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Edward Snowden's 'free speech’
retort to Elon Musk's poll on dissent

World. Among many hits and replies to the post, one

came in from whistleblower Edward Snowden, whose
revelations about alleged espionage by the US
National Security Agency (NSA) shook the world
back in 2013."First of all, Americans' freedom of
expression, which includes all manner of flag-
trampling and other unlikable acts, is constitutionally-
protected for a very good reason. Secondly, what are
you going to do when they tear it down and replace it
with this?," Snowden posted on X with a picture of fast
food giant McDonald's in his reply.Elon Musk's post
apparently referred to the ongoing pro-Palestine
protests at university campuses across the United
States and how those protesters should be treated.

Musk followed his online poll with a comment on his
own post that read "I’m not saying they can’t come
back, but they have to experience that country for some
period of time before returning."Meanwhile, Snowden
seemed to be suggesting that it would rather be a good
idea to take those using the right to free speech to
McDonald's to eat. Edward Snowden had fled the US
and was given asylum in Russia after leaking secret
files in 2013 that revealed vast domestic and
international surveillance operations carried out by the
NSA, where he once worked.

Security measures tightened for
Chinese nationals in Pakistan, to
now travel with armoured vehicles

World. Movement restrictions have now been placed on
Chinese nationals in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
region, as per a report by Dawn. The KP government
has mandated that Chinese citizens must travel
accompanied by armoured vehicles while in the area.

This directive was announced by a senior police official
during a meeting held on Wednesday. Tahir Ayub Khan,
deputy inspector general of police in Hazara range said,
"As we're adopting all possible measures for the safety
of Chinese nationals, they shouldn't travel in the
province without armoured vehicles in line with the
government's directions”.

The meeting, convened to address security concerns for
the Suki Kinari hydropower project in the Malkandi
area of Kaghan WValley, brought together various
stakeholders, including security personnel, Chinese
engineers, and project managers. Discussions centered
on the implementation of stringent security measures
to safeguard the lives of individuals involved in critical
infrastructure projects, as reported by Dawn.

2,000 arrested as protests rock US
colleges, Biden says 'order must
prevail’

New Delhi. At least 2,000 people have so far been
arrested in connection with the protests on college
campuses against the Israel-Hamas war. According to
the Associated Press, the arrests have been made
across 35 campuses, since a tent encampment began at
Columbia University on April 17. Meanwhile, a police
officer involved with clearing protesters from a
Columbia University building fired his gun inside the
hall. However, no one was injured.

The demonstrators had seized Hamilton Hall on April 30,
ramping up their presence on the campus from a tent
encampment that had been there. Tensions on college
campuses have been building for days as
administrators turned to police to clear demonstrators
by force, leading to clashes that have seized
widespread attention.

Death toll from rains in southern
Brazil climbs to 29, Lula visits

region

SAO PAULO. The death toll from heavy rains in Brazil's
southernmost state of Rio Grande do Sul rose to 29,
local authorities said on Thursday evening, as the state
government declared a state of public calamity to
handle the dramatic situation.

The storms, which have caused the greatest devastation in
the state in recent years, also left 60 people missing and
10,242 displaced in 154 cities, according to Rio Grande
do Sul's civil defense.

"It's not just another critical case; it's the most critical that

the state will

probably have
recorded in its
history," state

Governor Eduardo

Leite said in a live

broadcast on social

media, adding that
the situation is
worse than last

year's rains in the state.

More than 300,000 people have also been left without
electricity after a dam at a small hydroelectric power
plant burst on Thursday, the state's main utilities
company said.President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva flew
over the affected areas and met with Governor Leite in
Santa Maria on Thursday for an emergency meeting."l
told the governor and my ministers that the federal
government will make every effort. ... We will take care
of this with great care and respect," Lula said during the
meeting.

In a video posted on social media, Leite called for
coordination in the efforts to rescue people, asking for
"full force" as he declared a state of public calamity
citing the risk faced by the state as a result of climate
events.Lula told Leite in a call late on Wednesday he
would send as many men as necessary to help deal with
the situation, the president's office said.

The move by Russia's
military puts US and
Russian troops in close
proximity at a time when
the nations' military and
diplomatic rivalry is
increasingly acrimonious
over the conflict in Ukraine.

Ankara. Turkey halted all trade

WASHINGTON. US President Joe I‘

"But dissent must never lead to

Washington.

Washington. Russian military personnel

have entered an air base in Niger that is
hosting US troops, a senior US defense
official told Reuters, a move that follows
a decision by Niger's junta to expel US
forces from the country.

The military officers ruling the West

African nation have told the US to
withdraw its nearly 1,000 military

until a coup last year had been a key
partner for Washington's fight
against insurgents who have killed
thousands of people and displaced
millions more.

A senior US defense official, §
speaking on condition of
anonymity, said Russian forces
were not mingling with U.S. troops
but were using a separate hanger at
Airbase 101, which is next to Diori
Hamani International Airport in
Niamey, Niger's capital.

The move by Russia's military puts
US and Russian troops in close
proximity at a time when the nations'
military and diplomatic rivalry is
increasingly acrimonious over the
conflict in Ukraine.

It also raises questions about the fate of US

installations in the country following a
withdrawal."(The situation) is not great
but in the short-term manageable," the
official said.The Nigerien and Russian
embassies in Washington did not

immediately respond to a request for
comment.The US and its allies have been
forced to move troops out of a number of
African countries following coups that
brought to power groups eager to distance
themselves from Western governments.
In addition to the impending departure
from Niger, U.S. troops have also left
Chad in recent days, while French forces
have been kicked out of Mali and Burkina
Faso.At the same time, Russia is seeking

Turkey Halts Trade With Israel Amid
"Violence" Against Palestinians

activities with Israel due to the
latter's "non-stop violence"
against Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip, the Turkish Trade Ministry
said.The move follows Turkey's
imposition of restrictions on an
array of exports to Israel since last
month, which Ankara said on
Thursday would remain in effect
until a ceasefire in Gaza is
achieved.In a statement, the
Ministry recalled that Ankara
previously restricted the export of
54 product groups to Israel in April
because the "massacre, humanitarian
catastrophe, and physical destruction
caused by Israel continued," and the
Israeli government "ignored"
international ceasefire efforts and
blocked humanitarian aid, Xinhua
news agency reported.It is observed
that the Israeli government continues

its aggressive behaviour and the
humanitarian tragedy in Palestine
worsens," the Ministry said.

"In this respect, the second phase of the

measures taken at the state level has
been initiated and export and import
transactions with Israel have been
suspended for all products," said the
statement.Turkey will strictly and

decisively implement
these new measures until
the Israeli government
allows the uninterrupted
and sufficient flow of
humanitarian aid to
Gaza, it added.On the
other hand, the Turkish
Trade Ministry is
coordinating with
Palestinian authorities to
ensure that Palestinian
people "who are forced
to live under
occupation" are not affected by these
restrictions, the Ministry noted.Listen
to the latest songs, only on
JioSaavn.comAccording to the
Turkish Statistical Institute, trade
between the two countries amounted to
$6.8 billion in 2023, with Turkish
exports accounting for 76 per cent of
the total.

Biden says 'order must prevuil' during US
college protests over war in Gaza

Biden on Thursday rejected calls
from student protesters to change
his approach to the war in Gaza
while insisting that "order must
prevail" as college campuses across
the country face a wave of violence,
outrage and fear."Dissent is
essential for democracy," Biden
said at the White House.

disorder."The Democratic
president broke days of silence on
the protests with his remarks, which
followed mounting criticism from
Republicans who have tried to turn
scenes of unrest into a campaign
cudgel. By focusing on a law-and-
order message while defending the
right to free speech, Biden is grasping
for a middle ground on an intensely
divisive issue in the middle of his
reelection campaign.

He largely sidestepped protesters'

demands, which have included ending

Us

military
operations. Asked after his remarks
whether the demonstrations would
prompt him to consider changing
course, Biden responded with a simple
"no."Biden said that he did not want
the National Guard to be deployed to

support for Israeli

campuses. Some Republicans have
called for sending in troops, an idea
with a fraught history. Four students
were shot and killed at Kent State
University by members of the Ohio
National Guard during protests over

the Vietnam War in 1970.

Tensions on college campuses have
been building for days as
demonstrators refuse to remove
encampments and administrators
turn to police to clear them by force,
leading to clashes that have seized
widespread attention.

Biden said he rejected efforts to use
the situation to "score political
points," calling the situation a
"moment for clarity.""There's the
right to protest, but not the right to

cause chaos," Biden said shortly before
leaving the White House for a trip to
North Carolina. "People have the right
to get an education, the right to get a
degree, the right to walk across campus
safely without fear of being attacked."

Biden's last previous public comment on
the demonstrations came more than a
week ago, when he condemned

"antisemitic protests" and "those who

don't understand what's going on with
the Palestinians."

Russian troops enter base housing US
military in Niger: Report

to strengthen relations with
African nations, pitching
Moscow as a friendly country
with no colonial baggage in the
continent.Mali, for example, has
in recent years become one of
Russia's closest African allies,
with the Wagner Group
mercenary force deploying there
to fight jihadist insurgents.
Russia has described relations with
the United States as "below zero"
because of US military and
financial aid for Ukraine in the
war now approaching the end of
its second year.The US official
said Nigerien authorities had told
President Joe Biden's administration that
about 60 Russian military personnel
would be in Niger, but the official could
not verify that number.After the coup, the
US military moved some of its forces in
Niger from Airbase 101 to Airbase 201 in
the city of Agadez. It was not immediately
clear what US military equipment
remained at Airbase 101.

