the
Jio World Convention Cent-
er, Panchayat Chief Ram-
vriksha Murmu represented
the village alongside dele-
gates from Jharkhand, Bihar,
Mabharashtra, Karnataka and
Kerala. He outlined a series
of grassroots climate initia-
tives that have transformed
the rural landscape.

Murmu highlighted that fre-
quent power cuts had been
hampering children’s stud-
ies. Taking cues from the
Conference of Panchayats
programme, the Panchayat
installed 72 solar streetlights
through CSR support. Solar
power systems were also set

up in schools and commu-
nity buildings, while a solar-
based lift irrigation pump in
the main pond significantly
reduced dependence on die-
sel and unreliable electricity.
The Panchayat further lever-
aged District Mineral Foun-
dation Trust (DMFT) funds
for development works.
Under the Birsa Munda
Horticulture Mission, the
village planted 2,880 mango
saplings along with 800 fruit
and shade trees, strengthen-
ing its green cover and cli-
mate resilience.

Officials said the Panchayat

Help Desk played a crucial
role in project selection and
technical guidance.

Deputy Commissioner Ajay
Nath Jha congratulated the
Siyari Panchayat team, call-
ing the model an inspiration
for other local bodies. He
emphasized that such grass-
roots innovations would be
actively promoted to advance
sustainable development and
environmental conservation.
The Siyari experiment is now
being viewed as a bench-
mark for climate-friendly
governance at the village
level in Bokaro district.

DPS Bokaro Principal Dr. A.S. Gangwar
Certified Mediator by Supreme Court

Bokaro: In a notable profes-
sional achievement, the Su-
preme Court of India has
empanelled Dr. A.S. Gangwar,
Principal of Delhi Public School
(DPS), Bokaro, as a Certified
Mediator under the Mediation
and Conciliation Project Com-
mittee (MCPC). He is now eligi-
ble to handle mediation matters
referred by courts from the Su-
preme Court to the district level
nationwide.

Dr. Gangwar earned the certi-
fication after completing a 40-
hour specialised hybrid training
and a two-day offline practical
programme at the Supreme

Court,
judges, legal experts and other
distinguished participants.

The MCPC initiative aims to

attended by senior

strengthen court-annexed me-
diation, reduce case backlog
and promote amicable dispute
resolution. The training was
conducted from December 18,
2025, to February 21, 2026, by
accredited trainers Ms. Ila Raw-
atand Mr. Rajeev Thukral.
Expressing gratitude, Dr. Gang-
war termed the recognition a re-
sponsibility to serve the nation
and thanked the DPS Bokaro
community for their continued
support.

ning

raj, Raju Goswami and Ash-
wini Kumar on tabla, Saday
Kumar Jha on keyboard, and
Chandrakant Sharma, Deep
Goswami and BN Goswami
on harmonium. Among
those present were Adarsh
Cooperative Director Vinod
Kumar, Geeta Devi, singer
Ankita Pathak and Anupama

Ranchi: Renowned Madhubani painter Indu Mishra has
been honoured with the ‘Artist of the Year’ award in the
Madhubani category by Adrencur Consultancy Services,
recognising her significant contribution to Indian folk art.
Expressing gratitude, Mishra credited her family, friends
and well-wishers for their constant support. She described
receiving the award from former India cricketer Chetan
Sharma as a proud moment in her artistic journey.

A self-taught artist, Mishra began her Madhubani journey in
2013 and is known for blending traditional Mithila motifs
with a contemporary touch. Her works, marked by intri-
cate line work and vibrant colours, have been showcased in
more than 40 exhibitions in India and abroad, including at
Lalit Kala Akademi, Indira Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts and India Habitat Centre.

Her earlier honours include the Agneepath Kala Ratna Sam-
man (2019) and Aparajita Kala Samman (2023). Mishra’s
artworks are part of several prestigious institutional and pri-
vate collections.

Calling Madhubani a living expression of Indian culture,
Mishra reaffirmed her commitment to taking the rich folk
tradition to the younger generation.

India Set to Become World’s 3rd-L ar gest
Economy: SEBI Chief

Mumbai: SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kanta Pandey on Tues-
day said India is firmly on course to become the world’s
third-largest economy, a shift he believes will significantly
expand the base of affluent investors in the country.

For Advertisments AFFIDAVIT
Before the Executive /
Call Residential Magistrate,
9431744001 Bokaro
I, NISHI KOPAL, daughter
of Nilay Kumar, Aadhaar
mail4daily@gmail.com No. 6929 3314 4707, aged
about 21 years, by faith

Hindu, resident of Quarter

AFFIDAVIT

Before the Notary Public
Bokaro

I, HIRA JHA, daughter of
Bideshwar Mishra and wife
of Anil Kumar Jha, aged
about 47 years, by faith
Hindu, resident of Quarter
No. 1174, Sector V/C, Post
& P.S. Sector-VI, Bokaro
Steel City, District-Bokaro
(Jharkhand) — 827006, do

hereby solemnly affirm
on oath and declare vide
Affidavit No. 411 dated

09/02/2026, as follows:
1.That I am an Indian Na-
tional by birth. 2.That my
name is HIRA JHA as per
my Aadhaar Card No. 6665
9421 9547 and PAN Card
No. BBMPJ7697A. 3.That
in my educational certifi-
cates, my name has been re-
corded as HIRA KUMARI,
which was my name prior to
my marriage. 4.That HIRA
JHA and HIRA KUMARI
refer to one and the same
person, i.e., myself. 5.That
this affidavit is being sworn
by me in token of proof of
the facts stated hereinabove
and to submit the same be-
fore the concerned authority
for needful purpose.

I hereby declare that the
statements made above are
true and correct to the best
of my knowledge and belief.

DEPONENT

No. 4036, Sector-4/F, P.O.
& P.S. Sector-4, B.S. City,
District-Bokaro, Jharkhand
— 827004, do hereby sol-
emnly affirm on oath and de-
clare vide Affidavit No. 9086
dated 26/112025, as follows:
1.That I am an Indian citi-

AFFIDAVIT

Before the Executive/
Residential Magistrate,
Bokaro

I, AMAN, S/o Virendra Ku-
mar, aged about 30 years,

Hindu, R/o Plot No. 411,
Co-operative Colony, P.O.
& P.S. Bokaro Steel City,
District-Bokaro, Jharkhand,
do hereby solemnly affirm
on oath and declare vide
Affidavit No. 10280, dated
30/12/2025, as follows:

1. That my actual and cor-
rect name is AMAN, which
is mentioned in my Aadhar
Card No. 6889 4007 7996,
PAN Card, Driving Licence,
Birth Certificate issued by
Registrar (Birth & Death), B
S City vide Regn. No. 4075
dated 12.07.2017, and in all
my educational certificates
and records.

2. That now I want to add the
surname “BHARDWAJ” af-
ter my name, and henceforth,
I shall be known and called
as AMAN BHARDWAJ in
place of AMAN for all pur-
poses.

That AMAN and AMAN
BHARDWAJ are the name
of one and the same person,
i.e., myself.

That this affidavit is being
sworn by me in token of
proof of the contents made
hereinabove and to submit it
before the concerned author-
ity for needful purpose.

DEPONENT

zen; my former name was
ATULYA PATHAK, but due
to horoscope, I have changed
my name to NISHI KOPAL,
and the same has been pub-
lished in daily newspaper
and in the Gazette of India
3.That in my educational
certificates issued by the
Central Board of Secondary
Examination, New Delhi, my
name has been mentioned as
ATULYA PATHAK. 4.That I
solicit this affidavit for cor-
rection of my name in the
educational certificates as
NISHI KOPAL in place of
ATULYA PATHAK. 5.That
I shall at all times hereafter
in all records, deeds, writ-
ings and proceedings deal
and sign as NISHI KOPAL.
6.That what is stated above
istrue and correct to the best
of my knowledge, informa-
tion and belief and nothing
material has been concealed
therefrom.

That this affidavit is be-
ing sworn by me in token
of proof of the facts stated
hereinabove and to submit
the same before the con-
cerned authority for needful
purpose.

DEPONENT
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UP Receives Rs 2
Investment Proposals

|
The proposed projects

are expected to
generate more than
20,000 jobs and
further strengthen
the state's industrial
and urban
infrastructure, the
state government

statement.

Lucknow.(Agency)

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Monday said
the Uttar Pradesh government has received
investment proposals worth Rs 19,877 crore
from Singapore companies for various industrial
and digital infrastructure development projects
in the state. The proposed projects are expected to
generate more than 20,000 jobs and further
strengthen the state's industrial and urban
infrastructure, the state government said in a

The chief minister assured all investors that his
government is committed to providing a
transparent policy framework, prompt
approvals, and superior infrastructure facilities.

Among the agreements signed on Monday, a
proposal of Rs 6,650 crore came from Universal
Success Group, committing investments in
group housing, logistics park, and data centre
projects.Also, Golden State Capital (GSC)
announced an investment of Rs 8,000 crore for

National

RANCHI | 25 February 2026 3

0,000 Crore
From Singapore

Technical and Vocational Education and
Training (TVET).

Under this partnership, ITEES will provide
consultancy and technical cooperation in areas
such as academic development, infrastructure
upgradation, leadership and capacity building,
ISQ certification, and quality assurance, the
statement said.The objective of this initiative is
to develop Uttar Pradesh's skill ecosystem in
alignment with global standards.During his

The chief minister is on a four-day visit to
Singapore and Japan beginning February 23. He
will spend two days each in both countries.On
the first day in Singapore, investment proposals
worth Rs 19,877 crore were agreed upon, which

setting up a 100-megawatt capacity data centre in &

Uttar Pradesh. This project is being regarded as
an important step toward positioning the state as
aleading data centre hub in the country.
Additionally, Private Infrastructure Development
Group (PIDG) signed an agreement for an
investment of Rs 2,500 crore in renewable

said in a statement.
]

are considered crucial for strengthening the
state's economy and creating employment
opportunities.

energy, green hydrogen, and agri-solar (Agri-
PV) projects.Besides, AVPN Limited also

expressed a commitment to invest Rs 2,727 crore
in the renewable energy and Agri-PV sectors.
These initiatives will strengthen Uttar Pradesh's
green energy goals.

With special focus on skill development, a
cooperation agreement was signed with ITE
Education Services (ITEES) to strengthen

visit, Adityanath will position Uttar Pradesh as

the "manufacturing hub of India" and attract
investments in key sectors, officials said.
He would hold discussions on data entre
infrastructure, renewable energy prospects, and
explore investments in agribusiness and
automobile sectors, with meetings scheduled
with representatives of Google, Toshiba and
Suzuki Motors, among others.

Centre likely to approve renaming Keralo Centre approves 5,000 PMAY-G houses
to Keralam following Assembly nod

In a significant move just a month ahead of the Assembly elections, the Union Cabinet is likely to decide on renaming Kerala to Keralam in today's meeting.

The state legislative assembly had earlier passed a resolution urging the central government to officially recognise the name Keralam in all languages.

New Delhi .(Agency)

The Union Cabinet is likely to consider a
bill today proposing to change the name
of Kerala to "Keralam," following the
state assembly’s
approval of the
move ahead of
upcoming
elections.

In a significant move
just a month ahead
of the Assembly
elections, the Union
Cabinet is likely to
decide on renaming
Kerala to Keralam
in today’s meeting
at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s
new office at Seva
Tirtha, marking the
first Cabinet session at the location since
the previous meeting at South Block on
February 13.

The state legislative assembly had earlier
passed a resolution urging the central
government to officially recognise the

It Will Be A Very Good

name Keralam in all languages. Chief Chief Minister Vijayan explained that

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, who tabled the

resolution, highlighted the importance of

aligning the state’s name with its local

language and historical roots.

The assembly passed the resolution for the
second time on June 25, 2024, after the
Union Home Ministry reviewed the
initial resolution and suggested technical
modifications for clarity and compliance.

'Keralam' is used in Malayalam and is
rooted in the region's history, referencing
the aspiration for a united Malayalam-
speaking state dating back to
the national freedom struggle.

The constitutional listing refers
to the state as Kerala in the
First Schedule.

The assembly's request centres
on updating this official usage
to match the local
nomenclature and ensure
consistency across all
languages cited in the Eighth
Schedule of the Indian
Constitution.

"But the name of our state is
written as Kerala in the First
Schedule of the Constitution.
This Assembly requests the

Centre to take immediate steps to amend

it as 'Keralam' under Article 3 of the

Constitution and have it renamed as

'Keralam' in all the languages mentioned

in the Eighth Schedule of the

Constitution," Vijayan said.

for displaced families in Manipur

Guwabhati .(Agency)

Centre has approved the construction of 5,000
houses for the rehabilitation of the internally
displaced persons (IDPs) in ethnic violence-hit
Manipur under the Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yojna—Gramin (PMAY-G).

The approval followed by Manipur Chief
Minister Yumnam Khemchand Singh’s meeting
with Union Agriculture and Rural
Development Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan in New Delhi on Monday.
Deputy Chief Ministers Nemcha Kipgen
and Losii Dikho were also present during
the meeting.

The Manipur Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) in a statement said Chouhan
warmly received the three Manipuri
leaders and assured all help in their bid to
bring peace and normalcy in the state.

Earlier this month, the Manipur
government submitted a proposal
seeking a special project under PMAY-G
for the construction of 5,000 houses for
IDPs affected by the ethnic violence.
Acting on the proposal, the rural development
ministry also approved a special window under
the Awaas+ 2024 household survey to capture
details of eligible affected households.

The state government has been allowed to
continue the registration of eligible
beneficiaries under the special PMAY-G
project. However, the Union ministry directed
that beneficiaries must be identified strictly in

Thing If Uniform Givil Code

IS Implemented: RSS Chief

Dehradun .(Agency)

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat has advocated
for the nationwide implementation of the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC), modelled after
the one in Uttarakhand.At a former
servicemen's dialogue seminar held here to
mark the RSS's 100th anniversary, Bhagwat
said, "It would be a very good thing if the
UCC is implemented...It would be good if it
happens across the country, but I believe it
should be implemented in this way (like
Uttarakhand)." Uttarakhand was the first
state in the country to implement the UCC
onJanuary 27 last year.

