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Indonesia floods, landslides
leave 303 dead, 279
missing; Sumatra hardest hit

WORLD. (Agency)

A total of 303 people died and 279 remain missing after
flash floods and landslides struck three provinces in
Indonesia's Sumatra region, the country's National
Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) said on
Saturday.Heavy monsoon rains have submerged
entire communities, forcing tens of thousands to
evacuate and leaving residents stranded as access to
many areas remains cut off.

BNPB Chief Suharyanto told a press conference that
North Sumatra suffered the highest number of
casualties, with 166 deaths and 143 people still
unaccounted for. In West Sumatra, 90 people were
confirmed dead and 85 missing, while in Aceh, 47
fatalities were recorded and 51 people remained
missing.He chaired a coordination meeting with
BNPB units deployed in the three hardest-hit
provinces, emphasising that operations must be
intensified as weather conditions in the affected areas

begin to improve.He noted that the agency is
prioritising three urgent tasks: conducting search and
rescue operations for those still missing, restoring
disrupted communication access, and ensuring the
swift delivery of logistics to affected residents.

Former Bungludesh PM
Khaleda Zia's health
condition critical: Senior
party leader

DHAKA . (Agency)

The health condition of Bangladesh's critically ill
former premier Khaleda Zia is "still unchanged", a
senior leader of her party has said.

Zia, the 80-year-old Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) chairperson, was admitted to a private
hospital on November 23 when she developed a
chest infection that affected both her heart and lungs.
Four days later, the three-time prime minister was
shifted to the coronary care unit after several of her
health complications worsened.

BNP Senior Joint Secretary General Ruhul Kabir
Rizvi on Sunday said Zia's physical condition
remained unchanged."From the doctors, we heard
that her condition has not deteriorated. We also did
not get any news that her physical condition has
improved much," he was quoted as saying by The
Daily Star newspaper.Rizvi said there has not been
any advice yet about taking Zia abroad for treatment.

On Saturday, BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir said that physicians said she may
require treatment abroad, but her current physical
condition does not permit overseas travel.

The BNP had on Friday said her condition is very
critical and sought people to keep her in their prayers.

Zia, the wife of slain Bangladesh president Ziaur
Rahman, has been suffering from multiple other
health complications, including liver and kidney
issues, diabetes, arthritis, and eye-related illnesses.

Earlier in the year, Zia returned to the country from
London on May 6 after spending four months for
advanced medical treatment.

Kazakhstan condemns
Ukraine for attacking assets
that handle over 1% of
global oil

World. (Agency)

Kazakhstan on Sunday told Ukraine to immediately
stop drone strikes on the Caspian Pipeline
Consortium’s (CPC) Black Sea terminal, warning
that repeated attacks on the critical oil facility had
disrupted global supplies.

The appeal came after a major Ukrainian naval drone
attack forced the CPC to suspend operations at its
Novorossiysk terminal, which handles more than 1
per cent of the world’s o0il.The CPC -- whose
shareholders include Russia, Kazakhstan, Chevron,
Lukoil and ExxonMobil -- said a key loading buoy
was "significantly damaged" in a November 29
strike, forcing the withdrawal of tankers and a halt in
all loading operations.The pipeline system exports
roughly 80 per cent of Kazakhstan’s oil and carried
68.6 million tonnes last year, making it one of the
most important arteries of energy supply in the
region.

KAZAKHSTAN PROTESTS
ATTACK

Kazakhstan’s foreign ministry condemned the strike,
calling it the third series of attacks this year on what it
described as "an exclusively civilian facility whose
operation is safeguarded by norms of international
law"."Kazakhstan expresses its protest over yet
another deliberate attack on the critical infrastructure
of the international Caspian Pipeline Consortium in
the waters of the Port of Novorossiysk," the ministry
said.We view what has occurred as an action
harming the bilateral relations of the Republic of
Kazakhstan and Ukraine, and we expect the
Ukrainian side to take effective measures to prevent
similar incidents in the future," it added.The CPC
said the damaged Single-Point Mooring 2 -- a
floating terminal used to load oil onto tankers --
could not continue functioning. "Further operation
of Single Point Mooring 2 is not possible," the
operator said, confirming a complete suspension of
loading.

DELIBERATE

How trade war with poor
Afghanistan is bleeding Pakistan

WORLD. (Agency)

Pakistan's DG ISPR, Lieutenant General
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry's statement
warning Afghanistan—"blood and
business cannot go together"—now seems
to have backfired and is hurting Islamabad
itself. With bilateral relations between the
two neighbours sinking to their lowest
point, following the brief border clash and
the mass expulsion of Afghan nationals
during harsh winter months, the trade war
between Pakistan and Afghanistan has
erupted, and its effects are falling
disproportionately on Pakistan.Since the
closure of border trade points on October
11, Afghanistan has quickly adapted by
redirecting commerce through Iran, India,
and the Central Asian republics. Pakistan,
however, has taken a severe hit. The halt in
cross-border trade is dealing a heavy blow
to Pakistan's already fragile economy. It is
undermining its trade, manufacturing, and
export sectors, according to several reports,
including one in Dawn, the Karachi-based
English daily.

Pakistan's Pathan-dominated Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa erupted in outrage over the
trade closure, with manufacturers and
traders demanding the immediate lifting of
the ban.Just last week, a group of
Pakistani businessmen rushed to
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman,
pleading with him to intervene
and help restore trade with
Afghanistan. They said they had
already lost trillions of rupees
because of the 45-day closure of
the Durand Line crossings,
reported the Kabul-based Ariana
News Network.A Pakistan-
based journalist, writing for
Japan's Nikkei Asia, reported
that Pakistan's trade war with
Afghanistan has now "boomeranged" back
onto its own economy.

The standoff hasn't just frozen two-way trade.
It has triggered shortages, price spikes, and
production disruptions for Pakistani
industries across major ones that depend on

Afghanistan for both imports and exports.
Not just on the ground, even online, social
media is flooded with debates and verbal
spats among citizens,

civil society

oS

members, and other stakeholders. Some
Afghans are sharing videos of Pakistani
mandis, showing piles of produce lying
unsold with no buyers in sight. Meanwhile,
Pakistan's Foreign Minister and Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar said that the
United Nations has urged Islamabad to

reconsider its decision to close trade routes
with Afghanistan, reported Tolo News. Dar
added that he would discuss the matter with
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Army
Chief Asim Munir.Notably,
Afghanistan ranks among the world's
poorest countries, with a projected
GDP per capita of just $434, which is
lower than many African nations
such as Burundi and Somalia.
According to the United Nations
Development Programme's 2025
Global Multidimensional Poverty
Index, more than 64% of
Afghanistan's population lives in
poverty.Afghanistan's economy is in
shambles, but the Taliban regime is
attempting to rebuild it by
diversifying trade. This effort was evident
in two back-to-back Afghan delegations
that visited India recently, including
Afghanistan's Minister of Industry and
Commerce, Alhaj Nooruddin Azizi. The
Taliban regime is also working to open
trade channels with Turkey.

Mild earthquake of ma;

TIBET. . (Agency)

An earthquake of magnitude 3.3 struck
Tibet in the early hours of Monday, as
reported by the National Centre for
Seismology (NCS).The 3.3 magnitude
earthquake struck Tibet at a depth of 50
kilometres.In a post on, the NCS said,
"EQ of M: 3.3, On: 01/12/2025
03:52:31 IST, Lat: 29.77 N, Long:
89.32 E, Depth: 50 Km, Location:
Tibet."An earthquake of magnitude
3.0 struck Tibet in the early hours of
Sunday.Earlier in November, an
earthquake of magnitude 3.8 struck
Tibet.Sharing the details in a post on X,
the NCS said, "EQ of M: 3.8, On:
11/11/2025 04:14:18 IST, Lat: 28.55N,
Long: 86.90 E, Depth: 10 Km,
Location: Tibet."Shallow earthquakes
are generally more dangerous than
deep earthquakes. This is because the
seismic waves from shallow
earthquakes have a shorter distance to
travel to the surface, resulting in
stronger ground shaking and
potentially more damage to structures
and greater casualties.

Lelensky meets Macron to shore up
support for Ukraine as Trump optimistic

«1he diplomatic flurry after
nearly four years of conflict
comes as Kyiv battles
military pressure and reels
from a domestic corruption
scandal that forced Zelensky
to remove his close aide and

top negotiator.

PARIS.(Agency)
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky meets French counterpart
Emmanuel Macron in Paris on
Monday, seeking to shore up European
support as US President Donald Trump
expressed optimism of a deal to end
Russia's war in Ukraine.

US and Ukrainian negotiators held hours
of what both sides called "productive"
talks in Florida on Sunday on a plan
Washington wants to form the basis of

The Tibetan Plateau is known for its
seismic activity due to tectonic plate
collisions.Tibet and Nepal lie on a
major geological fault line where the
Indian tectonic plate pushes up into the

snitude 3.3 strikes Tibet

the plateau is associated with strike-
slip and normal mechanisms. The
plateau extends east-west, as
evidenced by north-south-striking
grabens, strike-slip faulting, and GPS
data.In the northern region,
strike-slip faulting constitutes the
dominant style of tectonics, while
in the south, the dominant
tectonic domain is east-west

Eurasian plate, and earthquakes are a
regular occurrence as a result of it. The
region is seismically active due to
tectonic uplifts that can grow strong
enough to change the heights of the
Himalayas' peaks.The Tibetan Plateau
attains its high elevation due to crustal
thickening caused by the collision of
the Indian and Eurasian plates, which
created the Himalayas. Faulting within

a peace deal between Russia and
Ukraine.The diplomatic flurry after
nearly four years of conflict comes as
Kyiv battles military pressure and reels
from a domestic corruption scandal
that forced Zelensky to remove his
close aide and top negotiator.The
Ukrainian leader has been a regular
visitor to Paris since Russia launched

its full-scale invasion in February 2022.

French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel
Barrot said in comments to the La
Tribune Dimanche newspaper on
Sunday that the meeting aimed "to
move the negotiations forward".

"Peace is within reach, if (Russian
President) Vladimir Putin abandons
his delusional hope of reconstituting
the Soviet empire by first subjugating
Ukraine," he added.Washington put
forward an initial 28-point proposal to
halt the war, drafted without input from
Ukraine's European allies and
regarded as too close a reflection of
Moscow's maximalist demands on

extension on north-south trending
normal faults.

Seven north-south trending rifts and
normal faults were first
discovered in southern Tibet
during the late 1970s and early
1980s using satellite imagery.
They began formation when extension
occurred some 4 to 8 million years ago.

The largest earthquakes in Tibet, with
magnitudes of 8.0 or similar, occur
along strike-slip faults. Normal
faulting earthquakes are smaller in
magnitude; in 2008, five normal
faulting earthquakes with magnitudes
of 59 to 7.1 occurred in various
locations across the plateau.

Ukrainian territory.It would have seen
Kyiv withdraw from its eastern
Donetsk region and the United States
de facto recognise the Donetsk,
Crimea and Lugansk regions as
Russian.After talks in Geneva just
over a week ago, the United States
updated the original blueprint
following criticism from Kyiv and
Europe, but the current contents
remain unclear.

'Ukraine's sovereignty'

Trump's envoy Steve Witkoff is due in
Moscow for follow-up talks and is
expected to discuss Ukraine with Putin
on Tuesday.The Florida talk were
described by both Ukrainian and
American negotiators as "productive,"
but US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
said more work was required and a
source in Kyiv's delegation called the
talks "not easy". Trump was optimistic,
however, telling reporters aboard Air
Force One: "I think that there's a good
chance we can make a deal.

Trump defends asylum freeze,
claims Biden and Harris
screwed US

TEGUCIGALPA . (Agency)

After ordering a sweeping freeze on asylum processing,
US President Donald Trump on Sunday defended the
move after the arrest of an Afghan immigrant accused
of killing a National Guard member near the White
House, saying the United States "has enough

problems" and may bar asylum for some nations "for a
long time".The president's comments marks latest
escalation in his immigration stance following
Wednesday's attack that killed Specialist Sarah
Beckstrom and critically wounded Staff Sergeant
Andrew Wolfe -- an incident now driving one of the

most aggressive tightening of vetting rules since
Trump returned to office.Speaking to reporters aboard
Air Force One, Trump signalled that more restrictions
are coming."No time limit, but it could be a long time,"
he said, when asked how long the United States might
pause asylum admissions for certain nations.