Will accept Wisconsin poll
results if everything is honest,

says Donald Trump

Washington Former US President Donald
Trump said he may not accept the 2024 election
results in Wisconsin, a key battleground state in
his matchup with President Joe Biden, leaving
open the possibility of post-election turmoil.In
an interview with the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel on Wednesday, Trump said that if he
does not believe the result in November's

election was legitimate,

"you have to fight for

the right of the country."The Republican
presidential candidate's comments came on the
heels of an interview this week with Time
magazine in which Trump did not rule out the
possibility of political violence around the
election, saying "it depends on the fairness" of
the process.On his way to an event on Thursday
in Charlotte, North Carolina, Biden was asked
whether he is worried Trump won’t accept the

electionresults.
"Listen to what he says," Biden said.

In the Journal

Sentinel interview, Trump

reiterated his baseless claims that he won
Wisconsin - a Midwestern state he lost to Biden,
a Democrat, by about 21,000 votes in 2020 -
and that the election was tainted by fraud.
Trump's campaign unsuccessfully sought to
disqualify almost 240,000 ballots cast for
Biden. Trump won Wisconsin over Democrat
Hillary Clinton in 2016, and his rematch this
year with Biden is expected to be tight. He held
campaign rallies on Wednesday in Wisconsin

and Michigan,

another battleground

state. Trump said in the newspaper interview
that he will not hesitate to raise doubts about the
election if he is convinced something is amiss
with the results."I'd be doing a disservice to the

country if I said otherwise,"

Trump said. "But

no, I expect an honest election and we expect to
win maybe very big."

"He Respects Them": Whl’re House Af’rer
Biden Calls Japan, India "’ 'Xenophobic”

«White House Press Secretary

Karine Jean Pierre asserted
that the President's
comments were part of a
broader message
emphasising the strength
derived from America's
immigrant heritage.

Hours after President Joe
Biden termed India, Japan and other
nations, "xenophobic," the White House
clarified the President's intentions,
emphasising his "respect" for allies and
partners.White House Press Secretary
Karine Jean Pierre asserted that the
President's comments were part of a
broader message emphasising the
strength derived from America's
immigrant heritage."Our allies and
partners know very well how much this
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President respects them...He was making

a broad comment speaking about this
(US) country, speaking about how
important it is to be a country of
immigrants and how it makes our country
stronger."The Press Secretary stressed
that Biden's focus remains on bolstering
diplomatic relationships with nations
such as India and Japan, evident in his
actions over the past three
years."Obviously, we have a strong
relationship with, India with Japan, and
the President if you just look at the last
three years has certainly focused on those
diplomatic relationships," she
added."The broader case that he was
trying to make," Jean Pierre continued,
"which most leaders and allies across the
globe understand that when it comes to
who we are as a nation, we are a nation of
immigrants."Emphasising the
significance of America's immigrant
identity, she reiterated Biden's belief that
diversity strengthens the nation. "That is
in our DNA. You have heard the
President say it, it makes us better, and we
are stronger for it and that is a very
important point to know," Jean Pierre
said

!

The comments were made at a Washington,

DC, fundraiser that marked the start of
Asian American, Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander Heritage Month, which
celebrates diversity in the United States.
"One of the reasons why our economy is
growing is because of you and many
others. Why? Because we welcome
immigrants," Biden said, according to a
pool report and a transcript sent out by the
White House."Why is China stalling so
badly economically? Why is Japan
having trouble? Why is Russia? Why is
India? Because they're xenophobic. They

don't want immigrants," he
continued. "Immigrants are what
makes us strong. Not a joke. That's
not hyperbole, because we have an
influx of workers who want to be
here and just contribute," he added.
White House National Security
Communications Advisor John
Kirby, also defended the President's
comments, telling reporters that
allies and partners like India and
Japan understood that Biden
"completely and utterly values the
idea of alliances and partnerships."
Immigration is a polarising issue in
US politics, and will almost certainly
play a major role in the November
presidential election. Illegal border
crossings have contributed to an average
2 million influx per year since 2021, the
highestlevel ever.a

Polls show broad public disapproval of

how President Biden has handled the
surge, and former president Donald
Trump, who also faced criticism for his
immigration policies, is running for
office on promises to crack down and
deport millions of people.
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‘Daro mat, Bhago mat...,” PM Modi jabs as Rahul Gandhi
switches from Amethi to Rae Bareli; files nomination

RNS I Kolkata: In a strate-
gic move, Rahul Gandhi, a
key figure in the Congress
party, has shifted his elec-
toral focus from Amethi
to Rae Bareli. He submit-
ted his nomination papers
amidst heightened political
fervor, indicating a signifi-
cant change in his election
strategy for the upcoming
Lok Sabha polls.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seized on this devel-
opment to criticize Gan-
dhi, using his own slogan
against him. Speaking at a
rally in West Bengal, Modi
remarked, “I had already in-
formed you that the prince
is seeking another seat for
himself due to the fear of
defeat in Wayanad.

Now, he has had to leave
Amethi and opt for the Rae
Bareli seat. These people
go around telling everyone
‘daro mat’ (don’t be afraid)!

I would say the same to
them, daro mat, bhago mat
(don’t be afraid, do not
run).

The Congress party of-
ficially announced Rahul
Gandhi as its candidate
from Rae Bareli and Kishori
Lal Sharma from Amethi
in Uttar Pradesh, putting
an end to all speculations.
Rahul’s decision to contest
from Rae Bareli, a Con-
gress stronghold where his
mother Sonia Gandhi won
in the 2019 elections, high-
lights the party’s strategy to

strengthen its position in
crucial constituencies.
Sonia Gandhi, a Congress
leader, has decided to step
back from the Lok Sabha
elections by choosing a Ra-
jya Sabha seat.

Rahul’s choice to contest
from Rae Bareli follows
his defeat in Amethi in the
2019 parliamentary elec-
tions against Union Minis-
ter Smriti Irani, signaling a
shift in his political strategy
and campaign dynamics.
Congress has fielded its top
leader Rahul Gandhi from

DAYV Public School, Bokaro Celebrates ‘Mango Day’
with Virtual Mangoes

RNS I Bokaro: Little ones at
DAV Public School, Sector
6, Bokaro, celebrated “Man-
go Day” with zest, partici-
pating in an online competi-
tion that transformed them
into virtual mangoes. The
event, part of the school’s
co-curricular activities, saw
children from LKG and
UKG classes dressing up as
green and yellow mangoes
and reciting poetry in both
Hindi and English. School
principal Brij Mohan Lal
Das commended the chil-
dren’s enthusiastic partici-
pation in the Mango Day

celebration,  emphasizing
how such activities help cor-
rect pronunciation issues
and develop language skills.
During the event, teacher
Bhavna Ghale enlightened
the children about various
types of mangoes, dishes
made from them, and the
mango production season.
The program was conducted
by teacher Aradhana Ku-
mari. Students from both
classes LKG and UKG, in-
cluding Abhinandan Sinha,
Arnav Mishra, Roshan Raj,
Srishti Kumari, Sushmita
Besra, Vanshika Kumari,

Vidyanshu Kumar, Vivek
Oraon, Nikhil Singh, Mevan
Kumar, Jatin Kumar, Aarav,
Aarohi, Akhil, Aakriti, Anu,
Ansh Kumar, Dakshita, Dis-
hant, Harsh Palak, Paridhi,
Rajveer Raunak, Ridhima,

Rihaan, Ronit, Niranjan,
Sahil Kumar, Saksham,
Shanvi Mishra, Shivansh

Kumar, Shreya, Shreyas Ku-
mar, Sonam Kumari, Yash,
Srishaili, Yug, and Ved ac-
tively participated. Teachers
Bhavana Ghale, Aradhana
Kumari, and Seema Mishra
provided full support for
the program.

Rae Bareli and Kishori Lal
Sharma from Amethi in Ut-
tar Pradesh to take on the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
in the Lok Sabha elections.
As Rahul Gandhi filed his
nomination to contest from
the Raebareli constituency
in Uttar Pradesh, CPI’s An-
nie Raja criticized him, say-
ing he should have revealed
this earlier to the voters in
Wayanad.

Rahul was the UDF can-
didate in Wayanad where
CPI fielded Annie Raja. The
constituency went to polls
on April 26 in the second
phase of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

“He should have shown po-
litical morality. He should
have informed the people of
Wayanad about Raebareli.
It is not acceptable that he
kept this away from the
people of Wayanad,” said
Annie Raja.

HC allows Hemant Soren to attend
uncle’s rites under Police Custody

RNS I Ranchi: The
Jharkhand High Court has
granted former Chief Min-
ister Hemant Soren permis-
sion to attend the rites of
his uncle for a limited time
under police custody. The
court, while refusing to grant
him provisional bail, has im-
posed strict instructions.
Hemant Soren is permitted
to attend the Shraddha ritual
on May 6, but he is prohib-
ited from speaking to the
media or engaging in any
political discussions.

Hemant Soren, who is ac-
cused of money launder-

ing through a land scam,
had applied for provisional
bail. The special court of
Ranchi PMLA (Prevention
of Money Laundering Act)
had previously denied him
provisional bail on April 30.
Subsequently, he filed an ap-
peal in the High Court chal-
lenging this decision.

In his appeal, Hemant Soren
requested provisional bail
for three days to attend the
Shraddha rites of his uncle.
His uncle, Raja Ram Soren,
who was the elder brother of
JMM supremo Shibu Soren,
passed away last Saturday.