The RSS chief praised the UCC, saying it is
essential for unifying society. He said that
after drafting a proposal in Uttarakhand, it
was put up for public discussion, and then
suggestions from 3 lakh people were
received, which were considered and
accepted.

Refusing to comment on the University
Grants Commission (UGC) issue, Bhagwat
said the matter is currently before the
Supreme Court.

Addressing the event, attended by retired
veterans and officers from the military and
paramilitary forces, the RSS chief said that
while the country is independent, the need
to have defence forces will always be there
to protect its independence.

He said the Sangh was established without
any external resources and, despite facing
severe sanctions twice, it continued to
progress on the strength of the society's self-
confidence.Bhagwat urged former
servicemen to attend Sangh camps and
programmes to observe the dedicated work
of volunteers and to engage in service
activities according to their interests and
capabilities.

accordance with PMAY-G guidelines, and that
details of eligible households must be identified
and uploaded through the Awaas+ 2024 mobile
application. The houses will be constructed in
line with the provisions of the Framework for
Implementation (FFI) of PMAY-G.

The Centre has also permitted the state
government to sanction houses for eligible

beneficiaries under the special project who had
earlier received one or more installments under
PMAY-G, but whose houses were destroyed
during the ethnic violence.

The ethnic violence, which erupted on May 3,
2023, had left over 260 people dead and an
estimated 60,000 others displaced. A large
majority of the displaced people are still lodged
inreliefcamps.

Haryana recovers Rs 556 crore in IDFC

bank fraud, CM promises strict action

New Delhi .(Agency)

A day after a suspected multi-crore fraud

involving IDFC First Bank and Haryana
government accounts triggered political
uproar, Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini
on Tuesday said the state has recovered the
entire amount linked to the case and assured
strict action against those responsible.

Addressing the issue, Saini said the

government has received back the principal
amount of Rs 556 crore, including Rs 22
crore in interest. He added that preliminary
findings indicate the involvement of three to
four bank employees, while investigations
are ongoing to identify all those connected
to the alleged fraud.

“We will ensure that any bank official,

government employee or anyone involved
is not spared. No one will be allowed to cast
an evil eye on government money,” the
Chief Minister said.

FRAUD DETECTED IN

GOVERNMENTACCOUNTS

The controversy surfaced after IDFC First

Bank disclosed in a regulatory filing that
unauthorised and fraudulent activities had
been detected at its Chandigarh branch in
accounts linked to Haryana government
entities.

Irregularities came to light when a state

department initiated the closure of its
account and sought transfer of funds to

| I

another bank, during which discrepancies
were noticed between recorded balances
and the actual funds available.Subsequent
checks revealed similar inconsistencies in
multiple government-linked accounts

handled through the same branch, with the
suspected fraud initially estimated at around
Rs 590 crore.

PROBE UNDER WAY, HIGH-LEVEL
PANELFORMED

Saini said a high-level committee has now
been constituted to examine the entire
matter, while investigative agencies
continue to probe the role of bank officials
and possible external collaborators.Earlier,
the chief minister had informed the
Assembly that both the state Anti-
Corruption Bureau and vigilance authorities
were investigating the case, stressing that
the government would pursue
accountability irrespective of position.

Jharkhand air ambulance requested route
deviation shortly hetore crash; 7 dead

New Delhi.(Agency)

The Ranchi-to-Delhi air ambulance that

crashed in Jharkhand’s Chatra district
shortly after takeoff, killing all seven
people on board, had established contact
with Kolkata at 7:34 pm on Monday,
seeking an alternate route due to inclement
weather before it lost communication and
radar contact, the Directorate General of

Civil Aviation said."The aircraft took off Confirming the visit, RedBird Aviation

from Ranchi at 19:11 IST. After
establishing contact with Air Traffic
controllers in Kolkata, it requested a
deviation due to weather. At 19:34 IST, the
aircraft lost communication and radar
contact with Kolkata at approximately 100
nautical miles southeast of Varanasi," the
aviation watchdog stated.

| & & @& & & - D o

Meanwhile, the Union Civil Aviation [

Ministry’s investigative arm, the Air
Accidents Investigation Branch (AAIB),
will visit flight operator RedBird

Aviation’s office in New Delhi today and
is likely to examine safety audit reports |

and other key documents related to
RedBird’s operations and the crashed
aircraft.

Managing Director Akshay Kumar told
that a special audit of its aircraft was
conducted soon after the recent Baramati
crash.“A special audit of RedBird was
conducted after the Baramati crash. Both
pilots were fairly experienced.
Communication with Ranchi ATC
indicated bad weather. We are in touch with

e

the AAIB. An AAIB team will visit ou
office today,” Akshay Kumartold .

7 BODIES, 1 STRETCHER, 2 KM

FOREST TREK

Describing how the difficult terrain

hampered rescue efforts, the Second-in

Command of the Sashastra Seema Bal

(SSB) said they had to carry the bodies for
nearly two kilometres as there was no road
to the crash site, which was located deep
inside the forest. He added that no one was
alive by the time the team reached the spot,
and they had only one stretcher, making the
operation even more challenging.

“The plane crashed in the middle of the
jungle It’s difficult for a person to walk
alone here. This area is part of a deep
interior forest with dense bushes. Moving

r in and carrying out rescue operations at

night was certainly challenging,” he told

news agency ANI.Officials in Chatra said
they received information about the
accident at around 10 pm, and that the

- difficult terrain made the rescue operation

even more challenging.

a TS T ST EESaSSE I O @ -



Editorial A

Is it a quantum leap or distant dream in Al and Indo-US trade deal

After all, Galgotias University showcasing a robotic dog made by China as an indigenous innovation is a telling story of how distant the dream is

TheResearchers

Lt Gen Prem Bhagat

and the Sikh Light
Infantry uniform

Two goggeous colours — ‘bunting yellowand
‘flame of the forest— are part of the uniform o
the Sikh Light Infantry regimeniThe story of
these colours being chosen for the Sikh LIS
related to a titan of the Indiarmy, Lt Gen
Premindra Singh (Prem) Bhag¥t:.As a young
officer, Prem Bhagat of Bombay Sappers,
engineers’group of theArmy, found himself
bound for Easffrica at the beginning dfVorld
War Il. Thereafter in the Battle of Keren, th
engineering detachment under his comm
fought alongside Sikh troops of the Frontier Fo
Rifles. For his valoyrBhagat was awarded t
Victoria Cross.Great courage is often buttres
by a greatly developed sense of humdwg a
Gentleman Cadet in the Indian Militakgademy
Bhagats dossier report read: “This GC has
high an opinion of himself, he always wears
uniform peak cap at a rakish angle, againstd
regulations.”For this misdemeanp®hagat wa
brought in front of theAcademy adjutant, th
time a British dficer.Young man, you alway
wear your cap wrong)yhow do you justify you
action?” he asked. “Sirlike wearing my cap lik
this only” replied Bhagat. “Only the Prince
Wales has the privilege of wearing his cap a

With a trade deal in its kitty and USnbassador to India Manish Tewari in his Edit pieceA quantumleapis a innovation, it cannotafford to neglectthe basics—

Segio Gor's announcementhat PresidentDonald distant dream. He supports higgament: China spent supportto both fundamentaland applied R&D and
Trump will soon visit India, Gor seems to be going out 0$38billion on semiconductors 2025,while Indiahas enforcemenof academi@ndqualityparameters.

his way to help India smoothen the rough road to theommittedto spend$0.12 billion in 2026-27.India’s In his three-dayofficial visit to India, FrenchPresident
White House,writes Editor-in-Chief Jyoti Malhotrain  total National Quantum mission budget is around $67BmmanueMacronfocusednstrengtheningooperation
her weekly column The Great Game Segio Gor & million over eight years; Chinaestimated investmentis in different domains, including defence, trade,

Marco Rubio — Our men in Washington.Gor's very  $15 billion. Japan committed $7.4 billion in 2025 aloneinnovationandAl. Againstthisbackdropformerchiefof

powerfulcolleaguelUS Secretarpf StateMarcoRubio, The human capital crisis is deepkedia produces over navalstaf Admiral Arun Prakaslt{retd)assessednepart
will soon break bread with us in New Delhi. If India91,000graduatesnnuallyin fieldsrelevantto quantum of India’sdefencaequirements hisEditpieceThelong

needs the US market, tenericans also need us. PM technologyThis placesussecondylobally, behindonly  waitforindigenouenginesA majordampeneonindia’s

Modi must makenice with PresidenfTrump, but also  the EU.Yet this statistic masks a rdhese graduates are enthusiasticlaimsof Atmanirbhartan thedefencesector
decide at what cost, she writes.One interesting thing shet beingconverted intquantum engineerShereason hasbeenthepersistenabsenc®f domesticallydesigned
brings to the table is Rub®’'words at the Munich isbrutallysimple:itherearenojobs,hewrites. andmanufacturetprime movers{(theengineshatpower

SecurityConferenceecently whenhe said,“In 1945, PreviousAl summits in the UK and South Korea weremajor military platforms). None of the critical power
driven by fearsaboutAl. The ParisSummitbalanced plants — gas turbines, diesel engines or electric motors -
fearswith opportunities.In New Delhi, opportunities

for thefirst time sincethe ageof Columbus (the West)
was contracting...” In the last leg of her article, she
reminds Rubio that his referenceto
Columbusat Munich was actually an
incompleteone. That Columbusmay
have “discovered” America, he was
really looking for India.Bringingin a
different perspectivéprmer Governar &
Manipur, and ex-DGP, J&K, &
Gurbachadagatwritesin his Edit The
pivot to the hard right that the centri
liberal ideology has been pushed baz
by the tidal wave of a dogmaticright.

Liberal democracies and liberal

economies are giving way to

authoritarianism in politics and

economicstheworld orderis reverting
to the natn stateThe world isat the
mercy of a few technocrats and

authoritarianrulers like US President
Donald Trump and Israeli Prime

Minister BenjaminNetanyahuamong
others. Great technological

advancementBke Al arecomingata
time when liberalism in politics anc
governmenis giving way to the hard
right, he feels,andAl canbecomean
‘uncontrolled fire’ if countriesdon't get togetherto

is fully indigenous, he write¥Ve need to face the fact that
arcane technologies are hard to comehyg

we must acquire or purchase them from
wherever available — regardless of cost —
rather than struggle infetctively, wasting
time. He vouches for shedding our
embedded bias against the private sector an
initiate a collaborative model with private
industry in the lager national interest.The
SupremeCourt refusedto heara petition
againstAssamCM HemantaBiswa Sarma
on the issue of aAl video showing him
pointing a gun towards two Muslim men,
and directed it to the Gauhati H@/hen
citizens approach the Supreme Court
alleging that a sitting CM has engaged in
speech tamgeting a vulnerable minority
community they invoke a constitutional
guarantee irArticle 32, writes SC senior
advocate Sanjay Hegde in his Edit piebe
Supreme Court shifts the onus. The
Constitution says the right to move the
Supreme Court for the enforcement of
fundamentakights is guaranteedThe text
contains no requirement to first approach the
high court. It contains no clause that says the
right shrinks when the cause list in any court grows

were the leitmotif, writes strategic analyst KRyar in
introduce a system of checks and balances.India hostgi§ Oped articlé\l Impact Summit & Indian-origin IT  |onger Thisselectivaestraintaisesjuestionshewrites.

CEOs.Not to miss the unexpected controversy s@ficle 32 was designed precisely for moments when th
Galgotias University showcasing a robotic dog, calling Yio|ation of fundamental rights demands direct recours
an indigenous innovation, actually developed by & the highest court. Itis a plea for judicial responsibility
Chinese companyThe hype and overemphasis OnThe Court need not grantrelief. It need not order an FIR.
startups have resulted in our institutions making tall Qfeed not pronounce on guilt. But it should hear the matte
fake claims, as Galgotias has done, writes sciengeshoyld examine the allegations. It should give reason:
commentator Dinesh C Sharma in his Op-Ed articlge aguesThe framers of the Constitution did not design

Robot dog debacle raises tough questions. If thgricle 32 as a procedural maZkhey designed it as a
government is interested in promoting research anglrectpath.

angle,” said the adjutant. “Siram no less thal
the Prince ofVales,” replied GC Bhagat.

In early 1945, Capt Prem Bhagat was sentto d
Staff Course at Camberley in United Kingdo
Here, the Deputy Commandant of théafS
College, who had never been to India and k
nothing about Indiarmy officers, asked hi
apprehensively and very slowlhagat, do you
know any English?”

Capt Bhagat replied very slowlcopying the
manner of the British @iter: “Know a leetul bee
Eenglees.”After a few days, Bhagaturn cam
to deliver a lecture as a studenfiedr. The
Deputy Commandant, being the chief instruc
was also in attendance. Bhagat gave a lectu

themammothAl ImpactSummitin NewDelhilastweek
that brought together headsof state, policymakers,
he industry leaders researchersstartupownersand civil
societyfrom aroundthe world to explorehow Al can
advance economic growth, ethical governanceand
W socialdevelopmentvaluatingvherelndiastandsn the
arenaof frontier technologies— Al, semiconductors,
robotics, genomics, quantum computing —we lag
behind in capital allocation, writes koSabha MP

o Roots and rivers: Tree felling, halted desilting expose policy gaps in Punjab y

f At stake is India’s pluralism and the constitutionally guaranteed right to freedom of religion.

fluent English.The Deputy Commandant w.
both angry and smiling.Sometime in 1966,
officers of Sikh LI regiment requested him to
Colonel of the Regiment. Gen Bhagat hap
agreed.As Colonel of Sikh LI, Gen Bha
observed that the uniform was rather drab and
for such a lively and brave regiment. He deci
to infuse some colow®@ne day while motoring
from Lucknow to Dehradun, with his aide
camp, Maj Raikarthey crossed a vast stretch
road covered with ‘flame of the foreg@es in full
bloom. It was an enchanting sight. Gen Bh
decided that this was the colour well suited for
Sikh Light Infantry along with ‘bunting yellow’
and the war bugle symbol.

