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Putin Ordered 2018
Novichok Poisoning Of Ex-
Russian Spy: UK Inquiry

London. (Agency)

Russian President Vladimir Putin must have ordered
the Novichok nerve agent attack on Russian double
agent Sergei Skripal in 2018, in a "reckless" display
of power that led to the death of an innocent woman, a
UK public inquiry concluded on Thursday.

Skripal was found along with his daughter Yulia
slumped unconscious on a public bench in the
southern English city of Salisbury in March 2018
after Novichok was applied to the front door handle of
his nearby home.About four months later, mother-of-
three Dawn Sturgess, 44, died from exposure to the
poison after her partner found a counterfeit perfume
bottle which Russian spies had used to smuggle the
military-grade nerve agent into the country, the
inquiry said.

'OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE OF RUSSIAN
STATE INVOLVEMENT'

The Skripals, and a police officer who went to Skripal's
house, were left critically ill from its effects, but
recovered.In his conclusions, the chair, former UK
Supreme Court judge Anthony Hughes, said he was
certain a team of GRU military intelligence officers
had attempted to murder Skripal, who sold Russian
secrets to Britain and moved there after a 2010 spy
swap. | have concluded that the operation to
assassinate Sergei Skripal must have been authorised
at the highest level, by President Putin," Hughes said
in his report. "The evidence that this was a Russian
state attack is overwhelming."Russia has always
denied any involvement, casting the accusations as
anti-Russian propaganda.Responding to the report's
findings, the Russian embassy in London said in a
statement on the Telegram app that its ambassador
had visited Britain's foreign ministry to
"categorically reject baseless and senseless
accusations, including those directed" against Putin.

Asim Munir Gets More
Powerful, Becomes Pak's 1st
Chief Of Defence Forces

WORLD . (Agency)

Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari has approved the
appointment of Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir as
the country's first Chief of Defence Forces (CDF) for
a period of five years.Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif's summary recommending Munir for both
Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) and Chief of
Defence Forces (CDF) was approved, the Pakistan
President's office said in an X post."President Asif
Ali Zardari approved the appointment of Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir as COAS concurrently as
CDF for 5 years," the official X handle of the
President of Pakistan said in a post.This comes after
a lot of speculation over Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif's willingness to hand over more power to
Munir, as the Sharif government was supposed to
notify the appointment of the country's first Chief of
Defence Forces on November 29, the day Munir's
original three-year term as army chief ended.The
Chief of Defence Forces' role was established last
month under the 27th Amendment to the
Constitution, aiming to centralise military command.

Additionally, the Pakistan president also approved a
two-year extension in the service of Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer Ahmad Babar Sidhu, which will
take effect from March 19, 2026.

Asif Ali Zardari conveyed his best wishes to both
Pakistan Armed Forces officers.Asim Munir, who
was promoted to the Field Marshal rank this year,
will also simultaneously hold the office of the Chief
of Army Staff, along with his duties as CDF. He is
only the second military officer in the country's
history to hold the Field Marshal title after Gen.
Ayub Khan, who led Pakistan during the 1965 war
with India.

Israel Launches Fresh
Strikes On Lebanon After
Warnings

WORLD. (Agency)

Israeli raids hit south Lebanon on Thursday as its
military said it was striking Hezbollah weapons
storage facilities, a day after Lebanese and Israeli
civilian representatives held their first direct talks in
decades.Despite a November 2024 ceasefire that
was supposed to end more than a year of hostilities
between Israel and the Iran-backed militant group,
Israel has kept up strikes on Lebanon and has also
maintained troops in five south Lebanon areas it
deems strategic. The visit from Sunday to Tuesday of
Pope Leo XIV had provided Lebanon with a window
of reprieve from Israeli air strikes, which had
intensified in recent weeks, and the pontiff urged an
end to hostilities during his visit.But on Thursday,
the Israeli army said it "began conducting strikes on
Hezbollah terror targets in southern Lebanon", after
warning it would strike buildings in south Lebanon's
Mahrouna and Jbaa.lt subsequently issued warnings
that it would strike further Hezbollah "military
infrastructure" in Majadal and Baraasheet, also in the
south.Lebanon's official National News Agency said
"Israeli warplanes launched a strike on the town of
Mahrouna" while other raids targeted buildings in
Jbaa, Majadal and Baraasheet. An AFP photographer
saw smoke rising from the site of the strike in the
town of Jbaa.

-Living in shock

"It's a completely civilian area. We're used to Israeli
threats from time to time," local official Yassir Madi
told journalists, including AFP.

"As for the damage, there's not a window within 300
metres that didn't break. Everyone is living in
shock," he added.

Meanwhile, the Israeli military said it struck "weapons
storage facilities belonging to Hezbollah" located in
the "heart of the civilian population".
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U.S. Southern Command announced

Abortion in Afghanistan: 'My mother
crushed my stomach with a stone’

With terminations banned and
contraception scarce, desperate
women turn to dangerous home
methods as doctors face scrutiny
and fear arrest

KABUL. (Agen
‘When Bahara was four months pregnant, she
went to a Kabul hospital to beg for an
abortion. "We're not allowed," a doctor told
her. "If someone finds out, we will all end
up in prison."Abortion in Afghanistan is
illegal and you can be locked up for having
or assisting one.But Bahara was desperate.
Her jobless husband had ordered her to
"find a solution" -- he did not want a fifth
daughter."We can barely afford to feed" the
girls as it is, Bahara, 35, told AFP. "If it was
a boy, he could go to school and work."But
there are no such prospects for a girl, with
women banned from secondary schools,

universities and most jobs since the Taliban
returned to power in 2021.

So Bahara took a neighbour's advice and
bought -- for the equivalent of two dollars -
- a herbal tea at the market made from a
type of mallow that induces contractions.

The bleeding was so bad she had to go back to
the hospital. "I told them that I had fallen,
but they knew I was lying because I had no
marks on my body. They were angry but
did not report me," said the mother-of-four.

"They operated and removed the remains of
the foetus. Since then I have felt very
weak."The plant she used can be "very
risky", said ethnobotanist Guadalupe
Maldonado Andrade from the California
State Polytechnic University, Pomona. A
wrong dose can cause organ damage and
severe haemorrhaging.

Bahara'sis not an isolated case.

Two other women AFP talked to during our
months-long investigation also risked their
lives to abort. Nesa took tablets toxic to the
embryo and Mariam crushed her stomach
with a heavy stone.Of the dozen women
AFP talked to about their clandestine

interviewed on condition we protected
their anonymity and changed their names.
Even outside Taliban circles, the fear of
being stigmatised, and arrested, is strong in
Afghanistan's deeply conservative society.
With such a taboo, and no real statistics,
Sharafat Zaman of the Afghan health
ministry insisted "few" women are affected.
The Taliban -- who follow a strict
interpretation of Islam -- did not change the
abortion laws when they returned to power
in 2021.But officials check more often that
terminations are not being carried out in
hospitals, panicking doctors and pushing
women to have abortions in secret,
according to many health sector workers

number of miscarriages has increased
since 2021, which they suspect may
conceal clandestine abortions given the
injuries patients present and their
psychological state.Two international
medical organisations also said they
noticed the same trend, while access to
contraception has become more difficult.
"Budget constraints and the forced closure
of family planning services endanger
access to modern contraception,"” a UN
source told AFP, saying less than half of
Afghan women have access to methods
such as condoms, implants or pills.
Afghanistan has one of the highest maternal
and infant mortality rates in the world, with
young women banned from training as
midwives or nurses in medical schools
since last year.While health ministry
spokesman Zaman acknowledged the
dangers of clandestine abortions, and that
some women face "problems", he said it
was not the government's fault. Abortion is
permitted when the life of a pregnant
woman is in grave danger. However, in
practice it is rarely granted. For the Taliban

abortions, only five agreed to be

AFP interviewed.Several doctors said the

US military conducts strike on another suspected
drug boat as probe into the first strike begins

WASHINGTON . (Agency)

that it had conducted another strike
against a small boat in the eastern
Pacific Ocean on Thursday, following
a pause of almost three weeks.It is the
22nd strike the U.S. military has
carried out against boats in the
Caribbean Sea and eastern Pacific
Ocean that the Trump administration
claimed were trafficking drugs.There
were four casualties in Thursday’s
strike, according to the social media
post, bringing the death toll of the
campaign to at least 87 people.In a
video that accompanied the
announcement, a small boat can be
seen moving across the water before it
is suddenly consumed by a large
explosion. The video then zooms out
to show the boat covered in flames and
billowing smoke.The strike was
conducted the same day Adm. Frank
“Mitch” Bradley appeared for a series
of closed-door classified briefings at
the U.S. Capitol as lawmakers began
an investigation into the very first
strike carried out by the military on

Sept. 2. The sessions came after a
report that Bradley ordered a follow-
on attack that killed the survivors to

comply with Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth’s demands.

Bradley told lawmakers there was no
“kill them all” order from Hegseth, but
a stark video of the entire series of
attacks left some lawmakers with
serious questions.Legal experts have
said killing survivors of a strike at sea
could be a violation of the laws of
military warfare.Bradley spoke to
lawmakers alongside the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Dan

Caine, in a classified session. His
testimony provided fresh information
at a crucial moment as Hegseth’s

leadership comes under scrutiny,

President

smugglers.
Lawmakers

video.

but it did little to resolve growing
questions about the legal basis for

Donald Trump’s

extraordinary campaign to use war
powers against suspected drug

offered differing

accounts of what they saw on the

Republican Sen. Tom Cotton of
Arkansas said he saw the survivors

“trying to flip a boat loaded with

drugs bound for United States back
over so they could stay in the
fight.”Connecticut Rep. Jim Himes,
the top Democrat on the House
Intelligence Commiittee, said, “What I
saw in that room was one of the most
troubling things I’ve seen in my time in
public service.”“You have two
individuals in clear distress, without
any means of locomotion, with a
destroyed vessel,” he said, adding they
“were killed by the United States.”

Trump ventures deeper into anti-immigrant

language by calling

world.(Agency)

He said it four times in seven seconds:
Somali immigrants in the United
States are “garbage.”It was no mistake.
In fact, President Donald Trump’s
rhetorical attacks on immigrants have
been building since he said Mexico
was sending “rapists” across the
border during his presidential
campaign announcement a decade ago.
He's also echoed rhetoric once used by
Adolf Hitler and called the 54 nations
of Africa “s—-hole countries.” But
with one flourish closing a two-hour
Cabinet meeting Tuesday, Trump
amped up his anti-immigrant rhetoric
even further — and ditched any claim
that his administration was only
seeking to remove people in the U.S.
illegally.“We don't want ‘em in our
country,” Trump said five times of the
nation's 260,000 people of Somali
descent. “Let ’em go back to where
they came from and fix it.” The
assembled Cabinet members cheered
and applauded. Vice President JD

Vance could be seen pumping a fist.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth,
sitting to the president's immediate left,

told Trump on-camera,
said.”The two-minute finale offered a
riveting display in a nation that prides
itself as being founded and enriched by
immigrants, alongside an ugly history
of enslaving millions of them and
limiting who can come in. Trump's U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement raids and deportations
have reignited an age-old debate —
and widened the nation's divisions —
over who can be an American, with 1I.

virtue

more

“Well

people from Somalia 'garbage’

Trump telling tens of thousands of
American citizens, among others,
that he doesn’t want them by
of their
origin.“What he has done is
brought this type of language
into the everyday
conversation, more
main,” said Carl Bon Tempo, a
State University of New York at
Albany history professor. “He’s,
in a way, legitimated this type of
language that, for many Americans for
a long time, was seen as outside the
bounds.”A question that cuts to the
core of American identity
Some Americans have long felt that
people from certain parts of the world
can never really blend in. That
outsider-averse
manifested during difficult periods,
such as anti-Chinese fear-mongering
in the late 19th century and the
imprisonment of some
Japanese Americans during World War

family

into the

sentiment has

120,000

abortion is "taking a life", Zaman said.

mispronounced words of 2025

From the election of Zohran Mamdani to the intrigue

The language-learning company Babbel and closed-

As Mamdani made his political rise, the democratic

Mamdani has said he doesn't mind if someone tries to

Other words and names on the listinclude:
— Acetaminophen, the active ingredient in the Tylenol,

Lohran Mamdani and the
Louvre make the list of most

DALLAS. (Agency)

surrounding the jewel heist at the Louvre, keeping up
with this year's news also left some Americans
struggling with pronunciations. That's put both the
name of New York City's incoming mayor and the
famed Paris museum on a list of the most
mispronounced words in 2025.

captioning company The Captioning Group on
Thursday released a list of the words that news anchors,
politicians and other public figures in the U.S.
struggled with the most this year, giving an overview
of'the people and topics that had Americans talking.

socialist's name often was mangled. When he takes
office in January, the 34-year-old will become the
city’s first Muslim mayor, first born in Africa and first
of South Asian heritage. Babbel said his name —
which should be pronounced zoh-RAHN mam-DAH-
nee — was most commonly mispronounced when
people swapped the “M” and “N” in his last name.

pronounce his name correctly and misses but that
some mispronounce it intentionally. During one
mayoral race debate, he chided former New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo's pronunciation of his name, telling
his opponent: "The name is Mamdani. M-A-M-D-A-
N-LI.”The theft of France’s crown jewels from the
Louvre in October had many people mispronouncing
the name of the world’s most-visited museum. Babbel
says the correct pronunciation is LOOV-ruh, with a
very soft pronunciation on the “ruh,” which can be a
challenge for English speakers.“A lot of these words
come from different languages and so we have to adapt
to a sound that we’ve never made before,” said
Esteban Touma, a linguistic and cultural expert at
Babbel.

is pronounced uh-SEE-tuh-MIH-nuh-fen. President
Donald Trump gave comedians plenty of material
when he stumbled over the word as he implored
pregnant women to avoid taking the painkiller despite
inconclusive evidence about whether too much could
be linked to autism.— Alex Murdaugh, the prominent
South Carolina attorney who was sentenced to life in
prison for the 2021 fatal shootings of his wife and son,
is pronounced AL-ick MUR-dock. This year the case
was dramatized in a series on Hulu.Mounjaro,
pronounced mown-JAHR-OH, is part of a wave of
diabetes and obesity medications that soared in
popularity because of the weight people have lost
while taking the injections.