"We have enough problems. We don't want those
people," he added.The administration has also
suspended all asylum processing in the aftermath of
the shooting.

TRUMP SAYS BIDEN, HARRIS SCREWED US

Amid the ongoing crackdown, Trump renewed his
attack on the previous Joe Biden
administration."Crooked Joe Biden, Mayorkas, and
so-called 'Border Czar' Kamala Harris really screwed
our Country by letting anyone and everyone come in
totally unchecked and unvetted," he wrote on Truth
Social. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
supported Trump's remarks, calling Biden-era vetting
practices "an act of national self-sabotage" and saying
the suspect "should never have been in this
country."DHS has frozen all immigration requests
from Afghan nationals "indefinitely" pending a full
review of vetting protocols.

Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem also blamed
the prior administration."This individual's application
to be in this country started under the Joe Biden
administration," Noem said.

Can anti-India lawmaker llhan Omar be
deported from US amid fraud claims

Allegations that

World. (Agency)

Somalia-born US
Representative Ilhan Omar, Democratic
congresswoman from Minnesota,
committed marriage and immigration
fraud to secure American citizenship have
resurfaced, and this time, the MAGA
crowd is calling for her denaturalisation
and deportation. The claims, which first
emerged in 2016, revolve around her
marriage in 2009 to Ahmed Nur Said Elmi,
who critics allege is her brother.The
allegations were back in the spotlight days
after US President Donald Trump raked up
Omar's immigration background last week.
Trump also alleged that Ilhan Omar came
to America illegally by marrying her
brother. The US President floated the
conspiracy theory as he renewed his
hardline immigration rhetoric after an
Afghan national shot two National Guard
soldiers near the White House.The
allegations went viral with images of
Omar's marriage records being circulated
on X, and called for immediate action by

the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS).Notably, Omar has faced criticism
for her anti-India foreign policy stance in
the past. In 2022, she visited Pakistan-
Occupied-Kashmir and met local leaders.
New Delhi condemned her four-day visit
to POK, during which she had accused
India of human rights violations in
Kashmir and co-sponsored resolutions
critical of the Indian government towards
religious minorities.Now, as the row over
her marriage escalates, the question is, can
an elected representative, and a
naturalised citizen, be deported from the
Us?

MAGA ACCOUNTS ARE POSTING
'EVIDENCE' OF FRAUD

Dozens of people shared "evidence" on
social media, alleging that Omar has
committed fraud.A post by
(@ChicagolRay, which was reposted over
12,000 times and garnered over 3.46 lakh
views, said, "Evidence shows IlThan Omar
married her brother - Ahmed Nur Said Elmi
she helped him gain citizenship, that's a

® @ @«

crime." Another user, @SaltyGoatl7,

whose post was also widely shared, said,
"[lhan Omar DID marry her brother Should

she be de-naturalised and deported back to
Somalia?Similar posts by many such users
got hundreds of thousands of engagements,
with many quoting Elon Musk's recent
statement that any violation of the
citizenship oath should lead to deportation.

The allegations date back to an anonymous

2016 post on a Somali-American forum
and were amplified during Omar's 2018

B T S T S I e @

Proceedings are civil,

congressional campaign.Investigations by
the Minnesota Star Tribune newspaper,
Alpha News, and others did point to her
overlapping marriages but
produced no definitive proof of
fraud or familial relations.The
FBI reviewed tips in 2019-2020,
and the House Ethics Committee
examined the matter in 2020; and
both processes closed without
charges against Ilhan Omar.Omar
has, over the years, described the
claims as baseless, Islamophobic,
and politically motivated. CAN
ILHAN OMAR, A
NATURALISED US CITIZEN,
BE DEPORTED?

Under US law, naturalised citizens can lose

citizenship through denaturalisation if it is
proven they procured it by concealment of a
material fact or wilful misrepresentation.
initiated by the
Department of Justice in federal court, and
require clear, unequivocal, and convincing
evidence.



TheResearchers’

2

RANCHI | 02 December 2025

Optimising Pacemaker Battery Life With Smarter

Prediction and Personalised Settings

RNS: A European team of
scientists has developed a
new modelling tool that
could significantly extend
pacemaker battery life by an-
alysing and disabling unnec-
essary device functions based
on individual patient needs.

The research — conducted
by experts at the University
of Leeds, Université Greno-
ble Alpes, and the University
Hospital of Grenoble-Alpes
— examines how different
pacemaker features consume
power, offering clinicians a
way to fine-tune device set-
tings for maximum longevity.
Pacemakers typically last
seven to 14 years depending
on how intensively their fea-
tures are used. By switching
off functions not required
by a specific patient, the new
system could add several ex-
tra years to battery life, re-
ducing the need for replace-
ment procedures and easing
financial costs on healthcare

systems, including the UK’s
NHS.

“This represents an initial
step toward enabling clini-
cians to select the most ap-
propriate  pacemaker and
optimise its settings to deliver
the required performance
and battery longevity for
each patient,” said Dr. Klaus

OPTIMISING PACEMAKER
BATTERY LIFE

Witte of the University of

Features

Settings

Leeds School of Medicine.
The study, published in PLOS
One under the title “Cardiac
implantable electronic devic-
es’ longevity: A novel model-
ling tool for estimation and
comparison,” is openly acces-
sible, allowing cardiologists
worldwide to use the tool for
clinical decision-making.

Dr. Witte, who is also Con-

® Improved Prediction
Algorithm

@ Selectively Disabling

@ Personalised

sultant Cardiologist at Leeds
Teaching Hospitals NHS
Trust, emphasised the broad-
er benefits of the tool: “Ide-
ally, it will delay—or poten-
tially eliminate—the need for
battery replacements, ben-
efiting patients, the NHS and
society more broadly”

Professor Pascal Defaye of
Université Grenoble Alpes

noted that the model draws
on real-world clinical data
and enables direct compari-
son across device types and
manufacturers — a first for
this field.

How the research was con-
ducted

The team assessed battery
usage from manufacturer
manuals, created computer
simulations to evaluate en-
ergy consumption under
different settings, and veri-
fied their findings using real
patient data. The results in-
dicate which functions are
most power-intensive, how
settings affect longevity, and
how many additional years
can be gained by disabling
certain features.

A step toward personalised
cardiac care

Currently, pacemaker selec-
tion and configuration are
largely guided by manu-
facturer recommendations
— often without complete

clarity on lifespan implica-
tions. With the new model,
clinicians and patients can
jointly decide which func-
tions are medically necessary
and which are optional.

“We often don’t know exactly
how different options affect
battery lifeY Dr. Witte ex-
plained. “Choosing features
is similar to selecting options
on a car — some are essential,
some are conveniences, and
all come with trade-offs”

The project involved collabo-
ration with French research-
ers Pascal Defaye, Serge
Boveda of Clinique Pasteur,
and Jean-Renaud Billuart
from industry partner Mi-
croport.

Experts believe this approach
could reshape pacemaker
management by  deliver-
ing longer-lasting devices,
reducing surgical interven-
tions, and promoting better
patient-specific cardiac care.

II'T-ISM Turns 100:
Gautam Adani to Lead IIT Dhanbad’s
Historic 100th Foundation Day

Dhanbad: IIT-ISM Dhanbad has kicked off its Centenary
Foundation Week with a forward-looking, innovation-driven
celebration of'its 100-year journey — culminating on Decem-
ber 9 with Gautam Adani delivering the prestigious Founda-
tion Day address.

Founded in 1926 on the model of London’s Royal School of
Mines, the institute has grown from a mining academy into a
national tech powerhouse leading advancements in A, energy
research, geosciences, robotics, and emerging technologies.
The week opened with Dr. PK. Mishra, Principal Secretary
to the PM, as chief guest, setting the tone for high-level par-
ticipation from DRDO, mining & energy majors, government
leaders, and global technology representatives.

A major highlight is the launch of the Knowledge—Science
Campus, offering live glimpses into tomorrow’s tech — in-
cluding 3D metaverse mining, next-gen seismology, Al-driv-
en digital twins, robotics solutions, and clean energy models.
The celebrations also feature expert forums on Developed In-
dia @ 2047, workshops on critical minerals and sustainable
energy, student robotics challenges, a heritage exhibition, cul-
tural evenings, and a grand drone show to close the century
and open a new one.

As IIT-ISM steps into its next 100 years, it positions itself
firmly as a driver of national growth in critical resources, fu-
turistic mining, frontier sciences, and high-impact technologi-
cal innovation.

NUSRL Ranchi Hosts National Meet on
Tobacco & Nicotine Control

Ranchi: The National University of Study and Research in
Law (NUSRL), Ranchi, hosted a National Consultation on
“Protection from Emerging Tobacco and Nicotine Products,”
bringing together public health experts, policymakers, and
legal scholars. Jharkhand Health Minister Dr. Irfan Ansari at-
tended as Chief Guest.

The consultation aimed to raise youth awareness on health
risks linked to tobacco and nicotine, reinforce law enforce-
ment capacity for the Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes Act,
2019, and examine international regulatory trends, including
policies on products like nicotine pouches.

In his keynote remarks, Dr. Ansari stressed that while laws ex-
ist, effective implementation remains critical. He urged future
lawyers and judges to uphold public welfare through respon-
sible decision-making and inter-branch cooperation between
the legislature, judiciary, and executive.

Puppy in Parliament Sparks War of Words as Renuka
Chowdhury’s Remark Riles BJP

New Delhi: The Congress
on Monday landed in an
unexpected storm after
party MP Renuka Chowd-
hury arrived at Parliament
carrying a rescued puppy
— and then delivered a
barbed remark that trig-
gered a fierce BJP back-
lash.

Chowdhury, a Congress
Rajya Sabha MP, briefly
walked into the Win-
ter Session with the pup,
explaining that she had
picked it up near an ac-
cident site to save it from
being “What
protocol? Is there any law
against saving a life?” she
asked reporters. “I saw the
puppy, feared it would die,
so I brought it here and
sent it home afterward.”
But it was her next remark
that ignited outrage:
“Those who bite are inside
Parliament.”

The BJP slammed the com-
ment as a direct insult to
lawmakers and the dignity
of Parliament. BJP spokes-

run over.

person Shehzad Poonawa-
la accused Chowdhury of
theatrics and disrespect.
“Renuka Chowdhury has
insulted Parliament and
its members. She brings a
dog to Parliament and then
says those who bite are in-
side — implying MPs and
staff. This isn’t accidental,
this is drama,” Poonawala
said, adding that the in-
cident reflected the Con-
gress’s “penchant for dis-
ruption over productive
debate.”

He further alleged that
such behaviour “exposes
the true face of the Con-
gress,” which he accused of
undermining institutions
and favouring dynasty
over democracy. “This is
an insult to Ambedkar’s
Constitution. The Con-
gress should apologise,” he
demanded.

Chowdhury remained un-
apologetic, asserting that
she has adopted multiple
strays before and criticiz-
ing the selective outrage:

“If I rescue an animal, it’s
a controversy — but those
who metaphorically ‘bite’
inside Parliament go un-
questioned.”

The puppy episode quickly
snowballed into yet an-
other flashpoint in the
escalating  BJP-Congress
confrontation, adding one
more layer of drama to a
Winter Session already
rife with clashes over the
Special Intensive Revision
exercise, pollution, and
procedural disputes.

12-Year-Old White Tigress Jaya Dies at

Bhilai: Jaya, a 12-year-old
white tigress and popular
attraction at Maitribag,
part of SAILs Bhilai Steel
Plant, died after suffering
a fatal stomach rupture,
confirmed by post-mortem
findings.

Originally brought from
Raipur Jungle Safari to
boost the white tiger popu-
lation, Jaya appeared ac-
tive and playful on Sunday,
jumping around in response
to the tourist crowd.
However, by Monday
morning, staff discovered
her lifeless inside the enclo-
sure, sparking concern and

speculation. The Forest De-
partment was notified, and
the post-mortem revealed

Bhilai Maitribag Zoo

massive bleeding caused by
the rupture. Her final rites
were conducted in the pres-

ence of Maitribag in-charge
Dr. Naveen Jain.

India Sees Major Decline in HIV Cases & AIDS
Deaths, Says Health Minister

New Delhi: Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda announced
that India has achieved a 32% drop in new HIV infections
and a 69% decline in AIDS-related deaths, highlighting the
success of expanded diagnostics, affordable treatment, and
nationwide ART access.