Lt Gen Bhagat remained the Honorary Colone
the regiment for life.As the IMEommandant, i
was Gen Bhagat who started the custom
inviting the parents of the passing-out Gentle
Cadets for the pipping ceremony and of throw
Commandans dinner for them.

BUNJAB's environmentabgovernanceas onceagain
under scrutinyThe illegal felling of a decades-ol¢®
€ banyan tree in Nangal and the recent interventio
€ the National Green Tibunal (NGT) halting river §
Y desilting acrosshe state reveal a troubling patter
safeguardsexist on paper but complianceoften =
ull depends on citizen outrage or judicial correction
Nangal, the cutting of mature trees — reported|
violation of a high court ban — expose
institutional apathyDepartments seemed unsure
f jurisdiction, while residents and activists demana "
accountabilityLegacy trees are ecological ancho
at carbon sinks and community heritage.Desilti
€ meanwhile, is necessary to prevent floods g
maintain river health. But at what cost of hum&s&
greed are we willing to draw the lindhe debate
f over riverbed excavation, especially when
commercial sand extraction is involved, E
of underscores the tension between immediate ute
N andlong-termecologicaldamageThe NGT’s stay
g on desilting operations highlights the tribusaklevance

Punjab’s challenges are real.

clarified that the NGTannot mandate action; it
canonly recommendActual enforcementests
with stategovernmentsThis meansstatesmust
treat environmental activists as their eyes and
ears and rely on vigilant citizens to flag
violations. In another instance, the cleaning of
Ludhianas BuddhaNullah haslanguishedfor
yearsWhilerepeategroposalfhravebeemmade,
little tangibleactionisseen.

Floods,
sedimentation and infrastructure pressures
demand intervention. Butgency cannot justify
opacity. Transparent tendering, prior
environmental assessment and scientific
planningare safeguardsThat interventionsby
citizens and courts are required in enforcing
accountability —as in the &ove @ses —
reflects a governance deficit. Unless regulatory
compliance becomes proactive rather than
reactive, the ecological costs will only

and limitationsA Punjab and Haryana Court ruling hascompound.

Universe: Why compassion runs deeper than benevolence or kindness

All of us are already capable of compassion, it only needs to be ignited

There are several human values and moral virtues we te
to club together with compassion, such as merc
kindness, benevolence, service, charity and love. Ev
though all of them can help you become a better humg =S C=
being, itis important to note that they stem fronfedént .
sources and have varied impacts. Unlike virtues al
values, which are often constricted and derived

innate and

natural.Mercyand benevolencanay seemsimilar to
compassion; they can benefit others and bring you jd

and contentment, as well as respect and recognition. H

compassiomunsdeeperlt is thatpowerfulandnatural

force that transforms not just your personal life but yo
immediatesurroundingsand the world. Acts of mercy
areoften sporadicand spontaneousyou canchooseto
spendyour money or take time out from your busy
scheduldo helpsomeonén need butyoudonottry to
eliminate the social, political or systemic causes of the
suffering. Thehungrypersonyou feedtodayis satiated
for the day and the warm clothes you gave a hessel

externally, compassion is inborn,

i

Sae

Kurukshetra, King Yudhishthira organised a
celebratoryfeast. Thousand®f people from princes
to paupersparticipated.They enjoyedthe delicious
spread of food and were rewarded with gifts.
Suddenly Yudhishthiraspotteda mongooseHalf of
its skin was golden. The mongoosebeganrolling
around where the religious rituals had been performed.
Yudhishthira asked,
mongoose replied, ‘I'm trying to turn the remaining
half of my bodygolden.’SeeinghatYudhishthiravas
still perplexedthe mongooseexplained:‘Afew days
ago, | came upon atiny hut. | could see a poor family of
four — a middle-aged man, his wife, son and
daughtetin-law — getting ready for dinnerf~our
plates were neatly arranged on the fldte wife said
she only had enough wheat to make one roti. Just a:
she had served them a quarter each of the roti, a hungr
stranger approached theiwor The middle-aged man
invited him and gave the man his shaitee other three
did thesameThegratefulstrangemteall four pieces

‘What are you doingPhe

person could help them survive a cold win®&ill, a to act.This can be demonstratedhrough an amusing When the poet was invited to another mushaira, he agairandleft. Whenthefamily hadfallen asleep) entered
single act of mercy does little to lessen their Persiarolktale. asked Nasruddin to accompany hivhen speaking to the hut and began rolling on the spot where a few roti
vulnerabilities. Additionally the relationship between There once lived a kind and cheerful man named Mullasomemembersof the audienceNasruddinpraisedthe  crumbs had fallenThat's when half my body turned
the giver and the recipient of a merciful act is defined biyasruddinvho waswidely respectedor hisgenerosity  trousers the poet was wearing but added they were rgnlden. | thought that rolling on the spot where a

a noticeablehierarchy in which the former is placed Nasruddin was also known to be fond of his clothesis.Thepoetagainmploredhisfriendtonotmentionthe  righteous king like you had performed a sacrifice would
abovethe latter. Conversely compassiormaintainsa  Once, his friend, a poet, was invited to recite ghazals atmusersagain.On Nasruddins assurancehepoettook  turn the rest of my body golden but, sadhat did not
relationship of mutual respect and digniyl of us are  mushairaThe poet asked Nasruddin if he could borrow &im to a third mushaira.This time, Nasruddindrew happen.’

already capable of compassion, it only needs to lpaiir of trousersNasruddingavethe finest trousershe  attention to the trousers by saying he’d never reveal thgiough both Yudhishthiraand the family had fed the
ignited. Thoughts makeugs similarto mercy kindness  owned When his friend took the stage, Nasruddin askedwner Exasperatedthe poet publicly removedthe hungry the King had expected his benevolence would
can have a wider scope.lt is reflectedin a persons  some acquaintances what they thought of the trousers tineusersandreturnedhem. earn him good karma, while the family hadeatout of
everydaybehaviourandactions Acts of kindnessjike  poetwas wearing. When someoneremarkedthat they In comparison to kindness, thdegfts of benevolence are compassion, thinking of the strangehunger as their
mercy canhelpprovidemomentarycomfortto thosein  werestunningNasruddirproudlysaidtheywerehis.On  felt for longer There is a story in the Mahabharata thapwn. In compassionate action, there is no expectation o
trouble Also, even the kindest people may not be free aheir way home the pet told Nasrudiin he €lt illustrates the difference between benevolentand any form of reward. Service, unlike kindnessand

an inherent desire for recognition, which motivates theembarrasseboly thedisclosure. compassionate deeds.Having won the battle dfenevolencegomeslosertocompassion.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellerswho do not owe any responsibility for any damage or lossto any person, apurchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of thiswork. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forumsin Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themsel ves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the‘ The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsiblefor any kind of |oss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.

ae @ & & B TSN TEEEEE TS T - D & @ s & & & B W &® o



The Rescarchers

Business

RANCHI | 25 February 2026 5

AISI3 Srsict

dolals © SIaR

- T faR WRG

9 IR P dRAR BT SITedT |

AR g 19 R & e |
SITHITEAT Ui M & 3R 9,

1 37 ool TR TN BT ST |
g oK o WS SS T 9R Blel,
e <1d # o7 3lex 81 Sirel |

& # PBIoR A1 ommar q o H |
I IS §d D oIoR 8 STl |
HRAT 9 T T IR FT o |

TENTs IR IRET SaR BIolTeT |

BT ¥ AN Sz oD a9 |

RS

S[aTs ¥ AN a8l Sfex &l Sifefl |
BT & 7 <@l foRel ToR 4 q |
TeU & fool 9T Pex B S|

oy oaa SIS o W TG
T TS A&t

R, AR G AT 7F 2026-99 7R Fie
RE vl Wl i I S 8 Fofa az
ST FEl ALHT TV 7 60,000 943 A
G2 off VI 3 I DI e AT a2 Fsu

PN B, g ARl a2e Tfdiqd QuRest
FRANE S0 Tl AATace] J2Aars e

AT A TR I T Fi5 A aterey
MR S, DA 926 (=l I SRS W= I8
I D TGRS A TN 522 B R0
a3 S, A 2 FofEva a8l wied, Sars
3 PRI N A Y F6ia, T g5
TG =i 3 YEpia ST e Ate Arst 41 2
we Sfa 3 WIRE 7 HIAC3 AT IMd SBA AT
PR A asia A ofduee Sa, ofe o
15112 BT 17 (0 e F G 2 P W o [ Ul (€4 IS
SIAET] AR J= DI AN
G G A aas afvd 8+
o, A AGRI-7 YW Fwa by, o
PIA(A SN AP TSI IS T40) a4 SN Qe
@R AT aae A W28 ASAT S
A2 ) TGA BIVE FARC, I8 A2
TGTY SO SN S SRst, [ Bl
I S DEE I AafbRz)

ATEH] T A, “ a8 AT =g aaB
I J, AB ARTa=a 519 79591 2™ a42
I S 2925 AN T ST [
J2 A A G AGDTIRS T3 F19, THd
PIISC S e Wi SIS #l19fa, [ Bia=a
Ifq 38ia ofia aERs Tapfa,

fijamye & DlereT Eeeiier Bt 673 33761, SIS drctal 7

@Eﬁﬁdﬁuaﬁﬁhgﬁiaﬂaﬂiﬁﬁqmﬁaﬁﬁﬂzﬂaﬁ

2
U A (THAY) W
FEARR & Tl 9| 78 Tee S
U F Tt 9 foreafa & ®
I B SR ISR A B
AT AR F SET HI
AFE GERE SYes A
ﬁmﬁw@nﬁﬁw@%
9 fHmR 4R % et e
e At 7 it MR iR
Uy e ol e foRm e
T o T Tehihd UrE
Afveer Hied & A 9 @
el iR s e

UMt &l TR i1 e
AL ThIE HfeE
(ﬂﬁiﬁw)ﬁwﬁﬂﬁm

ot ufauem, Ser S g
AR Feited (TentRa 3R
EQERIECCricolc I kD S CH)

T Theleh! T & Shivie feepr
F o oy, fodivgar oiR
TiSTeOT Hied T M H e
et M R R S S
3 T %l 3TETE el 1
I e o T T 3 A
Team & fau omifa e,

S &5 I e & T @)
TN TR % T ol 5
w%mﬁaaﬂw%aﬂa
T8 goreferd @i ¥ TR R
TROTHTE et o FTeishH
Henfera foy Smed, former e
& ST & STER el i

il Aol o1 fRAonge A : uzel &1 Il @ fader
& feTu 20 35T B3 & TH3INRY gU sediefed

LEC

@ | g@qﬁsﬁ It
aferTer o g § Mg dR
¥ et fod IR wew i fe
maﬁwﬁaﬂuaﬁ%ﬂ;
HEEqul Sucifsera Bfel g &l
FE Sl 3R e & =
HaE & S wE e
T WER F
O (THA) T EEER T
T f& Fd 19 TR 877
FAS T & o9 FEE W

Ifereh BRI T T HeEiar
A H T S gEd

TR 9 I 3R W 37 €1 T
79 TR, dfafes: T eIk
<21 el gRERHST w8 &I
650 g T F o9 H
TEE T ¥ A o
VR0 fomnm, iEnfien afarm
W%ﬁwwﬂawﬁq‘s‘

Togar Tt fae i Seie €1 el e d

Tiee Ve Hitvee (Siaet) 4
IR G H 100 HEIE &
& a7 Wt 'O & o
3 TSR S &0 Farer &
I ST | 7 RS T
I < & N T He B &
A wfyd e @ o A
Tewqul Tferd 2l 36 R,
RIS SIREZFR STATHE T

(ﬁ’m@‘eﬁ%ﬁ)ﬁqﬁﬁaﬂﬁam

RS W TS IR Hf T8 Her

(Ti-diet) ufEsEst # 9
TR 500 HUS T9F o o
AT O T EEdRR o 8

o i T fafes
J ot e e ek ol
et & H @ TR 727 FS
T & FemT S wfergar Sl
T Teell 9 STR e & 2R S
et BT Tt fHe
WEHR & JaT &
T AR A & e
fa fomr & oy wRe
forenm W o fomw & feam e
Tohleh! 37X STereR e we
i (SR F gee F
% fo SMELE TSR wfeerst
(MEIEETE) & WY TEdm
T R eEER R e
TEE % ded  SEeIEsuE
Yegforss forpr, A @ &
Wﬁﬁwaﬁiwﬁn‘m
o s ) el
TERE S e W eiR
Th-Ieh! TR Y& M| TTH
IR T YT o hIgTe] SHeTE
F dfvew ARl & SET
formfra e 2

forpfaa & Wk | 78 Yo T &
ST R0 3 SIRTELFeR- 3TN
foreTer =i wofe STeR <M 3|
TRE & 3fdd W IR,
STEE TR SR SRIoh Teer
a%wﬁwqﬁqmmmaﬁ