Hong Kong university shuts student union after
condolence message on deadly fire sparks scrutiny

HKBU cites “poor
management” as it seizes
facilities; union alleges
ulterior motives amid sedition

I

arrests after Tai Po blaze
killed 159

HONG KONG. (Agency)

A Hong Kong university ordered its student
union to shut down after a message was
posted on campus expressing condolences
and urging justice for the victims of a major
fire, according to a letter publicly shared on
Friday.The blaze that ripped through Wang
Fuk Court in the city's northern Tai Po
district last week killed at least 159 people
and was the world's deadliest residential
building fire since 1980.The Hong Kong
Baptist University (HKBU) said it will

@ |

continued: "We are Hongkongers. Urge the
government to be receptive and respond to
pulic demands so justice can be done."

The wall was blocked off with tall barricades
on Wednesday, an AFP reporter saw.

Kevin, a HKBU student who declined to give
his surname, told AFP at the time he found
the noticeboard message to be "positive"
and said it drew attention from students
walking by before it was sealed off.The
university did not respond to multiple
requests for comment from AFP.

Authorities have warned against crimes that
"exploit the tragedy" and have reportedly
arrested at least three people for sedition in

"suspend the operations" of the student
union acting executive committee with
immediate effect and take over their
facilities, according to a letter shared on
social media by the union on Friday.

The school cited reasons such as a lack of
representation and poor financial

management, which the union -called
"unfounded and arbitrary"."The

® @ @«

university's irrational action raises
concerns about potential ulterior motives
behind this forced suspension," the union
said in a statement.Social media users
circulated photos on Tuesday of a message
stuck onto a student union-run notice
board, nicknamed the "democracy wall",
which expressed condolences for those
killed in the fire.The unsigned message

E SIS T I SEEEN I e @

the fire's aftermath.Student unions at Hong
Kong universities were once hotbeds of
political activism and played a role in the
city's huge and sometimes violent pro-
democracy protests in 2019.They either
shrank their operations or were shut down
entirely after Beijing imposed a national
security law in Hong Kong a year later,
which critics say has curbed dissent.
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Modi-Putin Summit: Vision 2030 Pact Signed,

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Russian
President Vladimir Putin on
Friday unveiled a sweeping
Economic Cooperation Pro-
gramme till 2030, signalling
a major upgrade in bilateral
trade, technology and strate-
gic partnership.

Speaking at a joint press
briefing in New Delhi, PM
Modi said the India-Rus-
sia relationship has endured
global upheavals for decades
and continues to serve as a
reliable anchor in uncertain
times.

“Over the past eight decades,
humanity has seen many cri-
ses and challenges. Through
all this, the India-Russia
friendship has remained like
a pole star — steady and un-
wavering,” he said.

Modi emphasised that tak-
ing economic ties “to new
heights” is now a shared pri-

make bilateral trade “more
diversified, balanced and sus-
tainable.”

Both sides are also pushing
for an early India-EAEU
Free Trade Agreement, which
is expected to expand market
access for Indian exports in
pharmaceuticals, agriculture

and consumer goods.

ority, adding that the newly President Putin, thanking

adopted roadmap aims to

Modi for the warm welcome,
reaffirmed Moscow’s focus
on long-term partnership.
He said Russia remains com-
mitted to a peaceful resolu-
tion of the Ukraine conflict
and added that India-Russia
ties are “deeply rooted in his-
tory and trust”

Key highlights of Putin’s
Delhi engagements

Push for $100 Billion

Vision 2030 Roadmap Fi-
nalised

A comprehensive plan out-
lines priority areas for long-
term  cooperation  across
trade, co-production, inno-
vation, connectivity, digital
economy and manufacturing.
Push for $100 Billion Trade
by 2030

Both leaders reviewed pro-

Trade

gress and agreed to acceler-
ate efforts to expand bilateral
trade — especially increasing
India’s exports.
Energy
Strengthened
Civil nuclear projects, criti-
cal minerals, petroleum sup-
plies and long-term energy
security remained central to
discussions. Putin assured
uninterrupted energy sup-
plies to India.
Counter-Terrorism  Align-
ment

Modi stressed that India and
Russia stand “shoulder to
shoulder” against terrorism,
noting that threats to both
countries come from com-
mon sources. He reiterated
the need for united global
action.

Ukraine Conflict

Reiterating India’s position,
PM Modi said New Delhi
stands firmly on the side of
peace and diplomacy. Putin
briefed him on Russia’s ongo-

Partnership

ing proposals for a peaceful
settlement.

Defence, Space & High-Tech
Talks covered joint produc-
tion, shipbuilding, space
exploration, artificial intel-
ligence and Make in India-
aligned defence collabora-
tions.

Labour Mobility Agreement
Work is underway on a new
pact to enable smoother
movement of skilled and
semi-skilled Indian workers
to Russia.

Global Coordination

The two nations agreed to
deepen  coordination on
global platforms including
the UN, G20, BRICS and
SCO.

With the 2030 roadmap
signed and high-level talks
concluded, the Modi-Putin
summit has set the stage for
a more expansive and strate-
gically aligned partnership in
the coming decade.

School Students Explore Cutting-Edge
Science at CSIR-NM

Jamshedpur: CSIR—National Metallurgical Laboratory
(NML) hosted 37 students and three teachers from Central
Public School, Adityapur, offering them a first-hand look into
advanced scientific research as part of the CSIR-Jigyasa Vir-
tual Laboratory Programme.

The visit began with an inaugural session, where Dr. Sarmistha
Sagar, Chief Scientist & Head, IMDC, welcomed the partici-
pants. She highlighted CSIR-NML’s role in technological ad-
vancement over its 75-year journey and underlined its contri-
butions to national development through pioneering research.
Dr. Animesh Jana, Senior Scientist, IMDC, introduced the
objectives of the Jigyasa initiative, emphasizing its mission
to build scientific temperament among school students and
create stronger engagement between researchers and young
learners.

During the visit, students toured several key laboratories, in-
cluding the Applied & Analytical Chemistry Division, Creep
Testing Facilities, Non-Destructive Testing of Metals, and the
E-Waste Recycling Unit, where live demonstrations offered a
glimpse into real-world scientific applications.

The programme concluded with a vote of thanks and group
photographs. Teachers and students expressed great enthusi-
asm, calling the visit an inspiring and enriching exposure to
modern research practices.

“Don’t Fear Exams—Prepare for Them,” Says
Chinmaya Vidyalaya Principal Suraj Sharma

Bokaro: With CBSE announcing the introduction of two
board examinations, Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Bokaro, organ-
ised a special Parents’ Interaction Workshop to brief fami-
lies on the new system. Principal Suraj Sharma, Vice Prin-
cipal Narmendra Kumar, and Headmaster Gopal Chandra
Munshi addressed parents during the session.

The programme opened with a prayer and lamp lighting,
followed by an introduction from Mrs. Supriya Choudhary.
Principal Sharma explained the structure of the two-exam
format and urged parents not to let students fear board ex-
ams but encourage them to prepare sincerely. “Honest hard
work today will make the future better. Results reflect com-
bined efforts of students and parents,” he said.

During the workshop, the school detailed the guidelines,
rules and conditions issued for the upcoming board ex-
aminations. Principal Sharma also responded to frequently
asked questions from Class 10 parents regarding exam
dates, pattern, and preparation strategies. The interactive
session saw parents and students clarify doubts and gain a
clearer understanding of the new system.

PM Modi Welcomes Putin With Russian-Language Gita,
Warm Airport Greeting and Private Dinner

News Desk: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi set a distinctly
personal tone for Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin’s 27-hour
India visit on Thursday, gifting
him a Russian-language edi-
tion of the Bhagavad Gita soon
after his arrival in New Delhi.
Modi personally received Pu-
tin at Delhi’s Palam airport
around 6:35 pm, greeting him
with a warm hug before the
two leaders drove together in
the Prime Minister’s car. The
gesture, not part of the formal
protocol, was widely noted for
underlining the closeness be-
tween the two leaders.

Later in the evening, Modi
hosted Putin for an extended
private dinner at his official
residence, 7 Lok Kalyan Marg.
The meeting, which lasted
nearly three hours, added to
the unusually cordial atmos-
phere surrounding the visit.
Sharing photographs from the
airport and the residence, PM
Modi posted on X:

“Delighted to welcome my
friend, President Putin to In-
dia... India-Russia friendship
is a time-tested one that has
greatly benefitted our people”
He also wrote that the time-
less teachings of the Gita con-

tinue to inspire millions across
the world — a sentiment he
echoed while presenting the
specially prepared Russian-
language edition to the visiting
President.

Putin Unveils RT India,
Kremlin-Backed Network’s
Biggest Global Expansion Yet
Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Friday launched RT
India, the newest international
arm of the Kremlin-funded RT
network, marking one of Mos-
cow’s most ambitious media
ventures as it seeks to strength-
en its footprint in South Asia.

The unveiling — held at a tem-
porary studio inside a luxury
Delhi hotel — comes during
Putin first visit to India since
the Ukraine war began. Rus-
sian officials describe RT India
as a major push to deepen stra-
tegic communication ties with
New Delhi.

RT India: Russias Boldest
Media Foray

RT India will begin operations
with four English-language
programmes daily, backed by a
newsroom of over 100 journal-
ists and technical staff. A full-
scale studio is set to come up

in the National Capital Region.
The channel pitches itself
as a platform aligned with a
multipolar world, promoting
what it calls the “growing in-
fluence” of India and Russia.
Its tagline — “Not Anti-West-
ern... Just Not Western” —
signals its positioning in global
media narratives.

The project is being called the
largest international expan-
sion in the networks history.
It comes even as RT remains
banned across the European
Union since Russias invasion
of Ukraine in 2022.

DPS Bokaro’s ‘Star Contest’ Shines Spotlight

Bokaro: Students of Delhi
Public School (DPS) Boka-
ro lit up the campus as the
school hosted its mega
‘DPS Star Contest, a vibrant
showcase of music, dance
and visual arts aimed at
nurturing creative poten-
tial. The event buzzed with
youthful energy as partici-
pants impressed judges with
solo vocals, instrumental
pieces, orchestral perfor-
mances, expressive dance
acts and evocative artworks.
The programme opened
with a charged Band/Or-
chestra Competition, where
musicians delivered tight,

high-tempo  performances
on keyboards, guitars, clap
boxes and more. Arka Raj
and team clinched first
place, followed by Viraj
Jhas group and Rudrangshu
Roy’s team.

In the Solo Song category,
U. Charukeshi won top

on Young Talent

honours, Vaishnavi Priya
secured second while Avni
Ananya Pandey finished
third with “Raghukul Reet”.
Dance performances
brought equal flair. Vartika
Dubey took first place with
a powerful portrayal of Maa
Kali and the dramatic Rakt-

beej Samhaar. Prapti Mishra
earned second for a classi-
cal Bharatanatyam recital,
while third place was shared
by Rimik B. Surya Mandal
for a spirited patriotic dance
and Shanvi Shreya for her
Krishna-themed Bharatan-
atyam piece.