Speaking at the World AIDS Day event, he said India’s Test
and Treat policy ensures every diagnosed patient receives
immediate, lifelong care—dramatically reducing mortality.
Nadda also urged awareness around HIV spread through
drug use and launched a multimedia campaign targeting
youth education, prevention of mother-to-child transmis-
sion, and ending stigma.

The Minister released key publications, including the India
HIV Estimates 2025 (Sankalak), a research compendium,
and unveiled an IT-enabled platform—Breakfree—while
interacting with frontline HIV-prevention workers.

BGH Marks World AIDS Day
with Awareness Rally

[ e -

Bokaro: The BGH campus marked World AIDS Day with
an awareness rally on Sunday, bringing together hospital of-
ficials, medical staff, students, and nurses to spread the mes-
sage of prevention, testing, and compassion.

The campaign was inaugurated by Executive Director (Med-
ical & Health Services) Dr. Vibhuti Bhushan Karunamay,
who released balloons to symbolise hope and collective
responsibility. Chief Medical Officer Dr. Indranil Chaud-
hary, along with senior doctors, staff nurses, students of the
School of Nursing, and employees of BGH, actively joined
the march.

Speaking at the event, Dr. Karunamay emphasised that
World AIDS Day—observed every year on December 1—
is a global reminder of the need to strengthen awareness
and support. He highlighted this year’s theme, “Overcom-
ing Disruption, Transforming the AIDS Response,” which
focuses on guiding and empowering communities affected
by HIV/AIDS.

Participants were also urged not to discriminate against in-
dividuals living with HIV/AIDS. Medical experts clarified
that HIV does not spread through handshakes, shared uten-
sils, coughing, sneezing, or casual social interaction.

DAYV Sector-4 Sparkles with Colorful
Fancy Dress Competition

Bokaro: DAV Public School, Sector 4, came alive with color,
creativity, and cheerful energy as it hosted a vibrant fancy
dress competition for Nursery to Grade 2 students. The
event aimed at nurturing stage confidence, imagination, and
expression among young learners.

The ceremony began with lamp lighting and the DAV an-
them, graced by Kundan Kumar (CGM, City Services, BSL),
Shakti Kumar (DDMO), B.S. Jaiswal (Vice President, MLC),
Anupal Sagar (Principal, DAV Ispat 8B), and Brahmadev Ji
(MLC Member). Principal S.K. Mishra welcomed and hon-
ored the dignitaries.

Around 400 children dazzled the audience with charming
performances as freedom fighters, animals, fruits, vegeta-
bles, mythological figures, cartoon icons, and even cosmic
wonders. Their innocent expressions and imaginative cos-
tumes filled the hall with excitement and applause. Serving
as judges were Sehar Bano, Mansi, and Madhulika Kiran —
principals of various play schools in the city.

Principal Mishra applauded the effort, noting that such ac-
tivities shape personality and public-speaking skills from a
young age. The event concluded with awards for winners

India’s Road to $5 Trillion: Kumar Amit Promotes
Swadeshi Products in Bokaro

Bokaro: In the wake of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s call for an At-
manirbhar Bharat, BJP
State Working Committee
member Kumar Amit led
a Swadeshi outreach drive
at Harshvardhan Plaza in
Bokaro City on Sunday,
encouraging shopkeepers
to actively promote Indi-
an-made products.

During the initiative,
shopkeepers were invited
to sign a formal Swadeshi
pledge. Kumar Amit told

local traders that under demand

PM Modis leadership,
India’s economy is
panding rapidly — and
widespread preference
for homegrown products
could accelerate India’s
march toward becoming a
$5 trillion economy.

He noted that if shopkeep-

€X-

ers consistently recom-
mend Indian products
e @ L]

to customers,
for Swadeshi brands will
grow, strengthening do-
mestic  industries and
boosting GDP. BJP work-
ers also briefed traders
on the benefits of GST
reforms introduced by the
Modi government.

The event saw active par-
ticipation from BJP Boka-
ro City Mandal Mahila
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India Can Achieve True Self-Reliance
Only Through Swadeshi: Kumar Amit

Morcha President Mamta
Goswami, Backward Mor-
cha President Ashok Ku-
mar, Youth Morcha Gen-
eral Secretary Lalbabu,
along with Mithilesh Ku-
mar, Arun Singh, Vikas
Singh, Vipul Singh, Gun-
jan Das, Ramesh Gupta,
Shashi Prakash, as well
as numerous shopkeepers
and local customers.
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PM says delivery needed, not drama in
_Parilament, Priyanka Gandhi hits back

After Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi
urged the
Opposition to
focus on delivery
and not drama in
the Winter Session drama.
of Parliament,
Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra hit back,
saying raising
issues in the
House was not
drama.

New Delhi.(Agency)
Congress general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Monday hit back at
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls and air pollution in
Delhi in Parliament was not a drama.
Ahead of the Winter Session of
Parliament, PM Modi took a dig
at the Opposition and said there
should be delivery and that
Parliament was not a forum for

Reacting to the Prime Minister's
remarks, the Congress MP from
Wayanad hit back, saying,
"...Election situation, SIR and =g
pollution are huge issues. Let us
discuss them. What is now.
Parliament for? It's not drama. "The game the Opposition have been especially the Special Intensive
playing for the past 10 years is no
longer acceptable to the people.
They should change their strategy. |
am ready to give them a few tips," the
Prime Minister said.

"Whoever wants to do drama can do it. The Winter Session will have 15
There should be delivery here and
not drama. The emphasis should be
onpolicy and notslogans," he added.

Speaking about and raising issues is
not drama. Drama is not allowing
democratic discussions about issues
that matter to the public.”

WHAT PM MODI SAID?

In his customary address to the media
ahead of the session, PM Modi urged
Opposition leaders not to turn the

[ | Winter Session into a stage for

theatrics, while also taunting them PM Modi stressed that first-time MPs
by saying he could offer tips on how  were getting frustrated as they were
they should carry out their official unable to get their chances to speak
responsibilities.

about the issues in their respective

saying raising critical issues such as He took a dig at the Opposition for  constituencies.

their tactics to interrupt House "First-time MPs, irrespective of their
proceedings in the past, saying the party, must be given a chance, and
MPs "should change their strategy"

we should take this seriously. There
are many places to do drama.
There is space for that — but
not here," he said. PM Modi's
remarks came as the Winter
Session of Parliament — a
shorter session this time —
began with the government
outlining an extensive
legislative agenda, including
the tabling of 14 Bills.

The Opposition has demanded
debates on multiple issues,

Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls,
suicides of several Booth Level
Officers (BLO) and national security
concerns following the November
10 Delhi terror attack.

sittings — a drop from the usual 20 —
making it one of the most condensed
winter sessions in recent years.

E Shinde's 'Coalition Dharma' Note As
'Poaching Row' Rocks BJP-Led Mahayuti

Mumbai.(Agency)
The violation of a 'non-poaching' pact

not meet. But we will. What is the big
deal? We're both busy campaigning

This alliance is built on a shared
ideology and common principles,"

fully follow principles of coalition
dharma... our alliance partners
should also follow" - has

between the BJP and its ally, the Shiv ~ now but we talk on the phone
Sena, in Maharashtra has rampedup ~ every day..."

tension in the ruling Mahayuti Shinde - who led a 2022
alliance as it preps for the Mumbai rebellion, allegedly
civic election, a battle for the world's ~ orchestrated by the BJP, which
richest municipal corporation. broke the then-undivided Sena

Alliance leaders Devendra Fadnavis  and helped the BJP reclaim
and Eknath Shinde tried to play
down talk of arift.

Asked if he deliberately avoided
meeting Shinde last week - at a hotel
while both were on the campaign
trail - Fadnavis laughed and said, "I
came in late at night and had to leave
before him... my meetings are
scheduled earlier than his. So, we did

reassuring comments. "I don't
take such comments seriously.
From the day I became Chief
Minister I have seen and heard
many such accusations.

power - offered similarly |

Instead of getting caught in that, I
focus on my work.” "This alliance
was not formed yesterday or today.

he said, referring to Bal Thackeray,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and LK
Advani. But one comment - "we

raised eyebrows, suggesting
all is not well within the
partnership.

And a comment by Manikrao
Kokate from the Ajit Pawar-
led Nationalist Congress
Party, the third member of the
Mahayuti, has added to that
unsettled feeling. "The BJP
appears completely divided...
it no longer has anything of its
own. Their entire life revolves

around manipulation, splitting here
and there," he said. "And their old
workers are all athome."

Lalu, RJD run in circles after 10
Circular Road eviction notice

New Delhi .(Agency)

Patna's 10 Circular Road, probably the city's
hottest real estate address after CM Nitish
Kumar's 1 Aney Marg, has housed the RID
first family for two decades. But after the
NDA swept the Assembly polls in Bihar,
former CM and the Leader of Opposition in
the state Council, Rabri Devi, has been
allotted a new bungalow at 39 Hardinge °
Road, barely a kilometre away and closer to
her workplace.

Just the mention of the RID first couple
having to shift out of the 10 Circular Road
bungalow, which is considered the party's
power centre, has sparked consternation
among its leaders, triggered a controversy and
sparked a house hunt.

The RJD family has shown clear reluctance to
move out. And even as the political back-and-

forth played out, reports surfaced that Lalu Prasad
Yadav had visited a sprawling under-construction

mansion in Patna's Danapur.

The wvisit triggered a political storm, with the
JD(U) questioning the source of funds and its
spokesperson Neeraj Kumar dubbing the

mansion "grander than Golghar", Patna's iconic
18th-century granary.

The Bihar Building Construction

Department, after the new NDA
government took oath, issued a notice to
former CM Rabri Devi, directing her to
shiftto 39 Hardinge Road. The 10 Circular
Road bungalow was allotted to Rabri Devi
in 2006 after she vacated the CM's
residence.

Since then, the Lalu family has lived at 10
Circular Road continuously, irrespective
of Rabri Devi's political role. Now, the
eviction notice has effectively left Rabri

Devi with no option but to vacate 10

Circular Road. The move hasn't gone down well
with the RJD. The Yadav family may be
maintaining silence, but party leaders are in full
attack mode on the NDA government.
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Beginning Of The End? Shashi
Tharoor Misses 2 Key Congress
Meets In A Row

Shashi Tharoor's home state, Kerala, will go to
Assembly polls early next year, and if he
intends to quit the Congress, he will likely do so
before the election.

New Delhi .(Agency)

Senior Congress leader Shashi Tharoor's strained ties with the party
leadership may be headed for a climax. The four-time
Thiruvananthapuram MP has missed back-to-back party meetings,
intensifying speculation regarding his plans after sharp exchanges
between Tharoor and a section of Congress colleagues.

Also significant is the timing: Tharoor's home state, Kerala, will go to
Assembly polls early next year, and if he intends to quit the Congress,
he will likely do so before the election. The senior leader, however, has
downplayed the buzz and said he did not skip the meeting, but missed it
because he was in Kerala with his elderly mother.

Last evening, top leaders of
the Congress met at the
home of Sonia Gandhi, the
party's parliamentary chair,
to discuss the strategy for
the Winter Session that
began today. The who's who
of the Congress
parliamentary party,
including party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge and
senior leader Rahul Gandhi,
were present.

Tharoor was absent. He told the media today that he had informed the
party high command of his inability to attend the meeting. This was the
second crucial party meeting that Tharoor missed. Earlier, on
November 18, he was absent from a meeting called by Gandhi and
Kharge to discuss the party's plans to corner the government on the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) issue.

Tharoor had then conveyed that he was unwell. The senior leader,
however, attended a lecture by Prime Minister Narendra Modi the
evening before. His praise of Prime Minister Modi's speech, in which
he targeted the Congress, raised eyebrows.

MP Complains About

Bengaluru Traffic, Gets Help,
Takes Jibe At BJP

New Delhi .(Agency)

Samajwadi Party (SP) leader Rajeev Rai, who is a Member of Parliament
(MP) for the Lok Sabha, was recently in Bengaluru and lashed out at the
city's never-ending traffic problem. In a post on the social media platform
X, Rai on Sunday tagged Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and
said that the state government has the worst traffic management and the
most irresponsible, useless traffic police.

The state's ruling Congress, currently caught in a leadership tussle
between Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar, has
faced criticism over the traffic mess before, but this time, it has come
from an ally in the opposition coalition - the Samajwadi Party.

"Will Miss Flight To Attend
Parliament”

Rai, the SP's Lok Sabha MP
from Uttar Pradesh's Ghosi
constituency, said on Sunday
that for the last hour, he was
stuck on Bengaluru's
Rajkumar Samadhi Road and
would miss his flight to
Delhi.