JaerEs

TeiE

2 ool gemst g e unft 3
fecett ® il <ot Ofdd WS HiemW wiewd @
TR S #1139 I I F9-2027 F
T 408.82 FS T ARASTIS i Ve Tehfd
1 S T ST o R | e o 3 e
S Rt |3 wfee | o 2027 H ER § 2R
I HERY S T iR T T | e
st R fawr @ w=t @ s=A
A U6 TeRviE gt ¥ Tad TR
e w1 & fog e e e
(TTumEistt) & ofaid 408.82 FHAUS &
RIS WS R 3 B o o
o1 S et foR S 9 3T 2027 % S
SRS B Al 36 HereTs | S-focwr 9
FUS FGII3H 3 STRTH ht TIeT &1 T H 7
it Foreict, Toresar SR 31feRet Yae ST T@AT
Wwaﬁwﬁ—dwﬁqw%lg@qﬁ%
et o SR SIg TR il ok foAw 253 HIS &
TS st Telishid 3R e Ster e & 3t
SRt ST ST e ot o STE foRam| 35k
HAfded gheleIX el YOedl, Ffeel el
SISTAQY e o Gl foraR o e T off

ddivic dFard = disied uié ue 1500 ®els ol
gfed 3ite Rhted ufeals=msn oI fiben 3gied

TR & T TedH e

AR S, Tor ST, sied HERo

ﬂéﬁwﬁnéaﬁaw SR el Tl formad R R eSS Wi 3
fnaqﬁa%qaﬂzwﬁmﬁ e 1 3gRA R aE  ARiE U < 1 veel S

TIRERT § 1500 TS 79 °
after I faf aftEsTeR
1 g 3R R fomam
FREs H wgd  fawea
TR 1 IgleA foRar Tl
w JEed gl ol 3R aRd
RESRT I SRR W
T GFE 3 wE R 3
IREFeE Seume # ERd,
amyfer iR Sfvaes wfcremdt
T dE & w9 A fofoa
FM| ST A ufasT & fag
TR S T TEER
ST e siewTe it afvaw
gfqeael & A ert
IO FE fh T ARG &

TUEeE TG SR Sl
feretaR @t forr =t THfia 71
T wE g @ S
frerttl e &1 wgEn faemm
T 3 el & ufEset §

&, VTl B aEEeH S
3R I Y& T T TR

yEele U@ 2025 °
Heomfeld ®1 3 2029 W%
eI TR W fohfad &

F AN Bl IeH e fR
s R fefsfedt fem yomett
TR T B T AT
T e 2l et sEw
B Fee H SE S|
o ot Ot g omed ot o
&1 Heet = e R S Bk
RS & oS STt & Heer
T ST SIS | THY SR S|
asig srefereredr @i

fiert  erfueier atiemel &
3FER, A 2025 ¥ ORI
2026 & SE SCTE WA
g 6 iawd et 35.97
fofer a1 & T FIR AR
9.4 JferTd g 7.16 TG 216G
Y 3ifyer & T S8 R e
TREeel ¥ e and
0 Brtt| e S| ISR &
IR YT B T AT F
ISR 3T ST formm o
e e

T
T2 feeelhl el dreeH

S[IaTS SaeTel ol MU dicd, TR
i @l 8 g & ffecan

I T FH = ael HI

PUASITTE YT SPHS e fafties s 380 Fig €931 ol STl
IS TeHHI o oY ii=er o feam T 39 oTEiel o 26 Tal

T Sl T ST Tehdl €1 TG

F ST & WG 27 B Bl

R} 1 3rctede foran e, Wﬁnﬁﬁm@gwaﬁz
TS T shiee o fou STEi| o o 99 IR HIe) <Rl SITER 31
T R e & Tend €1 S9eX 12 191 Tk oAl o 39 el

, oI faw 0.05 Yfawrd TeHfhw fifeT ol 39 STEdret | et o

o TIT 367 0 § iRt 386 TU YT IR 1 USH SiE 7 foma
T &, ST e WS 32 I A B

@1 TrHE el faftes & 39 omedieh # R gored @l
AT T IS I 32 IR o AT sl e anm, Sk forg
3% 12,352 T9 1 F79 K Al Ree saeed 39 emEdeh
R 16 Al I 512 IR & foTe siiet o wed €, e
T 3% 1,97,632 T 1 O FAT B 3T MEdRN F ded
10 ¥ HH e A 98,44,559 T WR W & W €1 W
aﬁﬁ@ﬁmﬁms@mw (FgaTeelt) & fow 75
gferera feemn R foran T €1 39 U goreed & faT 44.94
wirerer feee nfiet €1 56 3feTren et sereed & fore 10 wfewma
fewa 3IR A $iegye sl (TSR ) & faw 15 wfawr

feem fisdl 21

5t &1 el oiet arfdd aisit & @t afe, ot
I%rluosszaiﬁ's'aﬁuﬁzhmmaﬁeﬁfﬁﬁwﬁmaqﬁa

<=l il T | IR S {6 3 aREsHe o qut
B W 665 FF

fafer Siet S9eisd &,

S 2fER St % MR 3R TR &5 &
AT FHT| ST 13 BIR SR Y il o=

feran ST

o fer T STAM 71 WY & & Yot
THE % GHHE | o TR et | e |
a1 fF g g A % AnieEE iR R
TR o TEdr § BReR "emH- 2027 & i,
wio 31 Afereies T 3 1 e 5 o1 @
1 T @ T TR 3 YT B SR 3tk Hag

2047 dd 30-35 feferer sice ol
3rRfcrawen & feie auradn &l ®sil: onrd

T

72 feoet| shda arforss we
e T e e 7 39 A
T SR @ & R WRA %
fofemfor sik frrafa o1 o1 g
B =feul 3= Fa R 2047
Tk 30-35 fofeam SR

T sreferaeen & foe o & Fsi

#1 v e w v A
F foweht foom wra dem o
RIS T TorerT e
2026 I aﬁaﬂ e 9

% forpflad WG 2047 & ool
T Sfied gC e 6 2047 T
30-35 faferd Se®

(FHERE) €1 SRe %
YA WS F Y QN
I T foreT 31 et H 9Ra
& T &l SMeRfTe s
UM U fdR® SR
Hoeq foam (SdemEemgd))
T 9RAE o 9Reg
(T ) o HEdnT & STEfer

E a6 § T o oS St
ST < S i 3T SRR 81

3Tch fdoIaT b1 Tlel el el bl UTdd dadl
Eﬁieﬁnr3n§ﬁ%ﬁ1iamﬂﬁiiﬁiﬁhnﬁﬂ

3[AfDI DI WAl b §IC STdtet di eeNfud sioN ‘54 US e’ deIesisd dilsel’

ﬂéﬁﬁi‘nﬁam
o fifwe g 9 @ R
st o Tl SeRERY
Higd W Sieg [ (formoe
SR § o wm e, e
YR SRR @Y afves

e fF = o ot TRl
o fomfe o fom &t em
9,385 HS T H g
10,211 &g & & T &, T
STV 8.8 W SR 8%
&1 37 T 5.97 HS THA 3T
71.74 TS TS I oG F
fopw <1 o &1 ST T W el
303 TS T H faid HRER
T & iR WA 135 0 A
A 9T ST @ T g
oA S | S AR 21.77

| e e T T

B fefern 3 e g faum @t
T TS WIHehdT 31 37 &
U HId IR T &1 6 folg
et B e formT o foe 3t
i TS T TR I @ 2

T 3R TR T oA HT
IR S 1

S

3 T 5.97 FIS THA I

fore 1 9% gl Waﬁg@m‘
AR TR 1 ST 3R Sge) s
& U =€ qeiieh o1 SANT feme
ERcEEEteisE e
3R freTaene & a1y fiee &M
mww%l%m%?

ek

I R T S v #
Tt v fore T @ €1 5 A
T 95 yiew & ifves e T
R GEEN @ & W@ 9
Yl # 37T fe e vge
Ty o Y& ST @ 7|
el for wiie Ui We & ded
24 & 3R 48 =S H fofymm
I & € =Eeen Y& &
T %1 39 Ted 31 Sl 7k

e e Of

SIeH FRRE H 3T T

iR e SO T TE
A |

IR A & gk

% TR A GC Ha R 3T

T FHEd W H SN

'. HIEGEE R R

3N ‘eeeIiEa Yo’ i
=IO i | SHeR A I
TR 3R FRT & | [
RER} i oiftfer 1 @l 5 H
10 @ ¥ G GEEET §

= B TN TS

TH 303 IS T 1 i
HRER ek &9 & ey 9
TN &1 37t IR § 135 <9 A
MM ST ST @ 81 36 fg
R H T &R 9 e S
foiia g ST T ® €1 58
B AMRE R FOW W
ot | 7o IHE 9 I Heg
it W@ &1

fefSea sfer =t Iwerar =1
TR e gE WAt A e fof o1t
uNa fefSieet aisieem o forga
T yom Bl IR wa o
TEEa e (TETEst) w
10.5 FIs QA =l o & H
4 =S Y ©ITE ey fezm
HEECRR NG e
SR ol ot e SeRT aifes o
frfa seR iR Sefsim @t
TIRIfF T Ton | foaesw oW
@, Siceh 39 oo T W
‘T HAfTe’ & w9 H yHe

- - D

i foeraret

D Hide § haed 3secisl df WRkem
uz:’l faifécar & a6 cron @3 Afde

qéﬁw?rmr{ﬁz@aa%
foTT T S Tl B Beree
e fofies & 9 3 ot
Wi mee B Wi o W
370 STEUNS el 1 G
fem weife fafen & e
TE & TH & F
aMEdeT frawRl i T Wt
Tg TE| SMEUIN & ded hU &
IR 216 TR F q&E | SR
o T 91| ST e & Teuwg
IHT W 3 fARET 6.02
wiowra WfeEm & qrer 229 T
F W R g fafen & ag
fopaTell T TEE S S &
RV A IRR I 217.55 ¥4 &
TR e oo 7k R T
TR Hlehe T % FERIE HIA

forer STum) wEieReT TRy
&I H T g SR & §
‘REwa ®ied’ @R dEd
ST TIEeR o ST <hl STeral
e
S
Hehfihel BEeR, ST 3R
TEAUIA WER S 7] TS
TR I 9 W SR
AT HET T T TR B
& gegiHt & = o 9 R
TEH 60 Wi 48 U 3T
12 TEIRICY el o gU &l
TEEE & e Tl

B T

% oMl fawes 0.72 wfawa
& wEe H grhded SR
fafes =1 49 s T W=
T3 16 T 18 TEX & S
TeHiREE & fau gar o 3|
IMET3T T FoER H R 9
o Rt foem o, fSess
FRO A SfeRSAA 5.44 TA
ToUHEd gl ol T
FAMAFRS SR STRIH
(T & foau o driA
5.95 T ToHEhES g o1l o
e Y

I SR

(THeTEeTE) % foau s dref
H 7.91 A1 TeHRRA ST 1)
i e fed sawed & fou
st 9t 4.09 T TeERES &
T T T STEW & q'd 10
T R 99 9 %A

)

39w A w5 wOW &
SRR el o forg wifeey fafr
WA 3T FEA SUawad i
Hig fe smom e &
fau ey 9w ek faeim
HRRAT S8 HEHH AT
E T B SR el o ura
T T 1 S IRAR ST
3R TEReT ¥ WY g
Y & T ool A T,
Sfeeh WiEpfan Heiel w1 off
TSI & ST @ &1 TSH A el
& oo & ARieH, fomE
I FERCY HEeE

[ I

22,68,600 T IR SN fhE TT
&l a@ﬁ@*aﬁﬁwmﬁﬁ
1 T B ARBT Hitee
F STERdl Bl W F SR ST
FHRURE KT | B |

FHo o feufa it =g
& T Hfteet Aehe erex et
% U9 S T T U &
B vieigew (SemuEd) |
fFT T T & AR HR
foiar Ted AR Heteld g8 &1
forr = 2023-24 & HE A
2.27 FIE T H S AN
oM oA, S SF fod o
2024-25 H 9 F 7.54 FS
T B T A o o
el BT AT 3 | fader
2025 | HTH H 6.78 TS
T A Y A & TH &

forféer fifs

e, SIS 3 SRREed &
T 3R T wHeErE &
e ¥, TAEEE T
YR, TGN SR et
T F e ferpfaa &, St
R H AT WSS W
e & Ay sy
3R HeH T@UNEHEFA &
R 3 eeied’ % TeAm |
TR fg T 1w o
T fe IR erfefy sl s
TEI ot $H g a fS Al
J ST IR WO & 31gd
TS &l S

—

3Mest3s D cfore

d & Mg
wefe § of

elieanerst ot o1 -
dIdote deanll

TSt

7 et ol o oifw
(MENSME) & T
TeEs |

o
Y

%ﬁ
!
4%

SSFEME
%%igé
.gy%%

Fg
X!
5938

4
4

11111
14
4

3

2y
B

4o
I

¥
1



The Rescarchers

T feert g MR Bt 21 &9 HEW & STER
g?ﬁ%ﬁmw,maﬁ{ma‘;maq

X &1 AR w379 |1 Teh W 088 Sl SR
off 11 ©, o0 98 379 STt &7 HiEH & W 7 Al 39
for S =1 S A EisieT shisee feweitet & 9 4 ST
ST €, ST 376rTE ol €1 U &9 2| I8 fordit =afeh =h1 @ dem
T &Y SR STerTeI ST 3l B

BRYI 35T &

T sthfoee fewsiidt Fif 2 & 3iR 5o 2 o ool
T T, TH TR g o SRR 37T o Rt fofer W et wger
T E1 AR SR WA € RS A w3
fewiiEt &1 ri €1 78 HHl A & 33H-sle 31K WA & FH
& gl Rt 7, o ooe ¥ wfes # disg weE
TR W SRR T &, S Y T 1 HRO 2

IV 3MA &

5 Fewsitet 1 e Ty Riifh 72 9 8, 3afen 3o aer
TEET o 3TEH 81 3THIE i 59 feufq & g off yenfer &
Tehe 1 3T A B g ei-oidt R H S Tl €, 9
ST I T Il & 3R e ot i H SEeht 7 el o
gIferd =t AT WHT TH S & 3K SHH oo off se
T 2| fF T orerT-oreRT T HeE B SR A | o 3Ee
el # e 21

g Tt 0T B Hed U forsiy Hrem 1 @t ued €1 <@
o7 8 o e o a0 fdeR A1 STaReR st 31e iR wE
& S AR g i €

el 3 guT 3UER

fafrcer dT & SR & fau sifvemive: are N &
I L &, S S e U FH H AR S &1 TEell-oEe de
R, St M ol Tk o9 e & RS T % e ST
w2 1 SR A1 3 AT S el 21 3R gHd, g efee R,

o1 @t Fel avid & CEeild ©
{10 et D ceae it &, Te
eT3c 2I3e@ © TeTd du e
gioTd oTel 8l uren 8 | aifcer edieed
st Aiforant 3maet aan 28t & PO
(e dileeh & a1e a, foreiant aice &
3110 @l @are ot oft fésrem dser T wepd

&1 33T JleTd & J6s..