Modi Accuses JMM, Congress of Corruptlon

RNS I Ranchi: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
during a two-day visit to
Jharkhand for a poll cam-
paign, launched a scathing
attack on the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha party and the
Congress. Addressing a pub-
lic event in Singhbhum, PM
Modi accused the J]MM-led
coalition in the state of being
steeped in corruption and
looting.

PM Modi highlighted a re-
cent news report exposing
a Congress MP caught with
Rs 300 crore, questioning
whose money it belonged to
and labeling it as the money
of the poor, laborers, farm-

ers, Dalits, and tribals of
Jharkhand villages. “Whose
money is this? It’s the money
of the poor, labourers, farm-
ers, Dalits, and tribals of
Jharkhand villages. Is this
not a loot of your money,
PM Modi said.

Expanding on the alleged fal-
lacies of the opposition, PM
Modi criticized Congress
and JMM leaders for be-
ing embroiled in scams and
corruption. He questioned
their motives for seeking
power, suggesting it was for
personal gain rather than the
welfare of the people.

“What face do the Congress
and JMM leaders come

to you with? They are so
shameless that even after
getting caught in scams and
corruption, they do not care
about it. Why do you think
they are so eager to make a
government? Do you think
it’s for your good? They want
to make a government in
Delhi because they want to
unleash unrestrained loot in
the country, PM Modi said.
“Before 2014, they did noth-
ing but loot the country. In
their government, adivasis
are killed in broad daylight.
They want to maintain terror
of criminals among the adi-
vasis,” he added.

DAYV Gua Celebrates Rabindranath Tagore’s
Birth Annlversary with Enthusmsm

by Siddharth Pandey

Gua: DAV Gua celebrated
the birth anniversary of
Rabindranath Tagore with
great enthusiasm and rev-
erence, under the guidance
of school principal Usha
Rai. The event was attended
by all teachers and a large
number of students. It be-
gan with the recitation of
Vedic mantras by religion
teacher Rajveer Singh, fol-
lowed by offering flowers
and homage to the poet.

The program started with
the lighting of the lamp and
a welcome song performed
by music teacher Yogendra
Tripathi along with teachers
Anirudh Dutta and Shri-

parna Sahu, and presented
by students Ashutosh Be-
hera and Aryan Jha. Anjan
Sen recited Tagore’s poem

“Dale-Dale, Paate-Patte,”
followed by a captivating
group dance by Anvesha
Kanjilal, Ridhima Singh,
and Krutika Jha.

Speaking on the ocas-
sion, Principal Usha Rai
highlighted Rabindranath
Tagore’s talents as a poet,

short—story writer, musi-
cian, playwright, novelist,
and painter, noting his rec-
ognition as Kaviguru and
the first Indian Nobel laure-
ate in literature for his work,
Gitanjali, in 1913. Senior
teacher PK Acharya praised
Tagore for his contributions
to Indian literature and cul-
ture, including the estab-
lishment of Visva Bharatis
Shanti Niketan in Kolkata.

Transgender Sunaina Kinner files nomination
for Dhanbad Lok Sabha seat

by Chandan Pal

Dhanbad: On  Friday,
transgender candidate Su-
naina Kinner, along with
three other independ-
ent candidates, filed their
nomination papers for the
Dhanbad Lok Sabha seat.
Among the other candi-
dates were Laxmi Devi, Md
Zahiruddin, and Anindita
Das.

A total of 11 candidates,
including representatives
from the BJP, Congress,
and the Marxist Coordina-
tion Committee (MCC),
have filed nominations for
the Dhanbad Lok Sabha
seat so far.

The last date for filing
nominations is May 6, with

voting scheduled for May
25. Sunaina Kinner’s nomi-
nation roadshow was a
highlight on Friday, draw-
ing significant attention.

Sunaina, a resident of
Dhansar, led a procession
from Jharia in an open car,
accompanied by hundreds
of transgender individuals
with their traditional musi-

cal instruments in different
cars. The roadshow, which
passed through Dhansar,
Purana Bazaar, Panitanki,
and Bank More, culminat-
ed at Memko More. From
there, Sunaina Kinner and
her followers proceeded
to the collectorate, singing
and dancing in their tradi-
tional style along the way.

“70,000 tons of adulterated coal seized in Jharkhand,
reveals large-scale irregularities, revenue‘losses

by Jai Sinha

Bokaro: In a significant
development, authorities
in Jharkhand have seized
70,000 tonnes of adulterated
coal, exposing irregularities
leading to substantial rev-
enue losses.

A special police team from
the state headquarters in
Ranchi conducted a raid at
the Dugda railway siding in
Bokaro district, resulting in
the seizure of the adulterated
coal.

This operation also led to the
identification of several indi-
viduals involved in the illicit
activities, including Pramod
Agarwal, Vineet Agarwal,
Manoj Agarwal (alias Binu),
and Meenu Agarwal from

the coal depot and transport
agency BKB.

Additionally, Narayan Agar-
wal from AAK Logistics
Company and Dharmendra
Singh (alias Bhola Singh),
the depot operator, were im-
plicated in the case.

The police team lodged a
First Information Report
(FIR) at the Dugda police
station and seized five Hyva
trucks loaded with charcoal
(rejected coal dust). The raid
was prompted by informa-
tion regarding the mixing
of good quality coal with
charcoal dust at the depot,
which was then being sent
from railway wagons to
power plants in other states.
The operation uncovered ir-
regularities in coal quality,
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forgery, and fraud, exposing
a coal racketeering opera-
tion worth crores of rupees
per day orchestrated by an
organized gang in raid.

The organized gang was in-
volved in coal transportation

and illegal business, operat-
ing through three transport-
ing companies that transport
coal by rail from Dugda Rail-
way Siding.

These companies had built a
coal depot by cutting down

forest trees near the sid-
ing and collected coal from
mines using trucks.The po-
lice investigation revealed
that Ashok Adj, a transport-
er, played a central role in
the depot operations. It was

® D

found that good quality coal
was being mixed with char-
coal (coal dust), deceiving
coal purchasing companies,
causing revenue losses to the
government, and damaging
national property.

Ashok Adi is considered the
kingpin of the seized trucks,
and investigations are un-
derway.

Bokaro SP Pujya Prakash
confirmed that an investiga-
tion has been initiated based
on the FIR.

This incident follows a simi-
lar seizure on 21 February
2020 when Dugda police sta-
tion intercepted five trucks
laden with illegal charcoal,
all of which were linked
to Ashok Adi, the accused
kingpin.

CCL Vigilance Conducts Surprise
Checks at Two Mines

# Stock measurement underway

RNS I Ranchi: In a recent development, the CCL Vigilance
team, under the guidance of CVO Pankaj Kumar, conducted sur-
prise checks at two mines. Two multi-disciplinary teams, compris-
ing 12 officers each from the command areas of CMPDIL and
CCL, visited Amrapali OCP and Rajarappa Project. The teams are
currently in the process of measuring the stock at these mines.

Implements 100% Official Work in
Hindi: Thakur

RNS I Bokaro: Chandrapura Thermal Power Station
(CTPS), a unit of The Damodar Valley Corporation
(DVC) has decided to conduct all office work in Hindi
only. A meeting of Official Language Nodal Officers and
department heads was held in the conference room of
Tejas Bhawan on Friday, presided over by Senior General
Manager and Project Head Shri Manoj Kumar Thakur.
During the meeting, Thakur instructed all officers pre-
sent to handle office work exclusively in Hindi. This
includes responding to Hindi letters, ensuring all cor-
respondence is in Hindi, submitting notes in e-office in
Hindi, and maintaining service books and note sheets in
Hindi.

Additionally, 50% of all book purchases should be Hindi
books, and all orders from nodal officers and department
members should be issued in Hindi.

The meeting also discussed inspecting Hindi letters and
their copies in the official language, as well as using rub-
ber stamps, nameplates, and information boards in two
languages.

The program was conducted by Hindi officer Ravi Sin-
gha. Senior General Manager Rampravesh Sah, Deputy
General Manager Rajeev Ranjan Ojha, Sanjeev Kumar,
Dilip Kumar, Lalan Prasad Gupta, Rajkumar Chaud-
hary, Shweta Rani, Mukesh Kumar, Ajay Kumar, Pratima
Khalko Srivatsa, Sunita Kamari, Sanjeev Kumar, Akshay
Kumar, RK Nirala, Pradeep Kumar Srivastava, Vasant
Kumar Mahapatra, Pradeep Srivastava, Baldev Ram,
Ramji Rajak and several other officials were present at
the meeting.

Mithila Mahila Samiti, Bokaro holds
Summer Drlnk Competltlon

by Arun Pathak
Bokaro: The Mithila Mahila Samiti, a unit of the esteemed
social and cultural organization Mithila Cultural Council in
Bokaro, organized a Summer Drink Competition. The event
took place on Thursday evening at the Vidyapati Auditorium
of Mithila Academy Public School, Sector 4 E, under the
Council’s auspices. The competition saw enthusiastic partici-
pation from the members of Mithila Mahila Samiti.
The committee chairperson Seema Jha and cultural secretary
Binu Chaudhary welcomed the participants. They also dis-
cussed the grand celebration of Janaki (Sita) Navami on 17th
May, to be hosted by the Mithila Cultural Council and Mithila
Mahila Samiti at the auditorium of Mithila Academy Public
School.
Chanda Chaudhary won the first prize in the Summer Drink
Competition, followed by Madhubala Jha in second place and
Gudiya Jha in third. Prerna Ojha secured fourth place, while
Renuka and Babita Jha shared fifth place. Consolation prizes
were awarded to Amita Jha, Namita Jha, Bharti Jha, Sushila
Rani, Kumkum Jha, Leela Singha, and Madhu Thakur. The
competition judges Indira Jha, Savita Mishra, and Abha Jha
honored the winners. Kiran Mishra, Asha Jha, Dr. Manju Jha,
Poonam Jha, Asha Pathak, Pratibha Jha, Sushila Rani, and
others were present at the event.