"They (traffic police) don't even pick up phone calls," Rai said and shared
two screenshots of his attempt to speak to the cops. "None of them picked
up my call," he added. "Tomorrow, I have to attend the Parliament
session. Not a single policeman is seen around," Rai further said.

"These inefficient officers are enough to spoil the name and charm of this
beautiful city. No doubt now Bengaluru traffic has earned the reputation

of most notorious traffic," the SP leader added. A day later, Rai told that

after he put out the post on X, authorities in Bengaluru contacted him.

"They (authorities) mentioned the reason for the traffic jam. They give an

assurance... try putting out such a social media post in a Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP)-ruled state, and an FIR (First Information Report) will be

filed against you," Rai added. On being asked about Bengaluru BJP MP

Tejasvi Surya complaining about the current traffic situation in

Bengaluru and asking the state government to solve it, Rai said, "Was the

traffic problem solved when the BJP was in power earlier?" He said that

Bengaluru is a beautiful city.

-
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Mallikarjun Kharge vs Kiren Rijiju 1
Rajya Sabha over Jagdeep Dhankhar's exit

)| )! 1

Sloganeering broke out in
the Rajya Sabha after
Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge
mentioned the
"unexpected exit" of
former Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar
earlier this year, drawing
a retort from
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju.

BENGALURU.(Agency)

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge on
Monday welcomed Vice President CP
Radhakrishnan as the new Rajya Sabha
Chairman, but mentioned the "unexpected
exit" of former Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, who resigned on health grounds in
July. Kharge's remarks drew a fiery response
from Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju, who flagged the "unkind words" used
by the Opposition on Dhankhar in the past.

Kharge, the Leader of Opposition in Rajya
Sabha, delivered his customary remarks,
welcoming Radhakrishnan as the new Chair,
but said that the House did not get an
opportunity to hold a grand farewell
ceremony for Dhankhar. "...I hope you will
not mind that [ am constrained to refer to your

predecessor's completely unexpected and
sudden exit from the office of the Rajya Sabha

Chairman, which is unprecedented in the

annals of parliamentary history. The
Chairman, being the custodian of the
entire House, belongs as much to the
opposition as to the government,"

Kharge said.

"I was disheartened that the House did not
get an opportunity to bid him a farewell.
Regardless, wish him, on behalf of the
entire opposition, a very healthy life,"
the Congress President said, drawing
sloganeering from the BJP members.

Hitting back at Kharge, BJP leader and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju questioned the former's need to raise
Dhankhar's resignation on a "solemn

N T T T TN N

occasion". He then attacked the Opposition
for using "unkind words" on Dhankhar in the

past."Why did the Leader of the Opposition
refer to a case that was not necessary to raise at

this point? I want to remind the House of the
B TN T T T I e i

language used to insult the former Vice
President. The unkind words that you used
against the former Vice Chairman and
the removal motion that you served, a
copy of which we still have, we have not
forgotten," Rijiju said as Opposition
benches started to protest. Appealing to
Kharge and the Opposition members to
refrain from talking about Dhankhar's
resignation, Rijiju said, "Just think how
much you have tarnished the dignity of
the Chair. We should respect everyone in
ademocracy. This is unfortunate."
During his address, Kharge reminded
Radhakrishnan of his past association
with the Congress and urged him to
remain impartial, warning that any tilt
towards the BJP could be “dangerous."
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Emboldened Pak
bodes ill for

regional peace

The Durand Line has again become a flashpoint and
the rumbles have grown louder over the last two
months. First, Pakistan carried out a strike on
Kabul in October, which it claimed targeted the
head of the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).
Later that month, skirmishes ensued between the
Afghan Taliban forces and the Pakistani military
along the 2,640-km border, with casualties
claimed on both sides. Qatar and Tiirkiye weighed
in to organise peace talks, but three rounds of
parleys ended in a deadlock, though an unwritten
ceasefire was agreed upon.Earlier this month, the
fragile truce was shattered when a suicide bomber
killed 12 people in Islamabad. A day earlier, an
explosive-laden vehicle had rammed into the gate
of a military school in South Waziristan. The
conflict ratcheted up this Monday, when three
suicide bombers targeted the headquarters of a
Pakistani paramilitary force in Peshawar, killing
six. On Tuesday, a Pakistani air-strike across the
Durand Line killed nine children and a woman.

The primary bone of contention between the
neighbours is the TTP, apart from Pakistan forcing
Afghan refugees to return and blocking Afghan
trade routes. Pakistan has accused Kabul of giving
safe haven to the TTP, which has claimed most
attacks on Pakistan’s forces and civilians in recent
years. The outfit, which emerged in 2007 after a
merger of various Pashtun factions to assist the
Afghan Taliban against the American and Nato
occupying forces, has been designated a ‘terrorist’
organisation by the US and the UN working in
tandem.Kabul, which has denied harbouring the
TTP, has countered that Islamabad is supporting
the Islamic State Khorasan (ISIS-K) and drone
flights over Afghan airspace. Pakistan obfuscated
the reply because it has agreements in place to
allow American drones flying from its bases for
surveillance over Iran.

The enmity, however, goes far back from the
present—to the disputed Durand Line, named
after Henry Mortimer Durand, foreign secretary of
colonial India who in 1893 imposed the border to
separate Afghanistan from colonial India. The
same agreement included Baluchistan in British
India.The line runs through the heartland of the
Pashtuns, splitting Afghanistan’s largest ethnic
group. An angry Afghanistan voted against the
recognition of Pakistan as an independent country
at the UN in 1948 and refused to recognise the
Durand line. The divisive imprint left by the
British has not been accepted by Kabul’s rulers till
date.In recent weeks, Pakistan has accused India
of using Afghanistan as a proxy and blamed India
for the failure of the peace talks. India has rejected
Pakistan’s allegations and suggested that the two
sides sort out their problems peacefully.

The cross-border clashes and bomb blasts in the
capitals followed Afghan foreign minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi’s first visit to Delhi, and India’s
decision to upgrade its embassy in Kabul and
provide further humanitarian aid. So far, only
Russia has officially recognised the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan. India may follow
suit.Pakistan’s hackneyed playbook of blaming
India ignores its historical mistrust with
Afghanistan. Pakistan’s confident expectation that
under Taliban 2.0, Afghanistan would kowtow to
its wishes and support its strategy of using the
country for ‘strategic depth’ has been rudely
shattered. The closure of trade routes has created
economic problems for both. Landlocked
Afghanistan has claimed a loss of around $200
million a month owing to the shutdown.

President Donald Trump now has another conflict
that he wants to resolve “very quickly”, as he
stated at the recent ASEAN summit in Kuala
Lumpur. But ever since Trump expressed his
desire to reclaim the Bagram air base in
Afghanistan, speculation has heightened about
America’s intentions. Bagram can allow the US
regular surveillance over Iran and Central Asia.
Also notable is the US military’s recent joint
exercises with the Bangladesh military in
Chattogram, close to Myanmar’s border and its
use of a ‘humanitarian’ corridor to provide ‘aid’ to
the Arakan Army and Rohingyas.

Two reversals and a missed opportunity

THE GREAT GAME: The healing touch th

TWICE, over the last month, the BJP-ruled Centre has been
forced to withdraw one notification — proposing key
changes in the governance of Panjab University located in
Chandigarh — and one Bill, proposing changes in the
governance of Chandigarh itself, that it intended to bring
in the coming winter session of Parliament.The two
astonishing reversals have book-ended Prime Minister
Modi’s journey, on Gurpurb, to Ayodhya and Kurukshetra
— except, imagine if his end-destination had been
Anandpur Sahib, where thousands of people showed up at
the historic site to commemorate the 350th anniversary of
the martyrdom of the ninth Guru, Tegh Bahadur, earlier
this week.Imagine the headline in The Tribune. From
Ayodhya to Anandpur Sahib, Modi Stitches the Faiths
Together. The PM’s journey would have both underlined
and evoked the incredible message of the Guru’s
martyrdom back in 1675, when he gave his life to defend
the right of a man to follow a different faith, a Hindu.
Instead, as The Tribune’s editorial, A Symbolic Slip,
noted, the PM chose to go to Kurukshetra in BJP-ruled
Haryana nearby, donned saffron headgear and repeatedly
spoke in glowing terms of the Guru’s sacrifice.So why
didn’t the PM come to Anandpur Sahib, and say what he
had to say from the holy land?The irony is that Modi
knows both Punjab and Punjabis well. During the
Emergency years, as an underground activist in Gujarat,
he evaded arrest by sometimes disguising himself as a
turbaned Sikh. In the mid-1990s, as the party’s national
secretary, he was in charge of Haryana and Himachal
Pradesh, based in Panchkula, and travelled across Punjab.
As PM in 2019, he visited Gurdwara Ber Sahib in
Sultanpur Lodhi, sat in perfect vajrasana and prayed at the
shrine dedicated to the first Guru, Nanak, en route to
inaugurating the Kartarpur Sahib corridor. Modi put aside
his distaste for Pakistan — earlier that February, the IAF
had launched airstrikes in Balakot — and made sure the
road and all special facilities were on stream to connect
Dera Baba Nanak with Kartarpur Sahib, so that Sikh
devotees could pray at the gurdwara associated with the
last 18 years of Guru Nanak’s life.

In 2022, Modi told a Sikh delegation which came to see
him, “Going to gurdwaras, spending time in service,
getting langar, staying at the homes of Sikh families has
been a part of my life...”Earlier this week at Anandpur
Sahib, the AAP-organised event jostled with the Akali
Dal-cum-SGPC commemoration of the Guru’s
martyrdom. Much news time was spent parsing why and
whether the parallel events threw a spanner in the overall
devotion that Punjabis feel towards their Guru — the
answer is a resounding No.Modi’s presence, if he had
gone, would have only added to the intimate chaos that
only Indians understand and revel in. It seems the Punjab

CM wasn’t given time to invite the PM, but if the PM had
shown up, imagine the boost it would have given the
leaderless Punjab BJP today.

Perhaps the PM realised the mood in Punjab is sombre, if
not difficult. The physical and emotional damage from
the floods lingers. The sudden notification on Panjab
University as well as the Chandigarh Bill, both made
without discussion or debate — just like the imposition of
the farm laws back in 2020 — was so drastic and
bewildering that all the political parties in the state rose up
as one and defied Delhi. Even the Punjab BJP was
embarrassed. The Centre had united them all against it.

Just like with the farm laws, the Centre’s actions this past
month have smacked either of a complete lack of
understanding about Punjab or a wilful disregard. Once
again this month, the backlash was immediate, fierce. A
surprised Centre was forced to fall in line.

The interesting thing is that Modi knows this. He
understands that with only 13 seats in the Lok Sabha,
Punjab doesn’t carry the electoral weight that large states
like Bihar or West Bengal do. But because it is a border
state with Pakistan, Punjab has special needs and it is the
Centre’s duty to understand them — whether or not
Punjabis vote the party into power or not.

The surprising thing is that exactly the opposite is
happening on the ground. Punjab is the second most debt-
ridden state in the country, second only to Arunachal
Pradesh, with its debt-to-GSDP ratio at 46.6% (Tamil

HC stamp for right to emergency care

at Punjab so desperately needs from the Centre is missing

Nadu’s is 26.43%, Maharashtra’s is 14.64%); the water-
table is depleting by about one metre every year; drug
addiction is rampant; industry fled during the terrorism
years and hesitates to return. The healing touch that Punjab
so desperately needs from the Centre is missing. What is
worse is that for the second time in two weeks, Khadoor
Sahib MP Amritpal Singh, who is in a jail in Assam on
charges of sedition, has applied for parole to attend the
winter session of Parliament that begins on December 1.
The big question on everyone’s lips is, will he be
released?The bigger question is whether a master
puppeteer is shifting around the pieces of the jigsaw puzzle
even as we speak — and why. Both on PU as well as on
Chandigarh, it’s not as if the status quo had been written in
stone; certainly, reforms must accompany both time and
tide. Equally, Punjabis have the right to ask why
Chandigarh was not given to Punjab as was promised by
the 1985 Rajiv-Longowal accord — the deadline for
handover was January 26, 1986.What boggles the mind is
why the Punjab BJP — both senior leaders like Sunil
Jakhar as well as its poster boy Ravneet Singh Bittu— had
no clue that the Chandigarh Bill was being brought to
Parliament. The local party unit, which makes up with
energy and enthusiasm what it lacks in Assembly
presence, seems shaken today. Back in the 2024 Lok Sabha
election, the BJP won a credible 18.3 per cent of the vote
—inlast week’s Tarn Taran byelection, the party candidate

lost his deposit.