S goE B W Tecl i IeH S Bt © 3R -4 e gy
M T Holg hT ST BT & T ST STTHRUH Tomd
3R FHEEAT ff T &, S AT W SR H Sqeh! TEE B Fehad
&1 U 9 I B9 & v off i oem, KR i s
ﬁm%ﬂm(ww%w)ﬁmﬁmm
I 2

senrer o3t faal & foe 78 pa
3R MUhT off ASTHT 3EI-3t Wi &k ek
3Med &, T e fou s €1 Uk =€ W@l ¥ < feren
T € 5 IS T 9 T 350 fircdietier e g 9n
el H &1 213 1 @l 20 THE de og ST 81 3 fq
S A Y SRS 3R A sigd i ot 3T Tt
2| Beifer B | 3 Hive féw 99 el 3 foet 1 @
& T T @ €1 SR 7 40 TR @ W we W ’
% WK g AT et JsTHT dide féa = gt
i3} e fgom o el & TR H @ the 3K
T Il o8 0 & 3R 37 Sl i 1l ¥
St 81 7% o & fow et Tl 2l oen S U

2 foF oS S teed § off s weh @
U1 TE FA S AR & et 2. ek g

A @H % TESE o 3FR
TG T S § @R AR

g I 3T 2| ik STH Tl SR

F9 T F9 o & ¢ TTEE 29 1 4@ wid
FX Thd €| S &9 o T o et o T
S G SR <ot T ST Ta-foRTd g @
% M T

et~ 9, Ui, Wit iR SR S

A difiesk @ B & W E SR

fet o fofet & off ©R & W@

e ¢ for wie fEom & o o, = 3R i TehaT 21 &1 Tl bl T ¥ IR H
- . Kl & s — S
HSFIH?,'E“' UIUC 31T SThT T L TRl | =13 T Hfceem g S € SR o P =L
- % afesri- Fo wfsar o fF TR a1 iR T ¥ e 7 gl

TSR T § U off 9 Wl € 3R Wk 7 off 77 9gd 3R
B &1 TH TH A R i e s 2§ 3R o #
forerfe @ gran & o st st et st 81 o gefeT
Tg 3t T ST @ et iR § S € =nfeul

Y- T e g T4 | Sh @ § ST @S Al
S Tohdl §1 T8 e o feue ¥ ot Sgd 3T%RT B ¢
feredt off T M BT el o W1 W Y Ted ol 81 3

ITISTOT

Hrerar wieaslt & A 9 & T | S5 aSH e WLl A @ 2
et ot A Afee T RO 9gd & qiwa T AR T IR Ay mf
e ot ST A 39 & oAt 1 HHAT HET IS 81 39 fow s
TG & MR 1 & Teet =8l 7 SQd | e Tefert Afeet S o

o TheT €1 T U2 H U | = i oft el g €
Tt feofa o U2 # veT T s ot s Wi @1 S B
A3l a1 HeTar Seh! SHgaH st 3R o ST @1 &1 ¢ el 9
Tl Tl & R e MfuRe s # agd S€t stgeH €1 St
HiSeT HieN & SE THUR X & o= hi ST 3l & SHeRT si=l
off 4 TR Y 39 d A4 2ATd HreT 8 S &1 S R Sk T 2
3 FHRUT ST 1 Afgel 9 AT ol TS T8t Sl SToRd I8+
R o8 T Al 81 TSl & SE IRl TR R &
foTT =59 & 1 < T 1 AR BT 98T 2

- 7% Yed ¥ W <& 9 A1 A W & @ T € A
TR TR B STet X SEHT WANT R Hehd €1 5ol off 2117 ShietsT
1 SR o T oie 81 e <&t # 19k a1 = el R @ 9
U2 o T € @R U ot W @ 2

i & firs # i @ 5gd S €1 gl @H # w@IR A
mﬁ%wﬁﬁ%%ﬁaﬁw%lwwwﬁqﬁ?qﬁ
M ¥ WK 37T € 3R e B IRe 9 § Y2 9 S &

IRT H ToTe Sl 39 wEl ¥ I WE WeHd
T & Wfeh S pies gk A Ve # T =i
o1q 7 &1 fEm oF o Ao & Sl ek g
W, ST e =g Hehdl € S qE st
1 57 B €1 50 frefieliex Wt dive fegaa &
50 TR heAl TR # ugedt €1 ST 300
U € 1 Taei® 150 Sholl ST 399 Th

F=piwy Tl

i =

PLE R
i S

= ;?" -

i -
W i
o x - - Y
& - T
%-;s.. ] | | -,
= %

=8

I TR NI el 2 | WIEaR  fergies
¥ @ 35 T S e ¥ el @ ol

5 3
SO0T

T, o 3 < % afeen T A 2, feTe e H T e
TWd T 1 T e 3R iR 38 <t W &
HRD T T 0 PR Lk i ?@%ﬁwwﬁ%aﬁwﬁ%%m@ﬁg
et < o e oy e SN HIRCD RNV
T 31 0 S R e Tl G 3 Wﬁgﬁﬁ?f%’@ﬁvmg
Rl i LU RN i S S 2L SR BN €, e T O-sfse
O% 77 2 1 9 o v e o e o P 1 SR TSI T TG it o o B v o R 1 oo : s R R g
= oo 5 10 fe & fow 7w B omew T A TS T €, Sifeeh <ol F i T R T B STTHRT i o g8 ST el 3 , &, Ll
faamr ® SR W wF we @ w1 / : A I F e o aeE e #1 ST § A ST Sl e § Uk e- St S § qeedt e 39 e (e Sed S ok el
U ATAS o R ! U A o 7T e 1 48 eeS), T SIOmY, Wy, W of R 2 STHRM % SfRY g A0 (SEwR)  SRe # SEd oA ErEn €1 F % e
A 30 FrE ¥ 1 wHenstt ¥ fo o F fA ER F wed g1 ofeht H 39 famRw wed i fen ¥ A o firefs Wi e S 9 g 0 ok S SR o 9 e S
— i = ST IR TER T A 5 S R ST fofi YRR 3 I %) O <o eed! % o Goteal i SN e 8| qoledt €1 56 U Tetedt i U SIeT ISl e
3% * s wE ERE @R # W, Wi, T § 99, e T TR N e o e 9o o o e 8
R ot ¥ M femer 3R SRR 1 =it 7 e B 8137 SToRR figean 21
99 ot % FROT e o GE A A BN WA e Beh! o el &1 T U
T Ak # TN HASR @6 & W?' foehr :
TR SN ¥ U fRN S 21 g e G- 9 OY g FE K A TEE
&G AEE 81 T Ve, T gL L T o [T Joleel 1 SR TN 901 hl 4
1 3T 0 S o 3IR 30 T N fRAT ST €1 S T HE W A, AW, A
F9 FH w ) A SR H S & S SRl orqyfa B R, e ST 21
& T R 6 T YR W e et F1 Vs § e W fone: s s
30 e T TR T, aeq wpre 26 2| P =T o B 2,
Ws@ﬁf@*ﬁ' ‘oSt ¥ R et 3 vt o T e B Y ¥
agqﬁms”sa{ T | Rl ¥ A eedl e g ST
T R T I & GrF 6-7 IR e R ST oweRdn

IR A1 3¢ ¥ R o ST Tt €1 7%

‘ ; quq;ﬁﬁ%;g @R # MR I T o Wt o= o wm A # Y H
1w forerr % 9 =1e o € 9 % HRO I I H
- ‘Torgdl Sffg 1 off oIS wCht B 3 ofb U H ¢ BIaT ¢ | 39 W
. \\ : B ol & foIq ST ST FRIfi W YeTed) i R W R e A
H:\\) Y & g T % T fre 9 e <€ v @
- “TeTedt F ERA o 1 A A S 2
Owned by PACE (Peoples Assocaition for Charity & Edification), Printed & Published by Ashis Kumar Sinha, on behalf of PACE, Printed at DB Corp. Ltd., Near Forest Range Office, Lalgutuba, Ranchi, Jharkhand-835303. Published at Ranchi, 23 - East Jail Road, Lalpur, Ranchi,
Jharkhand. Pin 834001. Editor: Ashis Kumar Sinha. Consulting Editor: Deepak Kumar *Editor as per provision of Section 7 of PRB Act.  RANCHI:- RNI - JHAMUL/2016/75465 1 email: mail4daily@gmail.com I Call: 9234942222 / 9334220098 I
All disputes will be subject to Ranchi Court I web: www.theresearchers.us ; epaper: www.epaper.theresearchers.asia I
® o ® o H IEEEES IS ST N ® o e o s & & & & W e



Sports

TheResearchers

RANCHI | 25 February 2026 ;

NEW

With lessons from Rohit Sharma,
Angkrish Raghuvanshi embraces
the long road to India cap

New Delhi. (Agency)

When you scroll throughAngkrish
Raghuvanshs Instagram profile, this is the
quote that greets you, the first of just 23 ] .
posts on the young battsraccount. In an w120 Worl(i C@'_ENG vs PAK: England will look
era where social media presence oftento seal their semi-final berth when they face
mirrors personal brand-building, Pakistan on Tuesday in Pallekele International
Raghuvanshi has chosen restraint over
noise. His display picture, frozen in time
with the Underl9 World Cup trophy held
proudly in his hands, has remained
unchanged for years, a quiet but powerful
reminder of where it all began.When this
interview beganAngkrish’s attention was
immediately drawn to the Mancheste
United backdrop in the room. His face lit up,
and before cricket entered the conversation
football did. He spoke animatedly about his
favourite club, insisting the good days were
back and that “Carrick Ball” was in full
flow. It was a glimpse into the 21-yeald
beyond the cricketer — a young man whose
world revolves around Manchester United

after close calls againstlitaly and Nepal,
before putting on a strong show with a
convincing51-runwin over Sri Lanka.For
Englandthisfixture offersanopportunityto

Cricket Stadium. Pakistan, who have never beaten PAKISTAN LOOK TO DEFYHISTORY
England in the tournament's history, face atough ~©0ing into the next game, Pakistan don

.. have history in their favopyhaving lost
challenge heading into the contest. all their three games against England

T20 World Cup history But given
LONDON. (Agency) Englands vulnerabilities, Pakistan wil
Pakistan are set to lock horns with England in gancy their chances. In the pre-mat¢.
tricky Super 8 clash at tie20World Cup on  press conference, Sahibzada Farhans
TuesdaySalmamgha’s men did not get the that Pakistan are not fussed about p
ideal start, with their opening game againstecords and would want to give Englar
New Zealand washed out by rain. From her@ tough time.
on, they can ill dbrd a slip-up, as a defedtYes, definitely. As you mentioned,the |
would leavethemin a precariousposition
aheadof their final groupmatchagainstSri  didn’t get a win, the morale in our cam
Lanka.The Super 8 Group 2 match betweersveryhigh.Theboysareconfident.You
' England and Pakistanwill be played at
PallekeldnternationaCricketStadium. The unpredictable. Like you saw in the match
match will get underway at 7 pm IST night, results can change quickly. Our

livestreamin@gndTV coverag®fthematch.
England, meanwhile, have endured a fewgive thematough fight,” Farhan said.

contention.They scraped into the Super 8sGAMEFa Endand, performanes hawe

Kolkata Knight Riders, Mumbai cricket, New Delhi. (Agency) of fresh intrigue.Two members of the

and above all, an enduring love for the gamé he ODI seriesagainsustraliapromisego
itself."On my Instagram, it's just showing ©beamemorablechapterfor India Women.
everyone what my life actually is. It's
cricket and a bit of Manchester United, and
I'm being as real as | can be,” said
Angkrish.That authenticity defines
Raghuvanshs journeyHis emegence into
the national spotlight came during the 2022
Under19World Cup, where he finished as
India’s highest run-getter with 278 runs in o ;

six matches. Performances of that calibre 'E:rllirr?cuhgiﬂgth?hzciiuzfaicris?flt_%roslcgep:igg ri,i,siiio%r
often accelerate careers, opening doors t0 Aystraliain a decade. India currently holo
domestic prominence and franchise 4-2 |ead in the ongoing multi-format serie
opportunities.The IPLfollowed. following their triumph in theT20ls, and
Raghuvanshi made his debut for Kolkata they will be keen to carry that momentu
Knight Riders in 2024, scoring 163 runsin into the 50-over format.