Applauding the participants,
Principal Dr. A. S. Gangwar
said the contest reflects the
school’s commitment to ho-
listic education. “The DPS
Star Contest showcases the
remarkable talent of our pu-
pils and provides a platform
where dedication meets pas-
sion,” he noted.

India—Russia Reaffirm Push for
UNSC Reform

New Delhi: India and Russia on Friday renewed their call
for reforms in the UN Security Council, stressing that the
body must reflect “contemporary realities.” Addressing a
press briefing, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said both
nations were aligned on strengthening cooperation in multi-
lateral platforms including the G20, BRICS and SCO.
Misri noted that Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s talks with
President Vladimir Putin reinforced the strength of bilateral
defence ties, with Russia continuing to back Make in India
through joint production and technology transfer.

The Prime Minister also welcomed Moscow’s support for
the expedited opening of new Indian consulates in Kazan
and Yekaterinburg, aimed at boosting regional trade, cul-
tural exchange and people-to-people connections.

On global issues, Misri said President Putin briefed PM
Modi on developments in the Ukraine conflict, including
ongoing Russia—US talks. Modi reiterated India’s long-
standing call for an “early cessation of hostilities” and a
resolution through dialogue and diplomacy, adding that In-
dia stands ready to assist.

The discussions also covered regional security, particularly
counter-terrorism, where Putin reaffirmed Russia’s support
for India’s zero-tolerance stance.

On the economic front, both sides reviewed mechanisms to
ease trade, including the use of national currencies via Spe-
cial Rupee Vostro Accounts (SRVAs). Addressing the trade
imbalance, Misri said India is working to boost exports to
Russia, with expanded local-currency settlement seen as a
key enabler.

He described the India—Russia partnership as a “key anchor
for constructive engagement in a complex global environ-
ment.”

BSL Signs MoU with ESAF Foundation to Boost
Livelihoods of Women in Peripheral Villages

Bokaro: In a major CSR push, SAIL-Bokaro Steel Plant
(BSL) has signed a new Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the ESAF Foundation to enhance income and
livelihood opportunities for women trained in handicraft
production under BSL’s CSR programmes.

The signing ceremony was attended by GM (CSR) P.P.
Chakraborty, AGM (CSR) Richa Kunal, Assistant Man-
ager (CSR) Praveen Kumar, along with ESAF Foundation’s
Chief Manager Joel Varghese Cherian, Consultant Ajithsen
Selvadass, Project Officer Ghulam Mohiuddin, and officials
from the BSL-CSR team.

This agreement builds on an earlier MoU from December
2022, under which women from peripheral villages were
trained to make handicrafts using bamboo, jute and water
hyacinth. The new MoU shifts focus from training to in-
come generation, emphasising livelihood enhancement,
branding and structured marketing.

As part of the initiative, an online platform will be created
to promote and sell products produced under the ‘Yukta’
brand. These items will also be listed on major e-commerce
sites such as Amazon and Flipkart, giving local artisans na-
tional and global visibility.

BSL officials said the partnership will significantly
strengthen women’s economic empowerment and provide
sustainable livelihood avenues across the plant’s surround-
ing villages.

India Post Signs Agreement with Russia Post
for International Tracked Packet Service

New Delhi: The Department of Posts today signed a Bilat-
eral Agreement on the International Tracked Packet Service
(ITPS) with JSC Russia Post.

The Ministry of Communications said that this move marks
an important milestone in strengthening cross-border postal
cooperation between both the nations.

It said that under the agreement, India Post will be able to
offer this service to exporters at competitive tariffs, improv-
ing price competitiveness and market access for Indian sell-
ers.

Russian President Putin Departs After Two-Day India Visit Marked by Strategic
Agreements, Warm Diplomacy a

New Delhi: Russian President
Vladimir Putin wrapped up
his two-day State visit to In-
dia on Friday, departing from
Delhi after a busy round of
high-level talks, major an-
nouncements and warm per-
sonal gestures. External Af-
fairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar
was at the airport to see him
off, marking the formal con-
clusion of a significant diplo-
matic engagement.

During the visit, India and
Russia unveiled the 2030 Eco-

. : dia’s cultural heritage.
nomic  Cooperation Road-  pjogy¢ Special Gifts to Presi-
map, strengthened collabora-  jo1t Putin
tion across defence, energy
and technology, and launched  g..- 4 Bhagavad Gita (Rus-
RT India, Moscows largest o0 dition)

global media expansion.

But beyond official talks,
Prime Minister ~Narendra
Modi set an unusually person-
al tone — most notably by pre-
senting President Putin with a
Russian-translated edition of
the Srimad Bhagavad Gita,
along with a curated selection
of Indian artisanal treasures
symbolising the depth of In-

Modi gifted Putin a translated
edition of the Gita, underscor-
ing India’s spiritual traditions
and the shared civilisational
respect between the two na-
tions.

Handcrafted Silver Horse —
Maharashtra

A finely detailed silver horse
statue representing India’s tra-
ditional metalwork excellence.

Murshidabad Ornate Silver
Tea Set

An intricately engraved tea set
reflecting Bengal’s rich crafts-
manship and the cultural im-
portance of tea in both India
and Russia.

Marble Chess Set — Agra
(ODOP)

A handcrafted marble chess-
board that blends heritage
stone-inlay artistry with func-
tional elegance.

Premium Kashmiri Saffron
(Kong/Zaffran)

Among the finest in the world,
Kashmir’s saffron is revered

for its deep colour, fragrance
and culinary significance.
Fine Assam Black Tea
Sourced from the Brahmapu-
tra plains, the tea is known for
its strong malty flavour and
bright liquor — a hallmark of
India’s global tea identity.
These gifts, chosen from In-
dias One District One Prod-
uct (ODOP) offerings, high-
lighted the Prime Minister’s
emphasis on blending tradi-
tion with diplomacy.

A Visit Packed With Strate-
gic Signals

Putin’s trip — his first to India
® &

since the start of the Ukraine
conflict — reaffirmed the
steady momentum in India-
Russia relations. Key high-

lights included:

o  Signing of the Vision
2030 Roadmap for long-
term economic engage-
ment

o Reaffirmation of the goal
to reach $100 billion bi-
lateral trade by 2030

o Assurance of uninter-
rupted energy supplies
to India

o Deepening cooperation
in defence production,

@

Al, space and critical

minerals

e Push foran India~-EAEU
Free Trade Agreement

o High-level discussions
on terrorism, global

order and the Ukraine

conflict
As President Putin’s aircraft
took off from Delhi, the visit
left behind a strong message
— India and Russia are gear-
ing up for a refreshed, strategi-
cally aligned partnership built
on trust, history and evolving
global realities.
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India not neutral, i on side of peace

PM’s message to Putin on Ukraine war

The Ukraine conflict featured prominently in the bilateral meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and

Russia's Putin. PM Modi reiterated that India was on the side of peace, and it was not the era of war.

New Delhi.(Agency)
Prime Minister Narendra Modi told Russian

President Vladimir Putin that India was not neutral ~ striving to brok

and was on the side of peace in the Ukraine war, Calling Russia a "true friend" of India, PM Modi

reiterating the stance that he told
Donald Trump earlier this year. During
their much-anticipated bilateral
meeting in Delhi on Friday, PM Modi
praised Putin as a visionary leader and
underscored that this "is an era of
peace".

"India is not neutral. India has a side, and
that side is of peace. We support all
efforts for peace, and we stand
shoulder-to-shoulder with all efforts for
peace," PM Modi said as Putin sat
beside him listening keenly.

'RUSSIA A TRUE FRIEND OF |
INDIA

During their meeting, the bonhomie
between the two leaders, which has
played a crucial role in fostering a
robust strategic partnership between
Russia and India, was visible. The
leaders have met 19 times in the past 11 years.

The Ukraine war, which has dragged on for four

geopolitical churn.

years, has made Putin some sort of a pariah, with "Since the Ukraine crisis began, we have been in
constant discussion. From time to time, you, too,

the West imposing a host of sanctions on Russia.

Andhra Pradesh To Get India's First Solar ¢,

The Russian President's visit to India comes at a
time when the Trump administration has been

as a true friend, have kept us informed about
everything. [ believe that trust is a great strength...
The welfare of nations lies in the path of peace.
Together, we will lead the world towards that
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Sharad Pawar's Family In Focus As
Jay Pawar, Rutuja Patil Set To
Marry: Who Are They?

Jay Pawar, the son of Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, is all
set to tie the knot with long-time friend Rutuja Patil in Bahrain. Spread over
four days, the intimate celebration will have close friends and family
members and a select few political associates.

The major ceremonies are scheduled from December 4 to December 7 at the
luxury Jumeirah property in the Gulf nation, according to the wedding
invite. Despite being one of the most influential political families in
Maharashtra, the wedding is strictly private. According to sources familiar
with the arrangements, the total number of invitees has been capped at
around 400, making it significantly smaller than large political weddings.

path," the Prime Minister said.er a peace

deal between Ukraine and Russia.

The Prime Minister also praised Putin for the
warm welcome accorded to him in 2001,
when Modi was the Gujarat Chief Minister.
It was their first diplomatic interaction.

"I believe that the role you played in 2001 is a
perfect example of how a visionary leader
thinks — where they begin and how far
they can take relationships. India—Russia
relations are the finest example of this," he

Only two senior party leaders, ? YE
Praful Patel, the National
Working Premdent of the
NCP, and state party chief
Sunil Tatkare, have
reportedly been invited from
Ajit Pawar's political circle.
The decision to keep the |
event intimate stemmed
from the family's wish to
avoid creating a large public

said.

During the visit, where Modi accompanied
then PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
agreement was signed between Gujarat and
Russia's Astrakhan region to boost

cooperation in petrochemicals, trade,
science and technology.

PUTIN THANKS PM FOR 'PERSONAL
ATTENTION’

emphasised the importance of trust amid the rapid Putin, who was accorded a ceremonial welcome and
a tri-services guard of honour, thanked PM Modi
for his "personal attention" to the Ukraine issue.

Ingot-Wafer Manufacturing Unit

New Delhi.(Agency)
Andhra Pradesh is poised to lead India
into a new era of solar manufacturing
by establishing the country's first

This facility will
be India's first

commercial-scale integrated 6 GW solar ingot and wafer
T ted i i production facility in Anakapalli

gratéd ingot- district. A Memorandum of
wafer Understanding (MOU) signed during
N . a partnership summit has been
manufacturing converted into a project that has been

approved by the State Investment
Promotion Board (SIPB).

ReNew Photovoltaics, a subsidiary of
ReNew Energy Global PLC, is
investing Rs 3,990 crore to establish a
greenfield plant at Rambilli in
Anakapalli district. This facility will
be India's first commercial-scale

vnit, producing
the essential
building blocks
for solar cells and
modules.

integrated ingot-wafer manufacturing
unit, producing the essential building
blocks for solar cells and modules.

The proposal was approved by the
Andhra Pradesh State Investment
Promotion Board (SIPB), chaired by
Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu,

on Thursday. It will now be presented
to the Cabinet for final approval,
likely next week.

The project aims to significantly
reduce India's reliance on imported
components, particularly from
China, and support the country's
ambitious renewable energy goals of
achieving 300 GW of solar capacity
by 2030.The world-class facility will
be developed on approximately 130-
140 acres of land, which has already
been identified and will soon be
handed over for construction. The

plant is expected to be completed by

March 2026, with commercial

production commencing by January
2028.

"Not Here To Shout": Shashi Tharoor
Schools Congress Over Parliament Chaos

Shashi Tharoor, who once fought to steer the party but lost to another south Indian

stalwart, has snubbed the need for a ruckus ’ro get heard in parliament.

New Delhi .(Agency)

Congress leader Shashi Tharoor has schooled the
opposition over disruptions in parliament, putting
his differences with his party colleagues out in the
open yet again. The MP who once fought to steer
the party but lost to another south Indian stalwart
has snubbed the need for a ruckus to get heard in
parliament.

"I have said this from the very beginning. My party
leaders, including Sonia Gandhi, know this very
well. I may be the lone voice in the party, but I have
no doubts that people have elected me to represent
them in parliament, not just to shout and create a
ruckus. They have sent me to use my intelligence
to speak for the nation and speak for them," he
said. The Congress is expected to issue a strong
rebuttal to what appears as one of their own toeing
apro-BJP line on the greatest national platform for

democracy.