BSL holds summit for its
Brown Field expansion

RNS I Bokaro: A summit of key stakeholders and bid-
ders for the brownfield expansion of Bokaro Steel Plant]
was held today in the Main Auditorium of the Human Re-
source Department.

The summit commenced with a welcome address by Ani-
ma Kushwaha, Chief General Manager (Projects), followed
by insights shared by Executive Director (Projects & Ad-
ditional Charge Material Management) under the theme
“Towards Collaborative Success”. Anoop Kumar, Executive
Director (Colleries); S Mukhopadhyay, Executive Director
(Projects) Bhilai Steel Plant; Alok Verma, Executive Direc-|
tor (Mines) OGOM; SK Verma, Executive Director (CET);
and Tarun Mishra, Executive Director (Personnel & Ad-
ministration) Rourkela Steel Plant, along with PK Rath,
Executive Director (SRU), were prominently involved in|
the inaugural session.
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Fight, A Recurring BJP Taunt: Sources

Some Congress leaders fear that Privanka Gandhi's decision may create a negative perception among voters.

New Delhi: The Congress's announcement
of candidates for its two prestige seats,
Amethi and Rae Bareli in Uttar Pradesh,
has effectively put the lid on speculation

regarding senior party leader Priyanka &%

Gandhi Vadra's electoral debut.

According to sources in the party, Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge had requested
Ms Gandhi Vadra to contest from Amethi
or Rae Bareli, but she refused. Behind her

reluctance, sources said, was the fact thata *

victory for her and her brother Rahul
Gandhi would put three members of the

Gandhi family in Parliament -- mother F

Sonia Gandhi is now in Rajya Sabha. This
would reinforce the BJP's charge of
dynastic politics, she reasoned, according
to sources in the party.Some leaders,
however, fear that her decision may create a
negative perception among voters. Ms
Gandhi Vadra has been campaigning
extensively and has been the face of the
Congress's counterstrike after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's 'mangalsutra’
charge at the Grand Old party. Many feel
that the Congress could have benefited
from her star power if she contested the

Hemant Savara, former minister's son, is
BJP's final pick in Maharashtra

polls.

The Congress's much-awaited decision on

these two seats came early this morning. A
big surprise was Rahul Gandhi being
fielded from Rae Bareli, and not Amethi,
which he has represented thrice in Lok
Sabha. For Amethi, the Congress chose
Kishori Lal Sharma, a long-time loyalist of
the Gandhis. Mr Sharma, who has earlier
worked as Sonia Gandhi's representative in
Rae Bareli, will be contesting his first

election.Both Rahul Gandhi, who is also
contesting from Kerala's Wayanad, and
Mr Sharma will be filing their nomination
today. Amethi and Rae Bareli will vote in
the fifth phase of Lok Sabha pollsMr
Gandhi will take on the BJP's Dinesh
Pratap Singh in Rae Bareli and Mr Sharma
is up against Union Minister Smriti [rani in
Amethi. Ms Irani had scored a shock win
against Mr Gandhi in the 2019 polls and
has been campaigning extensively in the
constituency.Congress leaders are
confident that Mr Gandhi will post a
thumping win in Rae Bareli. For Amethi,
they say that Mr Sharma is a grassroots
leader who will perform well. Ms Gandhi
Vadra took to social media to extend her
greetings to Mr Sharma. "Kishori Lal
Sharma shares a bond with our family. He
has been dedicated to serving the people of
Amethi and Rae Bareli. His zeal for public
service is example," she said."It is
heartening that the Congress has named
him its candidate from Amethi. His
dedication and sense of duty will surely
bring his success in this election," she
posted on X.

Rape case against Karnataka MP Prajwal
Revanna in sex tapes scandal

Bengaluru. A rape case has been filed against
JD(S) MP Prajwal Revanna in the sex tapes
scandal. This is the second case against the
legislator in the case, and was filed by the
Special Investigation Team (SIT) of the
Karnataka Police.

The case has been filed under Section 376 of the
IPC. It lists charges under Section 376(2) (N)
(committing rape repeatedly), 506 (criminal
intimidation), 354A(1)(ii) (demand for sexual
favour), 354(B) (assault or criminal force on a
woman with the intention to disrobe her), and
354(C) (uploading of nude or semi-nude
pictures), and the IT Act.Prajwal Revanna, who
is the grandson of former Prime Minister and
ID(S) patriarch HD Deve Gowda, has been
named as the sole accused in the FIR. The SIT
officers submitted the FIR to the magistrate's
courton Thursday.Earlier, a case was registered
against Prajwal Revanna and his father and

former Karnataka minister HD Revanna for
sexual harassment, intimidation, stalking and
outraging the dignity of a woman based on a
complaint by a woman who worked at their
house.Prajwal Revanna, who is seeking re-
election from Hassan constituency in the
ongoing Lok Sabha elections, has been
embroiled in a massive controversy after
multiple explicit videos purportedly of him
were shared widely on social media. The JD(S)
MP, however, has alleged the videos were
morphed and also lodged a complaint in the
matter via his polling agent.

The SIT formed by the Karnataka government
issued a global lookout notice against him on
Thursday at all immigration centres around the
world. Prajwal Revanna fled the country soon
after the sexual abuse allegations surfaced, and
later was reported to have gone to Frankfurt in
Germany on April 26.

Pinarayi Vijayan holds meet to assess
heatwave, monsoon preparedness in Kerala

Thiruvananthapuram. Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on
Thursday chaired a meeting of the Disaster Management Authority to

With the announcement of
Hemant Savara's candidature
in the Palghar constituency, the
BJP has now named all of its
candidates for the 28 Lok
Sabha seats that the party is
contesting in Maharashtra.

Mumbai. The BJP on Thursday announced the
candidature of former state minister late Vishnu
Savara's son Hemant Savara from Maharashtra's
Palghar Lok Sabha constituency.With this, the
BJP, which is fighting the Lok Sabha polls in
alliance with Chief Minister Eknath Shinde-led
Shiv Sena and Ajit Pawar's Nationalist Congress

"Hospitality, Then Goodbye"
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Party, has named candidates for all the seats it will
contest in Maharashtra.Savara is the son of former
BJP minister for tribal development Vishnu
Savara, who died in 2020.The Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena (UBT) has fielded
Bharati Kamadi from Palghar.itting MP Rajendra

Gavit, part of the Shinde-led Shiv Sena, has been
dropped.Gavit, who was with the Congress until
the death of sitting MP Chintaman Vanaga in
2018, joined the BJP and won the bye-
election.During the 2019 general elections, to
ease the strained relations between the BJP and
the Shiv Sena, the former handed over Palghar
Parliamentary seat to the Sena, which
renominated Gavit.Gavit sided with Eknath
Shinde after the latter's rebellion n June 2023
split the Shiv Sena.Of the 48 Lok Sabha seats in
the state, the BJP will contest 28, which is five
more than what it contested in the 2019 general
elections, Shiv Sena 15, NCP four, while one seat
has been given to NDA ally Rashtriya Samaj
Paksha (RSP).The Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
has already announced all its candidates. The Shiv
Sena (UBT) is contesting 21 seats, followed by
the Congress 17 and the NCP (Sharadchandra
Pawar) 10 seats.

: Jyotiraditya Scindia To Congress Leaders Campaigning In MP

The family of '"Maharaj'" -- as the erstwhile roval is known across the area - has been

Bhopal: Union minister Jyotiraditya Scindia,
facing his first election from home turf Guna after
shifting to the BJP, appeared quite at ease on the
campaign trail. "Politics and elections are not an
end for us. it is a beginning to take forward the
practice of service to people,' he told NDTV in an
exclusive interview.The family of "Maharaj" -- as
the erstwhile royal is known across the area - has
been representing the constituency since 1950s.
His grandmother Vijayaraje Scindia and his father
Madhavrao Scindia were both MPs from
whichever party they represented.Mr Scindia
contested his first election in 2002 after the death
ofhis father, and has been a four-time MP from the
seat -- till he lost to the BJP's KP Singh Yadav in
2019.This time, his key opponent is Congress's
Yadvendra Yadav, the son of BJP leader Rao
Deshraj Singh Yadav, who was a three-time
legislator from Mungaoli. The Congress strategy
is to consolidate the Yadav vote, which had paid
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off for the BJP candidate in 2019.The Yadavs
comprise a chunk of Guna's population and are
expected to account for around 250,000 votes. On
the rare occasions the constituency has chosen a

non-Scindia to represent them, the candidate
belonged to the Yadav community.The Yadav

representing the constituency since 1950s
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community's heft has been reflected in the BJP's
choice of Chief Minister this time. In March, after
the Congress candidate was announced, Mohan
Yadav had led a Yadav community meeting
where Mr Scindia was also present.The minister
appeared unperturbed by the Congress choice."In
this constituency everyone belongs to me and |
belong to everyone. The Scindias have never
contested elections on basis of caste and creed.
And we have contested against candidates from
every community. It is upto a party which
candidate they choose,”" he told NDTV.Asked
about Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
coming to campaign for the Congress candidate,
Mr Scindia - known to be close to the Gandhis
before his crossover to the BJP - said: "Any leader
can come, we provide them hospitality under the
Atithi Devo Bhava (Guests are gods) maxim. We
provide them hospitality and after that, bid them
goodbye".

assess the possibility of heatwave and monsoon preparedness in the
state. District Collectors of various districts apprised the chief minister
about the ground situation and their preparedness for any eventualities
in respective districts.In the meet, several issues pertaining to the
challenges posed by the heatwave onslaught and the ensuing monsoon
season were discussed and a set of guidelines were issued. Educational
institutions, including professional colleges in the state to be closed till
May 6.Daytime parades and drills are to be avoided at training centres
of police, fire brigade, National Cadets Corps (NCC) and other
forces.Citizens requested to avoid exposure to direct sunlight on the

body between 11 amto 3 pm.