10 matches in a season that ended with thaustralia, meanwhile, find themselves i
franchise lifting the title.The following unfamiliar territory The hosts stéred
year he demonstrated greater assurance andtheir first home series defeat since 2017 -
responsibility compiling 300 runs in 12  rare blemish in what has otherwise been
matches. Even in a campaign that fell short dominant eraThe Sophie Molineux era has
of expectations for KKR, Raghuvanghi’ not begun as planned, and fhestralians
development stood out as one of the
positives.

field carryingthetagof world champions  arrives with a story of her own.

a title that brings heightened expectatioRer Vaishnavi, the series could mark a
and greaterscruting When Harmanpreet significant personal milestone. Having
Kaur's women take the field for the seri -

openeron February24 at The Gabbain Fi
Brisbane, the spotlight will shine bright
than evecConfidence is already flowin

#umbai Indians in th&VPL, she is yet to
make her ODI debut for IndiaThe

front of their home crowd.Adding further
emotion to the contesdlyssa Healy is set
to begin the final leg of héustralia career
ahead of her impending retirement, giving
the series an added layer of significance.
GOLDEN CHANCE FOR NEWCOMERS

setup.Gautars’ journey meanwhile, has
been one of resiliencafter being ruled out

Suryakumar at No.3: Irfan
Pathan urges batting shake-
up for IND vs ZIM

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former all-rounder Irfan Pathan has
suggested that India should have
SuryakumarYadav come in to bat at No.3
during their do-omie clash against
Zimbabwe in Chennai. India have their
backs against the wall following the loss to
SouthAfrica in their opening Super 8 clash New Delhi. (Agency)
in Ahmedabad.Their semi-final chances West Indies’ rampaging victory against
took another hit wheWest Indies thrashed =~ Zimbabwe hasgurther compounded Indig’
Zimbabwe on MondayFebruary 23. troublesin their ICC Men'sT20World Cup

This means that the Zimbabwe game is one2026 campaign, pushing them into a corne.&
where the defending champions cannot West Indies crushed Zimbabwe by 107 ru
afford a slip-up with the batting issues being In their Super 8 fixture on Mondayp3
exposed so far in the tournamekibhishek  February at the WankhedeStadium after
Sharma's form has been under the scannerP0Sting the secondhighest total in T20

P World Cup history.Seta dauntingtarget of
while Tilak Varma has struggled to make an . )
impact at No.3Tilak has 107 runs from five ~ 22°,Zimbabwewerebundiecoutfor 147in

: oo 17.4 oversThe emphatic victory has left . .
ETENESHIUD Sl @ et India in a precarious position, as they nowat deep point éfMatthew Forde in the
India’'s top three are all left-handers at the eed commanding wins in their remainingsecond over Zimbabwes troubles
moment and shake-up has been suggestedy " 23 ST oF sigfring a 76-run defeat deepened wherAkeal Hosein (3/28)

last month, her return adds depth a
balance to the squathe series iAustralia

core, the Indian squad also carries a touckhythm but also to reassert her place in

pursu|t Of What appeared an |mpr0bab|é|me n the tournamenﬂ._hree ba||S |ater

Pathan, howeverfeels the issue can be
sorted with Suryakumar being putin at No.3
and Tilak coming in after him."Maybe
Surya should bat at number B actually

take away those three left-handers coming

one after the other and just change that  §s game against England in
monotony" said Pathan to the

broadcasters.Suryakumar has batted at No Bu”e"ele looks set to avoid the rain

for India in T20Is, scoring 864 runs in 32 thut wushed out their opener, with
matches with an average of 32 and a strike- L

rate of 158.53. He has scored a hundred andorecasts showing just a 2 per cent
g iies Qurna histme. vk ror  thance of showers on Tuesday.

KULDEEP? - contestTemperatureareexpected
Pathan said that India should bring bAstar _ New Delhi. (Agency) to hover around 27 degrees Celsi®

Patel into the team given his ability with batPakistan will be desperate to get back on theefore dipping to 25 degrees in tr~

«PAK vs ENG, T20 World Cup 2026
Super 8s: Pakistan's second Super

significant blow, making Tuesday's

the balance.Thepositive news is
thatthe weatherforecastiooks far
more promisingthis time around.
Accordingto Accuweatherrain is
unlikely, with just a 2 per cent
chanceof precipitationwhichwill g
be music to the ears of cricket fa

hoping for an uninterrupted

and ball, which went missing during the loss field when they face England in their secondevening, offering ideal playing Sty

T20 World Cup 2026 Super 8s game at theconditions.Pakistan, led by Salma
Pallekele International Crickette®lium on  Ali Agha, will fancy their chancegjee
Tuesday February 24, after their openingin Sri Lankan conditions. Having==
match at the same venue was washed out. played all their matches on the

ith only three games per side in the Super 8sland so farthey have acclimatised well

against the Protea8Vhile the former all-
rounder suggested that there will be a
temptation to try out Kuldeejyadav and
bring back Sanju Samson into the team, hgv
doesn't want too many changes from th
hosts during the Zimbabwe tie.

- @ & o - & & & & -2 D L] -

seal a semi-final spot with a game to spare.

rain was notin our contrd\nd while we [ = %"

JioHotstar and t&r Sports will provide confidencaemainsstrong,andourbatsmen
have performed well heré/e believe we can

nervy moments but remain firmly irENGLAND LOOK FOR THE PERFECT

World champions India Women resume ODI
duties in Alyssa Healy's farewell festival

touring party - Vaishnavi Sharma andJma Chetry stands at a sghtly feient |, qias ca
Kashvee Gautam - were not part of Inglia’ crossroads. She made her ODI debut duringt''
For the first time, India will step onto the triumphantWorld Cup campaign, and each theWorld CupclashagainsBangladeshbut

midway through the tri-series in Sri Lankaaccelerated round at her base prithe

Amid the familiarity of aVorld Cup-winning  offers her a chance not only to regainrecovery with recent updates confirming

20 World Cup: West Indies add to India's
woes with thumping win over Zimbabwe

to SouthAfrica in their opening Super 8 Produced a touch of spin wizardry to

chase, a3adiwanashe Marumani (14f&) Ryan Burl (O of 3) was caught at deep
made a brisk start. Howevére was caught Square leg, leaving Zimbabwe in seriou

encounter against England all the morghathashistoricallystrugglecagainsguality
critical. One point from a washed-out gamespin bowling
is far from ideal when qualification hangs inconditionsPAK vs ENG: PAKISTAN'S

and a semifinal spot on the line, there is littlethe surfaces and environmefiheir potent With their opening Super 8 clash against Ne
maugin for error The washout against New spin-heavy attack has been instrumental if€aland washed out, Pakistan have alrea

ENG vs PAK, Super 8 preview: Pakistan ouf
to break England curse in tricky clash

been short of their best, but their current forrmuch better than we have so far. But in
has still been enough to carry them this fartournamentricket,themostimportantthing
Against Sri Lanka, their batting struggled, is getting the win, no matter how it looks.
managingonly 146. Apart from Phil Salt, Today we probably didri’bat as well as we
whoscored2,noneof theotherbattersvere  would have liked. However the fight we
ableto makeasignificantcontribution. showed with the ball and in the field proves
that this team is in a very good place,”
Dawson said.England are not placing
special emphasis on mystery spinner
UsmanTarig, who has been Pakistan’
standout bowler in the tournament
with eight wickets at an economy rate
of 5.82. HoweverLiam Dawson said
England are focusing on Pakistan as a
complete unit rather than
concentrating on one individual
player
"It's not all aboufTarig," Dawson said.
"They're a very good team with some
dangerous players andariq's

know this isT20 cricket — the format islt was lagely due to the &brts of their spinners obviouslyavery goodbowler But we'renot

lasend early breakthroughdrom JofraArcher  going to just look at himwe'll look at the
that Englandwere able to securethe win.  whole team and see how we can nullify
However they are aware that there is roomthem."Pakistan havelayed fourcompleted
for improvement, with Liam Dawson matches so far and delivered convincing
admitting inthe pre-matclpress conference performances only against the Unitadt8s
that the side needs to play better cricket goingndNamibia,while strugglingagainstindia
forward.“Of course, we know we can play andtheNetherlands.

T20 World Cup: Spin troubles
aside, India should stay patient

with Abhishek Sharma

HUBBALLI. (Agency)
mpaign in th€20World Cup 2026 has
ajor roadblock following their crushing
76-run defeat against Soutfrica in their first
Super 8 fixture at the Narendra Moda&ium
in Ahmedabad.The Men in Blues famed
aggressive batting approach was nowhere to be
seen on a tricky surface, as they struggled
level tagainst some disciplined and well-planned
: bowling from the Proteas.The most glaring
CAN PRATIKA STERPUP? ) ) .concern for India has been the prolonged
One of the players to watch in the series willfajlure of star openeAbhishek Sharma, who
be Pratika Rawal, who is returning to has been the cornerstone of their ultra-
competitive cricket after nearly four aggressive batting philosophibhishek has
months on the sidelines due to injuff'e  endured a faettable tournament so far
25-yearold opening batterone of India8  managing just 15 runs across four innings.
most prolific performers during th&orld  The |eft-hander began the campaign with a duck
Cup, has been included in the ODI squadygainst the USA, who clearly did their
after recovering from an ankle injury homework by placing a fielder in his favoured
The setback forced her out of the knOCkOUtdeep extra-cover region, where he was Caught_

increasinglycompetitivdineup.

did not get an opportunity to bat, leaving her
credentialsin the 50-over format largely
unexplored Although she has featured in
seven T20Is for India, she is yet to
consistently find her best form at the highes

Already featured iT20ls and represented Phase of the tournament, and she wa@head of the next fixture against Namibia,

subsequently replaced in the squad.a  Abhishek sufered a stomach infection and was
result, she missed out on receiving aryled out of the game.He returned to the XI

: . upcoming matches present an opportunityvinners medal despite her significant against Pakistan but once again struggled
will be desperate to respond strongly ingor her to break into the 50-over format andcontributions earlier in the competition.

further cement her place in the nation&he injury also ruled her out of théomens

against spin, falling for another duck in the very
. ( . first over The same script unfolded against the
Premier League season with WRrriorz,  Netherlands, a8ryan Dutt rattled his stumps

where she had been picked in the

nextended laydff required careful
rehabilitation, and fans closely tracked h¢

aher return to full fitness.

trouble.Gudakesh Motie's dream spell
In the blink of an eye, the Chevron:
collapsed from 20 without loss to 20 fo
3 in the space of five deliveriegvith
Hosein extractingsharpturn from the
surface ,GudakestMotie (4/28) joined  in the opening over yet again.Abhishek finally
the party and deliveredhis careesbest  opened his account in the tournament against
spell, running through the Zimbabwe SouthAfrica, but the respite was short-lived.
batting order He first outfoxed Dion Looking desperate to get bat on ball, the
Myers (28 of 15), who was squared up southpaw was dismissed for 15f o012
by the sharp turn and lost his stumps.  deliveries after being deceived by a slower ball
T20World Cup: ZIM véWI Highlights from Marco Jansen. It has been a tournament to

v

Motie consistently hit the ideal length on the forget for the worlds No. 1-ranked 20l battey

pitch and continued to trouble the batters,Who has been unable to find any rhythm so far
turning the ball sharply away from the rightTIME TO BRING SANJU BACK?

handers and repeatedly beating the outsiéth India now facing a must-win scenario
edge. He later shattered Sikandar Ragy  following dominant victories byVest Indies
off 20) stumps and madd&ashinga and SouthAfrica, the team management has

Musekiwas day even worse by dismissing hlnted at bringing Sanju Samson back into the
$him for a golden duck. playing Xl to arrest the cycle of poor starts.

| PAK vs ENG: Will rain washout yet another Super
8s game for Pakistan in Pallekele

Zedland has aready dealt Pakistan a

their progress to this stage and could provéostcontrolof theirdestiny In athree-match

decisive once again against an England sidghasewvhereeverypoint counts,the magin

for erroris razorthin.Victory over England

on Tuesday would simplify matters

considerablyPakistanwould moveto three
points, and a subsequent win against
Sri Lanka in their final game would
guarantee a semifinal berth at five
points, regardless of other results. It
would put qualificationfirmly back
in their own hands.Aoss, however
would leave Pakistanon one point
and reliant on England beating New
Zealand in the final group game to
keeptheir hopesalive. Eventhen,
net run rate could become a
deciding factor in a tight three-way
tussle.

Another washout would be equally
problematic. Pakistan would finish
on two points and still need

favourable results elsewhere, with

\(’Eajalification potentially coming down to net

nrate if multiple teams end on four points.

in subcontinental

e —————— ————

to ROUTE TO THESEMIS
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R l .I Tu Yaa Main Box Office Day 2:
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Shanaya Kapoor and Adarsh Gourav’s
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Film Struggles, Earns Rs 1.69 Core
Calls Chhaava “Special Film’ Shares
BT Glimpse Featuring Vicky Kausha

Rashmika Mandanna and Vicky Kaushal’s historical drama Chhaava

has completed one year and actors were seen celebrating this special

occasion. The actress shared some BTS moments and called it a
“special film". Chhaava is a historical action film based on the life of
Sambhaji Maharaj, the second ruler of the Maratha Empire. An adaptation of
the Marathi novel Chhava by Shivaji Sawant, it is directed by Laxman
Utekar and produced by Dinesh Vijan under Maddock Films.

Taking to her Instagram handle, Rashmika Mandanna shared photos and
celebrated first year of the release. “Going down memory lane today. .. What
a special film this was..Truly truly grateful! So much love to Dinoo sir,
@laxman.utekar sir, @vickykaushal09 and the entire @maddockfilms
family. THANK YOU!" read the caption. Fans also reacted with heart
emoyjis.

Vicky also took a walk down memory lane and shared some BTS moments
from the set. The pictures feature Rashmika, Vineet Kumar Singh, Ashutosh
Rana and the captain of the ship, Laxman Utekar. Vicky’s portrayal of
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj left the audience stunned. He outperformed
in the film, which focuses on the life, bravery, and martyrdom of the son of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, highlighting his resistance against the Mughal
Empire. Vicky wrote, “#1YearOfChhaava I bow my head in gratitude to the
great Maratha legacy and to all of you for celebrating it with us. Your love
has truly been very special! ST YA | S IR, "Chhaava led the way,
dominating box office receipts and becoming the highest-grossing
Bollywood film 0f 2025. A plethora of surprise blockbusters and established
franchises followed the film, which perfectly reflected the wide-ranging
tastes of Indian moviegoers. Raked in more than Rs 615.39 crore in India to
top the year’s box office list unchallenged. A historical epic that won praise
for its grandeur, narrative, and the in-depth acting of the lead cast, Vicky
Kaushal.