The judgement reaffirms people’s right to dignified, ethical, and equitable care and is in line with the Supreme Court’s ruling that the right to medical care is an integral part of the fundamental right to life

The Kerala High Court’s order stating that hospitals 7

cannot deny initial life-saving care for non-
payment of advance or lack of documents is a
landmark. It underscores the fact that the right to
life overrides all other considerations and settles the
formalities-versus-treatment tussle that often
hampers the timely delivery of healthcare. This is
significant in a country where emergency medical
care, despite the legal framework, suffers on
accessibility, quality, and cost. Insistence on
paperwork and advance payment defeats the
purpose of emergency life-saving treatment.The
direction was delivered on an appeal by private
hospitals and the Indian Medical Association
against certain provisions of the Kerala Clinical
Establishments Act, 2018, which requires hospitals
to display the list of services offered and the baseline rates
for common procedures. The court ordered clinical
establishments to screen and stabilise patients in need of
emergency attention and ensure their safe transfer for

Hospitals must ensure that, along with the discharge
summary, all investigation reports are handed over to the
patient. Upholding the validity of the Act, the court held
the provisions are neither vague nor disproportionate, and
conform to global standards.

further care, if needed, with proper documentation. The judgement reaffirms people’s right to dignified, ethical,

Claiming Arunachal | Drawing maps in the mind

Maps can depict the world both as it is and as desired. China is using its own idealised map of Arunachal Pradesh to legitimise expansionism, not unlike European

and equitable care and is in line with the Supreme
Court’s ruling that the right to medical care is an
integral part of the fundamental right to life under
Article 21 of the Constitution. What that means is that
a government has a constitutional obligation to
provide health facilities and protect citizens’ right to
health. The Kerala government was only fulfilling its
responsibility while legislating to ensure
transparency and fairness in the care provided by
private medical institutions. The legislation is
founded on the necessity of ensuring public health,
cthical standards, and quality of care. As the state
argued in the court, balancing the autonomy of
hospitals with necessary regulations is essential for
an effective healthcare system that prioritises the
well-being of patients and the integrity of medical
practice. Now that the law has been upheld, the
government must make the private institutions fall in line.
There should be no compromise on timely care, sharing of
records, or quality of service. The right to life is universal
and must be upheld at all times.

explorers who claimed territories across the world in this manner. China’s ploy involves its Three Warfares docirine

Ever since independence, India has been concerned about
the depiction of its northern borders, as Pakistan and
China laid claim to territory. After the 1962 war with
China, India began to stamp inaccuracy notices on maps
in imported books and atlases that deviated from its
official map. In 1976, customs inspectors were
empowered to prohibit literature with maps that did not
cleave to the line. In January 1995, an edition of the
Encyclopaedia Britannica was banned for presenting a
map that showed Pakistan Occupied Kashmir as part of
Pakistan.Arunachal Pradesh, too, is an old issue.
Editorialists, including me, had fun at the expense of the
government as it slogged on grimly like a resident’s
welfare association uncle trying to maintain order.

Maps can depict the world both as it is and as it should be.
The merits and demerits of these competing perceptions
were hotly debated in important forums like the bar of
the India International Centre in Delhi. Some uncle
could be counted upon to pipe up: “But what about Aksai
Chin?” This stock character was lampooned by those
who wanted to leave map mania behind.

But in hindsight, there was nothing funny about it, because
China is now relying on idealised maps to legitimise
expansionist aims in South Asia. When Zhou Enlai
visited Delhi in April 1960, he proposed a compromise to
settle territorial disputes between China and India over
Aksai Chin and the North-East Frontier Agency
(NEFA). Jawaharlal Nehru rejected the offer, insisting
that both regions were part of India. Border skirmishes
continued, followed by the Indo-China war.

A decade later, most of NEFA became Arunachal Pradesh.
And this week, Indian citizen Pema Wang Thongdok was
held for 18 hours in Shanghai’s international airport
while transiting from the UK to Japan because her
passport identified her place of birth as Arunachal
Pradesh, India—which is Zangnan or Southern Tibet on
Chinese maps. They told her to go apply for a Chinese

passport.This rerun of an old story got global attention
perhaps because the Indian woman in question is
resident in the UK. From the 2000s, China has caused
diplomatic uproars by stapling plain paper visas to the
passports of visitors from Arunachal Pradesh, including
athletes and officials. It even denied visas, arguing that it
was absurd for Chinese residents to need a visa to visit
China. Arunachali athletes headed for the 2023 Asian
Games could not travel.

China has stolen a march on India, which obsessively
renames domestic locations to appropriate them
politically, by renaming 27 locations in Arunachal,
including mountains and a lake, to appropriate them
geographically. This summer, India dismissed China’s

3

renaming project as “vain and preposterous”, but it’s
actually in deadly earnest. Alternative maps can become
the persuasive basis for alternative realities. European
explorers claimed territories in the Americas, Africa, and
Asia in the name of their monarchs, which were
essentially signed fictions. Speedily, these fictions
became true as the map of the modern world.The same
stratagem is at work here. The alternative map of
Arunachal Pradesh and alternative Chinese citizenship
for its residents are psychological cues intended to
acclimatise Indians to China’s preferred realities. It is
part of the Three Warfares doctrine, apparently based on
Sun Tzu’s ideas, which uses media, psychological, and
legal warfare or ‘lawfare’ to achieve strategic goals

without direct military conflict.Lawfare provides the
scaffolding of the strategy by laying legal claim to
territory. Psychological warfare builds upon it with the
visa game, infrastructure, and real estate developments
on both sides of the Line of Actual Control, the People’s
Liberation Army’s incursions, and encounters with
Indian civilians.The doctrine has informed PLA’s work
since it was formally adopted in 2003. In 2020, China
constructed a village in Arunachal’s Upper Subansiri
district. Other new settlements abut the border and are
connected to mainland China by expressways. The most
colourful incursions left visible traces—rocks were
spray-painted ‘2024’ in red during the September 2024
Kapapu incident in Arunachal. Graffiti, food, drinks, and
tobacco in Chinese packaging have been deliberately left
behind for the delectation of villagers since 2011.

In 2017, China extended a border road in Doklam, at the
trijunction of India, China, and Bhutan, leading to a
military standoff. If it were finished, the road would have
put the PLA within striking range of India’s weakest
point—the Chicken’s Neck, the narrow stretch in West
Bengal connecting the Northeast with the rest of India.

In comparison, passport crises involving Arunachali
Indians seem relatively tame. In June 2014, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said with a straight face that
stapled visas were a “friendly gesture” to allow
Arunachal residents to travel freely.

And at the other end of the Himalayas, the other old
question remains unanswered: “What about Aksai
Chin?” China built a strategic highway through the
region in the 1950s, connecting Xinjiang with Tibet.
India discovered it only after its completion in 1957. The
brief 1962 war confirmed China’s hold on Aksai Chin.
So, should our school geography books lop off that bit of
India, which looks like the nose of a laughing Kashmir?
Of course not, because if we abandon our maps, the last
laugh would be at our expense.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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Grew up watching Virat Kohli
on TV, bowling to him is fun yet
annoying: Marco Jansen

New Delhi. (Agency)

South Africa all-rounder Marco Jansen said
that bowling to Virat Kohli is both fun and
annoying at the same time, following his
match-winning hundred in the first ODI in
Ranchi. Kohli produced yet another
masterclass innings, scoring a phenomenal
135 off 120 deliveries, including 11 fours and
seven sixes.Courtesy of his innings, India
posted a mammoth total of 349/8 in their
allotted 50 overs. Watching Kohli at his
vintage best, Jansen recalled his early days of
watching the Indian star play on television.
He mentioned that it is both fun and annoying
to bowl to the Indian batting stalwart, praising
him for his wide array of strokes.“It’s nice to
watch him play. Growing up watching him on
TV, to actually bowling to him now — it’s
annoying but it’s fun at the same time. He
drives well, he pulls well, cuts well, plays
with his pads well. I don’t think much has
changed — he’s just batting longer and
longer,” said Jansen in the post-match press
conference.Jansen, who first bowled to Kohli
as a 17-year-old net bowler during India’s
2017-18 tour of South Africa, said that

stopping world-class batters like Kohli
becomes almost impossible once they settle
in.“When you bowl to world-class players,
it’s quite difficult to get them out. I always try
to get a batter in his first 10 or 15 balls. That’s
when theyre still getting used to the wicket.
But once they’re in, and they get on aroll, it’s
very difficult to stop them. Everyone here
knows how to play — that’s why you go to
plan B or C,” he added.Jansen continued his
rich form from the Test series, as he scalped
two wickets and played a sensational innings
of 70 off 39 deliveries to keep South Africa in
the hunt for chasing down 350. However,
they were eventually bundled out for 332,
resulting in a 17-run loss. Following their
defeat, he said that the Proteas were not too
disheartened by going 0-1 down and believed
they were “doing the right things” despite
India’s win.“We didn’t bowl too badly. They
got early wickets, we were on the back foot,
then we pulled it back. It’s just about adding
the good things on top of each other, like
we’ve been doing in the Test squad,” said
Jansen.

Michael Jordan's fight against
NASCAR heads to court, could

shake up motorsports
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (Agency)
Michael Jordan's bitter fight against
NASCAR heads to federal court Monday in
a jury trial that could rip apart the top
motorsports series in the United States.The
antitrust allegations leveled by Jordan-
owned 23XI Racing and Front Row
Motorsports has exposed salacious personal
communications, NASCAR's finances and
a deep contempt between some of the top
executives in the sport and its participants.
Three-time Daytona 500 winner Denny
Hamlin, who owns 23XI alongside Jordan
and less than a month ago had the Cup Series

-

championship slip through his fingers,
warned this weekend that the gloves will be
off during the two-week trial in the Western
District of North Carolina."Our fans have
been brainwashed with (NASCAR's)
talking points for decades," Hamlin wrote
on social media. "Lies are over starting
Monday morning. It's time for the truth. It's
time for change."NASCAR Commissioner
Steve Phelps has said that the series has tried
hard to settle the case ahead of Monday's
trial.

What is the lawsuit about?

The lawsuit was filed by 23XI Racing, which
is owned by Basketball Hall of Famer
Jordan, Hamlin and Jordan's longtime
business manager, Curtis Polk. They were
joined by Front Row Motorsports, a team
owned by entrepreneur Bob Jenkins that
won the 2021 Daytona 500. The two were
the only teams out of 15 to refuse to sign
renewals on the charter agreements
NASCAR presented to them in late 2024.

All 15 teams had been fighting for more
favorable terms in the charter agreements
over more than two years of negotiations,
and the final terms fell short of what the
teams had been seeking. 23XI and Front
Row accused NASCAR of being a
monopoly and sued under antitrust
grounds..
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If not for Harshit Rana's early wickets, SA
would've easily chased 350: Sitanshu Kotak

Harshit Rana's early wickets helped
India defend 349 against South
Africa in Ranchi. He finished the
match with figures of 3/65 in ten
overs helping India register a 17-

run victory.

New Delhi. (Agency)

Indian batting coach Sitanshu Kotak credited

fast bowler Harshit Rana for his game-
changing spell with the new ball during the
first ODI against South Africa on Sunday,
November 30 at JSCA International Stadium
Complex, Ranchi. Rana was phenomenal
with the new ball as he dismissed Ryan
Ricketlon (0 off 1) and Quinton de Kock (0
off 2) in his very first over itself.He further
got the crucial wicket of Dewald Brevis (37
off 28) and eventually finished with figures
of 3/65 in ten overs. Following Rana’s
remarkable performance, Sitanshu Kotak
praised the young speedster, saying that if not
for his early wickets, India would’ve had a

hard time defending their score of 349.