Construction workers, agricultural workers, hawkers, fishermen, and
those engaged in other strenuous jobs should adjust their working
hours accordingly, while workplaces roofed with asbestos and tin

sheets should be

closed during the
day.Provision
should be made to
shift the guest
workers, including
those living in
these roofed
houses, to relief
camps.fire audit to
be conducted and
safety precautions
to be taken in fire
prone areas such as

markets, buildings, waste collection and storage facilities.

Cattle should not be allowed to graze in the midday sun and other
domestic animals should not be tied up in the sunlight.Drinking water
should be ensured in places like tribals habitations etc.People
encouraged to plant shade trees in all public places on the World
Environment Day, on June 5.Local self-government bodies should
start pre-monsoon cleaning as a matter of urgency and not allow
garbage to pile up in public places.Mosquito control should be
widespread.The chief minister also issued instructions that the Local
Government Department should take care to prepare the buildings to
be used as relief camps. This should be completed before May 25. The
Rule Curve Monitoring Committee should ensure that the water in the
dams does not rise above the rule curve approved by the Central Water
Commission.Also, trees, branches, hoardings, posts etc. posing any
danger should be removed before rain apart from strong awareness to
be created among the people in the hilly areas prone to landslides.

" Jizya Tax On Hindus": Yogi Adityanath Targets Congress Over lnhentance Tax

_ Firozabad, UP: Uttar Pradesh Chief

A new version of
the Congress-SP
alliance has
emerged, proposing
the imposition of
inheritance tax,
Yogi Adityanath
alleged likening
this ""proposal" to
Aurangzeb's
imposition of jizya
tax on the Hindus.
® @

Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Thursday likened the Congress
"proposal” to impose an inheritance
tax to the jizya levied on the Hindus
during Aurangzeb's rule, and also
accused the party of encouraging
cow slaughter.He made the remarks
at an election rally in Firozabad. He
also held a roadshow in
Mainpuri.Addressing a public
meeting in Firozabad in support of
BJP candidate Rajveer Singh, Mr
Adityanath said the Congress'
manifesto suggested granting
minorities the freedom to consume
food according to their preferences.

The majority of Indians say that we do

not eat beef, but some people
deliberately encourage cow
slaughter to irritate them," he was
quoted as saying according to a
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press statement issued in Lucknow.

A new version of the Congress SP

alliance has emerged, proposing the
imposition of inheritance tax, Mr
Adityanath alleged likening this
"proposal"” to Aurangzeb's
imposition of jizya tax on the
Hindus.The row over inheritance
tax erupted after Sam Pitroda,
chairperson of the Indian Overseas
Congress, had spoken about
inheritance tax in the US while
delving into the issue of
redistribution of wealth. The
Congress, however, distanced itself
from the remarks.In Etah, Mr
Adityanath held arally in support of
BJP candidate Vishwadeep Singh.
In the rally, he said that Baba Saheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar opposed
reservation on the basis of religion,
yet the Congress is allegedly
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seeking to impose Taliban-like
governance with the aim of
"Islamising" India."By doing so,
the Congress is maliciously
attempting to sow division in the
country once again. Beware of
the alliance between the
Congress and the SP. These
parties aim to prioritise
reservation for Muslims over
backward castes and Scheduled
Castes," he further said.

He said that the voters are faced with a
choice between those who "betray"
Lord Ram and those who are the
devotees of Ram.Adityanath held a
roadshow in Mainpuri, where he

accused the Congress and the SP of

trying to divert reservation for SCs,

STs and OBCs to the minorities.
"The SP-Congress alliance is part of a

conspiracy aimed at dragging India
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back to slavery. These individuals
are plotting to undermine the

reservation for the Scheduled
Castes, tribals, and backward
castes, diverting it to the
minorities," Mr Adityanath was
quoted as saying in the press note.
The Uttar Pradesh chief minister
made the remark at a roadshow in
support of BJP candidate Jaiveer
Singh in Mainpuri, an SP bastion,
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where he was showered with
flowers from people standing
atop bulldozers amid echoes of
'Bharat Mata ki Jai'.The BJP
government in Uttar Pradesh
has used bulldozers to raze
buildings owned by
"criminals", and the machine
is projected as a "symbol" of
law and order.Braving the
scorching heat, the people of
Mainpuri thronged the streets
to welcome Mr Adityanath, the
press note added. Several
bulldozers, stretching from the
Arya Samaj complex to the Bhavant
intersection, lined the roads during
the roadshow.Yogi Adityanath said
the entire life of former chief
minister Kalyan Singh was devoted
to Shri Ram and the progress of the
state.
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Poll rhetoric
threatens India’s
plurality

INDIA’s compelling reality is its immense
diversity. No political dispensation, no matter
how powerful and ideologically driven it may be,
can succeed in putting a monochromatic frame
over this. Ours is a shared culture, but the
emphasis lies on the aspect of sharing, not of
adhering. It’s a crossroads culture, created
through the assimilation of influences India was
exposed to through the millennia. It lay at the
intersecting point of the caravan routes from
Central Asia, stretching into the West Asia and to
the Mediterranean, and the maritime sea routes
connecting it to both the eastern and western
flanks of the Indian Ocean. Just as Indian
religious and political thought, languages and art
and architecture flowed out to these geographies
outwards from the subcontinent, so, too, did
corresponding influences from the latter spread
across India. This has bequeathed to Indian
culture and to the temperament of its people an
innate cosmopolitanism, which makes Indians
one of the most adaptable people in the world. We
have been the original global citizens of the
world.It is a matter of pride that the country has
been able to conduct elections on an
unprecedented scale every five years and that
there has been a smooth & uneventful transfer of
power.When India hosted the G20 summit in
September 2023, it was most appropriate to have
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the whole world is one
family) as its defining motto. But to embrace the
whole world, one must begin with embracing the
people of one’s own country. This is also the
reason why the Preamble to the Constitution lays
as much stress on fraternity as it does on liberty
and equality. Fraternity is particularly important
for a diverse country like India. It creates a sense
of affinity that transcends differences in caste,
creed or religion and in the ways of living. It is
fraternity which is the true basis of nationhood.
Of belonging to a common cause and engaged in
the pursuit of a shared national mission.

The framers of the Constitution recognised that
Indian nationalism would have to be built on
acknowledging rather than suppressing the
multiple identities of its people. And yet, in the
final analysis, they did not quite trust the people
of India to successfully balance their separate
identities with an overarching concept of equal
citizenship. In its final shape, its subsequent
amendments and in laws passed by the
legislature, the Constitution enabled the coercive
power of the state to be progressively
strengthened at the expense of the citizen. The
state became selective in allowing some
assertions of separate identities but in seeking to
suppress others, the touchstone being what best
served political interests of the moment.
Suppression of some identities would be justified
on the grounds of a threat to national unity. Others
may be promoted and even legitimised to
ostensibly advance national unity. The state is
able to use its control and influence over the
media and information channels to demonise
some communities but ennoble others. Political
rhetoric, then, aligns with the strategy of the
moment. Such rhetoric often takes on a hysterical
pitch, which drowns out all reasoned arguments.

In a democracy, the holding of free and fair
elections is indispensable but not sufficient. An
independent media and a vibrant civil society
provide the means to safeguard the ordinary
citizen against transgressions by the state. They
hold the state accountable on behalf of the citizen
and constitute an alternative channel of
information for the people. This is also the role
played by a powerful and independent judiciary.
In history, it has often been the case that the
national security and national unity arguments
have been used as powerful labels to de-
legitimise independent institutions and dissenting
voices and, eventually, political
competition.India is midway through its 18th
General Election. It is a matter of pride that the
country has been able to successfully conduct
these elections on an unprecedented scale every
five years and that there has been a smooth and
uneventful transfer of political power without
violence or challenge.

The absence of an NSS is believed to be impacting the reorganisation of the country’s military into integrated theatre commands.

THE ongoing General Election has further delayed the
long-deferred National Security Strategy (NSS),
despite the plethora of high-powered consultative
and advisory bodies and think tanks in India’s
strategic and military planning realms.

For the defence and security establishment that
continually tom-toms its achievements, the lack of an
NSS — despite three attempts to produce one in
recent years — is disquieting. It is especially
troubling as this hiatus persists at a juncture when
India confronts threats from nuclear neighbours
China and Pakistan and faces technological
challenges on the 21st-century battlefield frequently
enumerated by the country’s military chiefs.

The absence of an NSS, from which would also flow
the long-delayed and equally vital National Defence
Strategy, is believed to be impacting the
reorganisation of the military into tri-service
integrated theatre commands (ITCs) by harnessing
their combined financial, materiel and overall
operational capabilities. The architecture of the ITCs
was to be forwarded to the government for approval
by 2022 by the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) before
operationalising them the following year, but it
remains a work in progress.Media reports in late
2023 had indicated that the National Security Council
Secretariat was being tasked with drawing up an NSS
with inputs from ministries and assorted departments
and forwarding it to the Cabinet Committee on
Security headed by PM Narendra Modi for eventual
sanction. But no deadline was seemingly determined
for such a document, the responsibility for which will
now be that of the government which will assume
office after the elections.But these recurrent rain
checks in framing the critical national security
architecture were in inverse proportion to the cluster
of recommendatory organisations established over

AMID a controversy over alleged
adulteration of spices exported by MDH
and Everest and the concerns over high
sugar content in infant food products of
Nestle India and Cadbury, the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
has announced a comprehensive plan to
enhance inspections across the nation. By
conducting pan-India monitoring of spices,
culinary herbs and other food items, the
FSSAI aims to enforce stringent standards
and safeguard consumers against potential
health risks.