The parliament has been seeing disruptions over
multiple issues since the Winter Session started

Thousands of
IndiGo
passengers
across the
country have
been stranded
for days as mass
cancellations,
rolling delays
and grounded
aircraft choke
major airports,
leaving them
without clear

timelines.
e @ -

New Delhi .(Agency)

connections.

For thousands of travellers, the past three days
have felt less like a flight delay and more like a
full-blown breakdown of IndiGo, India's
busiest airline. At Delhi airport Terminal 3, the
frustration is visible long before one reaches
the check-in zone. People sit on the floor with
children, others patrol conveyor belts hoping
their luggage will surface, and long-haul
passengers fret about missing visas, jobs, and

Gurnaam Singh, who booked an IndiGo flight
to Canada, said the trip he planned months ago
had suddenly "turned into an ordeal". He spent
hours trying to get clarity on whether the flight
would even take off. Several others around
him -- headed to Dubai, China, and Toronto --
reported the same uncertainty. Their flights

were repeatedly shown as delayed due to
I TN TN T T

"technical faults"
without explanation.

delays,

, only to be pushed further

"Air travel has become trouble instead of relief.
Because of so many cancellations and
passengers are facing extreme |4
inconvenience," Gurnaam Singh told TV,
adding that both international and domestic
flyers were stuck in the same uncertainty.
Weather disruptions and a bomb threat &%
earlier in the week have added pressure, but & &
passengers said the confusion goes beyond
that. Many complained that the airline
offered no meaningful assistance. A man &
who came to drop off his daughter said her 2
pm domestic flight finally departed at 11.30
pm. Another traveller, Rishikesh Kumar,
watched his 6 pm flight slide to 11.30 pm, and
even then he was unsure it would depart. "You
just keep waiting, but there's no surety or

last Monday, including over the Opposition
seeking discussion on the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the voter lists and the flight
chaos. BJP blames the Opposition for the

disruptions, despite the Prime Minister
warning against any drama in his pre-session
speech.

Tharoor has in the past courted controversy
over actions that could well be interpreted as
taking on his party colleagues, including with
praises for the prime minister. Giving party
meetings a miss one after another is believed to
have widened the gap between him and the
senior leaders despite frantic attempts to
firefight a prolonged crisis.

downplayed the speculations, stating that he was

in Kerala with his elderly mother, which is why he
couldn't attend the party meetings in Delhi.

He later

an

"IndiGo fiasco is the cost of

Responding to Rahul

clearance about when your flight will take
off," he said. Advocate Shweta Kapoor
described anight of sheer chaos.

"My flight was last night, and when we reached

the Delhi IGI Airport,
happening, but none of the IndiGo counters
were working. Multiple flights were delayed

spectacle, especially given the ongoing political sensitivities in
Maharashtra, according to a report in Hindustan Times.

Whois Jay Pawar?

Jay Pawar, the younger son of Ajit Pawar and MP Sunetra Pawar, has so far
kept a low profile compared to his politically active family. Until 2023,
when the NCP split, Jay was primarily at the front and centre of the family's
businesses in Dubai, according to areport in The Print.

Since the split, he has been involved in key election seasons. Jay
campaigned for his mother in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections and later
supported his father during the state assembly polls the same year,
according to areport in Free Press Journal. His party functionaries describe
him as "well-spoken and well-mannered" and someone now involved in
"grassroots matters".

Cost of monopoly model
Gandhi slams Centre
over IndiGo flight chaos

Rahul Gandhi has accused the Centre of enabling a
"monopoly model" in aviation as IndiGo faces large-scale
flight cancellations and operational disruptions.

New Delhi .(Agency)

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Friday criticised the Centre over utter chaos

in the country's aviation sector due to IndiGo’s flight cancellations and
disruptions, blaming the problems on the government’s “monopoly model.”
Inaposton X, Lok Sabha Opposition Leader called for “fair competition” in
the aviation sector to prevent such disruptions.

In the wake of IndiGo cancelling over 550 flights on Thursday alone and over

450 flights on Friday till now, disrupting the travel plans of hundreds of
passengers, Gandhi said it is ordinary Indians who pay the price in delays,
cancellations and

helplessness. Y

this Govt's monopoly
model. Once again, it's
ordinary Indians who pay
the price - in delays,
cancellations and
helplessness," the Leader
of Opposition said in a post
onX.

Gandhi’s ‘monopoly’
swipe at the government,
Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra supported her brother and said that
most sectors in the country have been concentrated in the hands of a few.

"We all know that throughout the country, most things belong to a few people

and that is the doing of this government, and that is not healthy. It's not
healthy for the economy, it's not healthy for democracy, it's not healthy for
the country," she said.

INDIGO FLIGHTS CHAOS CONTINUES
IndiGo, India’s largest airline, is facing a major crisis, cancelling over 450

flights across key airports for the third consecutive day.

Out of these, 225 flights were cancelled at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International
Airport alone, while Bengaluru’s Kempegowda International saw over 100

cancellations and Hyderabad’s Rajiv Gandhi International recorded 90.

The airline has attributed the disruptions to cabin crew shortages and other

operational challenges and apologised to passengers on Thursday via X.

Kept waiting without certainty: Stranded
IndiGo passengers’ hours-long ordeal

and some were cancelled, but the passengers
had not received their baggage yet. People
were shouting. Our luggage had already been
1. checked in. The flight was rescheduled
three times, and then at 6 am the IndiGo
app simply showed that it was cancelled.
Even the staff looked confused,” she
: said.
& Passengers in Hyderabad reported a
different kind of chaos, where
misinformation added to the frustration.
"I reached the airport at around 5 am and
went to the IndiGo counter. They told me
my flight was cancelled. When I showed
my boarding pass, they confirmed it and
sent me home. They noted down my details.
At around 7 am, someone called me from the
boarding gate, asking where | was because the
_ flight was about to leave," she said.

check-ins were
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First step in Manipur:
Return of the natives

Close to three years after mindless ethnic blood-
letting broke out between the Kuki-Zo group of
tribes and the majority Meitei community in
May 2023, overt violence has ceased in
Manipur—but the state remains bitterly divided
physically and psychologically. Over 60,000
conflict-displaced people from both sides of the
divide continue to languish in several relief
camps, unsure of their and their children’s
future. They have also become prone to
depression and even suicide cases among them
are on the rise.The trouble is, both the warring
sides continue to see and push for amelioration
of their side of the suffering and their
understanding of what a solution should be,
missing out in the process the fact that the losses
and sufferings brought by the violence is shared
on both sides. They also tend to forget that
Manipur is multi-ethnic, and a solution cannot
be a bilateral matter only between them.
Another major community, the Nagas, have
begun asserting this, and all need to note this
seriously.Any reconciliation would have to
begin with a comprehensive plan for the
displaced on both sides to return to their
abandoned homes and rebuild their lives. This
would also mean opening up the highways for
free movement either way for all. The
responsibility for making this happen cannot
justbe of the government alone, but also by what
conflict resolution and mediation expert John
Paul Lederach called “the moral imagination” of
the people in his book of the same title. It
contends that just as hostility begets hostility as
a response, goodwill will be reciprocated with
goodwill.If one side, for instance, unilaterally
opens up and welcomes back displaced people,
or assures free passage to those wishing to
access health facilities in Imphal or outside the
state, the iceberg of mutual suspicion would
begin to melt, paving the way for a settlement of
the crisis across the table. The side to first
exercise empathy and see their own sufferings
shared by the other side and take courage to
reach out, is the one blessed with moral
imagination—not the one to blink first in this
masculine contest for belligerency.

There will probably be entrenched, vested
interests of those who reap a sense of power and
other benefits from the conflict. They would
therefore want its continuance—if not as open
violence, then as a ‘frozen conflict’. These are
the elements, as and when they become evident,
that the government must tame even if use of the
State’s coercive power becomes necessary.

Reconciliation will not be easy, but it’s not
impossible. There have been atrocities by both
sides and, as in any conflict, there are hawks and
doves within. But only the hawks are heard and
seen. Again, in a charged, conflict-ridden
atmosphere, even the doves often speak the
hawks’ language without actually meaning
them. The inference is that what’s seen and
heard cannot be the summary of the mood of this
entire conflict landscape, although many
parachute journalists and NGO fact-finders
have ended up trying to make it seem so,
complicating matters.Once the displaced have
been allowed to return and reclaim their homes,
and free movement is ensured across the ‘buffer
zones’ established by the government, the larger
issues that caused the conflict can be addressed
and settled.Among these are the questions of
illegal immigration and unequal development
between the state’s valley and the hills.

Dilution of goals ails global climate action

The Trump-led US is committed to the revival of the fossil fuel industry and calls climate change a hoax.

AS a one-time chief negotiator on climate change for India

(2007-10), one has watched with growing despair the
continual dilution of goals directed towards tackling an
existential crisis for humanity. To properly assess the
outcome of the recent climate summit at Belem (Brazil), a
lesson in climate history may be in order.

enshrined in the historic UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) at Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) in
1992, the trajectory of the annual multilateral
negotiations among the conference of parties (COP) to
the Convention has been a decidedly downward attrition
process.I was present at Rio when the UNFCCC was
adopted by acclamation, and the
optimism was palpable. Yet within just a
few years, one faced a systematic and
cynical effort on the part of developed
nations, led by the US, to eviscerate the
UNFCCC and transform what was to be a
legally binding agreement into a
voluntary ‘pledge and review’ set of
commitments.This was achieved through
the unilateral trashing of the Kyoto
Protocol to the UNFCCC, which was
adopted in December 1997 and in which
37 industrialised countries negotiated
binding targets for absolute reduction in
their greenhouse gas emissions. This
would result in an average of 5.2%
reduction in total emissions as compared
to the 1992 level. These binding targets
were to be achieved in what was known
as the first commitment period (2008-13)
after which there would be a second
commitment period (2014-19) in which
further reductions would be
negotiated.During this 10-year period,
developing countries would not be
required to accept reductions in their
emissions. At the end of this grace period, it was likely
that both developed and developing countries would
commit to reduce their emissions but in accordance with
the principle of equitable burden-sharing. The Kyoto
Protocol had strict compliance procedures. If at the end of
the first commitment period a country had a shortfall in
achieving its target of reduction, then not only would it
have to make up for the shortfall in the second
commitment period but also have to add 30% more to its
new negotiated target as a penalty.

The US, which had signed the Protocol, declined to ratify it.

Then, several industrialised countries like Canada,
Australia and Japan unilaterally violated the treaty, far
surpassed their respective emission targets and refused to

adhere to the treaty’s compliance procedure — and got
away scot-free. Could one imagine a developing country
being allowed to violate an international treaty it was a
party to in this brazen manner? Why were they not held to
account? This set the stage for serial non-compliance
with commitments by developed countries.

Since the high point of universal collaborative intent The Copenhagen climate summit in 2009 was perhaps the
last occasion when developing countries, in particular
India, China, Brazil and South Africa — the so-called
BASIC group — tried to hold the line against the erosion
of the UNFCCC principles. But thereafter the process of
attrition has continued apace. A much-diluted Paris
Agreement was adopted by consensus in December 2015.

This was made possible by China abandoning the BASIC
group and reaching a bilateral agreement with the US,
which safeguarded their narrow interests while
sacrificing the global good.China was allowed to keep
increasing its emissions to reach a level comparable to the
US. More importantly, China reinterpreted the crucial
Common but Differentiated Responsibility and
Respective Capabilities (CBDR) principle by adding the
words, “in accordance with national circumstances” to
the original wording in the UNFCCC. This hollowed out
the CBDR principle since it could now be interpreted
differently by parties according to what they claimed as
“national circumstances.” This was a mortal blow to the
equity principle.China did not consult its BASIC partners

November a blip on GST trend, consider sin tax on junk food

before taking this major step but neither did these partners
hold it to account. China got away with a serious violation
of the UNFCCC. The US-China agreement became the
template for the Paris Agreement. The developed
countries had succeeded in co-opting China in their
evisceration of the UNFCCC.

The Paris Agreement was greeted with intemperate hype a

decade ago. Then French President Francois Hollande
said, “In Paris, there have been many revolutions over the
centuries. Today is the most beautiful and most peaceful
revolution that has just been accomplished — a revolution
for climate change.”Since then the US has walked out of
the Agreement for the second time under President Donald
Trump. It is committed to the revival
of the fossil fuel industry and calls
climate change a hoax. The world’s
largest economy is missing in climate
action and this will inevitably
influence the economic calculus of
other countries, which may see
climate action as putting them at a
disadvantage vis-a-vis the US.