Rashmika Mandanna And Vicky Kaushal’s work front

Vicky is currently busy shooting for Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s Love & War. The
film also stars Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt in the lead roles. It is one of the
most awaited films 0f 2026. As of now, it is slated to hit theatres in August.
Apart from this, he has the mythological epic Mahavatar. Directed by Amar
Kaushik, the film will see Vicky playing Chiranjeevi Parashurama, the sixth
avatar of Lord Vishnu.

‘I Am Proud Of Her'

Sunny Leonef

Backs Mouni Roy Following Karnal g
Harassment Incident '

Mouni Roy recently took to her Instagram  Karnal last night, and I'm disgusted with the 4
to share a horrifying incident where a  behaviour of the guests, especially two uncles
group of men harassed her during a live ~ who are well-aged to be grandparents. As the
event performance. Now, days after Mouni  event started and I walked towards the stage,
voiced these concerns, Sunny Leone, who herself  uncles and family members (all men) put their
has attended many events, has come out in  hands onmy waist to click pictures (sic)."
support of the actress. She went on to describe how the situation worsened

Speaking to HT, Sunny Leone lent her support to  once she was on stage. Revealing how two men in
Mouni and, while sharing that she can
resonate with her feelings, said, “Maybe
those people were a lot closer to her, and I
am glad she spoke up. I am proud of her for
taking that stand, that it’s not okay, as it’s
not. I think in the US, it was happening with
a lot of artistes on stage, and they got
extremely angry with that behaviour. I am
happy Mouni did this.”

Sunny further, while sharing her experience,
said, “I haven’t gone through something
like what she has, and if anything is "
happening in my surroundings during my |
performance, I don’t even notice that. I am the front row behaved, she said, “On stage is an
usually in my own world when I am performing.  even better story. Two uncles stood right in front,

It’SjU,St seven to elght minutes Ofmy life, SO IjU,St making lewd remarkS, Showing me lewd hand
go on stage, perform, and then I am out. Tamnot  gestures, and name-calling. I realised that and
paying attention to what’s happening." first politely gestured to them not to do it, to

Earlier, Mouni Roy took to Instagram to speak  which they started throwing roses at me. It was
about what she described as unacceptable  then that, mid-performance, I walked towards the
behaviour by members of the audience during an stage exit but immediately came back to finish my
event in Karnal, Haryana. She alleged that she  performance. They didn’t stop even after that, and
was harassed despite repeatedly objecting. Taking  no family or organisers moved them from up
to Instagram, Mouni shared, “Had an event in  front." &

- @ B - & @& & & | -« D L

hen a film blends romance with creature
horror, you expect curiosity at the ticket

window. But Tu Yaa Main box office
collection Day 2 numbers suggest that curiosity
hasn’t yet translated into footfall. The Bejoy
Nambiar directorial saw only a slight jump on
Saturday after a slow start on Friday. According to
Sacnilk.com, the Shanaya Kapoor and Adarsh
Gourav-starrer earned Rs 1.09 crore nett in India
on Saturday, taking the total to Rs 1.69 crore in two
days.

Day-wise breakdown
Tu Yaa Main opened to Rs 60 lakh on Friday. On

Saturday, it showed marginal growth, collecting
Rs 1.09 crore as per early estimates. The film
reportedly had 1186 shows with an average
occupancy of 16.8 per cent.Despite the weekend
boost, the overall numbers remain modest, putting
pressure on Sunday collections to stabilise the
film’s theatrical run.

What the film is about
Tu Yaa Main follows two social media influencers

whose romantic trip turns into a survival
nightmare. Shanaya Kapoor plays Avani, aka Miss
Vanity, while Adarsh Gourav essays Maruti, also
known as Aala Flowpara. Their getaway spirals
out of control when they find themselves trapped
in aswimming pool with a crocodile.

The film attempts to mix romance, tension and

creature horror into one narrative, banking on its
unusual premise.

Review and word of mouth
News18 Showsha rated the film 3.5 stars. An excerpt

from the review read, “Watch Tu Yaa Main for its
freshness. It may test your patience before it tests
your nerves but it dares to blend romance and
creature horror into one experience, and that
almost works. The film, however, slightly falters at
its closing frame. After investing heavily in
prolonged tension and emotional build-up, Tu Yaa
Main opts for an ending that feels rushed, leaving a
few questions unanswered. But all said and done, it
is Bejoy’s willingness to take risks that gives the
film its distinct identity."

Engaged Season 2: Jiya Shankar

Says Her Partner Is A Virgo; Elvish

Yadav Reacts ‘Kahi Main Hi Toh
Nahi?”

Valentine’s Day with a dose of romance,

drama and a whole lot of speculation as they
co-host Engaged Season 2, which premiered on
February 14, 2026. But while the show promises
relationship conversations and emotional twists, it
was their off-screen banter that truly grabbed
attention.

Compatibility Challenge Turns Competitive

In a Valentine’s Day special interaction with Free
Press Journal, the duo participated in a playful
compatibility challenge to test how well they know
each other. While fans expected sparks to fly, what
followed was a revelation — Jiya clearly knew
Elvish far better than he knew her. She answered
most of the questions correctly, emerging as the
undisputed winner of the round.

During the candid conversation, Jiya casually
mentioned that her current partner is a Virgo. That
was enough for Elvish to jump in with a cheeky,
“Kahi ye main hi to nahi," instantly reigniting
dating rumours that have been floating around them
for months. Social media had already been buzzing
with speculation about their relationship,
especially after promotional material hinted at
something more than just friendship. However, as it
turns out, reality and marketing don’t always align.

Beach vs Mountains: Old Preferences Resurface

One of the lighter moments during the challenge
came when they were asked whether Jiya prefers
beaches or mountains. Jiya confidently picked
beaches, but Elvish disagreed, insisting she has
always been a mountain person.Adding fuel to the
playful exchange, he quipped, “Tum beach person
ban gaye ho ab? Jab pehle hum saath the to yeh
mountain mountain karti thi." His comment
instantly sparked reactions, hinting at shared
memories and giving fans more reason to speculate.
Jiya laughed it off, admitting her preferences have
changed recently.However, when asked a more
serious question about marriage, both gave the
same answer. They agreed that Jiya would marry
for love — not comfort — bringing a moment of
sincerity amid the teasing.

I : lvish Yadav and Jiya Shankar are stepping into
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Lucknowman shoots father
inafitof rage; chopshody
parts, hides torsoin drum

New Delhi, Agency: A 21-year-old
man allegedly shot dead his fatherin a fit
of rage and, in order to conceal the mur-
der, chopped off the body parts and
threw them while hiding the remaining
torsoin adrum, police said on Monday.

The deceased has been identified as
Manvendra Singh (50), who was killed
by his son Akshat Singh (21), Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Central)
Vikrant Vir said on Monday. Vir said that
the police were conducting an ongoing
investigation of a missing person regis-
tered at the Ashiana police station.

As part of the investigation, Akshat
Pratap Singh, the son of the missing per-
son’s son Manvendra Singh, was exten-
sively questioned. During the interroga-
tion, the accused admitted that a dispute
arose between him and his father over
some issue around 4.30 am on February
20. In a fit of rage, he shot his father,
resulting in his death, the police said.

After the incident, the accused
brought the deceased’s body down from
the third floor in order to conceal evi-
dence and placed it in an empty room on
the ground floor. He allegedly chopped
off the body parts and threw them. He
hid the remaining torso in a drum.

Upon receiving information about
the incident, senior officials inspected
the scene and called a forensic team. The
forensic team is thoroughly inspecting
the scene and collecting evidence.

The accused has been detained and a
case will be registered under the relevant
sections against the accused. The body of
the deceased has been sent for post-
mortem examination, the police said.

SCallows deployment of civil
judges from Odisha, Jharkhand

for SIR exercise in West Bengal

New Delhi, Agency: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday allowed the deploy-
ment of civil judges with experience of at
least three years from neighbouring
Orissa and Jharkhand for the timely
completion of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in West
Bengal ahead of the upcoming Assembly
elections. Citing "trust deficit" between
the West Bengal Government and the
Election Commission, a Bench led by
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, Justice
Joymalya Bagchi and Justice Vipul M
Pancholi had on February 20 issued an
order for deployment of judicial officers,
including retired judges, from West
Bengal for conduct of SIR of electoral
rolls in the state. On Tuesday, the Bench
expanded the scope of its order to
include civil judges from Orissa and
Jharkhand with experience of at least
three years for timely completion of the
SIR exercise. The order came after the
Calcutta High Court Chief Justice wrote
to the Supreme Court on February 22
that 250 judicial officers have been
assigned the task of deciding about 8o
lakh claims and objections under logical
discrepancy and unmapped categories.

Logical discrepancies in progeny
linking with the 2002 voter list included
instances of a mismatch in the parent’s
name and the age difference between a
voter and his/her parent being less than
15 years or more than 50 years.
Highlighting the enormity of the exer-
cise, the Bench noted that even if each
judge decided 250 cases a day, it would
take 80 days to complete the SIR exer-
cise. In view of this situation, the Bench
ordered that "If the Calcutta High Court
Chief Justice feels that further human
resource is needed, he may approach
chief Justices of Orissa and Jharkhand
High Courts to draw serving and retired
judicial officers of those states in similar
rank who shall be entrusted to complete
the verification work in West Bengal.”

Itsaid, “Travel, boarding and lodging
of such officers shall be borne by the
Election Commission.” The Bench —
which had on February 20 allowed the
poll panel to publish the final electoral
rolls on February 28 — clarified that the
EC can issue supplementary lists as the
verification process proceeded.

The top court exercised its plenary
powers under Article 142 of the
Constitution to enlist voters in the sup-
plementary electoral rolls to be part of
the final list published February 28.

The Bench also issued a clarification
on the documents that can be accepted
for processing of claims and objections.

"The order of this court on September
8, 2025, where Aadhaar was allowed as
proof of identity and order of this court
passed on the writ petition relating to
Madhyamik Admit Card and Certificate
shall be admitted.

National
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Al Impact Summit: Par | panel passesresolution
condemnlng shlrtlprotest by Congress

New Delhi, Agency: The

Parliamentary Standing
Committee on
Communications and
Information Technology,

chaired by BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey, on Tuesday passed a
resolution strongly condemn-
ing the disruption at the Al
Impact Summit, where mem-
bers of the Congress Youth
Wing allegedly staged a “shirt-
less protest,” calling the act
inappropriate and harmful to
India’s image on a global plat-
form. Committee members
across party line described the
protest as an attempt to embar-
rass the nation in front of for-
eign delegates and internation-
al representatives attending the
summit.

The panel held its meeting

Health scare againin Indore's Bhagirathpura;
6 hospitalised after eatlng contammated food

New Delhi, Agency: Six
persons have been admitted to a
hospital after consuming con-
taminated food in Indore's
Bhagirathpura area, which had
been the epicentre of adiarrhoea
outbreak caused by polluted
drinking water that claimed 22
lives, officials said.

Nearly 60 people had eaten
food at a birthday party in
Bhagirathpura late Saturday
night. Following this, some peo-
ple developed health problems
on Sunday, Chief Medical and

on oral evidence of the repre-
sentatives of the Ministries of
Electronics and Information
Technology and Information

February 19,

and Broadcasting on Demands
for Grants (2026-27).
It may be noted that on

Summit venue at

a group of

Congress youth workers barged
into the India AI Impact
Bharat
Mandapam, many of them

Goyal talks trade with
Canadian counterpart

shirtless, protesting agalnst the
India—-UStrade deal and raising
slogans against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

aThe incident has not gone
down well with other promi-
nent INDIA bloc party leaders,
who openly condemned the act
by the Congress, calling it 'dam-
aging India’s global standing.'

Prominent leaders who con-
demned the manner in which
the Congress held the protest
include Samajwadi Party chief
and former Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav; BSP
supremo and former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Mayawati; YSRCP chief YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy; RJD
leader Manoj Jha; and
Trinamool Congress leaders,
among others."

Health Officer (CMHO) Dr
Madhav Hasani stated on
Monday.

Hesaid the affected individu-
alsweretreated, and as a precau-
tion, six of them were admitted
to the Government Maharaja
Yashwantrao  Hospital. All
patients were doing well after
treatment, the official said.

Local residents and the
Opposition  Congress have

claimed a total of 35 deaths in
the vomiting and diarrhoea out-
break that began late December
in Bhagirathpura due to con-
taminated drinking water.

On February 19, amid uproar
in the state assembly during a
discussion on the issue, Health
Minister Rajendra Shukla said
22 persons had died in
Bhagirathpura due to contami-

Leh-bound SpiceJet flight returns
to Delhi after mid-air engine scare

New Delhi, Agency: A
Delhi-Leh SpiceJet flight was
forced to return to the national
capital shortly after take-off on
Tuesday morning after the
crew detected a suspected tech-
nical malfunction during the
climb. The aircraft, a Boeing
737 operating as flight SG121,
had around 150 passengers on
board when it turned back min-
utesinto thejourney. The pilots

decided to return as a precau-
tion after identifying a possible
snag. The flight landed safely in
Delhi, and all passengers were
disembarked without incident.
Noinjuries were reported.

In a statement, the airline
said the aircraft experienced
a technical issue soon after
departure and was brought
back in line with safety pro-
cedures.

nated water and that compensa-
tion of Rs 2 lakh had been given
to the families of each deceased.

A one-member commission
headed by Justice Sushil Kumar
Gupta, a former judge of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court, is
conducting a judicial inquiry
into the contaminated drinking
water tragedy following the
court's orders.

New Delhi, Agency:
Amid ongoing trade agree-
ment discussions, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Monday held a virtual interac-
tion with his Canadian coun-
terpart Maninder Sidhu.