However, it is a poor reflection on the
FSSATI’s regulatory mechanism that this
initiative stems not from its own findings
but from the US authorities’ refusal of
certain spice-related shipments over the
past few months and the recent ban
imposed by Singapore and Hong Kong on spice

Palestinian knowledge ecosystem under Israeli attack

Epistemicide means the killing, silencing, annihilation or devalu

ISRAEL’s attack on universities and other educational

institutions in Gaza is seen as a deliberate effort to destroy
Palestinian knowledge and learning ecosystem. So far, all
12 universities have witnessed aerial strikes. Israel’s
targets included Al-Azhar University and the Islamic
University of Gaza (IUG), resulting in the destruction of
years of research by Palestinian faculty, scholars and the
students.Prof Sufian Tayeh, President and Vice
Chancellor of the IUG, and his family members were
killed in an Israeli attack on the campus. The IUG is
Gaza’s leading academic institution, and Prof Tayeh was
an internationally acknowledged researcher. Dr Refaat
Alareer, a professor of English literature at the IUG, is
among 90-odd university professors killed in the ongoing
assault.As per statistics released by the Palestinian
Ministry of Education, till January 20, 2024, nearly 4,400
students were killed and 7,800 injured, while 231
teachers and administrators were killed and 756 injured in
the attacks along with the complete or partial destruction
of 378 state-run schools and those run by the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in Gaza. At
least 97 journalists and media workers are among more
than 35,000 fatalities since the war began in October
2023.In the International Court of Justice, the legal
representative of South Africa, Blinne Ni Ghralaigh, said:
“Almost 90,000 Palestinian university students cannot
attend university in Gaza. Over 60 per cent of the schools,
almost all universities and countless bookshops and
libraries have been damaged and destroyed. Hundreds of
teachers and academics have been killed, including deans
of universities and leading Palestinian scholars...
obliterating the prospects of education of Gaza’s children
and young people.”

Many cultural heritage sites, including libraries, archives

and museums, have also been wrecked, wiping out the
symbols and documented history of the
people.Palestinian intellectuals see it as an effort to “‘erase
the Palestinian existence from history’ and ‘erase
Palestine from the political map’, as Muhannad Ayyash,
Professor of Sociology, Mount Royal University,
Canada, describes it in a letter to the Canadian
Association of University Teachers. “The devastation of
Palestinian knowledge, knowledge producers, and
knowledge-producing institutions is nothing short of
epistemicide,” says Prof Ayyash.Epistemicide means the
killing, silencing, annihilation or devaluation of a
knowledge system. Sociologist Boaventura de Sousa
Santos coined this term and designated it as the “death of
knowledge — of a subordinated culture caused by
colonisation, oppression and genocide”. It can be both
military as well as ideological/epistemological. It
involves appropriation/destruction in the name of
liberation, aggression in the name of peace, destruction of
life in the name of the sacredness of life, and infringement
on human rights in the name of the protection of
rights.Rebuilding the Palestinian education system was
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the topmost priority of the Palestinian educated elite after
their displacement to make way for Israel in 1948. They
saw education as an engine to rebuild their lives and make
progress. Many scholars moved to Gaza from different
places with the hope of making it a place of meaningful
cultural exchange, scientific advancements,
understanding of history, creative literary works and
advancing the Palestinian society. Whether they
succeeded or not can be debated, but for sure, Palestine is
counted among the regions having the highest literacy
rate. Palestine’s literacy rate is 97.51 per cent, as per
estimates of the World Bank. Palestinians are known as
the “world’s best educated refugees”.

Academicians worldwide understand this and that is the

reason behind the uprising by university professors and
students in the US and other countries. The
reverberations of what is happening in Palestinian
educational institutions are being felt on campuses
abroad.Encampments have been set up in several
universities to protest the US government’s continuous
monetary, military, diplomatic and moral support to
Israeli aggression. The police were called in at about 10
universities and 645 arrests were made; many of those
arrested were released later. Highly ranked Columbia and
Boston universities have become hubs of protests; more

Food safety concerns

FSSAI to scale up quality checks

companies which are suspected of supplyuing
contaminated condiments and masalas. Earlier, the row

Lack of a National Security Strategy disquieting

decades to devise a robust NSS. Topping this list is
the high-rolling, but seemingly dormant, Defence
Planning Committee (DPC) created in April 2018
as an ‘overarching” body to manage India’s
defence and security strategy, prepare military
capability plans, fast-track materiel acquisitions
and augment military diplomacy.In tandem is the
attendant Strategic Policy Group (SPGQG),
revamped some six months later the same year as
the first level of the three-tiered National Security
Council. The group’s founding responsibility was
to foster inter-ministerial coordination and
integration of relevant inputs for formulating
national security policies like the NSS and related
policies and procedures.

Both organisations are headed by National Security
Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval, and their membership
was more or less analogous, comprising the three
service chiefs and the defence and foreign
secretaries. DPC members also include the federal

revenue secretary and Chiefs of Staff Committee
Chairman — a responsibility that transferred itself to
the CDS in December 2019. The Integrated Defence
Staff, also headed by the CDS, was designated the
secretariat of the DPC, which encompassed four sub-
committees to execute its myriad responsibilities.
SPG membership was larger and included heads of the
domestic and overseas intelligence-gathering
agencies, the cabinet secretary and the secretaries of
home, finance, defence production, revenue, atomic
energy and space. The scientific adviser to the
defence minister and the NITI Aayog vice-chairman,
too, were members of the SPG, which was earlier
chaired by the cabinet secretary. But after its
refurbishment and expansion, the secretary now
reports to the NSA.In short, both the DPC and the
SPG were more than qualified to construct an NSS

and the attendant national defence strategy. But
senior service veterans and security officials
concurred that both these organisations had little or
no output to show for themselves over the past eight
years, with little of policy import forthcoming from
either. Their meetings, too, had been infrequent.

Furthermore, these two bodies are supplemented by a
host of think tanks backed by either the Ministry of
Defence or hand-held by the individual services.
These include the Manohar Parrikar Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses in Delhi, the country’s
foremost think tank whose founding charter
encompasses advanced research in defence, strategic
and security issues and other related matters.

Also, there are three service-sponsored think tanks, the
Centre for Land Warfare Studies, the National
Maritime Foundation and the Centre for Air Power

ation of a knowledge system.

than 200 arrests were made from the campuses of these
two universities. A significant number of faculty
members have either participated or supported the call for
a ceasefire in Gaza. In some universities, the
administrators have cracked down on agitating students,
resulting in the expulsion of some of them.

Scuffles have been reported between pro-Palestine and pro-

Israel demonstrators at the University of California at Los
Angeles and other places.

The world must raise the pitch to save Palestinian education

from destructive and divisive misadventures. It takes
weeks to destroy the knowledge system but decades to
rebuild it.

Sadly, Palestinian universities have faced exclusion in the

past, when some universities of countries aligned with
Israel showed reluctance to enter into academic exchange
agreements with Palestinian institutions. On the other
hand, students from universities of Isracl were welcomed
to enjoy the benefits of international collaboration. Israeli
universities have 60 existing academic agreements with
post-secondary institutions of Canada. It is time for
academicians, faculty associations and unions, especially
in the developed world, to introspect and build public
opinion to end the war, besides promising support for
rebuilding the beleaguered Palestinian system.

over high sugar content in infant foods had
prompted the FSSAI to scrutinise baby
formula products, in accordance with its
mandate to protect vulnerable users.

In another proactive step towards addressing the
challenges in food safety, the FSSAI has
decided to leverage the expertise of specialists
from wuniversities, research institutes and
government organisations to enhance its
capacity for risk assessment and mitigation
and, thereby, ensure robust oversight of the
food supply chain. By expanding its ambit to
fruits, vegetables, fish products, fortified rice
and milk products, the FSSAI aims to deal with
diverse aspects of the problem. Looking to
allay concerns over adulteration and
contamination through surveillance, testing
and enforcement, the FSSAI can play a bigger
role in promoting food safety and building

consumer confidence in India’s food industry.

Studies, all operating out of Delhi.
Complementing them is the high-
maintenance but low-
performance — Centre for Joint
Warfare Studies created in 2007 in
Delhi to “rise above sectoral and
departmental legacies and to
examine joint warfare and synergy
issues in their entirety” to provide
inputs for an NSS.However, these
bodies that, from time to time, are
involved in organising seminars and
discussions on national security and
India’s exalted but elusive role as a
major player in global strategic
matters, remain mum publicly on
anything to do with an NSS, as was
flagged by former Army Chief Gen
MM Naravane in late 2022.At a
lecture in New Delhi, Gen Naravane
recommended the establishment of a higher defence
organisation (HDO) with representation from all
ministries for a comprehensive approach to
theaterisation, which would serve as the ‘interface’
between the government and the ITC commanders on
the ground.“Once these two pillars — NSS and HDO
— are in place, we can start thinking about theatre
commands,” said the former Army Chief, who retired
in April 2022, adding that all talk of theaterisation
was simply putting the cart before the horse. But once
framed, the NSS, he stated, would make it clear
whether the military’s role was just to defend the
country’s land borders and territorial waters or if it
extended to the wider primary strategic arc stretching
from the Persian Gulf to the Malacca Strait.
Hopefully, the proposed HDO will not end up being
another non-performing asset.