The just-concluded 30th COP in Belem
was billed as the “COP of Truth” and
the “COP of Implementation.” But the
truth is that even the much-diluted
commitments of the Paris Agreement
have not been achieved nor can one
say that the stage has been set for their
implementation in the post-COP30
period. The year 2024 was the
warmest on record, with temperatures
rising 1.55°C above pre-industrial
levels. Whatever fresh commitments
have been submitted so far for the next
global stocktake put global warming
on a path to reach over 2.5-3°C by the
end of the century.A UN Special
Report has already warned that even a

1.5°C rise could lead to irreversible and catastrophic

consequences for the global ecology. We have already
passed that turning point. Yet COP30 promises a “Global

Implementation Acceleration” to underscore the “Belem

Mission to 1.5°C.” Buthow?

The conference adopted the Mutirao Decision, which

resolves to limit “both the magnitude and the duration of
any temperature overshoot.” But how will this be possible
when it is acknowledged that the “carbon budget
consistent with achieving the Paris Agreement’s
temperature goal is now small and being depleted.”

If truth be told, in a divided and fragmented world, climate is

not apriority.

The blip was expected after the Union government’s consumer-friendly reforms in September shrank the GST levy on common goods to two slabs of 5 percent and 18 percent.

Goods and services tax collections are a good barometer of

the Indian economy. It is also the foundation of the
government’s capital expenditure. No wonder then that
November’s GST collections created concern as it slowed
to a year’s low of Rs 1.7 lakh crore, down from Rs 1.96
lakh crore the previous month. Year-on-year, too, the
growth rate of 0.7 percent was the slowest since the
pandemic.This was expected after the Union
government’s consumer-friendly reforms in September
shrank the GST levy on common goods to two slabs of 5
percent and 18 percent. Meanwhile, conscious of eroding
revenue and the end of the GST compensation cess next
year on ‘sin’ products like tobacco and pan masala, the
government has rushed two Bills in the Lok Sabha to
ensure tax income from these products remains
unchanged.To put it in context, the overall GST picture
remains robust. Collections have tripled since the tax was
first implemented in 2017. Last fiscal recorded the
highest-ever gross GST collections at Rs 22.08 lakh crore,
a 9.4 percent increase over the previous year. Even the
October 2025 collection was 4.6 percent higher than the

01l diplomacy
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same month a year ago. This reflects stricter compliance
and a rapid increase of registered taxpayers from 65 lakh
in2017 to over 1.51 crore now.November must be seen as
a temporary blip caused by the economy adjusting to the

An opening to bridge the Gulf

new baseline rates. The move to reform the
onerous GST slabs came not a day too soon. Sales
across several large segments like cars and
consumer goods rose because of the concessions.
Afterall, taxation is not an end in itself. A rollback
that improves sales and consumers’ living
standards is justified.On the other hand, coming
down hard on sin products like tobacco will
continue to be subject to debate. Most nations
have used the policy tool for raising revenue,
knowing well the somewhat inflexible demand
on the users’ side. At present, tobacco products
are taxed at 28 percent, with the compensation
cess taking the effective rate to anything between
40 and 290 percent. If taxation is indeed to be
used to coax habits away from unhealthy
products, there needs to be another debate—on
the GST rates for ultra-processed foods, whose
consumption the government repeatedly warns us to
moderate or avoid.

Iran and Saudi Arabia are cautiously getting closer. Their non-oil trade is booming and Iran needs huge investments to upgrade its oil

infrastructure. It gives Washington a chance to wean Tehran away from Beijing’s debt-trap diplomacy

In the midst of the insistent Ukraine war and the
ominous Iran-Israel conflict, volatility prevailed
through the year. Uncertainty chased oil prices
higher as the conflicts threatened to polarise
regional politics and disrupt supplies through the
Strait of Hormuz. There exists a wide chasm
between perceptions and reality as rational
afterthoughts temper valuations. With the route
intact, the risk premium was contained.Tel Aviv’s
efforts to unseat the present regime in Tehran are
reminiscent of a similar agenda decades earlier. The
closure of Suez Canal after the Arab-Isracl war in
November 1956 lasted five months. It had a
catastrophic effect on the British and French energy
situation. The strategic waterway facilitated two-
thirds of Europe’s oil movement, and Egypt’s
nationalisation of this conduit prompted the UK
and France to align with Israel in a plan to
overthrow President Gamal Abdel Nasser.West
Asia’s dominance in oil at that time left no option
but international mediation. The disruption had
ramifications for Europe and Asia alike. With UN
intervention, US President Dwight Eisenhower
prevailed upon Britain, France, and Israel to
withdraw. The crisis dented British and French
influence as it permanently impacted the region’s
power equation. Nikita Khrushchev’s opportune
support to Egypt was the beginning of the Soviet
Union’s friendship with Arab nations, thereby
impacting global dynamics for decades.

Despite sectarian and political differences, OPEC
members align in the face of existential crisis.

Whether to ward off the threat of oligopolistic
Anglo-American oil majors in the 1970s, or to
ensure price stability in the late 1990s and ecarly
2000s. However, over the past
decade, geopolitics motivated the
members to engage in solipsistic
pursuits. Azerbaijan, a
predominantly Shiite Muslim
OPEC+ member, remains a key
provider of energy to Israel despite
international criticism, meeting 40
percent of the latter’s demand while
seeking military defence systems
and support. Azerbaijan’s 10
percent stake in Tamar, Israel’s
large gas field, indicates deeper
interests.Beijing endorsed
diplomacy as it mediated a Saudi-
Iran rapprochement in 2023,
counterbalancing Washington’s
declining influence in West Asia.
However, China shied away from
providing territorial security to Iran in the recent
Israel-Iran conflict despite its relationship with the
Islamic republic that blossomed as sanctions were
re-imposed during Trump’s earlier presidency.
Saudi Arabia and Iran hold 28 percent of the global
oil reserves and provide a third of China’s imports.
With the signing of a purported 25-year
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2021
between Tehran and Beijing, the latter is investing
in Iran’s infrastructure, seeking a steady flow of

heavily-discounted Iranian crude.The highly-
fragmented oil production and emerging frontiers
in South America and Africa underscore Tehran and

Riyadh’s shared vulnerability. Notwithstanding
ideological differences, Tehran is privy to the
relevance of forging economic relations with Arab
Gulf States to negotiate through Western sanctions
and emerge from isolation. Iran’s non-oil exports to
Saudi Arabia rose 99 times in March-December
2024. But a cautious trust pervades their yet-fragile
accord as Riyadh remains apprehensive of Tehran’s
nuclear ambitions.

Iran and Saudi Aramco produce light to heavy crudes
of similar grades. Though the Iranian crude has a

higher sulphur content, the two largest producers
are aware of their distinct presence in products
much favoured by refiners for better processing
gains. Iran’s ageing hydrocarbon
infrastructure needs investments in
excess of $250 billion, with $150 billion
in oil alone, for the next decade and a half
to enhance production to 5.5 million
barrels per day. Last week, Iran’s state oil
company Petropars started development
of Farzad B, a key gas field it shares
along the kingdom’s maritime borders in
the Persian Gulf. These factors could
alter Iran-Saudi relations and induce
Tehran to gradually steer away from
China’s ‘debt trap diplomacy’ as it
succumbs to the allure of Riyadh’s
growing economic power.This is the
right time for the US to review its
economic policy. Revisiting the 1954
Consortium Agreement that led to the
nationalisation of Iranian oil companies
and Shah Reza Pahlavi’s exit in 1979 could offer
US oil majors an opportunity to re-enter the
territory. Iran could be a gateway in their endeavour
to shore up profits and scout for low-cost, high-
yield projects. Washington’s recent reprieve to
Syria and a 1.65-million-barrel Saudi oil grant to
Damascus could also revive Iran’s access. The
evolving amity between Washington and Riyadh
provides Tehran a chance to capitalise on its chary
embrace of the kingdom.
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India hope for another 'Ro-Ko'
show in series decider; focus on
Jaiswal, bowlers

VISAKHAPATNAM . (Agency)

The spotlight, like most times, will be on Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma but the pressure
would also be on India's younger crop when
the home side looks to avoid another
embarrassing series loss to South Africa in
the must-win third and final ODI here on
Saturday.A Raipur-like fumbling by India
will see South Africa bag the ODI series too,
closely after their 2-0 triumph in
Tests.Consecutive series defeats is
unthinkable for India in the current scenario,
particularly when the dressing room is
perceived to be pulling in different directions.

A victory in this rubber can quell the chatter
around the team for a while, and for that,
Kohli and Rohit have to do the heavy lifting
once again.Both have been the undisputed
masters of the 50-over format, and no

strangers to such tight situations. After all,
their legacy is built around taking down
difficulties -- an exhilarating ride in itself in

the last decade and half.Now, standing at the
door that opens only to the sunset, Kohli and
Rohit will want another glorious chapter to be
added to the long book of achievements. It's
not a mere ambition either.Kohli has two
hundreds and a fifty in his last three innings,
while Rohit has a hundred and two fifties in
his last four outings.Those numbers tell about
their touch, class and hunger even in late 30s,
indicating that they can still save the day for
the team.But they would not complain about
some meaningful support from the younger
batters like it came forth in the last match
through Ruturaj Gaikwad, who struck his
maiden ODI hundred.But Yashasvi Jaiswal is
still to find his range in this series as an
opener, and the gifted young man will be keen
to convert his starts into a bigger score, for his
and the team's sake.There is an obvious flaw
in his batting against left-arm quicks, be it
Jayden Seales of the West Indies or Marco
Jansen and Nandre Burger in this series.

He has been dismissed by left-armers 30 times
(9 in Tests, 19 in T20Is and 2 in ODIs) in his
career, predominantly while attempting a cut
and its many versions, his staple diet outside
the off-stump.

Can Virat Kohli reach 100
hundreds The dream vs the
reality in numbers

New Delhi. (Agency)

Ranchi smelled faintly of winter when Virat
Kohli walked off with a hundred in his arms.
Raipur felt warmer, almost festive, as he
raised the bat again three days later. Back-
to-back hundreds in ODIs — his 83rd and
84th international centuries — were not
merely a statistical revival, they were
reminders of the old currents that run
through him still. The assurance in his
footwork, the clarity of his thoughts, the
hunger in his eyes; all of it felt familiar, like
a melody he had not forgotten how to
play.And just like that, the question
resurfaced. One that has hovered over
Indian cricket for nearly a decade: Can Virat
Kohli get to a hundred international
hundreds?For two years it felt rhetorical,

something to chuckle at nostalgically. But
after Ranchi and Raipur, the idea doesn't feel
absurd any more. It feels like a possibility-

distant, shimmering, improbable, but
possible.Kohli's world is narrower now. Test
cricket is no longer his arena. He retired
from T20Is nearly two years ago. He lives in
the space of ODI cricket — a format whose
relevance is constantly debated, whose
calendar is shrinking, whose windows feel
squeezed between T20 leagues and bilateral
obligations.And yet, this narrowing of scope
might paradoxically be his only path to 100.

A single-format existence means every ODI
innings is a chance to dig, to build, to sculpt
something big. But it also means the road is
more fragile; there are fewer games, and
therefore fewer chances.India's Future
Tours Programme through 2027 offers him a
mixed blessing. As of now, the schedule
gives him 29 ODIs —three each against New
Zealand, Afghanistan, England (away),
West Indies, New Zealand again (away),
and Sri Lanka in 2026. Add the 2027 World
Cup, now returning to its older, sprawling
14-team format with group stages and a
Super Six, and India could play 11 matches
minimum ifthey reach the final.

Sports
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Pant, Rinku or Dube: Who is best suited
to fix India's ODI finisher problem

we-Aside from the dew, one issue has followed
India throughout this ODI series against
South Africa: the lack of runs from the
lower order. KL Rahul has produced back-
to-hack half-centuries in the role. Still, the
continued struggles of Washington Sundar
and Ravindra Jadeja have left India without
a dependable finisher in the format.