In remarks following the
interaction, which took place
three days ahead of Canadian
PM Mark Carney’s visit to
India, Goyal said he held a vir-

tual meeting with Sidhu,
Canada’s Minister of
International Trade, to
advance discussions on the
proposed India-Canada
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement. “We
also deliberated on strength-
ening business ties on both
sides through regular delega-
tion-level engagements over
the coming months,” he said.

Government to auto credit funds from
around 6 lakhi 1n0perat1ve EPFO accounts

New Delhi, Agency: In a
major announcement, the
Ministry of Labour and
Employment on Monday said
small balances lying in around 6
lakh “inoperative accounts”
linked to the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) will be refunded with-
out any claims or paperwork.

At present, there are around
31 lakh inoperative EPFO
accounts. Out of these, nearly
six lakh accounts have Rs 1,000
or less deposits. For accounts
that are linked with Aadhaar,
the transfer will happen imme-
diately. For others, the money
willbe sentin phases, it said.

Sources in the ministry said
the same method may be
extended to the remaining 25
lakh inoperative accounts in the
future. An EPFO account is
treated as ‘inoperative’ if there
is no transaction or activity for

three consecutive years.

According to official data,
there are 31.86 lakh inoperative
EPFO accounts, with cumula-
tive deposits amounting to
around Rs 10,000 crore. Within
the Rs 0-Rs 1,000 balance cate-
gory, there are approximately
7.11 lakh accounts, holding a
combined total of Rs 30.52
crore.

The move is seen as a step
towards providing direct relief

to account holders as it aims to
simplify settlements and help
workers access their unused
savings faster.

Provident
accounts are savings schemes
for employees in India, man-

Fund (PF)

aged by the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation.
Employees and employers con-
tribute a portion of the salary to
the EPF account, which earns
interest over time.

Centre tolaunch nationwide HPV vaccination drive to prevent cervical cancer

New Delhi, Agency: In a land-
mark move to strengthen women’s
health and eliminate preventable
cancers, Centre is set to soon launch

i

the nationwide Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination
programme.

The initiative aims to protect ado-
lescent girls against cervical cancer -
one of the most common yet prevent-
able cancers affecting women in
India. The programme aligns with
the recommendations of the WHO,
which identifies HPV vaccination as
a central pillar of the Global Strategy
to Eliminate Cervical Cancer.

India’s national programme will use
Gardasil, a quadrivalent HPV vaccine
that protects against HPV types 16 and
18, which cause cervical cancer, as well as
types 6 and 11. Strong global and Indian
scientific evidence confirms that a single
dose provides robust and durable pro-
tection when administered to girls in the
recommended age group, officials said.

With the forthcoming launch, India
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will join 160 countries worldwide that
have already introduced HPV vaccina-
tion into their national immunization
schedules. Globally, over 9o countries
are implementing single-dose HPV vac-
cination schedules, improving coverage
and affordability. Several countries have
already demonstrated  substantial
reductions in HPV infection, precancer-
ous lesions, and cervical cancer inci-
dence following widespread vaccination.

=“The nationwide programme will

-« D L

target girls aged 14 years, an age at which
the HPV vaccine offers maximum pre-
ventive benefit, well before potential
exposure to the virus. Vaccination under
the national programme will be volun-
tary and free of cost, ensuring equitable
access across socio-economic groups. By
prioritising prevention at the right age,
the programme is expected to provide
lifelong protection and significantly
reduce the future burden of cervical can-
cerinthe country,” officials said.

HPYV vaccination under the national
programme will be conducted exclusive-
ly at designated government health facil-
ities, including Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs (Primary Health Centres),
Community Health Centres, Sub-
District and District Hospitals, and
Government Medical Colleges.

Each vaccination session will be car-
ried out in the presence of trained
Medical Officers, supported by skilled
healthcare teams and equipped for post-
vaccination observation and manage-
ment of any rare adverse events. All vac-

cination sites will be linked to 24x7 gov-
ernment health facilities, ensuring
immediate medical support and rein-
forcing safety and parental confidence.

To ensure uninterrupted availability
and uncompromised quality, the
Government has secured HPV vaccine
supplies through a transparent, globally
supported procurement mechanism.
Under India’s partnership with Gavi, the
Vaccine Alliance, high-quality Gardasil
vaccines—approved by India’s drug reg-
ulator and widely used internationally—
have been made available for the nation-
al programme. The estimated number of
deaths due to cervical cancer cases in the
country in 2023 was 35,691 according to
Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) data. In a written reply to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha, Union Minister
of State for Health Prataprao Jadhav,
last year informed the Parliament that
the the estimated number of deaths due
to cervical cancer in India was 34,806 in
2022, 33,938 in 2021, 33,095 in 2020
and 32,2461in2019.
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coconut water
strengthens the diges-
tive system and pro-
vides relief from stom-
ach problems. For those
suffering from acidity,
gas, and constipation,
coconut water acts as a
natural remedy. It con-

New Delhi:Energy drinks
are seen to be less healthful than
coconut water, a natural and
herbal beverage. Since there is
no adulteration in fresh, green
coconut water, it is thought to be
the purest and healthiest. For
stomach and intestinal issues,

coconut water works very well.
Constipation, indigestion, and
gas can be reduced by consuming
coconut water on a daily
basis.According to Ayurvedic
doctor Chanchal Sharma, direc-
tor of Asha Ayurveda and a
gynaecologist, consuming

tains several enzymes
that are considered beneficial for
intestinal health and strengthen
the digestive system. What is
found in coconut water?

Coconut water contains many
health-beneficial nutrients. It con-
tains good amounts of sodium,
potassium, calcium, and magne-

For generations, many peo-
ple have been warned not to
drink water immediately after
eating. The belief is simple:
water might dilute digestive
juices and weaken digestion.
But is there any real science
behind this advice, or is it just
another health myth passed
down over time?

According to an Orthopaedic
Surgeon, Health Educator, and
Co-Founder of NutriByte
Wellness, Dr Manan Vora, there
is no reason to avoid water after
meals. In fact, the human diges-

Thinkyou

Most people don’t reach for
chips or sweets, thinking they are
making a smart choice. The real
trouble often begins with foods
that look healthy. Protein bars,
granola clusters, “baked not
fried” snacks and low-fat labels
create a sense of reassurance. But
healthy-looking does not always
mean healthy in practice.

Dr Hari Kishan Boorugu,
Consultant  Physician  and
Diabetologist at  Yashoda
Hospitals, Hyderabad, says the
issue is rarely about intention.
“People genuinely want to eat
better. The mistake happens
when marketing replaces aware-
ness. A snack labelled healthy can
still disrupt blood sugar, increase
cravings or lead to overeating if
not chosen carefully,” he
explains.

Here are the most common
mistakes that quietly undo good
intentions.

Being overly restrictive back-
fires

Cutting out entire food
groups, banning favourite treats
or drastically reducing calories
may feel disciplined at first. But it

tive system is far more adapt-
able than most people realise.

Your stomach knows how to
maintain balance

Digestion is a carefully regu-
lated process. When you eat,
your stomach releases acids and
enzymes to break down food
efficiently. Some people assume
that drinking water interferes
with this process. However, the
body automatically adjusts to
maintain the right environment
for digestion.Dr Vora explains
that drinking a normal amount
of water does not stop digestion

or weaken stomach acids. The
digestive system continues to
function normally because it can
regulate enzyme production and
acid levels based on what you
consume.

Water can actually support
digestion

Rather than harming diges-
tion, water can play a helpful
role. It helps soften food and
makes it easier to move through
the digestive tract. Water also
helps dissolve nutrients, allow-
ing the body to absorb vitamins
and minerals more effectively.

sium, along with electrolytes. If
you're dehydrated, you can drink
coconut water during the summer
to prevent dehydration.
Benefits of drinking coconut
water

People who are at risk of heart-
related diseases should consume
coconut water. Coconut water is
good for people suffering from
heart disease, and it also reduces
the risk of a heart attack. Coconut
water contains a mineral called
potassium, which controls blood
pressure. Drinking coconut water
is also good for hair and skin. It
strengthens the hair. Toxins pres-
ent in the body are removed, and

Food debates rarely stay con-
fined to the dining table any-
more. A recent Instagram reel
by nutritionist Saloni has
sparked fresh conversations
online after she warned that
three everyday food combina-
tions could quietly harm diges-
tion, and claimed most Indians
consume them regularly without
realising the impact.

The video struck a nerve
because the foods in question
are hardly unusual. Milk with
breakfast cereal, honey drizzled
over hot dishes or fish, followed
by dairy desserts, are part of
many daily routines. But do
these combinations genuinely
damage the gut, or is the science
more complicated? Expert says
the answer lies somewhere in
between.

Milk and citrus fruits:
Uncomfortable for some, harm-
less for others

The idea that milk should not
be combined with sour foods
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the skin becomes clean. People
who have a problem with pimples
on the skin, they get a lot of bene-
fit from consuming it.
Right time to drink coconut
water?

If you want to know the right
time to drink coconut water, sim-
ply put, you should consume it in
the morning on an empty stom-
ach. This helps boost your metab-
olism. It's especially beneficial for
those who exercise regularly,
sweat a lot, and need a quick boost
of energy.

How much coconut water
should one drink in a day?

If you don't have any serious

3|10Illl|ﬂ"00l| combinations nutritionistwarns
against: Are theyreally harming your digestion?

has existed for generations.
Citrus fruits contain natural
acids, while milk carries pro-
teins such as casein that begin to
curdle when exposed to acidity.
That reaction sounds alarming,
but gastroenterologists point
out that curdling is exactly what
happens during normal diges-
tion anyway. The stomach itself
is highly acidic. Where problems
may arise is in sensitivity.

People who already struggle
with acid reflux, lactose intoler-
ance or gastritis sometimes
report heaviness or bloating
when acidic fruits and dairy are
consumed together. A glass of
orange juice alongside milk-
based cereal, for example, may
feel uncomfortable for some
individuals. Expert says the
takeaway is simple: discomfort
matters more than rules. If a
combination repeatedly causes
symptoms, spacing foods apart
can help.

Honey with heated fats:

Coconutwatertimino matters: Know
o, Ayurvedic secrets formaximum benefits

health problems, you can drink
one to two glasses of coconut
water daily, or up to 400 ml. It
should be consumed in modera-
tion. If you have diabetes, consult
a doctor before drinking coconut
water.

How should coconut water be

consumed?

When drinking coconut water,
make sure it's fresh. Often, because
fresh coconut water isn't available,
people resort to packaged coconut
water with preservatives and added
sugar, but remember that this
won't do you much good.
Therefore, always consume natu-
rally available coconut water.
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What the evidence actually
shows

Another claim circulating
online warns against combining
honey with hot or fatty foods.
Nutrition researchers agree that
overheating honey at very high
temperatures can reduce some
of its natural enzymes and
antioxidants. Similarly, repeat-
edly reheated cooking oils are
known to produce oxidised com-
pounds linked to inflammation.

But experts caution against
assuming that eating honey
alongside fats in the stomach
automatically creates harmful
chemical reactions.

“The larger concern is cook-
ing practices,” says dietitians
who studies metabolic health.
Frequent consumption of deep-
fried or reheated oils carries
clearer risks than occasional
food pairings. In other words,
how food is prepared may mat-
ter far more than which ingredi-
ents share the same plate.

rarely lasts.“When the body feels
deprived, it responds with
fatigue, irritability and intense
cravings. This is physiology, not
lack of willpower,” says Dr
Boorugu.

Over time, extreme restriction
can also lead to nutrient deficien-
cies that affect hormones, diges-
tion, skin and hair. Instead of
eliminating carbohydrates,
choose better sources such as
brown rice or millets. Instead of
forbidding sweets completely,
practise portion control.

Consistency works better than
perfection.

Mindless
overeating

Scrolling while snacking.
Watching television. Standing in
the kitchen, absent-mindedly fin-
ishing a packet. When distracted,
it becomes difficult to register
fullness cues. The result is often
overeating, even with so-called
healthy snacks.

“Mindful eating improves
portion awareness and satisfac-
tion,” Dr Boorugu notes. “When
you slow down and focus on the
meal, your body naturally regu-

eating leads to
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lates intake better.”

Healthy snacking should feel
nourishing, not automatic.

Falling for store-bought
“healthy” snacks

Many packaged snacks mar-
keted as nutritious are highly
processed. They may contain

added syrups, refined flour, arti-
ficial sweeteners, palm oil or
excess sodium. “These products
may sit in the health aisle, but
they can still cause rapid blood
sugar spikes, especially in people
with insulin resistance or dia-
betes,” warns Dr Boorugu.
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Reading ingredient lists mat-
ters more than front-label claims.
Whenever possible, opt for sim-
pler alternatives such as roasted
nuts, boiled eggs, Greek yoghurt
with fruit or homemade low-
ingredient snacks. If the ingredi-
ent list reads like a chemistry les-

son, it is worth reconsidering.

Ignoring portion sizes

Even nutrient-dense foods
can become problematic in
excess.

Nuts, dried fruits, peanut but-
ter and trail mixes are calorie-
dense and easy to overconsume.
“A snack is meant to bridge
hunger between meals, not
replace them,” Dr Boorugu says.
“For most adults, 150 to 250 calo-
ries is a reasonable snack range.”

Using smaller bowls or pre-
portioned servings helps prevent
unconscious overeating.

Skipping meals creates crav-
ings

Skipping meals, especially break-
fast, is another common pattern.
While intermittent fasting works for
some, others experience blood sugar
dips, fatigue and stronger cravings
later in the day. “A balanced start to
the day that includes protein, fibre
and healthy fats stabilises energy and
reduces the urge for high-sugar
snacks,” he explains.

Boiled eggs, protein and seed
smoothies, or overnight oats are
some simple solutions that can work,
especially when mormngs are busy