Ithough every possible care and cautions has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is in the market for readers on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or
binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication of not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Ranchi only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The Editor, Printer, Pub-
lisher and any employee of the ‘The Researchers’ Group will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products and services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisement.
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And just when you are about to give up, they surprise
beauty -in various shapes, sizes, colours and fragran
pretty things, they are high-maintenance," says Dr
secretary, The Agri Horticultural Society of India.

orchids are difficult to grow. Some are practically indestructible. It is
estimated that there are more than 1,300 species of orchids found in
India, primarily in the Northeast -Assam, Meghalaya and Arunachal
Pradesh -and also in Sikkim and south India. Most orchids are
perennial herbs with simple leaves and if raised in the right conditions
(temperature not less than 16-170C), they should last eight weeks with
flowers, after which the blooms slowly start dropping off. They
eventually re-flower. A word of caution: Never cut off the aerial roots,
and never, ever remove the orchids from the pots they rootin.

BEGINNERS' CHALLENGE

«
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you with their real
ces.And like most
SL Rahman, joint
However, not all

porous mix.
LIGHTING

" OlUIL
o !]I‘ﬂWiII[] orchids at home &

blooming flowers. That would be a grave mistake. Most orchid roots
need far more air than potting soil would give them. So, look for a

38

e N

mistakes beginners make.
TEMPERATURE

Direct sunlight should be avoided. Some common types of orchids
that thrive on bright light are Cattleya and Vanda, while low light is
preferred by Phalaenopsis and Pahiopedilum, among others. Orchids
should be given as much light as they can tolerate.Varieties with
thicker and erect leaves can tolerate more light than those with thinner
or more horizontal leaves. Too little light is one of the common

Growing orchids can be addictive. But you can take proper care of your
orchid only when you know its genus.Most orchids you get in nurseries

are hybrids, created specifically for flowers. They are

homes and offices. However, a few things should be kept in mind, like
light and humidity. If you can imitate a plant's natural habitat, it will

r

thrive.

QRCHIDS WHICH ARF
GOOD FOR BEGINNERS "
The most commonly
available orchids, such as
the Moth Orchid,
Phalaenopsis and Cattleya are
S0 popular because they grow well
at home. Phalaenopsis hybrids are
usually considered the ‘beginners'
orchids', largely because they re-bloom
under the conditions most windowsill
growers can offer them. They require lower
light.African violets can adapt to different
humidity levels. They, however, easily die off
due to over-watering. Underwatering can be
a problem too. In Vedic scriptures, there
is mention of a plant named Vanda,
which has been adapted as a
generic name for one of the most
beautiful group of orchids. "Vandas
could be mostly found on trees.

And unlike most plants, they

do not grow in soil, but air.

Their roots attach to trees
or rocks, and they draw
moisture and nutrients that
wash over them in the
forest," Dr Rahman tells us.
SOIL Beginners often make the
mistake of assuming that orchids
need to be potted in soil like other

comfortable for human beings.

easytocareforat HUMIDITY

Warm-growing orchids like day temperatures between 210C anc
290C. This includes Phalaenopsis orchids. The commonly available
orchids that are sold in nurseries do well in temperatures that are

helps.
; NUTRITION

Mostorchids like about 70 pre cent humidity in the atmosphere, which
is more humid than most homes. So, you have to make an effort to
provide your plants with extra humidity . Orchids usually appreciate
misting with a spray bottle. If the plant has aerial roots growing up and
out of the pot, those roots will like getting some moisture. Athome, you
can keep the the planter on a tray. Fill it with water and gravel. As the
water evaporates, it will provide some extra humidity to the plant. For
anyone keeping tropical plants on a windowsill, this technique really

WATER

Orchids need nitrogen, sulphur, phosphorus, potassium,
calcium and magnesium for growth.

orchid,

PRUNING

approaching dryness. To water an :
~=igst submerge the potin a bucket fora A
few seconds, then lift it out and'®

Overwatering kills far more orchids than
underwatering. When in doubt, just dont* 4

: water. The potting mix also has a lot

, do with how often an orchid nee:

atering. Most orchids are s

nixes that allow for weekly watering. F s

he excess water drain off,,'l

o

waiting for? Get started!

T Beginners often wonder how to prune orchids.
: \'E) Trimming old flower stems that have turned brown is a good ‘,_._
idea. If it's still green, it may re-bloom,either from the tip or by

gl

(o

branching further back on the stem. Trimming orchids 3 =S5
should only be done to remove leaves,roots, or flowe

: stems that have already died or have turned brown. Yot
f must sterilise your cutting tools or use disposable ones so .. - ey
that you don't spread diseases between plants. The‘%est
time to re-pot is when new roots start to grow. So, what are you--.

This is what Indian

offices need to change

An office worker spends
nearly five years sitting at

a desk and thus it is
important to understand
that the ergonomics in
relation to office furniture is
important. With the league of
start-ups, new work culture
has cropped up. There are no . -
rigid cabin walls and heavy ',E'I l
furniture anymore to keep the
equations between the
employees at bay. New-age
concept furniture is building the 'E
backbone of successful offices. We
spoke with Umesh Rao, Founder &
CEO, Vector Projects to understand what is
the latest trend and if Indian

offices are ready for the
change.

What is floating furniture
all about? How does help
soothe an office environment?

Floating furniture is a new concept that has been
introduced in the interior space. While in the
recent past, rigid and bulky furniture were the
norm at workspaces, the new-age concept of
floating furniture has changed functionality of an
office.

One such product is E-Stilts Desk System. This
product can be modified to not only function as a
staff workstation, but as a manager workstation or
conference table. The system offers the utility of a
sturdy desk, while allowing agility of a compact
workstation at the same time. It was also built to
solve one of the basic challenges faced by small
offices - a cluttered workspace with numerous
pieces of furniture & accessories.

The modern designing techniques using cutting-
edge technology, by not completely tarnishing the
traditional furniture look has increased the
demand for floating furniture in the markets.

What kind of changes do you think Indian offices
need currently and why?

In order to successfully create a rich working
environment, it is essential to make employees feel
comfortable and at ease, while being efficient and
productive. With open workspaces, flexi-seating, and
ergonomically enhanced furniture, Indian offices
today are in the process of re-invention.

Itis important that workplaces that can help enhance
productivity are introduced. For example, many
companies like Google, Facebook have opted for
new age offices that have employee friendly
environment. While the country is still adapting itself
to this new concept, start-ups have started to pave
the way. They have redefined commercial interior
spaces in the country by breaking the monotony and
cutting the clutter associated with traditional
workspaces.

Whatis radical seating all about?

The term 'Radical' in its simplest form, means a
departure from tradition. For us, it represents change
and departure. Change from routine and departure
from monotony at the workspace. Radical design has
slowly started to gain acceptance in offices. The
scenario has changed from restrictive to refreshing,

-

confined to comfortable and passive to portable.
Radical design doesn't mean only futuristic. If
interpreted correctly, it could be a mix of traditional
and modern decor. That is the beauty of this
concept, it lets you decide how 'radical' you want to
be.
While radical design and seating has transformed
large offices, it has also come as a boon to small
offices and has changed how small spaces are
planned. The question of small working spaces
confining the application of radical designs has
been solved by creating
multipurpose furniture and
systems that fit the needs &
budget of clients.
Which is the most difficult corner
in Indian offices that you always
fail to modify ?
[t wouldn't be right to generalize; however,
we have seen that the Indian Companies
are still paper intensive and this leads
to a huge requirement for
storage. There are
statutory obligations
that require some of the contracts, legal
documents to be preserved for 10 years. High
numbers of storage units limit the flexibility and
openness in the office. We are suggesting ways to
combat this by providing Compactor storages for
dead and movable storage caddies for personal
storage. This partially helps to achieve the balance
between storage needs and flexibility.
What changes do you wish to make to Indian
Government offices?
Indian Government offices are the perfect example
of traditional work-spaces. With private
organisations adapting new age office concepts,
the government workspaces also need to transform
to become attractive to young talent. For starters,
the work environment and the office design can
become more transparent. The area could be
distributed more equitably between cabins and
open work areas. Technology could be integrated
more closely in the office design. An efficiently
planned, well lit, well ventilated workspace can
really help to enhance productivity regardless of the
sector.
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Set up your own terrace

Vegetable garden

Have you, inspired by what Jyotika did
in 36 Vayadhinile, wanted a terrace
veggie garden of your own? It's a good
idea, actually, to grow everyday spices
and herbs, so that you have them at hand
— fresh — whenever needed. But if
you're among the many who don't know
how to go about setting up this garden,
read on...

Choose the right space

Go to the terrace, take a good look.
Judge the play of the sun throughout the
day. And then, select a place that is
shady, but at the same time, gets direct
sunlight for some part of the day. You've
to ensure that the plants
get at least five hours of
sunlight daily. But mind
you, herbs are delicate
leaves, so be careful
that the sunlight is not
so strong that the leaves 8¢
get scorched by the
heat.
Getthis... :
The state government, '
as part of its ¥ .
environment and green 8 {
cover initiatives, %
provides coir peats that
come in plastic bags,
which means you can
grow the veggies in them, without
having to bother about spending on pots.
To begin with, wet the peats, place them
on a sheet in the terrace. Keep watering
them regularly, and in about a week,
you'll see what looked like a small brick
would've expanded to look like debris,
and filled the bag. Now, to plant the
seeds...