“I think 350 on the same surface, if they were

batting, then 350 would definitely be enough.
But after so much dew, the bowler can’t even
hold the ball properly. The ball is skidding off
the wicket and coming straight onto the bat.

think a lot of credit goes to Harshit as well for
taking those early wickets, because
otherwise it would have been quite easy for
them to score runs in such heavy dew,” said
Kotak in the post-match presentationHe also
credited Rana for making the new ball talk

Premier League: 10-man Chelsea frustrate
Arsenal, Liverpool end rot vs West Ham

CHENNAL (Agency)

Chelsea and Arsenal played out a 1-1 draw at
Stamford Bridge, with the home side
finishing with ten men and denying Arsenal
a victory in a crucial London derby. The
result keeps Arsenal five points clear at
the top of the Premier League standings
with 30 points, while Chelsea remain in
third on 24. In another fixture on
Sunday, Liverpool recorded a 2-0 away
win over West Ham, snapping a poor run
in which they had lost nine of their
previous twelve matches.The clash
between Chelsea and Arsenal was
shaped by Moises Caicedo’s red card,
given after a VAR review in the 38th
minute. Despite being a player down,
Chelsea took the lead early in the second
half when Trevoh Chalobah headed in
from a Reece James corner in the 48th
minute.Arsenal equalised eleven minutes

Arsenal push hard for a winner, with Martin
Odegaard and Merino both coming close,

Max Verstappen wins Qatar Grand Prix
to set up final race title showdown

«1he Dutchman now goes into
the season-closer next
weekend only 12 points
behind Norris with Piastri 16
points behind his teammate.

New Delhi. (Agency)

DOHA: Max Verstappen won the Qatar
Grand Prix on Sunday to set up a final race
title showdown with McLaren duo Lando
Norris and Oscar Piastri.The Red Bull
driver kept the wheels on his quest for a fifth
successive crown after pole-sitter Piastri
finished second and standings leader Norris
came only fourth.Verstappen's remarkable
late season surge has lifted him past Piastri
and into second in the championship.

The Dutchman now goes into the season-

but Chelsea held firm to secure the
draw.Arsenal’s attempts to break down
Chelsea’s defence in the closing stages were
met with disciplined resistance from the

home side. The point earned means Arsenal
maintain their position at the summit.

later, with Mikel Merino converting a ISAKSCORESAS LIVERPOOLWIN
Bukayo Saka cross. The final half hour saw At the London Stadium, Liverpool ended

their recent slump by defeating West Ham
2-0. Alexander Isak scored his first Premier
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closer next weekend only 12 points behind
Norris with Piastri 16 points behind his
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League goal for the club after joining for a

record fee, finishing a Cody Gakpo pull-

back on the hour mark. This breakthrough

gave Liverpool a crucial lead as they sought
to recover from a disappointing
run of form.

Liverpool made a notable change
with Mohamed Salah dropped
from the Premier League
starting eleven for the first time
under manager Arne Slot. His
replacement, Florian Wirtz,
looked lively and created
opportunities but was unable to
convert a significant chance.
Liverpool’s second goal came
through Gakpo, who sealed the
result.

West Ham’s frustrations grew
when Lucas Paqueta received two bookings
for dissent in the space of 60 seconds,
leaving the home side with ten men for the
closing stages. Liverpool maintained
control after the dismissal and secured all
three points.

alongside him on the front
row, only to be overtaken by
Verstappen at the start.Red
Bull pitted Verstappen under
a safety car, unlike McLaren
who kept their two drivers
out on the track."Clearly we
did not get it right tonight,"
conceded Piastri.

{ "Idrove as fast as I could but it
wasn't to be. In hindsight it is
pretty obvious what we
should have done, but we'll
discuss that as a team. (It's) a
little bit tough to swallow at
the moment," the Australian added.
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teammate. Verstappen has fond memories Verstappen said: "An incredible race for us,

of the last time the title went down to the
wire when he beat Lewis Hamilton on the
last lap of the last race in Abu Dhabi in
2021.

This was a race McLaren should have won,

with Piastri heading the grid and Norris

we made the right call to box under that
safety car. A strong race for us on a weekend
that was tough."Carlos Sainz of Williams
completed the podium under floodlights at
the Lusail International Circuit in the Doha
desert.

and making the most of the swinging
conditions.“So, after losing the toss and
still winning this game, I think it’s very
creditable. I think he was moving the ball
well, he was hitting the right areas in the
early innings because a Kookaburra ball
probably swings for two, four, maybe
five overs. So, I think he made the most
of it,” he added.Apart from Rana,
Arshdeep Singh also started well with
the new ball for India, dismissing Aiden
Markram (7 off 15). However, crucial
innings from Matthew Breetzke (72 off
80), Marco Jansen (70 off 39), Tony de
Zorzi (39 off 35), Dewald Brevis (37 off
28) and Corbin Bosch (67 off 51)
brought South Africa back in the game.
However, Kuldeep Yadav’s (4/68) timely
strikes in the middle overs ensured the
Proteas didn’t run away with the game.
India eventually won the match by 17
runs, bundling out South Africa for 332
and took a 1-0 lead in the series. Virat Kohli
was adjudged Player of the Match for scoring
his 52nd ODI century. He scored a
remarkable 135 (120) with the help of 11
fours and seven sixes.

Don't judge Ruturaj
Gaikwad for low scores
until you make him
open: Aakash Chopra

New Delhi. (Agency)

Former India cricketer-turned-commentator

Aakash Chopra has said that the team
management must give Ruturaj Gaikwad a
chance at the top of the order before judging
him on his failures. Gaikwad failed on his
return to the Indian team after 16 months,
getting dismissed for 8 runs off 14 balls in the
first ODI against South Africa in Ranchi.

Gaikwad’s stay at the crease was cut short by a

stunning catch from his Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) teammate Dewald Brevis. Following
his failure, Aakash Chopra criticised the India
management for sending him at number four, as
Gaikwad is predominantly a top-order batter.
He urged the team management to give him a
proper run and not to discard him if he fails, as
he is primarily accustomed to opening.“I really

don’t understand what is going on. Ruturaj
Gaikwad has never batted at No. 4 in ODIs. You
sent him to that position, and he got out due to a
stunning catch by Dewald Brevis. When he got
dismissed, I urged, with folded hands, that
please give him three full chances. Even if he
fails, don’t discard him immediately. Don’t
judge him on these three performances. His
main job is to open the batting. Until you can
give him that position, you don’t have any right
to pass a verdict on his ODI career,” said
Chopra on his Youtube Channel.Chopra also
criticised the decision to bench Rishabh Pant
and instead play Washington Sundar in the
middle order.“And now Rishabh Pant — when
will you play him? He is a pure middle-order
batter, performs best at4 or 5, and yet you don’t
pick him even when there is space in the middle
order. Instead, you send two players who have
never batted at those positions,” he added.

Rishabh Pant last played ODIs for India in

August 2024 in Sri Lanka. He was part of the
victorious Champions Trophy 2025 campaign
but did not get a chance in the playing XI, with
KL Rahul keeping wickets.

Without Kohli and Rohit, India had no chance vs
South Africa in Ranchi: Mohammed Kaif

Mohammed Kaif has

claimed that without the

heroics from Virat Kohli and

Rohit Sharma, India would

have lost the Ranchi ODI

against South Africa. Kohli

scored a hundred and Rohit

hit a fifty as India won the

match by 17 runs.

LUSAIL, Qatar. . (Agency)
Former cricketer Mohammed Kaif has
claimed that India would have lost the

Ranchi ODI if it wasn't for the heroics of
I T T T T

Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma. The
Indian star duo put on a show for the
fans in attendance as they stitched
together a 136-run stand from 109
balls to help India to reach 349 runs in
their 50 overs.The duo, who were
playing their 392nd international
match together, attacked the Proteas
bowlers despite losing Yashasvi
Jaiswal early and scored 80 runs in
the powerplay. By the time their
partnership ended, Ro-Ko ensured
that India had 161 runs on the board
in21.2 overs.

The hosts had South Africa reeling as

they were reduced to 11 for three and staring
at a big defeat. However, fifties from
Matthew Breetzke, Marco Jansen and
Corbin Bosch, coupled with cameos from
Dewald Brevis and Tony de Zorzi ensured
that we got a tense finish in Ranchi as India
won the match by 17 runs.Speaking on his
YouTube channel, Kaif said that India would
have lost the game if Kohli and Rohit got out
early. The former cricketer felt that the

vonnocetere wonld have failed tn male aven

200 if the star duo had failed in Ranchi and
claimed that India had to go back to Ro-Ko to
save them."No, absolutely not and you will
lose the match if Virat Kohli and Rohit
Sharma get out. Then you won’t score that
many runs. First thing is, if you don’t make
300, 350 then this South African team will
beat you. So I feel there is a direct connection
between this win and Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli. You are talking about youngsters
bringing youngsters m They won t even

make two hundred. So, in the end, you
had to go back to Kohli and Rohit to
save you," said Kaif.

'OUROLDIS STILLGOLD'

While the partnership was aggressive,
there were so many parallels between
the stand in Ranchi and the one Kohil
and Rohit put together in Sydney
against Australia a month ago. Kaif'said
that the duo did the same work they did
in that game in Ranchi and showed that
they still hold value in Indian cricket.

| "Virat Kohli hit a century and the straight

connection of this win is the runs

coming from his bat. He hit seven sixes

and Rohit Sharma got three. They made a

partnership, the same work they did in

Sydney before this series. And the condition

of the Indian team was very bad. After losing

the Test series you got a breath of relief. Our
old is still gold. They are getting old; Kohli is

37, Rohit is 38 their need was there in this

match. If they hadn’t scored runs, South

Africa would have won this match very

easily," said Kaif.
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Jasm

fashion sense and admirers appreciate her ability
to easily transition between casual and
conventional ensembles. Recently, the actress
shared a photo dump of how her life has been lately
and admirers cannot get over some stunning Brown
dress look.Jasmin posed in a short brown dress with a
halter neck design and subtle golden accessories. In
the following pictures, the actress was also seen partying
with some friends. Jasmin also shared glimpses of Bharti

Singh’s baby shower.

Jasmin Bhasin’s Kind Gesture
Jasmin Bhasin is one of those rare celebrities that not only lights up the screen
but also captivates audiences with her grounded and pleasant demeanour.
Some time back, Jasmin demonstrated that kindness and elegance can
coexist. The actress was photographed in the city last dressed casually
but chicly in a classic white tee and blue denim pants. Before entering
her car, Jasmin observed a man with a disability and surreptitiously
offered him money. The encounter, however brief, said much about
her sympathetic side. Meanwhile, the paparazzi seized every
opportunity to photograph her as she immediately posed for a few
shots, greeting the photographers with her usual warmth and
radiant grin.
Jasmin Bhasin’s Career So Far
Jasmin Bhasin’s acting career began in 2011 with the Tamil
film Vaanam. She then acted in a few Malayali and
Telugu films before making her television debut in
Zee TV’s iconic love drama Tashan-e-Ishq. Jasmin
Bhasin, who most recently appeared in Karan
Johar’s The Traitors, has worked on several
successful television dramas, including Dil Se Dil
Tak, Dil Toh Happy Hai Ji, and Naagin 4. Aside
from Bigg Boss, Jasmin has also been in the action
reality show Fear Factor: Khatron Ke Khiladi —
Made in India. She made her Punjabi film debut in
2022 with the film Honeymoon, co-starring Gippy
Grewal.

Yami Gautam g

Lauds Aditya Dhar’s Dhurandhar And
Team: ‘The Madness Is Real’

‘d 7 ami Gautam has been vocal about her excitement for her husband Aditya Dhar’s upcoming film,

Jasmin Bhasin is frequently praised for her

Dhurandhar, which is set to release this December. Ever since the trailer dropped, Yami has taken to

social media to express her admiration for the film and the team behind it.Sharing the trailer on her
official Instagram account, Yami congratulated the entire cast and crew while enthusiastically sharing her
personal reaction.

She wrote: “Have watched it over countless times & still can’t get over it! That’s how you do it! The
madnessisreal... the hypeisreal... May you fly highest {DHURANDHAR !!!!"

Yami Gautam Applauds Aditya Dhar and the Ensemble Castln her post, Yami showered praise on

her husband Aditya Dhar and the film’s

team, highlighting the ensemble cast
and production crew. She added, “And
this monstrous team of insanely
talented people Ranveer Singh,

Sanjay Dutt, R. Madhavan, Arjun

Rampal, Akshay Khanna, Vikash

Nowlakha, Biswadeep Chatterjee

& warm welcome to the lovely

Sara Arjun, Mukesh Chhabra,

Preetisheel Singh, Smriti

Chauhan, Vijay Ganguly, B62

studios, Jio Studios & entire
team."The post received warm responses, including a heart from Sara Arjun and Jio
Studios commenting: “It’s Insane! It’s Incredible. They are Invincible.”