New Delhi. (Agency)

India walked into Raipur with the kind of
platform teams dream of in one-day cricket.
Virat Kohli and Ruturaj Gaikwad, locked in
rhythm and feeding off each other, stitched
together a classy 195-run stand that lifted
India to 284 for 3 by the 39th over. The pitch
looked true, the bowlers looked tired, and the
innings seemed to be cruising towards a total
that would touch or even cross the 370
mark.And then, almost without warning, the
gears jammed.Kohli and Gaikwad fell in
quick succession, and with their exit the
clarity and fluency of India’s innings left too.
What followed was another reminder of a

problem that has trailed India through this
ODI series against South Africa: the lack of a
reliable, game-shaping finisher at the back
end of the innings. India scraped together
only 74 runs in the final 11 overs, a phase that
has so often separated imposing totals from
merely competitive ones.KL Rahul did what
he could. His 66 from 43 balls carried the
kind of intent the situation demanded, but he
was left fighting a lone battle. The absence of
Hardik Pandya and the decision to rest Axar
Patel meant India were banking on Ravindra
Jadeja and Washington Sundar to provide
late-overs muscle. Instead, Washington
lasted eight balls for a single run and Jadeja
could never break free, finishing with 24 off
27. India managed just 41 in the final five
overs. Social media did not wait for the
innings to end before the questions
began.India’s top order has shown across
formats that it can carry the scoring load. But
Raipur once again spotlighted the gap
between those who lay the platform and
those expected to finish the story. Rahul’s
recent form offers reassurance, but he alone
cannot fill the void when the innings
demands a surge.As India look ahead to a
busy year and a World Cup cycle that will
soon begin taking shape, they will need to

revisit the finisher’s role with urgency. That
role is no longer a luxury or a tactical

flourish. It defines modern ODI cricket. It
dictates momentum. It often decides games.

Here are five players who could fit that role if
given a proper run.

AXAR PATEL: THE EVOLVING ALL-
ROUNDER

Axar Patel’s ODI numbers don’t quite tell his
whole story. An average of 23 and a strike
rate under 92 don’t scream finisher, but Axar
today is not the Axar of five years ago. In the
2025 IPL, he struck at 157.49, batting in
pressure situations and showing a
willingness to take risks early in his innings.
His game has broadened and he now carries a
quiet authority. If India want someone with

Shai Hope, Justin Greaves defy a depleted New
Lealand team on the 4th day of the 1st test

New Zealand led by 530 runs
when its second innings came
to an end Thursday at 466-8.

CHRISTCHURCH. (Agency)
A New Zealand team with a crowded
medical ward met stiff resistance and was
unable to finish off the West Indies on the
fourth day of the first test Thursday after
setting the tourists 531 to win.Shai Hope
led the resistance with his fourth test
century in an unbroken partnership of 140
with Justin Greaves which began when
New Zealand captured four wickets
relatively quickly in the second session.At
stumps, Hope was 116 not out, Greaves
was 55 not out and the West Indies were
212-4, trailing New Zealand by 319 runs.
New Zealand led by 530 runs when its second
innings came to an end Thursday at 466-8.
It was a moot point whether New Zealand
declared or simply ran out of fit batters.
Wicketkeeper Tom Blundell was unable to
bat because of a hamstring injury and

Greatest catch in Ashes history Marnus
Labuschagne's fIymg uttemp’r stuns fans

New Delhi. (Agency)

Marnus Labuschagne pulled off one of the
finest outfield catches on Day 2 of the
second Ashes Test between Australia and
England at the Gabba in Brisbane.
Labuschagne dived full length to take a
superb outfield catch that dismissed Jofra
Archer, the last England wicket to fall in the
first innings on Friday, 5
December.Brendan Doggett went into the
wickets column, but if cricket’s rules were
fairer, Marnus Labuschagne might well
have earned it himself. The right-arm fast
bowler delivered a short-pitched ball in an
attempt to trouble the tail-ender, who had
wagged impressively towards the end of
Day 1 and pushed England’s total beyond
300.1t was only the third over of the day’s
play, but Archer did not relent and went for a
big pull shot. He was unable to generate the
power needed to clear the boundary rope.
The ball flew towards a vacant area at deep

allrounder Nathan Smith was inactive with
a side strain.Matt Henry bowled 11 overs in
the West Indies' second innings before
leaving to visit the hospital, handily
adjacent to Hagley Oval for scans on
painful calf muscleWith Henry and Smith
out of action, Jacob Duffy and Zak Foulkes,
with only two previous tests between them
and in their first tests at home, were left as
New Zealand's only fit pacers.To add injury
to injury, Hope is still affected by a serious
eye infection which has forced him to bat in

fine leg, but Labuschagne sprinted across
from mid-wicket and launched into a full-
length dive to his right to complete the
catch. The Australian No. 3 even had to
stretch out his right hand after landing to
pluck the pink ball from the air and secure
the dismissal. The breakthrough was a relief
for the Australian bowlers, as the 10th-
wicket partnership between centurion Joe
Root and Archer had stretched to 60 runs,

sunglasses in both innings; to make a half
century in the first innings and a century on
Thursday. He was unable to field for most
of New Zealand's second innings and has
needed antibiotic eye drops.That made his
effort throughout the fourth day all the more
meritorious as the medical staff of both
teams were kept busily employed.l don't
want to give away too much but it's just
about understanding what you have to do to
overcome a situation," Hope said. "They've
got quality bowlers in test cricket, nobody's
a walkover in this format."New Zealand
had no choice from the second session but
to tie up one end with the spinners Michael
Bracewell and Rachin Ravindra, then rotate
Duffy and Foulkes at the other end with the
nagging wind at their backs.Bracewell
bowled 22 overs, taking 1-54, Ravindra
bowled nine overs, Duffy bowled 19 overs
and took 2-65 and Foulkes bowled 13
overs.New Zealand resumed Thursday on
417-4, already 481 ahead after leading by
64 on the first innings. The West Indies were
bowled out for 167 in reply to New
Zealand's 231.Ravindra made 171 and Tom
Latham 145 as New Zealand took control of
the match on the third day.

swinging the momentum in favour of the
visiting team.Many wondered whether a
better outfield catch had ever been taken
in Ashes history. Cricket Australia
fuelled the discussion by sharing a video
of Glenn McGrath’s diving catch to
dismiss Michael Vaughan during the
2002 Test at Adelaide Oval, inviting
comparison.

Some fans remarked that Labuschagne had
saved Australia from further
embarrassment, as Archer had been
striking the ball to all parts of the ground.

The England tail-ender was batting on 38 off
36 deliveries, having already hit two
boundaries and two sixes.

END OF FRUSTRATION FOR AUStRALIA
Australia needed that early breakthrough, and

they managed to wrap up England’s innings
for 334, which was already England’s
highest first-innings total in a pink-ball
Ashes Test.

experience and an improving power game,
Axar will remain in the conversation.
SHIVAM DUBE: POWER AND
PRESENCE
Few batters in India’s domestic circuit hit a
cricket ball as cleanly as Shivam Dube. His
transformation at Chennai Super Kings
turned him into one of the most feared
middle-order hitters in the IPL. He
maintained a strike rate above 150 for three
straight seasons, a remarkable stretch for
someone in a specialised role. Dube may be
more prominent in T20Is right now, but his
ability to bully spinners and muscle pace
bowlers gives him a strong claim to the No.
6slotin ODIs.
RISHABH PANT: THE NATURAL
DISRUPTOR
Rishabh Pant’s return to elite cricket has been
one of the feel-good stories of the last year,
but his absence from ODIs remains puzzling.
Across 31 matches, he averages more than
33 and strikes at over 106. Pant thrives in
chaos, and the lower-middle order is often
filled with it. Even with KL Rahul continuing
as wicketkeeper, Pant’s instincts,
fearlessness and ability to change
momentum in a heartbeat make him tailor-
made for finishing duties.

Joe Root saved our

eyes: Grace Hayden's

hilarious reaction to
hatter's hundred

New Delhi. (Agency)

Joe Root’s maiden Test hundred has given Grace

Hayden a massive sense of relief. Grace, the
daughter of legendary cricketer Matthew
Hayden, took to Instagram to thank the gods
that her father would not have to run naked
around the Melbourne Cricket
Ground.Matthew Hayden had jokingly
promised that he would run nude in Melbourne
if Root failed to score a hundred in the ongoing
Ashes series. Before this innings, the English
batter had played fifteen Test matches in
Australia without scoring a single century,
which was considered a surprising blemish in
what has otherwise been an exceptional
career.After Root’s struggles in the opening
Test, it seemed possible that he might return
home without breaking the drought once again.
However, the veteran batter looked in
commanding touch on Day 1 of the pink ball
Test at the Gabba and produced a gritty century
off 181 balls.Grace Hayden posted an
Instagram story shortly after Root reached the

milestone, captioning the video with the words:
“Root thank you. You’ve saved all our eyes.”
Her post quickly went viral across social media,
helped by her significant following and the
humorous nature of her father’s earlier
promise.Matthew Hayden had his own
hilarious reaction to Root’s achievement. As
soon as Root reached the hundred, Hayden
broke into an enthusiastic dance outside the
commentary box, a moment that the Channel 7
crew captured and shared widely. The
celebration added an extra layer of lighthearted
fun to an already memorable day in the Ashes
series.Joe Root and England had a memorable
day on Day 1 ofthe second Test. Root's hundred
took England to a 300+ total for the first time in
this series. The batter anchored the innings
throughout the day, seeing off tough spells from
Mitchell Starc, who breathed fire with the pink
ball.

Incredibly rare. FC Goa captain shown red card
before kick-off in Super Cup semi-final

«Super Cup: An incredibly rare
incident happened in FC Goa's
Super Cup semi-final against

Mumbai City FC. Goa's captain
lker Guarrotxena was shown a

straight red card before the

match even started.

New Delhi. (Agency)

The Super Cup semi-final between FC Goa
and Mumbai City FC delivered incredible
drama on Thursday, December 4. In what
turned out to be one of the rarest incidents in
football, FC Goa captain Iker Guarrotxena
was shown a red card even before the match
had officially begun.The incident occurred
as both teams lined up in the players’ tunnel.

A commotion broke out between players
and officials just moments before the sides
were set to walk onto the pitch. The
broadcast showed that the referee took issue
with the Goa captain, reportedly because he
was wearing inner shorts in a colour that did
not comply with the match
regulations. What should have been a simple
matter resolved calmly escalated into
complete chaos when the referee reacted to
Guarrotxena’s words and showed him a
straight red card for dissent.“Everybody
saw what he did,” referee Pratik Mondal
reportedly argued, while the Goa players
made a futile plea to overturn the decision
handed to their captain.

Why Was Iker Shown a Red Card?

According to areport by the Times of India, the
Spaniard was instructed to change his inner
shorts because their colour apparently
clashed with the kits of both teams.
Guarrotxena’s response was interpreted as
dissent, leading to a straight red card before
the teams had even stepped onto the pitch.

“I saw the referee ask him to change and

-
-

thought it would be sorted out right there. I
then walked to the pitch and two minutes
later someone came and told me that Iker had
been sent off,” FC Goa head coach Manolo
Marquez was quoted as saying by TOL“Tt
was not a normal situation, but we were still

B TS T T I I e @

allowed to play with eleven players. The
real problem now is that we will not have
Iker available for the final. To show a red
card for something like this feels excessive,
although there is nothing we can do about
it,” he added.

So, Did FC Goa Play With Ten Men?

Not exactly. According to the laws of
football, if a red card is issued before kick-
off, the team is permitted to replace the
suspended player with another member of
the squad. Goa named Spanish footballer
Javier Siverio as Guarrotxena’s
replacement, which allowed them to begin
the match with a complete starting eleven
that featured a slightly altered lineup.Borja
Herrera was handed the captain’s armband
for the match, which Goa eventually won 2-
1. The stand-in captain reflected on the

unusual incident afterward and said that he

had never witnessed anything quite like it.“T
have never seen anything like this in my life.

But I prefer not to speak more about it. The

team management will review the situation

and find a suitable solution,” he said.
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Shilpa
Shetty

Moves Bombay High Court, Seeks
Protect@f Personality Rights
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everal actors have been reaching court for protection of their personality rights,

and the newest to be on the list is Shilpa Shetty. As per report, Shilpa Shetty has

filed a case in the Bombay High Court seeking personality rights protection.