Prepare the soil
Get some soil and
natural manure
from any nursery,
and mix it well
with the peats. If
you want to keep it
organic, add cow
dung or goat dung

® @ ® o

manure to the mix.

Leave this mix aside for a few days.
Meanwhile, when you peel veggies, etc,
do not throw away the skin. Instead,
create your own compost with these
vegetable skins and waste veggies in
another pot in the terrace, and add them
to this mix. After about a week, this mix
is ready for plantation. Get the seeds of
whatever you want to grow (tomatoes,
chillies, coriander, basil and herbs are
good choices). Sprinkle a few seeds over
the mix, slightly dab them in with your
hand, and leave it be for a couple of days.
Watch them grow.

Pick the right veggies

[}

To start with, try out just one or two
vegetables, and then go in for more
veggies. Tomatoes, chillies and keerai
(spinach) are easy to grow, so start with
them. Sometimes you might need to net
out the seeds and the saplings as they
grow, to keep pesky sparrows and other
birds from feasting on them.
Watering is the key factor
Water the plants regularly, as and when
: needed. Excess water
W often causes damage
and decay to plant
| roots, and it also
| washes away the
nutrients of the soil.
i Also, post every
| heavy rainfall,
remember to add
manure to the soil.

® @
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and Virat Kohli's Son Akaay's FIRST
Details Qut: 'He's So Golu Molu'

ﬁ nushka Sharma and Virat Kohli have been extremely protective of their

children. While Anushka had confirmed she was pregnant when she was
expecting her first baby, Vamika, with Virat, the second time around, she
did not even let the media know she was expecting her second child. The couple
went on to surprise everyone with the news of their son Akaay’s arrival in
February. While Anushka and Virat have remained tight-lipped about the
newborn, TV star Aamir Ali revealed he’s seen a picture of Akaay and he’s
adorable.Aamir recently collaborated with Virat on an ad. In a new interview,
Aamir spoke about working with Virat when he brought up his and Anushka’s
childr
en. He
told
Zoom
TV that
Virat has a
spark on
his face
when he
talks about
J his family.
“We did have a
chat about cricket,
but when he spoke
about his family, he
had a different spark on
his face,” he said. The TV
star added, “He showed
me his daughter’s photo
and also spoke about
Anushka. He had a
different spark on his
face. That was the mo
endearing thing I li
- about him.” Speak
about Akaay, Aamir sa
“Akaay is damn cute. I
told him it’s good that
| you’ve kept them away.
It’s Anushka’s
decision to keep the

\

\\
\
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kids away (from the media and fans). Kids have to be.

But he’s so golu molu and a cute pie, god bless him.”In a statement earlier this year, Anushka
and Virat announced the arrival of their second child. “With abundant happiness and our
hearts full of love, we are pleased to inform everyone that on 15th February, we welcomed
our baby boy Akaay and Vamika’s little brother into this world!” Anushka and Virat
announced.*

We seek your blessings and good wishes in this beautiful time in our lives. We request you to
kindly respect our privacy at this time they added. The couple has been receiving love

added, “? Congratulatlons ” Alia Bhatt also joined 1n and congratulated them. “How
beautiful! Congratulations ?,” Alia wrote.
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 Upasana Singh

~ On Initial Doubts About Iconic 'Judaai' Dialogue
'Abba Dabba Jabba': 'l Was Not Convinced'

pasana Singh, a renowned Indian
. actress with a career spanning
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the Times of India.Despite initial reservations, particularly
regarding the iconic ‘Abba Dabba Jabba’ dialogue,
Upasana eventually embraced the role, emphasizing her
commitment to infusing the character with a range of
expressions and vocal nuances. She shared, “Then he told
me about the Abba Dabba Jabba line. I was not at all
convinced that a mute person could speak only these
words.

He told me to try it. I told myself to play the character with as

many variations of expressions and

voice. I have always been
experimenting with roles.”Singh
also revealed that she initially
found the plot of Judaai, where the
wife sells her husband, to be
peculiar. However, she chose not to
address this concern at the
time.She recalled, “I was
wondering how people would
digest this. But Judaai became such

a big hit that people started

knowing me as ‘Abba Dabba

Jabba’ rather than my real name. I

did so many live shows where
people demanded that I say that dialogue.

“"Her portrayal of the character earned her widespread
recognition, with audiences often associating her with the
famous dialogue. Having ventured into Punjabi cinema
with notable success, including directing a film, Upasana
discussed her forthcoming projects, expressing her interest
in production and the imminent release of several Punjabi
films. Fans can look forward to seeing her in the upcoming
movie ‘Carry On Jattiye,”alongside Gippy Grewal.

® o

almost four decades, has
captivated audiences with her
memorable performances. One of her
standout roles, cherished by fans,
was in the 1997 film ‘Judaai,’
alongside Anil Kapoor, Sridevi,
and Urmila Matondkar. In this
Raj Kanwar
directorial, |
Upasana
portrayed a
dual role,
playing both
Paresh
Rawal’s wife
and his
daughter who
becomes
romantically
involved with
Johnny Lever’s
character. Her
dialogue ‘Abba Dabba Jabba’ from the film
became iconic.During the discussion
about her involvement in the film,
Upasana confessed her admiration for
Sridevi and inquired about the
possibility of sharing the screen with
the cinema icon, “Raj Kanwar
agreed. That’s when I decided to go
ahead,” Upasana Singh disclosed to
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Jeo Baby-starrer Swakaryam
Sambhavabahulam To Release
On This Date; Motim] Postgr_ Out

seen in Swakaryam Sambhavabahulam. It

is written, directed and produced by
debutant Naseer Badarudeen under the banner
of N Tales Production. The film stars Jeo Baby
and Shelly in the lead roles while Anju Antony,
Arjun, Ranji Kankol, Sajin Cherukayil and RJ
Anjali will be playing the supporting roles in
the film. The makers have released the motion
poster of Swakaryam Sambhavabahulam. The
motion poster presents a brief introduction to
the film’s characters. The motion poster has
gone viral. The first look poster of the movie
was released last year. Swakaryam
Sambhavabahulam is slated to release in
theatres on May 31.The movie is touted to
revolve around a village which weaves the lives
of different characters together through an
event. Jeo Baby and other actors shared the
motion poster on Instagram. An eventful tale
unfolds. Presenting the motion poster for
Swakaryam Sambhavabahulam. Coming to
theatres on 31 May 2024 !” wrote Jeo Baby
while sharing the motion poster. The
cinematography of the movie is done by
Rakesh Dharan while the music is composed by
Sidhartha Pradeep.

Jeo Baby was last seen acting in the movie
Pulimada which was directed by AK Sajan. He
played a supporting role in the movie. Jeo Baby
is also known for directing critically acclaimed
movies like The Great Indian Kitchen and
Kaathal-The Core. His last directorial was
Kaathal-The Core which starred Jyothika and
Mammootty in lead roles. The movie also came
under the radar of critics due to the portrayal of
a gay character by Mammootty. Despite the
backlash, the movie was commercially
successful at the box office.In May, the actor
will be gracing his fans with two
movies—Mandakini and Swakaryam
Sambhavabahulam. Mandakini is slated to
release on May 24. It is directed by Vinod Leela
and stars Althaf Salim, Anarkali Marikar and
Ganapathi S Poducal in lead roles. The film
revolves around a married couple who faces an
unlikely trouble during their wedding night.
The movie is about how the incident affects the
family and how they overcome it.

Malayalam Film
Mandakini To Release On
May 24; Check OQut Trailer

I \ilmmaker and actor Jeo Baby will be next

he trailer of Mandakini, written and

directed by Vinod Leela, has been released.

The film stars Altaf Salim and Anarkali
Marikar. The movie is produced by Sanju
Unnithan under the banner of Spire
Productions. The cinematography is by Shiju M
Bhaskar, and music by Bibin Ashok. Mandakini
is a comedy entertainer and features the lead
actors as a married couple. It also stars
Ganapathi, Jafar Idukki, Sarita Kuku, Vineet
Thattil, Ashwati Srikanth, Kutty Akhil, Akhila
Nath, Ala S. Naina, Guinness Vinod, Rashmi
Anil, Babita Basheer, Pratish Jacob, Ambili
Sunil, Akhil Shah and Ajim Shah in important
roles in the films. Anarkali is playing the role of
Ambili in the film, where Altaf is playing the
role of Aromal.Madakini will hit theatres on
May 24 this year.Earlier, Althaf Salim has
expressed his excitement for the film’s release
on the social media platform. “Happily
wrapped up the shoot of my First movie as the
lead character with the amazing co-star
Anarkali. Thanks to the wonderful team,” he
shared on Instagram with a poster depicting
festivities of the wedding.Althaf is set to start
shooting for his film Odum Kuthira Chaadum
Kuthira, which stars Fahadh Faasil and Kalyani
Priyadarshan.Altaf Salim also worked in many
films like Odum Kuthira Chadum Kuthira,
Njandukalude Naattil Oridavela (2017) and
Premam (2015). He made his directorial debut
with the Nivin Pauly-starrer Njandukalude
Nattil Oridavela.

Mandakini marks the debut of visionary
Malayalam filmmaker and scriptwriter, Vinod
Leela. He was born in Kalady and studied
cinematography at the esteemed Chetana
Media Institute. Starting his journey with shorts
such as God of Small Things, he gained
recognition for his innovative storytelling with
pieces such as Kalpadukal and Suhra. His
journey demonstrates his dedication to
technical brilliance and sophisticated
storytelling.
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