This isn’t the first time Yami has spoken about Dhurandhar. In an interview with The
Hollywood Reporter India, she opened up about her emotional connection to the script.
Yami said, “I really believe that Dhurandhar will be one of your last multi-starrers. And
whatever [ watched of the film, whatever I knew and read of the film, it moved me right
from Day 1. I hadread a couple of scenes and we were still shooting for Article 370. And
Aditya said, ‘Thave written something, would you like to read?’ I said yeah sure. And by
the time he was back, [ was so moved. I had tears in my eyes. He says ‘what happened,
are you okay?’" She added that the film’s strong narrative and impactful script will
leave a lasting impression on audiences.Dhurandhar’s Stellar Ensemble Cast and
Production Team Dhurandhar boasts a remarkable ensemble, led by Ranveer Singh and
featuring Sanjay Dutt, Akshaye Khanna, R. Madhavan and Arjun Rampal.
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Shahid Kapoor Breaks Into A Little
Dance Post Workout, Fans Call Him

ln ¥

fans, and the actor has maintained his toned

physique over the years in Bollywood. He
recently took to Instagram to share a fitness video,
giving fans a glimpse of his intense gym session.
Fans got an extra treat when, after his workout,
Shahid also broke into a little dance.In the video he
posted, Shahid can be seen lifting dumbbells while
wearing a white vest and shorts, paired with a cap.
After completing his sets, the Jab We Met actor broke
into a short, groovy dance as well. He captioned the
video, “Chasing the pump with my boy @bodyholics
back toitlike old times."

Besides this, Tanya, who is also a qualified architect,
runs a business. Reportedly, she was just 19 when she
launched her brand, Handmade Love by Tanya,
which offers handbags, sarees, and other lifestyle
accessories.

Fans Call Shahid ‘GOAT’

The comment section of Shahid’s post was filled with
appreciation for the Haider actor. A comment on the
post read, “GOAT." Another user added, “Ustaad."
Someone wrote, “The OG chocolate boy." An
individual remarked, “Come on Shahid go for it you
can do it oooooohhh!!!" A user requested Shahid,
“Please post a couple workout with Mira Kapoor
too." Shahid’s post motivated a fan, who wrote,
“Broo! And me scrolling with a bag of chips. Yeah I
am gonna start working out for real, by the way that
was 8 months ago." An individual added, “Shahid is
back, old version." A user also advised the actor to
take some rest between sets in the comment section.

Shahid’s Selfie Game Is Strong

Shahid is quite active on Instagram. In a recent post, he
shared a carousel featuring a series of selfies. Some
were taken at the gym, others were mirror selfies, and
a few were candid shots. No matter the style, he
looked effortlessly handsome in all of them.

Fans obviously went gaga over Shahid’s post and filled
the comment section with praises. A user wrote, “Oh
my god what pictures!" Another added, ‘Thank you
for these pics." An individual commented, “Shahid is
looking really dapper. I think he’s ageing in reverse."
The post garnered over three lakh likes on the social
media platform.

‘He’s My Answered Prayer’: Priyanka

Chopra’s Takes Pride In Being Nick
Jonas’ Wife

Shahid Kapoor’s fitness has always impressed

lobal star Priyanka Chopra subtly
attracted attention by reposting an

Instagram Story this weekend that
encapsulated her feelings for husband Nick
Jonas. The post, originally shared by an account
featuring relationship-quotes, stated: “I will
always be my husband’s girl... He’s not merely
my partner. He’s my answered prayer."

The actress effectively embraced the concept and
invited fans to join her by reposting it.Currently,
Priyanka Chopra is one of the top actors in the
entertainment industry.

Her Bollywood performances have won over
millions of hearts, and she’s currently causing a
stir in Hollywood as well. The actress is
constantly active on social media, sharing posts
from her frequent visits to India to film her next
project to her touching moments with daughter
Malti Marie Chopra Jonas.

Nick Jonas is Priyanka Chopra’s “Answered
Prayer”

Priyanka views her relationship with Nick as an
alliance based on mutual support rather than
merely as a celebrity pair, as seen by her caption-
free repost. Her willingness to accept the
moniker “husband’s girl" shows that she is at
ease in her position rather than being
subservient; she presents it as something
“precious" rather than “simple."

The post by Moms Quotes Inspire that caught
Priyanka’s eye reads: “I will always be my
husband’s girl. Not because it’s simple, but
because it’s precious.

God knew I required someone patient enough to
comprehend me, strong enough to bear what I
cannot express, and gentle enough to love me
through every tempest. He’s not merely my
partner. He’s my answered prayer.”

Nick Jonas, on the other hand, has also shown
affection for his wife in public. During
Priyanka’s recent title release for her upcoming
movie, SS Rajamouli’s ‘Varanasi,” he posted
pictures of her with the phrase “My Desi Girl," a
light-hearted and loving reference to her Indian
heritage and his prominent support.Priyanka
previously shared a post on Instagram that
highlighted fun memories from their latest
family vacation to the Disney Park in Orlando.
In one picture, Priyanka and Nick were the
epitome of a couple, but in every other picture,
Malti Marie was the focus.
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Over 300 citizens evacuated, 21 tonnes of aid sent
India's efforts for Cyclone Ditwah-hit Sri Lanka

New Delhi , Agency:
The Indian Air Force (IAF)
has evacuated more than 300
Indian nationals who were
stranded in Sri Lanka amid
severe flooding triggered by
Cyclone Ditwah that has
killed over 330 people and
affected more than 1.3 million
across the island. The final
group of 104 stranded Indians
was brought back on Monday
when the IAF aircraft landed
in Thiruvananthapuram at
around 6:30 am.

Notably, the IAF’s IL-76
and C-130J heavy-lift carri-
ers, which had earlier trans-
ported rescue supplies and
NDRF teams to Sri Lanka
under Operation  Sagar
Bandhu, were also used to

bring back stranded passen-
gers. India deployed spe-
cialised rescue teams and
emergency supplies after
Cyclone Ditwah led to major
flooding and landslides in Sri
Lanka’s eastern region.

Along with the personnel,
nearly 21 tonnes of essential
items, including tents, blan-
kets, mattresses, dignity kits
and other urgently needed
material, were flown in last
weekend to help the worst-
affected communities.

The IAF has now evacuat-

ed more than 300 stranded | '_ il

Indian citizens.

In multiple missions, IAF
helicopters also airlifted 57
Sri Lankan Army personnel
from Diyathalawa Army

Camp and Colombo to
Kotmale, according to a press
release. Kotmale, located in
Sri Lanka’s central province,

is a landslide-hit area that
remains fully cut off by road.

“A total of 55 civilians,
including Indians, foreign

nationals and Sri Lankan sur-
vivors, were successfully evac-
uated to Colombo. Operating
round the clock, the two
Indian helicopters have flown
more than 12 sorties for the
rescue operations so far,” the
release said.

In a statement, the Indian
High Commission in Sri
Lanka said that India has
stepped up its support for Sri
Lanka’s rescue work and
expanded operations across
several affected regions as
part of Operation Sagar
Bandhu. Chetak helicopters
from INS Vikrant have moved
people to safer locations,
while NDRF teams were
working in Sri Lanka’s
Puttalam and Badulla areas,

which remain badly affected
and cut off. The death toll
from floods and landslides
caused by Cyclone Ditwah
rose to 334 on Sunday,
according to Sri Lanka’s dis-
aster agency, with many peo-
ple still missing.

It is the worst natural dis-
aster to strike the island in 20
years. Officials said the scale
of destruction in the badly hit
central region is becoming
clearer only now, as workers
clear roads blocked by fallen
trees and mudslides.

President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake, who declared a
state of emergency.

has promised to rebuild
the affected areas with inter-
national assistance.

Speeding car plunges 50 feet from Ghazia- Probe pan-India digital arrest ft-
aud cases: Supreme Court to CBI

bad's Rajnagar ﬂyover after drlver dozes

Ghaziabad, Agency: A
car carrying two passengers
plunged 50 feet from a fly-
over in Uttar Pradesh's
Ghaziabad early on Monday
after the driver fell asleep at
the wheel, killing one per-
son and leaving the other
injured.

The speeding vehicle
broke through the railing of
the Rajnagar flyover and
plummeted into the premis-
es of a PWD office below.

The driver of the car,
identified as Prince, is
undergoing treatment at a
hospital while his father,
48-year-old Rakesh Kumar,
was killed in the accident,
news agency PTI reported.

The accident took place
around 3 am on Monday
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allegedly dozed off at the
wheel, Additional
Commissioner of Police,
Nandgram, Upasna Pandey,
told PTI.

The officer said that
Prince's father, Rakesh
Kumar, a resident of
Jagarati Vihar, was also

R
both were trapped inside
the mangled car and had to
be pulled out by the police
with the help of locals,
Pandey added.

They were then taken to
a nearby hospital, where
doctors declared Rakesh
Kumar dead. His body has

Prince, who is currently
belng treated for his
injuries, is out of danger,
the police said.

Speeding Mercedes rams
three persons in Delhi's
Vasant Kunj

The incident comes a day
after a speeding Mercedes
car hit three persons and
rammed into a roadside
pole near the Ambience
Mall in Delhi's Vasant Kunj.

One of the three persons
hit by the car, 23-year-old
Rohit Singh, died in the
accident, while two of his
friends were injured and
taken to the hospital for
treatment. All three worked
at a restaurant in the
Ambience Mall.

The driver of the car,

New Delhi, Agency: The
Supreme Court on Monday
entrusted the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to probe all
pending first information reports
(FIR) in cases related to digital
fraud.

“The digital arrest scam
undoubtedly requires immediate
attention of the premier investiga-
tion agency and therefore we pro-
ceed further with a clear direction
that CBI shall investigate case
reporting as Digital Arrest scam,”
said a bench of Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant and justice
Joymalya Bagchi.

The court issued a slew of
directions giving the agency a
“free hand” to probe the role of
banks and its officials in facilitat-
ing opening of new bank accounts
into which the fraudsters coerce

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
to assist the court on how artificial
intelligence or machine learning
tools can be employed to detect
such accounts.

The court directed the
Information Technology interme-
diaries to provide details and
cooperation to the CBI in the
investigation related to digital
arrest cases. The bench asked all
states, Union Territories (UT) to
set up a regional and state cyber
crime coordination centre to deal
with such online offences.

The top court said all states
and Union Territories and their
police agencies along with CBI are
free to freeze bank accounts used
in defrauding citizens.

The court passed the order in a
suo motu proceedings on a letter
addressed by an elderly couple in

when the driver, Prince,
who is in his mid-twenties,

travelling with him in the
car. Following the accident,

been
mortem

sent for

a post-

examination. after the incident.

Shivam, 29, was arrested

the victims to transfer money.
The court also issued notice to

Haryana who were duped of over
1 crore in a digital arrest fraud.

Beef' in buffet triggers row at Aligarh  Govt directs companies to pre-install ‘Sanchar

wedding; samples sent for forensic test

Aligarh, Agency: A fig broke
out at a wedding reception in the
Civil Lines area here over a stick-
er at a dining counter that read
"beef curry", police said on
Monday.

Two guests, Akash and Gaurav
Kumar, objected to the label and
tried to record a video on Sunday
nig at the party, leading to a fra-
cas.

A police team and Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) offi-
cials arrived and collected food
samples for forensic examination.

Circle Officer Sarvam Singh
said three people — the caterer
and two others allegedly involved
in the altercation — were detained
for questioning and released later
in the nig.

"Action will be taken only after
the forensic report establishes the
nature of the meat. No case has
been filed so far," he said.

Gaurav Kumar has submitted a
written complaint against the
caterer, alleging deliberate hurt-

ing of religious sentiments.

Police said confusion over the
term "beef", used interchangeably
for both buffalo meat (legal) and
cow meat (banned), often leads to
tensions in the region.

As news spread, BJP workers
gathered at the Civil Lines Police
Station, demanding strict action.

BSP leader Salman Shahid,
who also reached the station,
accused BJP workers of "high-
handed behaviour" and ignoring
explanations that the issue arose
from a misunderstanding.

Shashi Tharoor absent again from key
Congress meet, gives a ‘plane’ reason

New Delhi, Agency:
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor's
currently complicated relation-
ship with his party saw another
chapter as a crucial session of
Parliament began on Monday.
The Congress Working
Committee (CWC) member was
absent yet again from a key party
meeting on Sunday, on the eve of
the winter session.