The suit includes the names of several websites which use or have used the actress’s
plcture illegally.

sides this, several morphed pictures and videos of the actress have also surfaced, which have
prompted Shilpa to take such steps. As per HT, Shilpa’s suit has been filed by advocate Sana Raees
Khan. Sana has shared with the publication, “Ms. Shilpa Shetty has built her reputation over
decades of work, and no entity can appropriate her name or likeness without consent. The
unauthorised commercial exploitation of her identity is an outright assault on her dignity and hard-
earned reputation. No individual or platform has the right to exploit her reputation for unlawful
commercial gain, and we will ensure strict enforcement of her personality rights. We have moved
the Bombay High Court to put a stop to such misuse and to safeguard her identity from being treated
asacommodity.”
In recent times, several celebrities, including Aishwarya Rai, Abhishek Bachchan, Amitabh
Bachchan, Karan Johar, Rishab Shetty, Jaya Bachchan, Hrithik Roshan, and Akkineni Nagarjuna,
also moved court to seek protection of their personality rights. The Bombay High Court has recently
passed comparable orders for Amitabh Bachchan, Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, Abhishek Bachchan,
and others, reinforcing stronger protections against the unauthorised commercial use of their
names, images, and voice.
WhatAre Personality Rights?
Personality rights refer to an individual’s legal entitlement to control the commercial and public use
of their identity. They safeguard attributes that are uniquely linked to a person, such as their name,
image, likeness, voice, signature, or even trademark catchphrases, from being exploited without
consent.These rights are often broken into two branches — the Right of Publicity and the Right to
Privacy. The former protects against unauthorised commercial exploitation, such as using a
celebrity’s face in advertisements. On the other hand, the right to privacy guards against intrusion
into personal dignity, covering misuse through deepfakes, morphed images, fabricated
endorsements, or intimate doctored content.
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Red Gown Look At Kis Kis Ko Pyaar |
Karoon 2 Trailer Launch Is Unmissable

ﬁ yesha Khan, who first grabbed the spotlight with Bigg Boss 17, has been unstoppable ever since.
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From ruling Instagram to featuring in Dil Ko Rafu Kar Le, she’s now gearing up for her much-

awaited big-screen debut with the sequel of Kis Kis Ko Pyaar Karoon.At the trailer launch of the
Kapil Sharma starrer, Ayesha was spotted in a ravishing red gown featuring a plunging neckline. The
gown’s silhouette beautifully accentuated her body shape, making her stand out effortlessly. Her hair
was styled in soft curls, and she opted for a dewy makeup look.

In another paparazzi video, Ayesha was seen chatting with her co-star Parul Gulati, who also looked
stunning in a black cut-out
dress. Their warm
camaraderie was clearly
visible in the video.

Kis Kis Ko Pyaar Karoon 2
Trailer

The trailer for the sequel to the
2015 film has finally dropped,
promising yet another dose of
entertainment. This time too,
Kapil’s character finds himself
tangled in a hilariously chaotic
situation involving four wives,
setting the stage for a fun-
filled ride.Sharing the trailer
on Instagram, Kapil’s caption
read, “4 wives...! Don’t try this at home, this stunt is performed by our expert." The film is slated to
release on December 12.

A user commented on the trailer, “Looks very promising and very excited to watch the epic comedy."
Another wrote, “Comedy ka pitaara."Someone added, “Ghazab paaji, blockbuster hit!" An individual
remarked, “This actually looks good...2-3 jagah genuinely hasa."

Castand Crew Of The Film

The cast of the film includes Kapil Sharma, Ayesha Khan, Hira Warina, Parul Gulati, Tridha Choudhury,
Manjot Singh, Supr1ya Shukla, Smlta Jayakar, Akhilendra Mlshra V1p1n Kumar Sharma and Sushant

Ganesh Jain and Abbas Mustan. It will be interesting to see the comedy king return to the big screen
after ruling the digital space with his show, The Great Indian Kapil Show.

Smriti Mandhana Best Friend Radha
Yadav Unfollows Palash Muchhal As
Wedding Gets Postponed

-

alash Muchhal has been in the news ever since

his wedding with the cricket star Smriti

Mandhana was postponed. While both families
cited Smriti’s father’s sudden health scare as the
reason, several rumours of the music composer
allegedly cheating on the cricketer have also been
making headlines.

Amid all this, Smriti’s best friend and cricketer Radha
Yadav has also unfollowed Palash on
Instagram.While Palash still follows Radha on the
social media platform, the latter has unfollowed the
music composer.

This comes hours after several social media reports
claimed that Smriti has also unfollowed Palash on
Instagram. But it turned out to be false. Palash and
Smiriti still follow each other on the platform.

Palash Muchhal’s Cousin Defends Him

Earlier today, Palash’s cousin Neeti Tak also issued a
statement addressing the swirling rumours and
urging the public to refrain from making
assumptions about the singer’s character. Sharing a
gradient background post, she wrote: “Palaash is
going through a critical condition today, you all
should not judge Palaash as wrong without knowing
the truth... Technology today has come much ahead
of humans, that is why people should not judge
Palaash in the face of rumours. .. pray for him."

Why Is Palash’s Wedding With Smriti Postponed?

Palash and Smriti were set to tie the knot on November
23 in Smriti’s hometown of Sangli, Maharashtra.
However, their wedding has been postponed
indefinitely due to the cricketer’s father’s health.
According to reports, Shrinivas Mandhana began
experiencing chest discomfort on the morning of the
wedding and was immediately taken to Sarvhit
Hospital and Medical Research Centre. The family
decided to call off the celebrations as doctors
conducted tests and stabilised his condition.The
emotional strain extended to Palaash as well. His
mother told Hindustan Times that the singer shared a
very close bond with Smriti’s father, and the situation
deeply affected him. “He cried so much that his
health suddenly deteriorated.

Aneet Padda Recalls How She

Decided To Become An Actor: "My
Mom Kept Saymg...

neet Padda’s acting journey started long

before Saiyaara. She worked as a model in

her teens, appearing in several ads and
campaigns. Her acting debut came with a small
role in Kajol’s Salaam Venky in 2022, followed
by the Amazon Prime series Big Girls Don’t Cry
in 2024. She later featured in the show Yuva
Sapno Ka Safar before becoming a sensation
after Saiyaara. But do you know what convinced
Aneet to take up acting?

“As a kid, I was this oblivious child, always
daydreaming," Aneet Padda told Grazia India. “I
would memorise the poem and deliver it very
blandly, and my mom kept saying, ‘You just have
to understand what it means. Stop overthinking
and say itthe way you feel it.””’

Aneet followed her mother’s advice and won the
first prize in a poetry competition. “I remember
thinking, wow, that feels kind of nice. I wouldn’t
mind another one," she added. Soon after, she
started taking part in her school’s plays,
sometimes even portraying the role of a tree.

However, her teachers noticed her talent. “They
noticed the emotion I brought to poetry could
naturally translate to a performance," Aneet said.
Her principal told her, “You’re very good at this.
I don’t think you know." This was when Aneet
felt that she could take up acting professionally.

Aneet Padda has enjoyed a meteoric rise since

Saiyaara, but the sudden attention hasn’t been all
easy. The young actor, who is now gearing up for
Shakti Shalini, said she often feels overwhelmed
by the love and expectations coming her way.
She said, “I’'m very sensitive. I feel things
deeply.
So, the responsibility of love, that weight of
wanting to do right by the people who support
you, that can feel pressurising. It’s beautiful, but
sometimes, itisalot."

Aneet’s fan base has grown rapidly online, where
edits, reels and fan pages celebrate her
performances, especially her onscreen chemistry
with Saiyaara co-star Ahaan Panday. Talking
about the love she receives, she added, “I cry
once a week looking at the edits my fans make.
The effort, the love, I just hope I can do justice to
it."Aneet is now working on Shakti Shalini,
Maddock Films’upcoming horror comedy.
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Explain repeated failure over Deepam lig-
hting, asks Madras HC a state moves SC

New Delhi, Agency: he
Madras High Court on Friday
asked the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment again to explain its
repeated failure to permit the
lighting of the Karthigai

Deepam lamp atop the
Deepathoon, the ancient
stone lamp pillar on

Thiruparankundram hill in
Madurai district.

The Deepatohoon issue
has become contentious after
authorities refused permis-
sion for the lighting ceremony
despite successive high court
orders.

The development came on
a day when the Tamil Nadu
government also moved the
Supreme Court, mentioning
its special leave petition
before Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, seeking urgent
hearing of its challenge to the
High Court’s directions per-

Delhi’s air quality remains ‘very poor’; min

mitting devotees to light the
lamp.

The CJI asked the State to
get its plea numbered and
listed, after the petitioner’s
counsel accused the State of
“staging a drama” to signal to
the Madurai bench that the
matter had now reached the
apex court.

Back in the Madurai
bench, Justice GR
Swaminathan began hearing a
contempt petition against the
Madurai Collector, the City
Police Commissioner and the
Executive Officer of the
Arulmighu Subramania
Swamy Temple, after he was
informed that district author-
ities and local police had
blocked devotees from reach-
ing the hill on December 4,
despite his clear instructions
issued on December 1 and
reiterated over the following

%l 1,

days.

Advocate RM Arun
Swaminathan, appearing for
the petitioner devotees, told
the court that authorities had
“surrounded devotees”,
threatened arrests and
detained more than 300 peo-
ple in a marriage hall on
Thursday evening, just hours
after the court had directed

that the lamp be lit and that
adequate security arrange-
ments be provided.

“We went as per the court
order. The Deputy Commis
sioner violated it. They said
Section 144 is still in force and
that they will move the
Supreme Court,” he said,
accusing the State of being
“adamant” and of blatantly

refusing to follow the law. He
sought that the State Home
department also be made a
party to the proceedings.

Justice Swaminathan
declined to widen the scope of
the contempt plea but direct-
ed the State to file its report.
He also instructed the CISF
commandant—who had
accompanied the petitioners
on December 4 in compliance
with the High Court’s earlier
order—to file a detailed report
on how they were obstructed
from lighting the lamp.

Appearing for the State,
Additional Advocate General
J Ravindran, and senior advo-
cate Vikas Singh for the
Madurai police commission-
er, maintained that there was
no intention to disobey the
court, but said circumstances
on the ground made compli-
ance impossible.

Slngh said he was ready to
explain “why compliance was
not possible” and confirmed
that the State and the
Commissioner had
approached the Supreme
Court against the division
bench order that had upheld
Justice Swaminathan’s
December 1 direction.

Justice Swaminathan
adjourned the contempt pro-
ceedings to December 9.

The Deepathoon issue,
which began as a simple peti-
tion by a group of devotees
seeking permission to light
the Karthigai Deepam lamp,
has now escalated into a polit-
ical-religious flashpoint in
Tamil Nadu.

Justice Swaminathan per-
mitted devotees to light the
lamp on December 1, calling
the ritual an integral part of
Tamil culture.

Sudha Murty urges govt to set norms on por-
trayal of children on social media platforms

temp 4 degrees below normal at 5.6°C

New Delhi, Agency:
air quality remained “very
poor” on Friday, even as the
minimum temperature of
5.6°C was four degrees
below normal and the sea-
son’s lowest for a second
day.'

Isolated cold wave con-
ditions were expected to
persist in parts of northwest
India until December 5 due
to cold northwesterly winds
from snow-clad mountains
to the plains.

On Thursday, the mercu-
ry also dipped to 5.6°C and
6.4°C a day earlier. The
minimum temperature of
5.7°C on December 1 was
the coldest start to the
month since at least 2011.
By this time last year, the
lowest minimum had been
8°C on November 26. In
2023, it was 9.5°C on
November 29. In 2022, the
lowest minimum tempera-

ture until December 5 was
7.6°C (December 5).
Private forecaster
Skymet Weather vice presi-
dent Mahesh Palawat said
strong cold northwesterly
winds are impacting the

plains, including Delhi-
National Capital Region.
“These strong winds are
also impacting AQI [Air
Quality Index] to an extent,
not letting it rise rapidly,”
he said. An AQI of 323 (very

poor) was recorded at 8am
on Friday, compared to 304
(very poor) at 4pm on
Thursday. The AQI was
expected to stay in the “very
poor” range until at least
December 7.

New Delhi, Agency: Rajya
Sabha Nominated MP Sudha
Murty on Friday urged the gov-
ernment to set norms on the
portrayal of children on social
media platforms, as it is essen-
tial to inculcate a good value sys-
tem among the younger genera-
tion.

Raising the issue during the
Zero Hour, she expressed seri-
ous concern about how children
are being depicted on social
media, and cited regulations on
the portrayal of children from
several advanced countries like
France.

"Children are our future, and
we should develop our children
in a good value system, good
education, sports and many
other activities," Murty said. She
stated that social media has now
become very popular and there
are many advantages, but there
are also flip sides to it.

Many parents expose their
innocent children on social
media platforms, she said.

"...they are exposed to differ-
ent types of costumes, dress,

commercialisation, and put
them on social media so that
they can have 10,000, 1 million
and half a million followers. This
will help them (parents) finan-
cially a lot, I am aware of it, but
what happens to the child?" she
asked.

Murty said the children
become a source of income to
parents, but it affects the child's
psychology in the long term.

"The child will lose inno-
cence. The child does not give
permission because the child is
not aware of it. It will affect the
children's psychology. They will
not learn how to do any social
activity, or sports, or even
receive a good education,” she
observed.

Murty requested the Central
Government to regulate this.