“I didn’t skip it. I was on a
plane coming from Kerala. That’s
all,” was his succinct reply when
asked about it outside Parliament.

The meeting was chaired by
Sonia Gandhi and was convened
to discuss the party's strategy for
the session. The session started
on a stormy note as the Congress-
led Opposition is insisting on dis-
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cussions on the controversial
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of voter rolls and the issue of
national security in the wake of
the recent blast in Delhi.

Tharoor's office did elaborate a
bit on the explanation for why he
missed the meeting: he was trav-
eling back from Kerala with his
90-year-old mother on a flig
around the same time.

Saathi’ app for mobile phone, data security

New Delhi, Agency: The
Department of Telecom munications
(DoT) has issued a directive to all
original equipment manufacturers
(OEMs), directing them to mandatori-
ly install the Sanchar Saathi app on all
mobile devices, with the provision
that users aren’t able to uninstall the
app.

According to the directive, OEMs
like Apple, Oppo, Vivo, Xiaomi,
Samsung will have 9o days to pre-
install the app on new mobile phones.

The portal, set up in May 2023,
allows the reporting and blocking of
lost mobile phones, malicious web
links, know the number of mobile
connections in a user’s name, and
check trusted contact details of banks
and financial institutions.

A DoT official told that the man-
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date is based on the belief that it will
make fraud reporting much easier.

“Rig now, reporting time varies
because users have to go to the web-
site to report fraud or stolen mobile
phones,” the official said.

When asked how users would
report a lost phone if the app is on the
device itself, the official said the portal
is “advanced enough” that users do
not need to remember their IMEI

number. “The government doesn’t
want citizens to be burdened,” the
official added.

The Sanchar Saathi app will offer
other services such as checking mobile
connections issued in a user’s name,
verifying whether a handset is gen-
uine, and reporting suspicious com-
munication or spam. Unlike the web-
site, the app will not require OTP ver-
ification on the phone.

“This saves time and in fraud cases,
even a few seconds matter,” the offi-
cial said.

According to the DoT, cyber fraud
has led to losses of nearly 35,000
crore in the last three to four years.
The official said the department
expects full cooperation from OEMs
in implementing this directive.

Woman's body gnawed by 1nsects at mortuary 1nUP's Jhansi; § staffters face action

Jhansi, Agency: The
body of a 26-year-old
woman was found gnawed
by insects at a mortuary in a
medical college in Uttar
Pradesh's Jhansi, her family
alleged. The incident led to
authorities launching a
probe, with three staffers of
the medical facility facing
action.

According to officials,
the deceased, identified as
Kranti Devi, a native of
Sarvo village in the
Gurusarai area, had

investigation would be con-
ducted into the incident.
Mahour said that while one
mortuary employee was ter-
minated, another had been
suspended and a third was
issued a show-cause notice.

A detailed probe into the
incident is currently under-
way, with directions being
issued to staffers to ensure
proper maintenance and
greater sensitivity in the
mortuary, PTI quoted offi-
cials as saying.

In another news from

allegedly consumed poison
on November 28 following
an argument with her hus-
band, news agency PTI
reported.

The argument took place
at the home of the deceased,
who died during treatment
at the medical college. Her
body was then kept in the

mortuary of the facility.
The woman's brother,
- ® @ &

Saksham Patel, said he had

paid money to the medical
college a day before for the
body to be kept in the mor-
tuary freezer. However, he
claimed that when he
returned the next day to
take the body, he saw that
insects had  partially
gnawed at her eye and ear,
the report further men-
tioned.

After the brother flagged
the issue, the Chief Medical
Superintendent (CMS) Dr
Sachin Mahour reached the
mortuary. Mahour said that
on examination of the
corpse, bite marks were
found near the woman’s
eyes and ears.

The chief medical super-
intendent assured the fami-
ly of the deceased that an
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UP, a 25-year-old woman
was found dead under mys-
terious circumstances
inside her house in Amethi
on Monday, police said.

The woman, identified as
Sapna, had been married
for two years, PTI news
agency reported.

The deceased's body was
sent for post-mortem exam-
ination.
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‘ Canada, Agency: known for
its vast landscapes and natural
beauty, becomes especially
.. enchanting in winter. The Rocky
Mountain region-particularly
Banff and Lake Louise in Alberta-
stands out as one of the most pic-
turesque winter destinations in
the world. Towering snow-cov-
ered mountains, frozen lakes, and
alpine towns combine to create a
winter paradise perfect for adven-
ture seekers and nature lovers.
Banff National Park, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site,
offers  breathtaking  winter
scenery. The iconic **Lake
Louise** freezes into a massive
natural ice rink where visitors can
skate surrounded by snowy
peaks. Every winter, an elaborate
ice castle is built on the lake,
«  adding a magical touch to the
backdrop. For photographers, the
setting is unmatched-turquoise
lake waters turning icy blue, pine
trees heavy with snow, and sun-
light reflecting off the glaciers.
. Skiing and snowboarding
enthusiasts find Banff a dream
destination with world-class
slopes at Sunshine Village, Mount
Norquay, and Lake Louise Ski
| Resort. The powdery snow and
panoramic views make every

Canada's Winter Majesty - Exploring Banff and Lake Louise

descent thrilling. For beginners,
friendly instructors and easy
slopes ensure a comfortable
introduction to winter sports.

Winter hiking is another high-
light. Trails like Johnston Canyon
offer safe paths through frozen
waterfalls, icy creeks, and snow-
filled forests. Guided night walks
even allow visitors to explore
canyon walls illuminated by soft
lights.

Banff Town adds to the charm
with its warm mountain hospital-
ity. Wooden lodges, cozy cafés,
and local shops create a comfort-
ing atmosphere. Visitors can
relax in the world-famous Banff
Upper Hot Springs, where warm
mineral water contrasts beauti-
fully with the cold mountain air.

Wildlife sightings remain pos-
sible in winter too. Elk, deer, and
bighorn sheep often wander close
to roads and towns, offering
memorable glimpses of Canada's
natural inhabitants.

With outstanding landscapes,
winter sports, and peaceful
escapes, Banff and Lake Louise
deliver a perfect blend of adven-
ture and tranquility. It is a desti-
nation that captures the spirit of
winter in its purest form.

nes-

tinations. As the first
snowflakes fall, the entire
region transforms into a glis-
tening white paradise that
attracts skiers, honeymooners,
adventure lovers, and nature
enthusiasts alike. Known as the
"Heartland of Winter Sports in
India," Gulmarg seamlessly
blends natural beauty with
thrilling activities, making it an
irresistible winter getaway.
One of the highlights of
Gulmarg is the **Gulmarg
Gondola**, Asia's largest and
highest cable car. During win-
ter, the gondola ride offers
breathtaking views of snow-
covered pine forests and tow-
ering peaks. The second phase
of the ride takes travelers to
nearly 4,000 meters above sea

Explorlng the Magic of Gulmarg India's Winter Wonderland

Gulmarg, Agency:
tled in the Pir Panjal range of
Jammu & Kashmir, is one of
India's most iconic winter des-

scenery feels like a scene from
a postcard. For adventure
seekers, this region offers some
of the best skiing and snow-
boarding slopes in Asia.

The serenity of Gulmarg is
equally mesmerizing. Frozen
lakes, snow-laden meadows,
and quiet walking trails create
a peaceful environment for
those who wish to relax. For
photography lovers, every cor-
ner offers a new frame-
whether it's the sight of locals
wearing traditional pherans,
children playing with snow-
balls, or the majestic Apharwat
Peak glowing under the winter
sun.

Gulmarg also carries a rich
cultural charm. Visitors can
explore the quaint town mar-
ket, which offers Kashmiri
handicrafts, pashmina shawls,
saffron, and dried fruits. A visit
to the **St. Mary's Church**,

adds a unique historical touch
to the trip. The nearby
**Maharani Temple** stands
out beautifully against the 2
white backdrop, making it a
scenic spiritual stop.

Food in Gulmarg brings
warmth to the cold climate.
Traditional dishes such as %
**Rogan Josh, Yakhni, 3%
Harissa**, and **Kahwa** are
not only delicious but comfort-
ing in the freezing tempera-
tures. Many hotels and resorts s
also offer bonfire nights and
indoor heating to ensure a cozy
stay.

Whether you seek thrilling
ski adventures or simply want
to experience the charm of
snowfall, Gulmarg provides the
perfect winter escape. It is a
destination where the magic of
nature meets the serenity of
the mountains, making every

level,

where the panoramic

surrounded by snowy fields,

moment truly unforgettable.

Discovering the FrozenBeauty of Switzerland in Winter

Switzerland, Agency:
is often synonymous with
winter wonderlands, and
for good reason. When
snow blankets its valleys
and peaks, the country
transforms into a fairytale
destination straight out of a
storybook. = Winter in
Switzerland is not just a
season-it's an experience
filled with scenic beauty,
luxury, adventure, and cul-
tural charm.

Cities like  Zurich,
Lucerne, and Geneva
sparkle under winter lights,
offering festive markets,
warm cafés, and charming
cobblestone streets. But the

real magic lies in the alpine
regions-Zermatt, St. Moritz,
Interlaken, and Jungfrau-
where snow-covered moun-
tains rise majestically and
offer incredible opportuni-
ties for winter sports.
Switzerland's  world-
famous ski resorts attract
visitors from around the
globe. Zermatt, located at
the foot of the iconic
Matterhorn, offers pristine
slopes, elegant chalets, and
gourmet dining experi-
ences. St. Moritz, known for
luxury and glamour, hosts
international winter sports
events like snow polo and
ice cricket. Meanwhile,
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Jungfrau Region delights
travelers with its stunning
train journeys and
panoramic Snow views.

Winter in Switzerland
also offers serene experi-
ences. The  **Glacier
Express**, often called the
world's slowest express
train, takes passengers
through breathtaking land-
scapes of deep gorges,
frozen rivers, and snowy
valleys. Many visitors also
enjoy quiet lakeside walks
in Lucerne or explore
medieval castles that look
even more enchanting dur-
ing winter.

Food is another highlight

of a Swiss winter trip.
Nothing beats enjoying fon-
due or raclette in a cozy
wooden chalet while the
snow falls outside. Warm
chocolate drinks, pastries,
and Swiss cheese specialties
make every meal comfort-
ing.

Switzerland's winter fes-
tivals add a cultural flavor.
Christmas markets glow
with lights, wooden stalls,
and festive music.

The Locarno Film
Festival in winter and vari-
ous snow carnivals bring
locals and tourists together
in celebration.
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Finland, Agency: is a desti-
nation where winter becomes an
extraordinary adventure. Known
for its pristine wilderness, magi-
cal snowy forests, and the mes-
merizing  Northern  Lights,
Finland offers a unique travel
experience that blends nature,
culture, and comfort. Especially
in regions like Lapland, winter
transforms the landscape into a
sparkling white wonderland that
feels almost unreal.

Rovaniemi, the official home-
town of Santa Claus, is one of
Finland's most popular winter
destinations. Visitors can meet
Santa at Santa Claus Village, cross
the Arctic Circle line, enjoy rein-
deer rides, or stay in cozy log cab-
ins. For families and adventure
lovers, this place is a dream come
true.

But the biggest attraction of a
Finnish winter is the Aurora
Borealis. Between September and
March, the skies often explode
into waves of green, pink, and
purple lights dancing across the
horizon. Many travelers book
nights in **glass igloo hotels**,
where they can lie comfortably in

F1nl - A 1nter Escape Into the Land of the Northern Lights

warm beds and watch the
Northern Lights through trans-
parent ceilings-an experience that
feels nothing short of magical.

Winter activities in Finland are
abundant. Husky sledding
through snowy trails, snowshoe-
ing in silent forests, ice fishing on
frozen lakes, and snowmobile
safaris across Arctic landscapes
are just a few of the unforgettable
adventures. For those seeking
relaxation, Finland's traditional
**sauna culture** offers warmth
and rejuvenation. Many hotels
provide heated outdoor pools
where guests can soak in warm
water while surrounded by snow.

Finnish cuisine adds to the
winter charm. Hot berry soups,
salmon dishes, rye bread, and
locally sourced winter meals pro-
vide comfort in the freezing tem-
peratures. Cafés serve steaming
mugs of hot chocolate or coffee,
perfect after long walks in the
snow.

From its magical light displays
to its cozy cabins and thrilling
Arctic activities, Finland promises
a winter escape like no other.
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