She noted that the govern-
ment has done fantastic work in
regulating the portrayal of chil-
dren in advertisements and the
film industry."You are regulat-
ing in the advertisement, chil-
dren's advertisement, children
working or acting in a film.

Over 17 lakh dead voters found on elec- DG CA withdraws new pllOt rest nor-

toral rolls in GuJarat durlng SIR

ﬂ"

| ¥

from

roster

received fication.

various
regarding the need to
ensure continuity and sta-
bility of operations...the
instruction contained in the
referenced paragraph that
no leave shall be substituted
for weekly rest is hereby
withdrawn with immediate
effect,” DGCA said in a noti-

airlines

ms after IndiGo cancellatlon chaos

New Delhi, Agency:
Following the chaos caused
by Indio flight cancellations
at various airports, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) withdrew
the new weekly
norms on Friday.

“In view of the ongoing
operational disruptions and
representations

Probe ordered into leak of exphclt CCTV v1de0f0m Kerala theatre

New Delhi, Agency: The
ongoing  Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the electoral
rolls in Gujarat has revealed that
more than 17 lakh deceased voters
were still included in the existing
voter list across the state, a
release by the office of the Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) has stat-
ed.

According to the release issued
on Thursday, the SIR exercise
started in Gujarat on November 4
with booth-level officers (BLOs)
distributing enumeration forms
in their designated areas.

The campaign will continue till
December 11.

"In the last one month, enu-
meration forms have been distrib-
uted to more than five crore vot-
ers registered in the 2025 elec-
toral roll. In most of the 33 dis-
tricts, 100 per cent of the distribu-
tion has been completed. Work on
digitising the returned forms is
currently underway. So far, the
digitisation work has been com-

e @ & D

pleted in 12 out of 182 assembly
constituencies," it said.These
include Dhanera and Tharad of
Banaskantha district, Limkheda
and Dahod (ST) of Dahod district,
Bayad of Aravalli district, Dhoraji,
Jasdan and Gondal of Rajkot dis-
trict, Keshod of Junagadh district,
Mehmadabad of Kheda district,
Khambhat of Anand district and
Jalalpore of Navsari district.Dang
district is at the forefront in this
work with 94.35 per cent digitisa-
tion of the counting forms, said
the release."During this exercise,
it was revealed that 17 lakh
deceased voters were still includ-
ed in the electoral roll across the
state. More than 6.14 lakh voters
were found absent from their
addresses. It has been noticed
that more than 30 lakh voters
have permanently migrated," the
release said.BLOs found more
than 3.25 lakh voters in the
"repeated" category, which means
that their names figured at more
than one place, the release stated.

New Delhi, Agency: The Kerala
State Film Development Corporation
(KSFDC) has begun an internal
inquiry after CCTV visuals of one of its
theatres in Thiruvananthapuram city
were seen circulating on porn web-
sites and Telegram channels.

The visuals, dating back to 2023,
are from the inside of the Kairali-
Sree-Nila theatres, managed by
KSFDC, in the heart of
Thiruvananthapuram city. The three
theatres are located within a simple
compound in the Thampanoor neigh-
bourhood. Purportedly, the visuals
contain intimate scenes of couples
inside the theatres.

Priyadarshan PS, managing direc-
tor, KSFDC, said the film body has
taken the issue seriously. Private fore-
caster Skymet Weather vice president
Mahesh Palawat said strong cold
northwesterly winds are impacting
the plains, including Delhi-National
Capital Region. “These strong winds
are also impacting AQI [Air Quality
Index] to an extent, not letting it rise
“We have been able to identify

thatIsolated cold wave conditions
were expected to persist in parts of
northwest India until visuals (cur-
rently leaked) are dated December 10,
2023. There are multiple ways by
which the CCTV footage may have got
out. One, it could be through the cloud
system holding the visuals (where
someone deliberately leaked it). Or
else, it could be a case of hacking. We
are exploring all angles,”
Priyadarshan told local media.

“Visuals similarly from some pri-
vate theatres have also leaked this
way. But I don’t know whether they
are taking it seriously. Anyway, we are
trying to ascertain how it happened. A
report will be submitted in 10 days
based on the internal probe,” he
added.

While the KSDFC claimed that the
Cyber Cell of the Kerala Police is also
investigating the issue, an officer
denied it. “The KSDFC asked for some
information on the issue which we
gave. But no case has been registered
yet,” the officer said.
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¥ Srinagar, Agency:
the summer capital of
Jammu & Kashmir, is
one of India's most
culturally rich hill
stations. Surrounded
by lakes, mountains,
and Mughal gardens,
Mits culture reflects
centuries of art, poet-
= 'y, crafts, and harmo-
nious living. The
essence of Srinagar's
g cultural identity is
known as
& Kashmiriyat-a philos-
ophy of peace, hospi-
tality, and communal
harmony.

Festivals in
Srinagar showcase its
spiritual  diversity.
Eid-ul-Fitr, Eid-ul-
Adha, and Shab-e-
Barat are celebrated

RANCHI | 06 December 2025 1 2

by Muslims with
prayers and feasts.
The Hindu communi-
ty observes Herath,
the Kashmiri version
of Shivratri. Cultural
festivals like the
Tulip Festival and
Shikara Festival high-
light the beauty and
traditions of the
region.

Srinagar is world-
famous for Wazwan,
a traditional multi-
course feast prepared
especially during
weddings and cele-
brations. Dishes such
as Rogan  josh,
Yakhni, Gushtaba,
and Dum aloo show-
case the richness of
Kashmiri cuisine. Tea
culture is also signifi-

cant, with Kahwa and
Noon Chai served
throughout the day.
Handicrafts are
the pride of Srinagar.
Local artisans create
exquisite Pashmina
shawls, silk carpets,
papier-maché items,
and walnut wood
carvings. These crafts

have been passed
down for generations
and represent

Kashmiri artistry.
Music and poetry
form another impor-
tant cultural pillar.
Traditional Sufiana
music, played on
instruments like the
santoor and rabab,
creates a serene and
spiritual atmosphere.
The poetry of Lal Ded

,{CULTURE OF SRINAGAR - THE HEART OF KASHMIR

and Habba Khatoon
reflects the deep
emotional and philo-
sophical heritage of
Kashmir.

Houseboat culture
on Dal Lake adds

another unique
dimension to
Srinagar's lifestyle.
These intricately
carved wooden
houseboats, along
with colourful

shikaras, reflect cen-
turies of tradition
and craftsmanship.

Srinagar's culture
is a vibrant mix of
nature, artistry, hos-
pitality, and spiritual
richness, making it
one of the most
enchanting hill sta-
tions in India.

CULTURE OF SHIMLA -
THE QUEEN OF HILLS

CULTURE OF DARJEELING - THE MINT HIMALAYAN MOSAIC

Agency:

foothills of the Eastern
Himalayas, is famous for its
tea, mountains, and multi-
cultural identity. The culture
of Darjeeling is shaped by the
harmonious coexistence of
Nepali, Tibetan, Lepcha, and
Bengali communities, mak-
ing it one of the most cultur-
ally diverse hill stations in
India.

The major cultural influ-
ence in Darjeeling comes
from the Gorkha community,
which includes various eth-
nic groups such as Rai,
Limbu, Tamang, and

Gurung. Their traditions,
languages, and festivals are
deeply rooted in the region.
Festivals like Dasain, Tihar,
Losar, and Buddha Jayanti
are celebrated with music,
dance, and family gatherings.
The town also hosts the
Darjeeling Carnival, a mod-
ern festival that promotes
music, art, and local talent.
Darjeeling's cuisine
reflects a mix of Himalayan
and Nepali flavours. Popular
dishes include momos, thuk-
pa, sel roti, gundruk, and
spicy aloo dum, which is a
favourite street food. Tea
plays a central role in daily

, T
-—‘-

life, and the region's world-
famous Darjeeling tea is
known for its unique aroma
and taste. Tea estates are not
just workplaces but cultural
hubs, where generations of
families have lived, worked,
and preserved their tradi-
tions.

The artistic heritage of
DarJeehng is seen in its
music and dance. Traditional
Nepali dance forms such as
Maruni, Tamang Selo, and
Dhan Naach are performed
during festivals and wed-
dings. Tibetan communities
perform masked dances in
monasteries during Losar,

Ooty,

B

-‘

‘ CULTURE 0

| Agency
Udhagamandalam, is the cultural heart
of the Nilgiri Hills in Tamil Nadu. Its
“culture is shaped by indigenous tribal
groups, colonial heritage, and planta-
tion life. The tribes of the Nilgiris-Toda,
Badaga, Kota, and Kurumba-are the
.,guardians of Ooty's traditional identity.
The Toda tribe is especially famous
=0 for its distinctive lifestyle. Toda people
i=wear beautifully embroidered shawls
Ak with red and black geometric patterns
~«and live in barrel-shaped huts known as
ﬂmunds Their pastoral culture revolves

creating a spiritual and
colourful atmosphere.
Darjeeling's architecture
and lifestyle also reflect its
colonial past. The Toy Train,
Chowrasta, and old churches
are reminders of British

influence. Meanwhile,
bustling bazaars sell
Himalayan handicrafts,

woollen clothes, and Tibetan
artefacts.

Overall, Darjeeling's cul-
ture is a harmonious blend of
spiritual traditions, modern
music, mountain lifestyle,
and the warm hospitality of
its people.

A
"
]

FOOTY- THE LAND

around sacred dairy practlces The
Badaga community, the largest in the
region, has its own language, folk songs,
and unique festivals like Hethai Habba.

Ooty's colonial past is reflected in its
architecture and institutions. Buildings
like St. Stephen's Church, the Ooty
Club, and the Botanical Garden still
carry the British legacy. The Nilgiri
Mountain Railway, a UNESCO World
Heritage site, remains an iconic cultural
symbol. Festivals in Ooty highlight its
cultural richness. The Tea and Tourism
Festival celebrates the region's tea her-

Shimla, Agency: the capital

of Himachal Pradesh, is known
not only for its scenic beauty but
also for its rich cultural heritage.
The culture of Shimla is a fascinat-
ing blend of traditional Himachali
customs and the lasting influence
of the British era. Nestled at 2,200
meters, this charming hill station
showcases a lifestyle that is sim-
ple, vibrant, and deeply connected
to the mountains.

One of the most beautiful ele-
ments of Shimla's culture is its fes-
tivals. The Shimla Summer
Festival, held every June, is a cele-
bration of art, music, dance, and
local crafts. The entire Ridge
comes alive with Himachali folk
songs, dance performances, and
food stalls. Another major tradi-
tional fair is the Lavi Fair, which is
over 300 years old and symbolizes
historical trade ties between India
and Tibet. People from Kinnaur,
Spiti, and neighbouring regions
gather to sell wool, dry fruits,
spices, and handicrafts.

Shimla's cuisine reflects the
warmth of mountain hospitality.
Dishes like Siddu, Chha Gosht,
Madra, and Dham offer a taste of
authentic Himachali flavours.
Most dishes use ghee, curd, and
local spices to help people stay
warm during cold winters. On fes-
tive occasions, families prepare a
grand meal called Dham, served

OF THE NILGIRI TRIBES

on leaf plates during traditional
gatherings.

Art and handicrafts form
another significant part of
Shimla's cultural identity.
Woollen shawls, Pahari caps,
wooden carvings, and handmade
jewellery reflect the craftsmanship
passed down through generations.
Markets like Lakkar Bazaar and
Mall Road are popular places
where local artisans showcase
their work.

The architecture of Shimla tells
a unique story as well. Colonial-
era buildings such as the Viceregal
Lodge, Gaiety Theatre, and Christ
Church continue to stand as
reminders of British heritage.
These structures blend Victorian
architectural styles with stunning
Himalayan landscapes, giving
Shimla a distinctive old-world
charm.

Folk music and dance also play
an important role in Shimla's cul-
tural life. Traditional dance forms
like Nati, Kulluvi, and Kangri
dances are performed during wed-
dings and festivals, representing
unity, joy, and community bond-
ing.

Overall, the culture of Shimla is
a mix of tradition, warmth, sim-
plicity, and history. It reflects the
spirit of the Himalayan people-
peaceful, welcoming, and deeply
connected to nature.

itage, while the Flower Show displays
beautiful native and exotic flowers.
Tribal cultural showcases, dance per-
formances, and craft exhibitions add to
Ooty's charm.

Culinary traditions in Ooty combine
tribal, Tamil, and colonial influences.
Millet-based dishes, dairy products, and
local delicacies like Ooty.

chocolates, ragi dosa, and pepper
chicken are popular. Tea plantations
also shape local life, with workers fol-
lowing generations-old routines, songs,
and community customs.
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